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Municipality
announces
Muscat Festival

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Muscat Municipality has an-
nounced the much-anticipated
Muscat Festival 2024, inviting
specialised companies to partici-
pate in various tenders for the
event.

The civic body called on com-
panies registered with Tender
Board to obtain further details
from the e-tendering website.

Muscat Festival 2024
promises an array of activities.
Key tender opportunities include
supplying, installing and operat-
ing advertising screens, organis-
ing and running theatres in
Qurum Natural Park, Naseem
Park and Amerat Park, and de-
signing and constructing these
theatre arenas.

Additionally, tenders have also
been floated for presentation of
drone shows, organising enter-
tainment activities, and conduct-
ing fireworks and the other
events.

Interested companies must
submit their bids via the e-ten-
dering website. The deadline for
purchasing tender documents is
August 17, 2024 and bid submis-
sion closes on September 3,
2024.

Muscat Festival 2024 is ex-
pected to be a major attraction,
offering a diverse range of cul-
tural, entertainment and techno-
logical activities that celebrate
Omani heritage and innovation.

Our Correspondent
Salalah

Archaeological excavations at
Natif Caves in Hasik, Dhofar
have unearthed evidence of the
oldest fishing community in the
Arabian Peninsula.

This was confirmed by find-
ings of fish and turtle remains in-
side the caves, and a piece of
rope that may be the oldest ever
found. Made of plant fibre, the
rope is estimated to be 9,000
years old.

Additionally, numerous flint
tools, beads and frankincense
beads were found.

French archaeological mission
‘Arabian Seashores’ has been
conducting excavations along
the Dhofar coast for the past ten
years in collaboration with the
Directorate General of Heritage
and Tourism in the governorate.

A French archaeological mission has been conducting excavations in Natif Caves for the past ten years (Supplied photos)

The Natif Caves are among
the most significant, spanning
various historical periods, in-
cluding the Late Paleolithic
(9,500 - 11,000 BC), Neolithic
(5,000 - 8,500 BC), Bronze Age

(3,000 - 5,000 BC) and the Is-
lamic era.

Ali bin Muslim al Mahri,
Head of Surveys and Archaeo-
logical Excavations Department
at Directorate General of Her-

itage and Tourism in Dhofar,
said, “The French mission is
studying human remains from
the Neolithic era and collecting
all remnants left by humans
since that period.” The team has

found collections of sharp ar-
rowheads made of flint and
bone, and perforated sea shells
used for adornment and jew-
ellery.

Studies by French National In-
stitute for Preventive Archaeo-
logical Research, headed by Dr
Vincent Charpentier, focused on
determining the age of geological
deposits to link these to the
estimated age of archaeological
finds. Techniques such as
analysis of catalytic radiation
of quartz, carbon isotope and
calcium deposit are used to
establish the timeframe of settle-
ments.

Mabhri informed that the team
found remains of the oldest
hunter in the Arabian Peninsula,
dating back 10,500 years. Shells
discovered in the area suggest it
was the first place where hunting
was practised since the Stone

Dhofar caves reveal oldest fishing
community in Arabian Peninsula

Age, indicating that the land ex-
tended further into the sea than
it does today.

The excavation team found
tools in the Natif Caves, including
ones used for cutting, digging
and scraping. Arrows and flint
heads were used to hunt deer
and other wild animals, alongside
fishing tools made of fish bone.
Beads and holes done in sea
shells were used to make neck-
laces and bracelets, or to deco-
rate clothes and hair. Bones of
sardines, catfish and sharks were
also found at the dig.

Mahri informed that there are
several archaeological sites in
Hasik which the Ministry of Her-
itage and Tourism plans to ex-
plore in the near future with the
aim of uncovering further histor-
ical treasures and insights into
the region's ancient communi-
ties.

Regional health
ministersrally to
prevent spread
of polioin Gaza

Cairo, Egypt - Health ministers
from across the Eastern Mediter-
ranean Region have united to ad-
dress the polio emergency in the
occupied Palestinian territory.
The urgent need for coordinated,
collective regional action to com-
bat circulating variant poliovirus
type 2 in the Gaza Strip was the
focus of the 11th meeting of the
Regional Subcommittee on Polio
Eradication and Outbreaks.

Dr Hanan Balkhy, WHO Re-
gional Director for the Eastern
Mediterranean, convened the
meeting, held virtually on July 25.

Confirmation of poliovirus
adds to the multiple threats faced
by children in the Gaza Strip, who
had access to robust routine vac-
cination services prior to the war
- and raises concerns about the
potential for widespread po-
liovirus transmission and para-
lytic polio, WHO stated.

While an estimated 99% of
children in the occupied Pales-
tinian territory received their third
dose of polio vaccine in 2022, this
fell to 89% in 2023 according to
the latest routine immunisation
estimates by WHO and the
United Nations Children's Fund.

Reflecting on her recent visit to
Gaza, Dr Hanan advocated joint

Security dilemmas intensify in
NATO's eastern flank

action to urgently halt further
spread of polio. I witnessed first-
hand living conditions that are
highly favourable for the spread
of polio and other diseases. This
is an important time for the sub-
committee to come together to
act swiftly and decisively to con-
tain this outbreak for the children
of Gaza.”

In attendance at the meeting
were health ministers from
Member States of the Eastern
Mediterranean Region, Global
Polio Eradication Initiative part-
ners and Unicef regional directors
for the Middle East and North
Africa and South Asia.

Offers of technical, logistic and
laboratory support for ongoing
testing of human and environ-
mental samples from the Gaza
Strip were pledged by Iraq, Jor-
dan, Saudi Arabia and Syria.

Iconic filming locations
become tourist attractions
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RAO wins World Music Competition

Edinburgh, Scotland - The Royal
Army of Oman (RAO) Music
Band has won first place in the
World Music Competition for in-
fantry and military bands held in
Scotland. The RAO band also se-
cured fifth place in a contest for
musical instruments held in
Dumbarton, competing against
128 teams from around the
world.

Col Ahmed Salim al Shukairi,
Director of the RAO Music Band,
said, “Oman took the lead in the
World Bagpipes and Drums
Competition in Scotland, winning
first place in the Infantry and Mil-
itary Discipline event and fifth
place in the musical instruments
contest. These results offer

strong incentive for the RAO
band in the upcoming World
Music Competition in Glasgow.”

On the occasion, Douglas
MacAllister, Mayor of Glasgow,

said, “This is the 25th anniversary
of the competition in Scotland,
and we are proud to once again
host this world-class musical
event with bands from all over

(ONA)

the world, including the Royal
Army of Oman, contesting the
trophy. We were very impressed
with the RAO band's skills and
outstanding performance.”

Low pressure system to bring rains from Tuesday

Muscat - The weather will be af-
fected by a low pressure system
originating in the Arabian Sea
starting Tuesday, July 30, the Di-
rectorate General of Meteorology
(MET) has stated.

In a statement, MET said the

latest forecasts and analyses
from the National Multi Hazard
Early Warning System indicate
that Oman'’s atmosphere will be
impacted by an extension of a
low pressure system beginning
on the evening of July 30 and

lasting till August 2. During this
period, cloud cover is anticipated
over most governorates. There is
likelihood of scattered rains of
varying intensity, which may oc-
casionally be accompanied by
thunderstorms. These weather

conditions are expected to lead to
overflowing wadis, potentially
causing flooding in certain areas.
Authorities have advised all to
stay informed through official
channels and take necessary pre-
cautions to ensure safety.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY
VS SATURDAY-SUNDAY

Oman has always struck a balance between tradition and
modernity in professional and family life. In recent times, a debate
has emerged over the Friday-Saturday weekend. Should Oman
shift to a Saturday-Sunday weekend, like the UAE has done and

in alignment with the business schedule of most other countries?
Here is what Muscat Daily readers said -

Ahmed Mahmoud
IT professional

Shifting to a Saturday-Sunday weekend could
enhance Oman'’s global business alignment,
making it easier for companies to engage with
international partners. This change could in-
crease economic opportunities and foster
stronger global relations, benefiting the nation's
economy.

Mohammad al Abri
Businessman

| do not agree with changing the weekend.
Maintaining a Friday-Saturday weekend re-
spects cultural and religious traditions, preserv-
ing Oman's unique identity. This schedule
allows citizens to observe Friday prayers and
maintain a balanced work-life harmony rooted
in local customs.

Sanjay Kumar
Chartered accountant

This is a tricky question. Chang-
ing the weekend may face resis-
tance from those accustomed t
the current schedule. It's crucia
consider the potential impact on local busi-
nesses, education and community life, ensuring
any change is carefully managed to minimise
disruption. However, the Sunday off will benefit
in the long term.

Nabeel al Balushi
Travel consultant

A Saturday-Sunday weekend could improve
tourism by aligning with global travel patterns,
making Oman more accessible to international
tourists. This shift might boost the hospitality
sector and contribute to economic diversifica-
tion.

Amr A Baabood
Group CEO, OITE Group

Of course, Oman should have implemented
the standard Saturday-Sunday weekend
decades ago, but better late than never. We all
know the logic of implementing the standard
weekend; we just need to make the decision
and join the rest of the world. Aligning with the
global business week improves trade and eco-

€» NEXTON
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nomic activities, as businesses and financial
markets in Oman would operate on the same
schedule as all other economies. Employees
benefit from having weekends that align with
international partners, leading to better com-
munication and fewer delays in multinational
projects. It will boost tourism, as it would be
easier for international tourists to plan their
trips. Students in Oman would have the same
weekend as many international schools, which
could be advantageous for academic collabo-
rations and exchange programmes. Families
with members working or studying abroad
could find it easier to stay in touch and visit, as
their weekends would align. There are plenty
more significant economic, social and opera-
tional benefits for advancing in this way. There
are no benefits/advantages with the current
format.

Syed Mujtaba Ahmad
Isinessman

Dman should not change weekends
1s the UAE is not a role model for
verything. Friday is a holy day for
‘uslims, and Oman is a Muslim
ntry that follows traditions. So, BIG
NO to Saturday-Sunday weekends.

Madiha Mazhar
Housewife

| think Oman should keep the Friday-Saturday
weekend. Being an Islamic country, Oman
should profess the amalgamation of both Is-
lamic and the worldly ways. Oman is cherished
for its landscape, nature, culture and traditional
values. Why become the usual when Oman is
special?

Muhammad Toseef
Civil engineer

| would strongly appreciate a Saturday-Sunday
weekend if implemented.

Basith
Engineer

| would support a shift to a Saturday-Sunday
weekend. Since UAE changed its weekend, we
are left with only four days to do business with
companies in UAE. It's the same scenario when
we connect with Europe, US, China, India etc.

Are you excited about Oman'’s participation
in the Paris Olympics? In which sport is the
Omani contingent most likely to win?

//ﬂ'
SEND US ON OUR
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91953774

The views stated here are those of the respondents and not endorsed by Muscat Daily. If you feel strongly
about the issues discussed here, you can email your comments to muscatdaily@apexmedia.co.om
You can also log on to our Facebook page or tweet us your comments on the issue.
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N Sharqiyah archaeological sites
to be turned into tourist spots

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Heritage and
Tourism (MHT) has decided to
transform several archaeological
sites in North Shargiyah into
tourist destinations.

The governorate, rich in his-
torical and cultural heritage, has
25 registered archaeological
sites, which reflect its deep his-
torical significance.

Efforts are underway to lever-
age these sites for tourism and
trade, officials informed.

Oman in general has been ag-
gressively promoting its heritage
sites for tourism purposes, which
not only helped it spread aware-
ness about the historical signifi-
cance of this country; but also
helped attract more tourists from
around the region and outside.

This in turn helped hotel sec-

tor greatly benefit with reports of
ever-increasing occupancy in the
post-COVID period.

North Shargiyah governorate
offers 47 hotel facilities with a
total of 1,044 rooms distributed
across various wilayats. They in-
clude ten hotels, ten tourist
camps, nine guest houses, 12
lodges, two rest houses and four
hotel apartments.

Last year, hotel occupancy
rates in this governorate ranged
between 60% and 90% during
the peak tourist season from Oc-
tober to March.

Mohammed bin Saif al
Riyami, head of the Tourism De-
velopment Department in North
Shargiyah, said that preparations
are in full swing for the upcoming
winter tourist season.

He highlighted the region's
popular tourist attractions, in-
cluding the Shargiyah Sands,
water-rich wadis, oases, sulphur
springs in the wilayat of Dima
Wa'al Taien, and the ‘Hawar’ wa-
terfalls in Wadi Bani Khalid as
the most visited places in the
governorate.

It also has ancient mountain
trails, numerous castles, forts,

popular markets, and historic
neighbourhoods such as the vil-
lages of Al Manzfah and Al
Qanater in the wilayat of lbra,
which offer tourists the opportu-
nity to explore in classic cars.

Khamis bin Salem al Maskari,
assistant director in the Depart-
ment of Heritage, North Shar-
giyah, pointed out some of the
region’'s most prominent archae-
ological sites. These include Al
Khashaba, Al Ghareen and Al
Salili sites in the wilayat of Mud-
haibi, and the Shanna site in the
wilayat of Al Qabil. He noted that
the Al Maysar and Samad sites
in Mudhaibi are among the old-
est, with their history dating back
to the third millennium BC.

MHT is collaborating with
other authorities to preserve
these archaeological sites and
uncover their treasures, officials
informed.

EA announcesnew
regulations for wild
animals in captivity

Muscat - Dr Abdullah al Amri,
chairman of the Environment
Authority, has issued an ad-
ministrative decision (no
150/2024) to regulate indi-
vidual possession of wild ani-
mals in captivity.

The new regulations define
wild mammals raised in desig-
nated centres or private pens,
whether local or imported, as
‘domesticated wild animals'.
The species brought under the
purview of the new decision
are Arabian gazelle, Arabian
sand gazelle, Nubian ibex, Ara-
bian tahr, and Arabian oryx.

Possession or transfer of
these animals requires a li-
cence from the Environment
Authority, it reminded.

To obtain a licence, an ap-
plicant must be an Omani na-
tional having suitable facilities
for breeding according to the
nature of each animal. They
must also adhere to all condi-
tions set forth in the regula-
tions and pay the prescribed
fees, the decision stated.

The authority will review li-
cence applications and make a
decision within 30 working
days. If an application is re-

jected, the decision will be ex-
plained; and the applicant can
appeal within 60 days, provid-
ing reasons and supporting
documents for fresh approval.

Licensees are required to
bear the transportation cost of
these animals and they must
obtain approval from the au-
thority before any transfer or
disposal. They must install mi-
crochips or ear tags on ani-
mals and avoid mixing them
with other species for breed-
ing purposes, EA stated. Fur-
thermore, releasing these
animals into the wild would
require the authority's ap-
proval, and any birth or death
must be reported.

‘Specialists from the au-
thority or an assigned com-
pany will conduct periodic
inspections of the facilities
where these animals are kept,’
EA informed.

The decision aims to en-
sure proper management and
conservation of wild animals
in captivity, aligning with
Oman's broader environmen-
tal and biodiversity goals.

It will come into effect after
180 days from July 29.

WHO delegation reviews
Oman's healthcare system

Muscat - The Ministry of Health
(MoH) welcomed a delegation
of experts from the WHQO's Re-
gional Office for the Eastern
Mediterranean and its headquar-
ters in Geneva on Sunday.

The visit of WHO experts to
the sultanate has been sched-
uled to review Oman's health-
care system, an official release
stated. ‘It is part of a joint effort
between the Ministry of Health
and the World Health Organiza-
tion to conduct a comprehensive
assessment of Oman’s health
system, one of the most ad-
vanced in the region.’

H E Dr Ahmed bin Salem al
Mandhari, Undersecretary for
Health Planning and Regulation
Affairs; H E Dr Saeed bin Hareb
al Lamki, Undersecretary for
Health Affairs; Dr Fatima bint

Mohammed al Ajmi, chairperson
of the Oman Medical Speciality
Board; Dr Nasser bin Hammad al
Azri, Director General of Human
Resources at MoH; and other
ministry officials were present in
Sunday’'s meeting.

The assessment aims to iden-
tify Oman'’s strengths, address
its weaknesses, evaluate its
health policies, and propose rec-
ommendations to enhance the
system’s overall performance.
The goal is to provide high-qual-
ity healthcare that meets the
needs of the population.

The ministry, in collaboration
with various relevant authorities,
is committed to improving the
quality of health services to en-
sure that the health system ef-
fectively responds to national
and regional needs.

Send your comments to
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Oman's bank credit up 3.2%

in May, deposits jump 9.2%

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Total outstanding credit ex-
tended by Oman'’s banking sector
grew by 3.2% year-on-year to
reach RO31.1bn at the end of May
2024, the latest statistics re-
leased by the Central Bank of
Oman (CBO) showed.

