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H M ISSUES
ROYAL DECREE
ON STRUCTURE
OF SUPREME
JUDICIAL
COUNCIL

Muscat - His Majesty
Sultan Haitham bin Tarik
issued Royal Decree No
63/2023 on Thursday
adding a member to the
Supreme Judicial Council.
Article 1 adds the
Secretary-General of the
Supreme Judicial Council
to the Supreme Judicial
Council's structure
stipulated in Article 1 of
Annex 1on the Supreme
Judicial Council attached
to Royal Decree No
35/2022.

Article 2 cancels all that
contradicts this decree or
contravenes its provisions.
Article 3 states that this
decree will be published in
the Official Gazette and
enforced on its date of
issue.

Aid begins to arrive in
flood-hit Libya

Nicolas de Stael show at
Museum of Modern Art, Paris

‘Oman working to intensify
south-south cooperation’

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The G77+China, a group of de-
veloping and emerging countries
representing 80% of the world's
population, kicked off a summit in
Cuba on Friday with a call to
‘change the rules of the game' of
the global order.

"After all this time that the
north has organised the world ac-
cording to its interests, it is now
up to the south to change the
rules of the game," Cuban Presi-
dent Miguel Diaz-Canel said at
the opening of the summit. He
described the developing coun-
tries as the main victims of a
"multidimensional crisis" in the
world today, from "abusive un-
equal trade" to global warming.

UN chief Antonio Guterres is
among some 30 heads of state
and government from Africa,
Asia and Latin America at the
two-day summit in Havana.

Speaking at the event, H E
Sayyid Badr al Busaidi, Foreign
Minister, welcomed “the high
level engagement of China"” in the

HESAYYID BADR AL BUSAIDI

summit. “China’s relations with
the G77 countries, and its role in
supporting development in many
regions of the world, are both
highly appreciated by the Sul-

tanate of Oman,” he said.

H E Sayyid Badr noted that a
number of developing countries
still face major challenges in their
ability to deal with issues such as

climate change, energy security,
food security, health and educa-
tion, which prevent them from
achieving the UN Sustainable De-
velopment Goals 2030.

“We see the importance of ad-
dressing the concerns of nations
of the global south and working
to intensify south-south cooper-
ation. Meetings such as today's
shed light and contribute to ad-
dressing the multiple crises faced

by developing countries in supply
chain disruptions, debt con-
straints, political issues, as well as
challenges related to climate
change.”

He added that sustainable de-
velopment is a common goal for
all parties, including civil society
organisations and the private
sector. “We would like to stress
the importance of multilateral in-
ternational cooperation and the
need to exert concerted efforts
for the development of strategies
and executive mechanisms to
achieve sustainable develop-
ment. This is the way to enable
our world to close the economic
gap between developed and de-
veloping countries, and achieve
sustainable development for all.”

He said it is vital to facilitate
the transfer of knowledge and
technology, create funding mech-
anisms and stimulate scientific
research and innovation, so that
societies can develop solutions to
address contemporary develop-
ment issues and their pressing
challenges.

See also page

Houthis in Riyadh for talks; US hails Oman’s mediation efforts

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia - In a sign of
thaw in Yemen and Saudi Arabia
relations, Houthi representatives
are in Riyadh for the first time
since the war in Yemen began
nearly a decade ago.

Saudi Arabia invited Yemen's
Houthi delegation to Riyadh to
continue ceasefire talks, the state
news agency SPA reported.

The kingdom wanted to re-
sume its and Oman's efforts to
"reach a permanent and compre-
hensive ceasefirein Yemenand a

Displaced Yemenis receive World
Food Programme aid in the city of
Taiz on September 11

sustainable political solution ac-
ceptable to all Yemeni parties”,
SPA added.

Mohamed Ali al Houthi, head
of the Houthi supreme revolu-
tionary committee, said late
Thursday that talks were contin-
uing between Sanaa and Saudi
Arabia with Omani mediation.

The discussions included
"paying salaries of Yemeni em-
ployees, opening airports and
ports, releasing all prisoners and
detainees, the exit of foreign

forces, and reconstruction lead-
ing to a comprehensive political
solution", he said.

The Houthi Al Masirah TV re-
ported earlier on Thursday that a
delegation left Sanaa and was on
its way to Riyadh to continue the
negotiations.

The trip is the first official visit
by Houthi officials to the kingdom
since the war broke out in Yemen
in 2014, after the Iran-aligned
group ousted a Saudi-backed
government in Sanaa.

In a statement, US National
Security Advisor Jake Sullivan
commended the leadership of
Saudi Arabia for this current ini-
tiative and thanked “the leader-
ship of Oman for its important
role”.

He welcomed the arrival of the
senior Houthi delegation to Riya-
dh. It comes after nearly 18 stra-
ight months of calm that began
after a UN-mediated truce first
went into effect on April 2, 2022.
AFP

Prince Salman
concludes visit
to sultanate

Muscat - Prince Mohammed
bin Salman al Saud, Crown
Prince and Prime Minister of
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
left Oman on Saturday after
a private visit to the sul-
tanate.

He arrived on Monday
night and met His Majesty
Sultan Haitham bin Tarik on
Tuesday.

Oman to host
first Middle East
meet on space
sector in 2024

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Oman will convene the Middle
East Space Conference on Janu-
ary 8, 2024. More than 350
global space experts, including
senior executives from both gov-
ernmental and private sectors,
are set to attend the first meeting
of its kind in the sultanate and
the Middle East.

The event will be organised by
the Ministry of Transport, Com-
munications and Information
Technology in collaboration with
Euroconsult, a Paris-based con-
sulting firm that specialises in the
space and satellite sector. The
conference aims to address key
challenges and opportunities in
the space sector in the Middle
East, including financing, market
trends, satellite communications
and Earth observation.

An exhibition featuring local
and international space technol-
ogy companies will be held
alongside the conference to draw
investments, foster new business
relations and highlight the latest
industry advancements.
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SQU student shines
at global neuro meet

Our Correspondent
Salalah

Rashid Salim Rashid al Shibli
from College of Medicine and
Health Sciences at Sultan Qa-
boos University (SQU) brought
recognition to the sultanate with
his research presented at the
3rd Oman Neurology Confer-
ence held in Salalah on Septem-
ber 2 and 3.

Speaking to Muscat Daily, he
said, “| was awarded the first
place for best scientific poster.
My research, titled 'Manage-
ment of Seizures in Epileptic Pa-
tients Visiting the Emergency
Department at Sultan Qaboos
University Hospital,' began with

the objective of elevating
healthcare standards."
The conference, which

Rashid Salim Rashid al Shibli

hosted over 200 doctors and 30
lecturers from the GCC member
states and beyond, offered Shibli
a platform to present his re-
search. "Guided by consultant
Dr Abdullah al Asmi, | presented
two papers that received signif-
icant acclaim," he informed.
His standout research fo-

cused on the evaluation of 552
epilepsy patients treated from
2014 to 2017. Shibli aimed to
understand the management
and outcome of these patients
when they visited the university
hospital's emergency depart-
ment.

"Our research showed that
the majority of epilepsy patients
didn't necessarily need emer-
gency department visits. This
highlights the pressing need for
guidelines to manage recurrent
seizures, ensuring optimal
usage of vital healthcare facili-
ties."

Shibli's award at the confer-
ence represented more than just
individual recognition. "It re-
flects our collective pursuit to
push the boundaries of medical
knowledge and enhance patient

care," he said.

Drawing from his experience,
Shibli noted the numerous ad-
vantages of such medical con-
ferences. "They go beyond mere
lectures, facilitating exchange of
ideas and presentation of perti-
nent research by seasoned neu-
rology and  neurosurgery
experts."

Emphasising the role of di-
verse participants in medical
conferences, Shibli said, "Active
participation lays a robust foun-
dation for medical research and
refines our approach towards
patient data."

Advising peers to actively en-
gage in research work, Shibli
said, “Our achievements exem-
plify the results of dedication
and the drive to elevate health-
care."

Deal todevelop 3D
printing technology
for GCCreal estate

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Muscat-based venture capital
Ithca Group signed two invest-
ment partnerships with Saudi
firm Forming Future on Thursday
The collaboration focuses on
expanding 3D printing technol-
ogy in the real estate sector and
building automation across the
Gulf and other regional markets.
Othman Maktoum al Mand-
hari, CEO of Innotech, and Sat-
tam Ali, CEO of Forming Future,
signed the first agreement in
which the latter will invest in In-
notech, a subsidiary of Ithca.
The second agreement will
see another Ithca subsidiary
Codeline Company, an affiliate of
Rihal Company, offer advanced
software training services to
Forming Future with the aim of
enhancing expertise exchange
between the two parties.
The partnership was signed by

Innotech’s Ali and Sultan al Anazi,
CEO of Codeline Saudi Arabia.

This agreement underlines a
strategic intent to foster local tal-
ent in computer programming,
benefitting both nations. The col-
laboration promises to accelerate
growth in emerging companies,
potentially sparking job creation.

Emphasising Ithca's dedication
to bolstering Omani enterprises in
broader markets, Mandhari said,
"Our strategy involves drawing in-
vestments from beyond Oman
with the aim of heightening the
technical prowess of Omani ven-
tures in new markets."

He reiterated that such ven-
tures boost the Omani technol-
ogy sector's contribution to the
nation's GDP.

Based in Riyadh, Forming Fu-
ture specialises in research, deve-
lopment and community empo-
werment in innovation and entre-
preneurship. It is particularly inv-
ested in emerging technology en-

Bids invited for Wusta fisheries port

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Agriculture, Fish-
eries and Water Resources
(MAFWR) has announced a ten-
der for establishment of a fishing
port in Mahut, Al Wusta.

With the aim of bolstering the
economy and enhancing national
income, the ministry is inviting
bids from both local and interna-
tional firms specialising in port
development, management and
operations. Bids will be accepted
until October 23.

The port is envisioned to serve
multiple sectors, including trade
and tourism, alongside its pri-
mary focus on fisheries.

According to an MAFWR offi-
cial, spread over 688,177sgm, the
port will host a range of facilities,
including a 3,020m breakwater,
a 4m deep quay, a fish market,
boat repair workshops, two ice-
making units, a fuel station and a
prayer hall. “For the fishing com-
munity, there will be a 68m sta-
tionary berth, a 140m mooring
zone and three 90m floating
berths."

Additionally, there will be a
fixed berth measuring 120m for
the Coast Guard to support secu-
rity and maritime operations.

Also, 1,200,000sgm of land
will be reclaimed and an area of
1,700sgm will be dedicated to
tourism activities.

"We envision a space that at-
tracts investments, offers em-
ployment to Omani fishermen
and boosts the national econ-
omy," the official emphasised.

Al Wusta is home to 5,134
fishermen, 2,287 fishing boats
and 124 artisanal fishing vessels.

TENDER
NOTICE

The Internal Tender Committee of Emdad Logistics Company SAOC,, hereby
announces the following Tender:

Azzan Qa|s'al Kindi, Chalrmal"l of tities, especially those relate'd to Tender No. Description Last Date of | Date of Bid | Suppliers | Tender Fee Place of
Board of Directors of Codeline, the Fourth Industrial Revolution. receiving Submission OMR Submission
Specifications (Inclusive of
VAT 5%)
. Provision of Civilian Only

OIIlaIl, Chlna Air Medevac, General Specialized | 2 500- OMR Emdad
° k ITC/E/006/2023 Aviation Support and 27th Sept 18th Oct Companies ! Non Logistics
lIl paCt OIl Range Clearance at 2023 2023 (Local & Refundabl Company,

Land Regional International) elundable | 3rd floor
food safety Hub Oman

standards

Beijing, China - Oman and China
inked a cooperation protocol in
Beijing on Friday on safety stan-
dards for food imports and ex-
ports between the two nations.

Central to this agreement is an
assurance of safety and quality of
Omani fish products destined for
the Chinese market in line with
China's prevailing health stan-
dards.

The agreement not only con-

Taking into consideration the following:

All specialized companies that wish to participate in the tender must deposit the tender amount
into the bank account of the Company (details of the bank account are set out hereunder) and
submit the original payment receipt of the tender along with a copy of the Commercial
Registration Certificate and the contact details of the authorized individual (business card) to
the address presented below:

From 07:00 - 15:30 (Sunday — Thursday).

Payment Information:
Bank Transfer:

Account Name
Account Number

Emdad Logistics Co SAOC
018020025780

solidates Oman's standing as a Bank Name Sohar International Bank SAOG
trusted global supplier of top- Branch Al Khoudh Branch
quality fish products but also ex- Bank ID Code BSHROMRUXXX

tends its market reach. Among its
global clientele are countries such
as the USA, Russia, Brazil, Euro-
pean Union member states, Thai-
land, Vietnam and Japan.

The agreement underscores
Oman's dedication to bolstering
food security, viewed as a cata-
lyst for its economic growth. It
seeks to broaden export avenues
and simultaneously uphold the
food safety and quality of Omani
exports.

The  protocol reiterates
Oman's unwavering commit-
ment to global standards, ensur-
ing products meet stringent
international criteria. Addition-
ally, the partnership is poised to
fortify economic ties and usher in
new avenues for trade, particu-
larly in the realm of food security.

Complete Tender documents should be submitted in sealed envelope with red wax with tender
number and title and addressed to the “Chairman of Internal Tender Committee”. The envelope
should not make any reference to the bidder details.

All applicants are required to submit the Tender in the Tender box in the main office of Port of
Dugm Company at or before 02:00 PM on the assigned date for submission of the Tender.
Tenders submitted after the above-mentioned date and time shall not be considered.

® The company is not obliged to accept the lowest offer or any other offer without any
justifiable reasons.

® The company reserve the right to issue the order either in part or full for the quoted items
without any justifiable reasons.

® The company reserve the right to reject the tenders not complying with the tender
documentation requirement. For any clarification, please contact us through
procurement@portofdugm.om

Emdad Logistics Company S.A.O.C.

PO Box: 2409, PC: 111, Sultanate of Oman,
Almashreq Building, 18 November Street, N. Azaiba
T: +968 25468666




04 | MUSCAT DAILY | SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17,2023

Call for tougher measures to prevent

illegal selling of fish on Muscat streets

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Despite the government's con-
tinuous efforts to curb street
vending activities in Muscat and
beyond, the capital city is wit-
nessing illegal selling of fish
every day.

Muscat Daily took a tour
around busy market places in
three areas, and found out that
the bylanes and small thor-
oughfares in Ghala industrial
area, Mabela industrial area,
and North Al Hail buzzing with
activities as soon as pick-up
trucks arrive with fish in the
evening.

Sale of fish is conducted on
these streets every evening.

Local residents are not quite

happy with such ‘illegal activi-
ties' in their neighbourhoods.
Some of them called for tougher
measures to prevent illegal sell-
ing of fish on streets.

Speaking to Muscat Daily,
Hamoud al Hadrami, a resident
of Seeb, said, “"Unfortunately,
this negative phenomenon has
spread to Seeb as well. It is

causing a lot of problems such
as traffic congestion, random
gathering and bad smell.”

He explained that selling of
fish on streets can be hazardous

HAMOUD AL HADRAMI

to environment and health as
vendors throw fish waste on the
streets.

“We call on the responsible
authorities to take strict deci-

sions to reduce this practice,
which employs expatriate work-
ers who do not hold legal resi-
dence cards,” said Hadrami.

According to Naser al Saeed,,
a taxi driver, vendors in Ghala
industrial area are seen in the
evening as “many of the expattri-
ate workers in these areas need
to buy fish after finishing their
work at night".

He felt that the authorities
should provide a lasting solution
to this phenomenon.

Sultan Saif, a resident of Ma-
bela, said that street vendors are
regularly seen in the fifth indus-
trial area of Mabela.

