
Founded 1975    .   Volume 47   No.     | Pages    .   Baisas 200    .   Subscription OMR63     |    ISO 9001:2008 Certifi ed Company     |    Chairman/Editor-in-Chief: Mohamed Issa Al Zadjali     |    Printed & Published by Muscat Media Group102 16

July 28,  2022
29 Dhul Hijjah 1443 AH

THURSDAY

HIS MAJESTY THE SULTAN 
GREETS PRESIDENT OF PERUOMAN, US HOLD JOINT 

MEETING ON FTA MUSCAT:  His Majesty Sultan 
Haitham bin Tarik has sent a cable 
of greetings to President Pedro 
Castillo of the Republic of Peru on the 
occasion of his country’s National Day. 
In the cable, His Majesty expressed his 
sincere sentiments and best wishes to 
President Castillo and the people of 
his country. - ONA

Acting in cooperation with 
Oman Chamber of Commerce 
(OCCI) branch in Dhofar, the 
United States (US) embassy in 
the Sultanate of Oman held an 
orientation meeting on the Oman-
US free trade agreement (FTA). >A5

MUSCAT: The Ministry of Health 
has ordered the terminal closure 
of three private health establish-
ments and the temporary suspen-
sion of 18 others due to their failure 
to meet quality standards.

The Ministry also withdrew 

clinical privileges from some 
medical staff , suspended two spe-
cialised health institutions and is-
sued warnings to 66 private health 
establishments.

The ministry also reprimanded 
34 private health establishments 

for publishing advertisements via 
social media without  getting per-
mission to do so.

Dr. Muhanna Nasser Al Muselhi, 
Director General of Private Health 
Establishments at the Ministry of 
Health, said that the ministry is 
going ahead with regulatory pro-
cedures, including precautionary 
closure of any establishment that 
does not comply with the standard 
quality of health.

As many as 1,600 private health 
establishments (hospitals, clinics, 
polyclinics, paramedical centres) 
operate in the Sultanate of Oman 
and use the services of 10,684 em-
ployees, said Al Muselhi.

He added that the Directorate 
General of Private Health Estab-
lishments works hard to empower 
the private health sector through 
proper governance, quality control 
and assurance of patient safety.

He said that “to encourage in-
vestments, the Directorate General 
of Private Health Establishments 
along with other government sec-
tors is working on simplifying the 
procedures of obtaining licences 
for health institutions and the 
health and medical cadre through 
initiation of e.government within 
the portal of national licences for 
various sectors.

He also valued the eff orts of 

the personnel concerned at such 
health institutions, including their 
health cadres and appreciated 
their sincerity and tremendous 
eff orts for off ering high quality 
health services in accordance with 
the rules of the law on the practice 
of medicine and allied professions 
and related legislations and poli-
cies. On the decisions related to 
suspension and closure and warn-
ings served on some private health 
establishments, he said the Direc-
torate General of Private Health 
Establishments supervises all pri-
vate health establishments.

Eff orts of the health institutions, and their 

cadres hailed for off ering high quality services 

in accordance with the country’s rules

New law has several provisions to cope with Oman Vision 2040

MUSCAT: The Royal Decree No. 
68/2021 on the Basic Law of the 
State, issued on 11 January 2021 
represents a new start of consulta-
tion work in the Sultanate. 

The law included several pro-
visions that cope with Oman Vi-
sion 2040 and the present stage of 
Renewed Renaissance led by His 
Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik.

The Law of the Council of Oman 
issued by Royal Decree No. 7/2021 
included the powers and legisla-
tive and regulatory amendments. 

The law is considered a new ad-
dition that copes with the historic 
development of consultation work 
in the Sultanate of Oman. 

Council of Oman
The former Basic Law of the 
State comprised 46 articles 
concerned with the Council of 
Oman. The current Basic Law of 
the State includes 8 articles rep-
resenting the general framework 

of the Council of Oman. 
The current Law of the Coun-

cil of Oman comprises 78 articles 
and was issued in light of the cur-
rent Basic Law of the State. The 
78 articles are divided into seven 
chapters starting with the General 
Rules, a chapter on the State Coun-

cil, a chapter on Majlis Al Shura, a 
chapter on the joint rules for both 
the councils of Majlis Al Shura and 
the State Council, a chapter on the 
convening and terms of the Coun-
cil of Oman and its prerogatives, a 
chapter on the follow-up tools for 
Majlis Al Shura and a chapter on 

the fi nal and transitional rules.
Khalid bin Ahmed Al Saadi, Sec-

retary General of the State Council 
said in a statement to Oman News 
Agency that the Law of the Council 
of Oman reaffi  rmed in chapter one 
that each of the State Council and 
Majlis Al Shura enjoys a legal per-

sonality and administrative and 
fi nancial autonomy, which gave 
the Council of Oman the power to 
practice its legislative authorities 
and prerogatives. He said that Ar-
ticle (6) of the Law of the Council 
of Oman pointed to the categories 
from which members of the State 
Council are selected as they are 
appointed by a Royal Decree.  

State Council and Majlis
Article 32 in chapter four of the 
law of the Council of Oman gave 
the State Council and Majlis Al 
Shura the authority to set the in-
ternal regulation which regulates 
the work of each council, the rules 
of election of the members and 
committees, he said, adding that 
the internal regulation details the 
duties of the chairman and vice 
chairman of the State Council. 

He said that Article 47 of the 
Law stated that the draft laws pre-
pared by the government shall be 

referred to the Council of Oman 
for approval or amendment and di-
rect referral for ratifi cation of His 
Majesty the Sultan. 

He said that article (48) of the 
law gave the Council of Oman the 
right to propose draft laws and 
referral of the same to the govern-
ment for consideration, provided 
that the draft law is sent back after 
review to the Council of Oman not 
later than a year. 

He said that Article 53 of the 
Law is concerned with the studies 
related to the development plans 
as the Law gave the State Council 
the right to follow with execution 
of the development plans.   

He said that the Offi  ce of the 
State Council approved forma-
tion of a committee to consider a 
proposal for a system for accredi-
tation and equation of the certifi -
cates of students studying abroad 
and a committee concerned with 
traffi  c jams. >A5

R O Y A L  D E C R E E

OMAN
Muscat Municipality 
snake rescue team

1
Twenty Health Aff airs 
unit staff  of the Muscat 
Municipality have been 

trained to rescue snakes safely 
and without causing harm. >A3

WORLD
Monkeypox outbreak 
can be stopped: WHO

2
A high-level World Health 
Organization offi  cial has 
said the rapidly spreading 

Monkeypox outbreak can be 
stopped with right strategies.>A6

MARKET
Oman’s wealth to 
grow 5.2% annually 

3
Oman’s fi nancial wealth 
will have a CAGR of 5.2 
percent in new wealth, 

says a new report by Boston 
Consulting Group.  >B1

T O P  T H R E E  I N S I D E  S T O R I E S

A3

Omani landscape 
full of adventure 
trip opportunities

340

MUSCAT

MINISTRY SHUTS 
DOWN THREE 
PRIVATE HEALTH 
INSTITUTIONS

18 66
OTHER PRIVATE HEALTH INSTITUTIONS SUSPENDED 
TEMPORARILY, AND CLINICAL PRIVILEGES WITHDRAWN FROM 
SOME MEDICAL PERSONNEL, IN ADDITION TO SUSPENDING 
TWO PRIVATE SPECIALISED HEALTH INSTITUTIONS

PRIVATE HEALTH INSTITUTIONS WARNED FOR NOT ADHERING TO THE 
QUALITY STANDARDS REQUIRED IN HEALTH SERVICES AND ASKING THEM 
TO IMPROVE THEIR CONDITIONS AND REMOVE ALL OBSERVATIONS AS 
STIPULATED IN THE REGULATORY PROCEDURES

Ministry inks smart farm technology pact
MUSCAT: In an eff ort to achieve 
self-suffi  ciency in agricultural 
products in the Sultanate of Oman 
and to meet the growing consum-
er needs for vegetable products, 
especially leafy ones, the Minis-
try of Agricultural and Fisher-
ies Wealth and Water Resources 
signed an agreement with the 
Korean Information Technology 
Company (Bomet) for the produc-
tion of leafy vegetables.

