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GLORIOUS YEARS

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The first phase of the field hospi-
tal for COVID-19 patients on the
premises that housed the old
Muscat Airport was inaugurated
by Sayyid Saud bin Hilal al Bu-
saidi, Minister of State and Gov-
ernor of Muscat, in the presence
of Dr Ahmed bin Mohammed al
Sa'eedi, Minister of Health, and a
number of high-ranking officials
on Monday.

The ministers and accompa-
nying officials were briefed on the
field hospital and procedures and
protocols set to receive and treat
COVID-19 patients.

“This hospital will play a role in
reducing the burden on hospitals
across the governorate, and con-
sequently, these hospitals will be
able to provide their regular serv-
ices,” Sayyid Busaidi later said.

“The first phase of the hospital
has 100 beds, but the facility will
eventually have 312-bed capac-
ity. We are also trying to estab-
lish an intensive care unit in the
field hospital soon. A shelter cen-
tre will be attached to the field
hospital spread over 10,000sgm
with a capacity of 384 beds. The
shelter will be transformed to a
hospital if necessary,” Dr Sa'eedi
informed.

“The field hospital was com-
pleted in less than two months,
which is a record time. Unfortu-
nately, some citizens and resi-
dents do not adhere to the
procedures and continue to hold
gatherings. This hospital will re-

The field hospital was completed in
less than two months, which is a
record time. Unfortunately, some
citizens and residents do not adhere
to the procedures and continue to

hold gatherings

DR AHMED BIN MOHAMMED AL SA'EEDI

lieve pressure on the Gover-
norate of Muscat and the neigh-
bouring areas,” he said, adding
that hospitals of Muscat are full
to capacity. “The government

has provided and will provide
everything possible to combat
the virus.”

Addressing the issue of rising
infections, he said, “The number

First COVID-19 field hospital
opens at old Muscat Airport

of COVID-19 patients and
deaths is increasing day by day.
We currently have 210 COVID-
19 patients in intensive care
units, which is the highest num-
ber for a single disease. Getting
medical staff to work in ICUs is
not an easy thing, but we have
provided staff for this work. The
economy will not stop, but |
hope that all members of society
abide by the health measures
and the decisions of the
Supreme Committee.”

Besides relieving pressure on
the sultanate's hospitals, the field

(Supplied photo)

hospital also aims to maintain the
health of the health workers in
the hospitals.

Talking about immunity shots
for COVID-19, he said, "Vaccines
depend on scientific studies.
Some vaccines are in the final ex-
perimental stages. Unfortunately,
there is no specific date for the
production and sale of the vac-
cine commercially.”

He thanked His Majesty
Sultan Haitham bin Tarik for his
support to the health sector on
behalf of MoH.

Continued on Page 05

App to help Omani
women farmers
wins Arab award

Our Correspondent
Muscat

A computer application for
Omani women farmers has
won the silver medal at an
Arab competition.

Three students from Sultan
Qaboos University (SQU) de-
signed the application called
'Shatla' to help women farm-
ers engage in their work in
easy and innovative ways.

The app designed by Inas
Shadoul, Maryam al Nuaimi
and Meera al Azzani won the
silver medal in the competi-
tion titled 'Innovations to Em-
power Rural Women in the
Arab Region through a Mobile
Application - 2020'". It was
conducted by the Arab
Women Organisation in co-
operation with the United Na-
tions Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO).

Speaking to Muscat Daily,
Inas said, “We participated in

the competition in July and
got the silver medal on Sep-
tember 30.”

She said the app provides
services to facilitate work on
farms including remote irri-
gation and pest control. Ad-
ditionally, it provides
information on crops via an
audio feature to support rural
women who are unable to
read, and information on
weather besides helping
communicate with experts
for advice on cultivation and
pests.

“Getting information from
farmers was not easy, but
some friends helped us com-
municate with them,” Inas in-
formed.

According to her, she and
her team are keen to establish
a company after graduating.
“We hope to obtain financial
support to develop the app
further and provide services
via drones.”
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With the tourism sector grappling with
the effects of COVID-19, local tourism
Is positioned to support the
national economy

Yy .

CONTRIBUTION OF TOURISM TO ECONOMY (2019)

297 646

Our Correspondent
Muscat

ith no international tourists

visiting Oman as a result of

the ongoing COVID-19 pan-

demic, the fate of the sul-

tanate's tourism industry in

the immediate future de-
pends on domestic tourism. As the tourism sector
grapples with the effects of COVID-19, local tourism
is positioned to support the national economy.

To realise this, the Ministry of Heritage and Tourism
will implement a number of programmes and initia-
tives under the National Tourism Strategy, which in-
cludes the development of 14 tourist projects across
various governorates. ‘The developments will take into
account the elements of sustainability, empowerment
of local communities, and enhancing their roles in pre-
serving their cultural heritage and customs for poster-
ity," stated the ministry.

According to figures from the National Centre for
Statistics and Information (NCSI), 47.1 per cent or
RO608.7mn of the total tourism revenue in 2019 was
generated by domestic tourism compared to 52.9 per
cent or RO684.7mn from inbound tourism. The
tourism sector generated RO1.3bn in 2019, an increase
of 4.9 per cent over RO1.2bn in 2018.

Within domestic tourism, hotels contributed 24 per
cent, equivalent to RO146.1mn, followed by tourism
services, including shopping, made up 13.7 per cent of
the total or RO83.2mn. Travel and tour agencies
ranked third with 13.5 per cent or RO82.1mn, followed

by air and land transport services accounting for 12.4
per cent and 7.6 per cent respectively, according to
NCSI.

The centre added that domestic tourism con-
tributed RO608.7mn to the national economy in 2019,
which indicates it is an important component of
Oman's tourism industry.

The NCSI statistics show that the total direct value
of the tourism industry to the economy was
RO717.9mn in 2019, an increase of 4.1 per cent over
2018 when it accounted for RO689.5mn. In 2017, the
tourism industry added RO738.4mn to the national
economy as opposed to RO682.6mn in 2016.

The number of visitors to the sultanate continued
to increase during the last four years (2015-2019)
with a growth rate of 7.4 per cent to reach 3.5mn vis-
itors in 2019 compared to 2.6mn visitors in 2015. The
number of visitors to Oman in 2019 was up by 8.2 per
cent compared to 2018.

GCC nationals accounted for the highest number of
inbound visitors - 40.3 per cent or 1.4mn of the total -
followed by visitors from Asian countries (24.8 per
cent) and Europeans (20.7 per cent).

Entertainment was the main purpose of the visits
(46.4 per cent of the total) accounting for 1.6mn
tourists, followed by visits to friends and family (30.5
per cent) and for business (11.7 per cent).

NCSl statistics also show that 26,405 flights landed
and departed from Muscat, Salalah and Sohar airports
by the end of July 2020. It added that there were
3,723,897 passengers (arrival, departure and transit in
Muscat, Salalah, Sohar and Dugm airports) at the end
of July 2020 compared to 9,357,788 in 2019.

TOP FIVE SOURCE MARKETS (AUG 2020)

INDIA

90,015

VISITORS TILL
AUG 2020

311,000

GERMANY

46,642

3-5STARHOTEL
REVENUE (AUG 2020)

RO6Tmn

CHINA

37610 30157

3-5STARHOTEL
GUESTS (AUG 2020)

491,000

DOMESTIC TOURISM CONTRIBUTION (2019)

HOTELS
24% or
RO146.1mn

TOURISM SERVICES
(INCLUDING SHOPPING)

13.7% or RO83.2mn

TRAVEL AND
TOUR AGENCIES

13.5% or RO82.1mMn
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Teachers reimagine the future d

Shaddad al Musalmy
Muscat

Marking World Teachers' Day
(October 5) amid the COVID-19
pandemic this year has different
as one sector that continues to
benefit from the crisis is online
education. The current situation
has significantly changed the on-
line education business which is
likely to set the way knowledge
is going to be imparted in the fu-
ture.

According to Unesco, World
Teachers' Day celebrations in
2020 were held under the theme
‘Teachers: Leading in crisis, re-
imagining the future'.

‘The COVID-19 pandemic has
significantly added to the chal-
lenges faced by already over-ex-
tended education systems
throughout the world. It is no ex-
aggeration to say that the world
is at a crossroads and, now more
than ever, we must work with
teachers to protect the right to
education and guide it into the
unfolding landscape brought
about by the pandemic,’ Unesco
said.

‘In this crisis, teachers have
shown, as they have done so
often, great leadership and inno-
vation in ensuring that #Learn-
ingNeverStops, that no learner is
left behind. Around the world,
they have worked individually
and collectively to find solutions
and create new learning environ-
ments for their students to allow
education to continue. Their role
advising on school reopening
plans and supporting students
with the return to school is just
as important,’ stated a joint
statement from Unesco, ILO,
Unicef and Education Interna-
tional.

According to education ex-

In this crisis, teachers have shown,
as they have done so often, great
leadership and innovation in
ensuring that #LearningNeverStops,
that no learner is left behind

UNESCO, ILO, UNICEF AND EDUCATION INTERNATIONAL

perts and parents in Oman, edu-
cating children in the ‘'new nor-
mal’ has brought about new
realities, including teacher train-
ing.

H E Dr Abdullah bin Khamis
bin Ali Ambusaidi, Undersecre-
tary in the Ministry of Education,
said all teaching staff will be

trained ahead of the school year.

“There will be a training pro-
gramme for teachers and sup-
port groups on how to use
e-learning platforms and deal
with distance learning,” he said.

“Education will be blended,
which is a mixture of traditional
education and distance learning,

and it will help reduce direct con-
tact between students and the
teacher,” H E Dr Ambusaidi
added. For parents, this will
mean investment in computers
and laptops for their children.

The parents Muscat Daily
spoke with have already started
getting ready with laptops and
Internet connection.

“As we know that there would
be both school attendance and
online education, we as parents
have to be ready. | have already
invested in a new laptop which
my children will use. What | have
to do now is apply for a WiFi
connection. COVID-19 has made
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us more tech savvy now and this
means more expenses. However,
this is good for our children,” said
Sulaiman Mohammad, father of
four children from Seeb.

Blended education will also
mean more work for parents.

"Giving our children access to
Internet and laptops will require
us to monitor them. We do not
want them to indulge in other
things other than education. So,
we have to be alert when they are
online. The new way of education
is not only changing children but
parents too,” said Sawsan al
Ajmi, mother of four.

© @shadadm

uring crisis

Parents get more
‘homework’ now

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Lack of direct interaction be-
tween students and teachers,
missing values of friendship
and sharing, and inactivity are
some aspects parents worry
about as their children learn
online these days.

Ever since schools shut
down due to the pandemic,
online education has been the
way forward. Though there are
a number of advantages for
students like not having to
carry heavy schoolbags, par-
ents have noted several issues
related to children’s social be-
haviour.

Parents claim that children
being cut away from the world,
including peers, is a setback for
their overall growth.

“A child, in his early years,
needs to interact and play with
his friends, get experiences
and feel life. Sadly the pan-
demic has affected all of us,
but the main fear is about our
children. Now they are lagging
behind in social skills. We are
social animals and our growth
happens with our good and
bad times with people. Though
as adults we can adjust, for
children this is a matter of con-
cern as they are slowly being
isolated,” said Pradeep M
Verma, whose son is in the
second grade at Indian School
Wadi Kabir.

Online education, another
parent said, makes children

lazy. Running around school
with friends, attending classes
in different rooms, playing
games during sports period
and extracurricular activities
challenge the body and mind
of the child.

Rashid Khan, whose chil-
dren go to Pakistan School
Muscat, said, “My daughters
used to take part in extracur-
ricular activities. This made
them energetic and sponta-
neous. But now with online
classes, nothing happens and
they just sit at the desk and
often stop the video and go for
breaks.”

Another concern is stu-
dents are not serious.

“| feel when a student has a
teacher in front of him or her,
they are more studious. It is al-
most impossible to monitor a
child online. A child needs a
mentor to advice, guide as well
as teach him physically,” said
Seema, whose son studies in
grade six at Indian School
Muscat.

Nazim Qureshi, vice princi-
pal of Indian School Wadi
Kabir International, said, “We
human beings connect with
emotions achieved through
social bonding. We have not
developed yet to bond virtu-
ally. Hence | must say that a
student performs well when he
has a teacher. Teachers are
trying their best to establish
this bond online through activ-
ities and creating certain sce-
narios during teaching.”
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Nearly 350 volunteers come together

to increase green covering in

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Toincrease green areas and pre-
serve the environment, nearly
350 volunteers recently came
together to plant trees in Dhofar
governorate.

Conducted to boost afforesta-
tion, the initiative involved peo-
ple from a cross section of
society including youngsters,
doctors and nature lovers.

The Qairoon Hairitti volunteer
team started working in 2017 on
afforestation in several areas to
increase green covering in Dho-
far.

Speaking to Muscat Daily,
Khalid Tabook, a team member,
said, "Our aim is to spread envi-
ronmental awareness among
members of society and moti-
vate young people to participate
in volunteer work. The team has
also replanted trees after severe
climatic conditions.”

Tabook said it is necessary to

T

spread awareness regarding af-
forestation and increase green
spaces in the country.

"We are encouraging parents

7.2 s

to inculcate this culture in chil-
dren through our initiatives to
grow various trees, especially
figs. The volunteers want to ed-
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ucate the society and save the
environment.”

On July 28, the team began
uprooting the Parthenium weed

o SN A it B

in the village of Qairoon Hairitti
in Dhofar, he said.

“To uproot the poisonous
plant, we worked from 8am to

We are encouraging
parents to inculcate
this culturein
children through
our initiatives to
grow various trees,
especially figs. The
volunteers want to
educate the society
and save the
environment

KHALID TABOOK

5pm. This needed a lot of effort
and money, but with the help of
the people, and our determina-
tion, we overcame the hurdles.
We uprooted the toxic plant
from a large area.”

Increasing green covering on
Earth is the need of the hour,

Dhofar

Tabook said. “It will also boost
health of humans and motivate
them.”

The team, in cooperation with
Salalah  Municipality, is now
working to move fig trees that
have grown randomly on streets
and bridges.

“We are uprooting them from
those places and planting them
in other places far from homes
and streets to increase afforesta-
tion. Wild figs are local trees that
fight desertification and do not
need much water.”

He urged people to cooperate
in their endeavours.

"We urge the residents of
Qairoon Hairitti to cooperate
with us in the coming days
and do their bit to save the en-
vironment. We thank all the cit-
izens who support us. We will
continue our afforestation ef-
forts and not stop. | hope that
all volunteer teams in Dhofar
come together under one um-
brella.”

Pact signed to hire agricultural

quarantine specialists at Suwaiq port

Our Correspondent
Muscat

As part of its efforts to support
the agricultural sector and farm-
ers, the Ministry of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Water Resources
(MoAFWR) has signed an agree-
ment with Marafi to finance the
employment of agricultural quar-
antine specialists at Suwaiq port.

The agreement aims to facili-
tate the provision of inspection
services for imported and ex-
ported agricultural consignments
around the clock to ensure that
these are free of plant pests and
diseases. The agreement also
aims to facilitate the entry of agri-
cultural consignments through
direct import from different sea
ports to ensure that the local
market gets various agricultural
products.

The agreement was signed by
Eng Suleiman bin Mahfouz al
Toobi, director general of Agri-
cultural Development in the

) ;| X
The agreement was signed by Eng Suleiman al Toobi and Dr Ahmed al Abri (Supplied photo)

MoAFWR, and Dr Ahmed bin
Mohammed al Abri, CEO of
Marafi.

According to the ministry's
statistics, of the 1.3mn animals
exported and imported between
January 1and July 310f 2020, the
number of sheep and goats im-
ported was 1,054,038, while
63,935 cows were imported. The
number of sheep and goats ex-
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ported was 178,677 while 5,350
cows were exported.

The ministry stated that it has
put strict measures in place for
export of livestock.

'Export of livestock is not al-
lowed without approval of the
ministry. Livestock exporters
must obtain export permit three
days prior to the date of export.
The livestock should undergo

three-day quarantine before
being exported but that period
may vary as per requirements ap-
plied by the importing country.'

The ministry is making con-
certed efforts to provide the re-
quired quantities of livestock
needed by the local market and
maintain the supply of imported
as well locally produced food
commodities.

Volunteer group holds second
plasma donation campaign

Our Correspondent
Muscat

To speed up the recovery of
those infected with COVID-19,
volunteer group Pratheeksha
Oman, in cooperation with the
Department of Blood Bank Serv-
ices at the Ministry of Health
(MoH), held its second plasma
and blood donation campaign
last week.

“In July 2020, Pratheeksha
Oman held the first plasma dona-
tion campaign, when a lot of peo-
ple responded to our call,” said
Ashraf Ali, a member of the
group. “We held the second
plasma donation event on Octo-
ber 2. It is part of our campaign to
inform common people about the
importance of donating blood
and plasma, specially for those in
need the most - the ones suffer-
ing from COVID-19."

A large number of volunteers
participated in the camp and 75
people donated blood.

“We also had two volunteers
who donated plasma for the sec-
ond time after getting infected
with COVID-19.”

The camp was conducted
jointly with the Global Money Ex-
change.

Pratheeksha Oman is a social
group of likeminded individuals
who believe in social service. The
group has been working in Oman
for the last nine years relentlessly
in the area of public service such
as conducting regular blood do-

nation camps, common iftars,
supplying drinking water to
workers, etc.

Ali revealed that the Central
Blood Bank authorities appreci-
ated Pratheeksha Oman for the
systematic arrangements done
by the organisation as well as for
following all the protocols stipu-
lated by the Supreme Commit-
tee. The team will continue to
organise plasma donation cam-
paigns to help those affected with
COVID-19.
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24-hour pharmacies
Scientific Pharmacy: Qurm
24566601, Ruwi 24702850
Muscat Pharmacy: Ruwi
24702542, Salalah 23291635
Al Hashar Pharmacy: Ruwi
24783334

Hospitals and Clinics

Al Hayat International
Hospital, Al Ghubra-
22004000, 94267068 /
97049520

94442000 (Emergency)

Al Raffah Hospital: Muscat -
24618900/1/2/3

Sohar - 26704639/49/50
Apollo Hospital Muscat,
Hamriya: 24787766,
24782666, 24787780
Abeer Hospital, Ruwi, Muscat
24770800, 90999335,
90999334 (Emergency)
Starcare Hospital: 24557200
Emergency number: 24558333
Dr Harub's Clinic:
24563217, 2456381,
99254940 (Emergency)
Emirates Medical Center:
24604540

KIMS Oman Hospital:
24760105

Lama Polyclinic: CBD
24799077, 24788881,
24788577, 24707566,
24799655, Al Khuwayr
24478817, 24478818,

Sohar 26751128

Muscat Eye Laser Centre:
24691414

Muscat Private Hospital:
24583600
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Omantel and Equinix inaugurate
Oman's first international data centre

Muscat - Taking yet another
major technological stride that
will further revolutionise the fu-
ture of telecommunications in
Oman and the Middle East re-
gion, Omantel announced the
opening of MC1, an international
data centre built in collaboration
with Equinix - the world's digital
infrastructure company.

The facility is the first world-
class, carrier-neutral hub in
Oman where carriers, content
providers and cloud providers
can colocate their critical IT in-
frastructure. The state-of-the-art
hub, an International Business
Exchange (IBX) data centre, that
has been opened in Barka is
strategically located between
Asia, Africa and Europe.

