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Recoveries near 100,000

99,997 recover from COVID-19 in Oman as number of deaths rises

Shaddad al Musalmy
Muscat

Even as the situation arising out
of the COVID-19 pandemic turns
grimmer in Oman, with the num-
ber of deaths continuing to rise,
there is a silver lining in the form
of the recovery rate - 87.8 per
cent of those infected have re-
covered, accounting for close to
100,000 people.

On Tuesday, 329 infected
people had recovered while 13
succumbed to the virus. ‘The
total number of recoveries has
increased to 99,997, while the
number of deaths has reached
1,203, a Ministry of Health
(MoH) statement said.

Currently, there are 12,154 ac-
tive cases. ‘On Tuesday, 466
new cases of the novel coron-
avirus (COVID-19) were re-
ported, taking the total to
113,820. A total of 435 patients
were admitted in health institu-
tions, including 182 in ICUs,’ the
MoH stated.

H E Dr Ahmed bin Mo-
hammed al Sa'eedi, Minister of
Health, recently explained that
the COVID-19 mortality rate in
the sultanate is under one per
cent of the number of infections.
“The healthcare force is doing its
best, but its members are suffer-

ing. They are fatigued with some
of them deprived of off days for
the past six months,” he said.
He appealed to everyone to
understand that this virus
spreads fast and there is an im-

The more we cooperate and rally efforts
of the government, citizens and residents
as one, the more we can cut down the
number of infections and ease pressure
on health establishments

H E DR AHMED BIN MOHAMMED AL SA'EEDI

minent risk of a third wave of in-
fections, which has already
started in many countries.

“The more we cooperate and
rally efforts of the government,
citizens and residents as one, the

more we can cut down the num-
ber of infections and ease pres-
sure on health establishments,”
H E Dr Sa'eedi said.

According to the World
Health Organization, successful

treatment of patients requires
timely diagnosis and health
system capacity to provide care,
besides the protection of health-
care workers and sufficient med-
ical supplies.

Meanwhile, the infection
curve's upward trend has been
slow in the past few days owing
to government imposed restric-
tions. There were less than 500
daily cases during and after the
night curfew that ended on
October 24.

© @shadadm

Swift response
to COVID-19
exemplary: IMF

Our Correspondent
Muscat

International Monetary Fund
(IMF) has described Oman
and the GCC's response to
the COVID-19 pandemic as
‘exemplary’.

Kristalina Georgieva, man-
aging director of IMF, com-
mended the strong public
health systems in the region,
which she said “has kept fatal-
ity rates in the GCC among the
lowest in the world”, while
also lauding the fiscal re-
sponse to support the local
economies and livelihood of
millions of nationals as well as
expatriates.

“| want to stress where you
have been really exemplary in
this region - rising to the chal-
lenge with swift policy re-
sponses,”  Kristalina said
during a meeting of the minis-
ters of finance and central
bank governors of the GCC on
Sunday.

“You have enhanced al-
ready strong public health sys-
tems, and that has kept fatality
rates in the GCC among the
lowest in the world. And that

Kristalina Georgieva

is precious because this crisis
is above all a human tragedy.
You have taken as good care
as possible of your people.
Bahrain and the UAE rapidly
deployed some of the largest
per capita testing and contact
tracing regimes in the world.
And | cannot stress enough
how important having those in
place is for people and for the
economy.”

Talking of economic pack-
ages and support, she said,
"Fiscal packages and liquidity
support have protected in-
comes and livelihoods, and the
financial sector.”

Continued on Page 03
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Travel
agency
fined
RO1,000

Our Correspondent
Muscat

A court in Muscat ordered a
travel agency to pay
RO1,000 as fine and sen-
tenced its owner to a prison
term of one month after he
violated the Consumer Pro-
tection Law.

A statement issued by
the Consumer Protection
Authority (CPA) said the
court gave the verdict after
the travel agency misled a
consumer.

‘A complaint was re-
ceived from a consumer
stating that he had reserved
five return tickets to travel
from Muscat to Amman,
but the travel agency re-
served only one-way tickets.
When the consumer later
enquired about baggage
limit, he was informed that
only one-way tickets
had been booked. This
prompted the consumer to
book tickets from another
travel agency,’ CPA said.

‘The accused must pay
the expenses (RO715) for
the violation of Article 20
of the Consumer Protec-
tion Law," the statement
added.

Nets removed from
coral reefs near
Damaniyat Islands

Our Correspondent
Muscat

As part of its efforts to preserve
the environment from pollution,
the Environment Authority (EA),
in cooperation with the Blue
Water Divers team, has removed
fishing nets and ropes entangled
in coral reefs near the Damaniyat

Islands Nature Reserve.

The authority said the clean-
ing activities were carried out on
coral reefs near Kasma lIsland
near the nature reserve.

"The Environment Authority
wants to draw the attention of
fishermen on the need to engage
in their work away from the
islands so that their nets don't

get entangled in coral reefs due
to marine currents,’ stated the
authority.

Camping activities in the re-
serve will resume on November
1. From the beginning of May till
the end of October, which is the
nesting season, camping in the
Damaniyat Islands Nature Re-
serve is prohibited.

Application date extended
for higher education seats

Muscat - The Higher Education
Admission Centre (HEAC) at the
Ministry of Higher Education, Re-
search and Innovation on Mon-
day announced an extension to
the deadline for applications for
vacant seats and new pro-
grammes in the second sorting of
the academic year 2020/21 to
1pm on October 31.

The extension will provide an

opportunity for a greater number
of students, especially those who
did not receive academic offers in
the first sorting, to apply for the
new programmes offered by pri-
vate and government universities
and colleges.

The centre announced on its
website that there are 5,309 va-
cant seats for the second sorting
- 1,138 seats are in government

higher education institutions,
4,132 in private higher education
institutions and 39 external
scholarship and grant seats.

The centre will announce the
results of the second sorting on
November 5. Applicants will be
given five days (Nov 8-12) for
registration procedures in the
higher education institutions.
ONA

NSS-Credit Oman ink credit insurance pact

Muscat - Nama Shared Services
Company (NSS), a member of
Nama Group, has signed a Credit
Insurance System Agreement
with Credit Oman.

The agreement, signed at
Credit Oman headquarters in
Airport Heights, stipulates that
NSS will provide services in the
field of guaranteeing sales of
Omani institutions in the event of
insolvency or bankruptcy of
buyers for their products or
services.

Ahmed al Rahbi, general man-
ager, represented NSS in the
signing ceremony while Sheikh
Khalil Ahmed al Harthi, CEO,
represented Credit Oman.

Modern technologies will pro-
vide a new and integrated digital
system to speed up processes
and ensure flexible and simple
transactions for customers. Also,

ul@c ay)S
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the system will contribute to the
speed, efficiency and accuracy of
underwriting mechanisms and
risk management in order to pro-
vide integrated insurance solu-
tions that will meet the current
and future needs of Omani ex-
porters and manufacturers.

The partnership is the first of
its kind for NSS outside Nama
Group. The company is looking
forward to expanding its services
to achieve common objectives
with development institutions in
various fields in the sultanate and
sustain the national economy.

Challenges of media groups discussed

Our Correspondent
Muscat

As part of its efforts to support
private and government media
institutions, the Media Commit-
tee of the Shura Council held a

meeting on Tuesday.

The meeting discussed the
challenges being faced by the
media industry and appropriate
alternatives to ensure the contin-
uation of the work of some gov-
ernment and private media

institutions.

The meeting also discussed a
proposal for a study on investing
in Omani films and television se-
ries which would help provide
employment opportunities for
citizens.
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Max Min
Abu Dhabi 31 21
Doha 32 23
Kuwait City 33 21
Manama 31 23
Riyadh 31 14

PRAYER TIMINGS

Fajr 4.54am
Sunrise 6.10am
Duhr 11.56am
Asr 3.11pm
Maghrib 5.36pm
Isha 6.47pm

HOTLINES

24-hour pharmacies

Scientific Pharmacy: Qurm
24566601, Ruwi 24702850

Muscat Pharmacy: Ruwi
24702542, Salalah 23291635
Al Hashar Pharmacy: Ruwi
24783334

Hospitals and Clinics

Al Hayat International
Hospital, Al Ghubra-
22004000, 94442000

Al Raffah Hospital: Muscat -
24618900/1/2/3

Sohar - 26704639/49/50

Apollo Hospital Muscat,
Hamriya: 24787766, 24787780
Abeer Hospital, Ruwi, Muscat
24770800, 90999334

Starcare Hospital: 24557200
Emergency number: 24558333
Dr Harub's Clinic:

24563217, 99254940
Emirates Medical Center:
24604540

KIMS Oman Hospital:
24760105

Lama Polyclinic: CBD
24799077; Al Khuwayr
24478817; Sohar 26751128
Muscat Eye Laser Centre:
24691414

Muscat Private Hospital:
24583600

Health4All Medical Centre:
24486005, 24483009

Muscat Municipality: 80077222
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Mode of education subject to
infection rate, classroom strength

Our Correspondent
Muscat

In the new academic session
commencing on November 1, the
mode of education - classroom,
distance or blended - will depend
on the COVID-19 infection rate
and the number of students in the
class or school where it is
located.

Grade 1 to 11 students are
more likely to have distance edu-
cation, while Grade 12 students
will attend school on a weekly
on/off basis. However, if their
normal class strength is 16, they
will attend regular daily classes.

Speaking to Oman TV, H E Dr
Abdullah bin Khamis Ambosaidi,
Undersecretary for Administra-
tion and Financial Affairs in the
Ministry of Education (MoE),
said, “Education should start, not
wait for the pandemic to pass.
Students of Grade 12 will return
to school 100 per cent or 50 per
cent (alternate weeks), while

students of Grade 1to 11 in most
schools of the sultanate will
be studying through distance
learning.”

The ministry has provided two
types of learning platforms - min-
istry sites, in addition to an elec-
tronic library, for Grade 1to 4, and
Google Classroom for students of
Grade 5to 12.

He informed that MoE is

working with telecommunica-
tions companies to strengthen
the Internet and extend connec-
tivity to schools that are not in the
network, and added that the min-
istry has introduced a mecha-
nism to support families that
cannot provide computers for
their children.

“The mode of education will
vary in schools depending on the

(Photo for illustrative purpose)

student density of each class. The
number of students in a class
must not exceed 16 to ensure
physical distancing,” H E Ambo-
saidi said. The directorate general
in each governorate is now work-
ing on the classification of
schools in their jurisdiction into
the  integrated  education
system which will be announced
this week.

Students of Grade 12 in all
schools in the sultanate will
undergo the same final examina-
tion assessment procedure - 60
per cent by the ministry, 40 per
cent in school. Tests for Grade 1
to 11 will be assessed at the
school level.

Talking about private schools,
he said, “The return of students in
these schools has been approved
but will depend on the plan pre-
sented by them to the ministry,
which factors in health precau-
tionary measures and the avail-
ability of quality education. The
ministry will decide in light of
these to grant approval to the
schools.

“Any educational directorate
that contracts bus owners
for students' transport should en-
sure that health requirements
are met.”

Additionally, H E Ambosaidi
said guardians should not send
their children to school if they
have any symptoms of infection.

Swift response to COVID-19 exemplary: IMF

Continued from Page 01
“Timely and innovative measures
included tax exemptions and de-
ferrals, cash transfers, and subsi-
dies to small and medium-sized
enterprises,” Kristalina said.

She added that the GCC
countries should continue doing
what they know works. “Keep in-
vesting in health systems. Main-
tain  supportive fiscal and
monetary policies until we are
out of the woods of the health
crisis. And increasingly target
households and businesses most

in need. Then start shifting sup-
port away to firms that are likely
to succeed and to individuals
most in need.”

The next priority she said
should be to accelerate reforms.

“What are the priorities? Di-
versifying government revenue,
something that you have already
started; and making spending
more efficient.” Creating oppor-
tunities, especially for young
people and women, is the need
of the hour, according to IMF's
managing director. “In the fiscal

area, in recent years, Saudi Ara-
bia has diversified revenues by
establishing excises and a value
added tax (VAT). And it has re-
allocated spending to focus on
the pandemic. Oman is likewise
cutting some spending and start-
ing a VAT. The UAE and Bahrain
have introduced VATs as well.
And the Emirates, Qatar and
other GCC members are cutting
inefficient fuel subsidies. All of
this is very positive, and it needs
to continue, besides strengthen-
ing social safety nets, improving

the management of government
assets and liabilities, particularly
given the increase in debt. And
most importantly, putting in
place robust medium-term fiscal
frameworks so we can anchor
expectations for stability.”
Following that, she said,
would be the turn of diversifying
and greening GCC economies.
“You are already doing a lot of
this. | want to praise you for what
you have done on the digital
front. Full standalone 5G wireless
in this region will enable remote

work, education, telemedicine
and e-governance, and you can
pursue with even more imagina-
tion the application of technolo-
gies to be even more competitive
in areas where the digital revolu-
tion clearly is accelerating.

“You have such a wonderful
chance to go green. The sunis as
abundant - more abundant than
oil. And you can continue what
you have been doing, making
sure that nature, something that
you so much value, is vibrant and
resilient.”

Muscat

Our Correspondent

400 steppe eagles
recorded in Dhofar

Union for Conservation of Na-
ture.

2021.

eagles.

an

In efforts to protect rare birds,
the Office for Conservation of
the Environment (OCE) in the
Diwan of Royal Court is con-
ducting a field survey on
steppe eagle in the Gover-
norate of Dhofar. The survey
began earlier this month and
will continue until

OCE is cooperating with
the International
search Foundation in Austria
and the preliminary studies in-
dicate that the sultanate is
considered one of the environ-
mentally important areas for
steppe eagle. The field survey
recorded nearly 400 steppe

The steppe eagle is a mi-
gratory bird that spends the
summer in Central Asia and
migrates with the onset of
winter to southern Ara-
bia. It is considered
endangered
species by the In-
ternational

March

Bird Re-

The steppe eagle (Aquila ni-
palensis) is a large bird of prey.
Like all eagles, it belongs to the
family Accipitridae. Owing to
its well-feathered legs, the
steppe eagle is grouped as a
member of the Aquilinae sub-
family, also known as the
‘booted eagles'.

In treeless areas of steppe
habitats, these eagles tend to
nest, often on or near an out-
crop, but sometimes even on
flat, wide-open ground, in a
rather flat nest. They are the
only eagles to nest primarily
on the ground.

GCC interior ministers discuss cooperation

Muscat- Ministers of interior in
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
states held their 37t meeting via
videoconferencing on Tuesday.
The sultanate's side was
headed by H E Sayyid Hamoud
bin Faisal al Busaidi, Minister of
Interior, in the presence of Maj

Hatmi, Assistant Inspector Gen-
eral of Police and Customs for
Operations.

The meeting discussed a
number of topics related to secu-
rity cooperation and coordina-
tion to enhance joint efforts
among member states.

Gen Hamad bin Sulaiman al H E Sayyid Hamoud al Busaidi ONA
MA;M‘)Q&M;M;&W&M .‘f‘"}' e
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In the time of COVID-19, taking care of your
heart is more important than ever before

USE®TOBEAT®

Diagnose Heart Diseases and Treat Early

SPECIAL HEART SCREENING PACKAGES

BADR Special Heart omr

Screening Package™*

10

Framingham Risk Scoring | Consultation with

Cardiology GP | Blood Sugar (Fasting) | Serum
Cholesterol | ECG | ECHO (Screening Only) | HDL |

Blood Pressure Monitoring | BMI

Valid till 30" Nov. 2020 | * Valid till 31* Oct. 2020

MoH 523/2020 **

BADR Comprehensive Heart gyr
Screening Package*

49

Consultation with Cardiology GP | Echocardiogram / TMT | ECG |
Chest X-Ray | CBC | Blood Sugar (Fasting) | Blood Sugar (PP) | Lipid

Profile | Liver Function Test | Renal Function Test | Urine Analysis

¢
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@ WORLD.
HEART DAY
WORLD.

