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Push for
improved govt
services,
employment
and tourism
growth

H M the Sultan presides over Council
of Ministers meeting in Salalah

(ONA)

Salalah - His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik
chaired a meeting of the Council of Ministers at
Al Maamourah Palace in Salalah on Thursday.

His Majesty the Sultan reviewed a number of
topics. Within the context of improved financial
performance in the sultanate over the past pe-
riod, His Majesty the Sultan expressed his satis-
faction with the decline in the volume of public
debt and the ensuing positive outcomes that
contribute to the consolidation of confidence in
the local economy and the establishment of an
attractive environment that helps activate vari-
ous economic sectors.

The Council of Ministers took note of the
progress made in the field of employment and
affirmed that employment tops the national pri-
orities and that initiatives recently endorsed by
the Government will contribute to the generation
of more jobs for Omani citizens.

To push forward these initiatives, the Council
of Ministers endorsed the allocation of an addi-
tional RO50mn to enhance the jobseekers em-
ployment programme and other employment
efforts in the private sector. The Council of Min-
isters also endorsed the addition (to the said em-
ployment programme) of 1.2% of the value of
purchase invoices collected from the sectors of
oil and gas, government units and companies af-

Employment Initiatives
RO50mn allocated for
jobseekers and private
sector employment
programmes

Social Welfare
Allocation of RO72mn
to support Family
Income Support
Benefit Programme

Al Programme
National Programme
for Al and Advanced
Digital Technologies
approved

Government Service

H M instructs launch

of electronic platforms
for receiving complaints
and suggestions

Education Funding
RO40mn approved

to accelerate schools
construction in areas
with growing student
populations

Tourism Development
H M praises efforts to
attract record visitors
to Dhofar Khareef

filiated to Oman Investment Authority. The au-
thorities concerned will devise clear-cut proce-
dures and terms to ensure the sustainability of
opportunities that would be generated.

Within the framework of the Royal attention
to social and educational aspects, His Majesty
the Sultan hailed the efforts made by the depart-
ments entrusted with citizens’ livelihood condi-
tions. His Majesty gave directives to the
authorities concerned to allocate RO72mn
within the State Budget to fund the ‘Family In-
come Support Benefit Programme’, as part of the

Social Protection Fund's schemes that were an-
nounced recently.

His Majesty the Sultan also congratulated
students upon the start of the new school and
academic year. He prayed to Allah the Almighty
to make it a year full of diligence and hard work.
His Majesty commended the efforts made by
teachers and academics in preparation for the
new year, noting that they are entrusted with
grooming a generation armed with knowledge
and science and inspired by noble principles and
values.

Within the context of a steady rise in number
of students in some governorates, the Council of
Ministers approved the allocation of RO40mn to
be added to the current Five-Year Plan to help
accelerate the construction of new schools.

The Council of Ministers approved the Na-
tional Programme of Atrtificial Intelligence and
Advanced Digital Technologies and implemen-
tation of their projects and initiatives. The step is
aimed to raise Oman'’s ranking in the Govern-
ment Al Readiness Index through the adoption
and localisation of related techniques and legis-

lation, enhance the productivity of economic and
developmental sectors, and increase the number
of nascent specialised technology companies in
developing local solutions.

Pursuant to reports about a rise in number of
visitors during Khareef Dhofar (monsoon sea-
son) to Tmn this year until the end of August, His
Majesty the Sultan lauded the efforts made by
the departments tasked with implementing de-
velopment projects, organising activities and
programmes tailored to attract tourists to the
governorate, which helped make Dhofar Khareef
2024 a success.

His Majesty underscored the significance of
studying tourist aspirations and developing ser-
vices rendered to them in a manner that sustains
their numbers in the coming seasons.

After commending the performance of gov-
ernment institutions and their efforts in tackling
related issues that constitute national priorities
for improving public services, His Majesty the
Sultan stressed the need to develop mechanisms
for measuring the level of beneficiary satisfaction
for government services and aspects related to
the streamlining of procedures in a manner that
contributes to upgrading the quality of services
and improving the satisfaction of beneficiaries.
Continued on

Dhofar sets
destination,

Our Correspondent
Salalah

Ministry of Heritage and Tourism
has laid out a plan to transform
Dhofar into a sustainable tourist
destination, with the goal of at-
tracting over 3mn visitors annu-
ally by 2040. This
announcement was made during
the launch of the Marhaba Dho-
far initiative last week, which
aims to draw more tourists to the
governorate throughout the year.

Khalid al Abri, Director Gen-
eral of Heritage and Tourism in
Dhofar, said the ministry's vision
is to attract 3.2mn tourists by
2040. The Marhaba Dhofar
event is primarily aimed at
tourists from Gulf Cooperation
Council  (GCC)  countries,
strengthening Dhofar's reputa-
tion as a year-round destination.
"We are also targeting key mar-
kets like Saudi Arabia, India,
China and others," Abri noted.
Additionally, the ministry is fo-
cusing on promoting adventure
tourism and business confer-
ences in the governorate.

goal to be major tourist
attract 3.2mn by 2040

Our Correspondent
Muscat

MEM working on energy transition
strategy to achieve Net Zero goals

the plan targets raising energy ef-
ficiency to achieve 6MJ/US$ of
GDP by 2050. The strategy also

Abri highlighted Dhofar's nat-
ural beauty and rich cultural her-
itage as major draws for both
domestic and international visi-
tors, and pointed out that new in-
frastructure projects are in the
pipeline to enhance the gover-
norate's appeal and support its
growing tourism industry.

KHALID AL ABRI

Addressing the increase in vis-
itors during the khareef season,
Abri assured that there has been
no shortage of accommodation.
The governorate currently has 63
tourist facilities with 6,000
rooms. In 2025, four new pro-

jects will add another 1,000
rooms, further boosting capacity.

At the announcement, Abri
also spoke of the Sekaa platform,
a free booking service developed
in collaboration with Dhofar Mu-
nicipality. The platform allows
tourists to book accommodation
directly, ensuring quality stan-
dards and eliminating the need
for intermediaries. It simplifies
the registration and licensing pro-
cess for property owners, espe-
cially after khareef.

This year, khareef saw a 9%
increase in visitors with around
1.06mn tourists arriving in Dhofar

between June and the end of Au-
gust. According to the National
Centre for Statistics and Informa-
tion, Omani visitors alone num-
bered 713,105, marking an 8.7%
increase from last year. Visitors
from GCC countries reached
171,762, while other nationalities
accounted for 121,767 tourists.
With its commitment to sus-
tainable tourism and infrastruc-
ture development, Dhofar is on
track to becoming a major desti-
nation in the region, catering to
both adventure seekers and
those looking to experience its
natural and cultural riches.

The sultanate is stepping up its
efforts to achieve carbon neutral-
ity by 2050 with the Ministry of
Energy and Minerals (MEM)
working closely with public and
private entities to craft an energy
transition strategy. This initiative
aligns with Oman Vision 2040,
aiming to provide the necessary
energy to support economic
growth while reducing carbon
emissions.

The strategy focuses on key
areas, including energy efficiency,
renewable energy, hydrogen de-
velopment and carbon capture. It
is built on five guiding principles:
ensuring energy security, transi-
tioning to low-carbon energy, de-
veloping local capabilities,
building a low-carbon economy,
and maintaining Oman’s com-
petitive edge in the global energy
market.

Highlighting the goals of the

Maryam al Hashmi

plan, Maryam bint Mohammed
al Hashmi, Director of Electricity
and Energy Efficiency Policies and
Strategies at MEM, said, “Our
aim is to provide the energy
needed for economic growth
while supporting Oman'’s drive
towards economic diversifica-
tion, reducing carbon emissions,
creating new job opportunities,
and building skilled national tal-
ent.”

As part of the energy transi-
tion, Oman plans to increase the
contribution of renewable energy
to 30% by 2030, 70% by 2040
and 100% by 2050. Additionally,

includes the goal of 100% of new
car sales being zero-emission ve-
hicles by 2050.

Oman is also setting ambi-
tious targets for green hydrogen
production, aiming to produce
Tmn tonnes by 2030, 3.5mn
tonnes by 2040 and 8mn tonnes
by 2050.

Maryam added that energy
transition is a shared responsibil-
ity, offering significant opportuni-
ties for economic growth given
Oman'’s abundance of renewable
energy resources.

On hydrogen energy, she in-
formed that visits will be con-
ducted to designated sites for
renewable energy and clean hy-
drogen projects. These sites,
identified by a Royal decree ear-
lier this year, will be part of the
ministry’'s wider strategy and the
plans of Hydrogen Oman Com-
pany, also known as Hydrom.

‘Musandam Winter' set to
be major attraction

The transformative power
of Al in higher education

Death toll from Israeli raid
on Beirut suburb rises to 31
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Dhofar, Jabal Akhdar road projects
to boost connectivity, tourism

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Significant strides are being
made in the sultanate's transport
infrastructure, with key road pro-
jects nearing completion across
the country, particularly in Dho-
far and Jabal Akhdar.

According to Ministry of
Transport, Communications and
Information Technology
(MTCIT), the Arjot-Sarfait Road
in Dhofar is 93% complete and
expected to be fully operational
by the end of the year.

H E Khamis bin Mohammed
al Shammakhi, Undersecretary in
the ministry, informed that the
new route, connecting Salalah
with the western wilayats of
Rakhyut and Dhalkut, will extend
to the Sarfait border crossing
with Yemen. “The road passes
through rugged mountainous
terrain requiring rerouting to
avoid landslide-prone areas,” he
said. The project, which costs
RO11.3mn, is in its final stages

and aims to ensure safer travel
while improving road connectiv-
ity in the region.

MTCIT is also working on en-
hancing access to the pic-
turesque region of Jabal Akhdar.
A 9km stretch of road between
Seih Qatna and Riyad al Jabal
Farm is currently under develop-
ment, aiming to ease the journey
for both residents and tourists
visiting the area's scenic land-
scapes.

The new road will support
local tourism and development
by connecting about 20 villages,
rural areas and popular tourist

spots, including the Al Hail view-
point overlooking the mountain
villages of South Batinah.

The route will also benefit
growing
tourism sector, with thousands
of visitors, including cyclists and
motorcyclists, flocking to Jabal
Akhdar each year to explore its
challenging terrain.

The ministry highlighted the
fact that these projects are not
just about improving access but
also about raising safety stan-
dards, catering to the needs of
local communities and enhanc-
ing the country’s tourism appeal.

Oman's adventure

6-month ‘Musandam Winter'
set to be major attraction

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Musandam has announced the
third edition of ‘'Musandam Win-
ter' tourist season, set to begin at
the end of October and continue
until April 2025.

This year the season will fea-
ture a diverse array of events, in-
cluding cultural and
entertainment festivals, sports
activities and artistic perfor-
mances. The announcement was
made during a promotional
meeting titled Musandam Sec-
tor, held under the patronage of
Sayyid Ibrahim bin Saeed al Bu-
saidi, Governor of Musandam,
last week.

Musandam Winter is part of
ongoing efforts to promote
tourism, bolster the local econ-
omy and diversify
sources. The initiative aims to
position the governorate as a

income

unique tourist destination, at-
tracting visitors from around the
world with its stunning natural
beauty and rich cultural heritage.

The season will enhance op-
portunities for cooperation and
institutional partnerships while
opening doors for investment. It
will provide marketing outlets for
small and medium enterprises,

(Supplied photo)
productive families, en-
trepreneurs and artisans, allow-
ing them to promote their
products and reach a wider audi-
ence.

Tourism activities will be var-
ied, featuring adventure tourism
such as rock climbing, mountain
hiking and ziplining; cultural
tourism that highlights the gov-

ernorate's heritage and tradi-
tional industries; and recreational
and marine tourism, including
dolphin watching, diving to ex-
plore vibrant coral reefs, fishing
trips, rowing and camping.

The governorate is eager to
promote its offerings and in-
crease visitor numbers during
this season. It aims to engage
government and private institu-
tions in organising events, while
also involving civil and volunteer
organisations in the initiative.

According to the governor,
Musandam Winter fosters a new
economic culture in the gover-
norate. “Through a diverse array
of events, it will enable small and
medium enterprises to expand,
establish local partnerships and
provide entertainment solutions
for residents, ultimately enhanc-
ing various projects and creating
numerous opportunities for the
community in Musandam.”
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SOHAR Port and Freezone invites investors to the following investment opportunity

SOHAR Port and Freezone is inviting qualified and experienced entities to
show interest in the above upcoming investment opportunity.

Interested companies shall comply with the following procedures and
steps:

Step 1:

Send an official letter to Procurement and Contracts Department on
SIPC.Procurement@soharportandfreezone.com confirming that they are
interested to participate into this investment opportunity.

Step 2:
SIPC Procurement and Contracts Department shall send the standard
non-disclosure Agreement (NDA) to the interested companies for signature.
Step 3:
Companies shall sign the NDA and return it back to Procurement and
Contracts Department within two working days from receiving the NDA
Step 4:
Upon signing the NDA by the interested companies:
The SIPC Procurement and Contracts Department will provide the
interested companies ONLY with the investment opportunity

documents.

The documents will include a brief of the opportunity and summary of
the technical requirements of this investment opportunity.

The EOI will provide a guidelines for companies to submit their
non-binding technical proposals ONLY.

No financial proposals are expected at this stage.
The deadline for submission of Expression of Interest is 15 October
2024.

For any clarification on this pre-announcement, please communicate with us
on this e-mail address: sipc.procurement@soharportandfreezone.com
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Care 24 to launch advanced
rehab centre in Ghala

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Care 24, a venture by Al Hakkim
International, is set to inaugurate
its latest facility - Care 24 Reha-
bilitation Centre - in Ghala.

The opening, scheduled for
September 24, will bring to-
gether dignitaries and medical
experts from all over Muscat.

Announcing the new venture
at a press conference on Thurs-
day, Dr VMA Hakkim, Managing
Director of Care 24, said there is
growing need for robust rehabil-
itation services in Oman. “We
are committed to setting the
benchmark for exceptional pa-
tient care. The state-of-the-art
centre will specialise in compre-
hensive treatment plans for
spinal and musculoskeletal con-
ditions, featuring advanced elec-
trotherapy and spinal
decompression machines for
faster recovery.”

Dr Hakim informed that the
centre will also offer targeted oc-
cupational therapy and provide
children with disabilities effective
solutions to enhance motor and
sensory integration.

Addressing the press confer-
ence, Ahmad Subhani, Director
of Care 24 said, “There is no
greater reward than being able to
relieve people's pain." The cen-
tre's highly skilled therapists will

(!ﬁpplied photo)

provide specialised care for geri-
atric patients and stroke sur-
vivors, improving their quality of
life.

Additionally, the centre will
offer vital physiotherapy ser-
vices, preventing surgeries for up
to 79% patients with muscu-
loskeletal issues. Its nursing
team will extend services to ho-
tels, home stays and academic
institutions.

FDO invites bids for shrimp, tilapia
market study to boost aquaculture

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Fisheries Development Oman
(FDO), a state-owned company
under Oman Invest-

ment Authority, is
inviting qualified
companies  to
participate in a
tender for a
market study on
shrimp and tilapia
aquaculture in the
sultanate.

In a statement, the company
said, ‘The study is part of FDO's
mission to contribute to sustain-
able economic diversification

within the commercial fishing
and aquaculture industries.’

As the investment arm of the
government and a key execution
entity in line with Oman Vision

2040 goals, FDO aims to
enhance the national

economy by improv-
ing the business envi-
ronment and
empowering the pri-
vate sector to play a
significant role in these
industries.

Qualified companies are in-
vited to participate in the tender
with bids due by October 2.

According to the Ministry of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Water

Resources, farmed fish produc-
tion in Oman reached 5,117
tonnes, valued at RO15.1mn, this
year by August. This marks a 7%
increase in volume and a remark-
able 50% rise in financial value
compared to 2023 when pro-
duction registered 4,767 tonnes
valued at RO10.99mn.

The growth trend has been
consistent since 2018, with pro-
duction increasing from 350
tonnes valued at RO700,000 to
3,179 tonnes worth RO6.9mn in
2022. The diversity of farmed
species has also expanded, now
including 33 varieties such as
white shrimp, Omani abalone
and various types of finfish.
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Dhofar blooms as ‘sarb’
season brings new charm

Our Correspondent
Salalah

As the khareef season departs
from Dhofar, taking with it its
cloudy skies and drizzles, the re-
gion is now embracing the vi-
brant ‘sarb’ or spring season,
which officially began on
September 21.

Although different in charac-
ter, sarb - which continues until
December 21 - is no less charm-
ing than khareef, offering its own
unique appeal for locals and vis-
itors alike.

After the rainy months of kha-
reef, the people of Dhofar are
looking forward to sarb, a time
for outdoor gatherings under the
sun's warmth. The land, once
drenched by the monsoon rain, is
now blooming with flowers, and
the streams coming to life, mak-
ing this new season a perfect
time to explore the governorate's
stunning natural beauty.