Of the total bank lending,
credit to the sultanate's private
sector grew by 3.1% year-on-year
to reach RO26.1bn as of May
2024, the CBO said in its
monthly statistical bulletin.

The shares of the non-financial
corporate sector and household
sector (mainly under personal
loans) in total private sector credit
stood at 45.4% and 45.3%, re-
spectively. The share of financial
corporations was 5.7%, and other
sectors received the remaining
3.6% of total private sector credit.

The growth in total banking
sector credit was mainly con-
tributed by Islamic banking enti-
ties while conventional banks
reported slow growth in lending.
The combined balance sheet of
conventional banks showed a
year-on-year growth of just 1.3%
in total outstanding credit as of
end-May 2024.

The conventional banks’ credit
to the private sector increased by
11% to RO20.3bn, while their
overall investments in securities
went up by 20.8% to RO5.6bn.
The conventional banks" invest-
ment in government develop-

ment bonds decreased by 9% to
RO1.9bn, while their investments
in foreign securities dramatically
increased by 80.6% to RO2.2bn
at the end of May 2024.

By contrast, Islamic banking
entities provided total financing
of RO6.4bn at the end of May
2024, recording a robust growth
of 16.7% over that a year ago.

The total assets of Islamic banks
and windows grew by 17.4% on
a year-on-year basis to RO7.6bn
and constituted about 18.1% of
the banking system's assets at
the end of May 2024.

Robust growth in
deposits
The data issued by the central

bank indicated that total deposits
held with the banking sector reg-
istered a robust year-on-year
growth of 9.2% to RO30.0bn at
the end of May 2024. Total pri-
vate sector deposits grew even
higher at a 14% rate to
RO20.4bn.

In terms of the sector-wise
composition of private sector de-
posits, the share of household
deposits stood at 50.4%, fol-
lowed by non-financial corpora-
tions at 29.4%, financial
corporations at 17.4%, and other
sectors at 2.8%.

Aggregate deposits held with
Oman'’s conventional banks in-

creased by 7.1% year-on-year to
R0O23.9bn at end-May 2024.
The government deposits with
conventional banks witnessed a
decrease of 3.8% to RO5.2bn.
Deposits from public enterprises
decreased 1.5% to RO1.7bn.

Private sector deposits, which
accounted for 67.8% of total de-
posits with conventional banks,
increased by 9.9% as of May
2024 to reach RO16.2bn.

Total deposits held with Is-
lamic banks and windows surged
by 23.5% to RO6bn as of May
2024,

Interest ratesrise
According to the CBO's data, the
weighted average interest rate
on Omani rial deposits with con-
ventional banks witnessed an in-
crease from 2.242% at end-May
2023 to 2.627% at end-May
2024,

On the other hand, the
weighted average lending rate
increased from 5.443% a year
ago to 5.621% in May 2024.

Meanwhile, the overnight
Omani rial domestic inter-bank
lending rate aso rose to 5.501%
in May 2024 from 5.295% a
year ago, the data showed.

‘Thisrise in interest rates is an
outcome of the increase in the
average repo rate for liquidity in-
jection by the CBO to 6.0% from
5.726% a year ago, moving with
US Federal Reserve,' the Central
Bank of Oman said in its monthly
bulletin.

Bank Muscat Money
Market Fund’s AUM
jumps 170%in 2024

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Bank Muscat Money Market
Fund, Oman’s first money market
fund, on Sunday announced that
its assets under management
(AUM) have crossed RO155mn
mark as on July 2, 2024, record-
ing robust AUM growth of over
170% during 2024.

The fund continues to retain
its top position as the largest
open-ended mutual fund in
Oman. At the end of Q2 2024,
Bank Muscat Money Market
Fund registered strong perfor-
mance with net annualised re-
turn of 5.35%, according to a
press statement.

The superior performance
and growth in the fund's AUM
are a testimony of the continued
patronage of its investors. The
fund continues to generate at-
tractive returns higher than the
typical alternatives available for
short to medium term invest-
ment with relatively lower risk.

Investors can subscribe to the
fund with a minimum subscrip-

tion amount as low as RO500
per transaction for both individ-
uals and institutional investors.
Moreover, the fund does not
charge any subscription or re-
demption fees.

Bank Muscat Money Market
Fund provides daily liquidity to
its investors and the flexibility to
redeem their investments
quickly and conveniently. This
ensures that investors have ac-
cess to their funds as and when
they need it. Further, investors
have the flexibility to withdraw
their investments, fully or par-
tially, together with the returns
and the total redemption pro-
ceeds are credited back into in-
vestors’ bank account within
two business days from the date
of submission of the redemption
request.

Bank Muscat Money Market
Fund predominately invests in
deposits and fixed-income in-
struments of leading financial in-
stitutions in Oman and the GCC
region and its investments are
primarily held in Omani rial and
US dollar.

Red Sea shipping crisis worsens
after Israel-Houthi attacks

Nik Martin

Maritime traffic through the Red
Sea - the vital waterway carrying
goods from Asia to Europe - had
already fallen by nearly 80%
when Yemen's Houthi rebels and
Israel escalated their spillover
conflict from the Gaza war last
weekend.

The Iran-backed Houthi mili-
tia recently attacked the Israeli
city of Tel Aviv from more than
2,000km to the south, killing one
person. Israel retaliated a day
later with its first-ever airstrikes
on Yemen's port city of Hodeida,
which the Houthis control, killing
six people and wounding 83 oth-
ers, the Health Ministry in
Yemen said.

Last year, the Houthis began
attacking ships in the Red Sea in
response to Israel's war against
Hamas in Gaza, forcing shipping
lines to reroute their vessels via
southern Africa.

Dozens of ships still
Ply Red Sea route
Despite the risk, some ships are
still opting for the Red Sea route,
with dozens of vessels still
traversing the waterway that, at
its narrowest point, is only 30km
wide. The website
marinetraffic.com showed more
than a dozen ships moving along
the Red Sea, with many more in
the Gulf of Aden and Arabian
Sea to the south of Yemen and
Oman.

"It was larger, international
container ships that were being
targeted [by the Houthis]," Emily
Stausboll, a senior shipping ana-
lyst at the Denmark-based
Xaneta consultancy, told DW.
"Smaller, regional vessels haven't
been fired at to the same extent."

Stausboll said despite the risk
of attack, smaller operators had
decided they could still traverse
the Red Sea "reasonably safely."

A US-led coalition is in the Middle East region to protect maritime trade

from Houthi attacks, as seen in this image taken of a Houthi helicopter (ow)

China and Russia were also
told privately by the Houthis that
their vessels would not be
touched, news agency
Bloomberg reported in March.
The attacks have also been less
severe on shipping carrying com-
modities on bulk carriers and
tankers, instead targeting con-
tainer ships.

Hodeida attack

While Hodeida, which sits along
the Red Sea in western Yemen, is
not a major stop for international
container ships, the facility is
Yemen's principal port and a vital
entry point for up to 80% of fuel
imports, food and other humani-
tarian aid to the Arabian Penin-

sula's poorest country.
Completed in 1961 with help
from the Soviet Union, Hodeida
was seized by the Houthis in
2015 during Yemen's civil war
and was attacked three years
later by Saudi Arabia, which led
the military campaign to restore
the country's former, internation-
ally recognised government. The
United Nations later agreed on a
package of $50.52mn to repair
damage to the port from the war.

Shipping costs
remain elevated

The rerouted trade avoiding the
Red Sea has meanwhile, caused
congestion at ports in Asia and
Europe and spiked shipping
costs. Rerouting ships around
South Africa's Cape of Good
Hope takes up to two weeks
longer than through the Suez
Canal - the extra fuel alone is es-
timated to cost $1mn per sailing,
according to LSEG Shipping Re-
search.

Container ship prices from the
post-COVID supply chainissues
helped spark inflation two years
ago and there are concerns an
escalation between Israel and
the Houthis could have a further
knock-on effect on consumer
prices.

DW

UAE, Morocco finalise Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agreement

Rabat, Morocco - The United
Arab Emirates and Morocco
have finalised the terms of a
Comprehensive Economic Part-
nership Agreement (CEPA) that
will launch a new chapter of mu-
tually beneficial trade and invest-
ment ties between the two
countries.

The conclusion of negotia-
tions was confirmed by the sign-
ing of a joint statement by Dr
Thani bin Ahmed al Zeyoudi,
UAE's Minister of State for For-
eign Trade, and Ryad Mezzour,
Minister of Industry and Trade of
the Kingdom of Morocco.

Upon implementation, the
UAE-Morocco CEPA will facili-
tate the free flow of goods and
services by reducing or removing
tariffs, eliminating unnecessary
barriers to trade, improving mar-
ket access for services, enhanc-
ing customs harmonisation and
establishing flexible rules of ori-
gin for goods.

It will also establish platforms
for investment and private-sec-
tor collaboration in priority sec-
tors such as renewable energy,
tourism, infrastructure, mining,
food security, transport, logistics,
and ICT.

The two nations shared

The UAE-Morocco free trade agreement will facilitate the free flow of goods and services by reducing or

removing tariffs and eliminating unnecessary barriers to trade (wam)

$1.3bn in non-oil trade in 2023,
an increase of 30% on 2022 and
83% more than was recorded in
2019. The UAE is the largest
Arab investor in Morocco with
more than $15bn invested in a
variety of strategic projects.

Dr Zeyoudi welcomed the lat-
est step in the UAE's foreign
agenda. He said, “The UAE-Mo-
rocco Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement is a valu-
able addition to our CEPA pro-
gramme. This agreement will

enable us to further develop
areas of mutual benefit, particu-
larly in sectors such as tourism,
energy, manufacturing and agri-
culture, and generate long-term
prosperity for both peoples. Mo-
rocco is one the largest and most
competitive economies in Africa
and we look forward to working
in unison to create new opportu-
nities for our private sectors.”
Morocco is the sixth largest
economy on the African conti-
nent. In 2023, its GDP was

$152.4bn and is expected to grow
by a further 3.5% in 2024. While
agriculture remains the largest
employer, the services sector is
the largest contributor to GDP
accounting for 54%, with the in-
dustrial sector contributing 23%.
The UAE's CEPA programme
aims to increase the country’s
non-oil foreign trade to AED4tn
by expanding relations with
strategically important markets
around the world.
WAM

Russia aims 38bcm gas exports to China in 2025

Moscow, Russia - Russia plans
to increase its annual natural
gas shipping capacity to 38bn
cubic meters (bcm) to China
next year, Russian Deputy En-
ergy Minister Sergey Mochal-
nikov announced.

The country’'s natural gas
deliveries to China via the
Power of Siberia pipeline sur-
passed planned targets last

year, Mochalnikov said.

Russia exceeded the planned
deliveries in 2023 by 800mn
cubic meters and reached
22.7bcm, he said.

A total of 68bcm of natural
gas has been shipped through
the Power of Siberia pipeline
since it became operational,
Mochalnikov added.

With oil pipelines to China

operating at full capacity, he
said that Russia is exploring in-
creased maritime oil exports to
the country from Black Sea and
Baltic Sea ports.

Russia is ready to support
companies in this regard, he
added.

The Power of Siberia
pipeline, built by Gazprom in
Eastern Siberia between 2015

and 2019, transports natural
gas from Russia's Yakutia re-
gion to China.

As exports to Europe, one of
Russia's main energy markets,
significantly reduced due to
sanctions, the country aims to
offset this decline by boosting
exports to Asian markets, espe-
cially China.

Anadolu Agency
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Trump vows US will be "Bitcoin superpower'

Washington, US - US Republican
presidential candidate Donald
Trump laid out his plan Saturday
to ensure that the US will be the
crypto capital of the planet and
the Bitcoin superpower of the
world.

"If crypto is going to define the
future, | want it mined, minted
and made in the USA," he told
the Bitcoin Conference in
Nashville, Tennessee. "It is not
going to be made anywhere
else."

"Bitcoin is going to the moon
and | want America to be the na-
tion that leads the way," he
added.

Trump said he is proud to be
the first major party nominee in
American history to accept do-
nations in Bitcoin and crypto.

"This is (like) the steel indus-
try 100 years ago," Trump said
about Bitcoin. "In 15 years, Bit-
coin has become the most valu-

Former US President Donald Trump made remarks at the Bitcoin Conference in Nashville, Tennessee on Saturday

able asset anywhere in the world,
it is already bigger than Exxon-
Mobil," he added, referring to the
largest energy company in the
us.

Trump described his reason
for taking the podium at the
much-anticipated conference by
cryptocurrency enthusiasts in
two words - "America First."

"If we don't do it, China and
others will doit. So, let's do it first
and let's do it right," said Trump.
"We cannot let China dominate.
| want the US to be first in tech-
nology, science, manufacturing,
artificial intelligence (Al) and
space.”

While Bitcoin mining con-
sumes a lot much energy, ac-
cording to critics, Trump said the
US will be producing more elec-
tricity in the future than its own
total consumption.

Trump noted that around
175mn people are involved in

some form of Bitcoin and cryp-
tocurrencies.

He criticised the US adminis-
tration of Joe Bide for regulations
on cryptocurrencies and the in-
dustry.

"In three and a half years, the
current  administration  has
waged a war on crypto and Bit-
coin like nobody has seen be-
fore,” he said. “They target your
banks, they choke on your finan-
cial services, they block Ameri-
cans from transferring their
money to exchanges, they slan-
der you as criminals.”

He also criticised Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris, who has be-
come the presumptive
presidential ~ candidate  of
Democrats after Biden withdrew
from the race.

"Kamala is worse than Joe.
She is a radical left lunatic," said
Trump. "She is against crypto.”

Trump also criticised the US

Securities and Exchange Com-
mission (SEC) because he said
the market watchdog is "obliter-
ating Bitcoin."

"The reason could not be
more clear because Bitcoin
stands for freedom, sovereignty
and independence from govern-
ment coercion,” he said. "The
Biden-Harris administration's re-
pression of crypto and Bitcoin is
wrong, and it is very bad for our
country, and it is quite un-Amer-
ican," he added.

Trump argued that if the Re-
publicans do not win the elec-
tion, "the country will be in bad
shape," adding, "We have to
fight and we have to win."

"| pledge to the Bitcoin com-
munity the day that | take the
oath of the office, Joe Biden-Ka-
mala Harris' anti-crypto crusade
will be over. It will end. It will be
done," he added.

Anadolu Agency

US consumer
sentiment at
lowest level in
S months

Washington, US - US consumer
sentiment in July stood at its
lowest level in eight months, ac-
cording to the final results from
the University of Michigan's
consumer survey.

The index of consumer senti-
ment decreased 1.8 points to
66.4 in July, from 68.2 in June.

The preliminary estimate re-
leased two weeks ago showed
the index at 66.0.

"July's reading was a statisti-
cally insignificant 1.8 index
points below June, well under
the margin of error," Surveys of
Consumers Director Joanne Hsu
said in a statement.”

"Sentiment has lifted 33%
above the June 2022 historic
low, but it remains guarded as
high prices continue to drag
down attitudes, particularly for
those with lower incomes," she
added.

Hsu noted that continued
election uncertainty is likely to
generate volatility in economic
attitudes in the months ahead.

Year-ahead inflation expecta-
tions, declined for the second
consecutive month, falling to
2.9% in July, from 3.3% in June.

Long-run inflation expecta-
tions, meanwhile, came in at 3%
,unchanged from last month.

India actively taking steps
to become global hub for
manufacturing: Lazard

New Delhi, India - India has
maintained its fastest economic
growth and is actively taking
steps to become a global manu-
facturing center, according to the
global financial services firm
Lazard.

In its latest report titled "Out-
look on Emerging Markets," the
global firm recognised India's
strong demographic dividend,
and said that the country will
reap the benefit of its younger
population, helping it to drive
growth until 2060.

"With a young and growing
labour force - nearly 80% of its
population is under the age of 50
- and a rising middle class with
real wage growth, India has a de-
mographic dividend tailwind, in
our view, and the country is pro-
jected to grow quickly until the
2060s," the report stated.

It said, "During his first two
terms, Modi's governments have
stabilised India's macroeconomy,
integrated millions of people into
the digital economy, and imple-

mented tax and other reforms."

The report further added that
PM Modi's pledge to turn India
into a developed country by
2047 will remain a key compo-
nent of his third term. However,
the report highlighted that India
still faces significant challenges in
the education and agriculture
sectors.

Notably, India has been mak-
ing efforts to strengthen its man-
ufacturing sector, as seen in the
Union Budget 2024-25.

To support the manufacturing
sector, this year's budget pro-
vided an extension of the limit for
Mudra loans from Rsimn to
Rs2mn. The government will pro-
vide financial support for setting
up of 50 multi-product food irra-
diation units in the MSME sector.
The government will facilitate the
provision of a wide array of ser-
vices to labour, including those
for employment and skilling, as
announced in the Union Budget
2024-25.

