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ourism GDP to hit RO3.5bn in 2025

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Oman's travel and tourism sector is
on course to generate RO3.5bn for
the national economy in 2025, con-
tinuing a steady growth trend that
has already pushed the industry be-
yond pre-pandemic levels, according
to the latest data from World Travel
& Tourism Council (WTTC).

In 2024, the sector contributed
around RO3.3bn to GDP - about
7.7% of the economy - and sup-
ported 212,700 jobs. Tourism's GDP
share of 7.8% recorded in 2019 (pre-
pandemic) is expected to rise to
about 8.1% in 2025.

Looking ahead, WTTC forecasts
the sector's contribution will grow
exponentially reaching RO5.2bn by
2035. Employment is also set to
grow with total tourism jobs pro-
jected to reach 277,700 by 2035,
creating around 53,000 new jobs
over the next decade.

Tourism-related taxes generated
about US$669.4mn in 2023, ac-
counting for roughly 1.2% of Oman’s
government revenue.

Spending patterns show a bal-
anced mix of domestic and interna-

tional demand. Domestic travellers
made up about 52% of total tourism
spending in 2024, with international
visitors contributing the remaining
48%. International tourists spent
about RO1.5bn in 2024 which is fore-
cast to reach RO1.6bn this year,
slightly ahead of the amount forecast
to be spent by domestic travellers
(RO1.5bn).

Of the total spent in 2024, 65.6%
was on leisure trips and 34.4% on
business travel. The UAE remains the
top source market for inbound visi-
tors (17%), followed by India (12%),
the UK (8%), Germany (5%) and
Bahrain (4%).

The outlook remains strong with
WTTC projecting tourism GDP to
grow to RO5.2bn by 2035 at an av-
erage of 4.1% per year. International
visitor spending is expected to rise by
5.2% per year to RO2.7bn by 2035,
while domestic spending is projected
to increase 1.9% annually, reaching
RO1.8bn.

WTTC analysts expect the sec-
tor's upward trend to continue driven
by ongoing investments, promotional
efforts and infrastructure improve-
ments aimed at attracting more do-
mestic and international tourists.
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Passenger traffic set torise 37% at Salalah Airport

Our Correspondent
Salalah

With the 2025 khareef season
beginning in Dhofar on Saturday,
Salalah Airport stated that it is
fully prepared to handle a sharp
rise in passenger traffic, sup-
ported by 12 local and interna-
tional airlines now operating
flights to the destination.

Zakaria bin Yaqoub al Harrasi,
Vice-President of Salalah Airport,
said the airport expects passen-
ger numbers and flight move-
ments to increase significantly
compared to last year owing to
continued efforts to improve op-
erations and streamline services.

Passenger traffic this season is
forecast to exceed 900,000 - a
37% increase over the 692,626
travellers recorded in 2024. Har-
rasi said the surge reflects both
the growing popularity of the

khareef season in Dhofar and the
expanded flight network serving
the region.

Domestic travellers will make
up the largest share with 62.5%

of total arrivals, followed by GCC
visitors at 35.7% and tourists
from India at 1.8%.

Flight movements are also
projected to climb 36% this sea-

son with more than 5,000 in-
bound and outbound flights ex-
pected, compared to 3,869 last
year.

A highlight for 2025 is the ad-

dition of Saudia, which launched
its first direct flight from Jeddah
to Salalah on Wednesday. The
airline will operate three weekly
flights throughout the season,
boosting air connectivity be-
tween Oman and Saudi Arabia
and offering more options for
travellers.

Harrasi added that Oman Air-
ports continues to invest in digital
services to enhance the passen-
ger experience. Now in its second
year, the Safar Aisr (Travel Eas-
ier) initiative has introduced self-
service kiosks, pre-check-in
services and dedicated informa-
tion centres to reduce wait times
and simplify travel procedures.

The facilities are part of a
wider strategy to accommodate
rising tourist demand during kha-
reef and to promote Dhofar as a
key summer destination in the
region.

Students develop Al tool for
learners with disabilities

Khamenei retreats to bunker,
names successors: Report

Omani cookbook wins two global awards

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Ministry of Heritage and Tourism
has won two international
awards for its publication The
Omani Cuisine at the Gourmand
World Cookbook Awards held in
Lisbon, Portugal.

The Gourmand awards are
among the most prominent
global events celebrating the best
books in culinary arts and food
culture. The ministry's participa-
tion showcased Oman's culinary
heritage through its book, pro-
duced in collaboration with Sul-
tan Qaboos University.

At a ceremony attended by
culinary experts and industry fig-
ures from around the world, Oman
won the ‘Best Book in the World'

award in the Culinary Diplomacy
category and ‘Best Cookbook in
the World' award in the Intangi-
ble Cultural Heritage category.
Officials said the achievement
highlights efforts to document
and promote Omani cuisine as an
integral part of the nation’s cul-
tural and heritage identity.
Asma bint Salem al Hajri,
Tourism Promotion Expert at the

ministry, said the participation re-
flects ongoing work to enhance
the reputation of Omani cuisine
regionally and internationally. She
noted that traditional Omani food
plays a key role in cultural
tourism and showcases the
depth of Omani civilisation.

The ministry's activities at the
event included a visual presenta-
tion and a tasting session, giving

attendees insight into Omani
dishes, their ingredients and
preparation.

The event was a platform to
introduce the diversity and au-
thenticity of Omani food to new
audiences and make it a part of
the sultanate’s tourism offering.

Fatima bint Ali al Lawati, As-
sistant Director for Institutional
Planning and member of the
Food Tourism and Culinary Arts
Programme at the ministry, said
the double win demonstrates in-
ternational appreciation for
Oman'’s culinary arts and intan-
gible heritage. She added that
the recognition will encourage
further efforts to promote
Omani food culture through
careful documentation and cre-
ative marketing.

Over 1,300 Omanis
repatriated from Iran
in phased evacuation

Our Correspondent
Muscat

More than 1,300 Omani citizens
have been safely repatriated
from the Islamic Republic of Iran
under a phased evacuation plan
overseen by Foreign Ministry in
coordination with Oman’s em-
bassies abroad and relevant na-
tional and regional authorities.

According to official figures,
around 1,380 Omani citizens re-
turned home and at least 281 na-
tionals were provided safe
passage through a combination
of land and sea crossings and
special flights, reflecting the sul-
tanate's commitment to ensure
the wellbeing of its citizens and
to uphold humanitarian cooper-
ation.

In the first phase, 313 citizens
were transferred through the
port of Bandar Abbas, with addi-
tional groups passing through
the Shalamcheh border into Iraq
for onward travel to Oman.

The second phase saw the
safe return of 245 citizens and
several other nationals via Ban-
dar Abbas. Ten buses were dis-
patched to transport citizens

from northern Iran to the border
with Turkiye, while three buses
carried citizens to the Shalam-
cheh crossing with Irag, ensuring
smooth transit arrangements.

In the third phase, 193 Omanis
and 158 other nationals were
evacuated through Bandar
Abbas Port to Khasab Port. An-
other 155 citizens and several
other nationals were flown di-
rectly from Iraq to the sultanate,
following coordination with the
Omani Embassy in Baghdad.

The fourth phase brought
back 294 citizens and a number
of other nationals via Turkiye,
with evacuees arriving at Muscat
International Airport.

The Foreign Ministry ex-
pressed its appreciation for the
support and cooperation ex-
tended by Turkish authorities
and all national agencies that
contributed to the smooth exe-
cution of the operation.

The fifth phase, concluded on
Saturday, secured the return of a
further 181 citizens and other na-
tionals who had been evacuated
from the city of Mashhad
through Turkmenistan before
being flown to Oman.
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Bigger role of Al sought in economy

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Oman is taking steps to increase
the contribution of the artificial
intelligence (Al) sector to its na-
tional economy by expanding the
number of specialised start-ups
and boosting research and in-
vestment in the field.

Hassan bin Fida Hussain al
Lawati, Head of National Pro-
gramme for Al and Advanced
Digital Technologies at Ministry
of Transport, Communications
and Information Technology
(MTCIT), said the programme
benefits economic, development
and service sectors, directly im-
pacting citizens' quality of life.

He said the programme aims
to increase the number of tech-
nology companies specialising in
Al by 20% each year. The num-
ber of such companies now ex-
ceeds 25, up from fewer than ten

HASSAN AL LAWATI

at the programme's launch last
year. Cumulative investments in
Al projects have reached about
RO60mn over the last four years,
with annual investment expected
to grow by 20%.

In September 2024, the Coun-
cil of Ministers approved the Na-
tional Programme for Al and
Advanced Digital Technologies
as part of a broader strategy built
on three pillars, the first of which

is promoting Al adoption in eco-
nomic and development sectors.
The second focuses on localising
Al technologies and developing
national expertise to position
Oman as a technology producer.

The third pillar governs Al and
digital applications with a
human-centred approach to en-
sure ethical and effective use
under flexible laws.

Lawati noted that Oman

moved up five places in the Ox-
ford Insight Government Al
Readiness Index, ranking 45t
globally out of 193 countries in
2024, compared to 50th in 2023.
Oman aims to join the world's

top 30 countries in this field, he
added.

He further informed that
MTCIT, in partnership with Uni-
versity of Technology and Ap-
plied Sciences, launched an
initiative called Al Makers to en-
courage work in the field and re-
ward top researchers, scientific
papers and projects in Al.

MTCIT also introduced a
competition called ‘Engineer it
with Al’ to support local develop-
ment in generative Al, enhance
national skills and encourage in-
novation. The contest aims to
boost economic returns by help-
ing new start-ups and raising na-
tional performance indicators.

In addition, an initiative called
Humanising Al has been
launched to maintain a balance
between technical progress and
the human aspect of service de-
livery, ensuring inclusivity for all
groups in society.

National HIV Guidelinesupdated,
aligned with global standards

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Represented by the Centre for
Disease Control and Prevention,
Ministry of Health (MoH)
launched an updated edition of
the National HIV Guidelines on
Thursday marking a significant
step forward in the sultanate’s
efforts to enhance the quality of
care for people living with HIV.
The event was held under the
patronage of H E Dr Ahmed bin
Salem al Mandhari, Undersecre-
tary for Planning and Health
Regulation at MoH, and at-
tended by Dr Amal al Ma'niyah,
Director General of Centre for
Disease Control and Prevention,
alongside several senior officials
and healthcare professionals.
Revision of the national
guidelines forms part of MoH's
ongoing commitment to stan-
dardising the provision of care
and treatment across health-
care institutions in line with evi-
dence-based best practices. It
also aims to enhance the capac-
ity of healthcare providers, sup-
port the objectives of the
National AIDS Strategy, and

help mitigate the health and so-
cial impacts of the virus.

The updated guidelines offer
practical, clinical and scientific
recommendations in key areas
such as diagnosis, treatment
and long-term follow-up. These
also address the psychological,
social and human rights factors
affecting people living with HIV.

Developed in collaboration
with national and international
experts, the guidelines align
with global standards estab-

lished by World Health Organi-
zation and the Joint United Na-
tions Programme on HIV/AIDS.

On the sidelines of the
launch, a training workshop was
held for 150 healthcare profes-
sionals representing health in-
stitutions across all
governorates. Organised by the
Centre for Disease Control and
Prevention in partnership with
The Royal Hospital, the work-
shop focused on key updates in
the 2025 National HIV Guide-

lines, implications of these on
clinical practice and ways to fos-
ter stronger inter-professional
collaboration among HIV ser-
vice providers.

The centre emphasised the
fact that the updated guidelines
represent a pivotal advance-
ment in improving the quality of
life for people living with HIV,
reducing new infection rates,
and combating the stigma and
discrimination associated with
the virus.

Over 250 model farms boost
fruit production in Dhahirah

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Dhahirah is witnessing steady
progress in agricultural develop-
ment through continued expan-
sion of the Model Commercial
Farms programme, an initiative
launched by Ministry of Agricul-
ture, Fisheries and Water Re-
sources (MAFWR) in 2020.

Data released by Directorate
General of Agricultural and
Water Resources in the gover-
norate indicates that, as of mid-
2025, more than 250 model
farms have been established
across wilayats in Dhahirah cov-
ering a total area exceeding 140
acres.

As part of the programme, ap-
proximately 9,000 tissue-cul-
ture date palm saplings and
6,000 seedlings of various fruit
trees - including mango, Omani
lemon, guava, fig and grape -
have been distributed among
farmers.

The programme is aimed at
boosting the agricultural sector
through development of organ-
ised, economically viable farms
that adopt modern irrigation

techniques. These technologies
are a prerequisite to participate
in the programme, as these con-
tribute to water conservation
and improved production effi-
ciency.

Programme officials stated
that it plays an integral role in
promoting sustainable agricul-
tural practices, enhancing food
security and improving farmers’
livelihoods. In addition to provi-
sion of high-quality plant vari-
eties, MAFWR continues to offer
technical guidance and advisory
support to ensure long-term pro-
ductivity and economic returns.

The programme’s success
achieved in Dhahirah serves as a
model for similar initiatives in
other governorates, in line with

the ministry's strategic plan to
achieve a qualitative leap in the
sultanate's agricultural sector.

In a related development, the
Directorate General of Agricul-
ture, Fisheries and Water Re-
sources in Dhahirah issued a
total of 1,462 water licences cov-
ering a wide range of water-re-
lated activities in its wilayats in
2024,

The licences include ap-
provals for construction and
maintenance of dams and aflaj,
implementation of development
projects, drilling of new and re-
placement wells, deepening and
cleaning of existing wells, and
projects related to water reuse.
Additional licences were issued
for inventory certificates, re-
placement of inventory plates,
and extension of water pipelines
from wells.

Officials emphasised the fact
that the licensing process is es-
sential for sustainable manage-
ment of water resources in the
governorate, while supporting
the national strategy to preserve
water security in alignment with
the sultanate’s broader sustain-
able development goals.
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Jzbekistan opens its doors to Omanis

n May 2025, Uzbekistan introduced
30-day visa free stay for citizens of
Oman. As an ancient centre of Islamic
civilisation, Uzbekistan holds a special
place in the Muslim world. Cities like
Bukhara and Sa-markand were once home
to some of the greatest Islamic scholars in
history, including Imam al Bukhari and
Imam al Tirmidhi. The architectural beauty
of centuries-old mosques and madrasas,
and the spirit of traditional hospitality
make Uzbekistan a deeply spiritual and
culturally enriching destination for trav-
ellers from Oman.

The new visa-free regime makes it eas-
ier than ever for Omani travellers to ex-
plore Uzbekistan. The move is part of a
broader effort to strengthen ties between
Uzbekistan and Gulf countries and wel-
come more visitors from the Arab world.

While countries like Turkey, the UAE
and Qatar have long been top destinations
for Omani travellers, Uzbekistan offers an
equally unique and authentic experience.
Whether you seek cultural enrichment, a
peaceful escape or spiritual rejuvenation,
Uzbekistan has something to offer.

Uzbekistan is a muslim majority coun-
try. All foods are halal and mosques are
present in every neighbourhood. Friday
prayers are widely attended and the call to
prayer is heard throughout the day. This

The writer is an
independent
researcher and
journalist from
Uzbekistan focusing
on its foreign affairs
and economy

ADKHAMJON JANOBIDDINOV

spiritually at home.

Uzbekistan was ranked the safest coun-
try in the world in the 2024 Safety Percep-
tions Index. Tourist police are present at
historical sites and are trained in multiple
languages to assist visitors. Families, solo
travellers and elderly tourists can feel at
ease during their stay.

Uzbekistan is now more accessible than
ever. According to the Ministry of Trans-
port of Uzbekistan, aviation authorities of
Uzbekistan and Oman recently held nego-
tiations to discuss the launch of direct air
connections between the two countries,
including planned flights by Oman Air to
Uzbekistan. Furthermore, there are several
connecting flights from Dubai and Doha to
major cities in Uzbekistan.

When it comes to tour attractions,
Uzbekistan is home to seven Unesco
World Heritage Sites and thousands of his-
torical and archaeological landmarks.
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atmosphere allows Omani visitors to feel

Tashkent, the capital city, is known for

its blend of modern and Soviet-era archi-
tecture, green parks and vibrant bazaars.
Samarkand, once the capital of the Timurid
empire, is known for its Islamic architec-
ture and pilgrimage sites, including the
Imam al Bukhari mausoleum. Bukhara is
another city famous for its Islamic archi-
tecture. For many centuries, it has been a
centre for Islamic learning and culture

For nature lovers, Uzbekistan offers un-
expected variety. From the mountains of
Zaamin to the Amirsoy Resort, travellers
can enjoy hiking, skiing or simply breathing
in the fresh mountain air. For those seeking
more unusual adventures, there's the Aral
Sea. Once the fourth-largest lake in the
world, the shrinking sea lost more than
90% of its water due to mismanagement
of water resources during the soviet era.

Hospitality is a cornerstone of Uzbek
culture. Just as the Silk Road brought trav-
ellers, traders and scholars through these
lands centuries ago, today's Uzbeks con-
tinue the tradition of treating guests as
family. This makes Uzbekistan a very
unique travel destination.

With shared religious values and cul-
tural appreciation, Uzbekistan offers unfor-
gettable experiences to travellers from
Oman. The growth of tourism can also fos-
ter cultural exchange and mutual under-
standing, further strengthening bilateral
ties between the two countries.

The views and opinions expressed in this column are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of Muscat Daily
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Students develop Al tool to aid learning

Our Correspondent
Muscat

A group of Omani university stu-
dents has developed an artificial
intelligence-powered learning
platform to improve access to
higher education for students
with disabilities, highlighting the
growing role of youth-led innova-
tion in the sultanate's digital
transformation.

Named limify, the platform al-
lows students to upload complex
academic material, which is then
simplified using Al into accessible
formats such as text summaries
and audio explanations. It is de-
signed to assist learners with vi-

sual or hearing impairments, as
well as students with cognitive
difficulties who face challenges

with standard course content.
The tool was developed by
nine students from different aca-

Theidea for IImify
stemmed from a
teammate’s struggle
to access course

material due to
a disability

AMMAR BIN RASHID ALBUSAIDI

demic fields and is part of a wider
trend across the Gulf and South
Asia, where student entrepre-

neurs are using technology to ad-
dress gaps in education equity.
Ammar bin Rashid al Busaidi,
Operations Manager, said the
idea stemmed from a team-
mate's struggle to access course
material due to a disability. “That
experience motivated us to cre-
ate something useful for othersin
similar situations,” he said. The
name combines the Arabic word
‘ilm" (knowledge) with “-ify" link-
ing knowledge and technology.
The platform uses an Al en-
gine that analyses individual
learning patterns to offer tailored
assistance. It also includes an ac-
cessible interface, easy naviga-
tion and the option to switch

between formats.

