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HM REGEIVES THANKS CABLE

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik
received a cable of thanks from King Abdullah IT of
Jordan in response to His Majesty’s greetings cable on
the occasion of his accession to the throne anniversary.
In the cable, King Abdullah IT expressed his
appreciation for His Majesty’s heartfelt sentiments
which reflect the strength of relations binding
Oman and Jordan. He also prayed to Allah the
Almighty to protect His Majesty and for the
Omani people to achieve aspirations of further &%
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progress and prosperity under the wise
leadership of His Majesty. — oNA
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Temperatures likely to

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Temperatures are ex-
pected to touch 50 degrees Cel-
sius during the next 48 hours in
the Sultanate of Oman, said the
Oman Meteorology in its forecast.

In a statement, the Oman Me-
teorology said :"There are chanc-
es of a noticeable rise in tem-
peratures from Monday through
Wednesday, July 1-3, 2024, rang-
ing from the end of the forties to
the fifties, especially in the desert
areas and some coastal areas of
the Sea of Oman.”

Sunstroke, heat exhaustion,
and other symptoms associated
with high temperatures are com-
mon, since many jobs and field
activities require workers to be
exposed to sunlight and high tem-
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peratures. To reduce and avoid
sunstroke, the doctors have ad-
vised to take precautions.

Avoid exposure to direct sun-
light, especially during the after-
noon and organising and speci-
fying working hours so that they

include rest periods when tem-
peratures reach their peak

It is preferable to train workers
and supervisors on how to react
to high temperature situations
and drink good amounts of water
to avoid dehydration.

TOP THREE INSIDE STORIES

Holy Prophet Hijra
holiday on July 7

*] July7hasbeen declared

as an official holiday for
==cmployees of the public and

private sectors on the occasion

of'the Holy Prophet’s Hijra

Anniversary and the advent of the

new Hijriyear 1446 AH. >A2

Pact to develop
Majlis Al Jinn Gave

The Ministry of Heritage

and Tourism signed

yesterday a usufruct
agreement with Omran Group
to develop Majlis Al Jinn Cave in
the Wilayat of Quriyat. >AS

Ain Darbatis a
nupular munsl sne

Ain Darbat is a popular
3 tourism site located to

the east of the Wilayat
of Tagah, on the main road
leading to the Wilayat of Mirbat
in Dhofar Governorate. It is
distinguished by its picturesque
view and pristine natural
surroundings. >A4
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The disputed articles
in draft bills are
‘Bank Deposits
Protection Law’,

‘The Law Regulating
Trade in Wildlife’
and ‘The Media Law’

MUSCAT: The State Council and
the Shura Council on Monday
held a joint session during which
they discussed reports forwarded
by their respective committees on
articles of dispute.

The disputed articles in draft
bills are ‘Bank Deposits Protec-
tion Law’, ‘The Law Regulat-
ing Trade in Wildlife’ and ‘The
Media Law’.

The joint session was held in
implementation of Article (49) of
the Law of the Council of Oman,
said Sheikh Abdulmalik Abdullah
Al Khalili, Chairman of the State
Council.

Sheikh Abdulmalik said that
holding the first joint session of
the Council of Oman comes in
accordance with Article 49 and a
continuation of the joint efforts
between the two councils in the
event of a difference of opinion
regarding draft laws referred by
the government to come up with a
unified vision of joint work.

He stressed for the harmony
between the State Council, the
Shura Council and the Council
of Ministers for constructive
cooperation.

He added that the State and
Shura Council had previously
discussed a number of draft laws,
including the ‘Bank Deposits Pro-
tection Law’, the ‘Law Regulating
Wildlife Trade’, and the ‘Media
Law’, and there was unanimity
on many articles, but to sort out
the differences joint commit-
tees were formed that included a
number of members who reached
an agreement on all those articles

of dispute.

Khalid Ahmed Al Saadi, Secre-
tary-General of the State Council,
told Oman News Agency (ONA)
that the “Joint Committee” (com-
prising members from both coun-
cils) reached full consensus about
the draft bill of the ‘Bank Deposits
Protection Law’, with 11 articles
passed in one go, without objec-
tion by either council.

He added that the members of
the two councils voted ‘for’ the
opinion of the Joint Committee
on the draft bill of “The Law Regu-
lating Trade in Wildlife’ by a rate
of 90 percent. >A3

Golden show by Al Faisal Al Zubair and his team-mates at Spa

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The iconic -circuit
at Spa-Francorchamps in Bel-
gium seems to be a happy hunting
ground for Oman’s talented driver,
Al Faisal Al Zubair.

The 26-year-old Omani tasted
his first success in a GT race way
back in June 2021 and then ear-
lier this year in May had claimed
another victory in the GT Open
500 round of the International GT
Open Championship.

Following the victory in the GT
500 in May, Al Faisal said that it
“would be great to have awin in the
main race at the 24 Hours of Spa.”

The Omani fulfilled his dream

on Sunday as he along with the
other three drivers for the Al Ma-
nar Racing by Getspeed - Austrian
Dominik Baumann, Canadian Mi-
kaél Grenier and Swiss team débu-
tant Philip Ellis - finished the de-

manding Crowdstrike 24 Hours of

Spain seventh overall and claimed
a stunning outright victory in the
Gold Cup category.

After starting the second round
of the 2024 Fanatec GT World
Challenge powered by AWS En-
durance Cup from fourth place in
the Gold category, the team man-
aged its strategy to perfection with
heavy rain dampening spirits dur-
ing the night session.

Grenier drove the final stint and

stayed clear of any late trouble to
take the chequered flag well clear
of Gold Cup runners-up Saintéloc
Racing after 477 laps of racing on
one of Europe’s most demanding
race circuits.

The Comtoyou Racing Aston
Martin Vantage AMR GT3 Evo,
crewed by Mattia Drudi, Nicki
Thiim and Marco Sorensen,
claimed a dramatic outright victo-
ry after a stationery Lamborghini
blocked access to the pit lane for
over a minute and dropped the
long-time leading AF Corse Fer-
rari down to an eventual second
place when Alessandro Pier Gui-
di was obstructed from entering
the pits. >A8
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CDAA approves its operational
plans to serve Khareef visitors
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The Civil Defence
and Ambulance
Authority calls on
visitors to follow
safety guidelines
while visiting the

governorate

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Civil Defence and
Ambulance Authority (CDAA)
confirmed its readiness to provide
services to citizens, residents and
visitors of the Dhofar Governorate
during the Khareef season 2024.
The CDAA said that it had ap-
proved its operational plans for the
Dhofar Khareef season for 2024,
which included strengthening its
current centres and deployment

on the roads leading to Dhofar
Governorate in Al Dakhiliyah, Al
Dhahirah, and Al Wusta governo-
rates to deal with reports received
by the operation, civil defence
and ambulance centres in the
governorates.

Two additional junctions were
added on the coastal road linking
the South Al Shargiyah Governo-

rate with the Al Wusta Governo-
rate, reaching Dhofar Governorate,
and five other junctions on the
road from the Al Dakhiliyah and Al
Dhahirah Governorates leading to
the Dhofar Governorate to provide
services to the motorists .

The CDAA called on institu-
tions, companies, property own-
ers and buildings to adhere to

civil protection requirements by
performing the maintenance of
facilities, following safety proce-
dures and other safety aspects that
limit the occurrence of accidents.

The Authority’s civil protec-
tion efforts will also be doubled by
inspecting facilities, monitoring
violations and taking appropriate
measures in this regard.

4

The Civil Defence and Am-
bulance Authority continuously
seeks to raise awareness among
all segments of society by using
its official platforms on social me-
dia and other outlets, distribut-
ing awareness brochures, holding
events, and deploying field teams
invarious locations to raise aware-
ness and provide guidance, while

appreciating the role played by
various media outlets in enhanc-
ing preventive awareness among
various segments of society.

The Authority calls on visitors
to follow safety guidelines while
visiting the governorate, prepare
well for the trip, maintain the ve-
hicle, prepare a first aid kit, ensure
that the fire extinguisher is in good
condition, identify the locations
of rest stops and vehicle fueling
stations on the trip route, choose
the appropriate time to move and
stop for a rest in case of feeling
tired and exhausted, and adhere to
safety rules.

The Authority also stresses
the necessity of following safety
instructions while staying in the
Dhofar Governorate and not
swimming in undesignated plac-
es such as (springs, water pools)
and beaches due to the high sea
waves and water currents that
increase in intensity with the en-
try of the fall season, and staying
away from dangerous sites, wa-
terfalls, and dangerous heights.
Monitor children and do not
leave them alone in vehicles, to
ensure everyone’s safety.

ROHM summer camp’s focus on nature, environment

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Since June 23, the Roy-
al Opera House Muscat (ROHM)
has been leading its annual sum-
mer camp, with this year’s theme
centred around the Animal World.
This exciting initiative features
seven dynamic workshops that
will culminate in a spectacular
performance titled Animal World
- Wild on Stage! on July 4 at 5pm
in the main ROHM theatre.
Designed to inspire children
through various musical and ar-
tistic disciplines, this year’s camp
places a strong emphasis on na-
ture and the environment.
Children aged 7 to 14, living in
Muscat, have the chance to partic-
ipate in workshops including dra-
ma, singing, circus, theatre-dance,
drums, props, and technology.
These sessions are taught by an
impressive lineup of international
and local educators under the

guidance of the director, Alessan-
dra Premoli.

Experts from Italy and Morocco
are leading the music, circus, and
dance theatre workshops, while
local educators such as YouThink-

ers for drama, tunes for drums, and
Mohamed Al Sulaimi for Technol-
ogy bring their expertise to the re-
maining workshops.

In collaboration with be’ah -
Oman Environmental Services

Holding Company, the props
workshop aims to educate chil-
dren about recycling and the
environmental impact of our
actions, aligning with the over-
arching theme of respect for

T

Tender Announcement
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Financial Services Authority announces the following tender :-

Tender

Tender name Numbar

Description

Last dale for
Purchase of

Release

the RFP REP

Last date of
Submiting the
proposal

Tender fees
in OMR

Delivering, mounting,
configuring and
migrating all
equipmenl, software

F5A Network
Infrastruciure
Upgrade

FSA
L2024

and licenses (access
swilches, wireless
controller, wireless

2 July 2024

access points, call
manger, virtual server

hardware, storage,

backup solution .. |

03:00 PM

11 July 2024 08 August 2024 125 /- OMR
01:00 PM Non
Refundable

B Specialized companies interested in participating in the above tender must deposit the tender fee info bank
account, and submit payment receipt of the tender aleng with a copy of the commercial registration certificate
and the contact details of the authorized persoen to the Services & Public Relations Department e-mail :

Admin@fsa.gov.om. hence, we shall provide you with Tender document by e-mail.

| All participating companies must provide a bank guarantee, issued by locally registered bank not less than 2 %
of the tender value adressed to FSA , the bond shall be valid for 90 days from the submission of the proposal.

B All bids shall be submitted in tencer box at financial alfairs department.

® F5SAis not obliged to accept the lowest bid or any other bid without any justifiable reasons.

Bank account information =

Name of beneficiary : Financial Services Authority
Account no : 04230197046330018
Bank : Bank Muscat- Corporate Branch- CBD

SWIFT code : BMUSOMRXXXX

Please attach a copy of the deposit receipt

For inquiries, please contact ;=

E-mail : Admin@{sa.gov.om

Telephone Number : 26823133 , 24823299,

24823268

Timing : 8:00 am to 3:00 pm

Workdays : Sunday to Thursday.

% [ [J FSA_OMAN
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MUSCAT: Sunday, 7 July 2024,
has been announced as an official
holiday for employees of the pub-
lic and private sectors on the oc-
casion of the Holy Prophet’s Hijra

nature.

Partnering with Oman’s leading
environmental company under-
scores the importance of providing
children with quality workshops
led by trained experts.

Anniversary and the advent of the
new Hijriyear 1446 AH.

The Ministry of Labour pointed
out that employers may agree on
terms to engage employees on

As the director of this year’s
summer camp, Alessandra Pre-
moli, explains: “We are in the
second week of our workshops,
and it has been wonderful to see
the children quickly grasping
new skills and deepening their
understanding of theatre. Work-
ing with children from various
ages and backgrounds has been
an enriching experience. This
year’s theme, focusing on the
animal world, has captured their
imaginations and provided an
engaging educational journey. I
am looking forward to the final
performance on July 4.”

The culmination of our two-
week programme will be a grand
performance on July 4 at 5pm
Directed by Alessandra Premoli
and the educators, Animal World
- Wild on Stage! will showcase the
talents and creativity of the chil-
dren, developed through their par-
ticipation in the workshops.

Holiday for public, private sectors announced

the said holiday—if deemed nec-
essary due to the nature of their
work—provided they compensate
the workers for the holiday.

-ONA
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Saudi team
VIsits Joint
Command
Staff College

MUSCAT: A delegation from
the Command and Staff Col-
lege of the National Defence
University at the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia (KSA) on Monday
visited the Joint Command and
Staff College.

The visiting delegation was
headed by Air Commodore
Misfer Said Al Shamrani, Com-
mander of the KSA’s Command
and Staff College.

