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OMAN CONDEMNS KILLING OF
SECURITY PERSONS IN JORDAN

The Sultanate of Oman has

voiced its deep sympathies and
condolences to the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan, its government
and people and families of security
men who were martyred when
performing their sacred duty in

OMAN'S GDP AT CURRENT PRICES &
EXCEEDS OMR32 BILLION -

The Sultanate of Oman’s Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) at current prices increased
by 30.4 percent by the end of September
2022 to reach OMR32,045.6 million
compared to OMR24,618.1 million by the
end of September 2021, according to the
latest data issued by the National Centre for
Statistics and information (NCSI). >A5
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preserving the Kingdom’s stability. >A2
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HIS MAJESTY PRAISES

MEMBERS IN AGH

HM lays emphasis on
the need to prioritise
the interest of the
nation above all other

considerations

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik gave an audi-
ence to the Chairman and mem-
bers of the Shura Council Office at
Al Barakah Palace on Wednesday.

Upon the start of the meet-
ing, His Majesty the Sultan gave
thanks and praise to the Almighty
Allah for the great blessings He
bestowed on this dear country. He
prayed to the Almighty to perpetu-
ate the divine gifts on Oman and
its people and guide the people
to find the best way to fulfil their
aspirations, asking Allah the Al-
mighty to provide Omani people
with abundant means of realizing
abrighter future.

His Majesty the Sultan spoke
about a number of topics of rele-
vance to realising the desired goals
of the country and citizens, within
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Snow Oman fo open
on December 24

The wait is over. Making

the Oman winter merrier

will be Snow Oman, the
largest indoor snow park in the
country, which is all set to open
its door at the Mall of Oman on
December 24. In a tweet, Snow
Oman announced that the
opening will be on December
24. Advance tickets have been
put on offer, starting from
OMR12.5.>A3
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Zelenskyy plans fo
visit Washington

Ukrainian President
2 Volodymyr Zelenskyy is

travelling to Washington,
to hold a meeting with US
President Joe Biden and
address the United States
Congress. This will be his
first trip abroad since Russia
invaded Ukraine in February
2022. The White House
confirmed the trip late on
Tuesday. >A7

Oman to organise Muscat
Nights from January 19

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The name of the Mus-
cat Festival has been changed to
Muscat Nights, the Muscat Mu-
nicipality announced recently.

Speaking exclusively to Times
of Oman, an official from Muscat
Municipality confirmed that the
name of the Muscat Festival has
been changed to Muscat Nights
and it will be held from January
19 to February 4 next year after a
three-year hiatus due to the Cor-
onavirus pandemic.

The Municipality said in an
online statement that it had in-
vited on November 16 interested
and talented people to partici-
pate in a competition to design a
logo for the Muscat Nights event.
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Amongthe 34 designers who par-
ticipated, the winner was Ali bin
Said Al-Waeli and his design has
been adopted as the official logo
of Muscat Nights.

The statement added that “we
value the participation of all cre-
ators who were part of the com-
munity’s voice to develop a visual
identity for our next event, which
will start on January 19.” >A3

Treasury bills worth
OMR12mnissued

The Central Bank of Oman
3 (CBO) raised OMR12
million by way of allotting
treasury bills. The treasury
bills are for a maturity period
of 28 days, from December 21
until January 18,2023. The
average accepted price reached
OMR99.713 for every OMR100,
and the minimum accepted
price arrived at OMR99.710 per
OMR100.>B1
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the context of state’s approaches
and its future policies.

His Majesty the Sultan com-
mended the role of the Shura Coun-
cil and its members in achieving
the goals entrusted to them, nota-
bly by supporting the efforts made
in implementing development
plans and programmes and realis-
ing growth, in accordance with the
priorities of each stage, as they act
as partners in the comprehensive
domestic development process.

In view of ongoing preparations
to hold municipal council elec-
tions on 25 December 2022, His
Majesty the Sultan touched on
the powers entrusted to the mem-
bers of the municipal councils. His
Majesty instructed members of
the Shura Council to focus on the
powers granted to them by virtue
of Oman Council Law and observe
the significance of integration
between the roles of Shura and
municipal councils, to avoid any
duplication or clash between the
functions of the two institutions.

At the conclusion of the meeting,
His Majesty the Sultan laid emphasis
on the need to prioritise the interest
of'the nation above all other consid-
erations, by strengthening partner-
ship and integration between the
Council of Ministers and the Coun-
cil of Oman, to serve the overall pub-
licinterest. -ona more pictures on A4

Sayyid Shihab presides over
graduation of RAO cadets

‘Public debt reduction to ensure
financial and economic stability’

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Sultanate attaches
great importance to reducing pub-
lic debt in a way that guarantees
financial and economic stability. It
is with this end in view that within
five years, the Sultanate has paid off
nearly OMRS5 billion of public debt.

Speaking to Times of Oman, Dr.
Mohammad Al-Wardi, an aca-
demic and economic analyst, said:
“There are some apprehensions on
budget deficit and the assumption
of $55 per barrel price of oil. I want
to clarify that this price is hypo-
thetical and precautionary, in or-
der to avoid any drop in oil prices.”

“The Sultanate paid OMR5 bil-
lion as interest on debt alone be-
tween 2016 and 2022, out of which

OMRI1.1 billion was paid during
2022, and another OMR1.2 billion
has been allocated for debt servicing
in 2023. Therefore, the Sultanate at-
taches great importance to debt re-
duction to ensure financial and eco-
nomic stability,” Dr Al-Wardi said.
He confirmed that spending
for 2023 comes to OMR13 billion,
which is similar to actual spend-
ing for 2022, while revenues have
been projected at OMR11.6 billion
on the back of a conservative oil
price of $55 per barrel to hedge

against price fluctuations. Accord-
ingly, the budget deficit will reach
OMR1.3billion, but with the rise in
oil prices, the budget will achieve a
surplus, not a deficit.”

Al-Wardi said oil revenues has
been put at OMR5.3 billion and
gas revenues at OMR3 billion.
Al-Wardi also said that budget ex-
penditure includes several sectors,
including education (about OMR2
billion, or 44% of social spending,
health (about OMR1 billion, or
22%, and debt interests (OMR1.2
billion), while security and de-
fence sector has been allocated
OMBRS3 hbillion. While development
expenditure amounts to OMRO0.9
billion, support expenses (fuel,
electricity, food, etc.) amount to
OMR1.8 billion.” >A2
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Keeping your business on track since 1972

GAC Oman provides professional and expert solutions for all your shipping and
logistics needs to support diverse sectors across Oman and beyond.

GAC Oman

GAC Building, Dohat Al Adab St. Al Khuwair, 112, Ruwi, Sultanate of Oman

E: muscat@gac.com | T: +968 2447 7800
B} linkedin.com/company/gacoman
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Oman condemns
killing of security
persons in Jordan

MUSCAT: The Sultanate of
Oman has voiced its deep sym-
pathies and condolences to the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan,
its government and people and
families of security men who fell
martyr when performing their
sacred duty in preserving the
Kingdom’s stability. It wished the
injured quick recovery.

In a statement issued here,
the Foreign Ministry affirmed
Oman’s full solidarity with Jor-
dan in undertaking all measures
to maintain its security and en-

sure its stability.

Oman expresses it absolute re-
jection of all forms of violence and
terrorism targeting countries’
security or the gains or achieve-
ments of their peoples. -ona

‘Dealing with public
debt important’

<FROM As for the most im-
Al portant sources of in-

come other than oil and

gas that the Sultanate

should pay attention to,
Al-Wardi said: “The Sultanate
relies on economic diversifica-
tion of the structures as also the
sources of budget income, start-
ing from sectors in which the
Sultanate has competitive ad-
vantages such as the fish, clean
energy, industrial minerals, tour-
ism sectors etc.”

Dr. Al-Wardi said: “The gov-
ernment’s commitment to the
budget items is good, but it is
always necessary to be flexible
to adapt to developments and
fluctuating circumstances, es-
pecially since the budget is con-

servative.”

“After 7 years of the finan-
cial impact of the collapse in oil
prices on state budgets, the 2022
budget returns to the levels of oil
sales revenues during the years of
the financial boom. We returned,
but only after the debt reached
OMR20.8 Dhillion. Therefore,
dealing with public debt is the
most important priority of the
government.”

Noora Al Badi said: “The se-
curity and defence budget has
been put at OMR3 billion. This
includes defence, police, secu-
rity, guards and the royal office.
Therefore, the amount is very
reasonable compared to the ex-
penses of the neighbouring coun-
tries in this sector.”
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Snow Oman to open at Mall
of Oman on December 24

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The wait is over. Mak-
ing the Oman winter merrier will
be Snow Oman, the largest indoor
snow park in the country, which is
all set to open its door at the Mall
of Oman on December 24.

In a tweet on Tuesday, Snow
Oman announced that the open-
ing will be on December 24. Ad-
vance tickets have been put on
offer, starting from OMR12.5.

Developed by Majid Al Fut-
taim, Snow Oman is an indoor
snow park destination spread over
14,830 square metres. Among the
major attractions, Snow Oman of-
fersrides, alocal colony of king and
gentoo penguins and real snow.

Snow Oman is the third and
newest brand to join Global Snow,
the indoor snow and ski enter-
tainment arm of Majid Al Fut-
taim. In 2005, Majid Al Futtaim
pioneered a one-of-a-kind, sub-
zero leisure offering in its

Flag ship shopping mall the
Mall of the Emirates: Ski Dubai.
The award-winning brand has
been recognised as the “World’s
Best Indoor Ski Resort” by the
prestigious World Ski Awards for
six consecutive years.

Visitors will experience a visit
to an icy Omani port town com-
plete with shipwreck and a frozen
lighthouse. The Ice Skating Trail
will engage both new and expe-
rienced skaters, while sledding

Snow Oman is an indoor
snow park desfination

! spread over 14,830

square mefres

down soft white dunes under a
breathtaking snow dome that will
be unprecedented for the region.
Over a bridge will be the Snow
Village, where little ones can en-
joy soft play activities with warm
seating for parents.

The nearby Snow Café will be
stocked full of plentiful seating
and hot and cold drinks. Topping
it off will be the park’s resident
penguins for that magical photo
opportunity.
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A1 Muscat Nights welcomed

The winning logo has as its first
letter ‘L’ which depicts the first let-
ter of the Arabic word, Liali, and
the last letter ‘M’, which is the first
letter in ‘Muscat’.

So happy

Naji Al Balushi from Sohar in
North Al Batinah said, “I'm so hap-
py at the announcement of Muscat

Nights after a break of three years.
Muscat Governorate is distin-
guished by this event, and we re-
ally missed enjoying its ambience.”
Fatima Al Zadjali from Muscat
Governorate said: “I am very hap-
py at the intention of the Muscat
Municipality to hold the Muscat
Nights. I will take my children to
enjoy the wonderful event. I'm re-

ally excited to know that this event
will be held after a break of three
years. Thanks to Muscat Munici-
pality and all those in charge of the
event.”