“The responsible authorities
regularly conduct campaigns to
restrict such practices and | ad-
vise people to buy fish from of-

ficial markets and malls to help
the authorites to curb this phe-
nomenon.”

“l also think providing mobile
carts equipped with refrigera-
tors to sell fish in those indus-
trial areas and other places will
help reduce random selling and
provide job opportunities for cit-
izens,” said Sultan.

The Ministry of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Water Resources
(MAFWR) issued a decision No
312/2014, notifying that it
would be illegal to sell fish out-
side markets and ports specified
by the ministry.

‘Selling fish on the streets can
be hazardous to the environ-
ment and human health as ven-
dors throw fish waste on the
streets,’ the ministry stated.

UK trade minister sheds
light on opportunities
under free trade pact

Muscat - Nigel Huddleston, Min-
ister of State at the Department
of Business and Trade in the
United Kingdom (UK) visited
Salalah on Thursday and met
with a number of officials at the
port and the Free Zone of Salalah
- the affiliates of the Asyad
Group.

The UK minister underlined
prospective investment opportu-
nities and business incentives for
Oman and the GCC states that
can result from the free trade
agreement between the GCC
and the UK.

Huddleston also underscored
the importance of utilising the
free trade agreement, especially
in light of sectors that set Oman
apart in logistics, technology,
financial services and other eco-
nomic sectors.

He also highlighted the agree-
ment'’s role in promoting trade
growth between the two coun-
tries through investment oppor-
tunities for the UK companies in
Oman due to its strategic loca-

tion and being a central logistic
hub of international maritime
trade.

Huddleston also shed light on
the agreement’s role in boosting
Oman's and the UK's participa-
tion in the production and distri-
bution of green energy to global
markets.

“Salalah will become a hub for
green hydrogen projects,” he
added.

Dhofar to get new medical college;
pact signed for students’ training

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Health and Dho-
far University on Thursday en-
tered into a partnership to
facilitate training for the College
of Medicine students at the Sul-
tan Qaboos Hospital in Salalah
and Nizwa Hospital.

The agreement was for-
malised by H E Dr Hilal Ali al
Sabti, Minister of Health, and
Yousuf Alawi Abdullah al
Ibrahim, Vice President of Dhofar
University's Board of Trustees.

This move is significant as the
upcoming College of Medicine
will be the pioneering institution
of its kind in the Dhofar gover-
norate, with a core mission to en-
hance national health
competencies.

The collaboration is geared
towards equipping medical stu-
dents with both theoretical and
practical insights, aligning with
the ministry's broader vision of

bolstering human resource ca-
pacities in the health sector.
The agreement’s objectives
include licensing medical faculty,
ensuring a conducive training en-
vironment, streamlining a rigor-
ous training regimen in
compliance with set guidelines,
and involving students in quality-
boosting health service research.
Yousuf Alawi said that the

new Sultan Qaboos Hospital in
Salalah will require more skilled
health professionals. He envi-
sions the College of Medicine as
a primary source of such expert-
ise for Dhofar governorate's
healthcare landscape.

In the same vein, Dr Siham al
Sinani, vice president of Profes-
sional Competence Affairs at the
Oman Medical Specialty Board,

DR SIHAM AL SINANI

lauded the college's contribution
to the nation's medical education
fabric. She asserted that affiliat-
ing Dhofar's College of Medicine
with Sultan Qaboos University
augments the credibility of the
graduates produced from that in-
stitute. The board also expressed
its eagerness to assist in the stu-
dents' future  qualification
processes.

Dr Hani al Qadhi, from the
Sultan Qaboos University Hospi-
tal, recognised the agreement as
a milestone for Oman's health
and academic sectors.

He underscored the pressing
need for a medical college in the
Dhofar region, which would sig-
nificantly benefit the local popu-
lace and the nation at large.

Highlighting a shared mission,
the Ministry of Health (MoH) ac-
knowledged the vital role of aca-

demic entities in uplifting
healthcare standards across
Oman.

As a testament to this syn-
ergy, Sultan Qaboos University
and Dhofar University have also
inked a cooperation agreement.

This collaboration encom-
passes academic, training,
foundational planning, curricu-
lum development, educational
methods, and evaluation proce-
dures, all aimed at ensuring the
success of Dhofar's College of
Medicine.

VAISHALI HAMLAI

The columnist is a certified MBTI| coach and a best-selling author,
who delves into the complexities of the mind and soul to
guide and interpret social behaviour

o, we have witnessed history

being made, the Chandrayaan 3

landing successfully on the

Moon'’s south surface. ‘To the
Moon and back’ would now be an easy
claim to make, wouldn't be? The roadside
Romeo's will have to be innovative with
making some taller, unachievable, larger
than life claims now. They can't rely on ‘to
the Moon and back’ since that is some-
thing we have seen with our own eyes. The
girlfriends wouldn't flinch when being
called chaand or they wouldn't be moved
with romantic gestures of singing the Sav-
age Garden song, Love you to the Moon and
back. All you Casanovas or hopelessly
romantic guys out there, look out for your
next statement to achieve the unachiev-
able.

Well in that context they have proven
that nothing in unachievable. Everything is
achievable with a little patience and whole
hoard of dedication, and focus.

However, that did make a mighty state-
ment back then, ‘to the Moon and back’,
but the bad news for you lover boys is, that
it is taken. On the other hand, what is this
incessant need to woo a person you love,

with such fairy-tale claims. Is it because its
poetic, romantic, never seen or heard or is
it purely the need to procreate an un-
achievable goal and hence the partner
would not see them as unfit to keep up to
their words. Now | know I'm being too
harsh out here, but do | see the need to be
harsh to these false promises made just to
woo the person you like.

But let's not be a pessimist here, my
new motto in life is to look at things in a
brighter light, maybe even a neon light,
which could blur your vision immediately
if you are above the age of 40, but besides
that point. Well, the optimistic reason
being that we like to create a wonderland,
a place in our head, in our make-believe
world to make something far, closer to us.
To visualise a world full of love and making
unachievable goals be achievable. And
when we live in that little head of our, life
seems prettier than the harsh realities of
today's age. In our imaginary world within

the head, we have the blatant reality kept
aside neatly pleated on a table; and fan-
tasy takes the front seat in the play. Dis-
claimer, | love my inner world, its far more
glamorous and colourful.

Is that so, when we fall in love first, it's
exciting, rosy and invigorating, but as
times passes somewhere the magic dies?
Do we stop fantasising about our glam-
ourous inner world and only look at our life
as mundane and colourless. Does a visu-
alisation of ‘to the Moon and back’ start
looking like a dream that won't come true?

But you know what, when the Chan-
drayaan went to the Moon and did what
was unattainable, it made us believe that
our unachievable goals, can also be at-
tained. It thrusted the power of belief, the
power of hope, the power of hard work,
the power of consistency, the power of
faith and the power of intelligence. It made
us believe that, if we strive harder, hangin
longer, and make a fraction of use of our
grey matter, then nothing is impossible,
and after all we could achieve that poetic
version of a romance novel.

It makes us believe that we can achieve
any aspiring dreams, if only we go for it!

The views and opinions expressed in this column are solely those of the author and do not
necessarily represent those of Muscat Daily or Apex Press & Publishing

Oman sees growth
in date production;
honey yield declines

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Oman's production of dates
went up by 2,734 tonnes in
2022, while honey production
declined by 414,140kg over the
previous year.

Data from the National Cen-
ter for Statistics and Information
revealed that date production
increased to 377,066 tonnes -
up by 2,734 tonnes in 2022 -
compared to 374,332 tonnes in
2021.

The lead in date production
was taken by Dakhiliyah gover-
norate, producing 90,200
tonnes. This was followed by
North Batinah with 57,923
tonnes and South Batinah with
54,715 tonnes.

Other notable contributors in-
clude North Shargiyah (52,586
tonnes), Dhahirah (46,204
tonnes), and South Shargiyah
(30,237 tonnes). Buraimi and
Muscat governorates produced
19,257 and 12,832 tonnes re-
spectively, while Dhofar, Musan-
dam and Al Wusta governorates
had smaller yields, the latter pro-
ducing just 132 tonnes.

In honey production, the gov-
ernorates of North and South
Shargiyah were at the forefront,
producing 147,088kg of honey.
They were closely followed by
North and South Batinah with
131,269kg and Dakhiliyah with
126,470kg. Together, these
governorates accounted for
75.8% of Oman'’s total honey
production.

Mol declares
more than 900
vacanciesin
govt sector

Muscat - The Ministry of
Labour (MoL) on Thursday an-
nounced the availability of 909
job opportunities in various
government units, the registra-
tion for which will be open for
two weeks from the day of an-
nouncement.

These job openings are for
various academic levels- start-
ing from the doctorate degrees
to below general diplomas.

Of these vacancies, 871 are
for those with a bachelor’s de-
gree or higher, 13 for those with
a post-general education
diploma, and 25 for those with
a general education diploma or
lower. This is fifth announce-
ment of the ministry in a series
of job announcements for ad-
ministrative units this year, as
part of a well-planned strategy
to meet the need of various
government units.
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Cl affirms Oman ratings;

outlook remains positive

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Capital Intelligence Ratings (CI)
announced on Friday that it has
affirmed Oman's long-term for-
eign currency rating and long-
term local currency rating at 'BB'.
The sovereign's short-term for-
eign currency rating and short-
term local currency rating have
been affirmed at 'B".

The outlook for the sultanate's
sovereign ratings remains 'posi-
tive', Cl Ratings said in a state-
ment.

'The affirmation of the ratings
and outlook reflects the signifi-
cant decline in gross central gov-
ernment debt and Cl's
expectation that fiscal and exter-
nal balances will remain in sur-
plus over the forecast period,
with government and external
debt returning to low levels in net
terms,' Cl said.

'"The improvement in Oman's
public and external finances re-
mains  supported by still
favourable oil prices and more
prudent fiscal and debt manage-
ment policies, including the utili-
sation of recent hydrocarbon
windfalls to repay, prepay, and
buy back expensive external
debt.’

The ratings are also supported
by Oman'’s relatively sound bank-
ing system and Cl's expectation
that financial support for the sov-
ereign would be forthcoming
from other GCC countries in the
event of need, Cl added.

The rating agency, however,
said that Oman's ratings are con-
strained by the limited diversifi-
cation of the economy and
significant structural budgetary

CIRATINGS

weaknesses (including the vul-
nerability of revenues to volatile
oil prices and relatively high ex-
penditure rigidities).

The positive outlook, as per
Cl, indicates that the sultanate's
ratings are likely to be upgraded
in the next 12 months.

'The outlook reflects ongoing
efforts to reduce central govern-

ment debt to a safe threshold of
30% of GDP, as well as our as-
sumption that the government
will pursue moderate fiscal re-
forms to keep the budget in sur-
plus,' the rating agency said.
Clacknowledged that Oman's
central government budget posi-
tion improved significantly in
2022, posting a surplus of 7.5%

of GDP compared to a deficit of
2.8% in 2021.

It said, 'Central government
debt declined to 38.6% of GDP
in the first half of 2023, from
40% at the end of 2022. This de-
cline is due to the repayment of
debt to the tune of 3.6% of GDP
(of which 73.3% was external
debt denominated in foreign cur-
rency).'

Cl projects Oman's central
government debt to decline to
37.2% of GDP by the end of
2023. It said that the decrease in
external government debt has
helped to improve the debt
structure and alleviate some of
the pressure on the interest bill
arising from tighter local and in-
ternational monetary policies.

According to Cl, the Omani
government's interest expense

declined to 6.4% of total rev-
enues in 2022, compared to
9.4% a year earlier, and is ex-
pected to remain at an estimated
7% over the next two years.

Moving forward, Cl's baseline
scenario assumes that oil prices
will remain high throughout
2023-2025, averaging $72 per
barrel - exceeding Oman's bud-
geted average fiscal breakeven
oil price of $67 per barrel.

'We expect the central gov-
ernment budget surplus to aver-
age 1.4% of GDP during this
period, and central government
debt to decline further to 35.9%
by the end of 2024, Cl added.

Economic growth
remains 'robust’
Oman's economic growth re-
mains robust, supported by high
hydrocarbon production, accord-
ing to Cl Ratings.

The rating agency said that
the sultanate's real GDP is ex-
pected to have expanded by
around 4.7% in the first quarter
of 2023 and is projected to in-
crease by an average of 3.3% in
the 2023-2025 period.

'‘Oman’s current growth out-
look benefits from external de-
mand for crude and condensate
oil and key manufacturing goods
(e.g., plastics, chemicals, base
metals). Domestic demand is ex-
pected to continue to recover in
2024, in tandem with a decline in
inflationary pressures and stabi-
lizing interest rates,' Cl stated.

'The relatively sound financial
condition of the Omani banking
sector benefits from good capital
buffers and the current moderate
stock of non-performing loans,’
the rating agency added.

Maha granted
extension for
Block 70 deal

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Swedish energy firm Maha En-
ergy on Friday announced that it
has been granted by Oman's
Ministry of Energy and Minerals
an extension of the initial phase
of the exploration and produc-
tion sharing agreement (EPSA)
for the onshore Block 70.

After the extension, the initial
phase of the EPSA runs until De-
cember 31, 2023, Maha Energy
said in a statement.

Maha Energy commenced in
March 2023 a production test on
Block 70. Driven by its commit-
ment to effectively conclude the
production testing, the company
requested to the Ministry of En-
ergy and Minerals in July 2023
for an extension of the initial
phase of the exploration and pro-
duction sharing agreement.

'During the extended initial
phase, Maha Energy intends to
implement activities and tests
necessary to support any deci-
sion regarding a second phase of
the EPSA, a possible declaration
of commerciality of Block 70 or
relinquishment,' the company

noted in its statement.

Maha Energy is the operator
of Block 70 with a 65% working
interest, with Mafraq Energy
holding the remaining 35%.

During the extended initial
phase, Maha Energy intends to
implement activities necessary
to support any decision regard-
ing Block 70’'s declaration of
commerciality, such as: (i) run-
ning detailed simulations of the
long-term behaviour of the
reservoir and wells at Block 70;
(ii) restarting the cold production
of wells and troubleshooting for
the maximum possible sustained
rates contingent on reaching
specifications; and (iii) preparing
a detailed plan for enhanced oil
recovery (EOR) such as steam,
waterflooding, or other produc-
tion enhancement methods to be
performed during a possible sec-
ond stage of the extended initial
phase.

Block 70 is an onshore block
that includes the shallow unde-
veloped Mafraq heavy oil field.
The block is located in the middle
of the prolific oil producing
Ghaba Salt Basin in the central
part of Oman.

ECB hikes interest rates
again, maybe for last time

Frankfurt, Germany - The Euro-
pean Central Bank hiked a key in-
terest rate to a record high
Thursday as it battles stubbornly
high inflation but indicated that
its historic hiking cycle may be at
an end.

Policymakers raised borrow-
ing costs by another quarter
point, taking the closely-watched
deposit rate to 4.00% - its high-
est level since the introduction of
the euroin 1999.

It marked the 10th straight in-
crease since the central bank
launched the most aggressive
hiking cycle in its history in July
last year after energy and food
costs surged following Russia's
invasion of Ukraine.

The bank pushed ahead with
another hike despite growing
signs of a rapidly deteriorating
economic outlook in the 20
countries that use the euro.

But, while the ECB reiterated
inflation was still "expected to re-
main too high for too long", it
also said borrowing costs had
reached levels that would help
bring price rises back to the two-
percent target in a timely man-
ner.

Speaking after the rate deci-
sion was announced, ECB presi-
dent Christine Lagarde stressed
that rates had now reached lev-
els that would make a "substan-
tial contribution" to taming
fast-rising prices.