The agreement will help in 
capacity building, rehabilitation 
and training of technicians and 
farmers in the use of smart farm 

technologies. With the use of in-
novative agricultural techniques 
in producing leafy vegetables, 
the project aims to attract invest-
ments and help job seekers and 
entrepreneurs in the country.

Financed by the Omani Indian 
Fertiliser Company (OMIFCO), 
the smart farm technologies for 
the production of leafy vegetable 
crops use hydroponic systems.

The project, which will be im-
plemented in the agricultural 
research farm of the General 
Directorate of Agricultural and 
Animal Research in Al-Rumais, 

includes two basic stages. The 
second stage includes the appli-
cation and dissemination of the 
technology among farmers and 
investors and its evaluation un-
der the supervision of specialists 
and researchers of the Ministry.

The agreement aims to conduct 
applied research and scientifi c 
studies of the technology to evalu-
ate its production effi  ciency and 
economic feasibility and simplify 
it to suit the environmental condi-
tions in the Sultanate of Oman.

P R O D U C T I O N  O F  L E A F Y  V E G E T A B L E S

Full story @ timesofoman.com/oman

Full story @ timesofoman.com/oman
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Dhuhr .............................................12:18pm

Asr ......................................................3:41pm

Maghrib ........................................6:57pm

Isha....................................................8:16pm 

Fajr (Tomorrow) ...................... 4:11am
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Forum promotes Oman as a 

destination for investment in 

the fi eld of renewable energy

LONDON: Oman Renewable 
Energy Conference kicked off  on 
Wednesday under the auspices of 
Abdussalam Mohammed Al Mur-
shidi, Chairman of Oman Invest-
ment Authority (OIA).

It was organised by the Min-
istry of Commerce, Industry 
and Investment Promotion in 
cooperation with the Foreign 
Ministry, represented by Oman’s 
embassy in London, the OIA, the 
Ministry of Energy and Miner-
als, the Anglo-Omani Society 
and the Omani-British Friend-
ship Association.

The conference seeks to pro-
mote the Sultanate of Oman as 
a global destination with great 
potential for investment in 
the green energy sector, which 
took the limelight in Oman 
through a number of mega pro-
jects and ventures in the field 
of renewable energy.

The conference complements 
the role of the Ministry of Com-
merce, Industry and Investment 
Promotion as it showcases Oman 
in the global arena and expands 
its international market share of 
Omani-origin non-oil exports. 
The conference is an opportu-
nity to consolidate eff orts in in-
vestment, enhance exports and 
organise bilateral programmes, 
symposia and exhibitions.

During the conference, Qais 
Mohammed Al Yousef, Minister 
of Commerce, Industry and In-
vestment Promotion, announced 
the inauguration of the British 
Investor’s Bureau, which aims to 
market investment opportuni-
ties and create partnership for 
the establishment of investment 
projects necessary for sustain-
able economic growth, promo-
tion of Omani non-oil exports and 
strengthen their presence in for-
eign markets.

Great attention is accorded 
to the British market due to the 

fact that it is the largest invest-
ment partner of the Sultanate of 
Oman. This partnership covers 
many sectors, including oil, gas, 
technology, infrastructure, de-
fence and education. The United 
Kingdom was in the forefront of 
direct foreign investors in 2020, 
with investments aggregating at 
OMR7.112 million.

Last January 2022, the Sultan-
ate of Oman signed a partnership 
agreement with the British side 
to augment investment coopera-
tion in the fi elds of clean energy 
and information technology. This 
visit comes within the context of 
eff orts to attract more British in-
vestments from target sectors.

Aseela Salim Al Samsami, Un-
dersecretary of the Ministry of 
Commerce, Industry and Invest-
ment Promotion for Investment 
Promotion, gave an overview of 
opportunities off ered by the Sul-
tanate of Oman in the fi elds of re-
newable and low-carbon energy, 

industry, tourism, fi shing, mining 
and logistic services.

She explained that the Sultan-
ate of Oman lends strong sup-
port to renewable energy projects 
through the National Energy 
Strategy and Oman Vision 2040, 
which encourages gradual trans-
formation into low-carbon en-
ergy. A number of projects and 
initiatives launched recently in 
Oman were aimed at diminishing 
carbon emissions, she said.

She affi  rmed that a national 
central team was formed to help 
unify eff orts exerted in renew-
able energy and hydrogen pro-
jects with a view to determining 
a clear-cut strategic track for pro-
jects and applying specifi c plan-
ning models for the distribution 
of projects and the best possible 
utilisation of natural resources.

The conference also included 
discussion sessions in which 
CEOs of OIA-affi  liate fi rms show-
cased investment opportunities 
available in Oman, the incentives 
off ered by the country to inves-
tors in the fi eld of renewable en-
ergy and Oman’s preparedness to 
be a leader in the fi eld.

The OIA also exhibited read-
ily available investment oppor-
tunities off ered to British in-
vestors across various sectors, 
including renewable energy, 
tourism, fi shing, mining and lo-
gistic services. — ONA

O M A N  R E N E W A B L E  E N E R G Y  C O N F E R E N C E  I N  L O N D O N
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Arab Conference on 

Sustainable Cities 

begins in Salalah

SALALAH: Activities of the 
Arab Conference on Sustainable 
Cities, organised by the Environ-
ment Authority in cooperation 
with Dhofar Municipality and 
the Arab Towns Organisation, 
kicked off  on Wednesday.

The two-day event was opened 
by His Highness Sayyid Mar-
wan Turki Al Said, Governor of 
Dhofar Dr. Abdullah Ali Al Amri, 
Chairman of the Environment 
Authority, gave a speech on the 
occasion, saying that cities’ sus-
tainability can only be achieved 
through the application of green 
economies.

The conference, he explained, 
deals with the concept of devel-
oping sustainable governorates 
and cities, with emphasis on nat-
ural resources.

Green economy concept
The Secretary General of the 
Arab Towns Organisation, Eng. 
Ahmed Hamad Al Subaih, gave 
a speech in which he stressed 
the need to spread the concept 
of green economy now that the 
world is facing great challenges 
due to climate change and fossil 
fuel-based industries. The world 
is in great need for clean econo-
my, said Eng. Ahmed, who noted 
that the close association be-

tween environment and develop-
ment led to the concept of green 
economy.

Besides green economy, the 
conference sessions deal with the 
governance of sustainable cities 
and comprehensive manage-
ment of water, food and waste in 
sustainable cities.

