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Zimbabwe on his country’s Independence
Anniversary. In the cable, His Majesty the
Sultan expressed his sincere sentiments and
best wishes to President Mnangagwa and the
people of his country.— oNA
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530 PEOPLE MOV

Expressing gratitude,
the DG extended
thanks to citizens
and residents for
their cooperation in
the rescue efforts

The number of
deaths caused due
to heavy rains

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Responding to hun-
dreds of distress calls following the
recent low-pressure conditions,
which led to heavy rains and flash
floods in Oman, the Royal Oman
Police (ROP) carried out a total of
152 operations leading to the res-
cue of 1,630 individuals over the
past three days across various gov-
ernorates.

The operations were carried out
after the ROP Operations Centre

TOP THREE INSIDE STORIES

OMAN
Passenger numbers
up at Oman airports

The number of passengers
1through the airports
of Oman by the end of
February 2024 rose by 21.8% to
2.71mn, compared to 2.23mn
passengers by the end of
February 2023.>A3

OMAN
Forum to combat
human trafficking

Oman hosted the Forum

to Combat Human

Trafficking in the Middle
East. Sayyid Badr Hamad Al
Busaidi, Foreign Minister,
received heads of committees
tasked with combating human
trafficking >A5

MARKET
Oman exports 52.4mn
barrels of oil in Feb.

Statistics issued by
3 the National Centre

for Statistics and
Information indicate that the
total quantity of Oman’s oil
exports by the end of February
2024 stood at 52.43mn barrels
by February 2024. >B1

Missing people
for whom search
is still ongoing

'

and Operation Departments were
inundated with distress calls.
These calls have ranged from re-
ports of individuals stranded in
rainwater or vehicles to requests
for aid and reports of fire incidents.

Besides the rescue operations
across different governorates, the
operations were done alongside
the crucial role in transporting
medical crews.

Tragically, amid these efforts, 19
lives were lost, with four individu-
als still unaccounted for. Brigadier
Mohammed bin Nasser Al Kindi,

e

Director General of Operations,
acknowledged the relentless dedi-
cation of ROP personnel deployed
across affected areas. Their efforts
not only included rescue opera-
tions but also encompassed traffic
regulation, security maintenance,
and restoring normalcy, achieved
through close collaboration with
governmental agencies and pri-
vate entities. He highlighted the
tireless efforts of the Directorate
General of Operations, particu-
larly the Operations Centre and
departments in governorates,

Millimetre :
of rainfall '
| inMahdha

which operate ceaselessly to pro-
vide timely responses in coordi-
nation with other ROP forma-
tions and units.

Expressing gratitude, the Di-
rector General extended thanks
to citizens and residents for their
cooperation and assistance in res-
cue efforts. He also issued a stern
reminder for everyone to exercise
utmost caution, especially with
children, urging them to refrain
from swimming in areas affected
by running waters caused by wadis.

Meanwhile, in response to the

Be’ah removes 31,000 tonnes of
waste during Eid Al Fitr holidays

MUSCAT: Throughout the cel-
ebration of Eid Al Fitr in 2024,
Oman Environmental Services
Holding Company’s (be’ah) engi-
neered landfills saw an influx of
over 31,000 tonnes of municipal
and slaughter waste, marking a
13 percent rise from the usual
intake. To tackle this substantial
rise, proactive measures were im-
plemented, including the deploy-
ment of extra skips, machinery,
and personnel

Extensive strategy

Eng. Mohsin Mohammed Al Bar-
wani, GM of MSW Planning &
Service Optimisation at be’ah,
affirmed that the company set an
extensive strategy in partnership
with service providers across all
Governorates.

This strategy was designed to
address the anticipated surge in
waste volumes during the Eid fes-
tivities. The approach included
the strategic placement of sizable
skips designated for slaughter
waste, calibrated to the demo-

graphic scale and accessibility of
various communities.

Moreover, it involved augment-
ing the regularity of skip clear-
ance and waste collection, as well
as bolstering on-site supervision
to maintain service excellence
during the Eid holidays.

He said, “The quantities of mu-
nicipal solid waste and slaughter
waste received at the company’s
landfills during the period from
9 to 13 April exceeded 31,000
tonnes, representing an increase
0f' 13% compared to the quantities
of waste received during normal
days. Slaughter waste contributed
significantly to the increase in the
quantities of waste received, in
addition to a significant increase
in a few other types of municipal
solid waste quantities.” >A3

Millimetre
of rainfall in
Muscat

prevailing weather conditions, the
Ministry of Education has empow-
ered director-general’s of education
across all governorates to assess
each school’s situation and deter-
mine the official duty mechanism
for Thursday, 18 April 2024. This
measure aims to ensure the safety
of students and teaching staff.

The decision follows the dili-
gent follow-up conducted by the
National Committee for Emer-
gency Management at the Minis-
try of Education on the weather’s
impacts.

GAZA
— DEATH—
TOLL

as of April 17, 2024

Deaths

3,899 &

Injured

76,664
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Pact inked to complete phase one of
OMR79mn Al Batinah Coastal Road

The project assumes
special significance
due to the fact that
it connects Khazaen
economic zone

with adjoining
wilayats and the
Port of Al Suwaiqg

MUSCAT: The Ministry of
Transport, Communications and
Information Technology today
signed an agreement to the tune
of OMR79 million for the design,
implementation and finalisation
of the first phase of Al Batinah
Coastal Road.

The agreement was concluded
within the context of a drive to de-
velop the transport and logistics
sector to activate its role in serving
the national economy.
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The agreement was signed by
Eng. Said Hamoud Al Maawali,
Minister of Transport, Communi-
cations and Information Technol-
ogy, and Mohammed Abdullatif,
General Manager of Consolidated
Contractors Company Oman that
undertakes the project. The cer-
emony was attended by Eng. Badr
Salim Al Maamari, Secretary Gen-
eral of the Tender Board.

-
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Eng. Said told reporters that
the project assumes special sig-
nificance due to the fact that it
connects Khazaen economic zone
with adjoining wilayats and the
Port of Al Suwaiq.

The minister said that Al Bati-
nah Coastal Road will ease traf-
fic jams in the wilayats of Barka,
Al Musanaa and Al Suwaiq, be-
sides connecting the area with
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the wilayats of Liwa and Shinas.
This will have a positive economic
impact on the local economy, the
minister added.

He explained that the remaining
parts of the road (a 111km stretch
from Al Suwaiq to Sohar) will be-
gin to be implemented after the
completion of compensations for
those whose properties are affect-
ed by the project.

The agreement provides for
paving the remaining parts of the
carriageway from Barka and Al
Suwaig, the construction of a flyo-
ver to replace Al Suwaiq rounda-
bout. It also includes the comple-
tion of the first part of the first
phase (30km that includes 22km
from Barka to Al Suwaiq Port and
8km for the part from Sohar Port
to Khatmat Milaha. It includes
the construction of four bridges
across wadis (valleys), 67 culverts
and service roads on both sides of
the road.

The agreement also covers the
construction of a 4-km dual car-
riageway from Barka flyover to
Barka Souq (marketplace) and a

6-km link to the Wilayat of Al Su-
waiq, including the construction
of Al Suwaiq flyover across Al Bati-
nah Highway:.

It is worth noting that Al Bati-
nah Coastal Road project begins
from the Wilayat of Barka and ends
at Khatma Milaha in the Wilayat
of Shinas. It is a 244km road that
consists of two phases. The first
phase includes two parts, the first
of which starts from Al-Naseem
Interchange in the Wilayat of Bar-
ka to Al Suwaiq Port (66km) and
the second starts from Sohar Port
to Khatmat Milaha (67km). The
second phase of Al Batinah Coast
Road extends 111km from from Al
Suwaiq Port to Sohar Port. —ona
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Number of passengers through
Oman’s airports soars by 21.8%

The number of passengers through Muscat

International Airport by the end of February

2024 reached about 2.46 million, constituting

an increase of 22.9 percent, by the end of
February 2024, NCSI data reveals

MUSCAT: The number of pas-
sengers through the airports of
the Sultanate of Oman by the end
of February 2024 increased by
21.8 percent, recording 2.71 mil-
lion passengers, compared to 2.23
million passengers by the end of
February 2023, according to pre-

liminary statistics issued by the
National Centre for Statistics and
Information (NCSI).

The number of passengers
through Muscat International
Airport by the end of February
2024 reached about 2,463,856,
constituting an increase of 22.9

percent, who travelled on board
16,996 flights, comprising an in-
crease in the number of flights
by 16.4 percent. Out of the flights,
15,678 were international flights,

Al 93% Increase seen in A’Dhahirah
North A'Shargiyah and Al Buraimi

Al Barwani further pointed out,
“The highest increase of waste
received this Eid was in the Gov-
ernorates of A’Dhahirah, North
A’Shargiyah and Al Buraimi with
an increase of 93% in these Gov-
ernorates.”. He further explained,
“A positive change has been ob-
served in the community’s overall

awareness in dealing with slaugh-
ter waste and disposing of it in
designated areas, as a result of the
efforts made by be’ah through its
awareness campaigns before and
during the Eid, focusing on the
correct behaviour in dealing with
slaughter waste and preserving
the environment.”

carrying 2,288,119 passengers, and
1,318 were domestic flights carry-
ing 175,737 passengers.

Indians topped the number of
passengers through Muscat In-

ternational Airport during Feb-
ruary 2024, with 75,521 arrivals
and 70,951 departures, followed
by Bangladeshi nationality with
15,867 inbound passengers, 20,980

outbound passengers, and Paki-
stani nationality with 23,803 ar-
riving passengers and 21,740 de-
parting passengers.

The number of passengers
through Salalah Airport reached
232,077 passengers, an increase
of 10.1%, who travelled on board
1,572 flights, an increase in flights
by 6.1%. The number of inter-
national flights through Salalah
Airport reached 840 flights, car-
rying 115,060 passengers, while
the number of domestic flights
reached 732 flights, with 117,017
passengers on board.

The number of passengers
through Sohar Airport reached
11,410 passengers on 110 flights,
while the number of passengers
through Dugm Airport reached
10,492 passengers on 104 flights.

— ONA
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IN GELEBRATING WORLD HERITAGE DAY

The celebration highlights the historical, archaeological sites, and community culture

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Sultanate of
Omanrepresented by the Ministry
of Heritage and Tourism (MHT)
marked the global celebrations of
World Heritage Day, which falls
on 18th April of each year.

This year’s celebration of World
Heritage Day, which comes under
the theme of “Discover and expe-
rience diversity”, coincides with
the launch of the programme of
Sur the Capital of Arab Tourism
for 2024, to highlight the histori-
cal, archaeological sites, and the
community culture in the Wilayat
of Sur as authentic components of
cultural tourism.