She held back from making a
firm commitment to no more in-
creases, insisting that officials
"can't say" yet that rates had
peaked and future decisions
would depend on incoming data.

ECB President Christine Lagarde

Policymakers divided
But analysts nevertheless be-
lieved the language indicated the
current run of interest rate in-
creases was ending.

"The ECB's communication is
clear: today was the last hike in
the current cycle," said ING
economist Carsten Brzeski.

Berenberg Bank economist
Holger Schmieding agreed it was
the final increase for now, and
that the central bank had "sig-
nalled that it expects to be on
hold from now onwards for a sig-
nificant period of time".

Observers had been divided
ahead of the meeting about

whether the ECB would pause or
hike, and Lagarde conceded
some on the 26-member gov-
erning council had wanted to
stay their hand.

But she insisted a "solid ma-
jority" ultimately backed a hike
and the discussion was neither
"antagonistic" nor "adversarial".

Highlighting the continued
difficulties in bringing consumer
prices under control, the ECB
raised its forecast for inflation
this year and next. They lowered
it slightly for 2025 to 2.1%, close
to the ECB target.

But it also slashed its fore-
casts for eurozone growth over
the next three years, and Lagarde
acknowledged the picture was
worsening.

"The economy is likely to re-
main subdued in the coming
months," she said. "The risks to
economic growth are tilted to the
downside."

Recent data showed second-
quarter growth reached just
0.1%, lower than previously esti-
mated, and the EU on Monday
also slashed its 2023 and 2024
GDP forecasts for the single cur-
rency area - pointing in particular
to weakness in Germany.

Europe's top economy is
struggling to get back on its feet
after sliding into recession
around the turn of the year, hit by
an industrial slowdown, high en-
ergy costs, and slowing exports
to key partners such as China.

The weak data had fuelled
calls for the ECB to pause it's hik-
ing cycle for fear it could deepen
a downturn.

AFP

US auto workers and companies
face off on day two of strike

Wayne, US - Workers and man-
agement from the iconic "Big
Three" auto giants were to face
off at the negotiating table Satur-
day on the second day of a strike
threatening to disrupt the econ-
omy and rock the 2024 presi-
dential election campaign.

After a failed last-minute push
by General Motors, Ford and
Stellantis to produce an agree-
ment before the deadline late
Thursday, United Automobile
Workers members walked out
Friday.

They appeared determined to
stick with the action, even as
Ford quickly announced that rip-
ple effects from the walkouts
meant temporary layoffs of 600
jobs.

UAW President Shawn Fain
said late Friday that it wasn't true
"negotiations  have  broken
down." However, he added that
"our members and allies are
standing strong at the picket

lines. Anyone who wants to
stand with us can grab a sign and
hold the line."

"Tomorrow, we expect to be
at the bargaining table," he said.
"All three companies have re-
ceived a comprehensive coun-
teroffer from our union, and we
await their response."

Only about 12,700 of the
150,000 workers represented by
the UAW are on strike. However,
the decision by the rival compa-

nies' employees to act in unison
sent a powerful message in their
battle for pay increases of 40%.

The upheaval in the crucial
sector, involving brands like Jeep,
threatens the US economy in a
period of strong growth and in-
flationary pressure.President Joe
Biden, who is seeking reelection
next year, gave his backing to the
strikers, saying he understood
their "frustration."

Speaking on live TV from the

White House, Biden said workers
had not been able to benefit from
enormous corporate profits,
which exceeded $20bn for the
three giants in just the first half of
2023.

"The companies have made
some significant offers but | be-
lieve they should go further to
ensure that record corporate
profits mean record contracts for
the UAW," the Democrat said.
AFP

EU fines TikTok €345mn over child data

London, UK - A European Union
regulator fined Chinese-owned
social media platform TikTok
345mn euros over child data
breaches on Friday.

Ireland's Data
Commission said in a statement
that it has handed down the "ad-
ministrative fine", which is equiv-
alent to $369mn, over the
breaches it uncovered in a two-
year inquiry.

The watchdog gave TikTok
three months "to bring its pro-

Protection

cessing into compliance" with its
rules.

EU member Ireland's DPC
plays a key role in policing the
bloc's strict General Data Protec-
tion Regulations (GDPR).

The watchdog in September
2021 began examining TikTok's
compliance with GDPR in rela-
tion to platform settings and per-
sonal data processing for users
aged under 18.

It also looked at TikTok's age
verification measures for per-
sons under 13 and found no in-
fringement, but found the
platform did not properly assess
the risks to younger people reg-
istering on the service.

The DPC highlighted Friday in
its ruling how children signing up
had TikTok accounts set to pub-
lic by default, meaning anyone
could view or comment on their
content.

AFP
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Badr SOI Fertility Centre to showcase
cutting-edge treatments at health meet

The Sultanate of Oman is
buzzing with excitement as the
highly anticipated Oman Health
Exhibition and Conference
(OHEC) is set to take place from
September 18 to 20.

This three-day healthcare ex-
travaganza, hosted at Oman
Convention and Exhibition Cen-
tre (OCEC), is poised to become
a pivotal event in the healthcare
calendar. The exhibition will
open its doors at 9.00am and
will close at 8.00pm daily, while
the conference will follow a
meticulously crafted agenda,
running from 9.00am to 4.15pm.

OHEC is gearing up to wel-
come distinguished officials from
various ministries, top-level del-
egates, and industry leaders.
Featuring international exhibitors
from over 16 countries, including
the Czech Republic, Iran, India,
Oman, Poland, India, Thailand,
Turkey, and the UAE, this event
promises to be a global health-
care spectacle.

Over 5000 visitors are ex-
pected to converge over the

three days to exchange knowl-
edge and insights. The spotlight

at OHEC will shine on health-
care, medical tourism, hospital

infrastructure, and medical tech-
nology - all critical elements pro-

pelling sustainable progress in
the sector.

At OHEC, the Badr SOI Fertil-
ity Centre from Badr Al Samaa
Medical Centre, Mabela will
proudly showcase its advanced
facilities, including high-end ge-
netic diagnostic tests for em-
bryos. These tests, such as
Preimplantation Genetic Screen-
ing (PGS) and Preimplantation
Genetic Diagnosis (PGD), are
designed to eliminate genetic
anomalies and inherited dis-
eases, including Down syndrome
and other chromosomal disor-
ders in the fetus.

Visitors to OHEC will have the
privilege of a free IVF consulta-
tion with Dr Gauri Agarwal, a dis-
tinguished specialist IVF &
gynecologist expert at Badr SOI
IVF & Fertility Centre with 12
years of experience in success-
fully treating thousands of infer-
tile couples. Dr Agarwal will
share her extensive knowledge
and expertise in the field.

Dr Agarwal - as a key note
presenter in the conference - will
share her views on contempo-
rary approach to In-Vitro Fertil-

ization (IVF).

Badr SOI IVF and Fertility Cen-
tre located at Badr Al Samaa
Medical Centre in Mabella, is al-
ways at the forefront, offering a
comprehensive range of services.
This includes In vitro Fertilization
(IVF), Intracytoplasmic Sperm
Injection  (ICSI), Blastocyst
Transfer, Intrauterine Insemina-
tion (IUI), Oocyte Freezing, PRP
& Ovarian Rejuvenation, and fa-
cilities for reproductive genetics
sample collection.

Aligned with Oman Vision
2040, which places a high prior-
ity on the health and productivity
of the nationals and expats of
Oman through a well-organised,
equitable, efficient, and respon-
sive health system rooted in so-
cietal values of equity and social
justice, the presence of the Badr
SOl IVF & Fertility Centre at
OHEC holds paramount impor-
tance. It will enrich participants'
medical knowledge and intro-
duce them to the latest scientific
and technological developments
in the field of infertility.

Bank Muscat's KYC can
now be updated online

In line with its customer-centric
vision ‘To serve you better,
everyday’ and to meet cus-
tomers' expectations for seam-
less experience, Bank Muscat,
the leading financial services
provider in the sultanate, has re-
cently launched a new service
through its Internet and Mobile
banking channels.

‘Customers can now update
their Know Your Customer
(KYC) details without having to
visit the branches,’ the bank
stated.

KYC is the process of verifying
and maintaining the identity, in-
formation and documents of the
customers, at all times to serve
them better. The addition aims
to ease the process for cus-
tomers to update their details on
time to avoid any delays in their
transactions.

The new service further ex-
pands the list of options available
to customers through the bank's
various digital channels and en-
hances banking convenience
leading to reduce waiting times
when visiting branches.

The new feature enables cus-
tomers to update their KYC de-
tails online by logging in to their
Mobile or Internet Banking ac-
count and navigating through the
app via < Requests / Customer
Services < KYC < Update KYC
and follow the on-screen instruc-
tions. After uploading the re-
quired documents, the details
are instantly updated in the bank
records and customers will re-
ceive a confirmation SMS and
email notification. Customers
can also update their civil or res-
ident ID details and passport de-
tails through this service.

Hongqgi unveils sizzling summer

offers on premium models

Honggqi, the epitome of Chinese
luxury automotive engineering, is
thrilled to announce its Summer
Campaign featuring an array of
irresistible offers on four of its
most sought-after models: The
H9, Honggi Ousado, Honggqi
HS5, and Hongqi H5.

This summer, every Honggi
vehicle comes with a suite of
benefits including free insurance,
free registration, seven free serv-
ices, seven years unlimited kilo-
metres warranty, an RO100 fuel
card and seven years roadside
assistance.

‘In a special gesture to the ed-
ucators shaping our future,
Honggqi is extending additional
benefits exclusively for teachers,’
the company stated.

As a luxury vehicle brand,
Hongqi redefines opulence with
top-notch features, the latest
technology, and an unwavering
focus on safety. The Honggi H5
is an executive sedan with sporti-
ness ingrained, perfect configu-
ration, and performance to
match. It features a stylish sil-
houette with the ‘Wing of
Hongqi' greeting light, a nature-

inspiring panoramic sunroof, and
luxurious interiors.

The Honggi HS5 greets driv-
ers with unique Red Flag wings
and features the Honggi family's
classic waterfall intake grille.
This model is aesthetic and lux-
urious, equipped with advanced
interconnection  technology.
Safety is a priority, with the abil-
ity to judge collisions within the
speed of 75km per hour. The
driving experience is enhanced
by five driving modes, aviation-
class headrests, and real-time
active indoor air cleaning.

The Hongqi H9 is a stunning
sedan with a steel cage-style
chassis, capable of tackling
tough terrain. It features an im-
posing straight fall grille and
plush interiors, including an intel-
ligent, oriental artistic cabin with
one-touch zero-gravity seats.
The H9 also offers a pioneering
L2.5 Autonomous driving func-
tion and a 2.0L turbocharged Di-
rect Injection engine, enhanced
by a 48V Recovery System for
powerful performance.

While the Honggi Ousado is a
luxury sedan that combines per-

formance and elegance. It fea-
tures a powerful engine, ad-
vanced safety systems, and a
spacious, luxurious interior. With
cutting-edge technologies, it of-
fers a safe and comfortable driv-
ing experience.

The one-of-a-kind panoramic
sunroof measures
1010x890mm, providing an un-
believably wide view. The Ou-
sado also boasts a stylish design,
with a classic waterfall intake
grille. It's an ideal choice for
those seeking a blend of luxury
and performance.

Mohsin Hani al Bahrani, CEO
of MHD ACERE, said, “As the
sole distributor of Honggi in
Oman, MHD ACERE is thrilled to
offer these special promotions.
We believe that the combination
of cutting-edge technology,
safety features, and luxurious de-
sign makes Hongqi the perfect
choice for discerning customers
in Oman.

“"These special offers on
Honggi models are our way of
saying thank you for the contin-
ued support and trust in MHD
ACERE and the Honggi brand.”

ISWK (Cambridge Curriculum) displays spectacular show at WSC in Bangkok

A six-member delegation from
the Indian School Al Wadi Al
Kabir came back from Bangkok,
after registering an impressive
performance at the prestigious
World Scholar's Cup (WSC)
Global Round 2023 in Thailand's
capital.

Their exceptional perform-
ance has not only made the
school proud but has also gar-
nered international acclaim.

Competing against 700
teams from around the world,
ISWK (Cambridge Curriculum)
secured an impressive 13th place
at the WSC Bangkok Global
Round, the school informed.

This remarkable feat was pos-
sible due to the collective efforts
of the young scholars, who dis-
played unparalleled dedication,
perseverance and talent
throughout the week-long com-
petition.

The team, Oman'’s sole repre-
sentative at the global event, re-
turned home with a remarkable
tally of 37 Gold and Silver

medals, along with the presti-
gious International Recognition
Trophy. The WSC competition
spanned six subjects, including
Science and Technology, History,
Art, Literature, Music, and Spe-
cial Area.

ISWK' (Cambridge Curricu-

lum) delegates participated in
both the Junior and Senior divi-
sions, showcasing their academic
prowess in various domains.
Among the standout perform-
ers, Krish Kamath shone brightly
and secured an astounding 10
Gold and 3 Silver medals. His ex-

ceptional performance earned
him the privilege of being chosen
as the Flag Bearer to represent
the Sultanate of Oman at the
event's spectacular closing cere-
mony, where he was also hon-
oured with the Country Topper
Gold Medal.

Samarth Pujari demonstrated
his academic prowess by win-
ning an impressive 8 Gold and 2
Silver medals in the fields of writ-
ing, debate, quiz and overall
team achievement.

Siddarth Shankar with 3 Gold
and 4 Silver medals, not only ex-

celled academically but also had
the honour of serving as a Judge
for the debate showcase - an op-
portunity extended to only 20
selected individuals.

Nikhilesh Itlapuram secured 1
Gold and 3 Silver medals, earn-
ing praise for his overall per-

formance.

In the Junior category, Aariz
Kasmani received recognition
with a Gold and Silver medal
each for his outstanding achieve-
ments in the debate and writing
categories. He was also selected
as a Country Topper and had the
honour of being a Flag Bearer,
representing Oman in the Junior
Category event.

Ziana Ghosh's remarkable
performance earned her the cov-
eted Gold - Asimov Award.

'ISWK (Cambridge Curricu-
lum), a beacon of excellence ex-
tends its hearty congratulations
to all students for their exem-
plary performance and acknowl-
edges the pivotal role played by
the educator and team coordina-
tor Sophia Vincent,’ the school
said in a statement.

The students are now eagerly
preparing to represent the school
at the Tournament of Champi-
ons (TOC) at the prestigious
Yale University, US, from No-
vember 2 to 8 this year.
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Egypt jails
dissident as
pressure
mounts

ahead of vote

Cairo, Egypt - An Egyptian
court has sentenced promi-
nent dissident Hisham
Kassem to six months in
prison, his lawyer and polit-
ical movement said, a move
barring him from taking part
in campaigning for next
year's presidential election.

It comes one day after
Egypt's only candidate
campaigning so far for the
election,  Ahmed al-
Tantawi, revealed his phone
had been bugged by au-
thorities, according to a re-
port by the University of
Toronto's Citizen Lab. A
day earlier, Tantawi had de-
nounced harassment by the
security forces against his
teams and supporters.

Kassem was also
slapped with a 20,000
pound (about US$650) fine
after being found guilty of
defaming a former minister
and ‘contempt of officials’,
Gameela Ismail, a member
of his Free Current liberal
opposition movement,
wrote on X, formerly Twit-
ter. His lawyer Nasser Amin
wrote on Facebook that the
verdict would be appealed
in a court hearing set to take
place on October 7.

Kassem, 64, had begun a
hunger strike, his support-
ers said earlier this month,
after the opening of his trial,
before ending it days ago.

