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Manama, Bahrain - The Arab
League Summit on Thursday
called for deployment of UN
peacekeeping forces in the occu-
pied Palestinian territories. 

In its final statement - the
‘Bahrain Declaration’ - the 22-
member grouping called for in-
ternational protection and
peacekeeping forces of the
United Nations in the occupied
Palestinian Territories until a two-
state solution is implemented.

It also adopted calls by host
Bahrain’s King Hamad bin Isa al
Khalifa and Palestinian president
Mahmud Abbas to ‘convene an
international conference under
the auspices of the United Na-
tions, to resolve the Palestinian
issue on the basis of the two-
state solution’.

The final communiqué also
discussed the conflicts in Libya,
Sudan, Syria and Yemen, among
other points.

Open wound
Mahmud Abbas told the summit
his political rivals in Hamas gave
Israel an excuse to wage war on

Gaza with its October 7 attack
from the Palestinian territory.

“The military operation carried
out by Hamas by a unilateral de-
cision on that day, October 7,
provided Israel with more pre-
texts and justifications to attack
the Gaza Strip,” he said.

Speaking at the summit, UN

Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres described the war in
Gaza as “an open wound that
threatens to infect the entire re-
gion”, calling for “the immediate
and unconditional release of all
hostages”.

Guterres said, “The only per-
manent way to end the cycle of

violence and instability is through
a two-state solution.”

The Bahrain Declaration also
urged ‘all Palestinian factions to
join under the umbrella of the
Palestine Liberation Organiza-
tion’, which is dominated by
Abbas’ ruling Fatah movement.

The Arab League declared it

considered the PLO ‘the sole le-
gitimate representative of the
Palestinian people’.

The league strongly con-
demned the attacks on commer-
cial ships in the Red Sea, saying
they threaten freedom of naviga-
tion, international trade and the
interests of countries and peoples

of the world. The declaration af-
firmed the Arab nations' commit-
ment to ensuring freedom of
navigation in the Red Sea and
surrounding regions.

Sayyid Asaad at the meet
Delegated by His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik, Sayyid Asaad

bin Tarik al Said, Deputy Prime
Minister for International Rela-
tions and Cooperation Affairs
and Special Representative of
His Majesty the Sultan, headed
the Omani delegation at the
summit. 

In his address, Sayyid Assad
said that the historic injustice in-
flicted on the Palestinian people
“compels us all to take a
stronger, more impactful and a
more efficient Arab position that
guarantees to the Palestinian
people their right to self-deter-
mination and their aspiration to
a comprehensive global recogni-
tion of the Palestinian State”. 

He added that it has to be a
stand that applies the highly-de-
sired, long overdue two-state
solution, in accordance with the
United Nations resolution, the
Arab Peace Initiative and rules of
international law. 

“Without that, our region will
never enjoy a lasting peace or
sustainable prosperity antici-
pated by the people of the region
and the world at large.”
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Muscat - Oman, represented by
the Ministry of Heritage and
Tourism, will be hosting the 50th
UN Tourism Regional Commis-
sion for the Middle East from
May 22 to May 24.

The meeting will also see the
organisation of the conference on
‘Investing in Tourism: Opportuni-
ties and Challenges in Sustain-
able Financing’.

The opening ceremony will be
held under the patronage of H H
Sayyid Taimur bin Asaad al Said,
Chairman of the Board of Gover-
nors of the Central Bank of
Oman. Hosting of the meeting by
Oman is of great importance, ac-
cording to MHT, for highlighting
the tourism sector and its cultural
components, as well as strength-
ening relations with its counter-
parts in the region.

The conference, accompany-
ing the meeting, represents an
opportunity to discuss the chal-
lenges and opportunities related
to financing in the tourism sector
in a sustainable manner. 

According to UN Tourism, in
2023, the Middle East was only
region to surpass the pre-pan-
demic levels with arrivals 122%

above 2019 levels, reaching
87.1mn international tourists.

With the strong forecast
growth in global tourism to 2030,
significant investment will be re-
quired to provide the accommo-
dation, transport and other
tourism related services and in-
frastructure necessary to meet
expected demand, while enhanc-
ing economic, social and environ-
mental outcomes. 

‘This will require an integrated
approach across many sectors
(e.g. transport, environment,
agriculture, innovation, educa-
tion, tourism) and levels of gov-
ernment (national, regional,
local), with input and support
from industry. Investment will
also be critical in managing this
growing tourist flows in a sus-
tainable manner.’

UN Tourism regional meet
in Muscat on Wednesday

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Helped by a robust growth in
non-oil exports, Oman recorded
a trade surplus of RO1.693bn for
the first two months of 2024, 
up 22.9% from RO1.378bn
recorded during the same period
in 2023, according to prelimi-
nary statistics from the National
Center for Statistics and Infor-
mation (NCSI).

Total merchandise exports
grew by 19.5% to RO4.414bn
during the January-February pe-
riod of this year compared to
RO3.695bn during the same pe-
riod a year ago. 

The value of registered mer-
chandise imports reached
RO2.721bn, marking a 17.4% in-
crease compared to RO2.317bn
in the previous year.

The rise in export value is pri-

marily attributed to an increase in
oil and gas exports, which totaled
RO2.566bn, a 7.2% rise from
RO2.394bn at the end of Febru-
ary 2023. 

Within this category, crude oil
exports increased by 21.5% to
RO1.905bn. Conversely, refined
oil exports decreased by 19% to
RO210mn, and liquefied natural
gas exports dropped by 20.5% to
RO451mn.

Non-oil merchandise exports
saw a 49.1% increase, reaching
RO1.601bn by the end of Febru-
ary 2024, compared to
RO1.074bn in the same period of
2023. Mineral products led this
category with a value of
RO839mn, up 142.7% from the
previous year. Ordinary metal
products followed at RO232mn,
a 16.3% increase, while chemical
industry products decreased by
12.1% to RO167mn.

The value of plastic and rubber
products exports rose by 9.5% to
RO153mn. Exports of live animals
and animal products increased by
2.8% to RO58mn, and other
products also amounted to
RO153mn.

On the other hand, re-exports
from Oman rose by 8.9% to
RO247mn by the end of February
2024. Re-exports of machinery,
appliances, and electrical equip-
ment increased by 13.4% to
RO62mn, whereas transporta-
tion equipment re-exports fell by
1.3% to RO60mn. 

Food, beverages, and liquids
industry product re-exports de-
creased by 3.7% to RO24mn,
while re-exports of live animals
and animal products increased by
9.1% to RO23mn. Re-exports of
mineral products rose by 12.6%
to RO18mn, and other products
amounted to RO61mn.

Trade surplus widens 23% 
to RO1.7bn in February

In 2023, the Middle
East was only region
to surpass the 
pre-pandemic levels
with arrivals 122%
above 2019 levels

ARAB LEAGUE SUMMIT
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Sultanate’s CBSE
toppers credit
school, self-study
Muscat - To excel in the Central
Board of Secondary Education
(CBSE) board examinations, stu-
dents often tend to turn to exter-
nal tuitions and coaching,
however this myth has been bro-
ken by this year’s toppers in the
Indian schools in Oman. 

The recently announced CBSE
board exam results have brought
forth stories of triumph and ded-
ication. Among these achievers,
Devika Balakrishnan from Indian
School Al Ghubra (ISG), Yadu
Krishna Balakrishnan from Indian
School Darsait (ISD) and Gunjan
Karwani from Indian School Al
Wadi Al Kabir (ISWK) shared
their aspirations and the paths
they have taken to achieve this
success with Muscat Daily. 

Interestingly, none of these
toppers sought external coach-
ing or assistance, relying solely
on school resources and self-
study. This highlights the effec-
tiveness of the educational
infrastructure provided by their
respective institutions. 

They credit their enthusiastic
teachers, self-made notes, Inter-
net resources and their wonder-
ful classroom experience for
their results.

Devika, with an outstanding
score of 96.6%, shares her jour-
ney and future plans. “Since mid-
dle school, my passion has been
in fashion design,” she said. With
supportive parents, who have
creative influences on her life,
and a clear vision, she is set to at-
tend university and pursue fash-
ion in London.

On the other hand, Yadu Kr-
ishna, who is also Oman’s overall
topper with 99%, remains stead-
fast in his aim to achieve a BTech
degree in India. He remains fo-
cused on his target, having al-
ready passed the JEE Mains
exam and registered for JEE Ad-
vanced. 

Gunjan, with an excellent
98.6%, aspires to delve into ac-

counting and finance. She is con-
sidering Dubai for her higher ed-
ucation but is also keeping her
options open in Oman. 

Devika advocates for finding
balance in life’s pursuits. Im-
mersed in art, music, dance, pho-
tography and poetry, she credits
ISG for providing a platform to
explore her diverse interests. Bal-
ancing academics with extracur-
ricular engagement, Gunjan talks
about the power of applying the-
oretical knowledge to real-world
scenarios. Other than being the
president of the Business and En-
trepreneurship Club at ISWK, she
is also involved in charity pro-
grammes, balancing her aca-
demic pursuits and contributing
to the community. Gunjan credits
the encouragement of her aca-
demic achievements, emphasis-
ing the role of her family and
educational support system in
nurturing success.

While he prioritises aca-
demics over extracurricular activ-
ities, Yadu Krishna acknowledges
their importance in holistic devel-
opment and recognises the value
they add to an individual’s
growth. 

Their study routines vary, re-
flecting their individual ap-
proaches to learning. Yadu
Krishna highlights consistency as
his key strategy. 

Their stories of self-reliance
and support from family and
teachers serves as an inspiration
for students who will write their
board examinations in the future.
Contributed by Sneha Lijoys

Our Correspondent 
Muscat

The Environment Authority (EA)
has launched a photography
campaign for the preservation of
Oman’s avian diversity.

Titled ‘Feathered birds
through the lens of nature
lovers’, the campaign seeks to
encourage people to come for-
ward to capture the country’s di-
verse wildlife and stunning
natural landscapes with a special
focus on birds.

“This initiative specifically fo-
cuses on showcasing the avian
diversity found in the wilayat of
Sohar in North Batinah,” an EA
official told Muscat Daily.

“The authority is extending an

invitation to environmental en-
thusiasts and leaders passionate
about wildlife to participate in
this inaugural initiative. It targets
individuals and institutions dedi-
cated to the conservation and
appreciation of wildlife and bio-
diversity across the sultanate,”
he elaborated.

Speaking at length, the EA of-
ficial said that the objective of the
initiative is to foster greater envi-
ronmental consciousness, par-
ticularly regarding the birdlife in
North Batinah, while providing
support to key stakeholders in
the environmental sector. 

Participants can expect a
range of benefits, including spe-
cialised training sessions by
renowned wildlife photogra-

phers, the opportunity to join an
exclusive environmental camp to
be organised by the authority,
and the issuance of experience
certificates upon completion of
the initiative.

EA has outlined specific eligi-
bility criteria for prospective par-
ticipants. A participant must be
a citizen aged 18 years or above,
possessing a camera, and con-
senting to EA’s ownership of any
photos contributed during the
initiative. “Through this pro-
gramme, Oman is taking proac-
tive steps to preserve its natural
heritage and inspire a new gen-
eration of environmental stew-
ards dedicated to safeguarding
its rich biodiversity.”

Emphasising the vital role of

environmental diversity in pre-
serving the habitats of these
birds, the authority said that the
availability of lakes, creeks, sandy
beaches, agricultural land and
tidal mudflats in North Batinah
governorate offers optimal envi-
ronments for various bird
species. Notable bird species,
which can be seen round the
year in North Batinah are gray
egret, rock heron, red-cheeked
plover, sooty gull, swift tern and
common mynah.

The winter visitors include lit-
tle egret, great egret, little sand
plover, little crested tern, red leg
sandpiper and water curlew. The
summer season attract species
like pink tern, common tern and
white-cheeked tern.

EA invites photography enthusiasts
to help in conservation of avian life

Gunjan Karwani

Devika Balakrishnan

Yadu Krishna Balakrishnan



Our Correspondent
Muscat 

The largest dam on Wadi
Adounab in the wilayat of Salalah
is 77% complete, the Ministry of
Agricultural, Fisheries, and Water
Resources (MAFWR) stated.

Ali bin Bakhit Bait Said, Direc-
tor, Water Resources Depart-
ment at the Directorate General
of Agriculture, Fisheries, and
Water Resources in Dhofar gov-
ernorate, said, “The ministry is
continuing its construction work
on the dam, which boasts a stor-
age capacity exceeding 83mn m3

of water.”
“It is the second largest dam

in Oman after Wadi Dayqah in
Muscat governorate,” Said con-
firmed.

The project encompasses the
construction of a dam on the
course of Wadi Adounab, mea-
suring 386m in length and 70m
in height. 

Additionally, a water drainage
channel is being constructed to
empty the dam lake. Said in-
formed that the dam’s water-
shed covers an area of 217sqkm.

The dam project includes the
construction of a concrete side
spillway spanning 80m and the
installation of various monitoring
devices for measuring ground-
water levels and water levels in
the lake, as well as devices to de-
tect leaks in the dam, cadastral
points, and to measure the per-
centage of silt in the lake.

The ministry is trying to im-
plement a flood protection sys-
tem in Salalah by retaining
rainwater originating from the
mountains and flowing towards
Salalah Port, Raysut Industrial
City, and the Salalah Free Zone. 

Upon completion, the protec-
tion system will significantly re-
duce sediment entering Salalah
Port by up to 70%, Said asserted.

SUNDAY, MAY 19, 2024 MUSCAT DAILY      03

NATION

Omani film Ta wins prestigious
award in Algerian film festival
Our Correspondent 
Muscat

Omani short film Ta, directed by
Muhammad al Darushi, has won
the Best Short Film in Animation
award at The Digital Gate Inter-
national Film Festival in Algeria. 

This is the second accolade
for the film, which also received
recognition in Oman last year.

Created during the COVID-19
pandemic, the two-minute silent
film addresses child safety and
kidnapping. It was shot in Am-
erat and Muttrah and features
five characters navigating com-
plex situations.

Reflecting on the film’s cre-
ation, Darushi said, “It took long
because I was not used to ani-

mation and have been involved
in making documentaries. It has
been a unique project as I shot

and did hand painting, and finally,
in After Effects, did animation.
That is the reason why we took a

long time. I wanted to make
something different.”

The film employs a blend of
traditional and digital animation
techniques using Adobe Pre-
miere, After Effects, Vegas, and
Moho. Darushi sought to push
storytelling boundaries, creating
a narrative that resonates deeply
with audiences.

“The recognition garnered by
Ta at the Algeria film festival is a
testament to the burgeoning tal-
ent and creativity within Oman’s
film industry,” Darushi said. 

“The film stands as a shining
example of the power of story-
telling to provoke thought, evoke
emotion, and spark meaningful
dialogue on issues of social rele-
vance.”

Musandam plans agricultural city,
flood-protection infrastructure
Our Correspondent
Muscat

An agricultural city is set to be
established in Musandam gov-
ernorate as part of ongoing ef-
forts to develop the region and
bolster the nation’s food self-
sufficiency. 

The announcement came
during a recent municipal council
meeting convened by the wali of
Madha’s office, under the pa-
tronage of Sayyid Ibrahim Said al
Busaidi, Governor of Musandam.

During the meeting, various
developmental and service pro-
jects across the governorate
were discussed. Among the top-
ics addressed were the estab-
lishment of an agricultural city,
the construction of a breakwater
in the wilayat of Dibba, address-
ing illegal possessions in the
wilayat of Khasab, and the need
for a protection wall in the
wilayat of Madha to mitigate
risks from flooded wadis.

Breakwater is an artificial off-
shore structure to protect a har-
bour, anchorage, or marina basin
from water waves. It intercepts
longshore currents and prevents
beach erosion.

Additionally, the council delib-
erated on a request from Nama
Electricity Distribution for land
allocation to build a major trans-
former station for distribution in

the wilayat of Khasab.
Furthermore, the meeting

took an overall view of the as-
sessment of sites and plans sus-
ceptible to flood risks in the light
of extreme weather events and
climate change in the region.

Recently, the governorate has
announced several development
plans, which include 14 tenders
floated by the Municipality of
Musandam for upgradation of
amenities in various villages
within it. 

Those villages include Al
Balad al Bahriyya in Khasab, be-
sides Al Shariya al Hilweh, Al
Aqaba al Bahria, Das al Bahria,
Sanat al Bahria and Adas in
Dibba. 

The civic body also called for
tenders for the development of
villages in Khasab including
Qana, Maqlab, Mansal, Nazifi al
Bahriyya, Ghab, Qubbat al
Bahriyya, Ghazm al Bahriyya,
Shabus al Bahriyya and Saibi al
Bahriyya. 

A tender was also floated for
a 1.7km Madha dual street pro-
ject. 

According to an official, these
initiatives are aimed at position-
ing Musandam governorate as a
tourist destination, so as to make
it more equipped to contribute to
the nation’s income in a bigger
way, and create employment op-
portunities for the local resi-
dents.

Our Correspondent
Muscat

ITHCA Group, in collaboration
with the Oman Investment Au-
thority and the Central Bank of
Oman (CBO), has introduced the
Scale Award for emerging tech-
nology firms as part of the 33rd
COMEX Global Technology
Show, scheduled from May 27 to
30.

The purpose of this award is
to bolster investment opportuni-
ties for emerging companies,
both locally and internationally,
aligning with the vision of the or-
ganising bodies. 

Its objectives include connect-

ing winning companies with the
relevant authorities, fostering in-
vestment dialogues between
them, and translating innovative
solutions into actionable initia-
tives that advance the compa-
nies’ operations.