The students worked on lImify
while pursuing regular studies.
"Balancing classes and technical
development wasn't easy, but ef-
ficient time management and a
shared vision made it possible,”
Busaidi said.

Plans are underway to launch
a mobile app and expand the
platform’'s content to include
school-level material, sign lan-
guage videos and more language
options for non-Arabic and non-
English speakers.

The team is also seeking part-
nerships with education institu-
tions and organisations that
support individuals with disabili-

ties in Oman and other countries
where digital learning tools for
students with special needs are
still limited.

Although still in its early
stages, lImify supports Oman'’s
strategy to develop inclusive,
technology-driven  education
under the national digital econ-
omy plan.

Busaidi noted that inclusive
edtech is a growing sector in
countries such as India, the UAE
and Saudi Arabia, where govern-
ments are investing in Al learning
tools for diverse learner groups,
including those with disabilities -
a trend that limify aims to sup-
port.

Centralised used car market in Muscat soon

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Ministry of Commerce, Industry
and Investment Promotion
(MoClIP) held a workshop on
Wednesday titled ‘Regulating the
Used Vehicle Sales Sector' as
part of efforts to enhance collab-
oration with the private sector
and create a more organised
commercial environment.

The workshop was attended
by H E Qais bin Mohammed al
Yousef, Minister of Commerce,
Industry and Investment Promo-
tion, with Majlis A'Shura mem-
bers and representatives from
Muscat  Municipality, Royal
Oman Police, Ministry of Interior
and the General Administration
of Customs. Stakeholders and
representatives from used car
dealerships across the country
also participated.

Nasra bint Sultan al Habsi, Di-
rector General of Commerce at
MoCIIP, said the sector makes a

Spread over
500,000sqm, the
project is designed to
provide a one-stop
hub for consumers
and modern infrags
tructure for dealers

SALIM BIN SULAIMAN AL THUHLI

significant contribution to the na-
tional economy and reaffirmed
the ministry's commitment to
regulating it and promoting a
supportive business climate. She

described the workshop as a plat-
form to address challenges and
find practical solutions.
Participants highlighted sev-
eral key issues including the ab-
sence of a centralised location for
dealership operations, which
leads to fragmented services and
higher costs. Other concerns in-
cluded the need to better regu-
late non-Omani participation to
protect local businesses, high
rental fees, limited financing,
costly customs clearance and the
presence of unlicensed vendors.
Khazaen Economic City pre-

sented a proposal to develop a
centrally located market for used
vehicles in Muscat governorate.
The project, currently under re-
view, aims to bring all dealerships
together in one integrated hub
with dedicated facilities and ser-
vices.

Mansour bin Khalifa al Siyabi,
Majlis A'Shura member from
Bausher, welcomed MoClIP's di-
alogue with stakeholders on the
matter and suggested offering fi-
nancial incentives to help dealer-
ships move to the new site. He
proposed forming a closed joint-
stock company owned by dealers
to manage the market and ensure
sustainable operations and fair
rents.

Providing details of the
planned central car market, Salim
bin Sulaiman al Thuhli, CEO of
Khazaen Economic City, said it
would cover 500,000sgm and
include showrooms for new and
used cars, inspection and main-
tenance centres, insurance and

registration services, auction fa-
cilities and various amenities
such as banks, restaurants, fuel
stations and parking.

Thuhli said the project is de-
signed to provide a one-stop hub
for consumers and modern in-
frastructure for dealers, while
supporting urban planning, sim-
plifying government monitoring
and generating reliable data for
policymaking.

Ali bin Hamad al Maamari, Di-
rector of Licensing Department at
MoCIIP, said the workshop was
part of a wider strategy to im-
prove Oman'’s business environ-
ment and that its
recommendations would be sub-
mitted to relevant authorities for
follow-up.

The workshop concluded with
calls to commence work on the
proposed central market and im-
plement agreed measures to reg-
ulate the sector and facilitate a
competitive, investor-friendly cli-
mate.

South Batinah unveils 5
investment opportunities

Our Correspondent
Barka

As part of efforts to boost eco-
nomic activity, increase national
income, and enhance leisure of-
ferings for citizens and residents,
South Batinah Governor's Office
has announced five investment
opportunities across key wilayats
in the governorate. An official at
the Governor's Office informed
that the opportunities are open to
local and international investors
and span a variety of sectors
aimed at revitalising economic
and community infrastructure.
The investment packages in-
clude development, manage-
ment and operations of Barka
Waterfront, Wadi al Maawil
Soug and Al Awabi Souq. Addi-
tionally, investors are invited to
bid for operations and manage-
ment of a slaughterhouse in Mu-
sannah and development of Al

Misfah in the wilayat of Rustaq.

“These projects are designed
to stimulate economic develop-
ment, attract private investment
and provide much-needed job
opportunities for local residents,”
the official said. “These will also
enhance public amenities and
contribute to a higher quality of
life in the governorate.”

The deadline for submitting
bids is August 7. The projects are
part of efforts to achieve sustain-
able development and support
Oman's economic diversification
goals.

New ecotourism projects planned
in four Dhofar nature reserves

Our Correspondent
Salalah

Environment Authority (EA) has
launched a new investment ini-
tiative to develop and manage
ecotourism activities in four na-
ture reserves in Dhofar.

In line with Oman'’s vision for
sustainable tourism and conser-
vation of its natural heritage, the
authority is inviting expressions
of interest from qualified compa-
nies, institutions and investors to
partner in eco-friendly tourism
projects in the protected sites.

The reserves include Khor al
Qurm al Kabir Nature Reserve
near Salalah, which has a rich
mangrove ecosystem supporting
migratory birds and marine life;
Khor Awgad Sanctuary, a coastal
wetland known for its biodiver-
sity; Khor Tagah Nature Reserve
near the town of Taqgah, an im-

portant nesting area for marine
and coastal species with views of
the Arabian Sea; and Khor Salal-
ah Nature Reserve, which has
freshwater channels and vegeta-
tion that attract wildlife and visi-
tors.

EA said the investment pack-
ages are designed to balance en-
vironmental protection with
responsible tourism, providing
nature-based experiences while
preserving the ecological in-
tegrity of these sensitive areas.

Interested parties must sub-

mit a letter of interest with a valid
commercial registration for the
planned activity. Proposals
should include a detailed busi-
ness plan covering the project
scope, environmental measures,
design plans with site maps and
operational frameworks.

Applicants are also required to
provide company details, organi-
sational structure, experience in
ecotourism activities, and capac-
ity to manage projects in pro-
tected zones. The initiative is part
of the sultanate’s national strat-
egy to diversify tourism offerings,
boost local economies and pro-
tect its biodiversity.

EA stressed the fact that the
reserves are not only environ-
mental assets but also serve as
educational and recreational
areas that highlight Oman's nat-
ural beauty to local and interna-
tional visitors.
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anytime.

Oman's First Takaful Insurance Provider

Quick, reliable, and Sharia-compliant motor insurance for every driver in Oman.

‘ WIDE NETWORK:
Access to garages and service
providers nationwide.

Y

TAILORED PLANS:

Customize your coverage
to suit your needs

Al Madina Takaful

Everything in harmony ol foé LiJ o
Al Madina Insurance Company SAOG.
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Oman showcases investment
ambitions at SPIEF in Russia

MoCIIP concludes its participation at 28th St Petersburg International Economic Forum

St Petersburg, Russia - The Sul-
tanate of Oman, represented by
the Ministry of Commerce, In-
dustry and Investment Promo-
tion (MoCIIP), concluded its
participation in the 28th St Pe-
tersburg International Economic
Forum (SPIEF), reaffirming its
commitment to global economic
dialogue and cross-border in-
vestment engagements.

Oman spotlighted its inte-
grated business ecosystem and
priority sectors under Oman Vi-
sion 2040, which aims to foster
a resilient and diversified econ-
omy.

SPIEF 2025 attracted approx-
imately 20,000 participants
from 140 countries, maintaining
robust international engage-
ment. The Forum featured more
than 150 events, ranging from
thematic panels and plenary ses-
sions to business breakfasts and
bilateral dialogues. High-profile
attendees included Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin, Indonesian
President Prabowo Subianto,
Chinese Vice Premier Ding
Xuexiang, Bahraini royal Sheikh
Nasser bin Hamad al Khalifa, and
South African Deputy President
Paul Mashatile - alongside senior
officials from nearly 50 coun-
tries, including Vietnam, Saudi
Arabia, Irag, and the Central
African Republic.

Their presence underscored
SPIEF's role as a pivotal platform
for fostering multipolar eco-
nomic cooperation.

The Omani delegation was led
by H E Ibtisam bint Ahmed al Fa-
rooji, Undersecretary for Invest-
ment Promotion in the Ministry
of Commerce, Industry and In-
vestment Promotion, who spear-
headed a series of high-level
meetings and sector-focused en-

gagements. The delegation’s
program included participationin
key forum sessions, bilateral
meetings with institutional in-
vestors, and exploratory visits to
major corporate pavilions.

This year, Oman'’s focus cen-
tred on promoting investment in

four high-potential sectors: Lux-
ury tourism, logistics, food secu-
rity, and mining - each aligned
with national efforts to position
Oman as a competitive and fu-
ture-ready investment destina-
tion.

As part of its engagement,
Oman organised a dedicated
roundtable with leading Russian
companies active in these sec-
tors. The session provided a plat-
form to present the sultanate’s
competitive advantages, regula-
tory reforms, and infrastructure
readiness, while facilitating direct

dialogue with potential investors
and strategic partners.

“Oman is focused on high-
value investment, enabling en-
terprise through streamlined
digital platforms, and scaling
public-private partnerships - an
area where we bring over two
decades of institutional experi-
ence. Our business climate con-
tinues to strengthen, supported
by policy clarity, legal reform,
and competitive market access.”

She highlighted Oman's up-
graded credit rating by Standard
& Poor's in 2024 as a signal of

fiscal stability and investor con-
fidence, adding that the Sul-
tanate is actively translating
these gains into tangible invest-
ment momentum across key
sectors - from green hydrogen
and advanced manufacturing to
integrated tourism and logistics.

Trade and economic cooper-
ation between Oman and Russia
continues to deepen. As of
February 2024, the bilateral
trade volume reached
RO30.9mn.

Notably, Omani exports to
Russia surged from RO582,602
in 2022 to RO3.35mn in 2023 -
a remarkable 475% increase.
Imports from Russia totalled
RO188.4mn, highlighting the
scale and diversification of com-
mercial ties between the two
countries.

Oman'’s participation in SPIEF
2025 aligns with its broader
strategy to enhance investor out-
reach in key international mar-
kets, particularly in Eastern
Europe and Central Asia. By
leveraging global platforms such
as SPIEF, Oman is actively culti-
vating a network of institutional
investors and strategic partners
to catalyse sustainable develop-
ment and high-impact invest-
ment.

As part of the official business
programme, Oman participated
in the SPIEF session titled
‘Greater Eurasia: Drivers for the
Formation of an Integrated In-
vestment Market'.

ECB warns
of sharp
slowdown in
global trade

Brussels, Belgium - The Eu-
ropean Central Bank (ECB)
has warned of a significant
slowdown in global eco-
nomic outlook over the next
two years, attributing it pri-
marily to US tariffs and ris-
ing uncertainty surrounding
international trade policies.

According to the ECB's
June 2025 macroeconomic
projections, global import
growth is now expected to
reach 3.1% in 2025, down
by 0.4 percentage points
from previous estimates.
The outlook for 2026 is
more severe, with growth
forecast to drop to 1.7%, a
sharp downward revision of
1.4 percentage points.

The ECB attributes the
slowdown to the impact of
recent US tariff increases on
various imports and broader
policy uncertainty across in-
ternational trade channels.

On the other hand, the
ECB noted several positive
factors that could support
the eurozone economy and
enhance its resilience. These
include increased govern-
ment spending on defence
and infrastructure, rising real
household income, a strong
labour market, and improv-
ing financing conditions.

Investments in Mahas Industrial City surpass RO41mn

Muscat - The Public Establish-
ment for Industrial Estates ‘Ma-
dayn’ has completed the
infrastructure and a road project
in Mahas Industrial City, located
in the wilayat of Khasab in Mu-
sandam governorate.
Spanning a total area of 1.5mn
sgm, the project comes along the
lines of Madayn’s continued ef-
forts to advance development in
Musandam and promote invest-
ment in line with Oman Vision
2040 objectives, particularly the
priority of ‘Development of Gov-

ernorates and Sustainable Cities'.
Mubarak bin Salim al Ghailani,
Acting Director General of
Mahas Industrial City, stated
that eight new projects were lo-
calised in the city during 2024,
attracting investments worth
RO2,515,000 and covering an
area exceeding 49,900sgm.
This brings the total invest-
ment volume in Mahas Industrial
City to RO41,742,750 by the end
of 2024, with a total leased area
reaching 229,558sgm. The city
currently provides employment

to 320 individuals.

“In 2024 alone, three building
permits were issued, along with
several approvals for project
maps, six work permits, and eight
plan drawings (kroki), all pro-
cessed in line with Madayn's high
standards of efficiency and regu-
latory compliance,” Ghailani said.

Ghailani highlighted the full
completion of the city's infras-
tructure and road project, which
includes the construction of a
7km road network built to inter-
national standards, with side-

walks, side parking, and sustain-
able solar-powered lighting.

The project also features a
2,000-cubic metre main water
tank with an advanced pumping
system, a 500sgm sewage treat-
ment unit, a main security gate at
the city entrance, and fully inte-
grated road, water, and wastew-
ater networks. Additionally, the
project includes a 70sgm main
bridge and a 3km flood protec-
tion canal along the main wadi
course in Mahas.

He added that work is cur-

rently underway on establishing
the Madayn Entrepreneurial
Complex, which aims to support
entrepreneurs and the SMEs.
The complex, being developed
over an area of 10,000sgm, will
include ten ready-built factories
of 500sgm each (expandable),
outdoor parking areas, and a fully
equipped entrance gate to facili-
tate operations. Ghaliani pointed
out that Mahas Industrial City
targets projects in food security,
logistics, and light to medium-
scale industries.

MUNANOOR MANUFACTURING & TRADING LLC

ROAD # 4D, RUSYAL INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, CR # 1699547, VATIN OM1100009946.
RUSYAL, SULTANATE OF OMAN. TEL #: 24442500 & 99104349

TENDER NOTICE

SL NO. Name of Tender Tender No. Tender Tender Tender
Documents | Submission Fee
available Date
from
Design, Supply &
1 Construction of Shade |MUNANOOR/T/1206 | 22-JUNE- | 06-JULY- | 20.000
Extension at our Factory, 2025 2025 OMR
Rusyal Industrial Estate

e Tender documents can be collected from MUNA NOOR, Head office Rusyal
Industrial Estate on or before 25-JUNE-2025

¢ All inquiries or requests for clarification regarding the tender should be directed
via email to aji@munanoor.com

e Sealed tenders should clearly mention only the Tender Name and Tender
Number on the envelope.

e All sealed tenders must be submitted at MUNA NOOR Head officel Reception
counter on or before 01:00 PM on the submission date. Please ensure that your
submission includes a copy of your Commercial Registration (CR) and VAT
certificate, among any other required documents. Kindly note that the tender
fee is non-refundable.

MunaNoor reserves the right to accept or reject any
or all tenders without assigning any reason.

Omantel, FiberHome open R&D centre

Muscat - As part of its broader
research and development strat-
egy, Omantel has partnered with
FiberHome, a leading Chinese
technology provider, to establish
a joint research and develop-
ment centre dedicated to ad-
vancing intelligent solutions in
next-generation fibre networks
and telecommunications tech-
nologies.

This strategic collaboration
supports Omantel's vision to
bridge industrial expertise with
academic research, fostering a
dynamic ecosystem for innova-
tion and technology en-
trepreneurship in Oman. The
initiative plays a vital role in driv-
ing the nation’s digital transfor-
mation and enabling a
knowledge-based economy.

Commenting on the partner-
ship, Talal al Mamari, CEO of
Omantel, pointed out that
Omantel has been continuously
expanding its investments in
R&D across the technology and
digital sectors, recognising the
importance of staying ahead ina
fast-changing digital landscape.

“We are committed to em-

bracing global innovation and
developing future-ready solu-
tions that fuel our sustainable
growth and meet the evolving
needs of our customers. This
joint center is a testament to that
commitment.

“It will serve as a high-tech
platform to design and test for-
ward-looking solutions for Oman
and the wider region. Partnering
with a global leader like Fiber-
Home enhances our capabilities
to build smarter, more efficient

networks and deliver commer-
cially viable technologies. We are
confident this initiative will
strengthen our position both re-
gionally and globally.”

Joe Cai, Vice President of
FiberHome, said, “We are proud
to join forces with Omantel in
launching this innovation center,
which marks a new milestone in
FiberHome's long-term engage-
ment with Oman and the Middle
East. The lab will leverage our
global R&D strength to develop

advanced smart network solu-
tions, including next-generation
technologies like 50GPON and
Al-powered network manage-
ment. This partnership also pro-
motes talent development and
deeper collaboration between
academia and industry, both es-
sential pillars for sustainable dig-
ital growth.”

The centre will serve as an in-
tegrated platform, bringing to-
gether academic insight and
real-world expertise.
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Germany, France united on US tariff retaliation

Berlin, Germany - The German
aerospace industry has told Eu-
ronews it is aligning with its
French counterpart in supporting
EU retaliatory measures that tar-
get US finished aircraft rather
than spare parts, citing the inter-
dependence of transatlantic pro-
duction lines.

The German Aerospace In-
dustries  Association (BDLD
wants only US completed prod-
ucts aircraft and helicopters to
be targeted by the EU for retalia-

tory tariffs - leaving the market
for the supply of parts unscathed
- if trade negotiations between
the EU and the US founder, the
group has told Euronews. It's po-
sition aligns it with the French
sector's stance.