The conference also explored 
successful regional and interna-
tional experiences in the fi eld 
of green economy and sustain-
able cities. It underscored the 
signifi cance of espousing smart 
applications when developing 
sustainable cities. — ONA

T W O - D A Y  E V E N T

The conference deals 

with the concept 

of developing 

sustainable 

governorates and 

cities, with emphasis 

on natural resources
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Oman, US hold joint 

meet on FTA
SALALAH: Acting in coop-
eration with Oman Chamber of 
Commerce (OCCI) branch in 
Dhofar, the United States (US) 
embassy in the Sultanate of 
Oman held an orientation meet-
ing on the Oman-US free trade 
agreement (FTA).

Zia Ahmed, Political and 
Economic Section Chief at the 
US embassy, said in a speech 
that the FTA assumes signifi-
cance as a major framework 
for commercial exchange and 
cooperation between Oman 
and the US.  Gary Schumann, 

Chief Commercial Officer at 
the US embassy here, said that 
trade between the two coun-
tries saw 40% growth due to 
the FTA, which created new 
investment opportunities in 
various fields. —  ONA

F R E E  T R A D E  A G R E E M E N T

Requirements of 

renewed renaissance

On the other hand, Sheikh 
Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Na-
dabi, Secretary general of Maj-
lis Al Shura said the issuance of 
the Basic Law of the State and 
the Law of the Council of Oman 
has formed a new stage that cope 
with the requirements of the re-
newed renaissance.

He also said that the Law of the 
Council of Oman has identifi ed 
the relation between the Coun-

cil of Oman and the Government 
(Council of Ministers), the pro-
cedures for legislative work with 
the State Council, the internal 
work procedures and the mecha-
nism for management of sessions 
of the council and its permanent 
committees. He said that the law 
provided the council with the 
right of setting its internal regu-
lation in accordance with the Ba-
sic Law of the State. — ONA

B A S I C  L A W  O F  T H E  S T A T E
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Monkeypox outbreak can be stopped: WHO

GENEVA: A high-level World 
Health Organization (WHO) of-
fi cial on Tuesday said the rapidly 
spreading Monkeypox outbreak 
can be stopped with the right strat-
egies.

“We do at this moment still be-
lieve that this outbreak of Monkey-
pox can be stopped with the right 
strategies in the right groups,” 
said Dr Rosamund Lewis, WHO 
Technical Lead on Monkeypox at a 
press briefi ng in Geneva. However, 
she added that time was going by 
and all need to get together to com-
bat the malady.

On Saturday, WHO Director-
General Tedros Adhanom Ghe-
breyesus declared the spread of 
the virus to be a public health 
emergency of international con-
cern (PHEIC), the organisation’s 
highest level of alert.

“Through this, we hope to en-
hance coordination, cooperation 
of countries and all stakeholders, 
as well as global solidarity,” Lewis 
said.

WHO assessed the risk posed to 
public health by Monkeypox in the 
European region as high, but at the 

global level as moderate.
This year, there have been over 

16,000 confi rmed cases of monk-
eypox in more than 75 countries. 
Lewis said the real number was 
probably higher.

She pointed out that in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, 
several thousand cases were sus-
pected, but testing facilities were 
limited. “The global dashboard 
did not include suspected cases,” 

she said. Until this year, the vi-
rus which causes Monkeypox has 
rarely spread outside Africa where 
it is endemic, UN News reported. 
But reports of a handful of cases 
in Britain in early May signalled 
that the outbreak had moved into 
Europe.

Lewis also pointed out that 
stigma and discrimination must 
be avoided, as that would harm the 
response to the disease.

“At the moment the outbreak 
is still concentrated in certain 
groups of men in some countries, 
but that is not the case every-
where,” she said.

“It is really important to appre-
ciate also that stigma and discrim-
ination can be very damaging and 
as dangerous as any virus itself,” 
she said.

Monkeypox could cause a range 
of signs and symptoms, including 
painful sores. Some people devel-
oped serious symptoms that need 
care in a health facility. Those at 
higher risk for severe disease or 
complications include pregnant 
women, children, and immuno-
compromised persons.

According to Dr Lewis, WHO 
was working with member states 
and the European Union on releas-
ing vaccines, and with partners to 
determine a global coordination 
mechanism. She emphasized that 
mass vaccination was not re-
quired. She stressed that countries 
with manufacturing capacity for 
smallpox and Monkeypox diag-
nostics, vaccines or therapeutics 
should increase production. ANI

M O N K E T P O X

Trump hints at 2024 
presidential bid in address
WASHINGTON: Former US 
President Donald Trump gave 
a strong hint he might run for 
president again in a speech on 
Tuesday.

The 76-year-old businessman 
returned to Washington this 
week for the fi rst time since he 
left the White House.

There, he spoke at the America 
First Policy Institute — a right-

wing organization set up in 2017 
after Trump’s inauguration.

“I always say I ran the fi rst 
time and I won, then I ran a sec-
ond time and I did much better,” 
Trump said.

Trump garnered 10 million 
more votes in 2020 than he did 
four years before, but lost out to 
Joe Biden due to a higher turn-
out. DW

P R E S I D E N T I A L  B I D
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Powerful earthquake 

rocks Philippines
MANILA: A powerful 7.1 magni-
tude earthquake struck the Phil-
ippines on the island of Luzon on 
Wednesday, killing at least four 
people and damaging buildings as 
well as triggering landslides.

Tremors as far away as the capi-
tal Manila, where high-rise build-
ings were evacuated.

Interior Secretary Benjamin Ab-
alos said at a news conference that 
two people were killed in Benguet 
province, one in Abra province, 
and one more in another province. 
Electricity has been automatically 
cut off  in some aff ected areas as a 
safety precaution.

“This is a major earthquake. We 
expect strong aftershocks,” said 
Renato Solidum, director of the 
state seismology agency, who add-
ed that the “the focus of attention 
is on Abra and nearby provinces.”

Epicentre in Abra province
The epicentre was near the town 
of Lagangilang in Abra province. 
The province is home to 250,000 
people and surrounded by rugged 
mountains.

“We are feeling aftershocks 
every 15 minutes,” Abra provincial 
vice governor Joy Bernos told a lo-
cal television news programme.

A hospital in Abra partially col-
lapsed following the quake, but lo-
cal offi  cials said no casualties had 

been reported.
“We are still experiencing af-

tershocks,” Rovelyn Villamor, the 
mayor of Lagangilang near the 
quake epicenter in Abra province, 
told the DZRH radio station.

The offi  ce of President Bong-
bong Marcos said it has dispatched 
rescue and relief teams to the area.

Buildings evacuated 
further afi eld
Eric Singson, a congressman from 
the nearby Ilocos Sur province, 
told the DZMM radio station that 
the quake had been felt strongly 
there, too.

“The earthquake lasted 30 sec-
onds or more. I thought my house 
would fall,” he said.

“Now, we are trying to reach peo-
ple.... Right now there are aftershocks 
so we are outside our home.” DW

E A R T H Q U A K E

Rishi Sunak, 
Liz Truss 
debate 
cancelled

LONDON: The Tory leader-
ship debate between Rishi 
Sunak and Liz Truss was 
cancelled on Tuesday (local 
time) after presenter Kate 
McCann fainted and col-
lapsed live on air.

“Kate McCann fainted on 
air tonight and although she 
is fi ne, the medical advice 
was that we shouldn’t con-
tinue with the debate. We 
apologise to our viewers and 
listeners,” tweeted TalkTV, 
which was co-hosting Tues-
day evening’s programme 
with the Sun. 

Former chancellor Ri-
shi Sunak and British For-
eign Secretary, Liz Truss 
were taking part in a second 
head-to-head debate when a 
loud crash was heard in the stu-
dio, reported UK-based media.