Commenting on this occasion
Eng. Ibrahim bin Said Al Kharusi,
Undersecretary of the Ministry of
Heritage and Tourism, for Herit-
age said: “The World Heritage Day
is an opportunity to shed the spot-
light on our ancient cultural herit-
age, which reflects our historical
and civilization roots, as well en-
hances the global understanding
of the diversity of heritage and
encourages cultural interaction
between different societies.”

“The celebration activities will
introduce the tangible and intangi-
ble cultural heritage, enhance the
values of belonging to an authen-
tic, rooted culture, strengthen the
awareness of the importance of
heritage, its protection and pres-
ervation, and encourage the com-
munities’ participation in protect-
ing, documenting and highlighting
heritage globally,” he added.

The celebration also aims to en-
courage cultural heritage research
and discoveries and create a com-
munity partnership to enhance
identity and citizenship.

He clarified that the MHT has
set a programme to celebrate this
occasion at the Wilayat of Sur in
the Governorate of Al Shargiyah
South. The programme includes
an exhibition and educational
workshop for children on the ba-
sics of archaeological excavation,
practical experience in excavat-
ing some pieces, a decoupage ses-
sion by using decoration paper
and writing names with ancient
Omani symbols. He emphasised
that the Ministry of Heritage
and Tourism pays great atten-
tion to protecting and preserving
heritage through documenting
and restoring historical and ar-
chaeological sites, implementing
archaeological excavations, reg-

in the Wilayat of Sur as an authentic cultural tourism component

istering the discovered archaeo-
logical finds, highlighting the sites
globally and rehabilitating his-
torical sites by offering them as
investment projects to contribute
to the growth of the local economy
within the Oman 2040 Vision.
The Ministry of Heritage and
Tourism has registered about
36,000 archaeological sites, while
the number of historical monu-
ments reached 3,525, and the
restored landmarks reached 366
landmarks, till the end of 2023,
across the governorates of the
Sultanate of Oman to protect
them from extinction to remain a
witness of the Omani civilization

throughout the ages.

It is worth noting that, World
Heritage Day, was proposed by
The International Council on
Monuments and Sites ICOMOS)
in 1982, and later approved by the
General Assembly of the United
Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organisation (UN-
ESCO) in 1983. The celebration
aims to enhance awareness of
the importance of human cul-
tural heritage and multiply the
necessary efforts to protect and
preserve heritage while highlight-
ing the co-responsibility among
countries of the world to preserve
human heritage.
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Sayyid Badr receives officials tasked
with combating human traffickin

Sayyid Badr underscored the role of GCC-

Arab committees through the measures

that the panels undertake to spread public

awareness and the exchange of expertise

MUSCAT: The Sultanate of Oman
on Wednesday hosted the 5th ses-
sion of the Government Forum to
Combat Human Trafficking in the
Middle East (2024).

Sayyid Badr Hamad Al Busaidi,
Foreign Minister, received heads
of committees tasked with com-
bating human trafficking, repre-
sentatives of GCC states, Jordan,
Egypt, the GCC Secretariat Gener-
al and representatives of regional
and international organisations
taking part in the forum.

Enactment of national laws
During the meeting, Sayyid Badr
underscored the role of GCC-Arab
committees entrusted with com-
bating human trafficking through
the measures that the panels un-
dertake to spread public aware-
ness, as well as their participa-
tion in regional and international
events, the enactment of national
laws, the exchange of expertise and
experiences and their endeavours
to join ranks to address the phe-
nomenon in amanner that guaran-
tees public security.

Sayyid Badr stressed the need
to strengthen coordination among

those committees and put to prac-
tice the findings of the studies that
they conduct.

Effective contribution

He pointed out that the National
Committee to Combat Human
Trafficking receives the full sup-
port of the government in Oman
due to the committee’s effective
contribution with other institu-
tions of the country.

The meeting also dealt with
prominent topics on the agenda of
the forum which seeks to upgrade
the level of performance of the
committees concerned and realise
the aspirations of the leaders and
peoples of the region.

The forum’s participants ex-
pressed their thanks to the Sultan-
ate of Oman for hosting the 2024
session of the forum, which, they
said, yielded good results.

They also voiced their appre-
ciation for Oman’s cooperation
and continuous support for the
joint GCC-Arab march “within
the framework of the System of
Combating Human Trafficking,
deemed a model of success at the
regional and global levels”. — ona

Oman signs academic connection agreement with UK University

MUSCAT: The Ministry of De-
fence has signed a renewal adden-
dum to the academic connection
agreement between the Military
Technological College and the
University of Portsmouth, as part
of'the two institutions’ existing co-
operation.

Signing ceremony

The signing ceremony took place
during the visit of Dr. Mohammed
Nasser Al Zaabi, Secretary Gen-

DRIVE SLOWER LIVE LONGER

@ ATIMES OF OMAN PUBLIC SERVIGE ANNCUNCEMENT

eral at the Ministry of Defence,
to the United Kingdom where he
held meetings with officials of the
UK Ministry of Defence.

Military delegation
The Secretary General at the Min-
istry of Defence was accompanied
by a military delegation compris-
ing senior officers from the Min-
istry of Defence and the Sultan’s
Armed Forces.

— ONA
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TENDER ANNOUNCEMENT

Mama Dhofar Services invites the specialized companies to participate in the below said Tenders

EOI Number ED| Name

DISC 2024 //M/D0Y

Installaton of HV CT VT Operated
Maters at 11K and 33KV Feeders

Collection of

| Lastoate for
Detumants

2Eth April 2024

Unit Rate Contract for the Network
DHSCS 2024/ M/D02 Extension Projects in Dhofar 2Eth April 2024
Governorate-2024

#  To puchase the tender docwement, send Emaill to purchase @ dhofarservioes. namaam

*  Contractors shall be submitted the price propodal in separate cover and technkcal proposal in separate cover with heading
“COMMERCIAL OFFER B TECHMICAL OFFE

= The propasal doowment should be deposited in the tender bex located at our main office

= In the event of receipt of the EO document on behall of anather company, the inerested in the shove EON document should pravide

dietails of the person’s name and the company details
=  The Contractor shall be registened with NOS, meeting M5E qualification criteria
= alid "CEP Authorized card copy issued by NDS™ Shall only comtider for sssessment

= The Comtractos shall be regstered electrical contractor with Distribution Code Review Panel [DCAP) Oman [D-Grade or above). a valid

“DCRP Regstraton Cernificate” are to be aftached along with the technical docisments

= Far any darificatons contadt us on
Tel No, 23233563

ermail: riyammi@dholarservices.nama, om
naaring LB dholarserviced Anma. om

' .} cl ui Ohotar Integrated Services Companys a0 c =]

i CR Number 2185229 PO Box 2609
nama PC 211 Salalsh - Sultanate of Oman 4
J— Bol s 5 J Phone Mumber 2J032573 Fax 23201181

DHOFAN SERVICES wwesy dhofanerdoes nemaom

I Time & Last Date I
for Proposal
Submission

27th May 2024

2Tth May 2024

et lai dible %
- Ceglual haidiig il g Jall g
Sltanate ol Orun. 30

Minsssry of Transport, Communication and. 7 %
Inkarrration Technology -

Tender Notice

The Internal Tenders Committee at the Ministry of Transport, Communications
and Information Technology
invites for the Following Tender:

| ""sm' BATE COMPANIES
TENDER TENDER NAME DATEOR |, iocKase |[SUBMISSION | WHOSHOULD | oo ey
PUBLISHING DATE PARTICIPATE IN
NUMBER TENDER oy ity PRICE
DOCUMENT '
EXPERIENCED (1504
COMPANIES | OME HUNDRED
AND FIFTY OMANI
| REGISTERED RiAL
mrem |PE SE:EE SEEJ’E"##E oF WITH THE FOR LOCAL
22024 | (WILAYAT ADAM - AL | 17.04-2024 | 30.04-2024 | 27.05:2024 | S InRbey | COMPANIES
GENERAL OF
DAKHILIYYA :
GOVERNORATE) TENBER (154)
BOARD | FIFTEEN OMANI
(FIRST& | RIAL (FOR SME)
SECOND)
MON-
REFUNDABLE

Interested Companies registered with the Secretarial General of Tender Board may obtain
Tender documents from the E-Tendering website: https:/fetendering.tenderboard.gov.om
against non-refundable payment as mentioned above for each set of documents. Tenders
should be submitted online on given website

CORRESPONDAMNCE:

1. Tender Inquiry: All correspondence pertaining to the TENDER Inguiry must be online
at e-Tendering System. (hitps://etendering.tenderboard.gov.om)

2. E-Tendering System Inquiry: All correspondence pertaining to the e-Tendering
System technical support must be directed to the following helpdesk email address and
phone number:

Tel : +968 24402200 e-mall : etenderhd@micit.gov.om

INTERNAL TENDERS COMMITTEE

© 0 © ©a@mtcitoman www. mtcit.gov.om



A6 | THURSDAY, APRIL 18, 2024 TIMES OF OMAN

Oman bag seven more medals

imes:

at GCC Youth Games in UAE

Oman’s rich harvest
of medals continued
on Wednesday

with four more gold
and two silver in
taekwondo and one
gold in sailing’s
Optimist class

MUSCAT: Oman’s rich harvest
of medals at the inaugural GCC
Youth Games continued on the
second day in the UAE with seven
more medals added on Wednes-
day to raise the overall tally to 12.

Oman, which won five medals
including four gold on the inau-
gural day, had another successful
outing with five gold and two sil-
ver medals.

Taekwondo players bagged six
of the medals won on Wednesday
with four gold and two silver in
Fujairah while the sailing team
clinched the gold in the Optimist
class in Abu Dhabi.

Shahnaz Al Ma’awali snatched
a gold medal in the 44 kg compe-
tition with a win over Saudi Ara-
bia’s Seyouf Hassan while Al Ezz
Al Ma’awali won the title in the
68 kg weight class with a win over
Kuwait’s Othman Faris.

Fida Al Barwani picked the
third gold of the day for Oman in
the 52kg class while Abdulrahman
Al Jabri earned the fourth gold.

Two silver medals were won
by Qaboos Al Balushi in the 68 kg
category, going down to UAE’s Mo-
hammed Khaled while Hind Al Bal-
ushi lost to Saudi Arabia’s Amam
Abdullah in the final. After two days
of action the tackwondo team had
pocketed a total of 11 medals.

Oman U17 beat UAE
in football opener
Following the postponement of
the opening match of the football
event due to rains on Tuesday,
Oman beat hosts 2-0 in the re-
scheduled match in Abu Dhabi on
Wednesday.

Oman and UAE were locked in
a goalless stalemate at halftime
before Osama Al Maamari drew
the first blood in the 59th minute.
Ibrahim Al Tamimi made it 2-0 for
Oman in the 84th minute.

Sailing gold
The other gold was won by Oman
sailors in the Optimist class at the
Abu Dhabi Sailing Club.