‘If the EU must respond,
counter-tariffs  should focus
strictly  on  fully  finished
aerospace end products - such as
complete aircraft and helicopters
- and explicitly exclude spare
parts or critical products,” BDLI

said in an email to Euronews.
“This is essential to avoid un-

intended harm to European and

global production networks."”

US aircraft are included in the
European Commission's draft list
of €95bn worth of US products
that could face duties if ongoing

negotiations fail. The list was
open for industry consultation
until 10 June and now awaits ap-
proval by EU member states.

BDLI's position mirrors that of
Airbus CEO Guillaume Faury,
who also chairs the French
aerospace association GIFAS.
Speaking to French media in
May, Faury backed tariffs on fin-
ished aircraft but warned against
measures affecting spare parts,
to avoid disrupting the global
supply chain.

A source familiar with the
matter told Euronews that the
French government supports the
stance of its aerospace industry.

In response to the EU's inclu-
sion of aircraft in its draft retalia-
tion list, the US has launched an
investigation that could pave the
way for the Trump administra-
tion to impose additional tariffs
on the EU aerospace sector.

Trade tensions between the
EU and the US risk reigniting the
long-standing rivalry between
aerospace giants Boeing and Air-
bus, even though the two
economies’ production systems
are tightly intertwined.

S&P 500 slips, oil
falls asinvestors
watch Iran war

New York, US - US stocks ended
a choppy trading session mixed
on Friday as oil prices retreated
while investors watched diplo-
matic developments in the Mid-
dle East.

The Dow Jones Industrial Av-
erage inched up 0.1%, while the
S&P 500 and Nasdag Composite
gave up early gains to close 0.2%
and 0.5% lower, respectively.
The Nasdaqg and Dow each eked
out small gains for the week -
0.2% and less than 0.1%, re-
spectively - while the S&P dipped
0.2% to notch its second losing
week in a row. Stocks were little
changed on Wednesday after
Federal Reserve officials kept in-
terest rates steady, but raised
their inflation forecast and low-
ered their economic growth out-
look amid elevated economic
uncertainty. US markets were
closed in observance of the June-
teenth holiday on Thursday.

President Trump on Thursday
said he would take two weeks to
decide whether to join Israel in
military action against Iran. The
deferral appeared to be a pivot

for the president, whose rhetoric
in recent days suggested he was
considering assisting Israel in its
efforts to neutralise Iran’s nu-
clear programme by force.

Though Friday's de-escalation
efforts bore no fruit. European of-
ficials reportedly failed to con-
vince Iran to abandon its nuclear
program during talks in Geneva,
and a top Israeli official warned
the conflict could be protracted.

Markets have been contend-
ing with geopolitical risk and the
possibility of an inflationary oil
supply shock since Israel bombed
Iranian nuclear and military tar-
gets last Friday. Qil prices spiked
last week and were trading at
their highest level since January
in non-US markets on Thursday.

Brent crude, the global bench-
mark, slid about 25% to
US$77.20 a barrel amid opti-
mism the US may push for Israel
and Iran to negotiate.

The Magnificent Seven stocks
were mostly lower, with Apple
(AAPL) shares rising more than
2% to buck the trend.

(Investopedia)

EU shuts out Chinese
medical suppliers
from Europe market

Brussels, Belgium - The Euro-
pean Union has confirmed a
ban on Chinese companies
from participating in EU gov-
ernment tenders for medical
devices exceeding 5mn - an-
other piece in an ongoing tit-
for-tat trade tensions between
Brussels and Beijing.

The European Commission
has formally introduced re-
strictions previously reported
by Euronews in response to
what it describes as discrimi-
natory barriers imposed by
China against European med-
ical device manufacturers.

Following a detailed inves-
tigation, the Commission
found ‘clear evidence' that
China had been unfairly block-
ing EU-made medical devices
from its public procurement
market. This marks the first
countermeasure taken under
the International Procurement
Instrument (IP1), which came
into force in August 2022 to

promote fair access for EU
firms to procurement oppor-
tunities outside the bloc.

“Our aim with these mea-
sures is to level the playing
field for EU businesses. We re-
main committed to dialogue
with China to resolve these is-
sues,” said Trade Commis-
sioner Maros Seféovié.

Under the new rules, Chi-
nese companies are barred
from bidding on public con-
tracts for medical devices in
the EU single market that ex-
ceed 5mn. Additionally, suc-
cessful bids must contain no
more than 50% of inputs orig-
inating from China.

According to the Commis-
sion, the measures are propor-
tionate to China's own
restrictions and are designed
to ensure the continued avail-
ability of critical medical
equipment for EU healthcare
systems.

(Euronews)
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Directors’ Report for the year ended 31st March 2025

Dear Shareholders,

On behalf of the Board of Directors, | have great pleasure in

welcoming you to the 31st Annual General Meeting of Al Anwar

Investments SAOG (AAl). | take this opportunity to place before

you the Annual Report on the activities and performance of

your company for the financial year ended 31st March 2025.

Overview of the Group results

The Company reported a consolidated net profit of OMR

2,385,000 for year ended on 31st March 2025 as against a profit

of OMR 532,000 for the year ended on 31st March 2024, an

improvement of 348%, primarily due to higher Share of Profit

(SoP) from associate companies, realized gains on the sale of

investments and dividend from investments classified as Fair

Value. The total comprehensive Income for the year ended on

31st March 2025 was OMR 1,657,000 as against last year's OMR

1,568,000, an improvement of 6%.

Following the successful completion of a rights issue amounting

to OMR 5.0 million, shareholders’ equity stood at OMR 37.4

million as of 31st March 2025. Debt/ Equity ratio is a 0.77 as

compared to 0.49 in the previous year. Net assets per share as
at 31st March 2025 is 130 baizas per share as against 155 baizas
for the previous year, declined due to issue of right issue at

0.065, discount to the book value.

Dividends

The company’s accumulated profits (retained earnings) as of

31st March 2025, are OMR 4.8 million. The Board of Directors

recommends a cash Dividend of 4% (Last year: 5%) and Stock

Dividend of 4% (last year: 3%) for the approval of shareholders.

Financial statements

The audited consolidated financial statements presented

includes the following:

1. Theresults of Subsidiary Companies for the year ended 31st
December, 2024 of the following:

a) Al Anwar International Investment LLC, 100% subsidiary;

b) Al Anwar Taleem LLC, 100% subsidiary

c) Al Anwar Hospitality SAOC, 100% subsidiary; and

d) Al Anwar Industrial Investments SAOC, 100% subsidiary.

2. The share of profit/ (loss) of Associate Companies for the
year ended 31st December, 2024 (Al Ruwad International
Education Services SAOC up to 31st January 2025) in which
AAIl owns between 20% and 50% of share capital or has
significant influence.

3. Dividends from investments classified at Fair Value.

4. Realized and unrealized gains / losses from investment

classified at Fair Value.

Performance of Investments

Associates

1. Al Maha Ceramics SAOG (AMC) (AAI Stake - 18.74%):

AMC reported revenue of OMR 4,928,826 for the year ended

31st December 2024, compared to OMR 5,707,121 in the

previous year — a decrease of 13.6%. The net loss after tax for
the year was OMR (1,464,824), compared to a net loss of OMR

(1,120,593) in the corresponding period last year. AMC has

written off its entire investment in Al Hael Ceramics. As per

notification dated 24th April 2025, effective from 29th May

2025, Sultanate of Oman has imposed antidumping duty on all

ceramic and Porcelain products coming from India and China

with some exceptions. It is expected that it will help the
company to increase its sales in Oman.

2. Voltamp Energy SAOG (VE) (AAIl Stake - 24.68% to 15%):

VE reported revenues of OMR 41,552,772 for the year ended

31st December 2024, compared to OMR 30,512,671 in the

previous year, an improvement of 36%. The company reported

a net profit attributable to shareholders of the Parent Company

of OMR 5,281,005, significantly higher than OMR 816,510 of

previous year. This is mainly on account of strategic emphasis
on expanding its portfolio with premium, value-driven products
and boosting exports by entering new markets.

AAl divested a 9.68% stake in Voltamp during the year, realizing

a profit of OMR 1,357,000 from the transaction. Despite the

partial disposal, AAl continues to classify Voltamp as an

associate due to its sustained significant influence over the
company.

3. Arabia Falcon Insurance Company SAOG (AFIC)

(AAI Stake - 22.62%):

AFIC recorded insurance revenue of OMR 21,761,637 for the

year ended 31st December 2024, compared to OMR 20,973,982

in the previous year, an improvement of 3.8%. The net profit

after tax rose to OMR 1,585,328, from OMR 741,594 of previous
year, an improvement of 114%, primarily driven by improved
technical results. The company’s performance remains well-

aligned with overall market trends, reinforcing its position as a

stable and growing insurer in the sector.

4. Al Ruwad International for Education Services SAOC
(AIS) (AAI Stake - 43.51%):
The Company has reported lower revenue and a loss for the
twelve months period ended on 31st January 2025 as
compared to loss of last year. This is primarily due to lower
number of students enrolled in the school during academic
year.
5. National Biscuits Industries Ltd. SAOG (NABIL)
(AAI Stake - 29.22%):
NABIL reported revenue of OMR 19,459,000 for the twelve
months period ended on 31st December 2024 as against OMR
16,453,000 of last year, an improvement of 18% from last year.
The net profit for the period was OMR 993,000 as against OMR
601,000 for the same period of last year, an improvement of
65%. The growth in both revenue and profitability are attributed
to the company's expanded geographical coverage and
successful launch of new products in the premium segment.
6. National Detergent Co. SAOG (NDC) (AAl Stake -
25.24%):
NDC reported revenues of OMR 24,519,448 for the year ended
31st December 2024, compared to OMR 21,180,627 in the
previous year, an improvement of 16%. The company reported
a net profit of OMR 1,393,616 as compared to OMR 657,519
recorded in the previous year, an improvement of 112%. The
overall growth is primarily because of higher domestic sales,
product mixes and favorable raw material prices.
7. Oman Chlorine SAOG (OC) (AAI Stake - 22.11%)
Oman Chlorine Group has reported revenue of OMR 34,423,834
for the year ended 31st December 2024 as compared with OMR
32,174,460 in the previous year, a growth of 7%. The net profit
(Attributable to Parent Company Shareholders) for the period
isOMR 1,529,770 as compared to profit of OMR 1,968,036 in the
previous period, a decline of 22%.
Other significant investments
1. National Bank of Oman SAOG (NBO)
In line with the Board approved strategy, Al Anwar has acquired
an equity stake of 4.01% in NBO. The investment is classified at
fair value. As of 31st December 2024, National Bank of Oman
(NBO) reported a net profit of OMR 63.06 million, an 8.7%
increase from the previous year. Gross loans and advances
increased to OMR 4.09 billion, reflecting a growth of 11.7 per
cent over last year. Customer deposits as of 31 December 2024
are at OMR 4.13 billion, recording a strong growth of 14.4 per
cent over last year.
2. Dhofar International Development and Investment Co
SAOG (DIDIC)
AAl has an equity stake of 6.84% in DIDIC at carrying value of
OMR 6,763,787 as at 31st March 2025. The investment is
classified at fair value. As of 31st December 2024, DIDIC
reported a net profit of OMR 8.29 million, reflecting a 6.8%
increase from the previous year's OMR 7.76 million. This growth
was primarily driven by improved performance in key associate
companies and a reduction in unrealized losses on financial
assets.
3. Bank Dhofar SAOG
AAl has an equity stake of 1.51% in Bank Dhofar at carrying
value of OMR 6,489,687 as at 31st March 2025. The investment
is classified at fair value. Bank Dhofar reported a net profit of
OMR 43.61 million for 2024, up 12.5% from the previous year.
Key financial highlights include a 3.0% increase in net interest
income, 8.6% growth in total assets to OMR 5.09 billion, and a
14.1% rise in customer deposits.
Omanisation
AAl has always been fully committed of recruiting and training
Omani employees and developing and promoting the local
talent. AAl Omanisation level at 31st March 2025 is 57%.
Outlook
In 2024, Standard & Poor's upgraded Oman's credit rating from
"BBB-" to "BB+" with a stable outlook. This upgrade marks
Oman’s return to investment-grade status after nearly seven
years, reflecting significant improvements in public finances,
fiscal discipline, and economic reforms.
AAIl has maintained a prudent and active approach towards
managing its investment portfolio. Our objective this year is to:
« continue to support and pro-actively manage our
investment companies and,
«+ take advantage of investment opportunities available in the
market
We are confident that AAI and its Group companies will
continue to play a pivotal role in Oman's economic growth,
create job opportunities for Omani nationals, and attract foreign
investments in the Sultanate of Oman.
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Chairman

Consolidated statement of financial position

as at 31 March 2025

ASSETS

Investment in associates
Investments at fair value
Property and other assets
Receivables and prepayments
Cash and bank balances
TOTAL ASSETS

EQUITY

Share capital

Legal reserve

Equity investment reserve
Associates' reserves
Retained earnings

Total equity

LIABILITIES

Bank borrowings

Payables

Total liabilities

TOTAL EQUITY AND LIABILITIES
Net assets per share (in Baisas)

Consolidated statement of profit or loss and other

comprehensive income for the year
ended 31 March 2025

2025 2024

RO’000 RO’000
Share of results of associates 1,888 559
Net investment income 2,750 1,585
Otherincome 31 28
Netincome 4,669 2,172
Administrative expenses (374) (353)
Finance costs (1,264) (1,066)
Capital work-in-progress written-off - (36)
Reversal of contingency provision 40 260
Provision for impairment loss on
investment in associates (540) (300)
Corporate Social Responsibility expenses (10) (10)
Directors’'fees and remuneration (136) (135)
Total expenses (2,284) (1,640)
Profit before tax for the year 2,385 532
Income tax - -
Net profit for the year 2,385 532
Other comprehensive income:
Items that will not be reclassified to profit or loss
Share of other comprehensive income
of associates 284 479
Fair value (loss) / gain on investments
at fair value through other comprehensive income (1,012) 557
Other comprehensive income for the year (728) 1,036
Total comprehensive income and net
profit for the year 1,657 1,568
Earnings per share (in Baisas) - Restated 1 2

2025 2024
RO’000 RO’000
29,392 30,915
32,352 13,241
2,284 2,274
1,866 1,263
485 85
66,379 47,778
26,086 20,600
4,930 4,674
373 1,385
1,273 803
4,756 4412
37,418 31,874
28,790 15,725
171 179
28,961 15,904
66,379 47,778
130 155

Note:1) The complete accounts will be send by mail to any shareholders who
requests them in arabic or english as requested, within 7 days of recept of the

request.

2) Financial statements are available on MSX website.
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Toyota Prado offers raffle trips to Istanbul

Toyota Prado now offers buyers
exclusive benefits, including
chances to win one of 16
iPhonel6 Pro Max and one of five
international holiday packages to
Istanbul for two adults (4 nights,
5 days) in a Grand Raffle draw.

The other benefits include
free service from 3 years
30,000km up to 10
years/100,000km (whichever is
earlier), 1 year insurance and
Scratch & Win prizes which vary
by model, variant, model year
and manufacturing year, a press
release said. The campaign, that
began on June 1, will last until
July 31.

For decades, the Prado has
been the trusted companion of
off-road adventurers and city
drivers alike. Now, in its latest
generation, it raises the bar even
higher with enhanced capability,
superior comfort, and a bold,
retro-inspired presence that
commands attention on every
road.

Built on Toyota's advanced
GA-F platform, the Prado deliv-
ers unmatched durability and
stability across challenging ter-
rains. Whether navigating rocky
trails, cruising through the city, or
taking on long road trips across
Oman'’s diverse landscapes, the
Prado ensures a confident and

controlled drive.

Retaining its robust body-on-
frame construction, the Prado in-
troduces Electric Power Steering
(EPS), which offers smoother

handling, reduces kickback on
uneven surfaces and provides ef-
fortless manoeuvrability at any
speed. Drivers can choose be-
tween a 2.4ltr Turbo Petrol or a

2.8ltr Turbo Diesel engine, each
paired with an 8-speed auto-
matic transmission, delivering a
perfect blend of power, precision
and efficiency.

Inside, the Prado offers a
thoughtfully designed seven-
seat cabin that speaks to both
strength and sophistication. The
spacious interior is crafted for

families and adventurers who
value comfort as much as capa-
bility, while Toyota Safety Sense
ensures that every journey is
safer, smarter and more relaxing.

With features designed to re-
duce driver fatigue and enhance
awareness, long drives across
Oman's open highways or
through  winding  mountain
passes become more enjoyable
than ever.

With Oman’s unique terrain
ranging from rugged mountains,
to sandy deserts and coastal
highways, the Prado is perfectly
tuned to meet the lifestyle de-

mands of local drivers. It is a ve-
hicle that has consistently
proven itself in the toughest en-
vironments and now brings even
more comfort, power and intelli-
gent features for the next gener-
ation of explorers. Whether it is
a family getaway, a weekend off-
road adventure, or daily drives
through bustling streets, the
Prado is engineered to perform,
protect and impress.

OABwrapsup
Nizwaroadshow

Oman Arab Bank (OAB) has
successfully concluded the third
leg of its SME Development
Training Roadshow, held in
Nizwa from June 17-18.

Organised in collaboration
with the SME Development Au-
thority and Oman Chamber of
Commerce and Industry in
Nizwa, under the bank’s flagship
‘Tumouhi’ initiative, the event
drew wide participation from as-
piring entrepreneurs and small
business owners in Dakhliyah,
continuing a nationwide mission
to support and empower Oman's
growing SME sector. The event
was held under the auspices of
Sheikh Dr Faisal bin Ali bin
Rashid al Zidi, Wali of Manah, a
press release said.

Following successful work-
shops in Muscat and Sohar ear-
lier this year, the Nizwa event
brought together a dynamic mix
of sessions covering financial lit-
eracy, business strategy, market-
ing, and HR fundamentals.
Designed to offer hands-on

learning and real-world insights,
the two-day workshop also
served as a vibrant networking
hub for local entrepreneurs and
industry experts.

Sheikh Zidi expressed his en-
thusiasm towards this initiative
in supporting the SME sector,
praising the government's stead-
fast approach and the great at-
tention it pays to this vital sector,
given its pivotal role in support-
ing the growth of the economy
and enhancing its diversity. He
emphasised that supporting en-
trepreneurs and emerging busi-
ness owners contributes to
creating new job opportunities
and enhancing local innovation.