It may be noted that Muscat Fes-
tival was last held in 2019. It got
interrupted due to the Covid 19
pandemic for a period of three
years.

GROWTH THROUGH TOURISM

TENDER

ANNOUNCEMENT
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Oman Tourism Development Company (OMRAN Group) would like to invite competent and
experienced companies to participate in the following Tender;

Tender No.
Tender Title

Tender
Submission Date

Tender Process
Details
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omran.om/tenders/

64/2022
SIEM & SOC Services for OMRAN

12,00 2023

Oman Tounsm Development Company [OMRAN Group)
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mic@omrancm
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Please visic: www.omran.om/tenders/
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MUSCAT: The Royal Army of
Oman (RAO) on Wednesday cel-
ebrated the passing out of officer
cadets after a graduation course
at Sultan Qaboos Military College
(SQMC) . The ceremony was pre-
sided over by HH Sayyid Shihab
bin Tarik Al Said, Deputy Prime
Minister for Defence Affairs.

The protocols of celebration,
held at the military parade grounds
at Al Murtafaa Garrison, began
with the graduates’ giving the mili-
tary salute to the chief guest.

The RAO band played the Royal
Anthem, after which the com-
mander of the column, asked HH
Sayyid Shihab permission to in-
spect the front row of the parade.
The graduates performed a mili-
tary show in slow motion and nor-
mal march. They passed in front of

the dais of the celebration square,
led by the SQMC colours. Then,
the column advanced forward in
parade form.

After that, HH Sayyid Shihab
handed the Sword of Honour to
RAO’s cadet officer Mohammed
Hamad Al Shibli, who won first
place at the level of the batch of
cadet officers.

This was followed by the SQMC
colours changing hands, with the
graduating batch handing the flag
over to the current batch under-
going training at the SQMC, who
vowed to keep the flag fluttering
high as ever. Then, the Flag An-
them was played, and the bear-
ers of the flag roamed the rows of
their batch.

The graduates chanted the RAO
anthem. They performed the Oath

of Loyalty, proclaiming allegiance
and chanting thrice “Long Live His
Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik,
the Supreme commander”.

The column of graduating offic-
ers performed the military salute.
Then, the band played the Royal
Anthem and the commander of
the column asked chief guest’s
permission to dismiss.

The column passed in front of
the dais, giving the military salute
to HH Sayyid Shihab.

Then, the RAO band present-
ed various musical pieces and a
military musical show, with dif-
ferent detachments exhibiting
their skills, which reflected high
morale and dexterity in using the
latest equipment and musical in-
struments which the band was
supplied. The performance also

[ >

HM praises role of Shura
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reflects various aspects of mod-
ernization and preparedness of-
fered by the RAO to its personnel.
Later, it shaped out the letters
forming the name of “Sultanate
of Oman” on the floor of the pa-
rade grounds.

The ceremony was attended
by ministers, undersecretaries,
Chairman of the State Coun-
cil, commanders of the Sultan’s
Armed Forces (SAF) and other
military and security units, com-
mandants of military colleges in
GCC states, retired commanders,
senior SAF officers, retired senior
officers from other military and
security detachments, military at-
tachés from embassies of Arab and
friendly countries accredited to
Oman, RAO personnel and parents
of'the officer cadets. -ona
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Pact to reduce
waiting list of
eye surgeries

The initiative
includes conducting
1,000 eye surgeries
at private hospitals,
starting from
January 2023

MUSCAT: The Ministry of
Health on Wednesday signed a
cooperation and support pro-
gramme to implement the social
initiative “Ibsar”,

The initiative, which will help
reduce waiting lists for eye sur-
geries, includes conducting 1,000
eye surgeries at private hospitals,
starting from January 2023.

The programme was signed by
Dr. Hilal Ali Al Sabti, Minister of
Health and the sons and daughters

AGREEMENT: The programme was signed by Dr. Hilal Ali Al
Sabti, Minister of Health and the sons and daughters of Sheikh
Suhail Bahwan (Omar, Othman, Ali and their sisters). - ona

of Sheikh Suhail Bahwan (Omar,
Othman, Ali and their sisters).
The humanitarian initiative
targets ophthalmic patients in the
waiting lists according to the earli-
est appointment and urgent need
for surgery. “Ibsar” covers expens-
es of surgery, medical care, and
medication, in addition to post-
surgery follow up appointments.
The Ministry of Health began
at an earlier time an extensive
campaign to shorten the accumu-

lating appointments for a number
of services, including radiology
and outpatient clinics’ appoint-
ments in the Ministry’s health
institutions.

Moreover, the Ministry seeks
to promote cooperation with the
private health institutions and
expand the role of community
partnership in tackling challeng-
es that face the health sector in
a bid to provide optimal health
services. -ona

Oman’s GDP at current prices
exceeds OMR32 billion

MUSCAT: The Sultanate of
Oman’s Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) at current prices increased
by 30.4 percent by the end of Sep-
tember 2022 to reach OMR32.04
billion compared to OMR24.61
billion at the end of September
2021, according to the latest data
issued by the National Centre
for Statistics and information
(NCSI).

This rise is attributed mainly
to the surge in oil activities at the
end of September 2022 by 72.5
percent to stand at OMR12,487.4
million compared to OMR7,239.6
million in September 2021.

Growth of crude oil activities
constituted the largest rise in oil
activities by going up 79.1 percent.
The contribution of crude oil to
the GDP reached OMR10,949.0
million by the end of September
2022 compared to OMR6,114.1
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million by the end of September
2021.

Natural gas activities increased
by 36.7 percent from OMR1,125.5
million to OMR1,538.4 million.

Non-oil activities rose by 14.9
percent from OMR18,115.0 mil-
lion by the end of September 2021
to OMRZ20,765.9 million by the
end of September 2022.

Further, industrial activities
went up by 28.6 percent from
OMRA4,878.5 million by the end of

September 2021 to OMR6,274.3
million by the end of September
2022.

Activities of agriculture, forest-
ry and fishing increased by 12.4
percent from OMR550.70 million
to OMR619 million at the end of
September.

Duringthe same period, service
activities also grew by 9.7 percent
from OMRI12,685.9 million to
OMR13,872.6 million by the end
of September 2022. — ona

Officials tasked with drafting
development plans hold meet

MUSCAT: Sessions of the 24th
annual meeting of technical of-
ficials tasked with preparing
plans in GCC states kicked off at
Grand Millennium Muscat on
Wednesday.

The two-day meeting, organ-
ized by the Ministry of Econo-
my, was attended by Dr. Nasser
Rashid Al Ma’awali, Undersecre-
tary of the Ministry of Economy,
and a large turnout of representa-
tives of government departments
concerned.

Dr. Nasser Al Ma’awali hailed
the efforts made in accomplish-
ing transition in GCC economies.
Since the 1960s, GCC countries
incorporated developmental
planning at the heart of their eco-
nomic and social march, so that
the member states could achieve
unprecedented  growth  and
success.

A recent World Bank report
indicates that the aggregate gross
domestic product (GDP) of the
GCC states is expected to touch
$2 trillion by the end of 2022, he
said.

In his speech, Dr. Nasser
stressed GCC states’ great in-
terest in the 2030 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) en-
dorsed by the United Nations.

The bloc’s attention stems from
a keen desire to achieve welfare
and prosperity for its respective
peoples, he said.

Towards that goal, the GCC
states exerted efforts in draft-
ing policies, programmes and
plans to promote the region po-
litically, economically, socially
and environmentally, Dr. Nasser
concluded. -ona
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WARNING OF PATENT INFRINGEMENT
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The  American  Company
Delaware Horizon INC and its
commercial agemt in the
Sultanate of Oman Muscat
Financial Services &
Investment LLC, drew the
attention of all commercial
financial and banking and other
institutions to not commit any
infringing or continuing to
infringe on its patent or any of
its elements, registered in most
countries, including the United
States of America and the
Sutanate of Oman, which
patent rights are owned by the
Delaware Horizon and are
related to payment and financial
transfer through a cell phone, in
order to avoid legal pursuit and
legal consequences as per the
applicable laws.

For contact and inquiries

Info@MFS1.com
info@delaware-horizon.com
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Commandants of GCC Military Colleges received

MUSCAT: Maj.Gen Mattar Salim
Al Balushi, Commander of the
Royal Army of Oman (RAO) re-
ceived at Al Murtafa’a Garrison on
Wednesday Maj. Gen Amer Mo-
hammed Al Neyadi, Commander
of Zayed II Military College at
the United Arab Emirates (UAE),
Maj. Gen Dr. Ali Saleh Al Hudaif,
Commander of King Abdulaziz
Military College at the Kingdom

of Saudi Arabia (KSA), Brigadier
Khalid Shuja Al Otaibi, Comman-
dant of Ali Sabah Military Col-
lege at the State of Kuwait and
Brigadier Abdulhadi Mohammed
Tarhib Al Hajri, Commandant of
Ahmed bin Mohammed Military
College at the State of Qatar.

This meeting comes within the
framework of the commandants’
participation in the passing out

ceremony of officer cadets of the
Royal Army of Oman (RAO).

The meeting touched on various
matters of mutual interest.

The meeting was attended by
Brigadier Salim Saif Al Hosni,
Senior Officer at the RAO Com-
mand, Brigadier Said Zaid Al Hab-
si, Commandant of Sultan Qaboos
Military College and several sen-
ior RAO officiers. —ona
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Hotels and restaurants gear up for

festive season wit

The air of festivities
brings about a
beautiful change
and restaurants
and hotels in Oman
are all geared up

to make the most
during the season

of celebrations

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The season of mer-
rymaking is already knocking at
our door.

Delicious plum cakes, decorated
Christmas trees, traditional Tur-
key with trimming, Xmas shop-
ping, followed by parties to usher
in the New Year have all managed
to play their magic on us.

No wonder, the air of festivities
brings about a beautiful change
and restaurants and hotels in
Oman are all geared up to make the
most of the season of celebrations.

It is also the time when Oman
is a hot spot for European tourists
and hotels have shown an upward
trend in occupancy.

As we groove into the mood of
the festive season, here’salook ata
few of the offers in hotels and res-
taurants in Muscat.

At Kempinski Hotel Muscat, ‘A
Merry Brunch’ is on offer on Sun-
day, December 25, at The Kitchen.
Live cooking stations and tradi-
tional festive Turkey with seasonal
favourites are priced at OMR30++
inclusive of soft drinks and juices
while it would be OMR48++ for
festive cocktails and house grapes.
The Kitchen is also celebrating
Christmas Eve dinner on Saturday
at the same price.

At Zale, the other Kempinski
outlet, select tapas and beverages

_

are on offer for the Brunch for
OMR28++ while on Christmas
Eve, an intimate dinner under
the stars and overlooking the sea
would cost OMR48++.

Grand Millennium Muscat’s
festive season has a takeaway of-
fer on Grand Turkey that began on
December 18 and will continue till
January 7, 2023.