After an exciting competition,

Oman sailors won the gold in dif-
ficult weather conditions. They
beat Qatar in the first round and
then overcame the hosts UAE in
the final round for the title. The
winning squad comprised Tamim
Al Balushi, Hood Al Nofali, Tarteel
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Al Hassani, Mohammed Al Qasi-
mi, and Khamis Al Mashaykhi.
Meanwhile, the national hand-
ball team arrived on Wednesday
with competition beginning on
Friday. Also chess competition
was postponed, due to the non-ar-

X blocks posts in India on
election commission order

NEW DELHI: Social media plat-
form X has blocked posts in India
involving political speech follow-
ing orders from the country’s elec-
tion commission ahead of upcom-
ing polls, the company said late on
Tuesday.

“In compliance with the orders,
we have withheld these posts for
the remainder of the election pe-
riod,” X said in a statement.

Despite complying, X expressed
disagreement with the action and
maintained that “freedom of ex-
pression should extend to these
posts and political speech in
general.”

The posts, which will be hidden
from Indian audiences during the

election period, included unveri-
fied claims about political oppo-
nents, the Election Commission of
India said in a letter.

Modi critics believe freedom of
expression at risk in India

X, formerly known as Twitter
and owned by Elon Musk, faced a
similar situation in Brazil where
it was asked to block disinforma-
tion-spreading users.

Musk initially threatened to
disregard the Brazilian court or-
der but eventually adhered to it.

The billionaire and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi are ex-
pected to meet his month to ex-
plore investment opportunities
in India.

India election to start
on April 19.

Modi’s critics say that free-
dom of expression in India is di-
minishing. Last year, an Indian
court fined X $61,000 (€57,404)
because the platform initially re-
sisted removing tweets and ac-
counts that criticised the Modi
administration.

India’s ranking in the World
Press Freedom Index has fallen 21
places to 161 out of 180 countries
since Modi took office in 2014.

Tuesday’s announcement came
as India gears up for its general
election starting April 19, involv-
ing nearly 968 million voters.

-DW
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rival of some of the Gulf teams, in-
cluding Oman as flights were post-
poned due to weather conditions.
Weather conditions in Dubai also
led to postponement of athletics
events, which was scheduled to
begin on Wednesday.
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UN appeals for
$2.8 hillion help
for Palestinians

NEW YORK: Andrea De Do-
menico, Head of the UN Hu-
manitarian  Affairs Office
(OCHA) in the occupied Pal-
estinian territories said that
the United Nations (UN) will
launch a $2.8 billion appeal to
help Palestinians in Gaza Strip
and the West Bank.

“With the entire humanitarian
community, we will appeal for
$2.8 billion to support the three
million people identified across
the West Bank and Gaza,” he said
on Wednesday in a video press
conference.

He said that the original re-
quest was for $4 billion “but con-
sidering the limited ability to de-
liver and the space that we have
to do so, we have really focused
on the highest priority.”

Days after the start of the Is-
raeli aggression on the Gaza Strip
on October 7, the United Nations
launched an initial emergency
appeal for $294 million.

That appeal was modified in
early November and raised to
$1.2 billion to meet the most ur-
gent needs of 2.7 million people
in the Palestinian territories, in-
cluding 2.2 million in Gaza and
500,000 people in the West Bank
by the end of 2023.

Aid trucks

Out of 5,000 aid trucks sent to
Gazainthelast month, more than
99.5 per cent were cleared for
entry after inspection by Israeli
authorities.

“This is Israel’s role in the aid
operation - we inspect the aid to
make sure it isn’t carrying items
that can be used by Hamas for
terrorism, and we do it efficient-
ly,” said the agency.

COGAT added that 126 aid
trucks were transferred to north-
ern Gaza and that two bakeries
are operational in northern Gaza
following coordination, supply-
ing over 800,000 pita breads for
the local population.

Also, 72 pallets containing tens
of thousands of packages of aid
were airdropped into northern
Gaza Monday, April 15. In addi-
tion, 4 tankers of cooking gas and
3 tankers of fuel designated for
the operation of essential infra-
structure in Gaza and 9 trucks
with medical aid were trans-
ferred to the Emirati Field Hos-
pital in Gaza on Sunday too.

And 3,204 injured and sick
individuals together with 725
escorts have been evacuated
from the strip since the fighting
began. -ant

‘India’s tariff removal on US
products benefiting farmers’

WASHINGTON, DC: US Trade
Representative Katherine Tai
said on Tuesday that India’s deci-
sion to remove retaliatory tariffs
on several US products has im-
proved access to chickpeas, len-
tils, almonds, walnuts, and apples
and is benefiting farmers across
the country.

In her testimony before the
House Ways and Means Com-
mittee Hearing on the President’s
2024 Trade Policy Agenda, Tai
mentioned that India and the US
resolved the final outstanding
WTO dispute in September last
year, and India agreed to reduce
tariffs on several US products.

“Last June, India and the
United States terminated six
WTO disputes, and India agreed
to remove retaliatory tariffs on
several US products. This means
improved access for chickpeas,
lentils, almonds, walnuts, and
apples, benefiting farmers across
the country, including in Michi-
gan, Oregon, and Washington,”
Katherine Tai said.

“Additionally, in September,
India and the United States re-
solved our final outstanding
WTO dispute, and India agreed
to reduce tariffs on several US
products. This means more mar-
ket access for turkey, duck, blue-
berries, and cranberries, benefit-
ing farmers in North Carolina,
Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Wis-
consin,” she added.

Earlier in September, Kath-
erine Tai announced that India
and the US had agreed to resolve
their last outstanding dispute at
the World Trade Organisation
(WTO) and lower tariffs on cer-
tain US agricultural products,
including frozen turkey, frozen
duck, fresh blueberries, and cran-
berries, frozen blueberries, and
cranberries, dried blueberries,
and cranberries, and processed
blueberries and cranberries.

The announcement came as
US President Joe Biden met
with Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on September 8 in
New Delhi ahead of the G20

Leaders’ Summit.

The joint statement released
by India and the US after the
meeting between the two leaders
said, “The leaders lauded the set-
tlement of the seventh and last
outstanding World Trade Organi-
sation (WTO) dispute between
India and the United States.”

Notably, the six disputes in
the WTO were resolved during
PM Modi’s state visit to the US
in June. India also agreed to re-
duce tariffs on certain US prod-
ucts, including chickpeas, lentils,
almonds, walnuts, apples, boric
acid, and diagnostic reagents.

-ANI
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Human trafficking forum calls
for updating laws to keep pace
with crime rates, techniques

The working group
is envisaged to
devise a roadmap for
implementing the
recommendations of
the forum, besides
following up action
to meet the forum’s

overall goals

MUSCAT: The Government Fo-
rum to Combat Human Trafficking
in the Middle East (2024), hosted
by the Sultanate of Oman, came up
with a number of recommenda-
tions, among them calls for updat-
ing laws to keep pace with human
trafficking crimes and novel tech-
niques that the criminals use to
hide their violations.

The forum, titled “Combating
human trafficking through labour
legislation and procedures”, was
held in Muscat yesterday. It under-
scored the importance of periodi-
cally reviewing the laws in force,
including those directly dealing
with trafficking in persons or
those pertaining to work in private
sectors.

The forum recommended that
statutes should be updated to en-
sure that they keep pace with de-
velopments in crimes and meth-
odologies of committing them, in

addition to expanding supervisory
role of labour inspectors.

The forum stressed the need to
form a technical working group that
comprises representatives of the de-
partments concerned, the Secretari-
at of the Forum, the “United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime” and UN
agencies concerned.

The working group is envisaged
to devise a roadmap for implement-
ing the recommendations of the fo-
rum, besides following up action to
meet the forum’s overall goals.

The opening ceremony of the
forum was held under the auspices
of Dr. Mahad Said Ba’Owain, Min-
ister of Labour.

The event sought to develop a
unified vision to combat human
trafficking in a manner that en-
sures the sustainability and ef-
fectiveness of punitive measures,
training those operating in the
field combating the crime and spe-
cialized assistance for victims.

Sheikh Khalifa Issa Al Harthy,
Undersecretary of the Foreign
Ministry for Political Affairs,
Chairman of the National Com-

mittee to Combat Human Traf-
ficking, said that the Sultanate
of Oman took many measures to
protect workers from exposure to
exploitation or human trafficking.
This approach, he explained, in-
cluded the promulgation of a new
labour law pursuant to Royal De-
cree No. (53/2023). The statute in-
cluded articles prohibiting forced
labour and associated practices, he
added.

Sheikh Khalifa added that other
measures undertaken by Oman in-
cluded the following:

- The formation of a team from
relevant government departments
to enhance bilateral cooperation
with labour exporting countries.
The team visited 10 countries
where it signed memorandums

of understanding in the field of

labour and prevention of human
trafficking.

- The introduction of a Wage
Protection System (an electronic
monitoring tool) was launched.
The system serves as a link be-
tween the Ministry of Labour and
the Central Bank of Oman (CBO)

and helps monitor wage disburse-
ment processes in private sector
establishments. Through the sys-
tem, the authorities concerned
could follow up the extent to which
private enterprises continue to
pay workers their dues in accord-
ance with the provisions of Article
87 of the Labour Law.

- The establishment of a joint
inspection unit serving as a link
between the Ministry of Labour
and the security and safety service.
The unit seeks to enhance the qual-
ity and efficiency of inspection op-
erations and liaising with security
support services. The step helps
the intensification of campaigns to
prevent the employment of loose
labour, as well as the streamlining
of employment procedures.

- The National Committee
to Combat Human Trafficking
launched a National Action Plan
to Combat Human Trafficking
(2024-2026) to boost the Sultan-
ate of Oman’s efforts to prevent
and penalize human trafficking in
its various forms.

- Preparation of a new law to

he Fifth sevsdon of the go
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combat human trafficking after
amending and developing the cur-
rent law.

For his part, Dr. Hatem Ali, GCC
Regional Representative of the
United Nations Office on Drugs
and Crime, expressed his appre-
ciation for the efforts made by
Oman to combat human traffick-
ing through a clear and compre-
hensive methodology in support-
ing victims and raising community
awareness of this crime.

As part of the forum’s activities,
a discussion panel was held on
preventing trafficking in persons
through the enactment of national
laws and regulations, review of the
experiences of participating coun-
tries and study of the challenges
posed to those who operate in the
field of crime prevention. The
discussion panel was attended by
representatives of countries and
international and regional organi-
zations that participated in the
forum.

The discussions touched on
practical measures undertaken
by countries to combat human

trafficking, exchanging ideas and

successful experiences in this
field and studying legal tools and
administrative procedures to ad-
dress the phenomenon of human
trafficking.

The forum provided specific
details about the challenges faced
by participating countries, suc-
cessful experiences and innova-
tive practices that proved effec-
tive in reducing cases of human
trafficking. The participants in the
panel discussion also stressed the
need to enhance international co-
operation to address this danger-
ous phenomenon and protect the
rights of victims.