ANI
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MANAGEMENT DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS

For six-month period ended 30 June 2024 (1H2024), the
Company has recorded a profit after tax (PAT) of RO 11.40 million
as compared to RO 10.59 million earned in corresponding
period 2023 (1H2023). The profit after tax increased mainly due
to higher capacity charge and lower net finance cost in 1H2024
as compared to 1H2023.

Financial performance
Key financial performance indicators are shown below:

1H2024 TH2023

RO million RO million

Revenue 41.39 39.36
EBITDA 21.32 21.29
PEBIT 15.75 15.68
Profit after tax 11.40 10.59

1H2024 Profit after tax

Profit after tax has increased from RO 10.59 million in 1H2023
o RO 11.40 million in 1H2024.

A brief analysis and characteristics of the major components of
the profit or loss is presented below:;

Revenue

Power contributed 48% (excluding fuel charge), water 20% and
fuel charge 32% to the total revenue. Revenue was increased by
RO 2.04 million mainly due to increase in fixed capacity charge and
fuel charge as compared to the corresponding period previous
year, Axed capacity charge increased due to tariff inflation index
and leap year impact. Fuel charge revenue increased by RO
1.37 million mainly due to increase in gas price and increase in
plant load factor. Fuel charge revenue is a pass through and is
calculated based on consumnption of natural gas as computed by
the plant's contractual Fuel Demand Model. Actual heat rate is
better than the contracted Fuel Demand Model.

Cost of sales

Cost of sales mainly comprises depreciation of property, plant
and equipment, fuel cost, operations & maintenance (D&M)
cost and Long-Term Service Agreement (LTSA) cost. Cost of sales
increased by RO 1.89 million compared to the same period in
2023, mainly due to higher fuel cost, LTSA cost and D&M cost.
The increase in fuel cost was in line with the increase in the fuel
charge revenue. LTSA costs increased due to the increase in
chargeable Factor Fired Hours and increase in inflation index.
O&M costs increased due to increase in planned maintenance
of the plant.

Met finance cost

Met finance cost decreased by RO 0.94 million in 1H2024
compared to TH2023 due to the scheduled repayrment of part of
the term loan in line with the financing documents and higher
finance income.

Income tax expense

Incorne tax expenses increased due to increase in profit for
1H2024 as compared to the corresponding period previous
year.

Business outlook

We will remain focused on maximising shareholder returns
through a continued watch on the financial and operational
performance of the Company. The Company expects to achieve
its targeted results for the financial year 2024,

Statement of profit and loss and other comprehensive income

for the six-month period ended 30 June 2024

Unaudited Unaudived Unaudited Unaudited
For three Far three For six Far six
maonths maonths months maonths
period period period pericd
ended ended ended ended
30 June 30 june 30 June 30 june
2024 2023 2024 2023
RO RO RO RO
Revenue 22015164 21335091 41393931  39357.218
Cost of sales (13175,176) (12632,783) (25,424,956) (23,534,024)
Gross profit 8,839,988 B 702308 15968 975 15,823,194
Administrative and general expenses {160,059) (144,134) (380,818) {306,8.259)
Other income 83,848 97,273 157,681 168,445
Frofit before interest and tax B.763,777 8655447 15745838 15684810
Finance income 160,928 180,100 416,274 405,187
Finance costs {1,261,722) (1,724561) (2,693,857) (3631317}
Brofit before income tax 7,662,983 7110986 13,468,255 12458654
INCome tax expense {1,198,787) (1.058,502) (2,071,435 (1,872508)
Profit after tax for the period 6,464,196 6,042,484 11,396,830 10,586,143
Other comprehensive income
Items that may be reclassified to
profit or loss
Fair value of cash flow hedge
adjustments = gross 161,327 816,935 662,719 618,276
Reclassification to profit or loss - gross (192, 566) [178,969) (432,120) {178, 108)
Deferred tax asset on change In falr
value of cash flow hedge 4,682 (95,697) (34,590) (66,025)
Other comprehensive income for
the period {26,557) 542,269 196,009 374,143
Total comprehensive incame for
the period 6,437,639 6,584,753 11,592,829 10950,2M
Earnings per share:
Basic and diluted earnings per share 00068 0.0063 00119 .01

Statement of financial position as at 30 June 2024

Unaudited Unaudited Awcived
as at as at as at
30 June 30June 31 December
2024 2023 2023
RO RO RO
Assets
Non-current assets
Property, plant and equipment 232,795,673 243,366,424 238,116,589
Right of use assels 58B,682 634,170 &01,689
Derivative finandial instruments 107,923 223450 .
Total non-current assets 233,492 278 244,224,044 238,716,288
Current assets
Irmventaries 5,941,445 5,660,142 5,795,556
Trade and ather receivables 10,389,777 9,778,100 9,115,180
Current portion of derivative financial
instruments 434,725 622,247 456,508
Bank deposits 12,685,979 20,200,492 17,615,780
Cash and cash equivalents 5,694 568 4,092,040 1,326,499
Total current assets 35,146,494 41053021 34300523
Total assets 268,638,772 285,277,065 273,027 A1
Equity and Liabilities
Equity
Share capital 95,457,195 05457,195 05,457,195
Legal reserve 18,014,872 15,881,188 16,875,190
Retained earnings 56,338,440 46,681,002 48,467,732
Hedging reserve 445,853 718,840 245,844
Total equity 170,256,360 158,738,225 161,049,961
Liabilities
Non-current liabilities
Long term boans 38,653,414 61,849,112 50,787,450
Long term lease liabilities 613,122 575,694 593,820
Asset retirement obligation 838,197 805,414 811,813
Deferred tax liabilities 24,558 380 24,800,237 24,644,492
Deferred revenue 781,353 SR04 280,348
Derivative finandial instruments - - 137,837
Total non-current liabilities 65,444, 466 89,010,878 77,855,760
Current liabilities
Current portion of long term loans 23,517,264 25,873,449 23,517,264
Trade and other payables 7.216,162 590,918 6,810,040 =
Current tax payahle 2,204,520 1,963,595 3,794,786 E
Total current liabilities 31,937,946 37,527,962 34,122,090 H
Total liabilicies 98,382,412 126,538,840 111,977,-850 :
Total equity and liabilities 268,638,772 285,277,065 273,027 811 -
Net assets per share 0178 0.166 0169

Sembeorp Salalah Power & Water Company SAQG P.0. Box 1456, Salalah, Postal Code 211, Sultanate of Oman, Tel: +568 2323 8510; Fax: +963 2323 5512, www.sembcorpsalalah com.om
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Badr Al Samaa Group to inaugurate
new state-of-the-art hospital today

Badr Al Samaa Royal Hospital
(BRH), the flagship premium
hospital of Badr Al Samaa Group
of Hospitals situated in Ghubra, a
prominent neighbourhood in
Muscat, will be inaugurated on
Monday, officials informed.

BRH is all set to deliver quality
healthcare in a luxurious and
serene healing environment. This
premium hospital will be inaugu-
rated by H E Dr Ahmed Salim Saif
al Mandhari, Undersecretary for
Planning and Health Organisation
in the Ministry of Health (MoH),
as the chief guest. Faisal bin Ab-
dullah al Rawas, chairman of the
Board of Directors of the Oman
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry will be the guest of honour.

The event will be graced by
the presence of Dr Muhanna bin
Nasser bin Rashid al Musalhi, Di-

rector General of Private Health Speaking to the media re-

Institutions, MoH. Managing di-
rectors of Badr Al Samaa Group
of hospitals Abdul Latheef and Dr
P A Mohammed; executive direc-
tors Moiden Bilal and Firasath
Hassan; eminent dignitaries from
private and government sector,
top management of corporates
and insurance companies, senior
management of Badr Al Samaa
Group of Hospitals, media per-
sonnel and many others will wit-
ness this historic feat achieved in
the private healthcare sector of
Oman.

cently, Abdul Latheef, managing
director of Badr Al Samaa Group
of Hospitals shared the vision be-
hind setting-up this resource in-
tensive project of the group.

"It is the philosophy of Badr Al
Samaa Group of Hospitals to
make differentiating strides in the
private healthcare sector of the
Sultanate of Oman and be a
major contributor to the expecta-
tions set under the Vision 2040
and take the healthcare sector of
Oman to the heights where no
one would have to ever travel

outside the country for advanced
treatment,” he said.

“BRH is not just about its lux-
urious and classy infrastructure
but it is more about the world
class technology and exceptional
line up of doctors being housed in
it. It is about the type of the com-
plex procedures and surgeries we
are going to do here. It is about
the in-country value we are going
to create. It is about the time and
money we will save for the pa-
tients who otherwise have to
travel abroad. We are aiming at
cutting down 30% of the number

of patients travelling abroad for
the treatment.”

Dr P A Mohammed, another
managing director of the group,
stated that the new facility will
house seven centres of excel-
lence in which technology will be
at par with global standards and
doctors will be the most qualified
and experienced ones to ensure
that majority of the complex and
tertiary medical cases will be ad-
dress within the country itself.

These centres of excellence
are gastrointestinal digestive
health, surgical and advanced en-

doscopy, minimal access surgery,
urology, uro-oncology and an-
drology, orthopaedics, joint re-
placements and spine surgeries,
mother and child and emergency
and critical care.

BRH will house many other
specialities as well. "We are
proud to have many senior
Omani consultants and promi-
nent visiting doctors from India
and many other countries to be a
part of the clinical team of BRH."

BRH  executive director
Moiden Bilal said, “The new hos-
pital was completed in a record

time of one year for the exem-
plary efforts of the team. The
team worked day-in and day-out
to make this state-of-the art pre-
mium hospital ready in every
sense to create a difference and
be of much help to the deserving
patients of the Sultanate of
Oman.”

He further said that owing to
the vision of Badr Al Samaa
Group of Hospitals, “we are com-
mitted to bridging every gap in
the private healthcare sector and
make every technology, facility
and doctors available within

Oman and be a major contributor
to the growth of the country's
healthcare sector.”

Firasath Hassan, another ex-
ecutive director, told the media
that BRH represents 22 years of
legacy of its parent group Badr Al
Samaa Group of Hospitals.

To make sure the patients get
the best quality treatment, BRH
has established policies and pro-
tocols of the patient care and
quality inspired by the top health-
care accreditation bodies of the
world, Joint Commission Interna-
tional (USA) and Australian
Council on Healthcare Standards
(ACHS) International.

“Along with the line-up of the
highly qualified and renowned
doctors, unparalleled luxurious
ambiance, BRH is committed to
ensuring fast and personalised
services to give a feeling of com-
fort and relaxation to our pa-
tients,” he added.

Recently a brand identity un-
veiling ceremony of Badr Al
Samaa Royal Hospital (BRH) was
held under the patronage of H E
Dr Mandhari.

The philosophy of BRHs logo
stands on three elements, Care,
Smile and Hope. Caring is at the
heart of BRHs mission, it symbol-
ises compassion. Smile reflects
happy patients and their well-
being. Hope fuels patient jour-
neys, providing strength.
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Fund Performance

[Figures in OMR 30-Jun-24 30-Jun-23 | 31-Dec-23 |
Fund Incorre 119,215 15,746 873,005
Fund Expenses A0 G970 58,000 G432
Met Profit / (Loss] 265,245 487,647 T06, 663
Figures in OMR 30-Jun-24 30-Jun-23 31-Dec-23
MHet Asset Value 4,016,676 4,672,364 4,598,221
Units Outstanding 3,740,411 4,536,572 4,259,245
Met Asset Value per unit 1.074 1.030 1.080
Fund Performance (net of fees) 6.41% 11.60% 16.98%
MSC] ACWI INDEX 10.32% 12.80% 20095

| S&P GCC Composite Index 4.07% +BT% B.19%
Elended MSCI ACWI and S&P

GCC Composite Index 3.92% T.B3% 13.14%
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INTERIM STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION AS AT 30 JUNE 2024

FOR THE PERIOD ENDED JUNE 30, 2024

ASSETS
Current assets

meEnts at ".||' value '_|"|:_,:|,|(||'|

Cash and cach equivalents
Total asset

UNITHOLDERS FUNDS
|-|,| W capita

Hetained aamengs
Total unitholders' funds

LIABILITIES
Current liahbilities

Redermnption payable
Acoruals and other payabdes
Amipunds due (o related parties

Total liabilities

Total unitholders’ funds and lisbilities
Met aszot value perunit

INTERIM STATEMENT OF PROFIT OR LOSS AND OTHER
COMPREHENSIVE INCOME FOR THE SIX-MONTH

INCOME
Srvidend income 80,743 90,628 24,024
Realised gains on sale of investments
at fair value t e oss 197,692 85,033 157.542 7.780
Unrealised gains on investments a
fair value th roigh |‘:'|,‘:!:|[ of hoss 37004 27247 F0, 63 156,755
nerest Income 513 35 3919 2003
Hedempiion charges 328 ] 13 21
Foreign exchange gains {net) 925 494 2757 803
115,215 2,402 545,746 262,350
EXPEMNSES
Management fees 12; (5. 753) (12736 6,553)
Aedrmiriistration fees 10,189) 4, T07) (10,4300 5.351)
Advisory fees 16, 1845) {4,707 5. 349)
Custodian service fees 3,055} {1.485] 2008 1,531}
vestors Commitbes’s meeting
attendance fees 7 2,089] 4,165 2.0r54)
Brokerage COMIMmiSshon expenses L] 2,00 ST5 r22)
General and sdministratie expensss [54-18) (2007 6,565 3,343)
Performance lees 9712 9,712
49.970) 22 T SE,005 14 ,677)
Net profit for the period 268,245 89,636 487 647 22773
Earmings per unit 0066 002 0107 0.050
Moe:

The complete accownts, either in Arabic and English as requested,

will be sert by mail within 7 days of request to any unitholder who
reqquessts the Fund at the address: PO Box 782, PC 131, Sultanate of Omean,
Tel: +968 24822327, Fax : +968 JM822390

Box 782, PLC 131,

Sultanate o nan, Phone: [ ™

Fax: ( 968) 24822390, E-mail: fincor
Website: www.fincorp.org
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INCORP

30 June 30 June 31 December
2024 2023 2023
RO RO RO
(unaudited) {unaudited) taudited)
3,518,300 4,287.373 4.470,1682
173,743 223,422 213262
347,712 218,543 185,154
4,039,755 4,729 238 4 B8 503
3, 740871 4534572 4,254,245
175,845 135,792 138972
4016670 4672364 4598221
177370

4 1590 555
15,642 43284 B7462
23,079 56,874 270,382
4,039,755 4,729 338 4 868 507
1.074 1.030 1,080
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Improvements across
Oman Business Platform
to enhance efficiency

The Ministry of Commerce, In-
dustry, and Investment Promo-
tion (MoClIIP) has announced
the introduction of new improve-
ments and facilitation measures
for several services provided to
investors and businessmen
through the Oman Business Plat-
form (OBP).

This initiative is part of the
ministry's efforts to simplify,
streamline, and expedite busi-
ness transactions by redevelop-
ing procedures and reducing
necessary requirements.

These improvements aim to
simplify business sector services
related to commercial activities,
saving time and effort for in-
vestors and business owners.
This allows them to complete
their transactions more quickly
and efficiently, while also en-
hancing the business environ-
ment in Oman and attracting
more local and foreign invest-
ments.

The improvements include
services such as commercial reg-
istration, updating commercial
registry information, and trans-

ferring ownership of the com-
mercial registry.

Additionally, enhancements
have been made to licensing ap-
plications and the registration of
companies under the Foreign
Capital Investment Law. These
updates include streamlining
procedures and reducing re-
quired conditions, which con-
tribute to a better user
experience and faster and more
effective transaction processing.

Ultimately, this supports the
investment environment in
Oman and attracts additional in-

vestments.

The ministry confirms its on-
going commitment to assessing
and improving the services pro-
vided based on investors' feed-
back and needs, with the aim of
providing an integrated and easy
experience that supports eco-
nomic growth and contributes to
achieving sustainable develop-
ment.

It is noteworthy that the num-
ber of transactions completed
through the Oman Business Plat-
form reached 487,300 during
the first half of 2024.

Papa John's Pizza Oman launches
‘Everything at Half Price’ campaign

Papa John's Pizza Oman is ex-
cited to announce its upcoming
promotional event: Everything at
Half Price.

From July 27 to August 2,
pizza enthusiasts across Oman
can enjoy a fabulous 50% dis-
count on all menu items at Papa
John's Pizza Oman, making it the
perfect opportunity to savour
their favourite pizzas and sides at
an incredible value.

"Our Everything at Half Price
promo is our way of giving back
to our loyal customers and invit-
ing new ones to experience the

quality and flavour that Papa
John's Pizza Oman is known for,”
said Joseph Joseph General Man-
ager Papa Johns Qatar & Oman.