Upon the guests’ arrival at the
college, they were greeted by
Brigadier Saif Hamad Al Yousi-
fi, Commandant of the Joint
Command and Staff College.

Presentation

During the visit, the guests
watched a presentation about
the Joint Command and Staff
College and its curricula. They
also toured the college’s facili-
ties and departments. -ona
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New guide to
help in designing
public policies

The ‘Public Policy
Preparation

Guide’ provides
policymakers with a
roadmap for drafting
public policies in

Oman

MUSCAT: The Ministry of Econ-
omy on Monday held an intro-
ductory workshop on the guide
designed for preparing public
policies. The workshop was at-
tended by representatives of 46
institutions.

The “Public Policy Preparation
Guide” provides policymakers
with a roadmap for drafting pub-
lic policies in Oman.

It covers the stages of prepara-
tion, analysis, implementation,
review and assessment of public
policies. These steps are based on
a professional reference that re-
sponds to principles, methodolo-
gies, technical tools and frame-

COnsensus
on draft bills
achieved

<FROM As for the draft bill

Al on “The Media Law”,
points of dispute

were cleared and the
two sides reached 100 percent
consensus ‘for’ the opinion of
the Joint Committee, Al Saadi
affirmed.

Sheikh Ahmed Mohammed
Al Nadabi, Secretary-General
of the Shura Council, said that
during the session, the two
councils’ Joint Committee dis-
cussed the articles of dispute
and reached consensus about
them, after the members of
the two councils elaborated on
them and took vote accordingly.

He indicated that the joint
committee discussed all the ar-
ticles of disagreement between
the two councils and reached
consensus on all the articles.
Therefore, a vote was taken on
Monday on all the articles rec-
ommended by the joint commit-
tee between the two councils,
and the interventions and ob-
servations were also voted on by
the members. -ona

works necessary for ensuring the
soundness, applicability and ef-
fectiveness of public policies.

The guide addresses public sec-
tor senior managers and experts
tasked with developing and de-
signing policies, in addition to re-
searchers, analysts, public policy
pioneers and all those interested
in the process of public policy-
making.

Dr. Said Mohammed Al Saqri,
Minister of Economy, stressed
the significance of professionally
devising public policies in a man-
ner that keeps pace with rapid de-
velopments in economic, social,
political and security domains in
countries around the world.

The overall objective of govern-
ment institutions (when drafting
public policies) is to improve the
economy, enhance performance,
channel development efforts and
achieve balance, sustainabil-
ity and optimisation of resources
and capabilities, the minister ex-
plained.

For their part, specialists at the
Economy Ministry made a visual
presentation to introduce the ra-
tionale of public policy, as well as
salient features and methodolo-
gies of writing the script of public
policy, the cycle of its endorse-
ment and models of the ‘policy
paper’.

-ONA

Shura Council Office reviews
replies from government

MUSCAT: The Shura Council Of-
fice on Monday reviewed the re-
sponse of the Council of Ministers
on a query about some airports in
the Sultanate of Oman.

The response included the
views of the Ministry of Trans-
port, Communications and Infor-
mation Technology, including a
briefing about procedures pertain-
ing to the three airports of Sohar,
Al Dugm and Salalah, the total cost
of the airports and future plans for
the management of the facilities.

This was unveiled at the Shura
Council’s 12th regular session of

the first annual convening during
the Council’s 10th Term (2023-
2027). The meeting was chaired
by Khalid Hilal Al Maawali, Chair-
man of the Council.

The Shura Council Office also
reviewed other government re-
plies to a number of follow-up que-
ries filed by the Shura Council’s
members. -ona

Sayvyid Badr meets Jordan envoy

MUSCAT: Sayyid Badr Hamad Al
Busaidi, Foreign Minister yester-
day received Amjad Kuhewi, Am-
bassador of the Hashemite King-
dom of Jordan to the Sultanate of
Oman to bid him farewell at the
end of his tour of duty.

During the meeting, Al Busaidi
expressed his appreciation for the
efforts exerted by the ambassa-
dor in boosting bilateral relations,
wishing him success in his future
endeavours. -ona
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a popular tourist destination
in Dhofar Governorate

MUSCAT: Ain Darbat is lo-
cated to the east of the Wilayat of
Tagah, on the main road leading
to the Wilayat of Mirbat in Dhofar
Governorate.

It is distinguished by its pictur-
esque view, pristine nature, and
forests of large trees, cactus, sidr
trees, and coconut trees that fasci-
nate visitors with their beauty on
the valley foothills.

Ain Darbat is one of the most
important water springs in the
Dhofar Governorate, and its wa-
terfalls usually flow for several
months, providing large quantities
of water that recharge the ground-
water reserve in the governorate.

Wadi Darbat is a natural park
interspersed with  waterfalls,
lakes, mountains and caves with
fossilised limestone deposits on
their ceilings and floors, in addi-
tion to various types of wildlife and
green plains.

In autumn, a waterfall is formed
in this valley reaching a height
of about 100 metres on a beauti-
ful and quiet mountain slope that
flows towards the north.

Visitors and tourists can see the
Darbat Falls from the main road
when it is flowing, and when the
water level rises in Wadi Darbat,
the spring explodes, especially
when heavy rain falls.
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Tourism ministry sig
to develop Majlis Al J

The pact entails

the establishment

of a tourism and
environmental
project to activate the
cave’s components

MUSCAT: The Ministry of Herit-
age and Tourism signed yesterday
a usufruct agreement with Omran
Group to develop Majlis Al Jinn
Cave in the Wilayat of Quriyat, the

ns agreement

inn Cave

Governorate of Muscat.

The usufruct entails the es-
tablishment of a tourism and
environmental project that will
activate the cave’s components
by providing special protection

tools for adventurers and service
facilities.

It was signed by Salim Mo-
hammed Al Mahrouqi, Minister
of Heritage and Tourism and Dr.
Hashel Obaid Al Mahrouqi, CEO

of Omran Group.

As per the usufruct, Omran
Group will undertake the opera-
tional aspects of the project, as

well as employ and train trainers.

Omran Group will ensure that

0OAS receives scientific documentation from NASA

MUSCAT: Oman Astronomi-
cal Society (OAS) received first
scientific documentation from
NASA observing the phenome-
non of aurora borealis in the skies
of'the Sultanate of Oman.

The NASA statement was in
response to the findings of a team
of astro-photographers from OAS
who reported having observed
relatively mysterious, colourful
lights on the night of 12 May 2024,
when a strong solar storm hit the
Earth, causing the appearance of
the aurora borealis.

The OAS team took photos at
Jabal Al Sarat in the Western Ha-
jar Starlight Reserve, after which
specialists from NASA affirmed

that what was observed was in
fact the first scientific documen-
tation of this phenomenon in the
skies of the Sultanate of Oman.
The phenomenon of aurora bo-

realis is common in the areas near
the poles of the planet Earth. It re-
sults from a glow in the sky due to
the interaction of charged parti-
cles from the sun with molecules

in the Earth’s atmosphere. This
phenomenon intensifies upon the
increase in solar activity. Observ-
ers anticipate the occurrence of
solar storms that shed millions of
tons ofthe sun’s matter into space.
Some of the substance reaches
the Earth to form that exotic show
of light.

Observing and documenting
the aurora borealis and other sky
phenomena from various parts
of the planet Earth assumes sig-
nificance, as it provides insights
into the dynamics that govern
our planet and their relevance to
interactions with the space and
the sun.

— ONA

Competition announced to design monument
for Sur as the Arab Tourism Capital 2024

SUR: The Governorate of South
Al Sharqgiyah on Monday an-
nounced a competition to design a
monument that documents Sur as
Arab Tourism Capital 2024.

The contest is open for Omani
youths specialised in architec-
ture, design, modern arts, urban
planning and civil engineering,
as well as those who possess the
skills needed for the topic of the
competition.

Encouraging innovation
Dr. Yahya Badr Al Maawali, Gov-
ernor of South Al Sharqgiyah, said

Tourism ministry launches
‘Landscapes of Death’ book

MUSCAT: The Ministry of Her-
itage and Tourism announces the
publication of “Landscapes of
Death: Early Bronze Age Tombs
and Funerary Rituals on the
Oman Peninsula” by Dr. Kimberly
D. Williams.

This highly anticipated work is
the twelfth issue in the acclaimed
series “Archaeological Heritage
of Oman”, published in collabora-
tion with Archaeopress Publish-
ing, Oxford, UK.

In “Landscapes of Death”, Dr.
Williams, an esteemed funer-
ary archaeologist from Temple
University, USA, provides an
in-depth exploration of ancient
funerary practices in Oman, fo-
cusing on the spectacular Bronze
Age tombs that are still a distin-
guished characteristic of Oman’s
landscape.

Drawing on her extensive re-
search experience with the Min-
istry of Heritage and Tourism
and Sultan Qaboos University, Dr.
Williams meticulously examines
the construction, use, and cul-
tural significance of Bronze Age
tombs and burials.

Her work reveals a complex
tapestry of architectural skills,
ritual practices, and belief sys-
tems that characterised the era.

Moving beyond simple descrip-
tions, this study illuminates the
diverse methodologies and ritu-
als associated with these ancient
structures, highlighting varia-
tions across different commu-

that the announcement of the
competition affirms the governo-
rate’s keenness on encouraging
innovation and creativity among

nities and time periods. “Land-
scapes of Death” is an invaluable
repository of current data, docu-
menting all known Early Bronze
Age funerary monuments in
Oman.

It includes detailed records of
skeletal remains and grave goods,
providing a comprehensive refer-
ence for future research.

This publication not only
serves as a critical resource for
scholars interested in Oman’s

thropology at Temple University

tion and understanding of Oman’s

young people.

He added that the selection of
“Sur as Arab Tourism Capital”
inspires the implementation of

more projects and initiatives to
develop the tourism sector.

Al Maawali pointed out that the
competition’s supervising com-
mittee prepared a technical guide
comprising the terms to be met
when designing the monument.
In the first round, the names of 10
participants will be announced as
qualifiers to the second round in
which the jury would assess the
projects, said Al Ma’awali.

After that, the top three com-
petitors would be felicitated as
winners of the competition, he
added. — ona

wildlife is preserved inside the
cave and the surrounding areas. It
will also cooperate with special-
ized operators to develop a sus-
tainable and long-term plan to ac-
tivate the location.

It is worth noting that Majlis Al
Jinn Cave’s floor area is as big as
58,000 square meters. Its capacity
stands at 4 million cubic meters
with a length of 310 metres and a
width of 225 metres. -ona

National Museum
marks historic
relations between
Oman and Somalia

MUSCAT: The National Museum
on Monday organised a cultural
programme to celebrate historic
Omani-Somali relations. The pro-
gramme included the presentation
of a series of research papers.

The first paper titled ‘Historical
Relations between the Sultanate
of Oman and the Federal Repub-
lic of Somalia’ was presented by
Sayyid Abdul Wahab bin Suleiman
Al Busaidi, a researcher in Omani-
Somali relations’ history.

The paper discussed similari-
ties between Oman and Somalia
from various aspects, highlighting
their strategic locations and citing
historical sources that document
their relations.Additionally, the
paper focused on current trade re-
lations between the two countries.

Moreover, the second paper

touched on the significance of
trade relations between Oman and
Somalia.

It was presented by Counsellor
Bashir Sheikh Mahboub, Acting
Charge d’Affaires of the Embassy
of'the Federal Republic of Somalia.

The paper discussed positive
developments achieved by the
Somali government in political,
economic, and security spheres, as
well as the importance of Somalia
joining the East African Commu-
nity, the largest trading bloc in that
region.The paper also highlighted
the importance of East African
ports for bilateral trade between
East Africa and Oman, contribut-
ing to economic growth. The paper
also provided statistics reflecting
the trade relationship between the
two countries. —ona

history but also offers heritage
students and enthusiasts a com-
pelling introduction to funerary
archaeology and its insights into
prehistoric life.

Dr. Kimberly D. Williams is a
distinguished scholar and a lead-
ing figure in archaeology.

She is Associate Professor and
Chair of the Department of An-

in Philadelphia, USA.

Dr. Williams’ research encom-
passes genetics, bioarchaeology,
and funerary archaeology, with a
significant focus on Oman.

Since 2008, she has led numer-
ous excavations of funerary mon-
uments across Oman, from Dho-
far to Al-Batinah Governorates,
and also served as visiting profes-
sor to Sultan Qaboos University.

The Ministry of Heritage and
Tourism is delighted to contrib-
ute this significant work to the
academic community and looks
forward to the continued explora-

rich archaeological heritage.
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HM sends condolences cable

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik has sent a cable
of condolences to Sheikh Mishal
Al Ahmad Al Jaber Al Sabah, Emir
of the State of Kuwait, on the death
of Sheikha Sahera Al Ahmad Al
Jaber Al Sabah.

In the cable, His Majesty the
Sultan expressed his heartfelt
sentiments to Sheikh Mishal and
the deceased’s family. His Majesty
also prayed to Allah the Almighty
to rest the departed soul in peace
in paradise and grant her family
patience. —ona

Appeal made for
plasma donations

MUSCAT: The Department of
Blood Banks Services (DBBS)
has made an urgent appeal to
people with AB (+ve) blood type
to donate plasma at the Central
Blood Bank in Baushar on Mon-
day. DBBS said: “We strongly
encourage individuals with AB+
blood type to donate plasma at
their earliest convenience at the
Central Blood Bank in Bausher.
Two critical patients are in ur-
gent need of plasma.”

