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Business heads and top management of 52 reputed

brands in Oman converged on the ballroom of

Shangri-La Barr al Jissah Muscat on Monday to

receive the coveted trophies of Oman’s Most

Trusted Brand Awards 2024 – a symbol of consumer

trust as well as a testimony of their commitment to

quality and service excellence.

Hosted by Apex Media - publishers of Muscat Daily -

the event was graced by H H Sayyid Dr Faris bin

Turki al Said, Member of Technical Team of Oman’s

Promotional Identity, as chief guest. He delivered the

keynote address and presented trophies to the

winners amid loud cheers from their colleagues and

applause of distinguished guests.

Oman’s Most Trusted Brand Awards was set up 

by Apex Media in 2016 to recognise and honour

brands in the sultanate that lived up to the

expectations of consumers and set parameters for

others in the fray to follow suit. In this edition of the

awards, over 1mn consumer votes were polled across

52 categories.

Arab meet on Feb 20 for
Gaza reconstruction

09

SQU student’s research
wins top regional honour 

03

OMAN’S MOST TRUSTED
BRAND AWARDS
2024 PRESENTED

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The sultanate is set to start an
advanced artificial intelligence
(AI) semiconductor chip manu-
facturing project in Salalah Free
Zone, Dhofar following a memo-
randum of understanding (MoU)
signed on Monday. 

The agreement, between
Ministry of Transport, Commu-
nications and Information Tech-
nology (MTCIT) and AONH
Private Holdings, is supported by
regional and international invest-
ment funds.

The project aims to consoli-
date Oman’s position in the
global semiconductor industry,
addressing the rising demand for
AI technologies. It will also help
develop local expertise in chip
design and manufacturing, while
attracting international talent,
particularly from Taiwan, South
Korea and Japan.

H E Dr Ali bin Amer al Shid-
hani, Undersecretary for Com-
munications and Information
Technology in MTCIT, stated

that the project aligns with the
Digital Industry Programme
under the National Programme
for Digital Economy and Oman
Vision 2040. "This project will
contribute to attracting new in-
vestments in the semiconductor
industry, stimulating local tech-

nical innovation and advancing
research in microelectronics. It
will support economic growth,
technological progress and sus-
tainable development in Oman,"
he said.

He noted that the global semi-

conductor industry is expanding
rapidly, driven by increasing de-
mand for AI, the Internet of
Things, 5G networks and au-
tonomous driving technologies.
According to global manage-
ment consultants McKinsey, the
market is expected to reach
US$1tn valuation by 2030.

Ali Steve Chao, Chairman of
AONH Private Holdings, high-
lighted Oman’s strategic location
and investor-friendly environ-
ment as key factors in selecting
the country for the project. “With
this initiative, Oman is set to
make its mark on the world stage
of chip manufacturing, develop-
ing advanced memory solutions
and next-generation AI chips,"
he said.

He added that the company
aims to attract top global talent,
creating a hub for researchers,
engineers and developers to
drive innovation in semiconduc-
tor manufacturing, data centres
and AI industries. Production op-
erations are expected to begin
three years after the project's
launch.

Al Khuwair Downtown project on track
Our Correspondent
Muscat 

Ministry of Housing and Urban
Planning has confirmed that the
US$1.3bn Al Khuwair Muscat
Downtown and Waterfront De-
velopment project is progressing
as planned, and will soon transi-
tion into a detailed design phase,
with implementation set to follow
by year-end.

Designed by Zaha Hadid Ar-
chitects, the project spread over
3.3mn sqm will have five key fea-
tures - a marina, a waterfront
with beaches and sports facilities,
a canal walkway, a cultural quar-
ter, and a ministry complex. It is

a major component of Oman’s
National Spatial Strategy and
aligns with the goals of Oman Vi-
sion 2040, balancing modern in-
frastructure with conservation of
the country's natural heritage.

Located near the Al Khuwair
desalination plant and adjacent to
the Ministries District, the devel-
opment aims to support Mus-
cat’s expansion while addressing
overcrowding. Though the Min-
istries District will remain intact,
it will undergo gradual remodel-
ing as part of the project.

The ministry stated that the
project is designed to promote
sustainable urban growth, en-
hance infrastructure services and

create well-planned communi-
ties. It will also contribute to bal-
anced development across
Muscat governorate, ensuring
equitable distribution of residen-
tial areas.

Additionally, the ministry con-
firmed that a study on relocating
Ghala Industrial Zone has been
completed and is ready for re-
view by the Council of Ministers.
Plans are also underway to im-
prove Muscat’s infrastructure,
with further details to be an-
nounced soon.

The project is set to play a key
role in shaping the future of Mus-
cat, reinforcing its position as a
modern and well-planned city.

MoF directs public sector to award
tenders up to RO25,000 to SMEs
Our Correspondent
Muscat 

Ministry of Finance (MoF) has
issued Financial Circular 1/2025
directing all ministries, public au-
thorities and government entities
to award tenders for supplies,
services and works valued  up to
RO25,000 to small and medium
enterprises (SMEs), who own a
Riyada card.

The circular aims to
strengthen the role of SMEs in
the Omani economy, encourag-
ing their participation in govern-
ment tenders. In addition, the
ministry stressed the importance
of collaborating with the Follow-
up Committee of the National
Local Content System to address
challenges related to the tender
process. It also urged ministries,
government agencies and state-
run companies to liaise with in-
ternal audit units to ensure
compliance with the circular.

H E Said bin Mohammed al
Saqri, Minister of Economy and

Chairman of Tender Board, high-
lighted the significant impact of
local content programmes.
“These programmes play a vital
role in supporting the private sec-
tor, localising national industries
and ensuring optimal use of pub-
lic funds. One of the main objec-
tives is to stimulate SMEs and the

entrepreneurship sector, increas-
ing their share of government
tenders,” he said.

He noted the tangible growth
in SMEs and their expanding
presence in various sectors, in-
cluding economic diversification
and innovation. The new move,
he explained, aligns with Oman’s

broader social and economic pri-
orities, fostering youth participa-
tion and entrepreneurship,
ultimately contributing to a diver-
sified and sustainable economy.

The decision to raise the ten-
der value to RO25,000 further
supports the National Policy for
Local Content, a key initiative
aimed at economic diversification
and job creation. “By expanding
government tender opportunities
to SMEs, we continue to enhance
the entrepreneurial sector’s role
in driving innovation and sustain-
able growth,” H E Saqri added.

According to the Ministry of
Economy, there are 145,750
SMEs registered with Authority
for Small and Medium Enter-
prises Development and employ
192,714 workers from the na-
tional workforce. However, de-
spite their significant number,
SMEs currently receive only 12%
of government contracts. This
policy shift is expected to in-
crease their share in the coming
years.

MoU signed to set up
AI chip unit in Salalah 

The directive will play a vital role in 
supporting the private sector, localising
national industries and ensuring 
optimal use of public funds

(ONA)

This project will 
contribute to 
attracting new 
investments in the
semiconductor 
industry, stimulating
local technical 
innovation and 
advancing research
in microelectronics
H E DR ALI AL SHIDHANI
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Our Correspondent
Salalah

The first International Confer-
ence for Academics and Profes-
sionals on Tourism and
Hospitality began on Monday at
the Sultan Qaboos Youth Com-
plex for Culture and Entertain-
ment in Salalah. 

Organised by the University of
Technology and Applied Sci-
ences in collaboration with the
Dhofar Governor’s Office, the
three-day event - titled Tourism
in the Sultanate of Oman: Na-
tional and International Visions
and Practices - brings together
experts from 15 countries to dis-
cuss trends, challenges, and op-
portunities in the tourism sector.

Dr Ahmed bin Mohsen al
Ghassani, Chairman of Dhofar
Municipality, inaugurated the
conference and honoured
keynote speakers, experts, and
sponsors. The event includes
specialised workshops, an exhi-
bition featuring 25 public and pri-
vate entities, and a student

competition aimed at fostering
collaboration between academia
and the industry.

Dr Ahmed bin Ali al Shahri,
Assistant Vice Chancellor of the
University of Technology and
Applied Sciences in Salalah, high-
lighted the university’s commit-
ment to linking academic

research with practical applica-
tions. “Tourism is a pillar of
Oman’s economic diversification,
and this conference plays a vital
role in supporting national efforts
to enhance the sector’s contribu-
tion to the economy,” he said.

Discussions will focus on key
topics such as sustainable
tourism, the role of technology in
enhancing visitor experiences,
and strategic investment oppor-
tunities. Experts are also ad-
dressing issues like governance
in tourism destinations, AI-
driven advancements in the in-
dustry, and education and
training to meet future demands.

Dr Ali bin Saeed Akaak, a key
member of the organising com-
mittee, emphasised the impor-

tance of knowledge exchange in
tourism marketing, business sus-
tainability, and hospitality. 

Dr Saud bin Mohammed al
Farsi, Advisor to the Governor of
Dhofar, described the confer-
ence as a key initiative support-
ing the governorate’s tourism
strategy. “The participation of
local and international experts
ensures valuable discussions
that will contribute to shaping
policies and strategies for
tourism development,” he said.

The opening day featured a vi-
sual presentation on tourism in
Oman, followed by two panel
discussions. Over three days, the
conference will host eight dia-
logue sessions, 15 scientific
tracks and five workshops.

Salalah hosts conference on tourism, hospitality

Forum explores investment
opportunities in Africa 

Dhahirah forum showcases local talent

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Oman Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (OCCI)
hosted the Omani-African Busi-
ness Forum on Monday, bringing
together business leaders from
Oman and several African coun-
tries to strengthen trade and in-
vestment ties.

The event, attended by Sheikh
Faisal bin Abdullah al Rawas,
Chairman of OCCI’s Board of Di-
rectors, along with board mem-
bers and business owners, aimed
to enhance economic coopera-
tion and identify new business
opportunities. A total of 40 com-
panies from nine African nations
participated, representing sectors
such as food security, logistics,
energy, finance, construction, ed-
ucation, and fisheries.

Discussions focused on lever-
aging the strategic position of
Oman and Africa, particularly the
Horn of Africa and South and
East Africa, to facilitate global
trade. The region’s proximity to
key shipping routes comple-
ments Oman’s location, making

it a vital link in the movement of
African products and services to
international markets.

Rawas described Africa as a
promising market with vast nat-
ural resources and strong con-
sumer demand. He noted that
Oman and Africa share deep his-
torical and commercial ties,
which provide a solid foundation
for expanding trade and invest-
ment exchanges. “The chamber
is committed to supporting
Oman Vision 2040 by enhanc-
ing global competitiveness and
exploring high-potential sectors.”

Zainab Salem al Hashimi from
OCCI outlined the chamber’s ef-
forts to support private sector
growth, highlighting key Omani
exports and priority sectors such

as energy, minerals, renewable
energy, agriculture, and logistics.
She also provided insights into
Oman’s trade relations with
African nations.

Aisha al Hadabi from the Min-
istry of Commerce, Industry, and
Investment Promotion presented
the Invest in Oman initiative,
showcasing the country’s invest-
ment incentives, financing mech-
anisms and legislative
framework. She emphasised
Oman’s role as a strategic invest-
ment hub and its focus on eco-
nomic diversification. The forum
also facilitated direct business
meetings, allowing Omani and
African business owners to ex-
plore potential partnerships and
expand trade relations.

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Oman Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (OCCI), with
support from Daleel Petroleum,
launched the Dhahirah Innova-
tion Forum 2025 on Monday in
Ibri. 

Held under the slogan ‘Dhahi-
rah Innovates’, the two-day
event aims to highlight the role of
innovation in economic develop-
ment and social progress.

The forum was inaugurated
by Najib bin Ali al Rawas, Gover-
nor of Dhahirah, and features
over 50 innovators from the gov-
ernorate. Participants include
representatives from educational

institutions, student-led compa-
nies, and research projects fo-
cused on innovative and
technical solutions across vari-
ous fields.

The event aligns with Oman
Vision 2040, emphasising the
importance of innovation in eco-
nomic growth and sustainability.
It encourages innovators to de-
velop solutions to scientific and
technological challenges and es-
tablish businesses that support
their ideas.

The opening session included
a visual presentation on the role
of innovation in industrial and in-
vestment sectors, particularly
highlighting the contributions of
young entrepreneurs and re-

searchers.
Majid bin Khamis al Badi,

Board Member of the Chamber’s
Dhahirah branch and Head of the
Education and Innovation Com-
mittee, underscored the forum’s
objective. “The forum provides a
platform for innovators to show-
case their ideas and scientific ad-
vancements. Innovation is a key
driver of economic growth and
sustainability, shaping a future
built on knowledge and creativ-
ity,” he said.

He added that the Dhahirah
branch of the Oman Chamber of
Commerce and Industry is com-
mitted to fostering a culture of
innovation and supporting en-
trepreneurs.

Tourism is a pillar of Oman’s economic 
diversification, and this conference 
plays a vital role in supporting national
efforts to enhance the sector’s 
contribution to the economy
DR AHMED BIN ALI AL SHAHRI



Our Correspondent
Muscat 

Oman Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (OCCI) has
launched a promotional cam-
paign to support 17 Omani
brands in expanding through
franchise opportunities. The
initiative aims to increase their
visibility and grant them fran-
chise rights locally, regionally
and internationally.

Hamoud bin Salem al Saadi,
Second Deputy Chairman of
OCCI and Chairman of the
Franchise Programme, said
the current campaign is the
third edition. The 90-day mar-
keting drive is designed to pro-
mote franchising as a key
investment model in Oman.

“The franchise model offers
a unique opportunity for new
business owners to acquire
established brands and start
their own ventures with con-
tinuous support and market-
ing assistance,” he said.

The programme includes
training, consultations and
guidance for businesses look-
ing to expand through fran-
chising. It plays a key role in
strengthening the private sec-
tor and promoting Omani
brands beyond national bor-
ders.

Now in its third edition, the

Franchise Programme aligns
with Oman Vision 2040, sup-
porting economic diversifica-
tion and sustainable
development. It aims to im-
prove the business environ-
ment and foster growth across
the country’s governorates. By
helping Omani businesses
qualify for franchising, the pro-
gramme contributes to
strengthening the private sec-
tor both locally and interna-
tionally.
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Sultan Qaboos University announces their desire to sell used vehicles and their in sealed
envelopes. Those wishing to enter the auction must adhere to the following conditions:
•          Interested parties can view used vehicles in auction yard and receive the bidding

on Tuesday and Wednesday )18-19/02/2025.( from 03:00 pm to 05:00 pm.
•         Deposit of (500) Omani riyals in cash as an insurance. This amount will be refunded

to the unsuccessful bidders.
•          Submitting the offer in a sealed envelope after viewing the used vehicles, entitled

by the name of the head of the committee for selling used vehicles, and put the
envelope in bid box.

•         The presented offer is binding on its owner if it is placed on it, and in the event
that the buyer does not pay the purchase price on time, the insurance amount will
be forfeited, and the sale will be awarded to another applicant.

•          Those who win the bidding will be contacted. They must pay the remaining sum,
and they are responsible for moving their items within 3 days from 09:00 am to
03:00 pm.

•         The used vehicles are sold in their current condition and SQU is not responsible
for any loss or damage to the sold vehicles if the shifting is not completed until
25/02/2025 and we applied (10) Omani riyals as a penalty for each day after
25/02/2025.

Notes:
- Prices are sorted according to each vehicles and the higher

price is taken.

- Funds will be collected electronically through visa cards.

- Entering the auction yard through Gate No (5).

- For more information, contact on 24142611 / 94094918 /

97172110.

ANNOUNCEMENT

Meet explores perspectives
of Islam on humanitarian law
Our Correspondent
Muscat 

College of Shari'a Sciences’ 3rd
International Humanitarian Law
in the Light of Islamic Jurispru-
dence Conference commenced
on Monday at Oman Convention
and Exhibition Centre with partic-
ipation of 20 countries.

The opening was held under
the patronage of H E Sheikh Ab-
dulmalik Abdullah al Khalili,
Chairman of State Council, in the
presence of senior officials, digni-
taries and international guests.

The three-day conference
aims to explore the intersection
between international humani-
tarian law (IHL) and Islamic law
principles, focusing on issues re-
lated to armed conflicts and
human rights during war. 

The conference will feature
167 research abstracts from
scholars worldwide and present
90 papers, highlighting the role of
Islamic jurisprudence in promot-
ing peace and safeguarding the
rights of conflict victims, particu-
larly in the context of IHL and
their legal applications.

Discussions include the defini-
tion and principles of IHL, protec-
tion of conflict victims, lawful
methods of combat, accountabil-
ity for war crimes, and contribu-
tion of Ibadi jurisprudence to
conflict-related legal frameworks. 

The conference has brought
together prominent experts in in-
ternational law and Islamic ju-
risprudence, representatives of
International Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC) and various
government bodies.

Dr Rashid bin Ali al Harthy,
Dean of College of Shari'a Sci-
ences and Chairman of the con-

ference’s Main Committee, em-
phasised the goal of showcasing
the legislative wisdom of the
Qur'an and the sunnah (Proph-
et’s teachings), underscoring
Islam’s principles of tolerance
and its potential to offer effective
solutions to modern humanitar-
ian challenges in armed conflicts.

Sheikh Dr Kahlan bin Nabhan

al Kharousi, Assistant Grand
Mufti of Oman, stated, “The top-
ics discussed in this conference
are the most pressing issues of
our time. It is essential to trace
the roots of religion, offering hu-
manity a sound approach that
will open blind eyes and make
deaf ears hear.”