“We are thrilled to offer this

special discount period as a
token of appreciation for their
continued support.”

The latest campaign opens
50% discount on all menu items,
including signature pizzas like
Spicy Chicken Ranch, Pepperoni
Pizza and Hawaiian BBQ
Chicken, as well as delicious
sides such as Cheese sticks and
Chicken Wings., This promo not
valid on Combo meal.

Customers can place their or-
ders by calling up 24237272 or
whatsapp at 95487272, or by
visiting any store in Oman.
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Lulu celebrates Oman-India trade
relations with exclusive promotion

Lulu, the leading hypermarket
chain in Oman, has begun a new
promotion to celebrate the finest
flavours of India.

In collaboration with the In-
dian Embassy and APEDA, Lulu
will be offering a wide selection of
premium Indian Basmati rice,
meat and poultry products at ex-
ceptional value on a wide range.

This event was inaugurated by
H E Amit Narang, Ambassador of
India to Oman in the presence of
senior delegates from APEDA,
and Lulu Oman management at
Lulu Baushar on July 23, arelease
stated.

Speaking at the inauguration,
the Indian Ambassador empha-
sised on the importance of the
historic and robust trade collab-
oration between Oman and India
and hoped that initiatives like
these will further the cause. India
is acknowledged as an agricul-
tural powerhouse with exports to
over 200 countries.

“We are delighted on being a
facilitator with APEDA, the apex
body for export of agriculture,
meat and poultry products from
India to have aggregated more
than 30 exhibitors for this event.”

He even appreciated Luly, the
leading retailer with an un-
matched presence in Oman and
expressed confidence that this

event will help propagate the
strength of the Indian produce to
customers in Oman.

“"We are very happy to associ-
ate with the Indian Embassy on

this unique initiative and are quite
confident that this will provide a
fillip to the agriculture and poultry
sectors back in India,” said
Ananth A V - Director Oman &

India, Lulu Hypermarket. “This
event is a wonderful example of
how food can connect people
across borders and will also offer
Lulu customers a window to ex-

perience the quality of these
products from India,” he added.
Basmati rice, known as the
‘King of Rice', is a long-grain vari-
ety prized for its delicate aroma,

exquisite taste, and fluffy texture.
Grown in the fertile areas of India,
Basmati rice is cultivated using
traditional methods that have
been perfected for generations.

HE AMIT NARANG

Lulu will present a diverse se-
lection of popular Indian Basmati
rice brands during the event and
customers can discover the per-
fect Basmati rice to elevate their
everyday meals or create an un-
forgettable Indian feast.

This promotion also features a
delightful selection of Indian
poultry products. Renowned for
their freshness and flavour, Indian
meat and poultry offerings are a
healthy and versatile protein
source.

As part of this campaign, Lulu
is showcasing a variety of prod-
ucts, perfect for creating classic
Indian curries, biryanis, or tan-
doori favourites.

Sports Spark begins
summer camp for kids

Muscat Governorate pursues to
provide the best summer experi-
ences for children to fill their va-
cation times.

The summer camp activities,
accompanying the ‘Sports Spark
2024' event, were launched at
the Oman Convention and Exhi-
bition Centre. It will run until Au-
gust 24, from 9am to 1pm, for
children in the age group 6 to 14
years. The camp activities in-
clude a variety of recreational
and educational activities and
events. They include sports ac-
tivities such as football, bad-
minton, basketball, volleyball,
and ninja challenge.

In addition to other games,
such as electronic and board

games, arts and crafts, learning
life skills, ninja challenges, and
many more. These activities
come within the framework of
Muscat Governorate's keenness
to encourage children to practice
sports and physical activities,
and offer an enjoyable and
healthy experience for them dur-
ing the summer vacation.

It gives them the opportunity
to practice new sports and par-
ticipate in inspiring educational
activities. Also, friendships'
forming and strengthening social
relationships by participating in
different sports teams.

Summer camp activities are
being held at the Oman Conven-
tion and Exhibition Center.

SOHAR begins 2nd ‘Maseer’ programime
to enrich minds of young innovators

SOHAR Port and Freezone's pio-
neering summer programme
‘Maseer' 2024 has commenced,
welcoming more than 350 stu-
dents from the wilayats of Liwa
and Suhar.

This year's three week-long
initiative, conducted in partner-
ship with Kidcity, aims to provide
students in grades 5 to 11 with
advanced technical knowledge
tailored to meet the demands of
tomorrow's burgeoning indus-
tries.

As the second edition of this
programme, Maseer is set to fos-
ter development in innovative
thinking, adaptability, and confi-
dence, nurturing young minds to
think outside the box and de-
velop innovative solutions.

It will arm the youth of the na-
tion with the tools and skills
needed to navigate an ever-
evolving technical landscape and
enable students to excel both in-
dividually and as part of a team.

Building on the success of
2023's inaugural programme,
which featured a diverse array of
workshops covering essential

topics such as on cybersecurity,
artificial intelligence (Al), cloud
data, smart cities development,
web development, Arduino pro-
gramming, 3D computer-aided
design (CAD), photography and
photo editing and renewable en-
ergy solutions, this vyear's
Maseer programme has been
enhanced with even more spe-
cialised training workshops, led

by renowned experts in their re-
spective fields.

Students will have the unique
opportunity to apply their new-
found knowledge by creating in-
novative projects and
presentations, further honing
their skills and pushing the
boundaries of their creativity.

"Youth are agents of change
and progress. Investing in their

future is not only a responsibility
but a privilege,” expressed Mo-
hammed bin Ali Shezawi, Vice
President of People and Support
Services at SOHAR.

“Through the Maseer pro-
gramme, we aim to nurture the
next generation of innovators,
problem-solvers and leaders
who will shape the future of
Oman. By equipping these tal-

ented students with the skills and
knowledge they need to thrive in
an increasingly competitive job
market and ever-evolving digital
world, we are empowering
Oman's youth to become the
driving force behind our nation’s
success and prosperity.”

Maseer programme is part
and parcel of SOHAR's commit-
ment to advancing social welfare
and socio-economic community
development centred on culti-
vating a culture of innovation and
knowledge-sharing. By investing
in education and vocational
training through programmes
such as Maseer, SOHAR aims to
promote sustainable progress,
support job creation, and enable
the youth to reach their full po-
tential.

As one of the fastest-growing
ports in the world, SOHAR Port
and Freezone continues to lever-
age on its strategic location and
enhance its services, positioning
itself as a key logistics hub within
the region and across the world
boasting container, liquids, dry
and break-bulk terminals.

Amouage

Amouage, the Omani High Per-
fumery House, has introduced its
special frankincense oil to the au-
dience and attendees at the Har-
rods fragrance week in London.

The Wadi Dawkah Omani
Frankincense Essential Oil was
initially revealed by Amouage
exclusively to industry profes-
sionals attending the World Per-
fumery Congress held in Geneva,
Switzerland, in June.

‘Now, the house unveiled the
natural ingredient to a different
and broader audience as part of
Harrods fragrance week for
members of the press and key
partners’, the company stated in
arelease.

The historic yet visionary Lon-
don luxury department store,
known for its grandeur and home
to the Salon de Parfums, always

presents VWadi Dawkah frankincense oil at Harrods

had the philosophy to curate an
extensive and exclusive assort-
ment of products from around
the world.

It was the first time that
Amouage provided a unique op-
portunity to experience the pure,
raw, natural ingredient: The
Wadi Dawkah Omani Frankin-
cense Essential Oil. Offering a
rare experience usually exclusive
to perfume professionals, the au-
dience was exposed to some-
thing unique in its purest form
before it will be used by per-
fumers in their future and fine
creations.

Amouage, known for creating
some of the finest fragrances
around the world, created the
Wadi Dawkah Omani Frankin-
cense Essential Oil in collabora-

tion with the exclusive

ingredients partner dsm-fir-
menich. The essential oil has a
unique olfactory profile that in-
tends to inspire contemporary
creations in fine perfumery,

blending tradition and innovation
and building bridges between
heritage and posterity.

The collaboration
chronicity between

in syn-
dsm-fir-

menich and Amouage aims to
make the Wadi Dawkah Omani
Frankincense Essential Qil avail-
able in Amouage creations while
it also holds the promise of

broader availability to other fine
perfumery houses that share the
house's values of excellence and
authenticity.

The natural ingredient is one
of the outcomes of a larger pro-
ject in Oman'’s Southern region

that has fallen under the patron-
age of Amouage since the end of
2022: The Wadi Dawkah Un-
esco World Heritage Site. A pro-
tected sanctuary on whose

n London

lands, every day and for cen-
turies, thousands of Boswellia
sacra trees witness a new sun-
rise and shed a tear as they se-
cret the aromatic frankincense
resin, the purest element of their
wood. From this resin, the Wadi

Dawkah Omani Frankincense Es-
sential Qil is distilled.

The aim is now to establish
the essential oil distillation unit
on the site.



08 | MUSCAT DAILY | MONDAY, JULY 29, 2024

Edge of conflict: Security dilemmas
intensifying in NATO's eastern flank

Istanbul, Turkey - The new secu-
rity pact between Poland and
Ukraine, alongside the US$2bn
military aid package from the US
to Poland, significantly intensifies
the defence landscape in Eastern
Europe. Concurrently, China's
military drills in Belarus, coincid-
ing with the recent NATO sum-
mit, add layers of complexity to
the geopolitical situation. These
developments raise a critical
question: Could the dangerous
spillover effects of the war in
Ukraine escalate into a wider
conflict that might embrace the
entire continent?

Security risks

NATO's bolstered presence in
Eastern Europe, especially in
Poland and the Baltic states, pre-
sents a paradox: On paper, it acts
as a deterrent against Russian ex-
pansion for these nations, yet
Moscow views it as a provoca-
tion. Poland's initiative to inter-
cept Russian missiles and drones
over Ukrainian airspace, while
theoretically enhancing its secu-
rity, actually puts it in a vulnerable
position. Additionally, by training
Ukrainian soldiers, Poland deep-
ens its ties with Ukraine, possibly
making itself a target for Russian
reprisals. These developments
necessitate Poland working
closely with its allies to further
strengthen its defences.

The US's US$2bn military as-
sistance loan to Poland under-
Washington's
commitment to  bolstering
NATO's eastern flank. This fund-
ing is designed to modernise
Poland's military capabilities, os-
tensibly preparing it for potential
threats. However, it also signals
to Russia that NATO is pushing

scores

Soldiers move with tanks through the Vistula River with a portable military bridge during the DRAGON-24 NATO military defense drills on March 4, 2024 in Korzeniewo, Poland

the envelope eastwards and
ready for any potential conflict.
Poland's readiness for full-
scale conflict has become a
pressing concern, emphasised by
Army Chief of Staff General

Wieslaw Kukula's recent state-
ments. Amid escalating tensions,
Warsaw has boosted its defence
spending to over four per cent of
its GDP this year in response to
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

Since February 2022, Poland has
provided significant military aid
to Ukraine, including tanks,
fighter jets, combat helicopters,
artillery systems, and air defence
missile systems worth over
US$4.4bn, underscoring its com-
mitment to securing its borders
from Russian influence.

Amid Poland's efforts to rein-
force defences and its deepening
military ties with  Ukraine,
NATO's strategic focus on
strengthening its eastern flank

gains urgency amidst tensions,
which are further complicated by
China's recent military manoeu-
vres near NATO's borders.
China's military exercises with
Belarus near NATO's eastern
frontier, aligned with the NATO
summit on Ukraine, signal a stark
warning from Beijing amid esca-
lating tensions. This marks the
first such drill since Russia's 2022
invasion of Ukraine, stirring ap-
prehensions among NATO's
Baltic members. This action in-

troduces added complexity to an
already delicate security land-
scape, where errors could trigger
unintended outcomes. The tim-
ing and location of these drills are
strategically chosen to convey a
political message, highlighting
their purpose beyond mere mili-
tary training, as analysts suggest.
Amid increasing verbal con-
frontations from the transatlantic
alliance directed at Beijing,
China’s involvement in drills with
Belarus, a close ally of Russia,

serves as a forceful reminder of
its military prowess and readi-
ness to respond if necessary.

The broader
implications

EU countries bordering Russia
are all NATO members, and Rus-
sia would not want to see the war
expanding to these borders.
However, one must admit that
Russia is the most prepared
country for such a war in terms of
military production capacity. The
importance of NATO's Article 5
lies in its deterrence before it is
put into practice; testing it would
be a great risk for both sides and
devastating for the world. That is
why both sides are cautious while
taking their steps very slowly.

Pentagon spokesman Major
General Pat Ryder explained the
US stance on restricting Ukraine
from using long-range ATACMS
missiles in Russia, emphasising
the need to prevent unintended
consequences and escalation
that could extend the conflict be-
yond Ukraine's borders.

Does Europe face a challenge
in navigating a world where the
distinctions between allies and
adversaries are increasingly am-
biguous, balancing between
preparing for war and tirelessly
pursuing peace to render such
preparation unnecessary?

As Europe braces for potential
escalations, the line between an
all-out regional war and broader
European involvement becomes
increasingly blurred. The steps
taken by Poland, NATO, and the
EU underscore a determination
to prevent the spread of war, but
they also highlight a dangerous
trend toward escalation.

Anadolu Agency

Philippines’ drug war victim
receives shred of justice

Manila, The Philippines - At 51
years old, Mary Ann Domingo
has finally fulfilled her lifelong
dream of graduating from high
school. However, she wishes
her son, Gabriel, and husband,
Luis, could have attended her
graduation.

Past midnight on September
15, 2016, a group of 15 to 20
men, some police in uniform,
and others in plain clothes wear-
ing masks, burst into Domingo's
home for what they claimed was
a drug bust operation.

It was the height of the Philip-
pines' anti-drug campaign
launched by former President
Rodrigo Duterte, and Luis was
their target. Domingo said she
and her children were dragged
out into the street. But Gabriel,
19, refused to leave his father.
The police shot and killed them
both, claiming the two men had
resisted arrest.

In June, four policemen in-
volved in the incident were con-
victed of homicide by a court in
Caloocan City, north of Manila.
However, filing a case against the
police for allegedly killing her hus-
band and son came at a heavy
price. For eight years, Domingo
and her family have been con-
stantly moving from threats as
part of an informal witness pro-
tection programme loosely or-
ganised by religious groups and
human rights organisations.

“We were exhausted,” said
Domingo, adding that, as wit-
nesses to the killing, she and her
family felt unsafe and fled their
home. The scale of the drug-re-
lated killings left religious organ-
isations scrambling to provide
sanctuary for the dozens of fam-

Mary Ann Domingo holds a portrait of her husband and son (pw)

ilies of those killed.

“They were all so scared.
They did not know where they
could go or who they could trust.
They just knew that they had to
run,” Jun Santiago, a Redemp-
torist Brother at the Baclaran
Church, told DW.

Years searching
for justice
Kristina Conti, secretary general
of the National Union of People’s
Lawyers, has been Domingo's
lawyer since 2018. She told DW
how Domingo turned her grief
into challenging the authorities.

“It was groundbreaking for
the family of those killed to sue
the police. When we filed the
case, there was a small shred of
hope,” said Conti. She added
that despite occasional doubts
whether the case would move
forward, Domingo ‘never wa-
vered in her fight for justice’.

Conti said officials tried to
cover up police responsibility in
the drug war killings.

"We expected a cover-up and
encountered it in many ways: in-

complete evidence, withheld
documents, a shoddy investiga-
tion into the legitimacy of the
police operations,” she said.

Domingo's witness testimony
was their strongest piece of evi-
dence. To bolster her testimony,
the bodies of Gabriel and Luis
were exhumed for a post-
mortem autopsy to determine
the cause of death. The findings
of the Philippines’ premiere
forensic pathologist, Dr Raquel
Fortun, revealed that the men
sustained multiple gunshots in-
dicating an intent to kill.

Santiago was with Domingo
during the exhumation and
forensic autopsy.

“The forensic autopsy was
necessary to gather more evi-
dence, but it was incredibly trau-
matising for Mary Ann to see her
son and husband like that,” said
Santiago.

On her graduation day,
Domingo was surrounded by her
family. Eight years ago, they had
consoled each other when
Gabriel and Luis were buried.
DW

Deal inked to counter N Korea

Tokyo, Japan - The defence chiefs
of Japan, the US and South Korea
on Sunday signed a memoran-
dum to counter North Korea's
‘nuclear and missile threats’ and
other regional security challenges,
Kyodo News reported.

The memorandum is aimed at
institutionalising the trilateral de-
fence cooperation to sustain pol-
icy consultations,
information-sharing and joint ex-
ercises.

"By signing this memorandum,
our trilateral cooperation ... has
become more solidified and will
not waver, even under changes in
international  circumstances,”
Japan's Defence Minister Minoru
Kihara told reporters following his
meeting with US Defence Secre-
tary Lloyd Austin and South Ko-
rean Defence Minister Shin Won
Sik in Tokyo.