Dhofar governorate wel-
comed the astronomical spring
season, or as it is locally called
‘Sarb’, which affects the coastal
states of the governorate from
Dhalkut in the west to Mirbat in
the east.

A popular destination during
sarb is Jabjat, a scenic area nes-

SHEIKH TARIQ BIN KHALID AL HINAI

tled within the Dhofar mountain
range, located in the wilayat of
Tagah. Known as the ‘Star of
Spring’, Jabjat has become one of
the most sought-after picnic
spots, offering tranquility and
breathtaking landscapes that
stretch as far as the eye can see.

Camping is a favourite activity
in Jabjat, with designated sites
managed by local authorities to
ensure environmental protec-
tion. Sheikh Tarig bin Khalid al
Hinai, Wali of Tagah, explained,
“With the rise in the number of
visitors, we have introduced a
camping permit system to regu-

late land use and protect the
green spaces.” He added that the
area’s tranquility and natural
beauty, combined with various
activities on offer, make it an
ideal family destination, particu-
larly during the sarb season.

In recent years, Jabjat has
seen significant development,
with the government improving
roads, lighting, and public facili-
ties for the residents and visitors
as well. Recreational areas have
been set up for children, while
local businesses, including shops
selling traditional products, have
added to the area’s charm. These

efforts not only enhance the vis-
itor experience but also boost the
local economy.

The growing number of
tourists has encouraged small
and medium enterprises (SMEs)
to invest in the region. Mo-
hammed bin Salem al Mahri, who
runs a café in Jabjat, shared that
sarb brings economic vitality to
the area. "The climate during sarb
transforms Jabjat into a major
tourist hub, creating opportuni-
ties for businesses to thrive.”

Visitors, like Adel bin Ahmed
Safrar, often associate sarb with
Jabjat's serene atmosphere. “The
sarb season s just as spectacular
as khareef, and Jabjat's unique
charm attracts people from
across Dhofar, especially during
moonlit weekends,” he remarked.

Another visitor, Muammar
bin Awad al Omari, praised the
efforts of local authorities in or-
ganising the camping areas and
supporting small businesses.
“This year's arrangements, from
cafés to family-run tents, have
made Jabjat even more appeal-
ing," he noted.

For the promotion of the sarb
season, the Ministry of Heritage
and Tourism last week organised
joint sessions of tourism partners
from Oman and Saudi Arabia.

Push for improved govt
services, employment

Continued from

His Majesty the Sultan gave di-
rectives to the Council of Minis-
ters and the departments
concerned to launch, in each gov-
ernment institution, an electronic
platform to be dedicated to re-
ceiving complaints and proposals
of beneficiaries during 2025.

In view of the solid social har-
mony that has marked Omani so-
ciety throughout history, and,
based on the deep-rooted Omani
values that reject all forms of ex-
tremism, fanaticism and parti-
sanship, the Council of Ministers
stressed the importance of forti-
fying the society and consolidat-
ing the role of the family in
properly raising children on
grounds of tolerant principles to

help them avoid deviant ideas or
be influenced by them.

In this context, His Majesty
the Sultan praised the efforts
made by personnel of military
and security departments in deal-
ing with incidents aimed to un-
dermine security. His Majesty
instructed all state institutions to
remain vigilant, monitor such
phenomena and address them as
soon as possible.

Within his review of regional
and international issues, His
Majesty the Sultan touched on
bilateral relations with a number
of Arab and friendly countries. He
reaffirmed the sultanate's keen-
ness and continuous efforts to
cooperate with all countries in a
way that benefits all.

Muscat - Oman is set to par-
ticipate in the Second Gulf-
Azerbaijani Economic Forum,
taking place this Wednesday
in Baku, Azerbaijan.

The event, titled ‘Sustain-
ability, Investments, Partner-
ships’, is organised by the
Federation of Gulf Coopera-
tion  Council  Chambers
(FGCCC), in collaboration
with Azerbaijan's Export and
Investment Promotion Au-
thority and supported by the
host country’s Ministry of
Economy and the GCC Gen-
eral Secretariat.

Faisal bin Abdullah al
Rawas, Chairman of the Oman

Oman to strengthen trade ties at
Gulf-Azerbaijani Economic Forum

Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (OCCI) and head of
the FGCCC, said the forum
aims to strengthen the trade
relations of GCC with Azerbai-
jan. “We're looking to explore
the best joint investment op-
portunities and increase trade
exchanges, especially given
Azerbaijan's promising eco-
nomic potential,” he explained.

The forum will focus on
showcasing key projects and
investment opportunities
across several sectors in both
the GCC and Azerbaijan, in-
cluding food security, agricul-
ture, energy, water, logistics,
and transportation.

Oman’s central public health
lab to start operationsin 2025

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Oman's state-of-the-art central
health laboratory will be opera-
tional during the second half of
next year, with its construction
going on full swing.

The construction of the Cen-
tral Public Health Laboratory is
progressing steadily, with 60%
of the construction completed,
officials informed, adding that
this new facility in Seeb is being
developed at a cost of around
RO18.2mn, covering an area of
over 18,000sgm.

Dr Hanan bint Salem al Kindi,
Director of the Public Health
Laboratories Department in the
Ministry of Health, said the lab-
oratory will centralise all of the
ministry's reference public health
labs, improving diagnostic capa-
bilities and supporting public
health and safety efforts.

"Bringing these laboratories
together under one roof will en-
hance our ability to diagnose and
respond to health threats more
effectively,” she explained.

The three-storey building will
include modern biosafety level 3
(BSL3) labs for handling high-risk
microbes and level 2 labs for
testing viruses, bacteria, chemi-
cals, and toxins. It will also fea-
ture a wing for receiving
samples, administrative offices, a
130-seat lecture hall, and facili-
ties dedicated to various special-
isations, including newborn

screenings and environmental
testing.

“We've designed the lab with
sustainability and safety in
mind,” said Dr Hanan. She added
that the construction ensures bi-
ological containment, with ac-
cess to mechanical systems

through external corridors to
avoid any disruption to contain-
ment measures. The laboratory
will also house a number of im-
portant departments, including
those dedicated to viral studies,
public health quality control, and
genetic sequencing.
Collaboration has been key to
the project’'s development. The

design process involved exten-
sive  consultation between
Omani health officials and ex-
perts from the US Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
(CDCQ). A team also visited sev-
eral American labs to study the
latest advances in laboratory
construction, particularly in the
wake of the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Once operational, the Central
Public Health Laboratory will
serve as a regional hub for public
health research, working closely
with the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) and other interna-
tional bodies. The facility will
contribute to improving health-
care not only in Oman but also
across the region, positioning the
country as a leader in health se-
curity and research. Dr Hanan in-
formed that the ministry is
already preparing national staff
to manage the lab’s operations
through ongoing training and de-
velopment programmes.
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Investments in SEZAD rise 55% to RO6bn

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The total cumulative investment
committed to the Special Eco-
nomic Zone at Dugm (SEZAD)
rose by the end of June 2024 to
RO6bnN, compared to RO3.865bn
in June last year, recording a ro-
bust growth of 55% year-on-
year. This growth coincided with
the commencement of opera-
tions at the Dugm Refinery and
several other major economic
projects within SEZAD this year.

In a statement to Oman News
Agency, Eng Ahmed bin Ali
Akaak, CEO of the Special Eco-
nomic Zone at Dugm, said that
numerous new investment
agreements were signed during
the first half of this year in vari-
ous economic sectors. “This in-
crease reflects the significant
interest that SEZAD attracts
from both local and international
companies, as the zone intensi-
fies its efforts to attract more in-
vestments,” he said.

Akaak highlighted several
major strategic investments in
the green industries sector, some
of which have reached the con-
struction or final design stages,
including the Vulcan Green Steel
Plant, the Hyport Dugm Project,
the Green Hydrogen Company

Project (ACME Project), and the
Japanese companies Kobe Steel
and Mitsui & Co's project to es-
tablish a reduced iron factory.
He added that these projects
will reinforce Dugm's leadership
in the green industries sector and
contribute to Oman'’s goal of

ENG AHMED BIN ALI AKAAK

achieving net-zero emissions by
2050. He noted that SEZAD
continues to receive investment
requests from numerous inter-
national companies, with each
request carefully evaluated by
relevant authorities to assess the
added value that these invest-

ments may bring.

Regarding the efforts of the
Public Authority for Special Eco-
nomic Zones and Free Zones
(OPAZ) to enhance the services
provided to investors, in collabo-
ration with other government
agencies, Akaak said, “In the first

half of this year, the authority
completed the implementation
of the Cabinet's decision to de-
velop and supervise municipal
services and public facilities in
areas stripped of public benefit
status within SEZAD's master
plan, aimed at enhancing devel-
opment in Dugm and stimulating
various economic sectors.”

He added that OPAZ made
the necessary preparations in the
first half of this year to manage
licensing services and technical
affairs, as well as train employ-
ees to provide these services. He
explained that the total area of
the plans removed from public
benefit status within the SEZAD
master plan is 33sgkm, dis-
tributed across nine different
plans. These plans accommo-
date a variety of commercial, in-
dustrial, and residential uses.

Akaak further explained that
SEZAD also encompasses sev-
eral investment zones in sectors
such as commerce, industry,
tourism, logistics, real estate de-
velopment, and renewable en-
ergy. He noted that in the second
half of this year, efforts began to
provide the necessary services to
all these zones.

Commenting on the progress
of ongoing projects, Akaak said
that the first half of this year wit-

nessed the official inauguration
of several key economic pro-
jects, most notably the Dugm
Refinery, one of the region’s flag-
ship initiatives. The refinery, with
a production capacity of
230,000 barrels per day, is ex-
pected to transform Dugm into
one of the region's most impor-
tant energy hubs. It will also in-
crease Oman's total refining
capacity to approximately
500,000 barrels per day.

He pointed out that the first
half of the year also saw the offi-
cial opening of the multi-purpose
fishing port, the largest of its kind
in Oman, as well as the launch of
the shipping and customs ser-
vices station and the government
berth at Dugm Port.

Akaak also touched on the
new projects that became oper-
ational in the first half of this
year, stating that SEZAD wit-
nessed the commencement of
several projects during the cur-
rent year.

The CEO of SEZAD confirmed
that the zone's growth reflects
the strong interest from in-
vestors both within and outside
Oman. He also praised the sup-
port SEZAD receives from
OPAZ, which provides direct su-
pervision over business develop-
ment and investment attraction.

OQGN
resolves gas
pipeline leak
in record time

Our Correspondent
Muscat

0Q Gas Networks
(OQGN) confirmed on
Thursday that it success-
fully resolved a major gas
leak in record time in the
pipeline between Muscat
and Sohar.

OQGN reported that
the incident occurred on
Wednesday evening in the
16-inch gas pipeline con-
necting Muscat and Sohar.

'We would like to con-
firm that the leak was con-
tained in record time, with
no impact on any of the
company's clients and no
significant financial im-
pact,' OQGN said in a dis-
closure to the Muscat
Stock Exchange.

‘The containment of the
leak demonstrates our
readiness to handle emer-
gencies that may affect
the continuity of gas flow
to our clients across the
sultanate,’ the company
added.

CBO cutsreporate
by 50 basis points

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Central Bank of Oman
(CBO) on Thursday reduced its
repo rate for local banks by 50
basis points, bringing it down to
5.50% from 6.00%.

Oman's rate cut
decision followe
US Federal |
serve's move 0
Wednesday tc
lower its key
interest rate by
50 basis point:
marking the fi
rate cut in more
four years.

Oman’ economy operates
under a fixed exchange-rate
regime, which means its interest
rates are closely aligned with US
rates. As a result, the CBO's repo
rate typically moves in tandem
with the Federal Reserve's policy
rate.

The repo rate is the policy rate
that allows commercial banks to
borrow short-term liquidity from
the CBO as the lender of last re-
sort.

“The Central Bank of Oman'’s
monetary policy objective is to
sustain and maintain its fixed ex-

change rate. This policy is
aligned with the struc-
e and nature of
1e Omani econ-
»my,” the CBO
said in a state-
ment released

n Thursday.
The US Federal
rve announced
its long-anticipated inter-
est rate cut on Wednesday, re-
ducing the benchmark rate by 50
basis points. This lowered the
rate from its highest level in 23
years, as the US central bank
sought to ease borrowing costs
following progress in the fight

against inflation.

Telecom

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Total revenues from mobile and
fixed telecommunications ser-
vices in Oman amounted to
R0O409.260mn during the first
half of this year, according to
statistics issued by the Telecom-
munications Regulatory Author-
ity (TRA).

The statistics showed
that mobile communications
revenues amounted to RO
249.420mn, while revenues from
fixed communications services
amounted to RO159.840mn.

Regarding mobile communi-
cations services in Oman, the
number of mobile phone sub-
scriptions by the end of the first
half of 2024 reached approxi-
mately 6.940mn, of which 73%
were prepaid and 27% postpaid.
The number of broadband sub-
scriptions reached approxi-
mately 5.084mn.

The number of fixed-line tele-
phone subscriptions increased

sector revenues reach RO409mn in H1

by 2% to reach 441,000 by the
end of the first half of 2024,
while fixed broadband subscrip-
tions increased by 7%, reaching
576,000.

The number of 5G stations in
Oman by the end of June 2024
reached approximately 5,431,

distributed across the various
governorates of the sultanate, re-
flecting a 19% increase com-
pared to the first half of 2023,
when the number stood at
4,566.

In terms of postal services, the
number of outgoing express

postal items reached 229,000
by the end of the first half of
2024, an increase of 21%. The
number of incoming items
reached 1,470,350, marking a
78% increase, while local items
amounted to 1,787,938, an in-
crease of 11%.

In a statement to Oman News
Agency, Mahmoud bin Omar al
Zadjali, head of the Strategic
Planning Unit at the Telecommu-
nications Regulatory Authority,
explained that the Authority
aims to cover more than 90% of
residential units and projects
across all governorates in Oman
with 5G services by the end of
2024.

He emphasised that there has
been no significant decline in
mobile communications services
in Oman, as the change in the
number of subscribers between
the first half of 2023 and the first
half of 2024 reflects only a slight
and natural variation of one to
two percentage points.

Oman has advanced 26 ranks
in the Telecommunications In-
frastructure Index, a key compo-
nent of the e-Government
Development Index issued by
the United Nations Department
of Economic and Social Affairs.
Oman now ranks 22nd globally,
up from 48th in 2022.

The transformative power of Alin higher education

rtificial Intelligence (Al) is
rapidly reshaping various sec-
tors, and education is no ex-
ception. As we enter a new era of
teaching, learning, and research, Al's
transformative potential will profoundly
impact higher education institutions.

One of Al's most promising applica-
tions in education is personalised
learning. Adaptive learning systems
utilise Al algorithms to analyse student
performance in real time, adjusting
course content accordingly. These sys-
tems identify knowledge gaps, suggest
resources, and predict future perfor-
mance, creating unique and responsive
learning paths for each student.

We are also witnessing the emer-
gence of Al-based tutoring systems
that provide tailored one-on-one sup-
port. These virtual tutors offer instant
feedback, explain complex concepts in
various ways, and adapt their teaching
styles to match individual learning abil-
ities and preferences, resulting in a
more engaging and effective learning
experience.

At the admin level, Al empowers ed-

ucators and administrators with tools
to streamline processes and enhance
decision-making. In admissions, Al-
powered systems can analyse video in-
terviews and application essays, aiding
universities in making more informed
decisions. Administrative tasks, such as
course scheduling and resource alloca-
tion, can be optimised using Al algo-
rithms, freeing up staff time for student
support.

In the classroom, Al is revolutionis-
ing content creation and delivery.
GenAl leverages natural language pro-
cessing to provide instant feedback on
written assignments, while intelligent
content platforms generate cus-
tomised textbooks by compiling infor-
mation from various sources. These
technologies save educators time and
ensure that learning materials are up-
to-date and tailored to specific course
objectives.

In research, Al is pushing new
boundaries. Machine learning algo-
rithms analyse vast datasets at un-
precedented speeds, accelerating
discoveries in fields ranging from ge-

Vice-Chancellor, National University of
Science & Technology, Sultanate of Oman

nomics to climate science. Al also
transforms collaborative research by
helping scholars discover relevant pa-
pers and identify potential collabora-
tors across disciplines, speeding up the
research process and fostering inter-
disciplinary innovation.

Beyond academics, Al supports stu-
dents' well-being and career prospects.
Al-powered career guidance systems
analyse skills and interests to suggest
potential career paths and optimise re-
sumes for specific job applications.
Mental health support is another cru-
cial area where Al is making a differ-
ence. Al-powered chatbots offer 24/7
mental health support, using cognitive-
behavioral therapy techniques to help

students manage stress and anxiety.
While these tools don't replace human
counselors, they provide an accessible
first line of support.

