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OMAN AFFIRMS

SOLIDARITY WITH
PALESTINE AT ICJ

The Hague, Netherlands -
Oman has reaffirmed its
support for the Palestinian
people's right to self-
determination and the
establishment of a
sovereign Palestinian state
with East Jerusalem as its
capital.

This was detailed in a
written plea submitted by
the Government of Oman
to the International Court
of Justice (ICJ) in The
Hague, Netherlands. This
action follows the United
Nations General
Assembly's resolution
passed on December 30,
2022, which sought an
advisory opinion from the
court on the implications
of Israel's persistent
violations against the
Palestinian people's right
to self-determination.

Oman's financial system
resilient: CBO

Expected better performance
from boys: Mendis

Date harvest season tabseel
in progress

Oman agrees to channel Iraqi debt payments to Iran

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Oman has agreed to act as a
conduit for the transfer of debt
owed by Iraq to Iran. In a signifi-
cant move, the US has allowed
Iran to receive payments for its
energy exports to Irag, providing
the sanction-stricken nation a
much-needed economic respite.

The US Department of State
stated on Monday that even

though sanctions would remain
in place, Iran will receive hun-
dreds of millions of dollars from
Iraq for the energy products it
has sold to its neighbour.
According to Reuters, in June,
Iraqg agreed to pay about
US$2.76bn in gas and electricity
debt to Iran after receiving a
sanctions waiver from the US.
At a news briefing in Wash-
ington, State Department
Spokesperson Matthew Miller

Matthew Miller

confirmed that Oman will man-
age the account, in which Irag
would deposit the money, while

Iran would be able to use it, with
some restrictions.

Also on Monday, a
spokesperson for the Iranian
Foreign Ministry said Oman and
Qatar had agreed to manage the
proposed transactions.

Asked to confirm the Iranian
official’s claim, Miller said, “l can
confirm that Oman has indicat-
ed willingness to receive a porti-
on of those funds and we believe
that it's an important step.

“It's important to get that
money out of Irag because it's a
source of leverage that Iran uses
against its neighbour.”

Explaining further, Miller said
this money will be held in a fund
or an account in Oman, but will
still be subject to the same re-
strictions that were in place.

The money, he added, can
only be used for “non-sanction-
able activities such as humani-
tarian assistance” and that all

the transactions need to be ap-
proved by the US Treasury De-
partment in advance.

Due to decades of conflict
and sanctions, Iraq is dependent
on imports from Iran for a lot of
its gas needs.

However, US sanctions on
Iranian oil and gas have ham-
pered Irag's payments for im-
ports, putting it in heavy arrears
and leading Iran to retaliate by
cutting gas flows regularly.

Sharp decline in
low-wage Omani workers

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The private sector in Oman has
witnessed a sharp drop in the
number of low-wage Omani
workers this year, as employees
increasingly seek better-paying
job opportunities in a growing
economy.

Data released by the National
Centre for Statistics and Infor-
mation (NCSI) indicated that the
number of Omanis earning be-
tween RO325-RO400 and regis-
tered with the Public Authority
for Social Insurance (PASD
sharply fell by 18.4% this year,
declining from 88,911 in Decem-
ber 2022 t0 72,553 in June 2023.

On the other hand, the num-
ber of Omani workers in the
RO400-RO500 salary
bracket remained relatively sta-
ble, with around 50,200 workers
recorded in June 2023, similar to
figures from six months ago.

The NCSI data showed a shift
in the distribution of workers
across various salary groups, no-
tably with a substantial increase
in the number of Omani workers
earning monthly salaries exceed-

ing RO500.
In particular, the number of
Omanis  earning  between

RO500-RO600 saw a notable
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growth of 7.7%, rising to 38,364
in June 2023 from 35,615 in De-
cember 2022. However, the data
indicated no significant changes
in the number of Omani workers
earning  between RO600-
RO1,000.
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The number of Omani work-
ers earning between RO1,000-
RO2,000 witnessed a 5%
increase, reaching 37,079 in
June 2023 compared to 35,290
recorded in December 2022.
Additionally, those earning be-
tween RO2,000-R0O2,500 to-
taled 7,349, representing a 5.9%
increase from the 6,942 reported
six months ago.

Moreover, the number of
Omanis holding higher-level po-

sitions in the private sector, earn-
ing more than RO2,500 in
monthly salaries, grew by 6.5%
to 14,825 in June 2023 from
13,923 registered with PASI in
December 2022.

The decline in lower wage
bracket Omani workers and the
growing number of better-paid
positions in the private sector
suggest a potential improvement
in the sultanate’s job market.
Continued on

Royal Court
Affairs
embraces EVs
in push for
clean energy

Muscat - With the blessings of
His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin
Tarik, Royal Court Affairs has
begun implementation of a signif-
icant sustainability initiative. The
organisation is taking its first
steps towards adopting electric
vehicles (EVs) in alignment with
Oman's zero- emissions strategy
and commitment to clean energy
transportation.

Nasr bin Hamoud al Kindi,
Secretary-General of Royal Court
Affairs, confirmed that this shift
to EVs mirrors the Royal direc-
tives of His Majesty the Sultan,
who emphasises the importance
of clean energy. It has positive
impacts on both the environment
and society.

According to Kindi, this meas-
ure keeps pace with global trans-
portation trends, aiming to
significantly cut carbon emis-
sions and the consumption of
fossil fuels.

Kindi explained that the tran-
sition to EVs will be a gradual
process, subject to ongoing mon-
itoring and evaluation. He also
noted the Royal Court Affairs'
plans to instal a series of EV
charging points within its units.
“This proactive approach will en-
sure seamless integration of the
vehicles into various work sites
and cater to the organisation's
operational needs.”

MHT wins ‘Fastest Growing
Tourism Board’ award in India

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Heritage and
Tourism (MHT) won the 'Fastest
Growing Tourism Board' cate-
gory at the India Travel Awards
2023 held in New Delhion Tues-
day.

The award was received by
Asmaa bint Salim al Hajri, Assis-
tant Director General of Tourism
Promotion at MHT. Currently,
Asmaa is spearheading the min-
istry's delegation in a promo-
tional road show across India,
visiting four cities: Delhi, Jaipur,
Kolkata and Mumbai.

Accepting the award, Asmaa
expressed pride, noting that the
recognition is an achievement for
the sultanate. "This award mir-
rors the advancements made in
our tourism sector, and the tire-
less promotional efforts made by
the ministry to attract tourists
from around the world," she said.

She described the award as
motivation for MHT to persist in
showcasing Oman as a distin-
guished tourist destination in
global markets.

The India Travel Awards

ASMAA BINT SALIM AL HAJRI

recognise and celebrate the ac-
complishments of companies
and organisations in the global
travel and hospitality industry.
These awards are unique in their
reliance on online voting by

major tourism sector companies
in India, backed by the Indian
Ministry of Tourism.

Last year, Oman welcomed
355,459 visitors from India,
marking a significant increase

from 106,042 visitors in 2021.
This surge positions India as the
second most important source
market for Oman's tourism in-
dustry, accounting for 12.2% of
all tourists to the sultanate, just
behind the GCC countries.

In the road show - ending in
Mumbai on July 31 - specialists
from MHT are conducting
meetings with leading figures in
the tourism industry, including
travel agents and tour opera-
tors, with the objective of in-
creasing the number of tourists
from India and discussing coop-
eration opportunities to attract
the desired demographic,
thereby promoting Oman's
tourism facilities.

These meetings also enable
MHT to liaise with partners in
promising tourism source mar-
kets. The ministry seeks to up-
date them on developments in
Oman's tourism sector and so-
licit their suggestions to amplify
inbound tourism. Furthermore, it
aims to highlight the sultanate's
newest destinations and proj-
ects, offering an exceptional
tourism experience for visitors
from India.

MHUP launches architectural map
competition for social housing

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Housing and
Urban Planning (MHUP) has
launched an architectural map
competition, aiming to promote
community involvement in social
housing sector projects.

The competition intends to
provide modern architectural
maps for citizens under the hous-
ing assistance programme, which
in turn will improve the efficiency
of the programme's housing de-
signs. The contest encourages
the involvement of consultants
and specialised architectural de-
sign offices to serve the social
housing sector.

Faisal bin Rabie al Farsi, Acting

Director of Design and Quantities
Department, stated that entries
must be distinctive, innovative
and sustainable, and should not
be adapted from other designs.

The competition comprises
two stages. The first stage entails
participants providing a brief
idea, a three-dimensional per-
spective, and horizontal and ver-
tical projections. Additionally,
they are required to submit an es-
timated construction cost.

The second stage involves
providing detailed structural and
electromechanical maps, a list of
used materials, and an interior
design video. Entries will be as-
sessed based on cost-effective-
ness and feasibility.

Farsi further explained that the

competition demands require-
ments such as flexibility and fu-
ture expansion capabilities in
design, and suitability for all fam-
ily age groups.

He added that the contest is
looking for designs catering to
three categories of beneficiaries
of the social housing programme.
Entries will be evaluated on crite-
ria such as innovation, sustain-
ability, future expandability, and
space utilisation efficiency.

He emphasised that the com-
petition's  outcomes  would
streamline the architectural and
structural map provision process,
saving both effort and time.

The competition's top five
projects will be awarded cash
prizes.
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PDO commits $1.8mn
to community projects

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Committing to new social invest-
ment projects, valued at over
US$1.8mn, Petroleum Develop-
ment Oman (PDO) signed four
memoranda of cooperation tar-
geting public health, education
and transportation safety in the
sultanate on Wednesday.

These projects are geared to-
wards enhancing the welfare of
communities across Oman.

The signing ceremony was
presided over by H E Mohsin bin
Hamad al Hadhrami, Undersec-
retary of Ministry of Energy and
Minerals. He highlighted the
ministry's continuous efforts to
inspire energy companies in
Oman to contribute towards
local community enhancement
projects.

One of the key agreements is
with the Ministry of Health,
under which PDO will finance the
development of a new maternity
and neonatal ward in Bahla Hos-
pital. This addition aims to im-
prove the standard of healthcare
available to the wilayat, reflecting
the growing demand for such
services in Bahla and the broader
Dakhliyah governorate.

In an endeavor to strengthen
the education sector within its
concession areas, PDO has part-
nered with the Ministry of Edu-
cation through two memoranda.
The first involves funding the
construction of extra classrooms
in Al Habbi School in Bahla. The
second agreement supports a
defensive driving training pro-

gramme for school bus drivers
throughout the country in collab-
oration with Royal Oman Police.
The initiative is designed to mit-
igate school bus-related acci-
dents, ensuring the safe
transportation of students to and

from schools.

Another key project includes
a collaboration with Dhahirah
Municipality to partially fund the
establishment of a central
slaughterhouse in Ibri, which will
elevate the governorate's food

(Supplied photo)

safety and hygiene standards.

Steve Phimster, Managing Di-
rector of PDO, stated these
agreements  would  benefit
Omani citizens and align with
PDO's commitment to sustain-
able development and value
maximisation.

Abdul Hameed al Ajmi, Exec-
utive Director of External Affairs
and Value Creation at PDO, em-
phasised that the company ad-
heres to strict criteria when
assessing the viability of pro-
posed projects, ensuring their
potential for maximum commu-
nity benefit.

Special event ‘Return of the
Past’ launched for khareef

Salalah - Dhofar Municipality
launched a special cultural event
titled 'Return of the Past' - a
major highlight of Dhofar Khareef
2023 - in Salalah's Al Hafa area
on Tuesday.

The 'Return of the Past' event
takes inspiration from five dis-
tinct environments of Dhofar. It
puts the spotlight on the gover-
norate's urban, rural, marine,
bedouin and agricultural roots,
providing an immersive journey
through Dhofar's historical and
cultural connections.

The event setup at Al Hafa in-
cludes an art-focused square,
bringing together an array of local
food stalls, heritage markets and
engaging live performances. Vis-

itors can savour authentic Omani
cuisine, explore local artisanal
products and enjoy art show-
cases that reflect Omani culture.

The Dhofar Khareef festival
activities this year are spread
across several locations. Visitors
can enjoy a rich array of cultural
experiences across venues such
as the Salalah, Awgad and Al
Saada parks, and Aten Square,

which will remain open until Au-
gust 31.

A unique 'Children’s City' has
sprung up at Awqgad Park, cater-
ing specifically to young visitors.
The attraction features several
kid-centric installations like a
Smurfs village, a Masha and the
Bear village and a Panda village,
all of which pay tribute to beloved
cartoon characters.

Adding to the line-up of kid-
friendly activities, the festival also
hosts a candy museum, an ice-
skating rink, an Alice in Wonder-
land show, and an assortment of
interactive VR games, ensuring a
memorable and fun-filled experi-
ence for children visiting Dhofar
Khareef 2023.

Muscat Municipality cautions
against improper waste disposal

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Muscat Municipality has issued a
warning against unregulated dis-
posal of construction waste, stat-
ing that offenders face fines of up
to RO1,000.

It is amplifying efforts to mon-
itor waste transportation across
Muscat governorate and has em-
phasised that indiscriminate
waste dumping poses significant
environmental hazards.

The municipality has in-
creased frequency of its aware-
ness campaigns, cautioning cont-
ractors and truck drivers about
the environmental impacts of
waste and the hefty fines they
could incur. These actions fall in
line with the municipality's orders
and laws designed to protect the
environment from damage, espe-
cially from waste mismanage-
ment.

Under local order 1/2006 on
protective health and administra-
tive decision 55/2017, fines have

been put in place for violations.
The municipality also mandates
contractors and property owners
to clean construction sites upon
completion. Approvals and li-
cences for utilities such as elec-
tricity and water will only be
granted once safe waste disposal
has been confirmed.
Administrative decision No
55/2017 has also been enacted
to impose sanctions for violations
of the Muscat Municipality law,
as issued by Royal Decree No
38/2015. Specifically, for envi-
ronmental offences, certain pro-

visions state that anyone found
disposing waste in public spaces,
open squares or wadis will be
fined RO1,000.

Repeat offenders will face a
doubling of the fine, and a dead-
line of one day to transfer the
waste to designated disposal
sites. If the offender fails to re-
move construction or renovation
waste or dumps it on third-party
land or public spaces, they will be
fined RO100. Repeat offences
incur a fine of RO300, with a one-
day deadline to rectify the viola-
tion.
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Jabal Akhdar anticipates bountiful
pomegranate harvest in August

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Jabal  Akhdar,
Dakhliyah are preparing for the
pomegranate harvest season be-
ginning in August.

According to the Department
of Agriculture and Water Re-
sources in the wilayat, the num-
ber of pomegranate trees in the
region exceeds 27,000.

Last year, the pomegranate
crop reached a market value of
RO18.7mn. More than 90% of
the fruit harvested were healthy,
following the implementation of
an effective pest control pro-
gramme by the Ministry of Agri-
culture, Fisheries and Water
Resources (MAFWR).

As part of this initiative, over
42mn beneficial insects were re-
leased during the 2023 season.
This method, a component of the
integrated management of the
pomegranate fruit borer butterfly,
utilises alternative and modern
control techniques.

Omair bin Mohammad al

Farmers in

OMAIR AL FAHDI

Fahdi, head of the Agriculture
Development and Water Re-
sources Department in Jabal
Akhdar, reported that the aver-
age vyield of viable trees was

88.7% in the 2022 season. On
average, each tree produced an
estimated 55 fruits.

Fahdi also noted that in the
upcoming season, a surge in

pomegranate yield is anticipated
due to favourable rain and plenti-
ful water. “The harvest is set to
coincide with the 2023 Jabal
Akhdar Festival, attracting an in-

flux of visitors.”

Jabal Akhdar's pomegranates,
coveted in the Nizwa market and
neighbouring wilayats, have seen
increasing demand over past
seasons. Prices, however, fluctu-
ate based on the season, produc-
tion volume and market demand.

To tackle the pomegranate
pest, MAFWR initiated a pro-
gramme to propagate Tri-
chogramma eggs, a parasite
aiding in pest control. The effort
not only curbed the prevalence of
the fruit pest but also improved
yield and fruit quality.

This programme also devel-
oped a precise system to monitor
pest activity across all the
wilayat's villages through early
detection teams.

The pomegranate harvest
season in Jabal Akhdar not only
enriches the local economy but
also diversifies the governorate's
tourism appeal, Fahdi added.
"Visitors can learn about and par-
take in the pomegranate harvest,
experiencing a unique aspect of
Jabal Akhdar.”

(Supplied photo)

NSA unveils advanced
drone for survey,
exploration works

Muscat - National Survey Au-
thority (NSA), under the Min-
istry of Defence, has announ-
ced the launch of a state-of-
the-art unmanned aerial vehi-
cle (UAV). It is expected to
significantly improve NSA's
capabilities for survey and ex-
ploration operations.