Truss panicked at the loud 
crash and could be heard say-
ing “oh my god” as she walked 
off  the stage, after which the 
broadcast was suspended.

The programme imme-
diately went off -air, with a 
message appearing on-screen 
saying: “We are sorry for the 
disruption to this programme. 
We are working hard to fi x the 
issue and will return to nor-
mal programming soon.”

McCann was scheduled to 
appear alongside the Sun’s 
political editor, Harry Cole, 
but he tweeted that he had 
tested positive for Covid-19 
earlier on Tuesday, reported 
UK-based media.

However, In the half hour 
before the debate went of-
fl ine when presenter Kate 
McCann fainted, Rishi Su-
nak and Liz Truss managed 
to touch upon some of the 
more contentious issues in 
this leadership contest, such 
as taxes, the Ukraine con-
fl ict, rising energy and food 
costs during a cost of living 
crisis. ANI

  P R E S E N T E R  F A I N T S

COVID infections hit new record in Japan
TOKYO: Japan’s new daily 
COVID-19 cases hit a new record 
Wednesday, topping the 209,000-
mark for the fi rst time as the highly 
transmissible BA.5 Omicron sub-
variant continues to run rampant.

The latest nationwide tally of 
new daily infections compares 
to the previous record of around 
201,000 COVID-19 cases reached 
last week as the government grap-

ples to deal with the country’s sev-
enth wave of infections. According 
to local government and the health 
ministry’s fi gures, more than half 
of Japan’s 47 prefectures report-
ed record numbers of new daily 
COVID-19 infections on Wednes-
day, as the country’s health system 
is feeling the strain.

The rapid surge in cases is crip-
pling emergency transport ser-

vices in the capital, Japan’s public 
broadcaster NHK said, as Tokyo 
on Wednesday logged 29,036 new 
daily cases, which marks an al-
most 40 percent increase from a 
week earlier.

Offi  cials said emergency crews 
are struggling to fi nd free hospital 
beds and in the past week, it took 
more than fi ve hours to fi nd beds 
for over 80 patients. ANI

C O V I D  I N F E C T I O N S
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Taylor, Klusener, 

Morkel to play 

in season two of 

Legends League
NEW DELHI: Legends League 
Cricket has announced that Ross 
Taylor (New Zealand), Lance 
Klusener (South Africa) and 
Morne Morkel (South Africa) 
will participate in the second 
season. After the success of sea-
son 1, Legends League Cricket is 
back with the second season from 
September 20 to October 10, 
2022. The second season already 
saw the addition of a lot of well-
known legends and the addition 
of players like Ross Taylor and 
Morne Morkel will only make the 
league more successful. With the 
addition of these three cricketers, 
the number of legends playing in 
this season has reached more 
than half a century now.

In the previous weeks, the 
league added iconic and legend-
ary players like Mohd Kaif, Brett 
Lee, Dale Steyn, Jacques Kallis, 
Virender Sehwag, Shane Watson, 
Irfan Pathan, Yusuf Pathan, Mu-
ralitharan, R P Singh, S. Badri-
nath and Stuart Binny.

Raman Raheja, Co-Founder 
& CEO, Legends League Cricket 
said, “Legends League Cricket 
will be played in four cities, we 
will soon fi nalise the cities which 
are going to off er maximum crick-
et action in the coming days,”

“It is becoming exciting the 
way we are receiving response 
from legendary cricketers. We 
are also receiving lots of queries 
from people, fans across coun-
tries about specifi c cricketers 
joining the league. Hope with 
these three new additions, we 
have brought happiness to some 
of our cricket fans,” said Raman 
in a statement.

Previously, Stalwarts like 
Virender Sehwag (India), Harb-
hajan Singh (India), Mura-
litharan (Sri Lanka), Irfan Pathan 

(India), Eoin Morgan (England), 
Mitchell Johnson (Australia) 
joined the League.

A lineup of other international 
players like Shane Watson (Aus-
tralia), Ravi Bopara (England), 
Matt Prior (England), Chris 
Tremlett (England), Parveez 
Maharoof (Sri Lanka), Romesh 
Kaluwitharana (Sri Lanka) and 
Upul Chandana (Sri Lanka) were 
added to the list of players who 
can be seen playing in the second 
edition of the league.

South African icons like 
Jacques Kallis, Dale Steyn were 
also recently announced to be 
playing in the second edition of 
the Legends League Cricket.

The fi rst season of Legends 
League Cricket had former crick-
eters from India, Pakistan, Sri 
Lanka, Australia, and England, 
among other cricket nations di-
vided into three teams represent-
ing India, Asia and the rest of the 
World. Cricket fans all across the 
world saw the Legends of Cricket 
sweat it out at their competitive 
best during the fi rst season. ANI

W E L L - K N O W N  L E G E N D S

Oman Cricket announces advisors to Board of Directors
Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oman Cricket an-
nounced the Advisors to Oman 
Cricket approved by Ministry 
of Sports and appointed by the 
Board of Director’s for the term 
2022–25.

The advisory panel include Da-
modar Katti, Varun Khimji and Ms 
Vaishali Jesrani. 

They have played a pivotal 
role in the widespread growth of 
cricket in the country and have 
supported Oman Cricket for host-
ing world stage events like the ICC 
T20WC 2021 , ICC T20WC Quali-
fi ers A in the recent past seam-
lessly.

Madhu Jesrani, Secretary , 
Oman Cricket on the appoint-
ment of the advisors said, “ We are 

delighted to include them to the 
panel of advisors for the Board. 
They have dedicatedly given their 
time to develop cricket in the Sul-
tanate Oman and have been piv-
otal pillars for Oman Cricket to 
host mega-events of world class 
stature. We at Oman Cricket laud 
their eff ort and are content to have 
their wisdom to shape the future of 
cricket in Oman.” 

O M A N  C R I C K E T
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MSX INDEX ENDS HIGHER
The MSX index closed at 4,508.93 points, 
up by 2.03 per cent from previous close. 
The Sharia Index ended up by 0.91 per 
cent at 465.92 points. Bank Muscat, up 
9.96 per cent, was the top gainer while 
Salalah Beach Resort, down 9.78 per 
cent, was the top loser.

Oil steady as 

demand concerns 

off set US crude 

stock drawdown

KUALA LUMPUR: Oil prices 
held steady as concerns about 
weaker demand off set industry 
data that showed a larger-than-
expected drawdown in US crude 
stockpiles.

Brent crude futures were at 
$104.55 a barrel, up 15 cents, or 
0.1 per cent.

US West Texas Intermediate 
(WTI) crude rose 27 cents, or 
0.5 per cent, to $95.25 a barrel.

After Tuesday’s settlement, 
industry group the American 
Petroleum Institute said crude 
stocks in the United States fell 
by 4 million barrels last week, 
Reuters reported.

“A sharper decline in inven-
tories should support oil prices, 
but the rebound was limited by 
concerns about potential weak 
demand, and the White House 
stated that it will further re-
lease strategic reserves,” said 
Leon Li, a Shanghai-based ana-
lyst at CMC Markets. 

                        -BNA

O I L  P R I C E S

Oman’s fi nancial 

wealth to grow 

by 5.2% annually
Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oman’s fi nancial 
wealth will experience a sturdy 
Compound Annual Growth Rate 
(CAGR) of 5.2 per cent, accord-
ing to a new report by Boston 
Consulting Group (BCG), titled, 
Global Wealth 2022: Standing 
Still Is Not an Option.