The Christmas Eve dinner is
priced at OMR23 net, the same
price for the Christmas Brunch
next day.

Heart of Muscat

The hotel in the heart of Muscat
in Bausher is celebrating New
Year’s Eve dinner, which is priced

at OMR33 net, while the New
Year Brunch will cost OMR21 net
per person.

Hormuz Grand Muscat is of-
fering endless fun and a variety of
culinary offers, delightful enter-
tainment and exciting activities in
aluxurious setting.

Christmas celebrations of-
ficially began with a traditional
gingerbread house decorating
competition and the lighting of a
Christmas tree on December 6.

A Festive Friday brunch is of-
fered with a special selection of
treats, including traditional turkey
with trimmings, beef Wellington,
Yorkshire pudding and much more
on December 23. A Christmas

Day brunch offers an exceptional
spread of traditional treats, live
carving stations, grills and a deca-
dent dessert station.

A four-course Christmas Eve
feast is on offer at OMNY, which
will also host New Year’s Eve. An
exquisite five-course set menu is
available with a perfect setting with
options of a la carte and children’s
menu or Ring in the New Year un-
der the stars at Oasis terrace.

For an exceptional Arabian ex-
perience, Hormuz has New Year’s
Evewith aspecial live performance
by singer Iwan from Lebanon and
guest singers to enjoy a night filled
with music, dance and food.

There are also some attrac-

tive accommodation packages to
choose from to bring in 2023 in
style with exclusive celebration
packages.

One of the most popular places
to hang out in Muscat is the Dol-
phin Village club in Bausher.

Christmas Day Lunch

The Christmas Day Lunch on
December 25 has been priced at
OMRI16++ and includes a glass of
beverage. And on December 31,
live band and guest DJ will usher
inthe New Year with tickets priced
at OMR34 for non-residents and
OMRZ29 for residents and mem-
bers of Dolphin Village.

Inspired by the magic of the
festivities, Park Inn by Radisson
Muscat & Dugm hotels are ready
to make this time of the year extra
special. For Christmas, Park Inn
by Radisson Muscat’s RBG Grill
Chef’s presents special menus.
On offer are a delicious Christmas
Eve dinner buffet and celebrations
on Christmas day with a special
roast-themed buffet. Both are
priced at OMR13.5 net per person.

Say goodbye to 2022 in style at
RBG Grill with a delicious buffet
including starters, soup, live grill
stations, unlimited sips and live en-
tertainment. It is priced at OMR20
per person and OMR36 per couple.

Forthose whowanttochangethe
scene and celebrate with beach-
front views, RBG Dugm will host
a special festive BBQ buffet dinner

h attractive offers

inclusive of sips and live music on
December 24 and 31. Both dinner
packages are priced at OMRI12 net
per person at Park Inn by Radisson
Hotel & Residence Dugm.

AlNahdaResort & Spawill usher
in the New Year in style with a Bol-
lywood Live DJ Night on Decem-
ber 31. Priced at OMR35 per per-
son, the gala dinner includes one
drink while the entry charges are
OMRI15 with a drink. The resort is
also offering room rates starting
from OMRS5 including breakfast.

Dunes by Al Nahda is celebrating
New Year’s Eve under the stars with
alive DJ and gala dinner for OMR35
including a drink. Luxury suites are
offered at OMR149 with breakfast.
At Shangri-La Barr Al Jissah, the
celebrations begin with an extrava-
gant feast on New Year’s Eve at Al
Tanoor restaurant, which includes
Chef’s specials.

Al Tanoor will host festive
brunch on Friday and December
30 for OMR26 net per person.
Christman dinner will also be
served on December 24-25 at Al
Tanoor (OMR35 net) and Samba
(OMRZ26 net).

Also Bait al Bahr, Sultanah and
Capri Court will be serving de-
lightful cuisine on Christmas Eve
and the next day.

New Year’s Eve

New Year’s Eve celebrations
will be held with dinner offer at
Al Tanoor (OMR50 net), Sam-
ba (OMR40 net), Capri Court
(OMRS55 net), Chow Mee (OMR
22 net minimum spend) and Baith
al Bahr (OMRS55 net)

Forbeach lovers, Muscat’s glam-
orous White Party on the beach
will be the place to usher in the
New Year. Shangri-La is also offer-
ing special Spa packages and host
of'kids activities.

One of the popular Indian restau-
rants, Woodlands, is also offering
New Year Eve dinner forafull course
vegetarian/non-vegetarian set
menu for OMR12++ and OMR15++
with unlimited beverages.

A lavish Christmas lunch (veg-
etarian/non-vegetarian) on De-
cember 25 has been priced at
OMRI12.5++ and includes unlim-
ited select beverages in the house.

India restarts random sampling of international passengers at airports

NEW DELHI: A sudden surge
in COVID-19 cases in the United
States, China, Brazil and South
Korea has prompted the Union
Health Ministry to review the pan-
demic situation in India and as per
the precautionary measure the
government has restarted random
sampling of international passen-
gers at airports across the country
for Covid from Wednesday. Sourc-
es told ANTI, “Random sampling of
international passengers for Cov-
id19 has started at airports in the
country from today.”

“There are currently 10 differ-
ent variants of COVID-19 in the
country, with the latest variant be-

ing BF.7. At present various vari-
ants of Omicron are spreading in
the country and Delta variant can
still be seen in the country,” said
the sources.

Earlier in the day, Union Health
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya
also conducted a high-level meet-
ing to review the COVID-19 situ-
ation in India and the prepared-
ness of the public health system
for surveillance, containment
and management of COVID-19 in
view of the recent spike in cases
of COVID-19 in some countries
along with Dr Bharati Pravin Pa-
war, Union Minister of State for
Health and Family Welfare.

Dr V K Paul, Member
(Health), NITI Aayog, senior of-
ficials and public health experts
were present.

“The Union Health Minister was
briefed on the global COVID-19
situation and the domestic sce-
nario. Underlining the challenge
posed by the increasing number of
COVID-19 cases in some countries
across the world such as China, Ja-
pan, South Korea, France and the
United States, Union Health Min-
ister noted the importance of be-
ing prepared and remaining alert
against new and emerging strains
of COVID-19, especially in view
of the upcoming festive season,”

reads the statement issued by the
Health Ministry after the meeting,.

Mandaviya also said that Cov-
id-19 is not yet over and directed
officials to be alert and strengthen
surveillance amid a surge in coro-
navirus cases globally.

He urged people to follow COV-
ID appropriate behaviour and get
vaccinated against COVID.

Present in the meeting, Dr VK
Paul, Member, Niti Aayog said,
“Only 27-28 per cent of people
have taken precaution dose. We
appeal to others, especially senior
citizens, to take the precautionary
dose. Precaution dose is mandated
and guided to everyone.” — am
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TRAVELLERS STUGK AT VANCOUVER INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT DUE T0 SNOWSTORM

A passenger reads flight information (left) while people sit on trolleys at Vancouver International Airport in Richmond, British Columbia, Canada. Thousands of travellers were stuck at the
Vancouver International Airport on Tuesday as many flights were cancelled or delayed due to the snowstorm. — xinhua
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Ukrainian President Zelenskyy
planning to visit Washington

President Biden

is also expected

to announce new
package of nearly
$2 hillion of security
assistance and

a Patriot missile
battery, which will
be a critical asset
to defend Ukrainian
people against

attacks by Russia

WASHINGTON: Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
is travelling to Washington on
Wednesday, to meet with US
President Joe Biden and address
the US Congress.

This will be his first trip abroad
since Russia invaded Ukraine in
February 2022. The White Hous

confirmed the trip late on Tues-
day. On Tuesday night, White
House press secretary Karine
Jean-Pierre said Biden looks
forward to the visit and that the
address to Congress will demon-
strate “the strong, bipartisan sup-
port for Ukraine.”

A US official said Biden and Ze-
lenskyy first discussed the idea of
a visit to Washington during their
phone call on December 11, and a
formal invitation followed three
days later. Zelenskyy accepted the
invitation on Friday, and the trip
was confirmed on Sunday.

Health experts
advise caution amid
international surge
in Covid cases

NEW DELHI: With the recent
spike in Covid cases in China and
other countries, health experts
across the nation urged people
to follow the covid protocols.
Though they have assured, India
is safe as of now, people have to be
cautious, they reminded.

Speaking to ANI, Dr K Sud-
hakar, Health Minister of Kar-
nataka said, “As of now India is
safe due to the robust vaccination
programme implemented by the
government. People had already
taken two doses along with a
booster dose. I would appeal to
the people to take booster dose,
who have not taken it yet.” He
added, “We are keeping a close
watch and monitoring the newly
registered positive cases as any
new variant is showing up or not.”

The Union Health Ministry on
Tuesday requested States and
Union Territories to send sam-
ples of all COVID-19 positive
cases to INSACOG labs to track
new variants if any.

Speaking at the same tune, Gu-
wahati Medical College & Hospi-
tal (GMCH) Superintendent Dr
Abhijit Sarma told ANI, “There’s
no need to panic but people need
to follow precautions and covid
protocols.”

With the impending Christ-
mas and New Year’s celebrations,
people will gather in large num-
bers on the streets and at vari-
ous other places. Dismissing the
fear, K Sudhakar said, “There’s no
need to curb people’s movements
as of now. We need to monitor
only.”

Dr Arindam Pandey cardiolo-
gist & Medical expert from Kol-
kata spoke to ANI and pointed
out the failure of China’s Zero
Covid policy. He mentioned, “No
vaccine can give 100 percent as-
surance. But China’s covid poli-
cies backfired. The government
of China failed to administer the
situation with effective policies.
As variants are changing, we
can’t predict the future with full
conviction.” — an

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy. —ow

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi,
who visited Zelenskyy earlier this
year in Kyiv, encouraged lawmak-
ers to be available for Wednesday
evening’s session.”They are fight-
ing for democracy for all of us,”
she said of Ukrainians.

Military aid, Patriot defence
system for Ukraine

Zelenskyy’s trip includes a visit
to the Capitol to meet lawmakers
and a meeting with Biden in the
White House for an announce-
ment of a fresh package of mili-
tary aid for Ukraine. This includes

Peru expels
Mexican
ambassador

LIMA: Peru declared Mexico’s
ambassador to Lima, Pablo
Monroy, persona non grata late
on Tuesday.

Monroy was ordered to leave
the country within 72 hours,
Peru’s foreign minister an-
nounced.

This move came shortly af-
ter Mexico announced it had
granted asylum to the family of
ousted Peruvian President Pe-
dro Castillo.

Peru’s foreign  ministry
posted on social media that the
ejection of the Mexican Am-
bassador was due to “repeated
statements from the highest
authorities of that country re-
garding the political situation
in Peru.”

Mexico responded by saying
its Lima embassy would con-
tinue to operate normally, and
it was ordering its envoy back.
Peru said the safe passage of
Castillo’s family had been for-
mally approved. The Peruvian
foreign ministry said Castillo’s
wife, Lilia Paredes, was under
criminal investigation.