He was initially sum-
moned after a former min-
ister complained he had
shared online articles sug-
gesting the minister had
embezzled funds.

The opposition activist
was later accused of ‘con-
tempt’ by officers during
questioning at a police sta-
tion. He has been in custody
since August 20.

Kassem'’s Free Current
coalition advocates eco-
nomic liberalisation and
calls for an end to the
army's stranglehold on the
Egyptian economy.

London-based Amnesty
International on Thursday
called on Egypt's authorities
to ‘immediately release’
Kassem, saying he had
been ‘arbitrarily detained'.

“The prosecution of
Hisham Kassem for simply
posting critical messages
online is a signal that the
Egyptian authorities' relent-
less campaign to silence
peaceful critics and punish
dissent... is continuing in full
force,” said Philip Luther,
Amnesty’'s research and
advocacy director in the re-
gion. Several opposition fig-
ures, including renowned
activist Ahmed Douma, re-
ceived presidential pardons
in past weeks in what many
analysts saw as a bid to
curry public and interna-
tional favour ahead of next
year's election.

AFP

Iran thwarts family of Amini from
commemorating death anniversary

Paris, France - Iranian authorities
on Saturday prevented the family
of Mahsa Amini from holding a
ceremony to commemorate the
first anniversary of her death,
confining her father to his home
after briefly detaining him, rights
groups said.

Amini, a 22-year-old Iranian
Kurd, died a few days after her
arrest by religious police for al-
legedly violating the strict dress
code for women in force since
shortly after the 1979 Islamic
Revolution. Her family says she
died from a blow to the head but
this is disputed by Iranian au-
thorities. Anger over her death
rapidly expanded into weeks of
taboo-breaking protests which
saw women tearing off their
mandatory headscarves in an
open challenge to the Islamic re-
public's system of government
under supreme leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei.

Mahsa Amimi's father Amjad
Amini was detained while exiting
the family home in the western
town of Sagez and then released
after being warned not to hold a
memorial service at her grave-
side, the Kurdistan Human Rights
Network (KHRN), 1500tasvir
monitor and Norway-based Iran
Human Rights (IHR) said.

He was now not being al-
lowed to leave the family home,
with members of the security
forces stationed outside, the
groups added in separate state-
ments.

“Amijad Amini is under house
arrest... Security forces are pre-
venting him from visiting his
daughter's grave,” said IHR.

A woman browses a phone while standing along a street in Tehran on September 10 (AFpP)

IRAN HUMAN RIGHTS

Official news agency IRNA
described the reports of the ar-
rest as 'false’, saying they were
aimed at ‘inciting the population
to protest'.

Amijad Amini was already
summoned by intelligence offi-

cials last week after his an-
nouncement he planned to hold
a memorial ceremony. One of
Amini's uncles, Safa Aeli, was
detained in Sagez on September
5 and remains in custody.

There was no sign of the cer-

emony taking place at her grave
at the Aichi cemetery in Sagez,
with the rights groups saying se-
curity forces had blocked access
to the site.

‘Chokehold

on dissent’

The protests sparked by Amini's
death lost momentum after sev-
eral months in the face of a
crackdown that saw security
forces kill 551 protesters, accord-
ing to IHR, and arrest more than
22,000, according to Amnesty

International.

Iranian authorities say dozens
of security personnel were also
killed in what they describe as
'riots’ incited by foreign govern-
ments and hostile media.

Seven men have been exe-
cuted after being convicted in
protest-related cases.

Campaigners say the authori-
ties have renewed their crack-
in the runup to the
anniversary, putting pressure on
relatives of those killed in the
protests in a bid to stop them

down

speaking out.

New York-based Human
Rights Watch said family mem-
bers of at least 36 people killed
or executed in the crackdown
had been interrogated, arrested,
prosecuted or sentenced to
prison over the past month.

“Iranian authorities are trying
to impose a chokehold on dissent
to prevent public commemora-
tion of Mahsa Jina Amini's death
in custody,” said HRW's senior
Iran researcher, Tara Sepehri Far.

Kurdish-focused group Hen-
gaw said people in western Iran
were expressing discontent
through a general strike, with
shops shut down in a dozen
towns and cities including Sagez.

Persian-language channels
based outside Iran, including Iran
International, broadcast footage
of residents shouting ‘Death to
the dictator’ and the main protest
slogan of 'Woman, Life, Free-
dom’ from apartment blocks in
Tehran and its satellite city of
Karaj overnight.

In a symbolic move, Iran's
President Ebrahim Raisi met on
Friday with families of security
personnel killed during the
protests while on a visit to the
northeastern city of Mashhad,
state media said.

While some women are still
seen walking in public without
headscarves, particularly in
wealthy, traditionally liberal
areas of north Tehran, the con-
servative-dominated parliament
is currently considering a draft
law that would impose far stiffer
penalties for non-compliance.
AFP

Ethiopia rights body accuses
govt forces of Amhara abuses

Nairobi, Kenya - Ethiopia's
human rights body has accused
federal government forces of
carrying out extra-judicial killings
in the restive region of Amhara
and mass arbitrary detentions.

Fighting erupted in Amharain
early July between the national
army and local militia fighters
known as Fano, after months of
tensions.

The unrest prompted the gov-
ernment of Prime Minister Abiy
Ahmed on August 4 to declare a
six-month state of emergency
which gave the authorities
sweeping powers to arrest peo-
ple, impose curfews and ban
public gatherings.

The Ethiopian Human Rights
Commission (EHRC) said in a
statement late on Friday it had
been told by witnesses, residents
and victims' families of ‘extra-ju-
dicial killings committed by gov-
ernment security forces in
various parts of the region’ which
it described as ‘very concerning'.

The state-backed but inde-
pendent body said ‘many civil-
ians’ had been killed and injured
and property destroyed in the
fighting in cities, towns and some
rural villages across Amhara.

Map of Ethiopia locating Amhara region and the town of Finote Selam

It also said there had been
widespread ‘arbitrary arrests' not
only in Amhara but the neigh-
bouring region of Oromia and the
capital Addis Ababa.

An unknown number of civil-
jans remain in detention, with
those arrested usually accused of
supporting the Amhara militias
and/or hiding weapons, it added.

"EHRC calls for the necessary
investigations to be made and
accountability to be ensured on
those entities that committed
killings and arbitrary arrests on
civilians.”

The UN Rights Office said in
late August that at least 183 peo-
ple had been killed in the Amhara
unrest since July.

The situation is impossible to
verify on the ground, as the fed-
eral authorities restrict access to
the region.

The Amhara clashes revived
worries about the stability of
Africa’s second most populous
country, months after a peace
deal in November 2022 ended a
two-year conflict in the neigh-
bouring region of Tigray.

AFP

European Union pulling away
from Turkey, says Erdogan

Istanbul, Turkey - President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan on Sat-
urday accused the European
Union of pulling away from
Turkey, whose efforts to join
the bloc have stalled amid crit-
icism of Ankara's efforts to ad-
dress democracy and rule of
law concerns.

Erdogan secured a pledge
from Brussels to resurrect the
membership talks first started in
2005 in exchange for lifting its
blockade of Sweden's drive to
join the NATO military alliance in
the wake of Russia's Ukraine in-
vasion. Earlier this month, the
EU's enlargement commissioner
Oliver Varhelyi travelled to
Turkey, saying that while mem-
bership had 'huge potential’, the
bloc needed to see action on
human rights issues before talks
resume.

“The European Union is try-
ing to distance itself from us,”
Erdogan told reporters at Istan-
bul's Ataturk airport before fly-
ing to New York for the UN
General Assembly.

“"We will carry out our own as-
sessment of the situation and we
also could take another direc-
tion,” he said.

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan (AFP)

RECEP TAYYIP ERDOGAN

Erdogan has made mending
torn ties with Western allies a
priority after winning a difficult
election in May following years

of tensions after his government
launched a sweeping crackdown
in the wake a failed coup in July
2016, sparking accusations of
human rights abuses.

During his trip, Varhelyi said
‘there are very clear criteria set
out also by the European Council
that would need to be ad-
dressed'.

“And these criteria are related
to democracy and the rule of law
and, for example, a credible
roadmap for moving forward in
these reforms,” he said.

AFP

Former US President and 2024 Presidential hopeful Donald Trump claps
after speaking at the CWA Summit 2023 in Washington, DC, on Friday (AFp)

Sinner, saviour or both?: Trump woos evangelicals, women

Washington, US - Former US
president Donald Trump courted
evangelical  Christians and
women at two back-to-back
Washington events on Friday -
voting blocks whose loyalties to
him once seemed contradictory
but have now become a well-es-
tablished part of his base.

The legal, moral and sexual
escapades of the scandal-
plagued frontrunner for the 2024
Republican presidential nomina-
tion have earned him indict-

ments, impeachments and public
scorn in many quarters.

But support among his devo-
tees remains strong.

“As a woman | understand
that he can be offensive,” Joan
Horswell, a 76-year-old retired
nurse from Texas, told AFP.

But ‘personally, | like him', she
said at the 'Pray Vote Stand’
summit, put on by the conserva-
tive Christian group Family Re-
search Council.

Something of a rock star

among white evangelical Protes-
tants, 84 per cent of whom voted
for him in 2020, Trump also
holds his own among women,
having won 44 per cent of their
vote in the last election, accord-
ing to the Pew Research Center.

“This election will decide
whether America will be ruled by
Marxist, fascist, communist
tyrants who want to smash the
Judeo-Christian heritage,”
Trump, 77, said at the summit,
‘or whether America will be

saved by God-fearing freedom-
loving patriots like all of the peo-
ple in this room'. “Is he a flawed
individual? Sure. But most Chris-
tians will say, we are all sinners.
Jesus is not on the ballot,” said
William Wan, a 60-year-old
Catholic engineer from Winter
Garden, Florida who attended
the summit. Still, Trump may
strike many as offensive.

He was found liable in a civil
trial in May for sexually abusing
writer E Jean Carrollin1996. He's

also set to go on trial for allegedly
paying election-eve hush money
to a porn star. And he was heard
boasting of groping women
when the infamous ‘Access Hol-
lywood' tape was published.

But lots of conservative evan-
gelicals believe he ‘is the perfect
man for the job precisely be-
cause he does not reflect Chris-
tian values’, Kristin Du Mez, a
history professor at Calvin Uni-
versity, told AFP.

AFP



08 MUSCAT DAILY

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2023

UN risks widening rifts as
Zelensky takes centre stage

United Nations, US - More than
140 world leaders will head to
the United Nations next week at
a time of myriad crises, as a
starring role for Ukraine's leader
may only highlight the growing
global fragmentation.

Ukrainian
Volodymyr Zelensky, who a
year ago was obliged to appear
virtually, will join leaders includ-
ing President Joe Biden when
the UN General Assembly for-
mally opens on Tuesday as he
seeks to rally support against
Russia’s bloody invasion.

But while Western powers
have rallied behind Ukraine, the
war has laid bare deep divisions,
with some developing countries
uneasy about the billions of dol-
lars devoted to Kyiv, even as the
war also affects the poor by
driving up food prices.

UN Secretary-General Anto-
nio Guterres will kick off the
week on Monday with a summit
on development, hoping to keep
a focus on meeting elusive goals
for helping the neediest coun-
tries. “We will be gathering at a
time when humanity faces huge
challenges - from the worsening
climate emergency to escalating
conflicts, the global cost-of-
living crisis, soaring inequalities
and dramatic technological dis-
ruptions,” Guterres said of the
General Assembly.

“People are looking to their

President

ANTONIO GUTERRES

This file photo shows Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelensky arriving to attend a ceremony marking Ukraine's

Independence Day, in Kyiv on August 24, this year, amid the Russian invasion (AFpP)

leaders for a way out of this
mess. Yet in the face of all this
and more, geopolitical divisions
are undermining our capacity to
respond,” he said.

“A multipolar world is emerg-
ing. Multipolarity can be a factor
of equilibrium. But it can also
lead to escalating tensions, frag-
mentation and worse.”

‘Growing rift’

Zelensky is expected on
Wednesday to attend a special
session on Ukraine at the Secu-
rity Council - raising the possi-

bility of a dramatic
confrontation with Russia, a
veto-wielding permanent mem-
ber. A day later, Zelensky will
head to Washington for talks at
the White House and on Capitol
Hill.

Despite the starring role, Ze-
lensky ‘has to tread carefully’,
said Richard Gowan, an expert
on the United Nations at the In-

ternational Crisis Group.

“If he's too hardline, he may
actually turn this opportunity
into a bit of a diplomatic crisis,”
he said.

An overwhelming majority of
countries have voted to con-
demn Russia’s invasion
launched in February 2022.

But leaders such as Brazilian
President Luiz Inacio Lula da
Silva 'have made it very clear
that they believe that now it's
time for diplomacy, and you
may see quite a lot of friction
between the Ukrainians and
countries from the Global
South’, Gowan said.

A senior European diplomat
said that the war was ‘stealing
away political and economic at-
tention’ from other pressing
problems such as food insecu-
rity, the climate crisis, inequali-
ties and access to finance.

“There is a growing rift be-
tween the developing world and
the developed world. Preparing
for this week is also making sure
that that rift doesn't grow fur-
ther,” the diplomat said on con-
dition of anonymity.

At the summit on Monday,
governments will be urged to
show new urgency in meeting
the Sustainable Development
Goals - 17 wide-ranging ambi-
tions that the United Nations
wants to fulfill by 2030 includ-
ing ending extreme poverty.
AFP

Two Russians, American reach
International Space Station

Baikonur, Kazakhstan - Two
Russian cosmonauts and an
American astronaut docked with
the International Space Station
on Friday after blasting off amid
raging  tensions between
Moscow and Washington over
Ukraine.

Earlier on Friday Roscosmos
cosmonauts Oleg Kononenko
and Nikolai Chub and NASA as-
tronaut Loral O'Hara lifted off
from the Baikonur cosmodrome
in Kazakhstan aboard the Soyuz
MS-24 spacecraft.

The crew docked at the ISS
three hours later, the Russian
space agency said.

At the orbiting station, the trio
will join three Russians, two
Americans, a Japanese astronaut
and a representative of the Euro-
pean Space Agency.

The liftoff took place after
Russia’s first lunar mission in
nearly 50 vyears failed last
month.

The ISS is a rare venue for co-
operation between the United
States and Russia, whose ties

Russian Roscosmos cosmonauts
Oleg Kononenko and Nikolai Chub
and US NASA astronaut Loral
OiHara (AFP)

broke down after Moscow un-
leashed its offensive in Ukraine
last year.

Kononenko alluded to the ten-
sions during a pre-flight press
conference on Thursday, saying

that ‘unlike on earth’ cosmonauts
and astronauts took care of each
other in space.

“We hear each other there,
and we understand each other,
and we are very sensitive to our
relationships,” he said. “We al-
ways take care of each other.”

O'Hara praised the station's
‘legacy’ and said it had been
bringing the countries together.

“I'm excited to get on board
and see the crewmates who are
waiting for us,” she added.

Kononenko, 59, and Chub, 39,
were scheduled to spend a year
on the ISS, while O'Hara, 40, was
to spend six months aboard. It
was the first mission to space for
both O'Hara and Chub.

Chub said that travelling to
space was his ‘childhood dream’
and he had dedicated ‘all his life’
to reaching that goal.

The three take over from Rus-
sians Dmitry Petelin and Sergey
Prokopyev, as well as NASA as-
tronaut Frank Rubio, who have
spent one year aboard the ISS.
AFP

Hawaii
revises
down fire
death toll

Los Angeles, US - The num-
ber of people thought to
have died in the fast-moving
wildfire that tore through
part of Hawaii last month
dropped on Friday, as au-
thorities revised their figures.