Badr Healthy owmr
Heart Card** 99

Package & Card Available at: Ruwi | Al Khoud |
Al Khuwair | Barka | Salalah | Nizwa | Falaj | Sohar

For more information
@ 24799760

www.badralsamaahospitals.com
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Tender 7 /2020

setwiont [eamatnm
SUMENL \Eromotion

The Internal Tenders Committee at Ministry of Commerce and
Industry & Investment Promotion announces the following tender:

Tender
No

Title of the Tender

Tender
document
price R.O

{un refund-
able)

Company
rate

Deadline
for Tender
Document
collection

Deadline
For Offers
Submission

12020

Cleaning Services,
gardens maintenace, landscaping
maintenance and Rodents and insects
control for the year 2021

Specialized

Tuesday
24/11/2020
10:00 am

Monday
9/11/2020

Companies Specialized in such fields and the Omani Local Companies that have valid registration certificate
from the Tender Board and a valid tax card issued by tax Authority can participate and obtain requirement for
proposals and tender terms from the following website :
https://etendering tenderboard.gov.omi

Offers should be submitted online to the above mentioned website. enclosed with a copy of Bank Guarantee or
certified cheque issued by a local bank in the Sultanate of Oman values (1% )of the offer, valid for (90) days
from the date of offer submission and addressed to H.E the Undersecretary of Ministry of Commerce and
Industry. Chairman of the Internal Tender Committee.
Offers shall be submitted in a wax-sealed envelopes accompanied by the original Bank Guarantee or the cheque
to the Secretariat of the Internal Tender Committee located in second floor of the Ministry's main building in

Muttrah AlKubraa.

3-  The Ministry is not bound to accept the lowest or any other submitted offer.

Naote: Priority shall be given to companies and institutions whose bid has the highest Omanisation rate | It is
necessary to attach a document that proves so from the concemed authority

Correspondences:

- Tender inquiries; All correspondence pertaining to TENDER Inguiries shall be online through E-Tendering
System . ( https://etendering tenderboard gov.om)
E-Tendering System inguiries : All correspondences pertaining to the technical support of E-Tendering System
shall be directed to the following helpdesk email address and phone number,

st moci.gov.om

Tel. :+968 24166670

E-mail

W @moci_oman

:etenderhd @ita.gov.om

(6] @mociip.om

f mcioman
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2021 Renault Master L4H3 offers flexibility

The Renault Master L4H3
MY2021 is a blend of useful
space, versatile interior, seg-
ment-leading features and low
running costs. L4H3 MY2021
sets the standard with its effi-
cient engine to help business

users and trades to do their work
more easily and effectively.
Apart from L4H3, Renault
Master is also available in two
other variants, L1H1, L2H2.
The key features of Renault
Master MY2021 includes safety

attributes such as driver and pas-
senger airbags, emergency brake
assistance, tyre pressure moni-
toring system, rear view camera,
comfort qualities such as electric
front window (driver & passen-
ger), electric mirrors, C -shaped

DRL, rear glazed doors with 270°
opening and heated rear win-
dow, floor anchorage points in
the load area, side anchorage
points in the load area.

A spokesperson for Renault
Oman, from the house of Suhail

Bahwan Automobiles, said, “Re-
nault Master continues to offer
businesses and trades remark-
able flexibility. It sets the bar very
high and is powerful, economical
and safe. The LCV line-up has
generated a high demand.”

Jelaid iyaall
Al Madina Takaful Everything in harmony

Al ading Inueseor Compaey SADG,
Mbucat Ciand Mas, &) 00 Moo,
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L reachur@slmasnatakaful.com
wearm i sSatakaluloom

Chairman’s Report

Dear Shareholders,

Assalamu alatkum wa rahamatuflahi wa Baraicatubhl
[May the Peace, Mercy and Blessing of Allah be with youl)

On behall of the Boand of Directors, and Management team of Al Madina Insurance Co SADG [*the Company™], | am
pleased to present to you a repart on the performance of the Company for the period ending on 30th Septembaer

2020,

The nine months of 2020 has been unigue and has presented |5 own chaflionges. The Qutbreak of Novel corona
wirus continues Do kmpact business, causing disnigiions to businesses and econgmic adtivitkes which have been felt
across industries and geographies. The Company howewer, managed to maintain continuity of its profitable
operatians under these extraordinary cireumstances and provided seamiess customer wervice Ehrough s digital

platforms.
Dperating Environment

The [nsurance emvironment has been Both volstile & turbulent. The global idurance & relntusance market
witnested continwing hardening of rates due to Insurers” performance being under conskderable pressine. The
CONTD 19 related claim |labilities have added to the difficult situation in Inurance market.

Results lrom Operations

The Company cantinues to maintain profit scress all prodect lines while strengthening 1t reserves by adopting
guarterly actuarial validation of Company™s resendes. The underwriting surplus from Takalil operations befone
Investment income, mudarib share and Wakala fees reghitered an 15% growth amounting to RO 3.97mn lor the
thisd quarter of 2020 a3 againat B0 3.45mn in the cormesponding period of 2019, The growth in underwriting
surpdus is & result of prudent underwriting, best risk selection policy and ability to react to emerging difficult

sdtuakion.

Al Mading continues to maintain a healthy and well-batanced portfolio acrass abl lines of business supported by
high-guality glabal Reinsurance arrangements. The Company b constantly enhancing Ity customer experience

through process autamathon, professional expertise and top of the line claims senvicing,

Investment Income

The Company continues to moniter IT5 ivestmeant book well while ensiering that investments ane diversibied and

Profitability of the company

Your Compary delivered a strong performance and registened a 49% increase in net profit atter tax of RO 1.36mn.
arcompared ta RD 911K Tor the corredponding period of 20019, In order bo meet with the sound practices of Takatul
and recommendations of the regulstors, your Company may adjust the Wakala fee to reduce the deficat, if any in
the participant’s sccount at the yearend ad in the previous years.

Risk Management
The company constantly evaluates its risks sssociated with the insurance business a1 well & it Mwestments and
adopts necestany measures o manage these ritks

Company’s Dutiook & Vislon

The operating emvironment s expected to remain challenging due to Pandemic induced global ecanomic
slowdown and hardening Relnsurance market. Your Company will aim to maintain its market position and i fully
focused on Gross Written Contributions growth, despite the challenges.

The Company also expects to increase its proficability in 2020 through weli-planned sades inltiatives, expansion of
Direet sales distributhon channel, dhciplined undenwriting & efficient claims adminisration. The Company will
oontinwe o invest on IT upgrades, Process sutomations and digitization of Insurance proceises for @ positive
engagement with customers. The Company will explore every possible growth opporiunily within the islamic
Ninance space lor optimlzing the Investment Incomee in line with the Company's risk appetite

The Comparry continued 1o maintain its steady (rack record of having shways Been driven by and supportive ol
national objectives, such i in job creation and Omanization

Acknowledgements

On behalf of the Board, we extend owr thanks to our customers, buniness partners, shareholders, and staff members
fioe their support, We akso thank and appreciate the Capital Matet Authority for theic constant support and their
initiathnes oriented towards the insurance Market, with special emphatis on the development of Takatul inserance
in the country.

W wish all of you good health and safety.

We extend our gratifude and appereciation to Hi Majesty Sultan Haltham bin Tarig for his vision and leadership,

May God Bless you sl

remain compliant to Sharia Principles. The imvestment environment remains challenging with equity and real
Estate yields being under pressune, Howeser, your Company has been prudently managing Its investments and
increased its investment income by 18% to BD 1.0Imn & at Seplember 2020 as sgainit RO B58 K in the
correspanding period of 2019,

Dr. Mohammed Ali Al Barwani
Chairman of the Boand

UNAUDITED CONDENSED INTERIM STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION AS AT 30 SEFTEMBER 2020

56,516,465

Shareholders' fund Participants® fund Grand total
Ganeral takaful Family takaful Total particlpants’ fund
Unaudited Audited Unawdited Audited  Unaudited Audited Unaudited Aunited Unauwdited Audited
30 September 11 Decomber 30 September 371 Decemter30 Septamber 31 December 30 September 31 December 30 September 31 Decembei
2020 2018 2020 28 020 208 2020 2019 2020 2018
RO .1%] RO RO RO RO RO RD RO RO
ASSETS
Cash and cash equivalents 1,661,907 1340320 4951645 4450957 155,544 181,685 5,137,189 4632652 6,799,090 LE-
Irvrestrnents carried at talr value through proficor loss 1.201,302 1308445 = = - = - = 1201302 1308445
Takatul balance recelvable - - 12210930 12,181,562 1,001,023 955,173 13,211,153 13,146,735 13211153 13,146,735
Retakatul | reinsurance batance receivable ] 1304516 187,049 32408 40,195 1336924 237044 1336924 227344
Recelvable from participants’ lund - family takaful = o] 254877 1. 598,675 = = 54877 1598675 THLATT 1,598,675
Receivable from participants’ lund 21626810 1.524 565 - - - - - 21626170 1.524 565
Due from retakatul | reinsurance companies in
connection with rakaful Rabilickes - o] FI0LETE 42900049 13T na 1,798,529 40519589 44.0948,578 40,519,589 24,098,578
Deferred policy acquisition cost . - BEZOLT 732398 &0 847 55,852 932814 THA.250 932814 TARZ50
Gther receivables and takalul assets 981,225 763,185 645,758 628,684 433,746 395,374 1.083.504 1.024.058 2,064,729 1.787.243
Investrments ot fair value through equity 519,296 2.282,799 = = = = - = 2519256 2 2B2 790
Bank deposiss 600,000 5.526,500 4,675,000 4876416 425,000 1247084 5,100,000 6,123,500 11,700,000 11,650,000
Inyestmants carried at amortised cost 5.379,746 5261,228 . . . : . . 5379,746 5,261,228
Dedenred tax asset 75,545 75,545 - - - . - 75,545 75,545
Inyestrmnt In feal estate 50945675 5.046,675 E . 5946675 5046675
Praperty and equipment Tes6T _ BATSVL - - e -+ - _TABETI 847511
Total assety 27.276.971 24876773 160768  67.555,790 1415281 4.083.902 67576050 71639692 4851021 96,516,465
LIABILITIES, PARTICIPANTS' FUND AND
HAREHOLDERS' EQUITY
LIABILITIES
Takatul Habiities . . 52,798,217 55,350,384 1,689,838 1.554,168 54,488,055 55,944 552 54,488,055 56,944 553
Unearned refakatul cormmissian - s 174071 165,074 - - 17407 165,014 174071 165,014
Retakaful/reinsisrance payabdes . . B.204,743 9. 137,524 936713 501,309 9,141,458 9,738,933 9,141,458 9,738,513
Accounts and ather payables 894,908 A73.248 4,038,047 2936961 802,251 13,220 4,840,298 3,650,181 5735206 4523420
Chatity fund payabbe 13,970 18,970 - = - = - - 131970 18970
Payable to shareholders . . 1,629,825 1.282.079 532 TES 242 ARG 2182610 1.524 565 2182810 1.524 565
Payable to participanis’ fund - general takaful . . . : 2S48TT 1598675 2S48TT 1558675 254,877 1,598,675
Emnployvess’ end of servioe benefits 515,645 438,079 - - - - - - 515,645 438079
Total liabilities T4 TI30297  EEMAAS0) GEOTIOEY  ATded  AVOSESA  TI0EINET  JIENISN  7RASSES0  YA95L2NT
PARTICIPANTS' FUND
Deficit in participants’ fund . - (67GASBH) (SA36726)  (082.B61)  (BOT.A34)  (7.747.248)  (B244,160)  (7.747.248) {6,244, 160§
Contingency reserve i - . 4080454 4080454 181478 181478 4261932 4261932 4261832 4261632
Total participants’ fund - - RE8434)  [1,356.27 4] (B01,183) b5, 5%56) M.J'Iﬂ (1.962.228] |3,:1-‘l!,3'lﬂ (1.582.228)
SHAREHOLDERS' EQUITY
Capltal and reserves
Shave capstal 17500000 17,500,000 - - . - . 17,500,000 17,500,000
Share premium 1,380,151 1,380,151 - . 1,380,151 1,380,151
Lega! reserve 1,286,965 1,000,576 - - - - 1,256,966 1,000,576
Irvestrnent fair value rederne LIFS LY 420,112 - - - - - S1L1ES 420,012
Praperty falf value redene 130,978 130,976 - - . . 130,976 130,976
Retained samings 4642170 3,114,661 = = = = = = 4642170 3,114,661
Totsl shareholdery' equlity RS 44E  II5A6ATE - - - - - - 15851448 23546 ATE
Total liabilities, participants’ fund and shareholders’ equity 27276911 24876,773 B4.160,769 67,955,790 31415281 40858902 BT.ATEOS0 71639682 94, 553,021

Kot assets par share attributable to shareholdars

UNAUDITED CONDENSED INTERIM STATEMENT OF PARTICIPANTS' REVENUE AND EXPENSES

FOR THE NINE MONTH PERIOD ENDED 30 SEPTEMBER 2020

UNAUDITED CONDENSED INTERIM STATEMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE INCOME

FOR THE NINE MONTH PERIOD ENDED 30 SEPTEMBER 2020

General takaful Family takalul Total participants” fund
Unaudited Unaudited Unaudited Unaudited  Unaudited  Unaudited LUnaudited Unaudited
30 Septembar 30 September 30 September 30 Septembar 30 Sepbember 30 September 30 September 30 Septemiser
2020 2018 2020 2018 2020 2019 2020 2018
RO RO RD RO RO RO RQ RO
Takalul revenue Wakals fees 5589 445 R.EB0. 392
Ceods contributiond 28170621 27,645 08G9 1. 776,603 1L,75S2870 27547224 29400559 Irvestment Income - gt TE2.158 554,539
Retakatul/reinsurance shane (14,960,130} (16,035 465) {1,349.302) (1297102 [16309.432) (17.332.567) Mudaril share 136338 il 1,35,!_
Rotained contributions 11,210,491 11613624 TAITIN  A557RR TiEATTI2 12069392 6,487,938 56, 64
Movamant in uneamed contributions resens [964,580) (523,287} 13,247 1810 (951,333) (519,377
Mat earmed contributions T02a5811  11,080.337 “440,543 459RTE 10686453 11550015
Income earned from metakabul contracts 305,008 205173 : . 305,008 205,173 Gameral and adminictratie expenses [2.471,609) [3,234,333)
0550818 112695510 440548 439678 10391467 11.755,185 | Otherincome 0 5
Takatul expenses Banss)  [3234241)
Gross chalms setthed 114,105,002} (14373819} (733.092) (746,002) [14.838.084) (15112811)
Claims recovered trom metakatulirelinsmance 8,924.540 7. 726.346 626,399 617846 9,550,930 8.354,152
Meat clajims setiled [5.180.452) [B64T AT3) (106, 702) (12B.246] (SZ87,064) (6,775.719) Profit betore tax 3076299 3412523
Feet maovement n outstanding claims razE)  [ITAN) @873 (56276 (IT1,158)  (133687) | Taation [212.500) (160,826)
Net claims incurred [5.321.588) [B.724.884) (136.434) (TB4,522] (5A458322) (B.909.404) Profit for the period uﬂ.ﬁﬂ 5\.? 51.§¢T
Commission expente (1217398)  [(1.179.820) (#9,990) {94,797  (1,317,388) (1.274617)
Surplus from takaful operations belone e S L Lt il Bl Other comprehensive income
wakatafmudarit fees and other income/eapenses 4,011,633 1,360,806 204,124 180,359 4215757 3571165 ":b":‘:'::‘;‘:;’::ﬁ’&z ';:':“'“"d
Takalul Fcome 79970 145,621 b4 | 381 BO291 146,002 Mot change in falr value af imvestments
Pravizian faf impairment of recelvables (127.500) | 80,000} . 110,000 (127.500) {20,000 at fadr value through equity T4T B4
Takalul expense [145,724) [178.177) m.m ?] 13_3-I'| 119].741.] {179,008) Impairment loss on investment reclassifind
Surplus from takatul operations 18514379 1,278,250 160,428 19,509 3974807 3.448,159 to profit or loss [255,576) 17118
Investrnent Income = Aet 204,186 1728050 43,70 30,442 247 88T 200,332 Total comprehensive income for
Mudarib share (V1Z2303) (95,090} [24,025) (16,743) (136,334) (111,833 the perked 31355972 1368815
Wakata fees [5.234,124) [5.529,818) (355,321) (350,574)  (5.589,445) (5,880.392) | Earnings per share attributable -
Deficit from takaful operations (1327862 [2.V73,7T6E} [175,227) (TER566]  (1503,085) 2.340,734) to shareholder - baskc and diluted 0oe L]

Experience freedom
with new JAC S4

Towell Auto Centre (TAC), the
exclusive distributor of JAC vehi-
cles in Oman since 2008, re-

cently added the exciting
turbocharged S4  compact
crossover to their existing
line-up.

JAC's commercial vehicles

are well known for their ability to
deliver great performance and
provide value for money. With
the same DNA ingrained into its
fabric,

the S4 is set to satisfy and amaze
customers in the Sultanate of
Oman.