The government of Peru last
week declared a 30-day nation-
wide state of emergency.

Protests have rocked the
country in the tumultuous days
since President Pedro Castillo
was removed from office on
charges of rebellion and con-
spiracy last week. — pw

the Patriot air and missile defense
battery to help defend against
Russia’s missile attacks.

“President Biden will announce
a significant new package of near-
ly $2 billion of security assistance
for Ukraine. It will contain a very
important new capability: a Pa-
triot missile battery, which will
be a critical asset to defend the
Ukrainian people against Rus-
sia’s barbaric attacks on Ukraine’s
critical infrastructure,” the White
House statement said.

Russia warned Washington last
week against supplying the Pa-

triot system to Ukraine. The US
has already supplied Kyiv with
HIMARS multiple rocket launch-
ers and NASAMS ground-based
air defense systems, among other
military aid.

This trip comes soon before
US lawmakers are set to vote on
a year-end spending package
that includes about $45 billion in
emergency assistance to Ukraine.

Zelenskyy is travelling to the US
after a trip to the city of Bakhmut,
which he called the hottest spot
on the 1,300-kilometre frontline
of the war.

There, he spoke to Ukrain-
ian troops and commended their
“courage, resilience and strength.”

Both Washington and Kyiv have
said they do not expect a resolu-
tion to the war in the near future.

Soldiers in Bakhmut handed Ze-
lenskyy a Ukrainian flag with their
signatures on it, video footage re-
leased on Ukrinform TV showed.

“We will turn it over to the
Congress and to the US president
from the guys,” Zelenskyy said in
the video.

“We are grateful for the support.
But it’s not enough,” he added.

Kyiv says it needs Western
help to strengthen its air defenses
as Russian strikes have repeat-
edly cut electricity and water
supplies in Ukrainian winter
temperatures. —ow

Becker admits
to being ‘guilty’

FRANKFURT: Tennis legend
Boris Becker has recounted the
moment the door of his single-oc-
cupancy cell at London’s notorious
‘Wandsworth prison closed for the
first time, describing the experi-
ence as “the loneliest moment” of
his life. Becker was sentenced to
two and a half years in prison at
the end of April for concealing as-
sets worth millions from his insol-
vency administrators.

“Of course I was guilty,” he said
of the four counts he was convict-
ed of. He faced 29 charges.

The 55-year-old told German
broadcaster SAT.1 in an interview
that aired on Tuesday that he “felt
hunger for the first time” dur-
ing his eight months behind bars.
“Sunday roasts” consisted of a
chicken drumstick, he recalled.

Becker recounted instances, at
Wandsworth and later at HMP
Huntercombe, where some pris-
oners had threatened to harm him
until others stepped in.

But there were more heart-
warming moments, such as when,
in November, inmates organized
several cakes for his birthday,
Becker said.

“I've never experienced such
solidarity in the free world,” he
said, adding that he planned to stay
in touch with some of the people
he met in jail. Becker, who was de-
ported to his native Germany last
week, said he prayed daily in the
three weeks between his convic-
tion and sentencing. — ow
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OMR 30, inc
OMR 48, inclusiy

*Children below 6 yve

For a more intimate dinner, enjoy a tas
bredthrakin

Kempinski Hortel
Muscat

SULTAMATE OF OMAM

Under the Stars

CONTACT OUR CULINARY CONCIERGE
+068 2468 5000 | DINING.MUSCATGKEMPINSKI.COM
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ASMERRY EVE DINNER

SATURDAY, 24 DECEMBER 2022 FROM 19:30 - 23:00

THE KITCHEN

- of the season with a culinary journey featuring traditional classic
scialties and an exquisite handcraftet festive buffer.

soft drinks and juices

ud house grapes
v and 12 years dine half price

fully crafted set menu at one of the city's most

284,

OMR 48 per person inclusive of open house grapes and welcome bubbly

vice charge, 5% VAT & all applicable gov
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BUENOS AIRES : Football star
Messi added another record to his
name two days after he won the
FIFA World Cup 2022 Argentina
as a carousel of photographs com-
memorating the triumph has since
surpassed all other posts on Insta-
gram in terms of likes.

The previous most-liked Insta-
gram post was an image of an egg
that received almost 56 million
likes. Chris Godfrey posted the
photo of the egg as a social experi-
ment in January 2019.

Messi’s post of rejoicing after
winning the World Cup has over-

taken it. The Argentinian football
legend’s photo also became the
quickest to 50 million likes on
social media as per the Olympics
website.

“World Champions! I dreamed
of it so many times, I wanted it so
much that I still can’t believe it...
Thank you very much to my fam-
ily, to all who support me, and also
to all who believed in us,” Lionel
Messiwrote in the post.

“We demonstrate once again
that Argentines when we fight to-
gether and united we are capable
of achieving what we set out to do.

‘England trip a step to bring
cricket back to Pakistan’

ICC CEO Allardice
watched England
defeat Pakistan 3-0
while he was in
Karachi

KARACHI : ICC CEO Geoff Al-
lardice stated that the recent tour
of England to Pakistan was a huge
success and was optimistic of fu-
ture tours to the Asian country
being equally triumphant.

In 2022, test cricket made re-
joicing come back to Pakistan,
with successful recent series
played there by Australia and
England as well as a tour later this
month by the current World Test
Champions, New Zealand.

Allardice watched England de-

Pakistan name squad

KARACHI : Pakistan has named
an uncapped middle-order batter
Kamran Ghulam and fast bowler
Hasan Ali in the 16-player squad
for the two-Test series against
New Zealand, which will com-
mence at Karachi’s National Sta-
dium on Monday, December 26.
Kamran has replaced Azhar
Ali, who announced his retire-
ment last week, while Hasan Ali
has taken over from Mohammad

feat Pakistan 3-0 while he was in
Karachi, and the ICC (Interna-
tional Cricket Council) president
was impressed by how frequently
local fans interacted with those
who had travelled from abroad for
what was England’s first Test se-
ries there since 2005.

“The fans in Pakistan are pas-

Ali, who, like Faheem Ashraf, has
been advised to participate in the
ongoing Pakistan Cup in Karachi.
Haris Rauf has not been included
in the squad as he is recovering
from an injury he sustained while
fielding in the Rawalpindi Test.
However, fast bowler Naseem
Shah, who missed the Multan and
Karachi Tests due to a shoulder
niggle, has been being declared fit
and as such, retained in the squad,

by ICC.

Additionally, Allardice recog-

nises the value of holding future
tours in Pakistan and expects that
other ICC members will schedule
red-ball series there in the ensu-
ing years.

“Pakistan is one of the strong-

est cricketing countries in the
ICC membership. To have series
like this taking place and fans
travelling to Pakistan and New
Zealand starting in a few days
time for their Test series as well
is a huge step forward to getting
cricket back in Pakistan on a reg-
ular basis,” Allardice noted.

Pakistan’s prospects of making

it to the World Test Champion-

ship final received a huge blow

sionate about the game and pas-
sionate about their team, but most
importantly they are welcoming
of visitors. I have always had great
experiences when I have travelled
to Pakistan and I have been to see
afew series over the last few years
and the welcome is always very
warm,” said Allardice as quoted

as per a statement from Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB).
Test squad: Babar Azam (cap-

tain), Abdullah Shafique, Abrar
Ahmed, Hasan Ali, Imam-ul-Hagq,

Kamran Ghulam, Mohammad
Nawaz, Mohammad Rizwan,
Mohammad Wasim Jnr, Na-
seem Shah, Noman Ali, Sarfaraz

Ahmed, Salman Ali Agha, Saud

Shakeel, Shan Masood and Zahid
Mehmood

after their series whitewash to
England and now, Babar Azam’s
team must hope against hope to
make it to the game at The Oval
in June.

On Boxing Day, Pakistan will

play New Zealand in the first Test
match; the series will end on Jan-
uary 3 in Multan.-an

for series against NZ

Umpire and match referee ap-
pointments for the series: Decem-
ber 26-30 - 1st Test, Karachi. Alex
Wharf and Aleem Dar (on-field),
Ahsan Raza (third umpire), Asif
Yaqoob (fourth umpire); Moham-
mad Javed Malik (match referee).

January 3-7 - 2nd Test, Multan.
Alex Wharf and Aleem Dar (on-
field), Ahsan Raza (third umpire),
Rashid Riaz (fourth umpire); Da-
vid Boon (match referee). -ant

™  The merit belongs to this group,

which is above individualities, it
is the strength of all fighting for
the same dream that was also the
dream of all Argentines.. We did
it!” he added.

Ballon d’0Or winner
Seven-time Ballon d’Or winner Li-
onel Messi is also only the second
person to have more than 400 mil-
lion Instagram followers. Before
the FIFA World Cup began, he had
376 million followers.

Cristiano Ronaldo, a competitor
of Messi’s, presently has 519 mil-

lion Instagram followers, making
him the platform’s most popular
user.

The two legendary football play-
ers were recently seen playing
chess in a photo together. With
almost 40 million likes as of Mon-
day, it was the most popular Insta-
gram post by an athlete.

On Instagram, the most-liked
posts are dominated by Lionel
Messi and Cristiano Ronaldo.
Messi or Ronaldo appear in seven
out of the top nine Instagram post-
ings. Between 2021 and 2022, all
seven posts were uploaded. ant

Bangladesh coach
wants seamezrs to be
‘more aggressive’

DHAKA : Bangladesh fastbowling
coach Allan Donald on Wednesday
said that he wants to see his seam-
ers show some extra aggression
when they take on India in the sec-
ond and final Test of two-match se-
ries here at Shere Bangla National
Stadium in Dhaka on Thursday.

Donald said that a 350-380
score would set up the second Test
in Mirpur. Fast bowling is nor-
mally avoided at Mirpur because
of the nature of the pitch, but Don-
ald believes that brief bursts of ag-
gressive bowling, similar to how
India’s quicks performed in Chat-
togram, are the way to go. “How
they get themselves involved in
the contest. Despite three spin-
ners, you have a free ride to be a bit
more expansive as a quick. You can
bowl short and full for longer. You
can put everything on the table for
four overs,” ESPNcricinfo quoted
Allan Donald as saying.

“If you saw how [Mohammed]
Siraj or Umesh [Yadav] bowled
[in Chattogram], they either went
very short and attacking. They
had people in catching positions.
The ball was slightly reversing.
You know what you will get with
a spinner, so we want to see us be-
ing a little more attacking. It is not
easy to duck on these pitches, so if
you have a bit of pace, you can be a
little more expansive and aggres-
sive,” he further added.

Bangladesh were bowled out for
150 in the first innings in Chatto-
gram, trailing India’s first innings
total of 404 by 254. “The second
innings batting is a blueprint for
us. The young man has surprised
many. It is the first time I have
seen Zakir. I love his attitude, bold-
ness and attacking mindset. He

has come to play. He showed that
he can take on the very best bowl-
ers. He has been a terrific breath of
fresh air. He backs himself,” Don-
ald said.