The forum saw the participa-
tion of ministers, heads and mem-
bers of the committees tasked
with combating human traffick-
ing crimes in GCC states, Jordan,
Egypt, the Secretariat General
of the GCC, the Arab League, the
United Nations Office on Drugs
and Crime, the US Department of
State, the African Union and the
Association of Southeast Asian
Nations. -ona

Dubai Airports issues travel
advisory for passengers

DUBAI: Dubai International
(DXB) is advising passengers not
to come to the airport, unless ab-
solutely necessary due to the un-
precedented weather conditions
in the country.

In a statement, Dubai Airports
said that flights continue to be de-
layed and diverted.

Passengers are advised to con-
tact their respective airlines for
the latest information on flight
status.

Dubai Airports assures passen-
gers that they are working hard
to recover operations as quickly
as possible in very challenging
conditions.

On the same note, Emirates
Airlines has decided to suspend
travel procedures for passengers

departing from Dubai starting
from 8:00 am on Wednesday,
April 17, until midnight on April
18th, due to operational challeng-
esresulting from adverse weather

conditions and road conditions.

Emirates Airlines added that
procedures for passengers arriv-
ing in Dubai and transit passen-
gers will continue. -am

Nawaz Sharif cleared in
Toshakhana vehicle case

KARACHI: The National Ac-
countability Bureau (NAB) has
granted a clean chit to former
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif in
the Toshakhana vehicle refer-
ence, Dawn reported.

The Toshakhana is a govern-
ment department tasked with
storing gifts bestowed upon rul-
ers, parliamentarians, bureau-
crats, and officials by foreign
heads of state and dignitaries.

According to NAB’s allegations,
then-Prime Minister Yousaf Raza
Gilani purportedly facilitated the
retention of vehicles gifted to
Nawaz Sharif and then-President
Asif Ali Zardari by foreign states
and dignitaries.

This allegedly occurred
through the relaxation of proce-
dures related to gift submission
to Toshakhana, aiming to con-
fer illegal benefits to Nawaz and
Zardari, as reported by Dawn.

The accused purportedly re-
tained these vehicles “through

dishonest and illegal means for
their personal benefit and inter-
est,” the reference stated, allow-
ing them to keep the vehicles by
paying a nominal fee of 15 per
cent of the total value.

In June 2020, an account-
ability court issued non-bailable
arrest warrants for Nawaz Sha-
rif, who was abroad at the time.
He challenged the warrants in
the Islamabad High Court but
withdrew the petition shortly
after.

Subsequently, in September
2020, Nawaz Sharif was declared
aproclaimed offender in the case,
prompting an accountability
court to initiate processes for the
confiscation of his properties and
directing NAB to pursue his ar-
rest through Interpol.

However, prior to his return to
Pakistan in October of the same
year, an accountability court
suspended the perpetual arrest
warrants against Nawaz Sha-

rif, granting him bail shortly
afterward.

In November, NAB informed a
Lahore accountability court that
it had recorded Nawaz Sharif’s
statement in the reference, ac-
cording to Dawn.

Today, NAB submitted a report
to an Islamabad accountabil-
ity court following orders to have
Nawaz Sharif join the investiga-
tion. The report indicated that
the vehicle in question, gifted
to Nawaz by the government of
Saudi Arabiain 1997, was initially
submitted to Toshakhana. How-
ever, it was later included in the
federal transport pool.

The report clarified that Nawaz
Sharif purchased the vehicle
from the federal transport pool,
not Toshakhana, in 2008. There-
fore, NAB concluded that the case
lacked relevance to Toshakhana
benefits since the vehicle was not
part of Toshakhana when Nawaz
acquired it. -ant
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Oman drub Kuwait to march into
semis of ACC Men’s Premier Cup

Hosts record fourth
win in a row to top
Group B and set up
semi-final clash with
Hong Kong on Friday

MUSCAT: Oman stormed into
the semi-finals of the ACC Men’s
Premier T20I Cup on Wednesday
with a commanding 46-run win
over Kuwait in a Group B match
at the Oman Cricket Academy
ground.

Oman’s victory propelled them
into the semi-finals with an impec-
cable record of four consecutive
wins, accumulating a maximum of
eight points in the group stage.

All-round display by skipper
Zeeshan Magsood (4/29 and 35)
and Aqib Ilyas (3/14 and 34) and
a record seventh-wicket stand be-
tween Ayaan Khan (45) and Rafi-
ullah (23*) powered Oman’s march
into the semi-finals where they
will take on Hong Kong on Friday.

Chasing 201 to win after Oman
had put up a challenging total of
200/9, Kuwait were off to a flyer as
Clinto Anto and Ravija Sandaru-
wan shared a 45-run stand in just
4 overs. Shakeel Ahmed got the
breakthrough as he cleaned up
Sandaruwan for 23 before Fayyaz
Butt had Anto caught by wicket-
keeper Pratik Athavale in the next
over to stem the run flow.

Anto departed after a quickfire
34 off 15 balls that included three
fours and three sixes.

Ilyas struck off the first ball after
powerplay as he had Adnan Idrees
leg before and Magsood picked his
first of the four victims in the tenth
over as Kuwait slumped from 61/2
to 88/4.

Ilyas got the key wicket of Meet

Bhavsar in the 12th over to trigger
a collapse as Kuwait batters went
back in procession except for Bilal
Tahir who stayed unbeaten on 33.
Captain Maqgsood removed his
counterpart Mohammed Aslam
and Sayed Monib in the same over
and then bowled Nimish Lathiefin
his final over to have Kuwait down

t0 143/9 as they ended up at 154/9.

Besides Magsood and Ilyas,
Fayyaz Butt and Shakeel Ahmed
took a wicket apiece

Earlier, Oman were put to bat
and lost two early wickets with
openers Kashyap Prajapati and
Naseem Khushi back in the hut
with the total 22/2 in the third

Al Nahda go down fighting to
Lebanon’s Al Ahed infirst leg

MUSCAT: Oman’s Al Nahda
went down fighting 1-0 to Leba-
non’s Al Ahed to hand the former
champions’ advantage in the AFC
Cup 2023/24 West Zonal Final in
the first leg of the tie at Karbala
International Stadium in Karba-
la, Irag, on Tuesday.

Al Nahda, coached by Hamad
Al Azani, will now hope to use
home advantage to overturn the
deficit and claim victory when
they host the 2019 champions Al
Ahed in a week’s time with the
aggregate winners facing one of
the Inter-Zone finalists, Central
Coast Mariners and Abdysh-Ata
Kant in the AFC Cup final.

Al Nahda wasted no time in
showing their attacking intent
with Congolese forward Walter
Bwalya finding space behind the
Al Ahed defence inside the first
60 seconds of the match, control-
ling along pass and shooting from
a tight angle, but goalkeeper Mo-
stafa Matar produced a confident
save.

The Lebanese side then took
the initiative, threatening on mul-
tiple occasions within the first
half hour. Hussein Al Zein saw
his cross-cum-shot collected by
goalkeeper Ibrahim Al Mukhaini,
while Mohammed Haidar fed
Mohammad Al Marmour with a
through pass, only for the latter to
scuff his shot with only the goal-
keeper to beat.

Karim Darwich was left hold-
ing his head in disbelief after
he was set-up by a fine Al Mar-

mour cross which he met with an
unchallenged header that he
sent straight into the arms of the
keeper when it was easier to
score.

The forward thought he had
opened the scoring in the final
minutes of the first half when he
latched onto a fine defence-split-
ting pass and slotted home past
the goalkeeper, only for the lines-
man to raise his flag, ruling Dar-
wich offside.

With very much the first attack
after the restart, Al Ahed took
the lead thanks to Mohammed
Al Hallak who was perfectly po-
sitioned to receive Walid Shour’s
exquisite pass inside the box and
turned it into the back of the net
for the opener.

Al Nahda looked to hit back
and once more their most danger-
ous player was Bwalya who had
a golden opportunity to equalise
when he beat his marker to reach
Billel Bensaha’s cross from the
right and aimed his header to-
wards the top corner, only to be
denied by the Al Ahed keeper.

Defender Abdulaziz Khalfan
tried his luck from distance on
a couple of occasions, but his ef-
forts lacked accuracy as frustra-
tion grew for the Omani team.

A string of half chances fol-
lowed but a combination of good
defensive organisation from Al
Ahed and lack of concentration
from Al Nahda meant Al Hallak’s
goal remained the difference at
the end of the first leg.

over. Skipper Zeeshan Magsood
and Aqib Ilyas then rebuilt the in-
nings with a 50-run third-wicket
partnership as Oman finished the
powerplay at 47/2.

The 50-run stand came off 42
balls before Ilyas was dismissed
for 34 in the 10th over. Magsood
was next to go for 35 with Oman
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at 92/4. Khalid Kail and Pratik
Athavale were out for 15 each as
Oman were struggling at 130/6.

A brilliant record-breaking sev-
enth-wicket partnership between
Ayaan Khan and Rafiullah took
the attack to the rival camp as they
shared a 63-run stand, the highest
for seventh-wicket in T20Is. They
bettered the previous stand of 57
between Khurran Nawaz and Na-
seem Khushi. Their 50-run stand
came off just 15 balls with Ayaan
on 27 and Rafiullah on 21.

Ayaan was out for 20-ball 45 that
included four sixes and two bound-
aries and Rafiullah stayed unbeaten
on 23 off 11 balls with three hits to
the ropes and one maximum as
Oman finished at 200/9.

Three of Oman batters - Khushi,
Athavale and Fayyaz Butt were
run out, something coach Duleep
Mendis would be worried about.

Adnan Idrees and Mohammed
Aslam picked two wickets each.

In the semi-finals, Oman will
take on Hong Kong after the latter
finished second in Group A behind
Nepal.

@]
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Both Hong Kong and Qatar
were tied with four points each
after four games, but Hong Kong’s
seven-wicket win over Malaysia
on Wednesday helped them gain a
better net run-rate and scrape into
the semis.

Nepal won their fourth succes-
sive match on Wednesday with a
six-wicket win over Saudi Arabia
in a rain-curtailed match of eight
overs a side.

UAE will take on Nepal in the
other semi-final, with both match-
es scheduled on Friday.

UAE handed Cambodia a lesson

as they won by nine wickets, rac-
ing to 79/1 in just 5.1 overs after
bowling the rivals out for paltry 76
in 19 overs. UAE finished with six
points while Kuwait came third
with four points.
Brief scores: Oman 200/9 (Aqib
Ilyas 34, Zeeshan Magsood 35,
Ayaan Khan 45, Rafiullah 23%;
Adnan Idrees 2/31, Mohammed
Aslam 2/32) beat Kuwait 154/9
(Clinto Anto 34, Bilal Tahir 33%
Zeeshan Magsood 4/29, Aqgib
Ilyas 3/14).