The project aligns with
NSA's vision to keep pace with
international advancements
and changes in the geospatial
field, enabling it to fulfil its na-
tional role effectively.

This technological ad-
vancement reflects NSA's
commitment to bolster topo-
graphic surveys and manage
geospatial data of the sul-
tanate, ONA stated.

The UAV aims to provide
precise aerial images quickly,
ultimately delivering accurate
and up-to-date information
and data sources for various
map updates. Furthermore,
the device will facilitate aerial
photography services for dif-
ferent sectors and offer timely
imaging solutions  during
emergency situations.

1,400 wells to be surveyed
for groundwater salinity

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Agriculture, Fish-
eries and Water Resources
(MAFWR) is executing a project
to assess the groundwater salin-
ity of several wells in the wilayats
of Barka and Musannah in South
Batinah.

The objective is to monitor the
water quality changes in wells sit-
uated along the coast and to un-
derstand the effects triggered by
the interplay of fresh and saltwa-
ter.

Ahmed bin Ibrahim al Esayji,

Director of Water Resources De-
partment in the Directorate Gen-
eral of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Water Resources, South Batinah,
stated that the project aligns with
ongoing efforts to safeguard and
develop water resources, both in
terms of quantity and quality.
"“One of the critical objectives
is to tackle the seawater intrusion
phenomena in coastal areas.”
Esayi elaborated that the
groundwater salinity measure-
ment project, spearheaded by
MAFWR, targets approximately
1,400 wells along the Batinah
coast and the Salalah Plain.

The project intends to regu-
larly monitor the water quality
changes in wells located in these
regions every five years, provid-
ing an insight into the effects in-
duced by the interaction of fresh
and saltwater.

Currently, samples are being
collected from wells in Barka and
Musannah on the Batinah coast.
“The sampling will continue till
the end of this month. The col-
lected data will provide a current
overview and reveal the degree of
saltwater intrusion, following the
specific methodology adopted for
this study.”

Declinein

number of
low-wage

workers

Continued from

The government's Omanisation
efforts to replace expatriate
workers with Omanis is pro-
gressing in earnest and the Min-
istry of Labour has intensified its
efforts to create employment op-
portunities for citizens by train-
ing and equipping them with
additional skills.

Notwithstanding the positive
trends in the medium and higher
salary brackets, the overall total
number of Omanis working in
the private sector, registered
with PASI, witnessed a decline of
3.6%. The data showed a de-
crease from 286,026 in Decem-
ber 2022 to 275,623 as of June
2023.

As per the NCSI figures,
44.5% of Omanis registered
with PASI - as of end of June
2023 - have insured monthly
wages ranging from RO325 to
RO500. Nearly 32% of Omanis
registered with PASI work in
Muscat governorate.

Oman offers two scholarships to Indian students

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Higher Education,
Research and Innovation (Mo-
HERI) has announced two schol-
arships for Indian students for
engineering and business admin-
istration studies.

Students residing in Oman
having a general education

diploma or its equivalent from
one of the schools in the sul-
tanate are eligible. Both the
scholarships are for University of
Technology and Applied Sci-
ences for the academic year
2023/2024.

Registration and admission
will be done directly through the
website of the Higher Education
Admission Centre (www.heac.

gov.om). Students can find fur-
ther information on the website
under the section ‘Omani Pro-
gramme for Cultural and Scien-
tific Cooperation’.

Registration commenced on
July 24 and will continue till Au-
gust 17. The scholarship winners
will be announced on August 24.

According to MoHERI, the
Omani Programme for Cultural

and Scientific Cooperation in-
volves participation with coun-
tries that have a friendly relation
with the sultanate.

The programme provides gra-
nts covering tuition fees of under-
graduate studies for qualified stu-
dents who are residing in Oman
and completed Grade 12 or Year
13 at one of the government or
private schools in the country.
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Oman's financial system resilient: CBO

CBO'’s financial stability report says banks continue to hold ample capital buffers to ‘mitigate potential risks’

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Omani financial system exhib-
ited remarkable resilience to the
heightened volatility and liquidity
stress that permeated a large
part of the global financial sys-
tem.

This was the observation that
the Central Bank of Oman (CBO)
made in its Financial Stability Re-
port (FSR) this year.

The FSR 2023 reaffirmed that
in Oman 'the short-term risks to
financial stability remain muted’
and that the ‘Omani financial
system remains strong and well-
poised to support the economy’.

The 11th edition of the FSR
mentions that since Oman fol-
lows a fixed exchange rate
regime, its policy rate is closely
aligned with the US target federal
funds range. As a result, Oman's

policy rate increased in tandem
with the US Fed's policy rate.
On the health of the banking

sector, the report mentions that
banks continued to hold ample
capital buffers to ‘mitigate po-

tential risks and withstand ad-
verse economic conditions’, and
‘with the upturn in the economy,

the profitability indicators for
banks also improved'. The report
also mentions that the ‘asset

quality of the banking sector re-
mains strong after the imple-
mentation of the exit strategy
from loan deferment scheme’'.

The report also states that the
‘banking system continued to
maintain ample liquidity buffers
and systemic liquidity remained
adequate amid monetary policy
tightening'.

The FSR also presented the
results of the two annual surveys
conducted by CBO ‘Systemic
Risk Survey-2023' and the
‘Credit Conditions Survey-2023'.
The systemic risk survey af-
firmed an improvement in confi-
dence in the Omani financial
system and the credit conditions
survey illustrated that credit con-
ditions in the Sultanate of Oman
are expected to improve in 2023.

The report also recognises the
emergence of new challenges for
financial stability, specifically in

the areas of climate change and
cybersecurity. To address these
challenges, CBO is actively work-
ing on developing policies and
frameworks that promote sus-
tainable financial practices while
ensuring the stability and secu-
rity of the financial system.

The Composite Financial Sta-
bility Indicator (CFSI) of Oman
has revealed positive trends
largely driven by favourable fac-
tors, particularly higher oil prices,
improved debt sustainability and
systemic risk indicators.

Moreover, FSRs are an impor-
tant communication tool by Cen-
tral Banks across the globe to
disseminate information on po-
tential points of distress for fi-
nancial stability.

In Oman, publications of FSR
was made a part of the overall
macro-financial surveillance sys-
tem since 2013.

MSX dips 15 points; trading value rises by 38.6%

Muscat - Muscat Stock Ex-
change (MSX) general index-30
on Wednesday lost 15.2 points,
comprising a drop by 0.32% to
close at 4,767.47 points, com-
pared to the last session, which

stood at 4,782.69 points.
The trading value on
Wednesday stood at

RO1,944,267, comprising a rise

by 38.6%, compared to the last
session, which stood at
RO1,403,074.

The report released by MSX
pointed out that the market value
went down by 0.105% to reach
about RO23.85bn.

The report added that the
value of shares bought by non-
Omani  investors  reached

R0O469,000, comprising
24.14%. The value of shares sold
by non-Omani investors reached
RO287,000, comprising
14.78%. The net non-Omani in-
vestment increased by 9.36% to
RO182,000.

Oman oil price rises
10 cents

Oman's oil price for September
delivery reached US$84.36 on
Wednesday, comprising a rise by
10 cents from Tuesday's price,
which stood at US$84.26.

The average price of Oman
oil's July delivery stabilised at
US$74.94 per barrel, thus
US$8.34 per barrel lower than
June delivery this year.

Performance overview:

came into affect in various stagesin H1
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ing months,

same period of the previous year, 2022,
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UNAUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE PERIOD
ENDED ON 30 JUNE 2023

The Board of Directors of Majan Glass Company SA0G is pleased to present Come
pany’s unaudited financial results for the period ended on 30 June 2023.

Sales revenue amounted to RD 6.355 Million, which remained flat compared to the
Previous Year's Sales of RO &.495 Million. There was a dip in sales wolume given excess
inventory carryover in certain markets driven by excess ordering given supply chain
fsswes in 2022 and expected to correct by Q3 2023,

Exports amounted to 87% of the total sales for the quarter that ended 30 June 2023

The company was exposed to cost headwinds in Q2 2023, given the global price of
Raw materials and Packing materials due to the ongoing geopolitical issues and
higher energy prices.This is expected w sase from Q3 2023 cnwands, given the eas-
ing of the geo-political and energy situation compared to Q4 2022, The company was
able to pass on a significant amount of cost increase to its customers, which fully

2023, depending upon contractual commit-

During the period that ended on 30 June 2023, the company faced some production
constraints due to some unforeseen breakdowns in the plant which adversely af-

fected the production capacity, sales and the bettom line, However, the company has
taken immediate action to address the issue and expects improvements in the com-

The Gross profit amounted to 732 thousand Omani riyals for the period ended on
June 30, 2023, compared 1o a Gross profit of 1,087 thowsand Omanl rivals for the

Met Loss after Tax for the current period amounts to RO 228K as against Met Loss after
Tax of RO 274K for the same period in the previous year, 2022,

Quarter-wise Performance Highlights:

Particulars Q103-23
Sales Million Bottles 79,22
Production Million Bottles 7489

OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS
Sales 2999 3.356
Cost of Gonds Sold (2762
Gross Profit 0,237 0495
Met Profit/(Loss) Before Tax (0.275)
Income Tax  (0.010]) WA
Het Profit/(Loss) After Tax (0L285)
EBITDA  QuOd2 0354

Q2 06-23 Total YTD Tatal ¥ TD

June 2023 June 2022

8225 161.47 176,78

8287 157.76 183.52

- (ALL AMOUNTS ARE IN RO MILLION]

6,355 6495

[2861) (5-623) [3.408)
0.732 1.087

0.067 (OL20E) (QLIEBT)
0020 (QL093)

QOsF (.x28) (0.274)
0.356 0546

Future Qutlook:

ergy and logistics costs.

competitiveness and profitability
Acknowledgement:

thanks and appreciation to His Majesty

of prosperity.

On Behalf of the Board of Directors,

Chairman
Dated:-25 July 2023

The company order book is full for the year's balance as per current customer orders
and prajections. Raw Material rates are stabilizing, given the volatile conditions in en

The demand from specific markets carmying excess inventory from Q4 2022 is return-
ing, further helped by a reduction in global shipping rates. However, caution needs to
be exercised given the rate-tightening cycle happening in economies worldwide,
which could lead te consumers cutting back on spending but should have a minimal
impact on the company, given that most of its SKUs are for daily-use staple products,

The company cantinues 1o focus on new product development to enhance its prod-
uct/category portfolio and market diversification with pasitive results to enhance its

On Behalf of the Board of Directors, | take this opportunity to extend our sincere

Sultan Haitham Bin Tarig Bin Talmour and his

Govermnment for their continuous assistance and generous support extended to the
industry. We pray to the Almighty Allah to bestow His Majesty Sultan Haitham Bin
Tarig Bin Taimour with the best of health and leng life to lead the country to the path

Mohammed Abdullah Mohammed Al-Farsi
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N MAJAN GLASS COMPANY S.A.O.G.

GLASS

P.O Box 17,Postal Code 327, C.R.No:3/19456/6, Sohar Industrial Estate, Sultanate of Oman.
Tel: +968 26751654/5/6, Fax: +968 26751658, E-mail:info@majanglass.com

REPORT OF THE BEOARD OF DIRECTORS ON THE

Statement of Comprehensive Income for Six months
period ended on 30th JUNE 2023 (UNAUDITED):

Sales

Cash Cost of Sales

Cost of Sales - depreciation

Gross Profit / (Loss)

Other income

Expenses

Administration and general expenses
Finance charges

Depreciation

Profit /[Loss) Before Tax

Defered / Income tax for current year

Net Profit / (Loss)

30th June 2023 30th June 2022

Statement of Financial Position as
at 30th June 2023 (UNAUDITED):

ASSETS:

Non-current Assels
Property, Plant & Equipment
Capital work in progress
Fixed Assets

Deferred tax asset

Total Non-current assets
Current Assels
Inventories

Trade & other receivables
Bank balances & cash

Assets held for sale
Total Current assets

Total Assets
Current Liabilities

Term loan / Bank overdraft - current portion

Trade & other payablas
Employees and Directors' Payables

Non-current Liabilities
Term loan

Total Liabilities

Net Assets

Shareholders' equity
Share capital

Statutory reserve
Retained eamings

Total shareholders' equity

Noatas:
1. All amcurits are in RO ‘D005,

RO " D00 RO '000s
6,355 6,495
(5,237 (4,850)
1,118 1,645
(385) (557)
733 1,088
135 42
(881) (1,122)
(1800 (175}
{15) (14)
(208) (181}
(200 (93)
(228) (274)
30th June 2023 30th June 2022
RO DOOs RO 0005
3,900 361
3,900 361
358 a16
4,258 4,227
3847 4,528
3,935 3453
45 42
7827 8023
7827 8,023
12,085 12,250
3,262 3460
4,947 4,508
629 a11
8,838 8,579
233 1.817
24,331 1.817
11,169 10,395
o916 1855
4,202 4,202
1,273 1.273
(4,559) (3.620)
916 1,855

2. Previows year figures are regrouped Srearranged wherever recuired.

3.The complete Finsncial staterments UFtl'vefornparr}lumld'be made svailable to ary
shareholder or interested party on request in Arabic or in English within 7 days from the date of
requast, The request applications can be sent on the above mentionad address.

Oman Cables identifies
50 projects to boost
its sustainability efforts

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Oman Cables has identified 50
projects over the next three
years and dedicated investments
have been approved for 2023,
boosting its sustainability efforts.

Oman Cables Industry (OCD),
the leading manufacturer of en-
ergy cables and innovative serv-
ice provider in Oman, along with
its strategic partner Prysmian
Group, unveiled its vision for a
sustainable future, highlighting
the group's dedication to envi-
ronmental responsibility, social
progress and innovation.

A recently held special event
on ‘Sustainability Day’ brought
together industry leaders from
across the GCC region.

‘The OCl reaffirmed its unwa-
vering commitment to sustain-
able growth and its resolute
alignment with the ambitious
Oman Vision 2040, the group
stated.

Demonstrating their proac-
tive approach, OCI took a pio-
neering step by organising the
event under the theme 'Going
Green, Going Digital’. With sus-
tainability firmly integrated into
its business strategy, the event
served as a powerful platform to
explore innovative pathways to-
wards a greener and digitally
driven future. Through insightful
discussions, experts explored
the latest trends in embracing
sustainable transformation
within the industry.

OCl's dedication to sustain-
ability has been integral to its
growth strategy, leading to the
Climate Change Ambition and
adherence to the Science Based
Target initiatives in 2021.

In the opening address, Cinzia
Fariseé, Oman Cables CEO out-
lined the Environmental, Social
and Governance (ESG) ap-
proach. This was followed by
COO Muhannad al Lawati, who
detailed Oman Cables Climate
Ambition, outlining the organisa-
tion's projects to combat climate
change. The Social Ambition was
illustrated by CSO Giancarlo Es-
posito, with numerous projects
and specific KPIs in term of di-
versity and inclusion.

The last chapter was dedi-
cated to Innovation4Sustainabil-
ity, with an excursus of main
innovation and innovative proj-
ects of a company that recently
established in Oman the Renew-
ables Excellence Centre - solar,

HH DrAdham al
Said highlighted
the key drivers of
sustainability and
explained how
sustainability plays
acrucialrolein
shaping the future
economic develop-
ment of Oman

wind and hydrogen - for the en-
tire region.

The event was graced by HH
Dr Adham al Said as Guest of
Honour. In his address, H H Dr
Said highlighted the key drivers
of sustainability in the sultanate.
His insightful address explained
how sustainability plays a crucial
role in shaping the future eco-
nomic development of Oman.

Cinzia Farisg, CEO, said, “Sus-
tainability is at the heart of our
business strategy and through
innovation, decarbonisation and
customer-centricity, our technol-
ogy plays akey part in the energy
and digital transition processes.

“"We engage stakeholders,
prioritize the entire value chain
and continuously innovate to an-
ticipate Customers' needs. With
a circular economy focus and an
inclusive work environment, we

are committed to driving positive
change. As we align our efforts
with Oman Vision 2040 and the
nation's net-zero emissions goal
by 2050, we are determined to
create a sustainable world that
thrives economically while safe-
guarding our environment for fu-
ture generations.”

OCI aims contribute effec-
tively to the ambitious target of
Prysmian Group: to cut scope 1
and 2 emissions by 47% and
scope 3 emissions by 28% by
2030, compared to baseline of
2079. Long-term goals involve
achieving a 90% reduction in
scope 1and 2 emissions by 2035
and scope 3 emissions by 2050.
The Group is also advancing a
circular economy roadmap, pri-
oritizing sustainable revenue
streams and increasing the use
of recycled content.

Speakers highlighted how OCI
seamlessly integrates sustain-
ability into production processes
across the entire value chain, an-
ticipating customer needs and
fostering stronger supplier col-
laboration to drive continuous in-
novation. As clean energy and
digital infrastructures converge,
OCl is committed to empower-
ing technological advancements
for efficiency, innovation and
progress.