"This workshop is a true turn-
ing point for entrepreneurs. They
would walk in with ideas, and
leave with a plan, equipped with
the confidence to take their busi-
nesses to the next level. The ses-
sions were practical, relevant,
and exactly what small business
owners and entrepreneurs would
need," he stated.

Sohar Aluminium, Siraj Foundation sign agreement

Sohar Aluminium and Siraj Edu-
cation Endowment Foundation
signed a cooperation agreement
to fund the purchase of elec-
tronic donation devices for the
Foundation.

The agreement was signed on
the sidelines of the Academia-In-
dustry Forum organised by the
Ministry of Higher Education,
Research and Innovation. This
agreement reflects both parties’
commitment to supporting sus-
tainable educational initiatives
and promoting a culture of char-
itable endowments that are di-
rected towards supporting the
higher education sector in the
sultanate.

The agreement was signed in
the presence of H E Prof Rahma
bint Ibrahim Al Mahrougi, Min-
ister of Higher Education, Re-
search and Innovation. The

agreement was signed by Jameel
Mohammed Shakeel, Corporate
Communications and Social Re-
sponsibility Manager at Sohar
Aluminium and Eng Mahmood
bin Khalfan Al Hadidi, CEO of
Siraj Education Endowment
Foundation.

Based on this agreement,
Sohar Aluminium will fund the
purchase of electronic donation
devices that will facilitate
fundraising efforts to support
students in higher education in-
stitutions who are financially dis-
advantaged or come from

low-income families, enabling
them to continue their academic
studies.

The support will be adminis-
tered through a structured
mechanism that ensures trans-
parency and optimal use of fi-
nancial resources. Siraj, for its

part, will be responsible for the
operation, management, and
regular maintenance of the elec-
tronic donation devices.

Ahmed bin Mohammed al
Kharusi, general manager of
Human Resources and Corpo-
rate Affairs at Sohar Aluminium,
stated that the agreement is part
of the company’s broader efforts
to strengthen its partnerships
and support the initiatives of var-
ious government institutions.

“Through this agreement, we
aim to support the purchase of
smart endowment donation de-
vices that make it easier for indi-
viduals to contribute to the
education sector, which in turn
helps prevent financially disad-
vantaged students from missing
the opportunity to complete
their university education,” he
added.

ahlibank demonstrates its market leadership

Reinforcing its position as a lead-
ing player in the Sultanate of
Oman's debt capital markets
(DCM), Ahlibank has success-
fully acted as Issue Manager for
the RO15mn senior bond is-
suance by United Finance Com-
pany (UFC), comprising a base
issue of RO10mn and a fully ex-
ercised greenshoe option of
RO5mn.

The transaction had a novel
structure of being the first se-
nior bond issuance by a Finance
and Leasing Company (FLC) in
recent years. This structure en-
abled the three-year issuance

to price competitively at a
coupon of 7.00% pa, a press re-
lease said.

Hanaa al Kharusi, senior gen-
eral manager, Wholesale Bank-

ing at Ahlibank, said, “We con-
tinue to remain the #1 issue
manager for fixed income is-
suance for private issuers on
the Muscat Stock Exchange. At

Ahlibank, we remain committed
to empowering Omani corpo-
rates through bespoke capital-
raising strategies that are both
efficient and market-respon-
sive. The successful execution
of this bond issuance under-
scores our advisory strength,
our distribution expertise, and
our ability to navigate market
dynamics with precision, posi-
tioning ahlibank as a trusted
partner in accelerating corpo-
rate growth through capital
market access.”

The issuance garnered ro-
bust investor interest with total

demand of RO17.2mn, reflect-
ing a 1.7x oversubscription un-
derscoring Ahlibank's capability
in structuring and delivering
high-impact capital market
transactions. The private place-
ment received over 60 applica-
tions, representing the highest
level of investor participation
for any comparable corporate
bond issuance in recent years.

The strong momentum sur-
rounding the offering illustrates
growing market confidence—
not only in the issuer, but also in
Ahlibank's execution expertise
and market-readiness.

Tourism

The Media, Tourism, and Cul-
ture Committee of the Shura
Council held its seventh meet-
ing of the second annual session
(2024-2025), chaired by H E
Abdullah Hamad al Harthy.
The session hosted H E
Azzan Qassim al Busaidi, Un-
dersecretary for Tourism at the
Ministry of Heritage and
Tourism, along with ministry of-
ficials, to discuss strategies for
enhancing job localisation in the
tourism sector and the estab-
lishment of integrated tourism
cities and service stations for

Committee discusses investment, local

mobile homes, a press release
said.

H E Harthy welcomed the
ministry representatives, high-
lighting the value of direct en-

gagement with government
bodies to exchange ideas and
advance the tourism sector—
one of Oman's key pillars for
economic diversification under

Vision 2040.

H E Busaidi gave a detailed
presentation on the tourism
sector's latest performance in-
dicators, including its contribu-

tion to GDP, growth in local and
foreign investments, and the ex-
pansion of hospitality infrastruc-
ture. He also outlined future
development plans, ongoing

Isation strategies

inter-agency coordination ef-
forts, and challenges facing the
sector. He emphasised the link
between expanding tourism
projects and creating new job

opportunities for Omanis.

The members raised ques-
tions regarding the ministry’s
job creation efforts, particularly
in replacing expatriates in su-
pervisory and managerial roles.
They stressed the need for
phased Omanisation targets in
the hospitality sector that pre-
serve service quality.

Discussions also touched on
establishing integrated service
stations for mobile homes to
support adventure and desert
tourism, ensuring high stan-
dards of safety and accessibility.
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Turkish Airlines,
lcelandair expand
codesharing ties

Turkish Airlines and Icelandair
announced the expansion of
their existing codeshare part-
nership during the 81st IATA
AGM in New Delhi, India.

This expansion marks a sig-
nificant step in strengthening
connectivity between two key
regions at the crossroads of
continents and oceans, a press
release said.

Since the beginning of their
partnership in June 2023, the
two flag carriers have cooper-
ated under a codeshare agree-
ment to offer passengers
more seamless travel options.
Building on this foundation,
Icelandair will introduce direct
flights between Reykjavik and

stanbul, starting September
5, operating twice weekly dur-
ing the winter season. These
new flights will be incorpo-
rated into the scope of the
agreement, allowing Turkish
Airlines to put its marketing
code on Icelandair's opera-
tions.

In return, Icelandair will
place its marketing code on
select Turkish Airlines flights
beyond Istanbul, covering des-
tinations across Asia, the Mid-
dle East, and Africa. This
extended integration connects
Icelandair’s transatlantic net-
work with Turkish Airlines’
global reach across multiple
continents, creating new op-
portunities for both business
and leisure travel.

Turkish Airlines CEO, Bilal
Ek istated, “This cooperation
goes beyond a commercial

partnership. It represents a
strategic alignment between
two trusted carriers. By
launching direct flights be-
tween Reykjavik and Istanbul
and integrating our networks,
we are opening the door to
new traffic flows and connec-
tivity options between Iceland,
Turkiye and beyond.”

Bogi Nils Bogason, Ice-

landair CEO, added, “Building
on the partnership with Turk-
ish Airlines will offer travellers
even greater connectivity and
seamless travel options across
our combined networks. The
expansion of our codeshare
partnership to multiple desti-
nations in Asia, the Middle
East, and Africa, reflects our
shared commitment to service
excellence, building a stronger
global network and unlocking
new opportunities for growth.”
This enhanced cooperation
is expected to boost tourism
and trade between Turkiye
and Iceland while enhancing
global connectivity through a
most comprehensive route.

Shura Bureau reviews
government responses

The Shura Bureau held its 12th
regular meeting of the second
annual sitting of the Tenth Term
(2023-2027), chaired by H E
Tahir Mabkhoot al Junaibi,
deputy chairman of the Council,
in the presence of Council Bu-
reau members and H E Ahmed
Mohammed al Nadabi, secretary
general of the council.

During the meeting, the bu-
reau reviewed a number of gov-
ernment responses and official
correspondences, along with
several reports submitted by the
council's permanent committees
and working groups. The session
also saw the approval of a set of
follow-up tools submitted by
members of the council, a press
release said.

The reports discussed in-
cluded that of the working team
formed to review the benefits of
the Social Protection System. Es-
tablished in January 2025, the
team was tasked with assessing
the current benefits in light of
emerging societal needs and
concerns. The report outlined the
team'’s methodology, including
analysis of relevant literature,
benchmarking against interna-
tional best practices, and identi-
fying legislative and regulatory
gaps. It also presented the out-

comes of discussions with stake-
holders and experts, and pro-
posed a set of actionable
recommendations.

The bureau also examined the
report of the Digital Economy
Working Team, which was
formed to support Oman’'s
strategic shift towards a robust
digital economy in alignment
with Oman Vision 2040. The re-
port included key findings de-
rived from  consultations,
meetings, and sectoral analyses,

as well as recommendations to
enhance the digital ecosystem in
the sultanate.

The Bureau also reviewed the
report of the working group as-
signed to assess and evaluate
various proposals and reports
submitted to the council.

The meeting further covered
several reports from the council's
standing committees. Among
them was the Health and Social
Committee’s report on promot-
ing investment in the private

healthcare sector. The report in-
cluded an overview of the com-
mittee's efforts, data analysis,
stakeholder engagements, and
key recommendations. The Bu-
reau resolved to include this re-
port in the agenda of the next
Council session.

Also reviewed was the report
by the Services and Public Utili-
ties Committee on enhancing the
quality of telecommunications
services in Oman. The report
analysed the performance of

major companies, sectoral finan-
cial data, and provided recom-
mendations aimed at improving
service quality nationwide.

The Bureau also reviewed re-
ports of the Youth and Human
Resources Committee, including
a proposal to establish a national
centre for gifted Omanis, a report
on the implementation of the
Wage Protection System, and a
report addressing the grievances
of employees laid off by Al
Bashayer Company.

Vodafone sponsors OABC networking event

The Oman American Business
Council (OABC), in partnership
with Vodafone Oman hosted its
highly anticipated Speed Net-
working Evening last week,
bringing together decision-mak-
ers from Oman's leading compa-
nies and dynamic small and
medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs) for an evening of fast-
paced, high-impact business
networking.

Held at the Diplomatic Club,
the event was designed to foster
meaningful connections be-
tween established corporates
and growing businesses in a
structured format that max-
imises interaction. Each attendee

participated in a series of two-
minute introductions - ensuring
a room full of potential collabo-
rations and new opportunities, a
press release said.

Vodafone Oman played a piv-
otal role as the title sponsor, re-

inforcing its commitment to the
development of Oman's en-
trepreneurial and SME ecosys-
tem.

"OABC is here to connect
people and open doors—and
tonight's turnout proves what's

possible when we work to-
gether,” said Ali Daud, OABC
chairman. “Through our partner-
ship with Riyada, and Vodafone's
generous support, this has be-
come one of OABC's biggest
events yet. We're proud to stand

behind SMEs and help make
doing business in Oman easier.”

Mohammed al Alawi, head of
Enterprise at Vodafone Oman,
said, “At Vodafone Oman, we
are proud to be part of initiatives
that align with our commitment
to empowering Oman’'s en-
trepreneurial ecosystem. Events
like these foster meaningful con-
nections.”

Khalfan al Khatri, acting direc-
tor of marketing and events,
Riyada (SMEs Development Au-
thority), added, “It's vital for
Oman'’s SMEs to have access to
platforms where they can pre-
sent their businesses directly to
the corporate sector.”

Chery Oman unveils summer campaign

New World Autos, the distribu-
tor for Chery vehicles in Oman,
recently announced an exciting
Chery Summer Campaign under
the theme ‘Enjoy Summer Drives
with Cool Vibes'.

As families prepare for scenic
road trips and memorable get-
aways, Chery brings more value,
safety and innovation to every
journey with attractive benefits
for customers purchasing any
Chery vehicle this summer, a
press release said.

The benefits include Free
AAA Roadside Assistance, Free
Service up to 6 years/60,000km
(whichever is earlier), an unpar-
alleled 10 year/1,000,000km
engine warranty (not applicable
on Arrizo 5), free insurance,
Walk-in and Win raffle with a
chance to win a Samsung Galaxy
S25 Ultra 5G and Test Drive and

Win exciting prizes.

Also available is attractive
EMI options across the full range.
This exclusive campaign that
began on May 18, will continue
until July 17. (Prospective buyers
may be advised that the benefits
vary between model variants,
model year and manufacturing
year.)

Chery has established itself as
one of the most forward-thinking
automotive brands globally,
backed by strong investments in
research and development, in-
cluding five R&D centres world-
wide. Chery's vehicles reflect the
brand’'s commitment to intelli-
gent mobility, safety, energy effi-
ciency and driving comfort. With
numerous international awards
and patents, Chery's range in
Oman represents a fusion of cut-
ting-edge engineering, refined

aesthetics, and exceptional
value.

The range in Oman includes
all-new Tiggo 9, Tiggo 8 Pro
Max, Tiggo 7 Pro Max, Tiggo 4
Pro, Arrizo 8, Arrizo 6 Pro and
Arrizo 5.

The flagship SUV in the Chery
range, the Tiggo 9 is equipped
with a 2.0-litre turbocharged en-
gine, finely tuned to offer a har-
monious blend of power and
efficiency. Paired with an ad-
vanced 8-speed automatic
transmission and all-wheel drive
capability, it delivers a smooth,
confident and exhilarating driv-
ing experience across Oman's di-
verse terrain.

Inside, the Tiggo 9 offers a
sanctuary of calm and sophisti-
cation. Its seven-seat configura-
tion caters to modern families
and adventurers alike, while the

multi-layer noise reduction
cabin, ventilated leather seats,
front seat massage, driver head-
rest speakers and multi-zone cli-
mate control elevate passenger
comfort to new levels.

The Tiggo 8 Pro Max is pow-
ered by a 2ltr turbocharged en-
gine paired with a 7-speed Dual
Clutch Transmission (DCT), de-
livering robust performance and
efficiency. The cabin boasts pre-
mium leatherette seats, ambient
lighting and a high-definition
dual-screen infotainment setup.

Blending bold design and
practical versatility, the Tiggo 7
Pro Max comes with a 1.6ltr tur-
bocharged engine mated to a 7-
speed DCT for smooth, resp-
onsive drives. Inside, the SUV
features a sleek digital cockpit,
intelligent voice command sys-
tem and a panoramic sunroof.

Shell Oman, SQU teams
strengthen local talent

Shell Oman, in partnership with
Sultan Qaboos University (SQU),
successfully concluded the sec-
ond edition of the Energising
New Markets programme, an
immersive learning experience
designed to equip university stu-
dents with practical skills and in-
dustry insights aligned with
Oman'’s sustainable develop-
ment ambitions.

Held on the SQU campus, the
four-day programme brought to-
gether a group of promising stu-
dents from the College of
Economics and Political Science
and the College of Engineering to
take part in an intensive work-
shop. Centred around Shell's
CAR framework, which focuses
on Capacity, Achievement, and
Relationships, the programme
offered participants hands-on
exposure to the business side of
renewables and energy transi-
tion through real-world case
studies.

Over the first three days, stu-
dents worked in diverse teams to
analyse a commercial expansion
challenge linked to Shell's Pow-
ering Progress strategy. The ses-
sions combined technical and
soft skills training, while also ad-
dressing identified skillset gaps
through mentorship and guided

exercises led by Shell and SQU
professionals and experienced
facilitators.

On the final day, student
groups presented their commer-
cial business plans before a panel
of Shell and SQU leaders and
judges. The presentations
demonstrated not only their
strategic thinking, but also their
ability to apply classroom knowl-
edge to industry-relevant sce-
narios.

“This programme gave us a
platform to challenge ourselves,
apply what we've learned, and
grow in new ways outside the
classroom,” shared one of the
participating students.

Professor Salim Al Harthi,
deputy vice chancellor for Aca-

demic Affairs and Community
Service at SQU said, “This collab-
oration stands as a pioneering
model of synergy between aca-
demic institutions and the indus-
try sector, offering a practical
learning environment that en-
hances students’ skills in strate-
gic thinking, problem-solving,
teamwork, and other essential
competencies required in today's
dynamic job market.”

This initiative, first introduced
in 2024, is part of Shell's broader
In-Country Value (ICV) efforts
to support local talent and build
amore sustainable, future-ready
workforce. In 2025, the pro-
gramme expanded further with
two workshops and the number
of participants doubling.
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Pakistan recommends Donald Trump for Nobel Peace Prize

Islamabad, Pakistan - Pakistan
has announced that it recom-
mended US President Donald
Trump for the 2026 Nobel
Peace Prize, in recognition of
what it described as his ‘deci-
sive' diplomatic intervention
during the recent Pakistan-India
crisis, according to an official
statement issued on Saturday.

Islamabad  stated that
Trump's intervention helped
defuse tensions and avert a

Moscow/Kyiv - Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin has reaf-
firmed Moscow's opposition to
the spread of weapons of mass
destruction, including any po-
tential acquisition by Iran, in an
interview published Saturday.

Putin told Sky News Arabia
that Russia supports Iran’s right
to develop nuclear energy for
peaceful purposes, emphasising
that the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) has
‘found no evidence' suggesting
Tehran seeks to build nuclear
weapons.

He reaffirmed Russia’s firm
opposition to the proliferation of
weapons of mass destruction,
describing Iran's fatwa banning
nuclear weapons as a serious
and 'important’ step that should
be taken seriously.

"We believe Iran has the right
to use nuclear energy peacefully,
and we are ready to help,” Putin
said.

Hostilities broke out on June
13 when Israel launched
airstrikes on several sites across
Iran, including military and nu-
clear facilities, prompting
Tehran to launch retaliatory
strikes.

Moscow had informed Israeli
leaders multiple times that ‘Iran
is not pursuing nuclear
weapons', urging dialogue to re-
duce regional fears and promote
collective security.

The Russian president also
said it is essential to ‘declare

broader conflict between the
two nuclear-armed neighbours,
which could have had catas-
trophic consequences for mil-
lions across the region and
beyond.

“At a moment of heightened
regional turbulence, President
Trump demonstrated great
strategic foresight and stellar
statesmanship through robust
diplomatic engagement with
both Islamabad and New Delhi

US President Donald Trump

Russian President Vladimir Putin said that Russia supports Iran's right to develop nuclear energy for peaceful purposes

Ukraine a neutral country, out-
side any military alliances, and
without nuclear weapons’,
adding that such guarantees are
vital for lasting regional stability.