Donald also stated that Bang-
ladesh cannot afford to let India
off the hook in the second Test, as
they did in the first. India were 48
for 3 in the first innings in Chat-
togram, but they dug their way out
of a difficult situation to register a
400-plus score that set them up for
victory.

“You got one chance to cash in.
You win the toss, hopefully, bat
first, and make 350 or 380. I am
guessing what the value of that
first innings score might be. Pitch
looks fairly dry so you have to cash
in in the first innings. It is your
only chance to set the Test match
up in the first innings. If we bowl,
we have also shown that in the first
innings when we had India 48 for
3. We dropped a couple of tough
chances but we cannot drop at
this level. Then you get put to the
sword,” the Bangladesh coach fur-
ther stated.

Donald also mentioned that
India has a handful of hitters up
their sleeve, like KL Rahul and
Virat Kohli, who would be looking
for big scores after missing out in
Chattogram.

“They are the prized wickets. It
is like when [Sachin] Tendulkar
walks to the crease, you know the
value of getting it right is abso-
lutely paramount. When the great
Kohli steps up, you miss a chance
against him, and you suffer. They
don’t give many chances after
that. I thought we were very good
against Kohli and KL,” he said.

-ANI

Test rankings: Rohit moves to No. 9; Babar claims career high

DUBALI: India skipper Rohit Shar-
ma has claimed to number 9 posi-
tion in the latest ICC Test rank-
ings while Pakistan captain Babar
Azam has risen to a career-high
Test batter ranking.

The victories for Australia, Eng-
land and India in their respective
recent Test matches have seen a
host of their stars climb the charts
on the latest ICC Men’s Test Play-
er Rankings. Babar’s knocks of 78
and 54 have helped him overtake
Steve Smith, who managed 36 and
six in a low-scoring game between
Australia and South Africa in Bris-
bane. Babar, who is ranked first in
ODIs and fourth in T20Is, trails
Marnus Labuschagne by 61 points
in the Test rankings.

India spinners Kuldeep Yadav
and Axar Patel have made rapid
progress after helping win the
Chattogram Test. Yadav’s Player
of the Match effort of eight for 113
has lifted him 19 places to 49th

while Patel’s five scalps in the
match see him jump 10 places to a
career-best 18th position.

Australia batter Travis Head,
whose first innings score of 92 was
the highest in the Brisbane Test,
has gained three slots to reach a
career-best fourth position as he
crosses the 800-rating point mark
for the first time in his career. His
previous best was the fifth position
in January this year.

In the latest weekly update that
also takes into account perfor-
mancesin the first Test of the WTC
series between Bangladesh and
India in Chattogram, Cheteshwar
Puyjara’s knocks of 90 and 102 not
out have lifted him 10 positions
to 16th while Shreyas Iyer (up 11
places to 26th) and Shubman Gill
(up 10 places to 54th) have also
gained after some fine perfor-
mances in the match.

In the bowlers’ rankings, South
Africa quick Kagiso Rabada has

gained four spots to reach the third
position after grabbing four wick-
ets in each inning at Gabba. Raba-
da, a formerly top-ranked bowler,
was third in August this year be-
fore slipping down the table.

England captain Ben Stokes
(up places to 23rd), South Africa’s
Temba Bavuma (up eight places to
24th) and Bangladesh’s Shakib Al
Hasan (up four places to 37th) are
some others to move up the bat-
ters’ list. England’s Harry Brook is
in the top 50 for the first time after
scoring centuries in all three Tests
in Pakistan.

Other bowlers to move up the
list include Marcon Jansen, Jack
Leach, Mark Wood, Mehidy Hasan
Miraz, Scott Boland and Moham-
mad Siraj.

Results over the past week see
Australia consolidate their posi-
tion at the top of the WTC table
with India in the second position.

ANI
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OMAN CRUDE PRICE RISES

The price of Oman oil has increased with

prices for delivery by February 2023
reaching $77.17, said Dubai Mercantile

Exchange (DME). The DME statement
said that the price of Oman oil rose by 95

cents from the price of Tuesday, which
was $76.22. - ona
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MSXINDEX ENDS LOWER

The MSX index closed at 4,797.36 points,
down by 0.42 per cent from the previous
close. The Sharia Index ended up by

0.06 per cent at 497.05 points. Al Suwadi
Power, up 7.14 per cent, was the top
gainer while Raysut Cement went down

by 5.65 per cent.
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Treasury bills worth
OMR12mn issue

The treasury bhills are
for a maturity period
of 28 days, from
December 21 until
January 18, 2023

MUSCAT: The Central Bank of
Oman (CBO) raised OMR12 mil-
lion by way of allotting treasury
bills on Tuesday.

The treasury bills are for a ma-
turity period of 28 days, from De-
cember 21 until January 18, 2023.

The average accepted price
reached OMR99.713 for every
OMRI100, and the minimum ac-

cepted price arrived at OMR99.710
per OMRI100. The average dis-
count rate and the average yield
reached 3.73690 per cent and
3.74766 per cent, respectively.
Treasury Bills are short-term
highly secured financial instru-
ments issued by the Ministry of
Finance, and they provide licensed
commercial banks the opportunity
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to invest their surplus funds. The
Central Bank of Oman (CBO) acts
as the Issue Manager and provides
the added advantage of ready li-
quidity through discounting and
repurchase facilities (Repo).

It may be noted that the interest
rate on the Repo operations with
CBO is 5.00 per cent while the dis-
count rate on the Treasury Bills

B Sigee &

Discounting Facility with CBO is
5.50 per cent.

Furthermore, treasury bills pro-
mote the local money market by
creating a benchmark yield curve
for short-term interest rates. Addi-
tionally, the government may also
resort to this instrument when-
ever felt necessary for financing its
recurrent expenditures. -ona

BankDhofar inks pact with Dalilee for payment solutions

Times News Service

MUSCAT: BankDhofar and
Dalilee, an Omani pioneer in the
logistics sector recently signed
an agreement for payment solu-
tions. The agreement was mutu-
ally signed by Dr Amjad Igbal Al
Lawati, Chief Retail Banking Of-
ficer, at BankDhofar, and Dawood
Sulaiman Al Amri, CEO of Dali-
lee, with the presence of executive
management team members. As
part of the agreement, BankDhofar
will provide Dalilee with an inno-
vative Soft POS payment solution.

Amjad Igbal Al Lawati, Chief
Retail Banking Officer at BankD-
hofar, said: “We are proud to sign
the agreement with Dalilee to pro-
vide them with the first of its kind
payment solution in the Sultanate.
This partnership illustrates our
ongoing support to the SME sector.
In a short time, Dalilee became one
of the well-recognised Omani de-
livery SMEs, and we are confident
that our solution will reflect posi-
tively on their operations and en-

hance the customer experience. At
BankDhofar, providing innovative
products, services, and solutions to
our customers has always been our
priority, and we look forward to fur-
thering similar agreements.”
BankDhofar realises the impor-
tance of integrating new technolo-
gies into its business. The first-of-
its-kind solution in the Sultanate
is a low-cost, maintenance-free
solution that allows merchants
to accept payments quickly and

conveniently through their NFC-
enabled Android devices.

Dawood Sulaiman Al Amri, CEO
of Dalilee, stated, “Signing this
agreement is within the company’s
strategy to strengthen the techno-
logical transition in daily receivable
and withdraw the manual financial
transactions. We seek to provide
a convenient solution for our cus-
tomers through providing a soft
POS payment solution using a mo-
bile phone by courier drivers and

receptionists in all governates. This
agreement expresses the bonds of
partnership and institutional coop-
eration between Dalilee and lead-
ing private sector institutions such
as BankDhofar in achieving the
economic goals and Parallels set by
Oman Vision 2040.”

With the Soft POS solution,
businesses can accept payments
from any contactless-enabled card
or mobile wallet from their NFC-
enabled Android device. Items
can be selected on the mobile ap-
plication, where the merchant can
receive the payment using their
mobile or tablet device as a point
of sale (POS) device. The service
requires no additional hardware
and delivers quick and convenient
payment experiences. Merchants
also have the option to send the
payment receipt via email or SMS.
In addition to these innovative
services, the Bank has always been
at the forefront of supporting Fin-
Tech initiatives; understanding
that FinTech is the future of the
financial sector.

National Finance takes
part in ‘Fundamentals of
ESG and Sustainability’
panel discussion

Times News Service

MUSCAT: National Finance, one
of Oman’s largest finance compa-
nies, recently participated in an
event hosted by Muscat Stock Ex-
change (MSX) on December 20 at
the Sheraton Oman Hotel.

In line with MSX’s commit-
ment to the UN Sustainable Stock
Exchange (SSE), the event wit-
nessed the signing of Memoran-
dums of Understanding (MOU)
between MSX and the Ministry
of Social Development, the Min-
istry of Commerce, Industry and
Investment Promotion and the
Environment Authority in Oman.
Showing active support, the com-
pany’s General Manager of Risk
and Controls, Bikram Monga,
took part in an interactive session
themed ‘Fundamentals of ESG
and Sustainability’.

Commenting on the compa-
ny’s participation, Monga said,
“Customers in a continuously
evolving market have become in-
creasingly conscious about com-
panies embracing sustainable
practices, promoting transpar-
ency and contributing to the wel-
fare of society as a whole. We at
National Finance are committed
to establishing relevant policies
for our internal operations and
working in tandem with a clearly
defined sustainability framework

that is in sync with ongoing ESG
demands. At the same time, the
company continues to improve
and look for sustainable solu-
tions for all stakeholders.”

He added saying, “Our par-
ticipation in the panel discus-
sion reiterates our commitment
to driving meaningful dialogues
in the area of ESG and sustain-
able development. Through the
discussion facilitated by MSX,
where industry leaders who are
passionate about the cause were
able to interact, engage and share
ideas for further development.”

The panel discussions high-
lighted the importance for com-
panies to adopt ESG whilst si-
multaneously diving deeper into
the reasons and benefits of its
integration and the ways it can
improve investor relations.

The conversation also evoked
an interesting debate on its im-
pact on company returns.

Meanwhile, individual com-
panies also shared their unique
experiences and reasons for em-
barking on the journey.

Through such participation in
key industry events, National Fi-
nance will continue to cement its
position as a company that is in-
vested in achieving sustainable,
long-term positive impact and
steering society to further socio-
economic progress.

Inflation in
India down
but ‘certainly
not out’

MUMBALI: Inflation in India
moderated recently but it is
“certainly not out”, Reserve
Bank of India said in its monthly
bulletin on Tuesday.

The central bank said if any-
thing, inflation has “broadened
and become stubborn”. “Infla-
tion may be slightly down, but it
is certainly not out. If anything, it
has broadened and become stub-
born, especially at its core,” RBI
said in the bulletin in a section
called ‘State of the Economy’.

“Central banks may have
moderated the pace of monetary
policy tightening or hinted at it
but they are in no mood to ease
off in their fight against infla-
tion,” it added.