Tahir bin Salim al Amri, exec-

utive president of the CBO, elu-
cidated that the award is poised
to positively influence the bank-
ing sector by exploring technical
solutions to financial challenges. 

He expressed optimism re-
garding the award’s ability to ful-
fil its objectives and generate

technical ideas that enrich the
banking sector’s functionality.

Said bin Abdullah al Mandhari,
CEO of ITHCA Group, affirmed
that the Scale Award is designed
to address a range of challenges
encountered by companies under
the Omani Investment Authority
across diverse sectors. He em-
phasised that the award targets
technology-driven startups par-
ticipating in the COMEX exhibi-
tion or those associated with
relevant startup ventures. 

Following an initial evaluation
stage, finalists will be selected for
further filtration based on com-
petence and the quality of pro-
posed solutions to the challenges.

New Scale Award announced to address
tech industry challenges, drive innovation

Second largest dam project
in Oman 77% complete

It has been a
unique project as
I shot and did
hand painting,
and finally, in
After Effects, did
animation
MUHAMMAD AL DARUSHI



T
he primary objective of people
with disabilities is to attain inclu-
sion. Therefore, my extensive re-
search spanning decades on
understanding the relationship be-

tween Omanis and social media has consis-
tently emphasised the pivotal role that social
media plays in the lives of Omanis with dis-
abilities, who are integral members of the
broader Omani society.

However, academic discussions on inclu-
sion predominantly center around the various
ways in which the public and society at large
incorporate individuals with disabilities into
community activities. Given my commitment
to highlighting the agency of individuals with
disabilities, I chose to approach the connection
between social media and Omanis with dis-
abilities through a different lens.

Specifically, I aim to showcase how Omanis
with disabilities foster inclusion for themselves,
raise awareness about their capabilities, and
actively participate in the broader community,
particularly through platforms like X, formerly
Twitter. In essence, my research underscores
how Omanis with disabilities participate in
civic engagement, akin to other members of
the Omani public.

This study, which is part of my Sultan Qa-
boos University funded project focusing on the
role of social media in promoting civic engage-
ment in Oman, is significant in light of Twitter's
evolution under the leadership of Elon Musk
into a platform that offers diverse and lucrative
opportunities for all individuals, including those
with disabilities. Crucially, my research aims to
demonstrate the various ways in which we can

learn from individuals with disabilities about
leveraging social media to advance our own
careers and personal development.

But first a word on academic research on
the topic: Existing research on social media and
disability presents four divergent perspectives.
The first asserts that social media provides
benefits for people with disabilities. The sec-
ond argues that social media poses challenges
for this demographic. The third suggests that
the technology itself may be exclusionary, as
evidenced by the historical difficulty faced by
individuals with visual impairments in access-
ing visual content on platforms like X and In-
stagram. The final perspective rightly contends
that social media reflects the same biases and
exclusionary practices present in offline set-
tings.

For example, if women in a particular soci-
ety, such as Arab women, are less inclined to
participate in civic engagement, they are also
less likely to engage on platforms like X. How-
ever, this argument falls short among Omanis
with disabilities, as the two most prominent
and active social media influencers with dis-
abilities in Oman are a male and a female:

Akram al Mawali and Sheikha al Jassasi. This
serves as a testament to the unique experi-
ences of Omanis with disabilities. Additionally,
research indicates that if a society as a whole
is not inclusive, the same exclusionary tenden-
cies will be mirrored online towards individuals
with disabilities.

Further research has shown that many indi-
viduals with disabilities utilise social media for
various purposes, including connecting with
others who share similar disabilities, updating
friends and family about their health status, ad-
vocating for themselves and others with dis-
abilities, sharing personal experiences and
establishing businesses on platforms like
YouTube, Instagram, and TikTok. They further
use social media to protest against policies that
affect their quality of life and voice their desired
societal changes to achieve full inclusion. 

Most importantly, research indicates that
social media also serves as a tool to dismantle
barriers, allowing individuals with varying de-
grees of limitations to assert their presence
both online and in society, challenge stereo-
types surrounding disability, and create and
seize opportunities for themselves and others.

In summary, the evolution of communica-
tion tools, particularly social media, has played
a crucial role in bridging the gap between indi-
viduals with disabilities and those without. So-
cial media has been a lifeline for many, as the
internet circumvents barriers such as inacces-
sible transportation. This was particularly evi-
dent during the Covid-19 pandemic, when
many activities transitioned online, providing
individuals with disabilities ample opportuni-
ties for engagement without the logistical chal-
lenges of daily life.

However, research has also highlighted the
potential negative impact of social media on
the mental health of people with disabilities, as
posts often contain negativity or create unre-
alistic expectations. Moreover, there is a pre-
vailing expectation for individuals with
disabilities to present a flawless image online,
as they are often seen as representatives of the
entire disability community, leaving no room
for error or vulnerability and adding to the ex-
isting burdens associated with disability.

The findings of my research on the relation-
ship between Omanis with disabilities and so-
cial media suggest that these individuals use

social media for similar purposes as their global
counterparts, albeit with additional nuances in-
fluenced by the Omani culture and their eso-
teric disability experience.

For instance, Omanis with disabilities use X
to connect with others – both with and without
disabilities, and to showcase their personal in-
terests and hobbies. Sheikha al Jassasi, one of
two most prominent Omani social media influ-
encers with a disability, exemplifies this ap-
proach through her engaging posts about her
life and travels, which demonstrate that her
identity transcends her disability. Conse-
quently, she has garnered widespread recog-
nition, including opportunities to speak at Ted
Arabia events.

Omanis with disabilities also use X to inte-
grate themselves into the broader Omani com-
munity, such as by sharing Eid photos on the
popular Omani hashtag
#Omani_Snapshot_in_Eid. Additionally, they
utilise the platform to disseminate information
about events, raise awareness about disability,
share personal news and general knowledge,
empower themselves and others by sharing in-
ternational experiences, and advocate for their
rights and the necessary changes by directly
engaging with relevant authorities.

In my personal journey of researching the
actions of Omanis with disabilities on X, I have
not only gained insightful knowledge about dis-
ability but also learned valuable lessons on be-
coming a social influencer. Omanis with
disabilities have mastered the art of social
media, proving through their actions that dis-
ability is but a social nuance rather than a med-
ical hindrance.
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Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Muscat Stock Exchange
(MSX) on Thursday witnessed
the launch of a new fund dedi-
cated to enhancing market depth
and boosting liquidity on the
Omani bourse.

The Tanmia Liquidity Fund,
valued at $126mn, has been
launched by Oman National In-
vestment Development Com-
pany (Tanmia), a leading
investment and fund manage-
ment company, in partnership
with SICO, a Bahrain-based re-
gional investment bank. Tanmia
will act as the investment man-
ager for the fund in collaboration
with SICO.

The timing of the fund's
launch aligns strategically with
the ongoing reforms within the
Omani capital market, coinciding
with announcements of new ini-
tial public offerings (IPOs), regu-
lations pertaining to market
making, and intensified market-
ing endeavors by MSX through
roadshows and other promo-
tional activities.

In recent months, the Muscat
Stock Exchange has undergone a
series of initiatives geared to-

wards bolstering the local capital
market, and there has been a no-
table reform in certain capital
market regulations, particularly
concerning the dividends tax.

In a statement, Khalid bin
Awadh al Balushi, CEO of Tan-
mia, emphasised that this project
marks a milestone in Tanmia's
long journey with its strategic
partners to launch the Tanmia
Liquidity Fund, which will expand
the investor base and enhance
liquidity in local financial mar-
kets.

He expressed gratitude to the
Financial Services Authority, the
Muscat Stock Exchange, the Na-

tional Program for Financial Sus-
tainability, and Muscat Clearing
and Depository Company for
their adequate support in realis-
ing the vision of establishing the
new fund.

Balushi added, "This fund is an
extension of the company's jour-
ney since its establishment in
1998 in launching various invest-
ment initiatives and products
that achieve investment returns
and enhance the national econ-
omy. We at Tanmia always seek
to promote sustainable invest-
ments and maximise value for
shareholders in collaboration
with various financial institutions

and regulatory authorities to
achieve Oman's Vision 2040, in
line with the noble directives of
His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin
Tarik.”

SICO’s Group CEO, Najla al
Shirawi, said, "The launch of the
Tanmia Liquidity Fund under-
scores the joint efforts of SICO
and our partners in Oman,
backed by the regulatory author-
ities in the sultanate. We are
grateful to our partners for their
confidence in our abilities and
dedication to improving the liq-
uidity for shares of listed compa-
nies.”

Shirawi noted that highly liq-

uid financial markets are essen-
tial in providing tangible advan-
tages to the national economy.
“A robust and dynamic capital
market can significantly increase
economic growth and promote a
more diversified economy.”

The partnership between
SICO and Tanmia aims to emu-
late the prosperous model of the
Bahrain Liquidity Fund, SICO's
fund on the Bahrain Bourse.
Since its inception, this fund has
nearly tripled the market's over-
all liquidity. Consequently, the
index has achieved impressive
returns, while listed companies
have enjoyed enhanced valua-
tions.

SICO is a leading regional
asset manager, broker, and in-
vestment bank with $6.2bn in
assets under management
(AUM). SICO operates under a
wholesale banking license from
the Central Bank of Bahrain and
also oversees three wholly-
owned subsidiaries: an Abu
Dhabi-based brokerage firm,
SICO Invest, a specialised re-
gional custody house, SICO Fund
Services Company, and a full-
fledged capital markets services
firm, SICO Capital, based in
Saudi Arabia.

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Immensa, the largest digital
manufacturer in the Middle East
and North Africa region, has an-
nounced a strategic alliance with
Intaj Suhar for Advanced Manu-
facturing (ISAM) in Oman. The
companies have signed a mem-
orandum of understanding
(MoU) to boost in-country man-
ufacturing in the sultanate.

In line with Immensa’s busi-
ness model – building digital
warehouses servicing the energy
sector to enable spare parts on
demand – the MoU will lead to
collaboration to localise the
manufacturing process in Oman.

Immensa’s strength in digital
inventory solutions and additive
manufacturing, coupled with
Intaj Suhar’s local capabilities,
will create a complete solution
for Omani companies to procure
locally produced parts.

The announcement comple-
ments Oman’s key strategies of
the Ministry of Energy and Min-
erals’ ‘In-Country Value’ and
‘Manufacturing for Wellbeing’
Strategy 2040. Strengthening
the supply chain via the local
sourcing of goods and parts, the
MoU directly aligns with Oman’s
aims of a sustainable and com-
petitive local market.

Oman is an important mile-
stone in Immensa’s organic
growth plans. The strategic part-
nership with ISAM will further
catalyse the company’s growing
regional expansion.

In a press statement, Sary
Diab, Chief Operating Officer of
Immensa, said, “We are de-
lighted to sign this MoU with an
esteemed manufacturer such as
ISAM and extend our solutions in
Oman. It is an attractive market
for Immensa and in line with our
organic regional growth strategy.
We also look forward to

strengthening Oman's manufac-
turing sector and accelerating its
adoption of cutting-edge tech-
nologies – in line with the coun-
try’s Manufacturing for
Wellbeing and In-Country Value
strategies.”

Majid al Hinai, General Man-
ager of Intaj Suhar, said, “ISAM is
excited to enter this collabora-
tion with Immensa, which will
greatly enrich ISAM's additive
manufacturing capabilities. The
partnership with Immensa aligns
perfectly with ISAM's growth
strategy and presents a tremen-
dous opportunity to expand our
solutions in the attractive market
of Oman.”

“This collaboration also aligns
with ISAM's commitment to
strengthen Oman's manufactur-
ing sector and contribute to the
country's Manufacturing and In-
Country Value strategies. This
partnership will drive innovation,
foster growth, and make signifi-
cant contributions to the manu-
facturing industry in Oman and
beyond, positively impacting
local and regional economies,”
he added.

Muscat – Adrak Developers on
Saturday announced a significant
partnership with the Ministry of
Housing & Urban Planning for
the development of Neighbor-
hood 12 D (NH 12 D) within Sul-
tan Haitham City.

The signing of the develop-
ment agreement took place at
the Oman Design & Build Exhibi-
tion 2024 held at the Oman
Convention & Exhibition Centre.

The project signifies a com-
mitment to redefining luxury liv-
ing in Muscat. NH 12 D will
encompass over 300 high-end
residential units spread across a

land area of 56,166 sqm. With an
estimated investment value of
RO38.7mn, the development
promises to be a landmark addi-
tion to Sultan Haitham City.

The signing ceremony was
held under the distinguished pa-
tronage of H E Dr Khalfan bin
Said al Shueili, Minister of Hous-
ing and Urban Planning, along-
side other esteemed dignitaries.

Highlighting Adrak's vision for
the project, Dr Thomas Alexan-
der, Chairman of Al Adrak Group
of Companies, said, "We at
Adrak are honored to partner
with the Ministry of Housing &

Urban Planning on this transfor-
mative project. Neighborhood 12
D embodies our vision for creat-

ing luxurious living spaces that
elevate Muscat's residential
landscape. We are confident this
development will be a corner-
stone of Sultan Haitham City and
a testament to Oman's commit-
ment to innovation and
progress.”

H E Shueili emphasised the
project's alignment with the min-
istry's vision. He said, "The min-
istry is delighted to collaborate
with Adrak Developers on
Neighborhood 12 D. This project
aligns perfectly with our vision
for Sultan Haitham City, foster-
ing a vibrant community and of-

fering residents a world-class liv-
ing experience. We are confident
this development will contribute
significantly to Muscat's growth
and prosperity."

Ryan Maxwell, Business De-
velopment Manager at Adrak
Developers, said, "We are
thrilled to be a part of this excit-
ing development. Neighborhood
12 D represents a unique oppor-
tunity to redefine luxury living in
Muscat. It is a privilege to work
alongside such esteemed part-
ners, and we are confident this
project will be a resounding suc-
cess."

Intaj Suhar, Immensa
join hands to boost
manufacturing 
sector in Oman

$126mn fund launched to boost
liquidity on Muscat Stock Exchange

Adrak, MHUP sign deal for Haitham City’s NH 12 D

Tanmia Liquidity Fund has been launched by Oman 
National Investment Development Company (Tanmia), 
in partnership with Bahrain-based investment bank SICO

NAJMA AL ZIDJALY

(Najma is concerned about topics on self, national and cultural development. 
She is a researcher and associate professor of social media and Arab Omani 
identity in the Department of English Language and Literature, 
College of Arts & Social Sciences, at Sultan Qaboos University)

The views and opinions expressed in this column are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of Muscat Daily or Apex Press & Publishing

Neighborhood 12 D
will encompass over
300 high-end residen-
tial units. With an 
estimated investment
value of RO38.7mn,
the development
promises to be a 
landmark addition to
Sultan Haitham City

Majid al Hinai

Sary Diab

W E  N E E D  T O  T A L K

Omanis with disabilities and social media
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New Delhi, India – The growth
rate of the world economy is ex-
pected to remain around 2.7% in
2024, and 2.8% in 2025, accord-
ing to the World Economic Situ-
ation and Prospects report
released by the Department of
Economic and Social Affairs of
United Nations. 

The report added that global
economic prospects have im-
proved since January, with major
economies avoiding a severe
downturn, bringing down infla-
tion without increasing unem-
ployment. 

The current projections are up
by 0.3 percentage points from
the January forecast for the year
2024 and 0.1 percentage points
for the next year, 2025. 

However, the UN report kept
the world growth outlook in the
cautiously optimistic category.
The world body added that
higher-for-longer interest rates,
debt sustainability challenges,
continuing geopolitical tensions
and ever-worsening climate risks

continue to pose challenges to
growth, threatening decades of
development gains, especially for
least developed countries and
small island developing States.

The upward revisions mainly
reflect a better outlook in the
United States, where the latest
forecast points to 2.3% growth in
2024, and several large emerging
economies, notably Brazil, India
and the Russian Federation.

The United Nations has re-
vised upwards India’s growth
forecast for 2024 by 70 basis
points to 6.9%, from 6.2% esti-
mated in January this year, driven
by robust public investment and
resilient private consumption.

For 2025, however, the UN
has kept its India growth forecast
unchanged at 6.6%. On the con-
sumer inflation front, the report
said that inflation in India is pro-
jected to decelerate from 5.6% in
2023 to 4.5% in 2024, staying
within the central bank’s 2% to
6% medium-term target range.

The outlook for China regis-

ters a small uptick, with growth
now expected to be 4.8% in
2024, the report observed. 

On the other hand, it high-
lighted that the economic outlook
for Africa has deteriorated since
the last release, with expected
growth lowered by 0.2 percent-
age points for 2024, threatening
adverse impacts for many of the
world's poor.

On average, global growth in
the coming years is expected to
remain below the average of
3.2% during 2010-2019. 

Going ahead, the report added
that the softening international
commodity prices and tight mon-
etary stances adopted by most
central banks have set the global
economy on a disinflationary
path, several developing
economies continue to grapple
with stubbornly high inflation.

Many developing economies
also face challenges such as ele-
vated borrowing costs, persistent
exchange rate pressures, and lin-
gering political instability. 

The stagnant employment sit-
uation in developing economies
contrasts with that of developed
economies, particularly in North
America, Europe and Japan,
where unemployment rates re-
main near record lows.

Furthermore, the near-term
outlook for certain economies is
clouded by the potential intensi-
fication of geopolitical tensions
and multiple conflicts across the
world. 

In the wake of the growing use
of minerals in electric vehicles
and semiconductor components,
the report highlighted that the
energy transition can also be an
opportunity for achieving the
Sustainable Development Goals
in many developing countries. 