The agreements in the memo-
randum on the Trilateral Security
Cooperation Framework, which
has already come into effect, in-

clude those on taking turns host-
ing ministerial meetings every
year and closely sharing real-time
information about North Korean
missiles, according to Kihara.
The move comes amid rising
tensions in the South China Sea
amid clashes between Chinese
and Philippine vessels. Tokyo,
Washington and Seoul have been
concerned about China's mar-
itime claims in the South China

Sea, while calling for peace and
stability over Taiwan, a self-ruled
democratic island that Beijing sees
as its ‘break away’ province.

The three ministers, in a joint
press statement, also expressed
‘grave concern over the increasing
military and economic coopera-
tion between North Korea and
Russia, vowing to deter nuclear
and missile threats posed by Py-
ongyang. In a thinly-clad reference

to China's assertiveness in the
East and South China seas, they
‘strongly’ opposed any unilateral
attempts to change the status quo
in the waters of the Indo-Pacific.
Earlier, the defence chiefs of
South Korea and Japan also held
bilateral talks. It was the first visit
by South Korea's defence chief to
Japan's Defence Ministry in 15
years.
Anadolu Agency

Turkey to deploy military in Somalia

Ankara, Turkey - The Turkish
parliament approved a Presiden-
tial motion to deploy the military
in Somalia for two years to sup-
port security against terrorism
and other threats under the
Turkey-Somalia defence coop-
eration agreement.

The motion, signed by Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan, said
Turkey has been providing train-
ing, assistance and advisory sup-
port in Somalia for more than 10
years to ensure security and sta-
bility and to help restructure that
country's defence and security
forces to combat terrorism.

The motion highlights that
since 2009, the Turkish army
has been actively supporting in-
ternational efforts to combat

piracy, armed robbery and mar-
itime terrorism in the Gulf of
Aden, off the coast of Somalia
(excluding Somali territorial wa-

ters), the Arabian Sea and adja-
cent regions.

The support is based on the
Convention for the Suppression
of Unlawful Acts against the
Safety of Maritime Navigation
and the UN Security Council res-
olution of December 16, 2008.

The mandate was most re-
cently extended by the Turkish
parliament on January 17 for an-
other year.

The motion notes that Turkey
will command Combined Task
Force-151 for the seventh time
starting in July.

Anadolu Agency
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Attacks across
Blue Line must
stop: UN envoy

Washington, D.C., US - The UN
special coordinator for the Mid-
dle East peace process on Sunday
condemned an ‘abhorrent rocket
attack’ on the northern part of the
occupied Golan Heights.

“I urge all to exercise maxi-
mum restraint. The launching of
rockets across the Blue Line must
cease immediately. The Middle
East is on the brink; the world and
the region cannot afford another
open conflict,” Tor Wennesland
wrote on X on Sunday.

Children continue to bear the
burden of the ‘horrific violence'
plaguing the region, he added.

Meanwhile, the UN mission in
Lebanon warned on Sunday of a
‘wider conflagration’ between Is-
rael and Hezbollah following the
deadly attack on the town of Ma-
jdal Shams in occupied Golan
Heights.

In a joint statement, UN Spe-
cial Coordinator for Lebanon
(UNSCOL) Jeanine Hennis-
Plasschaert, and head of UN In-
terim Forces in Lebanon (UNIFIL)
General Aroldo Lazaro Saenz,
condemned ‘the death of civilians
- young children and teenagers -
in Majdal Shams'.

They urged 'the parties to ex-
ercise maximum restraint and to
put a stop to the ongoing intensi-

fied exchanges of fire'.

"It could ignite a wider confla-
gration that would engulf the en-
tire region in a catastrophe
beyond belief,” they added.

Meanwhile, the Israeli army
killed 66 more Palestinians in at-
tacks in the Gaza Strip, taking the
overall death toll to 39,324 since
last October 7, the Health Min-
istry in the enclave said on Sun-
day. A ministry statement added
that some 90,830 other people
have been injured in the assault.

“Israeli forces killed 66 people
and injured 241 others in three
‘massacres’ against families in
the last 24 hours,” the ministry
said.

“Many people are still trapped
under rubble and on the roads as
rescuers are unable to reach
them,"” it added.

Flouting a UN Security Council
resolution demanding an imme-
diate ceasefire, Israel has faced
international condemnation amid
its continued brutal offensive on
Gaza since an October 7, 2023
attack by Palestinian group
Hamas.

Over nine months into the Is-
raeli war, vast tracts of Gaza lie in
ruins amid a crippling blockade of
food, clean water and medicine.
Anadolu Agency

11 killed in missile strike on
Golan Heights, claims Israel

Jerusalem - At least 11 people
were killed and 37 others injured
in a missile attack on the northern
part of the occupied Golan
Heights, the Israeli authorities
claimed on Saturday.

While an Israeli army
spokesperson accused Hezbollah
of the attack, the Lebanese group
denied responsibility.

"Our intelligence is clear.
Hezbollah is responsible for the
killing of innocent children in Ma-
jdal Shams,” Israel's military
spokesman Daniel Hagari said on
Saturday, vowing a response.

Hezbollah, however, ‘categor-
ically denied' any role in the
deadly attack, which comes amid
heightened tensions between the
two warring sides.

Israel's national ambulance
service Magen David Adom said
in a statement that 11 people
were killed and 37 others injured
due to the missile falling on the
town of Majdal Shams in the
northern Golan Heights.

It added that 17 of the injured
are in 'serious’ condition.

For its part, the Israeli army
said in a statement that Israeli he-
licopters and army forces, in co-
operation with Magen David
Adom, are working to evacuate
the dead and wounded from Ma-
jdal Shams.

Meanwhile, Israeli Channel 12
reported that Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu is following
the operation in Majdal Shams.

Earlier, the Israeli army said
that a missile, and not a drone,
was fired at Majdal Shams.

“The Islamic Resistance in
Lebanon categorically denies the
claims made by some enemy
media and various media plat-
forms about targeting Majdal
Shams,” the Lebanese group

Hezbollah said in a statement.

Tensions have risen along
Lebanon’s border with Israel
amid cross-border attacks be-
tween Hezbollah and
forces as Tel Aviv presses ahead
with its deadly offensive on the
Gaza Strip, which has killed
nearly 39,300 people since last
October following a Hamas at-
tack.

Israeli

‘Will pay heavy price’
Meanwhile, Israel PM Ne-
tanyahu threatened to make

Hezbollah pay a ‘heavy price’ for
the missile attack.

Netanyahu's office said he
spoke via telephone with Sheikh
Mowafaq Tarif, the spiritual
leader of the Druze community in
Israel and told him that Tel Aviv
‘will not overlook’ the attack.

"Hezbollah will pay a heavy
price which it has not paid up to
now,” said Netanyahu, without
providing details.

Netanyahu decided earlier to
expedite his return from Wash-
ington to Tel Aviv after the attack.

He was scheduled to return on
Sunday.

Netanyahu has been since
Monday on a visit to Washing-
ton, where he met President Joe
Biden and Republican presiden-
tial candidate Donald Trump. He
also delivered a speech to the US
Congress.

‘Fabricated scenario’
Iran, meanwhile, has warned Is-
rael against any ‘new adventur-
ism’ against Lebanon.

In a statement on Sunday,
Iran's Foreign Ministry
spokesman Nasser Kanaani re-
ferred to Hezbollah's statement
denying its role in the attack and
accused Israel of ‘'seeking to di-
vert public opinion and global at-
tention' from its crimes in the
Gaza Strip, where it has killed
more than 39,000 Palestinians

since October 7.

He termed the claims made
by Israel regarding the Majdal
Shams attack a ‘fabricated sce-
nario’, adding that Tel Aviv
‘lacks the minimum moral au-
thority to judge and comment
on the incident’.

Kanaani called on the interna-
tional community, especially the
UN Security Council, ‘to support
the stability and security of
Lebanon and the region against
the adventurism of the aggres-
sive Zionist regime’, referring to
Israel.

He stressed that any ‘foolish
action’ by Israel could ‘pave the
way for increased instability, in-
security, and the flames of war in
the region’, and said the respon-
sibility for its consequences
would rest with Israel.

Anadolu Agency

DANCE

Locals perform Guozhuang dance on a grassland in Baiyu County, Garze Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture in southwest China on Saturday (Xinhua)

Shift in global power predicted

Baile Tusnad, Romania - Hungar-
ian Prime Minister Viktor Orban
forecast on Saturday a shift of
global power from West to Asia
and Russia.

“In the next long decades,
maybe centuries, Asia will be the
dominant centre of the world,”
Orban said in a televised speech
to ethnic Hungarians at a festival
in Baile Tusnad, Romania.

He said China, India, Pakistan,
and Indonesia will be the future
big powers. “And we Westerners
pushed the Russians into this
bloc as well,” he added.

Currently holding the rotating
EU presidency, Hungary has
sought closer ties with Beijing
and Moscow, a stance that has
caused friction within the 27-
member bloc. Orban further
stirred controversy with surprise
visits to Kyiv, Moscow, and Bei-
jing this month to discuss the war
in Ukraine that continues for

more than two years.
Contrasting the ‘weakness’ of
the West with Russia's approach,
Orban described Russia’s role in
global affairs as rational and pre-
dictable. He praised Russia's eco-
nomic resilience in adapting to
Western sanctions since the an-
nexation of Crimea in 2014.
Orban also touched on Rus-
sia's domestic policies, noting
that its stringent anti-LGBTQ+
measures have enhanced its in-

VIKTOR ORBAN

ternational appeal.

On Ukraine's hopes for mem-
bership in the EU and the NATO
defence alliance, he said:
“Ukraine will never become a
member of the EU or NATO be-
cause we Europeans do not have
enough money for that.” He ar-
gued that the EU should abandon
its identity as a political project
and focus instead on economic
and defence issues.

Anadolu Agency

Iran: Khamenei formally endorses Masoud Pezeshkian as president

Tehran, Iran - lran's supreme
leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
formally endorsed Masoud
Pezeshkian as the country's new
president on Sunday, weeks after
his victory in the presidential elec-
tion.

At a ceremony in Tehran, at-
tended by top-ranking political
and military leaders as well as for-
eign diplomats, the supreme
leader handed over the signed de-
cree to Pezeshkian.

The decree was read out by
the head of Khamenei's office,
stating that the election con-
cluded with ‘calmness and sobri-
ety in difficult conditions’, and that
the new president is ‘ready to as-

sume the great responsibility’.

The 69-year-old reformist
lawmaker and cardiac surgeon
defeated his conservative rival
and former security body chief
Saeed Jalili by more than three
million votes in the second round
of presidential on July 5.

He will succeed Ebrahim Raisi,
who was killed in a helicopter
crash on May 19 in northwestern
Iran, along with seven others.

According to Article 110 of
Iran’s Constitution, the president-
elect assumes office after his for-
mal endorsement by the supreme
leader, which will be followed by
the inauguration ceremony in
parliament.

Pezeshkian's inauguration and
oath-taking ceremony will take
place on Tuesday, with high-rank-
ing representatives from many
countries in attendance.

In his remarks after receiving
the endorsement, Pezeshkian
pledged to ‘pursue justice’ and
stressed that ‘the return of the
country's dignity is possible only
through unity and adherence to
the law'.

“"We must join hands to ad-
dress the problems, needs, and
concerns of the beloved people of
our country,” he said.

Khamenei, in his speech, urged
the incoming government to
‘work tirelessly’ and noted that

economic issues are a priority.

He emphasised that strong ties
with countries that have helped
Iran in the economic arena should
be prioritised, with a focus on
neighbouring countries.

Khamenei also praised the
Raisi government for its work in-
ternally and externally, as well as
the diplomacy pursued by the late
Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian.

Meanwhile, Pezeshkian
named Mohammad Reza Aref, a
veteran reformist politician, as his
first vice president. He will replace
Mohammad  Mokhber  who
served under President Raisi.
Anadolu Agency
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India, US express commitment to promote free Indo-Pacific

Tokyo, Japan - India’s External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
held a meeting with his US
counterpart Antony Blinken in
Tokyo on Sunday and expressed
commitment to promoting a
free, open and prosperous Indo-
Pacific region.

During the meeting, the two
leaders discussed upcoming op-
portunities to strengthen collab-
oration between India and the
US on shared priorities, accord-
ing to the statement released by
the US State Department.

In a statement, the US State
Department said: “Secretary of
State Antony J Blinken met with
Indian External Affairs Minister
Subrahmanyam Jaishankar

today in Tokyo. Secretary
Blinken and External Affairs
Minister Jaishankar affirmed the
United States and India’s com-
mitment to promoting a free,
open, and prosperous Indo-Pa-
cific region.”

“The Secretary and the Exter-
nal Affairs Minister discussed
upcoming opportunities to
deepen US-India collaboration
on shared priorities. Secretary
Blinken underscored the impor-
tance of realising a just and en-
during peace for Ukraine
consistent with the UN Char-
ter,” it added.

US Assistant Secretary of
State for South and Central
Asian Affairs Donald Lu and US

India’s External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar meets with US Secretary

of State Antony Blinken, in Tokyo on Sunday (ANI)

State Department spokesper-
son Matthew Miller were pre-
sent in the meeting.

Jaishankar said that he and
Blinken held talks on regional
and global issues. Jaishankar

said that he looked forward to
attending the Quad Foreign
Ministers Meeting on Monday.

Taking to X, Jaishankar
stated: “Great to catch up with
@SecBlinken in Tokyo today.
Our bilateral agenda progresses
steadily. Also had a wide rang-
ing discussion on regional and
global issues. Look forward to
attending the Quad FMM to-
morrow."

Quad is adiplomatic partner-
ship between Australia, India,
Japan, and the United States
committed to supporting an
open, stable, and prosperous
Indo-Pacific that is inclusive and
resilient, according to Aus-
tralia’'s Department of Foreign

Affairs and Trade.

Earlier in the day, Jaishankar
unveiled the bust of Mahatma
Gandhi at Freedom Plaza in
Edogawa, Tokyo.

He attended the ceremony in
the presence of Edogawa
Mayor, Takeshi Saito, Sibi
George, the Ambassador of
India to Japan and other minis-
ters, with a group of schoolchil-
dren singing Gandbhi's favourite
prayer, ‘Raghupati Raghav Raja
Ram’.

In a post on X, Jaishankar
stated: “Started my visit to
Tokyo in Edogawa, unveiling
bust of Gandhiji. Bapu's
achievements continue to in-
spire us to this day and his mes-

sage of peace and non-violence
is timeless. His principles are
even more relevant today when
the world sees so much conflict,
tension and polarisation.”

“Thank Mayor Takeshi Saito,
Parliamentary Vice Minister of
Foreign Affairs Masahiro Ko-
mura, Member of Parliament
Hideo Onishi, members of the
Indian community and friends
of India for joining us. Happy to
learn from the Mayor that the
Park, close to the heart of Indian
community in Tokyo, would
also be soon named as the
Gandhi Park,” he added.

He also met members of In-
dian community in Japan.
ANI

China: At
least 12

killed in
landslide

Beijing, China - At least 12
people were killed in south-
ern China’'s Hunan province
when heavy rainfall due to
Tropical Storm Gaemi trig-
gered a landslide on Sun-
day.

The landslide near
Hengyang city trapped 18
people, Chinese state
broadcaster CCTV re-
ported. Six injured survivors
were rescued. The landslide
destroyed a local guest-
house in Yuelin village early
in the morning local time,
CCTV reported. Over 240
emergency workers had
been dispatched to the
scene, the broadcaster said,
adding that rescue work
was ‘continuing urgently’.

A video of the aftermath
posted by the state-run Bei-
jing Youth Daily showed
mud and debris making
their way through a green
hillside. An uprooted tree
could also be seen lying
outside a three-storey
building. Chinese media did
not directly link the mud-
slide to Typhoon Gaemi,
which weakened into a
storm after making landfall
in China on Thursday.

However, the China Me-
teorological Administration
said the rain was linked to
the tropical storm.

DW

Russia in ‘final stages' of developing
domestic strike systems, says Putin

Putin said
such systems
would be able
to reach
Important
Russian
facilities in
about 10
minutes

Moscow, Russia - President
Vladimir Putin on Sunday said
Russia is in the ‘final stages’ of
developing domestic strike sys-
tems, warning of 'mirror mea-
sures’ against plans to deploy US
long-range missile systems in
Germany.

“Today, the development of a
number of such systems is in the
final stages. We will take mirror
measures for their deployment,
taking into account the actions of
the United States, their satellites
in Europe and other regions of the
world,” Putin said in an address in
the city of St Petersburg during a
parade on the occasion of Navy
Day. On July 10, Washington and
Berlin announced in a joint state-
ment that they will begin
‘episodic deployments’ of long-
range missile capabilities in Ger-
many in 2026.