As per a statement, MC1 will
serve as a regional interconnec-
tion hub providing ultra-low la-
tency connection points between
key global business markets. The
new facility benefits from direct
connectivity to strategic cable
landing stations (CLS) and sub-
sea cable systems that terminate
directly inside the facility, provid-
ing customers with increased
performance and security, along

with significant cost savings.
Talal al Mamari, CEO of
Omantel, said, “Today, data cen-
tre infrastructure sits at the heart
of global ICT and enables all of us
to enjoy the cloud-based apps
and services we use every day.
MCT represents a significant step
forward for Oman and the Mid-
dle Eastern ICT markets. We are
delighted that the facility is now
operational, and together with
Equinix, we hope to enable a new
era of telecommunications both

7 i g ey
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regionally and globally. Coupled
with the majority of the GCC's
international submarine cables
landing in Oman, all accessible
from the Equinix data centre, we
believe this partnership will fur-
ther enhance Oman’s competi-
tiveness in the global digital
economy.”

MC1 will provide customers
with direct access to the Equinix
Internet Exchange, creating are-
gional peering hub for networks,
content providers and large en-
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terprises to exchange Internet
traffic over the world's largest
peering solution. MC1is Equinix’'s
first data centre in Oman and its
fourth in the MENA region.
Omantel entered into a joint
venture with Equinix in 2018 to
deliver data centre and intercon-
nection services to customers in
the Middle East through the de-
velopment of the new network-
dense data centre. The resulting
site, MC1, is operated by Equinix
and includes 23,600 sq ft colo-

cation space and 725 cabinets.
The site also has the capacity to
grow to 2,150+ cabinets with fu-
ture IBX builds.

With subsea cable systems
terminating directly in MC1, the
site benefits from continued in-
vestments by Omantel in multi-
ple strategic subsea cable
systems throughout the world,
reaching over 50 countries glob-
ally. Omantel currently has in-
vestments in more than 20
subsea cable systems and lever-

ages six diverse landing stations
in Oman and one in Marseille,
France.

Eugene Bergen Henegouwen,
president, EMEA, Equinix, said,
“We are seeing an accelerated
demand for digital transforma-
tion in MENA. Across different
sectors, organisations are re-as-
sessing their cloud adoption
strategies and cloud readiness. In
the digital age, companies need
to reach all the right places and
partners to seize opportunity,
and they need to do it out at the
edge.

"Our partnership with Oman-
tel greatly supports our ability to
meet this need, particularly as
our customers can now leverage
Omantel's significant subsea
cable infrastructure. This type of
colocation and interconnection
services platform creates a mag-
netic effect that draws in more
users that can leverage a global
subsea cable fabric connecting
cities, countries and continents
together. Our investment in the
Middle East market reflects our
commitment to our customers
as they continue their digital
transformation journeys.”

First field
hospital for
COVID-19

Continued from Page 01

“We also thank PDO for its sup-
port to establish the field hospital.
| wish all young people to coop-
erate with us to limit the spread
of COVID-19. | hope everyone
follows the precautionary meas-
ures, ignores rumours and be-
lieves information only from the
right source,” Dr Sa'eedi said.

Spread over 6,100sgm, the
field hospital has beds for mild
and moderate cases, a tempo-
rary care section, a pharmacy, a
laboratory and a radiology sec-
tion. It will be run by a medical
team from MoH comprising 30
doctors, 115 male and female
nurses, seven lab technicians,
seven assistant pharmacists and
seven radiologists.

The field hospital will cover
patients from the governorates
of Muscat, South and North Bati-
nah, Dakhliyah and North Shar-
giyah. Other governorates will be
covered in future if the need
arises.

The establishment of the field
hospital was a collaboration be-
tween a number of government
and private authorities, including
MoH, Civil Aviation Authority,
Oman Airports, PDO, Royal
Court Affairs and Royal Oman
Police.

OMAN PRESENTS CREDENTIALS TO OPCW
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ORGANISATION POUR L'INTERDICTION
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received the credentials of Dr Sheikh Abdullah bin Salem al Harthy as Oman's permanent representative
to the organisation at its headquarters in The Hague. Arias appreciated the efforts of the sultanate and its
policies in support of peace and stability and the success of the organisation's role in the region (ONA)
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Fernando Arias, director general of the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW),
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SalamAir to fly to six Indian cities
as part of air bubble agreement

Muscat - SalamAir, the sul-
tanate's fast-growing value-for-
money airline, has announced
special flights to six Indian desti-
nations from Muscat as part of
the recently established bilateral
air bubble arrangement between
Oman and India for the operation
of special international passenger
flights connecting the two coun-
tries.

SalamAir will operate special
passenger flights twice a week to
Calicut (Kozhikode), Chennai,
Hyderabad, Jaipur, Lucknow and
Trivandrum (Thiruvananthapu-
ram) till end of November.

SalamAir flight tickets are
now open for sale through sala
mair.com, its call centres and ap-
pointed travel agents.

Capt Mohamed Ahmed, CEO
of SalamAir, said, “We are happy
that we are part of this bilateral
air bubble arrangement between
India and Oman. While this
arrangement is temporary, we
are confident and looking for-
ward to launch India as one of
our destinations.”

He added, “India is one of the
most important markets for all
airlines operating in the Middle
East due to the size of its popu-
lation, number of tourists from
the country and expat residents.
SalamAir has operated nearly
700 chartered flights to overseas
destinations over the last three
months, with many of them fly-

We are happy that we are part of this
bilateral air bubble arrangement.
While this is temporary, we are
looking forward to launch India

as one of our destinations

CAPT MOHAMED AHMED

ing to India. This has enabled us
to gain a lot of knowledge about
the market and passengers’ ex-
pectation. This exposure will
make our entry to the Indian
market a smoother experience.
We are working closely with
concerned authorities to secure
necessary clearance to start per-
manent operations.”

The following categories of peo-
ple can fly on these flights:

» Any Indian national holding a
valid residency permit can fly
from India to Oman. Airlines
must ensure that Indian nation-

als are eligible to enter Oman
before issue of ticket/ boarding
pass to the Indian passenger.
»Indian nationals stranded in
Oman and all Overseas Citizen
of India (OCI) cardholders hold-
ing passports of Oman, and na-
tionals of Oman (including
diplomats) holding valid visa is-
sued by an Indian Mission.

All operations are subject to
strict adherence to the SOP is-
sued by the civil aviation author-
ities and other COVID-19 related
guidelines issued by the authori-
ties from both sides.

Oman Air
toresume
flights to three
Indian cities

Muscat - Oman Air will re-
sume flights to India on Oc-
tober 8 with two flights per
week connecting Muscat
with Delhi, Mumbai and
Kochi, the airline stated.

Flights to and from Delhi
will depart and arrive in
each city on Mondays and
Wednesdays. Flights to and
from Mumbai will connect
on Sundays and Thursdays.
Flights connecting Muscat
and Kochi will depart and
arrive on Sundays and
Thursdays.

544 new COVID-19 cases, 8
deaths reported on Monday

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Health (MoH)
on Monday confirmed 544 new
cases of the novel coronavirus
(COVID-19), taking the total to
101,814. Eight deaths were re-
ported during the same time.

The number of those who
have recovered has also in-
creased by 304.

‘The number of recoveries has
increased to 90,600 while the
number of deaths has reached
985," an MoH statement said.

As of Monday, a total of 535
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»:

CASES FROM

SEPT 25 TO OCT 05
Sept 25 to 27 1,543
(Average of 574)

Sept 28 607
Sept 29 528
Sept 30 to Oct 4 2,685
(Average of 537)

Oct5 544

patients were admitted in health
institutions while 207 patients
were in the ICU.

MoH calls upon all to adhere
to the isolation procedures by
staying in an isolated room with
an attached toilet and serving the
isolated person from outside the
room as instructed. It said that
social distancing also helps curb
the spread of the virus.

MoH advises all citizens and
residents to continue washing
hands with water and soap,
avoid touching the face, nose,
mouth and eyes and follow
healthy habits.

REGIONAL WEATHER
Max Min
Abu Dhabi 38 25
Doha 36 26
Kuwait City 37 27
Manama 39 22
Riyadh 39 22
PRAYER TIMINGS
Fajr 4.45am
Sunrise 6.00am
Duhr 12.00pm
Asr 3.23pm
Maghrib 5.55pm
Isha 7.05pm

ISQUIZ 2020 launches first prelims

IS

where brains battle

MEDIA SPONSOR

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The second edition of the mega
Inter-school Quiz Competition
(ISQUIZ 2020), hosted by Indian
School Salalah, under the aegis of
the Board of Directors, Indian
Schools in Oman, was inaugu-
rated on September 19.

The weekly quizzes that ap-
peared on the ISQUIZ space of
the Muscat Daily and daily quiz
that appeared in the host
school’'s website provided an ex-
cellent preparatory platform for
inquisitive minds, and all the
lucky winners are keenly waiting
to receive attractive prizes.

Putting an end to the long

wait, the first prelims of the vir-
tual ISQUIZ 2020 commenced
on October 4 for both junior and
senior categories. As many as
2,892 students from the 21 In-
dian schools in Oman registered
for the competition in the junior
category and 1,162 students reg-
istered in the senior category.

A total of 595 participants
from the junior category and 401
participants from the senior cat-
egory successfully accomplished
the specified benchmark and
qualified for the second prelims
scheduled on October 6. The
quiz wizards of the 21 Indian
schools in Oman are intensely
preparing to secure a place inthe
Grand Finale on October 10.
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Bank Muscat's National Day draw to give
RO500,000 to fifty lucky customers

Coinciding with the sultanate’s
50t National Day celebrations
on November 18, Bank Muscat
has begun the countdown to
conduct a special Al Mazyona
draw for this National Day. Fifty
lucky winners will win prizes of
RO10,000 each during the spe-
cial draw. The prize draw repre-
sents an excellent opportunity
for the bank’s customers to win
one of these special prizes.

All that a customer needs to
do is maintain a minimum bal-
ance of RO1,000 in their Al
Mazyona account to be eligible.
The draw is being held in such a
way that the more the cus-
tomer's savings, the greater the
chance to win one of the valuable
prizes.

Speaking on the occasion, Ab-
dullah Tamman al Maashani,
deputy general manager - Insti-
tutional Sales and Product De-
velopment, Bank Muscat, said,
“The bank is pleased to allocate
these special prizes to our cus-

yk

tomers on the occasion of the
50t National Day celebrations of
Oman. The bank places great
priority on this special occasion
asitis amuch loved and dear oc-
casion for all Omanis and resi-
dents of the sultanate. To enable
heartfelt celebrations by our cus-
tomers, the bank will be offering
large financial prizes during the
raffle draws on this occasion,
with the total amount of prizes
amounting to RO500,000."

Bank Muscat always partici-
pates in all national events in
order to bring joy and happiness
to its customers and will con-

tinue to conduct special prize
draws on a number of other oc-
casions too during the year. It
calls upon customers to continue

their savings in their accounts to
get more opportunities to win
exciting financial prizes.

Al Mazyona has succeeded in

inculcating a strong savings cul-
ture in Oman. For over 25 years,
Al Mazyona has rewarded nu-
merous customers and enriched

their lives. Bank Muscat encour-
ages everyone to save for the fu-
ture with the objective of
creating a life-changing experi-
ence for winners and improving
the well-being of their families.

Oman's flagship savings
scheme continues to reward a
prudent and financially responsi-
ble savings habit among millions
of customers with a massive
RO1Imn to be won by 6,677 over
the course of the year. Al Mazy-
ona is designed to transform the
lives of prudent savers.

The scheme is targeted to ac-
commodate all nationalities and
segments, including ladies,
youth, children, high-savings
balance customers and salary
account holders, thereby incul-
cating a strong savings habit
among citizens who will be finan-
cially responsible. The bank has
invited all its customers to take
maximum advantage of the op-
portunities and win exciting
prizes by increasing the savings.

Carrefour Oman helps customers
swith Scan&Go Mobile

counter
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Carrefour Oman has launched
Scan&Go Mobile — a first-of-
its-kind mobile service in the re-
gion. The feature provides
customers full autonomy, en-
abling them to scan and bag pur-
chases as they journey around
Carrefour stores using their
smartphones. It is one of many
innovations developed by Car-
refour to help customers shop
with ease.

Scan&Go Mobile underlines
Carrefour's ongoing commit-
ment to creating seamless shop-
ping experiences for all its
customers, with the new feature
allowing customers to skip the
inconvenience of long queues.
Moreover, it enables a truly con-

skip queue
g AN&go

g

weuasall

T — -
Carreflogy

tactless shopping journey as
customers not only use their
smartphones, but are also en-
couraged to utilise their reusable
bags as they shop.

Using the Carrefour Oman
mobile app, customers can scan
the barcode of each product
they would like to purchase as
they shop, before making their
way to a dedicated Scan&Go
checkout area to process their
payment — via a debit or credit
card — within minutes.

Set to raise customer service
levels, Scan&Go Mobile is now
available acrosss all Carrefour
hypermarkets and supermarkets
in Oman.

Najib Haddad, country man-

| Carrefour

ager of Carrefour Oman, said,
"At Carrefour, we take great
pride in offering the most con-
venient and integrated shopping
experiences possible. We under-
stand that today, more so than
ever, customers really do place a
premium on convenience and
quality customer service.
“Scan&Go Mobile enables us
to provide that, empowering
customers with more autonomy
and control. Its use of cashless
payments limits unnecessary
contact with other customers
and touchpoints, offering shop-
pers even more peace of mind.”

How to use Scan&Go:
»Download the Carrefour

Oman App on |OS or Android
and register for MyClub.
» Open your App, and select
the “Scan&Go" feature.
»Proceed to scanning and bag-
ging items as you wish.
» The scanner's intuitive touch-
screen allows you to view all
the items in your basket. Using
the scanner, you can add or
deduct items from your basket
to monitor your total bill.
»When you've finished shop-
ping, simply scan your QR code
at the designated Scan&Go ter-
minal, insert your card to make
your payment and exit the
store.

To learn more, please visit
www.carrefouroman.com

Ahlibank’s digital channels
provide 24/7 safe and secure

transactions for customers

Ahlibank has continually en-
hanced its digital channel offer-
ings to provide 24/7 safe and
secure transactions for cus-
tomers.

COVID-19 pandemic has seen
a sudden uptick in online and
mobile banking. Ahlibank’s digi-
tal initiatives such as mobile app
and Internet Banking for retail
banking customers, ahliB2B, and
ahliNET for corporate clients
have played a key role in driving
growth and efficiency making it
one of the preferred banks in the
sultanate.

In fact, Ahlibank’s mobile app
offers a slew of facilities for retail
customers such as fund transfer
(within customer account, within
Ahlibank, locally and internation-
ally), statement view option,
payment of credit card bills, re-
quests for cheque book, addi-
tional savings account and utility
bills payment. In addition, the

app offers easy transfer facility
through phone number, alias
name, QR code (up to RO500
per day and 24/7 instant trans-
fer).

Abdullah al Jabri, deputy CEO,
Ahlibank, said, “We have made
significant investments in digital
technologies by introducing mo-
bile app for retail customers,
ahliB2B to transact secure single,
bulk payment and salaries trans-
fer (WPS), ahliNET for safe and
secure transactions and to en-
hance banking experience for di-
verse corporate clients thereby
enriching the digital business en-
vironment.

“Further, an agreement facili-
tating TASDEED system integra-
tion with Ahlibank’s Corporate
Internet Banking - ‘ahliNET' plat-
form has made it convenient for
the bank'’s clients to pay bills and
contributions  through these
channels from the comfort of

their homes or offices 24x7. The
bank’s digital channels is one of
the top notch instruments for
digital payments in the banking
sector.”

He added, “Given the rapid
rate of digitalisation or transfer of
transactions to the digital for-
mats, markets around the globe
are witnessing rapid develop-
ments. Online payments have
seen an increase following
COVID-19, which underlines the
need to set up digital banking so-
lutions for real-time payment
and seamless transactions.”

The bank continues to en-
hance features on its ahliB2B
platform and the Corporate In-
ternet Banking platform -
‘ahliNET', offering greater flexi-
bility and more convenient trans-
action banking. The bank will
continue to pursue and enhance
customer-oriented financial
services further.

Pfizer and BioNTech to supply Qatar with potential vaccine

Pfizer Inc and BioNTech SE an-
nounced an agreement with the
Ministry of Public Health in
Qatar to supply their BNT162
mRNA-based vaccine candidate
against SARS-CoV-2, subject to
clinical success and regulatory
approval, by the end of 2020 to
2021

Financial details of the agree-
ment were not disclosed.

As requested by the Vaccine
Procurement Taskforce Team,
on behalf the Government of
Qatar, deliveries are planned for
the end of 2020 to 2021, subject

to clinical success and local reg-
ulatory approval.

"We are deeply honoured to
work with the Qatar government
and to marshal our scientific and
manufacturing resources toward
our shared goal of bringing a po-
tential COVID-19 vaccine to the
Qatar people as quickly as possi-
ble,” said Lindsey Dietschi, Pfizer
Gulf Cluster Lead.

“In the face of this global
health crisis, Pfizer's purpose -
breakthroughs that change pa-
tients' lives - has taken on an
even greater urgency. Our hope

is that, subject to clinical and reg-
ulatory success, our vaccine will
help make this happen.”

“I would like to thank the
Qatar government for its support
and putting trust in our ability to
develop a vaccine that, we
believe, has the potential to help
address this global pandemic
threat. Our goal remains to cre-
ate a global supply of a safe and
effective COVID-19 vaccine for
many people around the world,
as quickly as we can,” said
Sean Marett, chief business and
chief commercial officer at BioN-

Tech.

Dr Aisha Ibrahim al Ansari,
the chair of the VVaccine Procure-
ment Taskforce commented,
“The State of Qatar has spared
no effort in ensuring a rapid and
timely response in this fight
against the novel coronavirus
COVID-19. Our citizens and res-
idents are our utmost priority
and we are taking all the neces-
sary steps to ensure the timely
availability of a safe and effective
vaccine against COVID-19. With
this partnership, we continue our
efforts to combat the virus.”

In addition to engagements
with governments, Pfizer and
BioNTech have provided an ex-
pression of interest for possible
supply to the COVAX Facility, a
mechanism established by Gavi,
the Vaccine Alliance, the Coali-
tion for Epidemic Preparedness
Innovations (CEPI) and World
Health Organization (WHO)
that aims to provide govern-
ments, including those in the
emerging markets, with early ac-
cess to a large portfolio of
COVID-19 candidate vaccines
using a range of technology plat-

forms, produced by multiple
manufacturers across the world.

The BNT162 programme is
based on BioNTech's proprietary
mRNA technology and sup-
ported by Pfizer's global vaccine
development and manufacturing
capabilities.

In July, two of the companies’
four investigational vaccine can-
didates - BNTI162b1 and
BNT162b2 - received Fast Track
designation from the US Food
and Drug Administration (FDA).
This designation was granted
based on preliminary data from

Phase 1/2 studies that are cur-
rently ongoing in the United
States and Germany as well as
animal immunogenicity studies.

On July 27, Pfizer and BioN-
Tech announced that following
extensive review of preclinical
and clinical data from Phase 1/2
clinical trials, and in consultation
with the FDA's Center for Biolog-
ics Evaluation and Research
(CBER) and other global regula-
tors, the companies selected the
BNT162b2 vaccine candidate to
move forward into a Phase 2/3
study.
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Rolls-Royce: Conquering

urban frontiers in Oman

Compromise is not a word
recognised in the Rolls-Royce
lexicon. Rolls-Royce Motor Cars
is an everlasting expression of
the exceptional, and in Oman,
unprecedented levels of creativ-
ity, craftsmanship and imagina-
tion came to life as Black Badge
Cullinan, Wraith and Dawn em-
barked on an urban adventure.