Meanwhile, India’s retail in-
flation rate based on Consumer
Price Index declined to 5.88 per
cent in November from 6.77 per
cent during the previous month,
accordingto datareleased recent-
ly by the ministry of statistics. -an
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MSX index

ends lower
L1

Al Suwadi Power, up 7.14 per cent, was the top

gainer while Raysut Cement, down 5.65 per

cent, was the top loser

MUSCAT: The MSX index
closed at 4,797.36 points, down
by 0.42 per cent from the previ-
ous close. The Sharia Index end-
ed up by 0.06 per cent at 497.05
points. Al Suwadi Power, up 7.14
per cent, was the top gainer while
Raysut Cement, down 5.65 per
cent, was the top loser. Shares
of Bank Muscat were the most
active in terms of the number of
shares traded as well as in terms
of turnover.

A total number of 411 trades
were executed during the day’s
trading session, generating a
turnover of OMRI1.35 million,
with more than 6.39 million
shares changing hands. Out of 47
traded securities, 12 advanced,
20 declined, and 15 remained
unchanged. At the session close,
GCC & Arab investors were net
sellers for OMRZ287,000 while
domestic investors were net buy-
ers for OMR263,000, followed by
foreign investors for OMR25,000
worth of shares.

Financial Index closed at
71762.25 points, down 0.22 per
cent. Prices of Al Shargia Invest-
ment, Sohar International Bank
and Ahli Bank were up by 1.28 per
cent, 0.95 per cent and 0.61 per
cent respectively. Prices of Mus-

cat Finance, National Finance,
United Finance, Bank Dhofar,
and Al Anwar Investment were
down by 1.37 per cent, 4.17 per
cent, 1.52 per cent, 1.18 per cent
and 1.18 per cent respectively.

Industrial Index closed at
6,347.31 points, down 0.79 per
cent. Prices of Construction Ma-
terials, Oman Cement and Oman
Fisheries were up by 1.37 per cent,
1.33 per cent and 0.99 per cent
respectively. Prices of Raysut Ce-
ment, A’Saffa Foods, Jazeera Steel
Products, Voltamp Energy, and
Galfar Engineering were down by
5.65 per cent, 4.53 per cent, 340
per cent, 2.11 per cent and 1.73 per
cent respectively.

Services Index was down by
048 per cent before closing at
1,605.59 points. Prices of Al Su-
wadi Power, Al Batinah Power,
Phoenix Power, Al Jazeera Ser-
vices, and Muscat Desalination
were up by 7.14 per cent, 3.57 per
cent, 2.38 per cent, 1.79 per cent
and 1.01 per cent respectively.
Prices of National Gas, Renais-
sance Services, Ooredoo, OIFC,
and Sembcorp Salalah were
down by 2.73 per cent, 2.54 per
cent, 2.33 per cent, 1.54 per cent
and 145 per cent respectively.

— United Securities
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Index High Low. Value Prev . Value.......... 1V drrrrrrrrrer Diff %
MSX 30 INDEX.....cooiiuieineieemneieieeaeens 4,829.28.....ccceeue. 4796.41 4,797.36 4,817.55 -20.19 -042
FINANCIAL INDEX......cocccoseurerreree 7798.93........cc..... 7/760.28 7/762.25 7,779.08 -16.83 -0.22
Industry Inde 6,407.81.. 6,341.16 6,347.31 6,397.67 -50.36 -0.79
Services INdex ......ooveeeeevereereenieenienens 1,619.03 1,601.31 1,605.59 1,613.29 =770 -048
MSX Shariah Index 498.93 496.86 497.05 496.73 0.32 0.06
MSX TRINDEX.....commrernerirecunenns 6,09543.............. 6,053.94 6,055.14 6,080.63 -25.49 -042
FINANCIAL TR IDX 8,160.71 8,120.26 8,122.33 8,139.94. -17.61 -0.22
SERVICES TR IDX 1,711.18 1,692.45 1,696.97 1,705.11 -8.13 -048
INDUSTRIAL TRIDX.....coostnireinna 6,671.32........cc.... 6,601.93 6,608.34 6,660.77. -52.43 -0.79
Trading Summary

Volume ......ccceueeeee Turnover .......... Trades Market Cap. Up Down Equal......... Sec. Traded
6,395,316 1,349,474 411 23,707,339,561 12 20 15 47

SHARE PRICE BULLETIN FOR WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21

VOLUME.......... TURNOVER ... TRADES......... OPEN PRICE ........ HIGH.........

S| | CLOSEPR.......... PREV. CLOSE......... DIFF (RO) ..o [ e— (1) F— LAST BID o LAST OFFER......... PAR VALUE

ISIN. SECURITY NAME.
REGULAR MARKET
0OMO0000002226 ALJAZEERA SERVICES
0OMO0000001749 OMAN CEMENT

0.100.. 486, 546 603
0.100... 321,693,482

AL OMANIYA FIN.S

AIMAHA PETROLEUM

GLOBALINV.H

TAAGEER FINANCE

ALMAHA CERAMIC;
DHOFAR GENERAT!
BANK MUSCAT ...
NATIONAL BANK
OMAN TELECOM.

.24, 090 000

100.....11,112,000

100 2,146,829,560

.100... 460,142,819

0.100...696,000,000

OMAN NAT. ENG

OMAN INVST& FIN.

OOREDOO

RENAISSANCE SER.

JAZEERA STEEL PROD.

-....15,540,000
..... 30,336,000

273,396,577

...108,748,600

Total 20

...... 28,351,837

21,432,190

19,571,735

..19,000,000
62,891,86!

Parallel Market

OM0000004933 AL SUWADI POWER

OM0000004925 ALBATINAH POWER.......oootnreereeeeeeeeseessmmmssssssenns 0010 L0 J— 590
‘OM0000007910.. AMAN REAL ESTATE. 1,500 14:
OM0000005963 PHOENIX POWER. FX0 (< J— 39.
OM0000001368 CONSTRUCTION M. 5,150 50.
OM0000007084 MCT DESALINATE. 126,253 12,628,
‘OMO0000001566.. OMAN FISHERIE [EX<10T0 — 67

18 5’71 997

OM0000001301.

OM0000001509. DHOFAR INT.

DHOFAR FOODS AND INVESTMENT

,063,750

0.100......61,386,947

OMO0000001517 . HSBC BANK OMAN . 0.100...324,050,672
OMO0000001681. OMAN EMIRATES HO. 43,403 0.100........ 9,140,625
OM0000004248 SMN POWER HOLDING 144,255 8,384,695
OM0000004420 BANK NIZWA 147,321 458,350
OMO0000004768 MADINA TAKAFUL 40,000 ..15,575,000
OMO0000001772. ALANWAR INVESTMENT...........ooovrrreesrrrreesennn 54,700............... 4,570, .....16,800,000
OMO0000002549 BANK DHOFAR 163,122, 27,731 ...503,387,041
OM0000004735 SEMBCORP SALALAH. 000 04. .....64,910,893
OMO0000002374. UNITED FINANCE 140,265 911 -....22,694,387
OMO0000008868 THE PEARL REIF 12— 140. ... 49,698,115
OM0000003521 GALFAR ENGINEER 66,889 11,422 ..34,507,696
OM0000003661 VOLTAMP ENERGY. 9,000 43, 7,570,456
OM0000001160. NATIONAL GAS 105,156 11,370. ,095,000
OMO0000002648 NATIONAL FINANCE 26,653 099. ,241,502
OM0000002804 ASAFFAFOODS. 104,153 22,448, 0100 25,320,000
OM0000001590. MUSCAT FINANCE 212,000 13,540. 0.100......19,350,218
OMO0000001418. RAYSUT CEMENT 250,879.......... 42,808 SR X 110 J— 0.167............ (O LG A— [0 i Fo— 0.100.....33,400,000
Total 26 2,844,090....326,102.

EU gas consumption down by 20.1%

BRUSSELS: The EU consump-
tion of natural gas has dropped by
20.1 per cent in the period August-
November 2022, compared with
the average gas consumption for
the same months (August-Novem-
ber) between 2017 and 2021, ac-
cording to energy data published
by Eurostat, the statistical office of
the European Union.

The Council Regulation (EU)
2022/1369 on coordinated de-
mand-reduction measures for gas,
part of the REPower EU plan to
end EU dependence on Russian
fossil fuels, set a reduction target
of 15 per cent for the period August
2022 - March 2023 as compared to
the average of the same period of
the five previous consecutive years.

During August-November 2022,
natural gas consumption dropped
in most Member States. In 18
Member States, consumption
dropped beyond the 15 per cent
target, in some, by a large margin
(above 40 per cent). Consumption
fell the most in Finland (-52.7 per
cent), Latvia (-43.2 per cent) and
Lithuania (-41.6 per cent).
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JEDDAH: COFE App, the pre-
mier online coffee marketplace

an agreement with the Saudi Cof-
fee Company (SCC).

As per the agreement, COFE
App will be the premium online

in amplifying their reach to cof-
fee lovers in the Kingdom and be-
yond. This strategic partnership

at propelling the Saudi coffee in-
dustry into the digital era, conse-
quently empowering local produc-
greater ease and convenience.

The partnership
COFE App and SCC is set to pro-
pel the coffee e-commerce sec-
beans available to coffee lovers

companies are united in the pur-

knowledge to the Kingdom in sev-
eral areas, including coffee pro-

sales, as well as all other activi-
frontrunner in the sector.

Commenting on the agreement,

proud moment for us at COFE to
be working with SCC. We hope

and reach that it truly deserves.
Through our work in Saudi, we

our culture and tradition to the
world. I would also like to take

recently announced the signing of

partner for SCC supporting them

between COFE and SCC is aimed

ers to connect with end users with

between

tor further, making Saudi-grown
through COFE’s mobile app. Both

pose to transmit technology and

duction, roasting, marketing, and

ties, to promote the Kingdom as a

COFE App Founder & CEO, Ali
Al Ebrahim expressed: “It is a

that this partnership will help in
giving Saudi coffee the visibility

hope to take this integral part of

Six Member States, while reduc-
ing their natural gas consumption,
have not yet reached the 15 per
cent target. By contrast, natural
gas consumption increased in
Malta (+7.1 per cent) and Slovakia
(+2.6 per cent).

Looking at monthly data from
January to November 2022, con-
sumption has been consistently
below the 2017-2021 average of

™
-

this opportunity to thank every-
one involved in making this pos-
sible. It is truly the beginning of
something great.”

The platform has seen wide-
spread acceptance from users
in the Kingdom and was listed
as the Top 10 Most Downloaded
Food Delivery and Restaurant
Apps (2021) in the kingdom in a
survey conducted by the Com-
munication & Information Tech-
nology Commission (CITC) of
Saudi Arabia.