The state's governor, Josh
Green, said scientists sorting
through remains now be-
lieved that 97 people had
perished in Lahaina, down
from a previous official toll of
115.

“That number dropped a
little bit because the Depart-
ment of Defense and all of
their physical anthropolo-
gists were able to help us
discern better who was in
cars or in houses,” Green
said in a Facebook video.

“So thank God, fewer peo-
ple have passed away.”

Green gave no details on
the confusion, but the after-
math of large-scale disasters
often sees repeated revisions
of figures. The commingling
of remains was a particular
issue in Lahaina, with some
victims believed to have fled
with other people or with
pets.

Green said the number of
people whose whereabouts
were unconfirmed - those
who have been reported
missing and not found
among the dead or con-
firmed safe - now stood at 31.
AFP

N Korea leader inspects weapons
with Russian defence minister

Moscow, Russia - North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un met on Sat-
urday with the Russian defence
minister in Vladivostok, where he
inspected
weapons including a hypersonic
missile system on the latest leg
of a rare visit outside his country.

Upon arriving in Vladivostok,
a Pacific port city near the Chi-
nese and North Korean borders,
Kim was greeted by Defence
Minister Sergei Shoigu and an
honour guard.

Shoigu and Kim were seen
smiling as they inspected some
of Russia’s most advanced nu-

state-of-the-art

clear bombers at an airfield be-
fore boarding a warship, a video
released by the Russian defence
ministry showed.

Kim's extended tour of Rus-
sia's far eastern region, which
began on Tuesday, has focused
extensively on military matters,
as evidenced by his own officer-
dominated entourage, a sym-
bolic exchange of rifles with
President Vladimir Putin and a

North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un and Russia’s Defence Minister Sergei

Shoigu visit Knevichi aerodrome near Vladivostok on Saturday (AFp)

tour of a fighter jet factory in
Komsomolsk-on-Amur.

Historic allies, Russia and the
North are both under rafts of
global sanctions - Moscow for its
Ukraine assault, Pyongyang for
its nuclear tests.

Kim's first official visit abroad

since the coronavirus pandemic
has fanned Western fears that
Moscow and Pyongyang will
defy sanctions and strike an
arms deal.

Moscow is believed to be in-
terested in buying North Korean
ammunition to continue fighting

in Ukraine, while Pyongyang
wants Russia’s help to develop
its internationally condemned
missile programme.

The Kremlin has said no
agreement has or will be signed.

After meeting Kim on
Wednesday at the Vostochny
cosmodrome, roughly 8,000km
(5,000 miles) from Moscow,
Putin talked up the prospect of
greater cooperation with North
Korea and the ‘possibilities’ for
military ties.

At the Knevichi airfield in
Vladivostok on Saturday, Kim
was shown strategic u-160, Tu-
95MS and u-22 3 bombers.

“These aircraft form the air
component of Russia’s strategic
nuclear forces,” the defence min-
istry said in a statement.

According to footage re-
leased by Moscow, Kim was
shown carefully listening to
senior representatives of the
Russian military and inspecting
the aircraft.

AFP

G /7+China summit in Cuba calls for change of rules in global order

Havana, Cuba - The G77+China,
a group of developing and
emerging countries representing
80 per cent of the world's popu-
lation, kicked off a summit in
Cuba Friday with a call to ‘change
the rules of the game’ of the
global order.

The meeting comes at a time
of growing frustration with the
Western-led world order amid
widening differences over the
Russian war in Ukraine, the fight
against climate change, and the
global economic system.

“After all this time that the
North has organised the world
according to its interests, it is now
up to the South to change the
rules of the game,” Cuban Presi-
dent Miguel Diaz-Canel said at

Cuban President Miguel Diaz Canel speaks during the inaugural session of the G77+China Summit at the Convention Palace in Havana on Friday (AFp)

the opening of the summit.

Diaz-Canel said that develop-
ing countries were the main vic-
tims of a ‘multidimensional crisis’
in the world today, from ‘abusive
unequal trade’ to global warming.

United Nations chief Antonio
Guterres is joining some 30
heads of state and
government from Africa, Asia
and Latin America at the two-day
summit in Havana.

At the opening of the meeting
he called for a world that was
‘more representative and respon-
sive to the needs of developing
economies’, stressing that these
countries were ‘trapped in a tan-
gle of global crises.’

The bloc was established by
77 countries of the global South

in 1964 'to articulate and pro-
mote their collective economic
interests and enhance their joint
negotiating capacity’, according
to the group’s website.

Today it has 134 members,
among which the website lists
China although the Asian giant
says it is not a full member.

Cuba took over the rotating
presidency in January.

Latin American leaders such
as Venezuela's Nicolas Maduro,
Colombia's Gustavo Petro, and
Argentina’s Alberto Fernandez
were present at the summit,
alongside Palestinian leader
Mahmoud Abbas, Angola's Joao
Lourenco and Mozambican Pres-
ident Filipe Nyusi.

AFP



SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2023 | MUSCAT DAILY | 09

Aid begins to arrive in flood-hit Libya

Sunday’s floods submerged port city of Derna, washing thousands of people and homes out to sea

Derna, Libya - Shipments of in-
ternational aid began to arrive in
Libya on Saturday, offering a life-
line to thousands despite dwin-
dling hopes of finding more
survivors days after deadly flash
floods.

Sunday's floods submerged
the port city of Derna, washing
thousands of people and homes
out to sea after two upstream
dams burst under the pressure of
torrential rains triggered by a
hurricane-strength storm.

Conflicting death tolls have
been reported, with the health
minister of the eastern-based ad-
ministration, Othman Abdeljalil,
putting the number of lives lost
at 3,166.

The World Health Organiza-
tion said ‘the bodies of 3,958
people have been recovered and
identified’, with 9,000 more still
missing, as it announced 29
tonnes of aid had arrived in the
eastern city of Benghazi.

“This is a disaster of epic pro-
portions,” said Ahmed Zouiten,
the WHO's Libya representative.
“We are saddened by the un-
speakable loss of thousands of
souls.” An AFP correspondent
saw two aid-laden planes, one
from the United Arab Emirates
and another from Iran, land in
Benghazi, more than 300km
(186 miles) west of Derna.

A steady stream of vehicles
trickled into Derna on a
makeshift road as diggers toiled
to shift rubble near an apartment
block with a missing facade. In
Al-Bayda, 100km west of Derna,
people worked to clear roads and

Military personnel supervise the arrival of aid supplied by the UAE for survivors of the floods that submerged Libya's eastern city of Derna, at the airport of Benghazi on Saturday (AFp)

homes of the mounds of mud left
behind by the flash flood.

‘Confusion
and chaos’
A volunteer in Al-Bayda who is
originally from Derna said she

had received word from many
people of the ‘confusion and
chaos' of relief efforts in the
flood-stricken port city.
“| have also lost a lot of loved
ones there,” said Rahab Shneib.
“Despite the ongoing efforts

of many humanitarian organisa-
tions to bring comfort to the
heart, it is important to note that
many people have remarked on
the lack of organisation.”

Derna resident Mohammad
al-Dawali said: “In this city, every

single family has been affected.”
Seir Mohammed Seir, a mem-
ber of the security forces, said
more than 1,500 families had
been saved, along with a three-
month-old girl.
"Her entire family died, she

was the only one who survived.”

The floods were caused by
hurricane-strength Storm Daniel,
compounded by the poor infra-
structure in Libya, which was
plunged into turmoil after a
NATO-backed uprising toppled

AHMED ZOUITEN

and killed longtime dictator
Muammar Gaddafi in 2011.

The Islamic Relief aid organi-
sation warned of a ‘second hu-
manitarian crisis’, pointing to the
‘growing risk of water-borne dis-
eases and shortages of food,
shelter and medicine’.

But the Red Cross and the
World Health Organization
pointed out that contrary to
widespread belief, the bodies of
victims of natural disasters rarely
pose a health threat.

The spokesman for the east-
ern-based Libyan National Army,
Ahmed al-Mesmari, said the
flood had affected ‘over 1.2mn
people'.

“Everything was washed
away... the waters have com-
pletely cut off the roads in these
regions,” he said.

The United Nations has
launched an appeal for more
than US$71mn to assist hun-
dreds of thousands in need.

“We don't know the extent of
the problem,” UN aid chief Mar-
tin Griffiths said on Friday, as he
called for coordination between
Libya's two rival administrations.
AFP

Kabul, Afghanistan -
Afghanistan’s Taliban author-
ities have arrested at least 18
staff of an international NGO,
including  an American
woman, accusing them of car-
rying out Christian missionary
work, the country’s leaders
said on Saturday.

The International Assistance
Mission (IAM) confirmed its
staffers were picked up from its
office in Ghor province, central
Afghanistan, and taken to the
capital Kabul.

Security and intelligence
forces had been observing the
group for some time, Abdul
Wahid Hamas Ghori, a govern-
ment spokesman for the
province, told AFP.

“Documents and audios
were obtained that showed
they were inviting people to join
Christianity,” he said, without

US woman among 18 NGO
staff detained in Afghanistan

providing further details. He
said 21 people were arrested,
including an American woman.

IAM said in a statement ear-
lier that 18 people, including a
‘foreigner’, were being held and
that it had no information about
the nature of the allegations.
The American woman and two
Afghan staff were the first to be
detained on September 3, fol-
lowed by 15 more Afghan em-
ployees on  Wednesday.
“Should any charges be lodged
against our organisation or any
individual staff member, we will
independently review any evi-
dence presented,” it added.

IAM'’s website says the or-
ganisation is founded on Chris-
tian values, but that it does not
provide aid according to politi-
cal or religious belief.

“We value and respect local
customs and cultures,” the

Swiss-registered group said in
a statement on Saturday.

IAM  has operated in
Afghanistan since 1966 -
through previous royal, com-
munist and Taliban govern-
ments - when it specialised in
eye care, later branching out
into other areas of health and
education.

In 2010, 10 IAM medics, in-
cluding eight foreigners, were
shot dead in an attack in re-
mote northern Afghanistan.

At the time, competing the-
ories emerged over the motive
for the attack, with police say-
ing it was likely a robbery.

However, two militant
groups claimed responsibility,
including Taliban leaders who
said the medics were Christian
missionaries and accused them
of working as military spies.
AFP

EU to address migrant surge in Italy

Brussels, Belgium - The EU said
on Saturday that its top official
Ursula von der Leyen would
visit the Italian island of Lampe-
dusa, as Rome called on Brus-
sels for help after a surge in
migrant arrivals.

The president of the European
Commission, the EU's executive
arm, will head to the island on
Sunday with Italy’s Prime Minis-
ter Giorgia Meloni, officials from
both sides said.

Before that, the interior minis-
ters from ltaly, France, Germany
and Spain were due to hold
phone talks on Saturday after-
noon with the EU’s home affairs
commissioner on the crisis.

Meloni has urged the EU to
act to relieve the pressure after
thousands of people landed by
boats over three days this week
on Lampedusa, just 90 miles
(145km) off the coast of Tunisia.

The spike in arrivals has rekin-
dled the debate over how Europe
shares responsibility for asylum
seekers.

New migrants arrive on a Guardia di Finanza ship, in the harbour of Italian island of Lampedusa, on Friday (aFp)

Lampedusa, ltaly’s southern-
most island, has long been a
landing point for migrant boats
from North Africa. But this week
its migration centre, built to
house fewer than 400 people,
was overwhelmed.

Between Monday  and
Wednesday, around 8,500 peo-
ple - more than the entire local

population - arrived in 199 boats,
according to the UN migration
agency.

Images of people sleeping in
the open air, scaling the perime-
ter fence and wandering around
the town sparked anger among
members of ltaly's hard-right
government.

Deputy Prime Minister Mat-

teo Salvini called the arrivals an
‘act of war’, and on Friday, Mel-
oni urged the European Union to
do more to help.

“The migratory pressure that
Italy has been experiencing since
the beginning of the year is un-
sustainable,” she said in a video
message broadcast by her office.
AFP

South Africa holds state funeral for

/Ulu

Ulundi, South Africa - Thou-
sands of people, some holding
spears and dressed in traditional
warrior clothes, on Saturday at-
tended the funeral of South
Africa’'s divisive Zulu leader
Mangosuthu Buthelezi, who was
implicated in a wave of deadly vi-
olence that marked the country’s
emergence from apartheid.

Mourners crowded a small
stadium in Ulundi, the ancient
capital of the Zulu kingdom in
eastern South Africa, to pay trib-
ute to the founder of the Inkatha
Freedom Party (IFP), who died
on September 9 aged 95.

Family members dressed in
black, followed by men holding
shields and spears, led a coffin

Family members and members of the Buthelezi clan carry the coffin of the

Zulu prince Mangosuthu Buthelezi, in Ulundi, South Africa on Saturday (AFP)

covered by an animal skinand an
IFP flag across a red carpet inside
the stadium before it was placed

under a black canopy on the
pitch. Earlier, members of the IFP
Women's Brigade chanted 'He

eader Mangosuthu Buthelezi

has led us this far’ in Zulu as
guests including President Cyril
Ramaphosa and his predecessor
Jacob Zuma arrived at the venue,
sitting under white marquees op-
posite an altar. “He treated all of
us Zulus as one person. That is
why | am here,” said Bonga
Makhoba, 31, who said he drove
150km (90 miles) and slept in his
car to attend the ceremony.

"l just respect him and | want
him to... rest in peace.”

Ramaphosa, who ordered
flags to be flown at half staff
across the country, was to de-
liver a eulogy during the service
celebrated by the head of South
Africa’s Anglican Church.
AFP

AMID CLASHES

Indian army soldiers stand guard as a Kashmiri family walks past the Gadole forest of Kokernag in south
Kashmir's Anantnag district on Saturday. Five Indian officers and two suspected rebels were killed in
separate gun battles this week in Kashmir, with clashes ongoing, officials said (aFp)
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CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1) Grads for life

6) Choir recess
10) Wee dogs

14) Main competitor

15) Like a lemon

16) "There's _day

dawning Il

17) Wasn't born yesterday
20) Over fast?

21) More eccentric

22) Cranberry product
25) Became white with

fright

26) Feels poorly

30) Like a runt

32) One of two writers

35) Ideal place to live
41) What some planes

make43) Is disrespectful
verbally

44) Court handout

45) Hearty soup

47) Seven big wet things
48) Genie holders

53) Many-headed mythical

monster

56) USA part
58) Overrun

63) Comment

66) Functions

67) "Buona _" (ltalian
welcome)

68) Car window sticker
69) Salon option

70) Touchy and sensitive
71) Alcohol type

DOWN

1) Vessels of biblical propor-
tions?

2) Dryer accumulation

3) Colored eyeball part
4) Bryn_ College

5) Serbs or Croats, e.g.

6) Fire residue

7) Luau dip

8) Like some living rooms
9) "Cogito_ sum"

10) Coat for severe cold

26) Is directed?

27) A Com Belt state

28) Golden Triangle country
29) Has the evening meal
31) China's dollar

33) First thing into the pool,
often 34) Snake sound

36) Dynamite stuff

37) Poems of praise

38) Maine tree

39) Andean civilization
40) Improves, as wine

42) Lecherlike

46) No longer frozen

48) Enjoy immensely

49) Entertain, in a way

50) Parking regulator

51) Light reflector

52) Greed, envy or pride
54) Get _ of (throw away)

NOTE PAD

=

[/]

s[a[ul [

plLialrle

LiolulslE

11) "Wait_ Dark"

12) Fly-catching bird

13) Fencing weapon 59) Thing on a guitar neck o
18) Caddy contents, some- 60) Make impressions? u
times 61) Dance romantically c
19) Alley-_ (NBA pass-shot 62) Turnpike tariff HI
combo) 64) Assn. relative ol(B|E|S
23) "Once_ a time" 65) Sci-fi gun type B|U|R|L
24) Respectful bow "I |In|s|E

55) Battery pole

=

57) Something to solve

o|zZvmze |z
-
-
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ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19

Everyday emails, text messages, or voicemails won't help you to really
connect with that certain someone today. You need to use creative
communication that has your special brand of flair imprinted on it.
Express yourself by writing them a poem, a song, or even a script! Do
whatever it takes to make your message stand out from everyone else's.
You need to break away from the crowd right now, and you have all the

skills you need to do it.