Buttler's unbeaten 107 leads
Rovals to victory off final ball

KOLKATA: Jos Buttler hit an
unbeaten 107 to lead Rajasthan
Royals to a thrilling final-ball win
in pursuit of 224 against Kolkata
Knight Riders at Eden Gardens on
Tuesday.

England’s white-ball captain
struggled for his touch early on but
burst into life when the seventh
wicket fell.

He faced every ball in the last
three overs and scored the single
needed from the last ball to seal a
two-wicket win.

The Royals chase was the joint-
highest in the IPL and puts Royals
top of the table.

Buttler, who scored 100 not out
against Royal Challengers Banga-
lore 10 days ago, edged and mis-
timed his way to 42 from his first
33 balls - and the Royals needed
96 from the last 36 balls as wickets
fell around him.

Rovman Powell struck an im-
portant 26 from 13 balls but he
was trapped lbw in the 17th over
by Sunil Narine - who had hit a
brilliant 109 in Kolkata’s 223-6 -
leaving the Royals seven down and
Buttler without any frontline bat-
ters to partner.

Buttler started the 18th by hit-
ting Mitchell Starc for a straight
six - and later in the over, his Eng-
land team-mate Phil Salt, Kolka-
ta’s wicketkeeper, let one through
his gloves from the Australian
left-armer, which ran away for five
crucial wides.

Trent Boult sacrificed his wick-
et with a run out to allow Buttler to
keep the strike throughout Starc’s
over and the opener hit seamer
Harshit Rana for two more sixes
in the 19th to leave nine runs re-
quired from the last.

A six from the first ball took But-
tler to three figures from 55 balls
before he turned down singles
from the next three balls to protect
No.10 Avesh Khan.

With three needed from two
balls, Buttler raced back for two
and flicked the final delivery off his
pads to complete the win.

Earlier, as good as Buttler was,
though, Narine just had less sup-
port from his team-mates.

Though known as a powerplay
aggressor, he let Phil Salt and An-

gkrish Raghuvanshi take the lead
early on, before blooming in the
middle overs against the spinners.
He smacked R Aswhin for two
sixes, and Yuzvendra Chahal for
three, as both those bowlers con-
ceded in excess of 12 an over.

It was Narine’s fours, though,
that truly powered his innings. He
hit 13 of them, all but four of them
on the off side.

Although Narine had been im-
pressive through the middle overs,
he also accelerated towards the
death. He hit 35 runs off the last 14
balls he faced.

Most impressively, he motored
from 79 to KKR’s third IPL hun-
dred in the space of one Chahal
over, in which he crashed two sixes
and two fours.

Rinku Singh provided some
closing fireworks to the KKR in-

nings, but Narine’s best stand had
been the 85-run second-wicket
partnership with  Raghuvan-
shi, who made only 30 of those
runs. Such was Narine’s early
dominance.

Later, Shreyas Iyer, the Kolkata

Knight Riders captain, was fined
after his team maintained a slow
over-rate against Rajasthan Roy-
als in their last-ball defeat at Eden
Gardens on Tuesday. As it was
KKR’s first offence of the season -
in six games - Iyer was fined INR
12 lakh.
Brief scores: Kolkata Knight
Riders 223/6 (Sunil Narine 109,
Angkrish Raghuvanshi 30; Avesh
Khan 2-35, Sen 2-46) lost to Ra-
jasthan Royals 224/8 (Jos Buttler
107*, Riyan Parag 34; Sunil Narine
2-30, Varun Chakravarthy 2-36,
Harshit Rana 2-45) - Agencies
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OMAN CRUDE PRICE RISES

The price of Oman oil has increased,
with prices for delivery by June 2024
reaching $90.50, said Dubai Mercantile
Exchange (DME). The DME statement
said that the price of Oman oil rose by 8
cents from the price of Tuesday, which
was $90.42. - ona

MSX INDEX ENDS LOWER

The MSX index closed at 4,722.93 points,
down by 0.31 per cent from previous
close. The Sharia Index ended down by
0.80 per cent at 448.26 points. Muscat
Thread Mill, up 9.88 per cent, was the
top gainer while Construction Materials,

down 9.80 per cent, was the top loser.

Oman exports 52.4 million barrels
of oil by the end of February 2024

The data indicated
that total oil exports
recorded an increase
of 5.5 percent at the
end of February 2024
compared to the end
of February 2023

MUSCAT: Statistics issued by
the National Centre for Statistics
and Information indicate that
the total quantity of the Sultan-
ate of Oman’s oil exports by the
end of February 2024 stood at
52,430,300 barrels, calculating the
average price of a barrel at $80.2,
as oil exports constituted 87.2 per
cent of the total production, which
amounted to 60,073,100 barrels.
The data indicated that total oil
exports recorded an increase of
5.5 percent at the end of February
2024 compared to the end of Feb-

ruary 2023, when total exports at
that time reached 49,713,300 bar-
rels, in parallel with a decrease
in production by 4.3 percent, as
production recorded at the end of

Stable outlook for key
Indian banks amid
economic turbulence

NEW DELHI: Fitch Ratings has
reaffirmed the stable outlook for
several major Indian banks, in-
cluding Canara Bank, State Bank
of India (SBI), Bank of Baroda
(BOB), Punjab National Bank
(PNB), and Union Bank of India.

The ratings agency affirmed
various credit ratings for these
institutions, signaling confidence
in their financial stability despite
ongoing economic challenges.

In its latest assessment, Fitch
Ratings affirmed Canara Bank’s
Long-Term Issuer Default Rat-
ing (IDR) at ‘BBB-’ with a stable
outlook. Additionally, the agency
affirmed Canara Bank’s Viability
Rating (VR) at ‘bb-" and Govern-
ment Support Rating (GSR) at
‘bbb-". This reaffirmation under-
scores Fitch’s positive outlook on
Canara Bank’s ability to navigate
the current economic landscape.

Similarly, Fitch Ratings main-
tained the stable outlook for State
Bank of India (SBI), India’s largest
public sector bank. SBI's Long-
Term IDR was affirmed at ‘BBB-,
along with its Viability Rating
(VR) at ‘bb’ and Government Sup-

port Rating (GSR) of ‘bbb-".

This reaffirmation reflects
Fitch’s confidence in SBI’s robust
position in the banking sector.

Furthermore, Fitch Ratings
affirmed the Long-Term Issuer
Default Ratings (IDRs) of Bank of
Baroda (BOB) and its subsidiary,
Bank of Baroda (New Zealand)
Limited (BOB NZ), at ‘BBB-’ with
a stable outlook. BOB’s Viabil-
ity Rating (VR) was reaffirmed at
‘bb-’, along with its Government
Support Rating (GSR) of ‘bbb-".

Additionally, BOB NZ’s Share-
holder Support Rating (SSR)
was affirmed at ‘bbb-’, indicating
Fitch’s positive assessment of
BOB's overall financial health.

Punjab National Bank (PNB)
also received affirmation from
Fitch Ratings, with its Long-
Term IDR maintained at ‘BBB-’
and a stable outlook.

PNB’s Viability Rating (VR)
was affirmed at ‘b+’, while its Gov-
ernment Support Rating (GSR)
remained at ‘bbb-’. This reaffir-
mation underscores Fitch’s con-
fidence in PNB'’s resilience amid
economic challenges. -am

February 2023 about 62,750,100
barrels.

The total production of crude oil
decreased by 6.8 percent, reaching
by the end of February 2024 about

46,025,800 barrels, while the total
production of oil condensates in-
creased by 5.2 percent, recording
14,047,300 barrels, while the av-
erage daily oil production reached

1,001,000 barrels until the end of
February 2024.

China topped the countries im-
porting oil from the Sultanate of
Oman, with total exports amount-

ing to 51,429,700 barrels; an in-
crease of 15.6 percent compared to
the end of February 2023, followed
by Japan with 1,000,600 barrels, a
decrease of 21.1 percent. - ona

Oman LNG signs agreement with
Shell to deliver 1.6 MTPA annually

MUSCAT: Oman LNG announced
the signing of a Sales and Purchase
Agreement (SPA) with Shell In-
ternational Trading Middle East
Limited (SITME) to deliver a total
of up to 1.6 million metric tonnes
per annum of LNG for 10 years
starting from 2025.

The agreement comes as a new
step in the steadfast collaboration
between the two companies, with
Shell becoming the largest off-tak-
er of LNG from Oman LNG.

Commenting on this agreement,
Hamed Mohammed Al Nuamani,
CEO of Oman LNG- said, “This
Sales and Purchase Agreement
means Shell will become our larg-
est term buyer and solidifies a
crucial relationship with a major
industry partner. It not only un-
derscores the trust and confidence
Shell has in LNG from Oman but
also strengthens our collabora-
tions and opportunities to expand
our LNG market access.”

By entering into this SPA, Oman
LNG not only reinforces its repu-
tation as a dependable LNG pro-
vider but also demonstrates its
adeptness in efficiently manag-
ing business operations to deliver

secure and sustainable energy to
global customers.

On his turn, Walid Hadi, Senior
Vice President and Country Chair-
man of Shell in Oman said, “This
agreement offers an important ad-
dition to our LNG and integrated
gas portfolio and helps to ensure
that we can meet the growing de-
mand for flexible and reliable en-

ergy from our global customers.
Shell is proud of'its role as the larg-
est private shareholder in Oman
LNG for the next decade.”

The agreement is strengthened
by the reputation and credibility of
Oman LNG as areliable and trust-
ed LNG supplier around the globe,
coupled with the effective man-
agement of business processes to

produce clean energy delivered to
customers around the world safely
and reliably. Furthermore, the
LNG plant in Qalhat, Sur has the
capacity to receive and process ad-
ditional volumes, where in 2023,
its production rate stood at 11.5
million metric tonnes per annum,
exceeding the enhanced name-
plate capacity. - ona

Port of Salalah introduces innovative water delivery system from Maersk

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Water scarcity re-
mains a critical global challenge,
affecting communities and regions
across the world.

In response to this pressing is-
sue, the Port of Salalah announced
acollaboration with Maersk acting
as a pilot location to receive fresh
water generated onboard Maersk’s
vessels using an innovative tech-
nology as part of their sustainabil-
ity initiatives.

Driven by the commitment to
sustainability and environmental
stewardship, a team of three for-
mer seafarers from Maersk em-
barked on a visionary project to
optimise the existing freshwater
generation system onboard con-
tainer vessels. This innovative
initiative aims to store and deliver
fresh water to ports and regions
grappling with water scarcity.

Traditionally, freshwater gener-
ated onboard cargo ships through
the distillation of seawater has
been utilised solely for onboard
consumption. However, through
this pioneering project, the excess
freshwater is efficiently stored in
tank containers and delivered to
ports in need.