“We see the Middle East and 
Africa fi nancial wealth growing 
year after year, including Oman, 
despite a tremulous global mar-
ket,” said Mustafa Bosca, Manag-
ing Director and Partner, BCG. 
“Oman’s fi nancial wealth shows 
positive prospects having grown 
4 per cent every year since 2016 
to $69.3 billion in 2021 and is ex-
pected to continuously grow to 
2026. Additionally, approximate-
ly 12 per cent of Oman’s wealth 
derived from Ultra High Net 
Worth (HNW) segment in 2021, 
which are individuals who are 
worth more than $100 million.”

Other fi ndings from report are:

Net-zero is an immediate 
imperative 
Although people tend to think of 
net-zero as a 2050 goal, the re-
port notes that wealth managers 
must act immediately to embed 
sustainable investing across the 
entire client life cycle.  

Crypto: Untapped market 
for wealth managers
The opportunity for wealth man-
agers is clear: nearly 80 per cent 
of clients surveyed said that they 
would consider increasing their 
crypto holdings if wealth man-
agers off ered advisory and edu-
cation services. Two-thirds of 
clients who sourced their crypto 
investment with third parties 
said that they did so because they 
didn’t think their wealth manag-
ers off ered such services. To de-
termine whether crypto is right 
for their businesses, wealth man-
agers must consider if, when, and 
how they want to participate. 

Personalisation as a driver 
of top-line growth 
On average, wealth managers 
that excel at customizing of-
fers and interactions see higher 
rates of client satisfaction and 
lower rates of churn than others 
do. Personalisation is a complex 
undertaking that requires intro-
ducing new data and analytics, 
connecting processes across the 
fi rm’s front, middle, and back of-
fi ces, and changing ways of work-
ing. In the report, BCG identifi es 
three actions that wealth manag-
ers vying to deliver individual-
ised service at scale can take to 
improve personalisation: priori-
tise capabilities that recur across 

journeys; design for value and 
scale; and back good ideas with 
the right enablers. 

Digital wealth manage-
ment premium is real 
The valuation multiples of digital 
wealth management fi rms are six 
or seven times as high as those 
of traditional wealth managers. 
Digital wealth management in-
stitutions are delivering faster 
customer growth, cheaper cost 
structures, and superior rates 
of innovation. To protect their 
future profi tability, traditional 
wealth managers must evolve 
with the times. 

“The wealth management 
agenda is getting more crowded 
— and the items on it more urgent. 
Net-zero, crypto, personalisation, 
and digitisation are not merely 
arenas that leaders can simply 
consider. They are imperatives 
whose outcomes will determine 
which institutions grow client 
share over the next fi ve years. The 
most important question facing 
wealth managers right now is not 
which initiatives to prioritise — 
but how best to execute on all of 
them,” concluded Bosca.

R E P O R T

Oman’s financial 

wealth shows positive 

prospects having 

grown 4 per cent every 

year since 2016 to 

$69.3 billion in 2021

Mustafa Bosca
Managing Director and Partner, BCG
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Worldwide 
semiconductor 
revenue to grow 
7% in 2022

DUBAI: Global semiconduc-
tor revenue is projected to grow 
7.4 per cent in 2022, down from 
2021 growth of 26.3 per cent, ac-
cording to the latest forecast from 
Gartner, Inc. This is down from 
the previous quarter’s forecast of 
13.6 per cent growth in 2022. 

“Although chip shortages are 
abating, the global semiconduc-
tor market is entering a period 
of weakness, which will persist 
through 2023 when semicon-
ductor revenue is projected 
to decline 2.5 per cent,” said 
Richard Gordon, Practice VP at 
Gartner. “We are already see-
ing weakness in semiconductor 
end markets, especially those 
exposed to consumer spending. 
Rising infl ation, taxes and inter-
est rates, together with higher 
energy and fuel costs, are putting 
pressure on consumer dispos-
able income. This is aff ecting 
spending on electronic products 
such as PCs and smartphones.” 

Overall, 2022 global semi-
conductor revenue has been re-
duced from the previous quar-
ter’s forecast by $36.7 billion, 
to $639.2 billion, as economic 
conditions are expected to 
worsen through the year. Mem-
ory demand and pricing have 
softened, especially in consum-
er-related areas like PCs and 
smartphones, which will help 
lead to the slowdown in growth. 

G A R T N E R  F O R E C A S T

MSX index ends marginally higher

MUSCAT: The MSX index closed 
at 4,508.93 points, up by 2.03 per 
cent from the previous close. The 
Sharia Index ended up by 0.91 per 
cent at 465.92 points. Bank Mus-
cat, up 9.96 per cent, was the top 
gainer while Salalah Beach Re-
sort, down 9.78 per cent, was the 
top loser. Shares of Bank Muscat 
were the most active in terms of 

the number of shares traded as 
well as in terms of turnover.

A total number of 823 trades 
were executed during the day’s 
trading session, generating a 
turnover of OMR4.48 million, 
with more than 15.9 million 
shares changing hands. Out of 47 
traded securities, 23 advanced, 
7 declined, and 17 remained un-

changed. At the session close, 
domestic investors were net buy-
ers for OMR687,000 while GCC 
& Arab investors were net sellers 
for OMR388,000, followed by for-
eign investors for OMR299,000 
worth of shares.

Financial Index closed at 
7,198.94 points, up 2.03 per cent. 
— United Securities

M U S C A T  S T O C K  E X C H A N G E



OMAN’S AL-ZUBAIR TEAMS UP 

WITH SCHILLER, JEFFRIES AND MORAD 

FOR TOTAL ENERGIES 24 HOURS OF SPA

BELGIUM: Oman’s Al-Faisal Al-

Zubair will team up with Germany’s 

Fabian Schiller, Zimbabwe’s Axcil Jef-

fries and new Canadian driver Daniel 

Morad, when the quartet tackle this 

weekend’s 74th edition of the Total 

Energies 24 Hours of Spa.

The fl agship round of the 2022 Fa-

natec GT World Challenge Europe 

Powered by AWS – Endurance Cup 

has attracted a massive entry. Al-

Zubair and Morad will be taking part 

in one of the highlights of the GT rac-

ing calendar for the fi rst time in their 

Mercedes-AMG GT3 running under 

the Al-Manar Racing by HRT banner.

Together with Schiller and Jeff ries, 

Al-Zubair won the Silver category at 

last month’s Paul Ricard 1000kms 

and the trio currently hold a two-point 

lead over Benjamin Goethe, Thomas 

Neubauer and Jean-Baptiste Sim-

menauer in the Silver Cup standings.

A record 18 teams and six manufac-

turers are expected to start the race in 

the Silver Cup category, which joined 

the race in 2018 and has seen both 

Mercedes-AMG and Lamborghini 

claim two wins apiece thus far. In total, 

235 drivers are expected to take part in 

the race across the various classes.

Al-Zubair said: “I am really looking 

forward to the Spa 24. It is defi nitely 

the highlight of the year for our sea-

son, if not for all GT racing around the 

world. It’s the biggest race and one of 

the pinnacles of GT racing. I am ex-

pecting a huge grid and a lot of Pro cars 

and cars in our Silver category.

“I believe there are around 70 to 80 

cars on the grid, just GT3s. We will be 

joined by Daniel Morad, a Canadian 

driver. He was extremely strong in 

the test. That is a big positive going 

into the race weekend. We are going to 

hopefully have four solid Silvers and 

be able to fi ght for top positions, like 

we did at Paul Ricard. In a 24-hour 

race, the most important thing is to 

fi nish and, hopefully, with the mini-

mum penalties possible.