Oman Cables has also set
clear targets to enhance gender
representation in the workforce
and aims to participate effec-
tively to Prysmian Group target
to increase the percentage of
women to 47-49% by 2025 and
50% by 2030.

‘The group is proud of its ESG
plan, which is supported by a
steering committee with leaders
who meet regularly to drive sus-
tainability efforts,’ OCl stated.
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Saudi hunts for critical minerals in energy shift

Dubai, UAE - Saudi state mining
giant Ma'aden and US-based
Ivanhoe Electric have closed a
deal to investigate 48,500sgkm
of under-explored lands in the
Arabian Shield for ‘critical miner-
als’ that are key to powering the
global energy transition.

Surveys could begin as soon
as in September in the new joint
venture, which is worth nearly
US$130mn, reports AGBI.

The Saudi region is under-
stood to be rich in critical miner-
als such as copper, nickel, gold,
silver and possibly lithium.

Lithium is of great interest to
Saudi Arabia as it is a key com-
ponent of EV batteries. The king-
dom wants to develop a
significant industry around elec-
tric vehicles and to produce
500,000 electric cars a year by
2030.

Last month, Australian
startup European Lithium and

» Saudi Arabia wants
lithium to fuel its electric
vehicle ambitions

» Ma'aden and Ivanhoe
Electric to explore for
minerals in Arabian
Shield

» Ma'aden and Saudi PIF
have a fund of up to $3bn
for overseas mining

Saudi Arabia's Obeikan Invest-
ment Group announced a joint
venture to build and operate a
lithium hydroxide refinery in
Saudi Arabia.

A long-term supply agree-
ment has also been signed with
BMW.

The plan builds on an agree-
ment signed in 2021 with EV
Metals Groups to build a battery
chemicals complex in Yanbu In-
dustrial City in Al Madinah.

Refinery ambitions
lonut Lazar, principal consultant
at CRU Consulting, said Saudi
Arabia could play a big part as a
primary processor.

He said the kingdom is con-
sidering development of a large-
scale copper smelter, plus
smelters or refineries for silicon,
aluminium and nickel.

“The kingdom continues to
offer attractive power tariffs and
financial incentives to create in-
dustrial clusters,” Lazar ex-
plained. “These advantages have

attracted market-leading players
to the region.”

Experts believe that while
Saudi Arabia has enough mined
copper to justify smelting facili-
ties, the prospects for critical
mineral refining projects that
would rely on imported material
are less certain.

Christopher Ecclestone,
strategist and principal at Hall-
garten & Company, said Saudi
Arabia might have the funds to
become a player but not yet the
expertise.

“They need to put their
money where their mouth is and
quickly,” he said, referring to a
fund set up by Ma'aden and the
Public Investment Fund earlier
this year to invest in mining as-
sets overseas.

Initially sized at US$50mn,
the fund could grow to over
US$3b, the two parties said in
January.

Fast growing market
Last week, the International En-
ergy Agency (IEA) said the mar-
ket for minerals that help power
electric vehicles, wind turbines,
solar panels and other technolo-
gies key to the clean energy tran-
sition has doubled in size over
the past five years.

It said record deployment of
clean energy technologies is pro-
pelling huge demand for miner-
als such as lithium, cobalt and
nickel.

From 2017 to 2022, demand
for lithium has trebled, while
cobalt (70%) and nickel (40%)
have also gained. The market for
energy transition minerals
reached US$320bn in 2022.

Saudi Arabia sees mining as
central to its Vision 2030 strat-
egy to diversify its economy out-
side of fossil fuels. The kingdom
values its mineral wealth at more
than US$1.3tn.

SME company signs Sharakah
for bill discounting services

Muscat - Muscat based Ticket
Travel & Tourism company has
signed an agreement with
Oman's premier SME develop-
ment company Sharakah to re-
ceive bill discounting solutions.

As per the agreement,
Sharakah will deliver customised
services to meet short term in-
vestment requirements and im-
prove cash flow and business
liquidity. SME company Ticket
Travel & Tourism offers excep-
tional and distinctive travel expe-
riences to its customers.

Sharakah aims to support
Ticket Travel & Tourism by ac-
tively contributing to the realisa-
tion of the company's future
strategies and plans. Addition-
ally, it will leverage partnership
programmes designed to provide
support specifically for small and
medium enterprises, thereby
reaping mutual benefits.

Ali bin Ahmed Mugaibal, CEO
of Sharakah, said, “We recognise
the company'’s potential and are

impressed by the owner's dedi-
cation. The company's inherent
potential, coupled with the com-
mitment we have witnessed, has
raised our expectations for its
prospects. We firmly believe our
bill discounting solutions will
steer the SMEs to grow and eval-
uate their performance.”
Nasser, CEO of Ticket Travel
& Tourism, said, “We are thrilled
and grateful to receive support
from Sharakah, an eminent com-

pany, to facilitate our bill dis-
counting process. Looking ahead
our plans involve focusing on the
inbound market to attract more
tourists to Oman.”

Sharakah's bill discounting
scheme is a 120-day credit pe-
riod, offers a facility for SMEs en-
gaged in providing products or
services to large public or private
sector organisations, allows for
investment amounts ranging
from RO25,000 to RO200,000.
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Master of Business Administration

Master of Education in Educational Technology { Arabic langua ge}
Master of Education in Educational Leadership (Arabic language)
Bachelor of Law {Arabic Iungudge:l

Bachelor of Honours in Business Administration: Tracks of Management,
Accounting, Economics, Markating, Systems

Bachelor of Honours in Information Technolegy and Computing: Tracks of
Infarmational Technology and Computing, Network and Security , Computer
science, Computing with Business

Diplorma in Business Administration, Information Technology and Computing

W Dual certification: Open University-UK and Arab Open University**

¥ A blended learning system that utilizes tutorials, self-leaming and
e-learning

¥ Flexible schedules with merning, evening classes
2 Reasonable tuition fees
2 Fermale student hostel with reasonable fees

¥ * Tracks are offered based on number of applicants
¥ ** For programs accredited by Open University = UK

Interim condensed financial statements
for the six-month period ended
30%* June 2023

EOARD OF DIRECTORS" REPORT

Dear Shareholders,

On behalf of the Board of Directors of Muscat City Desalination
Company SAOG ("MCDC" or the “Company”), | am pleased to
present the Directors’ Report together with the unaudited financial
statements of the Company for the six-month period ended on 30
June 2023

Health, Safety and Environment (HSE)

The HSE performance of the Company to date has been satisfactory,
with no Lost Time Accidents [“LTA"). The cperator entity, Muscat
City Desalination Operations and Maintenance Company LLC
("MCDOMC") has completed 2679 days without any LTA since the
plant’s commercial operations commenced on 19 February 2016.
Similarly, there were no environmental incidents for the same period.

Operations

During the first half of 2023, the Company achieved a lower availability
of 94.43%, as compared to 98.39% during the same period in 2022.
The water dispatch during the first six months of 2023 was 32,696,414
m*, a decrease of 3.97% as compared to 34,050,370 m® during the
same period in 2022. The total forced outage rate for the six-month
pericd ending on 30 June 2023 is 0.11% (30 June 2022: 0.34%).

Financial Results

The Company's revenue for first half of 2023 was RO 9.056 million
whilst the direct operating cost was RO 5.874 million. Accordingly,
the gross profit for the period was RO 3.180 million, which is 1.2%
higher as compared to the corresponding period last year. General
and administrative expenses for the first half of 2023 was RO 0.476
million, which is higher by 12.3% as compared to the correspanding
period last year. Finance costs for the first six months of 2023 was RO
1,409 millien, which is 5.3% higher than the finance costs incurred for
the corresponding period last year.

The Company recorded profit before tax (PBT) of RO 1.297 million
which is 6.1% lower than the PBT for the same period last year.
Owerall, the Company achieved profit after tax of RO 1.092 million for
the pericd as compared to profit after tax of RO 1.163 million for the
corresponding period in 2022.

As at 30 June 2023, the share price of MCDC was 99 Baizas (30 June
2022; 113 Baizas).

Pursuant to the authority granted by the shareholders at the Annual
General Meeting held on 23 March 2023, the Board of Directors, at its
meeting held on 18 April 2023, have reschved the distribution of cash
dividends of value 3.210 baizas per share out of the retained profits
for the period ended 31 December 2022 to the shareholders who are
registered in the Company's register as at 15 May 2023. The dividend
was paid in May 2023.

Corporate Governance

The Board of Directors and Management of the Company believe
in the importance of the intemal contral system. The Company has
a comprehensive system of internal contrals in place. The Company
has periodically carried out comprehensive review of its key internal
policies and procedures in order to ensure its compliance.

The Audit Committes has approved the Intemal Audit Plan for 2023
which will be implemented throughout the year.

Information Security

The Company has developed information technology (*IT") and
security policy and procedures pursuant to the Capital Market
Authority ("CMA") Circular No. E/1/2022 on Information Security
Guidelines for Public Listed Companies. Some enhancements to the
Company's T systems and controls have been implemented, whereas
some longer-term enhancement projects are being implemented.

During the second half of the financial year, assessments of the palicy,
procedures and IT infrastructures will be conducted by consultants
wheo are accredited by the relevant authorities in Oman to ensure that
the company's information security measures are robust, compliant
with regulations, and effectively protect against potential threats and
vulnerabilities.

The Internal Audit Unit will review the implementation of the
enhancement projects with supervision by the Audit Committee.

Future Outlook

All reasonable and prudent measures have been and will continue to
be taken by the Company to ensure high standards of health, safety
and environmental compliance, and to sustain and improve reliability
and availability going forward.

On behalf of the Board of Directors, | would like to extend our utmost
appreciation and gratitude to His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik
bin Taimur Al Said and His Government for their continued suppaort
and encouragement to the private sector by creating an environment
that allows the Company to participate effectively in the growth of
the Sultanate's economy and to contribute in the building of a strong
nation.

Tamer Cankardes
Chairman of the Board

MUSCAT CITY
DESALINATION
COMPANY saoc

é

Unaudited interim condensed statement of
financial position as at 30 June 2023

Unaudited Audited
30 June 31 December
2023 2022
Assats RO'D00s ROV 000s
MNaon-current assets
Property, plant and equipment 80,726 81,973
Lease asset (right of use assets) 232 234
MNon-current portion of fair value of
derivative financial instruments 2,075 2,070
Deferred tax 622 594
Total non-current assets 83,655 84,873
Current assets
Trade and cther receivables 1,941 1,585
Cash and cash equivalents 2,541 2,438
Current portion of fair value of derivative
financial instruments 171 1560
Total current assets 4,653 4,183
Total assets 88,308 89,056
Equity and Liabilities
Equity
Share capital 15,555 15,555
Legal reserve 2,549 2,440
Retained earnings 2,340 1,856
20444 19,851
Hedging Reserve 1,909 1,895
Met Equity 22,353 21,746
MNon-current liabilities
Mon-current portion of term loans 44,525 46,346
Provision for decommissioning obligation 263 254
Deferred tax 6,147 5912
Lease liability - non-current portion 247 249
Sharehclders’ bridge loans 6,984 6,788
Shareholders’ stand-by equity loans 754 754
End-of-service banefits 26 21
Total non-current liabilities 58,946 60,524
Current liabilities
Current portion of term loans 3,652 3,555
Lease liability — current portion 3 3
Shareholders' bridge loans 730 730
Trade and other payables 2,624 2,498
Total current liabilities 7.009 5,784
Total liabilities 65,955 a7.310
Total equity and liabilities 88,308 89,056
Met assets per share (RO) 0.144 0.140

Unaudited condensed statement of profit or loss and other

comprehensive income for the six-month period
ended 30 June 2023

Unaudited  Unaudited
2023 2022
RO'000s RO 000s
Operating revenue 9,056 @155
Operating cost (5,876) (6,014)
Gross profit 3,180 3N
Other income 2 2
Administrative and general expenses (476) 424)
Finance costs (net) (1,409) (1,338)
Profit for the peried before tax 1,297 1,381
Income tax (205) (218)
Profit for the period 1,092 1,163
Other comprehensive income / (loss) for
the period - Items that may be reclassified
subsequently to profit or loss
Changes in fair values of derivative financial 17 4,483
instruments
Deferred tax on changes in fair values of 3) (672)
derivative financial instruments
Other comprehensive income / (loss) for 14 381
the period net of income tax
Total comprehensive income / (loss) for 1,106 4,974 ﬁ
the period F
Earnings per share = basic and diluted 0.007 0.007

Note: The complete accounts will be sent by mail to any shareholder who requests them either in Arabic or English to the

company's address at PO Box: 1935, PC: 114, Muscat, Sultanate of Oman or go to our website www.medcoman.com

OB CRNe
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Bank Muscat's training
programmes for students
this year cross 250 mark

To enhance its leading role in the
development of human re-
sources and contribute to pro-
vide training opportunities for
students of various educational
institutions, Bank Muscat, the
leading financial service provider
in the Sultanate of Oman, has
provided more than 250 training
opportunities for students from
various universities and colleges
since the beginning of this year
2023.

During the internship period,
the students worked closely with
the bank employees in different
departments and branches of the
bank. The training was designed
in sync with the academic pro-
grammes pursued by students
aiming to provide relevant work
experience that will help them in
their respective careers in the fu-
ture.

This annual initiative reaffirms
Bank Muscat's keenness to con-
tribute and cooperate with vari-
ous educational institutions to
provide the best opportunities
and training programmes for stu-
dents in order to refine their
practical skills in various fields
and job specialties, especially
those related to the banking and
finance sector.

The bank’s training depart-
ment distributes students to the
bank's various departments and
branches spread across the sul-
tanate and a report is made on
the student'’s daily performance

during the training period.

The students were accord-
ingly able to familiarise them-
selves with various topics
including banking, finance, audit,
IT and branch operations as well
as gain broad experience and a
deeper understanding of Bank
Muscat's operations and the fi-
nancial services sector in the sul-
tanate.

Said bin Salim al Aufi, General
Manager, Human Resources &
Administration, Bank Muscat,
said, “Bank Muscat is keen to
provide such training opportuni-
ties to students from various ed-
ucational institutions annually
through coordination with uni-
versities and colleges in various
disciplines.

“This comes out of the bank’s
belief in the importance of col-
laborating with government and
private institutions in order to

provide students with the neces-
sary knowledge and skills for the
job market, and enrich them with
the banking knowledge they
need in order to nurture their ca-
reers in the banking sector. The
bank will continue to invest time
and material to foster young tal-
ents, sharpening skills and ex-
pertise of the Omani youth.”
Bank Muscat ensures to par-
ticipate annually in the job fair
and training organised by differ-
ent educational organisations in-
cluding the Career Guidance
Center at Sultan Qaboos Univer-
sity and College of Banking and
Financial Studies among others,
as this is an opportunity to meet
with students and introduce
them to the quality of existing
jobs and the bank's policy in the
field of employment and training.
The bank is proud to be one of
the leading financial institutions

in the sultanate that attaches
great importance to this field and
is keen to implement specialised
policies and plans for the devel-
opment of Omani human re-
sources.

The bank is also keen to part-
ner with various educational in-
stitutions from universities and
colleges to achieve the sustain-
able human development goals,
noting that Bank Muscat suc-
ceeded during the past year in
providing 370 training opportu-
nities for students representing
various educational institutions
in the sultanate.

The bank is proud of all its
successes and achievements in
the field of human resources.

The current Omanisation ratio
is 94% which is above the man-
dated rate. The bank employs
3920 staff out which almost half
are female employees.

Vodafone campaign: Come for
khareef and stay for Dhofar

Vodafone Oman is extending the
socio-economic impact of kha-
reef, beyond the season, reaf-
firming its commitment to the
nation and its most southerly
governorate with its ‘Come for
Khareef, Stay for Dhofar' cam-
paign.

The digital operator will capi-
talise on its strong presence in
Dhofar and its main sponsorship
of this year's Khareef Festival to
support, promote and enable the
growth of local businesses.

Sayyid Fahad Abdul Aziz Saud
al Busaidi, Chief Corporate Af-
fairs Officer, Vodafone Oman,
said, "People come to Dhofar
every summer to marvel at the
region’s lush green wonders dur-
ing khareef, and while Vodafone
will enjoy prominence during this
time, it is also determined to
stand side by side with Dhofaris
and demonstrate that we are not
only here for the season.

"We are a partner and our aim
is to continue contributing to the
growth and sustainability of the
local economy and community,
fostering long-lasting positive
impact in Dhofar beyond the
Khareef season.”

He went on to explain that
Vodafone has consolidated an
extensive list of local SMEs, rep-
resenting the richness of Dhofar,
whom will reap the benefits of
Vodafone's carefully designed
campaign which includes nation-
wide marketing, social media
collaborations and on-ground
activations at touristic sites.