Conquering new city frontiers
alongside Areej al Balushi, all
three motor cars stood boldly
and took centre stage in a
warehouse in Muscat, forming
the perfect backdrop for excep-
tional craftsmanship to come
alive.

Taking control of its industrial
surroundings is the marque’s
dramatic alter ego, the King of
the Night; Black Badge Cullinan.
In Twilight Purple and Black
Badge High Contrast, both motor
cars demand attention. The gaze
immediately settles on the prow
of the car as the defining expres-
sion of Black Badge, the Spirit of
Ecstasy mascot, is presented in
high gloss black chrome.

Stepping into Black Badge
Cullinan is stepping into superla-
tive comfort and audacious de-
sign. Reflecting the marque's
Bespoke philosophy, Black Badge
Cullinan benefits from a near-in-
finitely configurable interior
colour palette, converting the
cabin into a stage to bring pa-
trons' creative visions to life. Ad-
ditionally, the Starlight Headliner
intensifies the cabin’s ambience
as it is presented in fine Black
leather, handwoven with 1,344
fibre optic lights, reflecting the
sky at night and incorporates
eight brilliant white shooting
stars that dart at random.

Rising out of darkness is the
captivating Cherry Red and Black
Diamond Dawn, promising a
striking encounter like no other
Rolls-Royce to date.

A truly beautiful motor car of-
fering the most uncompromised
open-top motoring experience in
the world, the Rolls-Royce Dawn
greets the observer with a strik-

ing yet elegant exterior design
with classic appearance and
presence.

With a 2:1 wheel height to
body height, a long bonnet, short
front overhand, a long rear over-

hand, an elegant tapering rear
graphic and a high shoulder line,
like an athlete Dawn is poised,

taught and ready to go.

The silent lowering of the soft
top reveals the stunning interior
of Dawn, and stepping into the
motor car is to be engulfed by
Dawn's Mugello Red and Black
luxurious embrace.

An emblem of spontaneity
crafted to empower the free
spirit, with Dawn, let inspiration
guide you.

Standing vividly against the
backdrop of this cement play-
ground is none other than
Wraith, a unique character de-
fined by power, style and drama.
With just a hint of the noir.

In profile, Wraith's sweeping
fastback design gives the car its
unique character. Bold lines, ten-
sion in the panels and a raked
rear screen evoke the image of a
world class athlete poised in the
starting blocks.

Further expression of dynamic
intent can be seen in Wraith's
deeply recessed grille, wide rear
track and dramatic two-tone
presentation in Turchese and
Arctic White.

Coach doors open to reveal a
sumptuous interior complete
with softest Phantom-grade
leather, expanses of wood called
Canadel Panelling and a stunning
Arctic White and Turchese
colour scheme. The magical in-
terior ambience is comple-
mented by Starlight Headliner,
giving the impression of a glitter-
ing, starry night sky.

Redefining the notion of true
super-luxury and always striving
for the exceptional, these re-
markable canvases, Black Badge
Cullinan, Dawn and Wraith are
available at Rolls-Royce Motor
Cars Oman.

MEDC
concludes
awareness
sessions

Muscat Electricity Distribution
Company (MEDC) recently con-
cluded the awareness sessions
on the career development path
programme the company cre-
ated for its employees.

The sessions aimed to intro-
duce the employees to the pro-
gramme and explain to them
how they can benefit from it to
improve one's position within the
hierarchical structure by meeting
the required and desired criteria
to move from one position to an-
other.

The sessions also aimed to in-
spire employees to exploit the
various training activities and
programmes and advised them
on how to manage between
those development programmes
and their current tasks and re-
sponsibilities.

The sessions tapped on raises,
promotions, and other topics as-
sociated with hierarchical posi-
tions, as well as answered the
employees’  questions  and
queries on the programme.

Muscat Electricity Distribu-
tion Company continuously
works towards enabling Omanis
to join the company in various
administrative and technical po-
sitions and encouraging employ-
ees to adopt the company's
values ‘We care’, ‘'We deliver’,
‘We do better’ in the work envi-
ronment to ensure high produc-
tivity and efficiency levels with
the aim to deliver safe and reli-
able electrical services to its cus-
tomers in Muscat governorate.

MEDC stated that it is work-
ing to provide sustainable elec-
tricity services for all of its
customers, premises in Muscat
governorate. ‘Our employees,
engineers and all field teams are
working efficiently with a high
degree of safety to ensure pro-
viding the service in a safe and
effective manner.’

The company said the cus-
tomers can communicate with it
through various channels 24x7
through contact centre
80070008, e-services through
website  www.medcoman.com
or its mobile application.

Etihad Airways
launches Global
Student offer

Etihad Airways, the national car-
rier for the UAE, is making it eas-
ier for students to travel between
university and home or to dis-
cover new horizons and cultures,
with the launch of its Global Stu-
dent offer.

Students who book before
November 30, 2020, for travel
by September 30, 2021, will save
up to 10 per cent on Economy
tickets and 5 per cent on Busi-
ness class tickets.

Family members who want to
jet off as well can benefit from
the same discount provided their
tickets are booked under the
same reservation and they travel

with the student.

Travellers who book using this
promotional fare will have an in-
creased baggage allowance of up
to 40kg in Economy and up to
50kg in Business, or one addi-
tional checked bag if travelling
to/from US or Canada.

One free date change is per-
mitted up to 96 hours prior to
travel.

To book visit etihad.com/stu-
dentoffer and enter the promo
code STU10. Students must
present a valid student ID or of-
ficial university acceptance letter
at check-in. This offer excludes
departures from India and China.

University of Wollongong in Dubai gives
students a head start on degrees

University of Wollongong in
Dubai (UOWD), the first inter-
national university and the high-
est-ranked Australian university
in the UAE, offered Year 11 and
Year 12 students the opportunity
to complete one full university
subject prior to finishing high
school. This initiative, launched
by the UAE Ministry of Educa-
tion, aimed to harness young tal-
ent and allow students to earn
advance credit for successfully
completed subjects. Through a
distinctive approach, UOWD
supported the Ministry's initia-
tive by offering three courses in
the fields of business, computing
and engineering that mirrored
subjects taught as part of its de-
gree programs, giving high
school students a taste of univer-
sity life.

The COVID-19 pandemic has
raised a number of questions
about long-held traditions in the
education sector, including
learning delivery methods. New
techniques, such as blended
learning - a style of education
where students learn via online
media as well as traditional face-
to-face teaching - have offered
innovative solutions for educa-
tional institutions and have
helped internationalise higher
education.

With international flights
temporarily suspended, many
students found themselves un-
able to travel abroad to pursue
higher education, especially dur-
ing the summer break.

Professor Mohamed Salem,
president of UOWD, said, “As a

forward-thinking educational in-
stitution that focuses on sup-
porting the local community,
UOWD viewed this initiative as
a unique opportunity to help nur-
ture young talent in the country
and to provide high school stu-
dents with a head start on their

university degrees. The leader-
ship of the UAE Ministry of Edu-
cation on this project is highly
appreciated and has filled an im-
portant gap in the complemen-
tarity between the roles of high
schools and universities. As the
UAE emerges as a regional hub
for the knowledge economy, ini-
tiatives such as this one help
build the country's credentials as
an innovator in the higher educa-
tion space.”

Khaled Issa, a Bachelor of Civil
Engineering student at UOWD,
said, “The Engineering Design for
Sustainability course that | took
during the summer gave me
valuable insight into what it is like
to be a university student. It
taught me to examine engineer-
ing problems from a different
perspective and guided me in my
decision to choose a Bachelor of
Civil Engineering degree. The
best part is that | will begin my
studies with six credit points and
won't feel as much pressure dur-
ing the first few weeks of univer-
sity due to this head start.”

UOWD's three courses for
high school students focused on
business and STEM degrees.

Engineering Design for Sus-
tainability offered an overview of
the methods that engineers use
to identify and solve problems

whilst incorporating ecological
aspects that need to be consid-
ered as part of the design
process. Using case studies re-
lated to sustainability, one of the
themes of Expo 2020 Dubai, the
course targeted students inter-
ested in careers in structural,
construction, mechanical and
product design engineering.

Principles of Responsible
Business provided students with
a conceptual tool kit for under-
standing and practicing respon-
sible and ethical commerce using
real case scenarios to optimise
decision making. This course
was geared towards aspiring stu-
dents of the Bachelor of Com-
merce and Bachelor of Business
Administration degrees, looking
to build their careers as market-
ing managers, HR consultants,
public relations managers, entre-
preneurs and accountants.

Programming Fundamentals
covered computer programming
at the introductory level, includ-
ing understanding how to pro-
gram a computer using one of
the many programming
languages to solve math and sci-
ence problems or to create apps,
games and interactive experi-
ences. UOWD's  summer
courses drew the participation of
55 students.
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ACROSS

1Goya's duchess

5 Often Chinese
jewlery

9 Show to a seat?
12 Israel's Eban

16 Doone

18 Sp. seaport

20 Goddess of
vegetation

21 Sweet pickle

23 The north wind
24 Time period

25 Eye part

26 Ready to eat

27 Eskimo craft

28 Rouges

30 Skedaddle

31 System of belief
32 Lhasa is its capital
33 Polynesian edible
37 Drone

40 The uppity

41 Rhine tributary
42 ___and penates
43 According to
44 Opposite of int.
45 __ Kong

47 Ached

48 Despot

49 Kind of man

52 "Argo” actor Alan
53 Fairy queen

56 Companion of
ends

57 On the lookout

58 TV's Lorne

59 So soon?

61 Sweethearts of
yore

62 More restrained
63 Black alloy

64 Persian rug

65 Largest continent
66 Draft inits.

67 Trades

68 Esteemed animal
thymus glands

70 Welk's intro

71 Annual culinary
awards

72 Biology or geology
prefix

73 Cheese's partner?
76 Truck variety

77 Rich cake

78 Here: Fr.

79 Chocolate chip
alternative

81 Silkworm

82 Depression sights
85 Toil

86 City lights

88 Sioux

89 Not that item there
91 Lizard

92"___ homo!”

94 Where Anna
taught

95 Scots. egghead
org.

96 Magician's word

97 San Francisco
treat

101"To ___ human”
102 Double-fault on
the court, e.g.

103 Type of fright
104 Pt. of NAACP
105 Tolkien creation
106 Don

107 Luge

DOWN

1 Einstein and
Prince

2 Alsace- ___

3 “Larger than
a__

4 Literary collection
5 ___Fighting Ships
6 Hawkeye, of
IMFA*SHH"

7 Jackstone

8 Former Fr. coin

9 Loose

10 Kind of stone

11 Now's companion
12 Eagle's pad

13 Outsize stomachs
14 Nose

15 Nincompoop

17 Grown-ups

19 Roman rooms
20 Astronomer’s
interest

22 Hail, to Caesar
23 Like certain
treasure

29 Liability item
30 “Death
Becomes ___"

31 Like bacon or
ham

33 Coiffure

34 What Lear does
35 Certain
advertisements

36 Attacked

38 Actress Stritch,
et al.

39 Word following
bread

45 Familiar address
46 500

47 Kind of home, for
short

48 A kid's house?
49 Obijectives’
partner

50 Precipitated

51 Mixed together:
poet.

52 Opera solos

53 Order

54 One transferring
property

55 The bill payers
58 Musical scale
inventor

60 ___ Fitzgerald
61 Looked hungrily
62 Mathematical
relationships

64 Too tiredto __

fly

65 Auspices

68 Withers

69 “The Amazing __"
71 Malay
Archipelago
island

73 "Serpico” author
74 Like primates
75 Long time

77 Fastening
hardware

78 Cadmus's
daughter

79 Scales

80 Like certain
cutlets

83 Crop destroyer
84 Roman highways
87 Red dye

89 Links legend
Woods

90 Exclamation of
triumph

91 Airport
abbreviation

92 Salinger
character

93 Two bits, e.g.
94 Fiji capital

96 Pod resident
98 Kind of drop
99 Mine find

100 Grid linemen:
abbr.
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R DAILY HOROSCOPE

LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22

ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19

Tuesday's skies are relatively low-key. The moon slips into Gemini,
ramping up your need for casual exchanges and movement in your
neighbourhood. It's an ideal day for working on writing projects or
opening up any important conversations that have been waiting in
the wings. Luna's early morning square to Venus contrasts your
desire for leisure with your obligation to your workload.

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20

It might be difficult to find your footing. Luna slips into Gemini,
turning your thoughts and concerns towards your current set of
resources, financial and otherwise. The moon faces a disgruntled
meeting with your ruling planet, Venus, likely making you
moodier or more sensitive than usual towards romantic
involvements. By afternoon, a sense of equilibrium returns.

GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 27

You tend to spend so much time up in your head, Gemini. It's
important to remember to get back into your body! Today's
skies focus your energy on just that, as the moon moves through
your sign and works to see that you nourish yourself from the
ground up. Put yourself first and engage in any activity that

has you prioritising self-betterment and individuality.

CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22

Cancers need regular breaks from being involved in the demands
of society. Indulge yourself “hermit style” today by withdrawing
into your own inner world with little social contact from others.
Luna's morning square to bond-building Venus can help you get
blocked feelings off your chest. But overall, the day is low-key and
beckons you toward spirituality, surrender, and quiet.

KIDS COLOURING

You need a firm group of friends who keep your spirits lifted.
Today's skies suggest that you're craving some social interaction

and are longing to feel involved—as the moon bounces through

playful Gemini. The morning hours witness a tense encounter

between the moon and Venus, potentially stressing finances and

resources. But by afternoon, all loads are lightened.

VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22

It's the most public, career-oriented time of the month for you,
Virgo. The moon's entrance into storyteller Gemini has all eyes

and ears on you, making it an ideal time for pushing your

ambitions forward or reaching for positions of authority in your

field. Luna spends the morning squabbling with Venus,

potentially frustrating your inner needs and public demands.

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22

You require daily doses of beauty. Though it sounds simple, it's

actually critical for you to cultivate relaxation through the

soothing, tranquil feeling you find in response to art and nature.

Try to get out of your comfort zone this afternoon and introduce

yourself to things that can help achieve this softness. Refresh

your perspective as the moon floats through curious Gemini.

SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21

Scorpios are fearless when it comes to probing the depths of

others. But when it comes to facing your own shadows, you tend

to freeze up. The moon slips into Gemini, summoning you into

the world of intimate relationships. Luna spends the morning in a

harsh interaction with Venus, stressing shared goals. But by

afternoon, it's easier to sync back up and share yourself honestly.
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project or activity with someone else. The moon dances through
your opposite sign of quick-witted Gemini, adding playfulness to
the air. But Luna's morning square with Venus can have you
feeling pulled between career concerns and relationship needs.

contained by placing an emphasis on your connection to your
work. The moon slips into Gemini, helping you pour your
energy towards any productive means. Luna's tussle with
Venus can highlight tensions between your job and your vision.

need is unabashed fun and leisure, and the moon’s entrance into
Gemini helps hone your focus on the things that bring you joy.
Lean into your creative, self-expressive projects. Luna's morning
square with Venus may highlight relationship tensions too.

PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20

Let yourself unwind and pull away from the world for a bit. The
moon slides into Gemini, calling you homeward to focus on
family matters and your emotional foundation for deeper
nurturing. The moon spends the morning arguing with Venus,
potentially stirring up stresses between your home life and
relationship. But by afternoon, things smooth over.

DO YOU SUDOKU?

LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1to 9 and
only one instance of each number

SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER 21

You're in need of some TLC. Turn to a trusted friend or partner,
as you're craving companionship. You want to be involved in a

CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19

Capricorns naturally crave a strong sense of structure in their
lives to feel secure. Tuesday's skies work to keep you feeling

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18

Clear your schedule. You're not likely to be in the mood to deal
with any mundane, work-related areas of your life. What you

TEST YOUR
KNOWLEDGE

1. ESCAP stands for

a. Economic and Social Com-
mission for Asia and Pacific

b. European Society Council for
Africa and Pacific

¢. Economic and Social Com-
mission for Africa and Pacific
d. None of the above

2. Firdausi was

a. a poet

b. well known for his epic
‘Shahnama’

c. Both option A and B

d. None of the above

3. Himalayan Mountaineering
Institute is at

a. Darjeeling
b. Dehradun
c. Marmago
d. Dispur
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BOGGLER

Each game will present you with a matrix filled with letters.

left, right, on top, bottom, or
diagonal to each other.

The objective is to form words by linking adjacent letters - to the

The Boggles Classic game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words are valued at

one point for each letter in excess of two letters. A three letter word

worth two points, and so on.

Valid words must be at least three letters long.

is worth one point, a four letter word is

Solution 20-25 words: Excellent, 15-20 words: Very good,

10-15 words: Good, 5-10 words: Average

SUDOKU EASY
ANSWER
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count

find all the words

WORD BUILDER

You have three minutes to
contained in this word.
Rules: Words should be at

least four letters long, proper
nouns and duplicates don't
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For any information please
Contact us by phone call & WhatsApp

DR. KUMAR RAKESH
92989109 » 97700963

Opposite Al Nahada Hospital, Muscat, Oman

Clean City LLC,

EDUCATION FURNITURE
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CITY TRADING
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WJ Towell Group'Company

“

Quality

Sohar

car rentals
at competitive prices.

Muscat 9014 6672, 9679 0684
9731 6218 | Salalah 9429 9325

www.orbit-oman.com

¢ Fleet of 2,000 vehicles

e Choose from a wide range
of brands & models

* PDO, OXY and BP spec
vehicles available

e Attractive rates for short-term
& long-term lease

‘o:o:Q.oy O R B l T

Car Rental & Lease

MATRIMONIAL

Alliance required from MBBS,

MD Doctor for a Sunni Muslim
Hyderabadi, Indian MBBS

girl. Her MS will be

completed in Middle of 2021.
Contact +968 99811371

SITUATION
WANTED

Smart Indian, excellent English,
Masters-Journalism & Commu-
nication, Finance, strong writing,
research skills, 15+years diversi-
fied Oman experience seeks
Admin/HR, Corporate/Market-

ing Communication, Operations,
Management, Customer Rela-
tions, Credit. NOC.

Contact 99283938

Light Duty Driver, 15 years expe-
rience in Saudi Arabia and
Oman, | have good knowledge of
Muscat roads and areas, with
English, Arabic & Hindi lan-
guages. Looking for suitable
placement. Contact 79250786
Email: tarigmuscat1982@

yahoo.com

Expat Light Driver looking for job,
experience 5 years.

Speak English, Arabic and Hindi
Contact 97987643

BIRTHDAY WISHES

VENKITESH
October 06

Wishing you a very
Happy Birthday
Venkitesh.
May God bless you.
Best wishes from
Relatives and Friends

Send your request for
Birthday / Anniversary
wishes to
wish@apexmedia.co.om
with your resident card copy
(It's free of cost)

¢ RESIDENTIAL < COMMERCIAL «OFFICE

DISINFECTION
SERVICES GOVID 19

for

RESTRICTED

ULLE
® For ENQUIRIES call
* 94021502 +95437921 + 98400408
# FREE ESTIMATES
¢ 24x7 AVAILABILITY
¢ PROFESSIONAL TEAM
¢ EMERGENCY SERVICES

f W.J. Towell &Co.