"Countries endowed with crit-
ical mineral resources will, how-
ever, need smart policies, as well
as effective implementation ca-
pacities to reap the benefits and
avoid a renewed 'resource
curse'," the report underscored.
ANI

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia – The Saudi
Arabian Oil Company (Aramco)
on Friday announced the signing
of three Memoranda of Under-
standing (MoUs) with leading
American companies to advance
the development of potential
lower-carbon energy solutions.

The MoUs were signed in the
presence of Minister of Energy
for the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman al
Saud, and US Secretary of Energy
Jennifer Granholm. The MoUs
signed by Aramco included
agreements with Aeroseal, Spir-
itus, and Rondo.

Following a successful trial of
Aeroseal’s technology in Saudi
Arabia, Aramco and Aeroseal
agreed to explore opportunities
to accelerate the deployment of
Aeroseal’s technology in the
company’s building fleet and
elsewhere.

With Spiritus, Aramco
agreed to explore opportunities
in the field of direct air capture.
Spiritus’ novel approach to di-
rect air capture could address
the major cost challenges of
current direct air capture ap-
proaches and includes reducing
energy needs, passive air collec-
tion, and a proprietary sorbent
material to potentially remove
carbon from the atmosphere at
up to a tenfold increase in ad-
sorption efficiency compared to
existing methods.

Aramco and Rondo agreed to
explore deployment of heat bat-
teries in Aramco’s global facili-
ties to reduce operating costs
and support emissions reduction
initiatives. The companies have
started engineering studies for a
first industrial scale deployment
of Rondo Heat Batteries that
could contribute to reduction of
emissions from Aramco facili-
ties, with subsequent scale up to
1GWh.

Ali al-Meshari, Senior Vice
President of Technology, Over-
sight and Coordination, Aramco,
said, “Aramco has stated its am-
bition to achieve net zero Scope

1 and Scope 2 greenhouse gas
emissions across its wholly-
owned operated assets by 2050,
and sees opportunities to poten-
tially build a lower-carbon new
energy business. Innovative
technologies deployed at scale
can help reduce the costs of re-
ducing carbon emissions, and we
are investing in developing these
through our R&D, venture capi-
tal, and technology deployment
programs. We see the technolo-
gies of Aeroseal, Spiritus’, and
Rondo to have the potential to
scale globally, and specifically in
the Middle East.”
WAM

Tsvetana Paraskova 

A resilient global economy early
this year has additional upside
potential in the second half with
the possible easing of monetary
policies, the Organization for
Petroleum Exporting Countries
(OPEC) said, keeping its 2024
and 2025 outlook of robust oil
demand unchanged from last
month.

In its closely-watched
Monthly Oil Market Report
(MOMR) released on Tuesday,
OPEC maintained its forecast
from the April report, which sees
global oil demand rising by
2.25mn barrels per day (bpd)
this year and by another 1.85mn
bpd next year. 

OPEC estimates that global oil
demand rose by 2.4mn bpd in
the first quarter of 2024. For the

full year, total world oil demand
is anticipated to reach 104.5mn
bpd, driven by “strong air travel
demand and healthy road mobil-
ity, including trucking, as well as
industrial, construction, and agri-
cultural activities in non-OECD
countries.”

Petrochemical capacity ex-
pansions in China and the Middle
East are also set to boost demand
growth this year, according to the
cartel. “The global economy
showed resilience in 1Q24, with
key economies demonstrating
stable growth that, in certain in-
stances, surpassed initial projec-
tions,” OPEC said.

The organisation kept its
world economic growth fore-
casts for 2024 and 2025 at 2.8%
and 2.9%, respectively, but
slightly raised its estimates of the
U.S. economy this year and next.

OPEC now expects the US econ-
omy to grow by 2.2% this year,
up from 2.1% in last month’s re-
port, and by 1.9% next year, up
by 0.2 percentage points com-
pared to the April assessment. 

Regarding the world econ-
omy, OPEC said “Despite certain
downside risks, the continued
momentum observed since the
start of the year could create ad-
ditional upside potential for
global economic growth in 2024
and beyond.”

An expected shift towards
more accommodative monetary
policies by major central banks in
the second half of the year, and a
more robust growth trajectory in
Asia, notably India and China,
may also contribute to the accel-
eration of global economic
growth, OPEC noted.
(Source: Oilprice.com)

OPEC remains optimistic
on oil demand growth

World economy to grow 2.7% in 2024: UN

Aramco signs deals with US companies
for lower-carbon energy solutions

Guy Taylor

Russia has found huge oil and
gas reserves in British Antarctic
territory, potentially leading to
drilling in the protected region.

The reserves uncovered con-
tain around 511bn barrels worth
of oil, equating to around 10
times the North Sea’s output
over the last 50 years.

The discovery, per Russian re-
search ships, was revealed in ev-
idence submitted to the
Commons Environment Audit
Committee last week. The com-
mittee was assessing questions
regarding oil and gas research on
ships owned by the Kremlin’s
Rosgeo, the largest geological
exploration company in Russia.

Antarctica is currently pro-
tected by the 1959 Antarctic
Treaty, which prohibits all oil de-
velopments in the area.

It was set up to ensure the re-
gion was used “exclusively for

peaceful purposes” and would
“not become the scene or object
of international discord.”

The committee heard from
minister David Rutley, who as-
sured MPs Russia was conduct-
ing scientific research in the

region. “Russia has recently reaf-
firmed its commitment to the key
elements of the treaty,” he said.

But Klaus Dodds, a professor
of geopolitics at Royal Holloway
University, argued the Antarctic
policy environment was “ar-

guably at its most challenging
since the late 1980s and early
1990s.”

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
has created “widespread con-
cern that a worsening relation-
ship with the country will spark

strategic competition and make
it even more explicit in Antarc-
tica.”

He believes Russian activity in
the region equated to hunting for
oil and gas as opposed to scien-
tific research.

“Russia’s activities need to be
understood as a decision to un-
dermine the norms associated
with seismic survey research,
and ultimately a precursor for
forthcoming resource extrac-
tion,” Dodds said in comments
reported by the Telegraph.

The Antarctic Treaty is the
largest of Britain’s 14 overseas
territories but it has faced com-
petition claims from Argentina
and Chile in the past.

The Foreign, Commonwealth
and Development Office said:
“Russia has repeatedly assured
the Antarctic Treaty Consulta-
tive Meeting that these activities
are for scientific purposes.”
(Source: City A.M.)

Brussels, Belgium – The gross do-
mestic product (GDP) in the Eu-
rozone increased 0.3%
quarter-on-quarter this January-
March quarter, shifting from a
0.1% contraction in the previous
two quarters, according to a flash
estimate on Wednesday.

This is the strongest quarterly
GDP growth since the third quar-
ter of 2022, Eurostat data
showed. The GDP in the full EU
also rose 0.3% from the previous
three month period in the first
quarter, after being stagnated in
the previous two quarters.

Germany, Europe's largest
economy, saw a 0.2% growth in
the first quarter of 2024 after
contracting by 0.5% in the final
quarter of 2023.

On an annual basis, the GDP
increased 0.4% in both the euro
area and the EU in three months
to March.

The eurozone/euro area, rep-
resents 19 member states that
use the bloc's single currency, the
euro, while the EU includes all of
its 27 member countries.

Eurozone's industrial produc-
tion growth lost momentum
compared to a month ago in
March, according to data re-
leased on Wednesday.

Industrial output in the euro
area rose 0.6% from a month ago
in March, easing from February's
upwardly revised 1% hike, Euro-
stat data showed.

Production climbed by 1% for
capital goods while it fell by 2.7%
for non-durable consumer goods,
1.1% for durable goods, 0.9% for
energy, and 0.5% for intermedi-
ate goods.

In the EU, industrial production
grew 0.2% in March after a 0.9%
monthly increase in February.
Anadolu Agency

Russia finds huge oil reserves in British Antarctic Eurozone GDP expands
0.3% in first quarter

The United Nations said that higher-for-longer interest
rates, debt sustainability challenges, continuing 
geopolitical tensions and ever-worsening climate risks
continue to pose challenges to global growth

Innovative 
technologies 
deployed at scale can
help reduce costs of
reducing carbon
emissions, and we 
are investing in 
developing these
through our R&D,
venture capital, and
technology deploy-
ment programmes
ALI AL MESHARI
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Lulu Oman concluded its Ra-
madan Shop and Win promotion
by handing over RO100,000
worth cash prizes to the winners
of the campaign. 

The Shop and Win promotion,
which was held from February 15
to April 20 at all Lulu stores in
Oman, gave customers a chance
to win RO100,000 worth cash
prizes during the entire promo-
tional period. 

Customers who made pur-
chases of at least RO10 at any
Lulu Hypermarket in Oman dur-
ing the promotional period were
eligible to enter e-raffle draws.
The cash prize included a grand
prize of RO10,000 and weekly
cash prizes of RO5,000, RO750,
RO500, RO200 and RO100.
There were eight draws to select
a total of 281 lucky winners
throughout the period. 

Sirajudheen was announced
as the lucky winner of the Grand
Prize of RO10,000. Buthina Mo-
hammed, Eman al Yaqoobi, Mo-
hammed Paramban, Ahmed
Abou Ghodaia, Mohammed
Shah Alam, Saalim Said, Gafoor
Vengali, and Hussain Aziz were
the eight winners of the weekly
cash prize of RO5000 each.
Other weekly cash prizes of
RO750, RO500, RO200 and
RO100 were won by Lulu cus-

tomers from all over Oman. 
Ananth A V, Director of Lulu

Hypermarkets Oman & India,
stated, “I would like to congratu-
late our lucky Grand Prize winner
and all other winners of this
year’s Shop and Win promotion. 

“As part of Ramadan and Eid,

Lulu had offered a range of excit-
ing deals and discounts to cele-
brate the festive occasion. From
discounted prices on groceries to
special deals on clothing and
household items, there were
amazing deals and a variety of
offers to help shoppers make the

most of their holiday season.”
Congratulating the winners,

Shabeer K A, Regional Director -
Lulu Hypermarkets, Oman,
stated, “We are overwhelmed by
the response and the positive
feedback generated by this cam-
paign. This initiative was an op-

portunity for us to highlight our
commitment towards our con-
sumers, meet their everyday
needs, as well as provide them
with high-quality products at
competitive prices. Through this
promotion, we were able to fur-
ther enrich our customers' shop-

ping experience and help them
win exciting rewards that we
offer during Ramadan and Eid.”

Lulu remains dedicated to
providing exceptional value, top-
notch products, and unparalleled
services consistently. By consol-
idating all possible consumer

needs in one convenient location,
Lulu creates a remarkable shop-
ping experience. The exclusive
promotions, unique deals, and
special offers at Lulu are de-
signed to make a positive impact
on the lives of consumers across
the globe every single day.

Winners of Lulu’s ‘Shop and Win’ get cash

Hormuz Grand Muscat, A Radis-
son Collection Hotel, announced
their recent achievement of win-
ning the reputable award
‘Oman’s Leading Business Hotel
2024’ by the World Travel
Awards at the Arabian Travel
Market exhibition held annually
in Dubai.

This accolade consolidates
Radisson Collection Muscat’s
position as the ideal destination
for modern business travellers.

The recognition emphasises
the hotel’s personalised ap-
proach and experienced event
and banqueting management as
well as eleven customizable
business event spaces, including
two ballrooms that can each host
more than 500 people, as the
key factors for its success.

The awards aim to acknowl-
edge excellence across all key
sectors of the travel, tourism and
hospitality industries, and Hor-
muz Grand Muscat’s victory re-
flects its commitment to
delivering exceptional business
experiences to its guests. 

Reflecting on the hotel’s ac-

complishment, District Director
of Oman and General Manager
of Hormuz Grand Muscat, A
Radisson Collection Hotel, Panos
Panagis, expresses gratitude and
excitement while highlighting
team effort and hard, steady
work as the foundation of suc-
cess. 

He also stresses the impor-
tance of building a trusted hotel
brand through continuously exe-

cuting seamless business events
and focusing on guest satisfac-
tion.

“Being celebrated as ‘Oman’s
Leading Business Hotel 2024’
shows our deeply-rooted dedica-
tion to our guests, our Yes-I-Can
mentality and our pursuit of de-
livering exceptional moments.
This award encourages us to
continue raising the bar in
Oman’s hospitality industry.”

Set where East meets West,
the Hormuz Grand Muscat, A
Radisson Collection Hotel cele-
brates a new kind of luxury, rich
in culture while overlooking the
Muscat Mountains. 

The 5-star luxury hotel is cen-
trally located between Muscat
International Airport, Ministries
and the Oman Convention & Ex-
hibition Centre. 

Two-hundred-and-thirty-one

elegantly appointed rooms and
suites, as well as five restaurants,
lounges and bars and Hormuz
Grand Spa with nine treatment
rooms, an equipped gym and a
pool at the courtyard invite trav-
ellers to relax and unwind. 

Eleven event and board rooms
with a maximum capacity of 600
guests, make it an ideal destina-
tion for business, conference and
leisure travellers.

Joyalukkas, the esteemed jew-
ellery brand, has announced the
forthcoming openings and re-
opening celebrations of five of its
US outlets. 

Led by Joy Alukkas, chairman
of Joyalukkas Group, these
events mark a significant step in
the brand's expansion strategy in
the US market. The inaugura-
tions will feature new store un-
veilings in Dallas and Atlanta,
alongside renovations and re-
opening’s in Houston, Chicago,
and New Jersey.

The festivities will kick off with
the reopening of the renovated
store in Houston on Saturday, fol-
lowed by the inauguration of the
new store in Dallas on May 26.

On June 2, Joyalukkas will
proudly unveil its new store in
Atlanta, followed by the reno-
vated outlets in Chicago on June
9 and New Jersey on June 15.

To commemorate these spe-

cial occasions, Joyalukkas is of-
fering exclusive promotions
across all its US outlets. Cus-
tomers purchasing gold jewellery
worth US$1,000 or more will re-
ceive a complimentary 0.200gm
gold coin, while those purchasing
diamond and polki jewellery
worth US$2,000 or more will be
gifted a free 1 gm gold coin.

These enticing offers are
available only during the inaugu-
ration period and underscore
Joyalukkas’ commitment to-
wards providing exceptional
value to its patrons. John Paul,
Managing Director of Joyalukkas
Group, expressed his enthusi-
asm for the US expansion, stat-
ing, “We are thrilled to roll-out
our new and revamped outlets in
the US. With our exquisite jew-
ellery collections and unparal-
leled customer service, we aim to
cater to the discerning tastes of
our American clientele.”

Hormuz Grand Muscat top business hotel Joyalukkas to open
new US showrooms
in Dallas, Atlanta

Approximately 600 Kannadigas
gathered on May 11 at the CBFS
Hall in Bousher, Muscat for an
enchanting music concert by
Team Geethotsava from Muscat
Kannadigas. 

The lineup featured esteemed
performers including Pancham
Halibandi, Supriya Raghunandan,
Mstr, Ayush Marathe, Ananya
Prasad, Kishan Shetty and
Karthik Gowda.

Led by the esteemed TV Host
Reena Krishnappa, the evening
began with the traditional lamp
lighting ceremony conducted by

Dr Saritha, Dr C K Anchan, Ra-
makrishna, S D T Prasad, Ra-
mananda Shetty, Anupama
Prasad and Sushma Kishan
Shetty infusing the atmosphere
with cultural reverence. 

Sugama Sangeeta, known for
its emphasis on both lyrics and
melody, was eloquently pre-
sented by Supriya Raghunandan
and Pancham Halibandi, stal-
warts in the domain. They show-
cased beloved Kannada literary
compositions, captivating the
audience with their renditions. 

Moreover, the duo took the

opportunity to enlighten the at-
tendees about two significant
ragas - Yaman and Pahadi - leav-
ing the audience yearning for
more. Adding to the cultural ex-
travaganza were three captivat-
ing dance performances
choreographed by Supraja Iyen-
gar, Susheela Sathish and Deli-
cious Dance Academy adding a
dynamic layer to the event. 

Generously sponsored by
Cosmo Medical Centre, Gemini
Energy LLC, Sahara International
LLC, Hitamber Attavar and
Prasad Marathe.

Team Geethotsava from Muscat
Kannadigas holds musical event

Sumangala Bhavikatti conducted
a workshop on ‘Easy-Lifestyle’
with amazing dexterity of a pro-
fessional with utmost sincerity
that the women absorbed every
detail with rapt attention.

A native of Bangalore, Kar-
nataka and now residing at
UTAS (University of Technology
and Applied Sciences) campus,
Ibra, Sumangala is also a mem-
ber of the Karnataka wing, ISC
Oman. 

Her passion for cooking took
her to great levels of achieve-
ments. She has earned many
certifications on cooking and
baking including premixes for
beverages, ice creams, choco-
lates, sweets, curries of various
dishes etc. she is a multitalented
person who has 20+ years of ex-
perience to her credit for taking
cookery courses and teaching
various crafts that include jew-
ellery making as well.

Sumangala conducted the
workshop demonstrating to the
women how to prepare an array
of premixes ranging from break-
fast muesli, waffles, sharbats, va-

riety of ice cream premixes, cur-
ries, idli, sweets like gulab ja-
muns, kesar peda, falooda etc.

True to her professional style
she had displayed her working
counter with all the ready pre-
mixes of different food items
along with ready cakes, with and
without eggs which she prepared
beforehand. 

She conjured up a live demon-
stration of an aromatic and deli-
cious mattar paneer (cottage
cheese with green peas) dish

with the red curry premix she
taught in the workshop which to-
wards the end everyone got to
taste and enjoyed. 

Her tender coconut ice cream
was soft and light. One could re-
ally not differentiate between a
store bought and the one she
taught us. She also prepared
waffles, sharbat etc by making
them live. Her effort, energy and
enthusiasm was well appreci-
ated by all those who attended
the workshop. 