Vodafone will also consoli-
date and distribute a dedicated
SME guide encouraging visitors
to explore and engage with busi-
nesses including Mozzart,

Dinero Café, Try Said App, Al
Bahu Design, NF productions,
and Meski, showcasing the vi-
brant and diverse offerings that
Dhofar has to offer, not only until
the end of August but beyond.

As well as supporting SMEs
by providing ongoing opportuni-
ties for collaboration and growth,
Vodafone's campaign also in-
cludes numerous other initiatives
that will be running until the end
of August. These include multi-
ple youth empowerment activa-
tions through its partnership with
the Youth Center; as well as the
Dhofar Marathon scheduled to
take place on August 5, promot-
ing health, fitness and commu-
nity participation.

Vodafone is also investing in
entertainment across various lo-
cations in Dhofar for khareef.
Through collaborations with sev-
eral Theatre Groups, it will be of-
fering engaging experiences and
memorable moments for resi-

dents and visitors while enriching
the cultural landscape of the sea-
son.

Throughout the khareef sea-
son and powered by its 5G Next
network, Vodafone customers
and international visitors will
enjoy an all-together elevated
mobile experience.

Its market-leading BLACK
postpaid packages, Bonus Data
for RED packages, Khareef Plan
and Visitor packs, all guarantee
continuous value-add and seam-
less connectivity wherever they
are in Dhofar.

Following the successful
debut of Vodafone Oman'’s ‘Do
More in Dhofar’ campaign last
year, the ‘Come for Khareef, Stay
for Dhofar’ campaign continues
the company’'s commitment to
working with communities in
Oman to address their unique
needs and aspirations, all the
while fostering a sense of unity
and shared purpose.

Purshottam Kanji introduces
RO1 commission for remittance

Purshottam Kanji Exchange has
unveiled an exclusive bank trans-
fer remittance service that rede-
fines affordability.

With an incredibly low com-
mission fee of RO1 for transfers
up to RO250, individuals can
now send money to India,
Bangladesh, or the Philippines
without the burden of substantial
fees. The commission charges
for remittances vary based on
the transfer amount. For India
and the Philippines, commissions
are RO1 for transfers up to
RO250 and RO1.5 for amounts
above RO250.

In the case of Bangladesh,
commissions are ROT1 for trans-
fers up to RO250 and RO2 for
amounts above RO250.

These gainful rates are exclu-
sively applicable to bank remit-
tances, further enhancing the
value and accessibility of this in-
novative service.

This groundbreaking offering
presents a remarkably cost-ef-
fective solution, ensuring con-
venient and affordable
remittance options for all.

Supin James, General Man-
ager, Purshottam Kaniji Exchange
said, “The competitive exchange
rates offered by Purshottam
Kanji Exchange will maximise the
value of each remittance, provid-
ing significant financial advan-
tages to the senders and
recipients alike. With a reputa-
tion for providing seamless and
efficient cross-border money
transfer solutions, we have con-
sistently stayed ahead of the
curve, and this new initiative re-
inforces their commitment to
customer satisfaction.”

Purshottam Kanji Exchange's
bank transfer remittance offer
marks a groundbreaking mile-
stone in the realm of interna-
tional money transfer.

With a focus on speed, afford-
ability, and security, this transfor-
mative solution is set to
empower individuals from India,
Bangladesh, and the Philippines,
providing them with a seamless
means to support their loved
ones and contribute to the eco-
nomic growth of their respective
countries.

With a wide-reaching net-
work of 28 branches strategi-
cally positioned and an array of
innovative digital solutions, Pur-
shottam Kanji Exchange en-
sures that customers have
seamless access to their com-
prehensive services.

Whether it's sending money
to family and friends, exchanging
currency, or even purchasing
gold, customers can confidently
rely on Purshottam Kanji Ex-
change to cater to their diverse
financial requirements, the ex-
change group stated.

ABF names OAB retail bank of the year

Oman Arab Bank (OAB) has
been recognised as Domestic
Retail Bank of the Year - Oman
and the SME Payment Solutions
of the Year - Oman, earning two
wins at the prestigious Asian
Banking & Finance (ABF) Retail
Banking Awards 2023.

A distinguished panel of
judges from the banking and fi-
nancial industry bestowed the
bank with top honors in these
two categories.

The SME Payment Solutions
of the Year - Oman award re-
flected the successful introduc-
tion of OAB's state-of-the-art
Mobile Pay Soft POS solution for
SME customers, which repre-
sented the first of its kind in
Oman and gained an extremely
high initial customer penetration
rate.

Among its innovative ele-
ments, the solution provides an
enhanced option allowing cus-
tomers to enter their PIN through
their mobile device, increasing

customer convenience and con-
fidence on security, as well as al-
lowing the merchant to carry out
real-time stock management, tax
calculations and liquidity man-
agement.

The bank acquired a total of
116 new merchants in the first
three months from launch.

Continuing to uphold its cus-
tomer-first vision, OAB has
launched numerous other new

products and services in recent
months, including an instant
debit card issuance machine; in-
creased limits to its Digital In-
stant Loan; and several seasonal
offers for customers.

The process of optimising its
branches has also continued, in-
cluding the installation of state-
of-the-art  digital  banking
technology to enhance the cus-
tomer experience and allow cus-
tomers to bank more efficiently.

OAB's brace of awards were
the latest recognition for the
bank, which also recently won
Best Online Platform in Oman at
the 2022 MEA Business Awards
and received the Payment Card
Industry Data Security Standard
(PCI-DSS) certification, which
confirmed OAB's security meas-
ures meet the highest standards
of protecting customers’ pay-
ment card data, as set by the PCI
Security Standards Council and
most recently being accredited
by the ACCA.

Al Mouj Marina survey reveals snorkelling trips proving huge draw for Europeans

Al Mouj Marina, the 5 Gold An-
chor harbour at the heart of pre-
mier leisure destination Al Mouj
Muscat, has welcomed 20,000
people so far this year and new
research provides insight into the
profile of tourists visiting from
overseas and the activities that
are most in demand.

Europeans aged between 25
and 55 make up the majority of
visitors according to Mola Mola,
Daymaniat Shells and Oman Sea
Tours with snorkelling and a trip
to the Daymaniat Islands by far
the most popular of the many
sea going adventures offered.

The three operators are
among 13 located at the world-
class marina and the findings in
the survey give them a clearer
understanding of the appeal of
different trips, helping them to

tailor their services to keep pace
with demand and ensure visitors
always enjoy truly memorable
experiences.

Both Daymaniat Shells and
Mola Mola have won a TripAd-
visor Travellers’ Choice Award,
international recognition which
puts them in the top 10% of
tourist attractions worldwide
and, along with Oman Sea Tours,
they all reported that their most
frequently booked activity is
snorkelling with a trip to the Day-
maniat Islands the most popular
destination.

Snorkellers are drawn to the
incredibly clear and warm sea
which has an abundance of un-
derwater marine life hugely en-
hanced by new species found
around the artificial reef, a joint
venture between Sultanate's

Ministry of Agriculture and Fish-
eries and Al Mouj Muscat in
place since 2014.

The most popular destination
is to the Daymaniat Islands, a lo-
cation of such outstanding natu-

ral beauty that it is becoming
known as the Maldives of the
Middle East. An archipelago of
nine islands with exceptional
beaches located around 18km off
the coast of Barka is a protected

Nature Reserve which can be
reached by boat in under an hour
from Al Mouj Marina, the closest
and best placed departure point
in Oman.

Nasser bin  Masoud al

Sheibani, CEO of Al Mouj Mus-
cat, comments: “We are de-
lighted that our superb marina is
attracting visitors from across
the region and the world. It has
set a new standard in excellence,
with people able to enjoy its wa-
terside restaurants and cafes as
well as exceptional maritime ex-
periences.

“Welcoming more than
20,000 visitors to date in 2023,
Al Mouj Marina is an asset which
continues to have a positive im-
pact for Oman, helping to drive
tourism and economic diversifi-
cation, with a variety of fantastic
marine tour operators now
based at, and enjoying support
from our marina.”

In addition to snorkelling and
boat excursions to the Daymani-
ats, Al Mouj Marina's sea tour

operators offer a variety of fun
activities and ocean-going ad-
ventures from wake boarding,
jet-skiing and paddle-boarding to
fishing charters, diving courses
and sailing lessons.

Opened in 2011, Al Mouj Ma-
rina was the first in the region to
be awarded International Clean
Marina and 5 Gold Anchor ac-
creditation, and it will ultimately
provide 400 berths to make it
one of the largest marinas in the
Middle East.

Located in Al Mouj Muscat,
Oman's first Integrated Tourism
Complex, the thriving lifestyle
community is now home to
8,000 people from 85 countries,
and attracts over 4.9mn annual
visitors to its boulevard style,
world-class retail, dining and
leisure experiences.
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Iran enforcing ‘intensified’
hijab crackdown: Amnesty

Paris, France - Iranian authorities
have in the last months launched
an intensified crackdown against
women deemed to have violated
the Islamic republic’s strict dress
rules, Amnesty International said
on Wednesday.

Iran was convulsed for
months by unprecedented
protests sparked by the Septem-
ber 2022 custody death of
Mahsa Amini, 22, who had been
arrested by the morality police
for purportedly breaking the
rules. Some politicians inside Iran
had argued in the wake of the
protests that the rules should be
loosened and there were even in-
dications - never confirmed - that
the morality police could be abol-
ished. But with the intensity of
protests diminishing over the last
months, Amnesty said Iranian
authorities had launched a new
crackdown on women'’s dress
since April.

“The Iranian authorities are
doubling down their oppressive
methods of policing and punish-
ing women and girls to quell
widespread defiance of degrad-
ing and discriminatory compul-
sory veiling laws,” Amnesty said.

It has been obligatory for
women to cover their heads and
necks since shortly after the Is-
lamic revolution of 1979 that
ousted the secular shah.

Police patrols

Viral images posted online dur-
ing the protest movement
showed women removing their
headscarves as well as carrying

Iranian women shop in Tehran on July 18, as the police relaunched patrols to catch the increasing number of women leaving their hair uncovered in

public in defiance of a strict dress code (AFpP)

AGNES CALLAMARD

out daily tasks such as shopping
bareheaded. Some images
showing women without head-
scarves at cafe tables in relatively
secular northern Tehran had
suggested a more permissive at-
titude in some areas.

But Amnesty said there is in
fact ‘an intensified nationwide
crackdown’, and noted that po-
lice this month announced the
return of car and foot patrols en-
forcing  compulsory  veiling

across the country.

According to Amnesty, more
than a million women have re-
ceived SMS warnings threaten-
ing that their vehicles will be
confiscated if they are found
travelling in a car while unveiled.

“Morality policing in Iran is
back,” said Agnes Callamard,
Amnesty International secretary
general. She added the stepped-
up enforcement was ‘intensified
by mass surveillance technolo-

gies capable of identifying un-
veiled women in their cars and
pedestrian spaces'.

Hundreds of businesses such
as hotels, restaurants, pharma-
cies and shopping centres have
been forcibly closed for refusing
to enforce compulsory veiling
laws while women have been de-
nied access to education, bank-
ing services and public transport,
Amnesty said.

AFP

People walk along a street as smoke billows from burning tires during an

Israeli army raid west of Nablus in West Bank, on Wednesday (AFpP)

Palestinian killed
in Israel West Bank
raid, says ministry

Nablus, Palestinian Territories -
Israeli troops killed a Palestinian
in the occupied West Bank on
Wednesday, the Palestinian
health ministry said, as the army
confirmed it was conducting
“counter-fighting activity” in a
Nablus refugee camp.

“A young man died of his
wounds as the occupation forces
stormed the city of Nablus at
noon (0900 GMT),” the min-
istry said. “The martyr, Mo-
hammed Abd al-Hakim Nada,
was shot in the chest.”

The Israeli army confirmed
troops were conducting
‘counter-fighting activity in Al-
Ain camp' in Nablus but did not
give further details.

A Palestinian fighter group,
the Al-Agsa Martyrs' Brigades,
said its fighters had ‘ambushed a
unit of special forces in the alleys
of Al-Ain camp ... and managed
to inflict casualties’ among the
Israeli troops.

In a statement on its
Telegram channel, the group,
which is linked to Palestinian

president Mahmud Abbas's
Fatah movement, did not specify
whether the dead man was one
its fighters. The Palestinian
fighter group Hamas, which con-
trols the coastal enclave of Gaza,
condemned what it said was a
‘Zionist crime in Nablus'.

The group called on all ‘Pales-
tinian factions to confront the
terrorist settlers’ government’.

Wednesday's death came a
day after Israeli troops killed
three Palestinians in an exchange
of fire in Nablus, the Palestinian
health ministry said.

Hamas said the three were
members of its armed wing.

Israel has occupied the West
Bank since the Six-Day War of
1967. Since early last year, the
territory has seen a string of at-
tacks by Palestinians on Israeli
targets, as well as violence by Is-
raeli settlers against Palestinian
communities. Earlier this month,
Israeli forces conducted a two-
day raid on Jenin refugee camp
that killed 12 Palestinians.

AFP

TO ASHES

A woman walks with a jerry can on her back through the remains of charred trees in the aftermath of a
forest fire near the town of Melloula in northwestern Tunisia close to the border with Algeria on
Wednesday. At least 300 people were evacuated from Melloula, as fires raged on Monday (AFP)

Kenyans hope for end to demonstrations
as the president offers to meet opposition

Nairobi, Kenya - Weary Kenyans
on Wednesday voiced cautious
optimism for an end to political
unrest after President William
Ruto said he was ready to meet
opposition leader Raila Odinga
‘anytime’ following months of
anti-government protests.

Since  veteran  politician
Odinga urged Kenyans to take to
the streets in March, his Azimio
alliance has held nine days of
protests against the government,
with the demonstrations some-
times spiralling into looting and
deadly clashes with police.

Late on Tuesday, Ruto ex-
pressed his willingness to meet
QOdinga in a social media post ad-
dressing the opposition leader.

“As you have always known,
am available to meet one on one
with you anytime at your con-
venience,” Ruto posted on Twit-

Kenyan opposition leader Raila Odinga addresses supporters outside the

Kenyatta National Hospital in Nairobi, on Wednesday (AFp)

ter, which is being rebranded as
‘X'. There was no immediate re-
sponse to the offer from Odinga,
who has urged Kenyans to
‘come out’ for parades and vigils
on Wednesday for anti-govern-
ment protesters killed in the

demonstrations.

Odinga called off demonstra-
tions in April and May after Ruto
agreed to dialogue, but the talks
broke down, with several demon-
strations held this month.

Several Kenyans told AFP they

were fed up with the disruptions.

“I have not been coming to
work every time there are
protests because | fear being at-
tacked on the road and being
stolen from,” receptionist Cate
Wafula, 29, told AFP, urging the
two sides to make ‘peace’.

Motorcycle taxi driver Josphat
Ng'atho, 36, echoed her views,
saying: “Let them sit and talk.”

"“If they don't, the stalemate
will never end and our suffering
will continue forever.”

The violence has sparked out-
rage among rights groups, with
campaigners condemning the
police for firing tear gas and live
rounds to disperse stone-throw-
ing protesters. Twenty people
have been killed, according to of-
ficial figures, although Azimio
puts the toll at 50.

AFP

North Korea gives Russian defence ministry delegation ‘'warm welcome’

Seoul, South Korea - North Korea
rolled out the red carpet for the
Russian defence minister, state
media said on Wednesday, with
delegations from Moscow and
Beijing set to attend Korean War
anniversary events, the country’s
first-known foreign visitors since
its pandemic border closure.
Pyongyang is on Thursday
marking the 70th anniversary of
the signing of the July 27, 1953
Korean War armistice, which
ended open hostilities and is cel-
ebrated as Victory Day in the
North. The Russian national an-
them blared throughout Py-
ongyang International Airport,
which was ‘wrapped up in a
warm welcome atmosphere’ to
greet Moscow's Sergei Shoigu
and his delegation on Tuesday
evening, the state-run Korean
Central News Agency said.
Shoigu was greeted by North

Korean Defence Minister Kang
Sun Nam, and photos carried by
the official Rodong Sinmun news-
paper showed hundreds of uni-
formed soldiers of the Korean
People’'s Army lining the airport
holding signs welcoming the
Russians. Shoigu laid flowers in
front of giant bronze statues of
former leaders Kim Il Sung and
Kim Jong ll, video by the Russian
defence ministry showed.

“For Russia, the Democratic
People's Republic of Korea is an
important partner, with which
we share a common border and
a rich history of cooperation,”
Shoigu said according to a min-
istry statement, which added
that the meeting would ‘con-
tribute to strengthening cooper-
ation between our ministries of
defence'.