Bridging education-
industry gap

However, Al is complex, and many in-
stitutions will struggle to find their
footing in a highly dynamic sector.
That is why bridging the gap between
education and the rapidly evolving tech
sector requires strategic partnerships
between educational institutions, gov-
ernment bodies, and industry leaders.
Initiatives like the Huawei ICT
Academy, collaborating with universi-
ties globally, exemplify how industry

and academia can collaborate to ben-
efit students. These programmes
equip students with practical tools, re-
sources, and opportunities needed to
thrive in our dynamic digital landscape.

Realising this potential requires sus-
tained investment in technology and
human capital. Universities must up-
grade their digital infrastructure and
provide ongoing training for faculty
and staff to integrate Al effectively.
Curricula across disciplines must
evolve to incorporate Al literacy, en-
suring that graduates are prepared for
a workforce increasingly shaped by ar-
tificial intelligence.

For instance, several government
bodies in Oman play a pivotal role in
harnessing Al's transformative power.
The Ministry of Education is integrat-
ing Al into the curriculum to foster dig-
ital literacy from an early age,
preparing students for a tech-driven
future. Similarly, The Ministry of
Higher Education is partnering with
global tech leaders to bring advanced
Al research and training to Omani uni-
versities, ensuring that higher educa-

tion aligns with industry needs.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Trans-
port, Communications, and Informa-
tion Technology is spearheading
initiatives to create a robust digital in-
frastructure, enabling seamless Al im-
plementation across sectors. Together,
these ministries are driving a compre-
hensive strategy to position Oman at
the forefront of the Al revolution, pro-
moting innovation, economic growth,
and societal progress.

The future of education is here, and
it's powered by Al. As we navigate this
exciting frontier, we must remain com-
mitted to the core values of education
and research - fostering critical think-
ing, creativity, and human connection
- while harnessing the transformative
power of artificial intelligence to build
a more sustainable and inclusive
world.

The views and opinions expressed
in this column are solely those of
the author and do not necessarily
represent those of Muscat Daily or
Apex Media Publication
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US Fed cuts rate for first time since 2020

Washington, US - For the first
time in more than four years, the
US Federal Reserve is moving to
push down borrowing costs,
aiming to bolster the economy
and prevent unemployment from
rising.

The Federal Reserve cut its in-
fluential fed funds rate 50 basis
points Wednesday to a range of
4.75% to 5%. The first rate cut
since March 2020 marked a shift
in strategy from the Fed, which
had held its key interest rate at a
two-decade high for 14 months
before Wednesday.

Fed officials had signalled that
the rate cut was coming, but
there was a debate among fore-
casters on whether it would be a
25- and 50-point reduction.
With inflation falling and nearing
the Fed's goal of a 2% annual
rate, policymakers on the Federal
Open Market Committee are
shifting their strategy away from
inflation-fighting mode to pre-
serve the job market.

Fed officials expect to make
further cuts in the coming
months, reducing the rate by an
additional 50 basis points over
their next two meetings, accord-
ing to a survey of the commit-
tee's members released
Wednesday alongside the policy
announcement.

More aggressive
approach

In choosing the larger of the two
rate cut options on the table, Fed
officials indicated inflation was
running low enough, and the

risks to the labour market great
enough, to justify a more aggres-
sive cut. The central bank's "dual
mandate" from Congress re-
quires it to use monetary policy
to keep inflation low while pre-
venting severe unemployment.
"The Committee has gained
greater confidence that inflation
is moving sustainably toward
2%, and judges that the risks to
achieving its employment and in-
flation goals are roughly in bal-

ance," the FOMC said in a state-
ment. "The economic outlook is
uncertain, and the Committee is
attentive to the risks to both
sides of its dual mandate."

The more central bankers
lower the fed funds rate, the
more downward pressure it puts
on interest rates for mortgages,
credit cards, auto loans, and
other credit, encouraging bor-
rowing and spending by busi-
nesses and individuals. Fed

officials must balance the need
to boost the economy against
the risk of reigniting the high in-
flation that roiled the economy
and household budgets in the
wake of the pandemic.

Balancing act

The Fed's rate-hiking campaign,
which began in March 2022, was
meant to slow down the econ-
omy and quash inflation. As of
August, consumer prices had

risen 2.5% over the year, down
from a 9.1% annual inflation rate
in June 2022, the highest in more
than 40 years.

Subduing inflation came at a
cost to the economy: high inter-
est rates have made mortgages
unaffordable for many would-be
homebuyers. Especially concern-
ing for the Fed, employers have
slowed down hiring amid higher
borrowing costs for business
loans and more consumers

Biden expects more rate
cuts, says work 'not done'

Washington, US - US Presi-
dent Joe Biden said Thursday
that he expects more interest
rate cuts from the Federal Re-
serve, noting the central
bank's work is not finished
yet.

Biden said the Fed's latest
rate cut is good news for
American consumers, mean-
ing that the cost of buying a
home or a car would be going
down and lower borrowing
costs will support economic
growth.

He highlighted that annual
consumer inflation peaked at
9.1% in June 2022 but it is
down closer to the Fed's goal
of 2% at the moment. He said
inflation in the US has come
down faster than almost any
other advanced economies in
the world.

"That doesn't mean our
work is done," he said, adding
"I'm not here to take a victory
lap."

"Let's be clear: the Fed
lowering interest rates isn't a

pinching pennies and struggling
to repay credit card debt.

The unemployment rate rose
to 4.2% as of August from 3.4%
in January, which had been tied
for a 50-year low. Although un-

US President Joe Biden

declaration of victory. It's a
declaration of progress to sig-
nal we've entered a new
phase of our economy and
our recovery," he said.

Biden emphasised that
monetary loosening would
provide greater confidence for
businesses and more invest-
ment for economic expan-
sion.

"Interest rates are going to
be coming down, and they're
expected to go down further,
and that's a good place for us
to be now," he added.

Anadolu Agency

employment isn't high by histor-
ical standards, it has risen fast
enough to set off a typically reli-
able warning that a recession is
imminent.

(Source: Investopedia.com)

Bank of Japan keepsrates on hold

Tokyo, Japan - The Bank of Japan
(BOJ) left interest rates un-
changed Friday as its chief said
the central bank still has time to
assess when it needs to raise bor-
rowing costs further, a comment
that weakened the yen by tem-
pering market speculation about
another possible rate hike within
the year.

The BOJ stood pat after it
raised the target for the overnight
call rate to around 0.25% in July
from arange of zeroto 0.1% in an
effort to dial back its decade-long
unorthodox monetary easing
amid signs of an economic recov-
ery.

Economic indicators have so
far met with the bank's expecta-
tions, BOJ Governor Kazuo Ueda
told a press conference after a
two-day policy meeting, under-
scoring that the BOJ will increase
interest rates if the economy and
prices move on track.

But he also said the upside
risks to prices due to a weak yen
is waning following the cur-
rency's recent appreciation, and
that "we now have more time to
assess" if further monetary tight-
ening is necessary.

Following the comment, the
yen weakened to the 143 zone
against the US dollar as market

players took it as a sign that an
additional rate hike will come
later than expected.

"The majority of market play-
ers had expected the next rate
hike to take place in December,"
said Tomoichiro Kubota, senior
market analyst at Matsui Securi-
ties Co. "But Mr. Ueda's remarks
today prompted some of them to
think that maybe it will be de-
layed until early next year."

The latest decision to keep the
policy rate unchanged was en-

dorsed by all its board members,
the BOJ said.

The July rate hike, together
with follow-up remarks by Ueda
about a possible further rate hike
within the year, caught market
participants off guard and caused
the yen to surge, leading to the
Nikkei stock index's largest sin-
gle-day fall in early August.

Following the rapid market
moves, BOJ Deputy Governor
Shinichi Uchida said the bank
would not raise rates further until

markets regain calm, in an appar-
ent bid to reassure investors.

At the press conference, Ueda
emphasized that markets "re-
main in an unstable situation,"
while adding that the BOJ will
closely monitor how overseas
economies fare, including in the
United States.

The BOJ entering a cycle of
less accommodative policy con-
trasts with other major central
banks, which have started loos-
ening their monetary grip to sup-
port economic growth.

The US Federal Reserve on
Wednesday cut its key rate for
the first time in over four years,
joining the European Central Bank
and the Bank of England, among
major banks, in monetary easing.

The opposing trends in Japan
and other major economies in
monetary policy are expected to
narrow the interest rate gap be-
tween them, potentially support-
ing the yen and triggering a
significant rebound following
years of depreciation.

At the July press conference,
Ueda cited the yen's weakness as
afactor behind the rate hike, say-
ing the weakening currency could
cause prices to rise more than the
bank's expectations.

Kyodo News

London, UK - The Bank of Eng-
land (BoE) kept its bank rate
steady at 5% during the Thurs-
day meeting, in line with
economists' expectations.

The decision to maintain the
policy rate was backed by a
clear majority, with eight mem-
bers voting in favour, while only
one member, Swati Dhingra,
advocated for a 25 basis point
reduction.

The Committee also voted
unanimously to reduce the
stock of UK government bond
purchases held for monetary
policy purposes, financed by
the issuance of central bank re-
serves, by 100bn pounds over

BoE keeps rates unchanged at 5%

the next 12 months, bringing
the total to 558bn pounds.

In August, the BoE had low-
ered rates by 25 basis points,
as annual inflation fell to 2% in
July.

Despite pressure on the eve
of the meeting, following the
Federal Reserve's sharp 50
basis point rate cut a day ear-
lier, UK policymakers opted to
keep rates unchanged amid the
"absence of material develop-
ments."

“Inflation has eased, the
economy is evolving as fore-
cast. A gradual approach tore-
moving  policy  restraint
remains appropriate,” the BoE

stated.

Headline economic growth
is expected to return to its un-
derlying pace of around 0.3%
per quarter in the second half
of the year.

Based on a broad set of indi-
cators, the Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) judged that
the labour market continued to
loosen but remained tight by
historical standards.

The UK's annual inflation
rate rose to 2.2% in August,
while core inflation—which ex-
cludes energy and food costs -
rose to 3.6%, slightly surpass-
ing the forecast of 3.5%.

(Source: Euronews.com)

FU and China fail to deliver breakthrough on electric cars dispute

Jorge Liboreiro

A high-profile attempt between
the European Commission and
the Chinese government to solve
the ongoing dispute around bat-
tery electric vehicles (BEVs)
failed to deliver a breakthrough,
as differences remain en-
trenched.

Hope, however, is not yet lost
as both parties vowed to inten-
sify negotiations. Brussels will
offer Chinese carmakers a new
chance to set minimum prices
for their products.

"Both sides agreed to inten-
sify efforts to find an effective,
enforceable and WTO-compat-

ible solution to the BEV case...
without prejudice to the EU in-
vestigation and its deadlines,"
Valdis Dombrovskis, the Com-
mission's executive vice presi-
dent in charge of trade, said after
a "constructive" meeting with
Wang Wentao, China's minister
of commerce, on Thursday.
Brussels has accused Beijing
of lavishing its BEVs with subsi-
dies to artificially lower their re-
tail price and push European
competitors out of the lucrative
market. Following a months-long
investigation, the Commission
found public money spread
across the entire supply chain,
creating a risk of unsustainable

economic losses for the EU in-
dustry.

The executive then proposed
a raft of additional import tariffs

that will apply to BEVs made in
China, including those assem-
bled by Western firms in the
country. The proposed duties,

ranging from 7.8% to 35.3%, ac-
cording to the brand and their
level of cooperation with the in-
vestigation, will come on top of
the existing 10% rate.

The top-up is supposed to en-
sure fairer competition and close
the price gap between EU and
Chinese manufacturers.

Member states need to ratify
the tariffs in a vote that should
happen  sometime  before
November. If they do so, the
rates will become permanent for
five years.

From the onset, Beijing has
adopted an antagonising posi-
tion in public, calling the Com-
mission's inquiry a "naked

protectionist act" that "con-
structed and exaggerated the so-
called subsidies." In a tit-for-tat,
it launched probes
against sensitive European ex-
ports, such as pork, brandy and
dairy.

Behind the scenes, however,
Chinese officials have sought to
achieve a negotiated solution to
the dispute and shield domestic
companies from the steep tariffs.

This effort reached a peak on
Thursday when Minister Wang
met Vice-President Dombrovkis
in Brussels.

During the encounter, Dom-
brovkis defended the Commis-
sion's proposal as being "based

several

strictly on facts and evidence"
and solely intended to "compen-
sate" for state subsidies, accord-
ing to a spokesperson.
Dombrovkis censured Beijing's
retaliatory probes into pork,
brandy and dairy as "unwar-
ranted" and called for them to be
"terminated.”

In a readout, the Chinese
Ministry of Commerce reaf-
firmed its willingness to achieve
a solution through "friendly dia-
logue and consultation" but
warned of reprisals to protect
domestic companies "if the EU
insists on implementing unrea-
sonable tax measures."

(Source: Euronews.com)
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FDO celebrates success at Russian expo

Fisheries Development Oman
(FDO), a pioneer in advancing
Oman's fisheries sector, has ex-
pressed satisfaction over its suc-
cessful participation in the
Seventh Global Fishery Forum &
Seafood Expo Russia 2024, held
in St Petersburg from September
17 to 19.

The event showcased FDO's
unwavering commitment to sus-
tainable fishing practices, cut-
ting-edge processing and logistic
facilities, and enticing investment
opportunities, solidifying its po-
sition as a global leader in the
seafood industry.

Drawing the attention of over
30,000 visitors from over 70
countries, the expo gathered in-
dustry leaders, investors, and
traders from around the world,
creating a dynamic space for
networking, collaboration, and
business development. FDO and
its subsidiaries - SIMAK, Marsa
Al Dugm, Blue Waters, and
Oman Pelagic - highlighted the
diverse range of Omani seafood
products and services, attracting
substantial interest from key
players in the industry.

“Our participation this year
was a resounding success. We
had the opportunity to engage
with numerous potential partners
and investors, further elevating
Oman'’s reputation as a major
fish producer and exporter,”
Salim al Mamari, Investments Di-
rector of FDO, commented.

“The event reinforced our
commitment to sustainability
and highlighted our innovative

investments in aquaculture and
fishing technologies, setting the
stage for future growth.”

FDO's exhibition showcased
an impressive portfolio of fresh
and frozen seafood, state-of-the-
art processing technologies, and
sustainable fishing methods. Pre-
sentations and discussions at the
FDO booth drew considerable
attention, particularly to Oman
Pelagic's advanced fishing ves-
sels and Blue Waters' aquacul-
ture technologies, which were
lauded for their eco-friendly and
efficient production processes.

SIMAK's state-of-the-art
seafood processing facility, lo-
cated in the Dugm Special Eco-
nomic Zone, was a key attraction
at the expo. SIMAK produces
over 100mn cans annually, with
a processing capacity of 30,000
tonnes, positioning itself as a
global leader in sustainable
seafood processing. Visitors
were impressed by the eco-
friendly practices adopted, in-
cluding solar energy utilisation
and water conservation efforts.

Located near major ports,
SIMAK ensures fast, efficient

distribution to international mar-
kets, and its demonstration of
high-grade seafood products at
the expo led to several inquiries
from European buyers looking
for sustainably sourced products
and white labelling opportunities.

OSARA highlighted its pres-
ence by showcasing a variety of
Omani shrimp products, drawing
significant attention from Rus-
sian and European markets.
OSARA takes pride in supplying
premium and sustainably farmed
shrimp from the Arabian Sea
coastline of Oman. The OSARA

shrimp farm spans over 700
hectares and is designed to pro-
duce over 10000 tonnes of Pa-
cific White Shrimp annually.
The facility benefits from an
ample supply of pristine seawa-
ter, untouched by industrial or
chemical activities, which en-
hances product safety and qual-
ity. OSARA’s commitment to
responsible aquaculture prac-
tices and high environmental
standards resonated with global
buyers, sparking discussions
about future collaborations.
OSARA has been instrumental in

solidifying FDO's reputation as a
leader in sustainable shrimp
farming and expanding Oman's
footprint in international seafood
markets.

Marsa Al Dugm presented its
cutting-edge development of
Oman'’s largest fishery port, set
to be fully operational by 2026.
The 7.5-square-kilometer port
will feature a 10.5-meter dredged
channel and modern infrastruc-
ture, including a fishing harbor,
processing and packaging units,
and cold storage facilities.

Attendees were particularly

impressed by the port's potential
to enhance operational efficiency
and drive economic develop-
ment within Oman'’s fisheries
sector. Marsa Al Dugm'’s infras-
tructure is expected to stream-
line the logistics of seafood
distribution, solidifying Oman’s
position as a leading exporter of
high-quality seafood.

Blue Waters, FDO's aquacul-
ture subsidiary, captivated audi-
ences with its advanced
aquaculture technologies. It en-
sures a steady supply of high-
quality, nutrient-rich seafood.

NBO empowers
local talents
across publicand
private sectors

In its ongoing commitment to
national development and the
empowerment of local talent,
National Bank of Oman (NBO)
continues to celebrate the suc-
cess of its training initiatives
through the NBO Academy of
Excellence (AQE).