The women were indeed for-
tunate to get an opportunity to
add more value to their culinary
skills. Learning the art of making
premixes helps in creating magic
in our kitchens. It’s especially
handy when we travel and ultra-
useful for kids away from home. 

The event started at 6pm and
ended at 9pm with more than 25
premixes recipes covered in the
workshop. The event concluded
with taste tests of all the amazing
stuff she prepared. The ladies ex-
pressed their appreciation and
delight which was graciously re-
ceived by Sumagala’s humble
demeanor and sweet smile of
contentment. When asked who
her inspiration is, she said that
her husband Praveen is her
source of encouragement, inspi-
ration and backbone. 

The event ended with award-
ing Sumangala a certificate of ap-
preciation. The ladies’
coordinator thanked ISC Oman’s
chairman Babu Rajendran for his
continued encouragement and
support and the staff who made
this event a success.

ISC organises ‘Easy-Lifestyle’ workshop



Indian School Sur (ISS) an-
nounced its list of toppers at the
Central Board of Secondary Ed-
ucation board examination for
Class X which was declared on
May 13. 

Eshant Kumar secured the
first position in the school with
an exceptional score of 97.8%
followed by Karthika Krishnaku-
mar (97.2%0 and Malavika
Sivapriya Ajith Kumar (97%).
Out of the 63 students who ap-
peared for the CBSE Board ex-
amination, 17 students secured

more than 90% marks, 22 stu-
dents scored above 80 % while
the remaining students scored
above 60%.

The subject toppers, along
with their marks and percent-
ages were: English - Arnav Sunil,
Karis Stafrina (98 marks),
Hindi - Insha Kamran, Sudip
Paul, Sivasree Nandhu Binu,
Gurleen, Vyom Bharatkumar
Patel and Zaid Ali Baig Mo-
hammed (95 marks),
Mathematics - Karthika Krish-
nakumar (100 marks),

Science -  Eshant Kumar and
Joel Mathew (99 marks),
Social Science - Karis Stafrina
and Gurleen (98 marks),
Arabic - Eshant Kumar (99
marks), Malayalam - Jisna Jai-
son and Meriya Susan John
(100 marks) 

Jami Srinivasa Rao, president
of the School Management
Committee, along with SMC
members and the principal, Dr S
Srinivasan, have congratulated
all the successful students for
their outstanding achievements.
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ISS Class X toppers announced

THIRD TOPPER

Malavika Ajith Kumar 97% 

CLASS X TOPPERS

SECOND TOPPER

Karthika Krishnakumar 97.2% 

SCHOOL TOPPER

Eshant Kumar 97.8% 

ISWKi Cambridge school team
consisting of six students - Dev
Mallikarjuna, Rahil Maniar,
Shlok Babariya, Manhar Ajmani,
Kaivalya Akarte and Hridayesh
Khetan - in a nail-biting finish,
bagged the first place amongst
all the international schools.

The event was organised by
The Achievers Programme
(TAP), India in collaboration
with Credence High School,
Dubai for students across the
world for the 7th International
Youth Earth Day Conference on
April 22 and 23,  a press release
said.

The theme of this year’s con-
ference was ‘SPACE-Chal-
lenges & Possibilities’. This
platform is launched for stu-
dents to think and innovate as
global citizens of the world. It
will be an opportunity for stu-
dents to research, discuss and
innovate.

BankDhofar has announced the
launch of its Olympic Games
Paris 2024 Campaign, giving Al
Riadah and Al Rifaa customers
the opportunity to win exclusive
packages to attend the Olympic
Games Paris 2024 scheduled
from July 26 to August 11.

The campaign will run till May
31 and a draw will be conducted
to announce two winners who
will attend the Olympic Games
Paris 2024. Packages will include
air tickets along with a compan-
ion, as well as luxurious hotel ac-
commodation, city experience,
and tickets to attend the event, a
press release said.

To qualify for the campaign,
customers need to spend a min-
imum of RO100 per month using
the eligible BankDhofar Visa
Credit Cards. Each RO100 spent
locally gives the customers one
chance.

Bilal Faiz Muhammad al Raiisi,
AGM - Cards and Bancassur-
ance, said, “We seek to be al-
ways closer to our customers by
participating with them in all

events and occasions and pro-
viding premium offers and ex-
ceptional campaigns to meet
their expectations and needs,
giving them a comprehensive
and exceptional banking experi-
ence that suits our Al Riadah and
Al Rifaa customers.

“The exclusive outstanding
offers provided to our customers
around the year reflect our en-
deavors to offer them a com-
bined banking experience
integrated with our cutting-edge,
innovative banking products, ser-
vices and payment solutions.”

BankDhofar credit cardhold-
ers get a chance to participate in
the bank’s campaigns all year
round, in addition to enjoying a
unique lifestyle through the vari-
ous benefits offered by these
cards.

Manish Gautam, Visa’s Coun-
try Manager for Oma, said,
"BankDhofar’s Olympic Games
Paris 2024 promotion is a great
example of how our clients can
leverage Visa's sponsorship to
create exclusive, rewarding.

BankDhofar offers prizes
for Olympic Games 

ISS Class Class XII toppers

SECOND TOPPER

Munish Dilip Dhabarde (91%)

THIRD TOPPER

Puja Rani Ray (90.4%)

SCHOOL TOPPER

Abhinanda R S (94.2%)

SECOND TOPPER

Aswani Anilkumar Sinimol (83%)

THIRD TOPPER

Prianti Barua (81.6%)

SCHOOL TOPPER

Hashim Ashraf (85.4%) 

Akshaya Alagappan and Bhar-
gavi Vaidya topped the Class X
examinations of the CBSE Board
which were declared on May 13.

Akshaya scored 98.8%, fol-
lowed by Bhargavi with 98.6%,
securing the top two positions
among Indian Schools in Oman,
a press release said. The third
spot went to Aniruddha K
(98.2%).

It is noteworthy to mention
that 37 students are centum
scorers in the Class X and XII
CBSE Board examinations. Their
outstanding achievements
showcase an extraordinary fu-
sion of academic excellence and
relentless effort.

In the Class XII exams,
Samay Sajjay (96.8%), Alphin K
Biju (95.8%), and Afshin
(93.6%) emerged as top per-
formers in Science, Commerce,
and Humanities streams re-
spectively. Notable achieve-
ments include 100% in
Psychology (3 students), Artifi-
cial Intelligence (3 students),
Food, Nutrition & Dietetics (2
students), and Yoga (13 stu-
dents).

Noteworthy achievements
include 100% in Mathematics
(3 students), Malayalam (9 stu-
dents), Arabic (2 students), and
Sanskrit (2 students).

School Management Com-
mittee president Shamim Hus-
sain congratulated all the
successful students for their as-
tounding performance.

ISAM Class X, Class XII results announced

SECOND TOPPER

Bhargavi Vaidya 98. 6 %

CLASS X TOPPERS

CLASS X TOPPERS

CLASS XII COMMERCE TOPPERS

THIRD TOPPER

Aniruddha Mulgund 98. 2 %

SCHOOL TOPPER

Akshaya Alagappan 98. 8 %

SECOND TOPPER

Nevin Shiju 95.6 %

CLASS XII COMMERCE TOPPERS 2023-24

THIRD TOPPER

Aron Roy Mathew 94.80%

SCHOOL TOPPER

Alphin Biju 95.80%

SECOND TOPPER

Mili Susan (88%)

CLASS XII HUMANITIES TOPPERS 2023-24

THIRD TOPPER

Syed Zania (80%)

SCHOOL TOPPER

Afshin (93.6%)

SECOND TOPPER

Ananya Manoj Nair 96.60%

CLASS XII SCIENCE TOPPERS 2023-24

THIRD TOPPER

Asiya M S 96.40%

SECOND TOPPER

Pushpashree Ramgopal 96.60%

SCHOOL TOPPER

Samay Sajjay 96.80%

The Chery Beijing Auto Show
and Global Dealer Conference
was held in April, during which
Chery's new development strat-
egy, new technologies, and new
vehicle models were unveiled.
The theme of this event was
‘New Energy, New Eco, New Era’.

In the face of new challenges
and a new environmental con-
text in the global automotive in-
dustry, Chery Automobile has
actively responded by adopting
measures such as the Qpower

powertrain architecture, the
4P+2P management model, and
the development of an automo-
tive ecosystem to show its
unique competitiveness, a press
release said.

Chery has implemented sus-
tainable development technol-
ogy routes and decarbonisation
solutions for the entire industry
chain and the entire life cycle, ad-
hering to the concepts of ‘sus-
tainability, innovation, family,
and companionship’ and an im-

portant strategic direction of
‘green and low carbon’. Through
these strategies, the QPower
brand has achieved lower pro-
duction energy consumption and
showcased Chery's future vision
of building a green ecosystem.

QPower represents the pinna-
cle of Chery's 26-year journey in
powertrain technology, evolving
into a 4.0 comprehensive archi-
tecture that spans the full spec-
trum of energy types - ICE,
PHEV, and BEV. 

Chery Automobile is deeply
committed to building a brand
that resonates with users by
putting them at the heart of ev-
erything. The company actively
seeks out and collaborates with
global partners across research
and development, production,
and sales. This collaborative
spirit not only enriches Chery's
offerings but also ensures that
wherever you encounter the
Chery brand, you're experiencing
the pinnacle of what it stands for.

Chery unveils new development strategy

ISWKi Cambridge emerge on top
in Youth Earth Day Conference

Indian School Sur announced
its list of toppers at the Central
Board of Secondary Education
board examination for Class X
which was declared on May 13.

Eshant Kumar secured the
first position in the school with
an exceptional score of 97.8%
followed by Karthika Krish-
nakumar (97.2%0 and
Malavika Sivapriya Ajith Kumar
(97%).

Out of the 63 students who
appeared for the CBSE Board

examination, 17 students se-
cured more than 90% marks,
22 students scored above 80 %
while the remaining students
scored above 60%.

The subject toppers, along
with their marks and percent-
ages were: English - Arnav
Sunil, Karis Stafrina (98 marks),
Hindi - Insha Kamran, Sudip
Paul, Sivasree Nandhu Binu,
Gurleen, Vyom Bharatkumar
Patel and Zaid Ali Baig Mo-
hammed (95 marks),  Mathe-

matics - Karthika Krishnakumar
(100 marks), Science -  Eshant
Kumar and Joel Mathew (99
marks),Social Science - Karis
Stafrina and Gurleen (98
marks),Arabic - Eshant Kumar
(99 marks), Malayalam - Jisna
Jaison and Meriya Susan John
(100 marks).

Jami Srinivasa Rao, president
of the School Management
Committee congratulated all
the successful students for their
outstanding achievements.



Kathmandu, Nepal - Muktinath,
a sacred pilgrimage site nestled
high in the Mustang region of
Nepal, offers breathtaking Hi-
malayan vistas and an atmo-
sphere steeped in spiritual
significance.

But for weary travellers seek-
ing a touch of familiar comfort
after a long journey, a surprising
sanctuary awaits: the Hotel Bob
Marley.

Step inside and the crisp
mountain air gives way to a
warm embrace of reggae vibes.
Lobby walls adorned with por-
traits of the iconic musician and
vibrant murals in the Rastafarian
colour palette set the tone.

People lounge around in
comfy couches adorned with
colourful fabrics, catching a Bob
Marley documentary playing on
a flat-screen TV.

Silhouettes of the musician
strumming his guitar mingle with
traditional Nepali landscapes,
creating a unique fusion of cul-
tures, as sunlight streams
through strategically placed win-
dows, illuminating the interior of

the hotel with a golden glow.
The communal area is the

heart of the hotel.
Here, fellow travelers gather

around a crackling fireplace,
sharing stories of their adven-
tures on the Annapurna Circuit
or the arduous trek to Muktinath
itself. The air hums with easy
conversation, punctuated by the
occasional burst of laughter, cre-
ating a sense of camaraderie that
transcends language and culture.

“The ambience is so cool
here,” said Felix Bauer, a German
traveller who checked into the
hotel after finishing weeklong
hikes in the high Himalayan ter-
rain. “It’s a place that perfectly
symbolises the chilled personal-
ity cult of Marley.”

The influence of reggae ex-
tends to the hotel’s on-site
restaurant as well.

The menu features hearty
Nepalese staples like ‘dal bhat’,
which is lentil soup with rice,
alongside international dishes - a
nod to the diverse clientele the
hotel attracts.

But it is the aroma of Jamaican

jerk chicken or a plate of simmer-
ing curry, wafting from the
kitchen, that truly transports
someone, momentarily, to a sun-
drenched Caribbean island.

“I’ve read rave reviews about
this place in many travel blogs
and wanted to visit here for a
long time,” Estela Lutero, a trav-
eller from Canada told Anadolu.

“Jerk chicken, Reggae music,
gourmet breakfast, and an in-
credible view from the bed-
room window. It’s too good to
be believable.”

Did Marley really 
visit Muktinath?
Legend has it that Marley once
visited and dined at the spot in

the 1970s, leading to the estab-
lishment’s name.

The story, however, clashes
with documented history, as
Marley’s well-researched biogra-
phy offers no evidence of a 1970s
trip to Nepal.

Struggling financially at that
time, a trek to the Himalayas
seems unlikely for the musician.

When travel finally became an
option, Marley ventured to Africa
in 1978 to explore his Rastafarian
roots.

Karma Chhiring Gurung, the
owner of the Bob Marley Hotel,
cannot confirm whether Marley
ever visited Muktinath, let alone
dined where the hotel stands
today.

He, however, said the legend
surrounding the place has only
strengthened with time.

“There’s a definite sense of
Bob Marley’s spirit here,” Gurung
told Anadolu, referring to the
positive and welcoming atmo-
sphere the hotel cultivates.

Marley’s popularity in Nepal
transcends language barriers.

Deep in the Himalayas,
trekking porters hum his
melodies, even without under-
standing the words. Many of
Kathmandu’s streets are a vi-
brant tapestry of Rastafarian
colours - green, gold, and red -
adorning taxis, rickshaws, and
shops.

Stickers celebrating Marley’s
legacy are widely available in

souvenir shops in the capital
Kathmandu or Pokhara, show-
casing the movement’s signature
colours and the Ethiopian flag, a
symbol of Rastafarian heritage.

The legend of Marley’s con-
nection to Muktinath likely
stems from Nepal’s role in the
Hippie Trail during the 1970s and
1980s - an era that was also as-
sociated with the easy availabil-
ity of recreational drugs.

Kathmandu’s Thamel district,
particularly the infamous Freak
Street in Basantapur, was a
major hub for travellers seeking
alternative lifestyles.

Jhonchhe, a popular area,
became synonymous with the
counterculture movement, at-
tracting young people search-
ing for peace and spiritual
experiences.

Another legendary singer Jimi
Hendrix is also believed to have
visited Nepal during that time.
Much like the one about Marley,
legend has it that Hendrix visited
Jomsom, an area about 25km (15
miles) from Muktinath.
Anadolu Agency
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Washington, D.C., US - A top US
defence official has warned his
Chinese counterpart about
China’s increasing cooperation
with Russia, even as Chinese
President Xi Jinping and Russian
President Vladamir Putin met
and pledged to strengthen ties
between the two countries.

Ely Ratner, US Assistant Sec-
retary of Defence for Indo-Pa-
cific Security Affairs, spoke by
video teleconference with
China’s Major General Li Bin, Di-
rector of the Central Military
Commission Office for Interna-
tional Military Cooperation, on
Friday.

Ratner discussed the relation-
ship between Russia and North
Korea as well as ‘serious concern
over China’s support for Russia’s
defence industrial base that en-
ables Russia’s war in Ukraine’,
the Pentagon said in a readout.

Putin was on an official two-
day visit to China to mark the
75th anniversary of the estab-
lishment of ties between
Moscow and Beijing, during
which he and his Chinese coun-
terpart Xi Jinping pledged a ‘new
era’ of partnership.

The US Defence Assistant
Secretary also reiterated that the
United States remains commit-
ted to the ‘One China’ policy,
which is guided by the Taiwan

Relations Act, the Three US-
China Joint Communiques, and
the Six Assurances, and he reaf-
firmed the importance of main-
taining peace and stability
across the Strait.

The US official also spoke
with his Chinese counterpart
about the escalating tension be-

tween China and the Philippines
near the South China Sea shoal.

China, meanwhile has criti-
cised the US of ‘military collu-
sion’ with Taiwan.

According to Beijing-head-
quartered Global Times, the Cen-
tral Military Commission Office
for International Military Coop-

eration told the US Assistant
Secretary of Defence in the
video call on Friday that the ‘mil-
itary collusion’ between the US
and Taiwan as well as the ‘sepa-
ratist acts’ of the ‘Taiwan inde-
pendence forces’, are the main
sources of disruption to the cur-
rent stability in the Taiwan

Straits.
“China will take resolute and

decisive countermeasures
against any ‘Taiwan indepen-
dence’ separatist activities and
foreign connivance and sup-
port,” the spokesperson noted.

China on Friday also criticised
a US military vessel’s recent

‘provocative moves’, stating that
the US side’s invocation of the
UN Convention on the Law of
the Sea (UNCLOS) reveals its
hegemonic nature.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in response to a media
query about US guided-missile
destroyer USS Halsey’s sailing
through the Taiwan Strait, a Chi-
nese military spokesperson said:
“The Chinese side strongly de-
plores and firmly opposes this
and has lodged solemn repre-
sentations with the US side.”
ANI

US warns China over support to Russia 

London, UK - A tense calm pre-
vailed in France’s overseas terri-
tory of New Caledonia on Friday,
with the number of police and
gendarmes on the South Pacific
island expected to rise by the
evening.