Russia, a historic ally of North
Korea, is one of a handful of na-

Russian Defence Minister Sergei Shoigu visiting the statues of the late North Korean leaders Kim Il Sung and Kim

Jong Il at Mansu Hill in Pyongyang on Wednesday (AFpP)

tions with which Pyongyang

maintains friendly relations.
North Korean leader Kim Jong

Un has been steadfast in his sup-

port for Moscow's invasion of
Ukraine, including, Washington
says, supplying rockets and mis-
siles. The fact that Russia’s de-

fence minister flew to Pyongyang
while his country is at war was
‘very significant’, said Park Won-
gon, director of Ewha Univer-

sity's Institute of Unification
Studies. “Even though the emer-
gency quarantine system re-
mains in place, Kim Jong Un may
have felt the need to show some-
thing to his people at the Victory
Day celebrations,” he told AFP.
For the Chinese and Russians,
their presence could send a
‘strong unified message’ to the
United States, Park added. But
Leif-Eric Easley, a professor at
Ewha University, said the visit
was unlikely to result in any arms
deals or diplomatic advances,
calling it "a symbolic show of sol-
idarity on a war anniversary'.

Change in

border policy?

Satellite imagery indicates North
Korea has been preparing for the
kind of large-scale military pa-
rade with which it typically fetes
such anniversaries.

South Korea's Yonhap news
agency reported that there were
‘clear signs’ of preparations for a
midnight parade at Kim Il Sung
Square in Pyongyang in recent
days, citing multiple unnamed
government sources.

The inclusion of foreign
guests at this year's celebrations
is a post-pandemic first and hints
at new flexibility towards enforc-
ing border controls.

China also said it would send
a delegation led by Politburo
member Li Hongzhong that was
due to arrive in Pyongyang on
Wednesday, suggesting they
would not be required to un-
dergo an extensive quarantine
ahead of the Thursday anniver-
sary event. North Korea has been
under arigid self-imposed block-
ade since early 2020 to protect
itself from COVID-19.

AFP



08 | MUSCAT DAILY | THURSDAY, JULY 27,2023

Rescuers ‘optimistic’ on survival of stranded whales in Australia

Sydney, Australia - More than
50 pilot whales died after
stranding themselves on a
beach in Western Australia, but
authorities said on Wednesday
they were ‘optimistic’ that the
other 45 whales in the pod
could survive.

The pod of almost 100 long-
finned pilot whales was spotted
in shallow water off Cheynes
Beach, about 400km southeast
of Perth on Tuesday.

Fifty-one of them died
overnight, despite the efforts of
volunteers and staff from the
state's Parks and Wildlife Serv-
ice. Late on Wednesday after-

noon, incident controller Peter
Hartley said the surviving
whales were being monitored
and, once they have been as-
sessed as being strong enough,
they would be released.

Volunteers in kayaks will help
to herd them past the rocky part
of the coast and out into deeper
water, he added. “We're opti-
mistic - we've got to be opti-
mistic in this game,” he said.

“It's highly stressful for all the
people here - volunteers and
staff - and you've got to have
something to hold onto.”

A spokesperson said the
Parks and Wildlife Service had

Volunteers helping pilot whales, with more than 50 whales dying after

stranding on Cheynes Beach in Western Australia, on Wednesday (AFp)

been ‘overwhelmed with hun-
dreds of offers of help’ but that
it had enough volunteers and
the public should ‘stay away’
from the beach ‘for safety rea-
sons'. “The priority focus of the
Incident Management Team is
to ensure the safety of staff and
volunteers and the welfare of
the whales,” they said.

“The response zone has a
range of hazards, including
large, distressed and potentially
sick whales, sharks, waves,
heavy machinery and vessels.”

Mass strandings of pilot
whales are not uncommon in
Australia and New Zealand.

Last October, around 500
pilot whales died when they
beached on the remote
Chatham Islands in New
Zealand. Scientists do not fully
understand why mass strand-
ings occur, but pilot whales -
which can grow to more than six
metres (20 feet) long - are
highly sociable, so they may fol-
low pod-mates who stray into
danger.

Bec Wellard, a marine mam-
mal scientist at Project Orca,
said the reasons for whale
strandings were still not known.

“We still don't know why - if
we did, we could perhaps do

more to prevent it,” she told
AFP. “But with pilot whales, they
frequently strand en masse - an
individual might be ill or in trou-
ble and the rest of the pod fol-
lows them - that can lead them
to strand.”

She said that, because of the
pilot whales' ‘strong family
bonds', it was important to try to
re-float them together.

But she added that, if the sur-
viving whales' health is compro-
mised, an assessment needs to
be made as to whether efforts to
refloat them ‘could just be pro-
longing their suffering'.

AFP

Hardline Cambodian PM Hun
Sen to resign after 4 decades

Phnom Penh, Cambodia - Cam-
bodian Prime Minister Hun Sen,
one of the world's longest-serv-
ing leaders, said on Wednesday
he will resign and hand power to
his eldest son after almost four
decades of hardline rule.

The former Khmer Rouge
cadre has run the kingdom since
1985, eliminating all opposition
to his power, with opposition
parties banned, challengers
forced to flee and freedom of ex-
pression stifled.

His Cambodian People’s Party
(CPP) won a landslide victory in
an election on Sunday with no
meaningful opposition, taking 82
per cent of the vote, paving the
way for a dynastic succession to
his eldest son that some critics
have compared to North Korea.

“l would like to ask for under-
standing from the people as | an-
nounce that | will not continue as
prime minister,” the 70-year-old
said in a special broadcast on
state television.

Election authorities disquali-
fied the only serious challenger,
the Candlelight Party, on a tech-
nicality in advance of the elec-
tion, and the CPP is expected to
win all but five lower house seats.

The government hailed the
84.6 per cent voter turnout as
evidence of the country’s ‘demo-
cratic maturity’ but Western
powers including the United
States and European Union con-
demned the poll as neither free
nor fair.

Hun Sen said Hun Manet, a
45-year-old four-star general,
would take over as prime minis-

People watch as Cambodia’s Prime Minister Hun Sen speaks during a special statement on television at a restaurant in Phnom Penh on Wednesday (AFpP)

HUN SEN

ter at the head of a new govern-
ment on the evening of August
22. "l ask people to support Hun
Manet who will be the new
prime minister,” he said.

Chinese influence
Hun Sen has trailed the handover

to his son for a year and a half,
and the 45-year-old played a
leading role in campaigning for
Sunday's vote.

But the outgoing leader has
made it clear that he still intends
to wield influence, even after he
steps down, scotching the notion
the country could change direc-
tion. In his announcement on
Wednesday, he said he would
become president of the senate
and act as head of state when
the king is overseas.

Under Hun Sen, Cambodia
has tacked close to Beijing, ben-
efiting from huge Chinese invest-
ment and infrastructure projects,
including the redevelopment of a
naval base that has alarmed

Washington.

China welcomed Sunday's
election, with President Xi Jin-
ping sending Hun Sen a personal
message of congratulations.

But the flood of Chinese
money has brought problems, in-
cluding a rash of casinos and on-
line scam operations staffed by
foreign workers, many trafficked
and toiling in appalling condi-
tions. Critics say his rule has also
been marked by environmental
destruction and entrenched
graft.

Cambodia ranks 150th out of
180 in Transparency Interna-
tional's corruption perception
index. In Asia, only Myanmar
and North Korea rank lower.

Rights groups accuse Hun Sen
of using the legal system to crush
any opposition to his rule - in-
cluding critical activists and trou-
blesome union leaders as well as
politicians.

Scores of opposition politi-
cians have been convicted and
jailed during his time in power
and the law was changed ahead
of Sunday'’s election to make it
illegal to call for voters to spoil
ballots.

Five days before polling day,
authorities banned exiled oppo-
sition figurehead Sam Rainsy
from running for office for 25
years for urging people to void
their ballot papers.

AFP

Australia’s PM Anthony Albanese (right) speaks beside his New Zealand

counterpart Chris Hipkins in Wellington on Wednesday (AFp)

New Zealand open
to conversations

about possible role
in AUKUS pact: PM

Wellington, New Zealand - New
Zealand is ‘open to conversa-
tions' about a possible role in the
AUKUS defence pact, its prime
minister said on Wednesday,
opening the door to cooperation
that could rile trade partner
China.

Speaking to reporters in
Wellington after meeting his
Australian counterpart, Chris
Hipkins said New Zealand could
participate in the Australia-UK-
US pact as long as it did not re-
late to the development of
nuclear submarines.

"I think there's no question
that we have a different position
around nuclear, in terms of nu-
clear propulsion (which is) also
covered by New Zealand's nu-
clear-free arrangements, “ Hip-
kins said.

New Zealand has been nu-
clear-free since the mid-1980s.

But he indicated that cooper-
ation with AUKUS could take
place on defence technologies
such as cyber, artificial intelli-
gence and hypersonic weapons -

the agreement’s so-called "pillar
two'. New Zealand's participa-
tion had been ‘an ongoing topic
of conversation between our two
countries over the last couple of
years, and particularly in the last
six months', Hipkins said.

“But in terms of pillar two...
we're open to conversations with
the AUKUS partners around
what New Zealand's involve-
ment might look like.”

Hipkins said no proposals had
been tabled, as it was ‘early days
yet', but ‘we ultimately are open
to continuing that conversation'.

New Zealand and Australia
are the main allies of the United
States in the South Pacific.

But New Zealand has recently
been accused of putting its trad-
ing relationship with China ahead
of its friendships with fellow
FiveEyes spy group members the
United States, Britain Canada
and Australia. Beijing has vehe-
mently opposed AUKUS, de-
scribing the pact as destabilising
for the region.

AFP

Japan witnesses record
drop in population in 2022

Tokyo, Japan - Japan's popu-
lation fell by a record in 2022,
government data showed on
Wednesday, as the country
struggles to reverse its peren-
nial low birthrates.

While many developed
countries face low birthrates,
the problem is particularly
acute in Japan where the pop-
ulation has now fallen for 14
straight years.

The country has the
world's second oldest popu-
lation, after tiny Monaco, and
in January, Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida warned Japan
was ‘on the verge of whether
we can continue to function
as a society’.

Last year, the number of
Japanese fell by 800,523, or
0.65 per cent, to 122,423,038
from a year earlier, a survey by
the internal affairs ministry
shows.

For the first time, the popu-
lation fell in all 47 prefectures.

The overall drop was the

steepest decline recorded
since 1968, when the govern-
ment survey began, the min-
istry said.

In contrast, Japan's foreign
population increased by a
record 289,498, or 10.7 per
cent, to 2,993,839 - the high-
est since 2013, when com-
parative figures were
available.

Japan has relatively strict
immigration rules but the gov-
ernment has been gradually
loosening them to address
labour shortage issues.

The sharp increase also co-
incided with the government's
relaxation of its COVID-19
pandemic border controls.

“Decline in the number of
children and population is an
important issue that involves
Japan's social, economic, and
social welfare issues,” top
government spokesman Hi-
rokazu Matsuno told reporters
on Wednesday.

AFP

Ecuador forces wrest back control of prison

Guayaquil, Ecuador - Some
2,700 soldiers on Tuesday
stormed a prison in Ecuador, re-
taking control of the facility as
the death toll from a riot that
started over the weekend rose to
31inmates, authorities said.

The latest battle between rival
gangs at the overcrowded, vio-
lence-hobbled Guayas 1prisonin
the port city of Guayaquil has left
31 people dead and 14 wounded,
the public prosecutor’s office
said, updating an earlier death
toll from 18.

Riots regularly pit prison
gangs with links to drug traffick-
ers against one another in
Ecuador, a country that has re-
cently emerged as a key player in
the South American cocaine
trade.

A string of bloody clashes has
claimed at least 420 lives in
Ecuadoran prisons since 2021 -
many of the victims beheaded or
burnt alive, others shot as wide-
spread corruption among guards
allows inmates to obtain guns
and explosives.

Among those wounded in the

Military forces walk outside the Guayas 1 prison in the port city of

Guayaquil, Ecuador, on Tuesday (AFP)

latest round of violence was a
police officer, said the prosecu-
tor's office.

The armed forces, for its part,
said soldiers and police entered
Guayas 1 on Tuesday to put
down the riot that started on Sat-
urday and had left an initial toll of
six dead inmates.

At least one of the dead had
been beheaded, according to a
government decree issued on

Tuesday announcing a 60-day
state of emergency in all
Ecuador’s prisons.

The government, via its com-
munications secretariat Segcom,
said ‘total control’ had been re-
gained at Guayas 1, which
houses over 5,600 inmates.

Officers seized nine rifles, a
grenade launcher, four pistols,
two revolvers and 1,000 rounds
of ammunition, according to of-

ficials. The public prosecutor’s
office on Tuesday announced the
opening of a murder investiga-
tion over the deaths as well as a
terrorism probe, due to the ‘ex-

plosions and the quantity of
weapons and ammunition found
inside the prison'.

‘We want peace’
Dozens of people gathered out-
side Guayas 10on Tuesday, frantic
for news about their loved ones
inside.

Some carried white balloons
and placards proclaiming: “We
want peace.”

“The prisoners don't interest
them (the authorities),” said a
woman desperate for news on
her husband, and who did not
want to be named as she feared
for her safety.

“It's as if they (the inmates)
were rats. They are human be-
ings!” she told AFP.

Family members said they
feared the prisoners would be
moved to other facilities - some-
thing which in the past has re-
sulted in deadly clashes between
newcomers and the old guard,
who are often aligned with rival
groups.

President Guillermo Lasso in a
message on social media insisted
the government ‘will never yield'
to criminal violence. He posted
photos of heavily-armed security
forces standing guard over
dozens of prisoners with naked
torsos and hands tied.

The Prison Observatory, a
rights group, claimed on social
media that inmates at Guayas 1
have been ‘without food and
water for more than three days'.
AFP
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At least 2 people dead as typhoon
Doksuri hits northern Philippines

Manila, Philippines - A powerful
storm pounded the northern
Philippines on Wednesday,
killing at least two people, top-
pling trees and knocking out
power as thousands sheltered
with neighbours or in emergency
evacuation centres.

Typhoon Doksuri was ‘slowly
moving away from Dalupiri Is-
land’, off the northern tip of the
main island of Luzon, and into
open waters, the state weather
agency said in its 0900 GMT
update.

The agency earlier warned of
‘violent, life-threatening condi-
tions’ as severe maximum sus-
tained winds of 175km an hour
(MO mph) and heavy rain
pounded the lightly populated
region.

A woman selling bread rolls
died when she was hit by a
falling coconut tree in the north-
ern province of Isabela on
Wednesday, provincial disaster
official Constante Foronda told
AFP.

A 16-year-old boy was
crushed to death on Wednesday
when a landslide struck a house
in the northern mountain city of

Vebhicles are seen submerged as water rises along Chico River in Bontoc, Mountain Province, as Super Typhoon Doksuri passes close to the northern tip

of Luzon Island on Wednesday (AFp)

Baguio, city disaster official
Julius Santos told AFP.

Rey Aguinaldo, a retired gov-
ernment official in the coastal
llocos Norte province, said: “The
wind and rain were so strong
overnight | could not sleep well.”

“"When | got up today, | saw
fallen trees and broken branches

outside. We have no electricity,”
he told AFP.

Doksuri had been a super ty-
phoon as it swept across the
Pacific Ocean on Tuesday but
weakened as it neared the
Philippines.

The storm is expected to
weaken as it moves across the

South China Sea, grazing Taiwan
before making landfall in south-
east China on Friday.

High waves lashed south-
eastern Taiwan coast on
Wednesday, with the Central
Weather Bureau issuing warn-
ings and heavy rain advisories.

China also issued its highest

alert for Doksuri, stopping trains
and calling fishing boats to shore
as the storm approaches.

Thousands
flee homes
In the Philippines,
12,000 people were evacuated
from their homes in Cagayan

around

province, including 431 in the
Babuyan islands, following
warnings of three-metre storm
surges, Cagayan disaster official
Ruelie Rapsing told AFP.

Dalupiri is one of the five is-
lands that make up the tiny
Babuyan archipelago.

Widespread flooding and
power cuts were reported in the
north of Luzon, while landslides
blocked key arteries in its moun-
tainous interior.

About 1,500 people were also
evacuated from coastal commu-
nities in neighbouring Isabela,
Foronda said.

“We won't allow them to go
home until we get the all clear
from the experts,” he said.

Some evacuees have shel-
tered with neighbours who had
concrete houses, while others
were taken to municipal halls.

“The roof of the Sanchez Mira
municipal hall was blown off,”
Rapsing added.

“The windows of an evacua-
tion centre there also broke so
we had to move them to multi-
purpose halls back in their vil-
lages,” he said.