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20

One of your friends or family members has been acting out of character
lately, and it's time for you to find out just what the heck is going on
with them. Start a conversation, and be careful not to get to your point
too quickly. They will only get defensive. But if you ask them to give you
their latest life update, the key information will be divulged soon
enough. Chances are they're in a situation that you can help them with,

so get ready to be their knight in shining armor.

GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21

There has been some heat generated between you and another, but,
unfortunately, while there's been a lot of flirting, there hasn't been a lot
of follow-through! This could be a sign that while this person is indeed
interested in you, they're probably a lot more shy than you realize. If
you want things to move forward, you're going to have to be the one
who puts their foot on the gas pedal. Make your move today. And if you

get shot down, at least you'll know not to waste any more time.

CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22

The trend in your day will be all about unpredictability. Unexpected
cancellations, delays, and repeated rescheduling might not be welcome
by you, but there is a bright side to all of this chaos: it will free up
valuable amounts of time. Sure, you might have worked really hard to
prepare for a date or meeting, but try not to be disappointed. All of this
preparation won't go to waste. And in the meantime, you can enjoy an

unexpected break in your schedule!

DAILY

LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22

Have you had your fill of partying for the time being? If so, then the
Universe is offering you some good news. Your alone time is about to
increase. Friends and family members have other obligations for the
next few days, so it will be just you and your shadow hanging out and
looking for fun. Take the time now to come up with a plan for how to
fill your time. Pick something you usually can't get others to do, like a

foreign movie, sporting event, or challenging hike. Now's your chance!

VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22

Not everyone is on the same page right now, so you could experience
some confusion or tension when working in groups. Just be careful
communicating with other people and focus on what you share with
them and not on what you disagree about. Be clear with your words,
and don't use sarcasm to make your point. If possible, try to avoid
working with other people altogether. You can get what you need to

get done by yourself. You don't need a helping hand.

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22

Even if you're not feeling especially social and outgoing, today is a
great day to initiate a conversation with someone you've always been
a little bit shy around. They've been waiting for you to open up to
them, and they might create a situation where the two of you are
alone. When you see them smile, unload one of your classic
icebreakers. Don't worry if it's cheesy. Sometimes being cheesy is the

best way to break the tension. Remember that eye contact is key too.

SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21

Right now, the energy around you will support you making a change in
direction. And since it's never too late for a new beginning, why not
start something new that you've always been curious about? Whether
it's a new hobby, relationship, or even a type of food, today is the day
to give it a whirl. Mix up your routine today and discover how
something new, no matter how minor it may be, can completely

transform your attitude about your life.

SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER21
You're about to be hit by an enormous wave of creative energy, so
there is no way that you're going to be bored today! You can easily
make your own entertainment by either grabbing your zaniest friend
for a road trip adventure or going off by yourself to check out that new
exhibit at the art museum. The amusing nature of everyday people
will also be heightened now, so it's a great idea to go somewhere

crowded and enjoy some hilarious people watching.

CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19

Recent developments in your romantic life are on your mind big time
today. In fact, they're keeping you from giving your full attention to
other important matters and people. In order to clear the clouds from
your head, you need to talk it out. Verbal communication has long
been one of your strengths, and today it will help you get the
distractions out of your system. Call up a friend and ask them if you

can spill your guts to them. They'll say yes. They always do.

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18

Trying to always make everything equal between you and your friends
is a total waste of time. You have to acknowledge the fact that
sometimes you'll give a little bit more and sometimes they'll give a
little more. It will all equal out in the end, so stop trying to make it
equal now. You could be creating stress and turning a good day into a
day full of nickel-and-dime arguments. Life isn't always fair, but it can

still be fun.

PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20

You're so busy trying to make everything perfect in your life that you're
forgetting how satisfying and beautiful imperfections can be! Today,
you need to challenge yourself to step back and take a break from
paying attention to detail. Let your eyes focus on faraway ideas instead
of immediate minutiae. Get a fresh perspective. You don't have to
prove anything now, so relax and remind yourself that being less than

impeccable is called being human.

TEST YOUR

01. Swahili is NOT one of the two
official languages of which of these
countries?

A. Ethiopia

B. Kenya

C. Tanzania

D. Uganda

02. Which of these wedding an-
niversaries is the earliest?

A. Cotton

B. Tin

C. Sapphire

D. Pearl

03. Leonardo di Caprio played
multi-millionaire Howard Hughes
in which film?

A. Money, Money, Money

B. The Firm

C. The Aviator

D. Gimme, Gimme, Gimme
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matrix filled

Each game will present you with a

objective is to form words by
linking adjacent letters - to the left,
right, on top, bottom, or diagonal
to each other. The Boggles Classic
game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words
are valued at one point for each
letter in excess of two letters. A
three letter word is worth one
point, a four letter word is worth
two points, and so on. Valid words
must be at least three letters long.

Solution 20-25 words:
Excellent, 15-20 words: Very
good, 10-15 words: Good,
5-10 words: Average

LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1to 9 and
only one instance of each number

with letters. The
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You have three minutes to find
all the words contained in this
word.

Rules: Words should be at least
four letters long, proper nouns
and duplicates don't count
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Messi's Miami
training
ground to be
shared with
rugby team

Miami, United States - Li-
onel Messi's Inter Miami
training ground is to be
shared with a new rugby
union team, the clubs an-
nounced on Friday.

The Miami Sharks will
join Major League Rugby
from next season and will
train and play their home
games on the facility which
is part of the same complex
as the club’s DRV PNK Sta-
diumin Fort Lauderdale.

“The Miami Sharks will
join the Inter Miami CF first
team, second team and
academy teams at the facil-
ities commencing in the
first quarter of 2024," the
football club said in a state-
ment.

Like Inter Miami, the
Sharks will have a strong
Argentinian influence with
33-year-old  scrum-half
Tomas Cubelli their first
major signing.

Cubellimade 89 appear-
ances for Argentina and is
part of the team currently
appearing in France at the
Rugby World Cup.

The Sharks will be
coached by Argentine Jose
Pellicena, former assistant
coach of the country’s na-
tional team.

A more direct connec-
tion with the team comes in
the form of Inter Miami
midfielder Benjamin Cre-
maschi, whose father Pablo
represented Argentina in
rugby in the 1990s.

AFP

NICELY DONE!

Mbappe scores twice but PSG lose to Nice for first defeat of season

Paris, France - Paris Saint-Ger-
main slipped to their first loss of
the Ligue 1 season despite a
Kylian Mbappe double as an im-
pressive Nice secured a 3-2 vic-
tory at the Parc des Princes on
Friday, with Terem Moffi scoring
twice.

PSG fell behind less than mid-
way through the first half as
Moffi found the net following a
poor mistake by Mbappe.

The France striker made
amends on the half-hour mark,
but Gaetan Laborde restored
Nice's lead eight minutes after
the break and Moffi put another
past the ragged hosts.

Mbappe volleyed home to
give the reigning French champi-
ons hope but Nice held on.

Luis Enrique’'s PSG, who
would have usurped Monaco at
the top with three points, instead
slipped to third in the early table
with eight points from five
games, one point behind un-
beaten Nice.

“Throughout the match they
were fresher than us,” said Luis
Enrique after his first loss as PSG
coach. “Obviously a defeat hurts,
we all have to improve, myself in-
cluded. But | liked our state of
mind.

"Of the three goals, two were
deflected. Nice played great foot-
ball, but I'm not worried and |
saw the fans support their team
even when they were two goals
down.”

Nice, backed by British billion-
aire Jim Ratcliffe, are hoping to
bounce back this term from a

Nice's Terem Moffi (R) celebrates after scoring against Paris Saint-Germain in their French Ligue 1 match in Paris on Friday (AFP)

Nice played great football,
but I'm not worried and I saw the
fans support their team even when
they were two goals down

disappointing campaign last sea-
son when they could only finish
ninth in Ligue 1.

"“Everything must be perfect to
get a result here, the opponents
must not be at their level, and we
must give a complete perform-
ance,” Nice coach Francesco Far-

ioli said."Beyond the tactical as-
pects, | saw a team of warriors.”

Verratti farewell

Before kick-off, the Parc des
Princes bade farewell to Marco
Verratti after he ended his 11-
year stay at PSG to move to

Qatari club Al Arabi.

Messages from former team-
mates including Zlatan Ibrahi-
movic and Thiago Silva were
played on the big screen, while
Verratti was allowed a lap of ho-
nour around the pitch.

AFP

Bayern Munich held by Leverkusen
despite Kane finding net again

Munich, Germany - Harry Kane's
fourth goal in four Bundesliga
games was not enough as Bay-
ern Munich were held to a 2-2
home draw by Bayer Leverkusen
on Friday, with Exequiel Palacios
netting a dramatic injury-time
penalty.

Kane opened the scoring just
seven minutes in, heading home
from close range, but Leverkusen
hit back shortly afterwards
through Alex Grimaldo's superb
free-kick.

Germany midfielder Leon
Goretzka looked to have secured
Bayern the three points when he
scored with four minutes re-
maining, but a VAR review in in-
jury time showed a foul by
Alphonso Davies, bringing Pala-
cios to the spot.

The Argentinian converted to
ensure his side remained un-
beaten this season.

A frustrated Bayern captain
Thomas Mueller approached the
referees to complain after the
match over “two interesting de-

Bayern Munich’s Harry Kane celebrates with Leroy Sane after scoring

against Bayer Leverkusen in their Bundesliga match on Friday (AFP)

cisions before the two goals we
conceded”.

"We're playing a contact
sport,” Mueller told DAZN, call-
ing the late spot-kick “a very soft
penalty”.

“In England, the referee
wouldn't blow the whistle.”

Bayern coach Tuchel agreed,
saying: “There was contact but
we can't forget that the referee
didn't blow the whistle (on the

pitch). “In the 94th minute, in a
top game, it's too little. It was
super soft.”

Xabi Alonso's Leverkusen re-
main ahead of reigning champi-
ons Bayern at the top of the table
on goal difference, with both
sides on 10 points from four
matches.

"A lot happened and for us a
draw is good. We want to keep
going,” Alonso said.

In the week that Bayern un-
veiled a statue of club legend
Gerd Mueller, who scored 365
league goals for the Bavarians,
outside their Allianz Arena
home, current number nine Kane
had his say early.

From a Leroy Sane corner,
Kane shed marker Granit Xhaka
and headed in at the far post.

Despite scoring 19 goals to go
unbeaten in their first four com-
petitive fixtures this season, Lev-
erkusen’s attack failed to click
early and it took a set-piece to
get on level terms.

AFP

Turkish clubs take financial hit
to attract big names in market

Istanbul, Turkey - Turkey's
biggest clubs lured established
stars including Mauro Icardi,
Hakim Ziyech and Wilfried Zaha
to the Super Lig in the transfer
window with a spending spree
that leaves them slipping further
into the red.

Many eyes have been on
Saudi clubs’ remarkable transfer
outlays which have rivalled those
of the top European sides, but
Turkish teams have been signing
big names under the radar.

Fenerbahce, Galatasaray, Be-
siktas and Trabzonspor, the four
biggest Super Lig clubs, spent al-
most 120 million euros ($128 mil-
lion) between them during the
summer window, which ended
on Friday evening in Turkey, while
only receiving less than 80 mil-
lion euros in fees.

“It was a fiercely contested
transfer window,” said
Galatasaray Vice-President
Erden Timur earlier in September.

Timur said Turkish clubs were
forced to change tack due to in-
flated fees caused by the Saudi

Hakim Ziyech joined Galatasaray
form Chelsea on a loan deal

clubs' sudden emergence.

"The average price (for play-
ers) multiplied by two or even
two and a half, so we had to
change strategy,” he added.

"We had a spending limit and
had to turn to free agents.”

Galatasaray has brought in
several household names, with
former Crystal Palace star Zaha
joining on a free transfer, while
Ziyech and Tanguy Ndombele
have signed on loan deals from

Chelsea and Tottenham respec-
tively. Argentine striker Icardi
was snapped up from Paris Saint-
Germain for just 10 million euros
after a successful loan spell last
season, as defender Davinson
Sanchez was signed for 9.5 mil-
lion euros from Spurs.

Fenerbahce signed Cengiz
Under from Marseille and Brazil
midfielder Fred from Manchester
United.Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain
and Eric Bailly have arrived at Be-
siktas on free transfers from Liv-
erpool and Manchester United
respectively, while Trabzonspor
took on Nicolas Pepe when his
Arsenal deal ran out.

Reigning Turkish champions
Galatasaray spent 30 million
euros this summer, down on the
43 million of the same window
last year.

However, the payment of high
salaries - more than 90 million
euros for the coming season just
for Gala and arch rivals Fener-
bahce - risks plunging debt-rid-
den clubs into financial crises.
AFP

Captain Belaid scores as USM Alger
shock Ahly to win CAF Super Cup

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia - A penalty
converted by captain Zineddine
Belaid gave USM Alger of Algeria
a shock 1-O win over Al Ahly of
Egypt on Friday in the annual
CAF Super Cup match.

Nervous and hesitant in the
build-up to the spot-kick, Belaid
sent goalkeeper Mohamed el
Shenawy the wrong way and his
kick landed in the corner of the
net on 43 minutes.

Even 12 added minutes in the
second half was insufficient time

for eight-time Super Cup winners
Ahly to find an equaliser in Saudi
Arabia.

The Super Cup pits the win-
ners of the two CAF club compe-
titions - the Champions League
and second-tier Confederation
Cup - against each other in a sin-
gle match.

This was the first time Ahly
lost a Super Cup match when
African champions - two previ-
ous defeats came after qualifying
as winners of secondary CAF

competitions.

USM were Super Cup debu-
tants, and they emulated compa-
triots Entente Setif, who beat
Ahly on penalties during the pre-
vious decade.

Ahly must overcome their dis-
appointment quickly as they
start their Champions League
defence on Sunday against Saint
George of Ethiopia in Cairo.

The Egyptian outfit, who have
bolstered their attack by signing
Moroccan Reda Slim from FAR

Rabat, are seeking a record-

extending 12th  Champions
League title.
USM begin a campaign to win

back-to-back Confederation Cup
titles with an away match against
FAR, the 2005 winners, on Sep-
tember 23.

The latest Super Cup match
was staged in Saudi Arabia
to “spread interest in the compe-

tition”, according to the
organisers.
AFP

Zineddine Belaid of USM Alger celebrates after scoring against Al Ahly in their CAF Super Cup match on Friday
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GAME OF TWO HALVES

Liverpool rally
from a goal
down to beat
Wolves 3-1

Wolverhampton, United King-
dom - Liverpool produced a dom-
inant second-half display against
Wolves on Saturday, coming
from behind to win 3-1.

Hwang Hee-chan put the
home side ahead early against
their sluggish opponents at Mo-
lineux and they had a succession
of chances to extend their lead in
a sparkling first-half performance.

But Liverpool flew out after the
restart and equalised through
Cody Gakpo 10 minutes into the
second period.

Jurgen Klopp’s men pinned
Wolves back from long periods
and got their reward when Andy
Robertson finished neatly in the
85th minute before an own goal
from Hugo Bueno added gloss to
the scoreline.