SCC is a Public Investment
Fund (PIF) company launched
by the sovereign wealth fund of
Saudi Arabia with a mandate to
develop the Saudi coffee industry.
SCC plans to invest over SAR 1.2
billion ($319 million) in the na-
tional coffee sector over the next
ten years to increase annual out-
put from 300 tons today to more
than 2,500 tons by 2030. Saudi’s
domestic coffee market was es-

the respective months of those
years. Between January and July
2022, natural gas consumption
in the EU varied between 1 938
petajoules (PJ) in January, season-
ally a colder month with higher
consumption, and 785 PJ in July,
indicating a monthly decrease
overall, even before the target of
15 per cent gas reduction was set
up by the Council Regulation (EU)

COFE App signs pact with Saudi Coffee Company
to become its premium online coffee marketplace

timated to be worth $1.96 billion
in 2021 and is expected to grow to
$2.78 billion by 2025.

“Itisapleasuretobe partnering
with COFE App. Their passion
for the cumulative growth of the
coffee industry is very evident,
and we are happy to say that they
share both our vision and values.
Coffee is a very integral part of
Arabian culture and we wish for
the world to witness it through
our efforts. We hope that this
partnership is the beginning of
coffee lovers discovering the nu-
ances of Saudi coffee and how it is
ready to compete with some ofthe
best producers in the world,” said
Mohammed Zainy, Marketing Di-
rector of Saudi Coffee Company.

As KSA transforms into a digi-
tal growing economy with a focus
on locally grown coffee beans this
might just be the next big thing in
the evolution of the global coffee
market.

2022/1369.

This fall was higherin May (-12.9
per cent compared with the aver-
age May of the 2017-2021 period
of 956 PJ) when 833 PJ were con-
sumed, then down by 7.1 per cent
in June (775 PJ vs 833 PJ). The re-
duction jumped to 13.9 per cent in
August, 14.2 per cent in September,
24.2 per cent in October and 23.6
per cent in November. -wam

China posts
outstanding
BCOINOIIC
performance

BEIJING: China has made
outstanding achievements in
both economic development
and epidemic control over the
past three years, with positive
results delivered on both fronts,
demonstrating huge potential
for continued prosperity.

Having withstood waves of the
pandemic while effectively safe-
guarding the life and health of its
1.4 billion population, the coun-
try has maintained the lowest
COVID-19 infection and fatality
rates among all major countries
over the past three years.

It has so far issued nine edi-
tions of COVID-19 control proto-
cols, together with the 20 meas-
ures announced in November
and the latest 10 released earlier
this month, and quickly adapted
to the constantly evolving epi-
demic situation with a flexible
string of control measures.

“China has been optimising
control measures in line with
the evolving epidemic situation
to make its COVID-19 response
more targeted and scientific,”
said Zhang Boli, an academician
with the Chinese Academy of
Engineering.

China’s virus containment ef-
forts have proven effective and
helped the country navigate the
epidemic-induced  economic
trough. -Xinhua
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hen you

think of all

the things

that hap-
pen in the busy month of
December, breakups are
probably the last thing
that come to mind. How-
ever, research shows
the holidays are a prime
time for ending relation-
ships.

Whether it’s a ro-
mantic partnership
that’s come to an end
or a friendship that no
longer serves you well,
breakups are unfortu-
nately common this time
of year. Are you or is
someone you know expe-
riencing a breakup?

A milestone month

A vast majority of
younger adults confirm
December is a make-or-
break milestone for re-
lationships. Nearly 3in 5
say they or a couple they
know have broken up in
the month of December,
including 40% who expe-
rienced it themselves.
No matter the reason
or circumstances, break-
ing up is difficult. While
there are numerous ways
to help mend a broken
heart, seeking comfort
foods is one of the most
popular breakup solu-
tions among Gen Z and
Millennials.

Savoury over sweet

When it comes to what
cuisine can help mend a
broken heart during the
holiday season, the ma-
jority say comfort food
such as soup, pasta and
pizza are the way to go,
compared to more in-
dulgent choices such as
chocolate, ice cream or
baked goods. So ditch the
sweets this season and
grab a bowl of warm and
comforting soup.

In fact, younger
adults’ taste in breakup
soup skews toward the
traditional. An over-
whelming 88% identi-
fied soup as a breakup

comfort with nearly 3 in
5 Gen Z and Millennials
citing chicken noodle
as the most comfort-
ing soup to eat after a
breakup, followed by to-
mato soup and vegetable
soup.

Whether you’ve ex-
perienced a breakup or
you want to support a
friend or family mem-
ber, you can count on
your favourite soup and
broth brand to provide
you with nourishing
products that feel like a
warm hug. So stock up
on the classics includ-
ing Hearty Vegetable
Soup, Chicken Noodle
Soup and Tomato Bisque

to help get you through
both the good times and
the bad.

Prioritise yourself

Everyone experiences
breakups differently.
Whether you’re getting
over your work crush,
starting a new solo chap-
ter or have just parted
ways with a friend,
it’s important to make
time for yourself and
do things that bring you
comfort.

This season, no matter
your situation, head for
delicious recipes, new
soup and broth options
and more. - BPT
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Scenery of Yamdrok Lake in Tibet
Picture shows the scenery of the
Yamdrok Lake in Nagarze County
of Shannan City, southwest China’s
Tibet Autonomous Region. xinhua

Pharmacies in Changsha work to en-
sure anti-epidemic medicines supply
A staff member registers information

of medicines at a logistics centre of a
pharmacy in Kaifu District of Changsha,
central China’s Hunan Province.
Pharmacies in Changsha are working
to ensure the supply and transportation
of anti-epidemic medicines to meet the
needs of the public. xinhua

Penguins visit Harbin Ice-Snow World
Penguins from Harbin Polarpark are seen
at the Harbin Ice-Snow World, a renowned
seasonal theme park opening every winter,
in Harbin, northeast China’s Heilongjiang
Province. xinhua

Germany hands over 22
artifacts looted by British
i colonists to Nigeria
e i : Officials from Germany

B -nze ot and Nigeria attend a
handover ceremony of
returned artifacts in Abuja,
Nigeria. Nigeria received
22 looted artifacts from
the German government,
as part of the official
repatriation of 1,130 Benin
bronzes taken away by
European countries from
the West African country
over 120 years ago. xinhua

People visit celebration event for com-
ing Christmas in San Jose, California
People visit a celebration event for

the coming Christmas at a park in San
Jose, California, the United States. xinhua

International campaign
to protect Palestinians
set to launch: Abbas
Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas
delivers a speech during
a joint meeting of the
Palestine Liberation
Organisation (PLO)
executive committee and
his Fatah movement’s
central committee that
he chaired, in the West
Bank city of Ramallah.

Xinhua

Tabu, Arjun Kapoor, Radhika
Madan with director Aasmaan
Bhardwaj at the trailer launch
of ‘Kuttey’

Bollywood actors Tabu, Arjun
Kapoor, Radhika Madan and
director Aasmaan Bhardwaj

at the trailer launch of their
upcoming film ‘Kuttey’, in
Mumbai. ani photo
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hristmas may be the most
wonderful time of the
year, as the song goes,
but — and not to be a to-
tal Grinch about it — it’s
also the season of over-
consumption. In the UK
alone, the average house-
hold spends 700 pounds
(€811, $853) more in December com-
pared to other months on gifts, food and
other Advent extras.

With that increase in consumption,
comes an increase in trash. Household
waste in the US rises by about 25 percent
over the festive period.

If not properly disposed of, plastic
packaging, for instance, can end up in riv-
ers, lakes and the ocean where it harms
animals. Wasted Christmas fare ends
up on landfills where it rots and contrib-
utes to the 8-10 percent of yearly green-
house gases emissions heating the planet
caused by uneaten food.

But fear not, because there are plenty
of sustainable hacks to make your Yule-
tide green.

Gifts: From secondhand to home-
made and everything in between
Giving and receiving presents is one of
the hallmarks of Christmas. But you can
extract yourself from the consumer rush
by gifting sustainably.

Think carefully about what purchases
and look out for locally produced items
made from sustainable or recycled ma-
terials. Also try to ensure gifts are du-
rable and reusable, rather than novelty
items that someone may use once and
then throw away.

Regifting or donating unwanted pre-
sents is another option. One YouGov sur-
vey in the found that 57 percent of people
in the UK had received at least one un-
wanted present at Christmas, but most
found re-gifting acceptable.

According to a 2020 study in scien-
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WAYSTO A
SUSTAINABLE
CHRISTMAS

The festive season is a time of goodwill, food, gifts —

and a lot of waste. So, here’s a short guide to having

yourself a sustainable little Christmas.

tific journal “Nature,” stuff made by hu-
mans now outweighs all life on earth. So
instead of adding to the Anthropocene
mountain of things, check out the many
vintage or secondhand stores both on
and offline where you can find all sorts
of unique gems for the special people in
your life.

For those of us blessed with the skills
of crafting or cooking, there are also
plenty of online guides for making clever
gifts, from photo albums to homemade
preserves. And for the less artistically
inclined, there are always gift certifi-
cates for local gigs, theater productions
and other events.

Cutting down on Christmas waste
If you want to stop your trash cans from
overflowing this Christmas, avoid gifts
with excess packaging, cut down on sin-

gle-use plastics and be mindful of how
gifts are wrapped.

Some 50,000 trees are cut down annu-
ally to make the 227,000 miles (365,321
kilometres) of wrapping paper used in
the UK each year. And while it may look
pretty, paper decorated with bows, plas-
tic or glitter is largely not recyclable and
ends up in landfill.

One way to test whether wrapping pa-
per is recyclable is by simply scrunching
it into a ball. If it remains crumpled, then
you can pop it in the recycling bin.

You can also avoid waste by reusing old
wrapping paper or by packaging gifts in

old newspaper. Reusable cloth bags are
a good alternative or check out this DW
guide on how to wrap gifts in fabric.

A green Christmas dinner

Some 61 percent of the 931 million
tonnes of food that was wasted in 2019
came from households, and Christmas
can be one of the worst times for binning
of uneaten food.

You can help your pocket and the en-
vironment by planning how much you’ll
need for the number of people youre
feeding. Using a portion calculator can
help, as can finding good Christmas left-
over recipes.

Going vegetarian — or better still,
vegan — is the best way to lower your
Christmas dinner’s carbon emissions.
While poultry like chicken and turkey,
does have alower CO2 footprint than the
worst carbon offenders, beef and lamb,
they still far outstrip legumes, pulses and
vegetables.

There are plenty of delicious and ex-
citing veggie recipes, just a click away.
But if you can’t go the whole animal-
free hog, cutting down on the amount
and kinds of meat and dairy you con-
sume can help.

One tip for cutting down on your own
transport emissions is to carshare with a
nearby friend or neighbour when you go

shopping. If you live close enough to your
local supermarket or farmers’ market, in-
vest in the two-wheeled trolley beloved of
grannies throughout the ages and which
can then be used year-round.

Deck the halls with

eco-friendly decorations

Where would we be without Christmas
decorations and lights to brighten up the
bleak midwinter?