JAC's new 1.5lt turbocharged
S4 crossover SUV packs a pow-
erful performance punch, and of-
fers premium performance specs
as well as additional luxury fea-
tures at an attractive price. By
providing exceptional value at an
unbelievable price, customers
can expect an amazing crossover
SUV for the price of a sedan!
The S4's engine pro-
vides performance

and fuel effi-

to the lower
displace-
ment  and
turbo.

New Fiat range
now available at DA

Fiat was able to become a stand-
alone brand, setting itself apart
from its competitors. Over time,
it has become the first choice for
people living a modern life and
want a vehicle that grabs every-
one's attention with its outstand-
ing performance and design.
The new Fiat range is now avail-

able at Dhofar Automotive (DA),
the official distributor of Fiat
brand in the sultanate, alongside
several exclusive benefits to
offer a memorable ownership
experience.

For more information about
Fiat or to book a test drive, please
visit your nearest Fiat showroom.

INTRODUCING
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Region's first Zine and Copper
fortified drinking water specially formulated to
help boost your immune system. Get your daily

dose of good health on the go with Immuno,

Available in leading outlets across Oman.
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OAB praises Mazoon Dairy
onh one year of operation

Oman Arab Bank (OAB) recently
commended Mazoon Dairy
Company SAOC, on its comple-
tion of one year of operation. The
bank had extended financing to
the company in November 2019,
for the creation of a state-of-the-
art dairy manufacturing facility,
with the confidence that it will
bring about several advantages
and new prospects for the local
economy.

Commenting on the impor-
tance of the partnership, Alsalt al
Kharusi, head of Corporate & In-
stitutional Banking at OAB said,
"Over the last few years, Oman
has been working towards local-
ising food industries and reduc-
ing its dependence on imports to
fulfil the objectives of the Na-
tional Food Security Strategy.
This was the reason behind es-
tablishing Mazoon Dairy, which

commenced production in Octo-
ber 2019.

“Since then, the company has
been able to position itself at the
forefront of the industry, achiev-
ing its sustainable development
goals in record time. We are
proud to be the strategic
financial ~ partner for this
pioneering project, which will
contribute greatly towards the
sultanate’s economic diversifica-

tion efforts.”

“Our reason to finance this
project was based on the eco-
nomic and social value it would
bring on a short-term and long-
term basis, at both the regional
and international levels. It is also
in line with our strategic pillar,
which is focused on building
fruitful partnerships that will pos-
itively impact the national econ-
omy as a whole. In this way, we
can reinforce our vision of being
more than just a financing insti-
tution for similar industry-lead-
ing national projects such as
Mazoon Dairy, but a strategic
partner as well,” he added.

Established in 2015, Mazoon
Dairy is a closed joint-stock com-
pany and the first 100 per cent
Omani dairy brand at its scale in
the sultanate.

It is primarily engaged in man-

ufacturing and distributing a
wide range of dairy products and
juices from its facility in the
Sininah in Buraimi governorate. It
hosts a state-of-the-art dairy
farm and processing plan,
alongside an action unit, which
was completed in October
2019.

OAB continues to position it-
self as a partner for economic
development and as a trusted
corporate  banking partner,
through its corporate objectives
entitled, ‘Synergies and Partner-
ships'.

The bank is also looking to
provide ATM and CDM facilities
at Mazoon Dairy's plant site,
ensuring all employees can take
full advantage of all OAB prod-
ucts and services, thereby en-
riching the employees banking
experience.

Hyundai opens service
campaign from RO10

OTE-Hyundai service offers spe-
cial periodic maintenance service
starting from just RO10 including
free oil and filter.

Customers with MY 2015 and
prior cars can avail this offer
across all 17 OTE-Hyundai serv-
ice centres which are spread
across the sultanate. Apart from
the special low pricing, a bouquet
of offers such as up to 50 per
cent discount on parts, 40 per
cent discount on labour charges,
free wash, free lube service, etc
are being offered to Hyundai
owners to rejuvenate their cars
with necessary repairs to con-
tinue enjoying more happy miles.

Prices and offers may vary de-
pending upon the models and
the nature of repairs that are re-
quired to be done. Exact offer
details can be found out at any
of the OTE-Hyundai service
centres.

Also, Hyundai customers can

|

be fully assured that OTE-
Hyundai service is taking all pre-
cautions by practicing safe social
distancing and regularly cleaning
and disinfecting the customer in-
terface areas to provide a safe
environment.

The cars are also thoroughly
disinfected after service and be-
fore delivery, so that a clean en-
vironment is provided for them
and their loved ones.

Hyundai customers with Bank
Muscat credit cards also have
the convenience of availing inter-
est free installments spread over
a period of 12 months for all serv-
ice / repair bills above RO150,
thus reducing the burden of pay-
ing in one go.

OTE Group constantly inno-
vates to offer best ownership
experience to its customers
throughout the ownership cycle.

Al Mouj Golf unveils packages

With travel restrictions easing
and the weather cooling, Al Mou;j
Golf has unveiled a range of
packages allowing golfers to
travel to Oman and experience
the masterful Greg Norman de-
signed championship course
while immersing themselves in
the varied and breath-taking
beauty of a country that is in-
creasingly establishing its place
as a must-visit destination.
Nasser al Sheibani, CEO of Al
Mouj, said, “Health and safety is
our most important priority.
Since our course re-opened over
the summer, we have imple-
mented precautionary measures
to protect our staff, members

and visitors from the spread of
COVID-19." Packages start from
just RO210 per person for a two-
night hotel stay and two rounds
of golf. The offers are valid until
December 20.

»Kempinski Hotel - 5 star -
RO220 for two people (two

night stay) including premium
breakfast
» Mysk Hotel - 4 star - RO210
for two people (two night stay)
with premium breakfast

To book your package call
Kempinski Hotel on 24985000
or Mysk Hotel on 24274400.

New Mercedes-Benz GLB launched

Powerful proportions with short
overhangs and off-road-oriented
design as well as optional 4Matic
all-wheel drive and a special off-
road light which helps detect ob-
stacles immediately in front of
the vehicle at low speeds - the
new Mercedes-Benz GLB is a
versatile SUV.

A spacious family car, on re-
quest it is the first Mercedes-
Benz in this segment available as
a seven-seater.

The two seats in row three
can be used by people up to
1.68m in height. With powerful
and efficient four-cylinder en-
gines, current driving assistance

systems with cooperative sup-
port for the driver, the intuitively
operable infotainment system
MBUX plus the comprehensive
convenience control Energizing

Comfort, the new family mem-
ber (length/width/height:
4634,/1834/1658mm) has all
the strengths of the current com-
pact-class generation from Mer-

cedes-Benz.

“The New GLB is the most
versatile SUV Mercedes-Benz
has ever built and it fits seam-
lessly into local lifestyles,
equipped for adventure and with
space for big families and
friends,” said Scott Shears, gen-
eral manager of Passengers Cars
at Mercedes-Benz Oman.

“This car is all about choices.
The optional third row of seats
ensures room for school runs
and road trips, while hands free
access and a widescreen cockpit
keep it convenient and flexible,
not to mention it's exceptionally
comfortable.”

MEDC celebrates Omani Women's Day

In celebration of the Omani
Women's Day, Muscat Electric-
ity Distribution ~ Company
(MEDC) hosted a virtual cere-
mony over Zoom attended by
the company’s chairperson,
Manal Mohammed al Abdawani,
and an array of inspiring and in-
fluential women in the sultanate
as well as female employees.
The chairperson reiterated

her pride and satisfaction with
the company's efforts to employ
Omani women, train them and
secure a motivating work envi-
ronment that leads to more suc-
cess for the company, its
employees in general and the fe-
male employees in specific.

The ceremony started with a
lecture by Hawraa al Musawia,
psychologist, on ‘Psychological

[}
\ a ~
; -

flexibility at work’, followed by
the first GCC theta-certified
trainer Eman Zagwaniya deliver-
ing a speech entitled ‘Lift up
yourself'. The event concluded
with Dr Lamya al Haj, social ac-
tivist, in a speech informing the
audience on 'how to have a pos-
itive impact on society’'.

It is worth noting that Muscat
Electricity Distribution Company

_

observes the occasion of Omani
Women's Day every year as part
of its core belief in the important
roles women play in the develop-
ment of their communities and
the country, a reminder on the
need to better empower women
at workplace as well as a token
of appreciation to their valuable
contributions
sectors.

in the various

Nissan Oman's offer continues till Oct 31

Nissan Oman, from the house of
Suhail Bahwan Automobiles
(SBA), is conducting a special
‘restart your journey with Nissan’
promotion which provides cus-
tomers with the chance to pur-
chase popular Nissan models at
affordable rates with exclusive
benefits.

The special promotion will run
till October 31. As part of the
special offer, Nissan Oman is of-
fering free fuel card, periodic
maintenance service, cash gift,
free registration and free insur-
ance. The offer has been de-
signed in a way to enable buyers
to purchase Nissan cars at at-
tractive EMl rates.

Fuel card

Customers of Nissan Kicks, X-
Trail and Altima are entitled to a
fuel card of RO300 for model
year 2020 and RO500 for model
year 2019. Nissan Maxima,
Pathfinder, Patrol Falcon, Patrol
Safari and Patrol customers are
entitled for a free fuel card of

RO1,000 for model year 2019.
Customers of Nissan Navara are
entitled to a fuel card of RO500
for model year 2018 and 2019.
Nissan Micra customers will get
a fuel card of RO500 for model
year 2020.

Service package

Customers can enjoy free peri-
odic maintenance service pack-
age for 3 years/ 60,000km on
Nissan Micra, Sunny, Sentra,
Maxima, Kicks, X-Trail,
Pathfinder, Altima, Patrol Falcon,

Patrol Safari, Patrol Navara, Pa-
trol Pickup, Patrol and Urvan.
This offer is valid for 10,000km
service intervals.

Under the special promotion,
customers can avail assured
cash gift ranging from RO1,200
to RO1,500 on Nissan Sunny;
from RO1,600 to RO1,800 for
Nissan Sentra; from RO2,200 to
RO2,600 on Nissan Altima; from
R0O1,700 to RO2,000 on Nissan
Kicks; from RO4,000 to
RO4,500 on Nissan Pathfinder;
RO2,200 to RO2,700 on Nissan

Navara, RO3,100 on Nissan X-
Trial, RO1,200 on Nissan Micra,
RO2,500 on Nissan Maxima,
RO4,000 on Nissan Patrol,
RO3,000 on Nissan Patrol Fal-
con, Nissan Patrol Safari and Nis-
san Pickup and R0O2,700 on
Nissan Urvan. Customers can
enjoy free insurance for first year
for private registration on Nissan
Micra, Sunny, Sentra, Maxima,
Kicks, X-Trail, Pathfinder, Altima,
Patrol Falcon, Patrol Safari, Patrol
Navara, Patrol Pickup, Patrol ex-
cept Urvan and Civilian.

CONDOLENCES

The Board of Directors,
Management and Staff of
Al Omaniya Financial

Services (SA0G)

express our heartfelt

condolences to

Our Chairman

Khalid Said Salim Al Wahaibi

Qur Director

Ibrahim Said Salim Al Wahaibi

and all the family members

On the sad demise of

their father

Col Said Salim Al Wahaibi
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MEDICAL SUPPLY SERVICES [ Miniztry. Club, Company/Factory
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For any information please DR. KUMAR RAKESH Clean City LLC,
Contact us by phone call & WhatsApp | 92989109 = 97700963 | Opposite Al Nahada Hospital, Muscat, Oman

' % uniue |

? CITY TRADING

EDUCATION FURNITURE

E . CAMP FURNITURE
.] -

£

* Fleet of 2,000 vehicles (;'I?\"ggfi.!l-'nlflllﬁil\lTTY
@ Choose from a wide range e i
of brands & models Go:gan,szid;ncyfrniealtﬁgggiﬁn:faiy

without local sponsor, furnished office,

e PDO, OXY and BP spec complete documentation.
Vehldes available Contact Al Mamari Global

. - . _‘
Quallty Cal: rental.s e Attractive rates for short-term +968-97447717,94279160
at com petlt“,e pr|CQS. & long-term lease

Free Accounting Services for 1st year (SMEs)

e . . Value Added Tax Services (VAT)
Muscat 9014 6672, 9679 0684 R - | “Online/offins
".‘. X : J 9 Free expert financial advice
SOhar 9731 621 8 | Salalah 9429 9325 '....;.. ORBlT Al related services & Payroll software service

() .
Contuct +968 7918 6697/ 72089950
E mail: ashasdnuha®@ gmail com

www.orbit-oman.com

Car Rental & Lease

Feonditions apply

.L0.9.90.0.90.0.0.9 l! 9l * RESIDENTIAL ¢ COMMERCIAL aurncs
u!.‘ﬂﬁ*;,—-;s_"l‘.lh
e 1+ & DISINFECTION
(—S(HINGS g 13 T

weet! . . * SERVICES
© ; - w for GOVID 19
‘ | Get your latest
BIRTHDAY WISHES news updates on
OMAI‘[:VIIZQ7 WhatSApp

God bless you with all
the success and

g | happiness in this world ...

Lots of love from Papa,

Mummy, Dada, Dadi, RESTRICTED
Phuphaji's (Harmeek, 1 :
L .l -
i
® For ENQUIRIES call
¢ 94021502 +95437921 » 98400408

Jasmeet), Buaji's (Rubal,
We only use Electro Chemically ¢ FREE ESTIMATES

Shallu, Ayesha, Kitu)

TO ADVERTISE IN
MUSCAT DAILY CLASSIFIEDS

Activated Solution/disinfectant 4 24x7 AVAILABILITY SUBSCRIBE NOW
CALL 99104346 which is safe and certified.
OR E-MAIL o PROFESSIONAL TEAM
-
dailyclassifieds@apexmedia.co.om ? TRV ¢ EMERGENCY SERVICES
Ll AND TRADING LLC nit of W.J. Towell &Co.
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‘ QUOTE OF THEDAY
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team will be. We collectively
decided to go out there and
play positive cricket.

KL Rahul -
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Punjab skipper, after his team's eight-wicket il
e

win over Kolkata, on Monday

HYDERABAD DRUB DELHI

Warner, Saha sparkle with bat; Rashid takes three wickets for just seven runs as Sunrisers stay alive

Dubai, UAE - The Sunrisers
Hyderabad came into this game
having to win everything to stand
even the slimmest chance of
qualifying for the playoffs.

One wrong move could have
ended their entire campaign right
here, right now. That is a lot of
pressure. And yet, they reveled in
it. David Warner batted like he
used to. Hard hands hitting
through the line and eyes only for
the boundary. He made 66 off 34
balls.

Wriddhiman Saha provided
another example of why he
shouldn't be underestimated as
a batsman in T20 cricket. He
made 87 off 45 balls.

On the back of those two
knocks, the Sunrisers put up 219
for two and smothered the Delhi

Capitals  with  scoreboard
pressure. The Sunrisers are now
sixth on the points table with ten
points, just two behind the Kings
XI Punjab and the Kolkata Knight
Riders.

Warner, Saha,

Bang, Bang

Eleven fours. Two sixes. And 77
runs in the powerplay. Even as
the world was debating why the
Sunrisers had dropped Jonny
Bairstow, their new set of
openers were tearing it up out in
the middle.

Saha bosses the first six overs
inthe IPL. And he did it again. He
faced only ten balls in that
period, but sent four of those to
the boundary. He matched
Warner shot for shot in an

opening partnership of 107 in 58
balls.

The Capitals did try to one-up
their tormentors. R Ashwin, for
example, concentrated on
denying Warner any room
outside off stump.

After trying to manufacture
some, the left-hand batsman
decided to simply stand still
and whack that ball angled into
his pads over deep square leg for
SiX.

Anrich Nortje, the fastest
bowler of the tournament,
dropped his pace and attempted
to hide the ball from Warner.
And this was as early as the
fourth over. But it didn't work.

The Sunrisers captain
practically skipped across his
stumps and cut the ball for four

with such class that for a
moment a cricket match felt like
a Broadway musical.

Sunrisers keep

the party going

On the back of such a dominant
start, and with one of those
openers batting deep into the
innings, the Sunrisers reached
incredible heights.

Only once in their history have
they ever put up a bigger total
than the 219 they racked up in
Dubai. The biggest contributor to
that total was Saha, who was
hitting a boundary every 3.2
balls.