The inaugural shipment of fresh
water, totalling 25,000 litres, ar-
rived at the Port of Salalah on April
3, marking a significant milestone
in being part of a global initiative
as well as optimising the usage of
existing water sources. This pilot

delivery also serves as a sustain-
able solution to alternative water
sources for various non-potable
purposes aligned with the Port of
Salalah’s sustainability strategy.
Keld M Christensen, Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of the Port of Sala-

lah, emphasized the importance of
sustainability in port operations
and underscored the project’s role
in advancing environmental goals.
He expressed optimism about the
project’s scalability and its poten-
tial to contribute to global efforts

in addressing water scarcity.

The project’s commitment to
quality and environmental stand-
ards is evident through rigorous
testing conducted by reputable
institutions. Water quality assess-
ments conducted by the Ceylon
Institute of Scientific & Industrial
Research have confirmed compli-
ance with World Health Organi-
zation standards, ensuring safety
and reliability.

Furthermore, a Life Cycle As-
sessment study conducted by the
Danish Technical University has
highlighted the project’s environ-
mental benefits compared to tradi-
tional water delivery methods.

The  freshwater  delivered
through this innovative system
has versatile applications, includ-
ing port facilities maintenance,
ship repair, container washing,
firefighting, and humanitarian
aid. The project opens avenues for
collaboration with stakeholders
worldwide to expand access to
clean drinking water and address
humanitarian needs.

Leonardo Sonzio, Head of Fleet
Management and Technology at
Maersk commended the collabora-
tive efforts and emphasized the pro-
ject’s potential to make a meaningful

impact on global water security. He
expressed Maersk’s commitment to
exploring opportunities for expand-
ing this initiative to more ports and
communities in need.

The Port of Salalah looks forward
to further collaboration with Mae-
rsk and other partners to advance
sustainable solutions and contrib-
ute to awater-secure future for all.

The port continues to actively
contribute to Oman’s 2040 vision
and objectives and support Oman’s
economic diversification strategy.

Strategically located on the
trade crossroads between Asia
and Europe, and serving the mar-
kets of East Africa, the Red Sea,
the Indian Subcontinent, and the
Arabian Gulf - the Port of Salalah
is operated by APM Terminals as
part of the APM Terminals global
terminal network. The port oper-
ates both a container terminal and
ageneral cargo terminal.

A.P. Moller-Maersk is an inte-
grated container logistics com-
pany working to connect and sim-
plify its customers’ supply chains.
As a global leader in shipping and
logistics, Maersk is committed to
driving sustainability and innova-
tion to create a more resilient and
sustainable future.
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Index High Low Value Prev.Value Diff Diff %
MSX 30 INDEX 4,750.02 4,722.93 4,722.93 4,737.59 -14.66 -0.31
FINANCIAL INDEX 7762.67 7,705.75 7,705.75 7,728.21 -22.46 -0.29
Industry Index 5,804.13 5,739.01 5,740.40 5781.37 -40.97 -0.71
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MSX Shariah Index 452.15 44797 448.26 451.86 -3.60 -0.80
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FINANCIAL TR IDX 8,757.36 8,693.14 8,693.14 8,718.48 -25.34 -0.29
SERVICES TR IDX 2,144.65 2,137.23 2,141.82 2,141.59 0.23 0.01
INDUSTRIAL TRIDX 6,682.77 6,607.79 6,609.40 6,656.56 -4717 -0.71
FIXED INCOME INDEX 1,027.09 1,027.09 1,027.09 1,027.09 0.00 0.00
Volume................. Turnover .......... Trades Market Cap. Up Down Equal......... Sec. Traded
19,276,400................. 2,970,825......cccocvurennne 931 24,168,773,769 12 21 21 54

Muscat Thread Mill, up 9.88 per cent, was

the top gainer while Construction Materials,
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down 9.80 per cent, was the top loser REGULAR MARKET
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-

MUSCAT: The MSX index
closed at 4,722.93 points, down
by 0.31 per cent from previous
close. The Sharia Index ended
down by 0.80 per cent at 448.26
points. Muscat Thread Mill, up
9.88 per cent, was the top gainer
while Construction Materials,
down 9.80 per cent, was the top
loser. Shares of Global Financial
Investments were the most ac-
tive in terms of number of shares
traded while Abraj Energy Ser-
vices were the most active in
terms of turnover.

A total number of 931 trades
were executed during the day’s
trading  session, generating
turnover of OMR2.97 million,
with more than 19.27 million
shares changing hands. Out of 54
traded securities, 12 advanced,
21 declined, and 21 remained
unchanged. At the session close,
GCC & Arab investors were net
sellers for OMRG635,000 while
domestic investors were net buy-
ers for OMR608,000, followed by
foreign investors for OMR27,000
worth of shares.

Financial Index closed at
770575 points, down 0.29 per
cent. Prices of Global Financial
Investments, Bank Nizwa were
up by 4.29 per cent, 1.02 per cent

respectively. Prices of Oman &
Emirates Investment, Al Madina
Investments, Ahli Bank, Takaful
Oman, Oman United Insurance
were down by 5.50 per cent, 3.51
per cent, 1.94 per cent, 1.82 per
cent, 1.58 per cent respectively.

Industrial Index closed at
5,740.40 points, down 0.71 per
cent. Prices of Muscat Thread
Mill, Dhofar Cattle Feed, Jazeera
Steel Products were up by 9.88
per cent, 4.41 per cent, 1.85 per
cent respectively.

Prices of Construction Mate-
rials, Gulf Mushroom Products,
A’Saffa Foods, Oman Cement,
National Detergent were down
by 9.80 per cent, 4.20 per cent,
3.04 per cent, 2.70 per cent, 2.60
per cent respectively.

Services Index was up by 0.01
per cent before closing at 1,853.62
points. Prices of OIFC, Majan
College, Ooredoo, Renaissance
Services, SMN Power Holding
were up by 2.25 per cent, 1.91 per
cent, 1.35 per cent, 1.04 per cent,
0.92 per cent respectively.

Prices of Al Batinah Power,
Sembcorp Salalah, Abraj Energy,
Oman Telecom were down by
1.27 per cent, 0.90 per cent, 0.64
per cent, 0.57 per cent respec-
tively. — United Securities
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eyes economic diversification

with $2.5 trillion mining sector wealth

RIYADH: The mining sector in
Saudi Arabia is undergoing a sig-
nificant transformation, poised to
become a key pillar for the nation’s
economic diversification efforts
outlined in Vision 2030.

The Kingdom’s abundant min-
eral wealth, estimated at SAR94
trillion ($2.5 trillion), presents a
crucial opportunity to expand non-
oil revenue streams alongside the
oil and petrochemical industries.

To accelerate exploration and
development, the Kingdom has
increased its estimated mineral
wealth and invested SAR682.5
million ($182 million) in explora-
tion incentives by the end of 2023.
This commitment was reinforced
by the issuance of 152 new indus-
trial licenses by the Ministry of In-
dustry and Mineral Resources in
January 2024 alone. The licenses
include 20 for non-metallic min-
eral products and 19 for activities
related to manufacturing formed

metal products, excluding machin-
ery and equipment.

According to a report by the
National Industrial and Mining
Information Center, the 152 in-
dustrial licenses issued since the
beginning of 2023 contributed to
bringing the total number of oper-
ating and under-construction fac-
tories in the Kingdom by the end
of January 2024 to 11,672. These

factories represent a combined in-
vestment of SAR1,539 trillion.

Recent discoveries, including
significant gold reserves along a
100 km stretch in the Mansoura
and Masara mines, further empha-
size the vast untapped potential
of Saudi Arabia’s mineral wealth.
These mines boast a projected
annual production capacity of
250,000 ounces of gold.

The ongoing transformations in
the mining sector reflect progress
toward achieving the comprehen-
sive strategy of the sector outlined
in Vision 2030, which aims to un-
lock the full potential of the sec-
tor, driving economic and social
growth, in line with the Kingdom’s
ambitious goals for 2030.

Vice Minister of Industry and
Mineral Resources for Mining
Affairs Eng. Khalid Al-Mudaifer
elaborated on the government’s
initiatives to propel the mining
sector forward. These include im-
plementing programs to create a
business-friendly = environment
for mining development, enact-
ing the Mining Investment Law to
streamline the licensing process,
minimising the environmental
impact of mining operations, max-
imising benefits for local commu-
nities, and launching a compre-
hensive geological survey program
to gather important data. -sea

Dollar’s rising strength raises global alarm
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NEW YORK: The strengthening
of the US dollar has emerged as a
significant concern for countries
worldwide, triggering alarm bells
not only in emerging economies
(EMs) but also in advanced indus-
trialised countries.

The currencies of the G20
group of major economies are al-
most all depreciating against the
dollar. The Turkish lira has been
leading the decline since the be-
ginning of the year at 8.8%; the
yen has fallen 8% and the South
Korean won 5.5%.

Both developed and emerging
economies have seen currencies
weaken at an accelerating pace,
with the Australian dollar, Cana-
dian dollar, and euro falling 4.4%,
3.3%, and 2.8%, respectively.

Why is the US dollar
appreciating?
The primary impetus behind the
dollar’s rally is the receding pros-
pect that the US Federal Reserve
will soon cut interest rates. The
US consumer price index (CPI)
released Wednesday (April 10)
rose by more than market expec-
tations, meaning higher US infla-
tion might be returning.

Consequently, traders have
scaled back their bets on poten-
tial Fed interest-rate cuts, thereby
propelling the dollar’s ascent. Re-
flecting this trend, the Bloomberg
Dollar Spot Index, tracking the
greenback against a basket of ma-
jor currencies, has surged by over
4% this year alone.

US Federal Reserve Cairman

Jerome Powell explaining the

central banks interest-rate policy
US Federal Reserve Cairman Je-
rome Powell explaining the cen-
tral banks interest-rate policy.

In addition, growing tensions in
the Middle East following Iran’s
attacks on Israel have boosted
the US currency more recently
thanks to its safe-haven status.

Finally, while many economies
worldwide are experiencing mod-
erate growth, US economic indi-
cators, ranging from employment
figures to retail sales, are consist-
ently outpacing expectations.

While several emerging econ-
omies still offer higher yields on
their bonds than US debt, the
gap has been shrinking. At the
start of last year, Brazil’s policy
rate was 13.75%, Chile’s was
11.25% and Hungary’s was 13%.
Since then, central banks in the
three economies have trimmed
their key rates, narrowing the
yield advantage for potential
investors.

Emerging economies

particularly exposed

Developing countries are particu-
larly sensitive to the negative ef-
fect of the dollar’s rise, as a surge
in the value of the greenback
drives up interest on their dollar-

denominated debt, increasing
their interest burden.

According to the International
Monetary Fund (IMF), a 10%
rise in the dollar on the currency
market would push down real
gross domestic product (GDP)
in emerging economies by 1.9%
after one year, with adverse eco-
nomic effects lasting more than
two years.