He stressed that Russia in-
sists on Kyiv recognising the re-
sults of referendums held in four
Ukrainian regions, warning: “Ig-

noring them would mean the
possibility of renewed armed
conflict.”

Putin claimed that Russia and
Ukraine were close to an agree-
ment during the 2022 Istanbul
talks, and expressed hope that
Ukraine's current leadership
would prioritise national inter-

ests ‘rather than the agendas of
third parties'.

He accused ‘external actors’
of exploiting Ukraine for geopo-
litical goals, saying: “Ukraine de-
serves a better fate than to be a
tool in the hands of those work-
ing against Russia.”

Meanwhile, Ukrainian Foreign

which de-escalated a rapidly
deteriorating situation,” it said
in the statement, adding: “This
intervention stands as a testa-
ment to his role as a genuine
peacemaker and his commit-
ment to conflict resolution
through dialogue.”

At the height of hostilities
between India and Pakistan
last month, triggered by the
April 22 attack in the Indian-
administered Kashmir, Trump

Minister Andrii Sybiha on Friday
condemned Putin's ‘cynical
statements’ that show contempt
for international efforts to end
the war in Ukraine.

Sybiha responded to Putin
who said, ‘Wherever a Russian
soldier steps is ours’, during the
St Petersburg International Eco-

announced on May 10 that the
US mediated a ceasefire, say-
ing he prevented a potential
nuclear war by using trade and
direct diplomacy between the
two South Asian nuclear-
armed nations.

The latest development
came after Trump met with
Pakistani military chief General
Asim Munir at the White House
on Wednesday.

Pakistan further said it ‘ac-

nomic Forum. Sybiha said Rus-
sian troops bring only 'death, de-
struction, and devastation’
wherever they go.

He accused the Russian pres-
ident of sacrificing his own peo-
ple in the war.

"He already disposed one mil-
lion Russian soldiers in a sense-
less bloodbath in Ukraine
without achieving a single
strategic goal. One million sol-
diers. Two million feet.”

“The only way to force Russia
into peace is to deprive it of its
sense of impunity,” Sybiha wrote
on X.

He urged the international
community to step up military
aid to Ukraine, impose devastat-
ing sanctions and isolate
Moscow diplomatically.

Besides, seven Baltic and
Nordic countries urged on Friday
that Russian soldiers be banned
from entering the Schengen
zone.

Warning that the treat from
Russia to the security of the EU
will remain even after the war in
Ukraine ends, the interior minis-
ters of Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania,
Finland, Norway, Sweden and

knowledges and greatly ad-
mires President Trump's sin-
cere offers to help resolve the
longstanding dispute of Jammu
and Kashmir between India and
Pakistan'.

“Durable peace in South Asia
will remain elusive until the im-
plementation of United Nations
Security Council resolutions
concerning Jammu and Kash-
mir’, the statement stressed.
Anadolu Agency

Moscow backs Iran's peaceful nuke
programme, opposes weaponisation

Poland said, “Member States
should take all necessary mea-
sures to ensure that individuals
who are or have been contracted
by the Russian armed forces or
other armed groups acting on
behalf of the regime are not al-
lowed to undermine our security
or move freely within the Schen-
gen Area,’ said a joint statement.

“In particular, it is important
to avoid granting residence per-
mits or visas to those who have

participated in the war of ag-
gression against Ukraine,” it
added.

Estonian Interior Minister Igor
Taro maintained that hundreds
of thousands of Russians who
fought in the war against
Ukraine should not be allowed to
travel freely in the Schengen
zone.

“"We will not grant them resi-
dence permits, we will not grant
them visas, because this whole
group, which has killed and de-
stroyed there (in Ukraine), poses
a very serious security threat to
all of us,” he told Estonian public
broadcaster ERR about the
statement.

Anadolu Agency

Why justiceis crucial in DRC-Rwanda peace deal

Kinshasa, DRC- The Democratic
Republic of the Congo govern-
ment and Rwanda will be the
chief signatories of the peace
agreement, with little or no in-
volvement from the rebel groups
currently occupying the eastern
parts of Goma under the Congo
River Alliance. Technical teams
from Rwanda and Congo initi-
ated a draft on Wednesday in
the US-mediated peace process.

Analysts, however, say the
sticking point could be the im-
plementation. “The reason why
we have a challenge with all
these peace deals is because, we
keep including clauses for
amnesty. It means it is justice
delayed,” said Kambale Musavili
from the Centre for Research on
Congo-Kinshasa.

“What it signals to armed
groups committing crimes on
the ground is that you can pick
up guns and blackmail the Con-
golese government to negotia-
tions. The Americans are
making the same posture, unfor-
tunately they are going to rein-
vigorate the same militia
groups,” Musavili added.

Concerns have also been
raised about the details of the
deal, which are yet to be made
public to the Congolese.

“"What we are experiencing
here is not really new. But now,
what are the operational com-

Eastern Congo region witnessed increased violence when M23 rebels advanced on main cities of Goma and Bukavu

KAMBALE MUSAVILI

mitments that will be put in
place?,” said Professor Philippe-
Doudou Kaganda, Scientific Di-
rector of the Centre for Research
and Study on Conflict and Peace
in the Great Lakes Region.

“It is precisely here that there
is a risk that we will not have a
realistic agreement on certain
aspects and that could possibly

lead the belligerents to
strengthen their demands and
continue to wage war.”

Cautious optimism
The Congolese civil society is
optimistic but cautions that his-
tory may repeat itself if the deal
is not carefully handled.
“Certainly, this is an agree-
ment that we are longing for,”
Hyprocat Marume, President of
the South Kivu civil society, said.
“But it should have been signed
since the capture of Bunagana,
instead of letting our people die
first and leaving us in a crisis sit-
uation.” Marume stressed that
the Congolese government must
help its citizens to live in peace
and tranquillity. “Taking up arms
to demand positions, we must
ensure that this experience

never happens again.”

Previous ceasefires between
Kinshasa and Kigali have often
failed, but Washington hopes
this one will stick and bring eco-
nomic opportunities.

The draft peace deal aims to
end fighting in eastern Congo,
where Rwandan-backed M23
rebels made significant ad-
vances at the beginning of the
year, capturing the strategic city
of Goma and the town of
Bukavu. “The agreement in-
cludes provisions on respect for
territorial integrity and a prohibi-
tion of hostilities, disengage-
ment,  disarmament, and
conditional integration of non-
state armed groups,” said a
statement posted to the US
State Department’s website.
DW

YOGA DAY

People take part in a mass yoga session at Independence Square in Colombo, Sri Lanka, on Satuday, marking
the International Day of Yoga (Xinhua)

BTS member Suga completes South Korea's military duty

Seoul, South Korea - Suga, the
last member of the K-Pop group
BTS to complete
mandatory military se

vice with the South Ko-

rean army, was
discharged on Satur-

day, opening the wa

for the band's reunion.

Suga started his service n

2023. Earlier this month, BTS
members Jimin and Jung Kook

were also discharged from their
duties.

Ve confirm that Suga

fectively completed his

ilternative service on

June 18 by using his re-

maining leave. His offi-

ial discharge date is

e 21" BTS' label, Big

riciviusic, said in a statement.

He completed his military duty

as a social service agent. Unlike

other members, Suga's discharge
was not celebrated with the pub-
lic, amid fears of overcrowding.

After his release from the na-
tional service, Suga posted a
message on fan community plat-
form Weverse. “Above all else, |
wanted to... sincerely thank our
fans who waited for me all this
time,” SUGA told the group's fans
- collectively known as ARMY.
DW
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Iran's leader Khamenei retreats to

bunker, names successors: Rep

Tehran, Iran - Iranian Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
has taken ‘an extraordinary se-
ries of steps’ to safeguard both
his life and the leadership struc-
ture of the Islamic Republic amid
escalating Israeli attacks on Ira-
nian territory, according to a re-
port by The New York Times on
Saturday.

Citing three Iranian officials
familiar with emergency war
plans, the report said Khamenei
has suspended electronic com-
munications and now speaks
with  commanders primarily
through a 'trusted aide’, in an ef-
fort to avoid detection.

The supreme leader, now ‘en-
sconced in a bunker’, has report-
edly appointed a line of
replacements down the military
chain of command, and also
named three senior clerics as
potential successors in the
event of his death, the report
added.

The measures come amid Is-
raeli threats to eliminate the Ira-
nian leader.

The officials cited by The New
York Times said that Khamenei
believes either Israel or the US
could attempt to assassinate
him.

The report emphasised the
seriousness of Iran's current sit-
uation, noting that Khamenei's
son Mojtaba, once rumoured to
be a frontrunner, is not among
the named successors.

Security concerns have led
the Iranian Ministry of Intelli-
gence to enforce strict measures,
including a ban on the use of

phones or electronic devices by
senior officials and military com-
manders, the report said.

There has been no comment
from the Iranian side regarding
the report so far.

17 Iranian scientists
killed, claims Israel
Meanwhile, Israeli Channel 12
claimed on Saturday that 17 Ira-

nian nuclear scientists have been
killed so far amid the ongoing
military confrontation between
Israel and Iran now entering its
ninth day.

The channel reported that a
senior nuclear scientist was
killed on Friday night in an Israeli
strike on an apartment in the Ira-
nian capital Tehran, along with
two other nuclear experts.

The total number of nuclear
scientists that have been al-
legedly killed since the beginning
of the hostilities now stands at
17, according to the Israeli media
outlet.

The Israeli daily Yedioth
Ahronoth identified one of the
scientists killed in the Friday
night attack as Ithar Tabatabai
Kamsha, described as an expert
in nuclear weapons, and noted
that his wife was also killed in the
strike.

Channel 12 claimed that the
targeted apartment was specifi-
cally housing nuclear scientists,
but provided no further details.
The Israeli military has not issued
an official statement on the re-
ported assassinations.

Iranian authorities have not
responded to the allegations.

Earlier reports by the Israeli
Army Radio said that an Israeli
drone had struck a residential
unit in the central Geisha neigh-
bourhood of Tehran late on Fri-

day, allegedly killing a nuclear
scientist and two of his aides.

Israel has previously con-
firmed the assassination of 10
Iranian nuclear scientists in sep-
arate incidents during the ongo-
ing conflict.

430 killed in Iran

Iran's Deputy Health Minister
Iraj Harirchi announced on Sat-
urday that the death toll from Is-
raeli airstrikes rose to 430, with
than 3,500

more civilians

ort

wounded since the start of the
attacks on June 13, according to
a Health Ministry press release
cited by local media.

The Israeli strikes have tar-
geted a wide range of sites, in-
cluding missile depots, nuclear
facilities, and residential areas in
Tehran, Isfahan, Qom, Khorram-
abad, and other cities.

Among the reported targets
was the nuclear site in Isfahan,
which Iranian authorities said did
not suffer hazardous leaks.

Meanwhile, the Human
Rights Activists News Agency
reported Thursday that up to
639 people have been killed and
more than 1,300 injured in the Is-
raeli assault.

Iran has retaliated with coor-
dinated drone and missile at-
tacks on Israeli territory.

On the Israeli side, at least 25
people have been killed and
more than 2,500 injured in Ira-
nian strikes, according to figures
released by Israeli authorities.

Five members of Iran’s Revo-
lutionary Guards were also killed
in Israeli attacks targeting the
city of Khorramabad in western
Iran, the Iranian Mehr news
agency reported on Saturday.

Khorramabad, the capital of
the Lorestan province, has not
been previously reported as a
primary target in the ongoing
hostilities between Iran and Is-
rael. Iranian media reported ear-
lier on Saturday that two people
were killed and four injured in an
Israeli attack in Qom in central
Iran.

Anadolu Agency

Cousin of ousted
regime leader
Assad arrested in
Syria: Officials

Damascus, Syria - Syria’s Inte-
rior Ministry announced on Sat-
urday that Wassim Badi
al-Assad, cousin of ousted
regime leader Bashar al-Assad
and a top suspect in war crimes
and large-scale drug trafficking,
has been arrested during a secu-
rity operation.

According to a statement by
the ministry on Telegram, Was-
sim was captured through a joint
operation carried out by the Gen-
eral Intelligence Directorate in
coordination with Interior Min-
istry units.

“The General Intelligence Di-
rectorate, in collaboration with
relevant Interior Ministry depart-
ments, successfully ambushed
and apprehended the criminal
Wassim Assad, known for com-
mitting numerous crimes during
the former regime era and for
being one of the most prominent
drug traffickers,” the statement
said.

Born in 1980, Wassim is mar-
ried and resides in Syria's coastal
province Tartus. For years, he
has been recognised as a central
figure in Syria's drug trade.

As a cousin of Bashar al-

Assad, Wassim has been in-
cluded in the sanctions lists of
both the US and the EU.

He was particularly known for
his role in the production and
smuggling of narcotic pills, serv-
ing as a crucial figure in the finan-
cial and logistical operations of
the network.

Assad, Syria's leader for
nearly 25 years, fled to Russia in
December, ending the Baath
Party's regime, which had been in
power since 1963.

Ahmad Al-Sharaa, who led
anti-regime forces to oust Assad,
was declared president for a
transitional period in January.
Anadolu Agency

Israel kills 11 aid seekers in Gaza, including 3 children

Gaza City, Palestine - At least 11
Palestinians, including three chil-
dren, were killed on Saturday
morning in Israeli attacks involv-
ing shelling and gunfire targeting
civilian gatherings waiting for hu-
manitarian aid in southern and
central Gaza, according to med-
ical sources.

In the latest incident, three
Palestinian children were killed
and another critically injured in
an Israeli strike on a group of
children on Al-Mansoura Street
in the Shejaiya neighbourhood
east of Gaza City, a medical
source told Anadolu.

In another attack, Al-Awda
Hospital in central Gaza reported
receiving five fatalities and 15 in-
juries, including four critical
cases, resulting from Israeli
strikes on civilians waiting for aid
south of the Wadi Gaza area.

Early on Saturday, medical
sources told Anadolu that three
Palestinians were shot dead by
Israeli forces near an aid distribu-
tion point west of Rafah city in
southern Gaza.

Three Palestinian children were killed in an Israeli strike on a group of children in the Shejaiya neighbourhood

Eyewitnesses said the victims
were killed while waiting to re-
ceive humanitarian aid at distri-
bution sites controlled by the
Israeli army. Also, several Pales-
tinians were shot near the
Nitzarim area in central Gaza
while attempting to access aid.

Since May 7, Israel has been
bypassing UN and international

relief organisations by distribut-
ing limited aid through the so-
called Gaza Humanitarian
Foundation, which is backed by
Israel and the US but rejected by
the UN.

Palestinians  seeking aid
through this mechanism have
become daily targets of Israeli
fire, resulting in many casualties.

Medical sources also reported
multiple injuries in Gaza hospi-
tals caused by recent Israeli
airstrikes targeting various areas.

Eyewitnesses told Anadolu
that northern parts of the Bureij
refugee camp in central Gaza
were subjected to heavy Israeli
artillery shelling.

Anadolu Agency

Gazadeath
tollrises to
55,908

At least 55,908 Palestinians
have been killed in Israel's
genocidal war since Octo-
ber 2023, the Health Min-
istry said on Saturday.

A ministry statement
said that 202 bodies were
brought to hospitals in the
last 48 hours, while 1,037
people were injured, taking
the number of injuries to
131,138 in the Israeli on-
slaught. “Many victims are
still trapped under the rub-
ble and on the roads as res-
cuers are unable to reach
them,"” it added.

Gaza's Health Ministry
reported that since May 27,
at least 450 Palestinians
have been killed and 3,466
others wounded while seek-
ing humanitarian aid due to
ongoing Israeli attacks.

Iran warns US against involvement in Israeli strikes, urges return to diplomacy

Istanbul, Turkey - Iranian Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi on Sat-
urday warned that the US partic-
ipation in Israel's ongoing attacks
on Iran would be ‘very unfortu-
nate’ and ‘extremely dangerous
for everyone'.

Speaking to reportersin Istan-
bul ahead of the 51st Session of
the Council of Foreign Ministers
of the Organization of Islamic Co-
operation (OIC) in Istanbul,
Araghchi  said: “Diplomacy
worked in the past, it can work
again. But to return to it, aggres-
sion must stop.”

He emphasised Iran’s readi-
ness for peaceful negotiations,
adding: “We are absolutely ready
for a negotiated solution, just like
in 2015."

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi

The minister accused Israel of
opposing diplomatic efforts, say-
ing: “Israel is clearly against diplo-
macy."” He reiterated that halting
hostilities was a prerequisite for
any diplomatic progress.

Araghchi is expected to meet

Russian President Vladimir Putin
on Monday in Moscow, accord-
ing to reports from NBC News
and Axios.

Araghchi, in an interview with
NBC News in Geneva following
talks with top European diplo-

mats, said Iran is ready to nego-
tiate but insisted that Israel first
must halt its aerial attacks.

Regarding if a deal with the US
could be reached within the two-
week time, he said it was up to
the Trump administration ‘to
show their determination for
going for a negotiated solution'.

"Or they have something else
in their mind, and they want to at-
tack Iran anyway,” he continued.

The foreign minister sug-
gested that the US ‘perhaps have
this plan and they just needed ne-
gotiations perhaps to cover it up’,
referring to Israeli air attacks.

He said Iran does not know if
the US can be trusted anymore
and called the Trump adminis-
tration’s actions a ‘betrayal to

diplomacy'.

OIC special session

At Iran’s request, a special ses-
sion with the participation of all
members of the OIC will be held
as part of the bloc's 51st Session
of the Council of Foreign Minis-
ters in Istanbul, diplomatic
sources said on Saturday.

The closed door meeting is
scheduled for Saturday evening,
according to information ob-
tained from Turkish Foreign Min-
istry sources.

At atime when Israel's attacks
on Gaza and Iran continue, Istan-
bul is once again hosting a highly
significant event, drawing global
attention to Turkiye.

Anadolu Agency
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Iran-Israel war: India on a tightrope

New Delhi, India - India main-
tains amicable relations with both
Israel and Iran, which is the result
of a delicate balancing act
stretching back many years.
Now, New Delhi finds itself in
a precarious position as the Is-
rael-Iran conflict seems to be es-
calating into a  broader
confrontation with mounting
death tolls and rising uncertainty.