He didn't slow down even
after the field restrictions were
lifted. Heck, He wouldn't even let
a bout of cramps come in the

way of his helping his team win.

Saha felt that twinge in his
groin fairly early during his
partnership with Manish Pandey.
And yet, he found the strength to
hit 47 of the 63 runs that the
Sunrisers made in that time - at
a strike rate of 223.

Pandey managed just 11 off
seven in that stand, but he
finished with 44 off 31, to cap off
a near-perfect batting effort.
There were only three boundary-
less overs in the entire innings.

Incredible Rashid

all the way

He's dangerous even without
scoreboard pressure, but with it
behind him, he is unplayable. In a
chase that required the batsmen
to go at nearly 12 an over, Rashid

Khan's figures were incredible.
Four overs. Seven runs (!) and
three wickets.

The Capitals had front-loaded
their batting. They had Shikhar
Dhawan, who has hit four
successive 50-plus scores this
season, including back-to-back
hundreds.

Sandeep Sharma sent him
back for a duck. They promoted
Marcus Stoinis at No 3 and
Shimron Hetmyer at No 4.

Spin consumed

the Capitals

When Rashid took his third
wicket, the Capitals were 83 for
six in the 13" over. The slide from
there was slow but
completely inevitable.

Cricinfo

TODAY’S
MATCH

ABU DHABI, 6PM
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MUMBAI ROYAL
INDIANS CHALLENGERS
BANGALORE

POINTS TABLE

TEAMS| P |W| L |NR| PTS| NRR

MI M|74 0 14| +1.252
RCB 11|74 0 14 | +0.092
DC 12/7 |50 14 | +0.030
KXIP 12/6 | 6 0 |12 | -0.049
KKR [12/6 |6 0 12 | -0.479
SRH 12|57 0 10 | +0.396
RR 12|57 0 10 | -0.505
CSK 12|14 /8 0 8 | -0.602

P: Played, W: Won, L: Lost,
NR: No Result, PTS: Points,
NRR: Net Run-Rate

CSK: Chennai Super Kings

RCB: Royal Challengers Bangalore
DC: Delhi Capitals

KKR: Kolkata Knight Riders
KXIP: Kings XI Punjab

MI: Mumbai Indians

RR: Rajasthan Royals

SRH: Sunrisers Hyderabad

D Warner  c Patel b Ashwin 66G4)
W Saha c lyer b Nortje 87 45)
M Pandey  not out 44 a3
K Williamson not out m a0
Extras (b7, w4) n

TOTAL: 219 for two

Fall of wickets: 1-107, 2-170

Bowling: A Nortje 4-0-37-1, K Rabada
4-0-54-0, R Ashwin 3-0-35-1, Axar Patel
4-0-36-0, T Deshpande 3-0-35-0,

M Stoinis 2-0-15-0

DELHI CAPITALS

ARahane |bw b Rashid Khan 26 (9)
SDhawan ¢ Warner b Sharma 0 m
M Stoinis ¢ Warner b Nadeem 5
S Hetmyer b Rashid Khan 16 a3
R Pant csub (Goswami) b Sharma36 @s)
S lyer c Williamson b Shankar 7 a2
A Patel csub (Garg) b Rashid 1 @
K Rabada b Natarajan 3
R Ashwin ¢ Samad b Holder 7 ®
T Deshpande not out 20 ©
A Nortje csub (Garg) b Natarajan1 @)
Extras (Ib 4, w5) 9

TOTAL: 131all out in 19 overs

Fall of wickets: 1-1, 2-14, 3-54, 4-55, 5-78,
6-83, 7-103, 8-103, 9-125, 10-131

Bowling: S Sharma 4-0-27-2, S Nadeem
1-0-8-1, J Holder 4-0-46-1, Rashid Khan
4-0-7-3, T Natarajan 4-0-26-2, V Shankar
1.5-0-11-1, D Warner 0.1-0-2-0

SriLanka set to play two-Test
seriesin South Africa

Johannesburg, South Africa - A
full summer schedule has been
announced for South Africa's
men's team by the Cricket South
Africa (CSA).

They will host England, Sri
Lanka, Australia and Pakistan in
biosecure bubbles between
November 2020 and April 2021,
with the possibility of traveling to
Pakistan in early 2021.

The home season will include
five home Tests, six ODls, and
six T20lIs, while CSA is in
negotiation to play Tests and
T20ls in Pakistan. All matches

and training sessions will take
place behind closed doors.
After confirming the England
series last week, CSA has
announced that Sri Lanka will
visit over the festive period for
two Tests on the Highveld.
SuperSport  Park,  which
hosted England for the Boxing
Day Test last year and Pakistan
the vyear before, has been
retained as the venue for the first
Test (December 26-30), while
the new Wanderers Stadium will
host the New VYear's Test
(January3-7) for the first time.

The New Year's Test has only
been played in Johannesburg
three times previously, at the old
Wanderers stadium, but not for
more than a 100 years, with the
last instance being 1914.
Newlands in Cape Town misses
out on what is regarded as the
most iconic fixture in the South
African cricket calendar.

South Africa hope to spend
the rest of January 2021 in
Pakistan but a call on the feasi-
bility of that tour will be made
after a security team completes
a risk assessment. A CSA

(1 &
Wy g
file photo of Sri Lankan
team during a Test match
i

delegation  will depart for
Pakistan this weekend. ESPN-
cricinfo understands that South
Africa could play two Tests and
a T20I series in Pakistan.

The team will then return
home to take on Australia in
three Tests, with venues yet to
be announced, for the first time
since the sandpapergate scandal
of 2018. Pakistan round out the
summer with three ODlIs and
three T20Is in April.

The PCB has also confirmed
that this tour will take place.

Cricinfo

De Villiers opts out of BBL

Sydney, Australia - AB de Villiers
will not return to the Big Bash
League (BBL) with the Brisbane
Heat this season due to the im-
minent birth of his third child and
the complexities created by
COVID-19, although the club
have re-signed Afghanistan
spinner Mujeeb Ur Rahman.

De Villiers' signing was
announced to much fanfare last
season as he played six matches
for the Heat although his returns
were middling with 146 runs at
24.33. He is currently enjoying
an impressive IPL with Royal
Challengers Bangalore and the
Heat hope he can return in the
future.

"While things initially looked
fine for him to come back, there
have been a few factors emerge
which have changed everyone's
plans,” coach Darren Lehmann
said. "The main one, aside from
the challenges represented by
COVID-19 and international
travel, is that AB and his wife
Danielle are expecting their third
child very soon.

Had de Villiers joined the BBL
he would have been required to
undergo 14 days quarantine in a
hotel room before being able to
link up with the Heat squad.

Mujeeb, meanwhile, will play
his third season for the Heat. He
is part of the Kings XI Punjab
squad at the IPL although has
only made two wicketless out-

ings at the tournament. How-
ever, his form at the CPL, where
he claimed 16 wickets at 13.56 on
surfaces heavily in favour of spin,
has encouraged Lehmann.

The Heat also have England's
Tom Banton in their squad and
teams will be allowed to field

AB de Villiers

three overseas players in their
Xls for the next two seasons. The
schedule for the BBL has yet to
be confirmed but is expected to
be announced shortly after the
Australia-India  dates  are
rubberstamped.

Cricinfo
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Son, Kane to Spurs rescue

PREMIER LEAGUE

Burnley, UK - Son Heung-min
pounced to steal a 1-O win for
lacklustre Tottenham Hotspur
on Monday, linking up with Harry
Kane yet again as Jose
Mourinho's side climbed to fifth
in the English Premier League
(EPL) table.

All of the traditional 'big six’
clubs have dropped unlikely
points in the early weeks of the
season and Spurs looked set to
leave Turf Moor frustrated.

But South Korea forward Son
scored his eighth league goal of
the season in the 76" minute,
heading in from close range after
a headed pass from Kane.

Spurs now have 11 points from
six games, just two points behind
leaders Everton after their third
win of the season.

Mourinho hailed his attacking
stars, who have now combined
for 29 EPL goals - only Didier
Drogba and Frank Lampard have
managed more, with 36.

"It is an understanding that
comes from Maurcio (Pochet-
tino's) time," said Mourinho. "I
don't want all the credit myself,
let's share with Mauricio.

"They play together for a long
time, probably a different way
because Harry is not always a
nine now.

“What pleases me more
about them both is that they are
two top players but close friends,
no jealousy, they both play for
the team.”

The hard-earned three points
will be a huge relief to Mourinho,
whose side looked like world
beaters earlier this month when
they hammered Manchester

T T Ey e iy

Tottenham Hotspur's striker Son Heung-Min (left) celebrates with Harry Kane after scoring against Burnley at Turf Moor in Burnley, UK, on Monday (AFp)

United 6-1 before blowing a 3-0
lead against West Ham.

And in another match on
Monday, Karlan Grant scored his
first goal for West Brom as they
came from behind to claim their
first away point of the EPL
season in a 1-1 draw at Brighton
on Monday.

An unfortunate own goal from
West Brom's Jake Livermore
gave Graham Potter's side a first-
half lead but the Seagulls were

unable to hold out for the win.

The home side looked more
threatening early on. Neal
Maupay converted Adam Lal-
lana's cross only for his effort to
be ruled out for offside before Le-
andro Trossard's shot was saved.

Five minutes before half-time
their pressure paid off when an
attempted  clearance  from
Branislav Ivanovic struck Jake
Livermore and rebounded into
the back of the net.

LEAGUE
Ibrahimovic strikes
twice but Milan held

Milan, Italy - Zlatan Ibrahimovic

scored twice but AC Milan
dropped their first points of the
Serie A season as Roma came
from behind to draw 3-3 at the
San Siro on Monday.

In a game played in an empty
stadium after the imposition of a
coronavirus curfew, Milan were
without goalkeeper Gianluigi

Donnarumma and  young
Norwegian striker Jens Petter
Hauge, who the club announced
earlier on Monday had tested
positive for COVID-19.

Veteran Romanian goal-
keeper Ciprian Tatarusanu, who
joined Milan in September, made
his debut in place of Don-
narumma, and was twice caught
on his line from corners and also
spilled a shot in the build up to
Roma's second-half penalty.

Ibrahimovic struck after just
two minutes, running onto a
diagonal pass behind the de-
fence from Rafael Leao and pok-
ing the ball past goalkeeper
Antonio Mirante. Milan's prob-
lems at corners were not entirely
the fault of Tatarusanu. Edin
Dzeko was unmarked in front of
goal when he headed his team's
first equaliser after 13 minutes.

Milan started the second half
as they had the first. Portuguese
winger Leao outpaced his full-
back and laid the ball back to Bel-
gian Alexis Saelemaekers who
guided a shot in from ten yards.

French midfielder Jordan
Veretout levelled from the
penalty spot after 70 minutes
following a clumsy challenge by
Ismael Bennacer.

Ibrahimovic completed his
third double in three league ap-
pearances with a penalty after 78
minutes, but had an unwitting
assist as Roma levelled for a third
time.

The Swede jumped to meet
an 83" minute corner but only
deflected it to the far post where
Roma's  Albanian defender
Marash Kumbulla slid in to volley
Roma's third equaliser from
close range with Tatarusanu
stranded.

Milan, with 13 points, remain
at the top of the standings, two
points ahead of Napoli who have
won all four games they have
played, and Sassuolo. Roma
remained ninth.

LEAGUE
Bayer Leverkusen 3 Augsburg 1.
AFP

Israel, UAE
football
leagues sign
cooperation
agreement

Dubai, UAE - Football
leagues from the UAE and
Israel signed a cooperation
agreement, the first such
deal between an Arab
country and the Jewish
state, the leagues
announced on Tuesday.
The memorandum of un-
derstanding (MoU) comes
after UAE in September
became the first Gulf nation
and third Arab state to offi-
cially establish relations
with Israel, following Egypt
in 1979 and Jordan in 1994,

The announcement
comes after Al Nasr club of
Dubai, for the first time
signed an Israeli footballer,
Diaa Sabia recently.

The agreement, signed
on Monday, 'will contribute
towards the promotion of
peace and strengthen
cooperation and friendship
in a way that serves the
interest of football in both
countries', said Abdulla
Naser al Junaibi, chairman
of the UAE Pro League,
according to the state-
ment.

Erez Halfon, chairman of
the Israeli Professional
Football League, also
lauded the agreement.

"We hope that soon we
will have the opportunity to
continue to forge collabo-
rations in the field of foot-
ball  with our other
neighbours as well," he
said, according to the
statement.

AFP
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HSBC TO REVAMP BUSINESS

HSBC Holdings on Tuesday signalled it would
embark on a pandemic-induced overhaul of its
business model, seeking to flip its main source of
income from interest rate to fee-based businesses
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Dear Shareholders,

On behalf of the Board of Directors, | am glad to
present the unaudited interim condensed financial
statements of ahlibank for the nine maonth periad
ended 30 September 2020,

The global environment remains uncertain with
geographies around the world yet to fully recover,
Government remains committed towards economic
development with a strong focus on precautionary
safety measures as we witness the gradual
recovery of trade and business services. In addition,
the proactive measures by CBO have supported the
domestic banks to continue to operate profitably
whilst simultaneously assisting and servicing
customers during these challenging times:

During these unprecedented times, ahlibank has
also adopted immediate measures to ensure
that the health and wellbeing of its employees
and customers remain priority, This has enabled
our highly dedicated and capable employees to
continue with their duties and be able to service
our customers with minimal disruptions supported
by technology enablers and extreme precautionary
safety measures. As the Oman economy starts
implementing measures to return to normality, we
would like to assure all our stakeholders, customers
and employees, of our business continuity as we
remain to serve our customers through various
e-channels in addition to the bank's branches
operating as usual, by adhering to the directives of
the Supreme Committee and the regulators.

Financial Performance

Ahlibank continues to grow steadily in terms of
its asset portfolio and maost of its key financial
indicatars;

| 30 Sep Jl.':.-:E:ﬂ 30 Sep 2019|

{ Growth
RO Million

iiﬁjﬂg"nﬁ 21592 20609  48%
Total assets 25935 25117 3.0%
Customers' deposits 1,775.1 16228 g.4%
Equity 3838 3831 0.2%
Operating income EEral 5163 &%
Operating expenses 2245 2031 105%
Profit for the period 19.15 2279 -16.0%

The bank's total assets recorded 3% growth to RO
2,592.3 million and customer deposits increased
by 9.4% to reach RO 1,775.1 million compared to
September 2019. Total Loans & advances and
financing grew by 4.8% reaching to RO 2,159.2
million. The Capital Adequacy Ratio at 16.2% was
well above regulatory requirements. The bank
continues its prudent growth strategy focusing on
high quality assets and well managed liquidity,

Achievements and Recognition

COVID-19 pandemic has seen increased usage in
online and maobile banking. To keep up with evolving
customer needs, ahlibank has continually enhanced
its digital channel offerings to provide 24/7 safe and
secure transactions for customers, The most recent
one has been the signing of a Master Services
Agreement with ONEIC along with TASDEED to
facilitate faster electronic bill payments.

During September 2020, the Bank held its third
‘Salary for Life' draw under the Wafra Prize Scheme
and Ahli Islamic also held the second quarterly draw
of "Qitaf’. The prize ceremony was live streamed
across social media platforms.

Ahlibank won the ‘Best Bank — Mid Size' award,
at the prestigious Oman Banking & Finance
Awards 2020, The Best Banks in Oman survey are
condutted annually by Oman Economic Review
magazine, across key financial parameters, in the
face of overall challenging economic conditions.

Corporate Social Responsibility

Ahlibank remains committed to the community it
operates in, especially during these times. The bank
continues to suppart the Ministry of Health and the
Supreme Committee in the nation’s battle against
the pandemic.

Creating career opportunities for Omanl youth
remains a top priority at ahlibank. The pandemic
has created a need for young talent to develop and
enhance their skill sets as they prepare for anew job
market in a post-COVID-19 world. In line with the
same, the bank is committed to the government's
vision of developing young Omanis, harnessing
their potential, and providing them a platform for
faster growth.

Looking Ahead

The Bank will continue to operate branches of
ahlibank and Ahli Islamic, within the directives
from the Ministry of Health and the Supreme
Committee to tailor its operations and solutions as
circumstances demand. The bank is uninterruptedly
waorking with all its departments to align and update
itself on appropriate responses for any situation
amid this outbreak. Necessary processes are in
place within the head office and across branches
keeping employees and customers' safety on "high
priority”,

Like most other sectors, banks are facing an
environment of extremely high uncertainty due to
the impact of COVID-19. At this stage, predicting
the specifics of the ‘new normal' is wvirtually
impassible. However, ahlibank remains optimistic
that with the introduction of laws related to public
& private partnerships, foreign capital investments,
bankruptcy, value added tax etc., and other proactive
measures taken by the Government will result in
turnaround of Oman's economy, very soon.