AFP

Car transport
ship fire could
‘burn for days’
off Netherlands

A fire is seen aboard the Panamanian-registered car carrier ship Fremantle

Highway, off the coast of the Dutch island of Ameland on Wednesday (AFP)

Ameland, Netherlands - The
blaze raging aboard a ship carry-
ing 3,000 cars off the Nether-
lands could burn for days,
officials said on Wednesday, as
fears built that the fire could
damage to a fragile nearby island
chain.

The cargo aboard the vessel
includes electric vehicles and a
coastguard official told Dutch
media that authorities were look-
ing into whether the fire had
started with one of them.

Rescue personnel received a
call early on Wednesday report-
ing a fire on the Fremantle High-
way, a Panamanian-registered
ship with 3,000 vehicles on
board, about 14.5 nautical miles
off the northern Dutch island of
Ameland. All 23 crew members
were evacuated from the ship,
but one person died and several
were injured, the coastguard said.

At least seven jumped over-
board and were rescued from the
water, while the rest were air-
lifted by helicopter.

“The fire could still burn for
days,” a coastguard official who
spoke on condition of anonymity
told AFP. “The ship is being
cooled to keep it stable,” said the
official. “Only the side of the ship
is being sprayed, not the deck.”

A coastguard official told the
NOS public broadcaster that the
fire was possibly sparked by an
electric vehicle, one of some 25
on board.

“"We are taking into account

all scenarios,” the official said.

The Fremantle Highway is
currently close to Ameland, one
of four ecologically sensitive
Frisian islands, situated in the
Waddensee area just north of
the Dutch mainland.

Environmental risk
Also called the Frisian Islands,
the area has been declared a UN-
ESCO World Heritage Site and
has a rich diversity of more than
10,000 aquatic and terrestrial
species. This included more than
140 species of fish of which
some 20 spent their entire life in
the tidal areas along the islands’
famous mud flats.

The area also has a large seal
and porpoise population.

Should the Fremantle Highway
sink, ‘it would be a disaster of the
highest order’, the daily tabloid
De Telegraaf said.

Salvage vessels were on the
scene trying to put out the blaze
and prevent the ship from sink-
ing, the coastguard said.

A tug vessel has managed to
attach a cable to the stricken ship
to prevent it from drifting and
blocking an important sailing
route into Germany.

The Fremantle Highway is an
18,500-tonne car carrier ship
and was sailing between Bremer-
haven in Germany and Port Said
in Egypt when the blaze broke
out, according to the marinetraf-
fic.com website.

AFP

& STACKED

A pedestrian walks past confiscated and impounded vehicles stacked at a roadside during rainfall in Mumbai, India, on Wednesday (Afp)

Senegal
bus crash:
23 people
killed

Dakar, Senegal - Twenty-
three people died on
Wednesday when a bus
crashed in northern Sene-
gal, President Macky Sall
announced on social
media.

“| call for even more
caution on the road”, Sall
said in a message posted
on Twitter.

Earlier, a national fire
brigade official and a first
responder told AFP that
22 people had died and 52
others were injured.

The accident happened
in the village of Ngeune
Sarre in Louga region, they
said. They did not specify
the cause or time of the
accident.

Interior Minister An-
toine Felix Abdoulaye
Diome was on his way to
the accident site, a staffer
told AFP.

In January, 19 people
were killed and 24 injured
in a collision in the same
area, near Louga.

The previous week,
around 40 people died in
a bus collision in the cen-
tre of Senegal.

That tragedy, on Janu-
ary 8, prompted a wave of
criticism against authori-
ties over the frequency of
accidents on Senegal's
roads, and the lack of ac-
tion taken to prevent
them.

The government re-
sponded by announcing a
long list of measures, in-
cluding a ban on overnight
bus journeys. But trans-
port professionals said
that many of the meas-
ures were unrealistic.

Across many countries
in Africa, dilapidated vehi-
cles, reckless driving and
corrupt law-enforcement
officials all contribute to
tragedies on the road.

AFP

Danish man back home after
visiting every nation in the world

Aarhus, Denmark - A Danish
man who claimed to be the first
to visit every country in the world
in a single trip without flying
landed home on Wednesday
after 10 years away.

Torbjorn Pedersen stepped off
a Maersk container ship in the
Danish port city of Aarhus, after
visiting his 203rd country and
final country - the Maldives - in
late May.

“I've been dreaming about
coming back home and having it
over with and done. So that's
today. At the same time, I'm anx-
jous about the future,” Pedersen
told AFP, describing the return as
bittersweet. “A lot of things are
up in the air and in the unknown,
mixed emotions,” he said while
listing concerns about restarting
his career and trying to adjust to
everyday life.

Known as ‘Thor’, he has trav-
elled by train, bus, boat or even
on foot on the voyage he set off
on October 10, 2013.

The 44-year-old - who previ-
ously had a career within the
shipping sector - is the first to
make the feat.

Leaving Micronesia in January
2020, he continued to Hong
Kong, where he found himself
stuck for two years because of
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Once the borders were open
again, he set off for the island
country of Palau, then continuing

TORBJORN PEDERSEN

the countries of Oceania and the
Pacific islands.

Took longer
than expected
“Three have been to every coun-
try twice. Two have been to every
country without returning home
in between. And now, one has
done it completely without flying.
What can | say? Good luck to the
second,” he wrote on his blog.
Keen to meet new people, the
former UN peacekeeper never
hired a car, preferring to instead
to travel on public transport.
Despite the geographical dis-
tance, Thor and his partner have

managed to keep their relation-
ship alive.

During the decade of travel,
she travelled to visit him 27
times. On the 10th occasion, he
got down on one knee and asked
for her hand in marriage - but un-
fortunately the pandemic forced
them to get married online.

His wife Le Gjerum said she
found his stubbornness in com-
pleting the task admirable but
added she was looking forward to
having a ‘daily life together'.

The inspiration for the trip
came from an article his father
emailed him.

He was first apprehensive but
didn't want the regret of not
doing it, he however conceded
that he originally thought the trip
would be completed in less than
half the time.

"I thought it would take a max-
imum of four years in total,
maybe three and a half if | went a
little fast.”

Thor, who documented his
journey on social media and in a
blog, was also an ambassador for
the Red Cross.

According to the Guinness
Book of World Records, Britain's
Graham Hughes was the first
person to circumnavigate the
globe without a plane, but his
journey was interspersed with
two returns home, which Thor
did not do.

AFP

India developing its
own long-range
surface-to-air missile

New Delhi, India - India is in-
digenously developing a three-
layered long-range
surface-to-air missile
(LRSAM) defence system
which would be able to strike
down enemy aircraft and mis-
siles at around 400km ranges.

The proposal for developing
the system is at an advanced
stage in the Defence Ministry
and is expected to be taken up
for clearance soon, defence
sources told ANI. The over
US$2.5bn project will help
india to be part of an elite
group of militaries with indige-
nous capabilities to shoot
down enemy assets in the air
from such ranges, they said.

The missile system will
have three layers of surface-
to-air missiles, which would
allow it to hit targets at differ-
ent ranges.

The surface-to-air missile
system development work has
been taking place as India
worked with Israel to develop
the medium-range surface-to-
air missile (MRSAM) system
which can hit aerial targets at
70 plus kms.

The Indian system, sources
said, would be very capable
and would certainly be in the

class of the S-400 air defence
system already acquired from
Russia and deployed along the
China and Pakistan border.

The Defence Research and
Development  Organisation
(DRDO) has made significant
success in terms of developing
air defence weapons for both
ground-based and warship-
based systems, the sources
said.

After the LRSAM project
was taken up by the DRDO,
the Indian Navy changed the
name of its indigenous LRSAM
system to MRSAM.

The Army and the IAF al-
ready had named a similar in-
digenous system as MRSAM.

The Indian defence forces
already have the S-400 air de-
fence systems, which can hit
targets at 400km maximum
distance and also have the ca-
pability to take out targets at
shorter ranges too.

The system is used by the
Chinese military as well, which
has deployed it along the Line
of Actual Control (LAC) with
India. The Chinese also have
their indigenous air defence
systems, but are less capable
than the S-400, sources said.
ANI
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Ukrainian fencer hands
Russian walkover at
world championships

Milan, Italy - Ukrainian Igor Rei-
zlin's hopes of an epee world
fencing title were dashed on
Wednesday as he withdrew from
his bout with Vadim Anokhin in
line with his government'’s policy
of barring athletes from facing
Russians. A source within the In-
ternational Fencing Federation
(FEI) told AFP the Tokyo Games
bronze medallist had presented a
medical certificate to justify his
withdrawal. A minor consolation
for Reizlin is that the certificate
safeguards the small number of
qualifying points he has obtained
for the 2024 Paris Olympics.

Anokhin, like his compatriots
and Belarusian fencers, are
obliged to compete as neutral
athletes due to Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine last year - their coun-
tries are not permitted to fence in
the team competitions.

Reizlin's fellow star Olha Khar-

Igor Reizlin

lan faces the same problem on
Thursday because the four-time
individual sabre world champion
has been drawn against Russia’s
Anna Smirnova. Kharlan, though,
will be able to take part from Sat-
urday in the team event -- in
which she won Olympic gold in
2008 and silver in 2016.

Ukraine's government has
taken a tough stance since Russ-
ian and Belarusian athletes were
permitted to return to competi-
tion earlier this year.

HOLY VOLLIED

Fukuoka, Japan - Australia’s
Mollie O’Callaghan said she was
"a wreck” after breaking the
women’'s 200m freestyle world
record at swimming's world
championships on Wednesday,
while French superstar Leon
Marchand claimed more gold.

O'Callaghan beat Olympic
champion Ariarne Titmus and
Canada’s Summer Mclintosh to
touch the wall in Tmin, 52.85sec
in Fukuoka, breaking a world
record that had stood since
2009. The 19-year-old injured
her knee five weeks before the
championships in Fukuoka and
she said she was “really shook”
to break the record.

“I couldn't really explain it in
the moment,” said O'Callaghan,
who had fired a warning shot
when she beat Titmus over
200m at the Australian trials last
month.

“There were tears, there was
happiness. It was very mixed

emotions.”

There was more glory for
Marchand, who added the 200m
butterfly title to the 400m indi-
vidual medley gold he won in
record-breaking time on the
opening day.

Tunisia’'s Ahmed Hafnaoui
took revenge on Australia’s Sam
Short to win the men’'s 800m
freestyle, while China's Qin
Haiyang picked up his second
gold in the men's 50m breast-
stroke. China then claimed an-
other title when they won the
mixed 4x100m medley relay.

O'Callaghan came out on top
after another epic women's
freestyle battle. Titmus was look-
ing to grab her second gold of the
championships after winning the
400m in a world record time on
the opening night.

She led for most of the race
but O'Callaghan turned on the
afterburners over the home
straight to reel her in.

Australia's Mollie O'Callaghan celebrates after winning the women's 200m freestyle on Wednesday (AFP)

Titmus finished second in a
personal-best time of 1:53.01,
ahead of MclIntosh on 1:53.65.

O'Callaghan'’s time beat the
world record of 1:52.98 set by
ltalian Federica Pellegrini --
wearing a supersuit -- at the
2009 world championships.

“Heading into this, | just really

wanted to have fun and enjoy it
and try my best and try some
new race plans,” said O'-
Callaghan. “To come out with a
world record was really unex-
pected for me.”

Marchand made headlines on
Sunday when he beat Michael
Phelps's legendary 400m IM

world record, a mark that had
stood since the 2008 Beijing
Olympics.

He picked up his second title
in the 200m butterfly, coming
home in Tmin, 52.43sec, ahead of
Poland's Krzysztof Chmielewski
on 1:53.62 and Japan’'s Tomoru
Honda on 1:53.66.

CLASSIFIEDS

SITUATION WANTED

A Male with a master's degree
and having 14 years of experi-
ence in core HR recruitment,
succession planning, manpower
budgeting, HR metrics and ana-
lytics in Oman with 10 various in-
dustry domain expertise is
looking for a suitable job.
Contact: +968-98034045
email amirfurgan.m@gmail.com.

HR Admin Indian (Kerala) MBA

holder - having ten years of ex-
perience in HR Admin/Secretary
in Oman with driving licence and
NOC - is looking for a job.
Contact: +968-97485991

Computer graduate with experi-
ence in logistics, supply chain,
warehousing, air cargo and
FMCG sales looking for a suit-
able opportunity.

Contact: +968-79069075

SITUATION VACANT

Leasing consultant with mini-
mum five years of experience and
currently in Muscat Apply https:
//hradmin.hire.trakstar.com/jobs

FLAT FOR RENT

4 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms,
kitchen, store, with AC and a
small sea view, near the Indian
School-Darsait. RO220 monthly
Contact: +968-99315986

SEND YOUR REQUEST FOR

Birthday/Anniversary wishes to wish@apexmedia.co.om
with your resident card copy (It's free of cost)

® Fleet of 2,000 vehicles

-

CONSTRUCTION, MAINTENANCE,
MEP&STEEL STRUCTURAL WORKS,

SAFRA INTERNATIONAL LLC

~

e P.O.Box: 124, PC-122, Sultanate of Oman

-

(M +96879858905,99347921 (&) safrainternationalllc@gmail.com

J

»

Our Services:

+968 96646605

+968 72188999

Timings :9am -1pm
4:30pm - 9pm

PROFILE

Profile Dental & Orthodontist Clinic

Azaiba Near Scientific Pharmacy

Mawalah South Near Bhala Pharmacy

E neenashik@gmail.com

ARCHITECTURE
HOUSE

Consulting Engineers
& Architects

+968 99433380

P.O Box : 1451 Muttrah
Postal Code : 114
Sultanate of Oman

a hussainalshidi@hotmail.com

Kishan GSM: +96897302738
Naseer GSM: +96897302739

alkadirpt23@gmail.com

Alkadirprofessionaltrad @gmail.com

Pest Control and Extermination
of Insects and Rooden General
Cleaning of Building

VENTURE & TRAVEL

FOR TOURISM

EXPLORE THE
WORLD WITHUS !!

+968 91378813

P.O.Box :62,

Postal Code:117,
Wadi Al Kabir, Muscat
- Sultanate of Oman

E manger@vttoman.com

Kitchen - Supermarket - Bakery - Equipments Supply

Services:

+968 24831661

* Choose from a wide range
of brands & models

* PDO, OXY and BP spec
vehicles available

o Attractive rates for short-term
& long-term lease

Muscat 9014 6672, 9679 0684 U J9i
Sohar 9731 6218 | Salalah 9429 9325 :

www.orbit-oman.com

% ORBIT

Car Rental & Lease

TADMUR TRAVEL & TOURISM

Book your tickets at the
best rates with us to
your travel destinations.

+968 24830685

Ruwi high street, near
Bank Muscat Opp. Al
Baraka Hypermarket

E tadmurtravelslic@gmail.com

B

Showroom: Ruwi High Street
Near Bank Muscat
Factory:Wadi Kabir industrial Area Muscat

info@gitter-gulf.com

CLASSIFIED LISTINGS

Muscat Daily offers a variety of classified listings for

individuals and establishments: Situations Vacant/Wanted,
Accommodation Wanted or Available, Sale of Household Items, Cars for
Sale or Wanted,Matrimonial Alliances, etc Please email your listing to
dailyclassifieds@apexmedia.co.om or call: 99104346
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Auckland, New Zealand - Jen-
nifer Hermoso and Alba Re-
dondo both scored twice as
Spain qualified for the last 16 of
the Women's World Cup with
a 5-0 win over Zambia on
Wednesday, a result that also
propelled Japan into the
knockout phase.

The fit-again Alexia Putellas
was handed a start by Spain
coach Jorge Vilda and she
played a part in early goals by
Teresa Abelleira and Hermoso
at Eden Park.

Substitute Redondo then
scored twice in the second
half, either side of another
Hermoso, goal as Spain
cruised to victory. Reigning
Ballon d'Or Putellas, who re-
cently returned from over nine
months out with a serious
knee injury, was taken off at
half-time, with Vilda looking to
preserve his star player for the
Group C decider against Japan
next Monday.

Japan had beaten Costa
Rica 2-0 earlier and they and

Spain's Alexia Putellas controls the ball during their match against
Zambia at Eden Park in Auckland on Wednesday (AFP)

Spain crush Zambia
5-0 to join Japan in
World Cuplast 16

Spain are now locked on six
points each. However, Spain's
margin of victory means they
now have a better goal differ-
ence and so just need a draw
to finish in first place when the
sides clash in Wellington.

Zambia are already con-
demned to a first-round exit in
their debut appearance at the
World Cup after a second suc-
cessive 5-0 hammering. Putel-
las had made a series of
cameo appearances for
Barcelona in the final weeks of
the season following her return
from a ruptured anterior cruci-
ate ligament suffered prior to
last year's European Champi-
onship.

She then started for Spainin
a pre-World Cup friendly
against Panama before ap-
pearing off the bench in last
Friday's 3-O defeat of Costa
Rica. Here she came in from

kick-off, with Mariona
Caldentey also handed a start
by Vilda.