In 2022, when a similar dol-
lar strengthening was underway,
Sri Lanka fell effectively into de-
fault as its currency depreciated.
Other emerging economies tried
to prevent their currencies from
depreciating by raising interest
rates ahead of the US Fed in 2021
and 2022.

At the beginning of 2024, many
believed that US interest rates
would be lowered by the end of the
year and that the dollar’s strength
would be corrected. But now the
dollar may be on track for a long-
er-than-expected rally.

Emerging markets already
in crisis mode

Several emerging-market coun-
tries have already begun to take
action. Brazil’s central bank, on
April 1, intervened in the foreign
exchange market for the first time
since President Luiz Inacio Lula
da Silva took office at the begin-
ning of last year. Although the
government and the central bank
have not clearly explained their
intentions, some in the market
believe that the purpose was to
check the depreciation of the real.

Bank Indonesia (BI) has been
stepping in to shore up the rupiah,
which is at a four-year low, hov-
ering around the level of 16,000
rupiah to the dollar. BI Governor
Perry Warjiyo told reporters after
attending a meeting with Presi-
dent Joko Widodo on Tuesday,
that the central bank is “always
in the market and will ensure the
currency is stable.”

Turkey’s central bank also
raised its policy rate by 5 per cent
to 50 per cent in March in re-
sponse to the lira’s depreciation
and accelerating inflation.

However, developing countries
also fear a situation where their
economies cool down due to in-
terest-rate hikes to curb inflation,
asin Turkey. -ow
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Quality car rentals
at competitive prices.

Muscat 9679 0594
9679 0684

Sohar
Salalah 9429 9325

1SO CONTAINER SALES, CONVERSIONS & RENTALS

CONTAINER SOLUTIONS LLC
- - Po Box 512, Pe 322, Folaj Al Qebail, Sohar Free Zone, Oman
i

FAX: 26942611, Email: salesi@containerselulions.com.
wwnw containersalutions.com

Tel: +968 9358 5556, +96B 99508921, +968 26942610
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¢ Fleet of 2,000 vehicles

e Choose from a wide range
of brands & models

e PDO, OXY and BP spec
vehicles available

e Attractive rates for short-term
& long-term lease

9731 6218

www.orbit-oman.com

Car Rental & Lease

JOB WANTED

Chartered Accountant, MBA, MCom,
Indian , 20 yrs exp looking for CFO/ Sr
finance role . Exp in accounts, finance,
group accounts and consolidation, Vat
and Tax matters, liaise with hank and
auditors, Board presentation.

AUDIT AND FINANCE

ACA and ACCA qualified, British
National, 13 years experience in Audit
and Finance (9 yrs experience at big
4 Audit firm), and at present Senior
Manager at leading telecom company in
the UK seeking a suitable job in Oman.
Contact: +968 96786164, +447480119674
Email: hkamran112@gmail.com

CIVIL STRUCTURAL ENGINEER

Indian Male, with 16+ years experience (7 yrs
in Oman) in construction and designing with
various projects like water pipelines, Oil &
Gas, and PEB structures. Having a Master's
degree in civil engineering and a PMP
certificate. Also, have Oman DL.
Contact: 98506921
Email: syed.civ.st@gmail.com

FINANCE MANAGER

Professionally qualified Indian Male (37 Yrs.).
15 years of experience as a Finance
Professional. Expertise in Finalising

Accounts, Budgeting, Financial Reporting,
Analytics, Internal Audit, TAX & VAT, Risk
Assessment, Costing.

Mob: 9608 9400;

E-Mail: kjunaid47 @gmail.com.

LEAD/MANAGER

Lead Engineer, Manager
30 yrs experience in Oil & Gas and
Petrochemical. Chemical Engineer,
MBA. Ready to join.

Contact: +968 92776347
Email: arularl@gmail.com

Business Development Manager, MBA,
Indian male with 11 yrs experience in
India.Presently in Oman & seeks
placement.

Contact: 92054403/+319986612245
Email: arvindgowdar1990@gmail.com

FINANGE & RCGOUNTS
PROFESSIONAL LOOKING FOR A JOB
INOMAN WITHA UALID D/L & 23
YRS OF EXPERIENCE IN GGC.

CONTACT - 91313501

TECHNICAL, MAINTENANCE,
OPERATION, PROJECT MANAGER
Having 24+ yrs hands on experience in
Electro Mechanical and Instrumentation
field. Having experience in various
types of equipment installation, Testing,
Commissioning and Operation &
Maintenance activity. Completed Electrical
& Electronics Engineering with Oman D/L.

Contact +968 96603918

HR/RECRUITMENT

Indian 30 Y, HR/Admin Professional with
8Y of experience, 2Y in Oman, in Technical
Recruitment/Onboarding/Administration/
Relationship Management for sectors like Oil
and Gas, 0Q8/0Q/OTTCO/PDO, Powerplant,
FMCG. Looking for a better career opportunity.

Contact: 77342836. Email:
recruitment.ibraheem96@gmail.com

FINANCE

Srilankan finance Manager/Senior
Accountant looking for a suitable job.
Over 20 years experience in GULF and Eurape

Finance/Auditbudgeting/cashflow/LC/
banking/VAT &ERP module ect..
Can join immediatly

Contact no - 92810240

email- fernandobudd123@gmail.com

Looking for senior position in
Accounts & Finance (14 years
exp.) (Finalisation, Tax Audit, Vat
returns, LC & Credit controls).

Indian male ,18yrs GCC
experience in manufacturing
sectors seeks, managerial
position in sales/marketing.

Contact: 9178 9212

GSM: 77449713
dmantony1985@gmail.com

Constantly Optimize Your

&

99440826 KX digital@nexusnovel.com

NEXUS

RENT OR
SALE?

Send email to classifieds@
timesofoman.com

NIRMAL RAJA POONTHURUTHY

has lost Indian passport P6738647.

Finder please handover to ROP

ACCOUNTS / FINANCE

JOB VACANCY

WANTED

SALES EXECUTIVE
10 Nos

with building material experience

SALES EXECUTIVE
6 Nos
with driving license and
plumbing experience

Contact:
+968 78652664

Building materials shop for sale
next to ROP Building Honda Road
.93sgm ground floor and 93 sgm
first floor. Contact: 94593384,
99540307

Warehouse /workshop

2595 Sqg. Meter for rent in Misfa
near Oman Cement Factory
including accommodation.
Contact: 98286899

Email: sales(@jetsoman.com

Commercial Land 3,000 SQM
at Misfah available for long lease.
Contact: 97991798 / 92556647

I Amandeep (holder of Indian
Passport No T0690984) son of
Rachhpal Singh having permanent
residence in Village Chhanni
Nand Singh Teh. Mukerian Dist.
Hoshiarpur. Punjab (complete
postal address in India) and
presently residing in Al Gala
Muscat, Oman (completer postal
address in Oman) intend to change
my name from AMANDEEP (old
name) to AMANDEEP SINGH (new
name) for all practical purpose
Any objection towards my name
may please be communicated
to Embassy of India, Muscat,
Diplomatic Quarters, Al Khuwair,
PBox. No.1727, Postal Code 112,
Ruwi, Sultanate of Oman.

Cman Web Avard Winner
Designing & Maintenance
. L5 E-Commerce Solns.
cl|Ape S w{d ) Domain&Hosting
[Zayzsaserel  Mobile Applications
24130923 infocguifeybertech.com |1 =11 L ERR T T

URGENTLY REQUIRED

Candidates with at least 5-10 years of experience are urgently needed
for the following positions in a multinational company in Oman

® Electrical Engineer (O & M experience)

® DCS Engineer (Honeywell DCS experience)
® Planning Engineer
o
o

Far High Impact Professional

e ——

Quantity Surveyor
Draftsman

Interested candidates can send CVs to
recruitment2024n@gmail.com

. sae________
SCRAP SALE AT GHALA

We invite offers for purchase of Steel, Stainless Steel,
Aluminium, Electrical Cables,
HDPE scrap, PVC Scrap and miscellaneous scraps.

Inspection of scrap start date:
17" April, 2024 to 25" April, 2024

Only one inspection allowed and No photography is allowed.
Quotations shall be submitted on or before: 28 th of April 2024.

Offers shall be sent to mail id: scrapsale485@gmail.com

Interested parties may please contact on
Phone no: 9232 8079, 9922 1476

SERVICES

FREE yourself and SAVE money by
outsourcing your ACCOUNTING WORK.
Avail Accounts & Finance consultancy by
expert. Our Services includes Bookkeeping,
MIS, Virtual CFO and Investor services.

One month FREE Service* | Online /Onsite

Audit & Accounting

CFO Services & sﬁﬂﬂdmt Tailored to your need | Finance advice from expert
Fl.'.!lllﬂﬂt‘!l' & Valuations Contact: Elite Integrated Solutions SPC
Tax A & VAT ch: +968 9420 8582 / +968 9728 0824  ems avniy

Maintenance work, door
polishing, spray painting, wall
painting, carpenter work, any work.
Contact: 95117909

VAT Refund Assistance

Carpet Shampoo, marble &
tile polishing, pest control &
Anti-termite treatment, General
cleaning painting, Plumbing,
Electrical, shifting. Glow Services
Trading LLC. Contact: 24810137,
99450130

Reliable Invester required
for a running busniness.
Contact- 95212256

CARGOANDLOGISTIC

~ PROMOTE YOUR SERVICE WITHUS
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JOB VACANCY JOB WANTED

MECHANICAL/
TECHNICAL

Urgently required Service
technician with 5-6 year
experience in Air compressors
with strong technical knowledge
and D/L . Submit your CV to
denny@pumpsoman.com

JOB WANTED

ACCOUNTS/FINANCE

Looking for Senior position in Ac-
counts & Finance 17 yrs exp
Accounts, tax audit, VAT,

valid D/L.Contact: 97228382.
Email: anbilsivak(@gmail.com

Finance & Accounting solutions
for your business. support on ac-
counting bookkeeping, taxation,
income statement, reconciliation
and much more. Work on demand
Contact: +96879471027

Looking for Senior position in Ac-
counts & Finance 17 yrs exp
Accounts, tax audit, VAT, valid
D/L.Contact 97228382.
Email:anbilsivak(@gmail.com

Accountant Omani female,
bachelor degree 7 yrs experience
in accountant seeks placement.
Contact: 90675564

Indian female, 23 yrs B.Com, MBA
(Finance& HR) Available in Oman,
looking suitable job.