Describing Washington and
Berlin's statements on the de-

Russian President Vladimir Putin accused the US of escalating tensions in connection to the flights of Russian strategic aviation

VLADIMIR PUTIN

ployment of American long-
range missile systems in Ger-
many as ‘noteworthy’, Putin said
such systems would be able to
reach important Russian facilities
in ‘about 10 minutes'.

Putin accused the US of esca-
lating tensions in connection to
the flights of Russian strategic

aviation, saying Moscow has not
conducted air patrols ‘far from its
borders' since the collapse of the
Soviet Union.

“Russia believed then that
there was no longer any need for
this: the world had changed, the
Cold War was in the past. How-
ever, the United States did not re-

spond to this unilateral gesture of
goodwill and continued patrolling
near our borders,” he said.

“Therefore, since 2007, we
have resumed such flights. This
was a response to the increased
activity of US strategic and re-
connaissance aviation in regions
of the world that are sensitive
for Russia. This measure is
aimed, among other things, at
ensuring security in the Asia-
Pacific region.”

Meanwhile, on Saturday, Rus-
sia claimed that its forces cap-
tured the key settlement of
Lozovatskoye in Donetsk.

A statement by the Russian
Defence Ministry claimed the
army had taken control of several
important locations on the front
line, and liberated the settlement
of Lozovatskoye in the Donetsk
People's Republic. The statement
also noted that during the past
day, the Russian forces destroyed
two Ukrainian electronic warfare
stations, an aviation depot, and
an ammunition depot.

It added that Russian air de-
fence systems had shot down 10
US-made HIMARS missiles and
81 unmanned aerial vehicles
(UAVs), 37 of which were out-
side the 'special operation zone'.

The statement further claimed
that to date, the Russian army
has destroyed 630 Ukrainian air-
craft, 278 helicopters, 28,545
UAVSs, 556 air defence missile
systems and 16,698 tanks and ar-
moured vehicles.

Anadolu Agency

Anwar, Russia’s Lavrov discuss
Malaysia’s bid to join BRICS

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia - Visit-
ing Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov on Sunday met
Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar
Ibrahim to discuss a string of is-
sues, mainly including Kuala
Lumpur's bid to join the BRICS
group of emerging economies.

Anwar received Lavrov at the
Seri Perdana, the prime minister's
office, in Putrajaya. Lavrovisona
two-day visit to Malaysia.

“This potential membership
holds substantial promise for
both nations and underscores our
commitment to fostering robust

international collaboration,” the
Malaysian premier wrote on
Facebook. “We also explored av-
enues to enhance bilateral coop-
eration, with a particular focus on
strengthening ties in key areas
such as investment and trade,
science and technology, agricul-
ture, defence and military, educa-
tion, and tourism and culture.”

In June, Anwar confirmed
Malaysia's intention to join BRICS
to Brazilian President Luiz Inacio
Lula da Silva.

BRICS includes Brazil, Russia,
India, China, and South Africa.

The two also discussed the
ongoing situation in Palestine.
“Both Malaysia and Russia un-
derscored the imperative need
for a permanent ceasefire, imme-
diate humanitarian relief, and the
recognition of Palestine as a full
member of the United Nations,”
Anwar said.

Regarding the conflict in
Ukraine, which continues since
February 2022, Malaysia reiter-
ated its stance on dialogue and
diplomatic efforts as path to a
sustainable resolution.

Anadolu Agency

147 killed in Bangladesh protests: Minister

Dhaka, Bangladesh - In first re-
marks on death toll, Bangladesh
Home Minister Asaduzzaman
Khan confirmed on Sunday that
at least 147 people were killed
during recent violence triggered
by student protests over govern-
ment job quotas.

Speaking to reporters in
Dhaka, Asaduzzaman Khan said
the deceased include students,
police, activists, and people from
various professions, adding that
further investigation is underway
to determine the total death toll.
Independent estimates put the
toll at more than 200.

Earlier in the day, the govern-
ment restored mobile internet
services after 10 days of blackout.
Minister for Posts,
Telecommunications and Infor-
mation  Technology Zunaid
Ahmed Palak said the services
would resume at 3pm local time
(0900 GMT).

He said that since customers
were not able to use the packages
they had paid for, users will get a
5 GB data bonus for three days.

Social media platforms such
as WhatsApp, Facebook, TikTok

Junior

and YouTube, however, still re-
main restricted.

The government had shut mo-
bile internet on July 17 and broad-
band service on July 18 amid
escalating violence during the
protests.

Broadband internet resumed
onJuly 23, and a curfew imposed
to handle the law and order situ-
ation has started to relax. Schools
and other educational institutions
remain closed.

Clashes started on July 15 be-

tween the police and student
protesters demanding an end to
a quota that reserved 30 per cent
of government jobs for relatives
of veterans who fought in the
1971 war of independence.

In the wake of the chaos, the
Supreme Court ordered the gov-
ernment to scale back job quotas.
The 30 per cent quota for veter-
ans' descendants was cut to five
per cent, and quota for ethnic mi-
norities, transgender people and
disabled people was limited to

two per cent.

Amid escalating protests,
clashes, and acts of vandalism re-
lated to the quota reform move-
ment, law enforcement agencies
across Bangladesh have
launched a series of extensive
raids, causing widespread appre-
hension among the population.

In Dhaka, law enforcers have
adopted a strategic approach, di-
viding the city into designated
zones for targeted operations.
Anadolu Agency
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DAILY CROSSWORD

' ACROSS
1) Literary miser Mamer
6) Saintly ring
10) Mansard overhang
14) Highly skilled
15) Partner of anon
16) Marvel Comics super-

heroes 66) Like thick vines
17) Joking, at the wrestling 67) Key in In spring
match? DOWN 38) Link up

19) Await action

20) Colorado ski mecca
21) Snow Queen in Dis-
ney's "Frozen"

22) Diver's dread, with
23) One-named guitarist
in infomercials

25) _capita 8) Dunham of "Girls" s crR[1 1 mlo mlalcTh
26) Being bossy with, at 9) Alternative to .com or 49) Grand_ National Park Llalulria DlolIR IS nIE
the wrestling match? net 50) George who created alsls Uh-.IT E D‘ slulT[TlelrR
32) Clobbers with junk 10) Know-how 1-Across ElT ulrtls PIRIEIA|D
email 11) Grace conclusion 51) Dentist's order A|K|E O|R|T|S
40) In_ (as found) 12) Sell by machine 52) "Like a Rock" singer NIT|A|K|E o/L|o|Nn

471) Dealers in homes 13) Some linemen Bob m|a|y|Bl|E 1 [RI|E WAl
43) Allocates, with "out" 18) Shakespearean king 53) Go ballistic alrlplElA i. Elplelalk o|T|S
44) Pérsuading, at the 22) Yogi ?r Boo-Boo 54) "The Art of Love" poet A|D 1 [K|E|A E|R|I |E
wrestling match? 24) Toy rifle ammo olPlT|E|D LIA|T|TI|E
47) Go astray 25) Sassy 55) Jell-O shaper s plalcly E|E|L

48) Summons, as strength 27) Trick-taking card 56) _ Alto, Calif. rlalr|(T|L[E UR|A I
53) Like sundial numerals game 57) Mountie’s group E|s|T|E|EM DMUS E|L|S
56) Reason to rent a tux 28) _-relief 60) Happy hour locale NG A A (M E|A|S|E|L
58) Nobelist Wiesel 29)"_soup yet?" 61) Suffix with serpent Slajc|s AR[M|Y PIODE

59) Declare firmly

60) Saying mean things,
at the wrestling match?
62) Desert "monster"”
63) Gluck of opera

64) Oater "necktie”

65) Whirling water

1) Soothing stuff

2) Suggestion box input
3) On the level

4) Turnover fruit

5) Poker champ Ungar
6) "Forget it!"

7) Hertz rival

30) Jot down

3 1) Bearded antelopes
32) FDR's mother

33) Place to dock

34) Garden of Eden
evictee

35) Disappears, like snow

39) Surgery sites, for short
42) Castor, to Pollux

43) Classic British sports
cars

45) Post-accident reas-

surance

NOTE PAD

46) Inject with Novocain

= DAILY HOROSCOPE

,&\A LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22
s,

ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19

®~

\

SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER21

(1 Welcome back to the world of the living. You've been working '.&J That invitation to get out of the house and celebrate sounds good, 4@.} In your opinion, life is far too short to waste on organising and
) ) hard lately and haven't taken time out to do much of anything # =% doesn't it? So no matter what you're up to tomorrow morning, {f\ categorising. You'd much rather go out and play with interesting,
else. Play, of course, has been at the very bottom of your list. why not pretend that you have nothing but time and the luxury of unusual people and leave the scrubbing to others more comfortable
Well, it's time to make up for all that, starting tonight. Get in sleeping in as late as you like? You might be tired, but you'll with the task. At the moment, however, you're actually in the mood
touch with your friends and family members. The Universe has amble into work with a great big grin and a terrific attitude, and to clean, and as usual, you won't be doing it halfway. You might try -l- E S -I- Y O U R
arranged for all of you to be in the mood for love, laughter, and just about everyone will be tickled for you. Oh, go ahead. Party to stop yourself before you wash the paint off the walls, though,
lots of hugs hearty. unless you want to stay up all night painting too. KN Ow L E DG E
1. Who, in 2004, riding the pro-
totype KTM 250-SXF four
o % TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20 o{ VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBE f/ CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19 stroke. won the MX2 World
) 5 Here's another blessed day off from feeling as if you and you An authority figure who isn't exactly across the street is still ! Vg If anyone is fond of "just the facts," it's you. Embellishing those " .
Y alone are responsible for everything that happens in and around A\\ reachable, and you know it. So whether you decide to consult with facts or adding details that have more to do with wishful thinking Championship?
your world. This makes two in a row, so you may begin to feel a them via a long-distance call or an email, you can still reap the than the absolute truth just isn't your style. Mention all those things A. Marc DeReuver
bit spoiled, but that doesn't mean that you should let guilt creep benefits of their experience if you're smart enough to back away to anyone who approaches you now and insists that you give them B. Antonio Cairoli
into the equation. from your pride long enough to ask. There's no shame in looking your opinion on the story they're just dying to share. Otherwise, C. Tyla Rattray
You've earned this, so enjoy it with the companion you've for advice. What's shameful is refusing to ask for it when you know mention that you also won't be shy, or gentle, about letting them D. Ben Townley
chosen to share in the good feelings. that you need to. know what you really think.
4.5 GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21 LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22 AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18 2. In probability theory, a sto-
! /»“ * You're still in the mood to deal with facts and figures, to talk things [AA) There's only so much you can do, and you can still only be in You come off as freewheeling, but when it comes right down to it chastic process is what kind?
/j\_u)\ over in an unbiased, objective fashion, and take care of business in one place at a time. So when your family members and your you're as bound to duty and responsibility as any of your A. A guess, still to be proven
general. That's not your usual style, of course. You'd much rather best friends all insist on your time and attention at the same famously diligent friends. You don't advertise it for precisely the B. Random
play than work, and you've always put pleasure right at the top of moment, you'll have a decision to make, and you'll need to reason you won't be happy about letting it show now: there's )
your priority list. At the moment, however, you won't even recognize make it quickly. always someone who wants to put you in a position of authority. C. Slow-moving
yourself, so don't be surprised if your loved ones are caught a bit off Your only option is to figure out what your personal priorities At the moment, though, you won't be upset about that position. D. Interrupted
guard by all this. are and act on them. Honestly? You might even enjoy it.
CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22 ¥ ¥ SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21 -4 PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20 3. Drakensberg is a name for an
Someone you love is acting as if you're the one and only e;—?%&’:;s It's time to start recognizing all of the attention you have been 3 ('c’;) H If anyone deserves some quality time with strictly platonic escarpment in what area??
priority in their life. And while you're not used to this, you're ,.::, getting for what it truly is: praise and admiration! That cutie is not acquaintances, the kind who want nothing more from you than a A. The Swiss Alps

not about to argue about it. They've been working far too hard
for far too long, and you're just glad to be seeing them. While
you have their attention, of course, you might want to
schedule one of those nice, long heart-to-heart chats. Make
some coffee

looking at the clock behind you; they're looking at you and
wondering if you're single. Those complimentary emails you keep
getting from your boss are not the kind of emails that they send to
everyone else. You're someone they are watching with an eye
toward the future. Recognize the impact you have on the world.

couple of good giggles and some intelligent, charming company,
it's you, especially after what you've been dealing with lately. All
those thoughts about what's important and what's not take the
fun out of things. Now, however, it's time to put that behind you
and remember what it was like to giggle. Ready or not!

B. Southern Africa
C. The Balkans
D. The Maghreb

qg'€g'¢ 4’| siomsuy

KIDS COLOURING

BOGGLER

DO YOU SUDOKU?

LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1to 9 and
only one instance of each number

Y, 9

2

3 1

cCl<|r—|lwv

A
S
E
E

A |Qu

Each game will present you with a

matrix filled with letters. The
objective is to form words by
linking adjacent letters - to the left,
right, on top, bottom, or diagonal
to each other. The Boggles Classic
game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words
are valued at one point for each 1
letter in excess of two letters. A
three letter word is worth one
point, a four letter word is worth
two points, and so on. Valid words
must be at |east three letters long.

SOLUTION

20-25 words: Excellent,
15-20 words: Very good,
10-15 words: Good,

5-10 words: Average

(-
WORD BUILDER wolefofvlelsiife]e]s
g [z A FAREl R K
E You have three minutes to find < [l lslelslzlv 215
R all the words contained in this b
Sl oefefs)e]e]t
A word. wi
= |clz|e)r|e|ofe|s]|r
s S {slel sl e ez
s Rules: Words should be at least 8
E U four letters long, proper nouns 2 Lelrysye|tjegelofe
and duplicates don't count slolz]s|v|cle|L]ce
Llclelo|lz]|els|v]s
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India’s new captain Suryakumar Yadav made a quick fire 58

Dream start for
Suryakumar and
Gambhir as India
beat Sri Lanka

Pallekele, Sri Lanka - New
head coach Gautam Gambhir
and T20 captain Suryakumar
Yadav enjoyed a winning start
as India secured a 43-run vic-
tory over hosts Sri Lanka to
take a 1-0 lead in the three-
match Twenty20 series on
Saturday.

With batting stalwart Virat
Kohli, tests and One-Day In-
ternational skipper Rohit
Sharma and all-rounder Ravin-
dra Jadeja quitting T20 inter-
nationals after India's T20
World Cup triumph last
month, Yashasvi Jaiswal and
new T20 vice-captain Shub-
man Gill opened the innings
for the visitors in Pallekele.

Put into bat after Sri Lanka
won the toss, India got off to a
lightning start in the power-
play with a 74-run opening
stand between Jaiswal (40)
and Gill (34). But they lost the
pair as Dilshan Madushanka
and Wanindu Hasaranga took

two wickets in two balls.

Suryakumar (58), who was
appointed India’s T20 captain
last week ahead of all-rounder
Hardik Pandya, led from the
front, notching his 20th T20
fifty in just 22 deliveries before
being trapped Ibw by pacer
Matheesha Pathirana.

Pathirana then struck in
quick succession to dismiss
Pandya (9) and Riyan Parag
(7) with a searing yorker and
Ibw, respectively. Pathirana
continued to shine with the
ball as he sent Rishabh Pant
packing when the wicket-
keeper-batter was just one run
shy of a half-century, to re-
strict India to a total of 213-7.

Sri Lanka's chase was off to
a flier with an 84-run opening
partnership between Pathum
Nissanka (79) and Kusal
Mendis (45). Arshdeep Singh
provided India with a much-
needed breakthrough by tak-
ing out Kusal.

Britain's George Russell and Lewis Hamilton in action at the Belgian Grand Prix on Sunday

HAMILTON WINS BELGIAN GP

Race winner George Russell of Mercedes disqualified for underweight car

Spa-Francorchamps, Belgium -
Mercedes driver George Russell
has been disqualified and lost his
Belgian Grand Prix win on Sun-
day, after his car was found to be
underweight, and his teammate
Lewis Hamilton is promoted to
first place.

Initially the car had been found
to be compliant but the technical
delegate's report said that the car
had not been fully drained of fuel.

The car was weighed again on
the FIA inside and outside scales
with both showing the same re-
sult of 796.5 kilogrammes, 1.5
kilogrammes below the mini-
mum weight required and all
other drivers move up one place
in the classification.

"During the hearing the team
representatives confirmed that
the measurement is correct and
that all required procedures were
performed correctly,” the govern-
ing FIA said in their release.

"The team also acknowledged
that there were no mitigating cir-
cumstances and that it was a
genuine error by the team."