We only use Electro Chemically
Activated Solution /disinfectant
which is safe and certified.

”~ ? MODERN CLEANING SERVICES
AHD TRADING LLC

CAMP FURNITURE
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Announcement of Capital Reduction

ith the provisions of Amicle 150 of the Commercial
|1-|:|-3- l'm-rg,ﬁ and Industrial Training
istered with the Commercial

In sccordance w
Companies Law. The com
Institute (L1 ( I vhich is

Registration No, 1627236, here h-'. announces that it is going to reduce its
capital from Um ini Rinls 1,520, uunt'urr to qI:HII:»II (L]
Whoever has any objection to the foregoang shall present the réasons for
such objection with attaching the supporting documents 10 the Secretarial

of Commercial Registry at the Ministry of Commerce and Industry &

Investment Promotion within 30 days from the date hereol.

Announcement of Capital Reduction

In accordance with the provisions of Article 150 of the Commercial
Companies Law. The company Polyglot Institute Oman (LLC),
which is registered with the Commercial Registration No. 12377949,
hereby announces that it is going to reduce its capital from Omani
Fials 856,000,000 to 250,000,000,

Whoever has any objection to the foregoing shall present the
reasons for such objection with attaching the supporting documents
to the Secretariad of Commercial Registry at the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry & Investment Promaotion within 30 days
from the date hereof.

Get your latest
news updates on

WhatsApp

SUBSCRIBE NOW
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We lost the plot: Klopp

Aston Villa pulverise English Premier League champions Liverpool 7-2 at Villa Park

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE

Birmingham, UK - Jurgen Klopp
admitted Liverpool lost their
composure after conceding early
to Aston Villa as the English
Premier League (EPL)
champions were smashed 7-2 in
an EPL game on Sunday night.

Ollie  Watkins scored a
first-half hat-trick as the Reds
conceded seven goals in a game
for the first time since 1963.

Watkins also become the first
player in a decade to score a
hat-trick against Liverpool.

Liverpool's back-up goal-
keeper Adrian had a night to
forget as his mistake allowed
Watkins to open the floodgates.

"The first goal had an impact,
but it shouldn't. Adrian made a
mistake but we conceded goals
like this in the past. We lost the
plot then," said Klopp. "When
Aston Villa won the ball, our pro-
tection was under average."

"It was unexpected but it
happened tonight," added Klopp.

"We put all our rubbish things
and mistakes in one game and
hopefully we can start again."

Despite a change of system
and personnel after half-time,
Liverpool still could not stem the
flow of Villa exposing their high
line as deflected goals from John
McGinn and Ross Barkley and
Jack Grealish's double rounded
off a remarkable scoreline.

"We had still good moments
but our good moments led to
nothing and their good moments
led always to a chance or a goal,”
added Klopp.

"They were flying and we

Aston Villa's Ollie Watkins (right) celebrates with his teammates after scoring against Liverpool during the English Premier League match at Villa Park in Birmingham, UK, on Sunday

were pretty open. All the things
you should not do in a football
game, we did tonight.”

Liverpool are not in action
again for another two weeks due
to the international break, but
they face a huge challenge on
their return when they travel to
top-of-the-table Everton in the
Merseyside derby.

"I would love to have a

training session tomorrow and
Tuesday and to talk about it, but
the boys go back off to
international duty," said Klopp.
"Hopefully they come back
healthy and we use the two days
to prepare for Everton.”
Liverpool defender Virgil van
Dijk said, "Overall we're all
disappointed, we shouldn't have
lost with the numbers that we

did but it's about sticking
together and making sure it
doesn't happen again."
Liverpool's high line was torn
apart by Villa's counter-attack,
while the absence of goalkeeper
Alisson Becker to injury and
Sadio Mane due to a positive
coronavirus test was notable.
The Reds were not beaten
until their 28% league game in

romping to the title last season
and had won their opening three
games of the new campaign.

"Wow'

"When Jurgen Klopp says 'wow'
to you, you know you've done
something right," said Villa boss
Dean Smith. "The lads were
superb, they executed the
game plan perfectly. We

were at our best today."

"We won't get complacent
but we'll enjoy tonight because
results like that don't come
around too often,"” added Smith.

Earlier on Sunday, Tottenham
hit Manchester United for a six
with a 6-1 win as two of
England's most successful clubs
suffered humiliation.

Former United defender Gary

Liverpool's Jurgen Klopp

Neville, now a TV pundit,
described United performance
as 'an absolute shambles' as they
matched their 6-1 loss to
Manchester City in 2011.

Club captain Harry Maguire
apologised to fans in an
Instagram post, saying the per-
formance was 'unacceptable’
and Marcus Rashford said there
Were no excuses.

Ole Gunnar Solskjaer took the
blame for the humiliation, which
once again raises major
questions about whether he is
the man to restore the club to
their former glories. "It's a horri-
ble feeling, the worst day I've had
as a Manchester United
manager and player," said the
Norwegian  manager. "lt's
nowhere near good enough. |
hold my hands up. It's my
decision to pick the team | did.
Also as a squad, that's not good
enough for Manchester United."
AFP

England’s Abraham,
Sancho ‘flout’ virus
rules at party
Chelsea's Tammy Abraham
has apologised after footage
emerged of him attending a
party with England
teammates Ben Chilwell and
Jadon Sancho in an apparent
breach of national
coronavirus rules. The Sun
newspaper published the
video, which appears to show
the three players at a
gathering in London with
more than six people present
on Saturday. The Sun reports
that the FA has seen footage
of the party and quotes a
spokesman as saying: "There
will be no change to the
England team at this stage."
The England squad is due to
assemble ahead of a friendly
against Wales on Thursday
and Nations League matches
against Belgium and
Denmark.

Everton sign
Norwich’s Godfrey
Everton have signed
defender Ben Godfrey from
Norwich on a five-year
contract for an initial fee
reported to be around
US$32mn in the first major
move of transfer deadline
day. The Canaries announced
on Monday they had
received a club-record fee for
the 22 year old, whose new
deal ties him to Carlo
Ancelotti's side until 2025.
Godfrey made 30
appearances for relegated
Norwich in the Premier
League last season, and had
been linked with a number of
top-flight clubs during
transfer window.

AFP

Barca held by Sevilla

SPANISH LEAGUE

Madrid, Spain - Barcelona
dropped their first points of the
season on Sunday as Sevilla
made a statement of intent in La
Liga's title race by drawing 1-1 at
Camp Nou.

Luuk de Jong gave Sevilla an
early lead and while Philippe
Coutinho levelled two minutes
later, the visitors were arguably
the better side in a frantic
contest. The draw brings an end
to Ronald Koeman's perfect start
as Barca coach but he might not
be too displeased with a point,
even if his team also had chances
to snatch a winner.

"We were less energetic than
in the first two games but that
also depends on the opposition,”
said Koeman. "They have
defended well."

Real Madrid are three points
ahead of Barcelona but having
played a game more, after their

Barcelona's Philippe Coutinho (right) scores against Sevilla during the

Spanish League match at the Camp Nou stadium on Sunday

2-0 win over Levante earlier on
Sunday sent them to the top of
the table.

De Jong put Sevilla in front
after eight minutes as Barcelona
failed to react to a short corner

and then failed to clear, the ball
sitting up nicely for the striker to
smashin.

But the lead lasted less than
two minutes, a brilliant, curved
ball over the top by Lionel Messi

causing panic in the Sevilla
defence, where Jesus Navas slid
to intercept but only teed up the
resurgent Coutinho to finish.

Messi sent a bending shot
past the far post and Ansu Fati
hit straight at the goalkeeper but
Sevilla were the ones in the
ascendancy.

Barcelona struggled to get out
from the back under pressure
from Sevilla's high press and
Ronald Araujo almost scored an
own goal, spared by the post
after Youssef En-Nesyri's run
down the left.

Trincao and Pedri were both
thrown on by Koeman and Trin-
cao might have won it after being
put through by Messi late on. But
Sevilla goalkeeper Bono made
the stop to earn his team a
deserved point.

In another game, Cadiz drew
with Granada 1-1at home.

AFP

Napolirisk forfeit
for Juve no-show

ITALIAN LEAGUE
Milan, Italy - Napoli risk a
3-0 forfeit for failing to turn up
for their Serie A clash against
Juventus amid a row over
coronavirus protocol in Italy
on Sunday, allowing title rivals
Atalanta and AC Milan move
top of Serie A ahead of Inter
Milan who were held at Lazio.

Gennaro Gattuso's Napoli
had been top of the league
going into weekend's action
with two wins in as many
games as they target a third
Serie A title and first in 30
years. But Eljif Elmas and
Piotr  Zielinski's  positive
coronavirus tests forced the
southerners  into  home
isolation on the instructions of
health authorities in the
Campania region.

The Lega Serie A insisted

all the health protocols were
in place for the match to safely
go ahead as scheduled for
Turin at 1845 GMT.

Amid the turmoil, Andrea
Pirlo's champions prepared
their game as usual, naming a
starting list, despite solid
indications of a Napoli no-
show for the game.

The Juventus bus pulled
into the Allianz Stadium an
hour beforehand, with the
players remaining in their
tracksuits on the pitch, along
with referees and a handful of
supporters under the rain.

The match was eventually
abandoned 45 minutes after
its scheduled start time, with
Napoli's fate now depending
on a meeting of Italian league
officials on Tuesday.

AFP

Lewandowski hits four as Bayern win seven-goal thriller

GERMAN LEAGUE
Berlin, Germany - Robert
Lewandowski  netted  four
goals - including the decisive
added-time penalty - as
defending Bundesliga champions
Bayern Munich survived a
fight-back by Hertha Berlin to
seal a nervy 4-3 win on Sunday.
Lewandowski, voted European
footballer of the year on Friday,
scored twice to put Bayern 2-0
up early in the second half only
for Hertha to score three times to
make it 3-3 with time almost up.
However, the Poland hot-shot
then converted a 93"-minute
spot kick to seal the win which
lifts Bayern to fourth in the table.
The victory got Bayern back to

winning ways after their record
23-match winning streak was
ended by a 4-1 defeat at Hoffen-
heim last Sunday.

Fresh from their 3-2 victory
over Borussia Dortmund on
Wednesday in the German
Super Cup, Bayern gave a first
start to US junior international
Chris Richards, 20, at right-back.

In  the build-up, Bayern
announced the signing of
defensive midfielder Marc Roca
from Espanyol.

Lewandowski first struck on
40 minutes when he fired home
the rebound after Hertha
goalkeeper Alexander Schwolow
had saved his initial header.

It was Lewandowski's 100t

Bayern Munich's forward Robert Lewandowski celebrates after scoring

his fourth goal against Hertha Berlin in Munich on Sunday

Bundesliga goal for Bayern at
Munich's Allianz Arena.
It was 1-0 at the break, but the

Poland star doubled his tally six
minutes into the second half
when he turned through 180

degrees to fire home after
Richard's pass.

Hertha pulled a goal back
when Cordoba struck with a
header on 59 minutes from a
free-kick by Matheus Cunha,
who has been called up by
Brazil. The 21 year old Cunha
then made it 2-2 after dribbling
past Jerome Boateng, then beat
David Alaba and Benjamin
Pavard before firing past Neuer
on 71 minutes.

Bayern again pulled ahead
when Mueller met Alaba's
free-kick and served up a tap-in
for Lewandowski on 85 minutes.

There was still time for
Hertha replacement Jessic
Ngankam to header an equaliser

past Neuer on 88 minutes.

However, Lewandowski
netted the decisive spot kick just
before the whistle after being
pulled down by Berlin defender
Maximilian Mittelstaedt.

Earlier, second-placed Augs-
burg missed the chance to top
the table as they were held to a
goalless draw at Wolfsburg, who
had a first-half goal disallowed.

OTHER RESULTS:

FRENCH LEAGUE: Sunday: Lyon
1 Marseille 1, Montpellier O
Nimes 1, Bordeaux 3 Dijon O,
Brest 1Monaco O, Metz 3 Lorient
1, Strasbourg O Lille 3, Rennes 2
Reims 2.

AFP
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Kagiso
Rabada

Delhi Capitals’ Kagiso Rabada celebrates after dismissing a Royal Challengers Bangalore batsman on Monday

=
RABADA

STOINIS
IN CAPIT
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ROUT OF

Dubai, UAE - Just when the Royal
Challengers Bangalore (RCB)
were started to think they were
getting their combinations and
players' roles right this
IPL, they were beaten
comprehensively by the Delhi
Capitals, one of the most
balanced sides who lead the
points table with four wins out of
five games, on Monday.

After posting a challenging
196 with the help of their openers
and Marcus Stoinis' unbeaten 53
off 26 balls, the Capitals' well-
oiled bowling attack strangled
the Royal Challengers chase with
precise and economical bowling
that led to regular wickets.

Virat Kohli tried stretching the
chase even as the asking rate
surged after the fall of Devdutt
Padikkal, Aaron Finch and AB de
Villiers inside the powerplay.

Pace sensation Kagiso Rabada
then returned for his second over
- the 14t of the chase - to have
his opposition captain caught
behind. The Royal Challengers
needed a stiff 100 from 36 balls
at the end of the over, and the
required rate headed only in one
direction as Rabada closed the
chase out with figures of four for
24 - the best of this tournament
- after being on a hat-trick in the
18" over.

Capitals’ skillful
bowling attack

A silver lining of Amit Mishra
being out of the tournament was
that the Capitals could bring their
economical bowler Axar Patel
back. After his first ball was
driven beautifully for four by
Kohli, Patel extracted turn to beat
his outside edge two balls later,
and slowed down the ball further
on the last ball to have Finch

caught behind for a scratchy 13.
This, after Finch had been
warned by R Ashwin while back-
ing up too far at the non-striker's
end in the previous over.

Some more drama was left for
the sixth over when de Villiers
sent Kohli back for a quick single
after pushing the ball to mid-on
but Rabada couldn't get a direct
hit. Next ball de Villiers whipped
Anrich Nortje over mid-off with
his supple wrists but the quick
bowler replied immediately with
his compatriots' wicket as de
Villiers top-edged a 150km
delivery that Shikhar Dhawan
pouched. Rabada had earlier
conceded only five in the first
over and put down a simple
return catch of Finch, but the
Capitals have clear plans for the
pace spearhead: keep at least
two of his overs for the end.

That the boundaries dried up
for over five overs after the
seventh, with Axar Patel taking
the pace off and Ashwin mixing
up his offbreaks with carrom
balls and flatter deliveries, only
helped Rabada 's second over.
The scoreboard pressure meant
Moeen Ali holed out off Axar to
deep midwicket for 11 off 13 and
Rabada had his eyes on one man.

With 106 to get from 42, the
onus was on Kohli and he took on
a Rabada short ball but only
edged it behind for 43. Five down
for 94, Bangalore weren't going
to recover from that against
Rabada and Nortje, who kept
breaching the 150kmh mark.

Birthday boy Washington
Sundar impressed briefly with
some off-side hits off Rabada be-
fore being deceived by a slower
bouncer, and Shivam Dube soon
missed a slog to lose his stumps.

Cricinfo

QUOTE OF THE DAY

Look it’s hard being on the losing side for
so many games. There’s no rocket science,
we know where we’re going wrong. The
execution part’s been bad.

KL Rahul

Kings XI Punjab skipper, after his team’s
defeat to Chennai, on Sunday

TODAY’S
MATCH

ABU DHABI, 6PM

P Shaw cde Villiers b Siraj 42 3 INDIANS

S Dhawan ¢ Moeen b Udana 32 @28)

S lyer c Padikkal b Moeen Ali 11 a3y m%l:nABf‘lASI RARJ6\$1A-T£N
R Pant b Siraj 37 @5

M Stoinis not out 53 (26)

S Hetmyer not out Mo

Extras (Ib4,nb2 w4) 10
TOTAL: 196 for four

POINTS TABLE

Fall of wickets: 1-68, 2-82, 3-90, 4-179

Bowling: | Udana 4-0-40-1, W Sundar TEAMS|P_|W| L |NR| PTS| NRR
4-0-20-0, N Saini 3-0-48-0, Y Chahal DC 5/4/1 08 +1.060
3-0-29-0, M Siraj 4-0-34-2, Moeen Ali Mmi 53 2016 +1.214
2-0-21-1
ROYAL CHALLENGERS BANGALORE RCB 5|3|2|0 s -1.355
D Padikkal ¢ Stoinis b Ashwin 4 KKR |4 /2/2/0 4 |-0121
A Finch cPant b Axar Patel 13 aa RR 4 .2/2/0 4 | -0317
V Kohli c Pant b Rabada 43 39) CSK 520304 -0342
AB de Villiers cDhawanb Nortie 9
Moeen Ali c Hetmyer b Axar a3 SRH 5/2|3/0 |4 -0.417
W Sundar ¢ AshwinbRabada 17 an KXIP |51 /4 0 2 | +0.178
S Dube b Rabada a2 P: Played, W: Won, L: Lost,
| Udana c lyer b Rabada e X

- NR: No Result, PTS: Points,
N Saini not out 12 a2
M Siraj b Nortje 5@ NRR: Net Run-Rate
Y @liglie] ont Y@ CSK: Chennai Super Kings
Extras (b4, w7) n

RCB: Royal Challengers Bangalore
DC: Delhi Capitals

KKR: Kolkata Knight Riders
KXIP: Kings XI Punjab

MI: Mumbai Indians

RR: Rajasthan Royals

SRH: Sunrisers Hyderabad

TOTAL: 137 for nine

Fall of wickets: 1-20, 2-27, 3-43, 4-75, 5-94,
6-115, 7-118, 8-119, 9-127

Bowling: K Rabada 4-0-24-4, A Nortje
4-0-22-2, R Ashwin 4-0-26-1, Axar Patel
4-0-18-2, Harshal Patel 4-0-43-0,
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Marcus Stoinis of Delhi Capitals plays a shot against RCB on Monday

Allround Krunal brings

anarchy to the IPL

Sharjah, UAE - David Warner is
set. It has taken him a while to
get here. But finally, he is hitting
a cricket ball so hard you wince
watching it all happen. Imagine
what it would take to beat him.
To confound him to such an
extent that he is bent over at the
crease, held up by his bat, all of
his power made totally redun-
dant. This was a wide yorker of
the finest quality. It had pace. It
was accurate. And, best of all, it
was the last thing the batsman
expected... because it was
bowled by a spinner.

Krunal Pandya punched the
air with a real sense of purpose.
He had given away only nine
runs in the over, the 15" of the
innings, and he had taken a
wicket, leaving the Sunrisers with
an improbable task: 70 to win off
only 30 balls - 12 of which would
be shot out of the cannon that
Jasprit Bumrah calls a right hand.

Mumbai owed a lot of their
victory on Sunday to Krunal.

Krunal began his spell in the
powerplay, where only two field-
ers are allowed on the boundary,
which in Sharjah is barely 70m.
He also had to deal with bowling
into the hitting arc of the left-
handed Warner. All of this points
to a high degree of difficulty that
the bowler has to negotiate and
Krunal did beautifully. Dude hit
four boundaries off four balls, but
gave away only three in 24.

And he'll have to finish his full
guota more often than not
because there is no other
option. Mumbai - or even
India for that matter - can't
afford to rush Hardik
Pandya into bowling after
his  back injury. The
international players
will be off on their
tour of Aus-
tralia immedi-
ately after the
IPL. They can't
afford to go
without  their

premier allrounder again.