Acknowledgments

On behaif of the Board of Directors, | thank
ahlibank’s stakeholders for having faith in us. Their
support has been instrumental in helping us protect
the interests of our customers and retain the
confidence of employees.

The bank remains true to its pledge to renew the
support to His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik,
in continuing the Sultapate’s renaissance journey
and contribute towards the advancement of the
country’s progress.

\We share the national agenda for growth and remain
fully supportive to the Government, the Ministry of
Health, the Supreme Committee, the Central Bank of
Oman, and other regulatory authorities in adhering
to the procedures that protect the Sultanate and all
its residents.

Finally, | would like to convey our acknowledgement
and appreciation to the bank's Executive
Management team and employees for their
commitment and dedication to the overall success
of the bank, especially in the light of the COVID-19
pandemic. Lastly, but certainly not least — | would
like to thank our customers for their continued
loyalty and trust.

A\

Hamdan Ali Nasser Al Hinai
Chairman

To obtain a full copy of the accounts please write lo Head of Finance

PO Box 545, PC 116, Sultanate of Oman

www.ahlibank.om (1)(5 @ahlibank.om

INTERIM CONDENSED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

AS AT 30 SEPTEMBER 2020
Unaudited Upaudited Audited
30Sep 2020 305ep 2019 31 Dec 2019
RO ‘000 RO ‘000 RO '000

ASSETS
Cash and balance with Central Bank of Oman 53,481 60,581 108,492
Due from banks 17,506 36,462 50,276
Loans & Advances and Financing, net 2,159,208 2,060,878 2054986
Investment securities 311,462 313,109 258,148
Other Assets 27,803 26,400 25,431
Intangible Assets 3,627 3,429 3,338
Property and equipment 19,231 16,876 17.856
TOTAL ASSETS 2,592,318 2,517,735 2,518527
LIBBILITIES
Due to banks 168,417 314,716 197,705
Customers' deposits 1,775,124 1622830 1,711,726
Borrowed funds 159,775 100,100 127,050
Deferred tax liability 265 105 121
Other liabilities B7,955 76,885 75,730
Subordinated liabilities 17,000 20,000 17,000
TOTAL LIABILITIES 2,208,536 2,134,636 2,129,332
EQUITY
Share capital 164,966 157,110 157,110
Legal reserve 31,632 28,530 31,632
Subordinated debt reserve 16,078 16,718 14,000
Fair value reserve {8,457) (6,767) {4,233)
Special reserve 1,321 1,901 1,893
Impairment reserve 9,434 8,876 9,334
Retained earnings L BOB 52,731 55,459
TOTAL EQUITY ATTRIBUTABLE TO EQUITY
HOLDERS OF THE BANK 259,782 259,029 265,195
Tier 1 Perpetual subordinated bonds 124,000 124,000 124,000
TOTAL EQUITY 383,782 383099 389195
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY 2592318 2517735 2518527
Net asset value per share [baizas) 157 169 169
Contingent liabilities and commitments 251,591 297388 290,487

INTERIM CONDENSED STATEMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE INCOME
FOR THE NINE MONTH PERIOD ENDED 30 SEPTEMBER 2020

Interest income
Interest expense
NET INTEREST INCOME

Income fram Islamic financing and investments

Unrestricted investment account holders' share of profit and

profit expense
MET INCOME FROM ISLAMIC FINANCING AND INVESTMENTS

NET INTEREST INCOME AND INCOME FROM ISLAMIC
FINANCING AND INVESTMENTS

Fees and commission income
Fees and commission expense
Net fees and commission income

Other operating income
OPERATING INCOME

Net impairment on financial assets
MNET OPERATING INCOME

Staff expenses
Depreciation

Other operating expenses
OPERATING EXPENSES

PROFIT BEFORE TAXATION

Tax expense
PROFIT FOR THE PERIOD

OTHER COMPREHENSIVE INCOME / (EXPENSE] - NET OF TAX

Items that will not be reclassified to profit or loss
- Equity investments at FUDC| - net changes in fair value
- Realised gain an equity investment at FVOC

Items that may be reclassified to profit or loss
- Cash flow hedge - net changes in fair value

- Debt investments at FVOC! - net changes in fair value
OTHER COMPREHENSIVE INCOME / (EXPENSE) FOR THE PERIOD

TOTAL COMPREHENSIVE INCOME FOR THE PERIOD
Basic and diluted earnings per share (Baizas)

()= @ahlibank

Unaudited Unaudited
30Sep 2020 30 5ep 2019
RO ‘000 RO '000
B3,779 0,120
{47,506) (40,961)
36,273 33,159
14,492 14,061
(5,176) (5273}
9,316 B,788
545,589 41,947
5,825 7.824
{611) {207)
5,414 7,617
2,729 2,062
53,732 51,626
(9,938) {4,655)
43,794 46,971
(13,618) (12,517)
(1,812) [1,588)
(7,023) (6,202)
(22,453) (20,307)
21,361 26,664
(2,188) (3.875)
19,153 22,789
(52) {523)

31 Bk
(1,887) {348)
(2,285) 965
(4,193) 158
14,960 22,947
12 14

Cnlen il el @
ahlibank
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Ooredoo’s nine months
net profit declines 44%

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Ooredoo Oman reported a more
than 44 per cent decline in its net
profit for the nine months period
ended September 30, 2020. The
company's net profit dropped to
RO15mn in the January-Septem-
ber period of this year compared
to RO27mn recorded in the
same period of 2019, mainly im-
pacted by lower revenues.

Ooredoo Oman's revenue for
the first nine months of 2020 de-
creased by 5.4 per cent to
RO199.6mn compared with
RO211.1mn in the same period of
2019. The decrease in total rev-
enue was due to lower mobile
revenue, according to the com-
pany's financial statement sub-
mitted to the Muscat Securities
Market.

lan Dench, CEO of Ooredoo
Oman said, “Although this has
been a challenging quarter, our
digital  transformation  and
customer demand for access to
digital services continues at a
pace.”

He said with the easing of cer-
tain [COVID-19 related] restric-
tions at the end of June 2020,

Ooredoo Oman outlets gradually
opened up again with new safety
features and operations in place.
"Additionally, our rollout of 5G
services picked up pace extend-
ing the coverage of our 5G Su-
pernet Home Internet to more
areas of Oman.”

Ooredoo Oman said its total
number of customers at the end
of September 2020 stood at
2,631,955 compared  with
2,981,481 customers a year ago,
a decline of more than 11 per
cent. The decline in the total cus-
tomer base was due to a sharp

.”E/i

drop in the number of mobile
prepaid customers.

The mobile prepaid customer
base at the end of September
2020 dropped by 16.9 per cent
to 2,120,970 compared to
2,551,756 for the same period of
last year.

On the other hand, Ooredoo
Oman's mobile postpaid cus-
tomer base grew by 28.9 per
cent to 343,212 customers as of
September 30, 2020 compared
with 266,325 customers a year
ago. The fixed service customer
base increased by 2.7 per cent to

(Muscat Daily)

167,773 customers compared to
163,400 customers recorded at
the end of September 2019.

“To further transform the dig-
ital landscape of the country so
that more people can enjoy the
Internet with us, we signed an
agreement, under the auspices
of the Telecommunications Reg-
ulatory Authority (TRA), with
Oman Broadband Company to
connect remote regions and rural
areas with broadband Internet
using satellite technology to sup-
port education from home,”
Dench said.

A’Saffa acquires additional stake in Osool Poultry

Our Correspondent
Muscat

A'Saffa Foods Company an-
nounced that it has raised its
stake in Osool Poultry Company
to 23.46 per cent.

In a press statement, Mo-
hamed Suhail al Shanfari, CEO of
A'Saffa Foods, said that this deal
is in line with the company's ef-

Mohamed Suhail al Shanfari

forts in investing in different food
sectors.

He also said that Osool Poul-
try is the first integrated project
in the sultanate that aims to
produce hatching eggs. “This ini-
tiative will contribute to enhance
the sultanate’s food security and
help Oman achieve a higher rate
of self-sufficiency in this funda-
mental field.”

A’'Saffa Foods recently re-
ported a consolidated net profit
of RO1,641,898 for the first nine
months of 2020 compared to
RO1,646,622 for the same pe-
riod of 2019. The company's
total sales for nine months
ended September 30, 2020 in-
creased to RO23.68mn against
RO23.38mn in the same period
of 2019.

Octal positions itself for
strong future growth

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Salalah-based world's lead-
ing PET packaging manufacturer,
Octal has proved itself as a giant
in the Omani market, redefining
manufacturing and creating a
name not only for itself but posi-
tioning the sultanate as a hub for
the international PET industry.

Nicholas Barakat, CEO of
Octal, in a press statement said
that the company, which last
year secured US$625mn in fi-
nancial backing, continues to po-
sition itself for strong and rapid
growth. In addition to recording
an impressive 26 per cent in-
crease in profitability, Octal also
reported an 8 per cent year-on-
year increase in sales across its
main segments, sheet and resin.

Successfully mitigating sup-
ply-chain challenges presented
by the COVID-19 crisis, Octal's
business continues to adapt to
any potential impacts, Barakat
said. "Currently operating with
regular productivity, the com-
pany's risk planning is an integral
part of the operations to fulfil all
sheet and resin orders from its
manufacturing facilities in Oman,
Saudi Arabia, and the US.”

Responding to food and bev-
erage packaging requirements,
Octal registered an impressive 15
per cent increase in PET volumes
this year compared to the same
period of last year.

Barakat explained that Octal
has deployed its substantial ca-
pacity for operational flexibility
and reliability ensuring essential
food supplies remain available to
consumers around the world.
“Beyond timely delivery, a robust
supply chain has enabled cus-
tomers to meet surges in con-
sumer demand, while providing
them with superior production

efficiency, optimised cost struc-
tures, and an improved environ-
mental profile.”

From February till May 2020,
Octal has produced and shipped
247,000 metric tonnes of PET
sheet and resin to various desti-
nations around the world, he
said.

As essential businesses shift
to more sustainable approaches,
Octal recognises its role as a
major part of the global supply
chain for food packaging. The
company provides innovative
solutions in advanced material
science and is stepping up to
meet demand. Especially during
these times of a new norm, its
stringent manufacturing proto-
cols are supporting global food
security. This responsibility has
guided its growth to date and will
continue to do so now and into

the future, according to the CEO
of Octal.

Octal is steadily and success-
fully expanding its presence into
wider geographical markets, in-
cluding Latin America and Asia,
as the global demand for PET
continues to surge. Bolstered by
its sustainability features, PET or
polyethylene terephthalate, the
most recycled of plastics has wit-
nessed a global call-to-action
during COVID-19 with single-use
packaging helping prevent virus
transmission.

According to Barakat, the fu-
ture ambitions see the company
striving for a 20 per cent reduc-
tion in the development cycle of
new products, while building its
dedicated recycling platform,
and a proprietary platform to in-
tegrate its PET resin capacity
within five years.
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US govt solidifies sanctions against Iran oil

Washington, US - US President
Donald Trump's administration
on Monday slapped fresh sanc-
tions on Iran’s oil sector including
over sales to Syria and
Venezuela, reducing Joe Biden's
room for maneuver if he wins
next week’s election.

The Trump administration
has since 2018 enforced sweep-
ing sanctions aimed at ending all
of Iran’s key oil exports, seeking
to choke off all cash sources for
the regional nemesis of US allies
Saudi Arabia and Israel.

Under the new measures, the
administration designated the
National Iranian Oil Company,
Iran’s petroleum ministry and the
National Iranian Tanker Com-
pany under a counterterrorism
authority, raising the bar for any
future administration to reverse
course.

The Treasury Department is-
sued the sanctions by linking the
three entities to the Revolution-
ary Guards' elite Qods Force -
which was earlier designated as
a terrorist organisation by the
United States and whose com-
mander, Qasem Soleimani, was
killed in a US attack at Baghdad
airport in January.

Secretary of State Mike Pom-
peo said that the sanctions
should send a warning to 'the

US President Donald Trump (AFP)

few remaining buyers of Iranian
crude oil".

“These designations are an
important step in the maximum
pressure campaign to limit the
Iranian regime's ability to
threaten its neighbours and
destabilise the Middle East,”
Pompeo said in a statement.

Iranian Oil Minister Bijan Zan-
ganeh denounced the sanctions
as a 'passive reaction to the fail-
ure of Washington'’s policy of re-
ducing [Iran’s] crude oil exports
to zero'.

‘| have no assets outside of
Iran to be subject to the sanc-
tions. | would sacrifice my life,

belongings and reputation for
Iran,” Zanganeh, who was also
targeted personally, wrote on
Twitter.

Foreign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif called the United
States a ‘#SanctionAddict’,
tweeting, ‘Kick the habit'.

Inhibiting Biden?

If Trump loses the November 3
election, Monday's sanctions
could be among his last volleys
against Iran's leaders.

Biden, who leads in polls,
favours diplomacy with Iran and
backed an accord negotiated by
previous  president  Barack

Obama under which Tehran
sharply curtailed nuclear work in
exchange for promises of sanc-
tions relief.

Henry Rome, a senior analyst
at the Eurasia Group risk consul-
tancy, said that Biden if elected
could still ease sanctions but
would face an added political ob-
stacle by letting critics accuse
him of glossing over terrorism.

“The new designations are al-
most certainly designed to inhibit
a potential Joe Biden administra-
tion's diplomatic efforts with
Iran,” Rome said.

Behnam Ben Taleblu, a senior
fellow at the Foundation for De-
fense of Democracies, which
presses for a hard line against
Tehran, said that any administra-
tion would face a ‘significant’
burden in clearing Iran over the
oil sales in question.

“It's likely that the impact of
these penalties, even this late in
the game, could outlive the poli-
tics of 2020," he said.

The Treasury Department
said that a network backed by
the Qods Force shipped more
than one dozen tankers of oil in
spring 2019 - mostly to Syria,
where Iran is a top backer of
President Bashar al Assad as he
emerges from a brutal civil war.
AFP
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3 killed in Zanzibar as Tanzania votes

Stone Town, Tanzania - The
leader of the opposition in Zanz-
ibar has been arrested and three
people killed, his party said on
Tuesday as chaos erupted on the
semi-autonomous archipelago
ahead of Tanzania's election.

Opposition leader Seif Sharif
Hamad, who is taking his sixth
shot at the top office, was hauled
away by police as he arrived at a
polling station in Garagara neigh-
bourhood to try and cast his bal-
lot on a day of early voting set
aside mainly for security forces.

His opposition ACT-Wazal-
endo (Alliance for Change and
Transparency) party wrote on
Twitter that Hamad ‘has been ar-
rested’, a day before presidential
and parliamentary elections are
held in Zanzibar and on the Tan-
zanian mainland.

Shortly before his arrest, po-
lice fired teargas and live rounds,
and brutally beat a young man
around the Mtupepo primary
school where the polling station
is located in an opposition
stronghold, an AFP reporter saw.

The opposition believes the
special day of early voting for se-
curity forces is a ploy to steal the
election on an island with a his-
tory of contested polls, and urged
supporters to go out and vote on
the same day.

Violence erupted on Monday
night on Pemba, an opposition
bastion, as the army distributed
ballots which opposition sup-
porters believed were pre-

A woman casts her special ballot at Mtupepo Primary School in Daraja Bovu in the semi-autonomous region of Zanzibar, in Tanzania on Tuesday (AFpP)

marked. 'Verified reports from
Pemba in Zanzibar indicate that
three citizens have been shot
dead by the police using live am-
munition,’ read a statement from
ACT-Wazalendo on Tuesday.
The party named the three

dead, as well as nine who were
injured. “We call upon the re-
gional and international commu-
nity to persuade the Tanzanian
and Zanzibar governments to
allow a free and fair election to
run free of violence and intimida-

tion over the next two days.”

Zanzibar Police Commis-
sioner Mohamed Hassan Haji re-
fused to comment on the deaths
or Hamad's arrest. There was a
heavy presence of police and sol-
diers across the islands.

In Garagara riot police ran into
alleyways firing teargas and live
rounds. A group of around six of-
ficers mercilessly beat a young
man with their guns and batons
before loading him into the back
of their car.

Journalists were chased away
from the scene.