Gilles Carbonnier, Vice-Presi-

dent of ICRC, said, “This confer-
ence comes at a crucial time, par-
ticularly for the Arab world where
millions of civilians are enduring
the devastating consequences of
armed conflicts, from Gaza and
Lebanon to Syria, Yemen, Sudan
and beyond. These conflicts rep-
resent a tragic reality for millions
of children, women, the elderly
and men alike. In this context, the
international humanitarian con-
ference seeks to prevent the suf-
fering of war victims.”

The College of Shari'a Sci-
ences held the first edition of this
conference in 2018 and the sec-
ond in 2023.

SQU student’s research on rare shunt complication earns top regional honour 
Our Correspondent
Muscat 

Malak bint Khalid al Ismaili, a
final-year student at College of
Medicine and Health Sciences of
Sultan Qaboos University (SQU),
has been awarded the Clinical
Excellence Award in Research at
the 21st Regional Meeting of
Eastern Mediterranean Medical
Students’ Associations (EMR21).

She was feted for her research on
‘Abdominal Pseudocyst Post
Ventriculoperitoneal Shunt.’

The EMR21 conference, or-
ganised by International Federa-
tion of Medical Students'
Associations, concluded on
February 10 in Muscat, bringing
together over 450 students from
18 countries.

Malak’s research examined
over 200 cases, presenting a

systematic review spanning over
50 years (1969–2022) of ab-
dominal pseudocyst cases - a
rare complication of ventricu-
loperitoneal shunts used to treat
hydrocephalus, which is a
buildup of fluid in cavities called
ventricles deep within the brain.  

Her research analysed data
from 208 patients - the majority
children (62.8%). It identified in-
fection and inflammation as pri-

mary contributors to these com-
plications.

Her research findings re-
vealed that diagnoses were pre-
dominantly made using CT scans
(65.38%). Treatment ap-
proaches varied from surgery to
shunt rerouting, resulting in a
success rate of 71.2% and re-
lapse in 9.1% cases. Kaplan-
Meier analysis indicated that
patients undergoing repeated

shunt revisions had a higher like-
lihood of developing abdominal
pseudocysts sooner. Age and ini-
tial surgery did not significantly
impact the speed of onset.

Malak’s research underscores
the importance of early screen-
ing and continuous monitoring,
particularly for patients undergo-
ing repeated revisions, to enable
early diagnosis and reduce the
risks of these rare complications.

Seminar discusses factors driving
economic diversification in GCC 
Our Correspondent
Muscat 

Oman Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (OCCI) is hosting a
two-day seminar - ‘Indicators of
Gulf Economic Diversification’ –
in Muscat in partnership with
Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung's Re-
gional Programme Gulf States. 

The event, which started on
Monday, has brought together
experts from the Gulf Coopera-
tion Council (GCC) countries to
discuss key factors and strate-
gies driving economic diversifi-
cation in the region.

Held under the patronage of
Rashid bin Amer al Musalhi, First
Deputy Chairman of OCCI, the
seminar is focused on measuring
economic diversification and
identifying progress in sustain-
able growth across the GCC.

H H Sayyid Dr Adham bin
Turki al Said, Chairman of
OCCI’s Economic Committee,
said the chamber is committed
to supporting Oman Vision

2040 objectives by assessing
economic diversification trends
and setting clear guidelines for
future development. “GCC
countries share a vision of priori-
tising economic diversification,

especially given global economic
fluctuations and shifting geopo-
litical realities,” he said.

The seminar will examine the
current status of economic di-
versification in the region and
the composite index used to
measure progress. 

Yousef bin Hamad al Balushi,
Vice-Chairman of OCCI’s Eco-
nomic Committee, highlighted
the growing role of the private
sector in driving diversification
efforts. “Significant progress has
been made, but there is still po-
tential for further advancements,
particularly through private sec-
tor engagement,” he said.

The first day of discussions
covered economic diversifica-
tion in Oman, the composite
index for Gulf countries and sus-
tainable growth strategies. The
second day will feature sessions
on key economic variables af-
fecting GCC growth, diversifica-
tion indicators and mechanisms
to integrate local economic
pathways with international
markets.

The Konrad-Adenauer-Stift-
ung’s Regional Programme Gulf
States works with GCC coun-
tries to improve mutual under-
standing between the region,
Germany and European coun-
tries.

Muscat – The Omani-Saudi Busi-
ness Forum, organised by Oman
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry through the Omani-Saudi
Business Council, will start on
Wednesday in Muscat. The two-
day event aims to boost eco-
nomic, trade, and investment
relations between Oman and
Saudi Arabia.

Discussions will focus on incr-
easing trade volumes, expanding
joint investments and strength-
ening private sector cooperation,
particularly in ongoing projects. 

Sheikh Ali bin Hamad al
Kalbani, head of the Omani side
of the Omani-Saudi Business
Council, said the forum reflects
the commitment of both nations
to achieving economic integra-
tion. "The leaderships of Oman
and Saudi Arabia are keen to en-
hance trade and investment ties
through clear strategies that drive
economic cooperation," he said.

Kalbani added that the forum
is part of ongoing efforts for co-
ordination between the private
sectors of both countries. "It 
provides a platform to explore in-
vestment opportunities and as-
sess the requirements needed to
facilitate trade, supporting eco-
nomic growth in both nations."

The forum is expected to build
on recent economic partnerships
between Oman and Saudi Ara-
bia, further strengthening bilat-
eral ties.

Oman-Saudi
Business
Forum on
Wednesday

The franchise
model offers a
unique opportunity
for new business
owners to acquire
established brands
and start their 
own ventures
HAMOUD AL SAADI

OCCI promotes
franchising as 
investment model

(Supplied photo)

(ONA)

(ONA)

The topics discussed in this conference are the
most pressing issues of our time. It is essential
to trace the roots of religion, offering 
humanity a sound approach that will 
open blind eyes and make deaf ears hear 
SHEIKH DR KAHLAN BIN NABHAN AL KHAROUSI

GCC countries 
share a vision of 
prioritising economic
diversification, 
especially given
global economic 
fluctuations and
shifting geopolitical
realities
H H SAYYID DR ADHAM 
BIN TURKI AL SAID
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Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Public Authority for Special
Economic Zones and Free Zones
(OPAZ) announced on Monday
the launch of the third package
tender for the development of the
Economic Zone at Al Dhahira
(EZAD), which includes the con-
struction of dry port facilities and
a veterinary quarantine.

OPAZ has invited experienced
Omani and Saudi companies
(joint ventures) to purchase the
tender documents and submit
their bids by April 17, the upcom-
ing deadline.

The dry port is the central
component of EZAD, located
near the Omani-Saudi border
(Rub' al Khali). It is being devel-
oped in collaboration between the
Sultanate of Oman and Saudi
Arabia. The total area allocated
for the dry port is 4 sqkm, with the
first phase of construction cover-
ing 1 sqkm. The tender also in-
cludes the construction of a
veterinary quarantine.

Eng Ibrahim Yousuf al Zadjali,
Project Manager for the Eco-
nomic Zone at Al Dhahira, stated
that the new tender will help
EZAD achieve its goals of en-
hancing trade between the Sul-
tanate of Oman and Saudi Arabia.
The design incorporates state-of-

the-art facilities and ensures the
port is built to the highest stan-
dards and quality specifications,
taking into consideration the re-
quirements of all stakeholders.

He confirmed that the dry port,
in conjunction with the border
crossing, will reduce the time
needed for goods to be trans-
ported to and from Oman via
other entry points. This will be
achieved by minimising the num-

ber of transit points, thereby
shortening the time required for
goods to reach their final destina-
tion.

He also noted that the dry port
will facilitate the smooth flow of
goods between the Sultanate of
Oman and the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, boost bilateral trade,
strengthen investment partner-
ships, and attract further invest-
ment.

The tender includes the execu-
tion of civil, mechanical, electrical,
plumbing, and structural works
for the dry port and veterinary
quarantine. 

According to the tender spec-
ifications, the project will involve
the construction of a customs
gate, inspection platforms, cus-
toms clearance areas, substation
facilities, a maintenance work-
shop, laboratories, a water tank,
fire protection systems, X-ray and
scanning equipment, as well as
the administration building,
mosque, offices, rest areas, staff
accommodations, fencing,
surveillance cameras, and various

other facilities. 
The dry port will be operated

by Asyad Group, a subsidiary of
the Oman Investment Authority
(OIA), due to its expertise in
managing and operating such fa-
cilities.

Last year, OPAZ awarded a
consultancy services contract for
the design and supervision of the
first phase's infrastructure facili-
ties in the Economic Zone at Al
Dhahira to a consortium of an
Omani and a Saudi company. The
first phase covers an area of 20
sqkm.

Additionally, last year, OPAZ
issued a tender for the construc-
tion of the main roads, protection
channels, and surface water
drainage systems for EZAD,
along with associated services.
This tender is expected to be
awarded before the end of Q1
2025.

The total area of EZAD is 388
sqkm, located 20km from the
Rub' al Khali border crossing. The
establishment of this zone aims to
stimulate trade between Oman
and Saudi Arabia, support eco-
nomic diversification and devel-
opment efforts, open new
economic opportunities for Oman
and the wider Gulf region, and
capitalise on the competitive ad-
vantages and strategic geo-
graphic location of the zone.

OPAZ issues tender for dry
port construction at EZAD

Tokyo, Japan – Japan's economy
grew an annualised real 2.8% in
the October-December period of
2024, marking the third straight
quarter of expansion on robust
corporate spending, but lacklus-
ter private consumption under-
scored the protracted effects of
inflation, government data
showed Monday.

Nominal gross domestic
product, which shows the size of
the economy in current prices,
totaled 609.29tn yen ($4.01tn),
surpassing the 600tn yen mark
for the first time on a calendar
year basis, according to the Cab-
inet Office.

In 2024, real GDP, which is
adjusted for inflation and shows
the total value of goods and ser-
vices produced in a country,

grew 0.1%, marking the fourth
straight yearly gain.

But the pace of growth slowed
sharply from 1.5% in 2023, as
Japanese households struggled
to cope with the rising cost of liv-
ing without substantial gains in
real wages.

The average market forecast
was for an annualized real 1.32%

expansion in the October-De-
cember quarter, according to a
poll by the Japan Center for Eco-
nomic Research.

On a quarterly basis, real GDP
increased 0.7% from the previ-
ous July-September quarter,
against the 0.33% rise projected
by economists.

Capital investment increased

0.5% , marking a turnaround
from a 0.1% drop in the July-
September quarter, reflecting
strong demand for chipmaking
capacity and the need for new
factory builds.

Another key component of
domestic demand, private con-
sumption, which makes up more
than half of the economy, grew
0.1% , up for the third straight
quarter.

Consumers ramped up
spending on cars and durable
goods such as air conditioners.
The New Year's holidays were
longer than the previous year,
leading to increased spending on
hotel stays. However, higher
food prices curbed demand for
rice and perishables.

"Private consumption turned

out stronger than expected be-
cause we thought it would drop.
But we need to be cautious about
the outlook because wage
growth, when adjusted for infla-
tion, will likely be negative in the
January-March quarter," said
Saisuke Sakai, chief Japan
economist at Mizuho Research &
Technologies Ltd.

The forecast-beating GDP fig-
ures came as the minority gov-
ernment led by Prime Minister
Shigeru Ishiba explores better
ways to support inflation-hit
households. The ruling and some
opposition parties are in talks to
boost people's incomes and re-
duce education costs shouldered
by families with high school chil-
dren.
Kyodo News

Japan's GDP grows 2.8% in Q4; outlook murky

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Financial Services Authority
(FSA) has approved the initial
public offering (IPO) of Asyad
Shipping Company, with the
company set to offer approxi-
mately 1.042 billion shares worth
over RO128mn. The offering rep-
resents 20% of the company’s
capital.

The IPO will be open for sub-
scription from February 20 to 26
for individual investors, while in-
stitutional investors can sub-
scribe until February 27. The
share price for individual in-
vestors has been set at 123
baizas per share, while the insti-
tutional offering will follow a
book-building process within a
price range of 117 to 123 baizas
per share.

According to the FSA, the IPO
is divided into three categories:
institutional investors, individual
investors, and major investors.

Institutional investors will re-
ceive 45% of the total offering,
equally divided among local, re-
gional, and international institu-
tions. The minimum subscription
for this category is 100,000
shares, with no upper limit.

Individual investors have been
allocated 25% of the offering,
with a minimum subscription of
81,400 shares, in multiples of
100. Small individual investors
can subscribe to a minimum of
1,000 shares and a maximum of
81,300 shares.

The remaining 30% of the
IPO is allocated to major in-
vestors, who can subscribe to
312.5mn shares worth over
RO40.63mn. Asyad Shipping, a
subsidiary of Asyad Group under
the Oman Investment Authority,
is going public as part of the gov-
ernment’s strategy to divest
from state-owned assets. The of-
fering aligns with Oman Vision
2040, which aims to attract do-
mestic and foreign investment.

RO128mn Asyad
Shipping IPO to
open on Feb 20

Muscat – The UAE-based Al-
Futtaim Logistics, a leading
provider of world-class supply
chain and logistics solutions, has
announced its expansion into
Oman, reinforcing its commit-
ment to supporting the country’s
growing aerospace sector. 

This strategic move follows
the successful launch of its
Aerospace Logistics division in
the UAE in 2023 and the upcom-
ing establishment of operations
in Saudi Arabia by the end of the
current quarter, with Oman set
to follow in Q2 2025.

As Oman and the wider Mid-
dle East strengthen their position
as a global aerospace hub, the
demand for advanced logistics
solutions has never been greater.
With the region’s aerospace
market growing at a compound
annual growth rate (CAGR) of
4.4% and the GCC’s aircraft
maintenance, repair, and over-
haul (MRO) services sector set
to expand by 14.5% over the next
five years, fleet growth and rising
demand for wide-body aircraft
maintenance are driving the
need for enhanced logistics ser-
vices. 

The increasing number of
new aircraft deliveries – ex-
pected to exceed 1,000 by
2029-30 – further underscores
the urgency for specialized
aerospace logistics solutions,
particularly in Oman and the
broader region.

In a press release, Dr. Raman
Kumar, Managing Director of

Al-Futtaim Logistics, said, “This
expansion into Saudi Arabia and
Oman marks a significant mile-
stone for Al-Futtaim Logistics’
regional growth. The aerospace
industry operates in a time-sen-
sitive environment where every
minute counts, and our tailored
logistics solutions are designed
to minimize downtime and en-
sure seamless operations. With
our extensive regional expertise
and global reach, strong regula-
tory compliance, and commit-
ment to innovation and artificial
intelligence technology, we are
ready to meet the dynamic
needs of the aviation sector in
these growing markets.”

The expansion announce-
ment follows Al-Futtaim Logis-

tics’ successful participation at
the MRO Middle East event,
where the company showcased
its aerospace logistics solutions
to the aviation industry. Addi-
tionally, Al-Futtaim Logistics
hosted an exclusive ‘Aerospace
Customer Meet’ on the side-
lines of the event, further rein-
forcing its commitment to
supporting the region’s aviation
sector.  

Al-Futtaim’s Aerospace Lo-
gistics division is dedicated to
providing tailored solutions for a
broad spectrum of clients, in-
cluding Airlines, Maintenance,
Repair & Overhaul (MRO) oper-
ators, Original Equipment Man-
ufacturers (OEMs), Private Jet
operators, Parts Suppliers, and

Airports Services. With a focus
on efficiency and reliability, the
company offers time-critical
movements, air-side deliveries
at major airports, multiple car-
rier options, 24/7 Aircraft on
Ground (AOG) desk operations,
and comprehensive freight and
local services visibility to MRO
operations. 

As an Authorised Economic
Operator accredited by the UAE
Federal Customs Authority and
Dubai Customs, Al-Futtaim Lo-
gistics upholds the highest
global compliance standards set
by the World Customs Organi-
zation (WCO), Aviation Suppli-
ers Association (ASA-100) and
International Standards Organi-
sation (ISO) practices.

Al-Futtaim Logistics expands into Oman

The dry port is the central component
of the Economic Zone at Al Dhahira
(EZAD), located near the Omani-Saudi
border ( Rub' al Khali)

This expansion into
Saudi Arabia and
Oman marks a signif-
icant milestone for
Al-Futtaim Logistics’
regional growth 
DR RAMAN KUMAR

London, UK - Oil prices saw a
modest increase on Monday,
fueled by expectations that
the US Federal Reserve (Fed)
will implement two rate cuts
this year, and US President
Donald Trump's announce-
ment of 'great' reciprocal tar-
iffs, while the potential for a
peace agreement between
Russia and Ukraine limits fur-
ther price gains.

The international bench-
mark Brent crude rose by
0.2%, trading at
$74.54 per barrel
at 0744 GMT,
up from
$74.40 at the
close of the
previous ses-
sion. The US
b e n c h m a r k
West Texas In-
termediate (WTI)
increased by 0.1%,
reaching $70.67 per barrel,
compared to its prior session
close of $70.56.

Expectations are growing
that the Fed might implement
two interest rate cuts
throughout the year. Experts
suggest these cuts could drive
oil prices higher, supported by
a weaker dollar and a boost in
economic activity.

The depreciation of the US
dollar is expected to make oil
more affordable for buyers
using other currencies. Mean-
while, interest rate cuts aimed
at supporting economic
growth could drive higher de-
mand in oil-dependent sec-
tors, including industrial
production and transporta-
tion.

Moreover, US President
Donald Trump's directive last

week for trade and economic
officials to develop 'reciprocal
tariffs' targeting countries that
impose tariffs on US goods
continues to heighten the risk
of a global trade war.

These measures could
complicate the fight against
inflation in the US, while the
country's trading partners
might experience production
challenges due to additional
tariffs.