Brighton thump

Man Utd

Manchester United's crisis deep-
ened on Saturday as Brighton's
Danny Welbeck scored in a 3-1
win against his old club while
Manchester City beat West Ham
to stay perfect.

Liverpool had a brief taste of
life at the top, beating Wolves 3-
1in the early kick-off, while Tot-
tenham scored two goals in
stoppage time to beat Sheffield
United.

The season is spiralling out of
control for Erik ten Hag's United,
who started the campaign in

Liverpool’'s Andrew Robertson (C) celebrates with Harvey Elliott (L) and Mohamed Salah after scoring against Wolves in their English Premier League match on Saturday (AFP)

Ten Hag, in his

second season at Old Trafford, now
has a huge job on his hands to save
United's season besieged by
problems on and off the pitch

buoyant mood after ending their
trophy drought and finishing third
in the league last season.

Some fans dreamed of a long-
overdue title challenge but in-
stead they find themselves
trailing leaders City by nine points
after a third chastening defeat in
five matches.

United started brightly at Old

Trafford, desperate to put their
nightmare start to the season be-
hind them but former youth
player Welbeck silenced the
home fans in the 20th minute.

A 53rd-minute goal by Pascal
Gross gave United a mountain to
climb and substitute Joao Pedro
made it 3-0 before a consolation
for Hannibal Mejbri.

Brighton's  fourth straight
league win against United lifted
them to third in the table. Ten
Hag, in his second season at Old
Trafford, now has a huge job on
his hands to save United's sea-
son, besieged by problems on
and off the pitch.

Jadon Sancho has been exiled
from first-team training after a

public spat with the manager
while fellow forward Antony has
been given a leave of absence to
address domestic abuse allega-
tions, which he denies.

Protests continue in the stands
against unpopular owners the
Glazer family, who appear to
have put their attempt to sell the
club on hold.

Phil Foden with Pep Guardiola

Guardiola
backs Foden's
City role after
Southgate's
England claim

London, United Kingdom - Pep
Guardiola insists Phil Foden can
play in a number of attacking po-
sitions for Manchester City after
England boss Gareth Southgate
claimed the forward was not
able to take a central role for his
country.

Southgate said people should
“speak to Pep” earlier this week
after being asked why he seemed
reluctant to use Foden in central
areas of his attack.

Southgate's inference was
that, as Foden tends to play
largely on the flanks at City, it
was difficult for him to deploy the
23-year-old centrally in interna-
tional games.

Foden was below his best at
times last season despite City's
historic march to Premier
League, Champions League and
FA Cup glory. Quizzed about
Foden's role for his team ahead
of the treble winners' trip to
West Ham this weekend, City
manager Guardiola expressed
support for his player.

“l have an incredible relation-
ship with Gareth. A comment
from me? It looks like | disagree
with him and | completely agree
with him,” Guardiola told re-
porters on Friday. “When you
play outside it is a completely dif-
ferent role but he knows, | know,
that Phil can play in all positions.”
AFP

Klopp ‘not worried’ about possible
Saudi move for Salah in January

London, United Kingdom - Liver-
pool boss Jurgen Klopp insists he
is not worried about the potential
for renewed Saudi Arabian inter-
est in Mohamed Salah when the
January transfer window opens.

Salah was reportedly the sub-
ject of a £150 million ($185 mil-
lion) bid from Saudi Pro League
side Al-Ittihad before the Pre-
mier League transfer deadline on
September 1.

Liverpool rejected the offer
but Saudi Pro League director of
football Michael Emenalo has
claimed the door is not closed on
a future move for the Egypt for-
ward.

Klopp is determined to keep
Salah but an Al-Ittihad bid of
around £200 million has been
mooted for January as the Saudi
league eyes another marquee
signing to join the likes of Ney-
mar, Karim Benzema and N'Golo
Kante.

It is a delicate situation that
Klopp clearly hoped would be
put to bed by the closing of the
Saudi transfer window on Sep-
tember 7.

Salah has appeared unaf-
fected by the speculation, scor-
ing twice and assisting twice this

Jurgen Klopp

season, but Klopp bristled when
asked if he anticipated more ap-
proaches for the 31-year-old in
the new year.

“You are kidding me. A week
after we close the transfer win-
dow, you ask about the January
transfer window?" Klopp told re-
porters on Friday.

“Obviously, you can't wait
until December to ask these
questions. We will see what hap-

pens. Until then, I'm not worried
in this moment.

“| didn't even think about it
until you opened that wound
again. No, I'm not worried.”

Klopp has already seen Eng-
land midfielder Jordan Hender-
son leave Anfield for the lucrative
wages on offer in the Gulf State.

Henderson, 33, recently
claimed he did not feel wanted
by Liverpool when he returned

from his summer break and de-
cided to join Al-Ettifag.

Klopp admitted he could not
offer Henderson regular playing
time this season as he looked to
overhaul an ageing midfield.

“We had our talks and | told
Hendo | wanted him to stay but
we had to talk in these conversa-
tions about the possibility of not
playing regularly,” Klopp said.
AFP

Sainz on Singapore pole after Verstappen out in Q2

Singapore, Singapore - Carlos
Sainz took pole position in a Fer-
rari Saturday for the Singapore
Grand Prix after a dramatic qual-
ifying session where world cham-
pionship leader Max Verstappen
and his Red Bull teammate Sergio
Perez failed to make it into the
top-10 shootout.

Sainz's lap of Tmin 30.984sec
pipped the Mercedes of George
Russell and the second Ferrari of
Charles Leclerc who was third.

Red Bull had struggled for pace

Max Verstappen

all weekend but nobody expected
Verstappen, who has won the
last 10 races in a row, to finish 11th
fastest in Q2 and be eliminated
along with Perez, who was 13th.

Sainz will start from pole for
the second consecutive grand
prix after also being fastest at the
Italian GP two weeks ago.

"A bit like Monza really, we hit
the ground running in FP1. | felt
very confident all through the
sessions and put it together in
Q3," said Sainz.

Namibia's fly-half Tiaan Swanepoel tries to tackle New Zealand's
scrum-half Cam Roigard during their Rugby World Cup match

Roigard guides New
/ealand to 71-3
thrashing of Namibia

Toulouse, France - Live-wire
scrum-half Cam Roigard had a
field day to help New Zealand
to an 11-try 71-3 thrashing of
Namibia in the two teams'’
second World Cup match in
Toulouse on Friday.

Roigard scored two tries
and set up two more as fly-
half  Damian  McKenzie
bagged 26 points to kick start
the All Blacks' tournament
after an opening 27-13 loss to
hosts France in Pool A.

That defeat brought to an
end a run of 31 consecutive
World Cup pool victories by
the All Blacks, who also
recorded their largest losing
margin (14 points).

It also meant that the
three-time champions will
likely not top their pool, having
finished first in all nine previ-
ous tournaments.

“It's a good feeling getting
the win today, especially after
last week's result,” All Blacks
captain Ardie Savea told Sky
Sports. “Just very proud of the
men for having a good week of

prep and then coming here
and getting the win like we did.

“There were still a few areas
where Namibia put us under
pressure but we'll take that.”

There was never any
drama against Namibia, who
came into the game at the
Stadium of Toulouse still
searching for a first-ever
World Cup victory in their
seventh consecutive tourna-
ment appearance, having
opened with a 52-8 defeat by
Italy - their 23rd straight loss.
And it was never going to hap-
pen against the All Blacks,
who avoided a misfiring dis-
play like that of a much-
changed France team against
Uruguay on Thursday.

Going into the game, New
Zealand had scored 20 tries in
the two Tests between the na-
tions, averaging one every
eight minutes of play.

True to form, any resist-
ance was short-lived as
Roigard crossed after just 90
seconds after a break by
Leicester Fainga'anuku.
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IN A KLAAS OF HIS OWN

Heinrich Klaasen slams 174 as South Africa thrash Australia by 164 runs in fourth ODI to level series

Centurion, South Africa - Hein-
rich Klaasen slammed 174 off 83
balls to lead South Africa to a
164-run win in the fourth one-
day international against Aus-
tralia at SuperSport Park on
Friday.

Klaasen shared an extraordi-
nary fifth wicket partnership of
222 off only 94 balls with David
Miller (82 not out) as South
Africa piled up 416 for five, their
fifth-highest total in one-day in-
ternationals, before bowling out
Australia for 252.

“To be honest | can't remem-
ber the last part of the innings. I'll
have to go back and watch it
tonight,” Klaasen said.

He smashed 13 fours and 13
sixes before being caught on the
boundary off the last ball of the
innings.

“Some days guys have a day
out,” said Australian captain
Mitchell Marsh, who for the sec-
ond game in a row was on the
losing side after sending in the
opposition. “Klaasen was amaz-
ing. We got outplayed. Some-
times in international cricket you
have to take your hat off.”

Alex Carey hit 99 off 77 balls
for Australia and was last man
out. Lungi Ngidi took four for 51
and Kagiso Rabada three for 41
for South Africa.

South Africa's win tied the se-
ries at two matches apiece, set-
ting up a decider in
Johannesburg on Sunday.

With the World Cup only
three weeks away, Australia had
a potentially serious injury con-
cern when in-form opening bats-
man Travis Head had to retire

South Africa's Heinrich Klaasen celebrates after scoring a century against Australia in their fourth ODI in Centurion on Friday (AFP)

hurt after being struck on the left
hand by fast bowler Gerald Co-
etzee. Australian team manage-
ment announced that Head was
due to go for a scan on Friday
night with results not expected
until Saturday.

A run spree of such magni-
tude did not seem likely as accu-
rate Australian bowling and a
slower than usual Centurion
pitch saw South Africa make rel-
atively slow progress on a
ground known for high scoring.

At the second drinks break,
the total was 157 for three off 32
overs. The acceleration started

Sometimes in
international
cricket you
have to take
your hat off

during a stand of 74 off 57 balls
between Rassie van der Dussen
(62) and Klaasen.

It went into over-drive when
the left-handed Miller joined
Klaasen and hit the second ball
he faced, from leg-spinner Adam
Zampa, for six.

Zampa was hammered for 113
runs off his 10 overs, equalling
the record for most runs con-
ceded in a one-day international
set by fellow Australian Mick
Lewis, also against South Africa,
in Johannesburg in 2006.

AFP

Tim Southee

New Zealand's Southee

fractures bone to put
World Cup in doubt

London, United Kingdom - New
Zealand paceman Tim Southee
faces a race against time to be fit
for the World Cup after dislocat-
ing and fracturing a bone in his
right thumb on Friday.

Less than three weeks before
the start of the World Cup in
India, Southee suffered the injury
while dropping a catch off Eng-
land's Joe Root in the final one-
day international of the
four-match series.

Root, who was on eight at the
time, edged Ben Lister to
Southee in the slips.

He immediately looked to be
in pain and left the field to go for
a scan, failing to return.

“An X-ray has confirmed that
Tim Southee dislocated and frac-

tured a bone in his right thumb
while attempting to take a catch
in the 14th over of the first in-
nings,” said a New Zealand team
spokesman.

“A timeline for his recovery
will be established tomorrow
when he undergoes further as-
sessment.”

New Zealand begin their
World Cup campaign against de-
fending champions England in
Ahmedabad in the opening game
of the tournament on October 5.

Southee, 34, named this
week in an experienced New
Zealand squad for the tourna-
ment, had taken 214 wickets in
156 ODIs before Friday's match
at Lord's.

AFP

England's Malan proud to silence
critics with century against Kiwis

London, United Kingdom - Eng-
land's Dawid Malan said he was
delighted to silence his critics
after blasting a match-winning
century in his side's 100-run win
against New Zealand on Friday.

Jos Buttler's team scored 311-
9 from their 50 overs before dis-
missing the Black Caps for 211 at
Lord's to win the four-match se-
ries 3-1.

Malan was last month named
in England's provisional World
Cup squad for the tournament
that starts in India next month.

But some pundits argued his
place in the world champions'
squad was under threat, with
young gun Harry Brook pushing
for selection.

Malan, named player-of-the
series after scores of 54, 96 and
127 in his three innings, said it
was nice to prove himself.

“I got the call | was going to
the World Cup and then obvi-
ously there was a little bit of
noise leading up to it. But that's
part and parcel of World Cups,
and part and parcel of being a
professional cricketer,” he said.

“Until you're on the plane you
never really know if you're on it
or not. It's satisfying from my
point of view to be able to silence

England's Dawid Malan plays a shot during their fourth ODI against New Zealand on Friday (AFP)

some people who always have
some negative things to say but
my job is to score runs.

“As long as | can keep doing
that hopefully | can keep the sup-
port from the changing room be-
cause | always felt that from the
guys that matter inside there.”

Malan averages an impressive
61in 21 0DlIs, but said it was hard
to win a place in a side packed
with white-ball batting stars such
as Joe Root, Ben Stokes and Jos

Buttler. “It's incredibly tough and
you have to score runs. | guess
whenever there is a spot under
scrutiny there are always going
to be guys pushing for those
spots. That's just the territory be-
cause those guys have been so
good for so many years,” he said.

“All'l can do is score runs and
hope that matters. From a per-
sonal point of view | feel I've been
pretty consistent in both white-
ball formats when I've been given

the opportunity.”

Malan, who missed the sec-
ond match of the ODI series for
the birth of his second child, said
he would be on baby-sitting duty
when he returned home.

The baby is named Dawid -
the fifth generation the name has
been used. "My wife doesn't like
the name so they're calling him
'junior' from what I've been told,”
the 36-year-old joked.

AFP

Guangzhou, China - Profes-
sional women's tennis tourna-
ments return to China on
Monday, less than two years
after the WTA vowed to boy-
cott the country out of concern
for player Peng Shuai and risks
to its players and staff.

The WTA tournament open-
ing Monday in the southern me-
tropolis of Guangzhou will be
the first in mainland China since

2019 - and while no top-20 stars
are expected to attend the tour-
nament, it is set to attract plenty
of attention.

The WTA suspended activi-
ties in China in December 2021,
when former world doubles
number one Peng briefly disap-
peared after making - and then
withdrawing - accusations of
sexual assault against a senior
Chinese leader.

Saying the issue was “bigger
than business”, the tennis body
insisted it would not hold events
in China until Beijing guaranteed
the safety of Peng.

"“Given the current state of af-
fairs, | am also greatly con-
cerned about the risks that all of
our players and staff could face
if we were to hold events in
China,” WTA chief Steve Simon
said at the time.

Women's tennis returns to China after Peng Shuai boycott

Peng published a long social
media post in November 2021
saying she had been “forced”
into sex during a years-long, on-
and-off relationship with Zhang
Gaoli, a married ex-vice premier
of China 39 years her senior.

She has since denied she ac-
cused anyone of sexual assault
and described the situation as a
"huge misunderstanding”.

AFP

Peng Shuai

Novak Djokovic
Djokovic
powers Serbia

into Davis Cup
quarters

Paris, France - Novak Djokovic
returned to the court just five
days after his historic US Open
title triumph to lead Serbia into
the Davis Cup quarter-finals on
Friday, while Andy Murray
helped Britain edge past Switzer-
land.

World number one Djokovic
eased to a 6-3, 6-4 success
against Alejandro Davidovich
Fokina to give his country an
unassailable 2-0 lead in Valencia
after Laslo Djere's earlier 6-4, 6-
4 win over Albert Ramos-Vino-
las.

It was Djokovic's first appear-
ance in the team competition
since Serbia's semi-final loss to
Croatia in 2021.

The 36-year-old won a
record-equalling 24th Grand
Slam title last weekend with a
straight-sets triumph against
Daniil Medvedev in the US Open
final.

“I'm on cloud nine with every-
thing that has happened recently
on the tennis court,” Djokovic
said.

“Playing for Serbia, for my
country, is something completely
different.”