— Times News Service

Farright leads in first
round of French polls

Going by present
projections, the RN,
which was founded
in its original form
by convicted racist
Jean-Marie Le Pen,
may well fall short of
an absolute majority
in the French
National Assembly
or France’s lower

house of parliament

PARIS: Basking in the glory of
a 33.5% projected victory in the
first round of French parliamen-
tary elections on Sunday even-
ing, youthful National Rally (RN)
President Jordan Bardella used
his first post-exit poll address to
pitch himself as a serious states-
person who was more than just the
poster boy for France’s far-right
campaign.

“Next Sunday, if the French peo-
ple award us an absolute majority
to put the country back on its feet,
I intend to be the prime minister

of all the French people, listening
to each and every one of them, re-
specting the opposition and mind-
ful of national unity,” the 28-year-
old told a crowd in Paris.

The far right looks closer to
power than at any time since the
Nazi occupation of France during
World War II, with Bardella an-
gling to serve as prime minister in
an awkward “cohabitation” with
long-time centrist French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron until his
term expires in 2027.

But Bardella’s use of “if the
French people” carried a lot of
pressure at this stage of the fight.
He both gave people the power to
choose their representatives and
urged them to do so in his party’s
favour.

Going by present projections,
the RN, which was founded in its
original form by convicted rac-

Hurricane Beryl nears
the Caribbean islands

BARBADOS: The first hurri-
cane of the 2024 Atlantic season,
Beryl, has become a Category
4 storm, the US National Hur-
ricane Centre (NHC) said on
Sunday.“Reconaissance aircraft
find Beryl now an extremely dan-
gerous Category 4 hurricane,” it
said, warning that life-threaten-
ing winds and storm surge ex-
pected in the Windward Islands,
a group of islands that includes
Martinique, Saint Lucia and Gre-
nada, early on Monday.

According to the NHC, the
hurricane is located about 565
kilometers east-southeast of Bar-
bados, with maximum sustained
winds of 215 kilometres per hour.
Earlier on Sunday, Beryl was al-
ready upgraded to Category 3.

A Category 3 or higher on the
Saffir-Simpson scale is consid-
ered a major hurricane, and a
Category 4 storm has sustained
winds of at least 209 kilometres
or 130 miles per hour.

Caribbean bracing for hur-
ricane’s approach
Countries in the region began
shutting down on Sunday as gov-
ernment officials urged people to
take shelter.

In the Barbadian capital of
Bridgetown, cars were lined up

at gas stations. Supermarkets
and grocery stores were crowded
with shoppers buying food, water
and other supplies. Some house-
holds were already boarding up
their homes.

Hurricane watches were is-
sued for Barbados, Saint Lucia,
Saint Vincent and the Gren-
adines, Grenada and Tobago,
while tropical storm watches or
warnings were in effect for Mar-
tinique and Dominica, the NHC
said in its latest advisory.

According to Sabu Best, direc-
tor of Barbados’ meteorological
service, Beryl’s center is expect-
ed to pass about 112 kilometers
south of Barbados on Monday
morning.

It was then expected to move
out into the Caribbean as a major
hurricane on a path toward Ja-
maica. It should weaken by mid-
week, but still be a hurricane on
its way to Mexico.

What is a hurricane?

A hurricane is a storm system
rotating around an area of low
pressure that produces strong
winds and heavy rain. The storm
is classified as a hurricane when
the sustained wind speeds ex-
ceed 119 kilometres per hour.

—DW

ist Jean-Marie Le Pen, may well
fall short of an absolute major-
ity in the French National As-
sembly or France’s lower house of
parliament.

Strong showing for new left-
ist alliance, but not enough
Coming second in the polls, with a
projected 28.5%, was the broad im-
provised left-wing coalition New
Popular Front. The alliance, which
comprises the center-left Social-
ists, Greens and communists, is
led by hardliner Jean-Luc Melen-
chon of France Unbowed.
Macron’s centrists trailed third,
with his pro-business, centrist al-
liance Together winning only 22%
of the vote, according to the initial
count. While Macron’s own posi-
tion is not in peril (he was elected
to a second term in office in 2022),
his big bet to call a snap election

appears to have backfired.

After RN scored a stunning
31% in European Parliament elec-
tions in June compared to 14%
for Macron’s grouping. The presi-
dent, who found himself trapped
in a splintered parliament, threw
down the gauntlet. As Sunday’s
projections show, the French pub-
lic responded by voting for RN.

High turnout, high volatility
However, under France’s com-
plicated two-step voting system,
nothing is certain yet. In the 577
French voting districts, all can-
didates who scored more than
12.5% will move on to the second,
definitive round of voting unless
one person scores more than 50%
of the vote. In that case, they win a
seat outright, and there’s no runoff
election.

—Dw
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7 injured in shooting in
US State of Nebraska

WASHINGTON: At least sev- ) |
en people, including four chil-
dren, were injured in a shooting
incident that took place in the
city of Crete, in the US state of
Nebraska. Local police said that
a'74-year-old man opened fire on his neighbors from inside his
house, wounding seven people, including four children, before
committing suicide. The injured adults were between 22 and
43 years old, while the children were between 3 and 10 years
old, police clarified. The police said that investigations are un-
derway to determine the motives and details of the incident.

Heavy rains cause flooding
in eastern Czech Republic

PRAGUE: Heavy rains have caused flooding in the east of the
Czech Republic, the emergency services reported On Mon-
day. There were more than 300 callouts in Zlin, an industrial
city some 250 kilometres south-east of Prague near the bor-
der with Slovakia, with pumps being used to drain cellars and
ground floors and fallen trees cleared from roads, they said.
In the village of Sazovice to the west of Zlin, the water rose to
up to 1 metre on the streets. A dozen people had to be taken to
safety from their homes. In Rackova, a village to the north of
Zlin, more than 40 buildings were flooded, including the mu-
nicipal offices and the school.

GGlobal India Al Summit
to be held in New Delhi

NEW DELHI: India is or- |ESe et e Rt N
ganising the ‘Global India - - LR Sk
ATl Summit 2024’ under 3 H .
the aegis of the Ministry of
Electronics and Informa-
tion Technology, sched-
uled for July 3-4 in New
Delhi. According to a press
release by the Ministry of
Electronics and IT, the summit aims to foster collaboration
and facilitate knowledge exchange among international AT
experts, reinforcing India’s dedication to ethical and inclusive
AT growth. The Global India AT Summit 2024 will serve as a
vital platform for stakeholders from diverse sectors, includ-
ing science, industry, civil society, governments, international
organisations, and academia. — agencies

Indians spend twice as much on weddings
as compared to 18 years of child education

NEW DELHI: A report from
Jefferies has revealed stark dis-
parities in expenditure patterns
among Indians, showing that the
average spending on weddings far
surpasses investments in 18 years
of child education.

According to the report, the av-
erage expenditure on weddings
in India stands at approximately
Rs1.2 million ($14,500).

This amount is notably five
times higher than India’s GDP per
capita and over three times the av-
erage annual household income of
around Rs0.4 million ($4,5000).

In comparison, the total ex-
penditure on education from pre-
primary to graduation for nearly
18 years amounts to just $8,000
(Rs0.6 million), making wedding
expenses nearly twice as much as
educational investments.

Globally, India’s wedding ex-
penditure-to-GDP ratio of 5x is
significantly higher than many
other countries.

For instance, in the United
States, the ratio for public educa-
tionis only 0.5x and 0.1x for private
education compared to wedding
expenses.

India, known as the largest wed-
ding destination globally, hosts
between 8 to 10 million weddings
annually, underscoring the scale
and economic impact of its wed-
ding industry.

Indian wedding market
Estimated at a whopping $130 bil-
lion, the Indian wedding market
dwarfs that of the United States
and plays a pivotal role in driv-
ing consumption across various
sectors.

Despite being generally cost-
conscious, Indian households al-
locate substantial resources to
weddings, a trend that may seem

disproportionate to income levels.

The average wedding expendi-
ture of $15,000 (Rsl.2 million)
starkly contrasts with spending on
education, reflecting cultural pri-
orities and economic behaviours
unique to the country.

The wedding industry in India

chases and celebratory attire.

acts as a catalyst for growth in sec-
tors such as jewellery, apparel, ca-
tering, hospitality, and travel.
More than half of the jewellery
industry’s revenues are attributed
to bridal jewellery, while over 10
per cent of apparel expenditures
are driven by wedding-related pur-

Furthermore, the concept of
‘Streedhan,” where property, as-
sets, and jewellery are given to the
bride as financial security, remains
deeply ingrained in Indian culture,
further bolstering demand for jew-
ellery and related products.

Overall, the wedding industry
in India not only sustains various
sectors directly but also indirectly
fuels demand in segments like au-
tomobile, consumer electronics,
and paints, highlighting its pivotal
role in the broader economy:.

The disparity between wedding
and education expenditures un-
derscores the intricate balance be-
tween cultural practices and eco-
nomic realities in India, shaping
consumer behaviour and market
dynamics across the country.

— ANI
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UN Security Council to discuss Gaza
reconstruction in a special session

Members of the
Security Council will
receive a briefing
from Sigrid Kaag,
the United Nations
Coordinator for
Humanitarian Affairs
and Reconstruction
in Gaza. The hriefing
is in accordance
with Resolution
2720, adopted on
December 22, 2023

GAZA: The United Nations Secu-
rity Council is scheduled to con-
vene a special session on Tuesday,
to address the ongoing humanitar-
ian situation in Gaza, specifically
focusing on reconstruction efforts
in the region.

Members of the Security Coun-

SriLankan Navy
apprehends 26
Indian fishermen

RAMESWARAM: The Sri Lan-
kan Navy apprehended 26 Indian
fishermen, and seized four boats,
the Fishermen Association of
Pamban said. The fishermen had
gone fishing from Pamban in the
Rameswaram Island area near the
Palk Bay sea area, the Fishermen
Association added.

Condemning the move by the
Sri Lankan Navy, the fishermen of
Pamban along with their families
took partin aroad blockade to pro-
test the arrest of the fishermen.

Last week, the Sri Lankan Navy
apprehended 22 Tamil Nadu fish-
ermen for fishing near Nedunthee-
vu in Sri Lankan waters, according
to the Rameswaram Fisherman
Association.

While the fishermen were fish-
ing near Nedundeevu in the Palk-
bay Sea area, the Sri Lankan Navy
arrived and seized three boats
belonging to the fishermen of
Thangachimadam. — ant

cil will receive a briefing from
Sigrid Kaag, the United Nations
Coordinator for Humanitarian Af-
fairs and Reconstruction in Gaza.
The briefing is in accordance with
Resolution 2720, adopted on De-
cember 22, 2023.

Recently, Kaag held discussions
in Washington with US Secretary
of State Antony Blinken regarding
the Gaza situation.

Occupation army continues
its large-scale aggression
against Nur Shams

The Israeli occupation forces con-
tinued on Monday their onslaught
against Nour Shams refugee
camp, east of the city of Tulkarm,

causing extensive destruction to
its infrastructure and residents’
properties.

Local sources said that the oc-
cupation forces accompanied by
military tanks and vehicles broke
into the camp and imposed a strict
siege on it, preventing people from
leaving or entering the camp.

The forces further deployed
their snipers on the roofs of sev-
eral buildings and surrounding
the camp.

The occupation bulldozers have
been bulldozing and destroying
the camp’s infrastructure since
4:00 am local time. They also de-
liberately vandalised public and
private property along Nablus

Street, and destroyed the main wa-
ter line feeding the camp.

At dawn on Monday, the occu-
pation forces stormed the city of
Tulkarm, accompanied by four
military bulldozers from its west-
ern axis, and roamed its main
streets, specifically al-Alimi, al-
Sikka, and Nablus Streets, amid
intense flights of reconnaissance
warplanes.

Meanwhile, the occupation bull-
dozers also destroyed the vicin-
ity of the al-Younis roundabout in
the northern neighborhood of the
city and the vicinity of the Aktaba
roundabout east of Tulkarm.

Earlier yesterday, an Israeli
drone bombed a house in al-

Manshiya neighborhood in Nour
Shams camp, killing Saeed the 24-
year- old Izzat Jaber and wound-
ing five others, including two in
serious condition.

With the killing of Jaber, the
number of Palestinians who were
killed by Israeli forces in Tulkarm
since the Israeli aggression against
the Gaza Strip began on October 7,
2023 now rises to 114.

Israeli forces detain

16 Palestinians from

the West Bank

The Israeli occupation forces de-
tained atleast 16 Palestinians from
the occupied West Bank, including
a female student at Birzeit Uni-
versity, children, and former pris-
oners, in addition to five civilians
from Gaza residing in the West
Bank, according to the Detainees
and Ex-Detainees Commission
and the Palestinian Prisoner’s So-
ciety (PPS).

In a joint statement, the two or-
ganizations said that the detention
operations were concentrated in
Ramallah and al-Bireh governo-
rates, while the others took place
in Hebron, Nablus, and Tubas gov-
ernorates.