Experts warn that
widespread tariffs

could have a
l o n g - t e r m

n e g a t i v e
impact on
g l o b a l
g r o w t h ,
potentially

triggering a
trade war

that reignites
inflation, which

could, in turn, push oil prices
higher.

On the other hand, the po-
tential for a peace agreement
between Russia and Ukraine
continues to cap price in-
crease.

In a phone conversation
last Wednesday, Trump and
Russian President Vladimir
Putin agreed to arrange talks
on a resolution to the
Ukrainian conflict as soon as
possible. Trump made ending
the Moscow-Kyiv war a key
component of his presidential
election campaign.

As efforts to bring an end
to the war continue, market
players are becoming less
worried about supply disrup-
tions, which is putting down-
ward pressure on oil prices.
Anadolu Agency

Oil prices rise 
amid hopes of 
Russia-Ukraine
peace talks



Oman Air has recorded its
highest ever seat occu-
pancy, achieving a record
88% total load factor in Jan-
uary this year, reflecting the
percentage of available
seats filled with passengers
and demonstrating how ef-
ficiently the airline has
utilised its capacity.

Of the 41 destinations
Oman Air flew to last month,
several achieved load factors
as high as 95%. The airline
has surged ahead of the
global average, which was
83.5% for 2024, according
to the latest numbers from
the International Air Trans-
port Association (IATA). 

An impressive 77% oc-
cupancy was also achieved
for its Business Class seats.
Simultaneously, the airline is
also growing its point-to-
point market share to attract
more tourists into Oman
and contribute to the coun-
try’s economic goals.

“We’re extremely proud
of this record load factor,
which reflects the strength
of our network and shows
that the changes we have
made to the business are
starting to come to fruition,”
said Con Korfiatis, Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of Oman Air,
adding: “As we look towards
the summer season, we can
see a strong booking mo-
mentum and we continue to
focus on sustaining this
growth.”
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MoH opens latent tuberculosis
screening and treatment project
The Ministry of Health (MoH),
represented by the Center for
Disease Control and Prevention,
celebrated on Sunday the official
launch of the Latent Tuberculosis
Screening and Treatment Project
as part of the Medical Fitness
Screening Programme in Oman,
under the title ‘Oman Provides
an Opportunity to End Tubercu-
losis’ at the InterCity Hotel in Al
Khuwair. 

The event was held under the
auspices of H E Dr Said bin Harib
al Lamki, Undersecretary for
Health Affairs in MoH, with the
attendance of Suleiman bin Saleh
al Dakhil, the Director-General of
the GCC Health Council.

H E Dr Lamki, reviewed the
progress of the project and its
achievements, such as expand-
ing universal health coverage in
Oman and the strategy to elimi-
nate tuberculosis. He also high-
lighted future plans to expand
the programme.

On his part, Suleiman al
Dakhil presented a detailed
overview of the ‘Wafid’ pro-
gramme, highlighting its concept,
objectives, key stakeholders, the
programme’s online portal, and
electronic connectivity with Gulf
Cooperation Council countries,
among other aspects.

Dr Amal al Maani, Director-
General of the Center for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention in
the ministry, emphasised that
the project was the result of a
comprehensive study of the epi-
demiological situation of tuber-
culosis in Oman. 

She revealed that most active
tuberculosis cases are imported,
primarily coming through mi-
grant workers. Therefore, this
project is a response to enhance
health security in Oman and ex-
pand the scope of preventive
healthcare to ensure the well-
being of the community in all its
segments. 

Dr Amal indicated that this
project not only reflects a new
step in the fight against tubercu-
losis but also represents a living
example of effective partnership
between the public and private
sectors. It embodies cooperation
between government authori-
ties, the private sector, and inter-
national organisations, not only
within Oman but also at the re-
gional and international levels, to

achieve public health goals and
tackle infectious diseases
through the implementation of
digital health systems. 

The project contributes to im-
proving diagnosis and treatment,
increasing universal health cov-
erage to make it more effective
and inclusive. These systems en-
able the accurate and rapid
tracking of health cases, helping
to reduce the spread of the dis-
ease and ensure early treatment.

Eliminating tuberculosis is one
of the most prominent global
public health projects and a key

goal of sustainable development.
The program aligns with the ob-
jectives of Oman Vision 2040,
which aims to strengthen a pre-
ventive healthcare system to
build a healthy society. 

The project was implemented
by Qiagen; it is an integrated
electronic system that connects
various sectors within and out-
side the Ministry of Health to
achieve integration between
them and enhance efficiency and
speed in executing procedures.
This includes partnerships with
the private sector for verifying

the identity of migrants using fin-
gerprinting and photographs, as
well as collecting blood samples
and transporting them to gov-
ernment laboratories.

The system also directly links
laboratory-testing devices to
both private and public screening
centers for various infectious dis-
eases, including tuberculosis, to
ensure accurate and rapid diag-
nosis and governance. In addi-
tion, it integrates with relevant
external entities, both within
Oman and abroad, to ensure the
accuracy of data, such as the

electronic portal of Sand Centers,
the Ministry of Commerce, In-
dustry, and Investment Promo-
tion, the Ministry of Transport,
Communications, and Informa-
tion Technology for electronic
authentication, and the Royal
Oman Police for residency verifi-
cation.

Furthermore, the devices
were externally connected to the
Medical Wafid System of the
Gulf Cooperation Council to en-
sure alignment of tuberculosis
screening and treatment policies
between the GCC countries and
to enhance health monitoring of
migrants.

To ensure its success, the
‘IGRA’ test was adopted in this
programme for diagnosing latent
tuberculosis. 

H E Dr Said bin Harib al Lamki reviewed the progress of the pro-
ject and its achievements, such as expanding universal health
coverage in Oman and the strategy to eliminate tuberculosis

Oman Air
records 
highest seat
occupancy 
at 88%

Muscat governorate conducts
workshop on Tajawob Platform
Within its continuous efforts to
enhance services and the benefi-
ciaries’ experience, Muscat gov-
ernorate, in cooperation with the
Oman Vision 2040 Implementa-
tion Follow-up Unit, conducted a
workshop on the National Plat-
form for Suggestions, Complaints
and Reports (Tajawob). 

The Central Team that man-
ages the platform and its mem-
bers from both internal and
external to the governorate at-
tended it. 

The workshop aimed to intro-
duce the team to the platform
purposes and managing com-
plaints, reports, and suggestions
in its multiple channels, including
its website, call centres, and cus-
tomer services departments. It
also affirms that activating the
role of these departments ac-
cording to the requirements of

government excellence and in-
volving beneficiaries to develop
services is important. 

Tajawob in the governorate
will be a unified national elec-
tronic portal to receive sugges-
tions and complaints. The
Governorate and other institu-
tions will gain more accurate in-
formation on the efficiency of

services request methods, mon-
itor performance in responding
to these requests, and plan to
take the appropriate decisions to
improve the efficiency of both
the methods and the services.  

Beneficiaries can access the
platform through tajawob.om
and log in using the ID number
and card expiry date, and then

input the OTP verification code
that is sent to the registered
phone number. 

After requesting, the Central
Team will refer the topic to the
relevant entity within one hour,
and the entity must respond
within a maximum of five work-
ing days. If the beneficiary has
not received the required re-
sponse, he or she can escalate it
directly to the head of the rele-
vant unit. Thus, it ensures effec-
tive follow-up to solve
complaints and suggestions.  

This workshop aims to
achieve the objectives of Oman
Vision 2040, 2040, to enhance
transparency and responsibility
in government work, quality gov-
ernment services, and boost par-
ticipation of the community in
development, and increase
transparency and accountability.

Oman takes part in Gulfood 2025 to
promote investment in food industry
The Sultanate of Oman, repre-
sented by the Public Establish-
ment for Industrial Estates
‘Madayn’, is participating in the
30th edition of Gulfood, one of
the world’s largest annual food
and beverage sourcing events. 

Gulfood 2025 is taking place
from February 17 to 21, at the
Dubai World Trade Centre in the
UAE, with over 129 countries
joining the exhibition.

Khalid al Salehi, Director Gen-
eral of Marketing and Commer-
cial Affairs at Madayn,
highlighted Madayn’s strategic
focus in Gulfood 2025 on at-
tracting and localising foreign in-
vestments in Oman’s thriving
food sector. “On the sidelines of
Gulfood 2025, Madayn is organ-

ising an event targeting CEOs, in-
vestors, and industrialists inter-
ested in expanding their
businesses or launching new
projects in the sultanate’s food
sector,” stated Salehi. “The event
will showcase the diverse oppor-

tunities available in the food sec-
tor within Madayn’s industrial
cities across all governorates,
while a discussion session will
bring together Omani and inter-
national experts to spotlight
strategies for food security, re-

silience, and innovation in sus-
tainable food solutions.” 

On another note, and as part
of its efforts to support Omani
entrepreneurs and SMEs, Ma-
dayn has coordinated with the
SMEs Development Authority to
provide a dedicated space for
non-exhibiting Omani en-
trepreneurs to connect and meet
with investors and business lead-
ers attending the event. 

Additionally, Madayn has
provided a platform for a number
of entrepreneurs who graduated
from the ‘Industrial Innovation
Specialist’ programme in the
Food and Beverage (F&B) indus-
try, implemented by the Indus-
trial Innovation Academy in Sur
and Raysut Industrial Cities.
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Nepal’s foreign minister wants
maritime ties for Global South
Dr Arzu Rana Deuba, Nepal’s
Minister for Foreign Affairs, on
Monday addressed the plenary
of the 8th Indian Ocean Confer-
ence titled ‘Amplifying the Voice
of Global South’.

The conference, which began
in Muscat on February 16 under
the theme of ‘Voyage to New
Horizons of Maritime Partner-
ship’ will continue till Tuesday. 

The Nepalese Foreign Minis-
ter while raising the concerns
being faced by the countries in
the Global South highlighted the
importance of maritime partner-
ship in today’s interconnected
world. 

She underscored the need for
strong commitment to incorpo-
rating the voice of the countries
in Global South as they play a key
role in creating just, fair, equi-
table, and rules-based interna-
tional order.  

She also recalled the ‘Summit
of the Future’ being held in New
York during the 79th session of
the United Nations General As-
sembly as a guiding post for ad-
dressing the concerns of the

Global South. 
The minister maintained that

the roadmap for the future has
been built with the adoption of
‘Pact for the Future’, ‘Global Dig-
ital Compact,’ and ‘Declaration
on Future Generations’. Shedding
light on the importance of South-
South and Triangular coopera-
tion, she stressed on shared
vision and united action for
progress. She expressed Nepal’s
steadfast commitment towards

expanding the ‘New Horizons’. 
The Nepalese minister called

for stronger South-South Coop-
eration, regional integration and
mutual learning, equitable ac-
cess to finance, reform of the
global governance and financial
architecture, fulfillment of com-
mitment by developed countries
in development financing, equi-
table sharing of natural re-
sources, improving connectivity
and transfer of knowledge, skill

and technologies.  
Anchoring climate change as

one of the top priorities, the Min-
ister shared the information that
the Government of Nepal is
hosting ‘Sagarmatha Sambaad’ -
a global dialogue forum on 16-18
May 16-18 this year in Kath-
mandu with the theme of ‘Cli-
mate change, mountains and the
future of humanity’. She invited
all the high-level dignitaries pre-
sent in the Conference to partic-

ipate in the Sambaad.  
The Nepalese Foreign Minis-

ter held bilateral meeting with
India’s External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar, during which Arzu
highlighted the multi-dynamic
and ever-growing bilateral rela-
tions between Nepal and India. 

India’s Jaishanker under-
scored the importance of the on-
going development partnerships
between the two friendly na-
tions. 

SQU hosts summit on
sustainable growth,
digital transformation

Ras Al Hamra Golf Club is set
to host a Charity Golf Scramble
on February 21 in support of the
Positive Vision Association
(PVA), an Omani non-govern-
mental organisation dedicated
to raising awareness about
HIV/AIDS, substance abuse,
and community health support.

The event aims to unite golf
enthusiasts, corporate spon-
sors and the broader commu-
nity to promote awareness,
reduce stigma, and provide es-
sential support to individuals
and families affected by
HIV/AIDS and substance use.

Participants will engage in a
golf tournament, raffle draws,
live entertainment, and a din-
ner gathering open to families
and supporters.

Nashia Nasib, president of
the Positive Vision Association,
stated, “Our mission is rooted
in compassion, and we are here
to embrace those who are
most affected. This event is
more than just a tournament; it
is an opportunity to champion
awareness, advocacy, and
change within our community.”

The event is made possible
through the generous sponsor-
ship of Renaissance Services as
the title sponsor, Special Tech-
nical Services (STS) as the gold
sponsor, MASIN Projects and
Dolphin Village as the silver
sponsor, and Al Busaidy, Man-
soor Jamal & Co. (AMJ), Tow-
ell Group, Oman Shapoorji LLC
as bronze sponsors. 

These organisations play a

significant role in supporting
community-driven initiatives
aligned with their CSR commit-
ments.

Established on July 27,
2023, by Ministerial Decision
177/2023, Positive Vision As-
sociation is committed to en-
hancing public awareness of
HIV/AIDS, drug addiction, and
psychotropic substance abuse
while promoting social inclu-
sion and reducing stigma and
discrimination. 

Last year, PVA collaborated
with key partners such as Al
Jisr Foundation to support the
peer education programme,
Omantel for the establishment
of a national hotline, Dar Al At-
ta’a to financially support peo-
ple living with HIV.

Omantel officially launched
Maqroo, the world’s first Arabic
dyslexic-friendly font, in an ex-
clusive event held at The Chedi
Muscat. The launch was at-
tended by H E Dr Madiha bint
Ahmed bin Nasser al Shibaniyah,
Minister of Education, along with
prominent officials, educators,
and industry experts.

As part of its commitment to
leveraging technology for social
benefit, Omantel is collaborating
with the Ministry of Education to
explore ways to integrate
Maqroo into the education sec-
tor, an initiative that aims to en-
hance accessibility and inclusivity
for both students and educators.

Commenting on the launch,

Talal al Mamari, Chief Executive
Officer at Omantel, said: “At
Omantel, we recognise the
transformative potential of inno-
vation. Maqroo is more than just
a font - it serves as an empower-
ing tool , offering a more inclu-
sive reading experience for
individuals with dyslexia. 

“By making it publicly acces-
sible and collaborating with the
Ministry of Education, we are en-
suring that this initiative reaches
students and educators nation-
wide, thus broadening its impact
and promoting inclusivity within
the educational system.”

Maqroo was developed after
an extensive study of 650 Arabic
fonts researched on people with

dyslexia. One in every nine peo-
ple in the Arab world has
dyslexia, highlighting the impor-
tance of developing specialised
educational and technological
tools to enhance the ability to
learn and actively participate in
society. The goal was to optimise
readability while preserving the
aesthetic integrity of the Arabic
script. By improving letter differ-
entiation and spacing, the font
assists dyslexic individuals in
reading with greater ease and
confidence.

Maqroo is globally available to
educational institutions, design-
ers, and organisations looking to
adopt more inclusive communi-
cation tools.

Ras Al Hamra Golf Club to host
charity golf for Positive Vision

Under the patronage of H E Dr
Said bin Mohammed al Saqri,
Minister of Economy, the College
of Economics and Political Sci-
ences at SQU, in collaboration
with the Oman Vision 2040 Im-
plementation Follow-Up Office,
is organising the 3rd Interna-
tional Conference on Business
and Economics. 

The two-day event
began at The St
Regis Al Mouj
Muscat Resort on
Monday, under
the theme ‘Driv-
ing Digital Trans-
formation and
Connectivity for Sus-
tainable Growth’.

This conference aims to
bridge the gap between
academia and industry by foster-
ing collaborative links between
scientific research and business.
It provides an excellent platform
for identifying new research
areas, facilitating partnerships,
and offering valuable networking
opportunities across various
business sectors.

Key discussions will centre on

digital transformation and its im-
pact on the economic cycle, the
role of emerging technology en-
terprises in building an innova-
tion-driven economy, the
significance of global partner-
ships in achieving sustainable
development, and strategies for
economic diversification within

the framework of Oman Vi-
sion 2040.

The conference
will bring together
officials, execu-
tives, en-
t r e p r e n e u r s ,

economic re-
searchers, and

business leaders,
alongside distinguished in-

ternational speakers. The pro-
gramme will include panel
discussions and presentations,
featuring real-world case studies
on building technology enter-
prises and their integration into
global markets.

Around 50 research papers
will be presented, addressing key
challenges and opportunities in
entrepreneurship and the digital
economy. 

Omantel unveils Maqroo, first
Arabic dyslexic-friendly font
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Earthquake jolts Delhi-NCR out of sleep
New Delhi - An earthquake
measuring 4.0 on the Richter
scale hit Delhi-NCR (national
capital region) early on Monday
at a depth of 5km, according to
the National Centre for Seismol-
ogy (NCS). 

The strong tremors were felt
at   5:36am. The sudden jolts
prompted residents to rush out
of their homes in panic.

“Earthquake of Magni-
tude:4.0, Occurred on 17-02-
24, 5:36 AM   IST, Lat:  28.59°N
& Long :77.16°E, Depth: 5 Km,
Location: 9km E of New Delhi,”
NCS posted on X.

Later, Union Minister Jitendra
Singh said that authorities and
professional experts were keep-
ing a close watch and monitor-
ing situations in New Delhi.

He also appealed people to
stay calm and exercise precau-
tions and preparedness for all
possible aftershocks.

Taking to social media X, the
Union Minister wrote in a post
“Following the Earthquake
tremors felt this morning in and
around Delhi at about 5:36am,
the authorities are keeping a
close watch and professional
experts as well officials in the
Ministry of Earth Sciences
(MoES) are constantly monitor-

ing. However, it is advised to
stay calm and, exercise safety
precautions and preparedness
for possible aftershocks, if any.”