India’s diplomatic
tightrope

Over the last decade, India has
strengthened ties with Israel, par-
ticularly in defence and technol-
ogy. India has acquired advanced
weaponry, including Barak 8 de-
fence missiles, unmanned aerial
vehicles (UAVs), loitering muni-
tions and sophisticated radar sys-
tems. In last month's short-lived
conflict between India and Pak-
istan, New Delhi reportedly
utilised various Israeli-origin
weapons, underscoring the im-
portance of the strategic defence
partnership.

At the same time, India values
its historical and cultural connec-
tions with Iran, as well as its
strategic role in regional connec-
tivity, energy security, and
geopolitical balance. Tehran is
also New Delhi's second-largest
supplier of crude oil.

Importantly, Iran acts as
India’s gateway to Afghanistan
and Central Asia. The Chabahar
Port project on the Gulf of Oman,
developed jointly by India and
Iran, is central to this strategy,
providing India with direct access
to this region while bypassing

Pakistan.

Shanthie Mariet D'Souza, a re-
gional expert monitoring current
events, said that ‘India needs to
maintain its balancing act to pro-
tect its security ties with Israel
and protect its strategic interests
and economic commitment to
the Chabahar Port'.

"With such contrasting objec-
tives, strategic ambiguity serves
the purpose of India being
dragged into the conflict, which is
bound to widen if the war drags
on,” D'Souza, founder of the
Mantraya Institute for Strategic
Studies, told DW.

Safeguarding New
Delhi’s interests
Last week, India’s Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs issued a statement
expressing deep concern at the
recent developments between
Iran and Israel.

“India urges both sides to
avoid any escalatory steps. Exist-
ing channels of dialogue and

diplomacy should be utilised to
work towards a de-escalation of
the situation and resolving under-
lying issues,” said the statement.
“India enjoys close and
friendly relations with both coun-
tries and stands ready to extend
all possible support,” it added.
Sticking to its policy of strate-
gic ambiguity and nonalignment,

India distanced itself from a re-
cent Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganization (SCO) statement
denouncing lIsrael's attacks on
Iran.

The SCO is a 10-member bloc
created by China and Russia to
counter the Western-led global
order. India is also a SCO mem-
ber, despite its regional rivalry

with China. Responding to the es-
calation between Israel and Iran,
the SCO expressed ‘serious con-
cern’ and strongly condemned
the Israeli military strikes.

P R Kumaraswamy, a profes-
sor of Middle Eastern studies
specialising in Israeli politics at
Delhi's Jawaharlal Nehru Univer-
sity, told DW that India’s strate-
gic silence on the Israel-Iran
conflict, mirrored by its decisive
refusal to endorse the SCO, re-
flects a ‘calculated, nuanced and
matured approach’ rooted in its
national interests and geopolitical
balancing.

“This approach, akin to its
neutrality during the Ukraine-
Russia war, also recognises the
sentiments in several Arab cap-
itals as they are caught be-
tween lIsraeli actions and a
nuclear Iran as their neighbour,’
said Kumaraswamy.

“Strategic autonomy can also
be pursued through calculated
and minimalist responses with-
out any rhetorical declarations.”

D'Souza, however, said such a
policy will be useful as long as the
conflict between Israel and Iran is
short.

“If it drags on, every move of
India will be analysed and as-
sessed, and its impartiality will be
tested, which will be a test case
for India's diplomacy,” she said.

“It will come under pressure if
the conflict prolongs. However,
being a votary of diplomacy and
dialogue is a prudent policy that
will maintain India's principle of
non-alignment,” she added.

Earlier this week, India
launched ‘Operation Sindhu' to
evacuate Indian nationals, start-
ing with 110 Indian students from
northern Iran. These students
were assisted in crossing into Ar-
menia by road under the supervi-
sion of Indian diplomats.

Following the successful
evacuation from Iran, India ex-
tended the operation to include
its nationals in Israel. Indian citi-
zens who wish to leave Israel are
being evacuated through land
borders and then brought to
India by air, according to India’s
Foreign Ministry.

DW

AND RUSSIA

Staff members get off an international train from Pyongyang, North Korea at the Khabarovsk Railway Station in
Khabarovsk, Russia, on Saturday. The train service, resumed operation after a five-year suspension (xinhua)

517 Indians return from Iran

New Delhi, India - Indian Min-
istry of External Affairs (MEA)
official spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said that so far, 517 Indian
nationals have returned to India
from Iran under Operation
Sindhu.

Jaiswal stated that a special
flight from Turkmenistan's Ash-
gabat arrived in New Delhi on
Saturday. The Indian govern-
ment has launched Operation
Sindhu to evacuate Indian na-
tionals from Iran, given the dete-
riorating situation as a result of
the ongoing conflict between
Iran and Israel.

In a post on X, Jaiswal stated:
“Operation Sindhu continues. A
special evacuation flight from
Ashgabat, Turkmenistan, landed
in New Delhi at 0300 hrs on 21st
June, bringing Indians from Iran
home. With this, so far 517 Indian
nationals from Iran have returned
home under Operation Sindhu.”

A fresh batch of Indian nation-
als evacuated from Iran landed
safely in Delhi on Saturday under
Operation Sindhu, as part of the
Government of India’s ongoing
efforts to bring back its citizens
from conflict-hit regions.

The Indian Embassy in Tehran
coordinated the safe movement
of students, while the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) ensured
their safe return. An Indian na-
tional who was evacuated from
Iran, Zaffar Abbas Naqvi, re-
counted how he and his family
stayed indoors initially after hear-
ing about the attack on Iran. They
later moved to Mashhad, which
also came under attack, prompt-
ing them to contact the Indian
government.

Nagqvi praised the swift action
taken by the government and
thanked Prime Minister Modi
and UP CM Yogi Adityanath for

their support.

"Everything was going fine, but
one day we heard that Iran had
been attacked. We stayed in-
doors for some time. We then
moved to Mashhad. Soon Mash-
had came under attack. We then
contacted the Indian govern-
ment. The action was so swift
that we cannot express our grat-
itude in words,” said Naqvi.

Kulsum, an Indian national
evacuated from Iran, expressed
relief at being back home safely,
saying the situation in Iran was
worrisome and the government'’s
help was invaluable.

ANI

What’s in store for Ukrainians
returning from Russian prisons?

Kyiv, Ukraine - When Yuriy
Hulchuk returned to Ukraine after
two and a half years of Russian
captivity, he seemed strangely
emotionless. A video on social
media shows his mother hugging
him upon his return, but he does-
n't react. Days later, he spoke
about the torture he suffered
while a prisoner of war.

Hulchuk, 23, was born and
raised in the Ukrainian capital,
Kyiv. He studied foreign lan-
guages and although he didn't
graduate, he was an exchange
student in Hungary and Germany
and also travelled throughout Eu-
rope and China.

When he couldn't find any
work, he enlisted in the Ukrainian
army in December 2021to make
ends meet. That's how Hulchuk
ended up in the 36th Brigade of
the Ukrainian Marine Corps,
fighting in the Ukrainian city of
Mariupol when the full-scale
Russian invasion of his country
began in 2022.

In April 2022, Hulchuk was
captured by Russian forces and
spent the next two and a half
years in prison, including in the
village of Olenivka in Donetsk, in
the Russian-occupied part of
eastern Ukraine.

The Olenivka prison colony
has been described as a ‘concen-
tration camp’ because of the con-
ditions there. In July 2022, over
50 Ukrainian prisoners of war
held in Olenivka were killed in an
explosion that ripped through the
barracks. Ukraine and Russia
blamed each other for the inci-
dent. An analysis by the United
Nations found Russia was likely
at fault. Hulchuk was also held in
western Russia in Ryazan, as well
as in Mordovia, a Russian repub-
lic. He returned home in Septem-
ber 2024 a prisoner exchange,

Systematic torture
in Russian custody
Another Ukrainian man, Vlad
Zadorin, 26, has also spoken of
systematic torture in Russian

prisons. Zadorin joined the
Ukrainian military in 2019 and
served in the 35th Brigade of the
Ukrainian Marine Corps. At the
beginning of Russia’s full-scale in-
vasion, he was stationed on
Snake Island in the Black Sea,
where he was captured by the
Russian navy. Almost two years
later, in January 2024, he too re-
turned home as part of a prisoner
exchange.

Despite both men reporting

similar  experiences, today
Zadorin and Hulchuk have very
different attitudes towards those
who tormented them.

“I've been advised to publish
the full name and address of the
employee of the secret IK-10
(Russian prisons are numbered
and start with IK) camp in Mor-
dovia,’ Hulchuk said. “He's a
medic there, a cruel man who
likes to use electric shocks. There
are guys there not afraid of beat-
ing you, with hands, feet, a pipe
orawetrag'.

Hulchuk said dogs were also

used to torture prisoners and that
electric shocks were adminis-
tered to prisoners' genitals.

Still, he said he does not want
to reveal the name of the man
who tortured him.

“To me, what he did was just
part of all the evil things that were
done to me,” he said. “If | were to
take revenge on the Russians
who treated me so badly in cap-
tivity, then I'd also have to take
revenge on Ukrainians who

treated me badly.” It's easier to
forget and to look ahead, he said.

Remembering
war criminals
Zadorin has a different opinion.
"I hate the Russians deeply be-
cause they inflicted so much pain
and humiliation on us,” he said.
He dropped to almost half of
his original weight of 120kg (265
pounds). When he came out of
prison, he weighed just 60 kilo-
grams. 'l had to eat mice, toilet
paper and soap,’ he said.

Zadorin recounted severe

physical violence in prison, like
being hit over the head with bot-
tles. “And I'm supposed to love
them and consider them broth-
ers?," he asked. “They came to
kill me and my family without us
ever having done anything to
them.”

Zadorin said he could identify
every one of his torturers.
“Sooner or later, everyone in-
volved in such war crimes will be
punished,” he insisted. “That's al-
ready happening in some cases.”

Both Hulchuk and Zadorin
said they received generous pay-
outs from the Ukrainian state to
compensate them for their time
in captivity. Funds were trans-
ferred to Hulchuk's parents’ bank
account the whole time he was in
prison and he used the money to
buy an apartment in Kyiv.

Returned prisoners can re-
ceive a disability pension due to
suffering from post-traumatic
stress disorder, or PTSD. Almost
every returned prisoner of war is
diagnosed with it and, as Zadorin
pointed out, imprisonment can
now be grounds for a disability
pension. He plans to get a disabil-
ity certificate soon.

Hulchuk plans to take another
route. “Being classified as dis-
abled also has disadvantages,” he
said. “For example, it's hard to
find a job - even though you get
aid payments.”

DW
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DAILY CROSSWORD

53

56

59

42

10 11 12 13 ACROSS
1) Gibbons
16 5) Exchange
10) Gumbo ingredient
19 14) Christian of Hollywood

15) Merits

16) Once again

17) Headwear during the
French Revolution

19) Monetary penalty
20) Common corrections
21) Spanish buddies

23) Definitely not good
24) Confrontation

25) Added filing aids to
29) Make taller

32) Unattractive citrus
fruits

33) Is an omen of

34) Hotfoot it

35) Sometimes it's proper
36) More crass

37) Mine find

38) Anger

39) References

40) Made like a pigeon
41) Days of rest

43) Risque language
44) Desert water hole
45)_segno (musical

direction)

46) Lab burner

48) Woo with song

53) Endings for "east" and
"west"

54) Special Forces mem-
ber

56) "A Death in the Fam-
ily" author James

57) Filthy money?

58) One of the Baldwins
59) Certain pro basketball
team

60) "Oui" and "si"

61) Ritzy

DOWN

1) Up to the challenge
2) Duo

3) Exile island

4) Observes

5) Group of four

6) X-_ (took a radiograph)
7) Circle sections

8) Biological identifier
9) Shrubbery trellis
10) Goofy and clumsy
11) What a dubbed one
enters

12) Vegas alternative
13) Fills with wonder

18) Yokels

22) Periodicals, briefly
24) Yields, as territory
25) City near Carthage
26) Greek marketplace of
yore

27) State flower of Texas
28) Trash container

29) Waters, as a lawn
30) Large sea duck

31) Requiring a lot of at-
tention

33) Shower alternatives
36) Piercingly

37) Temperature extreme
39) 24 cans of beer

40) Moses' spy in Canaan
42) Quarters of many
quartets

43)_&Noble

45) John of tractor fame
46) Lima or kidney

47) Advise strongly

48) Ticks of the game
clock, briefly

49) Kind of tide

50) Musician Guthrie

51) Below-average grades
52) Engrave

55) Have regrets
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YOUR DAILY HOROSCOPE

ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19

Even if you've got the day off, your mind is still at the
office or maybe on a financial matter. Rather than letting
it take over your day (and your night), set aside an hour
or two to concentrate on it. You should feel more
grounded, and you may be more fully present for
whatever social event is in store this evening, something
your friends and/or significant other should appreciate!

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20

You're engaged in long-term planning of some sort at the
moment, and the plans you make now have an extra kick.
Even better, if you keep your eyes open, someone should
come your way who gives you an entirely new perspective
on what's to come. With this comes a deeper understanding,
just what you need to mix up those long-term plans. This
kind of enlightenment is a rare opportunity!

. GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21
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LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22

Working may be the last thing you want to do now (or
ever), but your loyal nature means that a call for help
can't be ignored. Answer your phone and check your
messages in case your boss or a colleague needs you. It
may be a pain, but your karma benefits dramatically.
You should still have plenty of time to join in on
whatever activities are in the works tonigh.

VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22

Some amazing interpersonal energy is flowing through you
at the moment, which is perfect for enjoying celebrations of
all kinds. If you've got plans to snuggle up at home with
someone this evening, it should be a happy occasion
indeed, whereas if you're single, going out and about could
help you make an intriguing connection. Get ready for
romance and open up to what's about to come knocking!

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22

SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER 21
Other people are shelling out big bucks for fancy fun
right now, but you've got a much better idea, one that
your crowd or partner feels pleased to be in on. Music or
art are likely involved, brightening matters up for
everyone you know. If you can convince folks to dress up
and scream along to some songs, even better. Let the

good times roll!

f’ CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19
(]

W~ You've got energy to burn, and that's a good thing,
because whatever you do tonight could last well into
tomorrow or beyond! Others are definitely impressed by
your stamina and style, as your carefully laid plans come
together in a rather cinematic fashion, maybe better than
you'd hoped. Be sure to take plenty of pictures to secure
the memories that you're sure to make.

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18

TEST YOUR
KNOWLEDGE

01. In 2019, machinery, mineral
oils, sugar, meat and what
else, were among the top ex-
ports from the country which
generates almost half of
South America's exports?

A.lron ores

B. Maize

C. Food industry waste

D. Honey

02. Inthe UK TV series "Foyle's
War" (2002-2015), what
was Foyle's profession or oc-
cupation?

! /)“ There's a lot going on right now, and the odds are good 00 If you're feeling sentimental right now, that's completely It's a great day for improvisation - and even more so A. Police officer
/j\“’\ that you're quite the social butterfly, flitting from person understandable, but you should also look toward the tonight. Whatever plans you've got might just B. Bookseller
to person and party to party. Settle down for a few future. Luckily, you've got some great friends (or a spontaneously self-destruct, but you embrace each new C. Brothel madam
moments so a particular conversation can be more partner) to pull your mind out of the past and into the development as an opportunity for more fun. Those D. Artillery officer
enlightening. Putting your heads together with someone present. Now is the best time to shed excess baggage, lucky enough to be along with you are definitely in for a
. . . . . Sy . 03. Which points on the Earth
gives both of you considerably more brainpower, and then keeping only the valuable lessons learned and leaving wild ride! Wear your dancing shoes and your all-weather | eclinse of the
some big, confusing matter turns out to be a piece of cake. the heavy stuff far behind. smile, and be sure to carry some extra cab fare! :3::ee a total eclip
A. Those inside the moon's
penumbra
’35:‘(% CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22 V\}WV SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21 S PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20 B. Those completely inside the
.-':-‘~§~ While everyone else is getting ready to party, you might “;5;‘ Any crowd you're a part of now is feeling good vibes, in b (g _') P Friends in high places net you the VIP treatment today, Moon's umbra

-7",; not feel like going out at all. Should you let friends (or your ,:‘, no small part to your stellar ideas for making life more of and just in time. Make sure you're ready for the red- C. All points on the daylight side
partner) cajole you into socializing? There's good news: a party. You're also quite the social butterfly, flitting carpet treatment. If you feel glamorous, you look of the Earth
your attitude can determine whether your evening goes about and talking to everyone, making sure everybody's glamorous, and suddenly you're ushered into the lounge D. All points from 3 hours after
poorly or really well. It's not necessarily about what you do having a super time. You may also find yourself while others look on with envy. If you play your cards dawn to 3 hours before sun-
but the mood you bring to the evening. Resolve to have a inadvertently playing matchmaker or getting matched right, you can pass on some of the good luck that's down
good time whether you're out and about or home in bed. yourself! coming your way, making it all more fun for everyone. 4'€ V'C V 'lLisiomsuy
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Each game will present you with a

matrix filled with letters. The
objective is to form words by

linking adjacent letters - to the left,
right, on top, bottom, or diagonal

to each other. The Boggles Clas:

game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words

are valued at one point for each
letter in excess of two letters. A
three letter word is worth one

point, a four letter word is wort

two points, and so on. Valid words
must be at least three letters long.

SOLUTION

20-25 words: Excellent,
15-20 words: Very good,
10-15 words: Good,

5-10 words: Average

sic

h

WORD BUILDER

You have three minutes to find
all the words contained in this

word.

Rules: Words should be at least
four letters long, proper nouns
and duplicates don't count

LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1to 9 and

only one instance of each number

SUDOKU EASY ANSWER
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Brazilians qualify for knockout
stage as group winners after
stunning win against Chelsea

Philadelphia, US - Flamengo
overturned a first-half deficit to
defeat Chelsea 3-1in their Club
World Cup Group D clash on Fri-
day. Second-half goals from
Bruno Henrique, Danilo, and
Wallace Yan secured the Brazil-
ian side's second consecutive
win which was enough for a
place in the knockout stage of
the tournament.

The Brazilian champions
turned Philadelphia’s Lincoln Fi-
nancial Field into a tropical carni-
val, with 55000 passionate
supporters creating an atmo-
sphere that was in stark contrast
to Chelsea's casual approach to
the tournament.