The unrest gripped New
Caledonia for five days, prompt-
ing France to declare a state of
emergency.

As more troops arrived at
the French army-controlled La
Tontouta International Airport,
the French territorial High
Commission on the island is-
sued a statement saying that
for the first time since Monday,
the state of emergency allowed
for a calmer and more peaceful
situation.

The statement added that
gatherings are prohibited for
Caledonian residents, and a cur-
few is in effect from 6pm to 6am
local time.

France has decided to deploy
additional forces to the island
with the number of police and
gendarmes on New Caledonia
expected to increase by Friday

evening. France has also de-
clared a state of emergency in
the territory.

On Thursday, a second gen-

darme was killed in what officials
described as an ‘accidental gun-
shot’ during ongoing riots on the
same day.

Hundreds have been arrested
on the Pacific island of New
Caledonia after deadly unrest
erupted over a bill that would
allow French nationals to vote in
provincial elections, an official
said on Thursday.

The unrest was sparked by a
constitutional review initiated by
Interior Minister Gerald Dar-
manin in New Caledonia.
Anadolu Agency

Tense calm prevails in New Caledonia

Legend has it that Marley once visited and dined at the spot in the 1970s, leading to the establishment’s name

Russian President Vladamir Putin met Chinese President Xi Jinping and pledged to strengthen ties between the two countries

Where reggae meets the Himalayas: The allure of Nepal’s Bob Marley Hotel

Ely Ratner, US 
Assistant Secretary
of Defence for 
Indo-Pacific 
Security Affairs,
spoke by video 
teleconference with
China’s Major 
General Li Bin, 
Director of the 
Central Military
Commission Office
for International
Military 
Cooperation

Washington, D.C., US -
The United States con-
ducted a subcritical nu-
clear test at Nevada earlier
this week, according to a
statement released by the
US Department of En-
ergy’s National Nuclear
Security Administration.

The experiment, the
third under the administra-
tion of President Joe Biden,
was carried out on Tuesday
to collect ‘essential data’ re-
garding the country’s nu-
clear warheads, according
to the National Nuclear Se-
curity Administration.

The experiment was
the first in the Nimble se-
ries, executed at the Prin-
cipal Underground
Laboratory for Subcritical
Experimentation (PULSE)
facility in partnership with
Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory.

The NNSA, an arm of the
US Energy Department,
said it relies on subcritical
tests to support the safety
and effectiveness of nuclear
warheads, without the use
of nuclear explosive testing.
ANI

US conducts
subcritical
nuclear test

A woman poses for photos amid blooming cole flowers during a flower festival at a park in Gyeonggi-do

Province, South Korea, on Saturday (Xinhua)

FESTIVAL OF FLOWERS

Hundreds have been arrested on the
Pacific island of New Caledonia
after deadly unrest erupted over a
bill allowing French nationals to
vote in provincial elections
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London, UK - In the early 1990s,
amid the chaos and devastation
of war in the Balkans, a British
woman emerged as an unlikely
hero.

Sally Becker, then 30, became
known as the ‘Angel of Mostar’
for her daring efforts to deliver
aid and evacuate wounded chil-
dren and their mothers from the
besieged city of Mostar in
Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Now, decades on, she has
done the same in conflict zones
around the world - her latest
mission being in Gaza, where Is-
rael has been waging a devastat-
ing war since last October.

She recently spearheaded the
evacuation of nine children from
Gaza, who were airlifted to Italy
on a private jet, including Ahmed
Shabbat, a three-year-old double
amputee, and Yousef Hatab,
who lost his lower leg in a missile
strike.

The mission, coordinated
with the help of Gaza Kinder Re-
lief and funded by Project Pure
Hope, faced numerous bureau-
cratic obstacles.

The initial step involved ex-
tensive negotiations with Pales-
tinian and Israeli authorities to

secure passage to Egypt.
In Cairo, Becker and her team

of doctors met the children at a
military base before flying them
to Italy, where they were taken
to a hospital in the northeastern
city of Trieste.

“I had around 40 cases re-
ferred to me by Gaza K inder Re-
lief, an amazing organisation of
35 women based in various
countries who have been coor-
dinating everything remotely,”
Becker told Anadolu.

When initial attempts to
bring the children to the UK were
thwarted by bureaucratic hur-
dles, Becker found support from
hospitals in Germany, Italy and
Jordan. She coordinated with
Project Pure Hope and Direct
Relief, a US-based charity, to
fund the flights.

The journey was fraught with
last-minute obstacles, such as
securing visas from the Italian
Embassy in Cairo, which ex-
tended its hours to ensure all
children received clearance from
the Egyptian Health Ministry the
night before they were due to fly
out. “It wasn’t until 2am that we
finally got clearance for the
flight, and the next morning at

9am we set off,” Becker said.
The group, consisting of 21

Palestinians  including the chil-
dren, their mothers and some
siblings, arrived safely at their
destination later that night on
May 2.

‘These children 
are so resilient’
For Becker, the mission was a
bittersweet success, as many
critically injured children still re-
main in Gaza awaiting permis-
sion to leave. 

“Some of our patients are still

in Gaza … and have permission
to leave, but on the night they
were actually ready to depart,
the border closed,” she said.

The British aid worker ex-
pressed particular concern for
Kareem, a 14-year-old at high
risk of losing his leg, and Zayna,
a two-year-old girl with severe
burns.

“These children are victims of
a conflict, not of their making
and beyond their understanding,
and we have to do everything we
can to help them,” she said.
“These children are so resilient.

It’s unbelievable … Obviously,
we can’t go back. We can’t pre-
vent what has already hap-
pened. But let’s at least try our
best to stop things getting worse
by helping to save these chil-
dren’s limbs and possibly their
lives.”

Decades of
dedication
It has been more than three
decades since Becker entered
the field of humanitarian work,
where she has now left an indeli-
ble mark.

Speaking about how it all
began, Becker said she went to
Bosnia in May 1993 with one
simple objective: to volunteer for
a few weeks. With no official
support or specialised training,
she faced many hurdles, but per-
severed through them all.

“I contacted a lot of organisa-
tions offering my help, but they
didn’t want me because I had no
relevant experience. I wasn’t a
nurse or an engineer. So really,
none of the major organisations
could offer me a position,” she
said. 

Undaunted by the disappoint-
ment, she made her way into the
heart of the raging conflict. At
that time, Mostar was under
siege, with the eastern part com-
pletely blockaded, similar to the
current situation in Gaza, she
said. Essential supplies could not
reach those trapped inside, lead-
ing to a dire humanitarian crisis,
and Becker began by bringing aid
to the western side of the city.

Her breakthrough moment
came when she was approached
by Leo Sorensen, a UN Civil Af-
fairs officer. “He said, ‘you’re one
of the only international aid
workers allowed to go in and out

of Mostar. Can you get permis-
sion to evacuate a child from the
east side?’” she recalled.

She did manage to get per-
mission and took on the perilous
task of crossing the frontlines in
an old ambulance, eventually
evacuating hundreds of people,
including injured children and
their mothers.

For Becker, her life’s work has
been driven by a sense of com-
passion and impartiality, with
the suffering of innocent children
transcending the boundaries of
nationalities or politics of con-
flicts.

“To me, there’s no difference
between a child suffering in
Mostar, or a child suffering in
Lebanon, or a child suffering in
Israel, or in Kosovo, or any num-
ber of countries,” she said.

“I never look at who they are
or what their background is be-
cause it doesn’t matter. What
matters is that these are inno-
cent children who’ve been
harmed because we haven’t yet
found a way to settle our differ-
ences - a way to avoid hurting
the innocent each time we go to
war with one another.”       
Anadolu Agency

Sally Becker recently spearheaded evacuation of nine children from Gaza, who were airlifted to Italy on a private jet

Gaza City, Palestine - At least
35,386 Palestinians have been
killed in Israel’s ongoing offensive
on the Gaza Strip since last Octo-
ber, the Health Ministry in the be-
sieged enclave said on Saturday.

A ministry statement said that
79,366 other people have also
been injured in the onslaught.

“Israeli attacks killed 83 peo-
ple and injured 105 others in the
last 24 hours,” the statement
said.

“Many people are still trapped
under rubble and on the roads as
rescuers are unable to reach
them,” it added.

Israel has waged an unrelent-
ing offensive on the Gaza Strip
since a cross-border attack by
the Palestinian group Hamas last
October 7 which killed some
1,200 people.

Tel Aviv has also imposed a
crippling blockade on the Gaza
Strip, leaving its population, par-
ticularly residents of northern
Gaza, on the verge of starvation.

Over seven months into the
Israeli war, vast swathes of Gaza
lay in ruins, pushing 85 per cent
of the enclave’s population into

internal displacement amid a
crippling blockade of food, clean
water and medicine, according to
the UN.

In an interim ruling in January,
The Hague-based International
Court of Justice said it is ‘plausi-
ble’ that Tel Aviv is committing
genocide in Gaza, ordering it to

stop such acts and take mea-
sures to guarantee that humani-
tarian assistance is provided to
civilians in the enclave.

Aid arrives via 
humanitarian pier
Meanwile, US President Joe Biden
announced on Friday the success-

ful arrival of the first shipments of
aid to the Gaza Strip via a multi-
national humanitarian pier.  “Ear-
lier today, the first shipments of
humanitarian assistance arrived
on the shores of Gaza through the
multinational humanitarian pier
thanks to the tireless work of
CENTCOM and our teams at
USAID and the State Depart-
ment,” Biden wrote on X. 

He said the aid, facilitated by
USAID, comprises ‘170 metric
tonnes of nutrient-rich food bars’
tailored to ‘support 11,000 vul-
nerable children and adults’.

Additionally, the shipment in-

cludes ‘ready-to-use therapeutic
foods and essential supplies’
aimed at providing ‘shelter, clean
water, and hygiene’ support to
more than 33,000 individuals in
Gaza, according to the US presi-
dent. “More aid from the US and
other countries continues to ar-
rive in Cyprus, where it will be
loaded onto ships for delivery via
the pier,” said Biden.

He also stressed the urgency
of addressing the situation, un-
derscoring critical need to expe-
dite the aid delivery to those
most in need. 
Anadolu Agency

Gaza: Death toll nears 35,400
as Israel’s offensive continues

How ‘Angel of Mostar’ came to the aid of Gaza’s children

Israeli attacks
killed 83
people and
injured 105
others in the
last 24 hours

First shipments of humanitarian 
assistance arrived on the shores of
Gaza through the multinational
humanitarian pier 
JOE BIDEN

Ankara, Turkey - Pro-Palestinian
student protests continued at nu-
merous universities across the
US, demanding divestment from
Israel or Israeli-affiliated institu-
tions and calling for an immedi-
ate ceasefire in Gaza.

Protesters have established
encampments and held sit-ins,
calling for an end to investments
supporting Israel’s actions in
Gaza. Since last month, the US
has seen a wave of demonstra-
tions at US university campuses
calling for an end to the war on
Gaza, with student protesters
facing police violence and arrests.

On Friday afternoon, pro-
Palestinian protesters took over
the Institute of Politics building at
the University of Chicago on Fri-
day afternoon, The New York
Times reported.

A sign identifying the Institute
of Politics building was covered
with a cardboard placard that
read ‘permanent ceasefire now’,
according to the daily.

According to university
spokesman Gerald McSwiggan,
the incident unfolded around
4.40pm. Despite directives from

police to disperse, the demon-
strators refused to vacate the
premises. Also, academic work-
ers at the University of California
(UC), Santa Cruz, are set to strike
from Monday, in protest against
the university’s response to pro-
Palestinian demonstrations, an-
nounced the union representing
48,000 graduate students and
educational workers across UC
campuses.

The strike, involving about
2,000 members at Santa Cruz,
addresses concerns over free
speech, safety, and unfair labour
practices, according to the New
York Times.

Meanwhile, the Academic
Senate at the University of Cali-
fornia, Los Angeles, voted against
rebuking Chancellor Gene Block
over his handling of a pro-Pales-
tinian encampment attack, with
motions for a no-confidence vote
and censure failing to gain major-
ity support. 

Nearly 3,000 protesters have
been arrested at US campuses
since last month, according to US
news outlet Axios.
Anadolu Agency

Pro-Palestinian 
student protests
continue across US

Jerusalem - Israeli Knesset
member and former Mossad
deputy chief Ram Ben-Barak on
Saturday said that the ongoing
war in Gaza is ‘futile’, asserting
that Israel is on the losing end
and facing economic collapse. 

“This war lacks a clear objec-
tive, and it’s evident that we’re
unequivocally losing it,” Ben-
Barak told the Israeli public
radio.

“We are forced to engage in
fighting in the same areas and
end up losing more soldiers,” he
said. “We’re also facing set-
backs on the international
stage, with our relations with

the United States deteriorating
significantly, and the Israeli
economy in decline,” he said,
adding: “Show me one thing we
have succeeded in.”

Daily, Palestinian factions re-
port the killing and injury of Is-
raeli soldiers along with the
destruction of military vehicles
often sharing video clips docu-
menting their operations. Lo-
cally, Israeli authorities face
accusations of concealing a
higher number of casualties and
injuries within the army’s ranks.

The Al-Qassam Brigades, the
military wing of the Hamas
movement, said on Saturday

that they killed 15 Israeli sol-
diers east of the city of Rafah in
the southern Gaza Strip. They
also stated on Friday that over
the past 10 days, they targeted
100 different Israeli military ve-
hicles across all fronts of the
conflict. 

Israel continued its brutal of-
fensive on the Gaza Strip de-
spite a UN Security Council
resolution demanding an imme-
diate ceasefire in the enclave.

Israeli army ‘bombs 
Hezbollah targets’
Meanwhile, the Israeli army
claimed on Saturday that its

warplanes bombed a missile
launch pad and military build-
ings for Hezbollah in southern
Lebanon.

In a statement, the army
said: “On Friday night, war-
planes bombed a missile launch
pad and military buildings for
the Hezbollah organisation in
the Kunine and Khiam regions
in southern Lebanon.”

“Earlier on Saturday, the Is-
raeli army attacked with ar-
tillery the Hanine area in
southern Lebanon, to remove a
threat,” added the army without
providing any further details.
Anadolu Agency

Israel on losing end in Gaza war, says former Mossad deputy chief Ben-Barak

Many people are still trapped under rubble and on the roads as rescuers are unable to reach them, according to the Palestinian Health Ministry
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Berlin, Germany - Germany will
do its utmost to support Moldova
on its path towards the European
Union, Chancellor Olaf Scholz
said on Friday.

Speaking at a joint news con-
ference with Moldovan President
Maia Sandu, Scholz praised the
country’s reform efforts to be-
come an EU member.

“European enlargement is in
the strategic interest of entire Eu-
ropean Union, Germany and
Moldova. We would be happy to
support you on this path,” he said.

Scholz accused Russia of trying
to destabilise Moldova, but un-
derlined that Germany and its Eu-
ropean partners will be
supporting Chisinau in addressing
challenges it’s facing in the region.

“We are all aware that
Moldova is suffering massively
from the Russian attack on
Ukraine and its consequences,
which of course have both eco-

nomic and security conse-
quences,” he said.

“Let me make it clear that Ger-
many will continue to stand
closely by your side, and we will
do our utmost to support
Moldova,” Scholz stressed.

Moldovan President Sandu, for
her part, underlined that her
country is currently undergoing
significant transformation, and
working hard to achieve progress
on its path for EU membership.

“Our commitment to Euro-

pean integration is central to our
national agenda. We are enhanc-
ing our energy independence,
aligning with the European stan-
dards, fighting corruption, and re-
forming our judicial system,” the
president said. She also called on

European countries to further in-
crease their support for Ukraine,
after Russia launched a new of-
fensive in Kharkiv.

“Supporting Ukraine is not just
solidarity, It’s defending the prin-
ciples of our collective security
and freedom. By supporting
Ukraine, you also support
Moldova, my country wouldn’t be
safe today, without Ukraine’s re-
sistance,” Sandu said.
Anadolu Agency

Germany pledges support for Moldova’s EU entry

INDIA

Mumbai, India - Reacting to the
charge of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi that, ‘SP,
Congress will run bulldozer over
Ram Temple if voted to power’,
Congress president Malliakar-
jun Kharge said that the former
is ‘provoking’ people and the
Election Commission ‘should
take action’.

He also accused Modi of sup-
porting the ‘illegal’ Mahayuti
government in Maharashtra.

“We have not used bulldoz-
ers to date... The Election Com-
mission should take action
against those who make insti-
gating speeches. The prime
minister himself is doing it. He is
provoking people. After our gov-
ernment comes, everything will
be protected as per our Consti-
tution, we will follow the Consti-
tution,” Kharge told reporters
here.

He was speaking at a press
conference in Mumbai. Nation-
alist Congress Party (SP) Sharad
Pawar and former Maharashtra
Chief Minister Uddhav Thack-
ery were also present.

“INDIA bloc will win 46 out

of 48 seats in Maharashtra.
People are saying this them-
selves. Our alliance will win
maximum seats and defeat
BJP...,” Kharge claimed.

The Congress chief also
lamented that the party symbol
was ‘taken away’ from the ‘real
parties’ in Maharashtra, refer-
ring to Shiv Sena and Nationalist
Congress Party and given to
parties ‘supporting’ the BJP.

“The illegal ‘Mahayuti’ gov-
ernment of Maharashtra was
formed on the basis of betrayal
and conspiracy and the prime
minister himself is supporting it
and his rallies are also being held
in Maharashtra and wherever
he goes, he tries to create a rift
among the people...,” he alleged,
adding, ‘the party symbol was
taken away from the real parties
and given to the parties support-
ing BJP. This is the decision of
the court, ECI but everything
happens on the instructions of
Modi ji...’.