As one of the first
academies established within
Oman's banking sector, AOE
has fostered growth and inno-
vation across the public and
private sectors.

NBO's efforts align closely
with  Oman Vision 2040,
which aims to build a diversi-
fied and sustainable economy
driven by local talent, innova-
tion, and cross-sector collab-
oration. The bank’s initiatives
include specialised training
programmes designed to
meet the unique needs of pro-
fessionals in government and
private sectors alike.

These programmes focus
on enhancing financial liter-
acy, nurturing a culture of in-
novation, and developing
essential skills that drive
growth and excellence.

Hassan Abdul Amir Sha-
ban, General Manager & Chief
Government Banking and Al-
liances Officer at NBO, said,
“Our goal is to strengthen

HASSAN AMIR SHABAN

strategic professional relation-
ships with our clients across
various sectors, enhancing
partnerships and collaboration
with NBO. Through these ef-
forts, we aim to exchange
knowledge and expertise, con-
tributing to the realisation of
Oman Vision 2040, which fo-
cuses on developing national
talent and fostering economic
resilience.”

NBO remains committed to
being a key partner in achiev-
ing national objectives, con-
tributing to creating a
knowledge-based economy
powered by modern technol-
ogy. The bank views the em-
powerment of Omani youth as
central to its role in shaping
the future.

Nesto Hypermarket opens Bilad Mall in Mabela

Nesto Hypermarket, one of the
fastest-growing retail chains in
the GCC, proudly announced the
grand opening of its 17th outlet in
Oman and 129th globally, with
the launch of Bilad Mall on Salam
Street in Mabela.

The inauguration ceremony
took place on September 18, with
the chief guest, H H Asiyyed
Faher Fatik al Said, leading the
ribbon-cutting event.

Bilad Mall spans an impres-
sive 215,000sqft and is designed
to provide a world-class shop-
ping experience with its opulent
interiors and modern store lay-
out. The outlet features 40
checkout counters, over 750
parking slots, and a wide range of
facilities, making it a premier
destination for families and
shoppers in the region.

The mall also includes the ex-
clusive Nesto Home section, of-
fering a variety of home
essentials, along with multiple

dining options, including both
vegetarian and non-vegetarian
restaurants. A kids' play centre,
branded as Fun today, adds an
entertainment element for fami-
lies with young children.
Speaking at the event, Haris

Palollathil, Regional Director,
Nesto Hypermarket, said, “We
are thrilled to bring Bilad Mall to
the heart of Mabela. This is a sig-
nificant milestone in Nesto's
journey, and we are committed
to delivering unmatched retail

experiences with top-quality
products and services for the
local community.”

Bilad Mall is not just a shop-
ping centre; it's a mini-mall that
provides a one-stop solution for
all family needs, hosting a variety

of tenants offering diverse retail
services. Looking ahead, Nesto is
planning to open five more pro-
jects within the next two years,
contributing to a total of seven
projects currently in the pipeline
for Oman.

Qatar Airways becomes official partner of UEFA

Qatar Airways has become part-
ner of the UEFA Champions
League in a deal that runs until
2030, further solidifying its mis-
sion in uniting people through
the power of sport.

The World's Best Airline, as
voted by Skytrax in 2024, builds
on the success of sponsoring
UEFA EURO 2020 and UEFA
EURO 2024 in an agreement
which includes sponsorship
rights to the UEFA Super Cup,
UEFA Youth League and UEFA
Futsal Champions League.

Known for its electrifying
competition and showcase of top
tier talent, the UEFA Champions
League captivates millions of
football fans around the world
each season. This premier tour-
nament not only represents the
pinnacle of European club foot-
ball but also embodies the values
of excellence, perseverance, and
international unity principles that
resonate deeply with Qatar Air-
ways' own mission and values.

The new UEFA Champions

League format features a thrilling
36-team league phase, which
perfectly aligns with Qatar Air-
ways' connectivity with Europe,
serving over 50 European desti-
nations from its home and hub at
Hamad International Airport in
Doha - The World's Best Airport
as voted by Skytrax in 2024. This
new partnership underscores the

airline's dedication to delivering
world-class services and creating
memorable experiences for foot-
ball fans in Europe and across the
globe, further solidifying its posi-
tion as the World's Best Airline.
To celebrate the partnership,
the Qatar Airways Privilege Club
will be offering UEFA Champions
League fans discounts of up to

12% on flight fares along with ex-
clusive ticket promotions. Fans
will also have access to exclusive
promotions and bespoke travel
solutions, such as UEFA Cham-
pions League travel packages, all
designed to celebrate the spirit of
sport while delivering unforget-
table experiences to football en-
thusiasts worldwide.

Qatar Airways Group Chief
Executive Officer, Badr Mo-
hammed al Meer said, “We are
thrilled to join forces with UEFA.
As the Official Airline Partner of
the UEFA Champions League,
Qatar Airways is dedicated to
transporting thousands of fans to
this esteemed competition. Our
partnership with the UEFA
Champions League not only
strengthens our connection with
Europe but also aligns perfectly
with our vision of fostering unity
and celebrating excellence. This
partnership highlights our com-
mitment to connecting people
worldwide through our network
of over 170 destinations, while
supporting this competition.”

UEFA President Aleksander
Ceferin, said, “Qatar Airways and
UEFA are united in their passion
for sports and global business
excellence. This shared commit-
ment is the foundation of our
long-lasting partnership as we
strive to provide football fans
with exceptional experiences.”
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LuLu on expansion spree in Oman;
opens new hypermarket in Mudhaibi

Lulu Hypermarket, Oman's lead-
ing retailer has further expanded
its presence in Oman with the
grand opening of its newest store
in Samad Al Shan, Mudhaibi on
September 18.

The inauguration of the outlet
was held under the patronage of
Sheikh Saud Bin Mohammed bin
Saud al Hinai, wali of Al Mud-
haibi, in the presence of senior
government officials in the sul-
tanate, Lulu group chairman
Yusuff Ali M A and other digni-
taries.

Spanning over 40,000sqft,
the Mudhaibi store is the 31st
store of Lulu in Oman. It offers a
wide range of products across
multiple categories, including
groceries, fresh produce, elec-
tronics, and more.

The spacious layout and mod-
ern design provide a comfortable
shopping experience for cus-
tomers.

The new store features anim-
proved décor with multiple
check-out counters and liberal
parking space to add to a relaxed
shopping experience.

Speaking at the launch, Yusuff
Ali emphasised the company's
commitment to serving the
Omani community and con-
tributing to the local economy.

“We are extremely grateful
for the continued support of the
Government of Oman and the

i

people of this beautiful country,’
he said.

"We are committed to foster-
ing a strong partnership with the
Omani community and con-

tributing to the nation's eco-
nomic growth. Our expansion
into Mudhaibi is a testament to
this commitment.

"By prioritising In Country

Value in our operations, we aim
to support local businesses, cre-
ate employment opportunities,
and develop a sustainable supply
chain. We believe that this ap-

proach will not only benefit our
customers but also contribute to
the overall development of
Oman,” he added.

The expansion of Lulu Hyper-

market reflects the company's
strategic approach to reaching
new markets and meeting the
evolving needs of its customers.
The new store is expected to be-

YUSUFF ALl

come a popular destination for
residents in the area, offering a
wide variety of products, com-
petitive prices, and excellent cus-
tomer service.

Lulu Hypermarket's commit-
ment to providing exceptional
value and service is evident in its
ongoing expansion.

The Mudhaibi store reflects
the company's dedication to en-
hancing the shopping experience
and contributing to the economic
development of the region.

Present also on the occasion
were Ananth A V, Director
Oman, Shabeer K A, Regional Di-
rector, Oman of the Lulu Group
and other officials.

Six Senses Zighy Bay in Oman
ranked 45th among world best

Six Senses Zighy Bay has been
named No. 45 in the global rank-
ing of The World's 50 Best Ho-
tels 2024. Following a successful
debut in 2023, the second edi-
tion of The World's 50 Best Ho-
tels has been announced at a
captivating awards ceremony in
London, and includes industry-
defining hotels from across six
continents worldwide.

This evening's awards cere-
mony once again brought to-
gether the global travel and
hospitality community to cele-
brate the world's best hotels.
Held at the historic Guildhall, the
event showcased exceptional
hotel experiences that will in-
spire consumers, travellers, and
hoteliers around the globe.

Nestled between the rugged
mountains and emerald waters of
Musandam Peninsula, Six Senses
Zighy Bay is a sustainable luxury
resort just two hours from Dubai.
The resort’s 82 Omani-style pool
villas blend seamlessly into the
breathtaking landscape. A pio-
neer in sustainability, Six Senses
Zighy Bay recycles 85% of its
waste and leads vital conserva-

tion efforts, including coral
restoration and marine life
preservation. The award-winning
spa guides guests on personal
wellness journeys, while the or-
ganic Dibba Farm and onsite Or-
ganic Garden produces fresh
ingredients for unforgettable
farm-to-table dining experiences.

Tim Brooke-Webb, Managing
Director for The World's 50 Best
Hotels, said, “We're thrilled to be

back in London celebrating the
second edition of The World's
50 Best Hotels. Bringing together
so many influential figures from
the travel industry to honour and
celebrate the world's finest hotel
experiences is truly a special mo-
ment. Our heartfelt congratula-
tions go out to every hotel on the
list, each of which has clearly
made a lasting impression on our
Academy of travel experts. We

hope 2024's list inspires travel
lovers to choose a truly spectac-
ular destination for their trips.”
Six Senses Zighy Bay's Gen-
eral Manager Diletta Guarino
said, “Being recognised among
The World's 50 Best Hotels is a
tremendous honour that reflects
our unwavering commitment to
sustainability, exceptional ser-
vice, and creating unforgettable
experiences for our guests.”

Rishav Raman’s ‘Dream Door’
earns international acclaim

Rishav Raman, an emerging
Oman-born filmmaker based in
Los Angeles, is making waves on
the international film festival cir-
cuit with his latest short film
Dream Door.

The film, which has garnered
multiple awards and accolades,
is a moving exploration of

themes such as isolation,
poverty, and the yearning for se-
curity.

Written and directed by
Raman, Dream Door is a Tamil
short film that narrates the story
of a young boy's longing for a
door for his tiny house to feel
safe when alone. The film fea-
tures rising talents Shakti Rithvik
and Mohammed Asif Hameed
and showcases the cinematogra-
phy of Nishant Arya and the
music composition of Meghana
Tadanki.

Having written over ten short
films, Dream Door is part of
Rishav's thesis at the New York
Film Academy.

The film has recently won
recognition in the festival circuit,
winning ‘Best Indian Short Film'
at the Poombukar International

Film Festival and securing the ti-
tles of ‘Best Student Film’ and
‘Best Director’ at the Triloka
Filmfare Awards. It has also
earned a place as a semi-finalist
at the prestigious Flickers' Rhode
Island International Film Festival,
an Oscar-qualifying event held in
New York.

With the short film set to re-
lease on YouTube soon, Rishav
has his creative calendar packed
with new projects. He has writ-
ten two feature screenplays and

two novels, which are currently
in development for potential sale
to production and publishing
companies.

Reflecting on his journey so
far during an interview with
Shoutout LA, a leading industry
journal in Los Angeles, Rishav
states: “I am pleased with the
learning and improvement | have
experienced over the past few
years. There is, of course, a long
way to go, but | am excited and
motivated for what lies ahead.”

IntercityHotel Oman

As the global travel and tourism
sector gears up to celebrate
World Tourism Day on Septem-
ber 27, IntercityHotel Oman is
inviting 'CityExplorers’ and urban
travellers who love to be ‘on the
move' to embark on sponta-
neous adventures and experi-
ence the magic of Oman.

In line with the spirit of the
day, the hotel chain is offering an
exclusive 'Stay & Win' contest
for its H Rewards members.

Aligned with on the ethos of
the World Tourism Day, which
highlights the significance of
tourism and its global impact, In-
tercityHotel is reaffirming its
commitment to promoting
Oman as a premier destination

for travellers seeking authentic
and enriching experiences.

It invites H Rewards members
to stay at one of its properties in
Muscat, Bawshar or Nizwa, to
experience Oman'’s unique natu-
ral landscapes, rich cultural her-
itage and its renowned
IntercityHotel hospitality, while
offering the chance opportunity
to win a stay in Dubai. The hotel
reiterates its commitment to
providing more than just a place
to stay.

With three prime properties
in and around Muscat, the Hotel
is well-positioned to support
Oman's tourism goals by cater-
ing to a diverse range of domes-
tic and international guests.

These properties are a hub of
urban energy, where travellers
can immerse themselves in the
local culture, connect with the

city's dynamic vibe, and enjoy
the buzzing atmosphere that de-
fines each location.

To participate in the ‘Stay &

Win' contest, H Rewards mem-
bers simply need to book a stay
at any of the IntercityHotel
Oman properties before

September 27. One lucky winner
will be chosen to enjoy a compli-
mentary one-night stay at the vi-
brant IntercityHotel Dubai
Jaddaf Waterfront, complete
with breakfast for two. This
stylish hotel is the perfect base
for exploring Dubai's vibrant cul-
ture and modern wonders.

Designed to provide flexible
and effortless experience, Inter-
cityHotel stays true to its
promise of delivering more than
expected, whether you are an
adventurer exploring hidden
gems or a business traveller
looking for a locally rooted base
for the trip.

Furthermore, H Rewards - the
loyalty program of H World In-

announces special ‘Stay & Win' offer for 'CityExplorers’

ternational, is designed to en-
hance the stay with exclusive
discounts and benefits across
global hotel brands. Members
staying at any of the three Inter-
cityHotel properties in Oman
during this promotional period
are eligible to win, adding an
extra thrill to their experience.

The raffle prize - a night at In-
tercityHotel Dubai Jaddaf Wa-
terfront - is a perfect example of
IntercityHotel's commitment to
offering unique, cosmopolitan
experiences. The ‘Stay & Win'
offer is more than just a chance
to win; it's a tribute to the adven-
turous spirit and the thrill of dis-
covery that IntercityHotel wants
to impart to its guests.
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China to ‘gradually resume’ importing seafood from Japan

Beijing, China - China has said
that it will ‘gradually resume’
importing seafood from Japan
following negotiations between
the two nations that guarantee
the safety of water released
from the closed Fukushima nu-
clear facility, according to a re-
port by Al Jazeera.

China and Japan on Friday
asserted that they had reached
a consensus in August over the
wastewater release.

In a statement, China’s Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs said that

it will gradually resume imports
of Japanese aquatic products
that meet the regulation re-
quirements and standards.
“China will begin to adjust the
relevant measures based on sci-
entific evidence and gradually
resume imports of Japanese
aquatic products that meet the
regulation requirements and
standards,” the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs said, as per Al
Jazeera.

The statement further in-
formed that officials from both

Officials from both sides had recently conducted several rounds of consultations on Fukushima discharge

sides had recently conducted
‘several rounds of consultations'
on Fukushima discharge.

Notably, China had imposed
a ban last year on all seafood
imports from Japan. The ban
was imposed following the re-
lease of treated wastewater
from the Fukushima Daiichi nu-
clear power plant, Nikkei Asia
reported.

Although, China was the only
country with such attack on
Japan, but the ban did pose a
serious threat to its neighbour,

as mainland China had ac-
counted for nearly 20 per cent
of Japanese seafood exports be-
fore the sanctions. Moreover,
the ration for Scallops was
roughly 50 per cent.
Japan-China bilateral rela-
tions soured sharply after China
imposed the ban following the
first release into the Pacific
Ocean on August 24 by Tokyo
Electric Power Company Hold-

ings Inc., operator of the
Fukushima plant.
ANI

Germany: Far-right in lead ahead of
Sunday'’s elections in Brandenburg

About two
million voters
will cast
ballots in
regional
elections in
the state

Berlin, Germany - The far-right
Alternative for Germany (AfD)
party is leading in the polls in
Brandenburg, one of Germany's
eastern states, ahead of elec-
tions on Sunday.

It is worrying large segments
of Germany.

Following state parliamentary
elections in Thuringia and Sax-
ony on September 1, about two
million voters will cast ballots in
regional elections in the state.

Opinion polls indicate that the
far-right, anti-immigrant AfD is
projected to lead with 28% of
the vote.

Chancellor Olaf Scholz's So-
cial Democrats (SPD) party is
expected to follow closely with
27%, while the centre-right
Christian Democratic (CDU) is
forecast to place third with 14%.

In the last state parliamentary
election in the Brandenburg,
known as a SPD's stronghold,
the SPD was first with 26.2% in
2019, while the AfD followed
with 23.5%.

In Brandenburg, the newly
founded left-populist Bundnis
Sahra Wagenknecht (BSW)
party is gaining ground, pro-

Opinion polls indicate that the far-right, anti-immigrant AfD is projected to lead with 28% of the vote

jected to finish fourth with 13%.
The BSW is expected to play
a crucial role in upcoming coali-
tion talks, while other parties
continue to reject any alliance
with the AfD because of o its
anti-democratic stance.