‘Oppressed enough’

Sectarian and political tensions in
Zanzibar - with a cosmopolitan
population of Arabs, Asians and

Africans - are more marked than
on the mainland.

The archipelago joined with
then-Tanganyika to form Tanza-
niain 1964, and Tanzania's ruling
Chama Cha Mapinduzi (CCM)
party has been in power ever
since.

“The colonisers (mainland)
have oppressed us enough, so
take this election very seriously ...
we are ready to die for Zanzibar,"
the 77 year old Hamad told his
final campaign rally on Sunday.

Hamad believes every vote
has been stolen from him since
the introduction of multiparty
democracy in 1995, and foreign
observers have often agreed.

In January 2001, at least 30
people were killed in clashes be-
tween police and opposition sup-
porters after a disputed election.

Polls in 2005 were also
marred by clashes.

A political deal allowing for
more power-sharing led to
peaceful elections in 2010, but
divisions quickly returned and in
2015, the head of the electoral
commission cancelled the vote
outright.

In 2016, the opposition boy-
cotted the re-run and the CCM
was declared the victor.

Twitter was down across the
country with President John
Magufuli and the mainland's op-
position party Chadema leader,
Tundu Lissu due to wrap up their
campaigns on Tuesday.

AFP

Syriarebelsretaliate after
Russia strikes kill 78 fighters

Beirut, Lebanon - Pro-Turkish
Syrian rebels pounded Moscow-
backed forces with rocket and ar-
tillery fire in northwest Syria on
Tuesday, a day after Russian air-
craft killed dozens among their
ranks, a monitor said.

The airstrikes on Monday hit
a training camp of the Faylaq al
Sham faction near the Turkish
border in Syria's last major rebel
bastion of Idlib, killing 78 fighters
and wounding 90 more.

The National Liberation Front
(NLF), an umbrella group of
Ankara-backed rebels based in
|dlib that includes Faylag al-
Sham, vowed retaliation.

Faylag al-Sham is a group that
has acted as Turkey's proxy dur-
ing several Turkish military cam-
paigns on Syrian soil and has also
been the source of pro-Ankara
mercenaries sent to fight abroad
in Libya and in the Caucasus over
Nagorno-Karabakh.

The Syrian Observatory for

This file photo shows Syrians throwing rocks at a Russian army convoy

near Ein Diwar village in Syria's Hasakeh province on October 11 (AFP)

Human Rights, a Britain-based
war monitor, said the NLF bom-
barded pro-government fighters
in regime-held areas adjacent to
the stronghold. “The factions of
the National Liberation Front
have since Monday evening fired
hundreds of rockets and artillery
shells on areas controlled by
regime forces in the south and

east of Idlib," as well as parts of
the adjacent Hama, Aleppo and
Latakia provinces, it said.

NLF spokesman Naji Mustafa
said, ‘the NLF immediately re-
sponded’ by targeting regime po-
sitions, especially in the south of
Idlib province and north of Hama
province.

AFP

Child malnutrition surges in
war-torn Yemen, says UN

Dubai, UAE - Malnutrition among
young children has soared to the
highest levels ever recorded in
parts of war-torn Yemen, the UN
said on Tuesday, as coronavirus
and shortfalls in aid funding
worsen a humanitarian crisis.

More than half a million cases
of acute malnutrition among chil-
dren under five were recorded in
the south, and the results of a
survey of the north currently
under way are expected to be
‘equally concerning’, it said.

A15.5 per cent increase in se-
vere malnutrition in the age
group has left at least 98,000 at
‘high risk of dying’ unless they re-
ceive urgent treatment, the Food
and Agriculture Organization,
the World Food Programme and
the UN children’s fund UNICEF
said in a statement.

“The data we are releasing

This file photo shows a displaced Yemeni with his child suffering from

acute malnutrition, in Yemen's Hajjah Governorate on September 23 (AFp)

today confirms that acute mal-
nutrition among children is hit-
ting the highest levels we have
seen since the war started,” said
Lise Grande, the UN's humani-
tarian coordinator for Yemen.
Yemen, which since 2014 has

been gripped by a war between
Iran-backed Huthi rebels and a
beleaguered government which
is supported by a Saudi-led mili-
tary coalition, has sunk into the
world's worst humanitarian crisis.
AFP
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Far the poriod ended till 30thSeptember 2020, the Company has
generated consolidated revenue of RD 1,547 545/ which is on a lower
sicle by 47 as compared to the revenue generated for the last year
of RO 2,542,181/ For the same period, the company's had a ret loss
of RO 626,074/ against a net koss of RO B1.958 of last year

The ghabal COATD- 159 pandemic had brougiht thee travel and hospitaiey
sectors 1o a halt The calls (o enact social distancing measunes
restricted travellng on meeting friends at restaurants had devaitating
comneguences. For alrlines, hotels, events restaurants, ¢1c 5ome of
the recessary messuns announced by the suthorities have browght
down the hotel business 1o almost nil revenues. With limited air or
road twaffic, the hotels are running on minimum occupancies, the
likelirood of the revival in the shart term ls uncertain

Far the Intermational Letsure ravelers, complicated traved rules are the
resl killer fo aviaton and townem, people are desperate Lo fravel but
irs not the virus putting them off but the complicated and often
conflicting set of guidelines around alr travel right now that are a
bigger threat to aviation & tourism than the corona virus self

Due o the immpact of COVID 19, ouwr hotel industry ts the most affected
sector by the lockdown as our maln guests used to ravel from all
araund the world especially from all European cowntries which is
witressing & second wave of the spread of COVD 19, Also 8 the Oman
government has still put the ssue of Tttt visas an hold, this will have
an sdverse effect on the movement of the lesure traveles in the last

Going ahesd, the hotel management has implémented a nuember of
maasLres to ensure the hoalth and safety of guests and employess.
Thizse maasunes inchude safe guest check-bn process, sodial distancing,
use of masks and gloves, and regular cleaning of the critical key paints
in the cormmeon areas of the hotels all guest rooms The salety measurs
taken against Coved 19 by both the propertkes has been
indepenclently verified by international Audin firms NSF & 5G5 and

Bath the hotels are taegeting the local tourism and have Lunched
“Staycation Offers” for the local citizens and residents of Oman, akeng
with trying to increase their daily Food & Beverage Revenues. All
efforts hove also been put i place for controlling the costs in every
area in onder o reduce the overall losses

The year 200 kooks a very difficult period for the Hospitality and Travel
industry, and we don foneses the hotel occupancies improsing 1l

The Compamy has been encouraging Omanization by employing
Omanis bn various departments. All efforts are made to comply
throughout the yeal to achieve the Omanization kevel as per the

Ther Board looks forward 1o the continued growth of the tourism
industry in the Sultanate of Oman. The Board of Directon on betalf
of thie Shareholders have a great pliEasune 1o extend their profound
thankcs, loyalty and gratitude to His Majpesty Sultan Haitham Bin Tarik,
God Biess Him, for His Majesty's inspiring leadership and wise policies.
especially during these challenging and difficudt times when the entiee
nation is highting the batile against the COVID- 19 pandemic, We ae
wery confident that under His Majesty's able leadership, our nagion will
continue o walk on a path of progress and prosperity.

On behalf of the Board of Directors of UBAR Hotels and Resorts SAOG,
it i our pheasone to present the Un-audited Consobdated Financial
Rissuiles of the compaiy for the period ended 30thSeptember 2020,

Parent Company Group
Sept 2020 Sept 2019 Sept 2020 Sept 2019
RO RO RO RO

ASSETS
Non-turrent assets
Property, plant and equipment 2,000,587 2138162 10,485,843 10,835,624
Irvestrment in g :.J.:!;udl.ur 4,10 0085 4,104 906 .
Right-of-use asset 58,162 - 59,528
Loan toa subsidiary : 157.056 :
Tatal non-curent et 6,163,655 6600124 1054537 10835624
Curment sisety
Imyenionies 73,347 78572 104,613 116,246
Cribver current as5e13 20,792 35741 59141 126,959
Trade receivables 147,137 98799 217,240 285,11
Crther financial assety at
amortized cost 2,146,942 1,666 783 320 196
Cther receivables 4,550 12550 5,750 21,550
Current portion of koanto s
subsidiary 936,590 1,000,000 .
Cash and cash equnvalents 261,040 71,974 106,751 107 424
Tots current assets 3,590,398 3638149 693,815 658,130
Tatal sssets 9,754,053 97635943 11,235,186 11,453,754
EQUITY AND LIABILITIES
EQUITY
Share capltal 5,001,750 5,001,750 5,001,750 5.001,750
Legal reserve 759,394 43258 925310 946,165
Special resenve 508,515 500,444 1,450,873 1,394,563
Retained earnings BB0, 258 940812 690,186 1,131,423
Total equity 7,150,027 7. 186254 B.0G6E.119 B.A74, 300
LIABILITIES
Non-current liabilities
Term koan . 154 056 . 154 056
Deferred government grant 85,965 92633 85,965 92,633
Employees end of service benefits 172,537 178,995 255378 AT4 725
Deferred tax llability 126,963 121,851 163,198 204,493
Nom-purrent portian of
li=age Haksilities 51,886 52,786
Total non-current labilities 437,351 747535 557327 925,006
Current liabilities
Curment portion of term loan 935,990 1,000,000 935,990 1, GO0 000
Bank overdralt 753,716 504,372 753,716 502,372
Trade and other payables 231,573 1753272 487,156 375529
Accrued labilities 236,387 127477 427,059 190,385
Cumrent partion of kase labiities 9,016 9,480 -
Income tao payable : 13023 2319 23,262
Total current llabilities 2,166,682 1,630,144 2,613,740 2003 548
Total labilities 2,604,033 L5TT 5T 3,171,067 1019454
Total equity and labilities 9,754,054 9763943 11,239,186 11,493,754
Net assets por share 0143 044 0.181 0.169

SEPARATE AND CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF PROFIT OR LOS5 AND OTHER
COMPREHENSIVE INCOME FOR THE PERIOD ENDED 30 SEPTEMBER 2020

Thee Begred s cofuclant that the current economic woenario will show
continuous improvement in the coming period and Oman will
wiiness economic groswth in it various sectors. It will continue to be
a desired destination among travelers. The Board assuses the
sharcholders that the Comparry shall strive and continue to achiewe
bty resulbts in thvis fimancial year with the prosen, hand and sincers

Parent Company Group
Sept 2020 Sept 2019 Sept 2020 Sept 2019
RO RO RO RO

Revenue 912,493 1421572 1,547,545 2,942,181
Ohpevating oosts {1,070,998) (1,234403) (2,112,590) (2,E80, 706)
Operating profit [158,505) 187,169 [565,045] 61475
Finance incomse 17.593 60,762 - -
Finance cost (57.104) {105.258) (63, 748] [123116)
Other income s 1,628 e 2678
Profit before taxation [197,639) 153,301 [628,074) (58,963}
Taxation - {22.995) - [22,9495)
Net profit and total comprehensive
Iincome for the year [187,639) 130,306 (628,074) (81.954]
Attributable to:
Equity holders of the
Parent Company (197,639) 130,306 (628,074 (81,958
Batic and diluted aarmings
per share attributable to equity
holders af the Paremt Company (0.004a) noo3 10.013) 0002

@ UBAR HOTELS & RESORTS SAOG

PO, Box 1000, Nizwa, Postal Code 611, Sultanate of Oman, Tel: (968) 25431616, Fax: (968) 25431330
Email: info@goldentulipnizwa.com, Website: www.goldentulipnizwa.com, www.parkinn.com/hotel-muscat

SEPARATE AND CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
AS AT 30 SEPTEMBER 2020
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US puts China ‘threats' at heart of India talks

New Delhi, India - The United
States warned on Tuesday of
China's ‘threats to security’ as
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
and Defence Secretary Mark
Esper held top level talks in India.

The two countries are also
due to complete an accord on
sharing sensitive data in a new
sign of their strengthening
strategic ties.

“Today is a new opportunity
for two great democracies like
ours to grow closer,” Pompeo
said as he and Esper began talks
with India’s External Affairs Min-
ister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar
and Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh.

Pompeo outlined a series of
issues of mutual concern that
would be discussed.

“Our cooperation on the pan-
demic that originated in Wuhan,
to confronting the Chinese Com-
munist Party's threats to security

W\

i
i SNITETS

L-R: US Secretary of Defence Mark Esper, US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, India's Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and India’s Foreign Minister
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Subrahmanyam Jaishankar attend a joint press briefing in the lawns of Hyderabad House, in New Delhi on Tuesday (AFp)

and freedom, to promoting
peace and stability throughout
the region,” he said.

Esper said the United States
wanted stronger ties with India -

currently involved in a tense bor-
der showdown with China - ‘to
meet the challenges of the day
and uphold the principles of a
free and open Indo-Pacific well

into the future’.

Pompeo and Esper had al-
ready called for a deeper rela-
tionship during one-on-one talks
with their Indian counterparts on

Monday.

Jaishankar tweeted after his
meetings with Pompeo that rela-
tions between the emerging al-
lies have ‘grown substantially’.

Spy data accord
Anintelligence-sharing accord is
also set to be signed by the two
countries later on Tuesday.

The Basic Exchange and Co-
operation Agreement will allow
the United States to share top-
secret satellite and sensor data
that would help India in targeting
its missiles and placing troops.

It will also allow the United
States to provide the latest navi-
gational technology on any
fighter jets it supplies to India.

Esper has been pressing the
case for India to buy US F-18 jets
and move away from its reliance
on Russian weaponry.

But India wants more of its
military equipment made do-
mestically and is demanding
greater investment.

Esper and Singh ‘welcomed
the expansion of information-
sharing’, a US statement said,
while the Indian Defence Min-

istry reported the two officials
had discussed ‘potential new
areas of cooperation’, without
giving details.

Relations with China have
grown increasingly tense for both
the United States and India in re-
cent years.

The United States is in a tense
trade battle with China and Pres-
ident Donald Trump's adminis-
tration has stepped up warnings
about Beijing's growing eco-
nomic and military power.

India has sought greater inter-
national military support since a
deadly border showdown with
China in June. At least 20 Indian
soldiers were killed in the clash.
China has acknowledged it also
suffered casualties but has not
provided details. Both sides have
since sent tens of thousands of
troops to their disputed frontier
in the Ladakh region.

AFP
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Arabia

Falcon Insurance

Directors’ Report Q3, 2020

On behall of the Board of Directors of Arabin Falcon Insur-
ance SAOG, | have the pleasure in presenting 1o you the fi-
nancial performance of the company for the Third Quarter

As COVID - 19 spreads all over the world, the economic ac-
tivities have been affected to great extent. The Supreme Com-
mittee formed to deal with COVID-19 crisis has taken various
measures (o contain spread of virus, The fight ugainst COVID-
19 pandemic continues. AFIC has also put in place various
measures for safety of its staff; customers and other visitors.
o combat the COVID-19 sitation,

Al the end of the third quarter ended 30 September 2020, the
insurance Industry saw a negative growth in premium over
same period last year. The total premium booked by the com-
panies is at RO 374 Million against RO 387 Million of last
year same period, a negative growth of 3.4% (source Capital

Income and Technical Results

a) The Company recorded Gross Written' Premium of
RO 122 Million up 0o September 30, 2020 compared 1o
RO 12,0 Million for the same period last year. Manage-
ment has tken several measures o grow in all classes.

by Management is committed to improve topline and control
loss ratio in the coming quaner to deliver better under-
writing profit at the end of the year 2020,

¢} The underwriting profit has grown by 129% Y'TD 2020 1o
RO 2.38 Million from RO2.00 Million of last year same

dl The net profit up to September 30, 2020 is a1t RO 977k
against RO 678K in last year same period, a growth
of 34% contribtited by better underwriting income
combined with investment income,

¢} The shareholders fund as at September 30, 20200 is ol
RO 185 Million against RO 133 Million at the end of

As the impact of COVID-19 is continuing, the year may be
challenging in terms of business growth. market lguidity and
profitability. Management has put in place payment gateway,
omline issue of policies and claims registration to ensure cus-
tomer service at their doorsteps. Management focuses on e in-
surance and taking all efforts to move online. Online policies
have picked up in the past quarier through beéiter broker relu-
tionship. Considenng the prolonged impact of COVID-19 on
the economy as a whole, the company intencds 1o tread cau-
tiously in the remaining part of the year with an aim to protect
shareholder’s value while eveing an increase in top-line, re-
duction in costs and a stronger bottom line,

| take this opportunity o wish all success 1o His Majesty
Sultan Haitham bin Tarig bin Taimur towards further develop-
ment and prosperity of the Sultanate. 'We would like (o thank
the Capital Market Authority and other Regulatory bodies for
their continued guidance and support. We value the suppon
extended to the company by our clients and business partners.
On behalf of the Boand of directors 1 would also like 1w thank
the management team and all employees of the company.