AFP
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Bangladesh captain Shakib Al Hasan (R) celebrates with Shamim Hossain

after the dismissal of India’s Suryakumar Yadav on Friday (AFP)

Shakib says Bangladesh
‘dangerous’ for World
Cup after India triumph

Colombo, Sri Lanka - Skipper
Shakib Al Hasan on Friday said
Bangladesh will be a “dangerous
side” in the World Cup after they
edged India by six runs for a con-
solation Asia Cup victory.

India, who had already booked
a meeting with Sri Lanka in Sun-
day's final in Colombo, faltered in
their chase of 266 despite a
valiant 121 by opener Shubman
Gill.

Mustafizur Rahman took three
wickets while debutant Tanzim
Hasan Sakib and Mahedi Hasan
claimed two each as Bangladesh
bowled out India for 259 to end
their tournament on a high ahead
of the upcoming ODI World Cup.

“I think we have got a very
good team (for the World Cup),”
man of the Shakib, who scored
80 in Bangladesh's 265-8, said
after the win. “Lot of injuries, and
players coming in and going out
didn't help during this Asia Cup. |
think we will be a dangerous side
in the World Cup.”

India rested their key players
including Virat Kohli and pace
spearhead Jasprit Bumrah in the

inconsequential clash.

“We wanted to give some
game time to the guys, keeping
the bigger picture in mind. Not
compromising on how we
wanted to play this game,” India
skipper Rohit Sharma said after
his first loss in the tournament.

“Get in some players who are
likely to play the World Cup. Axar
batted brilliantly, but couldn't fin-
ish. He showed a lot of character.
Not to forget, Gill's hundred was
brilliant.”

Rohit elected to bowl first to
test their batting under lights,
which has been difficult in the Sri
Lanka leg of the tournament
hosted by Pakistan.

Bangladesh slipped to 59-4
before a 101-run stand between
Shakib and Towhid Hridoy, who
made 54, rebuild the innings and
with lower-order contribution
posted a total which ultimately
proved winning.

Hridoy and Shakib hit back
with regular boundaries before
pace bowler Shardul Thakur re-
turned for a second spell and
bowled Shakib.

MORE THAN A FINAL

Sri Lanka and
India eye Asia
Cup crown
for World Cup
momentum

Colombo, Sri Lanka - Rohit
Sharma'’s India face underdogs
Sri Lanka in Sunday's Asia Cup
final, a crucial momentum-
builder heading into next
month's ODI World Cup.

The cricketing giants have 13
Asian titles between them and
Sri Lanka have a history of sneak-
ing into the tournament’s final -
to the consternation of fans keen
for any showdown between
arch-rivals India and Pakistan.

Bangladesh ended India’s un-
beaten run in the 50-over tour-
nament after edging them out by
six runs in Friday's last Super
Four match.

Shubman Gill hit 121 but his
knock went in vain after India fal-
tered in their chase of 266 in
Colombo, where Sunday’s final
will also be held.

“l don't think it has broken our
momentum,” Gill told reporters
after the narrow defeat.

"We have played good cricket.
Sometimes it happens on these
wickets. | was set and should
have finished off the game.”

Gill said clinching India's
eighth Asia Cup title would give
them “confidence” ahead of the
World Cup starting back home
on October 5.

India began with a washed-
out match in Pallekele against
Pakistan, whose fast bowlers rat-
tled their top order and bowled
them out for 266 in the only in-
nings possible due to rain.

Kuldeep Yadav took four wickets to help India to victory against Sri Lanka in the super four stage and he would be keen to have a say in final as well (AFP)

Big guns Virat Kohli and re-
turning batsman KL Rahul hit
back with centuries in their next
outing against Babar Azam's
team to rack up 356-2 and crush
Pakistan by 228 runs.

India then prevented a gutsy
Sri Lankan chase to book their
place in the final, but Gill said
their opponents were still a
threat.

“We will have to pull up our
socks and be at our 100 percent
to beat them,” he said.

‘Without our

key players’

Sri Lanka, who won the previous
edition of the Asia Cup played in
the T20 format, came in as un-
derdogs and snuck into the Super
Fours with a dramatic win over
Afghanistan.

They soon got into their
groove on home soil and, despite
going down to India, edged out
Pakistan in a knockout match for
their 11th Asia Cup final.

“"We came without our key

players, but still we managed to
make the finals,” skipper Dasun
Shanaka said.

Injuries sidelined Dushman-
tha Chameera and Wanindu
Hasaranga, but others stood up
at crucial junctures.

Kusal Mendis and Charith
Asalanka both hit match-winning
knocks to take the team over the
line in a rain-shortened match
and push a much-favoured Pak-
istan out of the tournament.

Up-and-coming fast bowler

Matheesha Pathirana and left-
arm spinner Dunith Wellalage
have impressed and lead the
tournament’s bowling chart with
11and 10 wickets respectively.

Wellalage rattled India's bat-
ting with five wickets including
the prized scalps of Kohli and
Rohit in their Super Four match
on Tuesday.

But Maheesh Theekshana has
been ruled out of the final due to
an injury which will be a setback.
AFP

CLASSIFIEDS

OPEN POSITIONS

Indian male civil engineer with
over 15 years of experience in
leading an MNC retail company
for Interier fitout, project, prop-
erty management, QS and facil-
ity management with valid
Oman driving licence seeking a
suitable placement.

Contact: +968-91252058

MATRIMONIAL

A Christian orthodox male
from Kottayam in Kerala, 32
years, 173cm tall, MBA, work-
ing as an accounts executive at
a leading FMCG in Oman, is
looking for a suitable alliance
from a God-fearing, middle-
class family.

Contact: +968-98960759

A three room flat in the ground
floor in Al Mahaj area, Al Amerat,
is available for rent.

Contact: +968-95320202

SEND
YOUR
REQUEST
FOR

Birthday/Anniversary
wishes to
wish@apexmedia.co.om
with your resident
card copy
(It's free of cost)

Require qualified & experienced male
1)Multicuisine “Cook”(Chef De Parte)
2)Baker
for a high-profile family in Oman

» Should have a minimum of 5 years of culinary experience and working in a
formal household would be an asset.

intolerance.

» Prepare and develop recipes in accordance with the family and guest’s
nutritional needs and dietary restrictions such as lactose and gluten

» Prepare daily meals for the family (Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner).

effective communication skills.

» Able to cook for events and formal dinner parties.
» Able to take full responsibility for the running of the kitchen and have

- Be able to work alongside a team of household staff and as kitchen
assistants that provide the highest level of service for the family.

working condition.

» Ensure all kitchen equipment and appliances are kept clean and in proper

health & safety.

» Be creative, hardworking & have exceptional standards for cleanliness,

Role carries an excellent salary,accommodation, food, annual leave with
air ticket to hometown and medical insurance as per Oman Labor law.

Kindly send a CV with a recent photo to:
farmchefoman@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED LISTINGS

Muscat Daily offers a variety of classified listings for individuals and establishments:

Situations Vacant/Wanted, Accommodation Wanted or Available, Sale of Household Items, Cars
for Sale or Wanted, Matrimonial Alliances, etc
Please email your listing to dailyclassifieds@apexmedia.co.om or call: 99104346

¢ Fleet of 2,000 vehicles

Muscat 9014 6672, 9679 0684
Sohar 9731 6218 | Salalah 9429 9325

www.orbit-oman.com

¢ Choose from a wide range
of brands & models

* PDO, OXY and BP spec
vehicles available

¢ Attractive rates for short-term
& long-term lease

£

w9l

:® ORBIT

Car Rental & Lease

The most efficient and authentic
Ayurvedic Treatment & Medicine,
Yoga, Kalari, Panchakarma, Massage,
Dhara etc... Rehabilitation, Beauty
therpay & post Delivery Care

Zaher Building ,1st Floor, Flat 8A,

Al Khuwair Service Road ,near Al Zawawi
Mosque & Burger-king Tel:24475280,
GSM: 95371664 , 92504980,
Website:www.siddhayur.com
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ABSTRACT MASTER

n unprecedented collec-

tion of paintings by 20th

century abstract master

Nicolas de Stael have

een gathered for a show

that opened in Paris on Friday - includ-

ing several even his own children have
never seen.

The exhibition at the Museum of
Modern Art includes some 200 paint-
ings by de Stael, a key figure in France's
postwar art scene. They include several
that have never shown in public
because the prolific de Stael was
hugely popular with private collectors
from an early stage of his career.

The collection has been pieced

Stael’s

RARELY SEEN WORKS BY ABSTRACT
MASTER NICOLAS DE STAEL ARE
ON DISPLAY AT THE MUSEUM OF
MODERN ART, IN PARIS, FOR THE
NEXT FOUR MONTHS

style

together from 65 private lenders
spread across France, Switzerland,
Britain, Belgium and the United States,
curator Pierre Wat told AFP.

Around 15 have never been seen by
de Stael's children, including master-
pieces like 'Flowers' from 1952 - a pe-
riod when US collectors in particular
were snapping up his work.

Born into an aristocratic family in

Nicolas de Stael’s entire
life was research,
experimentation, and the
demand for absolute

freedom

PIERRE WAT, curator

Petrograd (now Saint Petersburg) in
1914, de Stael's parents fled the Russian
Revolution, only for both to die in
poverty and illness in Poland.

Taken in by a Belgian industrialist, he
trained in painting against the advice of
his adoptive parents and travelled
across France and North Africa as a
young man, perfecting his skills.

De Stael enlisted in the Foreign Le-
gion in 1939 but was demobilised in
1940 and ended up in Paris where he
became immersed in the abstract
movement, particularly through a
friendship with Georges Braque.

Most of his work was condensed
into a dozen years up to his death by
suicide in 1955, but was nonetheless
marked by several radical changes in
style.

"He constantly changed his way
of painting, evolving radically towards
abstraction from 1942," said co-curator
Charlotte Barat-Mabille. The blocky,
heavily textured and deceptively
simple works quickly proved popular
with buyers.

Trips to the south of France and later
Sicily helped shift him towards land-
scapes with bolder, sunnier colours
that are among the highlights of the
current exhibition.

One stand-out is the huge canvas,
'Parc des Princes' based on one of the
first nighttime football matches in Paris,
which sold for 20 million euros to a pri-
vate collector a decade ago.

Gustave de Stael was only one-
year-old when his father killed him-
self.He says studying the work helped
him come to terms with his father's
decision.

"I think he said everything he had to
say, and then he left. He was a very
happy and accomplished man as a re-
sult. You can't constantly require your-
self to improve as you get older," Wat
told AFP. He agrees that de Stael was
someone entirely dedicated to painting.

"His entire life was research, exper-
imentation and the demand for ab-
solute freedom," he said.

Ever-conscious of his legacy, the
painter destroyed countless works, es-
pecially from his earlier days.His son
thinks there are around 1,100 paintings
still in existence with roughly as many
drawings.

The exhibition runs at the Museum
of Modern Art, in Paris, until January 21.
AFP
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olombia's most famous artist, Fer-
nando Botero, 91, left behind an unpar-
alleled legacy of voluptuous
depictions of people and animals

- his artistic depictions were not just ro-
bust in form but also thought-provoking.

Botero's works of plump and slightly
surreal forms - often with a touch of
satire or political commentary - are enor-
mously popular and have been displayed
in cities around the world, including Bo-
gota, Madrid, Paris, Singapore and
Venice.

"Fernando Botero, the painter of our
traditions and defects, the painter of our
virtues, has died," president Gustavo
Petro posted on social media.

Tributes poured in for the painter, and
his hometown - Medellin - declared a
week of mourning, with Mayor Daniel
Quintero saying his works on display in

that city 'will live forever'.

The artist's daughter, Lina, said he died
in Monaco, where he had been living,
after developing pneumonia in recent
days. "He continued painting until the
end," despite a battle with Parkinsons
disease which made it hard to walk and
communicate, she added.

Botero - who had been dubbed the 'Pi-
casso of Latin America' - was a passion-
ate and tireless artist, with an oeuvre of
more than 3,000 paintings and 300
sculptures.

Even in his later years, he said he was
working 10 hours a day. "I work more
now perhaps because | know that there
is so little time left," he said an interview
with AFP in 2012, the year of his 80th
birthday. "l often think about death and it
saddens me to leave this world and not
be able to paint more. | love it so much."

VOLUPTUOUS ART

¢ .
P asSSo
of Latin America

)

COLOMBIAN ARTIST
FERNANDO BOTERO,
WHO DIED AT THE AGE
OF 91 LAST WEEK, WAS
KNOWN FOR HIS
VOLUPTUOUS ART

Mayor Quintero said Botero would be
buried in Pietrasanta, Italy, alongside his
wife, the Greek artist Sophia Vari, who
died earlier this year.

World travels

Botero was drawn to art at a young age
and by 15 was selling his paintings of bulls
and matadors at the La Macarena bull-
fighting ring in Colombia's second-largest
city, Medellin, where he was born on
April 19,1932, the son of a modest trav-
elling salesman.

After a first solo exhibition in Bogota
in the 1950s, Botero left for Europe, trav-
elling to Spain, France and Italy, where he
discovered classical art. He moved on to
Mexico, becoming influenced by its mu-
ralists, and then to New York in 1960, ar-
riving with '$200 in my pocket’, he said
in the 2012 interview.

It was there that he met a German art

Colombian artist Fernando Botero

Musicians play in front of the sculpture ‘Cabeza’ (Head)
by Fernando Botero, at the Botero Square in front of the
Antioquia Museum in Medellin, Colombia

curator who organised triumphant exhi-
bitions in Germany in the 1970s, launch-

An image of Fernando Botero is displayed at the entrance of the Antioquia Museum in Medellin, Colombia,

for admirers to pay floral tributes

ing his name.

"I went from being a complete un-
known without even a New York gallery
to being contacted by the biggest mer-
chants in the world," he said.

Volume, not 'fat'

The trademark oversized dimensions of
his work emerged in 1957 in his painting
'Still Life with Mandolin'. He discovered a
new dimension that was more volumi-
nous, more monumental, more extrava-
gant, more extreme.

An admirer of Italian Renaissance art,
he does not accept the interpretation that
his subjects are 'fat'.

"If | paint a woman, a man, a dog or a
horse, | always do with this idea of the
volume. It is not that | have an obsession
with fat women," he said in an interview
with daily Spanish newspaper El Mundo
in 2014.

Sculpture became a major component
of his work, developed at a renowned
Italian center of sculpture, Pietrasanta.
He lived in that Tuscan town as well as

[ often think about
death and it saddens
me to leave this
world and not be
able to paint more

FERNANDO BOTERO

Monaco, New York and other cities, with
regular holidays in Colombia.

Botero said he was inspired by beauty
but also the troubles of his native country,
gripped by armed conflict for more than
50 years.

In 1995 a powerful bomb placed at his
sculpture 'The Bird', in Medellin, killed
around 30 people and wounded scores.
Botero donated a replica to stand beside
the exploded sculpture and called 'Bird of
Peace'in 2000.

Some of his work portrays scenes of

Colombian guerrilla fighters, earthquakes
and brothels. In a departure, he produced
in the 2000s a series depicting abuse and
torture at the US-run Abu Ghraib prison
in Irag, saying afterward he was driven by
shock and anger.

Generous donator

One of the most-sold artists of his life-
time, Botero also gave away much of his
production, including about 200 paint-
ings and sculptures to Medellin and
many others to the Botero Museum in
Bogota.

In 2007 he donated the 25 paintings
and 22 drawings of his Abu Ghraib series
to the University of California, Berkeley,
while many of his sculptures have fea-
tured in open-air exhibitions around the
world, even travelling to China in 2015.

Experts have estimated the total value
of his artistic donations at more than
US$200mn.

AFP
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