“It’s a long race and the fi rst time 

for myself and Daniel doing it. Ax-

cil and Fabian have done it before. I 

can’t wait to get started. Hopefully 

we can raise the Omani fl ag high at 

the end of the race.”

The race was staged fi r the fi rst time 

in July 1924 and is running for a 59th 

successive occasion after a 10-year 

hiatus between 1954 and 1963.

On-track action for the team gets 

underway with a fi rst 90-minute prac-

tice session from 10.50hrs tomorrow 

morning (Thursday). Competitors will 

then take to the circuit for a one-hour 

pre-qualifying stint from 16.15hrs.

Four separate 15-minute quali-

fying sessions take place between 

20.40hrs and 22.00hrs, before en-

trants are permitted on to the circuit 

again between 22.20hrs and 23.50hrs 

for night practice.

Support races, a warm-up and su-

per pole session take centre stage on 

Friday (July 29th) before the race gets 

underway at 16.45hrs on Saturday af-

ter several additional support races. 

The chequered fl ag is scheduled for 

16.45hrs on Sunday.

2022 FANATEC GT WORLD 

CHALLENGE EUROPE

SILVER CUP – CURRENT 

POSITIONS:

Al Faisal Al-Zubair/Axcil 

Jeff ries/Fabian Schiller                                   

Thomas Drouet/Tommaso 

Mosca/Casper Stevenson

Louis Proctor/Finlay Hutchinson/

Diego Menchaca

Aurelian Panis/Cesar 

Gazeau/Nicolas Baert 

Benjamin Goethe/Thomas Neubauer/

Jean-Baptiste Simmenauer43pts

24pts 23pts

21pts

41 pts
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source: https://www.gt-world-challenge-europe.com/
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Seminar on Commercial 

Companies Law and Personal 

Data Protection Law organised

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Oman Banks 
Association Academy organised 
a seminar on the Commercial 
Companies Law and the Personal 
Data Protection Law. 

The seminar was held yes-
terday at the Training Centre of 
First Abu Dhabi Bank in Muttrah 
Business District and was at-
tended by executives from sever-
al banks operating in Oman. The 
seminar was conducted by legal 
experts from Nasser Al Habsi and 
Saif Al Mamari Law Firm in asso-
ciation with Addleshaw Goddard.

The seminar covered the key 
features of the Oman Commer-
cial Companies Law promulgated 
by Royal Decree No. 18/2019 and 
its accompanying Executive Reg-
ulations issued by the Ministry of 
Commerce, Industry and Invest-

ment Promotion under Ministe-
rial Decision No. 146/2021.

The seminar also covered the 
key features of the Personal Data 
Protection Law promulgated by 
Royal Decree No. 6/2022. 

The seminar discussed mat-
ters ranging from how “personal 
data” can be interpreted under 
the law and the obligations aris-
ing under the law to protect such 
“personal data”, with the main 
focus on the applicability of the 
new Personal Data Protection 
Law to customer data held by the 
licensed banks in Oman.

The Oman Banks Association 
is a non-profi t professional asso-
ciation created to represent the 
banking sector, promote Omani 
banking activities, coordinate 
with the regulators on matters of 
policy and strategy, and support 
banking excellence in Oman.

O M A N  B A N K S  A S S O C I A T I O N  A C A D E M Y

MUSCAT: Committed to enhanc-
ing its business performance by 
integrating 4IR technologies and 
smart solutions across its opera-
tions, Asyad Group has penned a 
technology partnership agreement 
with Onsor Technologies, an Oma-
ni IT start-up to provide innovative 
solutions to Asyad Shipping’s fl eet.

The agreement is underpinned 
by Asyad Group’s strategy to en-
gage the private sector in support-
ing research and innovation and 
leveraging new technologies to de-
velop systems that meet the needs 
of the maritime sector.

Onsor Technologies will be look-
ing into the current requirements 
of Asyad’s shipping fl eet and will 
work on enhancing its operations 
by developing Internet of Things 
(IoT) sensors to be installed in 
some of Asyad ships to wirelessly 
transmit engine performance data 
and readings to servers dedicated 
for those purposes. 

Those devices that enable better 
and faster data processing and anal-
ysis using machine learning and ar-
tifi cial intelligence algorithms will 
help monitor and improve the per-
formance of Asyad fl eet.

Ghaith Mohammed Al Darmaki, 
Asyad Group’s Chief Technology Of-
fi cer said, “As we believe innovation 
is the driving force behind business 
growth and operational excellence, 
we have joined hands with Onsor to 

equip our fl eet with advanced IoT-
based sensors that will enable real-
time data integration and process-
ing. This will help reduce downtime 
and maintenance costs, promote 
growth and sustainability and im-
prove operational effi  ciency.”

“This joint venture not only 
helps maximise the capabilities 
of Asyad Group’s maritime as-
sets, but it also reaffi  rms Asyad’s 
Group’s continuous eff orts to em-

power Omani SMEs and create 
new prospects for them to tap into 
global markets,” he added.

Eng. Mu’adh Al Hinai, CEO of 
Onsor Technologies stated, “We 
consider the technology partner-
ship signed with Asyad Group a 
crucial step forward for Onsor to-
wards expanding its innovative so-
lutions by deploying 4IR technolo-
gies, particularly in the transport 
and logistics sectors.”- ONA

T E C H N O L O G Y  P A R T N E R S H I P  A G R E E M E N T

IMF lowers growth 
forecast, warns of 
global ‘recession’
NEW YORK: In an update to 
its global growth forecast Tues-
day, the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) warned of risks to 
the global economy, which if left 
unchecked, could push the world 
into a recession.

High infl ation and the risks 
posed by Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine are responsible for plac-
ing the global economy in peril, 
the IMF said, adding that “worst 
case” scenarios are possible.

In a statement, IMF Chief 
Economist Pierre-Olivier Gour-
inchas said, “the world may soon 
be teetering on the edge of a glob-
al recession, only two years after 
the last one.”

Gourinchas added that the 
current environment suggests 
that the “likelihood that the US 
economy can avoid a recession” 
is “quite narrow.”

What is IMF forecasting?
GDP growth worldwide will 

slow to 3.2 per cent in 2022. The 
new estimate comes after the 
IMF had foreseen 3.6 per cent 
growth. April of this year.

“The outlook has darkened 
signifi cantly since April,” Gour-
inchas said. 

“The world’s three largest 
economies, the United States, 
China and the euro area are stall-
ing with important consequences 
for the global outlook,” he added.

The update added that global 
GDP contracted in the second 
quarter due to downturns in Chi-
na and Russia.

China’s economy, battered by 
COVID-19 lockdowns and a real 
estate-driven debt crisis, is ex-
pected to grow at 3.3 per cent, 
down 1.1 percentage points from 
previous estimates. -DW

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  M O N E T A R Y  F U N D

OQ has multiplied its 

client base since 2020, 

thanks to focus on 

change and innovation

Times News Service

MUSCAT: OQ, the multifaceted 
Oman-based energy company 
that specialises in polymers for 
fl exible and rigid packaging solu-
tions, continues to innovate and 
expand with imminent solutions 
for the infrastructure, construc-
tion and agricultural sectors de-
spite the disruptive and challeng-
ing backdrop which has defi ned 
the decade-to-date.