They clarified that this figure
includes those detained from
their homes, at military check-
points, those who surrendered
under pressure, and those taken as
hostages.

Israeli occupation forces de-
tained more than 9, 465 Palestin-
ians from the West Bank, includ-
ing occupied Jerusalem, since the
start of the ongoing Israeli on-
slaught on the Gaza Strip on Octo-
ber 7,2023.

Israeli occupation forces con-
tinue their campaign of arrests
through raids, extensive harass-
ment, brutal beatings, threats
against detainees and their fami-
lies, alongside widespread acts of
sabotage and destruction of civil-
ian homes, the statement added.

Israeli occupation forces com-
mitted two massacres against
families in the Gaza Strip over the
last 24 hours, resulting in the doc-
umented killing of at least 23 Pal-
estinians and the injury of 91 oth-
ers, according to medical sources.

Local health authorities con-
firmed that the Palestinian death
toll from the Israeli onslaught
since October 7 has risen to 37,900
reported fatalities, with an addi-
tional 87,060 individuals sustain-
ing injuries. The majority of the
victims are women and children.

Meanwhile, ambulance and res-
cue teams are still unable to reach
many casualties and dead bodies
trapped under the rubble or scat-
tered on roads across the war-
torn enclave, as Israeli occupation
forces continue to obstruct the
movement of ambulance and civil
defense crews. — wara

North Korea fires missiles after South Korea-US-Japan drill

SEOUL: North Korea has
launched two ballistic missiles,
the South Korean military said on
Monday, as Pyongyang warned of
countermeasures against a joint
military drill.

The missiles were launched
from South Hwanghae Prov-
ince, South Korean news agency
Yonhap reported, citing the au-
thorities in Seoul. It said that one
missile had flown about 600 kilo-
metres (372 miles) while the sec-
ond flew about 120 kilometres.

To respond overwhelming-
ly to any provocation
“The South Korean military will
maintain its capacity and pos-
ture to respond overwhelmingly
to any provocation while closely
monitoring North Korea’s various
activities under a strong South
Korea-US joint defence posture,”
a military spokesperson said in a
press conference.

Pyongyang’s  state-controlled
KCNA news agency spoke of a
successful test for a “new impor-

tant technology.”

However, a spokesman for the
South Korea Joint Chiefs of Staff
told journalists that one of the test
missiles had exploded in the early
phase of the flight.
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Seoul was still analyzing the
launch and did not immediately
have confirmation whether there
were any casualties or damage
to North Korean property, the
spokesperson said.

North Korea slams

‘Asian NATO’

The launch comes less than a day
after North Korea criticized ajoint
military exercise by South Korea,
Japan and the United States held

this month, calling the alliance
“the Asian version of NATO.”

North Korea would “firmly de-
fend the sovereignty, security and
interests of the state and peace in
the region through offensive and
overwhelming countermeasures,”
a statement carried by Pyong-
yang’s state-controlled KCNA
news agency had said.

Under the rule of its supreme
leader, Kim Jong Un, North Korea
has developed nuclear-capable
missiles in recent years, despite
international sanctions against
Pyongyang over its nuclear weap-
ons and missile program.

South Korean officials have
previously said North Korea’s re-
cent short-range ballistic missile
launches may be intended to show
its wares to potential buyers.

North Korea is suspected of
supplying ballistic missiles and
artillery shells to Russia — an
allegation both countries deny
despite their pledges of military
cooperation and a pact of mutual
military support. — ow

China’s first commercilal spacecraft launch site ready for operations
1

WENCHANG (Hainan): Chi-
na’s first commercial spacecraft
launch site is ready for operations
in south China’s Hainan Province
as of Sunday, having completed a
rocket launch simulation rehears-
al using its two launch pads.

According to the Hainan Inter-
national Commercial Aerospace
Launch Co., Ltd. (HICAL), which
built and operates the launch site,
the exercises performed using the
launch pads included water spray-
ing and deluge system cooling, as
well as a rocket lifting arm erec-
tion test. Following assessments,
HICAL confirmed that the site is
operational for launch missions.

HICAL President Yang Tian-
liang called on the company to
work with satellite and rocket
developers, and to prepare for the
site’s first launch mission.

Established in June 2022, HI-
CAL was founded by the Hainan
provincial government, the China
Aerospace Science and Technol-
ogy Corporation, the China Aero-
space Science and Industry Cor-
poration, and the China Satellite
Network Group Co., Litd.

Coast of Wenchang City

The launch site has an approxi-
mate investment of 4 billion yuan
(about $560 million) and is located
off the coast of Wenchang City. It
includesalaunch area,a TT&C (te-
lemetry, tracking and command)
building, multiple rocket assembly
buildings, spacecraft testing and
integration facilities, fuel storage
facilities, and other structures. It
is positioned at a latitude of 20 de-

grees north, benefitting from the
advantages of alow latitude, which
increases rocket payload capaci-
ties and reduces launch costs.

Compared to inland launch
sites, coastal launch sites are
more convenient and safer as large
rockets can transported to site by
ship, which is very important for
commercial launch services. A
new, purpose-built port is being
planned by the Hainan provincial
government.

The coastal location also gives
HICAL an advantage in its re-
covery of reusable rockets after
launch. The company is working

with commercial rocket develop-
ers to carry out experiments re-
lated to vertical landings and the
recovery of rockets from the sea.

Two launch pads

It said the launch site is designed
with two launch pads for liquid
propellant rockets and another
two for solid propellant rockets,
with its No.1 and No.2 launch pads
completed in December 2023 and
June 2024, respectively.

The No.l pad is designed for
the Long March-8, China’s new
generation medium-lift carrier
rocket. The No.2 pad is capable of

launching multiple types of rock-
ets with various diameters from
commercial rocket companies.
Each pad has an annual capacity of
16 launches.

Capable of refuelling

The propellant and gas supply sys-
tem at the launch site is capable
of refuelling and supplying liquid
oxygen, liquid hydrogen, kerosene
and methane.

HICAL will also support com-
mercial rocket companies in
providing international com-
mercial launch services. Xiang
Dalin, vice director of HICAL’s
technical department, said the
company will issue a univer-
sal interface file of commercial
rocket designs both domestically
and internationally.

The commercial space industry
was included in the Chinese gov-
ernment work report for the first
time this year. It was listed as one
of the “emerging industries and
future-oriented industries” that
the government plans to cultivate.

According to the 2023 China
aerospace science and technology
blue book, the country completed
26 commercial launches in 2023,
accounting for 39 percent of its to-
tal number of launches.

China’s commercial space mar-
ket has maintained rapid growth
since 2015, with an average annual
growth rate of more than 20 per-
cent from 2017 to 2024.

It is estimated that its market
value will be about 2.34 trillion
yuan by 2024.

— Xinhua
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A1 Great race and a fantastic result: Al Faisal

Speaking after the win, Al Faisal
said: “It was a great race and a
fantastic result. We were not sure
how it was going to be initially.
We had a strong driver line-up
and ateam package to really come
with something strong. We were
very happy with how everything
turned out. We kept it clean with
no track limits and all my team-
mates were quick in the race.

“The most important thing was
to bring back the win but also not
only finishing as Gold Cup win-
ners but also seventh overall out
of 66 cars was something special
and something to be very proud
of. To do this under the Omani
flag was something I was very
happy to do. For what we have
done in the past few years this
was definitely at the top of the list.
It was such a hectic race. It is the
100th edition and that makes it
more special. The drivers and the
team did an amazing job.”

Sixty-six cars lined up for the
start of the centenary edition of
the 24-hour classic and Baumann
finished the opening lap in 11th
place and fourth in the Gold cate-
gory behind Glenn Van Berlo, Jim
Pla and Arjun Maini.

Baumann maintained his posi-
tion through the first half an hour
of the race before pitting after 40
minutes and climbing a place to
10th. He then moved up to ninth
shortly before the first hour mark.

Al Zubair took over for stint
No.2 and maintained ninth and
moved up to third in the Gold
Cup. The crew climbed to eighth
through the four-hour mark but
dropped back to 22nd and second
in the Gold category through one-
quarter distance.

Holder Alcaraz battles to

LONDON: Carlos Alcaraz of
Spain opened his Wimbledon
title defence with a hard-fought
victory over Estonian qualifier
and world No.269 Mark Lajal on
Monday.

The defending champion won
7-6 (7-3), 7-5, 6-2 to begin pro-
ceedings on Centre Court.

“Stepping on this court, it is the
most beautiful court I have played
on,” said the 21-year-old. “I still
get nerves when I play here.

In the other first round match-
es, Russian Daniil Medvedev, the

They were back up to 11th over-
all and leading the Gold section
after midnight and maintained
that position before day break
with heavy rain and a lot of stand-
ing water on the track forcing the
safety car to take to the circuit for
over two and a halfhours.

As the race entered its 15th
hour, the Al-Manar Racing by
Getspeed crew had climbed to
eighth and a lead in the Gold cat-
egory. At three-quarter distance,
after 18 hours of racing and 335
laps, they were classified in sixth
overall, and sandwiched between
two Pro Cup cars.

Ellis headed into the remaining
four hours holding fourth overall
behind the Rowe Racing BMW,
the Comtoyou Racing Aston Mar-
tin and the Team WRT BMW.

Driver changes followed and
Ellis found himself temporarily
in the lead. With 2hr 50min of the
race remaining, Ellis bedded into
sixth place and retained control of
the Gold category before handing
over to Grenier.

Grenier headed into the re-
maining 2hr 25min in eighth
place after 416 laps and retained
the Gold Cup advantage in sixth

No 5 seed, beat American Alek-
sandar Kovacevic 6-3, 6-4, 6-2,
and eighth seed Casper Ruud de-
feated qualifier Alex Bolt, 7-6 (2),
6-4,6-4.

Former semifinalists Grigor
Dimitrov and Denis Shapovalov
also advanced. The tenth-seeded
Dimitrov defeated Dusan Lajovic,
6-3, 6-4, 7-4 while the Canadian
knocked out No. 19 seed Nicolas
Jarry, 6-1, 7-5, 6-4.

In the women’s draw, ninth
seed Maria Sakkari rolled, 6-3,
6-1, against American qualifier

ﬁ

overall into the last hour when
the course went into a brief full
course yellow after a car stop-
page on the circuit. The Canadian
held on through the closing laps
to confirm the Gold Cup win and
seventh in the overall standings.

Sporting the new one-off livery
for the Spa race, the crew carried
out atest session before pre-prac-
tice on Thursday morning,.

Qualifying was split into four
sessions and the crew were clas-
sified fourth of the Gold Cup run-
ners in Q1 with a best run of 2min
16.917sec in a stint where their
rivals from CSA Racing topped
the times. The Al-Manar Rac-
ing by Getspeed Mercedes was
classified fourth of the Gold Cup
entries in Q2 with a run of 2min
15.891sec, fourth again in Q3 and
topped the times in Q4 with a lap
of 2min 15.9816sec.

With the times combined after
the four sessions, they lined up
in fourth on the grid amongst the
Gold Cup runners. Night practice
followed and that was followed
by a super pole session on Friday
and a final warm-up before the
Crowdstrike 24 Hours of Spa fired
into life on Saturday afternoon.

WIN Opener

MecCartney Kessler. Marta Kosty-
uk, the No. 18 seed, eased past Re-
becca Sramkova, 6-3, 6-2, while
28th-seeded countrywoman
Dayana Yastremska beat Nadia
Podoroska, 6-1, 7-6.

Elsewhere, two-time Grand
Slam champions Aryna Sabalen-
ka and Victoria Azarenka from
Belarus have withdrawn from
Wimbledon due to shoulder in-
juries on Monday. Sabalenka was
a semi-finalist at the All England
Club each of the last two times
she appeared there. - agencies

Mechanical glitch
forces Al Harthy
to retire at Spa

The OQ by Oman
Racing team were
impressive from the
start before problems
in car forced them out
of the race with eight

hours remaining

MUSCAT: A mechanical glitch
in the No.30 BMW M4 GT3 car
forced Oman’s Ahmad Al Har-
thy and his team-mates to retire
with eight hours remaining in the
Crowdstrike 24 Hours of Spa at
Spa-Francorchamps in Belgium
on Sunday.

From the outset in the centenary
staging of the Fanatec GT World
Challenge Europe powered by AWS
Endurance Cup’s blue riband event,
Al Harthy’s OQ by Oman Racing
team didn’t put a wheel wrong in
terms of driving or the pit-stops as
a top result in the Bronze class be-
came a distinct reality.

Unfortunately, an unidentified
mechanical issue on Sunday morn-
ing brought an immediate end to
the challenge of Al Harthy and
team-mates Sam De Haan, Jens
Klingmann and Calan Williams.

Everything started well with
Klingmann taking the first stint. Al
Harthy took over after the opening
pit-stop in the first hour and held
fifth in the Bronze class, but after
picking up some debris he had to
pit again around 75 minutes into
the encounter and dropped to 18th
in class as aresult.

Al Harthy then made terrific
progress through the order and
as the race approached the end of
hour two the Omani had climbed
into eighth in Bronze. Continuing
to make gains, he was back up into
the class top five before the second
scheduled pit visit.