Russell had led Hamilton

home in a Mercedes one-two
after he opted for a one-stop
strategy.

The decision means that
McLaren's Oscar Piastri finishes
second with Ferrari's Charles
Leclerc in third.

"We have to take our disqual-
ification on the chin. We have
clearly made a mistake and need
to ensure we learn fromit," Mer-
cedes team boss Toto Wolff said.

"We will go away, evaluate
what happened and understand
what went wrong. To lose a one-
two is frustrating and we can only
apologise to George who drove
such a strong race.

"Lewis is of course promoted
to P1, he was the fastest guy on
the two-stop and is a deserving
winner."

The inherited win means
Hamilton has now won the Bel-
gian Grand Prix five times, draw-
ing level with Ayrton Senna and
one behind Michael Schumacher
who holds the record with six
wins at Spa.

Russell had appeared to have
pulled off a remarkable victory

Lewis Hamilton

TOTO WOLFF

from sixth on the grid, calling the
strategy himself from the car,
fending off a seven-time cham-
pion on tyres that were 15 laps
fresher for five laps at the end off

the race.

Hamilton was closing in at
nearly a second a lap in the final
laps but, as so many other drivers
found, overtaking was harder

than expected and he could never
quite get close enough to chal-
lenge.

As Russell battled to hold off
Hamilton in the final two or three
laps, McLaren's Piastri closed in
on the Mercedes to set up a
grandstand finish, and the three
cars crossed the line nose to tail.

Seven seconds behind them,
Ferrari's Leclerc - who had been
passed by Piastri with nine laps to
go around the outside of the Les
Combes chicane, spent the clos-
ing laps fending off Red Bull's
Verstappen and the second
McLaren of Lando Norris.

The three spent the final four
laps nose to tail but Leclerc man-
aged to hold his rivals at bay.

Behind Norris, Ferrari's Carlos
Sainz passed Red Bull's Sergio
Perez with five laps to go to raise
further questions about Perez's
future. Red Bull are expected to
make a decision as to whether to
drop him for the rest of the sea-
son over the forthcoming sum-
mer break - just two months after
the Mexican signed a new two-
year contract.

France beat Guinea; Spain
and Japan reach quarters

Paris, France - Hosts France se-
cured a second straight victory
as Kiliann Sildillia struck for a 1-0O
success over Guinea, while Spain
and Japan reached the quarter-
finals in the second matchday of
the men's Olympic football tour-
nament on Saturday

France struggled to find their
feet in Bordeaux after their open-
ing 3-0 Group A triumph over
the United States but found a
way past a solid Guinea team,
who had two efforts disallowed
in the first half, with Sildillia's bril-
liant 75th minute header.

Sildillia  brought relief to
French fans when he connected
with Michael Olise's fine cross to
send the crowd into raptures.

Spain clinched a spot in the
quarter-finals with their second
Group C win by beating the Do-
minican Republic 3-1, while Ar-
gentina defeated Iraq by the
same scoreline in Group B.

Kiliann Sildillia of France celebrates his goal against Guinea

The United States scored
three times in 30 minutes in a
crushing 4-1 victory over Group
A rivals New Zealand in Mar-
seille, while Paraguay netted
twice deep in stoppage time to
beat Israel 4-2.

Also in Group D, Mali missed
a late penalty and could not

avoid losing 1-0 to Japan, who
have qualified for the last eight
having also thrashed Paraguay 5-
0 in their first game.

Uzbekistan crashed out of
their first Olympics following a 1-
0 loss to Egypt in Nantes after a
goal by Ahmed Koka in their sec-
ond Group C fixture.

Palestinian swimmer Yazan al Bawwab
makes waves in Paris with big statement

Paris, France - Palestinian swim-
mer Yazan Al Bawwab's sole
Olympic race lasted less than a
minute but just being in the
water was a statement in itself.

The 24-year-old pointed to a
Palestinian flag on his chest as he
explained what it meant to rep-
resent a homeland not just lack-
ing a pool but struggling for
basics like food and water.

“France does not recognise
Palestine. Yet here | am with a
flag on my chest,” he said after
finishing third in a 100 metres
backstroke heat that proved to
be his first and last swim of the
Paris Games.

“I'm very, very happy ... to
raise my flag, to have time just
for Palestine, a lane just for
Palestine. | think this is my mes-
sage of peace.

“We're trying to get the world
to know that we're human be-
ings. | can play sports like every-

Yazan al Bawwab

body else,” he told reporters.
France said in May that con-
ditions were not right to officially
recognise a Palestinian state and
any decision must be more than
symbolic or political posturing.
More than 39,000 Palestini-
ans have been killed in the Israeli
offensive in Gaza, say local

health authorities. Israel
launched its military actioninre-
sponse to a Hamas-led attack in
southern Israel in October.
About 1,200 people were killed
and 250 were taken hostage in
the Oct. 7 attack, according to Is-
raeli tallies.

The only Israeli swimmer in

the 100 backstroke was in a later
heat to Al Bawwab and their
paths did not cross.

Al Bawwab, an aerospace en-
gineer born in Saudi Arabia, ed-
ucated in Canada and Britain,
living in Dubai where he runs a
furniture business and also half-
[talian, said his father had been a
homeless refugee in Italy before
rebuilding his life.

“I look at people like my dad
who came from nothing,” he said.
“I'm never complaining in the
pool, | remember people in Gaza,
people in Palestine that suffer
properly. | don't mind if I'm wak-
ing up at 5am. It's not a problem.”

The twice Olympian spoke of
the consequences of conflict.

"“A lot of people don't want us
to be here. They don't want to
see the flag. They don't want to
hear my country's name,” he
said. “They don't want me to
exist. They want me to leave.”

FIFA rejects

Buenos Aires, Argentina - FIFA,
the world's football governing
body, has rejected Argentina's
complaints over a last-minute
equaliser being ruled out in the
Summer Olympics Paris 2024 '
opening match against Morocco,
the head of Argentina’s soccer
association (AFA) said on Satur-
day.

“The FIFA Disciplinary Com-
mittee rejected the protest filed

regarding the events that oc-
curred in the match against Mo-
rocco,” AFA President Claudio
"“Chiqui” Tapia said on X, saying
he is seeking explanations for the
ruling. Argentina lost Wednes-
day’'s match, the Paris Olympics'
men’s soccer opening game,
with a final score of 2-1to Mo-
rocco.

The match was initially sus-
pended with a 2-2 draw as a

group of fans broke onto the
pitch, and two hours later the
video assistant referee (VAR)
ruled out Argentina’s final goal.

Organisers of the Paris
Olympics said on Thursday they
were working to determine what
caused the fans to break onto the
pitch.

“In defense of our rights, AFA
will ask on what grounds the de-
cision was made and evaluate

Argentina's complaint over VAR ruling

the relevant appeals,” Tapia said.

Soccer commands a devoted
following in Argentina, which has
notched three World Cup victo-
ries - the latest against France in
2022.

Argentina also won the Amer-
icas' top continental league ear-
lier this month, beating Colombia
in another chaotic final in Miami
and scoring a record 16th victory
in the Copa America..

Referee Glenn Nyberg talks to Argentina players during their match against Morocco



TITMUS PASSES ACID TEST
WITH FLYING COLOURS

Australian
wins epic
400m battle
to start gold
quest of the
Dolphins

PARIS, France - Ariarne Titmus
got Australia's women off to a
golden start by winning a race of
record breakers on a rocking
opening night of the Paris
Olympic swimming meet at the
La Defense Arena on Saturday.

The Dolphins added another
gold in the 4x100 metres
freestyle relay, with Australia
also taking two silvers from the
four finals and with their reputa-
tion as a powerhouse of the pool
as bright as ever.

Titmus set the tone by de-
fending her 400 metres freestyle
title in a huge battle with
Canada's Summer MclIntosh and
American great Katie Ledecky.

Ledecky, gold medallist in Rio
de Janeiro in 2016 and silver in
Tokyo in 2021, had to settle for
bronze as 17-year-old sensation
Mclintosh secured the silver and
her first Olympic medal.

The race had been compared
to the epic men's 200 freestyle
"Race of the Century" showdown

Ariarne Titmus (C) with Summer Mclntosh (L) and Katie Ledecky during the medal ceremony

between American Michael
Phelps, Australian lan Thorpe
and Dutch giant Pieter van den
Hoogenband in 2004.

The crowd were up and hol-
lering from the start, a massive
contrast to the last Games held
under pandemic restrictions, and
even if the drama proved to be
less than promised it remained a
night to savour.

"My legs are a bit tired, but I'm
just relieved more than anything,
| probably felt the expectation
and pressure for this race more
than anything in my life to be
honest," said Titmus.

"I'm just happy to get the re-
sult for myself and | feel so hon-
oured to be a part of the race and
be alongside legends like Katie.

"l look up to her so much as an

athlete and there's certainly not
arivalry beyond the races. | really
respect her as a person and |
hope that | put on a good show
tonight and everyone enjoyed it."

Ledecky, now with 11 Olympic
medals, had hoped to go faster
but could not complain.

"We have a lot of respect for
each other and we love compet-
ing against each other, it brings

freestyle final stacked with
champions. South Korea's world
champion Kim Woo-min took
the bronze.

"l was right at the front the
whole time and still made it to
the finish. That wasn't the case in
the last few years. | let myself be
beaten there. Not this time," said
Maertens of his first Olympic
gold.

After Titmus had celebrated,
the Australian women added an-
other gold.

The quartet of Mollie O'-
Callaghan, Shayna Jack, Emma
McKeon and Meg Harris held off
historic foes and runners-up
United States in the 4x100
freestyle, while China took the
bronze.

My legs are a bit tired, but I'm just
relieved more than anything, I proba-
bly felt the expectation and pressure
for this race more than anything

ARIARNE TITMUS

the best out of each of us," she
said.

"It's something special and
something that we enjoy espe-
cially since we're the top three
performers in that event."

Australia started with a silver
when Elijah Winnington finished
second to Germany's Lukas
Maertens in a men's 400 metres

'Nadalcaraz' shine at Roland Garros

Paris, France - Rafa Nadal re-
turned to his favourite stomping
ground with young sidekick
Carlos Alcaraz as Spain's new
dream team took their first
stride on the road to Olympic
gold on Saturday.

The 38-year-old king of
Roland Garros and the new 21-
year-old prince of men's tennis,
were roared on by a packed
Court Philippe Chatrier crowd
during a 7-6(4) 6-4 defeat of
sixth-seeded Argentine pair
Maximo Gonzalez and Andres
Molteni.

Alcaraz had played earlier,
beating Lebanon's Hady Habib
6-3 6-1in the singles on a rain-
hit opening day of Olympics
tennis in which only a handful of
matches were completed.

Men's top seed Novak
Djokovic thrashed Australian al-
ternate Matthew Ebden 6-0 6-
1 after women's favourite Iga
Swiatek of Poland launched her
bid for gold with a scrappy 6-2
7-5 win against Romania's Irina-
Camelia Begu.

But the day's headline act
was always going to be the
opening chapter of the 'Nadal-
caraz' story which will surely

Spain's Rafa Nadal and Carlos Alcaraz celebrate a point against

Argentina's Maximo Gonzalez and Andres Molteni

etch itself into the Parisian red
clay over the coming days.

It was the first time 14-times
French Open champion Nadal
and Alcaraz, winner of four
Grand Slams including this
year's French Open and Wim-
bledon, had played together in

competition.

There were some misfires
and Alcaraz admitted he was
nervous playing with his idol,
but they gelled quickly enough
to subdue the skilful south
American duo in front of
Nadal's son Rafa Jr and the two

Games is a combination that is
difficult to beat."

Nadal's preparation was un-
usual in the extreme, the
Spaniard having spent Friday
night carrying the Olympic
torch in a boat on a choppy
River Seine in the rain at the
opening ceremony.

There were also injury con-
cerns ahead of what is likely to
be his last dance at Roland Gar-
ros, but Nadal rolled back the
years on the rectangle of red dirt
he first conquered when Al-
caraz was a two-year-old.

Nadal is due play Hungary's

An unforgettable moment. I
think for him too, to represent-
Spain in the Olympics is a combi-
nation that is difficult to beat

RAFAEL NADAL

daughters of Spain's King Felipe.

"An unforgettable moment
for me, without a doubt," Nadal
told reporters. "l think for him
too, to come out here on this
stage and play together repre-
senting Spain in the Olympic

Marton Fucsovics in a Sunday
schedule featuring a whopping
68 matches, although the
Spaniard, who won singles gold
in 2008 and the doubles in
2016, said he would have to
speak with his team.

It was Australia's fourth con-
secutive Olympic gold in the
event, but the American men de-
nied them another with their
country's first of the Games in
the 4x100 freestyle relay.

Jack Alexy, Chris Giuliano,
Hunter Armstrong and Caeleb
Dressel combined to beat Aus-
tralia, with Italy coming third.

Vivian Kong

Kong wins
goldin
women's
epee

Paris, France - Hong Kong's
fencing queen Vivian Kong
claimed her first Olympic
gold medal in a nerve-
wracking bout against local
favourite Auriane Mallo-
Breton of France in the
women's epee at the Paris
Games on Saturday.

Kong, who prevailed 13-
12 in sudden death, was in
floods of tears after coming
back from six touches
down.

Eszter Muhari of Hun-
gary took bronze.

Oh Sanguk of South
Korea won gold in the
men's sabre individual
event against Tunisia's
Fares Ferjani with ltalian
Luigi Samele taking bronze.

It was a day full of up-
sets, with favourites Sun
Yiwen of China and Hun-
gary's Aron Szilagyi suffer-
ing shock eliminations.

Out of the six French
fencers taking part in both
events, Mallo-Breton was
the only one to make it to
the quarter-finals.

Canadian football
team loses points,
coach banned

Paris, France - Canada were de-
ducted six points in the Olympic
women's soccer tournament and
their head coach Bev Priestman
banned for a year, global govern-
ing body FIFA said on Saturday,
following a drone spying scandal
that has tainted their gold medal
defence.

The Canadian
cer  Associatic
which said it wa:
exploring how it
could appeal the
six-point deduc-
tion, was also fine
200,000 Sw
francs ($226,34¢
a case that rocked tne
Paris Games.

Priestman, who has coached
the team since 2020 and led
them to the Olympic title in
Tokyo a year later, and Canadian
officials Joseph Lombardi and
Jasmine Mander ave been
banned from any soccer-related
activity for one year for "offensive
behaviour and violation of the
principles of fair play", FIFA said.

New Zealand had complained

Bev Priestman

that Canadian staff flew drones
over their training sessions before
their opening fixture at the
Olympics, which Canada won 2-
1. Following FIFA's decision, the
reigning Olympic champions will
drop to minus three points in
Group A, with two matches left
to play and a mountain to
b if they are to
ove past the

sroup stage.
The decision
remains subject
‘0 a potential ap-
eal to the Court of
itration for Sport.
"We feel terrible
1or the athletes on the
Canadian Women's
Olympic soccer team who as far
as we understand played no role
in this matter," said David Shoe-
maker, CEO and Secretary Gen-
eral of the Canadian Olympic

Committee.

"In support of the athletes, to-
gether with Canada Soccer, we
are exploring rights of appeal re-
lated to the six point deduction at
this Olympic tournament.”

North Korea stun Japan in table tennis mixed doubles

Paris, France - Japan's world
number two table tennis mixed
doubles team, Hina Hayata and
Tomokazu Harimoto, were upset
by North Korea's Ri Jong Sik and
Kim Kum Yong 4-1 in the first
round at the Paris Olympics, los-
ing the chance to retain the
country's gold medal.

The 49-minute match at the
South Paris Arena ended in a
shocking defeat for the Japanese
pair, who were considered top
contenders for the title and chal-
lengers to the Chinese team.

"They are far trickier oppo-

nents than many others. We saw
them previously at some other
events and they performed far
better today compared to that,"
Harimoto said of the North Kore-
ans who will face Sweden in the
quarter-finals.

China's top-ranked mixed
doubles team, Wang Chugin and
Sun Yingsha, easily advanced
with a 4-0 victory over Egypt,
setting the stage for what they
hope will be a gold medal sweep.
They next face Taiwan in the last
eight.

Luxembourg's Ni Xialian, 61,

North Korea's Ri Jong Sik and Kim Kum Yong shocked Japan's Hina

Hayata and Tomokazu Harimoto

the oldest athlete to compete in
table tennis, beat Turkey's Sibel
Altinkaya in the round of 64,
continuing a record-breaking
journey in her sixth Olympics.

French fans, cheering loudly
for everyone but especially their
home favourites, had a mixed
day.

Despite Alexis Lebrun and
Yuan Jia Nan's efforts, they lost
4-2 to the higher-ranked Taiwan
team of Chen Szu-Yu and Lin
Yun-Ju in the mixed doubles.