“PM Modi is saying that he is
providing 5kg ration to 80 crore
poor. We will give 10kg after
forming the government...,” he

added.
Speaking on the alliance be-

tween the Aam Admi Party and
Congress in the National Capital

for the May 20 Lok Sabha elec-
tions and the two parties’ deci-
sion to go solo in Punjab, the
Congress chief said: “We have

alliance only on 3 seats in Delhi,
there is an alliance in Chandi-
garh, we have given them seats
in Gujarat and Haryana, we will

work there only.”
“But we are fighting against

each other in Punjab. This is a
democracy, it is not autocracy.
We will do whatever has to be
done to defeat BJP,” he said.

The Congress leader also said
that West Bengal Chief Minister
and Trinamool Congress
supremo Mamata Banerjee, who
recently announced to provide

outside support to the INDIA
bloc government if it is voted to
power after the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections, is naturally with the
anti-BJP front.

“Mamata ji, first she said that
they will support from outside.
Recently she has said that if the
INDIA government is formed
then she will join the govern-
ment, so, naturally, she is with
the alliance,” Kharge said.

Elections in six Lok Sabha

seats of Mumbai are scheduled
for Phase 5. The seats going to
polls are Mumbai North, Mum-
bai North West, Mumbai North
East, Mumbai North Central,
Mumbai South and Mumbai
South Central.

The other constituencies of
Maharashtra that will be part of
the ongoing election in the fifth
phase include Dhule, Dindori,

Nashik, Kalyan, Palghar, Bhi-
wandi and Thane.

Maharashtra has 48 Lok
Sabha seats, the second largest
after Uttar Pradesh. Voting for
the first four phases has con-
cluded and for the fifth phase of
the Lok Sabha polls, polling is set
to be held on May 20. The 2024
Lok Sabha elections are being
held in seven phases running
from April 19 to June 1.
ANI

Congress national president Mallikarjun Kharge (ANI)

PM Modi provoking people, says Kharge

New Delhi, India - As the mob
violence against international
students in Bishkek continues,
the Indian Embassy in Kyr-
gyzstan advised the Indian
students to stay indoors and
to get in touch with the Indian
embassy.

The Indian embassy also
shared a helpline contact
number for the students.

“The situation is presently
calm but students are advised
to stay indoors for the mo-
ment and get in touch with the
Embassy in case of any issue.
Our 24x7 contact number is
0555710041,” the Indian em-
bassy in Kyrgyz.

Reportedly, there have
been several incidents of mob
violence against foreign stu-
dents in Bishkek since last
evening, the Pakistan embassy
in Kyrgyzstan said in a social
media post, adding that the
situation heated up on Friday.
“There have been a number of
incidents of mob violence
against foreign students in
Bishkek since last evening. Ac-
cording to the Kyrgyz press,

the matter boiled over yester-
day due to sharing online of
videos of a fight between Kyr-
gyz students and medical stu-
dents from Egypt on May 13,”
the Pakistan embassy stated.

Highlighting that the situa-
tion is reportedly calm now,
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar on Saturday, em-
phasised that they are moni-
toring the welfare of Indian
students in Bishkek.

“Monitoring the welfare of
Indian students in Bishkek. Sit-
uation is reportedly calm now.
Strongly advise students to
stay in regular touch with the
Embassy,” he said.

Moreover, a few hospitals
of medical universities in Kyr-
gyz’s capital and private resi-
dences of international
students have been attacked,
the Pakistan embassy said.

“The hostels are inhabited
by students from India, Pak-
istan and Bangladesh. There
have been reports of light in-
juries to a number of students
from Pakistan,” it added.

“So far, the violence ap-

pears to be directed against all
foreign students and not spe-
cific to Pakistanis,” the Pak-
istan embassy stressed.

Pakistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif shared a post
on X, highlighting that they
have directed Pakistan’s Am-
bassador to provide all neces-
sary help and assistance.

“Deeply concerned over
the situation of Pakistani stu-
dents in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan. I
have directed Pakistan’s Am-
bassador to provide all neces-
sary help and assistance. My
office is also in touch with the
Embassy and constantly mon-
itoring the situation,” Shehbaz
Sharif said.

Pakistan’s Foreign Minister
Ishaq Dar on Saturday ex-
pressed concerns about the
ongoing situation in the Kyr-
gyz Republic. “We have estab-
lished contact with the Kyrgyz
authorities to ensure protec-
tion of Pakistani students. I
have instructed our Ambas-
sador to Kyrgyzstan to fully fa-
cilitate them,” he said.
ANI

‘Indian talent in high demand globally’
New Delhi, India - External Af-
fairs Minister S Jaishankar on
Friday stressed the growing role
of Indian skills and talent at the
global level and said that the de-
veloped countries of the world
are now manifesting interest in
concluding mobility agreements
with India.

“In the era of a knowledge
economy, the role of Indian
skills and talent is also being re-
assessed. The nature of techno-
logical advancement is itself
creating greater demand. But
there is also the reality of demo-
graphic shortages in developed
countries. These trends are
manifesting themselves right
now in an interest across the
world to conclude mobility
agreements with India,” Jais-
hankar said while speaking at
the CII Annual Business Summit
2024 in New Delhi.

“On our part, we too would
like to see that our talent is
treated fairly and transparently.
As a global workplace emerges
- and believe me, it will grow
faster than all of us anticipate.
As a global workplace emerges
- there are some immediate
consequences. Expanding the
scale and quality of skilling at
home becomes an even more

urgent imperative. This is very
much in line with the Modi Gov-
ernment’s thinking. They are
supported by the spread of the
innovation and start-up culture
as well. Businesses too need to
do their fair share in the upgrad-
ing of our human resources,” he
added.

Asserting the obligation to
secure Indian citizens even
abroad, he also highlighted
India’s successful operations
held to evacuate Indian citizens
from Ukraine and Sudan and
said that their goal is to make
India a global hub for innova-

tion, research, and design as
well.

“As the global workplace ex-
pands, the obligation to secure
our citizens abroad will also
grow proportionately. Fortu-
nately, this is an area where we
have already built capabilities
and created SOPs, as evidenced
recently in Ukraine and in
Sudan. We are also deploying
technology more widely for the
ease of living of Indians traveling
and working abroad,” the minis-
ter said.

“However, as we contem-
plate the relevance of our talent

with the importance of ‘Make in
India’, our goal is to make our-
selves into a global hub for inno-
vation, research, and design as
well. ‘Work in India’ is the natu-
ral outcome, I would say, a sup-
portive basis for ‘Make In India’.
But it will also have ‘Work for
the World’ as its subset,” he
added.

He also underscored the cri-
sis engulfed across the world
due to the ongoing wars in
Ukraine and Gaza and said that
the world is experiencing a 3F
crisis of fuel, food, and fertilizers,
in which India is acting with the
judicious combination of ‘Bharat
First’ and ‘Vasudaiva Kutum-
bakam’.

“Instead today, what is the re-
ality we are staring at? A Ukraine
conflict now in its third year. A
huge escalation of violence in
West Asia/the Middle East that
could spread beyond. The dis-
ruption of logistics due to war,
due to sanctions, drone attacks,
and climate events. The world is
experiencing a 3F crisis of fuel,
food, and fertilizers. In Asia, new
tensions have emerged in land
and sea as agreements are dis-
honoured and the rule of law dis-
regarded,” he said.
ANI

The Congress president said the Election Commission should take action against the prime minister

After our government comes, 
everything will be protected 
as per our Constitution... we will
follow the Constitution 
MALLIKARJUN KHARGE

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar speaks at the CII Annual

Business Summit 2024 in New Delhi on Friday (ANI)

Bamyan, Afghanistan - At
least four people, including
three foreigners, were killed,
and seven others were injured
in an armed attack in Bamyan
province of Afghanistan, as re-
ported by Khaama Press News
Agency, citing the spokesper-
son of the Taliban-controlled
Ministry of Interior.

Spokesperson Abdul Ma-
teen Qani shared that four in-
dividuals have been arrested
on suspicion of their involve-
ment in the attack and out of
seven injured, three are for-
eigners. Abdul Mateen Qani
added that four individuals
suspected of involvement in
this attack have been arrested.

As of now, no individual or
organisation has claimed re-

sponsibility for the attack.
Qani condemned this at-

tack on his social media plat-
form X and said the
perpetrators would be ar-
rested and punished, Khaama
Press reported.

The spokesperson for the
Ministry of Interior of the Tal-
iban did not say anything
about the identities of the for-
eign citizens targeted.

Later on, Spain’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs confirmed that
the three individuals killed on
Friday were Spanish citizens.
At least one Spanish national
was also among those injured.

Spanish Prime Minister
Pedro Sanchez said he was
‘overwhelmed by the news’.
ANI

Four killed in armed 
attack in Afghanistan

Embassy in Kyrgyzstan asks
students to ‘stay indoors’

European 
enlargement is in
the strategic 
interest of entire 
European Union,
Germany and
Moldova 
OLAF SCHOLZ



LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9 and

only one instance of each number

You have three minutes to find
all the words contained in this
word. 

Rules: Words should be at least
four letters long, proper nouns
and duplicates don’t count

WORD BUILDER

DO YOU SUDOKU?BOGGLER

SU
D

O
K

U
 E

A
SY

 A
N

SW
ER

Each game will present you with a
matrix filled with letters. The
objective is to form words by
linking adjacent letters - to the left,
right, on top, bottom, or diagonal
to each other. The Boggles Classic
game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words
are valued at one point for each
letter in excess of two letters. A
three letter word is worth one
point, a four letter word is  worth
two points, and so on. Valid words
must be at least three letters long. 

SOLUTION
20-25 words: Excellent, 
15-20 words: Very good, 
10-15 words: Good, 
5-10 words: Average

KIDS COLOURING
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CA

E
R

U

OG

3 7

6 5 4 8

2 8 5 1

5 9 6 4

4 3 2 7

7 5 1 9

2 8 7 9

7 4 2 1

9 1

941638572

657129483

328475169

735964218

419382657

286751934

162843795

874596321

593217846
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I M I A

GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21
Don't take any backtalk from anyone who thinks they have you

where they want you just because they know one of your secrets.

Even if they also know how badly you want to protect it. You

probably know dirt that is just as potentially uncomfortable for

them, and while you'd never choose to say anything about it under

normal circumstances, you might need to let them know what you

know.

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20
Today is a great day to clean out your emotional closet and finally say

what you have been wanting to say to that certain someone. Holding on

to your feelings is not wise. It could cause your imagination to run wild

and fear to overtake you. You could convince yourself that something is

going on or something could be happening that isn't really true. Once

you get your feelings out of your system, you will be amazed by how

much lighter and happier you feel.

TEST YOUR 
KNOWLEDGE

Answers:1. D 2. A  3. B

CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22
Fake it till you make it today. It's fun, it's exciting, and it's usually

incredibly effective. If you get stuck in a situation that's a bit over your

head, call upon your best acting abilities to bluff your way through it.

Perhaps some forgotten detail you left hanging from a past project rains

down on you today. You'll have fun dancing between the drops. You're

sharp, but you can't possibly stay on top of every little detail. Luckily, you

can make the best of it.

LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22
Your quick thinking in a tricky situation will leave others quite

impressed today, although you might not completely understand why.

In your mind, you did what anyone else would have done in that

position. You won't understand the significance of your actions until a

few days from now, and then you can pat yourself on the back. Lately,

you have been pleasing people without even trying, and you're starting

to get a taste of what it must be like to be a superhero.

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22
Good and bad energy are floating around you today, and you need to

figure out how to avoid the bad. Sure, negative vibes are just a part

of life. Sometimes a bummer in your day provides the motivation

you need to make a change. But you don't have to deal with it if you

don't want to right now. Avoidance isn't a long-term solution, but it's

good enough for the time being. You deserve a day without having

to deal with a bunch of different hassles.

VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22
There's a fine line between being charmingly talkative and being a

blabbermouth. You know how to walk that line, but not all people do.

Keep an eye out for a friend or coworker who isn't watching what they

say today. Step in and help prevent them from putting their foot in their

mouth or (if you are too late) help them dig themselves out of an

awkward hole. Your quick thinking and quirky wit can help everyone

move forward to better topics and better ideas.

SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21
If you're looking for more insight into your latest dilemma, turn to

your coworkers or classmates. You need to consult someone who is

either in the same situation or has been there before. There is

nothing better than firsthand experience to help you figure out what

to do. When you talk to them, don't be mad if they leave out some

minor details. They're doing it for your own good. Some things you

have to learn on your own.

SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER21
Be careful not to go along with that latest theory people are pushing

right now. As you know, new ideas are not always good ideas. In terms

of your romantic life, you shouldn't adhere too rigidly to some new self-

help philosophy. You could end up playing too many games and not

being your genuine self. And in your professional life, suggesting a new

idea is a great way to get noticed as long as you make sure it's a sound

plan before speaking up!

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18
Not every romance is a constantly sizzling affair. From time to time

things cool off. They have to. So if your current romance is feeling

less than dynamic, don't assume it's headed for the end. Each of you

needs space once in a while to get back in touch with your

independence and individual identity. You two are not attached at

the hip, and it wouldn't be healthy if you were. So try not to be too

possessive right now.

CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19
The only thing that matters today is doing what you want to do. Stick to

your plan and don't let yourself get distracted by anyone or anything.

Some very flighty people have been inviting you to join in on their

adventures, but you are wise to decline politely and focus on your own

agenda now. Even if you're jealous of those who always have

something going on, realize that their gambits aren't productive, and

none of them will help you reach your goals.

PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20
Avoid group activities today. Everybody wants something different, and

trying to get your people on the same page will be a frustrating

experience. So focus on activities that are best done alone. Save time

for things like reading, napping, relaxing, researching, and even just

thinking about life. When you only have to consult with yourself, you

are much more likely to stay in a great mood all day long.

ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19
Someone who is far away is going to be on your mind today, and you are

on their mind as well. In fact, they've been thinking about you for a while

now and are eager to get back in contact. Perhaps they've even started a

game of phone tag with you. If so, today you need to make an extra

effort to reconnect with them. Send a message or reserve time for a long

phone call. Not all of the people from your past are meant to be left

there.

YOUR DAILY HOROSCOPE

1. In what country was the "Red
Cross" founded?
A. England
B. Germany
C. France
D. Switzerland

2. In 1954, the US Department of
Defence established what song as
the official musical tribute to the
president of the USA?
A. Hail to the Chief
B. I Think It's Gonna Work Out
Fine
C. Imagine
D. Smoke Gets In Your Eyes
Correct Answer: Hail to the
Chief

3. Although an annual Thanksgiv-
ing Day had been observed in sev-
eral colonies throughout what
became the USA, who proclaimed
USA's first national Thanksgiving
Day?
A. Abraham Lincoln
B. George Washington
C. Theodore Roosevelt
D. Harry S. Truman

ACROSS
I) Carp like fish
5) Hired thugs
10) Recipe meas.
14) Primo rating
15) Judging group
16) Miscellaneous medley
1 7) Knocked out
20) Crumble to the sea, as
shoreline
21) Tiger's rival, sometimes
22) Cigarette ingredient
23) "Good_!" (praise for a
batter)
26) "Yuck!"
27) Org. of Wizards and
Warriors
30) Lip-_ (mouth the
words)
32) Letters on an ambu-
lance
34) Light-headed?
36) Have great respect for
39) "_ on a true story"
40) Throwing a match, in
the rmg
42) Iranian language
44) Give, as blood
45) Raises cattle
4 7) Game, _ and match
48) Cleaning cloths
52) Drink refresher
53) Letters on a tachome-
ter

55) Amniotic _
57) '60s war zone, infon-
nally
58) Faunas' kin
61) What cats and rats do?
63) Give up
67) Flue dirt
68) Guided trips
69) Bulb measure
70) Identifies
71) "Forest and Dove"
painter Max
72) Caustic materials

DOWN
I) Middies' opponents
2) Hip appendage?
3) Like new clothes on the
rack
4) Assume a stooped pos-
ture
5) Where IRS forms are
made
6) Small-boat mover
7) Not fooled by
8) 1960s jacket eponym
9) Santa's vehicle
10) Hammer, for one
11) Puritanical person
12) What God says not to
do
13) It may call the kettle
black
18) Professional payment
19) Share an apartment

24) Bigfoot's cousin

25) Correct a manuscript

28) Buzzing insect

29) Stick in

31) Stop

33) Lily family members

35) Four-time Wimbledon

champ Rod

37) Hard-luck area

38) Currycombs comb

them

40) Arboreal amphibian

41) Computer input or out-

put

42) "Most Wanted" org.

43) Rainbow, e.g.

46) Elfish one

49) "As I was saying ... "

50) Reproductive cell

51) Runs a blast furnace

54) Bruce Wayne's home,

for one

56) Old PC display part

59) Land parcels

60) Take aback

62) Wolfs wail

63) Little sister of 10-

Across

64) U nharden a garden

65) Stats for sluggers

(Abbr.)

66) Fish story suffix?

DAILY CROSSWORD
NOTE PAD



London, England - When Juergen
Klopp addressed the media for
the first time as Liverpool man-
ager in October 2015 he spoke of
turning doubters into believers.
Nearly a decade and multiple tro-
phies later, he will leave with mis-
sion accomplished, and much
more.

The 56-year-old German
would thoroughly endorse the
saying that no individual can ever
be bigger than a football club.

But as he prepares for the
491st and final game of his reign
on what will be an emotional
Sunday afternoon at Anfield, it is
impossible to overstate Klopp’s
impact on the club and the city.

“What he has done is incredi-
ble, not just for the club but for
this city,” John Pearman, founder
and editor of the Red All Over
The Land fanzine, says of the
German.