Through the various driver cy-
cles over the coming hours, with

De Haan and Williams making
their first appearances of the race,
the strong run continued.

Heavy rain and thunderstorms
over the Ardennes made the night
portion of the race particularly
challenging and treacherous, but
Al Harthy and his team-mates
kept their bid on track with some
very impressive, committed and
yet sensible driving.

With two-thirds of therace com-
plete on Sunday morning, Kling-
mann was eighth in Bronze before
handing the car over to Williams.
It was during this stint when the
mechanical issue struck in the sec-
ond sector of the track and OQ by
Oman Racing’s involvement came
to an untimely end at Pouhon due
to atotal lack of power.

A disappointed Al Harthy said:
“It was a very tough race, one of
the hardest Spa 24 hours I have
been part of or witnessed in terms
of the level of competition and
the excitement on the race track.
We started out in a solid position,
we started climbing through as
we were planning and we knew
we had a good race car. We actu-
ally had good pace and I was really
happy with my stints.

“Unfortunately I picked up a
penalty, from some debris on the
race track, which resulted in us just
coming out of sequence slightly but
we knew we could alter that as the
race went on. Going through the
night was one of the toughest Spa
races I've been involved in, with the
rain and thunderstorms, and it was

a target to finish the night phase of
the race — which we did.

“As T was about to go in for my
final two stints, unfortunately we
had a mechanical issue with the
car with about eight hours to go
- we still have to analyse this to
find out exactly what it was. There
were zero mistakes from the team,
zero mistakes from the drivers, we
avoided any track limits penalties
and it was looking very, very strong
for a top position to be fair.”

Al Harthy congratulates

Al Faisal on Gold Class win
Oman’s motor sports leading stars
Al Harthy and Al Faisal Al Zubair
competed atthe 24hrs of Spa and it
was a bitter-sweet experience for
the duo and their respective teams.

While Al Faisal and his team-
mates claimed a Gold Class race
win, Al Harthy was forced to quit
due to problems in the car.

Later, Al Harthy said: “I would
like to congratulate Faisal Al
Zubair for winning the Gold glass.
He did an amazing job and it was
a proud moment for me to see the
Omani flag fly once again at the
Spa 24 hours.”

Next on for Al Harthy is the
GTWCE round in Germany’s Nur-
burgring on July 27-28 for round
three of the season. Prior to that, Al
Harthy will return to action in the
FIA World Endurance Champion-
ship with Team WRT with a trip
to Interlagos in Brazil for round
five of the campaign - the Rolex 6
Hours of Sao Paulo on July 13-14.
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OMAN CRUDE PRICE FALLS

The price of Oman oil has decreased,
with prices for delivery by September
2024 reaching $85.56, said Dubai

Mercantile Exchange (DME). The DME
statement said that the price of Oman oil

fell by 20 cents. - ona
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MSX INDEX ENDS HIGHER

The MSX index closed at 4,696.02 points,
up by 0.19% from previous close. The
Sharia Index ended up by 0.34% at 462.89
points. Barka Water & Power Company,
up 9.71%, was the top gainer while Oman
Qatar Insurance, down 9.09%, was the top

loser.

Treasury bills worth
OMR15mn issued

Treasury hills
promote the local
money market by
creating a benchmark
yield curve for short-

term interest rates

MUSCAT: The Central Bank of
Oman (CBO) raised OMR15 mil-
lion by a way of allotting treasury
bills on Monday.

The value of the allotted treas-
ury bills amounted to OMR3
million, for a maturity period of
28 days. The average accepted
price reached OMR99.640 for
every OMRI100, and the mini-
mum accepted price arrived at
OMR99.640 per OMR100. The
average discount rate and the aver-
age yield reached 4.69286 per cent
and 4.70981 per cent, respectively.

Whereas, the value of the al-
lotted treasury bills amounted to
OMRI12 million, for a maturity

period of 91 days. The average ac-
cepted price reached OMR98.732
for every OMR100, and the mini-
mum accepted price arrived at
OMR98.730 per OMR100. The
average discount rate and the aver-
age yield reached 5.08476 per cent
and 5.15005 per cent, respectively.

Treasury bills are short-term
highly secured financial instru-
ments issued by the Ministry of

Finance, and they provide licensed
commercial banks the opportunity
to invest their surplus funds. The
Central Bank of Oman (CBO) acts
as the Issue Manager and provides
the added advantage of ready li-
quidity through discounting and
repurchase facilities (Repo).

It may be noted that the interest
rate on the Repo operations with
CBO is 6.00 per cent while the dis-

Japan business mood 1IImproves as
auto woes ease but inflation weighs

TOKYO: The business sentiment
index for major Japanese manufac-
turers rose two points to 13 in June,
marking the first improvement in
two quarters, although rising costs
cast a shadow over the outlook,
Bank of Japan data showed.

The index among nonmanufac-
turers, including service providers
such as hotel operators, worsened
to 33 in June from 34, the first fall
in 16 quarters after a strong run of
improvement mainly driven by a
revival of inbound tourism, Japa-
nese news agency Kyodo News
reported. Many companies now
cite concerns about inflation and
labour shortages, according to the
Tankan quarterly survey.

The Tankan index represents the
percentage of companies reporting
favourable conditions minus the
percentage reporting unfavourable
ones. The average market forecast
for the index of large manufactur-
ers, compiled by Kyodo News, was
for an improvement to 12.

Automakers, retailers
indices
The data highlighted a divergence

Sidrah 3.0

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The much-anticipated
Sidrah 3.0, the latest edition of the
leadership programme for Omani
women, has officially launched,
promising a dynamic platform for
personal and professional growth.
Building on the success of the past
two years, which saw 106 women
achieve significant milestones in
their careers, Sidrah 3.0 aims to
cultivate entrepreneurial mind-
sets that align with Oman’s evolv-
ing socio-economic landscape.

Co-designed and co-run by La-
hunna Oman and Outward Bound
Oman, Sidrah 3.0 welcomes a di-
verse group of women aged 20-35
from across the Sultanate, includ-
ing jobseekers, young profession-
als and entrepreneurs all united
to learn, lead and innovate. This
two-phased programme is crafted
to endow participants with the
entrepreneurial understanding,
resilience, and leadership quali-
ties essential for shaping the next
generation of trailblazers and
business leaders.

Through a blend of experiential
learning, interactive workshops,
mentorship, community building,
and personalised coaching, Sidrah
3.0 kindles a lifelong passion for

in how well companies and sec-
tors are coping with rising energy
and raw material costs, further
inflated by a weak yen.

Sentiment improved in sectors
dealing with raw materials that
have been able to pass on costs,
such as pulp and paper, but the food
and steel sectors became less opti-
mistic due to inflation concerns.

“Business sentiment is good
overall,” said Yoshimasa Maruy-
ama, chief economist at SMBC
Nikko Securities Inc.

‘While the mood was still posi-
tive among automakers the index
fell by one point to 12.

Sentiment among retailers,
however, worsened to 19, down 12
points, with Japanese households
yet to feel the impact of real wage
growth due to inflation.

High import costs
Theyen’s persistent depreciation,
particularly against the U.S dol-
lar, means resource-poor Japan
will continue to see higher import
costs accelerating inflation.

A weak yen, however, is a boon
to exporters because it boosts

learning and growth and forms a
supportive community that will
brighten Oman’s future with its
purpose and grit.

Over the 3-month programme,
participants will be immersed
in simulations and role-plays
which are designed to heighten
self-awareness, perseverance,
and effective collaboration. This
holistic approach aims to release

their overseas profits when repat-
riated. It also makes travelling to

and shopping in Japan cheaper
for foreign tourists. Hotel and
restaurant operators, and those
providing face-to-face services,
remained optimistic, despite the
sector index falling slightly.
Japanese companies expect

the dollar to trade at 144.77 yen in

fiscal 2024, sharply higher from
141.42 yen in the previous survey
in March. The dollar rose above
161 yen at one point last week,
amid heightened market vigi-
lance about possible intervention

by Japanese authorities to slow
the yen’s sharp decline.

The Japanese economy con-

tracted an annualised real 2.9

percent in the January-March
quarter, rather than declining 1.8
percent, according to revised data
released Monday, underscoring
soft domestic demand.

Still, Japanese companies
are planning to ramp up capital
spending by 84 percent in the

year to next March, the BOJ sur-
vey showed, after a 10.6 percent

increase in fiscal 2023. -wam

their sense of higher purpose and
shape service-oriented mindsets,
so they can make a meaningful
impact within their communities
and beyond.

Shatha Salim Al Maskiry,
Founder of Lahunna Oman, said:
“Following the success of our pre-
vious editions, we are privileged
to provide Omani women with an
enriching journey that inspires

count rate on the Treasury Bills
Discounting Facility with CBO is
6.50 per cent.

Furthermore, treasury bills pro-
mote the local money market by
creating a benchmark yield curve
for short-term interest rates. Addi-
tionally, the government may also
resort to this instrument when-
ever felt necessary for financing its
recurrent expenditures. -ona

India to create cross-
border retail payment
platform with four
ASEAN countries

NEW DELHI: India has joined
Project Nexus, a multilateral in-
ternational initiative that aims
to enable instant cross-border
retail payments through inter-
linking payment systems of vari-
ous countries.

Nexus was conceptualised by
the Innovation Hub of the Bank
for International Settlements
(BIS) to connect the payment
systems of four ASEAN coun-
tries (Malaysia, Philippines, Sin-
gapore, and Thailand) and India,
who would be the founding mem-
bers and first mover countries of
this platform.

As per a statement from the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI), an
agreement was signed by the
BIS and the central banks of the
founding countries -- Bank Ne-
gara Malaysia (BNM), Bank of
Thailand (BOT), Bangko Sentral
ng Pilipinas (BSP), Monetary
Authority of Singapore (MAS),
and the RBI on Sunday (June 30,
2024), in Basel, Switzerland. In-
donesia, which has been involved
from the early stages, continues to
be involved as a special observer.

The RBI statement said that

the platform may be extended to
more countries, going forward.
The platform is expected to go live
by 2026. Once functional, Nexus
will play akey role in making retail
cross-border payments efficient,
faster, and more cost-effective.

RBI has been collaborating bi-
laterally with various countries
to link India’s digital public in-
frastructure -- Unified Payments
Interface (UPI) -- with their re-
spective counterparts for cross-
border payments.

While India and its partner
countries can continue to benefit
through such bilateral connec-
tivity of fast payment systems,
a multilateral approach, such as
this Nexus, will provide a further
push to such efforts in expanding
the international reach of Indian
payment systems.

Payments through digital means
in India are hitting fresh highs, as
its citizens are increasingly adopt-
ing the emerging modes of trans-
acting on the internet. The UPI
payment system has become huge-
ly popular for retail digital pay-
ments in India, and its adoption is
increasing at arapid pace. -ant

Boeing to acquire subcontractor
Spirit AeroSystems for $4.7bn

NEW YORK: Aircraft manufac-
turer giant Boeing has announced
plans to acquire Spirit AeroSys-
tems for $4.7 billion in an all-stock
transaction for the firm, which was
already part of Boeing’s manufac-
turing chain.

The acquisition is worth $4.7
billion, at $37.25 per share. The to-
tal deal, however, is for $8.3 billion,
which includes the subcontrac-
tor’s debt, Boeing said in a state-
ment late Sunday.

“We believe this deal is in the
best interest of the flying public,
our airline customers, the em-
ployees of Spirit and Boeing, our
shareholders and the country
more broadly,” Boeing President
and CEO Dave Calhoun said in the
statement.

Spirit was owned by Boeing un-
til 2005, when it was sold off in a
bid to reduce costs. With this deal,
Boeing will begin to move away
from its strategy of outsourcing
key parts of its passenger planes.

Centring ‘safety and
quality’
Boeing is by far Spirit’s biggest cli-

them to shape their future with
confidence. We have expanded
the program to include entrepre-
neurial skills, so they can par-
ticipate and drive innovation in
serving the national priorities of
Oman’s Vision 2040.”

Richard Lewis, Executive Direc-
tor at Outward Bound Oman said,
“Today, we embark on a new jour-
ney with the launch of the Sidrah

hi]
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ent, with around 70% of'its revenue
coming from the American plane
maker in 2023. The two compa-
nies have faced intense scrutiny
since a near-catastrophic incident
in January, when a fuselage panel
blew off a 737 MAX mid-flight.

“By reintegrating Spirit, we can
fully align our commercial pro-
duction systems, including our
Safety and Quality Management
Systems, and our workforce to the
same priorities, incentives and

3.0 in collaboration with Lahunna
Oman. Through our innovative
Sidrah programme, we aim to em-
power young women by building
their capabilities and expanding
their professional horizons. Out-
ward Bound Oman’s renowned
soft skills outdoor courses are at
the heart of this initiative, provid-
ing unique opportunities for par-
ticipants to develop leadership,
resilience, and meaningful con-
nections. By fostering the personal
and professional growth of young
women, we are contributing to the
realization of a diversified and sus-
tainable economy, as envisioned in
Oman Vision 2040.”