So Krunal is adapting to his
new role. He only wobbles the
ball now because he knows his
pace (often exceeding 100kph)
and his accuracy are his best
bets to making a batsman hit
where he wants. Krunal is so in-
vested in this that he even exper-
imented with a round-arm action
to mess with Warner's bat-
swing. Anything to gain an edge.

Krunal's bowling showcased
intelligence and clarity of
thought. But there is a bit of
anarchy in it as well. He's

happy being a spinner who
doesn't actually spin the
ball. There was anarchy in
his batting as well. Pure,
pulse-pounding anar-
chy. In most of
Mumbai's
matches, shots
of their dugout
late in the in-
nings  would
reveal him in

full gear and with a fearsome
expression. He wanted in. He
was ready to take on the world's
best death bowlers and put them
into the stands. He had extra
incentive to do that in Sharjah.

Siddharth  Kaul had just
mercilessly yorked his little
brother Hardik. You don't mess
with family like that. And so, big
brother took strike, deep in his
crease, his knees bent, his body
in a crouch and set to spring on
anything loose.

Like a length ball. Krunal made
it disappear over long-on. The
strike was so pure that even
cameraman lost track of the ball.
This routine continued as
Mumbai shot from 187 to 208 in
the space of four balls - 6, 4, 4, 6.

No batsman who has got to
face at least two balls after
having walked into bat in the 20t
over in the IPL, has struck at a
higher rate than Krunal's 500
(FIVE HUNDRED?).

Cricinfo

Amit Mishra
ruled out of
IPL 2020 with
finger injury

Dubai, UAE - India leg-spinner
Amit Mishra has been ruled out
of the IPL with a finger injury,
dealing a significant blow to the
Delhi Capitals.

Mishra sustained a flexor
tendon injury to the ring finger of
his bowling hand while attempt-
ing a return catch in the Capitals'
last match against the Kolkata
Knight Riders on October 3.

Mishra was the third-highest
wicket-taker for the Capitals in
the IPL.

He had taken just three wick-
ets but at an economy rate of
7.20. All his three wickets were
top order batsmen, including
David Warner and Manish
Pandey against the Sunrisers
Hyderabad, and Shubman Gill in
the match against the where he
bowled just two overs before
leaving the field with the injury.
Mishra was one of the two
wrist-spinners in the Capitals'
squad along with Nepal leg-spin-
ner Sandeeep Lamichhane.

Cricinfo

100% JUICE
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DJOKOVIC SAILS

INTO QUARTERS

Kvitova books spot in last-eight after eight years

Paris, France - Novak Djokovic
racked up his 35" win of 2020
and a place in the Roland Garros
quarterfinals for the 14" time
with a 6-4, 6-3, 6-3 win over
Russia's Karen Khachanov on
Monday.

The world No 1, chasing a
second title in Paris and 18®
career Grand Slam, goes on to
face either Spain's Pablo Carreno
Busta or unseeded Daniel
Altmaier of Germany for a place
in the semifinals. Djokovic, who
hit 44 winners, has yet to drop a
set in the tournament, losing just
25 games in four rounds.

"It was a tight match and | am
happy to win in straight sets,"
said the Serbian who has now
reached 47 quarterfinals at the
Slams. It will also be his 11" in a
row in Paris.

He had a heart-stopping
moment in the first set when he
stretched for a forehand and was
unable to avoid seeing the ball
accidentally hit a line judge. The
incident came just weeks after he
was defaulted at the US Open for
swiping at a ball which felled a
line judge standing behind him.

Djokovic is aiming to become
the first man in half a century to
win all four Grand Slam titles
twice.

Also on Monday, Petra
Kvitova returned to the French
Open quarterfinals for the first
time in eight years.

Two-time Wimbledon
champion Kvitova is through to
the last-eight at Roland Garros
for just the second time. Her best
run in Paris came when she
reached the semifinals in 2012.

Seventh seed Kvitova, who
missed last year's tournament
due to an arm injury, defeated
China's Zhang Shuai 6-2, 6-4
and will next play German
veteran Laura Siegemund.

"After eight years to be in the
quarterfinal again, it's great. I'm
really happy for that, that I'm still

Czech Republic's Petra Kvitova returns the ball to China's Zhang Shuai during their fourth-round match on Monday

able to play on all surfaces," said
Kvitova.

"When the roof is closed it's
like being indoors and | really
love to play."

"| got a bit emotional last two
points of my match. | really
started to think still about the
match because in tennis we re-
ally never know when it's the
end," she said.

Court Philippe Chatrier holds
special memories for Kvitova, as
the site of her comeback in 2017
six months after a knife attack
that almost ended her career.

Kvitova, now 30, suffered
serious injuries to her left playing
hand when she fought off a
knife-wielding burglar at her
home in Prostejov in December
2016.

"Happy memories, when |
made my comeback here 2017,
when | step on the Philippe
Chatrier, | couldn't really imagine
me to be in the quarterfinal of
this Slam," she said.

"Everything just came back to

LT DY

me. When I'm talking, I'm getting
emotional again. It's been a long
ride definitely. Everything came
to my mind when | had my whole
family, people who | loved to
helped me through the tough,
tough time."

In the men's action, Stefanos
Tsitsipas overcame an eye
problem to become the first
Greek man to reach the last-
eight of the French Open with a
6-3, 7-6 (11-9), 6-2 win over
Grigor Dimitrov of Bulgaria.

The 22 year old will now take
on Andrey Rublev in a repeat of
the recent Hamburg final which
was won by the Russian.

Fifth seed Tsitsipas has won
12 successive sets at the tourna-
ment having been two sets down
to Jaume Munar in the opening
round.

"I had a problem with my eye
so that's why | had to call the
doctor. It happened in my earlier
matches too. It's still red and
irritated,” he explained.

He saved three set points in
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Germany's Laura Siegemund eats meal courtside during her match against Spain’s Paula Badosa on Monday

the second set tie-breaker while
frustrating 18" seed Dimitrov by
saving the only three break
points he faced.

"The tie-break was where the
money was," said Tsitsipas who
fell in a five-setter to former
champion Stan Wawrinka in the
last-16 in 2019.

Rublev, the 13* seed, also
advanced to the quarterfinals for
the first time after battling past
Marton Fucsovics of Hungary
6-7 (4-7),7-5, 6-4,7-6 (7-3).

In a match which featured 12
breaks of serve, the 22 year old
Rublev had been a break down in
the second and third sets. He
also had to save three set points
in the fourth.

"l knew it would be tough,”
said Rublev who arrived in Paris
having reached his second US
Open quarterfinal last month.

"I had a little bit of luck today.
There was a lot of wind so you
are going to lose your serve a lot
in those conditions.”

AFP

Serbia's Novak Djokovic celebrates after winning against Russia's Karen Khachanov in Paris on Monday (AFp)

Food fault! Siegemund eats meal
courtside at Roland Garros

Paris, France - Germany's world
No 66 Laura Siegemund
reached her first Grand Slam
quarterfinal on Monday after
ordering a plate of food to be
delivered to her on court.

The 32 year old said she had
found it difficult to find anything
to eat before her match against
Spain's Paula Badosa despite
being in Paris, one of the world's
greatest culinary centres.

"I was trying to get some

carbs in. | tried the bar. Couldn't
get it down really. | tried," said
Siegemund after her 7-5, 6-2
win over Badosa on Court
Simonne-Mathieu.

She had the food delivered to
her chair while her opponent
was taking a medical time out
and as she waited, she eagerly
tucked in with fork in hand.

"I asked my physio to
bring me something else. |
just wanted to get some carb,

some potato or rice. "Probably
looks weird having a fork and
eating like that, but better than
low sugar anyway. | preferred to
try to get some energy back in
the body."

Siegemund has made the
second week of a Slam for the
first time in 16 attempts in sin-
gles although she did lift the US
Open doubles title last month.

On Monday, energised by her
food intake, she won ten of the

last 12 games to set up a
quarterfinal  clash  against
two-time Wimbledon champion
Petra Kvitova.

She became the fourth
unseeded player to make the
last-eight this year, joining Iga
Swiatek, Nadia Podoroska and
Martina Trevisan. Siegemund
won last month's US Open
women's doubles titles
alongside Vera Zvonareva.

AFP

Zverev says he shouldn’t have played

Paris, France - Alexander Zverev
said he 'should not have played'
after his French Open last-16 loss
on Sunday to ltalian teenager
Jannik Sinner and complained of
feeling 'completely sick'.

The sixth seed summoned the
doctor to ask for a cold spray
during the first set of a 3-6, 3-6,
6-4,3-6 loss and later claimed he
had a fever.

Zverev, 23, was up to date
with his tournament-mandated
COVID-19 tests, the French
tennis federation (FFT) said in a
statement. His last one was on
September 29.

However, the FFT added
that the German 'did not
consult the tournament doctors

I am completely sick after the
match with Cecchinato in the
night. I can’treally breathe, as

you can hear by my voice

ALEXANDER ZVEREV

before his match'.

The US Open runner-up
raised questions over whether he
should have been allowed to play
when he told reporters he had a
temperature of 38°C (100.4
Fahrenheit)  following  his
win over Marco Cecchinato on
Friday.

"l am completely sick after the
match with Cecchinato in the

9

night. | can't really breathe, as
you can hear by my voice,"
Zverev said after his Roland
Garros exit.

"| had fever, you know, as well.
Yeah, I'm not in the best physical
state," said Zverev, who made
47 unforced errors and just 20
winners.

"To be honest, | warmed up
today. | shouldn't have played.

But | was hoping maybe for a
three-set win or something like
that."

Zverev was criticised in the
summer after he was spotted
partying despite vowing to
self-isolate following Novak
Djokovic's Adria Tour, during
which a number of players tested
positive for coronavirus.

The FFT said Zverev's
previous coronavirus test was
negative. The result was received
on September 30.

"Today (Sunday) he received
areminder for his next test, to be
carried out within five days of
the previous results,” the FFT
added.

AFP
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Germany's Alexander Zverev reacts during his match against Italy's Jannik Sinner in Paris on Sunday (AFp)
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MARKET WATCH

MSM30 3,592.69
BSE Sensex 38,973.70
FOREX RATES

(RO1 equals)

Indian Rs 190.08
Pakistani Rs 428.08
Bangladeshi Taka 220.29
Philippine Peso 125.77
Sri Lankan Rs 480.24

*Rates as on October 05
Source: xe.com

BRIEFS

Argentina President
hopes for IMF deal
‘as soon as possible’
Argentina President Alberto
Fernandez said he hoped to
reach an agreement with the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) to refinance a US$44bn
loan ‘as soon as possible'.

His announcement comes
ahead of the arrival on Tuesday
of an IMF mission to focus on
the country's debt
restructuring.

“l have had many
conversations in this time with
Kristalina Georgieva,”
Fernandez told the newspaper
Clarin, referring to the IMF
chief. “l have the impression
that she sees better than
anyone the difficulties that
exist in Argentina.”

Fernandez said an
agreement with the
Washington-based crisis
lender is ‘basically necessary to
give the economy
predictability’.

US hotels have lost
5mn jobs since Feb
The hotel industry of the US
has seen a loss of 5mn jobs
since February, as one of the
results of the COVID-19
pandemic which has claimed
nearly 210,000 lives in the
country, according to the latest
statistics.

The hotel room occupancy
rate in August in the US stood
at 48.6 per cent, down by 31.7
per cent over the same period
last year, and the rate went
further down to 48.5 per cent
during the second week of
September, said STR, a private
entity that provides data
benchmarking, analytics and
marketplace insights for global
hospitality sectors.

Meanwhile, according to
Associated Luxury Hotels
International (ALHI), only 38
per cent of people in the US
plan to be on vacation within
2020, in comparison with 70
per cent in a regular year.

Around three-fourths of the
American hotels are prepared
to lay off more staff members
during the pandemic, if no
further relief is issued by the
government in time, said ALHI.

OECD area annual
inflation stable at
1.2% in August
Consumer prices in the
Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development
(OECD) area remained stable
with 1.2 per cent in August, the
organisation said on Monday.

Energy prices continued to
fall in the month by 7.1 per
cent, but at a slower pace than
in July (8.4 per cent), while
food price inflation picked up
slightly to 3.9 per cent,
compared with 3.8 per cent in
July, it said.

On the other hand, OECD
annual inflation excluding food
and energy decreased slightly,
to 1.6 per cent in August,
compared with 1.7 per cent in
July.

Inflation in the Euro area fell
sharply to [minus] 0.2 per cent,
from 0.4 per cent in July.

FONTERRA SELLS CHINA FARMS

New Zealand's Fonterra said on Monday it has

agreed to sell its farms in China for a total of
US$368mn as the dairy producer continues to

focus on the domestic market and reduce debt

BUSINESS
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Oman awards oil Block 70

to Swedish

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Oman has awarded the explo-
ration and development rights
for the concession Block 70 to
the Swedish oil exploration
and production company Maha
Energy.

The Ministry of Energy and
Minerals on Monday signed a
new exploration and production
sharing agreement (EPSA) with
Swedish Maha Energy (Oman)
Limited, a wholly-owned sub-
sidiary of Maha Energy. The
agreement was signed in Muscat
by H E Mohammed Hamed al
Rumhi, Minister of Energy and
Minerals, and Talal Saif al Subhi,
representative of Maha Energy in
Oman, according to a statement
issued by the Ministry of Energy
and Minerals.

The commitment of the
Swedish company under the
agreement is obtaining geologi-
cal and geophysical studies, re-
process 3D seismic and drill
appraisal and pilot wells to eval-
uate and produce the heavy oil in
Mafraq field in Block 70.

‘The Ministry of Energy and
Minerals wishes that the com-
pany's efforts will be crowned
with success in discovering hy-
drocarbons which will increase
the reserves and the production
rates in the country,” the min-

istry's statement said.

The Block 70, which occupies
an overall area of 639 sq km, is
an onshore block in Oman that
includes the shallow undevel-
oped Mafraq heavy oil field. The
block is located in the middle of
the prolific and oil-producing
Ghaba Salt Basin in the central
part of the sultanate.

In a recently issued press
statement, Jonas Lindvall, presi-
dent and CEO of Maha Energy,
said, “To be allowed an opportu-
nity to explore and develop the
Mafraq oil field is an exceptional
opportunity to add value to
Maha Energy and the people of

Oman. The Mafraq oil field con-
tains significant amounts of oil
and previous and extensive
pump tests has proven the pro-
ductivity of the field.”

According to Maha Energy's
statement, the Mafragq oil
field was discovered by
Petroleum Development Oman
(PDO) in 1988 and was further
delineated by four wells and 3D
seismic in stages until 2010. Two
wells were placed on pump pro-
duction tests, of which one was
placed on an extended test in
order to prove long-term produc-
tivity.

Maha Energy said that the

energy firm

Mafraq field is estimated by third
parties to contain between
185mn-280mn barrels of origi-
nal oil in place. The productive
reservoir is shallow, at approxi-
mately 430m below the ground
level.

The company added that the
Block 70 is covered by both 2D
and 3D seismic data that has
been acquired by previous oper-
ators and has been made avail-
able to Maha Energy.

Maha Energy operates four oil
fields globally: Tartaruga and Tie
in Brazil, Powder River (LAK
Ranch) and lllinois basins in the
United States.

Oman’s oil output
declines 7.5%1in
first 8 months

Muscat - The sultanate's oil
production, including conden-
sates, stood at 233.57mn barrels
during the first eight months of
2020, according to the latest
data released by the National
Centre for Statistics and Infor-
mation (NCSI).

Of the total production, crude
oil production fell by 7.5 per cent
at 190.91mn barrels in the Janu-
ary-August period of 2020,
while condensates production
rose 45.2 per cent to touch
42.66mn barrels.

Oman recorded a daily aver-
age crude oil production of
957,300 barrels at the end of
August, against 970,500 barrels
over the same period of 2019,
the NCSI report added.

However, the average price of
Oman crude fell 26.3 per cent at
US$47.7 per barrel for the first
eight months of 2020 against
US$64.7 per barrel in the same
period of 2019.

In the full year 2019, Oman
had produced 354.3mn barrels
of oil and exported 310.3mn bar-
rels. Besides, the country’s daily
oil production last year stood at
970,900 barrels.

With regard to the gas sector,
Oman's natural gas production
and imports fell 1.3 per cent to
30,348mn cubic metres in
the first eight months of 2020
from 30,737mn cubic metres

for the same period of 2019. Of
this, non-associated gas and im-
ports rose by 1.3 per cent to
25,587mn cubic metres and as-
sociated gas production fell 13
per cent to 4,760mn cubic me-
tres, added the National Centre
for Statistics and Information
report.

The use of natural gas in in-
dustrial projects fell by 6 per cent
t018,095mn cubic metres at the
end of August 2020, against
19,25Tmn cubic metres for the
same period of 2019. As much as
7,158mn cubic metres of natural
gas was used in oil fields, against
6,229mn cubic metres units con-
sumed for the same period of
2019.

ONA

Sohar International to host
‘Viewpoints' on October 19

Muscat - The 3rd virtual session
and 8th edition of Viewpoints -
Sohar International chairman'’s
forum, will take place on
October 19 and will be streamed
live via the bank's YouTube
channel.

Carrying forward its legacy of
hosting the best of international
experts as speakers, the latest
edition will explore strategies for
family businesses to keep pace in
a fast-changing economic land-
scape.

Hosted by Mohammed Mah-
foudh al Ardhi, chairman of
Sohar International, the session's
guest speaker, Dr Reinhard
Christian Zinkann, will offer in-
sights on building a resilient
brand and leadership culture
based on his experience, as a
fourth-generation executive
director and  co-proprietor

at the 121-years old Miele
Group.

In addition to being locally rel-
evant, the topic will deep dive
into offering tangible solutions
on managing family businesses
successfully, from one genera-
tion to the other.

In a press release, Ardhi said,
"After two successful virtual ses-
sions, it gives me immense
pleasure to announce the third
virtual session and eighth edition
of Viewpoints. Staying true
to its purpose of serving as an
ideal platform to provide the
local population with valuable
inputs through engagement
with eminent international lead-
ers, Viewpoints continues to
share experiences, knowledge,
and ideas from a global perspec-
tive.”

“We hope to bring the

best of the global learning with
an aim to enable our listeners to
adopt these into their personal
and professional lives and there-
fore have a positive impact on
the society and the nation at
large,” he said.

“In the upcoming session,
we are proud to have with us
Dr Reinhard Christian
Zinkann, as the guest speaker for
this session, who brings with him
several years of experience and
expertise in managing and carry-
ing forward the legacy of a suc-
cessful family business. As
always, this insightful and
thought-provoking forum is in-
tended to be an interesting inter-
action, centred around The Miele
Case: How to Run A Family
Business Over Generations
and Grow the Brand,” Ardhi
added.

Bank Nizwa CEO named
‘Global Islamic Finance CEQ’

Muscat - The CEO of Bank
Nizwa, Khalid al Kayed has
been named as ‘Global Islamic
Finance CEO of the Year 2020’
at the 10th edition of the Global
Islamic Finance Awards (GIFA)
2020.

The award aimed at recognis-
ing Kayed's pivotal role in leading
Bank Nizwa to unprecedented
growth, and in helping promote
Sharia'a-compliant banking in
the sultanate.

Commenting upon receiving
the prestigious award, Khalid, in
a press release, said, “l am truly
delighted to receive this award
from one of the world's most re-
spected forums for Islamic bank-
ing. | am convinced that this is
the result of teamwork. | con-
sider this recognition from GIFA
2020 as a testament to the ded-
icated support from the board

Khalid al Kayed

members and the hard work of
my colleagues at Bank Nizwa.
The recognition is gratifying as it
comes at a time when, as a team,
we have delivered a landmark
performance for Bank Nizwa
during an especially challenging

period.”