Worrying possibility

Burhan Kesici, president of the
Islamic Federation of Germany,
told Anadolu that group saw
AfD was the first and second
party in Thuringia and Saxony in
elections in September and said

it is a possibility that the far-right
party would be the first party in
the state.

He described it as a ‘worrying’
possibility.

Pointing out that not only the
far-right party, but other parties
have changed their ideas and
discourse, Burhan Kesici said:
“We see that politics is a little
harsher, especially on Muslims
and foreigners.”

Even if the AfD becomes the
first party in Brandenburg, it will
most likely not be able to form

the government, said Kesici.

"But the current government
parties will have a harsher policy
against foreigners and more re-
strictions on asylum and Mus-
lims,” he said, adding it might
cause further issues.

Kesici noted that the exclu-
sion of Muslims, immigrants and
Islamophobia have increased in
everyday life in Germany.

He said if the AfD becomes
the first party in Brandenburg,
the ideas it presents will be more
accepted in society, and the

party would be able to express
its ideas more openly.

“Even if there is not much
change at first, we expect
changes in the medium and long
term,” he noted.

"“Friedrich Merz, the chairman
of the CDU, became a candidate
for prime minister. It is likely that
he will now pursue a much
tougher and more right-wing
politics,” said Kesici. “Other par-
ties are likely to incorporate
right-wing views into their party
programmes.”

‘Devastating for
image of state’

Benjamin Lassiwe, president of
the Brandenburg Press Confer-
ence, said the AfD has been
strong in the state in recent
years and has been the first
party in opinion polls.

“This would be devastating
for the image of the state of
Brandenburg,” Lassiwe said
about the possibility of the AfD
coming first in the elections.

Pointing out that the far-right
party feeds on latent xenopho-
bia in the state, he stressed:
“The AfD has gained strength
due to the attack in Solingen last
month and the wave of refugees
in recent years.”

Lassiwe said people should
not want a radical right-wing
party to come to power in a
state like Brandenburg, which is
the centre of the economy: “The
fact that many small parties
cannot enter the state parlia-
ment also poses a danger.”

Ercan Yasaroglu, who has
lived in Germany for 42 years
and fought against racism in
various non-governmental or-
ganisations, pointed out if the
AfD comes to power at the fed-
eral level, immigrants will have
to migrate to avoid becoming
victims.

“If the AfD comes to power,
the European Union will fall
apart, the danger of war will in-
crease and we immigrants will
have to migrate in order not to
be victimised,” he said. “But | am
in favour of taking a stand in this
development process.”

Anadolu Agency

DR Congo: Tuluka's first 100 days of challenges

Kinshasa, DRC - One hundred
days ago, the first female-led
government in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo (DRC)
took office. Prime Minister Judith
Suminwa Tuluka's team consists
of 54 members, including 18
women.

The basis of the new govern-
ment's work is a programme
based on six pillars: national
economy, security, spatial plan-
ning, social well-being, responsi-
ble ecosystem management and
helping the population to develop
and strengthen necessary skills,
processes and resources.

Investment programme worth
billions

“It is still very early to really
talk about their record at the
head of government,” said Tresor
Kibangula, political analyst at the
Congolese research institute
Ebuteli. “Concrete results often
need more time to materialise.”

Nevertheless, a lot has already
happened in just over three
months. The government has
taken a series of measures, par-
ticularly in the economic sphere -

‘especially to reduce import
taxes, boost purchasing power
and lower food prices’, Kibangula
told DW.

The analyst also considers it a
good step that 11 members of the
government were selected as so-
called technocrats purely on the
basis of their expertise.

Suminwa Tuluka has an-
nounced an extremely ambitious
investment programme, estimat-
ing the scope at almost US$93bn
over the next five years.

The prime minister is trying to

Tuluka Suminwa is originally from Central Congo

‘translate  the president’s
promises and commitments into
concrete action’, said Kibangula.
President Felix Tshisekedi ‘has
promised more jobs, more secu-
rity and more purchasing power.
Also a more inclusive economy
and better efficiency of public
services,” he added.

On September 16, Suminwa
Tuluka introduced three bills in
the National Assembly: for the
Budget Act 2025, for the Ac-
counts Act 2024 and for the
Amending Budget Act 2024.

Opposition dissatisfied: “The
fish stinks from the head down’

As expected, the government
has found words of praise for its
programme, but observers have
been less enthusiastic.

That includes - also as ex-
pected - the opposition, with
Moise Katumbi's Together for
the Republic party saying Con-
golese authorities are primarily
dividing up resources among
themselves and leaving the pop-
ulation to live in misery.

“The fish stinks from the head

down,” party spokesman Herve
Diakiese told DW. “If you look at
the social situation and the eco-
nomic hardship of our population,
the persistent corruption, lack
and decay of infrastructure - the
balance is largely negative.’

“This government has shone
with words and promises,’ said
Jonas Tshiombela, national coor-
dinator of the New Congolese
Civil Society, a platform of civil
society organiSations, adding
that the people in charge had so
far done little more than speak in
front of cameras and travel.

“The only record we have from
this government is speeches and
this kind of helplessness in the
face of diplomatic questions
about the war in the east. There
is nothing consistent to record
that has been done for the benefit
of the people,” he said.

At the end of June, just a few
days after her inauguration, Sum-
inwa Tuluka visited the restive
east of Congo, where Congolese

forces have been fighting
Rwanda-backed rebels.
DW

South Carolina, US - A man
convicted of a 1997 murder
was killed by lethal injection
on Friday in the southeastern
US state of South Carolina.
This is the state’s first ex-
ecution of a death row in-
mate in 13 years. US media
reported  that Freddie
Owens, 46, was pronounced
dead at 6:55pm local time
(2255 GMT) after he was
given a lethal injection.
South Carolina Governor
Henry McMaster rejected
Owens' appeal for clemency
and the Supreme Court de-
nied a stay of the execution.
Owens was convicted in
1999 of the murder of conve-
nience store clerk Irene
Graves during a robbery in
Greenville, South Carolina in
1997.
He and another man en-

US: South Carolina
state carries out first
execution in 13 years

tered the store and stole
US$37 from a cash register
and led Graves to the back of
the store, where she was
shot in the head after she
was unable to open a safe.

Codefendant Steven
Golden had testified that
Owens was the one who shot
Graves and received a lesser
sentence.

He has since recanted his
testimony.

While on trial in 1999,
Owens killed a person incar-
cerated at a county jail. His
confession to that killing was
read to two different juries
and a judge who all sen-
tenced him to death.

Owens made no final
statement on Friday.

South Carolina’s last exe-
cution was in May 2011.

DW
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Recep Tayyip Erdogan

Erdogan
condemns
Israel’s
attacks in
Ledbanon

Istanbul, Turkey - Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan on Saturday con-
demned Israel’s attacks in
Lebanon, asserting that
these attacks have proven
Turkey's concerns about
Israel's ambitions to ex-
tend conflict throughout
the region.

Speaking to the media in
Istanbul ahead of his depar-
ture to New York, where he
will address the UN General
Assembly, Erdogan said
that Israel is carrying out at-
tacks like a terrorist group.

"With this attack (pager
explosions in Lebanon), Is-
rael demonstrated it has no
civilian sensitivities, it can
use any means to achieve
its hateful ambitions,” he
said.

This attack also indicates
that Israel is extending its
attacks throughout
Lebanon and the region,
with the support of some
Western countries, Erdogan
added.

The region is now facing
an ‘inexplicably huge crisis’,
the Turkish president said.

The president called on
the international commu-
nity, especially Western
countries, to 'stop watching
Israel’s heinous actions and
take deterrent steps'.
Anadolu Agency

Death toll from Israel airstrike
on Beirut's suburb rises to 37

Beirut, Lebanon - The death toll
from an Israeli airstrike on Friday
on Beirut's Southern Suburb re-
gion has climbed to 37, the
Lebanese health ministry stated
on Saturday.

In a statement, the ministry
said debris removal was ‘under-
way continuously'.

“Lebanon is witnessing a war
crime, as was evident in the Is-
raeli raid on the southern sub-
urb,” Firas Al-Abiad, Lebanese
health minister, said earlier in a
news conference.

He confirmed that among the
victims were seven women, three
children aged four, six, and 10,
and three Syrian nationals.

Al-Abiad said that there are a
significant number of unidentified
body parts at the scene, compli-
cating the identification of some
victims. "The war on Lebanon
continues, and we are preparing
to confront its repercussions," the
minister added.

The health minister reported
that 68 individuals injured in the
attack were transferred to 12 hos-
pitals across Beirut. Of these, 53
have since been discharged,
while 15 remain under medical
care, including two individuals in
critical condition.

The Israeli army said on Friday
it assassinated Hezbollah's top
military commander Ibrahim
Agil, along with senior comman-
ders from the group's elite Rad-
wan Force during its airstrike on
the southern suburb.

The strike marks the third at-
tack by Israel on the southern
suburb since an ongoing wave of
hostilities began nearly a year
ago. The airstrike occurred amid
a new wave of Israeli escalation
in Lebanon, with Israeli Defence
Minister Yoav Gallant announc-
ing Thursday that the conflict
with Hezbollah has entered ‘a
new phase’.

Meanwhile, Hamas on Satur-
day condemned the Israeli killing

The strike marks the third attack by Israel on Beirut's southern suburb since an ongoing wave of hostilities began nearly a year ago

of Hezbollah military commander
Ibrahim Agil, calling it a ‘foolish
act that will have consequences'.

Hezbollah confirmed the
death of Aqgil as well as of its mil-
itary commander Ahmed Wahbi
and 14 other fighters.

On Saturday, the Israeli army
conducted a series of airstrikes
on southern Lebanon and the
Bekaa region, according to an
Anadolu correspondent.

Air raid sirens have also been
activated in Kiryat Shmona and

several settlements in the Upper
Galilee, the Israeli Army Radio
said, adding that 25 rockets were
fired from Lebanon toward north-
ern Israel, causing several fires
but no casualties.

The sirens also echoed in
Safed and the Galilee Panhan-
dle region, signalling an in-
crease in hostilities. The Israeli
Channel 12 reported that the
army launched attacks in the
Litani River area deep inside
Lebanon, about 30km (18.6

miles) from the border.

A rocket fired from Lebanon
reportedly struck the Birya areain
Upper Galilee, prompting the Is-
raeli army to close off roads and
routes in the northern Golan
Heights.

Israel has closed its airspace in
the northern region due to secu-
rity concerns, local media re-
ported on Saturday. According to
the Israeli Public Broadcasting
Corporation, the airspace has
been closed from the city of
Hadera to the Lebanese border
for 24 hours due to escalating
tension in the region.

UN Security

Council meeting

The UN Security Council met
on Friday in an emergency ses-

sion on Lebanon, following an
uptick in cross-border fire be-
tween Hezbollah and Israeli
forces, and deadly wireless de-
vice explosions.

Rosemary DiCarlo, UN under-
secretary-general for political and
peacebuilding affairs, said alarm-
ing developments in Lebanon and
the region have come after nearly
one year of hostilities on an al-
most daily basis across the Blue
Line, a buffer zone separating Is-
rael and Lebanon.

“These exchanges have been
a repeated breach of the cessa-
tion of hostilities and in violation
of (Security Council) resolution
1701, she said.

Abdallah Bou Habib,
Lebanon's foreign minister, said:
“Israel, through this terrorist ag-

gression, has violated the basic
principles of international hu-
manitarian law ... and indiscrimi-
nately targeted civilians.”

Denouncing Israel as ‘a rogue
state’, he called on the council to
condemn the recent attacks, im-
plement resolution 1701 and
stand on the right side of history.

“Isn't this terrorism when you
target a whole population while
they tend to their daily life and
not fighting on the front?" he
asked.

Speaking on behalf of the Arab
Group, Syria's permanent repre-
sentative to the United Nations
Koussay Aldahhak said the dev-
astating recent attacks were de-
ployed without any regard to
international law or to humanity.

Agencies

More than 1,379 people were killed or injured in Haiti, and 428 kidnapped from April to June, according to the UN

Gang violence spreading
across Haiti: Rights expert

Bogota, Colombia - Gang vio-
lence is still spreading across
Haiti, while the UN-backed mis-
sion to combat crime in the
Caribbean country continues to
lack sufficient funds to act, UN
human rights expert William
O'Neill warned on Friday.

O'Neill, who concluded a visit
to Haiti this week, said gangs are
invading new territories as
weapons and ammunition enter
the country despite an interna-
tional embargo.

"Areas previously not im-
pacted by gang violence are
now directly impacted, with gal-
loping inflation, lack of basic
goods and flows of internally
displaced people,” O'Neill
warned at a news conference in

Port-au-Prince. “The human
rights and humanitarian conse-
quences are dramatic.”

He warned that the UN-
backed mission, led by 400
Kenyan police officers who ar-
rived in Haiti at the end of June,
has deployed less than one-quar-
ter of the promised contingent
and has less than two weeks left
in their initial one-year mandate.

“The equipment it has re-
ceived is inadequate, and its re-
sources are insufficient,” he said.

At least 2,900 troops were
promised by countries including
Antigua, Barbados, Bangladesh,
Belize, Benin, Chad, Bahamas and
Jamaica to help Haitian police.

More than 1,379 people were
killed or injured in Haiti, and 428

kidnapped from April to June, ac-
cording to the UN.

“The solutions are there, and
they already exist. But efforts
must be redoubled immediately,”
said O'Neeill.

He pointed out that the popu-
lation continues to suffer from
sexual violence, displacement
and children are being forcibly re-
cruited into gangs. The children,
he said, are ‘being used to carry
out attacks against public institu-
tions and police operations'.

"Youth are losing hope of a
better future,” he said.

Less than one-third of Haiti's
health services are functioning
normally, and almost five million
people are suffering from hunger.
Anadolu Agency

13 children among 21 killed in
Israeli airstrike on Gaza school

Gaza City, Palestine - At least 21
Palestinians, including 13 chil-
dren, were killed and several oth-
ers injured on Saturday in an
Israeli airstrike on a school shel-
tering displaced people in the
Zeitoun neighbourhood of Gaza
City, according to the Gaza gov-
ernment media office.

In a statement, the govern-
ment media office stated that 21
Palestinians, including 13 chil-
dren, six women, and an unborn
child, were killed in the airstrike.

It added that 30 others, in-
cluding nine children, were also
injured in the attack. The media
office said that 181 centres for
displaced individuals have been
targeted by Israeli forces since
the beginning of the war on Gaza.

Separately, a medical source
at the Al-Ahli Baptist Hospital in
Gaza City told Anadolu that the
victims were brought to the hos-
pital following the strike on the
school, which was housing hun-
dreds of displaced families.

Witnesses reported that the
Israeli airstrike hit the Asgoula
area in the Zeitoun neighbour-
hood, causing significant casual-
ties among those seeking refuge
in the school. The Israeli army
has acknowledged that it tar-
geted the school, claiming it was
being used by Hamas as a ‘com-
mand and control centre'.

Gaza death toll
risesto 41,391
Israeli army attacks killed 119

The victims were brought to Al-Ahli Baptist Hospital following the strike on the school housing displaced families

more Palestinians and injured
209 others in the Gaza Strip over
the last 72 hours, bringing the
death toll to 41,391 since last Oc-
tober 7, the Health Ministry in
the Palestinian enclave said on
Saturday.

A ministry statement added
that a total of 95,760 people
have been injured in Israeli at-
tacks since last October.

“Many people are still trapped
under rubble and on the roads as
rescuers are unable to reach
them," it added.

Meanwhile, five employees
of the Health Ministry in Gaza
were killed in an Israeli airstrike
on the ministry's storage facili-
ties in the Musbah area of
Rafah, southern Gaza, the min-
istry said on Saturday.

In a statement, the ministry
said that ambulances have been
unable to reach the site to re-
cover the bodies or assist the in-
jured and called on international
organisations to intervene to
protect and rescue those
trapped.

Since the start of the war on
Gaza on October 7, the Israeli
army has targeted Gaza's hospi-
tals and medical facilities, ren-
dering most out of service, and
putting the lives of doctors,
workers, and patients at risk, ac-
cording to Palestinian and inter-
national reports.

The Gaza government media
office reported that 986 medical
staff have been killed in the on-
going war.

Anadolu Agency
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Aam Aadmi Party leader Atishi

AAP leader Atishi
sworn in as Chief
Minister of Delhi

New Delhi - Aam Aadmi Party
leader Atishi took oath as Delhi
Chief Minister on Saturday at
Raj Niwas. Other AAP leaders,
including Saurabh Bharadwaj,
Gopal Rai, Kailash Gahlot,
Imran Hussain and Mukesh
Ahlawat also took oath as
council of ministers in the
Atishi-led Delhi cabinet.