The programme includes ses-
sions delivered by Protiviti Oman,
IDENTITY in addition to online
courses by Salalem, an Al-pow-
ered Learning Management Sys-
tem, group coaching sessions and
one-on-one sessions by the In-
ternational Coaching Federation
(ICF) - Oman Chapter. Fostering
empathy, active citizenship and
social responsibility participants
are mandated to volunteer and
lend their time and support to ad-
dress community needs.

Malak Al Shaibani, General
Manager of Corporate Relations
and ICV at Oman Shell expressed,

outcomes — centred on safety and
quality,” Calhoun said.

Separately, European aerospace
giant Airbus also announced that
it would buy “major activities re-
lated to Airbus” from subcontrac-
tor Spirit AeroSystems.

The group said this includes pro-
duction sites related to the A350
in North Carolina and France, as
well as the production of the A220
parts in Belfast, Casablanca in Mo-
rocco and in Kansas, US. -ow

to unleash entrepreneurial spirit among Omani women

“We have been a supporter of
Sidrah since its inception, and it
is evidently an initiative that has
been successful in unleashing and
transforming the potential of the
young Omani women.

“We invest in youth, especially
women to develop them as en-
trepreneurial leaders who will
certainly contribute to the sus-
tainable development of Oman.
Women’s development is a key
pillar of the Shell Powering Lives
strategy, and we believe that the
Sidrah program is the perfect ini-
tiative to help us achieve this goal.”

Sidrah 3.0 is proudly supported
by a group of partners and spon-
sors, including Oman Shell, Visa,
MB Foundation, OQ and Bank
Nizwa as well as media partners
Al Wisal, Merge 104.8, and Virgin
Radio Oman.

Launched in Oman in June
2022, Sidrah has consistently cre-
ated a space for Omani women to
share their talents and overcome
their self-limiting beliefs. The pro-
gramme equips participants with
essential future-of-work skills in
problem-solving, change leader-
ship, character development, and
service learning, all while rein-
forcing Omani values, social re-
sponsibility, and citizenship.
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Index High Low Value Prev.Value Diff Diff %
MSX 30 INDEX 4,711.99 4,687.13 4,696.02 4,687.26 8.76 0.19
FINANCIAL INDEX 7,708.84 7,671.83 7,677.20 7,684.90 =770 -0.10
. Industry Index 6,086.94 6,038.42 6,065.12 6,066.29 -1.17 -0.02
8 T D [3 K Services Index 1,845.28 1,820.06 1,831.00 1,820.39 10.61 0.58
MSX Shariah Index 46347 458.93 462.89 461.33 1.57 0.34
MSX TR INDEX 6,545.42 6,510.89 6,523.25 6,511.08 12.17 0.19
FINANCIAL TR IDX 8,758.04 8,715.99 8,722.08 8,730.84 -8.75 -0.10
INDUSTRIAL TR IDX 7,022.89 6,966.90 6,997.71 6,999.06 -1.35 -0.02
SERVICES TR IDX 2,139.97 2,110.72 212341 2,111.10 12.31 0.58
FIXED INCOME INDEX 1,069.10 1,069.10 1,069.10 1,069.10 0.00 0.00
Volume................. Turnover .......... Trades Market Cap. Up Down Equal......... Sec. Traded
17,621,445 ....ovooe. 2,875,246.....occcorrr 926....cc... 24,282,213,864 19 12 17 48

Barka Water & Power Company, up 9.71%, was

the top gainer while Oman (atar Insurance,

down 9.09%, was the top loser
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ISIN. SECURITY NAME

NOLUME

REGULAR MARKET

TURNOVER........ TRADES..........| OPEN PRICE........HIGH ..o M CLOSEPR.........PREV. CLOSE........ DIFF (RD)............ it LAST PR LAST BID....... LAST OFFER........... PARVALLE......... MARKET CAP

OM0000004933 AL SUWADIPOWER

4,269,

OM0000002440
OMO0000003125.
OM0000004925

AL SHARQIYA INVESTMENT HO.

ALBATINAH POWER

487,456,

GLOBAL FINANCIAL INVESTMENT HO.

426,90
1,133,747,

0OMO0000001681 .. OMAN EMIRATES HO.

197,59

OMO0000003398 SOHAR INTERNATIONAL BANK

3,434,439

54,294,882

200,000
14,800,000
49,941,670
10,115,625

58,505,493

OMO0000001483. NATIONAL BANK OMAN 07,879. 414,616,321
OMO0000009072 0QGAS NETWORKS 3,505,20: 496,510 0.100....614,948,597
0OMO0000003968 OOREDOO 166,646. 48,661 0.100....190,075,715
0OMO0000008934 ABRAJ ENERGY SERVICES 1,61 80,636 0.100....228,749,400
OMO0000001749.. OMAN CEMENT 500. 194 0.100....127,385,993
OMO0000002176.. JAZEERA STEEL PRODUCT! 700. 207 0.100...... 36,844,898
OMO0000002796 BANK MUSCAT 1,146,976............ 288,242 .1,884,105,663

0OMO0000004735 SEMBCORP SALALAH.

745! 7,706

OMO0000004768 MADINA TAKAFUL

IS5 7— 14,54

0OMO0000003224 RENAISSANCE SERVICES

0.

OMO0000003026 OMAN TELECOM.

199,554...........

0OMO0000002374.. UNITED FINANCE

65,000.

Total 1

12,421,324

< 98,320,911
14,000,000
84,398,370

-...758,250,000
....... 21,367,638

B= = L2 = ) O
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terms of turnover.

A total number of 926 trades
were executed during the day’s
trading session, generating turn-
over of RO 2.88 million, with
more than 17.62 million shares
changing hands. Out of 48 trad-
ed securities, 19 advanced, 12
declined, and 17 remained un-
changed. At the session close, do-
mestic investors were net buyers
for RO 343K while foreign inves-
tors were net sellers for RO 251K,
followed by GCC & Arab inves-
tors for RO 93K worth of shares.

Financial Index closed at
767720 points, down 0.1%.
Prices of Al Shargia Investment,
Global Financial Investments,

Prices of Galfar Engineering,
Oman Chromite were up by
1.21%, 0.24% respectively. Prices
of Oman Fisheries, Raysut Ce-
ment, Oman Cables Industry
were down by 8.16%, 2.08%,
1.50% respectively.

Services Index was up by
0.58% before closing at 1,831.00
points. Prices of Barka Water &
Power Company, National Gas,
Al Jazeera Services, Al Suwadi
Power, Al Batinah Power were
up by 9.71%, 5.41%, 4.26%, 4.11%,
2.78% respectively. Prices of Al
Maha Markting, Oman Telecom,
Renaissance Services were down
by 3.67%, 0.39%, 0.28% respec-

tively. — United Securities

Apple plans to make AirPods with in-built cameras

WASHINGTON: Apple is report-
edly planning to add cameras to its
AirPods, with mass production of
these revamped earbuds expected
by 2026.

This development, revealed by
analyst and Apple insider Ming-
Chi Kuo, suggests that the tech
giant aims to incorporate built-in
infrared (IR) cameras into the Air-

Pods to enhance their functionali-
ty, particularly in conjunction with
augmented reality (AR) headsets.

Kuo’s report indicates that these
new AirPods will feature an IR
camera similar to the Face ID mod-
ule found in iPhones and iPads.

Primary objective
The primary objective of this in-

tegration is to enhance the spatial
audio capabilities of Apple’s cur-
rent and future AR headsets, in-
cluding the Vision Pro.

The IR camera on the AirPods is
expected to detect environmental
image changes, which could en-
able in-air gesture control, thereby
improving human-device interac-
tion. -ona
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MUSCAT: Under the supervi-
sion of the Ministry of Education,
represented by the Career Guid-

Center, the “Taziz” programme
was launched in the United King-
dom with the participation of 25
students from Petroleum Devel-
opment Oman’s concession areas.
The programme is funded by
Petroleum Development Oman
and implemented by the German
University of Technology in Oman
(GUtech) and lasts for four weeks.
The “Taziz” programme aims
to improve students’ proficiency
in the English language, enhance
their skills in social communica-
tion, and foster intercultural ex-
change in some of the best schools
specialized in teaching English.
Zahran bin Nasser Al-Mughdri,
Assistant Director of the Career
Guidance and Entrepreneurship
Studies Department at the Ca-
reer Guidance and Student Coun-
seling Center, said: “The ‘Taziz’
programme is one of the most im-
portant programmes supervised
by the Ministry of Education, rep-
resented by the Career Guidance
and Student Counseling Center,
in cooperation with Petroleum
Development Oman and the Ger-
man University of Technology in
Oman. The programme, imple-
mented in the United Kingdom
for the second consecutive year,

ance and Student Counselling

aims to equip students with Eng-
lish language skills and enhance
their scientific and academic
capabilities in this area, achiev-
ing high levels of understand-
ing through the best universities
and schools worldwide special-
ized in teaching English as a first
language. The programme offers
participating students the oppor-
tunity to develop their language
skills, meet peers from different
countries, and learn about vari-
ous other cultures.”

Suleiman bin Nasser Al-Kindi,
Head of the Community Pro-
grammes Team at Petroleum
Development Oman, said: “We
always strive to develop the skills
of students in Petroleum Devel-
opment Oman’s concession areas
through various local and inter-
national programmes, aiming to
enhance their contemporary life
skills, refine their scientific per-
sonalities, and prepare them for
future academic life. The ‘Taziz’
programme is an important edu-
cational window for eleventh-
grade students to prepare them
for university life.”

Yousuf Al-Darwishi, Manager of
Media and Communications at the
German University of Technology
in Oman and the overall supervi-
sor of the “Taziz” programme,
said: “The program provides an
opportunity for participating stu-

skills and English proficiency

dents to develop their scientific
and personal skills through a vari-
ety of academic, cultural, and rec-
reational activities that contribute
to broadening their intellectual
horizons and enhancing their fu-
ture goals. The German Univer-
sity possesses the scientific and
academic expertise to achieve the
programme’s objectives according
to a specialised educational and
academic system.”

Programme structure

The Ministry of Education, in
collaboration with Petroleum
Development Oman, supervis-
es the selection of 70 students
from Petroleum Development
Oman’s concession areas to join
the “Marifa” summer academic
programme at the German Uni-
versity of Technology in Oman.
This programme aims to equip
students with three main compo-
nents: the academic component,
competencies focusing on per-
sonal skills, and a range of extra-
curricular activities.

After completing the “Marifa”
programme, 25 students will be
selected to join the “Taziz” pro-
gramme to study English in the
United Kingdom for four weeks.
This programme is based on
specialised courses designed to
improve students’ proficiency in
English.
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xcessive heat. Emerging

diseases. Severe storms and

off-season illnesses. The en-

vironmental hazards asso-

ciated with climate change
threaten the physical and mental health
of children and families — and can be a
source of anxiety.

It’s not just speculation. Communi-
ties are already impacted by such cli-
mate change effects as heat illness from
dangerous temperatures, asthma hospi-
talizations from earlier and more severe
pollen seasons, and trauma from severe
wildfires and storms.

“When we talk with parents about
what’s good for theirkids, part of our job is
connecting the dots between our chang-
ing climate and their children’s health,”
said Dr. Samantha Ahdoot, a pediatrician.
“All children need exercise, nutritious

WHAT PARENTS
NEED TO KNOW ABOUT
GLIMATE GHANGE AND

GHILDREN'S HEALTH

food and stable communities to thrive.
But climate change poses new challeng-
es for our patients, from struggling to
breathe due to wildfire smoke to flooded
homes from extreme rainfall events to
extreme heat. When we talk about the
need to heal the planet, we are also talk-
ing about protecting our children’s ability
to grow up in a safe, healthy world.”

The American Academy of Pediatrics
(AAP), which has long recognized the
impact of climate change on children,
recently announced a new strategic
initiative on environmental health and
disaster readiness as a priority outlined
by its Board of Directors for 2024. The
AAP is recommending steps not only for
communities and policy makers, but for
families. Here are a few suggestions:

» Help your community adopt climate
solutions. The AAP recommends a tran-

sition away from fossil fuels and toward
clean, renewable energy like wind, solar
and geothermal. Join forces with a local
group to help bring clean energy to your
school, town, state or even country. The
AAP also recommends that communi-
ties incorporate healthy transportation
systems, including public transit and
walkable, bikeable pathways that allow
children to be outdoors and active. Fami-
lies can get involved at the local level to
help create safe routes to walk and bike
where you live.

¢ Let kids know that their voices and
advocacy can be powerful. Kids may be
inspired to know that some of our most
effective and powerful climate advocates
today are children and youth. Support
their engagement in local, state and na-
tional climate solutions.

* Reduce your own energy consumption

TUESDAY, JULY 2, 2024

and waste. Walking, biking, taking public
transit, carpooling, and adopting a more
plant-forward diet are all ways to help pro-
mote health for kids and the planet.

* Show them you care. Let kids know
that their adult caregivers—parents and
pediatricians included—are committed
to climate action solutions that protect
their health and their world.

More information is available at
HealthyChildren.org.