The Union Minister also said
that regular updates were being

shared by the departments
through different communica-
tion channels and social media
channels. Meanwhile, a 20-25-
year-old tree was uprooted at
the Jheel Park in Dhaula Kuan,

the epicentre of the earthquake.
Caretaker Mahaveer told

ANI: “I reported for duty at 9am
today when I saw the uprooted
tree. This is a 20-25-year-old
tree. This must have happened

due to the earthquake because
there was nothing like wind or
thunderstorms or anything here.
Workers said that when they
had a round at the park after the
earthquake, they found the tree

uprooted.”
Another Caretaker of Jheel

Park Janki Devi said: “We did
not find any other damage but
just an uprooted tree...The
earthquake was felt around
5.30am; there were very strong
tremors. Then it was found that
the tree was uprooted due to
that...”

Director of the NCS, Dr O P
Mishra, on Monday, assured
residents of the national capital
that there is nothing to worry
about as aftershocks of lesser
magnitude are ‘natural’ and will
heal by the earthquake of mag-
nitude 4.0 that had struck Delhi
early on Monday.

Speaking to ANI, Mishra
stated the epicentre of the
earthquake was in Dhaula Kuan,
which falls under a seismic zone.

“Delhi has been experiencing
minor earthquakes. This earth-
quake occurred in Dhaula Kuan.
In 2007, an earthquake of 4.7

magnitude had occurred there.
There is nothing to worry about.
It is a seismic zone there,”
Mishra said.

Elaborating on the cause of
the earthquake, the NCS Direc-
tor said: “The earthquake oc-
curred due to in-situ material
heterogeneity... After 4.0 mag-
nitude, the aftershock will be
less by 1.2 magnitudes; it is nat-
ural as it will heal it.”

Hours after the earthquake
hit Delhi, tremors were felt in
Bihar at around 8.02am on
Monday, and it originated from
just 10km under the Earth’s sur-
face. No casualties or damage
have been reported so far.

Mishra, however, clarified
that the earthquakes in Delhi
and Bihar are unrelated, as such
occurrences ‘depend on the rock
shearing strength, which is dif-
ferent for both these states’.

“People need to take precau-
tions, as earthquakes do not kill
people. It is the structures that
kill people... Delhi has always
been safe during such instances
of shallow earthquakes; the
structures that are built these
days are very obstructive and
attenuate the seismic waves,”
he added.
ANI

Seoul, South Korea - North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un
has announced a plan to ex-
pand the capital Pyongyang
and renovate its dilapidated
suburbs, state media reported
on Monday.

Kim unveiled the plan at a
groundbreaking ceremony on
Sunday for the construction of
10,000 flats in Pyongyang’s
Hwasong area, the state-run
Korean Central News Agency
(KCNA) reported.

It is part of his broader five-
year development plan an-
nounced in 2021 to build
50,000 housing units in the
capital.

Kim said his government
will follow a construction plan

to expand the capital east-
ward toward Kangdong
County - a suburban county in
eastern Pyongyang - after
completing the Hwasong con-
struction project.

The proposed plan includes
the construction of a cluster of
science research centres,
schools and modern housing
in Hwasong and nearby areas.

It also envisages the estab-
lishment of another science
and culture district within the
city, while dilapidated regions
in and around the capital area
will be refurbished.

The construction plan will
be presented at a meeting of
the Workers’ Party of Korea
next year.

North Korea’s leader unveils
plan to expand Pyongyang

A 20-25-year-old tree at Jheel Park is seen uprooted following an earthquake of 4.0-magnitude, in New Delhi on Monday (ANI)

Hours after the earthquake hit Delhi,
tremors were felt in Bihar at around
8.02am on Monday, and it originated from
just 10km under the Earth’s surface

Places of Worship Act: SC adjourns hearing
New Delhi - The Supreme Court
on Monday adjourned the hear-
ing of pleas filed challenging the
validity Places of Worship (Spe-
cial Provisions) Act 1991, which
preserves the character of reli-
gious places as they existed on
August 15, 1947.

A bench of Chief Justice of
India Sanjiv Khanna and Justice
P V Sanjay Kumar told the advo-
cates appearing in the case that
it is a three-judge bench matter
whereas the sitting bench was a
two-judge combination so it
would be heard some other day.

The CJI also took exception
to many intervention applica-
tions being filed in the case and
said there should be a limit to
such applications. 

“We will not take up the
Places of Worship Act matter
today. It is a three-judges mat-
ter. Too many petitions filed. List
sometime in March. There is a
limit to interventions being
filed,” said the CJI.

Indian National Congress
Party, CPI(ML), All India Majlis-
e - I t t e h a d - u l - M u s l i m e e n
(AIMIM) head Asaduddin
Owaisi, Jamiat Ulama-I-Hind,
India Muslim Personal Law
Board, Committee of Manage-
ment Anjuman Intezamia

Masjid which manages the
mosque in the Gyanvapi com-
plex, Shahi Idgah mosque com-
mittee of Mathura - among
others filed applications in the
top court against the petitions
challenging the validity of cer-
tain provisions of a 1991 law.

They challenged the petitions
filed by some Hindu petitioners
saying that entertaining the
pleas against the Act will open
floodgates of litigations against
countless mosques across India.
Filing intervention application in
the case they sought dismissal
of pleas challenging the Places
of Worship Act. 

The apex court is seized of
several petitions pertaining to
challenge to the Act and strict
implementation of the Act. Peti-
tions had challenged the consti-
tutional validity of Sections 2, 3,
4 of the Places of Worship (Spe-
cial Provisions) Act 1991, which
it said violates the principles of
secularism and the rule of law,
which is an integral part of the

Preamble and the basic struc-
ture of the Constitution. 

The sections violated several
fundamental rights including the
right to equality and freedom to
practice religion, said the pleas.

The Places of Worship Act
prohibits altering the religious
nature of any place of worship
and imposes strict penalties for
violations. On December 12, the
top court restrained all courts
across the country from passing
any effective interim or final
order including orders of survey
in pending suits against existing
religious structures.

It also ordered that no fresh
suits be registered over such
claims while the court is hearing
pleas challenging the Places of
Worship (Special Provisions)
Act, 1991.

Daughter of the Kashi Royal
Family, Maharaja Kumari Kr-
ishna Priya; BJP leader Subrama-
nian Swamy; Chintamani
Malviya, former Member of Par-
liament; Anil Kabotra, a retired
army officer; advocates Chandra
Shekhar; Rudra Vikram Singh,
resident of Varanasi and Swami
Jeetendranand Saraswati, a reli-
gious leader among others have
filed the pleas in the apex court
against the 1991 Act.

Munich, Germany - Japan has
raised concerns over the deep-
ening military cooperation be-
tween Russia and North Korea,
emphasising that security in Eu-
rope and Asia is ‘closely linked
and inseparable’.

In an interview with Anadolu,
Japanese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Toshihiro Kita-
mura warned that North Korea’s
reported decision to send troops
to Ukraine could further escalate
the ongoing conflict.

“The security of both conti-
nents is closely linked and insep-
arable. We are worried about the
military cooperation between
Russia and the DPRK,” Kitamura
said, referring to the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea,
North Korea’s official name.

“By sending troops from
North Korea to Ukraine, that may

lead to a deterioration of the sit-
uation in Ukraine,” he added. Ki-
tamura also voiced concern over
the exchange of military technol-
ogy between the two nations.

While Russia has been using
weapons and ammunition sup-
plied by North Korea, Japan fears
that Moscow may reciprocate by
providing Pyongyang with ad-
vanced technology that could
potentially aid its nuclear and
missile programmes.

“We are worried about this
kind of cooperation between the
two countries,” he said.

Kitamura noted that Japan
has been actively strengthening
its security partnerships beyond
its immediate region, deepening
cooperation with Western coun-
tries and NATO allies. He high-
lighted the Individually Tailored
Partnership Program (ITPP) with
NATO, which was adopted two
years ago to enhance collabora-

tion in key areas such as cyber-
security.

“We believe that the security
of the North Atlantic and Europe
and the security of Asia are in-
separable. That is why we try to
cooperate with Europe and other
members of the international
community in order to address
these Ukrainian issues,” he said.

He further stressed the im-
portance of NATO as a key part-
ner for Japan, emphasising their

shared commitment to democ-
racy and freedom.

“Just this month, we held a
Japan-NATO conference on
strategic communications in
Tokyo,” he noted.

Also, at the recent NATO
Summit in Washington, Japan
reaffirmed its participation in the
Indo-Pacific Four (IP4), a group
comprising Japan, Australia,
South Korea, and New Zealand,
he added.

Since Japan views regional se-
curity as interconnected, Kita-
mura reiterated that it will
continue working alongside G7
countries and other allies to sup-
port Ukraine.

“The most important thing is
to stop the fighting on the ground
and establish peace and stability
in Ukraine,” he said.
Anadolu Agency

New Delhi - The Central Board
of Secondary Education (CBSE)
on Monday denied allegations
of paper leaks in the ongoing
Class 10 and 12 board examina-
tions, calling them ‘baseless’
and an attempt to create panic
among students and parents.

The CBSE board exams
began on Saturday with over 42
lakh students appearing at more
than 7,800 centres across India
and abroad. According to board
officials, a total of 24.12 lakh
Class 10 students are taking
exams in 84 subjects, while
over 17.88 lakh Class 12 stu-
dents are appearing for exams

across 120 subjects.
In an official statement, CBSE

said: “It has come to the Board’s
attention that certain unscrupu-
lous elements are spreading ru-
mours on YouTube, Facebook,
X (formerly Twitter), and other
social media platforms regard-
ing paper leaks or claiming ac-
cess to the 2025 examination
question papers. These claims
are baseless and are intended to
create unnecessary panic.”

The Board assured that it has
implemented strict measures to
ensure a smooth and fair exam-
ination process. It also warned
against engaging with such mis-

information, stating: “Students
found involved in such activities
will face consequences under
CBSE’s Unfair Means rules and
relevant sections of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC).”

CBSE is closely monitoring
the situation and working with
law enforcement agencies to
take action against those re-
sponsible for spreading false in-
formation. “CBSE will pursue
legal action against anyone
found responsible for spreading
misinformation to uphold the
integrity of the examination
process,” the statement added.
ANI

CBSE rejects ‘paper leak’

Japan warns of growing Russia-N Korea military ties

Students are seen at the examination centre after appearing for CBSE Class 12th exams, in Prayagraj (ANI) 

The CJI also took
exception to many
intervention 
applications being
filed in the case
and said there
should be a limit to
such applications

The security of both continents is closely
linked and inseparable. We are worried
about the military cooperation between
Russia and the DPRK... sending troops
from N Korea to Ukraine may lead to a
deterioration of the situation in Ukraine
TOSHIHIRO KITAMURA 



08      MUSCAT DAILY   TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2025

WORLD

German election: Candidates spar
on economy, Ukraine war, Vance
Berlin, Germany - Germany’s
four main chancellor candidates
debated each other live on tele-
vision on Sunday, one week be-
fore voters go to the polls. It is
the first time that German voters
will see four candidates on the
debate stage.

The snap federal election was
called for February 23 after the
current coalition government
collapsed in November last year.

With just seven days to go,
the right-wing opposition parties
are leading the polls - Friedrich
Merz’s conservative Christian
Democrats (CDU) at around
30% and Alice Weidel’s far-right
Alternative for Germany (AfD)
at around 20%.

Incumbent Chancellor Olaf
Scholz’s centre-left Social
Democrats (SPD) are currently
polling in third place with 15%,
while their coalition partners,
Vice-Chancellor Robert
Habeck’s Green Party, are com-
ing in fourth with just over 13%.

During the debate, the candi-
dates discussed their plans for
the German economy and how
they view Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine. Merz and Scholz criti-
cised US Vice President J D
Vance for interfering in German
politics after his speech at the
Munich Security Conference on
Saturday, whereas Weidel, who
met with the US vice president at
the sidelines of the event, called
for good relations with the
Trump administration. 

Illegal migration was also a

major topic discussed during the
TV showdown. The debate
began at 20:15 local time and fin-
ished two hours later.

Closing statements:
Scholz and Weidel
The order in which the candi-

dates give their closing state-
ments was determined by lottery,
and began with incumbent Chan-
cellor Olaf Scholz (SPD) and
Alice Weidel of the far-right AfD.

Scholz (SPD): “I think this de-
bate has shown the SPD and the
incumbent chancellor ought to

continue into a second term. It’s
about war and peace, security in
Europe and the finances needed
to achieve that without cutting
into pensions, health care or in-
frastructure. We must encour-
age investment in Germany and
ensure that the country remains
together with a higher minimum
wage and a fairer tax system
which demands more from those
who earn more.”

Weidel (AfD): “We want to
make Germany wealthy and se-
cure again. We will stop illegal
immigration by securing our bor-
ders and by the deportation of

those here illegally or who com-
mit crimes. The CDU, by the way,
has also prevented this for years.
We have the highest energy
prices in the world, which we will
also change with the help of new
technologies: reliable nuclear
power, coal, gas and also renew-
able energies - but without gigan-
tic subsidies which harm our
country and its tax payers. Vote
for the AfD for real political
change.”

Habeck and Merz
Habeck (Greens): “The situation
is too serious and the pressure

on Germany too great for elec-
toral arguments. Ladies and gen-
tleman, I’m 55 years old and
have lived in a country where se-
curity and prosperity seemed
guaranteed. This guarantee is no
longer so solid. After the election,
we have to work together politi-
cally to find solutions together. I
therefore request that I may con-
tinue to serve Germany, so that
my children and your children
may enjoy the same possibilities
that we had in the past.”

Merz (CDU): “After February
23 comes February 24 and we
will have to solve problems.

These include irregular migration
and economic stagnation. I want
to lead a government which
stops arguing with itself, a gov-
ernment which is engaged in Eu-
rope and ensure that Germany’s
voice is heard. That can only
happen if we’re economically
strong, when young businesses
have a future, when we have a
better education policy, when
our country has a stronger voice.
That’s what I stand for - and ab-
solutely not with the AfD. If you
want change, then you’ll get that
with the CDU.”
DW

Washington, D.C., US - US Pres-
ident Donald Trump said on Sun-
day that his expected meeting
with his Russian counterpart
Vladimir Putin in Saudi Arabia
‘could be very soon’.

“It could be very soon. It’ll be
soon,” Trump told reporters.

He said Putin wants to end the
Russia-Ukraine war.

“I think he wants to stop fight-
ing. I see that. We spoke long and
hard,” Trump said.

Trump said Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelensky also
wants to end the war.

“We’re moving along. We’re
trying to get a peace with Russia-
Ukraine, and we’re working very
hard on it. It’s a war that should
have never started,” he stressed.

On February 12, Trump held
separate phone calls with Putin

and Zelensky in a bid to end the
Ukraine conflict.

‘Russia-US meeting 
on Tuesday’ 
Meanwhile, a Russian daily has
claimed that the Russia-US
meeting on Ukraine will take

place on Tuesday in Saudi Arabia,
while American media reported
that Kyiv was not invited to take
part in the gathering.

The Russian daily Kommersant
claimed on Sunday with a link to
its sources in the Kremlin that the
Russian official delegation will be

headed by Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov and the US nego-
tiation team by Secretary of State
Marco Rubio. The US team will
also reportedly include National
Security Adviser Mike Waltz and
Special Envoy for the Middle East
Steve Witkoff.

Meanwhile, American media
reported that the Ukrainian au-
thorities were either not invited
or unwilling to take part in the
meeting.

Last Wednesday, Russian
President Vladimir Putin and his
US counterpart Donald Trump
agreed in a phone talk to organise
contacts on the Ukrainian settle-
ment as soon as possible. Trump
made ending the ongoing
Moscow-Kyiv war a part of his
presidential election campaign.
Anadolu Agency

US President Donald Trump and his Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin 

Conservative Merz, the frontrunner, got heated with second-place far-right contender Weidel on the issue of Ukraine

London, UK - UK Prime Minister
Keir Starmer said on Sunday that
he is ‘ready and willing’ to deploy
British troops to Ukraine to en-
force a peace deal.

“I do not say that lightly. I feel
very deeply the responsibility
that comes with potentially
putting British servicemen and
women in harm’s way,” he wrote
in an article for The Telegraph.

“But any role in helping to
guarantee Ukraine’s security is
helping to guarantee the security
of our continent, and the security
of this country,” he added.

The end of the Ukraine war,
‘when it comes, cannot merely
become a temporary pause be-
fore (Russian President
Vladimir) Putin attacks again’,
Starmer said.

“But second, while European
nations must step up in this mo-
ment - and we will - US support
will remain critical and a US se-

curity guarantee is essential for a
lasting peace, because only the
US can deter Putin from attack-
ing again,” he added.

Starmer said he will be meet-
ing with US President Donald
Trump in the coming days and
collaborating with him, along
with all G7 countries, to secure
the ‘strong deal’ they need.

“We must be clear that peace
cannot come at any cost. Ukraine
must be at the table in these ne-

gotiations, because anything less
would accept Putin’s position
that Ukraine is not a real nation,”
he said.

Starmer added that Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky
and the Ukrainian people have
demonstrated remarkable ‘re-
silience’ and made immense
‘sacrifices’ in defence of their
nation.

“We cannot have another sit-
uation like Afghanistan, where
the US negotiated directly with
the Taliban and cut out the
Afghan government. I feel sure
that President Trump will want
to avoid this too.”