LED lights are the green alternative to
old, incandescent ones. They’re energy-
efficient, safer, more durable and will keep
your Christmas days merry and bright.

Instead of buying new Christmas dec-
orations each year, upcycle your old ones.
Or have some fun with family, friends, or
by yourself, by making some with spare
or recycled materials lying around your
house, like origami or fabric ornaments.

If you are buying new ones, then steer
clear of plastic and look out for second-
hand decorations or those made from re-
cycled or sustainable materials.

Fake or real? The great Christmas
tree debate

And finally, to the Christmas tree. Is it
better to go real or fake? Environmental
organisation WWF says buying a fake
tree only makes sense if you're going to
use it for at least 10 years. They are made
from fossil-fuel byproduct plastic after
all and cannot be recycled.

But if youre going for a real one,
WWF advises buying it from a sustain-
able, FSC-certified forest and ensuring
you have it turned into wood chips after
Christmas.

There are other alternatives though.
Some tree-renting services have popped
up in recent years. These potted Christ-
mas trees are returned and planted once
the festive season is over. Or if you want
to get really creative, decorate a few
spruce or pine branches or make a “tree”
out of aladder or a pile of books. - ow
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Wonderland of festivities awaits
at Kempinski Hotel Muscat

Experience the joy of
the holiday season
with a variety of

events at the hotel

MUSCAT: An unbelievable won-
derland of festivities awaits at
Kempinski Hotel Muscat. During
this period, parents and their lit-
tle ones can experience a variety
of activities to take part in, from
a festive Afternoon Tea at Amwaj
Lounge to a special afternoon tea
with Santa at Café One.

A lavish Christmas Eve dinner
as well as Christmas Day brunch

will be held at The Kitchen res-
taurant, where guests can enjoy a
festive buffet of culinary delights
and a variety of festive goodies
hand-crafted by the hotel’s cu-
linary team, including assorted
Christmas cookies and even the
hotel’s signature classic Christmas
Turkey. For a more intimate expe-
rience, Zale Lounge offers a special
dinner under the stars with a live
musical performance for Christ-
mas Eve and a set menu crafted
by Spanish chef David Pastor for
Christmas Day, perfect for friends
and loved ones.

Ring in 2023 with an extravagant
New Year’s Eve dinner as well as
New Year’s Day brunch, with live
cooking stations, fresh seafood, in-
ternational flavours, and decadent
pastries at The Kitchen restaurant.

Also for New Year’s Eve, an ex-
clusive beachfront celebration

Indian School Muladha organises
grand annual day celebrations

MUSCAT: The 32nd Annual Day
celebration was held in sheer re-
splendence and decor at Indian
School Muladha on December
15. It was a blend of charisma and
unerring finesse.

The glamorous event com-
menced with the school choir
comprising 270 students who
drew the strings of the specta-
tors’ hearts with their sooth-
ing voice. The chief guest Amit
Narang, Ambassador of India to
Oman and the other dignitaries
onthe dais conjointlylit the lamp.

The digital presentation of the
annual report by the principal
was a visual treat which gave a
kaleidoscopic view of the various
spheres of activities performed
by the students during the aca-
demic year. In the prize distribu-

tion ceremony that followed, the
members of the staff who com-
pleted 25 years, 20 years and 10
years of service in the institution
were felicitated.

The toppers in AISSCE and
AISSE were honoured with a
token of appreciation. Trophies
for academics, co-curricular ac-
tivities, games and sports, and
Overall Championship were pre-
sented to the respective houses
by the dignitaries. The School
Newsletter Aurora 2022 and
School Magazine Spectrum 2022
were released.

The formal function was fol-
lowed by the grandiloquent show
put up by the talented students.
The barrage of variety entertain-
ments was very colourful and
mind blowing in its genre.

awaits at Zale Lounge, featuring a
dazzling performance by an inter-
national singer, premium house
beverages with Japanese twists
and tapas, guaranteed to be a fabu-
lous evening.

Other New Year festivities will
continue throughout the hotel’s
various restaurants. Bukhara show-
cases the diversity of India with a
fun-filled celebration in a colourful
and authentic atmosphere. Kick off
the New Year in Soi Soi and experi-
ence a boasting, vivacious fusion of
Thai flavours and aromas straight
from the streets of Bangkok.

Experience all the festivities
with an exhilarating room offer.
Welcome 2023 in style with 20%
off the best available rate, daily
buffet breakfast at The Kitchen
restaurant and New Year’s Eve
dinner buffet at The Kitchen for
two persons.

Alizz Islamic Bank’s ‘Tharwa’ service
offers premium banking experience

MUSCAT: Alizz Islamic Bank of-
fers a variety of Sharia-compliant
banking services and products in-
cluding its Wealth Management
segment ‘Tharwa’ service, which
is one of the highest quality bank-
ing services in the Sultanate.
Tharwa members can enjoy
a variety of benefits that raise
their standard of living when it
comes to accommodation and
dining while travelling. In addi-
tion, Tharwa provides a variety
of exclusive offers and discounts
and gives access to VIP lounges,
special events and more than 550
various lounges at all airports
worldwide and much more.
Through Tharwa, Alizz Islamic
Bank is committed to providing
unprecedented banking services
that guarantee service quality and
peace of mind. All banking solu-
tions have been designed to of-
fer ideal levels of quality services
that meet the customers various
banking needs. Through deposits,
finance and high value deposit ac-
counts like Izdihar Savings Ac-
count, Term Investment Deposit
Accounts and Wakala Accounts,
Tharwa customers will be able to
know the expected profits and will

be qualified to get discounts on the
transaction and service charges
that will be available to customers
at various branches.

Tharwa customers can also
carry out banking transactions
privately and comfortably in the
Tharwa lounges, which have been
designed in such a way that ena-
bles them to carry out transactions
in an environment that ensures

Lulu, Khimji Ramadas hold Gillette ‘Best fan
face’ Guinness record-breaking campaign

MUSCAT: Lulu Hypermarket
teamed up with the P&G division
of Khimji Ramdas in a unique
and exciting attempt to break the
Guinness Record for the most
number of people moisturising
their beard simultaneously to
pick up the ‘best fan face’ during
the season of football.

The event was held at Lulu
Baushar under the campaign Gil-
lette ‘Shave and show your best
fan face’ on December 20.

The event, which was held to
promote Gillette brand from the
P&G stables, brought together 300
consumers who participated in the
campaign with the aim of break-
ing the world record. The event
also gave an experiential moment
for the consumers to try Gillette
products as they were allowed to
keep the grooming bag with vari-
ous products, they consumed for
the record breaking execution.

Aspart of the event, Lulu had set

up a grooming area in the parking
area of its Baushar outlet, provid-
ing consumers a chance to present
their smartest look using the Gil-
lette Mach3 razor which is built
for precision and made for com-
fort, with stronger blades that stay
sharperlonger,aswell asthe bestin
category KCG beard oil. Consum-
ers were then invited to “present
their best fan face” by showcasing
their best emotions to different
football-related activities, such as

penalty kick etc. All consumers
participating in the campaign also
received a gift hamper.
Commenting on the campaign,
Shabeer K A, Regional Director
- Lulu Hypermarkets, Oman, re-
marked “The timing of this activity
is perfectly in sync with the season.
With the just concluded football
world cup football fans all over the
country are still basking in the ex-
citement the season has provided.
‘We are happy and privileged to be

again a part of P&G’s record break-
ing initiatives and hope that this
platform provides an eco-system
to encourage some out of the box
marketing concepts and innova-
tive products. P&G as a brand has
been supporting our outlets with
one of the strongest portfolios of
trusted and quality brands.”

Sridhar Moosapeta, CEO Con-
sumer Products Cluster, Khimji
Ramdas stated, “We are extremely
happy with the response we re-
ceived through this campaign and
we thank Lulu for their continuous
support towards all our initiatives.
‘We are also happy to have reached
outto as many people as possible, as
we could witness the thrill and en-
thusiasm of fans as they showcased
what they loved the most about the
game. At P&G, we are committed
to introducing fresh and innova-
tive ideas to serve the heightened
needs and behaviours of consumers
worldwide,” he added.

comfort and confidentiality. At
such lounges, they can watch the
latest news and relax. This is in
addition to their personal relation-
ship managers who are specialised
in counselling and assisting cus-
tomers both inside and outside the
bank premises.

“Our team comprising lead-
ing international experts as well
as our regional and international

partners. We find solutions for
all of your wealth management
requirements. Tharwa’s World
MasterCard gives you flexibility
to discover the best deals & offers.
Worldwide acceptance and valu-
able benefits mean that you have
the freedom to do the work you
like whenever you like. The spe-
cial advantages and benefits while
traveling give you the exceptional
services you expect from Master-
Card, like access to airport lounges
in more than 400 cities all over
the world, insurance while travel-
ling against accidents and flight
cancelation, special health club
offers, special year-round flight of-
fers and other numerous offers and
benefits which can be reviewed on
our website,” said Mohammed bin
Juma Al-Ghassani, AGM - Chief
Consumer Banking Officer of Alizz
Islamic Bank.

All customers that have a
monthly income of OMR 3,000 or
a deposit of OMR 30,000 or more
are eligible for Tharwa.

The bank also provides Internet
banking, mobile banking, interac-
tive teller machines, phone / SMS
banking and a toll free customer
service centre.

Oman Air Holidays
51gns agreement with
Jordan Tourism Board

MUSCAT: Oman Air Holidays has
announced a strategic partnership
with the Jordan Tourism Board to
undertake joint promotional ac-
tivities in Oman and Jordan.

The partnership will include a
series of co-branded tactical cam-
paigns that aim to position Oman
Air Holidays as a preferred pro-
vider of international travel pack-
ages and encourage those in Oman
to visit Jordan during peak sea-
son. Oman Air currently operates
seven flights a week from Muscat
to the Jordanian capital, Amman,
which is popular amongst travel-
lers for its spectacular landscape
and ancient treasures.

Mundher Al Shaikhani, Sen-
ior Manager Holidays and Loy-
alty Programme at Oman Air, said,
“Oman and Jordan already enjoy a
warm relationship and this part-

nership seeks to increase value
creation for both countries and
contribute to our respective tour-
ism agendas. We look forward to
working with the Jordan Tourism
Board as we continue strengthen-
ing our presence across the region,
while creating amazing itineraries
that offer something completely
different to our guests.”

Dr Abed Al-Razzaq Arabiyat
Managing Director of Jordan
Tourism Board, added, “As we
strive to increase Jordan’s com-
petitiveness as a global tourism
destination, we are expanding our
reach to new and more targeted
markets. Our growing touristic re-
lationship with Oman offers many
mutual opportunities, and our
partnership with Oman Air Holi-
days is sure to add considerable
momentum to our goals.”
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FOR COST
EFFECTIVE
EXHIBITION
BOOTHS/
DISPLAY
STANDS

Call us on

99614066

Contact us on wefix@mmg.om
or call/whatsApp 99614066/ 95405033
to make customized exhibition booths
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