We would like to convey our sincere thanks to the shareholders
of the company for the confidence they have placed on the
Company and in its Board and for the support over the years.

For & om behalf of the Board of Directors of
Arabia Falcon Insurnnce SAOG

Chairman of the Board of Directors

Vol

UNAUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THIRD QUARTER ENDING 30 SEPTEMBER 2020

Unaudited condensed interim statement of profit or loss

and other comprehensive income for the nine months
period ended 30 September 2020

Income
(s ERETTIRUI wiillen

Net underwriting results
Invvestment incorms - net
Other income

Expensas

General and administrative expenses
Operating profit before taxation
Taxation

Met profit for the period

Other comprehensive ingome
et change in fair value of avallable-for
financial assets

Total comprehensive income for the period

Basic and diluted earnings per share

Unaudited condensed

financial position as at

Unaudited Unaudited Audited
30 5ep 30 Sep 31 Dec
2020 2019 2019
RO RO RO
ASSETS
MNon-current assets
Property and equipment 10,180 103,172 81,747
Right-to-se assey 33,290 109 288 BT 7RO
Goodwill 555,883 555883 255 HE
Intanglble assets 353,077 435275 408,642
Deferrad tax assat 141,843 169841 141843
Held-to-maturity investments TOX2T0 SO0,D00 02270
Available- forsale financial assets 9,341,679 9.201,106 9,181,973
Term depasits 12,934,700 14941869 15,065,306
Remsurer's share in insurance funds 1,368,613 1,380823 1033208
Total non-current Assets 25,541,535 27397157 Xr2ea02
Current assets
Fnancial assets at fair valwe
through profit or loss Ta6,872 044,544 BO5.847
Term deposits 6,663,838 5095057 6,014,907
Insurance and other recekvabiles 6,896,976 65415598 6,151,404
Reinsurer's share in insurance funds 19,008,887 20068235 19386430
Cash and bank balances 3,492,329 1,604,356 1658,194
Total current assets 36,808,902 35327832 15106782
Total assets 62,350,437 6725089 62375484
EQUITY AND LIABILITIES
EQUITY
Capital and reserves
Share capital 10,330,166 10,330,166 10,330, 166
Share premium 1,749,442 1745442 L7A9442
Legal reserve 995,239 B53,092 B97.531
Contingency reserve 5,258,957 4824836 4,933 29%
Investment fair value reserve {405,860) 216219 399095
Retainad earnings 575484 350,090 641,586
Total equity 18,503,428 18323845 18951113
LIABILITIES
MNon-current Babilities
End-of-service benefits 140,465 175,024 159,394
Lease Habilities- non-current partion . 52,115 12,688
Insurance funds B.060,128  7.BO0.689 7.542 539
Total non-current liabilities 8,200,593 B,027838 74N
Current labilities
Lease llabillties- current porsion 33,638 57173 76,5998
Insurance funds 26,028,715 26712022 255984751
Reinsurance contract payables 5,836,991 6498402 6,606,368
Claims and other payables 3,463,791  1ES6,7%0 17825983
Provision for taxation 283,281 245,000 258,550
Total current liabilities 35646416 36373416 35700650
Tatal liabilities 43,847,009 44,401,244 4342437
Total equity and llabilitles 62,350,437 62735089 62375484
Net assets par share 0.179 0ayy (183

ARABIA FALCON INSURANCE COMPANY SAOG

BOLBox 2279, BT 112, Ruwd, Sultanite of Dman, Second floor, Sultan Center, Al Quram, Tek « 568 24560000, Fnc +568 24568476, Emall mfo@afic.om, Wbsite: wwawalicom

Unaudited Unaudited
30 Sept 30 Sept
2020 2019
RO RO
12,232,125 12025809
2,375,535 2,092,706
1,069,586 932441
47,013 67471
3,492,134 3082614
[2,308,789) (2,274426)
1,183,345 HOE, 192
(206,265} 1130440
977,080 677,752
LAl
(804,955} 362772
172,125 1,040,524
0.009 0.007
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China blasts ‘bully’ US ahead
of Pompeo visit to Sri Lanka

Colombo, Sri Lanka - China
warned the United States not to
‘coerce and bully’ Sri Lanka
ahead of a visit on Tuesday to the
strategically-placed island by US
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo.

Pompeo is expected to ask
Colombo to make ‘difficult’
choices on its blossoming rela-
tionship with Beijing during his
visit.

"We are firmly opposed to the
United States taking the opportu-
nity of the State Secretary’s visit
to sow and interfere in China-Sri
Lanka relations, and to coerce
and bully Sri Lanka,” China's Em-
bassy in Colombo said.

The top US diplomat for South
Asia, Dean Thompson, said at
the start of Pompeo's four-nation
tour of Indian Ocean nations -

India, Sri Lanka, Maldives and In-
donesia - that he will ask
Colombo to review options of-
fered by Washington.

The US visit comes less than
three weeks after Yang Jiechi, a
Chinese Community Party polit-
buro member, pledged more
economic help to Sri Lanka dur-
ing a visit.

Colombo has leaned heavily
on China for loans and diplo-
matic support to fight off allega-
tions of human rights violations,
particularly in the final months of
a brutal decades-long civil war.

Washington has insisted on
credible investigations into
charges that Sri Lankan troops
killed at least 40,000 civilians
while crushing Tamil Tiger rebels
in 2009.

President Gotabaya Rajapaksa
was the island'’s top defence offi-
cial and his brother Mahinda was
president when the final on-
slaught was carried out. Mahinda
is now Prime Minister.

Pompeo is expected to raise
rights issues when he meets the
Rajapaksas on Wednesday in
Colombo which is under a partial
lockdown because of a surge in
coronavirus infections.

He is also to place a wreath at
St Anthony's church where 56
people were killed when extrem-
ists carried out coordinated sui-
cide bombings last year.

Five Americans were among
279 people killed in the Easter
Sunday attacks on three
churches and three hotels.

AFP

Air pollution linked to 15% of
COVID-19 deaths, says study

Paris, France - Long-term expo-
sure to air pollution may be
linked to 15 per cent of COVID-
19 deaths globally, according to
research published on Tuesday
that highlights the health risks
posed by greenhouse gas emis-
sions.

Previous research has showed
how air pollution from exhaust
fumes and factories takes two
years off the life expectancy of
every man, woman and child on
Earth.

Now experts in Germany and
Cyprus say they have estimated
the proportion of deaths from
coronavirus that can be blamed
of the exacerbating effects of air
pollution.

Their study, published in the
journal Cardiovascular Research,
drew on health and disease data
from the US and China relating to
air pollution, COVID-19 and
SARS - a serious lung disease
similar to COVID.

They combined this with
satellite data of global exposure
to particulate matter - micro-
scopic particles - as well as
ground-based pollution monitor-
ing networks, to calculate to
what extent air pollution can be
blamed for COVID-19 deaths.

In East Asia, which has some
of the highest levels of harmful
pollution on the planet, the au-
thors found that 27 per cent of
COVID-19 deaths could be at-
tributed to the health effects of
poor air quality.

In Europe the proportion was
19 per cent, compared with 17
per cent in North America.

“If both long-term exposure to
air pollution and infection with

ap ) IR -"-. : .'i.- 4 =

An Indian official from the district magistrate office holds a COVID-19
mascot in a market area during an awareness campaign against

coronavirus and rising air pollution levels, in New Delhi on Monday (AFp)

the COVID-19 virus come to-
gether then we have an adverse
effect on health, particularly with
respect to the heart and blood
vessels,” said paper co-author
Thomas Munzel.

He said that air pollution
made known COVID-19 risk fac-
tors such as lung and heart prob-
lems more likely.

Specifically, the team noted
that particulate matter appeared
to increase the activity of a re-
ceptor on lung cell surfaces,
ACE-2, which is known to be in-
volved in the way COVID-19 in-
fects patients.

“So we have a double hit: air
pollution damages the lungs and
increases the activity of ACE-2,
which in turn leads to enhanced
uptake of the virus,” said Munzel,
a professor at the University
Medical Center of the Johannes
Gutenberg University, Mainz.

The authors stressed that at-
tributing COVID-19 deaths to air
pollution did not mean that pollu-

tion itself was killing people with
COVID - though they didn't rule
out such a cause-effect linkage.

Jos Lelieveld, of the Max
Planck Institute for Chemistry,
told AFP that the research sug-
gested ‘the pollution particles are
a co-factor in aggravating the
disease’.

He said their estimates sug-
gested that more than 6,100
COVID deaths in Britain could be
attributed to air pollution. In the
US that figure is around 40,000.

The authors said that without
a fundamental change in how
cities power themselves, includ-
ing a transition to clean and re-
newable energy sources, air
pollution would continue to kill
huge numbers of people even
after the pandemic recedes.

‘The pandemic ends with the
vaccination of the population or
with herd immunity through ex-
tensive infection of the popula-
tion," they wrote.

AFP
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At least seven killed in blast
at Pakistan religious school

Security officials examine the site of a blast at a religious school in Peshawar on Tuesday (AFpP)

Peshawar, Pakistan - At least
seven students were killed and
scores more wounded on Tues-
day in a bomb attack on a Koran
study class at a religious school
in northwestern Pakistan, offi-
cials said.

More than 60 people had
been taking a lesson when the
explosion tore through the
madrassa in Peshawar, about
170km west of Islamabad, said
Wagar Azim, a senior police of-
ficial.

“The blast took place in a
seminary during a Koran class.
Someone took a bag inside the
seminary,” Azim told AFP.

He added that the person who
had brought in the bag left the
lecture hall before the blast at the
Jamia Zuberia seminary.

Mohammad Ali Gandapur,
another senior police official, said
at least seven people had been
killed with more than 50
wounded.

More than 60 people had been
taking a lesson when the explosion
tore through the madrassa in
Peshawar, about 170km west

of Islamabad
WAQARAZIM

The death toll was confirmed
by Mohammad Asim Khan, a
spokesman at a local hospital,
who told AFP that seven bodies
and 70 wounded people had
been taken to the facility.

“Most of those killed and in-
jured were hit by ball bearings
and some were badly burnt,” he
said.

All of the dead were men aged
between 20 and 40, he said.
Teachers and boys as young as
seven were among the wounded.

Teacher Safiullah Khan told
AFP more than 1,000 students
are currently enrolled at the reli-
gious school, which is divided

into two sections - one for stu-
dents aged 18 and older and the
other for children.

“The blast took place in the
section where students above
the age of 18 were taking a class,”
Khan said, adding that the wall
between the two sections col-
lapsed in the blast.

A live stream of the lesson
showed a religious teacher
speaking in Pashto and Arabic,
explaining a saying from the
Prophet Mohammed, when the
explosion took place.

Shortly afterwards, rescue
workers and locals were seen
scouring the site and collecting

students’ books, caps and shoes.
In a tweet, Prime Minister
Imran Khan offered his condo-
lences. 'l want to assure my na-
tion we will ensure the terrorists
responsible for this cowardly
barbaric attack are brought to
justice asap,’ Khan wrote.

End to relative calm
The loud blast, which could be
heard across most parts of Pe-
shawar, wrecked the school's in-
terior and damaged the roof of
the main hall.

It was not immediately known
why the madrassa was targeted
and no group claimed responsi-
bility for the attack, which fol-
lowed months of relative calm in
Pakistan.

Peshawar was once the epi-
centre of militant violence in the
country, with extremists target-
ing security forces and public
spaces in the city near the north-
western frontier with

Afghanistan.

Violence in Pakistan has de-
clined in recent years following a
series of military operations
along the border, but militant
groups are still able to carry out
deadly attacks.

In 2014, Pakistan's army
launched a massive offensive to
wipe out militant bases in the
area and end the near decade-
long insurgency that has cost
thousands of lives.

The operation was intensified
after the Pakistani Taliban killed
more than 150 people, the major-
ity of them children, at a school in
Peshawar in December 2014.

Still, the Pakistani Taliban
have been regrouping in recent
months with several factions
coming together in a pact, raising
fears the extremists may be re-
gaining strength after launching
a string of small-scale attacks on
security forces along the border.
AFP

A wounded man receives medical treatment at a hospital after a car

bomb attack on an Afghan police base in Khost province on Tuesday (AFP)

Threedead in
attack on Afghan
police base

Khost, Afghanistan - A car bomb
attack on an Afghan police spe-
cial forces base followed by an
ongoing gun battle have killed
three policemen and wounded
dozens of people, officials said on
Tuesday.

Militants detonated the car
bomb outside the gate of the
base in the city of Khost near the
Pakistan border early in the
morning, a security source said,
before trying to storm the com-
pound.

A gunbattle between the at-
tackers and security forces was
ongoing, officials and an AFP cor-
respondent reported.

Four attackers have been
killed while two more were still
fighting, Afghanistan’s Interior
Ministry spokesman Tariq Arian
told reporters.

The assault has so far left
three policemen dead and
wounded 33 people, including 11
civilians, Sakhi Sardar, a senior
official at Khost hospital said.

No group has so far claimed
responsibility for the attack.

Khost, a restive province, is
home to active Taliban and also
Al-Qaeda fighters, officials say.

Three civilians were killed and
ten others were wounded in a
separate attack Tuesday when a
‘sticky bomb" attached to a car
exploded near Kabul airport, po-
lice spokesman Ferdaws Fara-
muz said in a statement.

Violence has surged across
Afghanistan in recent weeks
even as the Taliban and Afghan
government remain engaged in

peace talks to end the country's
long-running conflict.

Afghan and US officials have
repeatedly warned that the rising
bloodshed was threatening the
talks being held in Qatar since
last month.

The United Nations Assis-
tance Mission in Afghanistan
(UNAMA) said in a report re-
leased on Tuesday that the num-
ber of civilians killed and
wounded has failed to slow since
the start of peace talks on Sep-
tember 12.

“The peace talks will need
some time to help deliver peace,”
UNAMA chief Deborah Lyons
said in the report.

"But all parties can immedi-
ately prioritise discussions and
take urgent, and frankly overdue,
additional steps to stem the ter-
rible harm to civilians.”

UNAMA, however, said that
the overall civilian casualty figure
had dropped by around 30 per
cent in the first nine months of
2020 compared to the corre-
sponding period last year.

The first nine months of this
year saw 2,177 civilians killed and
3,822 wounded, the report said.

The majority of the civilian ca-
sualties, about 58 per cent, were
caused by ‘anti-government ele-
ments" like the Taliban and Is-
lamic State group, it said.

Afghan security forces were
responsible for 23 per cent of all
civilian casualties, many killed in
air strikes and ground engage-
ments.

AFP

Taliban

Islamabad, Pakistan - As Afghan
peace talks grind on, the Taliban
are trying to portray themselves
as a viable government-in-wait-
ing in an image makeover that in-
cludes  rehabilitating  their
ultra-violent  affiliate,  the
Haggani network.

Negotiators from both sides in
Afghanistan’'s 19 year old war
have been meeting in Qatar
since September and are at-
tempting to draw up a blueprint
for the country after US and for-
eign forces leave next year.

The languid pace of talks at a
luxury hotel in Doha belies the
chaos on the ground in
Afghanistan.

As the militants push for bat-
tlefield dominance including a
major assault this month in Hel-
mand province, the Taliban's
propaganda arm is churning out
a steady stream of social media
messages and videos, and pub-
lishing reports on a slick website
depicting themselves as good
governors.

A recent article said Taliban
task forces had been deployed in
Kabul to protect the population
against 'lawlessness and corrup-
tion', a swipe at overwhelmed
authorities struggling to control
crime.

A video released on Facebook
by the group this year showed
members in surgical masks dis-
tributing hand sanitisers after the

seek image revamp as Afghan peace talks grind on

coronavirus reached
Afghanistan.

And even though they fre-
quently blow up telecom towers
and government buildings, the
militants are also circulating
claims on WhatsApp about their
infrastructure projects such as
roads and irrigation canals.

Sediq Sediqqi, a spokesman
for President Ashraf Ghani, high-
lighted the apparent contradic-
tion.

“On one hand, they are talking
about brotherhood, mercy, serv-
ice, humility, and unity, and af-
fection among the Muslims,” he
told AFP.

“And on the other hand, they
are killing and wounding inno-
cent civilians, including women
and children.”