In the prevailing economic
climate, Bank Nizwa recorded
37 per cent growth in net
profit - the highest in the banking
sector in the sultanate. The bank
also booked a 14 per cent in-
crease in total assets and grown
shareholders' equity by 9 per
cent.

Kayed's stewardship of the
executive management team,
under the guidance of the board
of directors, has led Oman's first
Islamic bank to record retained
profits for the first time, amortis-
ing total accumulated losses
since inception, the press release
said.

A financial industry veteran
with over 25 years of experience,
Kayed has served as acting CEO
and chief financial officer at Bank
Nizwa.

Occidental Oman launches ‘Dot NXT' programme

Muscat - Occidental Oman re-
cently signed an agreement with
Emerging Global Technologies
Company (ETCO) to develop a
national educational and entre-
preneurial programme focusing
on frontier technologies. The
programme, named Dot NXT
(.nxt), will be developed and im-
plemented by ETCO and targets
higher education students, job
seekers, and graduates across
the country.

The agreement was signed by
Stephen Kelly, president and
general manager of Occidental
Oman and Eng Azzan bin Abdul-
lah al Mamari, acting CEO of
ETCO.

The .nxt programme is com-
prised of two main tracks, one of
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which is directed at students
studying in institutions of higher
education in technical specialisa-
tions. The track aims to provide
the students with additional
skills in frontier technologies
and entrepreneurship, through

short workshops and online edu-
cation.

The second track is directed
at fresh graduates, in order to
bridge the gap between their ac-
ademic knowledge. This will be
done through skill-building work-

shops and online technical
courses.

The programme culminates
with an intensive summer boot
camp where selected partici-
pants from both tracks receive
further training, coaching and

mentoring while competing as
groups with business ideas in
frontier technologies. The pro-
gramme also aims to attract and
sponsor innovative projects lo-
cally and internationally.

“We are proud to sponsor this

one-of-a-kind programme,
which aims to equip college stu-
dents, graduates, and job seekers
across the sultanate with cut-
ting-edge knowledge and skills in
frontier technologies. Occidental
Oman places innovation as a
fundamental pillar of our social
responsibility goals, and we be-
lieve that investing in youth de-
velopment is key to advancing
economic growth in the coun-
try,” Kelly said.

“The programme builds on
the company's existing commit-
ment to national capacity devel-
opment, as we continue to
support job seekers with intern-
ship programmes, on-the-job
training, and other specialised
programmes,” he added.
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MSM inches down, volumes up

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The benchmark index of the Muscat
Securities Market (MSM) fell 0.07 per
cent to close at 3,592.69 points on Mon-

day.

Trading activity improved from the
previous session as turnover jumped
123.39 per cent to RO1.09mn and vol-
umes rose 49.35 per cent to 5.24mn

shares.

While Industrial index rose 0.74 per
cent, Financial and Services indices fell
0.15 per cent and 0.07 per cent, respec-
tively. The MSM Shariah index closed up
by 0.44 per cent at 515.93 points.

Market breadth remained positive as
13 companies closed up, while nine com-
panies closed down. The rest 18 traded

stocks closed flat for the day.

Top gainers were SMN Power Holding

(4.7 per cent).

(5.63 per cent), Al Maha Ceramics (5.0
per cent), Al Madina Investment (4.17
per cent) and Al Anwar Ceramic Tiles

Top losers were Oman National Engi-

neering & Investment (-5.09 per cent), Al
Omaniya Financial Services (-4.0 per
cent), Oman Arab Bank (-2.38 per cent)

and National Aluminium Products (-2.25

per cent).
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Iran oil industry affected by ‘economic war’

Tehran, Iran - Although Iran’s oil
industry has been under sanc-
tions since the victory of the Is-
lamic Revolution in 1979, the
current US pressure on lran is
not mere sanctions. It can be
rather regarded as a full-scale
‘economic war’ which aims to
fully stop the country’s oil ex-
ports and access to petrodollars.

Despite the long record of oil
sanctions on lran, pressure on
the country’s oil exports has
never been so much tough and
systematic.

President Hassan Rouhani re-

cently said that what happened
over the past three years was an
‘economic war’.

He made the remarks in reac-
tion to some of his critics who
argue that sanctions are not
something new and Iran has al-
ways been under pressure since
the triumph of the Islamic Revo-
[ution. In the past, Iran used to be
under sanctions, not an ‘eco-
nomic war’, Rouhani said, adding
that at those times Iran was able
to export at least Imn bpd of ail.

Since he came to power in
2013, Rouhani always sought a

compromise solution so that
‘both the centrifuges and the
wheel of everyday life of the peo-
ple to turn around’ in an effort to
reduce the pressure of sanctions
which were imposed on Iran due
to the US hostility under the
guise of the so-called concerns
over Iran civilian nuclear pro-
gramme.

The nuclear deal and the lift-
ing of sanctions helped Iran to re-
gain its oil market soon and
customers of the county began
buying oil from Iran so that the
country’s oil revenues rose to

US$55.7bn over the first year fol-
lowing signature of the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action.

Iranian Vice-President Eshaqg
Jahangiri has said that Iran which
used to have some US$100bn of
oil revenues annually, exported
only US$8bn worth of oil last
year due to the US sanctions.

The Iranian government is en-
deavouring to cut reliance on oil
revenues and modified the
budget bill so that a 42 per cent
share of oil revenues was re-
duced to less than 10 per cent.
IRNA

Suez warns 'hostile’

Veolia bid could cost
up to 10,000 jobs

Unions members of Suez demonstrate against Veolia's takeover bid in La Defense, west of Paris, outside French

energy firm Engie, parent company of Suez on September 29 (AFpP)

Paris, France - French water,
waste and energy giant Suez has
reaffirmed its opposition to a
‘hostile’ bid for a stake in the
company by corporate rival Ve-
olia, warning the deal threatened
up to 10,000 jobs around the
world.

Veolia is attempting to buy a
crucial 29.9 per cent stake in the
firm held by power company
Engie, which is backing the move.

But Suez has been trenchant
in its opposition to the bid and its
board made clear on Sunday that
it still considered its competitor
to be manoeuvring for a possible
hostile takeover.

Suez chief operating officer
Jean-Marc Boursier told journal-
ists his company had come up
with its estimates of job losses in
2012 when the two companies
had discussed plans for closer
collaboration. Up to 5,000 of the
forecast lost jobs would be in
France, he added.

In a brief letter to Veolia is-
sued on Sunday, the board of
Suez made clear that it was still
opposed to its purchase of the
Engie stake.

‘I must inform you, to our
regret, that the board of
Suez considers that the pro-
posal... remains hostile,’ Suez
chair Philippe Varin wrote to Ve-
olia director-general Antoine
Frerot.

The statement followed a
public pledge by Veolia earlier in
the day not to launch a hostile
bid.

‘Any public bid capital bid for
Suez will require a favourable re-
sponse from Suez's board,’ it said
in a statement.

Engie has likewise said it re-
quired the support of the Suez
board before it will put up its
29.9 per cent Suez stake.

Veolia announced its inten-
tion to bid for its longtime rival in
August. Last week, it upped its

bid for Engie's stake to €3.4bn,
with the new offer on the table
until Monday night.

In order to get a deal over
the line, Veolia had further ex-
pressed willingness to agree
to a Suez demand to asset dis-
posals of ‘around €5bn’ of inter-
national water service interests,
including those of Suez in
France.

If a deal does ultimately go
through, it could be the catalyst
for a full takeover of Suez, which
provides municipal water serv-
ices in many countries around
the world.

But there seemed little sign
that Suez would bend as it
sought to ‘conserve in France a
second player with global
reach’ in water and waste
services, Varin wrote in his re-
sponse to Veolia CEO Antoine
Frerot and released to the
media.

AFP
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Dubai Safari Park reopens after 2-year
refurbishment, aims to boost tourism

Dubai, UAE - Dubai's Safari Park
reopened its doors on Monday
after a two-year expansion, as
the emirate seeks to boost its
hard-hit tourism sector amid the
coronavirus pandemic.

The 119-hectare attraction,
which is built on the site of a for-
mer waste dump, first opened its
gates to the public in December
2017, but abruptly closed five
months later for ‘park improve-
ments'.

After the addition of a variety
of animals and plants and a shift
in management, the park is open
for business again.

Operations director Muna Al-
hajeri said the site - located in the
eastern desert region of Dubai,
one of the seven emirates that
make up the UAE - is home to
nearly 3,000 animals.

“This includes rare animals
that are present for the first
time in the United Arab Emi-
rates,” she told AFP, with species
including the African Elephant,

People arrive at the Dubai Safari Park in the UAE on Monday (AFP)

the Asian black bear - or ‘moon
bear’ - and the African bongo
antelope.

“The site was converted from
a solid waste dump to a tourist,
entertainment and cultural des-

tination,” Alhajeri said.

From the late 1970s until the
early 1990s, the area served as a
solid waste facility. Piles of rub-
bish once rose some 30m high,
according to official reports.

Alhajeri said that since the
construction of the park with
pools of water, wild birds
have also been attracted to the
site.

“The place was built in a way

to properly accomodate such
natural wildlife,” she said.

Dubai, which has the most di-
versified economy in oil-rich Gulf
region, has been badly hit by the
coronavirus slowdown.

Its GDP has contracted 3.5
per cent in the first quarter, fol-
lowing two years of modest
growth.

Tourism has long been a
mainstay of the emirate, which
welcomed more than 16mn visi-
tors last year.

Before the pandemic crippled
global travel, the aim was to
reach 20mn this year.

Dubai is now largely open for
business and tourism, but infec-
tion rates have been rising in re-
cent weeks.

Alhajeri said that visitors to
the park must wear masks, un-
dergo temperature checks and
follow socially distancing rules, in
line with precautions in place
across the UAE.

AFP
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Global stock markets rebound
on Trump health, stimulus hope

London, UK - Stock markets
bounced back on Monday on
reports suggesting US President
Donald Trump's health is im-
proving after the President
tested positive for the coron-
avirus, with traders also cheered
by signs that American lawmak-
ers were edging towards agree-
ment on a new stimulus package.

Global equities had sunk on
Friday after the White House
announced Trump's diagnosis,
which fanned fresh uncertainty
a month before the November 3
presidential  election,  with
some commentators question-
ing whether the vote would actu-
ally take place.

Britain's FTSE 100 index and
France's CAC 40 benchmark
were up 0.7 per cent each, while
Germany's DAX 30 index was
up by 0.6 per cent on Monday.
Euro Stoxx 50 gained 0.6 per
cent.

In  Asian markets, Hong
Kong's Hang Seng jumped 1.3 per
cent at the close, while Japan's
Nikkei index closed 1.2 per cent
higher on Monday. China's
Shangai stock exchange was
closed for a holiday.

Oil prices also began staging a
recovery after last week's heavy
losses, while the dollar traded
mixed.

After spending the weekend
in hospital - with conflicting re-
ports about the severity of his
condition - Trump's medical
team said he had ‘continued to
improve’ and could return home
as early as Monday.

“Stock markets in Europe are
showing respectable gains... on
the back of the optimism sur-
rounding the health of President
Trump,” said CMC Markets an-
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A pedestrian walks past an electronic quotation board displaying share prices of the Tokyo Stock Exchange in Tokyo, Japan on Monday (AFP)

alyst David Madden.

“At the end of last week, it
was announced that the US
leader tested positive for
COVID-19 and that hurt market
confidence. In a video, Trump
said he was receiving ‘great re-
ports from the doctors’, and that
has encouraged traders to buy
back into the market.

“Over the weekend, Trump
expressed his desire for Republi-
cans and Democrats to compro-
mise and make a deal with

respect to the proposed coron-
avirus relief package.”

Analysts said the episode
could help jolt congressional
leaders to up their efforts for a
second economic rescue pack-
age, with House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi saying, “This kind of
changes the dynamic.”

Trump urged lawmakers to
reach a deal, tweeting from hos-
pital, “Our great USA wants and
needs a stimulus. Work together
and get it done! Thank You!”

Pelosi and Treasury Secretary
Steven Mnuchin have held a se-
ries of talks aimed at matching
up their spending plans, with the
Democrats’ US$2.2tn proposal
around US$600bn more than
what Republicans are willing to
stump up.

Even Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell, who has often
been hostile to most Democrat
moves, offered a hopeful tone on
Friday, saying, “I think we're
closer to getting an outcome.”

The need for a fresh package
was highlighted on Friday by
data showing the US economy
created fewer jobs than ex-
pected in September as the re-
covery enjoyed through summer
stutters.

‘The dramatic turn of events
may be a catalyst for a stimulus
agreement - or it may not; we
wait for bills to be put to Con-
gress and votes to be taken,
wrote BTIG strategist Julian
Emanuel.

'With key economic data ex-
tending its run of disappoint-
ments versus expectations and
high-profile corporate layoffs,
additional aid would seem im-
perative.’

Observers said markets are
largely pricing in a Joe Biden vic-
tory over Trump next month and
a clean sweep for Democrats in
House and Senate polls, despite
expectations of higher taxes and
regulations.

AFP

US warns of
potential
harm from
Brexit bill

London, UK - US President Don-
ald Trump's special envoy for
Northern Ireland said that British
Brexit legislation could endanger
peace in the province and a UK-
US trade deal, but backed Lon-
don's efforts to resolve the issue.

Speaking in London after trips
to Dublin and Belfast, Mick Mul-
vaney said the United States had
invested ‘blood, sweat and tears’
in the Good Friday Agreement
and wanted no return of a hard
border on the island of Ireland.

Britain's new Internal Market
Bill strips the European Union of
the right to intercede to regulate
its trade with Northern Ireland
after Brexit takes full effect next
year, sparking a legal dispute and
warnings that the 1998 peace
pact could unravel.

“Maybe under certain circum-
stances it (the legislation) might
create a challenge to the Good
Friday Agreement, but we're not
there yet,” Mulvaney said at the
Policy Exchange, a UK thinktank.

He added the UK government
has publicly committed to en-
sure that no hard border returns.
For Washington, how London
and Brussels chart their future
relationship was ‘none of our
business'.

The US administration was in-
tent only on upholding the peace
agreement, he said, adding,
"Hopefully it will work out.”

Leading Democrats in Wash-
ington have warned that a US-
UK trade agreement currently
being negotiated by the Trump
administration will have no
chance of passing through Con-
gress if London violates its Good
Friday Agreement obligations.

Trump himself has been a
vocal backer of Brexit and wants
the UK to adopt closer trading
ties to Washington.

AFP

Eurozoneretail trade
volume up in August

Auf4Etagen

Istanbul, Turkey - The euro area
retail trade volume rose 4.4 per
cent in August on a monthly
basis due to some relaxation in
the COVID-19 measures, the
EU's statistical authority said on
Monday.

The retail trade volume also
improved by 3.8 per cent in the
EU in August versus July, Euro-
stat noted.

In July, the volume decreased
1.8 per cent in the eurozone and
1.2 per cent in the EU.

The eurozone/euro area or
EAT9 represents member states
that use the single currency -
euro - while the EU27 includes
all member countries of the
bloc.

The volume of retail trade was
up 6.1 per cent for non-food
products, 2.4 per cent for food-
drinks-tobacco, and 2.1 per cent
for automotive fuels.

In the EU side, the volume of

retail trade expanded 5.1 per cent
for non-food products, 2.2 per
cent for food-drinks-tobacco,
and 2.1 per cent for automotive
fuels.

Retail trade via mail order and
the Internet rose 12.4 per cent in
the eurozone and 10.5 per cent in
the EU in August versus July.

Demand for the online shop-
ping platforms increased signifi-
cantly during the pandemic
period, when people chose or
were forced to stay home.

“Among member states for
which data are available, the
highest increases in the total re-
tail trade volume were registered
in Belgium (9.6 per cent), France
(6.2 per cent) and Germany (3.1
per cent),” Eurostat said.

Romania and Slovenia (both
minus 1.6 per cent) and Portugal
(minus 1.4 per cent) posted
largest drops month-on-month
in August.

‘In August 2020, compared
with August 2019, the calendar
adjusted retail sales index in-
creased by 3.7 per cent in the
euro area and by 3.5 per cent in
the EU," Eurostat said.

On a yearly basis, the volume
of retail trade was up 5.9 per cent
for non-food products, 3.2 per
cent for food-drinks-tobacco,
and down 4.9 per cent for fuels
in the eurozone, while it rose 6
per cent for non-food products,
2.6 per cent for food-drinks-
tobacco, and dropped 4.8 per
cent for fuels in the EU.

Belgium (12.9 per cent), Ire-
land (9.8 per cent), and the
Netherlands (8.3 per cent)
posted largest annual rises while
Bulgaria, Malta, and Slovenia
saw the worst falls, minus 12.2
per cent, minus 7.5 per cent,
and minus 6.6 per cent, respec-
tively.

Anadolu Agency

Greece and Microsoft announce
€1bn worth cloud investment

Athens, Greece - Greece and Mi-
crosoft on Monday announced
an investment deal worthup toa
€1bn to build cloud storage infra-
structure in the country.

The announcement comes as
Greece's pro-business govern-
ment plans to gradually shift the
country's notoriously bureau-
cratic civil service online.

“We are bringing data centres
to Greece. We're going to create
a new region that will include
Greece as well as [neighbouring
countries],” Microsoft president
Brad Smith told the project
launch in Athens.

"This is a new opportunity for
every small business in Greece...
with cloud services, you pay for
what you use, and you pay only

Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis (left) and Microsoft president

Brad Smith talk as they attend a ceremony in Athens on Monday (AFpP)

when you use it,” said Smith,
adding companies would no
longer need to invest in buying

and maintaining servers.
The project foresees three
data centres in the greater

Athens area.

Microsoft currently has data
centres in Germany, France, the
Netherlands and Ireland, and is
building more in Poland, Italy and
Spain.

The Microsoft agreement also
envisages training programmes
for 100,000 Greeks.

Microsoft is also designing an
augmented reality website pro-
moting Ancient Olympia, birth-
place of the Olympic Games, to
be released in 2021.

Through a cellphone applica-
tion, visitors ‘will see in 3D the
monuments and life in ancient
Olympia exactly as it was 2.5
millennia ago’, said Greek Prime
Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis.
AFP

German bourse mulls adding 10 more firms

Frankfurt, Germany - German
stock  exchange  operator
Deutsche Boerse on Monday
proposed adding ten more
companies to the prestigious
DAX 30 index as part of an over-
haul spurred by the collapse of
fraud-hit payments provider
Wirecard.

Deutsche Boerse said it was
launching a market consultation
asking investors to weigh in on
suggested reforms, including ex-
panding the blue-chip DAX from
30 to 40 members.

Under the same proposal, the
mid-size MDAX would be re-
duced from 60 to 50 listings.

“It's no secret that | personally
would welcome the expansion of

the DAX 30 to a DAX 40," said
Deutsche Boerse CEO Theodor
Weimer in a statement.

The change could improve the
diversity of an index dominated
by heavyweights in the auto
and chemical sectors, observers
said.

Comdirect Bank analyst An-
dreas Lipkow said a larger DAX
‘could be especially interesting’
for tech firms that are currently
missing from the mix.

Growing the club would also
give Germany's benchmark
index a greater total market cap-
italisation, ‘increasing its impor-
tance to institutional investors’,
Lipkow told AFP.