AFP

FEELS LIKE

Messi scores
twice as
Miami crush
Atlanta

Fort Lauderdale, United States -
Lionel Messi's instant impact in
the United States continued on
Tuesday as he scored twice in
Inter Miami's 4-0 victory over
Atlanta United, firing his team
into the knockout rounds of the
Leagues Cup.

The Argentine World Cup-
winner was handed his first start
for his new club after coming off
the bench and grabbing a 94th-

Messi was too

much for Atlanta to cope with and
he struck up a fruitful understand-
ing with Finnish winger Robert
Taylor, who also scored two goals

minute winner in Friday's game
against Mexican club Cruz Azul.

In his first game against a
Major League Soccer club, Messi
was simply too much for Atlanta
to cope with and he struck up a
fruitful  understanding  with
Finnish winger Robert Taylor,
who helped himself to Miami's
other two goals.

The Leagues Cup is a tourna-
ment which brings together all
the top flight teams from MLS
and Mexico's Liga MX and with
two wins Miami top their group
and with their new arrival looking
settled so quickly, they will surely

Inter Miami's Lionel Messi (C) celebrates after scoring against Atlanta United FC in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, on Tuesday (AFP)

believe they can get their first
ever trophy.

Atlanta fatally began the game
playing a high-line, hoping to
compress the space for Messi,
but the approach simply allowed
Miami to pick their moments to
go over the top and exploit the
space behind.

It was via such a route that

Messi put the home side ahead in
the eighth minute when he was
sent free by a ball over the top
from his former Barcelona team-
mate Sergio Busquets. Messi
burst into the box and although
his low shot struck the post, he
made no mistake with the re-
bound, side-footing into the goal.

The seven-times Ballon d'Or

winner then doubled the advan-
tage in the 22nd minute, the first
of three goals that saw him com-
bine with Finnish winger Robert
Taylor. Messi ran at the back-
pedalling Atlanta defence before
switching to Taylor who slid the
ball back into the path of the 36-
year-old who slotted home.
Another Busquets ball over

the top found Messi but the off-
side flag was raised after he shot
straight at Atlanta keeper Brad
Guzan.

Miami made it 3-0, a minute
before the interval, when Messi
fed Benjamin Cremaschi, who
cleverly flicked the ball to Taylor
who defied the tight angle with a
fierce blast.

Man City beat Bayern in Tokyo friendly

Tokyo, Japan - Goals from James
McAtee and Aymeric Laporte
gave Manchester City a 2-1 vic-
tory over Bayern Munich on
Wednesday, and secured the Eu-
ropean champions their second
win of a pre-season tour in Japan.

Mathys Tel was on target for
Bayern, who lost 4-10n aggregate
to City in the quarter-finals of the
Champions League last season.

Pep Guardiola’s men ulti-
mately went on to win that com-
petition for the first time, beating
Inter Milan 1-0 in last month’'s
final in Istanbul to complete a
historic treble.

The two European heavy-

Manchester City's Erling Haaland controls the ball ahead of Bayern Munich's

Josip Stanisic during their friendly match in Tokyo on Wednesday (AFP)

weights spent most of the open-
ing quarter of an hour sizing each
other up in stifling conditions at
Japan National
Tokyo.

Leroy Sane danced into the
City penalty area and cut back for
Jamal Musiala in the 17th minute,
but his attempt was blocked at
the last by Nathan Ake.

Two minutes later Sane can-
noned a free-kick against the bar
from 25 yards out.

McAtee - who spent last
season on loan at Championship
side Sheffield United, opened the
scoring for City in the 21st
minute.

Stadium in

Philippines ready for ‘monumental’
last-16 bid at Women's World Cup

Wellington, New Zealand -
Philippines head coach Alen Sta-
jcic said the Women's World
Cup debutants faced a “monu-
mental” task to beat Norway and
squeeze into the tournament's
knock-out stages.

Ranked 46th in the world, the
Philippines blew Group A wide
open with a shock 1-O win over
co- hosts New Zealand on Tues-
day. Sarina Bolden scored the
winning header in Wellington to
claim her country's first goal at a
Women's World Cup - which
also sealed the Philippines’
maiden victory at either a men'’s

Philippines players celebrate their
victory against New Zealand

or women'’s finals. The side can
reach the last 16 by beating Nor-
way on Sunday, the same day

New Zealand face Switzerland.

Stajcic said his team, who
bounced back after losing their
opening game to the Swiss, had
to quickly shift focus to their final
pool game. “The job is not done,”
he said. “It's very important we
switch back into competition
mode and think what we have to
do in the last game to try and
squeeze out of this group.”

Stajcic said the Philippines
face a tough assignment against
1995 world champions Norway,
who have 2018 Ballon d'Or win-
ner Ada Hegerberg in their
squad.
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Oman Sail’s ]/70 team heads to South Korea for the 2023 ASAF Keelboat Cup

Muscat - Four sailors from
Oman Sail's national team will
compete at the ongoing 2023
ASAF Keelboat Cup in Bo-
ryeong, South Korea. Taking
place at the Boryeong Sailing
Centre at Daechun Beach, the
event brings together 12 interna-
tional teams and three qualify-
ing teams from within Korea to
race over four days of racing - as
well as the Awesome Islands
Race which kicks off the event.
The mid-distance offshore

race features teams from hosts
Korea, France, Denmark,
Turkey, Australia, New Zealand,
China, Thailand, and Malaysia,
as well as Oman. Oman team,
captained by Nasser al Mashari,
comprises Yaser al Rahbi, Ali al
Bulushi and Hussain al Jabri.
Mohsin al Busaidi, Oman
Sail's Head of Performance, said,
“This is a great chance to test
ourselves against crews from
around the world and some of
the best in South Korea. The

J/70 is a popular keelboat used
at high profile events in Kiel and
Hyeres, as well as at the World
Championships later this year,
and the 2023 ASAF Keelboat
Cup will give us invaluable expe-
rience ahead of a busy season.
We are looking forward to gaug-
ing our progress and working on
the technical aspects of the boat
in a highly competitive environ-
ment off the coast of the Yellow
Sea in South Korea.”

Al Mashari, Skipper of the

Nasser al Mashari

ina

competitive environment off the
coast of Yellow Sea in South Korea

team, said, “Racing in South
Korea is a great chance for us to
put into practice the tactics and
training we have been working
on and gain much-needed expe-

rience ahead of a busy winter
season. Building a connection as
a team is vital in order to per-
form at our very best, both now
and in the future, and the 11

races will help to identify areas
to improve on and learn more
about the boat.”

The 2023 ASAF Keelboat
Cup is the first Asian Yachting
Federation (ASAF) accredited
yachting competition to be held
in Korea and features 240
sailors and officials across three
events. There will be 13 coun-
tries competing in 11 races in the
J/70 class and youth squads
from 10 countries represented in
the Optimist competition.

EXPECTED ABETTER
PERFORMANCE FROM
THE BOYS: MENDIS

Oman A lost all
their matches
at the recent
ACC Emerging
Teams Asia Cup
in Sri Lanka

Muscat - After reaching the high
of a top-six place in the ICC
Men's Cricket World Cup Qual-
ifier in Zimbabwe earlier this
month, much was expected
from the Oman A side at the
ACC Emerging Teams Asia Cup
in Sri Lanka.

However, they failed to make
an impression and lost all the
three matches in the group stage
to make a tame exit.

National chief coach Duleep
Mendis, who was delighted with
his team'’s display at the ICC
World Cup Qualifier in Zim-
babwe, admitted that the boys
failed to performin Sri Lanka but
added that it is a learning curve
for the team.

In his remarks at the conclu-
sion of the ACC Emerging
Teams Asia Cup, which was
won by Pakistan on Sunday,
Mendis said: “l expected a much
better performance from my
boys. We rested a few of our
senior players for the Emerging
Teams Asia Cup with an aim to
provide exposure to newcomers.
The Oman A team was a mix of
seniors and a few newcomers
but the team's performance dis-
appointed me.

“"We had an exceptional tour-
nament in Zimbabwe where we
belied the expectations of many
by qualifying for the Super Six
stage. The players performed
brilliantly and | am proud of what
they achieved in the ICC World

Ayaan Khan

Cup Qualifier.

"l expected the senior players
to continue their good form in Sri
Lanka and hoped that would rub
off on the newcomers. It didn't

Itdidn’t happen. I am not offering ex-
cuses but the long tour of Zimbabwe led
to senior players being exhausted.

happen. | am not offering ex-
cuses but the long tour of Zim-
babwe led to senior players
being exhausted. They failed to
do justice to their talent.”

The Sri Lankan great, who has
been with Oman for more than a
decade, and led the Team Red to
two T20 World Cups and guided
the team to ICC ODI World Cup

Qualifier, added: “We did pick
few newcomers and gave them a
chance to play against some
good sides in the Emerging
Teams Asia Cup. We may not
have got the desired results but
this is the only way forward - to
provide a platform for newcom-
ers at the international stage.”

In Sri Lanka, Oman A were
placed in Group A with hosts Sri
Lanka A, Bangladesh A and

Afghanistan A.
Oman A began their cam-
paign on July 13 against

Afghanistan A and went down by
72 runs. Chasing a target of 268
to win after Afghanistan A scored
267/8, Oman A were dismissed
for 195 in 40.3 overs with Ayaan
Khan top-scoring with 47.

In the next game, Bangladesh
A cruised to an eight-wicket win.
Oman A were all out for 126 in
46 overs with Ayaan again the
top  run-getter with 26.
Bangladesh A raced to win in 17
overs scoring 130/2.

And in the concluding group
match, Oman A had a game to
forget as they were bundled out
for a paltry 42 in 17.1 overs
against hosts Sri Lanka A, who
had batted first and hammered
259/8 in 50 overs. It was the
second ever lowest List A score
of Oman.

Ayaan emerged as team's top
scorer with 74 runs from three
matches followed by Shoaib
Khan (70). Both the batters also
had an excellent tour to Zim-
babwe. In bowling, captain Agib
llyas picked a total of eight wick-
ets with best figures of 4/58
against Sri Lanka A.

The Sri Lanka tour gave na-
tional team List A debuts for
wicketkeeper Abdul Rauf, Shubo
Pal and Muhammad Bilal Shah,
who were called up for their
maiden national team tour.

Australia eager to

London, United Kingdom - Aus-
tralia may have retained the
Ashes but a chance to win a Test
series in England will spur them
on after they “got away” with a
draw in Manchester.

Ashes-holders Australia have
arrived in London for a series fi-
nale at The Oval starting Thurs-
day with the urn secured at 2-1
up with one to play after England
dominated the fourth Test at Old
Trafford, only for rain to ensure
the match ended in a draw.

Australia also led 2-1in 2019
only for England to win at The
Oval and end the series all
square at 2-2.

Pat Cummins's squad, which
contains several survivors from
that trip, are determined to avoid
a repeat as they bid to end Aus-

tralia's 22-year wait for an Ashes
series win in England.

“The feeling around it was yes,
we have got away with one, but
ultimately we have come here to
win the Ashes and we have gone
a huge way to doing that,” Aus-
tralia batsman Travis Head said
at The Oval on Tuesday.

He added: “I think there are a
lot of similarities with “19...But |
also think off the back of that, it
probably showed us how muchit
meant and how much winning
the Ashes would actually really
mean instead of retaining them.”

Australia will consider recall-
ing specialist spinner Todd Mur-
phy, omitted from an attack
plundered for 592 at Old Traf-
ford - a total featuring Zak Craw-
ley's 189.

Pat Cummins

ton puts

Colombo, Sri Lanka - Opener
Abdullah Shafique’'s maiden
double century and an un-
beaten 132 by Agha Salman put
Pakistan in the box seat
Wednesday on day three of the
second Test against Sri Lanka.

The tourists reached 563-5
at stumps, leading Sri Lanka by
397 runs in their first innings at
Colombo’s Sinhalese Sports
Club. Salman and concussion
substitute Mohammad
Rizwan, on 37, were batting in
an unbeaten stand of 95 after
Shafique's departure on 201.

Salman played attacking
cricket to reinforce Pakistan's
new aggressive style in this se-
ries and reached his second
Test ton with a boundary.

Shafique led the mammoth
reply in response to SriLanka's
166 as he put on three century
stands including a 124-run
sixth-wicket partnership with
Salman.

Shafique, who began the
day on 87, reached 200 in the
final session with a single off
Asitha Fernando, taking off his
helmet and pointing to his
name on the back of his jersey.

But he was soon caught out
at deep mid-off by left-arm

Pakistan's Abdullah Shafique (L) celebrates after scoring a century
against Sri Lanka on the third day of the second Test on Wednesday

Shafigue double

in command of
second Test

Pakistan

spinner Prabath Jayasuriya,
who also had skipper Babar
Azam for 39 earlier in the day.

Fernando cut short Saud
Shakeel's knock on 57 in the
afternoon session to take his
wicket tally to three.

The fast bowler came
around the wicket to trap the
left-handed Shakeel Ibw and
end a 109-run partnership with
Shafique.

Wicketkeeper-batsman
Sarfaraz Ahmed made 14 be-
fore he retired hurt after feel-
ing dizzy, likely due to a blow
he received on his helmet on
the first ball faced from Fer-
nando.

He was finally substituted
by Rizwan. Shafique passed
150 for the second time
against Sri Lanka with a single
off Ramesh Mendis, and then
went past his previous Test
best of 160 not out.

Pakistan resumed on 178-2
after Tuesday's downpours re-
stricted the action to just 10
overs. Shafique started cau-
tiously but soon hit two suc-
cessive  boundaries  off
Fernando before a single got
his hundred.

AFP

after a
successful
stint with
Glamorgan

It was less than two months
ago that now injured off-spinner
Nathan Lyon helped bowl Aus-
tralia to victory at The Oval in the
World Test Championship final
against India, taking 4-41in the
second innings.

All-rounder Mitchell Marsh,
who returned to Test cricket
after a four-year absence with a
hundred in England'’s win in the

end long wait for Ashes series win in England

third Test at Headingley, is strug-
gling with “soreness”, while fast
bowler Mitchell Starc has a
shoulder problem.

As a result, fellow paceman
Michael Neser could make his
first appearances of the series
after a successful stint with
Glamorgan in the English County
Championship.

Meanwhile, England captain
Ben Stokes has no doubts over
James Anderson keeping his
place in an unchanged side for
the finale, hailing the veteran
seamer as “the greatest fast
bowler to play the game”.

Anderson, 41 on Sunday, has
taken just four wickets in three
matches this series at a costly
average of 76.75 apiece.

AFP
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Oman celebrates its
bountiful date harvest
with traditional chores
and fanfare

here is arich, sugary fragrance of ripe
dates all around, the farmers are all
smiles, and the barns are getting
ready to store Oman's bountiful date
harvest that has exceeded expecta-
tions this year.

June and July bring about the much-anticipated date
harvest season in Oman, marked by the important agri-
cultural festival known as 'Tabseel'.

This is a time when farming families, women, and chil-
drenincluded, unite in the fields to collect the year's crop.
Not just a chore, the harvest is infused with festive spirit,
with folk songs echoing as everyone works together.

In the past few years, the jubilant atmosphere was
slightly dampened by challenges of
COVID-19 and unpredictable rains. How-
ever, this year tells a different tale.
Favourable weather, characterised by in-

Spans around three tense heat and minimal rainfall before fruit
WeekS. It commences ripening, contributed to a surge in date

as the dates turn a

ripe yellow

production.

This joyous turn of events was mirrored
in the vibrant festival celebrations. Little
girls and youths enhanced the festivities,
turning out in colourful, traditional Omani
attire.

The process of Tabseel spans around three weeks. It
commences as the dates turn a ripe yellow. Harvesters
ascend the palm trees, skillfully snipping the bunches
with a sharp, sickle-like knife. The bunches are carefully
lowered using ropes and are then transported, often by
camel or donkey, to the processing site.

At the processing site, women and children eagerly
wash the harvested dates, discard the damaged fruits,
and prepare them for drying. Then dates are cooked in
large pots, within a specially designed shed known as a
'tarkiba’. After a half-hour of boiling over firewood at a
controlled temperature, the dates are spread out to dry
on a specially prepared area called a 'mastina’. Here, the
dates bask in the sun for five to ten days. The length of
this drying process is subject to weather conditions.

Once dried, the dates are ready for the market.
Oman's dates are a sought-after commaodity in the local
and international markets alike, with demand stretching
to India, other Asian countries, and increasingly, Europe.
Despite a shortage last year due to the rain-affected
crop, this year promises a robust supply, thanks to the
rich harvest.

For many foreign workers, predominantly from
Bangladesh, the harvest season is also a time of joy.
Their earnings during this period can be three to four
times their regular wages. As another successful harvest
season draws to a close, smiles adorn the faces of farm-
ers, their joy reflecting the year's fruitful yield.