Just 24 hours after Chelsea
manager Enzo Maresca said the
competition had “a pre-season
feeling” to it and that he would
rotate key starters throughout
the group stage, his side became
the second European giants in
two days to be humbled by
Brazilian opposition.

Friday's result followed Paris
St Germain's shock 1-0 defeat by
Botafogo a day earlier which had
ended Europe's 13-year domi-
nance over South American op-
position in intercontinental club
football.

Pedro Neto's opener for
Chelsea proved to be a false start
as they were given the run
around following the interval.
Flamengo, under the tactical
guidance of former Blues de-
fender Filipe Luis, responded
with a ruthlessness that their
theoretically superior rivals could

not match.

Bruno Henrique and Danilo
struck in quick succession to flip
the contest, before Nicolas Jack-
son's reckless red card - for a
studs-up challenge that illus-
trated Chelsea's loss of compo-
sure - paved the way for
youngster Wallace Yan to de-
liver the coup de grace.

“When we conceded the first
goal their fans started to be loud,
and immediately after we con-
ceded the second

"

one,

Chelsea's Marc Cucurella told
DAZN, his words revealing the
psychological impact of Fla-
mengo's thunderous support.

Following Yan's goal, the sup-
porters let out synchronised
chants of “olé” to hail their
team’s achievement.

The result leaves Flamengo on
top of Group D with six points
from two matches, while
Chelsea remain second with
three. Esperance de Tunis are
also on three after their win
against Los Angeles FC who
have yet to register a point.

FLAMENGO SOAR

Flamengo's Bruno Henrique celebrates after scoring against Chelsea 3-1in their Club World Cup clash on Friday

Flamengo manager Filipe Luis celebrates with goalscorer Wallace Yan

We always believed we
had a chance: Flamengo
manager Filipe Luis

Philadelphia, US - Flamengo
manager Filipe Luis said he was
extremely proud of his team's re-
silience and composure as they
fought back from a goal down to
beat Chelsea 3-1 in their Club
World Cup clash on Friday.

It was a win that put the Brazil-
ian side in pole position to finish
on top of the Group D standings
ahead of the tournament knock-
outs.

“I am very happy with the
game. From the start, we always
believed we had a chance,” said
Flamengo coach Filipe Luis.

“I know the quality of Euro-
pean clubs, especially the elite of
football. There are 12 clubs in the
world that are part of the elite. I'm
surprised by these results. They
are not very used to the (hot and
humid) climate. South Ameri-
cans are very competitive, in the
Libertadores it's very difficult to
win, but the best doesn't always

"

win.

Chelsea boss Enzo Maresca
was tight-lipped after a red card
for his star striker Nicolas Jack-
son essentially killed off any
chance the Premier League club
had of rescuing a result against
Flamengo, only four minutes after
coming on.

It was Jackson's second
straight red in a little over a
month, after he was also sent off
for another rough challenge in a
Premier League match against
Newcastle. On that occasion,
Maresca said Jackson should
learn and improve.

On Friday Jackson's reckless
challenge left his team in a diffi-
cult situation, with the team fin-
ishing second in Group D facing
the winners of a tough Group C
featuring Bayern Munich, Benfica
and Boca Juniors.

Jackson will miss Chelsea's
third and final group game
against Esperance de Tunis on
Wednesday.

Inter's Acerbi threatens
PSG fan over taunting

Miami, US - Inter Milan defender
Francesco Acerbi lost his cool
after a Club World Cup fan
wearing a Paris St Germain shirt
in Seattle taunted him about last
month's  Champions League
final, with the Italian threatening
to beat him up if the teasing con-
tinued.

The fan brought up a humili-
ating moment from Inter's 5-0
defeat by the French champions
in Munich, in which Acerbi was
left sprawling after some daz-
zling footwork by Bradley Bar-
cola.

On a video that went viral on
social media, the visibly annoyed
Italian international sought the
help of a translator during a
meet-and-greet with fans. The
translator told the fan in English
on Thursday: “You must be seri-
ous with him."”

Seconds later, Acerbi stepped

Francesco Acerbi

in to say in Italian: “I'm serious.
Don't make fun of me — | don't
like it. ... I'm crazy, I'll beat the
crap out of you.”

Acerbi then quickly moved on,
posing for photos with other
fans.

Inter were not immediately
available for comment.

Esperance stay alive with win against Los

Nashville, US - Espérance kept
their knockout phase hopes alive
at the FIFA Club World Cup
2025 as Youcef Belaili's 70th-
minute goal helped the Tunisians
defeat Los Angeles FC at
GEODIS Park in Nashville.

Espérance, now with three
points, are level with Chelsea but
sit in third place on goal differ-
ence. Flamengo have qualified
for the knockout stage and se-
cured top spot in Group D with a
game to spare. LAFC have been
eliminated.

LAFC had the majority of pos-
session in the first half and
looked dangerous at times, but
they had goals by Denis Bouanga
and David Martinez called back.
The match remained scoreless at
the break after the teams com-
bined for six shots, the fewest for
a half in the tournament.

"We played as a team today,
and we fixed the problems that
we had for the last game. We are

Youcef Belaili of Espérance celebrates after scoring against Los Angeles FC

Angeles

grateful for the three points,”
said Espérance winger Elias
Mokwana.

In the 49th minute, Espérance
looked to have won a penalty
after Youcef Belaili went down in
the box from contact with
Bouanga. However, after a VAR
review, the call was overturned
due to a lack of contact and Be-
laili yellow carded for simulation.

The Tunisian side finally broke
through in the 70th minute. Mo-
hamed Amine Ben Hamida
made a long run and was dispos-
sessed by Igor Jesus, but Belaili
pounced on the loose ball in the
box and beat Hugo Lloris with a
hard, low shot inside the near
post. Bouanga had a chance to
give his side a lifeline with a late
penalty, but saw the effort saved
in stoppage time.

Both sides play their final
group game on Tuesday 24 June.
LAFC face Flamengo while Es-
pérance meet Chelsea.

Benfica power past tiring Auckland after long halt-time weather delay

Orlando, US - Benfica got their
first win on the board in the
FIFA Club World Cup 2025
after a long half-time weather
delay, as they eventually over-
whelmed a tiring Auckland City.

For much of the first half, the
Portuguese giants were frus-
trated by an inspired show from
Nathan Garrow. The young
Auckland City keeper made a
succession of brilliant saves
from Benfica's stellar names,
with the highlights outstanding
stops from Vangelis Pavlidis
and Angel Di Maria.

However, the Kiwis' resis-
tance was finally broken deep
into first half injury time when
Jerson Lagos tripped Gianluca

Prestianni and Di Maria finally
beat the keeper with a coolly
converted spot kick.

After the thunderstorm-en-
forced delay, Auckland's Haris
Zeb forced a decent save from
Benfica keeper Anatoliy Trubin.

But Benfica turned it on after
that and Pavlidis netted his
30th goal for Benfica this sea-
son with a lovely twist and cool
finish in the 54th minute before
a deflected Renato Sanches ef-
fort killed off any hopes for the
New Zealanders. Leandro Bar-
reiro poached a double within
three minutes as Auckland
tired, before Di Maria netted
another penalty in injury time
to make it six.

Angel Di Maria of Benfica celebrates with teammates after scoring against Auckland City

LEANDRO BARREIRO

“It was a very intense game
today. The first half was com-
plicated, we only scored one
goal, but we were confident.
There was a long break of
course, but the important thing
is that we won, we played a

good game, we were calm in
possession of the ball,” said
said Barreiro.

Benfica now face Bayern
Munich in Charlotte on Tues-
day, needing just a point to be
sure of qualification. Auckland
City, meanwhile, round off their
campaign against Boca Juniors.

Benfica coach Bruno Lage
said it was a difficult game de-
spite the one-sided scoreline.

“"We played a good game.
The first half was very hot, but
we created enough opportuni-
ties to be winning by more than
one goal. Having more than two
hours during half-time allowed
us to analyse the game in more
detail.”
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Bayern reach
last 16 after
hard-fought
win against the
Argentinians

Miami, US - Bayern Munich
reignited the flickering flame of
European honour at the Club
World Cup, battling through a
tense, fiery showdown to claima
hard-fought 2-1victory over Boca
Juniors and storm into the last 16
on Friday.

Backed by a roaring sea of
blue-and-yellow clad fans who
turned the Hard Rock Stadium
into a noisy outpost of their
"Bombonera”, Boca Juniors
fought fiercely, but Bayern's re-
silience shone through in the
closing stages.

After Harry Kane gave the
German champions an early
lead, Boca equalised through
Miguel Merentiel, only for
Michael Olise to score a late win-
ner that lifted Bayern to the top
of Group C on six points, two
ahead of Benfica.

Boca, on one point, remain in
contention as they face ama-
teurs Auckland City in the last
round of matches while Bayern
will take on Benfica.

The win marked a welcome
rebound for European sides, who
have faced a tough run at the
tournament with Porto, Paris St
Germain and Chelsea all suffer-
ing recent defeats.

In a thrilling second half, Boca

OLISE SILENCES BOCA ROAR

Bayern Munich’s Michael Olise celebrates with teammates after scoring against Boca Juniors in their Club World

Cup match on Friday

made Bayern fight for every ball
in a match brimming with ten-
sion and bite.

In a thunderous atmosphere,

the German side made a bright
start and thought they had taken
the lead when Olise's in-swing-
ing corner flew directly into the

net, only for VAR to spot a foul
on Boca's goalkeeper.

The pressure eventually told
in the 18th minute when Harry

Kane latched onto a loose clear-
ance and toe-poked a composed
finish into the bottom corner
after Konrad Laimer's cross from
the right for his first goal in the
tournament after drawing a
blank in his team's 10-0 demoli-
tion of Auckland City.

Serge Gnabry scrambled the
ball across the face of goal min-
utes later, but Kingsley Coman
somehow failed to connect with
what would have been a simple
tap-in.

Manuel Neuer had little to do
in the first half, though he was
called into action to make two
smart saves from Kevin Zenon as
Boca refused to back down.

The Argentine side pressed
higher after the break, showing
typical grit and tenacity in the
duels and slightly unsettling Bay-
ern with their relentless aggres-
sion.

Spurred on by deafening
chants from their travelling sup-
port, Boca clawed their way back
into the contest, forcing several
anxious moments in the German
defence as tempers flared and
challenges flew in.

In the 66th minute, Olise was
harassed off the ball by three
Boca players and Merentiel was
fed in down the right and kept his
composure to skip past Josip
Stanisic before firing a shot past
Neuer, sending the crowd into
rapture as the whole stadium
trembled.

Bayern's composure eventu-
ally told as Olise bent one into
the bottom corner after being set
up by Kane six minutes from
time.

Messi lifts Miami’s hopes with free-kick mastery

Miami, US - Lionel Messi scored
an outstanding free-kick to help
steer Inter Miami to a crucial
FIFA Club World Cup win against
FC Porto. It's an area of his game
though that didn't come natu-
rally.

When Lionel Messi first broke
into the Barcelona team at 18, he
was often the side’s go-to man.
With long hair and a quiet de-
meanour, he had blistering speed
on the ball and left defenders be-
hind with an ease rarely before
seen. His teammates would get
him involved as much as they
could, sure he would make things
happen. Yet at other times,
Barcelona's golden boy would
quietly step back and let the es-
tablished stars around him take
the lead.

When a free-kick was
awarded, it was Deco, Xavi and
Ronaldinho who gathered to plot
the next move. La Pulga watched
and learned. And over time,
Messi made set pieces his own,
both with Barcelona and with his
national team. However, it didn't
happen overnight. Dribbling and
scoring came naturally to the Ar-
gentine, but free-kicks were less

Inter Miami’s Lionel Messi scores against FC Porto

instinctive. But soon, like every-
thing else he turned his hand to in
football, he mastered it and
turned it into an art form.

In Inter Miami CF's Group A
match at the FIFA Club World
Cup in Atlanta, Messi scored a
stunning goal to seal the win for
his side against FC Porto and
keep their dream of reaching the

knockout stage alive.

“Watch how Roman does it.
Follow through, kid. Follow
through.”

Alfio Basile, who coached Ar-
gentina in two spells (1990-1994
and 2006-2008), was Messi's
first head coach with the Albice-
leste. During the 2007 Copa
America in Venezuela, he pulled

Messi aside and suggested that,
when striking the ball, he should
bring his left leg further forward
to generate more power and con-
trol.

Roman, of course, was Juan
Roman Riquelme, the free kick
specialist at the time for a side
that went on to finish runners-up
to Brazil.

Liverpool break club

Liverpool, England - Liverpool
have signed Germany's Florian
Wirtz from Bundesliga side
Bayer Leverkusen, the Premier
League champions said on Fri-
day, as they smashed their trans-
fer record to seal a deal for the
attacking midfielder.

Leverkusen will receive a
guaranteed amount of 100 mil-
lion pounds ($134.64 million)
and a further maximum of 16 mil-
lion pounds in potential bonuses.

That makes the 22-year-old
Liverpool's most-expensive sign-
ing ever, ahead of Netherlands
centre back and captain Virgil
van Dijk who joined for 75 million
pounds in 2017.

Wirtz, who signed a five-year

contract, also becomes the fifth
100 million pound plus signing in
Premier League history, joining
Chelsea midfielders Enzo Fer-
nandez and Moises Caicedo, Ar-
senal's Declan Rice and
Manchester City winger Jack
Grealish.

"| feel very happy and very
proud. Finally it's done and | was
waiting for a long time - finally
it's done and | am really happy,"
Wirtz said in a statement.

"I'm really excited to have a
new adventure in front of me.
This was also a big point of my
thoughts: that | want to have
something completely new, to go
out of the Bundesliga and to join
the Premier League."

Mastantuono’s move to
Real was too early, says
River manager Gallardo

Pasadena, US - Franco Mas-
tantuono's transfer to Real
Madrid came too soon, while
the 17-year-old was still devel-
oping and pivotal to River
Plate's future, said coach
Marcelo Gallardo ahead of the
Argentine team's Club World
Cup match against Monterrey.

Gallardo  acknowledged
Mastantuono's departure will
leave a void in his squad after
the Spanish giants com-
pleted a deal worth
around $45 million
with River for the
teenager earlier this
month.

For the Argentine
manager, the mid-
fielder still needed
more time to grow at
the club, but he ac-
knowledged the early
transfer as an under-
standable part of modern
football.

Franco Mastantuono

"It's natural, we train play-
ers for the world. Everything is
happening earlier, young play-
ers are leaving faster, and | un-
derstand that those are the
rules of the game," Gallardo
told ESPN on Friday.

"Our sporting project for
the year was with him. We

have to readjust, be-
cause there are players
who, by their nature, are
difficult to replace.
"We knew that Mas-
tantuono was going to
leave at some point, but
fans don't enjoy it that
way. The market dic-
tates the timing."
Gallardo  said
he's urging Mastan-
tuono to stay focused
on the tournament de-
spite the noise around
his move. "All | want is
for him to play naturally,
to try to forget about ev-
erything that's going on,
which is difficult,” he said.

record to sign Germany midfielder Wirtz

Florian Wirtz

FLORIAN WIRTZ

With two years left on his Lev-
erkusen contract, Wirtz was also
heavily linked with a move to
German champions Bayern Mu-
nich and Pep Guardiola's City,
who were looking to replace
Kevin De Bruyne after the Bel-
gian playmaker's exit.

Wirtz was instrumental at
Leverkusen, leading them to an
undefeated domestic league and

Cup double in the 2023-24 sea-
son while they went two league
seasons without an away defeat.

The German bagged 57 goals
and provided 65 assists in 197
appearances for Leverkusen, hav-
ing joined the club from Cologne
in 2020. He scored 16 goals, with
15 assists, in 45 matches last sea-
son as Leverkusen finished sec-
ond to Bayern.

Capped 31 times by his coun-
try since his debut in 2021, Wirtz
is the only player to register 10 or
more goals and assists in the last
two Bundesliga seasons.

While his arrival will add to
Liverpool manager Arne Slot's
midfield options, alongside
Alexis Mac Allister, Ryan
Gravenberch, Dominik Szobos-
zlai and Curtis Jones, Wirtz's ver-
satility means he can also play on
the left wing or as a false nine.

His signing is a statement of
intent from Liverpool as they look
to build on their success under
Slot, the first Dutch manager to
win the Premier League and the
sixth coach to win the title in
their first season.

Nuno Espirito Santo

Nuno
extends
Forest
contract
until 2028

Nottingham, England -
Manager Nuno Espirito
Santo has extended his con-
tract with Nottingham For-
est until 2028 after helping
the club qualify for a Euro-
pean competition for the
first time since 1995-96, the
Premier League club said on

Saturday.
Portuguese Nuno, who
previously managed

Wolverhampton Wander-
ers and Tottenham Hot-
spur, joined Forest in
December 2023 and
helped the team avoid rele-
gation before guiding them
to a seventh-place finish in
2024-25, their best top-
flight campaign in three
decades.

Forest narrowly missed
out on a Champions League
spot as they finished a point
below fifth-placed Newcas-
tle United, settling for a
place in the Conference
League's playoff round.

"I am delighted to be
able to continue our journey
at this fantastic football
club,” Nuno said in a state-
ment after signing the new
three-year deal.

"We have worked ex-
tremely hard to create a
special bond between the
players, the fans and every-
one at the club, which
helped us achieve great
things last season.”
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INDIA'S FUTURE

ARRIVES

Pant hits ton
after Gill

and Jaiswal
centuries but
England fight
back to dismiss
visitors for 471

Leeds, England - Fast bowler Josh
Tongue helped England to breeze
through the India lower order to
skittle out the tourists for 471 in
their first innings on day two of
the first Test at Headingley, after
they had been seemingly cruising
on 430-3 earlier on Saturday.

From a strong overnight posi-
tion of 359-3, Rishabh Pant (134)
helped India to add runs in the
morning session in thrilling style,
before quick wickets - with India
losing four for 24 runs before
lunch - dragged England back
into the match.

Wickets continued to tumble
in the afternoon session as India
failed to capitalised on their
strong start. Having been seem-
ingly in a hopeless situation, Eng-
land now come to the crease with
renewed hope.

Resuming the day on 359-3,
India captain Shubman Gill (147)
quickly moved past his highest
score in Test cricket, and the
second highest by a captain in
their first Test match away from
home. Pant was sweeping and
scooping to his heart's content,
often ending up on his knees, fit-
tingly moving to his seventh Test
ton with another six into the
crowd, celebrated with a forward
somersault.