Since 2020, the company has 
grown its client base tenfold from 
300 to 3,000, while the volume 
of products shipped had jumped 
from 900 containers per month 
to >4,000 – all during a well-doc-
umented shipping crisis. 

“It has been a very strange few 
years but despite the obstacles 
placed in front of us we have 
fl ourished,” commented Gilles 
Rochas, Managing Director of OQ 
Polymer Marketing. Our change-
positive culture and innovative 
approach to development have 
seen us grow enormously, meet-
ing market demands in challeng-
ing global conditions. We see 
opportunity in change and are 
fuelled by the fast-paced deci-
sions that create a positive im-
pact during times of adversity.”

Since March 2022, OQ’s poly-
mer plants have delivered more 
than 100 kilotonnes of polyolefi n 
per month, a new capacity re-

cord. This breakthrough growth 
in total output is a tribute to our 
dedicated operations team. With 
accessible sales and logistical 
networks in the East and West 
corners, OQ’s increased produc-
tion will continue to ramp up to 
meet the anticipated demands of 
the various markets that it sup-
ports across the globe.

Due to the rapid growth in ac-
tivities fl owing through the Om-
ani hubs, expansion outside of 
OQ’s home country has been nec-
essary to support the company’s 
global network.

Indeed, outside of Oman, the 
company continues to broaden 
its horizons. Over the last 3 years, 
OQ has stationed hubs in Malay-
sia and the Belgian port city of 
Antwerp, making it better placed 
than ever to serve an expanding 
global customer base.

Today, OQ operates out of 17 
countries and covers more than 
70 nations with its range of Luban 
PP, HDPE and LLDPE products, 
manufactured in its Sohar-based 
production plants.

These international operations 
are backed by our growing re-
gional sales presence supported 
by OQ’s sales activities in Oman, 
India, Turkey, China, Spain, and 
Singapore. Crucially, all these 
locations are managed by dedi-
cated professionals familiar with 
the local business environment. 

O M A N - B A S E D  E N E R G Y  C O M P A N Y

Asyad signs agreement to deploy 
smart solutions to its shipping fl eet
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52% of Middle East users faced phishing scams when using digital payments

DUBAI: 52 per cent of respond-
ents from the Middle East region 
faced phishing scams when using 
online banking or mobile wallet 
services. 49 per cent have person-
ally encountered fake websites, 
and 48 per cent — have scams (via 
texts or calls) using social engi-
neering, according to the Kasper-
sky Digital Payment survey.

When asked about awareness 

of threats against digital payment 
methods, the majority of respond-
ents report that they are aware of 
both fi nancial phishing attacks (87 
per cent) and online scams (87 per 
cent). 84 per cent also stated that 
they are informed about banking 
malware on PCs and mobile. This 
type of malicious software steals 
money from users’ bank accounts. 

However, 92 per cent think that 

banks and payment companies 
should educate users more about 
the threats online. When it comes to 
a list of security features consumers 
would like to see more on existing 
banking apps and mobile wallets, 
here’s what matters most to them: 

The implementation of one-
time-passwords (OTPs) via SMS 
for every transaction (80 per cent), 
Biometric security features like fa-

cial or fi ngerprint recognition (64 
per cent), Requiring two-factor 
authentication (53 per cent), Auto-
mated detection and intervention 
for fraudulent transactions (54 per 
cent), Point-to-point encryption 
(27 per cent)

“Whether we talk about the 
proliferation of phishing scams or 
mobile malware, it is important to 
establish some basic cybersecurity 

standards. Advanced security so-
lutions, which are able to fi lter out 
most of the generic attack vectors, 
supplemented with other preven-
tive measures such as good cyber-
security awareness and regular 
password changes, can help to keep 
your fi nancial transactions secure,” 
said Emad Haff ar, Head of Techni-
cal Experts, Middle East, Turkey 
and Africa at Kaspersky.

K A S P E R S K Y  S U R V E Y

49 per cent have personally 

encountered fake websites, 

and 48 per cent  have scams 

(via texts or calls) using 

social engineering
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ARA Petroleum offers scholarships 
to 3 female staff  for higher studies

MUSCAT: ARA Petroleum, a sub-
sidiary of The Zubair Corporation, 
has off ered a scholarship to three 
female employees to complete 
their university studies, with two 
of them set to complete their stud-
ies in the Sultanate and one in the 
United Kingdom. This is in line 
with the company’s policy to qual-
ify and develop Omanis in various 
technical disciplines.

Dr Omar Salim Al-Jaaidi, Gen-
eral Manager of the company said, 
“Supporting employees to com-
plete their studies abroad comes 
within the policy of ARA Petro-

leum Company. This is aimed to 
develop and qualify Omani em-
ployees to provide them with tech-
nical and administrative skills, 
aligned with the company’s am-
bitious plans. Moreover, it is also 
part of the company’s endeavour 
to implement the latest interna-
tional standards within the oil and 
gas sector as well as in the fi eld of 
renewable and sustainable energy.

The company is working to-
wards reducing and eventually 
eliminating its carbon footprint 
resulting from its operations. ARA 
Petroleum is committed to its HSE 

Vision: “No Harm to People, No 
Harm to The Environment”. 

Abir Ahmed Al-Shuaili, Op-
erations Process Engineer at ARA 
Petroleum, who is studying in 
the United Kingdom (UK) said, “I 
started my career in ARA Petro-
leum in November 2017, and we 
have always sought to make ARA 
Petroleum one of the leading com-
panies in the Sultanate in the fi eld 
of sustainable energy. The engi-
neering team and the new technol-
ogies team are working together to 
fi nd appropriate solutions to this 
challenge. This was the reason 

for the company’s management to 
send me to the United Kingdom to 
complete a full-time master’s de-
gree for one year.”

“Studying abroad will help us 
to develop our careers, assume re-
sponsibility and self-reliance, as 
well as learn how to manage time 
and plan well. It also contributes 
to studying disciplines that are not 
available in the Sultanate, which 
allows us to excel and apply what 
we have learned at work, in addi-
tion to enhancing our self-confi -
dence. We will strive to employ 
what we have acquired in science, 
knowledge and skills to develop 
work within the company through 
modern scientifi c and technologi-
cal research, which is in line with 
the vision of ARA Petroleum.”

“Studying abroad will give me 
the opportunity to apply what I 
have learned in many disciplines 
within the company, including 
specialised positions in the fi eld of 
chemistry, among others, including 
process development, environmen-
tal services and manufacturing. I 
am currently working on a gradua-
tion project, which is to convert the 
gases associated with oil, which are 
now burned, into hydrogen that can 
be used to produce energy in the 
oil fi elds. Through this project, the 

burning of gas that produces harm-
ful substances for the environment 
will be stopped and will be fully uti-
lised,” she added.

On her part, Anisa Nasser Al-
Mahadhour, Petrophysicist at Ara 
Petroleum, Blocks 44 and 31, said, 
“I graduated from the College of 
Science at Sultan Qaboos Univer-
sity with a Bachelor’s degree in 
Earth Sciences (Geology) as a ma-
jor and Business Administration 
as a minor in 2008. I worked for a 
short period during my university 
studies as an assistant lecturer, I 
then joined a company operating 
in the oil fi elds for two months as 
a geophysicist specializing in earth 
sciences, and then joined training 
in several government ministries 
such as the Ministry of Environ-
ment and Climate Aff airs and the 
Ministry of Oil and Gas at that time, 
when I worked in the areas of con-
tracts and environmental permits. 