But home advantage might
have helped 19-year-old French-

woman Prithika Pavade on Sat-
urday as she returned to her sec-
ond Olympics and advanced to
the round of 32 in the women's
singles by beating Iranian Neda
Shahsavari 4-1.

The North Korean team have
made fewer international ap-
pearances over the past three
years compared to other players,
leaving them as something of a
mystery to their rivals.

Their tightly contested match
with Japan saw the North Korea
pair gaining momentum from the
onset and maintaining a high

level of play throughout the sec-
ond half.

Despite the setback, Hayata
and Harimoto will continue to
compete in more events at the
Paris Games.

Their elimination is a blow to
Japan's medal hopes and a boost
for their rivals, including the
dominant Chinese team.

Ni Xialian's former China
teammate, the 58-year-old Zeng
Zhiying, saw her Olympic debut
representing Chile end earlier on
Saturday as she lost 4-1 to
Lebanon's Mariana Sahakia.



AL KHATRI ALL SET
FOR DREAM DEBUT

Oman’s challenge in Paris Olympics to start with men’s trap event in shooting

Adil Al Balushi
Paris, France

Oman'’s shooter Said al Khatri
will begin Oman'’s quest for glory
at the Paris Olympic Games on
Monday.

Al Khatri will begin his chal-
lenge in the preliminary qualifi-
cation of the event at
Chateauroux Shooting Center on
Monday. Al Khatri will compete
in group six alongside some of
the top shooters across the
world, including China's Qi Ying,
Brol Carenas Jean from Guam,
Guerrero Sebastian from France,
Fernandez Alberto from Spain
and Lorenzo Eduardo from the
Dominican Republic.

The qualifying rounds will run
for two days and six shooters will
advance to finals.

On the first day, the shooters
will begin with 75 targets in the
initial round and it will be divided
into three rounds of 25 targets
each. On the second day on
Tuesday, 50 targets will be in
total and will divided into two
rounds of 25 targets each.

Al Khatri completed his offi-
cial training session on Sunday
under the watchful eye of Italian
coach Luca Marini. He com-

Oman'’s Said al Khatri with coach Luca Marini

pleted some positive training
sessions in the couple of days
ahead of the competitions at the
Chateauroux Shooting Center.

He arrived earlier in France to
train hard alongside other inter-
national shooters. Additionally,
he participated in an external
training camp in ltaly for several
days prior to the start of the
Games.

This camp and the short train-
ing in Chateauroux will help the
Omani shooter gain more confi-
dence, adapt to the competition
environment and become famil-
iar with the weapons and varying
weather conditions. This will
raise his chances of achieving
good scores in the qualifying
rounds.

Marini, said that the qualifying

competitions will feature many
shooters from various countries.
“It is expected to be tough com-
petition as everyone aims to se-
cure a spot in the next stage.
Olympic debutant Al Khatri will
eye to set and break personal
records besides improving his
world ranking and earn addi-
tional points to enhance his in-

ternational and regional
presence in various champi-
onships.

Competing in the Olympics is
a significant opportunity for him
to gain valuable technical skills
and experience. This participa-
tion will provide Al Khatri with
more responsibility and confi-
dence to compete in upcoming
regional, continental and interna-
tional championships,” Marini
said.

Technical leaders
meeting for Athletics
The technical meeting for athlet-
ics competitions will take place
on Tuesday. The national athlet-
ics coach, Fahad Khalfan al
Mashaykhi, will attend the meet-
ing to represent Oman as ath-
letes Ali al Balushi and Mazoon
al Alawi will participate in the
100m event.

Swimmer Issa eyeing a positive
performance in 100m freestyle

Paris, France - Swimmer Issa al
Adawi, who is making his sec-
ond attendance at the
Olympics after Tokyo Games
in 2020, is undergoing inten-
sive training at Paris La De-
fense Arena in Paris. Issa will
compete on Tuesday in the
100m freestyle event and the
competition will begin at 1:15
PM (Oman time). The Omani
swimmer will look to deliver a
positive performance in his
second Olympic appearance
and achieve new records.

Al Zubair Meets
Sports Delegation
Sheikh Khalid Mohammed al
Zubair, Chairman of Oman
Olympic Committee (OOCQ),
met the members of the sports
delegation which is represent-
ing Oman at Paris 2024
Olympic Games on Saturday.
At the beginning of the meet-
ing, the Chairman of OOC con-
gratulated all the athletes on
their qualifications and atten-
dance in the most prestigious
sporting event in the world.

He urged them to gain the
maximum technical benefit
from this significant Olympic
participation and to achieve the
highest possible technical
gains. He also encouraged
them to double their efforts

Issa al Adawi

The OOC Chairman
congratulated all
the athletes on
their qualifications
and attendance

in the Olympics

and deliver high-level perfor-
mances to honour Oman and
raise the country's flag high in
this major sporting event.

0O0C chairman met

Oman’s ambassador
Sheikh Khalid Mohammed al
Zubair, Chairman of (O0C)
and head of Oman's delegation
to the Paris Olympics met with
HE Ambassador Ahmed Mo-

hammed al Oraimi at Oman's
embassy headquarters in Paris.
The meeting was attended by
members of the official delega-
tion and several officials from
Oman's embassy in France. Al
Zubair praised all the facilities
and services provided by H.E.
the Ambassador and the mem-
bers of Oman's embassy in
Paris over the past months en-
suring the successful participa-
tion of Oman'’s delegation in
this major Olympic event. HE
Ambassador expressed his
happiness with Oman's partic-
ipation in Paris 2024 Olympic
Games. He conveyed his best
wishes to the sports delegation
of Oman with his hopes to
achieve the desired and ad-
vanced results at the Olympics.

SITUATION WANTED

A senior printing press/adver-
tising management executive,
with extensive experience and
clear plan to train Omanis in

printing press management, is
looking for a suitable job.
Contact: +968-92102442

Indian,Male(25),CA Inter, 4
years of experience in the field

of auditing and accounts . look-
ing for a job in the field of audit-
ing or accounts.

Email : nnijas98@gmail.com
Phone: +968-79719058

Sohar

Muscat 9014 6672, 9679 0684
9731 6218 | Salalah 9429 9325

www.orbit-oman.com

¢ Fleet of 2,000 vehicles

¢ Choose from a wide range
of brands & models

* PDO, OXY and BP spec
vehicles available

o Attractive rates for short-term
& long-term lease

The most efficient and authentic
Ayurvedic Treatment & Medicine,
Yoga, Kalari, Panchakarma, Massage,
Dhara etc... Rehabilitation, Beauty
therpay & post Delivery Care

Zaher Building ,1st Floor, Flat 8A,

Al Khuwair Service Road ,near Al Zawawi
Mosque & Burger-king Tel:24475280,
GSM: 95371664 , 92504980,
Website:www.siddhayur.com

I VHYAGAWRIHARSUKHRAI OZA, (holder of
Indian Passport M2294522 SON of/daughter of
HARSUKHRAI DALPATRAM OZA having
permanent residence in 11, VANDANA ,
TILAKROAD, GHATKOPAR EAST MUMBAI
400077 .complete postal address in India), and
presently residing in FLAT NO-10, BUILDING
NO 1599 WAY NO:3123, RUWI, MUSCAT,
SULTANATE OF OMAN (complete postal
address in Oman, intend to change my name
from VUYAGAWRI HARSUKHRAI OZA to
(Old name) BHARTIHARSUKHRAI OZA (new
name) for all practical . Any objection towards
my name change may please be communicated
to Embassy of India, Muscat, Diplomatic
Quarters, Al Khuwair, PO Box No : 1727, Postal
Code 112, Ruwi, Sultanate of Oman.

FOR

RENT/SALE

Available 2100 sq meter best in class
Warehouse cum office Space,
fully furnished ready to use, Located at
Prime area of Ghala in the heart of the
city having easy access to airport &
express Way.

Contact: Mr.Sumit Mudgil - 95616835

Girish Sewani-93893596

SEND
YOUR
REQUEST
FOR

wishes to

with your resident
card copy
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Local authorities are keen to encourage
responsible tourism on the route that
winds between Italy’s Cinque Terre

ove is in the air as one of Italy’s most

famous walking routes is set to re-
open after more than a decade.

Known as the most romantic walk

in the world, the Via dell’Amore or

‘Path of Love' is located in between

Riomaggiore and Manarola. It closed

back in 2012 after a landslide injured

four tourists and

caused the trail

to need repairs. After extensive renova-

tion, it reopened on July 27.

What is the Via
dell’Amore?

The Tkm long route winds around a string
of five villages that make up the Cinque
Terre UNESCO World Heritage Site. The
paved pathway hugs the coast with stun-
ning views of the landscape and sea.

It was built during the modernisation
of the railway line between Genoa and La
Spezia at the beginning of the 20th cen-
tury. Railroad workers needed a way to
get between Riomaggiore and Manarola

while a tunnel was constructed.

The footpath was carved out of the
hard rock face overhanging the sea and
legend is it became a meeting place for
lovers from the two towns.

The restoration project has contained
the rocks above and below the pathway
with steel mesh and planted 8,800 plants
to reinforce the landscape. A monitoring
system has also been installed so that
warnings can be given in advance about
any potential landslides.

Overtourism on the Via
del’Amore

Liguria's Cinque Terre is made up of five
villages famous for their jewel-toned
buildings set into the cliffs above the sea.
This UNESCO World Heritage Site is sur-
rounded by a national park and around
2.4 million people visit every year to walk,
boat or cycle their way through the pic-
turesque surroundings.

As one of the most famous stretches
of the Cinque Terre coastline, the Via
dell’Amore is massively popular with vis-
itors. The string of seaside villages has
been battling against mass tourism, last
year introducing fines of up to 275 for
visitors that block traffic or pedestrians
by lingering for selfies.

Giovanni Toti, president of the Liguria
Region, has said that the Via dell' Amore
is a “jewel for our region, not just for
those who visit".

Liguria is hoping to curb overtourism
by introducing a booking system for
those who want to walk the path.

The number of visitors allowed on the
path each hour is capped at 400 and
walkers have to book their ticket online
or purchase one at the park's ticket
booths.

The booking site is currently being up-
dated but last year tickets cost 5andin-
cluded entrance to the Castle of
Riomaggiore.

The Via dell’Amore is one of four sec-
tions of the Sentiero Azzuro or ‘Blue
Path'. It is one of the most popular hiking
trails in the Cinque Terre National Park
and connects the five villages together.

Blue Path

The Blue Path starts from Riomaggiore
making its way to Monterosso al Mare
through Manarola, Corniglia and Ver-
nazza. The route is around 12 kilometres
long and reaches a maximum altitude of
roughly 200 metres in the tiny village of
Vernazza.

You can walk the whole path in about
five hours and it is split into four different
sections. The Via dell’Amore is the first
section of the route.

The Cinque Terre National Park re-
quires visitors to pay a fee to access
some paths like this. Along the route,
there are checkpoints for walkers to buy
the Cinque Terre Trekking Card which al-
lows you to use facilities within the park.
It costs 7.50 for a day and 14.50 for
two days.

You can also buy a card that gives you
access to the hiking trails and unlimited
train travel on Cinque Terre Express
trains between Levanto, Cinque Terre
and La Spezia. It costs 18.20 for one day,

33 for two days and 47 for three days.
Discounts are available for children, se-
niors and families.

(Courtesy: euronews.com)
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A Crash Landing on You location in Switzerland

TO REAL

hat do Dubrovnik,

Iseltwald, Waikato

town of Matamata

and Krong Siem Reap
have in common? What could tie these
places together even though they are
located on different continents? Quite
strangely, the common lures are the
iconic portrayal of locations in these
destinations on the small screen as
well as the silver screen.

From Game of Thrones, to Crash
Landing on You, from the Lord of the
Rings movie series to the cult classic
Mortal Kombat, travellers are visiting
these locations to experience them-
selves the exhilaration of being in the
same locations where iconic shots of
their beloved movies and serials were
taken.

During the COVID-19 lockdown,
many viewers got an opportunity to
binge watch their favourite shows and
movies at home. The 'Hallyu wave'
(Korean wave) stunned the viewers
and searches for

/;c'e:“like

p
Busan, Seoul and Itaewon

surged. The stunning visuals that com-
forted them amid the lockdown are
now morphed as ‘must visit' travel des-
tinations.

Thus, looking at the demand of trav-
ellers wanting to visit these exotic lo-
cations, travel agents in Oman, too, are
now updating their offerings with spe-
cial offers and packages that serve
these interests of many tourists. After
all, most would love to return from
travel with prized pictures of them-
selves at these dream destinations.

Croatia

Croatia, located between central and
northeast Europe and known for its
stunning beaches and bountiful nature

reserves, has suddenly shot into the
limelight not for its natural splendour
but for being the backdrop for the pop-
ular HBO show Game of Thrones.

Suraj Shroff, manager (holidays)
with Zahara Holidays in Muscat,
Oman says, “Visitors often want to ex-
perience new, yet fun, places. Hence,
the demand to visit Japan, Korea and
Croatia has increased after COVID-19.
Families visit them to feel a sense of
belonging and recognition. There is an
itinerary that has been created based
on the places they have seen on
screen.

The one location that seems to be
on top of the list for those with a
Schengen visa is Dubrovnik in Croatia,
Shroff says, crediting travellers' inter-
est in this location to the mega hit HBO
show - Game of Thrones.

One such sought after location is
the fictional place of ‘King's
landing’.

Shot in the old town area of Dubrovnik,
this UNESCO World Heritage site is a
medieval architecture wonderland.
Currently, a Game of Thrones prequel
- House of the Dragon - is also being
shot at the same location.

Switzerland

One location that has surprisingly be-
come a popular location for Korean
drama buffs is Iseltwald in Switzerland.
This old village town had natural
beauty all around but shot to unprece-
dented prominence when Korean
drama Crash Landing on You scouted
it and filmed one of the series’ most
iconic scenes on the wooden pier on
Lake Brienz - the centrepiece of a riv-
eting romantic scene in the show.

The demand of tourists to visit this
pier has reached such a paramount
level that the local government had to
add a chargeable barricade with a
US$5.6 (RO2.16) selfie fee. The village
now plans holiday season traffic con-
trols in order to avoid being run over by
tourists.

Adding a Bollywood angle to this
European destination, many of the ex-
pats visit Switzerland for their ‘Yash

Raj’ moment in the Swiss Alps.
Dubbed as the ‘The King of Romance'
Yash Chopra was a beloved film di-

rector who brought Switzerland and
its natural beauty to the main

screen in India in the Hindi film Dil-

T —

wale Dulhani Le Jayenge (DDLJ)
which became an all-time favourite.
This resulted a whole generation of
cinephiles and honeymooners wanting
to visit the many famous locations to
recreate a pose from the film. Seeing
the surge of tourist from India, the
Swiss government has erected a statue
of Yash Chopra, at Interlaken.

New Zealand

The quaint little sleepy Waikato town

CELLULOID CRUSH

One of the most popular
reasons why tourists throng
certain destinations worldwide
is to see in reality the iconic
locations where some of their
favourite movies and tele-serials
were shot — as in Switzerland,
Croatia, S Korea, et al

of Matamata is a hub of great promi-
nence, thanks to the iconic movie Lord
of the Rings. The economical boost
that New Zealand has achieved has
been paramount to their annual GDP.
The Eagles at Wellington airport wel-
come visitors giving them a glimpse of
‘Middle earth’.

The drive towards Matamata or
Hobbiton to the movie nerds, is riddled
with different location exits and visitors
are spoiled for choice. Data proves that
leisure visitors to New Zealand in-

A Game of Thrones location

creased by a drastic 40% post the first
movie release. New Zealand's film in-
dustry now generates about
US$2.08bn in GDP annually, thanks to
movies like Mulan, King Kongand even
Avatar.

Cambodia

Neha Mankar, head of Club 7 Holidays,
sharing a guest experience, disclosed
that a group of 25, returning from a
tourist location in Cambodia, had to
make a halt midway to meet an infant’s
urgent request - an avid fan of Mortal
Kombat, the kid simply wanted to
strike martial arts poses at that popular
spot. Hence, Mankar concludes, that
nostalgia plays a very important factor
in influencing one person's choice dur-
ing leisure travel.

S Korea

An avid fan of the Korean boy band
BTS, Tanvi Shirgaokar, an Indian expa-
triate, says she travelled twice to Korea
just to see her idols in action. The first
was a concert for with she purchased
tickets and the second was a lucky win
to meet her idols at a ‘Fan Cafe'. KPop
fans are often the primary source of
‘emergency ticketing’, travel agents in
Muscat say.

Tanvi shares that she not only se-
cured a ‘fast track’ visa appointment
with the Embassy of Korea but also got
timely assistance to complete all for-
malities for her trip not to miss out on
her treasured trip to Seoul.

(Contributed by Nisha Joshi)
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