At 43, Atishi has become
the third woman Chief Minister
of Delhi, following in the foot-
steps of Sushma Swaraj and
Sheila Dikshit. A prominent
leader of AAP, Atishi has
played a key role in improving
education in Delhi's govern-
ment-run schools during her
time as an advisor to the for-
mer Education Minister, Man-
ish Sisodia.

Atishi expressed mixed feel-
ings about the change in lead-
ership. She said that she is
happy about the trust placed in
her by outgoing CM Arvind Ke-
jriwal but is also sad that he has
resigned from his post. Speak-
ing to the media, she added
that she would work hard to
bring Kejriwal back as Chief
Minister after the upcoming as-

sembly elections.

“First of all, | would like to
thank the popular CM of Delhi,
AAP national convener, and my
guru - Arvind Kejriwal. He gave
me such a huge responsibility
and trusted me for it. This can
be done only in AAP, only
under the leadership of Arvind
Kejriwal, that a first-time politi-
cian becomes the CM of a
state. | come from an ordinary
family. Had | been in any other
party, perhaps | would not have
been given even an election
ticket,” Atishi said.

After taking oath as Delhi
Minister, AAP MLA Mukesh
Ahlawat said: “It's all because
of Arvind Kejriwal and Baba
Saheb that people like me be-
come the minister. We will
work as much as possible - the
priorities will be to work for the
people of Dalit and backward
communities.”

AAP leader and Delhi minis-
ter Kailash Gahlot said: “Arvind
Kejriwal's guidance as party's
national convenor will remain.
Our only goal is to continue to
work for the people of Delhi.”
ANI

PM Modi begins US-visit,
to hold talks with Biden

Modi will also attend a summit being hosted by UN General Assembly

New Delhi - Prime Minister
Narendra Modi who com-
menced his three-day visit to
the US on Saturday said he will
take part in various pro-
grammes and will have a bilat-
eral meeting with President
Biden.

Highlighting his schedule,
PM Modi informed that he will
also attend the Summit of the
Future, an event hosted by the
United Nations General Assem-
bly and will address a commu-
nity programme in New York.

In a social media post on X,
Modi wrote: “I will be on a visit
to USA, where | will take part in
various programmes. | will at-
tend the Quad Summit being
hosted by President Biden at his
hometown Wilmington. | look
forward to the deliberations at
the Summit. | will also be having
a bilateral meeting with Presi-
dent Biden. In New York, | will
be attending the Summit of the
Future. | will also be addressing
a community programme in the
city.”

In his departure statement
ahead of the US visit, PM Modi
said: “I look forward joining my
colleagues President Biden,
Prime Minister Albanese and
Prime Minister Kishida for the
Quad Summit. The forum has
emerged as a key group of the
like-minded countries to work
for peace, progress and prosper-
ity in the Indo-Pacific region.”

Modi will take part in the
sixth Quad Leaders’ Summit in
Wilmington, Delaware, which is
being hosted by Biden in his
hometown on September 21.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi emplanes for US to participate in the Quad Summit hosted by US President Joe Biden, on Saturday (AN

NARENDRA MODI

Quad brings together four
countries - India, Australia,
Japan, and the United States.
India will be hosting the Quad
Leaders’ Summit in 2025.

During his visit, Modi will
also interact with the Indian di-
aspora and American business
leaders.

"l am eagerly looking forward
to engaging with the Indian di-
aspora and important American
business leaders, who are the
key stakeholders and provide vi-
brancy to the unique partner-
ship between the largest and
the oldest democracies of the
world,” he stated.

Modi called the UN General
Assembly’s “The Summit of the
Future’ an opportunity for the
international community to
chart the road ahead for the bet-
terment of humanity.

The Prime Minister stated:
“The Summit of the Future is an
opportunity for the global com-
munity to chart the road ahead
for the betterment of humanity.
| will share views of the one sixth
of humanity, as their stakes in a
peaceful and secure future are
among the highest in the world.”

UN Secretary General Anto-
nio Guterres has called the
Summit a ‘once in a generation
UN Summit’. ‘Summit of the Fu-
ture' is an important milestone

in the history of the UN as it en-
ters the 80th year of its estab-
lishment in 2025.

Earlier, the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs spokesperson Rand-
hir Jaiswal informed on X: "PM
@narendramodi emplanes for
USA to participate in the 6th
Quad Leaders' Summit and to
address the UN ‘Summit of the
Future'.”

India and United States enjoy
a comprehensive global strate-
gic partnership covering almost
all areas of human endeavour,
driven by shared democratic
values, convergence of interests
on arange of issues, and vibrant
people-to-people contacts.

ANI

J-K: ‘Our priority is to restore statehood’, says Congress President Kharge

Jammu, Jammu and Kashmir -
Congress President Mallikarjun
Kharge stated on Saturday that
the priority of Congress is to re-
store statehood of Jammu and
Kashmir, adding that the State
has never been changed to
Union Territory before.

"The state has never been
changed to Union Territory. We
are asking, why have you not
given statehood to Jammu and
Kashmir, you have all the power,
then why are they doing it?"
congress president Kharge
asked BJP, while addressing a

press conference in Jammu.

“..We have declared seven
guarantees. Our priority is to re-
store statehood to J&K. The
second guarantee is to provide
a health insurance scheme that
will provide coverage of Rs 25
lakh to every family in the Union
Territory of Jammu and Kash-
mir.

Further describing Congress
Party's promises for Jammu and
Kashmir, he said: “A monthly
benefit of Rs 3,000 will be given
to women heads of families. An
interest-free loan of Rs 5 lakh

Mallikarjun Kharge at a press conference in Jammu on Saturday (AN

will also be given to
women...OBCs to get their rights
as enshrined in the Constitu-
tion... 1 lakh jobs are vacant
when we come into power will
notify them immediately...”

He accused BJP of not doing
anything for Union Territory.

"BJP said they would give 5
lakh jobs but they have been
here for 5 years but they have
not done anything,” Kharge said.

On being asked about BJP
leader Devinder Rana's state-
ment of NC leader Omar Ab-
dullah meeting BJP he said ‘that

was past now, we are in al-
liance'.

Meanwhile, a voter turnout of
61.13% was registered in the
first phase polling in Jammu and
Kashmir assembly polls, which
were held on 24 constituencies
in seven districts.

According to Election Com-
mission data, the voting per-
centage was 61.13% till 11.30pm.

Kishtwar district recorded
the highest turnout at 80.14%
followed by Ramban at 70.55%,
Doda at 71.34%, Kulgam at
62.60%, Anantnag at 57.84%

and Shopian at 55.96%.

Jammu and Kashmir is wit-
nessing an interesting contest
with several political parties and
independents in the fray. Na-
tional Congress and Congress
have allied, though they are also
in friendly contest on some
seats.

This is the first election in
Jammu and Kashmir after the
abrogation of Article 370. Lead-
ers have held hectic campaigns
to boost the prospects of their
party candidates.

ANI

Bangladesh Army urges peace, harmony
amid deadly violence in hilly regions

Dhaka, Bangladesh - Amidst ten-
sions and violence in
Bangladesh'’s hilly regions, which
claimed four lives, the
Bangladesh Army has issued an
appeal to the public, urging them
to maintain peace and harmony.

“The ongoing tension may
turn into violent riots in the three
hill districts. Leading individuals
are urgently requested to assist
the law enforcement agencies in
de-escalating the ongoing ten-
sion,” the Inter-Services Public
Relations Directorate (ISPR) said
in a statement.

“Necessary legal action will be
taken after identifying the real
culprits by conducting a proper
investigation. The people are
specially requested to maintain
peace and harmony in the three

hill districts,” it said.

Notably, Chittagong Hill
Tracts (CHT) has long history of
conflicts. In1997, the Bangladesh
government signed a peace ac-
cord with Parbatta Chattagram
Jana Sanghatti Samiti, the largest
tribal group that controlled the
Santibahini, a militia. After the ac-
cord, some smaller groups in-

cluding United People’'s Demo-
cratic Front (UPDF) rejected it.

On September 18, one Md.
Mamun (30), the father of de-
ceased Noor Nabi, was killed in a
mass thrashing by some people
in Khagrachari district headquar-
ters over the theft of a motorcy-
cle, the statement said.

Later, Sadar police station re-

covered the body of the deceased
and handed it over to the family
after post-mortem, the state-
ment added.

“A protest march was taken
out from Dighinala College on the
next day (September 19) after-
noon based on this incident.
While the procession was cross-
ing Boalkhali Bazar in Dighinala,
some terrorists of UPDF (origi-
nal) attacked the procession and
fired 20-30 rounds. In view of
this, the angry mob set fire to
some shops in Boalkhali Bazar,”
the statement said.

"It is to be noted that six peo-
ple from both sides were injured
during the clash and they were
sent to hospitaks for treatment,”
the statement said.

ANI

IN SRI LANKA

People arrive at a polling station to cast votes for presidential poll in Colombo, Sri Lanka, on Saturday (xinhua)
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DAILY CROSSWORD

ACROSS

1) Diner seating area

6) Freudian topics

10) Wet blanket?

14) Lapis lazuli color

15) Church area

16) Brightly colored parrot
17) Ice cream shop stock
18) Fertile Crescent nation
19) Wilson of "Wedding
Crashers”

20) Very rarely

23) Born, in bios

24) With 48-Across, Al-
toids alternative

25) Lab assistant of film
26) Wrestler's surface
27) Lemony taste

29) Mythical flier

32) Assailed

35) Poor, as excuses go
36) Like some conse-
quences

37) Zwieback, e.g.

40) Olden times

471) Sign for a fortune-
teller

42) Airline seat selection
43) Classic Jaguar model
44) Colorful equine

45) Econ. yardstick

46) As follows

48) See 24-Across

49) Was in session

52) 1978 Commodores hit
57) Loaf end

58) Leprechaun land

59) Hoops two-pointer
60) Russian range

61) Capital on the Tiber
62) Strong thread

63) Dummy

64) Fit of pique

65) McGregor, Connery et
al, by birth

DOWN

1) A breadwinner brings it
home

2) Bluish 45-Down

3) Scale unit

4) Walnut, but not peanut
5) Pause

6) Computer of the '40s
7) Attire

8) Track shape

9) Glittery, as a gown

10) Replay effect, briefly
11) "Sure thing!"

12) Lunch box treat since
1912

13) Pitcher Early in Coop-

erstown
21) Tiny criticism
22) Omelet need

26) Medieval war club
27) No longer available
28) Revival shout

30) Like the Sabin vaccine
31) Hand over

32) River of Hades

33) Furry "Star Wars" crit-
ter

34) Its depth is measured
in auto inspections

35) Dalai _

36) Plumbing problem
38) Fan club members

39) Booed decisions in -

sports

44) Feel regret for

45) One state of matter

47) Chat-starting word
48) Basic principle
49) Final authority

50) Of legal age

51) Pounds the keys

52) Sound of heavy im-
pact
53) Medal awardee

54) Links choice

55) Classic Chevalier song

56) Not of the cloth
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YOUR DAILY HORO

ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19

A rude or insensitive person could cause you some complications
this morning, but at the same time they will help give you a fresh
perspective on your life. They'll show you who you don't want to
be! Take notes on their behavior. You are doing perfectly fine
with your choices lately, so don't listen if this person criticizes
you or gives you unsolicited advice. Smile sweetly and then
ignore them.

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20

Be careful of other people who seem too good to be true today,
because they probably are. Your instincts about people are usually
right, so if you fear that someone who is making big claims is full of
hot air, alert those in power about your reservations. There is
nothing wrong with demanding proof before you buy into anyone's
story. Your skepticism might make waves today, but in the end it
will save everyone a lot of stress and regret. They'll thank you for it.

GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21

Right now it's your emotional nature that is going to be your driving

N force in life, but that needs to start changing. You need to think more

with your brain and less with your heart. It isn't steering you wrong,
but it could be sending you in circles. Think things through and get
some alone time if you feel that you need it. Being practical might not
feel very sexy, but it's definitely the intelligent way to go.Temptations
soon disappear when you look at them with a critical eye.

CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22

You will be doing yourself a service by taking your time today,

=~ especially in terms of any decisions you have to make. From what

kind of coffee drink you want to order to what investment fund to
buy into, you need to think things through. Your instincts seldom let
you down, but they could be tied up in some distracting (albeit
exciting) emotional stuff right now. Get help thinking things
through.

,ft\%: LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22
X - The past is coming back not to haunt you but to thrill you!

# “%_ Whether it's an old flame returning to town to see what you're up
to, an old photo you find that stirs up some hilarious memories, or
even just an old song that reminds you of summer camp, your past
is suddenly very present. This is a wonderful day to travel down
memory lane and let yourself remember the person you used to
be and, of course, marvel at the person you have become.

1y

A\\{

pressure. Today, you need to move away from multitasking and just
try to focus on one thing at a time. When you talk on the phone, just
talk and listen. Don't force yourself to deal with working on a project

VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22

Running around at a frantic pace is not going to help you get more
stuff done. It will only give you stress and increase your blood

or grocery shopping at the same time. Toward the end of the day

you will start to finally find a nice rhythm.

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22

[ANA) Try to make finding out about people from other cultures your
new hobby today. Different beliefs and customs can offer you
some fresh new ideas and inspire you to find a way around a
problem that's been plaguing you. New ways of thinking and a
foreign perspective will give your creativity a boost. They will give
you the drive you've been lacking for a while now. It's an ideal day
to step out of your comfort zone and into someone else’s world.
¥ ¥ SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21
e;—?%&’:;s Try to avoid making any impulse buys right now, especially on
,::, big-ticket items. Throwing your money around without thinking

it through could chip away at the careful balance you've been

working so hard to achieve. Shift from relying on credit cards to

using cash to pay for things. That way you'll always understand

that you are giving something up every time you make a

purchase.

SCOPE

SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER21

Even without trying you're going to be a source of inspiration for
someone today, and they won't be shy about letting you know it.

You might feel embarrassed at first by the fawning attention, but

you'll get used to it eventually. Don't miss your chance to soak up

the spotlight that they're shining on you. This is your time at center
stage and it won't last long. Enjoy it as much as you can, and believe

in your heart that you deserve every single accolade you get.

there's someone in your social group everyone dislikes but you,
then maybe you should give this person another, more objective

review. Your tendency to see the good side in people is

CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19

Are you being too idealistic about a new person in your life? If

charming and generous, but it's not always useful for keeping

yourself protected against those who might not be healthy for

your life goals. Do not accept negative habits.

for you, so listen to their feedback and follow their advice as closely as

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18

Checking in with the people you like spending time with is what you

need right now to stay grounded. Your friends might know what is best

possible. Your pace may get you where you want to go more quickly,

but it could also be leaving a few people behind. So slow down and

spend more time with the people you care about. Make time to share a

meal, long phone conversation, or a short road trip to somewhere fun.

PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20

»e
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ar?

authority? Dissent is not only acceptable in this situation, it is wise. If

Why do you have to take at face value the rules of someone who is in

you have an issue with what they are decreeing, then step up to this

person and say so. Of course, make sure you communicate in the

most respectful and diplomatic way possible! Compromise is feasible,

and the act of standing up for what you think is a powerful way to

make a great impression on influential people. They will respect it.

TEST YOUR
KNOWLEDGE

01. Who wrote the music for
the musical "A Chorus Line"?
A. Lionel Bart

B. Stephen Sondheim

C. Leonard Bernstein

D. Marvin Hamlisch

02. Indycar sportsman Scott
Dixon, who won his first Indy
championship in 2000 and
whose ratio of wins to career
starts is the best of all-time reg-
ular drivers in the IRL, comes
from where?

A. Japan

B. New Zealand

C. Alaska

D. New Guinea

03. What word describes an
open artificial water channel, in
the form of a gravity chute, that
leads water from a diversion
dam or weir?

A. Flood

B. Flume

C. Fluke

D. Fleet
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KIDS COLOURING

BOGGLER

DO YOU SUDOKU?

LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1to 9 and
only one instance of each number
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Each game will present you with a

matrix filled with letters. The
objective is to form words by
linking adjacent letters - to the left,
right, on top, bottom, or diagonal
to each other. The Boggles Classic
game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words
are valued at one point for each
letter in excess of two letters. A
three letter word is worth one
point, a four letter word is worth
two points, and so on. Valid words
must be at |east three letters long.

SOLUTION

20-25 words: Excellent,
15-20 words: Very good,
10-15 words: Good,

5-10 words: Average

O O O

WORD BUILDER

You have three minutes to find
all the words contained in this
word.

Rules: Words should be at least
four letters long, proper nouns
and duplicates don't count

SUDOKU EASY ANSWER
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DIAZ AT THE DOUBLE

Colombian
forward
dazzles for
Liverpool;
Chelsea,
Fulham win

Liverpool, England - A quick-fire
double from Luis Diaz set Liver-
pool on course for a comprehen-
sive 3-0 Premier League home
win against Bournemouth on
Saturday as the Reds bounced
back from last week's embar-
rassing 1-0 loss to Nottingham
Forest.