(Text and photos: V K Shafeer)
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Do you loathe the health freaks who can't stop talking about
the benefits of oats? You, too, can follow suit without letting
them know - but don't dismiss oats as merely a 'breakfast

cereal’ If vou use it outside the box, you can get it onto
your dinner table in many interesting ways

Oats Kebabs

Ingredients

1 cup elephant yam (suran) or crumbled
paneer|tofu

1 cup raw banana - boiled and chopped

1 cup carrots chopped, 1 onion - chopped fine
2cm piece ginger - chopped fine

4 cloves garlic - chopped fine

1tbsp red chilli powder

1tsp turmeric powder

1tbsp cumin powder, 1tbsp coriander powder
1tbsp dried mango powder (amchur)

1 cup instant Oats - divided

Y2 cup milk, salt and pepper, to taste

Oil for shallow frying

Method

First, clean and chop up the yam and raw banana,
and pressure cook till tender with a pinch of salt
and turmeric. If using paneer/tofu instead of yam,
then boil only the skinned and chopped banana

till tender. Set aside.

Heat 1tbsp oil in a pan, add in the onions, garlic
and ginger, and saute till the onions become
translucent. Then add the carrot and keep frying
till the carrot gets tender. Add all the spice pow-
ders and mix well. Saute till the raw smell of the
chilli goes away.

Add this to the boiled yam and raw banana
mixture (or banana and paneer/tofu) and mix
well. Add half cup of oats to this mixture and re-
serve half cup of oats for coating. Adjust season-
ing, if required. Take small portions onto wet
palms, shape them into lemon sized balls, and
flatten them into cutlets. Place the remaining half
cup of oats on a plate with the milk on the side.
Dip each cutlet in milk and coat it well with oats.

Heat a fry pan, drizzle some oil and toast the
cutlets on medium heat on both sides till they
turn golden brown. Serve the Oats Kebabs as a
snack or as an appetiser for dinner.

Oatmeal Soup

Ingredients

2 cup oatmeal, 1 cup chopped mixed veggies
Ya cup onion - chopped

3 cloves of garlic - chopped finely

1 bay leaf

2 or 3 spring onions - white and green parts chopped
separately

1/3tsp Italian seasoning

A pinch of nutmeg

12 cups milk

1 cup water, 1tbsp olive oil

Vatsp sugar

Salt, to taste

Chilli flakes and cheese - for garnish

Method

Heat oil in a pot and add the bay leaf, garlic, onions, and white
part of spring onions, and saute until the onions turn translu-
cent. Now, add the chopped veggies and salt, and mix. Then,
add the oats, 1 cup water, Italian seasoning, and cook for 8-10
minutes on medium flame. Add milk, nutmeg, sugar, green part
of spring onions and adjust salt, as needed. Add more milk if
you need it thinner in consistency. Pour in soup bowls and
serve garnished with chilli flakes and cheese.

Masala Oats

Ingredients

2 cup oats - instant oats

Ya cup vegetables (chopped carrot, peas)

Ya cup onion - finely chopped, 2tbsp tomato - finely chopped
Y2tsp ginger garlic paste, Vatsp turmeric powder

Yatsp red chilli powder, V2tsp garam masala powder

Yatsp coriander powder, 1tbsp coriander leaves

22 cups water, salt, to taste, 1-2tsp butter

For tempering
2tsp oil, Y2tsp cumin seeds

Method

Heat oil in a pan - when it is heated add cumin seeds and let it
splutter. Add onion, tomato and ginger garlic paste. Saute until
it shrinks and tomatoes turn mushy. Now, add vegetables,
turmeric powder, red chilli powder, coriander powder, and
garam masala powder along with required salt.

Saute for 2 minutes, then add water, mix it and let it come
to a boil. Cook covered until the veggies are tender. Now, add
oats and mix. Continue cooking till the mixture turns like por-
ridge consistency. Remove from flame, garnish with coriander
leaves, and serve hot with a dollop of butter.

Optional - top with shredded, boiled chicken.

Oats Bhel (spicy muesli)

Ingredients

1 cup rolled oats, 1 small onion - minced
2 cup minced cucumber

2 cup minced carrot

1 tomato — minced

1 green chilli — minced (optional)

Ya cup skinned, toasted peanuts

2tsp chaat masala

2tsp date and tamarind chutney

2tsp green chutney

2tbsp cilantro/coriander - finely chopped
Juice of half lemon

Y2 cup nylon sev

Method

Heat a pan, and when it is hot, add the oats and toast them
until they are crisp - 3 to 5 minutes. Let them turn light golden
brown but don't let them burn.

Transfer the toasted oats to large bowl and let it cool.
Meanwhile, chop all the veggies. Add the chopped onion, car-
rot, cucumber, tomato, and peanuts. Then, toss in the chutneys
and chaat masala. Mix well.

Garnish with cilantro, drizzle the lemon juice, top with a
sprinkle of nylon sev, and serve right away when crunchy.
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(Photos: V K Shafeer)

The Embassy of France hosted a reception to celebrate Fete nationale de la Republique Francaise (National Day of France) on July 14 (//#; )x\

Long weekend revelry

People enjoyed the long weekend - due to an additional Muharram
holiday last week - at parks, beaches, and paid visits to the floating
library - Logos Hope

(Photos: V K Shafeer)

BOGGLER DO YOU SUDOKU? i . i
Quiz on interesting Facts

LEVEL EASY: &
. . Alaska was part of which country before being sold to EEW
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and he United » %1
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1to 9 and only one t eDU"'te kStates. {
instance of each number a.zenmar
b. Tanzania
c. Russia
4 2 d. Paraguay
Answer - In 1867, Tsar Alexander |l of Russia sold the
) ) 1 5 8 9 Alaskan territory to the United States for US$7.2mn -
Each game will present you with a
matrix filled with letters. The or about US$120mn today.
objective is to form words by 1
linking adjacent letters - to the left, 76 y
right, on top, bottom, or diagonal 9 8 RO.\ dlt) @‘
to each other. The Boggles Classic
game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words
are valued at one point for each 7 5 o 3
letter in excess of two letters. A
three letter word is worth one
point, a four letter word is worth 6
two points, and so on. Valid words
must be at least three letters long. 2 3
Solution 20-25 words:
Excellent, 15-20 words: Very 8 4 "9{"
good, 10-15 words: Good, 7 6|8 f‘ﬁ\_
5-10 words: Average

WORD BUILDER [l LA L4 O
2 |v|s|s|z|[i|z]o]e]s
E 2 [vlolzlelslslelv]|s &)
. - < The name of the ancient Egyptian queen Nefertiti =
E You have three minutes to find all * sl e =]>
U the words contained in this word. " meant "the one and only ruler' - True or False?
s < elit]e|o|v|8]|s]|z]|¢
(17}
g|ls|v|c|le|lz]e]|L]o
s Rules: Words should be at least > " POALLIR SBY SUO |NjIINeaq 3y}, Juesw Ajjenoe aweu
A R four letters long, proper nouns é s|vitjelelelLiole JoH *D'g SOOEL-PIW By} Ul pauBias 1}38N ‘siojnd
and duplicates don't count g Llele|rfefof8|s]|t a|ewWwa) may 5,1dAST JUBIDUE JO BUQ 95| - JOMSUY
4 olz|s|L|s|s|v|e]|€

YOUR DAILY
OROSCOPE

ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19

Perk up your energy today with good old-fashioned phys-
ical exercise! And before you start worrying about how to
fitin a marathon before lunch, relax. Your feats don't have
to be huge ones. Just take a walk someplace you ordinarily
would drive to. Take the stairs instead of the elevator. Do
some sit-ups while you watch television.

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20

No matter who they are, there's no reason for you to tol-
erate a pompous person whose arrogance verges on
rudeness today. If you feel you're being talked down to
by the higher-ups, you owe it to yourself to push back,
diplomatically, of course. You are good at this, and you
can easily put this person in their place without offending
them or putting them on the defensive.

GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21

Arguments bring out the worst is people, so if someone
takes a cheap shot at you during a spat today, you have
to let it roll off your back. Don't ignore it, but don't use it
as an excuse to start hitting below the belt yourself. Rise
above this. Keep the conversation about the problem at
hand, not their personal issues.

CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22

Something shocking and a bit outrageous could happen
today, and you need to be prepared for it. When it hap-
pens, don't overreact. Stop everything just for a moment
and review the situation thoroughly. It isn't what it looks
like at first glance, so if you give in to a knee-jerk reaction
now, you'll be regretting it in a big way later.

LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22

Try not to edit what you say too much today. You should-
n't say everything that comes into your head, but you
should be more open. You'll get what you want much
more quickly if you speak honestly from the heart.
Whether you're in a business situation, at school, or cud-
dling with your sweetie, you need to be frank and even a
little bit vulnerable.

VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22

You've just climbed one heck of a mountain, and you de-
serve a big pat on the back for rising to the challenge. Just
make sure that pat is delivered by someone else's hand,
though. Being too quick to boast about your achievement
could make people think that you only did it for the brag-
ging rights, and that cheapens it.

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22

Try not to overthink things today. You will only get par-
alyzed by the details, and the details won't really matter
in the long run anyway. Nothing is set in stone right
now, so spending any energy getting all hyped up about
something is a total waste of time. Your hopes should
stay planted firmly on the ground.

SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21

There is always a balance of power in any relationship.
Someone is always calling the shots while the other per-
son goes along with the plan. Who does what should be
shifting back and forth regularly. If it's not, today is the
day to bring that up. If you're the one always making plans
in one of your relationships, ask the other person to think
of something for you two to do.

SAGITTARIUSNOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER 21
If you're in a romantic relationship right now, expect
things to change dramatically soon. The growth spurt that
you were hoping for is coming. You two are about to
shoot ahead a little bit faster than you imagined, so be
ready for the shock. If you aren't in a romantic relation-
ship, you'll be finding more joy than ever in your inde-
pendent status.

CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19
Today, you need to be aware that people are putting on a
bit of a show for you, either because they want to impress
you or because they want to trick you. The distinction is
fairly irrelevant, though. If they aren't being genuine, they
aren't being genuine. Whenever others appear to be
something they are not, you must beware. So accept their
flattery with a smile, but don't buy into it.

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18
it's that they often distract you from what really
matters. It's not important who's behind the wheel
right now. What really matters is finding a solution to
the problem. The first step is to admit this and act
accordingly. You have to put your own desires aside
and think of the greater good today.

PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20

If you want to make today a productive day, you're
going to have to get opinions from other people while
at the same time avoiding inflicting your opinions on
them. It sounds like tricky business, but if anyone can
pull it off with grace, you can. Your thoughts are only
going to take things off track and cause conversations
to go off on fun yet time-consuming tangents, so focus
on getting input from others.



16 | MUSCAT DAILY | THURSDAY, JULY 27 2023

CELEBS
FLAUNT
"‘BARBIE
PINK’

=== veryone is talking ‘Barbie-
| core' this summer. Since

summer started, sassy
b PiNk ensembles plucked
straight from a Barbie doll's
closet have been all the rage.
And the celebrities have been
hot on the trend.

From bubble gum to fuchsia,
stars like Anne Hathaway Kim
Kardashian, Kelly Rowland, and
more are packing the punch in
shades of pink. These celebs
have proven the hue is not just
for little girls, as they've rocked
the bright, bold colour to perfec-
tion on the red carpet, on the
sidewalks, and beyond.

Top films to be screened at Venice film fest

HELEN MIRREN PLAYS
GOLDA MEIR IN ‘GOLDA'

Helen Mirren is transformed into blunt, stubborn Israeli
Prime Minister Golda Meir in the official trailer for Golda, di-
rector Guy Nattiv's ticking-clock thriller recalling true events
set during the tense Yom Kippur War in 1973.

Golda had its world premiere in Berlin as it portrays the
only woman in the Israeli cabinet becoming a surprisingly ef-
fective military leader after her country faced an unexpected
twin attack from the Arab powers of Syria and Egypt on the
morning of Jewish holiday Yom Kippur in 1973.

DOLLY PARTON - EASY
TO IMPERSONATE

Dolly Parton has declared she's one of the easiest singers
to impersonate due to her massive hair and appealing
physique. The 77-year-old Jolene icon told lookalikes all
they had to do if they wanted to copy her trademark style
was buy a cheap wig and pad themselves up.

She made the remark as the Guinness Book of World
Records decides if a gathering of 1,137 'Dollys' in Ireland
qualifies as history's biggest ever mob of Parton lookalikes.
Dolly was quoted in the Daily Mailsaying about the record-
setting bid, “Thank you for liking me that much. But I'm
easy to do. You can buy a cheap wig anywhere, you can
pad yourself up..."

MEG 2: THE
TRENCH

Exploring the depths of
the ocean, a research
team must takeon a
daring operation and
survive megaladons.

GRETA GERWIG ON
'‘BARBIE' SEQUEL

Following Barbie’s massive debut weekend, Greta
Gerwig is opening up about the film's success, criti-
cism and if she sees a sequel in her future. During an
interview with The New York Times, published on-

line Tuesday, when asked if she sees the Margot
Robbie-led film as the start of a franchise or a com-
plete story, the director responded, “At this moment,
it's all I've got. | feel like that at the end of every
movie, like I'll never have another idea and every-
thing I've ever wanted to do, | did,” she explained. I
wouldn’t want to squash anybody else's dream, but
for me, at this moment, I'm at totally zero.”

RYAN GOSLING - THE
TRUE A-LISTER CELEB

Ryan Gosling, you bet, is now kind of a big
deal. The La la loverboy has jumped
back on the silver screen in his ste

ling role as Ken in Greta Gerwig"

highly anticipated Barbie filrr
alongside Margot Robbie, but the
Canadian heartthrob has been i

the reckoning for long. The 42-ye

old is a true A-list celeb, starring in a
steady stream of seven blockbusters for over a decade along-
side some of Hollywood's best.

UPS STRIKE AVERTED

The Teamsters union and shipping giant UPS announced
Tuesday that the two sides had reached a tentative agree-
ment on a five-year contract that would avert a crippling
strike across the United States. Some 340,000 UPS work-
ers had stood poised for a stoppage as Teamsters leaders
pressed for increased wages. The proposed deal now faces
rank-and-file workers who will vote on August 3 to 22.

Emma Stone as a Frankenstein-like creature and biopics of Priscilla Presley and Enzo Ferrari will premiere at
next month's Venice Film Festival. The lineup for the 80th edition of the prestigious festival on the beach-
lined Lido also includes the latest films from Roman Polanski and Woody Allen, both sure to raise eyebrows
due to long-time sexual abuse allegations dogging the directors.

Among the 23 films competing for the top Golden Lion prize is Bradley Cooper's Maestro about legendary
conductor and composer Leonard Bernstein. The festival's artistic director, Alberto Barbera described the
film as a 'biography of an extraordinary genius' that focuses on Bernstein's tormented relationship with his
wife, played by Carey Mulligan.

COMING SOON

Genre: Action

Starring: Jason
Statham, Sienna
Guillory, Jing Wu,
Sophia Cai
Language: English

Release Date: August 3

HOLLYWOOD MOVIE REVIEW

Genre: Biographical thriller
Starring: Cillian Murphy, Florence Pugh, Robert Downey Jr,
Emily Blunt, Tony Goldwyn

Master blaster

hen people come to

watch a star in a new

release it is a block-

buster, but when peo-
ple come to watch a director for a new
release, it is a classic. That's Christo-
pher Nolan and his magic.

The auteur has shaped the visual
story of one of the most contested
legacies of the 20th century - that of J
Robert Oppenheimer (played by Cillian
Murphy) the 'father of the atomic
bomb'. He is designated the task to
create and denote the first ever atomic

bomb that had a devastating impact on
Japan and ended World War .

A treat to the visual medium, the
three-hour film is not a story of world
war; it is but the war of human agonies
and conflicts of inner conscious of the
atomic scientist portrayed diligently by
Murphy.

The film appeals to both, the intel-
lect as well as the emotion. Narrated in
a non-linear style of story telling, the
film teases viewers with various con-
cepts of life, death and ambition. The
conversation between the heart and
mind has been interestingly depicted
by the torn apart Oppenheimer and in-
tellectual Albert Einstein (played by
Tom Conti).

The impressively grand scale Op-

penheimer exhibits are truly breathtak-
ing (and deafening as well), especially
since it was shot by Nolan's favourite
DOP Hoyte van Hoytema (Interstellar,
Dunkirk, Tenet) using massive IMAX
cameras equipped with special 65mm
film stock. The director did not use any
special effects for the film but relied on
practical effects including those of the
grand atomic explosions.

Murphy, ever loved since his Peaky
Blinders era, nailed his role to perfec-
tion. He transformed in his finest role to
date, bringing to life all the complexities
and contradictions of the tormented
flamboyant scientist, J Robert Oppen-
heimer.
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