The results of the consultation

will be announced on November
23.

Investors are also being asked
to give their opinion on tougher
entry requirements for future
DAX hopefuls.

Deutsche Boerse is proposing
that would-be members ‘must
prove their profitability’ and must
have ‘an audit committee on the
supervisory board'.

DAX-listed companies should
also be required to publish their
quarterly results at the agreed
times, risking a possible ‘fast exit’
from the index if they fail to com-
ply.

The proposals come as Ger-
many is still reeling from the
Wirecard drama that erupted

after the once-booming digital
payments company was forced
to admit in June that €1.9bn was
missing from its accounts.

Soon after, Wirecard became
the first DAX-listed company to
go bankrupt and several of its top
executives have been arrested
for fraud.

In the wake of the scandal,
Deutsche Boerse announced a
rule change allowing it to more
quickly eject insolvent compa-
nies like Wirecard from the
index.

The move came into effect in
August, with food delivery com-
pany Delivery Hero replacing
disgraced Wirecard.

AFP
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Fears grow for civilians in Karabakh

Goris, Armenia - Clashes be-
tween Armenian and Azerbaijani
forces were raging over the dis-
puted Nagorno-Karabakh region
on Monday as fears grew for
civilians after the two sides
shelled major cities.

Separatist forces in Karabakh
- an ethnic Armenian enclave
that broke away from Azerbaijan
in the 1990s - reported firefights
along the frontline with the re-
gional capital Stepanakert under
heavy artillery fire.

Azerbaijan’s Defence Ministry
said Armenian forces were
shelling three of its towns, after
hitting the country’'s second-
largest city Ganja on Sunday.

Increasing artillery fire on
urban areas has raised concerns
of mass civilian casualties if the
fierce fighting, which has already
killed more than 240 people,
continues to escalate.

The clashes broke out on Sep-
tember 27, re-igniting a decades-
old conflict between the
ex-Soviet  neighbours over
Karabakh and threatening to
draw in regional powers like Rus-
sia and Turkey.

Neither side has shown any
sign of backing down, ignoring
international calls for a ceasefire
and a return to long-stalled ne-
gotiations on the region.

Stepanakert, a city of some
50,000 in the heart of the moun-
tainous region, has been under
steady artillery fire since Friday,
with residents cramming in to
underground shelters and many

LI

A building burns after shelling during the ongoing fighting between Armenia and Azerbaijan over the breakaway Nagorno-Karabakh region, in the

disputed region’s main city of Stepanakert early on Sunday (Afp)

leaving.

The separatists' foreign min-
istry said on Monday that
shelling of Stepanakert had re-
sumed at 6.30am, with four
shells hitting the city.

It released video footage of re-
peated bursts of heavy shelling
and of debris from seriously
damaged blocks of flats, claiming
Azerbaijan had used cluster mu-
nitions.

Azerbaijan said Armenian
forces were shelling the towns of
Beylagan, Barda, and Terter.

The two sides have reported
244 deaths since the fighting
erupted, including 42 civilians,
but the real total is expected to
be much higher as both sides are
claiming to have inflicted heavy
military casualties.

The International Committee
of the Red Cross on Sunday con-
demned the reports of ‘indis-
criminate shelling and other
alleged unlawful attacks using
explosive weaponry in cities,
towns and other populated
areas'.

In cathedral

Civilians huddled on Sunday in
the basement of Stepanakert's
stone-walled Holy Mother of
God cathedral, AFP journalists
saw, seeking refuge as explo-
sions and air raid warnings
sounded.

Azerbaijan said on Sunday
that two civilians had been killed
in shelling on the southern town
of Beylagan, where a journalist
working with AFP saw residents
picking through the rubble of de-
stroyed homes.

Each side accused the other of
targeting civilian areas.

In a fiery address to the nation
on Sunday, Azerbaijani President
Aliyev set conditions for a halt to
the fighting that would be near
impossible for Armenia to ac-
cept. He said Armenian forces
‘must leave our territories, not in
words but in deeds’, provide a
timetable for a full withdrawal,
apologise to the Azerbaijani peo-
ple and recognise the territorial
integrity of Azerbaijan.

AFP

NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg (left) and Turkey's

Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu arrive for a press conference at

the Foreign Ministry building in Ankara, on Monday (AFP)

NATO chief says expects
Turkey to calm conflict

Ankara, Turkey - The head of
NATO said on Monday he ex-
pected Turkey - a key ally of
Azerbaijan - to use its ‘consid-
erable’ influence to calm the
conflict inthe Armenian sepa-
ratist region of Nagorno-
Karabakh.

Secretary General Jens
Stoltenberg's comments after
talks with Turkish Foreign
Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu
came as fighting between
Azerbaijani and Armenian
separatist forces entered its
second week with nearly 250
people killed.

“We are deeply concerned
by the escalation of hostilities.
All sides should immediately
cease fighting and find a way
forward towards a peaceful
resolution,” Stoltenberg said

at a joint press appearance
with Cavusoglu.

“And | expect Turkey to use
its considerable influence to
calm tensions.”

Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan has urged fel-
low Muslim Azerbaijan to
press on with its campaign
until it reclaims lands it lost in
an early 1990s war that
claimed 30,000 lives as the
Soviet Union fell apart.

Cavusoglu said NATO
should approach the escala-
tion ‘in a balanced fashion'.

“Everyone, particularly
NATO, should call on Armenia
to withdraw in order for there
to be a solution to this prob-
lem within the frame of inter-
national law,” Cavusoglu said.
AFP

Egyptian reporter arrested
after protest coverage

Cairo, Egypt - Egyptian police ar-
rested a journalist who had been
covering a crackdown in the af-
termath of small-scale protests
near the southern city of Luxor,
her employer and lawyer said.

Basma Mostafa was brought
before prosecutors on Sunday
after she had gone missing the
day before while reporting on un-
rest in the village of Al-Awamya.

She had been arrested while
reporting on the alleged killing of
a man by police during the
demonstrations, according to her
employer, the Al-Manassa news
website.

‘The prosecution ordered that
she remains in jail for 15 days
pending an investigation over
charges of joining a terrorist
group and spreading false news,’
her lawyer Hala Doma wrote on
Facebook late on Sunday.

Dozens of Egyptians took to
the streets in several villages
across the Egypt in September,
according to videos shared
widely on social media, espe-

Basma Mostafa, a journalist for
Al-Manassa news website

cially by sympathisers of the out-
lawed Muslim Brotherhood
movement.

The demonstrations coin-
cided with mounting anger, par-
ticularly in rural and low-income
areas, over sweeping govern-
ment campaigns against illegal
construction, which have forced
people to pay fines to legalise
home ownership.

They came after exiled busi-
nessman Mohamed Ali, who has
emerged as a vocal critic of Pres-
ident Abdel Fattah al Sisi since

last year, called for protests
against the government.

On Friday, London-based
rights group Amnesty Interna-
tional said Egypt had arrested
hundreds of people, and that se-
curity forces had killed at least
two during the demonstrations.

Sisi on Sunday warned against
attempts to stoke instability in
the country, and said the govern-
ment was carrying out the cam-
paign against illegal construction
as part of reforms.

Egypt has increasingly tar-
geted journalists in an ongoing
crackdown on dissent since the
2013 military ouster of Islamist
president Mohamed Morsi.

The clampdown has swept up
thousands of Islamist supporters
of the late Morsi as well as secu-
lar activists, lawyers and aca-
demics.

Egypt ranks 166th out of 180
countries in media watchdog Re-
porters Without Borders' 2020
world press freedom index.

AFP

8 killed in attack on

Jalalabad, Afghanistan - A sui-
cide attack targeting an Afghan
provincial governor killed at least
eight people on Monday;, officials
said, as the President travelled to
Qatar where peace talks with the
Taliban have stalled.

Twenty eight people were
wounded when the attacker
rammed his explosives-filled ve-
hicle into the convoy of Rahmat-
ullah Yarmal, the governor of
eastern Laghman province.

“The governor was driving to
his office when his car was hit.
Four of his bodyguards and four

civilians  were killed, 28
wounded,” the  governor's
spokesman Assadullah

Daulatzai told AFP, adding that
the governor was unhurt.

Interior Ministry spokesman
Tareq Arian confirmed the attack
and said most of the wounded
were civilians.

It comes as President Ashraf
Ghani on Monday left for Doha
to meet with Qatari officials,
three weeks after the launch of
landmark peace talks between
the Afghan government and the

Security personnel inspect the site of a car bomb attack that targeted a

government building in Ghani Khel district of Nangarhar province (aFp)

Taliban.

Ghani will first stop in Kuwait
to offer condolences over the
death of emir Sheikh Sabah al

Ahmad al Sabah, his spokesman
Sedig Sediqqi said.

Talks between the Taliban
and the Afghan government ne-

Afghan governor

gotiators, aimed at ending
Afghanistan’s 19 year conflict,
have stalled over disagreements
on how to frame a code of con-
duct that will guide the broader
talks.

The Taliban, who are Sunni
hardliners, are insisting on adher-
ence to the Hanafi school of
Sunni Islamic jurisprudence, but
the government negotiators say
this could be used to discrimi-
nate against Hazaras, who are
predominantly Shiite, and other
minorities in the country.

Another contentious topic is
how the US-Taliban deal will
shape a future peace deal and
how it will be referred to.

No one has so far claimed re-
sponsibility for the Laghman at-
tack, but the Taliban are active in
the region.

On Saturday, a suicide
bomber detonated a vehicle full
of explosives at the entrance an
administrative building in east-
ern Nangarhar province, killing
15 people, mostly civilians, offi-
cials said.

AFP

Wildfires raze dozens of homes in New Zealand

Wellington, New Zealand -
Wildfires have destroyed up to
50 homes in New Zealand, au-
thorities announced on Monday,
saying it was a miracle no one
was hurt as ‘a wall of orange’
razed most of a remote South Is-
land village.

The blaze began in a moun-
tain forest early on Sunday
morning and, fanned by strong
winds, swept through the village
of Lake Ohau, forcing residents
to flee for their lives.

Fire and Emergency New
Zealand (FENZ) said the unpre-
dictable winds made fighting the
fire ‘challenging’ and by Monday
afternoon it had burned 4,600
hectares of land.

Waitaki District mayor Gary
Kircher said the tiny Lake Ohau
community had been devas-
tated.

"Of the 60 or 70 houses, we

This handout photo shows damage caused by the South Island wildfires in Lake Ohau on Monday (AFP)

believe that the majority have
gone,” he told Radio New
Zealand. "The reality is that it's a
minor miracle no one has been
harmed. If it had been another
15-20 minutes it would have
been a very different story.”

Kircher described how resi-
dents awoke to find an inferno
bearing down on them. “I talked
to a gentleman who got up to his
dog (barking) in the early hours,
opened his door and there was
this wall of orange,” he said.

"He was the one that set off
the town fire alarm and helped to
wake people... there's certainly
some scary tales about how
close it came to being an ab-
solute disaster with fatalities.”

Wildfires are relatively com-

mon on the South Island at this
time of the year but the scale and
intensity of the Ohau fire have
been unusual.

Village resident Hugh Spiers,
who lost his home, said the fero-
cious blaze was ‘surreal’ and
more akin to the huge bushfires
that regularly erupt in Australia
than a regular New Zealand
blaze. “The wind was so strong
and the flames and the smoke
and the sparks and the embers, it
was just like what you see in the
bush fires in Australia,” he said.

By Monday afternoon the fire
front had moved far enough from
the village to allow evacuated
residents a brief trip back to as-
sess the damage.

Civil Defence Minister Peeni
Henare, who accompanied them,
described seeing burned out cars
and gutted homes.

AFP

Turkey pledges ‘full
solidarity' with Libya

Istanbul, Turkey - President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan on Sun-
day expressed ‘full solidarity’
with Libya's UN-recognised Gov-
ernment of National Accord
(GNA) during a meeting in Istan-
bul, his office said.

Erdogan met with the head of
the Tripoli-based government,
Fayez al Sarraj, who last month
announced plans to step down
within six weeks as part of efforts
to broker a peace agreement.

Turkey backs the GNA, pro-
viding military support following
an April 2019 offensive on Tripoli
by rival strongman Khalifa Haf-
tar, and helped turn the tide in
the conflict earlier this year.

The GNA earlier this year re-
pelled a deadly offensive on
Tripoli by Haftar.

Haftar has enjoyed support

from Egypt, Saudi Arabia, the
UAE and Russia.

The North African country de-
scended into chaos after a West-
ern-backed uprising toppled
dictator Moammar Gadhafi.

"President Erdogan stated that
Turkey would continue to stand
by Libya in full solidarity and
strengthen relations with the
Goverment of National Accord,
the only legitimate representative
of Libya,” the presidency said.

The last meeting in Istanbul
came less than a month ago
when Sarraj visited Istanbul on
September 6. The Tripoli-based
government and a parliament in
the eastern city of Tobruk linked
to Haftar agreed in August on a
ceasefire and elections by
March.

AFP



Washington, US - US President
Donald Trump sparked an angry
backlash from the medical com-
munity on Sunday with a proto-
col-breaking visit to his
supporters outside the hospital
where he is being treated for the
highly-infectious,  potentially
deadly new coronavirus.

He was masked as he waved
from inside his bulletproof ve-
hicle during the short trip out-
side Walter Reed National
Military Medical Center near
Washington, which appeared
designed to take back the nar-
rative on his improving health
after a weekend of muddled
messaging from his doctors.

The last-minute limousine
outing came with Trump's doc-
tors satisfied enough about his
progress to suggest the possibil-
ity of his being discharged on
Monday.

But experts complained that
the outing broke his own gov-
ernment’s public health guide-
lines requiring patients to
isolate while they are in treat-
ment and still shedding virus -
and endangered his Secret
Service protection.

Trump, who has been repeat-
edly rebuked for flouting public
health guidelines and spreading
misinformation on the pan-
demic, said in a video that
dropped on Twitter just before
the appearance that he had

Backlash
hospital t

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 06, 2020

COVID-19 PANDEMIC

as Trump leaves

US President Trump waves from his car moving in a motorcade outside of Walter Reed medical centre in Bethesda, Maryland on Monday (AFp)

‘learned a lot about COVID' by
‘really going to school’ as he has
battled the virus.

But health experts took to the
airwaves and social media to
criticize the ‘stunt’, which they
said demonstrated that he had
learned nothing at all.

“Every single person in the
vehicle during that completely

unnecessary Presidential ‘drive-
by’ just now has to be quaran-
tined for 14 days,” said James
Phillips, chief of disaster medi-
cine at George Washington Uni-
versity. “They might get sick.
They may die. For political the-
ater. Commanded by Trump to
put their lives at risk for theater.
This is insanity.”

White House spokesman
Judd Deere said 'appropriate’
precautions had been taken to
protect Trump and his support
staff, including protective gear.
“The movement was cleared by
the medical team as safe to do.”

But Zeke Emanuel, chair of
the Department of Medical
Ethics and Health Policy at the

University of Pennsylvania and
regular TV pundit, described the
appearance as 'shameful’.
‘Making his Secret Service
agents drive with a COVID-19
patient, with windows up no
less, put them needlessly at risk
for infection. And for what? A
PR stunt’, he tweeted.
AFP

MUSCAT DAILY

Britain passes 500,000
coronavirus cases

London, UK - The United
Kingdom passed 500,000
confirmed coronavirus in-
fections on Sunday, official
figures showed, in the latest
grim milestone for the Euro-
pean country worst-hit by
the pandemic.

Health authorities
blamed a technical glitch for

a sudden spike in cases an-
nounced in evening figures
that had kept several thou-
sand cases from the last
week of September off the
official tally. Sunday's num-
bers showed 22,961 cases
for the day, a rise of more
than 10,000 on Saturday's
figures.

New York for shutdown
in 9 neighbourhoods

New York, US - New York
City Mayor Bill de Blasio said
on Sunday that he planned
to reimpose restrictions on
nine neighbourhoods as
COVID-19 cases rise in parts
of the city.

The proposal, which
must be approved by state
Governor Andrew Cuomo,
marks a major setback for

America's largest city since
it was hit hard in March by
the coronavirus. The city has
lost almost 24,000 people
to the virus. “Today, unfor-
tunately, is not a day for cel-
ebration,” de Blasio said,
announcing he would ask to
close non-essential busi-
nesses and all schools in
nine neighbourhoods.

103 year old woman
said to survive virus

Mexico City, Mexico - A103
year old Mexican woman
suffering from a chronic pul-
monary disease has sur-
vived a bout of COVID-19,
the Mexican Social Security
Institute announced.

The institute (IMSS),
which is part of the Mexican
healthcare system, said the
woman, identified only as

Dona Maria, had been hos-
pitalized for 11 days.

She had tested positive
for the virus but, despite her
pulmonary problems, did not
have other aggravating fac-
tors such as diabetes, obe-
sity or high blood pressure.
‘That's what contributed to
her treatment,’ the IMSS
said in a statement.

We beat the virus again,
says New Zealand PM

Wellington, New Zealand -
Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern
declared on Monday New
Zealand 'beat the virus again’
and announced restrictions in
the country’s largest city would
be eased, after a second
COVID-19 wave was contained.

The virus was believed to
have been eradicated in late
May after a strict national lock-
down led to New Zealanders
enjoying 102 days without com-
munity transmission.

But a new cluster emerged in
Auckland in August, forcing the
city of 1.5mn into lockdown for
almost three weeks.

With no new confirmed
cases in Auckland for 12 days,
Ardern said on Monday the
virus was now under control
and congratulated residents for
enduring the second lockdown.

“It felt longer and dragged
on in what was already starting
to feel like a very long year,”

New Zealand Prime Minister
Jacinda Ardern (AFP)

she said. “But despite this,
Aucklanders and New Zealan-
ders stuck to the plan that has
worked twice now, and beat
the virus again.”

Ardern said from late
Wednesday Auckland would
join the rest of New Zealand on
level one, the lowest rating on
the government's four-tier virus
alert system.

Under the change, there are
no restrictions on social gather-
ings, allowing the second

Bledisloe Cup Test in Auckland
on October 18 to be played in
front of a full stadium at Eden
Park.

"This is positive news that
(Auckland fans) will be able to
enjoy Test match rugby,” New
Zealand Rugby said in a state-
ment.

New Zealand has recorded
just 25 COVID-19 deaths in a
population of five million, with
40 active cases in the country
on Monday.

But Ardern, who faces a gen-
eral election on October 17,
warned success could not be
taken for granted.

She pointed to a decline in
the use of the official COVID-19
tracing app and falling virus test
numbers.

“A resurgence of the virus is
not our only worry, resurgence
of complacency is right up there
too,” Ardern said.

AFP

Maduro says son to join vaccine trial

Caracas, Venezuela - Venezue-
lan President Nicolas Maduro
said on Sunday his son will join
trials of Sputnik V, the coron-
avirus vaccine which was met
with caution when Russia an-
nounced it was the world's first
to be approved.

Aninitial batch of the vaccine
arrived in Venezuela on Friday,
the government announced,
and 2,000 residents will partic-
ipate in the trials.

“In this clinical trial phase, my
son, Nicolas Ernesto Maduro
Guerra, told me of his decision
to be vaccinated with the Russ-
ian vaccine, to join the trial. |
think it is very good,” the social-
ist leader said in a speech on
state television network VTV.

Maduro's sister is also a vol-
unteer for the clinical trials.

Maduro Guerra (30) is also a
politician and a member of his
father's governing United So-
cialist Party of Venezuela
(PSUV).