Diaz was electric in the first
half, papering over Liverpool's de-
fensive frailties with a brilliant at-
tacking display from the left wing
that overpowered the visitors,
with the game effectively over as
a contest by halftime.

Arne Slot's side had the VAR
to thank for chalking off an early
Bournemouth goal from Antoine
Semneyo due to offside, with the
groans of the home fans who
feared another shock defeat turn-
ing to whoops of joy as the goal
was overturned.

Diaz then went to work, forcing
keeper Kepa Arrizabalaga into a
fine save in the eighth minute, and
he threatened several more times
before finally beating Kepa to a
long ball and rattling it home in
the 26th minute.

Less than three minutes later
Diaz had his second goal as
Bournemouth were sliced open
by a five-on-four break, the
Colombian using his left foot to

Liverpool's Luis Diaz celebrates with teammates after scoring against Bournemouth on Saturday

drive the ball between the legs of
the advancing Kepa for his fifth
goal in five league games.

Darwin Nunez then added a
brilliant third, attacking down the
right and slowing down before
suddenly accelerating again to cut
inside and curl home a left-foot
shot to make it 3-0.

With the game out of the visi-
tors' reach, there was little of note

in the second half save for the
Premier League debut of Liver-
pool's Enrico Chiesa, who came
off the bench and provided a
glimpse of the talent that
prompted the Merseysiders to
pay Juventus a reputed 10 million
pounds ($13.32 million) for him.
Despite their offensive domi-
nance, Liverpool still looked occa-
sionally vulnerable at the back

and keeper Caoimhin Kelleher
had to claw away the ball after it
hit the bar from a late corner, but
Bournemouth could not find a
way back into the game and the
hosts ran out easy winners.
Earlier, Nicolas Jackson scored
twice to help Chelsea to a third
straight away win with a 3-0 vic-
tory at London rivals West Ham
United that suggested new coach

Enzo Maresca is getting his huge
squad to gel.

Jackson capitalised on poor
defending to find the net in the
fourth minute when he sprinted
down the wing, cut inside unchal-
lenged and beat Alphonse Areola
with a low shot.

Fourteen minutes later the
Senegal striker was left in space
by West Ham's defenders to re-

ceive a pass from Moises Caicedo
and double Chelsea's lead.

West Ham were 3-0 down lit-
tle more than a minute into the
second half when Jackson, on the
break, teed up Cole Palmer and
the England striker fired home
from the edge of the box.

Striker  Dominic ~ Solanke
scored his first goal for Totten-
ham  Hotspur as  Ange

Postecoglou's team recovered
from conceding inside the open-
ing minute to beat Brentford 3-1.
Bryan Mbeumo's acrobatic
volley stunned the home crowd
but 65-million-pound ($86.59-
million) signing Solanke calmed
the jitters when he tappedinare-
bound in the eighth minute.
Brennan Johnson fired Totten-
ham ahead after 28 minutes but
Tottenham's lead looked vulner-
able in the second half until James

Maddison was set up Son Heung-
min to make it 3-1.

Meanwhile, Fulham's Raul
Jimenez, Emile Smith Rowe and
Reiss Nelson all scored in a 3-1
victory over Newcastle United at
Craven Cottage on Saturday, giv-
ing Eddie Howe's team their first
defeat of the Premier League sea-
son.

Newcastle, whose solid start to
the campaign came to a screech-
ing halt, are sixth in the table on
10 points after five games, while
Marco Silva's Fulham are eighth
with eight points after their sec-
ond victory this season.

Aston Villa denied Wolver-
hampton Wanderers their first
victory in the Premier League this
season after they came from be-
hind to win their West Midlands
derby 3-1 at Villa Park with two
late goals on Saturday.

Mikel Arteta

"We have been preparing for Man City since pre-season’

London, England - Arsenal wrap
up a gruelling week on the road
with a third straight away game
when they face champions
Manchester City in the Premier
League on Sunday and manager
Mikel Arteta said his squad had
been preparing for the clash
since pre-season.

After beating Tottenham Hot-
spur away in a north London
derby last weekend, Arsenal flew
to Bergamo and got a goalless
draw at Atalanta in the Champi-
ons League on Thursday. They

have little time to rest, however,
with City next up at the weekend.

Pep Guardiola’s side have
edged Arsenal to win the title in
the last two seasons and once
again the two clubs are first and
second in the league after four
games, with City two points clear
at the top.

“We've been preparing for
this since pre-season. Obviously,
we knew the schedule and we
know that it's extremely rare to
play in these conditions with
three massive away games in six

MIKEL ARTETA

days,” Arteta said. “But it was
what it was so we have prepared

for that, both physically, mentally
and tactically. We're making
sure that everyone is ready for it
because we're going to need
them, especially with the injuries
that we had from the interna-
tional break.”

Arsenal skipper Martin Ode-
gaard remains sidelined with an
ankle injury sustained on duty
with Norway and Arteta is un-
sure of his return date.

"We need to see the develop-
ment in the next week or so, how
the ankle reacts first of all and

then the staff will give me an up-
date on the time frame and how
long he'll be out for.”

Arteta added that there were
no fresh injuries after the draw at
Atalanta but had hoped for an
extra day of rest after City drew
at home to Inter Milan on
Wednesday. “We wanted the
same as them, we're not getting
it, so we have to adapt and make
the most of the time that we
have today and tomorrow and on
the morning of the match to pre-
pare in the best way.”

Push for better schedule must
come from players, says Guardiola

Manchester, England - The push
for a more favourable match
schedule must come from the
players, Manchester City man-
ager Pep Guardiola said on Fri-
day, three days after his
midfielder Rodri warned that
players could be close to strike
action over their increased work-
load.

Guardiola's comments on Fri-
day came ahead of his side's
clash with Arsenal on Sunday
and amid a tough stretch of
seven games in three weeks for
the reigning Premier League
champions.

“Many, many voices are talk-
ing about it,” Guardiola told re-
porters. “If something is going to
change, it must come from the
players. The business can be
without managers, without
sporting  directors,  without
media, without owners, but with-
out the players - cannot be
played.

"It is not just Rodri (speaking
out), it is many, many players,
and not just in this country, but
around the world people are
starting to talk, so we will see.”

Guardiola was non-committal

Pep Guardiola with Rodri

about whether Kevin de Bruyne
will play on Sunday after his cap-
tain limped off at halftime of their
0-0 draw with Inter Milan in the
Champions League on Wednes-
day, and did not play the second
half. “He feels a bit better today.
Tomorrow we're training and
we'll see. He could be (in-
volved),” the manager said.
Sunday's  mouth-watering

clash features the league cham-
pions and the runners-up from
the past two seasons. Both are
unbeaten so far and coming off
midweek Champions League
draws. City top the league after
four games as the only team with
a100% record.

“Every season they (Arsenal)
get stronger, the depth of the
squad. Even season is even better

Real Madrid
to play

new club
tournament
final in Qatar

Zurich, Switzerland - The
first edition of the annual
FIFA Intercontinental Cup
for club teams from around
the world will have five
matches, with European
Champions League winners
Real Madrid to play in the
final on Dec. 18 in Doha.

The tournament, which
was announced in Decem-
ber last year, replaces the
annual Club World Cup
which will now be played
every four years with 32
teams from 2025.

AFC Champions League
winners Al Ain will first host
OFC Champions League
winners Auckland City on
Sept. 22 in the African-
Asian-Pacific Cup playoff,
with the winners set to face
CAF Champions League
winners Al Ahly in Cairo on
Oct. 29.

The first two games will
be on the home turf of the
higher-ranked team.

Leverkusen keen to continue
momentum, says Alonso

Leverkusen, Germany - After a
resounding Champions League
win over Dutch side Feyenoord
in midweek, Bayer Leverkusen
are determined to keep the mo-
mentum rolling when they face
V{L Wolfsburg in the Bundesliga
on Sunday, coach Xabi Alonso
said.

Fifth-placed Leverkusen, who
became the first team to finish a
Bundesliga season unbeaten as
they clinched the title, began
their league campaign with an
unconvincing win over Borussia
Moenchengladbach before los-
ing to RB Leipzig.

Since then, they have
recorded a 4-1victory at Hoffen-
heim and were by far the better
side in their 4-0 away win over
Feyenoord on Thursday, with
Alonso calling for more of the
same in their home game against
12th-placed Wolfsburg.

“"We don't have much time to
prepare for Wolfsburg but that's
nothing new for us,” the Spaniard
told reporters on Friday.

“Today the focus is on regen-
eration and then tomorrow it's
match preparation. We have to
make the best use of the time we

Xabi Alonso

have. “It's important that we do
the things that we did against
Feyenoord and bring them onto
the pitch on Sunday as well. We
expect everyone to be available.
We have a deep squad, every-
one's ready.”

Alonso also hailed the im-
provement shown in recent
weeks by striker Victor Boniface,
who netted twice and recorded

an assist in the win over Hoffen-
heim, adding: "We see a devel-
opment with Boni from week to
week.

“He's very important for us
and has a big influence on our
play. His influence off the pitch is
also positive, he brings fun to the
dressing room and is a good
character. We have to help him
to play well.”
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Norris
beats
Verstappen
to pole for
Singapore
Grand Prix

Singapore - Lando Norris put
McLaren on pole position for
the Singapore Grand Prix on
Saturday with Red Bull's For-
mula One championship leader
Max Verstappen joining his
closest title rival on the front
row in a dramatic session under
the floodlights.

Seven-times world champion
Lewis Hamilton qualified third
with Mercedes team mate
George Russell fourth and
MclLaren's Oscar Piastri fifth in
a top 10 shootout briefly halted
by last year's winner Carlos
Sainz crashing his Ferrari.

The pole was Norris's fifth of
the season, sixth of his career
and third in the last four races.

"The car's been feeling good
and when you have a good feel-
ing car and you're confident,
you can go out and push and
get the lap time," said Norris,
who was fastest in practice on
Friday and Saturday.

"So | did the job | had to do
today and excited to see what
we can do tomorrow."

Max Verstappen (L) with Lando Norris

STAGE ALL SET FOR A
BLOCKBUSTER CLASH

Verstappen leads Norris by
59 points with seven rounds re-
maining and the start will be
crucial, with overtaking tricky
on the Marina Bay circuit.

"l don't know if it was cold
tyres, dirty air or | was... big
snap," said the Spaniard over
the team radio.

The crash meant Verstappen
had his flying lap deleted under
yellow flag rules and left seven
drivers without a time on the
board and only eight minutes
remaining in which to set one.

The clock then ticked below
four minutes before the two
McLarens made the first move.

Norris went top with a lap of
one minute 29.525 seconds,
with Hamilton second before
Verstappen went faster but still

0.203 off the McLaren's pace.

"I'm happy to be on the front
row if you look at where we
came from yesterday," said
Verstappen who was only 15th
in second practice and has yet
to win in Singapore.

"I'll take second. I'm happy
with that...in Singapore a lot of
things can happen, but at least
we have a shot at it like this."

Youssoufa Moukoko of Nice celebrates with Dante after scoring against

Saint-Etienne

VWe should be

ashamed, says Petrot
of Saint-Etienne after
8-0 thrashing at Nice

Nice, France - Saint-Etienne de-
fender Leo Petrot said Friday's 8-
O loss at Nice was a “disgrace” for
the newly promoted Ligue 1 club.

Dylan Batubinsika's fourth-
minute own goal started a deba-
cle for the visitors as Nice
doubled their lead three minutes
later, with Youssoufa Moukoko's
brace making the hosts this cen-
tury's first team to score six goals
in the first half of a French top-
flight game.

“There's no analysis. It's a dis-
grace what we did. We should be
ashamed for ourselves, for our
supporters and for all the work
we put in,” Petrot told DAZN
after Saint-Etienne suffered their
fourth loss in five league games
this season.

“To concede eight goals, to be

nonexistent in our state of mind
and in duels. | don't know what to
say.”

The win coincided with Nice's
120th anniversary celebrations,
with head coach Franck Haise
saying the result would remain
engraved in his mind forever.

“Matches with such scores do
not happen often, if ever,” Haise
said amid a festive atmosphere at
Stade de Nice, with the hosts
claiming their second win in five
Ligue 1 matches.

Petrot said Saint-Etienne
would try to put this result behind
them as soon as possible, with
their next match at Nantes com-
ing up on Sept. 29. “"We've got 10
days to work really hard... We'll
be looking ahead to the next
game very quickly,” Petrot said.

LIV Golf's Brooks Koepka
was part of last year's U.S.
Ryder Cup team

‘LIV Golf
players
eligible for
US Ryder
Cup team’

Texas, US - LIV Golf players
have been deemed eligible
to compete in the PGA
Championship and for U.S.
Ryder Cup teams going for-
ward, the PGA of America
said on Thursday. The PGA
of America said its board
made the decision to ensure
the year's second major can
have a strong field while fu-
ture US Ryder Cup teams
will have access to the best
US players.

LIV Golf's Brooks Koepka
was part of last year's U.S.
Ryder Cup team due to a
grace period that allowed
him to remain a PGA of
America member through
2024. That same grace pe-
riod also applied to LIV Golf
players competing in the
PGA Championship.

"Going forward, all LIV
Golf players are eligible for
the PGA Championship and
any American player who
qualifies for the Ryder Cup
on points or is added to the
U.S. team as a captain'’s pick
is eligible to compete,” the
PGA of America said.

McLaren to ‘make minor adjustments’
to rear wing after talks with FIA

Singapore - Formula One leaders
McLaren will modify the rear
wings on their cars after talks
with the governing FIA at the Sin-
gapore Grand Prix following con-
cern from rival teams.

The British-based team went
top of the standings in Azerbai-
jan last weekend but drew
scrutiny of how the rear wing
functioned at speed, with talk of
a 'mini-DRS' drag reduction ef-
fect.

“Whilst our Baku rear wing
complies with the regulations
and passes all FIA deflection
tests, McLaren have proactively
offered to make some minor ad-
justments to the wing following
our conversations with the FIA,"
the team said in a statement on
Friday.

“"We would also expect the
FIA to have similar conversations
with other teams in relation to
the compliance of their rear
wings.”

McLaren are 20 points clear
of champions Red Bull in the con-
structors’ standings with seven
grands prix and three sprints re-
maining.

Red Bull

boss Christian

McLaren are ahead of Red Bull in the race for the constructors' title after finishing first and fourth in Baku

Horner earlier told Sky Sports
television that he expected the
FIA to ban the Mclaren rear
wing. “I'd be surprised if we saw
it again,” he said. "It sets a prece-
dent... we don't want to rush to
design wings that deform like
that. If it's deemed okay, then ev-
erybody will do the same.”

McLaren boss Zak Brown em-
phasised that the car had passed
every test.

“Good on our team for coming
up with something that is high
performance,” he said.

"l think it's great for the cham-
pionship. We're running at the
front, so there are going to be

things that are clearly working
well on our race car.

“Everyone else is going to try
to speed up and slow us down at
the same time. Welcome to For-
mula One."

The flexing feature offers
maximum effect on low down-
force tracks like Baku and would

MCLAREN

be of far less benefit on a circuit
like Singapore.

“I think it's more than border-
line. We all saw the video and the
picture of this,” said Ferrari boss
Fred Vasseur, who had Charles
Leclerc finish second in Baku, of
the flexing.

“And it's a bit frustrating
when, if you remember perfectly
the situation in Monza, we had
five cars in 200th of a second.
And you move from P1, P2 to P5,
P6 for 200th of a second,” added
the Frenchman.

“In Baku, we arrive 10 lapsin a
row, side by side, at turn One.
You can imagine that we have a
bit of frustration.”

New Champions League format forces
clubs to win, says Atletico’s Simeone

Madrid, Spain - The new Cham-
pions League format forces
teams to go for the win, Atletico
Madrid head coach Diego Sime-
one said after his side fought
back from a deficit to grab a late
2-1 victory over RB Leipzig on
Thursday.

The European top-flight has
switched from a group stage to a
league phase where 36 teams
play eight matches each, with
the top eight in the table pro-

gressing directly to the next
round, while the next 16 teams
enter a two-legged playoff.
“This format forces us to win.
Today a draw is of little use... if
we can't (win), we will have to
get something out of it,” Simeone
told Movistar after the 2-1home
win in their campaign opener.
“I'm totally satisfied, the
match was very good. I'd have
said the same with a draw. We
played the game in different

ways and with different players.

“The players interpreted it
well and we won a necessary
game... what we imagined hap-
pened. We controlled 80% of
the game.”

Atletico, who are unbeaten
this season in all competitions,
will travel to Portugal's Benfica
for their next Champions League
match on Oct. 2.

“It'll be another battle,” Sime-
one said.

Diego Simeone (R) celebrates José Maria Giménez's 90th-minute winner

against RB Leipzig with Atletico Madrid players
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Afghanistan’s Rashid Khan celebrates after taking a South African wicket

Afghanistan thrash
South Africa to seal
one-day series

Sharjah, United Arab Emirates -
Afghanistan registered another
emphatic victory over South
Africa on Friday, beating them by
177 runs in the second one-day
international to take an unbeat-
able 2-0 lead in the three-match
series in Sharjah.