Starmer said that Ukraine’s
path to NATO membership is ‘ir-
reversible’, also emphasising that
European countries must in-
crease defence spending and
take on a ‘greater role’ within the
alliance.
Anadolu Agency

Donald Trump says his meeting
with Putin ‘could be very soon’

Kentucky, US - At least 10 people
have died, and hundreds of thou-
sands are without power as se-
vere storms and flash floods
wreaked havoc across the east-
ern US, with Kentucky suffering
some of the worst damage in re-
cent memory, press reports said
on Sunday.

“This is one of the most seri-
ous weather events we’ve dealt
with in at least a decade,” said
Kentucky Governor Andy
Beshear, after confirming that
nine of the fatalities were in Ken-
tucky, including a child, and one
in Georgia.

The storm unleashed heavy
rainfall, triggering flash floods,
mudslides, and road closures.

Emergency crews carried out
more than 1,000 rescues in Ken-
tucky alone, with 19 swift-water
teams deployed across multiple

counties. Noting that all 120
counties in the state have been
impacted, Beshear said two nurs-
ing homes had to be evacuated,
including one where 100 patients
were relocated by state police.

Among the victims were a
mother and her seven-year-old
child, who were swept away by
floodwaters in Hart County, Ken-
tucky, while trying to cross a
flooded roadway near Interstate
65, officials said.

The flooding has left nearly
40,000 Kentucky residents with-
out power, 9,800 without water,
and more than 26,000 under
boil-water advisories.

In addition to flooding, parts of
the state saw snowfall and icy
conditions, making travel even
more hazardous. In response to
the unfolding disaster, Beshear
declared a state of emergency

and requested federal assistance.

Trump approves
disaster declaration
US President Donald Trump ap-

proved the emergency disaster
declaration late on Saturday, un-
locking federal funds for rescue
and recovery efforts.

Other states across the South

and Northeast also reported sig-
nificant damage.

In Tennessee, residents of a
nursing home in Macon County
were evacuated as waters rose

dangerously close to the facility.
Tornadoes touched down in

Mississippi and Alabama, dam-
aging homes and infrastructure.

The severe weather brought
heavy snowfall to the Northeast,
with Burlington, Vermont, receiv-
ing 8.5 inches of snow, while
Boston recorded 5.4 inches.

Wind gusts reached up to
71mph (114kph) in Atlanta, where
a person died after a tree fell on
their home.

Virginia and West Virginia
also faced significant flooding,
prompting local officials to issue
evacuation orders.

“Multiple areas of the town
are currently experiencing flood-
ing, with the river expected to rise
even higher,” the Richlands Police
Department in Virginia said in a
statement, urging residents to
leave immediately.

The storms left more than
400,000 utility customers with-
out power across multiple states,
including Alabama, Georgia, Vir-
ginia, and North Carolina.

Forecasters warned of contin-
ued flood risks, with swollen
rivers likely to remain above crit-
ical levels in the coming days.

The National Weather Service
(NWS) extended a flash flood
emergency for several counties in
West Virginia and southwestern
Virginia, calling the situation ‘ex-
tremely dangerous and life-
threatening’.

As search-and-rescue efforts
continued, officials urged resi-
dents to remain vigilant.

“Stay home if you can,” the
Simpson County Office of Emer-
gency Management in Kentucky
advised.
Anadolu Agency

Deadly storms sweep through eastern US, leaving 10 dead along devastation

UK ready to send troops to Ukraine

With just seven days to go, the right-wing
opposition parties are leading the polls -
Friedrich Merz’s conservative Christian
Democrats (CDU) at around 30% and Alice
Weidel’s far-right AfD at around 20%

UK Prime Minister Keir Starmer 



Istanbul, Turkey - Saudi Arabia
will host a 5-way Arab meeting
on February 20 to discuss an
Egyptian proposal for rebuilding
the Gaza Strip without displacing
its Palestinian inhabitants, an
Arab League official said on
Monday.

The planned meeting will be
attended by Saudi Arabia, Egypt,
Jordan, Qatar and the United
Arab Emirates (UAE), Hossan
Zaki, the assistant secretary-gen-
eral of the Arab League, said in
televised statements.

“It is possible that Palestine
could be invited to the meeting to
discuss the general framework of
the (Egyptian) proposal that will
be presented to the Arab sum-

mit,” he added.
Egypt said early this month

that it will host an emergency
Arab summit on February 27 fol-
lowing a controversial proposal

by US President Donald Trump to
take over Gaza and resettle its
Palestinian inhabitants to develop
it into what he called ‘the Riviera
of the Middle East’. 

“These countries will meet this
time to coordinate regarding the
Egyptian ideas and proposals that
will be presented at the Arab

summit,” Zaki said.
Zaki noted that the planned

Arab summit could be postponed
for several days due to ‘logistical
reasons related to the schedules

of the leaders of the participating
countries’. “Egypt is keen on hav-
ing the largest number of leaders
attend to ensure the success of
the summit,” he added.

The summit aims to ‘formu-
late a cohesive, solid and strong
Arab position on the Palestinian
issue in general, reject the dis-

placement plan that was an Is-
raeli idea and adopted by the US
administration, and present a
general Arab proposal that coun-
ters this American proposal’, Zaki

said. On Sunday, Egyptian Presi-
dent Abdel Fattah al-Sisi con-
firmed that his country is
preparing a ‘comprehensive’ plan
to rebuild Gaza without displac-
ing Palestinians.

Trump’s plan for Palestinian
resettlement has been rejected
by the Arab world and many

other nations, who say it
amounts to ethnic cleansing.

The controversial idea came
amid the ceasefire agreement
that took effect in Gaza on Jan-
uary 19, halting Israel’s genocidal
war, which has killed nearly
48,300 Palestinians, most of
them women and children, and
left the enclave in ruins.

‘Constructive
outcomes’
Meanwhile, the Arab Interior
Ministers Council affirmed that
its latest meeting resulted in
‘constructive outcomes that will
positively impact the future of
joint Arab security efforts’.

In a statement following the

meeting held on Sunday in the
Tunisian capital Tunis, the coun-
cil said the 42nd session
achieved ‘several significant re-
sults that will contribute to en-
hancing joint Arab security
cooperation’. The session was at-
tended by several Arab interior
ministers, representatives from
regional and international organ-
isations, as well as high-ranking
security delegations, according to
the statement.

During the meeting, the minis-
ters discussed key security
threats facing the Arab region, in-
cluding terrorism, drug traffick-
ing, cybercrime, and illegal
migration, as well as other forms
of transnational organised crime.

Gaza City, Palestine - Palestinian
medics and rescue teams recov-
ered nine more bodies from the
rubble in the Gaza Strip, pushing
the overall death toll from Israel’s
genocidal war since October
2023 to 48,284, the Health Min-
istry said on Monday.

A ministry statement said that
the toll also included four Pales-
tinians killed by Israeli army fire
in the last 24 hours.

According to the ministry, 16
injured people were also admit-
ted to hospitals, taking the num-
ber of the injured to 111,709 in the
Israeli onslaught.

“Many victims are still
trapped under the rubble and on
the roads as rescuers are unable
to reach them,” the ministry said.

A ceasefire agreement has
been in place in Gaza since Jan-
uary 19, pausing the Israeli war
that has caused widespread de-
struction and left the Palestinian
enclave in ruins. Despite the

ceasefire, the Gaza local author-
ities reported almost daily cease-
fire violations by the Israeli army.

Meanwhile, the Gaza Media
Office, citing Israeli restrictions
on the entry of humanitarian
supplies, said on Sunday that the
number of aid trucks entering
Gaza over the past two days has
not exceeded 30% of the ex-
pected volume,.

Gaza received fewer than 180
trucks, far below the daily quota
of 600 set under a ceasefire

agreement between Israel and
the Palestinian group Hamas, ac-
cording to the office’s statement.

On Thursday, Ismail Al-
Thawabta, the head of the media
office, told Anadolu that Israel
continues to block essential hu-
manitarian aid in violation of the
ceasefire deal. The same day,
Hamas said that Egypt and Qatar
were working to resolve gaps in
the agreement and reaffirmed its
commitment to implementing
the deal, including a prisoner ex-

change, according to the agreed
timeline.

Palestinian officials have com-
plained that Israel is failing to
abide by the part of the agree-
ment to let in more humanitarian
aid. Hamas had suspended
hostage releases last Monday,
demanding that Israel first com-
ply with the humanitarian provi-
sions of the agreement.

On Saturday, Hamas’ military
wing, the Al-Qassam Brigades,
released three Israeli hostages as
part of the sixth prisoner ex-
change under the first phase of
the ceasefire deal, which took ef-
fect on January 19.

The agreement has faced vio-
lations in four key areas, accord-
ing to Hamas: targeted killings of
Palestinians, delays in returning
displaced civilians to northern
Gaza, the obstruction of essen-
tial relief supplies and restric-
tions on medical aid.
Anadolu Agency
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Geneva, Switzerland - The UN
and its partners on Monday
launched the 2025 humanitarian
and refugee response plans for
Sudan, appealing for a combined
US$6bn to assist nearly 26mn
people inside the country and in
the region.

In a joint statement, the UN
humanitarian office, OCHA, and
the UN refugee agency, UNHCR,
stressed that nearly two years of
conflict have fuelled a ‘catas-
trophic protection crisis’ and dis-
placed 12mn people in Sudan and
across borders.

Underlining that nearly two-
thirds of the population need
emergency aid, and the country
is facing famine conditions, they
said the refugees in ‘dire need’ ar-
rive in neighbouring countries
where local resources are already

stretched thin. 
“Sudan is a humanitarian

emergency of shocking propor-
tions,” OCHA chief Tom Fletcher
said in the release. “Famine is tak-
ing hold. An epidemic of sexual
violence rages. Children are being
killed and injured. The suffering is
appalling. But our plan is a lifeline
to millions.”

“We need to stop the fighting,

the funding to deliver for the Su-
danese people, and better access
by land, sea and air to those who
need help,” he said.

Filippo Grandi, the UN high
commissioner for refugees, for
his part, stressed that ‘the conse-
quences of this horrific and
senseless conflict spread far be-
yond Sudan’s borders’.

“Neighbouring countries have

shown great solidarity by wel-
coming refugees, even when
more are arriving every day. But
their resources are stretched -
essentials such as water, shelter
and health services are scarce -
and Sudan needs urgent sup-
port,” Grandi said.

“The international community
must step up and help, not just to
ensure that emergency aid and
life-saving protection can con-
tinue without disruption, but also
to end the violence and restore
peace to Sudan,” he added.

According to the UN, famine
conditions have been reported in
at least five locations in Sudan in-
cluding displacement camps in
Darfur and in the western Nuba
Mountains, and ‘catastrophic
hunger is expected to worsen by
May’.

Jerusalem - The Israeli army
intensified its attacks in
southern Lebanon on Mon-
day ahead of a February 18
deadline for withdrawing its
forces from the area.

Israeli forces pushed
deep into the center of Kfar-
chouba town, where
Lebanese army troops are
deployed, the Lebanese
state news agency NNA re-
ported. The Israeli army also
launched a combing opera-
tion in the town of Mahlat
al-Sawwan in southern
Lebanon, the broadcaster
said.

The Israeli operation
came one day after war-
planes struck sites where
the army claimed Hezbollah
activities were spotted.

Israel’s public broad-
caster KAN said the Israeli
attacks coincided with a
Sunday speech by Hezbol-
lah Secretary-General Naim
Qassem, who said that Is-
rael must fully withdraw
from Lebanon by February
18. Today, we are facing the
February 18 deadline, and
the occupation army must
fully withdraw from south-
ern Lebanon. It should have
no positions or presence
whatsoever,” Qassem said.

A fragile ceasefire has
been in place in Lebanon
since November 27 last
year, ending months of mu-
tual shelling between Israel
and Hezbollah.

Israel 
intensifies
attacks in
southern
Lebanon

Gazans find more bodies in rubble

Sudan: $6bn appeal launched to assist 26mn

Saudi to host Arab meeting on Feb
20 to discuss Gaza reconstruction

Ramallah, Palestine - The Is-
raeli army rounded up at least
25 more Palestinians in fresh
military raids in the occupied
West Bank, according to the
prisoners’ affairs groups on
Monday.

Minors and former prisoners
were among the detainees in
the raids that targeted several
areas in Hebron and Ramallah,
the Commission of Detainees’
Affairs and the Palestinian Pris-
oner Society said in a joint
statement. The arrests came
amid military raids by the Israeli
army that have killed at least 55
people and displaced thou-
sands in the northern West
Bank since January 21.

According to the statement,
at least 160 Palestinians were
arrested by Israeli forces in
Jenin and 130 others in Tulka-
rem in the northern West Bank
since last month. 

The new arrests brought the
number of Palestinians de-
tained by the Israeli army in the
West Bank since October 2023
to over 14,500, including those

who were released after being
arrested, according to Pales-
tinian figures.

The figure does not include
those arrested from the Gaza
Strip whose numbers are esti-
mated to be in the thousands.

Over the past few years, the
Israeli military has conducted
regular raids in the West Bank,
which have escalated with the
beginning of the war on Gaza
on October 7, 2023. Palestini-
ans have also been violently at-
tacked by illegal Israeli settlers.

At least 916 Palestinians
have since been killed and over
7,000 others injured by Israeli
army fire in the occupied terri-
tory, according to the Health
Ministry.

In July 2024, the Interna-
tional Court of Justice declared
Israel’s decades-long occupa-
tion of Palestinian land illegal
and demanded the evacuation
of all existing settlements in the
West Bank and East Jerusalem.

Meanwhile, the Israeli gov-
ernment issued a tender to
build nearly 1,000 settlement

units in the occupied West
Bank, an anti-settlement group
said on Monday. The Peace
Now group, an Israeli watchdog
that monitors settlement build-
ing in the West Bank, said 974
additional settler homes will be
built in Efrat settlement south
of Bethlehem city.

It warned that the construc-
tion of an entire neighbourhood
in the Efrat settlement ‘blocks
the development of the Bethle-
hem metropolis to the south,
and if Israel seeks to annex it to
Israel, it will cut off the entire
southern West Bank’.

The Israeli organisation ac-
cused Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu of harming Israel’s
interests and undermining the
two-state solution through im-
posing realities on the ground.

“While the people of Israel
sets their sights on the release
of the hostages and an end to
the war, the Netanyahu govern-
ment is operating ‘on steroids’
to establish facts on the ground
that will destroy the chance for
peace and compromise,” it said.

At least 25 Palestinians
arrested in West Bank

The planned meeting will be attended by Saudi Arabia,
Egypt, Jordan, Qatar and the UAE) and Hossan Zaki, the 
assistant secretary-general of the Arab League
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Kyiv, Ukraine – “Why did we Ko-
reans come to Ukraine? To work
in the countryside! The condi-
tions here are good for growing
vegetables,” said Olena Pak, a
resident of the rural
Shevchenkove settlement in
southern Ukraine.

Her parents, like those of her
husband Oleh, also an ethnic Ko-
rean, came to Ukraine from
Uzbekistan in the 1970s, when
both countries were part of the
Soviet Union. “They leased land
from the state, which they worked
on, while making plans. There
were many Korean farm work-
ers,” recalled Oleh Pak.

The Mykolaiv region, in south-
ern Ukraine, has been home to
one of the largest settlements of
ethnic Koreans in Ukraine for over
half a century now. Most moved
there in the 1950s and 1960s
from Central Asia, to which they
had been deported in the 1930s
from the Russian Far East, where
many had fled to at the beginning
of the 20th century to escape the
Japanese occupation of Korea.

‘We don’t 
want to leave’
Olena and Oleh Pak have
Ukrainian first names and pass-
ports, but they also speak Korean
very well. They said their families
always spoke the language at

home and upheld various tradi-
tions, such as making kimchi, a
Korean dish of preserved vegeta-
bles with salt and spices.

“It’s passed down from gener-
ation to generation, without kim-
chi we wouldn’t have survived a
single winter,” said Olena Pak.

Like their ancestors, the Paks
are farmers. They expanded their
business in the 2000s and were
soon growing vegetables in three
greenhouses. But they almost lost
everything after Russia launched
the full-scale invasion of Ukraine
in February 2022. Half of the
community was under Russian
occupation for nine months, while
the other half was in the line of
fire. Today, only one greenhouse
remains, in which the family con-
tinues to grow vegetables and
herbs.

Olena Pak volunteers in her
free time, and every day she goes
to the local cultural centre to
weave camouflage nets for the
Ukrainian army. “We don’t want
to leave, we feel at home here.
This is our home and our coun-
try,” she said.

To South Korea 
and back to Ukraine
But many homes have been de-
stroyed, and much of the land is
now contaminated by land mines.
About a third of the families of

ethnic Korean descent have left
the settlement. Some families
went to South Korea as part of
voluntary programs.

A few have since returned, in-
cluding the Kogai family, which
was evacuated to Seoul, where

12-year-old Ksenia attended
school and began to learn the lan-
guage. However, like her mother,
she did not want to stay in South
Korea. “I wanted to go back be-
cause I realise that this is our
home, and I don’t want to leave,”

she said.
The Kogais’ home was de-

stroyed by bombs in 2022, so
they are currently living in a gar-
den house. As per tradition, their
pine tree will remain in the house
until spring. They always cele-
brate the Korean New Year at the
end of January, just as they were
taught by their ancestors.

Ksenia’s mother, Alyona, was
born in the Mykolaiv region. Her
father was Korean, and her
mother a local Ukrainian woman;
they got married in 1975. At the
time, Alyona told DW, Koreans

were still rather unusual so many
people came from different vil-
lages to see the groom.

“I went to school here and al-
ways told all my classmates that I
would never marry a Korean. But
fate had other plans,” she said.
She and her husband Leonid say
such marriages are commonplace
today.