Named ‘Sputnik V' after the

This 2013 file photo shows Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro with

his wife Cilia Flores and son Nicolas Maduro (AFp)

historic Soviet-era satellite, the
vaccine was met with scepti-
cism from the global medical
community.

Russia in August declared it-
self the first country to approve
a coronavirus vaccine, although
it is still undergoing large-scale
clinical trials after promising re-
sults. The drug is currently in

Phase 3, the human testing
state, and according to
Moscow, more than 40,000
volunteers have been inocu-
lated during the process.
“"When the entire scientific,
clinical and testing phase is
closed, voluntary vaccination
will come... As soon as we start
mass vaccination, | am going to

be the first one to get it
Maduro said.

Russia has been one of
Maduro’s main backers in the
face of international pressure
led by Washington, which seeks
to displace him from power be-
cause it considers his reelection
to have been fraudulent.

The US, as well as some 50
other countries, recognize
Maduro's opponent, National
Assembly speaker Juan Guaido,
as Venezuela's interim presi-
dent. Guaido slammed the de-
cision to participate in the
Russian trials, saying, “They use
our people as guinea pigs.”

According to official figures,
as of Saturday, Venezuela has
registered 77,646 cases of
COVID-19 out of the entire 30
million population, and 649
deaths. These numbers are dis-
puted by the country’s opposi-

tion and international
organisations such as Human
Rights Watch.

AFP
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Cineworld temporarily shuts cinemas on virus impact

London, UK - British cinema
chain Cineworld announced on
Monday that is temporarily
shutting cinemas in Britain and
the United States, as coron-
avirus pandemic delays major
new films like the latest James
Bond spy blockbuster.

The company said in a state-
ment that it will suspend its 127
Cineworld and Picturehouse
theatres in Britain from Thurs-
day, and 536 Regal theatres in
the US. The news confirmed
weekend media speculation
over the temporary closures at
the group, which employs
around 45,000 staff in its two
main markets.

‘In response to an increas-
ingly challenging theatrical land-

scape and sustained key market
closures due to the COVID-19
pandemic, Cineworld confirms
that it will be temporarily sus-
pending operations [in the two
countries],’ it said.

‘As  major US markets,
mainly New York, remained
closed and without guidance on
reopening timing, studios have
been reluctant to release their
pipeline of new films.’

‘In turn, without these new
releases, Cineworld cannot pro-
vide customers in both the US
and the UK - the company's pri-
mary markets - with the
breadth of strong commercial
films necessary for them to
consider coming back to the-
atres against the backdrop of

Two people take shelter from the rain under an umbrella outside a Cineworld cinema in Leicester Square in

central London on Sunday (AFP)

COVID-19!

The announcement comes
just days after the makers of the
new James Bond movie - which
has already had its release date
pushed back once due to the
pandemic - said it would not
now be released until April
2021.

‘No Time to Die’, the 25th in-
stalment of the fictional British
spy saga, sees Bond drawn out
of retirement in Jamaica and is
expected to be actor Daniel
Craig's last outing as 007.

‘This is not a decision we
made lightly," Cineworld CEO
Mooky Greidinger added re-
garding the closures in Mon-
day's statement.

‘We did everything in our

power to support safe and sus-
tainable reopenings in all of our
markets - including meeting,
and often exceeding, local
health and safety guidelines in
our theatres and working con-
structively with regulators and
industry bodies to restore public
confidence in our industry.’
‘Cineworld will continue to
monitor the situation closely
and will communicate any fu-
ture plans to resume operations
in these markets at the appro-
priate time, when key markets
have more concrete guidance
on their reopening status and, in
turn, studios are able to bring
their pipeline of major releases
back to the big screen.’
AFP
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Paris, France - With the 2020
Nobel prizes this week comes a
recurrent question: Has the
world's  most  prestigious
awards for physics, chemistry
and medicine - first conferred in
1901 - lost touch with the way
modern science is conducted?

A century ago, landmark dis-
coveries took place mostly in
the mind or laboratory of a sin-
gle individual.

More recently, big break-
throughs in the hard sciences
are generally collaborations in-
volving dozens, sometimes hun-
dreds of researchers working in
separate but interlocking fields.

Two teams totalling 1,500
scientists, for example, were be-
hind the landmark detection
earlier this year of a so-called in-
termediate mass black hole.

Major advances in science
have also become hugely reliant
on technology, which is some-
times used - especially in
physics - to detect phenomena
theorised to exist before today's
scientists were even born.

“The Nobel Committee's re-
fusal to make an award to more
than three people had led to
manifest injustices,” Martin
Rees, Britain's Astronomer
Royal since 1995 and former
president of the Royal Society,
told AFP.

Indeed, the recent history of
the Nobels is littered with what
some have called ‘deserving
losers’, a fourth man or woman
who would have likely shared in
the prize without that limitation.

Rees cited the late Tom Kib-
ble for his work on the elusive
sub-atomic particle that came
to be known as the Higgs boson.

Others lament the failure to
recognise American virologist
Robert Gallo for his contribution
to the discovery of HIV, Ros-
alind Franklin for her pioneering
work on DNA, and Italian physi-
cist Adalberto Giazotto for his
role in detecting gravitational
waves.

Giazotto died a month after

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 06, 2020

Has Nobel team lost touch with the

way modern science is conducted?

This file photo shows a worker riding a bicycle in the tunnel of the European Organisation for Nuclear Research (CERN) Large Hadron Collider (LHC), during maintenance work, in Meyrin, near Geneva in July 2013

the prize for that discovery was
handed out in 2017.

Three’s the limit

“It has also given a misleading
impression of how 'big science’
actually advances,” added Rees,
who notes the prize has ex-
cluded 'large tracts of science’,
including mathematics and the
environmental sciences.

Even the most ardent de-
fenders of Nobel Prize and its
arguably archaic rules acknowl-
edge that science has shifted
dramatically since the era of
Einstein, Monsieur and
Madame Curie, and Karl Land-
steiner, the Austrian biologist
who figured out in the 1920s
that we have blood types.

“There has been an enor-

The Nobel Committee’s refusal to
make an award to more than three
people led to manifest injustices. It
has given a misleading impression
of how ‘big science’ advances

MARTIN REES

mous change since the early
1900s,” Erling Norrby, a
Swedish virologist and long-
time pillar of the Nobel estab-
lishment, told AFP by phone.

“It is true that in modern sci-
ence you often have very large
groups of people interacting,”
added Norrby, who helped con-
fer Nobels in medicine for 25
years, and has cast votes for the
prizes in physics and chemistry
since the early 1980s.

“But the question is whether
we can identify the one or two
leaders. | think we can see who
has taken the initiative.”

To some extent, faculty from
the Karolinska Institute, which
grants the Nobel for medicine,
and the Royal Swedish Acad-
emy of Science, which does the
same for physics and chemistry,
have shifted with the times.

From 1920 to 1930, 23 of 30
awards were given to an indi-

vidual scientist, and in the
decade after World War Il solo
winners numbered 19.

In the first twenty years of
this century, that has only hap-
pened on four occasions, with
three-way awards given out 41
times.

In medicine, the number of
possible recipients was ex-
panded to three in 1934 (for the
discovery of the B12 vitamin),
with the first three-way prizes
for chemistry and physics in
1946 and 1956, respectively.

‘Dilute the impact’

But the rules have evolved no
further, which means the No-
bels cannot directly recom-
pense the large, international
experiments that have become

the backbone of so much mod-
ern science.

Norrby conceded that Eu-
rope’'s CERN - which runs the
world's largest particle physics
laboratory and conducted the
experiments to detect the Higgs
boson - would probably have
shared in that Nobel if the rules
had allowed, as they do for the
Peace Prize.

More recent science awards
have done a better job in high-
lighting these large collabora-
tions, said Rees.

"The Breakthrough and Gru-
ber prizes - which honoured the
discovery of gravitational waves
before the Nobel Committee
did - took a fairer approach in
highlighting the leaders but ex-
plicitly recognising the whole

team, [including monetarily],”
he noted.

“Their approach also gave a
better impression of how this
project actually achieved it
amazing success.”

Stavros Katsanevas, director
of the European Gravitational
Observatory, whose Virgo grav-
itational wave antenna played a
key role in the science behind
the 2017 physics prize, is of two
minds about the Nobels.

“It is difficult to identify key
contributors in such global net-
works, this is true,” he told AFP.

"But I'm afraid that if you just
give the prize to an experiment
and the person leading it at the
moment, you will dilute the im-
pact,” he said.

AFP

Stockholm, Sweden - Amer-
icans Harvey Alter and
Charles Rice together with
Briton Michael Houghton
won the Nobel Medicine
Prize on Monday for the dis-
covery of the Hepatitis C
virus, the Nobel jury said.
The three were honoured
for their ‘decisive contribu-
tion to the fight against
blood-borne hepatitis, a
major global health problem
that causes cirrhosis and
liver cancer in people around
the world', the jury said.
The World Health Organ-
ization estimates there to be
around 70mn Hepatitis C in-
fections globally, causing
around 400,000 deaths
each year. Thanks to their
discovery, highly sensitive
blood tests for the virus are

Thomas Perlmann (right), the Secretary of the Nobel Committee,

announces the winners of the 2020 Nobel Prize in Medicine (AFP)

Trio wins Medicine Prize
for Hepatitis C discovery

now available and these have
‘essentially eliminated post-
transfusion hepatitis in many
parts of the world, greatly
improving global health’, the
Nobel committee said.

Their discovery also al-
lowed the rapid develop-
ment of antiviral drugs
directed at Hepatitis C.

"“For the first time in his-
tory, the disease can now be
cured, raising hopes of erad-
icating Hepatitis C virus
from the world population,”
the jury said.

Prior to the trio's work,
the discovery of the Hepati-
tis A and B viruses had seen
critical steps forward, but
the majority of blood-borne
hepatitis cases remained un-
explained.

AFP

Sir Alfred Nobel: The creator of
dynamite and high-minded prizes

Stockholm, Sweden - Swedish
inventor and scholar Alfred
Nobel, who made a vast fortune
from his invention of dynamite in
1866, ordered the creation of the
famous Nobel prizes in his will.

His 1895 testament stipu-
lated that his fortune was to be
placed in a fund destined to ho-
nour ‘those who, during the pre-
ceding year, shall have
conferred the greatest benefit
on mankind'.

He died a year later in San
Remo, ltaly.

Nobel had decreed that the
bulk of his estate should be in-
vested in ‘safe securities' and, as
a result, about 3Tmn Swedish
kronor, equivalent today to
about US$265mn, were used to
create the Nobel Foundation.

The will specified that equal
prizes should be given for the
‘most important discovery' in
physics, chemistry and medi-
cine, as well as the ‘most out-
standing work in an ideal
direction’ in the world of litera-
ture.

A fifth prize would be for
peace, 'to the person who shall
have done the most or the best
work for fraternity between na-

A bust of Alfred Nobel is photographed prior to the announcement of the winners of the 2020 Nobel Prize in

Physiology or Medicine, at the Karolinska Institute in Stockholm, Sweden, on Monday (AFP)

tions, for the abolition or reduc-
tion of standing armies and for
the holding and promotion of
peace congresses'.

Since 1901, the year the first
Nobel prizes were awarded, the
Nobel Foundation has funded
the awards.

This year's laureates will re-
ceive 10mn kronor (US$1.1mn

approx) per award, to be shared
if there are several winners in
one discipline.

The Nobel Prize for Econom-
ics, the only award not included
in Nobel's will, is funded by the
Swedish Central Bank, which
created the prize to mark its
300th anniversary in 1968. It
was first awarded in 1969.

Surprise and
resistance

When Nobel died childless and
the will was read, the contents
surprised many, including his
own family.

Two nephews tried to have it
nullified, and even King Oscar Il
of Sweden opposed Nobel's
wishes, saying they were not

'patriotic minded' and should
have been reserved for Swedes.

Nobel insisted in his will that
the peace prize be awarded by a
Norwegian committee, as Nor-
way was linked to Sweden in a
union at the time.

Adding to the confusion,
Nobel had not appointed an ex-
ecutor for the testament, nor
had he consulted the various in-
stitutions he had assigned to
award the prizes to ensure that
they were willing to undertake
the task.

After more than three years
of haggling, the Nobel Founda-
tion was created to manage the
capital in the inventor's estate,
and four institutions agreed to
award the prizes as Nobel had
wished.

In Stockholm, the Nobel As-
sembly at the Karolinska Insti-
tute awards the Medicine Prize,
the Swedish Academy handles
Literature, and the Royal Acad-
emy of Sciences is responsible
for Physics, Chemistry and Eco-
nomics.

The Norwegian Nobel Com-
mittee, meanwhile, awards the
Peace Prize.

AFP
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FALL FASHION

Fall 2020 comes with many new trends for the fashion conscious. De-
spite the bane of COVID-19, people who are into looking good and fash-
ionable always find ways of being in step with the times. From fancy
handbags to padded headbands, chunky boots to embellished face
masks, there are many trends in vogue. According to The Trend Setter,
here's what you'll see around town this year:

Chunky boots

As cooler climes approach, it's essential to
keep your feet warm and dry. This season, when
choosing a pair of shoes for the temperature,
you can't look past chunky boots. They're perfect
for a night out in the town or a walk through
the park.

Bucket bags

What's better than having a handbag that holds
all of your goods? A stylish one! These bucket
bags have never really gone out of style, but
they're coming in stronger. From a soft silhouette
by Louis Vuitton to a Barbie-esque design by
Chanel, this is a much needed accessory.

Large chain necklaces

[t's no different in 2020, as large chain necklaces
make their way to the forefront of the season.
From oversized and chunky designs to a delicate
yet statement piece, these accessories are an
easy way to tie an outfit together and keep the
glamour quotient alive.

Soft clutches

The soft clutch is the ultimate bag of the season.
Initially designed by Bottega Veneta, this is an
oversized and plush accessory that looks stun-
ning on any occasion. Easy to carry and with an
abundance of room inside, these gorgeous hand-
bags are a dream option for then style-conscious.

Wide belts

Wide belts create an instant hourglass shape
and complete your attire. This is a versatile
accessory that will be on everyone this season -
wear it with a dress, skirt, or pants; there are no
rules. It is an item that will never go out of style,
even beyond fall.

Padded headbands

Turn every bad hair day into a good one with one
of these trending padded headbands. It isn't any-
thing new, but Prada helped make them hot again
this year. These accessories look fantastic in the
centre of the head or even pushed back. The
common headbands are in velvet and wool.

Coloured framed sunglasses
Featuring vibrant frames, these sunglasses in-
stantly add drama to your existing outfit and jazz
up your ensemble. Choose from a design featur-
ing a bright outer and traditional inner, keep it
monochrome with the same shade throughout
the whole accessory.

Fancy face masks

Whether you view decorative masks as accept-
able or not, there seems to be a psychological
element at play. Designer face masks are now
commonplace but people have started embel-
lishing their masks with lace, motifs, beads and
crystals.

Sodium Free

Drinking
Water

........ beneficial to limit sodium intake
ﬁghﬂ'hlmd ssure,

heart or kidney disease.
" (all Toll-Free 800 71 222 or GSM 9275 5522
I OmanOasis & OmanDasisOfficial www.omanoasis.com
u_n.-.s:s WATER COMPANY LLE P.0.Box: B7, PC: 124, Ausayl, Sultanate of Oman,



BEAUTY [FEEATURES

20 | MUSCAT DAILY | TUESDAY, OCTOBER 06, 2020

/

f you always craved for a head full

of long, thick hair and did not know

where to start, it might be helpful

to come face to face with some

hair raising facts - how to develop
and maintain long, flowy tresses!

Very often, we pay more attention on
remedies than on care which should be a
natural routine. Regular care goes a long
way in avoiding the need for remedies and,
therefore, is the key to the solution you are
seeking. Consider these facts:

Diet impacts your hair

It should all begin with taking care of your-
self from the inside. Yes, the nutrients you
put into your body on a daily basis directly
impact the state of your hair. If you're aim-
ing for shiny, healthy hair, here are some
foods you'll want to add to your diet for im-
proved hair health - eggs for breakfast, a
great source of protein that aids hair
growth, orange juice or citrus fruits which
are excellent for boosting collagen, an es-
sential nutrient for healthy hair. Nuts, too,
are full of omega 3 fatty acids which are
great for developing thick hair.

Spinach is also god for boosting 4 |
iron which is very important for
nourishing  your  follicles.
Spinach also contains sebum
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which acts as a natural conditioner for your
hair. And if you love fish, salmon it is for
healthy hair.

Wash well
One might have washed one's hair count-
less times but here's the deal: there is a
proper way to wash your hair and, may be,
you're not doing it right. Lathering on the
shampoo and conditioner is not good
enough.

For getting your hair squeaky clean,

here are some tips:

Remember, hair certainly doesn't ap-
preciate a hot water, though you might like
it very much. Use lukewarm or cold water
when washing your hair. Just as applying
heat tools to your hair is damaging, hot
water, too, is bad. It can result in dehy-
drated hair and split ends.

When using conditioner, concentrate
the product to the ends of your hair. While
it might seem natural to apply the product
all over, your scalp really doesn't need that
much conditioner.

When you brush your hair just out of
the shower, avoid tugging and pulling.

[t's time to rectify that by simply comb-
ing through your hair while you're in the
shower. Start from your ends, and comb
gently, so as not to pull out any hair. Do so
when you still have conditioner in for the
easiest brushing.

Show your hair some love
Lastly, it's time to show your hair some
love beyond just your regular shampoo
and conditioner. If you really want your
hair to look its best, you have to give it the
attention it deserves.
Switch over to a silk pillowcase. It might
seem a bit over-the-top to sleep on silk, but
when you're tossing and turning through-
out the night, your hair will appreciate
the slippery nature of silk. With a cotton
pillowcase, your hair is much more prone
to abrasion and damage.
When adding hair products into your
routine, it's all about finding the right bal-
ance between too much and too little.
When you use too many products, your
hair will feel weighed down, and you'll
likely experience a buildup of product. On
the other hand, when you're just relying on
shampoo and conditioner, your hair will
likely crave a little extra attention. Occa-
sionally, use hair masks, heat protectants,
and leave in conditioners.

Home remedies for dry and damaged hair

The answers to dry and damaged hair does not always lie in a salon. Sometimes, home remedies work wonders when others fail.
Try these simple remedies with stuff from your kitchen:

Repair damage with an
avocado

Mash a ripe avocado with one egg, then
apply this home remedy to wet hair. Avo-
cados are rich in vitamins, essential fatty
acids, and minerals that will help restore
lustre to your hair. Leave on for about 15
minutes, then wash with warm water.

Massage in butter
Try this home remedy: treat dry, brittle
hair with a small amount of butter for a

glossy shine. Massage it into your dry hair,

then cover your hair with a shower cap for
about half an hour. After this, shampoo as
usual, and rinse all the butter out. Your
hair will develop a pleasant sheen.

Condition with

olive oil

Put the moisture back into dry hair by
warming up 1/2 cup olive oil (do not boil
it), and then rubbing it into your hair.
Cover tresses with a plastic bag, then
wrap in a towel. Leave it on for 45 min-
utes, then shampoo and completely rinse.

Rinse with tea

Use a mug of warm, unsweetened tea
(freshly brewed) as a final rinse after your
regular shampoo. Tea enhances hair
colour, so make sure to use a tea that suits
your hair colour. Blondes should use
chamomile tea, brunettes should use
black tea to enrich colour and sheen.
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