In power from 1996-2001, the
Taliban ran a brutal form of Is-
lamist government that punished
women for leaving the house,
forbade entertainment and made
public beatings and executions
routine.

Haqqgani ‘the
great reformer’
Perhaps the most dramatic part
of the public relations push is
around the Haggani network, a
violent Taliban wing blamed for
some of the worst atrocities in
Afghanistan’s war.

A new documentary tracing
the life of Jalaluddin Haggani,

This file photo shows a man watching a new documentary tracing the life of Jalaluddin Haggani, founder of the Haggani network, a violent wing of

Taliban, on a monitor in Islamabad on October 23 (AFp)

founder of the eponymous net-
work, depicts him as a great re-
former’ who fought heroically
over four decades, first against
the Soviets and then against the
Americans.

Designated a foreign terrorist
group by the US State Depart-
ment in 2012 and suspected of
ties to Pakistan's secretive secu-

rity apparatus, the Haggani net-
work has been linked to a string
of attacks against foreign forces
and Afghan civilians, including a
2017 truck bombing near the
German embassy in Kabul that
killed more than 150 people.
The film features archive
footage of the bearded and tur-
baned Haggani, who died in

2018, and claims he was an effec-
tive administrator in his former
stronghold of Khost province,
where he opened dozens of
madrassas, ‘focused on charity’
and fought corruption.

Taliban spokesman Zabihullah
Mujahid said the film aimed to
‘introduce’ Haggani as an ‘icon’.

"We wanted to show his way

of life, his sacrifices, his speeches
to our future leaders and young
mujahideen,” he told AFP.

Taliban and Haqqgani
‘same thing’

The film seeks to rebrand the
deadly and once semi-au-
tonomous Haggani network and
present them as unified with the

broader Taliban movement, An-
drew Watkins, an analyst on
Afghanistan for the Crisis Group
thinktank, told AFP.

The Taliban ‘clearly have an
agenda’ to show supporters and
outside audiences that the two
groups ‘are the same thing'.
“They may not have been in the
past but they are today. And the
Taliban celebrating the Haggani
network's patriarch is a way of
solidifying that,” Watkins said.

In  February, Sirajuddin
Haggani, one of Haggani's sons
who now heads the Haggani net-
work and is also deputy leader of
the Taliban, penned an editorial
in The New York Times.

Sirajuddin wrote that the Tal-
iban were ready to agree to ‘a
new, inclusive political system in
which the voice of every Afghan
is reflected and where no Afghan
feels excluded'.

The Taliban's attempt to de-
pict themselves and the Haqga-
nis as efficient rulers is a far cry
from early public relations ef-
forts, when the insurgents pro-
duced videos showing suicide
bombers and gloated about at-
tacks on Western troops.

Watkins said the effort being
pumped into the image revamp
is directly linked to the peace
talks, “They've expanded their
capability and are producing on
a staggering scale now.”

AFP
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Wednesday's skies pick the cosmic pace back up. The moon slips Wednesday's skies make it easy to feel good and refreshed. The

out of the emotional waters of Pisces and slides forward into your moon abandons dreary Pisces and leaps into Aries, helping you
sign, helping you self-assert and focus on your health, identity, shake off any of the heavier feelings you've been dealing with.
and appearance. Luna spends the morning hours in a stare down The moon spends the AM hours in a stare down with Venus,
with lover Venus, potentially creating a briefly uncomfortable helping make it easy to get off any pent up feelings off your chest.

split between relationship demands and individual needs. Movement and creating a break from routine will serve you well.

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20

Try to take it slow. The moon leaps out of Pisces and transitions

1 VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22

\ It's not always easy for you to be present with your more
into Avries first thing this morning, turning your attention towards difficult emotions. You tend to work yourself to the bone rather
any personal needs that have gone unacknowledged. The moon than confront them. Today's cosmos encourage you to sink
spends the morning in a brief quarrel with your ruler, Venus, deeper into your feelings around partnership. The moon and
making your responses more emotionally riled up towards the Venus find themselves in an uncomfortable disagreement,

environment. Prioritising rest will make the day flow with ease. briefly highlighting any stress around money and debts.

GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21

Don't spend the day alone. You're hungry for human interaction

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22

Working with other people is your forte. Today's skies make it
and are needing to feel like you're part of something bigger than easy to do any personal one-on-one interactions, as the moon
yourself. The moon spends the morning locked into a bounces into Aries. Your emotional attention is specifically drawn
disagreement with Venus, highlighting sensitive feelings you have to partnership matters, as the moon and Venus lock into a
bound up around creative projects and the actual aspirations you disagreement, highlighting the never-ending compromise of

hold for yourself. Turn to your friends if you need reassurance! trying to get differing needs met between two people.

<
<

CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22

Get up and at ‘em today. The moon shakes off her sleepiness, as

SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21

Put your nose to the grindstone. You're primed to cross out any

(g
‘,««tit
RS

she departs from Pisces and treks forward into adventurous e actions on your to-do list, as the moon departs from dreamy

Aries. Luna's day is relatively low-key, aside from a short-lived Pisces and transitions into Aries. Make room for your need for
morning scuffle with Venus, which can stress career demands exercise and movement too, among your need for little
and feelings on the home front. Otherwise, you're highly visible accomplishments. Luna’s morning opposition with Venus can

and capable of pushing your ambitions forward with ease today. create a brief period of laziness and resentment towards work.

KIDS

You're bound to be feeling more like yourself with the help of
Wednesday's skies. The moon departs from the dreamworld of
Pisces and moves forward into rambunctious Aries, stopping
only for a small quarrel with Venus. It's easy to feel like your
wants and needs are pitted against each other. Otherwise, the
day is focused on playful activities, leisure, and creative action.

movement and helping you quietly recenter yourself in your
home base. Your need to be low-key and in the privacy of your
home, but Luna’s opposition to Venus can spark frustrated
emotional responses around the current reality of your career.

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18
You've kept quiet for long enough. Wednesday's skies urge you
to find a fitting form of self-expression, as the moon leaps into
enthusiastic Aries. Writing, singing, or speaking bring you great
joy today, as your need to share your story is strong. The moon
stares down Venus in the morning hours, stirring up minor
turbulence between your current set of wants and needs.

CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19

It's time to lay low. The moon abandons ethereal Pisces and
steps forward into Aries, slowing down your need for

TEST YOUR

1. How much of blood does the
normal human heart on each of
its contraction pump into the
arteries?

a.30cm®

b. 60 cm?3

c.30cm®

d.60 cm®

2. Hygrometer is used to
measure

a. relative humidity

b. purity of milk

c. specific gravity of liquid
d. None of the above

3. India became a member of
the United Nations in

.1945

=9y, PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20 Z °
&Y vou rarely devote your energy to finances. Today's cosmos 1947
gives you a moment to check back in with your resources, as the c.1959
d.1960

moon slips into Aries. Take a beat to make sure your money is
on track, as you may find yourself more concerned with financial
matters. Otherwise, the moon only has a morning quarrel with
Venus, highlighting unspoken feelings in partnership matters.
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LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1to 9 and

only one instance of each number
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ANSWER
Each game will present you with a matrix filled with letters.

E D | The objective is to form words by linking adjacent letters - to the
left, right, on top, bottom, or 6 ¥ 9l€|2|L B.I G
diagonal to each other. 5_ E‘_ 2 tr 9 [ f-ﬁ E
A D | The Boggles Classic game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words are valued at _._i_ £l 1|B6/GI¥ 92
one point for each letter in excess of two letters. A three letter word BT ¥IeGI9I2IE|L
NoM N oo ol 9lL]¢[z[s|vl6/s]e
Valid words must be at least three letters long. cl6GILBEITIVI
villoll o HEE NGB
Solution 20-25 words: Excellent, 15-20 words: Very good, IZIGBI9 EIBIGILIT
10-15 words: Good, 5-10 words: Average 1lelzlelvlzlelgls

You have three minutes to

find all the words

contained in this word.

Rules: Words should be at
least four letters long, proper
nouns and duplicates don't

count
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LACHHA PARATHA

This flatbread is much loved for its layered, flaky texture due to
which it can be enjoyed with a curry or vegetable as well as eaten
plain as a snack with tea. It is known as Lachha Paratha in north India,
where it is popular in homes as well as 'dhabas' (eateries), while in
south India it is known as Kerala/Malabari Parotha.

Ingredients

172 cups flour

1/2 cup all-purpose flour
1/2 cup vegetable oil/ghee
1/2tsp salt

Method

Mix the salt in one cup of warm water. Take a large kneading
bowl, add both the flours and the salt water and mix well with a ta-
blespoon in a circular motion until the dough combines well with the
water. Now, knead it with your hands, adding a little flour, if it is too
sticky, to form a smooth dough. Coat the dough with a sprinkling of
oil and set aside for 20 minutes. Now divide the dough into six large
lemon-size balls.

Take one ball and roll it out with a rolling pin on a flat work surface.
Brush the rolled out surface with oil and sprinkle a little dry flour over
it. Now, fold over two cm of the top end, then fold the same portion
for two cm backwards. In this way, create pleats till the entire
rolled out portion becomes a strip of folds. Hold the strip
together tightly, pull it along the two ends to
make it a little longer, then place it on the
work surface and coil it together to
form a layered disc. Press it tightly
and roll out again to about
15 cm diameter. Repeat with
all the remaining balls.

Now heat a frypan or
hot-plate, Place the
rolled out paratha on
it and fry both sides
till golden brown.
Sprinkle oil on both
sides while frying,
before  removing
from the hot plate.
Serve hot with
your favourite
curry or enjoy with
a hot cup of tea.

BACHELOR'S KITCHEN

BREAD
TALK

Preparing Indian flatbreads at home is, probably, a nightmare
for many, though they thoroughly enjoy tucking into these
exotic accompaniments for spicy curries. The fact is, these
flatbreads can be easily made at home if you have one key
ingredient - the 'will' to do so!

Given here are easy-to-do recipes for two popular Indian
flatbreads, which anyone can prepare at home.

Caution: If you attempt these recipes just once, you will
get addicted to the preparation process and your kitchen will
soon become your favourite room.
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ALOO PARATHA

This flatbread with a stuffing is a complete meal and can be enjoyed all by itself. A popular ac-
companiment is mango,/lemon pickle but one can also enjoy it with ketchup or whipped curds.
The stuffing involves seasoned, mashed potatoes but this can also be replaced with seasoned,
crushed paneer (cottage cheese).

Ingredients Method

2 cups flour Mix salt in one cup water and add to the flour. Mix well and
1/2tsp salt knead to form a smooth dough. Divide into four portions
2tbsp oil or ghee and roll in palms to form balls. Cover and set aside.

For the filling To make the filling, heat 2tsp oil in a pan, add the onion and
2 small potatoes - boiled green chillies and saute for a minute. Then lower the heat
and mashed and add the spice powders followed by the mashed pota-

2tsp oil toes. Sprinkle salt and chopped coriander and mix well.
1small onion - minced Set aside to cool.
1/2tsp red chilli powder Now, take each ball and press to form a deep shell. Place a
1/2tsp turmeric powder spoonful of the filling in the centre and bring all the sides
1/2tsp garam masala of the dough together to cover it and form a ball. Press all
2 green chillies - minced sides together to seal the centre well. Now place on the
2tbsp chopped coriander rolling surface and gently pat it to flatten. With a rolling pin,
1/2tsp salt gently flatten it more to form a thick disc, about 12-15cm
in diameter. Repeat the same for all four balls.
Heat a hot plate and fry each paratha on both sides driz-
zling oil or ghee. Remove when golden brown and serve
with mango pickle or ketchup.
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OF THE YEAR AWARDS 2020

MAN Category: Social Responsibility

And the winner is...

Hanaa al Hinai

anaa Fahad al Hinai is Founder & CEO of Smart

Money Education, which provides individuals

with the financial education necessary for them

to start improving their financial situation via on-

line tutorials, customised training sessions, and
one-on-one consultancy.

Having worked as a financial planner for one of the top Aus-
tralian banks, Hanaa has managed over 3000 client's retirement,
insurance, savings, tax and investment plans. She ranked top
among her peers and was among the select few to be awarded
the Top Financial Planner Nationwide.

As afinancial coach for over 13 years, Hanaa is extremely pas-
sionate about educating individuals about the importance of sav-
ing and investing in one's future. She has held specialised
sessions with thousands of people in Oman on how to improve
their personal money management skills. Companies such as
PDO have had their employees benefit from Hanaa's training for
over 10 years. Her aim is to change people's attitudes towards
money and inspire them to be motivated to take more responsi-
bility for their financial future. She has been named the country’s
‘Money Girl' for her passion in educating the community on
building a better financial future for oneself,

Hanaa is also an executive banker with a career spanning 20
years. She is currently the deputy general manager for Ahli Bank’s
Investment Banking division and a graduate of the prestigious
National CEO programme (NCP) of the government of Oman
and IMD.

HEADLINE PARTNER ASSOCIATE PARTNER
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Many Sushi outlets have mushroomed in Muscat over the past few years, creating a new fondness for this: L si'ﬂe-ahong
weekend diners. However, they also offer fried/baked snacks and salads on their menus as options, to caterto those who may not be
inclined towards Sushi in a group of diners. The reason why many people are reluctant to try Sushi is that Sushiiis surrounded by nu-
merous myths which tends to put some diners off. Here are some truths that dispel a few Sushi myths:

SUSHIIS A SUSHI FISH IS SUSHI IS SUSHI MEANS SALMON IS CHOPSTICKS ADD WASABITO
Sushi started out as street This is the most prevalent myth that the word ‘sushi’ ARE RUBBED
Most countries in Southeast Asia Sushi restaurants, by food on wheeled carts. Now refers to raw fish. In fact, ‘sushi’ is only the method TOGETHER Chefs put just the right amount
are said to have some variation of and large, do not serve sushi is available in food of preparing and serving vinegared rice combined Salmon tends to spoil of wasabi into the fish when
Sushi, not just Japan and it has over live fish on the platter. courts as well as theme with other ingredients. rather quickly and was they make it at the sushi bar.
2000 years if history. It began as a Ikizukuri is the process restaurants all over the world. Condiments, vegetables and cured seafood are used not considered ideal for Chopsticks are often Often, at a good sushi bar, the
way of preserving fish because vine- of preparing raw fish However, if native Japanese as fillings as well as toppings. The curing process en- Sushi. Only after refrig- rubbed together to cre- amount of wasabi to be added
gar worked as an antibiotic. The from live seafood. It is chefs are flown in to conjure hances the flavour and texture of fish. eration became com- ate a rough edge to facili- to a particular fish is calibrated
process involved packing fresh fish an expensive delicacy up the fare in five star hotels Seasoning and smoking are also some of the ways of mon in Japan, did tate easy picking up of depending on its richness. If you
with cooked rice and vinegar to pre- in Japan but not part of outside Japan, then it can be curing fish before it is served, besides other meth- Salmon find a place in noodles. Doing so may add more, you would end up
serve it. regular Sushi. an expensive affair. ods like soaking in salt/brine solutions. Sushi. not seem acceptable. spoiling that calibration.
(J
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W MAN Category: Sports And the winner is...

OF THE YEAR AWARDS 2020

Sara Nadir al Maskary

ara al Maskary, who started out in 2010 as a bright

bowling prospect at the age of 13, was the youngest

member in Oman's national team. Her sister was also

B et ey J in the Oman national team when they were on the
i i "
SR AN (=S lookout for young girls like her to join the team.

“In the beginning | wasn't interested because | rarely play bowl-
ing," says Sara who was coerced by her sister, a constant source
of encouragement. Sara took up practice in all earnestness and
soon found herself growing fond of bowling as she was able to
improve her performance steadily. She had never imagined that
she would someday be part of the national bowling team

In 2011, Sara participated in the GCC tournament, which helped
her gain good experience. In 2014, she participated in the
women's tournament in Oman and won gold in the singles and
silver in the doubles events

After a break of two years, Sara came back to the fray in 2017, In
March 2018, she participated in the Arab Tournament in Oman
and won silver in doubles and bronze in the team event. In
November 2018, in the Women's Tournament in Oman, she won
gold in singles, silver in doubles and team events and bronze in
the master's event.

In 2019, in the Arab Tournament in Egypt, she won silver in the
team event, besides becoming the first woman player in the na

tional team to get third place in the masters event. Her last ap-
pearance was in the GCC women's tournament, in Kuwait, where
she won silver in the doubles and team events,

Sara attributes her success to the strong encouragement and
support she gets from her family, friends and people in Oman

who want to see her moving from strength to strength
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