Never would the Kogais have
imagined that a member of the
family would join the army. But in
2022, Alyona’s brother, Serhiy,
joined the Territorial Defence
Forces. He is currently fighting for
the Ukrainian army on the front in
Russia’s Kursk region.

Other Koreans are serving on
the Russian side, but they come
from North Korea - a fact that has
outraged Alyona Kogai and her
family. “They also come from
Asia, but they are fundamentally
different from South Koreans, as
if they were zombies,” she said.

Many young 
people have left
Some ethnic Koreans from
Shevchenkove joined the
Ukrainian partisans during the
Russian occupation. Community
head Oleh Pylypenko said they
actively supported the Ukrainian
armed forces in the first months
after the Russian invasion of
2022. Oleksandr Hvan, whose

home was converted into a hos-
pital for Ukrainian military doc-
tors, was among them. A bunker
was also built in his yard.

Today, there is little left of his
farm, he told DW sadly - but he
plans to stay anyway. “I could es-
cape somewhere, but I want to
keep my property here. I came
here after doing my military ser-
vice in what was the Soviet Union.
I built a life for myself and started
a family,” he said.

Most of the ethnic Koreans in
the region describe themselves as
Ukrainians of Korean descent, as
does the governor of the Mykolaiv
region, Vitaliy Kim.

The younger generation
speaks fluent Ukrainian, as con-
firmed by the teachers at the local
school, which is attended by chil-
dren with Korean surnames such
as Zoi, Li, Kim or Hagai.

One of the teachers, Lilya Ku-
sevich, said many of the ethnic
Koreans have very good grades in
Ukrainian language class. “Eliza-
veta Zoi achieved the maximum
number of points in the exam, for
example. They are very hard-
working children,” she said.

A fifth of the pupils in
Shevchenkove are ethnic Kore-
ans. Since Russian attacks dam-
aged the school, learning has
been restricted to online classes.
DW

Beijing, China - China on Monday
said that its relations with the EU
will provide ‘more stability to the
turbulent world’ amid tension be-
tween the 27-nation bloc and the
US, according to the state media.

“Amid the rise of unilateralism
and protectionism, and the inter-
weaving of uncertainties and in-
stabilities, the international
community yearns for peace and
stability more than ever before,”
Foreign Ministry spokesman Guo
Jiakun told reporters in the Chi-
nese capital. 

The international community
also expects ‘a healthy and stable
China-EU relationship more than
ever before and hopes that China
and the EU will become construc-
tive forces in a changing world
more than ever before’.

Beijing’s statement came as
tensions between the EU and the
Donald Trump administration
have seen an uptick over the on-

going war in Ukraine, NATO as
well as trade and tech issues.

Noting that 2025 marks the
50th anniversary of diplomatic
relations between China and the
EU, Guo said Beijing will work
with the bloc to ‘maintain the
partnership orientation, enhance
strategic communication and co-
ordinated cooperation, jointly up-
hold multilateralism, and address
global challenges together’. “We
will strive to inject new vitality
into China-EU relations and pro-
vide more certainty and stability

to the turbulent world,” he said.
On the imposition of tariffs by

the US, Guo said China has ‘re-
peatedly stated its position that
there are no winners in trade
wars and tariff wars, which will
only harm the common interests
of people of all countries’.

Reacting to US President Don-
ald Trump’s claim that the BRICS
bloc was ‘dead’, he said the
emerging economic bloc was ‘an
important platform for coopera-
tion among emerging markets
and developing countries’. “The

BRICS nations advocate open-
ness, inclusiveness, cooperation,
and win-win results. They do not
engage in camp confrontation or
target third parties, but aim to
achieve common development
and universal prosperity.”

Meanwhile, China’s Foreign
Minister Wang Yi urged NATO
to pursue a ‘positive and respon-
sible policy’ towards Beijing.

Wang made these remarks
during a meeting with NATO
Secretary-General Mark Rutte on
the sidelines of the Munich Secu-

rity Conference, according to a
Chinese Foreign Ministry state-
ment released on Sunday.

The top Chinese diplomat said
Beijing expects the military al-
liance to ‘develop an objective
and accurate perception of
China’, ministry spokesman Lin
Jian said in a post on X. 

Wang described China as a
‘force for maintaining peace and
stability’, noting that the world’s
second-largest economy ‘has the
best track record among major
countries’.

China-EU ties to give world
‘more stability’, says Beijing

Athens, Greece - Greece on
Sunday has extended school
closures for another week on
four Aegean islands due to on-
going seismic activity.

Greek Prime Minister Kyri-
akos Mitsotakis announced
from social media that schools
in volcanic island of Santorini,
Yamurgi, Niyoz, and Anafiya will
remain closed for another week
as the islands continue to be af-
fected by seismic movements.

The decision follows a state

of emergency declared on the
islands, where schools had al-
ready been closed for two
weeks due to the ongoing situa-
tion. Meanwhile, scientists from
two government committees
provided an update on the seis-
mic activity in the region, partic-
ularly in the sea area between
Santorini and Amorgos.

They confirmed that while
the seismic activity is in a rela-
tive lull, it remains linked to sub-
marine faults and a

combination of tectonic and
magmatic processes.

Increased ‘ground deforma-
tion’ has been also noted in the
wider Santorini area, which is
continuously monitored.

Scientists say, around 1,300
earthquakes recorded in the
marine area of Anydros be-
tween Thera and Amorgos
since February 1, the largest hav-
ing a magnitude of 5.3.

In a televised interview on
Tuesday, a highly regarded sci-

entist and Chair of Earth Sci-
ences at the Academy of
Athens explained that the earth-
quakes are becoming stronger
and more widespread.

He suggested that, given this
situation, it is too early to com-
pletely dismiss the possibility of
a volcanic eruption in Santorini.

Santorini has erupted three
times in the 20th century -
1925-1926, 1939-1941, and in
1950.
Anadolu Agency

Istanbul, Turkey - Officials in
Northern Ireland have culled ap-
proximately 64,000 birds at a
poultry farm in County Tyrone
due to a suspected bird flu out-
break. According to Sky News,
the Department of Agriculture,
Environment and Rural Affairs
was notified of the case on Friday.

Northern Ireland’s Chief Vet-
erinary Officer Brian Dooher
confirmed that all birds at the
farm in Dungannon are being
culled as a precautionary step.

Authorities have established a
temporary control zone and sent
samples from the farm for test-
ing. If the results confirm the
presence of highly pathogenic
avian influenza (HPAI), com-
monly known as bird flu, addi-
tional protective measures will
be implemented.

“The disease control mea-
sures have been taken to limit
any potential spread, and I urge

all bird owners - whether back-
yard or commercial - to take the
necessary steps to protect their
flocks,” Dooher said.

Irish Agriculture Minister An-
drew Muir stressed the need for
vigilance, pointing to a recently
confirmed HPAI case at a captive
bird facility near Magherafelt.

“This suspected case rein-
forces the need for strict biose-
curity. Whether you keep a small
number of birds or manage a
commercial flock, it is vital to fol-
low all protective measures and
report any signs of disease,”
Muir said.

Several HPAI cases have al-
ready been detected in wild birds
across Northern Ireland. Author-
ities continue to monitor the sit-
uation closely and may introduce
further containment measures if
testing confirms the virus at the
Dungannon farm.
Anadolu Agency

Despite war, ethnic Koreans ‘feel at home’ in rural Ukraine settlement

Greece: Earthquakes force continued school closures on islands

Suspected bird
flu: Thousands of
birds culled in
Northern Ireland

Foreign Ministry said the international community also expects ‘a healthy and stable China-EU relationship more than ever before’ 

The Paks grow vegetables in their greenhouse

Scientists say,
around 1,300
earthquakes
recorded in the
marine area of
Anydros between
Thera and 
Amorgos since
February 1

The statement
came as
tensions
between the
EU and the
Donald Trump
administration
have seen an
uptick 

The Mykolaiv region, in southern
Ukraine, has been home to one of
the largest settlements of ethnic 
Koreans in Ukraine for over half a
century now. Most moved there in
the 1950s and 1960s



LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9 and

only one instance of each number

You have three minutes to find
all the words contained in this
word. 

Rules: Words should be at least
four letters long, proper nouns
and duplicates don’t count

WORD BUILDER

DO YOU SUDOKU?BOGGLER

SU
D

O
K

U
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A
SY
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N
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ER

Each game will present you with a
matrix filled with letters. The
objective is to form words by
linking adjacent letters - to the left,
right, on top, bottom, or diagonal
to each other. The Boggles Classic
game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words
are valued at one point for each
letter in excess of two letters. A
three letter word is worth one
point, a four letter word is  worth
two points, and so on. Valid words
must be at least three letters long. 

SOLUTION
20-25 words: Excellent, 
15-20 words: Very good, 
10-15 words: Good, 
5-10 words: Average

KIDS COLOURING
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I E G Y

I V E L

GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21
Don't just sit there. Listen to your intuition. Someone
needs you, but they're far too proud to ask. So offer. Go to
them, and let them know you'll be there for them, no
matter what they need. If this is someone who's been
there for you in the past, you might want to remind them
of that just so they don't feel guilty about accepting what
you're offering.

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20
Luck is still in the air. Big time. But no one is going to be as

lucky in love as you, as if you ever needed any help in that

department. Your usual magnetic charm will be running on

high, but you'll also be incredibly perceptive. It's almost not

fair. The only thing you can do to make it up to everyone else is

to share something they all want: a bit of your time. It's the

least you can do..

TEST YOUR 
KNOWLEDGE

CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22
Put all the nonsense of the past few days behind you. It's

time. Focus on the days ahead, which will be interesting and

unusual. Oh, and speaking of interesting, prepare yourself

for a terrific period. Sure, it doesn't seem like it now, but

pretty soon you will have something to celebrate. Start

making those plans now, even if you don't have an official

reason yet

LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22
Ready to snuggle up, get close, and become intimately

involved? Well, the last part of that has probably already

happened. Now it's just a matter of admitting it, first of all to

yourself. Then, of course, you need to schedule some quality

time alone together. There's a whole array of astral formations

out there pushing for you, you know, and all those love songs

can't be wrong.

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22
You're in the mood for education, new experiences, or

foreign travel, and you may want to go it alone. If you can't

take off just yet, you at least need to try to make plans.

Browse online to find new possibilities for your next big trip.

Be sure you're at least checking out someplace you've always

meant to visit. It's a big world, with lots to do, but there are

only so many hours

VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22
Right now, the stars are busy turning up the volume on all
your personality traits: compassion, tenderness, and
intuition for starters. Since it's also a good time to relax
and have fun, you might want to start doing that now. And
if your sixth sense seems to be especially keen, don't
doubt it. It is. Your antennae are running on high. Use them
wisely!

SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21
These new folks you've been seeing so much of lately? They're

really something, aren't they? You feel quite happily involved

with them. In fact, it probably feels as if you've known them all

for far longer than you have. Well, that's a big plus, and you'll be

seeing a great deal of them over the next few weeks. Just don't

forget your old friends in the process. Why not get them all

together?

SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER 21
Your honest enjoyment of people always promises a good

time, and that's particularly true today. You have energy

and imagination to spare, and when it comes to the social

scene, you can't be beat. Awkwardness and anxiety be

gone! When you're around, the fun comes steadily and

refreshingly. You can turn even the most boring scene into

a laugh riot!

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18
For quite a while you've been considering what to do about

your relationship with a certain possessive someone. Should

you end it, slow it down, or jump right in? The fact that you're

not sure is a statement in itself. You may not want to end the

relationship just yet, but keep a careful eye on that jealousy. It

seems like a compliment initially, but it can quickly become

irksome.

CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19
Yesterday's luck hasn't gone anywhere just yet. In fact, since

the Universe has decided to grant you an amazing dose of

intuition in addition to all your gifts, you won't believe just

how fortunate you are, and in how many categories. So when

something at the back of your brain starts tugging at you,

trying to get you to listen, think of it as an alarm of sorts,

alerting you that you really are supposed to pay attention.

PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20
Don't worry about this romantic roll you're on coming to a

close. It's really just getting started. And it's not going to

be strictly the romance that will be devastatingly good.

You have luck coming at you in all categories. That goes

double for finances, by the way, so if you're in the mood to

spend a bit more on an extravagance, go right ahead. A

new outfit, maybe?

ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19
You've never had a problem with conversation. In fact,
you can always find something to chat about, no matter
who you're with. But for the moment, you're also going to
be amazingly sensitive not only to the words someone is
saying, but what they're not saying. Just don't become so
wrapped up in someone else's feelings that you forget
about your own.

YOUR DAILY HOROSCOPE

1. The Dutch-based Stellantis
N.V., formed in 2021, is a 50:50
merger between two interna-
tionally recognised manufac-
turing conglomerates from
which countries and in what
field?
A. Italy and France, 
automobiles
B. UK and Germany, medicine
C. Hungary and Nigeria, 
fashion
D. USA and Russia, energy

2. What is a medical term 
referring to the presence of
pathogenic organisms in the
bloodstream, leading to blood
poisoning?
A. Tetanus
B. Septicemia
C. Hypertension
D. Bursitis

03. What is Hilary Clinton's
maiden name?
A. Rodham
B. Bouvier
C. Roosevelt
D. Kennedy

ACROSS
1) Computer code for
characters
6) Component ofE=mc2
I 0) Handle roughly
14) Farmers' market unit
15) One way to run
16) Church nook
17) Slow, on a score
18) Opening time, for
many
19) Got bigger
20) Why Mick Jagger
shouldn't
retire? (with 55-Across)
23) Maiden name pre-
ceder
24)_Tome
25) Jewelry fasteners
28) Word seen before
"special"
31) Ship's designation
32) "Do the Right Thing"
p1zzena owner
33) '50s Kenyan rebel
36) Fashion label
37) Lyrics from 20-Across
41) Tennyson's "Geraint
and II
42) Cup supporter
43) Be decisive
44) Was on the bottom?
46) Present from birth

50) Some mammals of
Africa, briefly
52) Twinings product
54) Factor in the makeup
business
55) See 20-Across
59) Fly with the eagles
61) Snooker sticks
62) Seven in Spain
63) Robinson of "Weakest
Link"
64) Neck of the woods
65) Color of honey
66) Kitchen vessels
67) Inclined to listen in
68) Brewer's need

DOWN
1) Cockeyed
2) Dorm room staple
3) Boated without a motor
4) Like JFK
5) Baal, e.g.
6) Food from heaven
7) Bud
8) Princes, but not
princesses
9) Draw
10)_ cum laude
11) Evening activity at
Aspen
12) Take unfair advantage
of
13) Kareem, as a kid

21) Any Time?

22) Bullfight cheer

26) Breathe hard

27) Furtive

29) At the hub of

30) Chatter incessantly

31) "Star Trek" role

34) Waterfall byproduct

35) One-time connection

36) Bruce or Laura of 

Hollywood

37) Ruler unit

38) One in a suit

39) Suffix for "beaut"

40) Mattel doll

41) Listening device

44) Boozehound

45) Depth charge, slangily

47) ltsy-bitsy creature

48) Preferences

49) Thrust out

51) Holes in the head

52) Feller's targets?

53) Test format, 

sometimes

56) Italian dough?

57) Start of a national 

anthem

58) Gesture without

words

59) Tree juice

60) A Beatle's spouse

DAILY CROSSWORD
NOTE PAD

Answers:1. A  2. B  3. A
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London, England - Manchester
United manager Ruben
Amorim insists there is no run-
ning away from the club’s
plight after they suffered a 1-0
loss at Tottenham Hotspur on
Sunday -- their 12th defeat in
25 Premier
League games
this season.

The Por-
tuguese has
now lost
eight of
h i s

14 league games in charge with
United down in 15th place in
the table.

Not since 1973-74 have
United lost 12 of their opening
25 games in a top-flight season
and while they look far enough
away from the bottom three to
avoid the same fate as that
team and get relegated, the
gloom is deepening at Old
Trafford.

“What you see guys and
what you discuss every week, I
also see. I have a lot of prob-

lems, my job is so, so hard
here. But I stick with my
beliefs,” Amorim told Sky

Sports in his post-
match interview in
north London.

“You grow and
you learn a lot of
things. We just
need to face it and
not run away,
that is my feel-
ing. Today will
hurt, it is a

tough pain to lose so many
games, but then you can
change things in a week.”

The problems are stacking
up for Amorim who suffered a
big injury blow in the build-up
to the game with news that the
versatile Amad Diallo, the one
bright spot this season, will
face a lengthy spell on the side-
lines.

United’s starting line-up at
Tottenham was low on top
quality with the likes of Kobbie
Mainoo and Manuel Ugarte
also absent from midfield be-
cause of injury while the substi-
tutes bench featured eight
players aged 19 or under.

Of those only Chido Obi was
given a brief appearance, com-
ing on in the 90th minute to re-
place the tiring Casemiro.

“We have young kids and
we have to work with the
young kids. We were not ex-
pecting so many injuries in one
week. These things happen.
Let’s focus on the next game.”

London, England - Tottenham
Hotspur manager Ange
Postecoglou fired back at his crit-
ics as his side recovered from
consecutive cup exits to beat
Manchester United 1-0 in the
Premier League on Sunday.

The Australian has been under
intense pressure with his injury-
hit team languishing in the lower
reaches of the league table and
bowing out of both domestic
cups last week.

A pre-match protest by fans
frustrated by Chairman Daniel
Levy’s running of the club under-
lined the malaise at Tottenham,
but James Maddison’s winner
lightened the mood as Spurs did
the league double over United for
the first time since 1989-90.