“What is healthy for the planet is
also healthy for children,” Dr. Ahdoot
said. “Pediatricians and parents share
the same goal—to protect children’s
health today, and ensure that they have
a healthy future in adulthood. Protecting
our planet helps preserve a healthy world
that can provide all children the nutri-
tion, play, and community stability that
they need to thrive.”- statepoint
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Spain set up blockbuster date
with Germany in quarters

Williams scores
stunner for Spain
as they overcome
a spirited Georgia
4-1in Euro 2024

knockout match

COLOGNE: Spain set up a block-
buster quarter-final tie with Euro
2024 hosts Germany by surviving
an early scare to ease past Georgia
4-1 on Sunday.

Playing in their first major tour-
nament, Georgia had to soak up
heavy pressure from Spain early on
but stunned those watching on at
Cologne Stadium when they took a
surprise lead after 18 minutes.

Spain defender Robinle Normand
poked Otar Kakabadze’s curling
cross into his own net, finishing off
a devastating counter-attack and si-
lencing supporters behind their goal.

Substitutes warming up sprinted
over to Khvicha Kvaratskhelia, who
led Georgia’s celebrations in the
corner. It sparked confidence in
Georgia but Spain’s pressure even-
tually paid off when Manchester

s
i

City’s Rodri drilled a shot into the
bottom corner - beating goalkeeper
Giorgi Mamardashvili, who had an-
other outstanding overall display.
Spain continued to excite in at-
tack, stringing together countless
chances, and capitalised when Fa-
bian Ruiz nodded in a cross from
16-year-old Lamine Yamal.
Georgia continued to battle
and Napoli winger Kvaratskhelia
would have scored the goal of the
tournament had his clever chip
from the halfway line bounced a

e e ara

metre to the right instead of pass-
ing the post.

But despite Georgia’s flair and
unpredictability, Spain’s accom-
plished possession game took
control - Nico Williams striking
powerfully into the roof of the net
to make it 3-1, before Dani Olmo’s
precise finish capped things off.

European giants and home fa-
vourites Germany are up next for
Spain in Stuttgart on Friday, while
Georgia exit the competition after
a fairytale run in which they mas-
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sively exceeded expectations.

“This is the path we are in. Ger-
many at home will be very strong
but we have no fear,” said Rodri, on
Spain’s next match.

“I'm sure they will be worried
about us too. We will have to play
fantastic but we are here to try to
win, not play well or give a good
image. We are going all out to try
towin.”

Spain’s flawless record in the
group stages — winning all three
matches without conceding a goal -

meant they were considered heavy
favourites for this knockout tie.

They had to show resilience
when Georgia then ripped up the
script, stunning Spain with a goal
against the run of play, but Luis de
la Fuente’s men delivered.

Largely considered tournament
favourites for the way they have
played so far, Spain only consoli-
dated that opinion with a ruth-
less second-half display, full of
creativity.

Yamal and Williams, 21, danced
together in the corner after Spain’s
third goal, with both putting in an-
other exciting performance.

Substitute Olmo also took his
opportunity to shine, getting his
name on the scoresheet, having
looked bright in their 1-0 win over
Albania. Spain were tested by
Georgia but did not let their coun-
ter-attacking threat disrupt their
rhythm, and it paid off.

Quarter-final opponents Ger-
many will pose their biggest chal-
lenge so far but Spain have shown
more than enough to maintain
their ‘tournament favourites’ tag.

“We created many chances and
it could have been 8-1 which would
have been normal,” said Spain
manager Luis de la Fuente.

“We need to value how impor-
tant this victory is because the op-
ponents were really good.

“We know this next game
[against Germany] could have

Mexico crash out Belingham, Kane score as
England edge Slovakia

after goalles draw

with Ecuador

ARIZONA: Ecuador drew 0-0
with Mexico on Sunday to finish
second in their Copa America
group and set up a quarter-final
against defending champions
Argentina.

The result meant Mexico went
out of the competition as they
finished third in Group B, with
Ecuador finishing a place above
them and progressing courtesy of
abetter goal difference.

Mexico applied plenty of pres-
sure in the latter stages as they
chased victory and were awarded
a penalty in the seventh minute
of added time when Felix Torres
was adjudged to have brought
down Guillermo Martinez.

But, after VAR asked the ref-
eree to review the incident, the
decision was overturned as Tor-

res appeared to get a touch on the
ball when making his challenge.

“Whenever an objective is not
meant, there is certain discom-
fort and doubts, that’s only natu-
ral, no matter who’s here,” said
Mexico manager Jaime Lozano
following his side’s elimination.

“But the players kept believing
until the very end, that’s not easy.

“That decision [about my fu-
ture] is not up to me.”

Ecuador will play Argentina at
on Friday.

Venezuela beat Jamaica 3-0
to finish top of Group B and will
take on Canada on Saturday in
the last eight of the competition.

Eduard Bello, Salomon Ron-
don and Eric Ramirez each
scored for Venezuela, who also
beat Ecuador and Mexico.

GELSENKIRCHEN: Jude Bell-
ingham produced a moment of
genius to keep England in Euro
2024 as they survived another
desperate display and a huge
scare to beat Slovakia 2-1 in dra-
matic fashion to reach the last
eight on Sunday.

England were seconds away
from an embarrassing exit in
Gelsenkirchen as Slovakia de-
fended a lead they had held since
the 25th minute when Ivan
Schranz raced into the box to
poke a low finish past England
keeper Jordan Pickford.

It was then that Bellingham,
who celebrated his 21st birthday
on Saturday, demonstrated the
brilliance that has made him Eng-
land’s new superstar by going air-
borne in the penalty area to send
Marc Guehi’s headed flick past
Martin Dubravka with a stunning
overhead kick.

Bellingham rescued England
from a performance that plumbed
such depths that his goal was
their first effort on target - but
then set the platform for a victory
as Slovakia, who had defended so
stubbornly, were left stunned.

And captain Harry Kane em-
phasised England’s sudden supe-
riority a minute into the extra 30
minutes when he headed home
from close range to complete a
remarkable turnaround and set

up a quarter-final meeting with
Switzerland. England’s display
before Bellingham’s wonder goal
was another to add to the catalogue
of mediocrity they have delivered
under Gareth Southgate in Germa-
ny, even though Kane had missed
an easy header and Declan Rice
struck a post as they strived for the
equaliser.

England’s great escape
England’s hopes looked lost as
they went into the closing mo-
ments against Slovakia, with even
their own fans reduced to sub-
dued silence by the lack of qual-
ity and inspiration they had been
forced to witness.

Six India players included in ICC T20
World Cup “Team of the Tournament’

NEW DELHI: After India’s vic-
tory in the recently concluded
T20 World Cup 2024, Rohit
Sharma and five others were in-
cluded in the team of the tourna-
ment named by the International
Cricket Council (ICC).

After India’s stupendous show
in the T20 World Cup 2024, six
Men in Blue players have been
included in the team of the tour-
nament. The selection panel con-
sisted of commentators Harsha
Bhogle, Ian Bishop and Kass Nai-
doo and ICC General Manager of
Cricket Wasim Khan.

Rohit Sharma scored 257
runs at a strike rate of 156.7 and
smashed three fifties after playing
all the matches of the tournament.

Rohit embraced India’s new ap-
proach in T20Is and showed the
way with his brilliant ball striking.
The India skipper showed con-
sistency as well while maintain-
ing a brilliant strike-rate.

With two half-centuries and a
vital 47 in the semi-final against
England, Suryakumar Yadavhada
good tournament from the middle
order despite playing on some dif-
ficult batting wickets.

India all-rounder Hardik Pan-
dya made impactful cameos down
the order with the bat and made
breakthroughs with the ball when
the Men in Blue needed him to.
His most important contribution
came in the final, when he stopped

a rampaging Heinrich Klaasen,
deceiving him with a slower ball
outside off-stump.

Axar Patel’s ability to adapt to
different roles and make impact-
ful performances proved critical
to India’s title-winning charge. In
the final, promoted up the order,
Axar made a brilliant, counter-at-
tacking 47 that helped Virat Kohli
settle in and play the anchor role.

The Player of the Tournament
Jasprit Bumrah was unstoppable

in the T20 World Cup 2024. More
than the 15 wickets he took, his
impact in restricting the scoring
rate of teams made Bumrah In-
dia’s most important player right
through the tournament.

His economy rate of 4.17 is the
best ever by any bowler in a single
edition of the men’s T20 World
Cup.

Arshdeep Singh finished as the

joint-highest wicket-taker in the
tournament with 17 wickets in
eight matches. The left-arm fast
bowler was the perfect foil for
Jasprit Bumrah with the ball and
shone with his early powerplay
spells.
Team of the tournament: Rohit
Sharma, Rahmanullah Gurbaz,
Nicholas Pooran, Suryakumar
Yadav, Marcus Stoinis, Hardik
Pandya, Axar Patel, Rashid Khan,
Jasprit Bumrah, Arshdeep Sin-
gh, Fazalhaq Farooqi. 12th man:
Anrich Nortje. - ant

Southgate and his players will
have known what awaited them
had Slovakia closed out a win that
would surely have left the man-
ager at the end of his reign and
England nowhere to go other than
to make a bitterly disappointing
retreat from Germany.

Bellingham, whose own poor
performances and demeanour
have come under scrutiny after
England’s draws against Den-
mark and Slovenia in Group C,
then illustrated why is regarded
as a new young superstar of the
game with an audacious, acrobat-
ic piece of individuality. Kane fin-
ished off the job with a trademark
poacher’s finish. - Agencies

been a final at a World Cup. It’s a
great rival we are going to face.”

A step too far in fairytale
Georgiarun

Georgia leave Germany having
earned respect from their oppo-
nents after a fairytale progression
to the knockout stages in their de-
but major tournament.

They were urged to show no fear
by manager Willy Sagnol - a for-
mer Bayern Munich and France
full-back - and they did not, driving
at Spain’s backline on the counter-
attack, dribbling with fearlessness
and taking risks throughout.

Goalkeeper Mamardashvili kept
them in the game for more than
50 minutes until Ruiz’s header
gave Spain the lead, while Napoli’s
Kvaratskhelia provided stardust
for them in attack.

The scoreline does not flatter
Spain given the number of chances
they created - but perhaps does not
tell the story of Georgia’s flamboy-
ance, and their own threat.

“Sometimes you need to take
time to look at what you have done.
‘We can be very happy. The evolu-
tion of the team has been abso-
lutely fantastic,” said Georgia boss
Willy Sagnol.

“I'm very proud of that. Now it’s
the end of our journey but I'm sure
the next one will be very exciting. I
think all Georgians want one thing
- and that is to come back.” - agemcies

Pacer Anderson
tojoin England
coaching set-up

LONDON: James Anderson will
join the England coaching set-up
as a fast-bowling mentor when he
retires from Test cricket against
West Indies at Lord’s next week,
BBC Sport reported on Monday.

The 41-year-old, the most suc-
cessful pace bowler in the history
of Test cricket, will end his interna-
tional playing career after England
told him they want to move on.

But England managing director
Rob Key said: “He’s got so much
to offer English cricket. We don’t
want to see that go.

“When we asked him, he was
keen. He is going to have a lot of
options. English cricket would be
very lucky if he chooses to stay in
the game.”

Anderson, who has taken 700
Test wickets, is currently playing
for Lancashire against Notting-
hamshire in the County Champi-
onship at Southport.

He is yet to make a decision on
his future with the Red Rose, but
Key said Anderson will be with the
England team “all summer”.

Dinesh Karthik named RCB
batting coach and mentor

BENGALURU: Indian Premier
League (IPL) franchise Royal
Challengers Bengaluru (RCB) an-
nounced former India cricketer
Dinesh Karthik as their new bat-
ting coach and mentor on Monday.

Karthik had played for RCB for
the first time in 2015 and 2016. He
scored a total of 326 runs in the 15
matches in the 2024 season at a
strike rate of 187.36 but his impact
went beyond just the number of
runs he scored.

The 39-year-old, who made his
ODI debut for India as a 19-year-
old in 2004, has vast batting expe-
rience of over two decades during
which he played 26 Tests, 94 ODIs,
and 60 T20Is for India. He also
featured in 257 IPL games, scoring
an aggregate of 4842 runs, includ-
ing 22 fifties.

Karthik said, “Coaching at a
professional level is incredibly
exciting for me and is something
I'm truly passionate about as a
new chapter in my life. Hopefully,
the breadth of my experiences as

a player can contribute to the de-
velopment of the group and bring
added value.”

“I believe that cricket success
hinges not only on technical pro-
ficiency but also on match intelli-
gence and composure. I am eager
to coach and mentor our batting
group, helping them not only re-
fine their method but also develop
the keen match awareness needed
to excel under pressure. It’s also
great that I can continue my asso-
ciation with RCB as the franchise
continues to move from strength
to strength,” he added. - ant
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Saud Bahwan Automotive unvells
Toyota’s stylish next-generation
all-new Prado in Sultanate of Oman

The all-new Prado
builds on its legacy
of strength and
reliability, blending
the legendary Land
Cruiser DNA with
modern technologies
to enhance both off-
road and everyday
performance

MUSCAT: Saud Bahwan Automo-
tive recently hosted an exclusive
event at the Grand Millennium
Hotel to launch the highly antici-
pated all-new Toyota Prado.

Ahmed Mohammed Al-Humaidi,
Chairman of Muscat Municipality,
graced the occasion as the Guest of
Honour. The event also had Shunsu-
ke Chijiiwa, Group Manager, India
and Middle East Division, Toyota
Motor Corporation as the special
guestalongside distinguished guests
from various sectors.