“We’ll never see his like
again.”

Klopp did not only return the
club back to the pinnacle of En-
glish and European football, he
embodied the Scouse spirit of a
city that always regards itself as
a bit different.

On the pitch his high-octane
heavy metal football delivered
seven trophies including a first
English League title for 30 years,
a Champions League crown and
a Club World Cup. Off it, Klopp

grasped the psyche of the city’s
residents and showed empathy
and compassion, always manag-
ing to retain an admirable sense
of perspective.

As a mark of the bond be-
tween Klopp and Liverpool he
was given Freedom of the City
status in 2022 - a ceremony at-

tended by Margaret Aspinall,
chair of the Hillsborough Family
Support Group which cam-
paigned for justice for the victims
of the 1989 tragedy that resulted
in the deaths of 97 fans.

“The families have had a lot of
sadness but the joy he has
brought us, the excitement he

gives you, you forget all your sad-
ness, that’s what’s he does,” As-
pinall said.

Liverpool have had some great
managers but Pearman says
Klopp will be held in the same es-
teem as Bill Shankly who fa-
mously said: “Some people
believe football is a matter of life

and death, I am very disap-
pointed with that attitude. I can
assure you it is much, much more
important than that.”

Klopp would not echo those
words, although the passion he
brought to his job bordered on
the fanatical with his trademark
touchline sprints to celebrate

goals. He treated his players like
close family while he would in-
variably be the last to leave the
pitch in victory, or defeat, as he
saluted his adoring fans.

Klopp will be a tough act to
follow, but leaves Liverpool in
good health with a crop of tal-
ented youngsters already making

their mark alongside serial tro-
phy-winners like Trent Alexan-
der-Arnold, Virgil van Dijk,
Alisson and Mohamed Salah.

It is a far cry from when he ar-
rived to replace Brendan Rodgers
with Liverpool in 10th place in the
Premier League and the fans dis-
illusioned. There was no quick fix
as Liverpool finished eighth that
season although appearances in
the League Cup and Europa
League finals hinted at a new era.

In his first full season in charge

Klopp steered Liverpool back into
the Champions League and they
went all the way to the 2018 final
- losing out to Real Madrid.

Everything began to click the
following season in what proved
to be an epic title race with
Manchester City - Liverpool
edged out despite collecting 97
points.

Redemption was just around
the corner though as Liverpool
beat Tottenham Hotspur in the
2019 Champions League final,
having staged a spine-tingling
comeback to beat Barcelona 4-3
on aggregate in the semifinal.

Liverpool’s 30-year wait for an
English title followed the next
season although sadly the pan-
demic meant The Kop was
empty as Klopp’s side sealed it
with seven games to spare.
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Manchester, England - Manch-
ester City boss Pep Guardiola
said he expects another nail-bit-
ing finale to the Premier League
season, similar to the 2021-22
campaign where his club nearly
lost the title on the final day be-
fore late goals secured the tro-
phy.

City are two points ahead of
Arsenal heading into Sunday’s
final round of fixtures and can
secure a fourth title in as many
seasons if they beat West Ham

United at home.
City pipped Liverpool to the

title by one point in May 2022
but Guardiola’s side made
things difficult for themselves
when they went 2-0 down to
Aston Villa at home before they
eventually won 3-2 to deny the
Merseyside club the crown.

“I have the feeling it will be
(like the) Aston Villa (game)
again. We would like to be 3-0
up after 10 minutes but it’s not
going to happen. I’ve seen

enough (of West Ham’s
matches),” Guardiola told re-
porters on Friday.

“I’m ready for it to be a tough,
tough game. I want to put in the
minds of my players, ‘Look at
Tottenham, how they fight for
every ball, the aggression they
had.’ I didn’t have any doubts
about that.

“The 11 players of West Ham
will be ready to beat us. Like
Aston Villa, two seasons ago,
they didn’t play for anything but

I

know what happened. Our-
selves and our people have to be
ready from the first minute, to
be with us and do it together.”

Jurgen Klopp’s high-octane football delivered seven trophies for Liverpool, including a first English League title for 30 years, a Champions League crown and a Club World Cup

London, England - Midfielder
Mohamed Elneny will leave Ar-
senal at the end of the season
after eight years at the Premier
League club, the Egypt interna-
tional said on Friday.

Elneny joined Arsenal from
Swiss side FC Basel in 2016 for 5
million pounds ($6 million) and
has made 161 appearances for
the London club. A knee injury
restricted the 31-year-old to
eight outings during the 2022-23
season. He has made six appear-
ances in all competitions in Ar-
senal’s current campaign.

“Gooners, I’m here today to

send you a message, to say
goodbye and thank you for ev-
erything you’ve done for me,” El-
neny said in a video posted on X
on Friday. “The love, the support
and the kindness. I’m really going
to miss you so much and you’ll
be in my heart forever.”

Elneny did not say where he
would go after leaving Arsenal.

He said he would bid farewell
to fans at the Emirates on Sun-
day as Arsenal host Everton in
their final league match, hoping
for a Manchester City slip-up
against West Ham United to se-
cure their first title in 20 years.

Mohamed Elneny

Klopp exiting
Anfield stage
after leaving
a lasting
legacy 

Elneny to leave Gunners
after eight years

London, England - Arsenal play-
ers must not let their emotions
get the better of them as they
chase the Premier League title
into the final day, captain Martin
Odegaard said ahead of their
match against Everton.

Arsenal are two points behind
leaders Manchester City going
into Sunday’s final round of fix-
tures. The Gunners must win to
stay in contention, while City
could lift their fourth title in a row
if they beat West Ham United.

Arsenal’s hopes of ending
their 20-year wait for the league
title dwindled after City’s 2-0 win
at Tottenham Hotspur on Tues-
day put the Manchester side at
an advantage. 

“We spoke about it the day
after (City went ahead),” Ode-
gaard told TNT Sports. “We have
to focus on ourselves, we can’t
get too emotional about it.

“We have one more game, at
home, it’s the last game of the
season and our goal and our task
is clear, we have to win that. We’ll
see what happens. That’s our
mindset now, win that last game,
give the fans a good last game

and we’ll see. It’s out of our con-
trol, we just focus on our game.”

The Norwegian midfielder said
his side have been amazing this
season. “We’ve taken good steps
and I feel like we’re a much better
team compared to last season,”
he added. “We’ve had some re-
ally good games, some good re-
sults, and we are now there until
the last day, to push for it.”

Arsenal finished second in the

2022-23 season, five points be-
hind City. They last won the
league title under manager Ar-
sene Wenger in their 2003-04
“Invincibles” season when they
went the entire campaign un-
beaten.

Arteta hopes for
Moyes helping hand 
Arsenal boss Mikel Arteta said he
hopes his former manager David

Moyes can give them a helping
hand in the title race when West
Ham travel to leaders City.
Moyes signed Arteta in 2005
when he was Everton manager,
bringing the Spanish midfielder to
England where he spent the rest
of his playing career before going
into management.

“He’s been instrumental and
so important in my career, as a
footballer and a person. He could
help us to fulfil our dream and my
personal dream to win the Pre-
mier League,” Arteta told re-
porters on Friday.

“The only thing we’ve dis-
cussed is to give ourselves an op-
portunity to live a beautiful day.
It’s possible, it’s football. We have
to play like every single week. We
have to win, then hope West
Ham to help us achieve us our
dream. That first part is on us, it’s
the only thing we can focus on.”

Arsenal fell short by five points
last season when their title chal-
lenge collapsed in May but this
time they have been with City
every step of the way in the clos-
est title race in Premier League
history.

Martin Odegaard

We will just focus on our game,
says  Arsenal’s Martin Odegaard

Dutchman
Arne Slot 
confirms 
Liverpool job 
Rotterdam, Netherlands -
Feyenoord’s Arne Slot con-
firmed on Friday that he
would be Liverpool’s man-
ager next season after Juer-
gen Klopp leaves at the end
of the campaign.

Liverpool have not yet
confirmed Klopp’s replace-
ment, with the German
manager leaving after the
club’s final game of the sea-
son against Wolverhamp-
ton Wanderers on Sunday.

“I can confirm that I will
become the trainer there
next year,” Slot told a news
conference. “Until now I
was not thinking about this
being the build up to my
last match, but that starts
coming now. At the begin-
ning of the week you are
thinking about training and
those kind of things.

“But the feeling gets
stronger now. That is why
I’m a little bit late now (for
the news conference), be-
cause I wanted to say
goodbye to some people
personally and take time for
them, more than just shak-
ing hands. So yeah, the feel-
ing grows. I understand
that good results help, but
it is very nice to feel that
people really are thinking
it’s a pity that I’m leaving.”

Arne Slot

Like Aston Villa,
two seasons ago,
they didn’t play
for anything but
I know what
happened
PEP GUARDIOLA 

Guardiola expects final-day chaos

MISSION ACCOMPLISHED

Pep Guardiola

Klopp will be a tough act to follow,
but leaves Liverpool in good health
with a crop of talented youngsters
already making their mark along-
side serial trophy-winners like Van
Dijk, Alisson and Salah



Manchester, England - Phil Foden
has been voted the Premier
League’s player of the season, the
league announced on Saturday
after the 23-year-old had the best
campaign of his career to help
put Manchester City within reach
of their fourth consecutive league
title.

Foden has scored 17 goals and
grabbed eight assists in 34
league games this season playing
centrally as well as on the wing
when needed. He has 25 goals
and 11 assists in all competitions.

Heading into the final day of
the season, City are two points
ahead of Arsenal and should Pep
Guardiola’s side lift the title,
Foden will become the youngest
player ever to have won six Pre-
mier League trophies.

“To win this award is an
achievement that I am extremely
proud of,” said Foden. “The Pre-
mier League is acknowledged as
the greatest league in the world,
and it is a pleasure to have been
nominated with so many other
great players who have all en-
joyed special seasons for their
clubs.”

Only Erling Haaland (27) has

scored more league goals than
Foden for City, who will secure a
record fourth straight title if they
beat West Ham on Sunday. 

“Overall, I’ve been very happy
with the way I have played this
season and really pleased that I
have been able to contribute with
the goals and assists throughout

the season,” Foden added.
“I’d like to thank all of the City

staff, coaches and especially my
team-mates because without
them this wouldn’t be possible.
And I would also like to take this
opportunity to thank everyone
who voted for me as the award
means a lot.”

Foden topped an eight-man
shortlist which also included Er-
ling Haaland, Alexander Isak,
Martin Odegaard, Cole Palmer,
Declan Rice, Virgil van Dijk and
Ollie Watkins.

City players have now won the
award five years in a row as
Foden joins Ruben Dias, Haaland

and two-time winner Kevin De
Bruyne in winning the prize.

The last player not from City
to win the award was Liverpool’s
Van Dijk in the 2018-19 season.

England international Foden
also won the Football Writers’
Association’s player of the year
award earlier this month.
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Dead Sea, Jordan - Nasser Saleh
al Attiyah and Giovanni Bernac-
chini finished the Jordan Rally in
cruise control to kick-start the
defence of the Qatari’s regional
rally championship title at the
Dead Sea on Saturday.

On the 233rd event in the his-
tory of the FIA Middle East Rally
Championship (MERC), Al At-
tiyah claimed his 85th career vic-
tory and a record-breaking 16th in
Jordan since 2003. His Autotek
Motorsport-prepared Škoda
Fabia RS never missed a beat and
he was able to try out different
suspension settings over the
closing stages on his way to a
winning margin of 5min 31.6sec
on his first appearance in the new
car. Bernacchini duly claimed his
fifth victory in Jordan with Al At-
tiyah and his first since 2014. A
26th MERC success moved the
Italian ahead of Chris Patterson
into an outright third in the MERC
Co-drivers’ Hall of Fame for most
wins behind Ronan Morgan (41)
and Mathieu Baumel (32).

Defending champion Abdullah
al Rawahi of Oman, teaming up
with local codriver Ata al Hmoud,
led in his Škoda Fabia after two
stages on Friday, but suffered ra-
diator and engine damage after
an accident on the first pass

through the Baptism Site stage
and was unable start the final day.

Al Attiyah, who claimed a
clean sweep of eight stage wins
on Saturday, said: “I am really so
happy to win here in Jordan. It is
my favourite race. It is the most
difficult race in the Middle East.
To come back strong with the
new car, we learn a lot. Thanks to
the team and the organisation.
They always make this rally
strong. To win 16 times here is
amazing. Lebanon is a different

race and we need to be clever
there as well.”

Abdulaziz al Kuwari is now
tackling a full programme of
MERC events in a QMMF-
backed Škoda Fabia and second
place to add to the fourth he
achieved on his home event
means the Qatari is the new
leader of the regional champi-
onship. Briton Marshall Clarke
was his co-driver on this occa-
sion. A puncture and subsequent
tyre change was the only real

issue for the duo after a polished
performance.

Shaker Jweihan delighted
home fans with the final place on
the podium: he and Lebanese co-
driver Carlos Hanna dominated
the MERC2 category from start-
to-finish and the Mitsubishi
driver claimed a second maxi-
mum haul of points towards the
championship’s secondary cate-
gory. Jweihan also moved into
second place in the Drivers’
Championship behind Al Kuwari.

Rome, Italy - Chilean 21st seed
Nicolas Jarry outclassed Amer-
ican Tommy Paul 6-3 6-7(3) 6-
3 to reach the Italian Open on
Friday as former champion
Alexander Zverev recovered
from a slow start to beat Chilean
Alejandro Tabilo 1-6 7-6(4) 6-2.

Jarry produced relentless
power from the baseline, hitting

13 aces and 35 winners to reach
his first ATP Masters 1000 final
in two hours and 44 minutes.

Jarry took a 5-3 lead in the
opener, relying on his service
before closing out the set with a
brilliant ace. 

Paul, the 14th seed, refused
to go quietly in the second, peg-
ging back the Chilean’s 4-2 lead

to force a tiebreak, which the
American won to take the
match to a decider.

Jarry started the third
strongly and opened a 5-2 lead,
winning 13 points at the net be-
fore securing victory when a
Paul backhand went wide.

Earlier on Friday, Zverev, who
won the title in 2017 and

reached the final the following
year, looked in real danger when
29th seed Tabilo raced away
with the opening set.

The 26-year-old, who beat
world number one Novak
Djokovic in the third round, was
playing in his first ATP Masters
1000 semi-final, but did not look
fazed as he broke Zverev twice

in the first set.
Tabilo won five games in a

row in taking the opener, but
the second was much closer.
The Chilean did force the only
break point of the set, but
Zverev held and went on to win
the tiebreak.

German Zverev raised his
game in the deciding set, break-
ing twice, and was never threat-
ened again en route to his first
final of the year.

Imola, Italy - Italy’s Kimi Antonelli
has shown ‘metronomic pace’ in
testing with Mercedes, the
team’s technical director James
Allison said on Friday after Lewis
Hamilton endorsed the 17-year-
old to replace him next year.

Hamilton is moving to Ferrari
and Mercedes’ protege Antonelli
is a candidate to take the seven-
times world champion’s place
alongside George Russell despite
his lack of experience.

Asked at the Emilia Romagna
Grand Prix how Antonelli’s re-
cent test in an older car had
gone, Allison said the engineers
had spoken highly of the young-
ster who is currently competing
in Formula Two.

“Just a young, enthusiastic
driver, very, very fast, metro-
nomic in his pace. Has not been
in an F1 car until recently, but
made it look like he’d been in one
for ages within a lap or two,” said
Allison.

“He came at this generation of
cars, the ground effect cars, with
an open mind. Yeah, he feels all
the same things that you’d ex-
pect him to feel. 

“But he’s not sort of polluted
by the previous cars.

“So he just takes them as they
are and tells us what he is feeling

as weaknesses and strengths.
And lets the engineers work to
try to improve those things. But
he looks like a very promising
young driver.”

Hamilton said on Thursday he
would take a gamble on the Ital-
ian, if it were his call.

“Honestly, I have no idea what
(team boss) Toto (Wolff)’s plans
are but I think, for me, taking on
a youngster would be...if it was
my job, if it was my role...I’d
probably take on Kimi,” he said.

Hamilton made his Formula
One debut at McLaren in 2007
at the age of 22, the most suc-
cessful driver in the history of the
sport finishing on the podium in
his first race in Australia.

Red Bull’s triple world cham-
pion Max Verstappen debuted at
the age of 17 in 2015.

Al Attiyah romps to Jordan Rally victory as
accident forces Al Rawahi to retire early

Nicolas Jarry celebrates after his victory against Tommy Paul

Kimi Antonelli

Phil Foden 

PHIL, THE BEAT OF
MAN CITY 

Jarry to meet Zverev in Italian Open final 

Foden voted Premier
League player of the season

Antonelli showing ‘metronomic
pace’ in testing with Mercedes 

Milan, Italy - Juventus sacked
coach Massimiliano Allegri
over his behaviour during and
after this week’s Coppa Italia
final in which he was sent off,
the Italian Serie A club said on
Friday.

Juventus beat Atalanta 1-0
to win a record-extending 15th
Coppa Italia on Wednesday,
their first trophy in three
years.

Allegri was sent off to-
wards the end of the game for
his fierce protests over refer-
eeing decisions.

After the game, the 56-
year-old clashed with match
officials, Juventus staff and a
newspaper director, Italian
media reported.

“Juventus announces that it
has relieved Massimiliano Al-
legri of his position as head
coach of the men’s first team,”
the club said in a statement.

“The dismissal follows cer-
tain behaviour during and
after the Coppa Italia final that

the club deemed incompatible
with the values of Juventus
and the behaviour that those
who represent it should have.”

The Italian football federa-
tion is looking into the events
during the Cup final.