“Everyone likes an impending
car crash. I am sure we had a lot
of people willing that scenario on.
I know how hard these players
have worked,” Postecoglou,
whose side won a home league
game for the first time since Nov.
3, told Sky Sports.

“Our training was better and I
was confident that we would put
in a good shift. The focus is still on
trying to win games. In the back-
ground we are doing it our own
way. We are looking into ways
we can do things better.”

Postecoglou has pointed to a
crippling injury list this season
which has deprived him of most
of the first team.

They were still without the
likes of defenders Cristian

Romero and Micky van de Ven
plus striker Dominic Solanke on
Sunday but Tottenham were
boosted by the return of Maddi-
son and Italy goalkeeper
Guglielmo Vicario to the starting
lineup.

With Brennan Johnson, Des-
tiny Udogie and Wilson Odobert
back on the bench after returning
to fitness, Postecoglou can
maybe see some light at the end
of the tunnel at last.

“It does make a massive differ-
ence. Getting guys like Vic and
Madders contributing straight

away, you can see the quality
they have and the presence they
have,” Postecoglou said.

“It might take them one or
two games to get up to speed,
but the fact we have them avail-
able, yeah, it’s an enormous
boost for us. They’re quality play-
ers. We can play better defi-
nitely, but when we get some
boys up to speed we can start
growing into it.”

The win moved Spurs above
United into 12th spot with 30
points from 25 games, a point
above the 15th-placed visitors.
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MADDISON
PUNISHES 
MAN UNITED 

London, England - Tottenham
Hotspur midfielder James Mad-
dison’s early goal was enough for
his side to end a barren home run
in the Premier League by beating
fellow strugglers Manchester
United 1-0 in an entertaining
clash on Sunday.

Maddison, back in the starting
lineup after injury, tapped in a re-
bound from close range after 13
minutes to settle a contest in
which both sides showed their
frailties.

Tottenham’s first home
league win for 105 days eased
the pressure on their Australian
manager Ange Postecoglou with
his team moving above United
into 12th place with 30 points.

United manager Ruben
Amorim’s tough start to life at
Old Trafford continues though
and the Portuguese has now lost
eight of the 14 Premier League
matches since he took charge.

His side dropped to 15th with
29 points as they became the
first United outfit to suffer de-
feats in a league double against
Spurs since the 1989-90 season.

It was another underwhelm-
ing display by the visitors al-
though they did have their
chances with Alejandro Garna-
cho wasting a golden opportu-
nity in the first half.

“I am not worried. I under-
stand our fans, what the media
think about it. I hate to lose, that
feeling is the worst,” Amorim
said. “I am confident in my work.
The place in the table is my
worry, I am not worried about
me.”

Tottenham’s injury list is fi-
nally shrinking and Postecoglou
welcomed back first-choice goal-
keeper Guglielmo Vicario and
playmaker Maddison into his
starting team while Destiny Udo-
gie, Wilson Odobert and Bren-
nan Johnson were all on the
bench.

In contrast, United’s woes
worsened this week with the

news that the versatile Amad Di-
allo, one of their few bright
sparks this season, is likely to be
out for the rest of the campaign.

United’s starting lineup was
complemented by a bench re-
sembling a youth team with nine
of them aged 19 or under.

The Spurs fans staged a pre-
match protest against Chairman

Daniel Levy’s running of the club
and while one victory will not
cure the side’s troubles, it was a
step in the right direction after
they tumbled out of both domes-
tic cups last week.

“It was important we won
today,” Postecoglou said. “We’ve
had it pretty tough for the past
two and a half months.

“We feel, and I certainly feel,
there’s a massive opportunity in
the back half of the year.”

There are still 13 Premier
League games left this season,
while Spurs and United are Eu-
ropa League favourites.

United had the first big chance
in the game on Sunday with Ras-
mus Hojlund forcing a sharp save
from Vicario who then reacted
well to keep out Garnacho’s fol-
low-up.

Tottenham took the lead
when Son Heung-min’s volleyed
cross fell to Lucas Bergvall whose
shot was clawed away by Andre
Onana into the path of Maddison
who converted from close range.

English
midfielder’s
goal hands
Tottenham
win against
arch-rivals

Burnley, England - Burnley
midfielder Hannibal Mejbri
complained to the referee after
Preston North End forward Mi-
lutin Osmajic made an alleged
racist comment during Satur-
day’s match between the two
sides.

The alleged incident took
place as the teams played to a
goalless draw in the second-
tier Championship. 

Tunisia international Mejbri
is a former Manchester United
player.

“I will not be silent about
what happened today. I will al-
ways call out racism whenever
I hear or see it. That is the only
way we change as a sport and
a society,” Mejbri wrote on In-
stagram.

“I am a strong person but
nobody should have to experi-
ence this disgusting abuse on
the pitch.”

Burnley said Mejbri made
referee Andrew Kitchen aware

of the comment during the sec-
ond half and the referee had
registered the complaint.

“The club will continue to
show its complete support to
Hannibal,” Burnley added.

Mejbri accuses Osmajic of racial abuse

Tottenham Hotspur’s

James Maddison

celebrates his goal

against Manchester

United on Sunday

We can play better, 
says Postecoglou after
Spurs avoid ‘car crash’

I have a lot of problems, but I
stick with my beliefs: Amorim 

Ange Postecoglou

Wolverhampton, England - Liv-
erpool head coach Arne Slot
praised the fight his side showed
and admitted his players looked
tired as the Reds battled to a 2-1
win over Wolverhampton Wan-
derers on Sunday.

The victory restored Liver-
pool’s lead over Arsenal at the
top of the table to seven points.

“We needed to fight and we
needed Alisson,” Slot told Sky
Sports. “In a season where you
want to achieve something, you
need to have wins like this as
well. Wins like this should also
be included where you want to
achieve something.

“It’s never the gameplan never
to create anything at all. We did
have a goal offside and a penalty
overturned.

“Wolves took a lot of risks.
The team felt today to bring this

win over the line, defending was
more important than attacking. if
this is what it takes to win a
game then I’m happy the players
could do that again.

“Fatigue comes from running
a lot and a bit of mental fatigue a
lot. We were mentally tested
today. We thought we’d scored
a third and then a penalty for the
third but both were correct from

the referee. Maybe it did lead to
us being a bit tired. I did see for
the first time this season that
players were more tired than
they have been.

“It wasn’t the plan that Cody
Gakpo got injured because [Luis]
Diaz played against Plymouth.
He showed great character by
being really important with the
two goals and his work rate.

“You can never breathe in this
competition. I saw Arsenal’s 15-
game unbeaten run and the gap
has always been the same so
that shows that we do. If you
want to compete for something
special then you have to win a lot
of games in this league.”

Slot: We were a bit shaky - I
didn’t enjoy the last 20 minutes

Liverpool head coach praises
team’s mentality after holding off
a resurgent Wolves to secure a
2-1 win and go seven points clear

Incredibly, it was the first time
since records began in 2003/04
that Liverpool failed to attempt a
shot in the second half of a Pre-
mier League match at Anfield. 

Slot revealed after the match
that Gakpo remains a doubt for
the trip to Villa Park due to the
knock the Dutch forward picked
up against Everton.

We were tested
today. We thought
we’d scored a third
and then a penalty
for the third but
both were correct
from the referee
ARNE SLOT

Ruben Amorim

Hannibal Mejbri with Milutin Osmajic 

‘We looked tired, but wins like this are crucial’

It was important we won today.
We’ve had it tough for the past two
and a half months. I certainly feel
there’s a massive opportunity in 
the back half of the year
ANGE POSTECOGLOU
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Barcelona, Spain - Athletic Bil-
bao’s LaLiga game at Espanyol
was temporarily halted after
visiting striker Inaki Williams
reported alleged racist abuse
towards teammate Maroan
Sannadi in Sunday’s 1-1 draw.

The incident occurred in
the first half when Williams
told referee Guillermo Cuadra
Fernandez that Espanyol fans
had hurled racial abuse at San-
nadi, whose parents are Mo-
roccan.

The game was stopped in
the 16th minute when the ref-
eree discussed the issue with
the two captains and match
delegate.

“It should be remembered
that legislation on the pre-
vention of violence in sport
prohibits and sanctions ac-
tive participation in violent,
xenophobic, homophobic or
racist acts,” said a message
on the stadium screen con-

demning racism.
Spanish media reported

that the match was halted for
three minutes as part of the
anti-racism protocol, and an-
nouncements were made ask-
ing the crowd to stop
chanting. 

The referee warned that he
would stop the game if the in-
cident was repeated.

After the game resumed,
Espanyol’s Roberto Fernandez
scored in the 62nd minute and
Oihan Sancet equalised in the
77th.

Espanyol and Athletic con-
demned the abuse on Sunday.

Clubs and players have
been outspoken on the issue,
with Real Madrid striker Vini-
cius Jr saying in September
that Spain should be stripped
of its right to host the 2030
World Cup unless significant
progress is made to tackle
racism.

Maroan Sannadi

Turin, Italy - Inter Milan missed
the chance to go top of Serie A as
they fell to a 1-0 loss at Juventus
on Sunday with Francisco Conce-
icao scoring the decisive late goal
in an action-packed match.

The Portuguese winger
sparked jubilation in the stadium
after 74 minutes following clever
footwork in the box by Randal

Kolo Muani before he found Con-
ceicao, who fired home.

Inter failed to capitalise on
Napoli being held to a 2-2 draw
at Lazio on Saturday and are two
points off the pace with 54 points
from 25 games. Juve are now in
fourth spot with 46.

Much was at stake in the
267th Derby d’Italia, with the

reigning champions knowing an
away win would see them finally
leapfrog Napoli, while Juve could
move into the top four, having
struggled to find a winning for-
mula for much of the season.

Inter’s Mehdi Taremi set the
tone in an intense clash with a
stunning bicycle kick that goal-
keeper Michele Di Gregorio re-
acted swiftly to push away,
before Denzel Dumfries sent the
rebound over the bar.

Minutes later, Juve’s Nico
Gonzalez struck a powerful long-
range shot that forced Yann
Sommer into a fingertip save be-

fore making another stop to keep
out the follow-up from Conce-
icao.

The chances kept coming for
both sides, with Kolo Muani and
Inter forward Lautaro Martinez
wasting clear opportunities by
sending their efforts well over the
bar as halftime approached.

Just before the break, Dum-
fries led another Inter attack into
the box but the Juve defence
forced him into a tight angle and
his shot clipped the post.

Both sides continued to play
on the front foot in the second
half as they tried to end the dead-

lock but it was Conceicao who fi-
nally broke Inter’s resistance to
delight the home fans.

Only minutes later, Juve came
close to another goal as Teun
Koopmeiners’ shot was blocked
on the line by Dumfries.

Inter pushed forward and
Marcus Thuram produced a
volleyed attempt but they could
not find a last-ditch equaliser,
leaving the thrilling title race on a
knife-edge with 13 rounds to go.

‘Regret and
disappointment’
Inter coach Simone Inzaghi was

left frustrated after his side’s de-
feat.

“There is a lot of regret and
disappointment, but the boys
showed great organisation and
courage,” Inzaghi told DAZN.

“We needed to score more
goals and finish the first half with
a lead,” he added, pointing to
Inter’s recent away defeats, in-
cluding a 3-0 loss at Fiorentina,
to underline the need for im-
provement.

The coach explained that his
decision to make three substitu-
tions in the 62nd minute was due
to Juve’s superiority after the

break and Inter’s lack of fluency.
“We had to do better, the last

situation was wrong. In the nine
years I’ve been in Turin, I’ve
never had so many chances. It
hurts to lose, we really wanted to
win. Everything is still open, but
we need to change the tempo,”
added Inzaghi.

Inter visit Antonio Conte’s
Napoli side on March 2.

“It will be an important game,
like tonight, but we have other
games first,” added Inzaghi,
whose side host Genoa on Satur-
day and Lazio in the Coppa Italia
quarter-finals on Tuesday.

Nerazzurri miss chance to go
top of Serie A after narrow
defeat at the hands of Juve

Francisco Conceicao of Juventus

celebrates after scoring against

Inter Milan on Sunday

Motta delighted with Juve’s hard work
Turin, Italy - Juventus manager
Thiago Motta praised his players
for their dedication and hard
work in improving on mediocre
results, helping them get back
into the top four race in Serie A.

His side secured a 1-0 home
win over Inter Milan on Sunday,
putting them in fourth place as
they bid to qualify for next sea-
son’s Champions League after a
campaign marked by a series of
draws that has left them off the
pace in the title race.

“I don’t do my work to please
or displease anyone, I do it for
myself because I know we’re on
the right path,” Motta told re-
porters. “I like to see the team

improve, battle, work hard, and
play good football to win the
game.

“The players, above all, de-
serve the support of the fans.
They give their all every day for
the team and for Juventus.”

Reflecting on Juve’s win over
reigning champions Inter, who
remain in second place two
points behind Napoli, Motta said
the first half was difficult, with his
side showing their opponents too
much respect.

“We certainly had a different
energy in the second half. The
first was tough, and we showed
them too much respect, allowing
them too much time on the ball,”

he said.
“We know Inter have a lot of

quality, but if you don’t press
them you end up struggling. We
did much better with that in the
second half.”

With four wins in a row across
all competitions, Motta said that
performing at home in the Al-
lianz Stadium had proven to be a
bigger challenge than playing on
the road this season.

“We seem to have more free-
dom away from home. At home,
we’ve faced struggles. The first
half tonight was a reminder of
that, but in the second half we
pressed high, played good foot-
ball, and earned the win.”

Thiago Motta

Buenos Aires, Argentina - A sec-
ond-half strike by Miguel Borja
earned River Plate a 1-0 home
win over Lanus in the Apertura
tournament of the Argentine
Primera Division on Sunday.

The victory lifted River to third
place in Group B, level on 12
points with Independiente, who
have a game in hand, and two
points behind leaders Rosario
Central.

“The win was the most impor-
tant thing; we’re still looking for a
good style of play,” River Plate
goalkeeper Franco Armani told
TNT Sports.

“In the second half we saw a
different side to the team and
that’s what we want, picking up
three points.”

The hosts had a few chances
to take the lead in the first half,
with a Facundo Colidio long-
range effort that hit the crossbar
and Gonzalo Martinez’s wide
shot just before the break.

Lanus’ best chance to break
the deadlock came in the 34th

minute when Armani denied
Walter Bou’s close-range at-
tempt.

River then thought they
grabbed the lead nine minutes
into the second half through Giu-

liano Galoppo’s low strike only to
see the goal disallowed for a
Gonzalo Montiel offside.

Substitute Borja finally netted
in the 77th minute after a deflec-
tion from the defence ricocheted
off River’s Maximiliano Meza and
into the Colombian’s path for his
first goal this season.

The 32-year-old Borja missed
a golden chance to score a sec-
ond goal seven minutes later,
sending a penalty kick over the
crossbar.

The visitors pushed hard for a
late equaliser, but Armani pro-
duced a couple of key saves,
blocking captain Carlos Izquier-
doz and Alexis Canelo’s efforts in
stoppage time. The defeat left
Lanus eighth with seven points.

“We have to keep it up. I try to
respond when the team needs
me, that’s what the goalkeeper is
there for. Overall, it was a good
game,” Armani added.

River, Argentina’s most suc-
cessful team, next play at San
Martin on Saturday.

Racist chants aimed at
Sannadi halts Bilbao’s
match at Espanyol 

Neymar scores first goal for
Santos since return to Brazil
Santos, Brazil - Neymar scored
for the first time in 16 months
after his penalty set Santos on
the way to a 3-1 win over Agua
Santa in the Paulista Champi-
onship on Sunday and the Brazil
forward said he was
happy to be playing
again after a long
injury absence.

The 33-
year-old con-
verted from the
spot in the 14th
minute, with
Thaciano adding a
second and
Guilherme seal-
ing the win with
his the 70th
minute strike
after an assist from Neymar.

Neymar’s last goal came in
October 2023 for Al-Hilal. A se-
rious knee injury restricted him
to only seven appearances after
joining the Saudi side in 2023.

“I’m happy to be playing
again. I feel I’m improving,” he
said. “Obviously I’m not going to

be 100% physically, it’s only my
fourth game but I’m getting bet-
ter and better.

“I was anxious to score and
wanted to dedicate this to the
fans and my family.”

Neymar began his
career aged 17 with

Santos in 2009,
racking up 136
goals and 64
assists in 225
matches to

help the club
secure their first

Copa Libertadores
title in nearly
50 years in
2011.

He joined
Barcelona in

2013, moved to Paris St Germain
for a world record fee of 222 mil-
lion euros ($232 million) in Au-
gust 2017 before joining Al-Hilal
for a reported fee of around 90
million euros.

Brazilian media has reported
that Neymar’s deal with Santos
runs until the end of June.

Miguel Borja 

Neymar of Santos celebrates after

slotting home a penalty against

Agua Santa on Sunday

Borja goal earns River Plate
home victory  against Lanus

FRUSTRATING
INTERRUPTION



San Diego, US - Tiger Woods
said on Sunday that talks to-
ward a deal that would resolve
the fissure in golf between the
U.S.-based PGA Tour and
Saudi-backed rival LIV Golf are
moving in the right direction.

Woods added that PGA
Tour Commissioner Jay Mona-
han and Player Director Adam
Scott had a productive meeting
with U.S. President Donald
Trump this month, where they
asked him to get involved in
talks with Saudi Arabia's Public
Investment Fund.

"I think we're in a very posi-
tive place right now," Woods
said during the CBS Sports
broadcast of the Genesis Open
in San Diego.

"We had a meeting with the
president. Unfortunately I had
some other circumstances that

came up but Jay and Adam,
they did great during the meet-
ing and we have a subsequent
meeting coming up," he said.