The evening commenced with
special highlights about the all-
new Toyota Prado. The Toyota
Prado is a legend in its own right.
Its legacy, which began over seven
decades ago with the introduc-
tion of the Toyota BJ, is marked
by outstanding rough-road driv-
ing performance and ruggedness,
famously demonstrated by reach-
ing Mount Fuji’s sixth station at
an altitude of 2,700 meters. Since
then, the Prado has become synon-
ymous with unparalleled off-road
capability, inspiring performance,
and legendary dependability.

In Oman, its popularity contin-
ues to soar. With each new intro-
duction, the Prado not only proves
its prowess but also solidifies its
place among true off-road enthu-
siasts. Today, the all-new Prado
features a striking retro design,
exhilarating performance and un-
matched capability.

The all-new Prado builds on its
legacy of strength and reliability,
blending the legendary Land Cruis-
er DNA with modern technologies
to enhance both off-road and eve-
ryday performance. The vehicle
continues to uphold Toyota’s global
reputation for providing depend-
able transportation capable of tack-
ling the toughest conditions.

Toyota’s mission for the Prado
has been to ensure safety and reli-
ability in even the harshest envi-
ronments. Customer experiences
worldwide have contributed to re-
fining the Prado’s reliability, dura-
bility, and rough-road capabilities.

The all-new Prado retains its ro-
bust body-on-frame construction
and adopts Toyota’s GA-F platform,

significantly enhancing off-road
performance. It is also designed for
easy manoeuvrability and comfort
in conventional on-road driving,
showcasing Toyota’s commitment
to practicality and customer needs.
This is the first Prado to feature an
electric power steering (EPS) sys-
tem, reducing kickback on rough
surfaces and providing smoother,

more direct steering and easier ma-
noeuvrability at all speeds.

The all-new Prado will be avail-
able with a choice of 2.4 Litre Tur-
bo Petrol and 2.8 Litre Turbo Die-
sel engines, paired with an 8-speed
automatic transmission.

The interior offers seven-seat
configurations, designed to evoke
the strength and functionality of a

true off-roader. The all-new Prado
is equipped with the latest Toyota
Safety Sense systems within a
comprehensive Toyota T-Mate
package of advanced safety fea-
tures and technologies, reducing
the burden on the driver.

The all-new Toyota Prado is
now on display at all Saud Bahwan
Automotive showrooms.

Bank Muscat wins Customer Experience Innovation Award

MUSCAT: Bank Muscat, the lead-
ingfinancial service providerinthe
Sultanate of Oman, was crowned
with the Customer Experience
Innovation Award at the CX Live
Awards Show Middle East 2024,
in recognition of its efforts in pro-
viding a distinctive experience to
its customers through applying a
comprehensive approach aimed at
providing the best services to cater
to their needs and aspirations.

Mohammed Sultan Al Habsi,
Chief Representative, UAE Rep-
resentative Office, Bank Muscat,
received the award on behalf of the
Bank, during a glorious ceremony
held in Dubai in the presence of a
number of prominent industry fig-
ures from the Middle East and the
world.

The award reflects Bank Mus-
cat’s commitment to providing
high-quality services and prod-
ucts to valued customers, wheth-
er through the Bank’s branches
spread all over the country or
through Mobile Banking and In-
ternet Banking services. Customer
satisfaction is a key focus of the
Bank’s business as it is always
keen to listen to customers’ sug-
gestions and opinions, aligning
with its vision and strategy while
ensuring a unique and distinctive
service. Bank Muscat is also com-
mitted to developing its traditional
and digital channels to enhance
financial inclusion and improve
the customer experience. It always
gives priority to data protection
and privacy through controlling
the collection and use of data, en-
suring confidentiality, information
security support.

Bank Muscat strives to enhance
its digital channels to deal with
customers’ feedback efficiently.
These channels encompass Inter-
net and Mobile Banking services,
help desks, call center and website.

Bank Muscat has a dedicated
team working under the Customer
Experience Department which is
aimed to support the Bank’s strate-
gy of fostering a customer-centric
culture by ensuring aligning its
activities with the Bank’s values,
strategic pillars and vision.

The department has a compre-
hensive workforce dedicated to
overseeing all customer touch-
points and continuously enhanc-
ing the overall customer experi-
ence. By working on customer
journey mapping, the department
adopts proactive approaches to
anticipate customer needs and
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close any experience gaps through
quick wins, ensuring a seamless
and satisfying banking experience.

The Bank also runs a robust
Voice of the Customer (VOC) pro-
gramme, gathering valuable in-
sights to drive continuous improve-
ments and innovation. Extensive
collaboration is carried outbetween
key departments within the Bank,
ensuring that customer-centric
decisions are at the forefront of all
strategic initiatives as well as prod-
uct and service design. Through a
comprehensive approach, the work
teams not only support the Bank’s
strategic goals but also build strong,

lasting relationships with custom-
ers, thereby driving customer satis-
faction and loyalty.

In addition, Bank Muscat’s Con-
tact Center has become today one
of the most important and largest
call centers in the banking sec-
tor in the Sultanate of Oman. It
serves as a vital link between the
Bank and customers, supervised
by a specialized and competent
Omani team, working around the
clock throughout the year. The
Center achieved a response speed
of an average of 29 seconds dur-
ing the last year, while handling
about 8.24 million calls, messages

and notifications annually through
the Bank’s social media accounts
in Arabic, English and Hindi. The
Center uses an Interactive Voice
Response (IVR) system to process
inquiries immediately. In culmi-
nation for this great role, Bank
Muscat’s Contact Center has won
a number of regional awards dur-
ing the past period.

To enhance communication
with customers, Bank Muscat was
one of the first financial institu-
tions to allocate special channels
in social media, in order to provide
the best banking services and fa-
cilities and open new channels to

best communicate with custom-
ers. The Bank has accounts on the
X and Instagram platforms, which
enjoy alarge base of followers. The
Bank is also the first financial in-
stitution in Oman to introduce
“WhatsApp” communication
service by using the same con-
tact center’s landline 24795555.
Customers can send their inquir-
ies, and apply for various banking
services via the line. This comes
in order to keep abreast of all cur-
rent and future technical develop-
ments, thus enhance direct and
indirect communication with
customers, work to process their
transactions faster and at all times,
and answer their queries on the
services provided.

Furthermore, the Bank has
adopted the “Customer Service
Standards” which reflect its vi-
sion, values, culture and strategic
objectives. The standards embody
the Bank’s commitment to focus
on customers by adhering to a set
of principles in customer service:
respect, confidentiality, transpar-
ency, choice and listening. Simi-
larly, the Bank has launched the
professional work behavior cam-
paign, which is one of the impor-
tant initiatives aimed at caring
for customers and contributing
to strengthening the relationship
with them in order to provide bet-
ter services every day.

Bank Muscat focuses on the de-
velopment of the human element
through holding specialized train-
ing courses on how to enhance
the customer experience and op-
erational efficiency at the same
time. The Bank also emphasizes
its commitment to transparency
and keeping customers informed
of any changes in the terms of
banking services or offers that are
broadcast through social media, e-
mail or SMS.
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GAC launches summer service
itsubishi customers

campaign for M

Through this summer
promotion, GAC is

not only encouraging
customers to service
their vehicles but also
providing them with
an opportunity to

win an unforgettable
vacation and enjoy

attractive giveaways

MUSCAT: As Oman’s scorching
summer season gathers heat, Gen-
eral Automotive Company (GAC),
the official distributor for Mit-
subishi Motors in the Sultanate of
Oman, is strategically launching
an exciting summer campaign, of-
fering Mitsubishi vehicle owners
the chance to enjoy fantastic re-
wards and exceptional discounts.

Through this summer promo-
tion, GAC is not only encouraging
customers to service their vehicles
but also providing them with an
opportunity to win an unforgetta-
ble vacation and enjoy attractive
giveaways.

Customers who service their
Mitsubishi vehicles at any GAC
service center during the cam-
paign period will earn the chance
to win a luxurious five-night stay
at a 5-star hotel in Thailand. This
incredible prize includes air tick-
ets and a complete holiday pack-
age, promising the ultimate sum-
mer getaway.

In addition to the grand prize,
GAC is offering several exciting
giveaways:

- Two gift vouchers for a buffet
at Shangri-La Barr Al Jissah

- Two RO 25 gift vouchers for
Lulu Hypermarket

- Two gift vouchers for free vehi-
cle service

Additionally, GAC is also an-
nouncing a 45 percent discount

Alizz Islamic Bank
launches auto finance
with no mortgage
requirement

MUSCAT: As part of its efforts to
meet customer needs by provid-
ing Sharia-compliant financial so-
lutions, AlizzIslamic Bank has an-
nounced the ability to avail Auto
Finance with no mortgage re-
quired. The offer does not require
salary transfer for customers who
will avail the auto finance offer via
post-dated cheques (PDCs) and
includes attractive profit rates.

The offer is available to all in-
dividual customers - Omanis and
residents - from the public sector,
semi-governmental or private
sector institutions

Commenting on this new Auto
Finance feature, Saif Abdullah Al
Yahyai, Head of Retail Banking
at Alizz Islamic Bank, said: “We
continuously strive to under-
stand the market and meet our
customers’ needs and that is why
we introduced this new feature
of having auto finance with no
mortgage requirement in order to
ease the process for the customer.
At Alizz Islamic Bank we develop
our offers, services and products
based on a comprehensive ap-
proach to ensure a seamless cus-
tomer experience journey.”

Auto finance is easier
ith Alizz Islamic Ban}

L il |
NO MORTGAGE
REQUIRED

Alizz Islamic Bank is proud to
make the experience of its cus-
tomers easy and flexible through
the products and financing offers
it provides and the bank has been
focusing heavily on enhancing
its banking solutions to meet the
needs of all segments of society.

on parts for all Mitsubishi vehicles
under the campaign, demonstrat-
ing its commitment to providing
outstanding value, while main-
taining the highest standards of
customer satisfaction.

Commenting on the campaign,
ManojRanade, General Manager
of GAC, said, “Our summer cam-
paign is designed to reward our
loyal customers with more than
just excellent service. We want to

offer them unique experiences and
significant savings. At GAC, we
strive to exceed customer expecta-
tions and this campaign is a testa-
ment to our dedication to enhanc-
ing the ownership experience for

Mitsubishi patrons in Oman.”

To participate in the summer
campaign, Mitsubishi owners sim-
ply need to bring their vehicles in
for servicing at any GAC service
center.

Unlock rewards with NBO’s New
‘Spend & Earn’ campaign for Badeel
prepaid multi-currency travel card

MUSCAT: Continuing its com-
mitment to reward loyal custom-
ers, National Bank of Oman (NBO)
has announced the launch of its
new ‘Spend & Earn’ campaign for
Badeel Prepaid Multi-Currency
Travel Card during the summer
travel season.

The first 250 winning cardhold-
ers get a chance to receive a cash-
back of OMR 50 when they spend
OMR500 or more in a month until
September 4. This exciting new
offer provides attractive cashback
rewards and doubles the rewards
on international transactions, re-
flecting NBO’s dedication to inno-
vation and customer satisfaction.

Maha Al Raisi, Assistant General
Manager and Head of Retail Prod-
ucts at NBO, said: “At National Bank
of Oman, we are committed to pro-
viding novel solutions that meet the
ever-changing needs of our custom-
ers. Our ‘Spend & Earn’ campaign
gives our customers access to a host
of exclusive perks that simplify their
financial journeys. What sets it apart
is its exclusivity, as we are the sole
provider of this innovative multi-
currency prepaid card in the market
and is available for all residents in
Oman. Whether travelling for work
or leisure, NBO’s Badeel Multicur-

rency Travel Card offers a safe, easy,
and cashless way to carry multiple
foreign currencies in a single card.
With this card, travellers can eas-
ily manage their finances, avoid cur-
rency exchange hassles, and enjoy
peace of mind with enhanced secu-
rity features making it their perfect
travel companion.”

The theme of the campaign,
‘Spend like a local, anywhere,

anytime, signifies the essence of
simplicity, convenience, security,
and flexibility that the NBO Badeel
Prepaid Multi-Currency Travel
Card offers. Whether it’s shopping,
dining, or exploring new destina-
tions, cardholders can enjoy the
same ease and convenience as
they would at home, regardless of
where they are in the world.

This card can be activated

through digital onboarding, the
NBO app, Badeel Prepaid App or
a self-service kiosk. Additionally,
customers can enjoy instant card
issuance through self-service ki-
osks or from branches, ensuring
convenient access to our services.

This exclusive offer provides
customers with added value and
benefits for their everyday spend-
ing and international transactions.
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Visit the showroom and view it to believe it.
« Al Hall » Wattayah » Barka » Sohar » Nizwa » Sur » Salalah
Wehicles depicted are for illustrative purposes only, and their specifications /color, ctc. are subject lo change without prior notice

For mare detailed information, kindly visit your nearest JAC showroom. Conditiens Apply.

#ﬁ?ﬂ% JALC E‘ llj--:q-nlll.\:u.u::u.l-.u:ln 1.|."

Experience the new


https://jacoman.com/en/jac-js6/
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