Gill too tried to up the ante but
was caught on the boundary

India’s Rishabh Pant celebrates his century against England in the first Test in Headingley on Saturday

chasing another maximum by
Josh Tongue for 147, Shoaib
Bashir getting his first wicket hav-
ing been the source of much of
Pant's joy.

Karun Nair, playing in his first
Test for India since 2017, did not
last long as Ollie Pope took a
stunning diving catch off the
bowling of skipper Ben Stokes,
with Nair departing after only
four balls at the crease, without
having troubled the score.

Pant eventually fell, trapped
leg before wicket by Tongue for
134, before England's Mister Re-
liable Stokes struck again from
the final ball before lunch, remov-
ing Shardul Thakur - who man-
aged just one run - to give home
supporters renewed hope. Eng-
land continued their strong re-
sponse with the bat as well,
despite Jasprit Bumrah taking the
wicket of Zack Crawley early in
the innings. Ben Duckett was un-

beaten on 53, and Olli Pope on
48 as the hosts reached 107 for 1
at tea.

On Friday, centuries from
opener Yashasvi Jaiswal (101)
and captain Gill fired India to a
commanding 359-3 at the close
of day one. Despite the clear,
humid Headingley conditions
seemingly favouring the batting
side, England chose to bowl first,
knowing each of the previous six
Leeds Tests had been won by the
side bowling first.

Ben Stokes' decision seemed
ill-advised, with India openers KL
Rahul and Jaiswal both looking in
fine form, but Rahul fell for 42,
with the England captain quickly
removing debutant Sai Sud-
harsan for a duck from the final
ball before lunch.

Najmul Hossain Shanto

Bangladesh
draw first
Test against
SriLanka

Galle, Sri  Lanka -
Bangladesh skipper Najmul
Hossain Shanto blasted
twin centuries to help his
side draw the first Test
against Sri Lanka in Galle on
Saturday, while Angelo
Mathews brought the cur-
tain down on his red-ball
career after more than 100
games for the hosts.

Shanto followed up his
first-innings hundred with
an unbeaten 125 in the sec-
ond stanza after Mushfiqur
Rahim was run out for 49,
and Bangladesh declared
on 285-6 to set Sri Lanka a
steep victory target of 296
runs from 37 overs.

Sri Lanka lost a couple of
quick wickets before Math-
ews, a veteran with more
than 8,000 Test runs to his
name, held steadfast with
the bat - albeit barely scor-
ing any runs. In the end,
Bangladesh called it a day
with the score on 72-4 with
five overs left.

Bangladesh had made
Sri Lanka toil on the open-
ing two days, amassing
495 runs in their first in-
nings including 148 for
Shanto and 163 for Rahim,
with Litton Das (90) un-
lucky to miss out on a cen-
tury of his own.

Marketa Vondrousova

Vondrousova
stuns Sabalenka
toreach final

Berlin, Germany - Marketa Von-
drousova powered past world
number one Aryna Sabalenka 6-
2 6-4 at the Berlin Open on Sat-
urday to book a place in her first
final since she won Wimbledon
in 2023.

Czech Vondrousova con-
trolled the tempo from the outset
with surprisingly big serving on
grass as she wrapped up the win
in one hour and 20 minutes. She
broke the Belarusian twice in the
first set. The second set saw the
players trade early breaks and
Sabalenka saved two break
points to stay in touch at 3-2, be-
fore the match settled into a
rhythm at 4-4.

Sabalenka, who saved four
match points against Elena Ry-
bakina on Friday, could not re-
peat that escape as Vondrousova
broke for 5-4 and served it out on
her first match point with an ace.

"l feel like on grass you have to
take risks, you know, and that
was the point; | was like, okay,
let's try. The match would con-

tinue otherwise, so you have to
go for it. | was feeling really well
today so, yeah, I'm just very
happy," Vondrousova said.

"l didn't play for a long time, so
I'm just so happy to be back
healthy and so grateful to play
these matches. When | saw the
field, | was like, okay, let's try to
win the first round, and now this
is happening. So thank you guys
for the support.”

While Sabalenka struggled to
find consistency, racking up 30
unforced errors, Vondrousova
stayed measured and composed
throughout, limiting her own tally
to 12. She will play either Russian
Liudmila Samsonova or Chinese
qualifier Wang Xinyu in the final.

Despite previous wins over
Sabalenka, this was Von-
drousova's first career victory
against a reigning number one.
Currently ranked 164, the Czech
has battled injuries since July
2024 and entered Berlin un-
seeded after missing three
months with a shoulder injury.

SITUATION WANTED

CA with 15 yrs experience in
Oman, familiar with ERP, financial
management, IFRSs, taxation,
budgeting, fund management and
audits, looking for suitable
placement. Can join soon with
D/L. Contact: 0096896543236 /
omanca968@gmail.com

MEP Design Engineer with
experience in Design Softwares
and Calculations. Available on own
visa

Contact: 99506977

Hospitality professional with 30-
plus years of experience in

SITUATION VACANT

Supplying of manpower for
cleaning, loading, unloading, with
17-person workforce available.
Tel: 93207977

CLASSIFIED

Situations Vacant/Wanted,
Accommodation Wanted or
Available, Sale of Household
Items, Cars for Sale or
Wanted, Matrimonial
Alliances, etc

Please email your listing to
dailyclassifieds@apexmedia.co.om
or call: 99104346

managing multi-unit restaurant
operations. Excells in team
leadership & driving profitability.
Seeking opportunitiesinQ SR &

Bachelor of Commerce with 6.5
years of experience in jewellery
sales and accounts in Oman.
Currently on a visit visa and
actively seeking job opportunities.
Holds a valid Omani driving
licence and is available to join
immediately. For opportunities,
please contact 95913513 or email
mohammedasif331@gmail.com.

[ State of the Art
warehouse and
office in Misfah

(d Centrally located with
ease of access to

WE ARE HIRING!

Project Manager - Building Construction

REQUIREMENTS:

Ready for a new challenge?

Seeking a skilled Project Manager to lead major
building construction projects in Oman.

+ 10+ years’ experience in building construction within Oman
+ Successfully handled projects worth R.0. 10 million+

+ B.E. in Civil Engineering from a reputed institution

+ Strong leadership, planning & communication skills

9 Email your CV, Cover Letter, and Experience
= Certificate to: gmpositionmuscat@gmail.com.

VACANCIES
BELOW LISTED POSITIONS FOR A REPUTED

WATER COMPANY B

1. Assistance Store Keeper (1)

2. Sales Executive (3)
3. Sales Helper (2)

4. Chemical Laboratory Technician-Water

(1)-Omani

5. Accountant Receivable- 1-3 experience (1)

INESS IN OMAN

SEND YOUR
REQUEST
FOR

WISHES TO

with your resident card copy

WAREHOUSE
[J 3000++ pallets space

available on monthly/
per pallet rental bases.

Muscat - Nizwa Sohar

OFFICE

700 sq mts of office
space, centralized air
conditioning ready to use.

(J loading/unloading
bays, with state of the
artracking and
centrally air
conditioning

@21 degree

CONTACTNO: 93893596

Muscat 9014 6672, 9679 0684
9731 6218 | Salalah 9429 9325

www.orbit-oman.com

Sohar

¢ Fleet of 2,000 vehicles

¢ Choose from a wide range
of brands & models

* PDO, OXY and BP spec
vehicles available

o Attractive rates for short-term
& long-term lease

£

)9l

¥ ORBIT

Car Rental & Lease

The most efficient and authentic
Ayurvedic Treatment & Medicine,

Zaher Building ,1st Floor, Flat 8A,

Al Khuwair Service Road ,near Al Zawawi
Mosque & Burger-king Tel:24475280,
GSM: 95371664 , 92504980,
Website:www.siddhayur.com

Yoga, Kalari, Panchakarma, Massage,
Dhara etc... Rehabilitation, Beauty
therpay & post Delivery Care
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OBITUARY: ALFRED BRENDEL

PASSED AWAY AT HIS HOME IN LONDON LEAVING BEHIND AN ILLUSTRIOUS VOID OF HIS 60-YEAR
CONCERT CAREER

HAILED AS ONE OF THE GREATEST MUSICIANS OF THE
LAST CENTURY, BRITAIN’S STAR PIANIST ALFRED BRENDEL

Young Brendel, in 1969

auded pianist and au-

thor Alfred Brendel

passed away quietly

at his home in London

on Tuesday at the age
of 94. He gained fame for his
sensitive interpretations of
works by Haydn, Mozart,
Beethoven, Schubert, Brahms
and Liszt, among others.

Born on January 5, 1931, in
northern Moravia in the pre-
sent-day Czech Republic, the
boy of German, Austrian, Italian
and Slavic heritage grew up on
the Adriatic coast in what is now
Croatia. He went to school in
Zagreb, studied at the Conser-
vatory in Graz, Austria, then
moved to Vienna in 1950 and to
London in 1970, which was his
home until his death.

"I'm not somebody who looks
for or needs roots," Brendel once
said. "l want to be as cosmopoli-
tan as possible. | prefer to be a
paying guest. That's a lesson
learned in the war."

If vou play the right pieces,
the ones worth spending a life
with, they become sources of
strength that always radiate
new energy and regenerate
the performer’s powers

ALFRED BRENDEL

A couple of years after World
War lI, he gave his first concert at
age 17. A year later, he won the
Ferruccio Busoni International
Piano Competition in Italy.

Decades of global concerts
soon followed and Brendel
gained several distinctions -
three honorary doctorates from
the universities of London, Ox-
ford and Yale, and numerous
prizes, including the Ernst von
Siemens and the Herbert von
Karajan awards, for lifetime
achievement at the MIDEM
Classical Awards in Cannes and
Germany's ECHO Klassik in Oc-
tober 2016.

He was made an Honorary
Knight Commander of the Order
of the British Empire in 1989 for
his ‘outstanding services to
music in Britain’, was awarded
the Legion d'Honneur in 2004,
and received the highest rank in
the Order of Merit of the Federal
Republic of Germany in 2007.

In addition to his prolific out-
put onstage, Brendel wrote nu-
merous poems and essays and
published books, including
‘Music, Sense and Nonsense' in
September 2015. He is widely
regarded as a successful literary
figure as well as a classical mu-
sician.

"I've always had a need not
only to read but also to write,"
he once said. "In my younger
years, | painted for a while. Now
| find visual perception increas-
ingly important. | go to muse-
ums, exhibitions, to the movies

The revered pianist
holds up his Echo
Klassic lifetime
achievement award
in 2016

and the theatre."

During Brendel's long and lu-
minous career, critics often
praised the lightness and
aplomb of his playing style. With
minimal body language and a
dose of modesty, the "philoso-
pher at the piano" — tall, gaunt
and with thick horn-rimmed
glasses — placed himself in the
service of the composer.

"| often feel like a character
actor," explained Brendel in an
interview with DW in 2002. "l
like — as far as possible — to
slip into different roles." Brendel
thus executed far more than just
a blind trust in the score, once
giving a possible explanation for
that, too: "The years | spent
under Nazi rule made me im-
mune to blind trust."

The notes he played, and that
are preserved, have left their
mark on generations of musi-
cians and music lovers.

"Music that is not played, but
seems to happen all by itself,"
are the words Brendel found to
describe two musicians he
highly revered - his teacher
Edwin Fischer and conductor
Wilhelm Furtwangler. That de-
scription might also apply to his
own expansive body of work,
which includes 114 CD releases.

A few choice composers
He was and remains an artist
with a wide repertoire, even if he
has his favourites.

During the 1960s, he became
the first pianist ever to record
the complete works of Ludwig
van Beethoven. The recordings
are widely considered among
the best in existence. Schubert,
Haydn, Mozart, Liszt, Busoni
and Brahmswere also among his
other favourite composers.

In later years, Brendel fo-
cused on fewer composers, and
once said a decade ago, "If you
play the right pieces, the ones
worth spending a life with, they
become sources of strength that
always radiate new energy and
regenerate the performer's
powers."

The last act

Brendel ended his 60-year con-
cert career nearly two decades
ago. His farewell performance at
the Vienna Philharmonic on De-
cember 18, 2008, was voted one
of the 100 greatest cultural mo-
ments of the decade by The
Daily Telegraph.

Shortly afterward, he suffered
an acute hearing loss and was
only able to hear distorted tones.
His ‘retirement’, however, saw
him travel extensively to give
lectures on music, read from the
11 books he penned, recite his
own poems, and hold master
classes for young pianists and
string quartets.

And throughout, he retained
his wry sense of humour. "If one
had to hear Verdi incessantly in
paradise, I'd ask for leave and
the occasional visit to hell," he
once said regarding life after
death.

DW
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LONGEST DAY

Summer Solstice’

SETS IN

OMAN WELCOMES ‘SUMMER SOLSTICE 2025°, HERALDING THE
KHAREEF SEASON IN DHOFAR FROM SATURDAY

eople in Oman spent a hot weekend

(tormented by temperatures ranging

between 47°-48° C which compelled

most to stay indoors) as the Summer
Solstice 2025 marked the longest day of the
year and the beginning of a fiery summer
ahead.

The annual phenomenon occurs as the
sun aligns directly over the Tropic of Cancer,
marking the official astronomical start of
summer in the Northern Hemisphere. This
year's summer season will last approxi-
mately 93 days, 15 hours, and 37 minutes,
according to astronomical calculations.

Al Mukhtar Saif al Saeedi, a member of
Oman Astronomical Society, explained that
this year's summer solstice was slated to
occur precisely at 6.42am Oman time on
June 21. In Muscat Governorate, residents
experienced the longest day of the
year, with sunrise at 5.21am, the
sun reaching its high-
est point at 12.09pm,
and sunset at 6:57
PM - resulting in a
day length of 13
hours, 35 min-
utes, and 35
seconds.

The summer
solstice represents a
significant  astro-
nomical event where
the Northern Hemi-
sphere experiences
its maximum tilt to-
ward the sun, while
simultaneously
marking the winter
solstice in the South-
ern  Hemisphere.
This  phenomenon
creates the longest
daylight period and
shortest night of the
year across most Northern Hemisphere re-
gions, including Europe, Asia, North Amer-
ica, and the Arctic Circle.

The summer solstice coincides with sev-
eral notable natural phenomena in Oman.
Astronomically, it signals the beginning of
Khareef Dhofar (monsoon season) along
the coastal regions from Dhalkut in the west
to Mirbat in the east, when monsoon winds
carry moisture-laden clouds from the Ara-
bian Sea and Indian Ocean.

Energetic portals

For millennia, the ancients have carefully
observed the sky, tracking not only the
Moon's phases and cycles but also the Sun’s
journey through the heavens and the corre-
sponding shifts in the balance of light and

Our energy levels
reach their peak on
this day, nature is in
full bloom, and we
are drawn to be more
out and about, to do
and achieve more

darkness.

Solstices and equinoxes represent pow-
erful energetic portals that were known and
celebrated long before clocks or calendars.
Solstices occur twice a year, toward June
20/21 and December 20/21, while
equinoxes take place around April 20/21
and October 20/21. These events are a re-
minder of the importance of honouring life's
seasons and aligning with the energy avail-
able rather than fighting against it.

The beginning of ‘cancer season’ taking
place on June 20, corresponds with the
summer solstice in the Northern Hemi-
sphere and the winter solstice in the South-
ern Hemisphere. Currently, we are
experiencing the longest day of the year in
the Northern part of the globe and the
longest night of the year in the Southern

one.

History and
solstice
observances
Solstice celebrations are
one of the Earth's old-
est ceremonies.
These events
have been
revered by cul-
tures all around the
world and honoured in
ways that stood the test
of time thanks to the
building of sacred sites
perfectly aligned with the
position of the Sun on
these days. Stone circles
and megaliths, such as
Stonehenge and those on
Easter Island, as well as
ancient temples in Malta
and Indonesia, and pyra-
mids in Egypt and South
America, were constru-
cted several centuries ago.

These sites and many more are all
aligned perfectly with the position of the
Sun during the solstices or equinoxes. This
position slightly changes throughout cen-
turies because of a phenomena known as
the precession of equinoxes. It has been dis-
covered that, in several sacred sites, new
structures have been added to riginal ones.

If we begin to dive into ancient history
and study the nature of sacred construc-
tions that survived to these days we are in-
evitably left in awe of the profound, precise,
and vast knowledge of astronomy, geome-
try, and architecture people had back then.
How did they do it? What tools did they
use? How could they transport huge stones
so skillfully? And why were these moments
of the year so important for them?

Cycle of the Sun
There are so many things we may never
know for sure, there are so many more
questions than answers. What we can say
for sure is that, no matter where we are
from, our ancestors had a strong connection
to the cycle of the Sun and lived in alignment
with it. They recognised the cyclical nature
of time, tracking the passing of seasons,
honoring the dance of light and darkness,
and celebrating the sacred changes marked
by the solstices and equinoxes.

The summer solstice corresponds to the
longest day and shortest night of the year, a

time when the Earth receives the maximum
amount of sunlight. This has a powerful
symbolic meaning as well as clear energetic
implications. Our energy levels reach their
peak on this day, nature is in full bloom, and
we are drawn to be more out and about, to
do and achieve more, and take new risks.

Yang and Yin

Yang or masculine energy prevails and the
Sun energises us, inspires us, motivates us
to shine, to create, to express. From now
on, darkness will slowly increase day by
day: in the upcoming weeks and months
leading up to the Fall Equinox, we will be
reminded of the importance of honouring
our energetic capacity and balancing ac-
tivity with rest.

During the Winter Solstice instead, we
experience the longest night and the
shortest day of the year. Darkness prevails
and asks us to turn inward, slow down,
and prioritise being and feeling over doing
and producing. Yin or feminine energy
peaks at this time of the year. Our energy
levels decrease, inviting us to explore our
inner world and embark on a journey of
self-discovery.

Honouring life’s seasons

Whether we enter summer or winter, the
reminder for us at this point of the year is
to honour the season of life we are in, to
embrace both, light and darkness, to cele-
brate beginnings and endings, masculine
and feminine energy. These events are re-
minders of the cyclical nature of time, re-
minders that life is a wheel, that every-
thing that turns around comes around,
that there is a time for everything, which
we don't get to decide. As we experience
the maximum imbalance of darkness and
light, we are invited to look at imbalances
in our lives and within ourselves, not to
punish or judge ourselves but simply to
recognise where adjustments are needed.
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