“Then I joined the fi eld with a 
Thai company and was sent for 
six months at the company’s over-
seas headquarters in Thailand. I 
dealt with on-the-job training in 
the fi elds of geologist, geophys-
ics and petrophysics. After that, 
I decided to complete my under-
graduate studies with a master’s 
degree in Applied Earth Sciences, 

and my request was approved to 
complete my studies in this fi eld. 
My choice to complete my studies 
in this speciality came after doing 
research at the university level, 
where it was discussed by several 
Offi  cials at Ara Petroleum, given 
that the off ered curricula corre-
spond to the company’s work re-
quirements. Getting a scholarship 
is a good opportunity, but there are 
many challenges that I faced as 
a working woman and mother of 
two children, including balancing 
work and study, but thanks to God, 
his success and good time manage-
ment, I was able to develop a plan 
that helps me organize work eff ec-
tively, and thank God, it helped me 
excel also in my fi eld of study.”

Reem Mubarak Al Majrfi , Tech-
nical Assistant Petrophysicist at 
ARA Petroleum said, “Instrumen-
tation and control engineering is a 
branch of modern electrical engi-
neering that industries need and 
depend on due to the tremendous 
growth in automation systems and 
the use of electronic computers 
in self-management of manufac-
turing, control and control opera-
tions, especially in the fi eld of oil 
and gas, industrial processes, man-
ufacturing industries, and medical 
applications.”

Supporting 

employees to 

complete their 

studies abroad comes 

within the policy 

of ARA Petroleum 

Company

Bank Muscat continues special 

off er on Sayyarati auto fi nance 

MUSCAT: As part of its customer-
centric vision, Bank Muscat, the 
leading fi nancial services provider 
in the Sultanate, has announced 
that it will continue to off er a spe-
cial discounted rate on its Sayyarati 
Auto Finance till August 31. 

The special scheme, which of-
fers rates as low as 3.5 per cent for 
new and used cars has been taken 
up enthusiastically by customers 
and will go a long way in enhancing 
road safety by making some of the 
best and safest cars in the world 
easily available to people in Oman.

In addition to the attractive in-
terest rates that start at just 3.5 per 
cent, the special off er includes a 
variety of exclusive benefi ts like a 
repayment tenor of up to 10 years 
and free third-party insurance 
for used car fi nancing. Sayyarati 

Auto Finance is the easiest path 
to fi nancing one’s dream car and 
Omani nationals working in gov-
ernment and quasi-government 
institutions as well as Tier 1 and 
Tier 2 companies are eligible for 
fi nancing up to OMR60,000. Ex-
patriates working in government 
and semi-government organiza-
tions, as well as Tier 1 companies, 
can also make use of the attractive 

interest rates in the off er. 
Sayyarati auto fi nance en-

hances banking convenience as 
no postpaid cheques are needed, 
and instalments are automatical-
ly deducted from the customer’s 
account once the mandate to do 
so is provided. Applications can 
be submitted at Sayyarati Centres 
in Wattayah or Salalah or at the 
nearest Bank Muscat branch. 

Documents needed to ensure 
prompt processing of the applica-
tion include copies of customer 
ID and Driving Licence, a salary 
transfer letter, valuation of the 
vehicle and seller’s ID copy (for 
pre-owned cars). Enhancing cus-
tomer satisfaction, Sayyarati auto 
fi nancing can be disbursed within 
24 hours if applicants meet the 
relevant eligibility conditions.

T I L L  A U G U S T  3 1

MUSCAT: The excitement of suc-
cess emanated in the hearts of In-
dian School Al Maabela (ISAM) 
family members, as students 
strode dazzlingly along the road to 
success in the AISSE Class X and 
AISSCE Class XII CBSE Exami-
nation 2021-22.  

All the 218 students who appeared 
for the board exam  clinched a whop-
ping 100% success. The school top-
per Keziah Mariam Koshy Varghese 
has scored an overall of 99.6%, fol-
lowed by Samay Sajjay, with 98.2% 
and Emma Shaji Joseph with 98%. 

Students exhibited a striking 
performance this year recording a 
commendable 100% victory. Syed 
Shazia Ifath clinched the merit of 
being the top position rank holder 
in the Science stream with an ag-
gregate score of 97%, followed by 
Ramisa Parveen in the second posi-
tion scoring 94.2% and Muhammed 
Shan & Mohammed Azharuddin in 
the third position with 93.6%. In 
Commerce stream, the fi rst posi-
tion is bagged by Monisha Badlani, 
with an aggregate score of 95.8% 
followed by Sana Batool, with 92%, 
and Mahdi Aman, with 90.8% in the 
third position. 

I N D I A N  S C H O O L  A L  M A A B E L A

CLASS- X- SCHOOL TOPPERS

CLASS-XII-COMMERCE STREAM TOPPERS

CLASS-XII-SCIENCE STREAM TOPPERS

SECOND POSITION 98% 

EMMA SHAJI JOSEPH

THIRD POSITION 90.8% 

MAHDI AMAN

SECOND POSITION 98.2% 

SAMAY SAJJAY

SECOND POSITION 92%  

SANA BATOOL

FIRST POSITION 99.6% 

KEZIAH MARIAM KOSHY 

VARGHESE

FIRST POSITION 95.8% 

MONISHA BADLANI

FIRST POSITION 97% 

SYED SHAZIA IFATH

THIRD POSITION 93.6% 

MUHAMMED SHAN   

SECOND POSITION 94.2% 

RAMISA PARVEEN

THIRD POSITION 93.6%

MOHAMMED 

AZHARUDDIN

ISAM students excel in Class X, XII exams
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Omani landscape full of 
adventure trip opportunities
MUSCAT: The Sultanate of Oman 
is blessed with a unique geographi-
cal diversity interspersed as it is 
with plains, mountains and beach-
es, providing adventurers and 
nature lovers activities such as 
mountaineering, adventure tours 
and water sports.

One such adventurer, Badr Sal-
eem Al Salti spends most of his 
time climbing mountains along 
with other members of the Ex-
ploration and Challenge team. 
The team was established in 2015 
and it aims to spread the culture 
of mountaineering and organise 

mountain trips in all segments of 
society across the country.

Badr Al-Salti told the Oman 
News Agency: “The nature of ad-
venture tourism in the Sultanate 
of Oman in the summers is diff er-
ent from that of winters. 

In summers, we take trips to 
permanent water valleys and cold 
caves due to soaring tempera-

tures. During winters, we go to the 
mountains and deserts to practice 
climbing and off -road detours into 
the deserts.”

He added, “Even the adventure 
equipment diff er between those 
used for valleys and those used in 
caves. The experience helps an 
adventurer to overcome fear and 
adapt quickly.”

He explained that there are a 
number of diffi  culties he is facing 
such as transmission interruption 
in the subsoil of some valleys and 
lack of services in some places vis-
ited by the tourists.

G E O G R A P H I C A L  D I V E R S I T Y

Muscat Municipality trains
team for rescuing snakes
Times News Service

MUSCAT: Twenty employees 
of the Health Aff airs unit of the 
Muscat Municipality have been 
trained in rescuing snakes without 
causing them any harm.

They will work as a specialised 
team that will handle emergency 
situations arising out of snake 
sighting at unlikely places. The 
participants were acquainted with 
the types of snakes commonly 
found in the Sultanate, their loca-
tions, behaviour and the ways to 
handle poisonous and non-venom-
ous ones. Trainees were also given 
lessons on ecological balance and 
the ways of handling snakes with-
out disturbing the former.

S P E C I A L I S E D  T E A M
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