“We can confirm that an
investigation on incident
(that) happened during the
Coppa Italia Final, in which ...
Allegri and Tuttosport news-
paper’s director Guido Vaci-
ago were involved, is in due
course amongst the FIGC’s
Prosecutor Office,” FIGC said
in a statement sent to Reuters.

Allegri first became the
Turin club’s coach in 2014 and
led the team for five seasons,
before returning in 2021 after
taking two years away from
management.

During his first spell, Juve
won five consecutive Serie A
titles and four Italian Cups.

They also finished as Cham-
pions League runners-up twice
in 2014-15 and 2016-17.

Massimiliano Allegri 

Oman’s Abdullah al Rawahi led in his Škoda Fabia after two stages on Friday, but suffered radiator and engine

damage after an accident on the first pass through the Baptism Site stage and could not start the final day 

Overall, I’ve been very happy with
the way I have played this season
and really pleased that I have been
able to contribute with the goals
and assists throughout the season
PHIL FODEN 

Juve fire coach
Allegri for 
misbehaviour 

He (Antonelli) has
not been in an F1
car until recently,
but made it look
like he’d been in one
for ages within a lap
or two 
JAMES ALLISON



Mumbai, India - On a bittersweet
evening for Mumbai Indians (MI)
fans at the Wankhede Stadium, a
high-octane Rohit Sharma fifty
gave them something to be
happy about, but they also saw
their side slump to their tenth de-
feat of the season to finish bot-
tom of the points table.

The victors, Lucknow Super
Giants (LSG), too, were left with
a what-could-have-been feeling
as their seventh win of the season
took them to the important land-
mark of 14 points, but a straggling
net run-rate of -0.667 left them
just outside the top four. In any

case, despite scoring 214 batting
first, LSG needed an impossible
margin of victory to get their NRR
where it would have been useful.

On the night, it was Nicholas
Pooran who rescued LSG from a
familiar situation. With their top
order struggling again, his 29-ball
75 brought life to a sluggish in-
nings against an inexperienced
MI attack that played without
Jasprit Bumrah, Arjun Tendulkar
his replacement.

MI began the chase in dazzling
fashion on the back of Rohit’s
barrage of boundaries on either
side of a short rain delay, but they

slid from 88 for no loss to 120 for
5 in the middle overs, effectively
ending their chances of putting
up a realistic fight.

The result meant MI, under
new captain Hardik Pandya, fin-
ished last for the second time in
three seasons. LSG will end up
missing the playoffs for the first
time in their three-season history.

LSG gave Devdutt Padikkal
another go this season at the top.
But he finished the way he had
started, with a duck.

Nuwan Thushara got the new
ball to sling into Padikkal, and
Tendulkar too troubled No. 3
Marcus Stoinis early with the
swinging delivery. Piyush Chawla
also kept LSG quiet enough to
prise out Stoinis and Deepak
Hooda in quick succession, and

at 69 for 3 in the tenth over, LSG’s
innings was moving without di-
rection.

But Pooran changed that, even
masking KL Rahul’s inability to
get quick runs. As Rahul moved
to only 40 in his first 33 balls,
Pooran bashed 22 runs off An-
shul Kamboj’s 12th over, and then
hit consecutive sixes off Hardik in
the 13th.

He saved his best for the 14th
when Tendulkar’s first two balls
went for 12, and after an injury
forced the bowler to leave the
field, replacement bowler Naman
Dhir got pummelled for two
sixes. That over went for 29.

Not all of Pooran’s shots were
pretty, but he rode his luck. Even
though he and Rahul fell as part
of three wickets in three balls,

their partnership and the late as-
sault from Ayush Badoni (22 in
ten balls) gave LSG 214 for 6.

Rohit came into the match
with scores of 6, 8, 4, 11, 4 and 19.
Among India’s batters for the
T20 World Cup, he was the most
out of form. But, on his way out of
the season, Rohit batted the way
he was expected to when cap-
taincy was taken away from him
at the start of IPL 2024.

But MI and Rohit found them-
selves in a squeeze as the LSG
spinners came on. Krunal Pandya
and Ravi Bishnoi, occasional
boundaries aside, made an im-
pact with tidy spells to slow MI
down. The two of them also took
sharp outfield catches to help
LSG’s cause.

After holding on to a spectac-
ular sliding catch at long-off to
dismiss Brevis in the ninth over
off Naveen, Krunal got Suryaku-
mar Yadav sweeping to deep
third for a three-ball duck in the
tenth over. Bishnoi, who took the
tough juggling catch for that
Suryakumar dismissal, then had
Rohit slicing to Mohsin at short
third in the 11th.

Hardik couldn’t do much, and
Nehal Wadhera then became
Bishnoi’s second victim. 
ESPNCricinfo

Lucknow fail to make playoffs
despite Pooran-inspired win 
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Mumbai, India - Five-time
champions Mumbai Indians
finished their woeful season
with yet another defeat on Fri-
day, with captain Hardik
Pandya’s own performance a
reflection of their struggles in
the Indian Premier League
(IPL).

Mumbai are one of the two
teams to have won five IPL ti-
tles, all of them under Rohit
Sharma, who was replaced by
all-rounder Pandya in a shock
leadership change this year.

As the team hurtled from
one defeat to another, fans
started booing Pandya, who
led Gujarat Titans in the last
two seasons, even in their
home matches at the
Wankhede Stadium. Pandya,
who is expected to play a key
role in India’s T20 World Cup
campaign next month as the
team’s preferred seam-bowl-
ing all-rounder, finished the IPL
season with 216 runs at an av-
erage of 18 and 11 wickets.

The 30-year-old was jeered
again on Friday as Mumbai
signed off their campaign with
their 10th loss to finish at the
bottom of the 10-team league.

“It wasn’t great hearing all
the boos,” Mumbai Indians
head coach Mark Boucher
said. “I felt sorry for Hardik...
It’s never nice to go through

something like that. So yeah,
there are certain things we
need to address. And we are
going to address them.”

Pandya’s uninspiring cap-
taincy also drew criticism,
which, Boucher said, might
have affected the all-rounder.

“I think that if (Pandya) was
here, he’d also be disappointed
in his performances,” he said.

“From a captain’s perspec-
tive, I thought he had some
good games. There’s a lot of
stuff going on around him that
maybe clouded his thoughts
every now and again, which I
said is tough for him as a
leader as well.”

Pandya will miss the first
match next season, regardless
of which team he represents,
after Mumbai’s slow over rate
on Friday, third such offence
this year, earned him a one-
match suspension.

Speculation is rife that India
captain Rohit would move to a
new franchise. Boucher did not
provide any clarity. “To be
honest, there hasn’t been
many conversations about
Rohit’s future,” the South
African said. “For me, he is the
master of his own destiny. It’s
a big auction next season, who
knows what’s going to hap-
pen? We’ll just have to take
each day as it comes.”

Nicholas Pooran’s 29-ball 75 was the key to Lucknow Super Giants’ victory against Mumbai Indians

CLASSIFIEDS 

Hardik Pandya

Pandya’s misery sums 
up Mumbai Indians’
woeful IPL campaign 
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



 



SUNRISERS
HYDERABAD 

VS

PUNJAB KINGS

MATCH 69

TODAYS MATCHES

2 PM

KOLKATA 
KNIGHT RIDERS

VS

RAJASTHAN ROYALS

MATCH 70

6 PM

Mumbai finish bottom
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Hubert Vaz

Mental health is a favourite sub-
ject of artists – from anxiety
and depression to paranoia

and schizophrenia, a range of themes
have often found their way on canvases,
sculptures and multi-dimensional art-
works in solo and group exhibitions the
world over… The relationship between
narcissism and creativity, however, is a
rare phenomenon which has inspired in-
teresting debates for decades.

While narcissism is sometimes con-
sidered a by-product of creative talent
(as artists often get so absorbed in soli-
tude that it gives off vibes of narcissistic
behaviour), narcissist personality traits
involving grandiose self-views and supe-
riority tend to link it with creativity. This

relationship between narcissism and
creativity currently attracts much aca-
demic attention and is gaining ground in
the psychological field.

Shima Amia, an Iranian ceramic
sculptor in Oman, has now pulled out a
rabbit from her own hat in this regard
with her solo exhibition – Monsters are
Beautiful – dealing with narcissism. The
exhibition, curated by Javid Ramezani,
art critic, opens at Stal Gallery today

“The theme of my solo exhibition is
about mental health and specifically
about narcissistic personality,” says
Shima, adding that on display will be 17
sculptures and 3 installations, all made
by clay, some of which are fully glazed
and some with just a touch of glaze. She
has been working on this collection for
almost a year and all the works on dis-

play are totally new.
To a query, whether she has experi-

enced how narcissistic personalities
negatively impact the lives of others,
prompting the creation of this collection,
Shima said, “Yes , the idea for this exhi-
bition is born from my personal experi-
ence with a narcissistic personality. And
I decided to share my experience and
story through my art and sculptures with
people, to show how they can affect your
life and other people around them in so
many different aspects - how mental
health is so important.”

She drew attention to the fact that so-
ciety places immense emphasis on su-
perficial appearances. This fixation on
fleeting beauty diminishes the impor-
tance of deeper qualities, fostering a cul-
ture where outward appearance reigns
supreme.

“The narrative of the exhibition ‘Mon-
sters are Beautiful’ is the voice of pain,
defeat, and the reflection of the suffering
of those who have fallen into the trap of
their own narcissism, lies, and
hypocrisy,” she said, explaining, “My
works are divided into two categories,
one includes individuals who have been
influenced by these people and the other
consists of the narcissistic individuals
themselves.”

The message through this exhibition
for those who are victims of narcissistic
abuse is, that they are not alone, and no
matter how difficult and painful the rela-
tionship with them may be, in the end,
we are the ones who can save ourselves
and transform our pain into awareness
and light.

SOLO EXHIBITION

How easy or difficult 
was it to deal with this
theme through artistic
expression?
It was not easy. It was full of
emotions, pain, suffering and
sometimes even tears.

Do all exhibits reveal
pain, anguish or is there
any brighter side?
No. The exhibition is divided
into two parts. One part shows
pain and anguish and the other
depicts light, finding liberation,
salvation and hope.

Have you dealt with 
similar themes before?
No, this is totally a new idea and
collection.

Will the negative 
expressions in the
exhibits deter buyers?
I don’t think so. I can’t say they
are negative as I tried to show
different aspects of all emotions
- happiness, sadness, bright-
ness, darkness, love, hate, hope,
liberations, strength. So, it de-
pends on what draws each per-
son. I believe, in the end, light
will be a winner not darkness.

How do you justify 
the contradiction in 
the title?
I chose this title to show that
the beauty of monsters tend to
make us blind, to forget what
the horrible person can be be-
hind the beautiful mask. Often
the beauty of appearance pre-
vents us from going deeper to
see the reality.

It depends what
draws you…

For the first time in Oman, a solo
exhibition by ceramic artist Shima Amia
on the theme of narcissism is being 
held at Stal Gallery - opening 
today (May 19) evening. 
Enter at your own peril...



Anirban Ray

A
s one steps into a realm of vi-
brant colours and imaginative
landscapes at an art exhibition
showcasing masterpieces by
children along with their men-
tors, the urge to express love

for mother Earth looms large…
The little strokes of childhood innocence,

however, bring forth a more serious message for
the world - about the essence of our natural en-
vironment, its beauty, fragility, and the urgent
need for conserving it at all costs. With creativ-
ity depicting the plight of lush green forests as
well as crystal-clear oceans teeming with
colourful life, the young artists have presented
a collective call for action. 

In an endeavour to empower young talents
with special needs, foster global understanding,
and raise awareness about the United Nations'
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), an ini-
tiative led by Madeleine ImKey, in collaboration
with the French Academic Society Arts-Sci-
ences-Lettres, unfolded in Oman last week.

Established in 1915, the Academic Society
Arts-Sciences-Lettres, headquartered in Paris,
France, is dedicated to promoting artists, schol-
ars, and scientists worldwide.

Entitled 'Bridging Nations with Intercultural-
ity, Inclusivity, and SDGs,' the event, proudly
sponsored by Oxy Oman, marked a historic
milestone as the Academy's first international
cultural endeavor outside France in its 109-year
legacy, showcasing Oman's global cultural sig-
nificance.

Under Madeleine ImKey's guidance, the ini-
tiative united 17 children and young adults with
special needs and skills, each bringing forth
unique talents and backgrounds. Over three im-
mersive days, these participants collaborated
with 17 seasoned Omani artists and interna-
tional artists based in Oman, infusing their cre-
ations with inspiration drawn from the 17 SDGs
from the United Nations.

The pairs were selected at the opening cere-
mony by the chief guest, H H Sayyid Dr Kamil
Fahad al Said, held at the Kempinski Hotel. In his
statement, H H Sayyid Kamil hailed the innova-
tive approach of the initiative, emphasising its
role in showcasing diverse talents and promot-
ing inclusivity within society.

The enriching workshops held at the Music
Palace in Al Mouj provided a platform for artistic
expression and cultural exchange. The work-
shops culminated in an award ceremony at the
French Embassy, where 17 artworks created
during the workshops were celebrated. Two
standout creations received official gold and sil-
ver medals from the French Academy, recognis-
ing their exceptional contributions to promoting
interculturality and the SDGs. The ceremony
was held under the auspices of H E Veronique
Aulagnon, who immediately embraced the pro-
ject when approached by Madeleine.

In her visionary speech, H E Aulagnon em-
phasised the vital role of culture in promoting
cooperation, highlighting France's strong contri-
bution to cultural exchange and the ambas-
sador’s dedication to fostering cultural
understanding and strengthening international
relations through initiatives like Madeleine
ImKey’s.

The grand closing ceremony occurred at
Muscat International Airport on Thursday,
marking the public unveiling of the paintings in
this iconic venue. Amidst the event's ambience,
Maestro Alexey Botvinov's piano performance
enraptured the audience, showcasing his unpar-
alleled skill as a contemporary interpreter of
Rachmaninov's compositions. The airport expe-
rienced a momentous occasion as it welcomed
such a distinguished pianist to its midst for the

first time in Oman, adding a touch of grandeur
and cultural enrichment to its ambiance.

Following the closing event, the 17 art
pieces were transported to the Kempinski
Hotel for a two-week exhibition, currently un-
derway. Subsequently, the artworks will be
showcased in various locations across Oman,
beginning with the Royal Opera House Mus-
cat, The National Museum, and the Diplo-
matic Club. Finally, they will return to Muscat
Airport, serving as a testament to Oman's cul-
tural dedication to the SDGs and inclusivity for
international visitors.

Madeleine's inspiration for the initiative
struck after she received an award for her
earthly-baroque inspired art in Paris last year.
Reflecting on this, she recounted, "Upon my re-
turn to Oman in December, the idea to launch
this project took hold. Following my participa-
tion in an exhibition at COP 28 in Dubai, I felt
compelled to reconnect with like-minded indi-
viduals in Oman. 

“In December '23, we hosted a dinner in
Muscat for a delegation from Switzerland and
Oman, during which I had the opportunity to
meet a doctor specialised in genetic diseases,
shedding light on the high prevalence of such ill-
nesses in Oman. At that moment, I knew an ac-
tion had to be taken. It was a deep, profound
realisation. I started planning the Bridging Na-
tions initiative immediately, driven by my
willpower and strong vision.”

She also shared that she had resided in Oman
for a brief six-month period in 2019. During this
time, she deeply connected with the soul,
beauty, and hospitality of the Omani people, as
well as the abundance of talent deserving inter-
national recognition.

"I am profoundly grateful to our sponsor, Oxy
Oman, and to the numerous volunteers, individ-
uals, and supporting institutions who immedi-
ately embraced my vision and spared no effort
to ensure the success of this event in such a
short timeframe," she said.

H H Sayyid Dr Kamil Fahad Mahmood al
Said, secretary general in the General Secre-
tariat for the Council of Ministers said, “As the
chief guest at the launch of the ‘Bridging Nations
with Interculturality, Inclusivity, and SDGs’ ini-
tiative, I am thrilled to witness a landmark mo-
ment in cultural collaboration hosted in Muscat,
Sultanate of Oman. The involvement of the ven-
erable 109-year-old Academic Society Arts-Sci-
ences-Lettres from France, known for
promoting excellence in the arts and sciences,
significantly enriches this initiative.

“This partnership not only highlights the
global significance of Oman's cultural scene but
also showcases the transformative power of art
in bridging diverse cultures and fostering inclu-
sivity. I am particularly inspired by the innova-
tive approach of this initiative, which pairs
children and young adults with special needs
alongside seasoned Omani artists. Together,
they are creating paintings that draw inspiration
from the 17 Sustainable Development Goals. 

Abdullah, one of the participants of the event
who has been mentored by Elizabeth Davis, a
veteran artist in Oman, said, “It has been a great
experience being a part of this event and we
have been number seven in rank. Our topic has
been clean energy and I enjoyed being mentored
by Elizabeth madam. This has inspired me, and
I shall do more in the near future.”

Fernand Girard, president of the Academic
Society Arts-Sciences-Lettres, added, “Art
unites people, and this is such a great opportu-
nity for the world to know one another. This is
the first time that such an event is happening
beyond France and the response has been great
with 17 incredible paintings from these children
and their mentors.” 
(Read full story online)
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BRIDGING NATIONS

SEVENTEEN YOUNG TALENTS ILLUMINATE ENVIRONMENTAL
CONCERNS WITH VIBRANT ARTISTRY AT THE BRIDGING NATIONS

INITIATIVE IN OMAN

In December '23, I met a doctor specialised in 
genetic diseases, shedding light on the high prevalence
of such illnesses in Oman. At that moment, I started
planning the Bridging Nations initiative.
MADELEINE IMKEY
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