"I think things are going to
heal quickly. We're going to get
this game going in the right di-
rection. It has been headed in
the wrong direction for a num-
ber of years. The fans want all
the top players playing together

and we're going to make that
happen."

LIV Golf, which features no-
cut, 54-hole events, held its in-
augural event in June 2022, and
through mega-money con-
tracts and lucrative purses has
since lured a number of golf's
biggest names, including major
champions Jon Rahm and
Bryson DeChambeau.
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BIRTHDAY WISHES

Happy Birthday
Ugandan community in Oman
wishes Esther Babirye a very

happy and prosperous
birthday. Best wishes to you.

ESTHER BABIRYE
FEBRUARY 18

Wishing you a day 
with joy, and all 

the happiness  in the world!
Abinesh

SUDARSHINI
FEBRUARY 17

SITUATION WANTED

"Looking for Structural Designer

having experience in design of

Structural Steel Building mainly in

PEB industry. Minimum 3 years of

experience with M-Tech Structural

Design. Please Send CV to:

hrjob191@yahoo.com"

VACANCY AD

Indian male graduate with 14 years

of Sales & Marketing experience

looking for suitable position with

valid D/L , Ready to join immedi-

ately. Contact : 95136784

Indian male ‘Application and Busi-

ness Intelligence Developer’ with

22+ years’ experience and expert

in PowerBI, PowerApp, Power-

Automate, ASP.NET, MVC, dot-

NET, C#, SQLServer, SSIS, SSRS,

NintexWorkflow, looking for suit-

able position. Currently available in

Muscat. Contact 92056372, 

gsprimotvla@gmail.com 
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



 





 



Birthday/ Anniversary wishes to wish@apexmedia.co.om 
with your resident card copy (It’s free of cost)

C  CLASSIFIEDS 

New Delhi, India - The sprinkling
of stardust over the Champions
Trophy may appear somewhat
thin on its return to the calendar
after eight years but fans can ex-
pect a wide open one-day inter-
national tournament in the
absence of an overwhelming
favourite.

The tournament featuring the
top eight teams in the ODI format
was discontinued by the Interna-
tional Cricket Committee (ICC)
after the eighth edition in 2017,
when Sarfaraz Ahmed's Pakistan
beat India in the final.

Pakistan are therefore holders
as well as hosts as they stage a
first global tournament since the
1996 World Cup, even if political
tensions mean India will play all
their matches, including the
March 9 final should they make
it, in Dubai.

Reigning ODI world champi-
ons Australia are among several

countries sending weakened
contingents with Steve Smith
standing in as captain of a squad
featuring a second-string pace
attack.

Regular skipper Pat Cummins,
fellow quick Josh Hazlewood and
all-rounder Mitchell Marsh were
all ruled out by injury, while left-
arm quick Mitchell Starc with-
drew for personal reasons and
all-rounder Marcus Stoinis has
quit ODIs altogether.

Sri Lanka did not make the cut
for the Champions Trophy but
nevertheless handed the Aus-
tralians a humbling reality check
in the run-up to the tournament
with a 2-0 series drubbing.

Reigning Twenty20 world
champions India have made the
finals of the last three ICC events
and Rohit Sharma's team sig-
nalled their fine form by winning
seven of eight limited-overs
matches against England.

Runners-up in the 2023 ODI
World Cup on home soil, India
boast one of the world's most de-
structive batting lineups but will
be without pace spearhead
Jasprit Bumrah, who has been
laid low by a back injury.

Seamer Mohammed Shami's
impressive return to action in the
home series against England was
a big relief for Rohit, who will also
expect vital contributions from
spin all-rounders Axar Patel and
Ravindra Jadeja.

New Zealand will also fancy
their chances of claiming the title
having won the tri-nation trophy
in Pakistan, beating the hosts in
the final of a warm-up tourna-
ment also featuring 1998 cham-
pions South Africa.

Mitchell Santner's Black Caps
side went through the tourna-
ment unbeaten and now have a
fair idea of the kind of conditions
they will face in the Champions
Trophy.

"If you look at the track record
of New Zealand in ICC events,
they are always there or there-
abouts," former New Zealand
pace spearhead Tim Southee told
the ICC. "In a tournament like the
Champions Trophy, if you get on

a bit of a roll, anything can hap-
pen. I'd love to see the Black Caps
there and hopefully lifting the tro-
phy at the end."

England were unable to de-
fend to defend the T20 or ODI
World Cup under Jos Buttler and
are now licking their wounds
after a tour of India where they
were blanked 3-0 in the 50-overs
matches.

They have already lost the ser-
vices of Jacob Bethell through a
hamstring injury, while their
bowling trio of Brydon Carse
(toe), Jamie Overton (hamstring)
and Jofra Archer (hand) are all
nursing fitness issues.

Giant-killers Afghanistan will
make their Champions Trophy
debut following their sixth place
finish in the ODI World Cup in
2023, when they beat former
champions England, Pakistan and
Sri Lanka.

Pakistan, who face New
Zealand in the tournament
opener in Karachi on Wednes-
day, are hoping a successful
Champions Trophy will pave the
way open for more such tourna-
ments as the country battles per-
ceptions that it is not safe for
visitors.

India, Pakistan look to make
the most of familiar conditions
in Champions Trophy, which
has no clear favourites PGA Tour-LIV Golf negotiations in

a 'very positive place', says Woods

Buenos Aires, Argentina - Joao
Fonseca became the youngest
Brazilian to win an ATP tourna-
ment on Sunday after the 18-
year-old captured the Argentina
Open title with a 6-4 7-6(1) win
over home favourite Francisco
Cerundolo.

Fonseca has established him-
self as one of the game's most
exciting young talents with his
victory at the ATP Next Gen Fi-
nals in Jeddah in December and
his win over ninth seed Andrey
Rublev in the first round of the
Australian Open last month.

He lost to Italy's Lorenzo
Sonego in five sets in the second
round at Melbourne Park.

"It is a dream, I work every day
for these moments. Playing a
final away from home, in Ar-
gentina, is difficult," said Fonseca
after denying fifth seed Cerun-
dolo the title in front of a raucous
crowd in Buenos Aires.

"It's very special and I've
taken another step forward in my
career and I'm closer to my

dream of becoming world num-
ber one," he told a press confer-
ence.

Fonseca also defeated Argen-
tines Tomas Martin Etcheverry,
Federico Coria and Mariano
Navone in the earlier rounds be-
fore beating Serbian Laslo Djere
in the last four.

Cerundolo had stunned top
seed Alexander Zverev of Ger-
many in the quarter-finals before

knocking out Spain's Pedro Mar-
tinez in the semis.

Elsewhere, French second
seed Ugo Humbert successfully
defended his title in Marseille by
beating Serbia's Hamad Medje-
dovic 7-6 (4), 6-4 in the final.

Humbert smashed 13 aces
without committing a double
fault and won an overwhelming
27 of his 33 first-service points
(81.8 percent).

The 26-year-old, who now
has seven career ATP titles, also
capitalised when Medjedovic
went to his second serve, win-
ning 17 of 28 second-return
points (60.7 percent).

Serbian No. 7 seed Miomir
Kecmanovic saved two champi-
onship points and rallied to beat
No. 8 seed Alejandro Davidovich
Fokina of Spain 3-6, 6-1, 7-5 to
win the trophy in Florida.

Kecmanovic had eight aces
without a double fault, saved 5 of
7 break points and converted 4
of 6 opportunities to break Davi-
dovich Fokina's serve. 

Brazilian teen Fonseca
wins Argentina Open

Pakistan skipper Mohammad Rizwan and Indian captain Rohit Sharma 

BATTLE FOR ODI
SUPREMACY 

Joao Fonseca of Brazil celebrates

with the Argentina Open trophy

Tiger Woods with Genesis Open champion Ludvig Aberg 
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As we all know, rice is a staple
food for millions worldwide,
be it Asia, Africa or the

Western world. But, when it comes
to people with diabetes, choosing the
right type of rice is crucial for man-
aging blood sugar levels. 

The debate between brown rice
and white rice is common, not only
among diabetics, but also among
health conscious individuals. 

Let’s compare the nutritional pro-
files of both types of rice, their effects
on blood sugar, and understand
which is better suited for diabetes
management.

Understanding 
the difference
Brown rice is a whole grain that con-
tains, the bran, germ, and en-
dosperm. Owing to minimal
processing, this variety of rice retains

its fibre, vitamins, and minerals,
making it a nutrient-dense choice.

White rice, on the other hand,
is processed, polished, and de-
void of the bran and germ. This

makes it softer and easier to cook
but also takes away essential nutri-

ents, including fibre, vitamins, and
minerals.

In simple words, Brown rice is nu-
tritionally a better choice.

Diabetes management, in simple
words, means blood sugar manage-
ment. As long as spikes in blood
sugar is kept under check, diabetes is
well managed. This can be under-
stood by looking at the Glycaemic
Index values.

Glycaemic Index 
and Rice
Glycaemic index (GI), is a measure
of how quickly a carbohydrate-con-
taining food raises blood sugar levels.
For diabetes management, foods
with a lower glycaemic index are pre-
ferred as they provide more stable
blood sugar control.

When GI of both varieties of rice
are taken, its found that, Brown rice
has a lower GI (50-55). This is due to
its fibre content, which slows diges-

tion and helps prevent blood sugar
spikes. However, white rice has a
higher GI (70-90), meaning it is
rapidly digested and absorbed, caus-
ing a sharp rise in blood glucose lev-
els.

Health benefits of
brown rice 
Helps regulate blood 
sugar levels
Lower GI values as compared to white
rice, helps in controlling sharp sugar

spikes. Studies suggest that switching
over to brown rice may lower the risk
of developing type 2 diabetes.

Supports heart and 
mental health
Brown rice is high in flavonoids, plant
compounds with antioxidants that re-
duce the risk of chronic illnesses, like
heart disease and Alzheimer’s. The
high fibre content and healthy fats
help in lowering cholesterol, and im-
proving heart health.

Aids in weight management
Maintaining a healthy weight is impor-
tant for diabetes control. The fibre in
brown rice provides satiety, keeps
stomach full for longer time and
thereby, reduces overeating and crav-
ings for high-calorie foods.

Improves gut health
Brown rice is a good source of prebi-
otic fibre, which supports a healthy gut
microbiome, which is in-turn linked to
improved insulin sensitivity.

So, brown rice scores higher than
white rice. Here are some tips for in-
cluding brown/white rice in diet: 

• Start gradually – If switching from
white rice to brown rice, start by

adding small amounts of brown to
white rice and increase the amount of
former gradually.

• Watch portion sizes – Even though
brown rice is healthier, excessive con-
sumption can still impact blood sugar.
A portion of ½ cup cooked rice per
meal is recommended.

• Pair with protein and fibre  – Com-
bine brown rice with lean proteins and
high-fibre vegetables to slow digestion
and balance blood sugar levels.
Adding lentils, lean meat are some
good examples.

• White rice, though not a healthier
option but pairing it with protein (such
as lentils, chicken, or fish) and fiber-
rich vegetables can help reduce its gly-
caemic impact.

• Try alternative whole grains –
Quinoa, millets, are other nutritious
whole grains that provide similar ben-
efits like brown rice, plus will bring va-
riety to meals.

To conclude, brown rice is the
healthier choice for diabetes manage-
ment. While white rice can be in-
cluded in moderation, it is advisable to
opt for whole grains. Eating in moder-
ation and balancing meals with fibre,
protein, and healthy fats is key to man-
age diabetes effectively.
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S
moking just one cigarette can de-
crease your life expectancy by an
estimated 20 minutes, according to
a new study.

Researchers from University College Lon-
don (UCL) in the UK analysed follow-up data
from the British Doctors Study and data from
the Million Women Study for their analysis. 

They found that the life expectancy loss
was higher for women with roughly 22 min-
utes lost compared to men who lost roughly
17 minutes of their life expectancy per
cigarette smoked. They published their find-
ings in the journal Addiction.

The new estimate was nearly twice as
high as a 2000 estimate published in the
British Medical Journal (BMJ) which found
that a single cigarette shortened a person’s
life by 11 minutes on average. This, however,
was based only on data about male individ-
uals.

“This is quite significant, insofar as the old
estimate was based on incomplete data from
the British Doctors Study, which had not
concluded at the time of the previous esti-
mate,” Lion Shahab, a professor of health
psychology at UCL who didn’t take part in
the study, told Euronews Health.

“Then, the thought was that the average
smoker lost 6.5 years of life compared with
a non-smoker. Since the end of the study,
this estimate was increased to 10 years of life

(for men) and based on the Million Woman
study to 11 years for women,” he said. 

“The impact of smoking on shortening
life expectancy nearly doubled, which is
reflected in the new estimate,” he
added.

Variations among individuals
The study authors point out that

the estimate comes with caveats due to vari-
ations between individuals.

“To make an estimate like this you have
to make a lot of assumptions. The authors
have been clear about this and report these
as limitations,” said Jamie Hartmann-
Boyce, an assistant professor of Health
Policy and Management at the University
of Massachusetts, Amherst in the US who
was not involved in the study. 

Shahab added, that “risks from smoking
accumulate across the lifespan, and this
risk does not increase linearly but expo-
nentially,” meaning that “the impact of a
single cigarette smoked after age 45 is
likely much higher,” on life expectancy
compared to one smoked at age 20.

Preventable cause of death
Tobacco ranks as the ‘most preventable
cause of illness and death in the world’, ac-
cording to the World Health Organization
(WHO).

It has been linked to 7.2 million deaths
annually, killing more people than AIDS,
malaria, and tuberculosis combined.

Currently, 179 million adults and 4 mil-
lion adolescents aged between 13 and 15
are smokers in the European region, ac-
cording to WHO estimates. 

On strategies to quit smoking, “evidence
shows people’s chances are best when
they receive a combination of behavioural
support – like counselling from a stop
smoking specialist – with a stop smoking
medication like varenicline, a nicotine
patch plus a short-acting form of nicotine
replacement like gum, or regulated nico-
tine-containing e-cigarettes,” Hartmann-
Boyce said.
(Courtesy: clevelandclinic.org)

ADDICTIONS

SMOKING
A SINGLE CIGARETTE 

CAN DECREASE YOUR LIFE
EXPECTANCY BY 20 MINUTES.

HOW MUCH OF YOUR LIFE 
DO YOU WANT TO CUT 
SHORT? THE CHOICE 

IS YOURS
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YOUR
TIME
STARTS
NOW

If you are in your
twenties, this is
the right time for
you to develop
your physique,
build muscles, 
and shape your
personality with
discipline and
determination. 
The following
circuit works 
the body’s
biggest muscles
while testing 
the heart and
lungs for the
perfect balance

F
itness regimes are for everyone - young, not-so-
young, and old - as long as you take the age-appro-
priate approach to fitness. And if you are young, and
in your early twenties, and considering hitting the
gym, it is the ‘right time’ of your life to beef up your

fitness ambitions, quite literally.
If you’re young, focus on strength training with compound

exercises like squats and deadlifts. For middle-aged men, mix
bodyweight exercises and flexibility training into your routine,
to maintain strength and prevent injuries, is apt.

As a young man, building a solid foundation in strength
training and cardio is vital for your fitness expedition. 
These components not only enhance your physical perfor-
mance but also elevate your confidence and overall well-
being. Consider the following routines:

Incline bench press
u Set an incline bench to a 30-degree angle.
u Take an overhead grip slightly wider than shoulder-

width apart and extend your arms to press the bar up.
u Lower it slowly to the top of your chest and then 

extend your arms back to the starting position.
u Focus on pushing the weight in a straight line, 

finishing directly above your chest. 
u Perform 5 sets of 4 reps at 85% 1RM.

Jump squat
uPosition a barbell on your shoulders and 

grasp it with an overhand grip. 
uStand with feet shoulder-width apart, 

then crouch down.
uStop when your thighs are just parallel to 

the floor, then forcibly extend your legs, 
exploding upwards to leave the ground 
slightly, toes pointed down.

uLand softly and sink straight into the next rep. 
uPerform 3 sets of 8 reps at 70% 1RM.

Chin-up
uGrab pull-up bars with an overhand grip. 
uExtend your arms, bending your knees if necessary, 

to hang from the bar. 
uPull your body up until your neck is level with your

hands, keeping your body straight. 
uLower yourself down until your arms and shoulders

are completely extended again, then repeat.
uPerform 3 sets of 8 reps.

Clean and jerk
uStand with a barbell in front of

you using an overhand grip.
uFlex at the knees so the bar

rests on your thighs. Shrug your 
shoulders to pull the barbell up.

uGet your body under the bar
and, squat slightly while 
pushing the bar overhead. 

uNow fully extend your legs 
before bending the knees to 
the start. Perform 3 sets of 10
reps at 70% 1RM.

Romanian deadlift
uStand with your toes under the barbell, feet 

flat on the floor and shoulder-width apart. 
uBend at the hips to grip the bar 

slightly wider than shoulder-width. 
Lift the bar, keeping your legs as 
straight as possible. 

uPull your shoulders back, then lower 
until your torso is parallel to the bar. 

uRepeat without putting the bar down. 
Perform 5 sets of 8 reps at 70% 1RM.

(Courtesy: menshealth.com)

Sprints
uWarm up by jogging for 

10 minutes on a treadmill. 
uNow stand with a foot either 

side of the conveyor. 
uSet the speed to a fast sprint 

(effort: 9 out of 10). 
uNow hold the rails and jump onto

the belt. Start sprinting and let go
of the rails once you’re steady. 

uSprint for 30 seconds, then jump
off and rest for 30 seconds. 

uRepeat for 10 minutes.
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