Rahmanullah Gurbaz hit a
record-setting  century as
Afghanistan reached 311-4 off
their 50 overs and then Rashid
Khan, celebrating his 26th birth-
day, took five wickets to skittle
out South Africa for 134.

The win sealed the series for
Afghanistan, who had registered
a first ever triumph over South
Africa when they won the open-
ing ODI on Wednesday by six
wickets.

Afghanistan were always on
top in Friday's contest after win-
ning the toss and electing to bat,
putting the South African attack
to the sword from the start as the
flat track offered little for the
bowlers to work with.

Gurbaz became Afghanistan's
most prolific ODI centurion, with
seven to his name, as he scored
105 off 110 balls while an un-
beaten 86 from Azmatullah
Omarzai ensured they posted an
imposing target.

Opener Gurbaz kept the
scoreboard consistently ticking
over, taking 56 balls to reach his
half century, before spending a
couple of overs nervously ap-
proaching his ton, finally sweep-

ing behind square leg to go to
three figures.

Omarazi's runs came off 50
balls and included six sixes at the
end of the innings as South
Africa’s bowlers wilted in the
heat and were hit to all corners.

There was also 50 for Rahmat
Shah before he was stumped off
the bowling of debutant spinner
Ngabayomzi Peter.

South Africa made a positive
start to their reply as captain
Temba Bavuma, back after ill-
ness kept him out of the first
game, and Tony de Zorzi put on
73 for the first wicket.

But after Bavuma skyed a
bouncer and was caught by Mo-
hammad Nabi off Omarazi, wick-
ets tumbled in quick succession.

Khan, who had struggled with
a hamstring injury while batting,
was destroyer-in-chief with 5-19
in nine overs while left arm spin-
ner Nangeyalia Kharote cleaned
up the tail with 4-26.

INDIA TIGHTEN GRIP

Ashwin takes
three wickets
after Pant and
Gill tons as hosts
close in on big
win against
Bangladesh

Chennai, India - India set
Bangladesh a mammoth victory
target of 515 and then reduced
them to 158-4 to close in on a
comprehensive victory on day
three of the opening Test be-
tween the neighbouring coun-
tries on Saturday.

Bangladesh began well but
some smart catching by the Indi-
ans and three wickets for home
hero Ravichandran Ashwin rat-
tled the tourists.

Skipper  Najmul  Hossain
Shanto (51) and all-rounder
Shakib Al Hasan (five) were in
the middle when bad light forced
early stumps with Bangladesh
still needing a hefty 357 runs to
win.

Earlier, Shubman Gill struck an
unbeaten 119 and Rishabh Pant
(109) smashed a hundred in his
comeback Test before India de-
clared their second innings on
287-4. The hosts were already in
the ascendancy since routing
Bangladesh for 149 in their first
innings and claiming a lead of 227
at the M.A. Chidambaram Sta-
dium. Gill signalled their positive
intent when the elegant right-
hander clobbered off-spinner
Mehidy Hasan Miraz for two
sixes in an over to reach his fifty.

Pant took a more conventional
approach, a single off the spinner,
to bring up his half-century in his
first Test since a horrific car acci-
dent in late 2022.

Bangladesh squandered a
chance to break the stand when
Shanto dropped Pant on 72.

Shubman Gill and Rishabh Pant hit centuries to put India in the box seat in the first Test against Bangladesh

RAVICHANDRAN ASHWIN

Rubbing salt into the wound,
Pant hit Shakib for back-to-back
fours in the left-arm spinner's
next over and beat Gill to the 100
mark.

Pant smashed 13 fours and
four sixes in his sixth Test hun-
dred before giving a return catch
to Mehidy.

Gill, whose fifth Test hundred
included 10 fours and four sixes,
could not be dislodged though.

Faced with an onerous task in
their second innings, Bangladesh
openers Zakir Hasan (33) and
Shadman Islam (35) decided to
counter-attack in their 62-run
stand.

Yashasvi Jaiswal took a stun-
ning left-handed catch in the slips
to remove Zakir before Ashwin,
who smashed a match-defining
century in the first innings, pro-
duced a three-wicket burst.

"Bowling and batting are very
separate sports in the same
game,” Ashwin said after the sec-
ond day of the Chennai Test be-
tween India and Bangladesh.
“One is done consciously. The
other one is done subconsciously.
So, for me, to compartmentalise
both has taken its own due.”

Ashwin walked in at 144 for 6
in India’s first innings and imme-
diately put what he has learned
over a long career into practice:
that with the bat in hand, he
needs to be an entirely different
person from the one who has
gone on to become one of the
greatest spinners in history.

"“At this stage, | am able to se-

quence that and split both of
them and see as a cricketer. So,
when | walked there [to bat] the
only thing | wanted to do was to
settle down my game. The mind
can play tricks because | am a
bowler who plays on 12, 18, 24
balls ahead when | am sequenc-
ing it. As a batter, | shouldn't do
that. | just use my experience
when | getin.."

He was India's main threat
with the ball in Bangladesh's sec-
ond innings. Gill and KL Rahul
took diving catches to dismiss
Shadman and Mushfiqur Rahim
respectively, while Mominul
Haque lost his middle stump to
the wily off-spinner.

Kasatkina, Haddad Maia enter Korea Open final

Seoul, South Korea - A foot injury
forced Emma Raducanu to retire
from the Korea Open quarter-fi-
nals on Saturday, while third seed
Beatriz Haddad Maia beat sisters
Polina and Veronika Kuderme-
tova on the same day to set up a
Korea Open final clash with top
seed Daria Kasatkina.

Former U.S. Open champion
Raducanu struggled to serve with
her injured left foot, as she played
on after a medical timeout, com-
mitting a double fault and not
chasing returns across the court.

Haddad Maia

The 21-year-old Briton retired
after losing the first set 6-1 to
Kasatkina.

The foot injury had also sur-
faced during Raducanu's round of
16 clash with Yuan Yue of China.

Kasatkina took to the court
again later on Saturday, playing
twice due to rain washing out Fri-
day's play in Seoul.

She beat fellow Russian and
fourth seed Diana Shnaider 6-3
6-4 in the semis, as an exhausted
Shnaider struggled with aninjury.

Shnaider, who beat Ukrainian

fifth seed Marta Kostyuk in the
quarter-finals hours earlier, took
a medical timeout in the second
set of the semi before losing
three games in a row as Kasatk-
ina progressed to the final, where
she will meet Brazil's Haddad
Maia.

Haddad Maia, who brushed
aside lucky loser Polina 6-2 6-1in
the last eight earlier in the day,
defeated the elder Kudermetova
sister and former French Open
quarter-finalist Veronika 6-4 6-4
in the semis.

SITUATION WANTED

An experienced Indian male
with over 15 years of experi-
ence in civil projects, fitout pro-
ject management, and planning
engineering, along with a valid
Oman driving licence, is seek-
ing a suitable placement.
Contact: +968-98908664

Knowledge of SAP FICO, ERP,
GPS, Tally) Total experience of
22Yrs+in MIS, Budget, Cash-
flow, Treasury, Banking, Tax,
Audit. Smart, honest & effi-
cient male looking for senior
position in Accounts &
Finance. Contact 91468679,
Email:
amitpanditO07@gmail.com.

Chief Acct/ Manager:

Chief Acct/ Manager (20 yr
Exp of Oman) Finalisation of
account, MIS, Audit, Tax, VAT,
LC, LTR & Oracle ERP, Tally
ERP Gsm 92383882

FOR

RENT/SALE

Available 2100 sq meter best in class
Warehouse cum office Space,
fully furnished ready to use, Located at
Prime area of Ghala in the heart of the
city having easy access to airport &

express Way.

Contact: Mr.Sumit Mudgil -95616835
Girish Sewani -93893596

Muscat 9014 6672, 9679 0684
9731 6218 | Salalah 9429 9325

www.orbit-oman.com

Sohar

® Fleet of 2,000 vehicles

¢ Choose from a wide range
of brands & models

* PDO, OXY and BP spec
vehicles available

e Attractive rates for short-term
& long-term lease

£

gl

% ORBIT

Car Rental & Lease

The most efficient and authentic
Ayurvedic Treatment & Medicine,

Zaher Building ,1st Floor, Flat 8A,

Al Khuwair Service Road ,near Al Zawawi
Mosque & Burger-king Tel:24475280,
GSM: 95371664 , 92504980,
Website:www.siddhayur.com

Yoga, Kalari, Panchakarma, Massage,
Dhara etc... Rehabilitation, Beauty
therpay & post Delivery Care

SEND YOUR REQUEST FOR

wishes to

with your resident card copy
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WARHOL'S WORK

rt  For All
brings ‘Andy
Warhol, The

Glam Factory’

exhibition to

Dubai, featur-
ing over 100 original pieces from
the king of Pop Art.

Taking place at Foundry from
September 20 - October 31, and
curated by Nada Ghandour, the
exhibition features famed pieces
including a screenprint portraits
of Marilyn Monroe and Elizabeth
Taylor.

On display for the first time in
the UAE, the collection of over
100 original pieces on display in-
cludes screenprints, photos, and
magazines that illustrate his ca-
reer and provide a portrait of
American society from the
1960s to the 1980s, a period of
artistic, technological, and soci-
etal renewal.

Designed by renowned New
York-based architect Ibrahim
Kombarii, the exhibition harmo-
niously blends Warhol's avant-
garde spirit with cutting-edge
architectural design, creating an
environment that both reflects
and enhances the experience of
Warhol's work.

“We are thrilled to bring Andy
Warhol's groundbreaking works
to Dubai for the very first time.
‘Andy Warhol, The Glam Fac-
tory' is not just an exhibition; it's
an immersive journey into the
mind of a genius who forever
changed the landscape of con-
temporary art. This exhibition is
a testament to Dubai's growing
status as a global cultural hub,
and we are honoured to share
Warhol's legacy with our com-
munity,” said Rania Ashur,
Founder of Art For All.

A multi-talented creative -
painter, advertiser, filmmaker,
actor, music and television pro-
ducer - Warhol redefined the
stature and power of the artist.
Even today, his work continues

AN EXHIBITION OF OVER 100 ORIGINAL
MASTERPIECES BY LEGENDARY POP ARTIST ANDY WARHOL
COMES TO THE UAE FOR THE FIRST TIME

to inspire and provoke. His inno-
vative use of screen printing, fas-
cination with consumer culture,
and talent as a portraitist of the
global elite made him one of the
most revolutionary artists of the
20th century.

The exhibition is organised
into two sections, one dedicated
to the artist and the other to his
places of creation and prefer-
ence.

Andy Warhol: From
Shadows to Light

This section highlights the signif-
icant milestones of Warhol's ca-
reer, from his early days as an
illustrator to his status as a ‘busi-
ness artist’ with a prestigious
clientele. It embodies his aes-
thetic evolution, from his adver-
tising drawings in Vogue,
Harper's Bazaar, and The New
Yorker to the Campbell's Soup
Cans, showcasing his exceptional
technical mastery in illustration,
photography, and semi-industrial
series production.

The Glam Factory:
Art Meets Business
Warhol's genius was to bring the

Giorgio
Armani

painted portrait back into vogue,
which became his hallmark and
fortune. The famous screenprint
portraits of the ‘Rich and Fa-
mous’ began with his iconic
celebrity portraits including Mar-
ilyn Monroe, Elizabeth Taylor
and Mao Zedong, propelling
Warhol to the forefront of the art
world.

This section also includes por-

Maralyn Monroe

traits of various political, fashion,
arts, sports, and business per-
sonalities, blending commission
and collaboration with Edward
Kennedy, Paloma Picasso, and
Keith Haring. Additionally, it fea-
tures stars who shared Warhol's
extravagant social life and those
who sometimes collaborated ar-
tistically with him, such as fash-
ion designers Calvin Klein and
Giorgio Armani, as well as rock
star elite Mick Jagger.

Two immersive spaces
recreate the experimental and
glamorous environment of New
York that Warhol frequented,
alongside its vibrant nightlife
during this period of extrava-
gance and excitement. These
include The Silver Factory - a
multidisciplinary creation space
designed by Warhol for himself
and the artists he invited to col-
laborate, and Studio 54 - where
jet-setters, businessmen, top
models, and personalities from
around the world gathered to
party.

Commenting on the exhibi-
tion, curator of the exhibition,
Nada Ghandour said, “Curating
‘Andy Warhol, The Glam Fac-

Liz Taylor

tory’ has been a remarkable
experience, as Warhol's art
continues to resonate deeply
with audiences around the
world. This exhibition offers a
remarkable opportunity to ex-
plore Warhol's innovative ap-
proach to art and his profound
commentary on consumerism
and celebrity culture. | believe,
visitors will leave with a new-
found appreciation for Warhol's
work and its enduring rele-
vance.”

‘Andy Warhol, The Glam Fac-
tory’ is an exhibition by Art for
All, hosted at Foundry, a pioneer-
ing hybrid art space nestled in
the heart of Downtown Dubai's
Boulevard.
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TEMPLE ART

HOUSE OF HORUS

The temple walls'
reliefs were
restored to reveal
colorful paint that
decorated carvings
of Egyptian gods

gypt's second-largest an-

cient temple is getting a

facelift. For three years,

experts have been care-

fully cleaning and restor-

ing parts of the
2,000-year-old Temple of Edfu - and
shedding new light on what the richly
decorated house of worship looked
like in its prime.

Built between 237 and 57 B C, the
temple is dedicated to the Egyptian
god Horus. It measures about 450
feet long and 115 feet tall, and is fa-
mous for its stone walls covered in
carved reliefs, which were once
painted in vibrant colours.

Researchers from Egypt's Ministry
of Tourism and Antiquities and Ger-

many's University of Wurzburg have
been carefully bringing these colours
back to life. During these efforts,
they've also discovered that the reliefs
were partially covered in gold leaf, ac-
cording to a statement from the uni-
versity.

Experts began the restoration by
removing dust, bird droppings, soot
and other deposits from the monu-
ment's sandstone reliefs. Beneath this
detritus, they found the reliefs’ original
painted colouring - varied hues of red
and blue, per Artnet's Vittoria Ben-
zine.

Prayers to Horus
The paint has helped researchers
identify details of the scenes depicted

The temple walls' reliefs

were restored to reveal

colorful paint that

decorated carvings of

Egyptian gods

Traces of gold leaf
remained on
depictions of

Egyptian deities.

Experts are carefully uncovering traces
of the original paint and fragments of
gold leaf that once adorned the 2,000-
year-old Egyptian Temple of Edfu

on the reliefs that weren't previously
clear. They've also formed a more
comprehensive understanding of the
carved hieroglyphs, which Egyptian
craftsmen would sometimes use paint
to correct or refine.

“In the painting, we are capturing
an ancient quality management,” says
researcher Martin A Stadler, an Egyp-
tologist at the University of Wurzburg,
in the statement.

The reliefs’ striking colours weren't
the only paints that researchers found
in the temple. The walls also sport
dipinti, or graffiti painted in ink. Writ-
ten in Demotic script (a type of cur-
sive hieroglyphics), the messages are
prayers to Horus and testimonies of
priests who entered the temple.

“It is a very important discovery
that will reveal more of the ancient
Egyptians' religious beliefs,” says
Sherif Fathy, Egypt’s tourism minister,
per Ahram Online's Nevine El-Aref.

Discovering preserved paint in an-
cient Egyptian temples is rare, but
finding gold leaf is even less common.
The Egyptians began covering
columns, gates and obelisks with gold

at the beginning of the pharaonic pe-
riod (around 3000 BC), and histori-
ans know from ancient texts that
some buildings were also gilded, ac-
cording to the statement. But many of
those structures were covered in
thicker overlays made of copper,
rather than gold.

‘Gods have golden flesh’
Examples of gold leaf decorations are
also quite fragile, so they rarely sur-
vive the passage of time. But as the re-
searchers have discovered, the
Temple of Edfu’s higher reliefs, which
depict deities, still contain traces of
thin gold leaf.

Why did the Egyptians choose to
depict their deities this way? Victoria
Altmann-Wendling, an Egyptologist
at the German university, says in the
statement that this choice is ‘particu-
larly interesting’, adding that some an-
cient Egyptian texts mention that the
gods have golden flesh.

“The gilding of the figures presum-
ably not only served to symbolically
immortalise and deify them but also
contributed to the mystical aura of the

room,” she adds. “It must have been
very impressive, especially when the
sunlight was shining in."

The experts are planning to con-
duct an analysis of the pigments and
gilding. They will also carefully docu-
ment the site and publish their find-
ings, which will provide other
researchers with more accurate infor-
mation about the ornate decorations
inside the temple.

(Courtesy: smithsonianmag.com)

Researchers have
been working on
the restoration
since 2021
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