Contact: 96266152

Indian graduate male, 2 yrs
experience in accounts & sales,
looking for suitable position.
Contact: 95732123

Indian male Bachelor degree

in administration looking for a
suitable job with 2 yrs experience
in Accounts/ Sales coordinator
Currently in Oman & can join im-
mediately Contact: +96878178827
Email: ridhwansubair46
(@gmail.com

Indian male, 32 yrs, MBA( Market-
ing)12 yr experience in Manager
accountant & sales executive seek-
ing position in Manager, acounts,
sales fields. Contact : 97015751.
Email: vvcfadhil@gmail.com

ACCOUNTS/FINANCE

Chief accountant, Indian Male, 20
yrs experience in finance,accounts
up to finalisation. Well versed with
ERP systems, audit, MIS, banking,
budgeting etc. Valid D/L.

Contact 79187945

M.Com, Indian, Chief Account-
ant, having D/L, 16 yrs experience
in Oman up to finalization, audit,
budgeting, MIS, VAT, Income Tax,
Tax assessments, looking for a
suitable position.

Contact: 78233088.

Indian Male 22 yrs B.Com Indian
qualified, 1+yr India experience ac-
countant with looking for full time
placement, will be available imme-
diately. Contact: +968 79534299,
Email: musharaffsheikh(@
gmail.com

ADMINISTRATION

Indian male 14 yrs work experi-
ence in Oman, seeks job for admin,
secretary or any suitable post. D/L
& NOC available.

Contact: 78723915

Email: krvaz505(@outlook.com.

Sudanese female BSc in Econom-
ics & MBA with 2 yrs experience in
customer service and administra-
tion Looking for suitable job.
Contact: 78429319.

Indian (F) 27 yrs, 5 yrs exp in
HR-Adm compliance-HSBC, BBA,
MBA (pursuing), schooling in
Oman. Currently in Oman.
Contact: +968 78044552

Indian male B.Com, experience in
office management, accounts, ex-
ecutive, personal assistant, admin,
HR & steno secretary with Oman
D/L seek job. Contact: 92558734

Indian male B.Com graduate.
6+ yrs accounting experience in
Oman. Valid D/L. Seeking
suitable placements.

Contact: +968 90810048

DRIVER

Looking for driving job.
Contact: 79736940

DRIVER

Looking for driving job.
Contact: 96901640

Indian driver 42, 20 yrs exp.
with valid Omani D/L.
Contact: 78783298

Looking for driving job,
experience of more than 15 yrs.
Contact: 92015802

Looking for driving job,with 10 yrs
experience. Contact: 78096017

Looking for driving job,
15 yrs exp. Contact: 78037801

Looking for driving job, with 12 yrs
experience. Contact: 94709633

Looking for driving job.
Contact: 96968050

DESIGNER/AUTOCAD
DRAUGHTMAN

Freelancer MEP design, draft-
ing, MEP calculations, estimation,
value eng. Contact: 97103168

ENGINEER

Indian Senior project engineer
HVAC, mechanical 13 yrs experi-
ence in MEP construction.
Contact: 97135658

Sudanese civil engineer. Project
management & design (2 yrs
experience). D/ L & Oman resident.
Contact: 95221840

Mechanical engineer with 3 yrs
work experience in Maruti Suzuki
with Oman D/L searching for job.
Contact: 78980261

Quantity Surveyor (BSC Qs & G.dip
Civil) with B yrs of experience
looking for a suitahle position.
Currently residing in Oman.
Having valid D/L.

Contact: +968 91132424

Civil Engineer Indian female,
age 31 looking for assistant-level
civil engineering jobs.

Contact: 91719385. Email:
anu98l2]1(@gmail.com.

ENGINEER

Civil structural engineer with 5
yrs experience in structural design
& project management with PMP,
skilled in software tools & code
compliance. D/L available.

Contact: 78088785

Civil Engineer having 5 yrs expe-
rience in GCC have valid visa and
D/L Autocad civil work.

Contact: 79985583

Civil Project Manager with 25
yrs of experience in contracting,
consultant, client representative.
Looking for suitable placement.
Contact: 79081315.

Email: rivas05@hotmail.com

EDUCATION/
TRAINING

Female, Mathematics lecture,
MSc, B.Ed. Contact:
92106767/94338072 / 78177167.

IT

Indian female, Master of com-
puter application, brought up in
Muscat, having 2 yrs experience in
a reputed firm.Presently in Oman,
available for immediate joining.
Contact 95186625

Expert IT professional with over
7 yrs of experience seeking a
full-time position in IT system
administration or desktop support
engineering. Call/WhatsApp:
+968 7899 8239

Fresher frontend developer and
fresher electronics and instrumen-
tation engineering jobs required.
Contact: 77210067. Email:
surendharsr07@gmail.com

IT technical support with 2+ yrs
of experience as Information
technology support specialist.
Demonstrated ability to plan
organize & lead complex projects
for large organizations.

Contact 78783298,99010038.
Email zamil721(@gmail.com

Indian Male, BCA with 3 yrs of ex-
posure in information technology
looking for a suitable job.

Contact: 78623880

LOGISTIC

Indian male with 8 yrs of logistics,
freight forwarding, and procure-
ment experience, with Omani D/L.
Contact / WA: +968 9744 2565.
Email: husain_khizar@yahoo.com

Indian male with 9 yrs of
logistics operation & purchase
assistant experience with
Oman D/L & Valid NOC.
Contact/WA: +968 95915101.
Email: sayyadshahanawazl19
(@gmail.com

Indian male with 12 yrs of Logis-
tics experience in leading Oman’s
0il and gas industry, having
valid Oman D/L.

Contact: +968 93221397

22 yrs old Indian male with
B.Com (Hons) and valid Oman D/L
seeks logistics/supply chain roles.
Presntly in Oman &

ready for opportunities.

Contact: 91121694. Email:
issacantony2002@gmail.com

MANAGER

Facility, MEP manager 6 yrs in
Oman and 4 yrs UAE experience.
Contact: 9170 1152

Project manager, construction
manager having 24 yrs experience
(18yrs Oman) in civil seeking suit-
able placement. GSM: 79113859
Email: devharish489(@gmail.com

Finance Manager with 15 yrs
of experience in oil & gas mul-
tinational company looking for
suitable placement. Contact:
95230609

MECHANICAL/
TECHNICAL

Indian male 23 with 3 yrs
experience in automobile
technician. Contact: 78028420

MEDICAL

Indian female MBA (health care
management) seeking suitable
placement. Presently in Oman.
Contact: 52884044.

Email: jisnakd(@gmail.com

PROCURMENT/
PURCHASE

26 yrs experience in Oman,
Indian, looking for a job in
Purchase/ Sales, holding
valid Omani D/L. Contact:
94338072/78177167.

MISCELLANEOUS

Video editing Freelancer Video
editing available for all social me-
dia platforms and Business, sports
events highlights and teaser also
making. Contact: 93295807

Indian male 32, valid D/L. Looking
for any part time or full time joh.
Contact: 93079335.

Email: adarshsoman2

(@gmail.com

SALES/MARKETING

Sales & Marketing Manager MBA
Indian, having 25 yrs experience
in Oman for consumer durable and
an excellent contact with the major
retailers in the country is looking
for a suitable placement.

Contact: 71134042.

Egyptian Bachelor of English
literature Omani D/L available
Experience in sales, marketing and
purchasing. Location Salalah with
availability of moving to another
city. Contact +968 92923847

Salesexecutive with 6 yrs experi-
ence in UAE (Dubai) in auto spare
parts, D/L. Contact: 94517743

Indian(M) 35, 8 yrs exp in
marketing with Oman D/L.
Contact: 77113215

Omani National, fluent in English
looking for suitable placement in
sales or administration.

Contact: 78001487, Email:
modiburundi@hotmail.com

Indian graduate 7 yrs experi-
ence in sales with D/L. Contact:
98613373, Email: syedismailnoor
(@gmail.com

T OR SALE?
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n a new study, researchers at
the University of Towa linked
a brain region to how humans
adjust their thoughts and at-
tention when distracted. The
link is significant because it provides
insights into the cognitive and behav-
ioural adverse effects of a treatment
used to treat Parkinson’s sufferers.

The study, “The human subtha-
lamic nucleus transiently inhibits
active attentional processes,” was
published online on March 4 in the
journal Brain.

The subthalamic nucleus is a pea-
sized brain area that controls our
movements. These motions have
been hampered in Parkinson’s pa-
tients: researchers believe the sub-
thalamic nucleus, which normally
acts as a brake on abrupt movement,
is exerting too much influence. Re-
searchers believe that overactive
brakes contribute to the disease’s
tremors and other motor deficits.

In recent years, clinicians have
treated Parkinson’s patients with
deep-brain stimulation, an electrode

THURSDAY, APRIL 18, 2024

RESEARGHERS
DISGOVER BRAIN
REGION INVOLVED
IN GONTROL OF
ATTENTION

" LIFESTYLE

The study, “The human subthalamic nucleus transiently inhibits

active attentional processes,” was published online on March 4 in the

journal Brain. Researchers believe that overactive brakes contribute

to the disease’s tremors and other motor deficits.

implanted in the subthalamic nu-
cleus that rhythmically generates
electrical signals, causing the brain
region to loosen its braking, freeing
up movement. The deep brain stimu-
lation system is like a pacemaker for
the heart; once implanted, it runs
continuously.

“The technique is truly miracu-
lous, frankly,” says Jan Wessel,
associate professor in the depart-
ments of Psychological and Brain
Sciences and Neurology at Iowa.
“People come in with Parkinson’s,
surgeons turn the electrode on, and
their tremor goes away. Suddenly
they can hold their hands steady and
go play golf. It’s one of those block-
buster treatments where, when you
see it in action, it really makes you
believe in what the neuroscience
community is doing.”

Yet some patients treated with deep
brain stimulation have been beset by
an inability to focus attention and im-
pulsive thoughts, sometimes leading
to risky behaviors such as gambling
and substance use. Researchers be-

gan to wonder: Did the subthalamic
nucleus’ role in movement also mean
this same brain region may deal with
thoughts and impulse control?

Wessel decided to find out. His
team designed an experiment gaug-
ing the focus of attention of more
than a dozen Parkinson’s patients
when the deep brain stimulation
treatment was either activated or
idle. The participants, outfitted with
a skull cap to track their brain waves,
were instructed to fix their attention
on a computer screen while the brain
waves in their visual cortex were
being monitored. About one in five
times, in a random order, the partici-
pants heard a chirping sound, meant
to divert their visual attention from
the screen to the newly introduced
audial distraction.

In a 2021 study, Wessel’s group es-
tablished that brain waves in partici-
pants’ visual cortex dropped when
they heard a chirp, meaning their
attention had been diverted by the
sound. By interchanging instances
when there was a chirp or no sound,

the researchers could see when at-
tention had been diverted, and when
the focus of visual attention had been
maintained.

The team turned their attention to
the Parkinson’s groups for this study.
‘When the deep brain stimulation was
idle and the chirp was sounded, the
Parkinson’s patients diverted their
attention from the visual to the au-
ditory systems--just as the control
group had done in the previous study.

But when the chirp was introduced
to the Parkinson’s participants with
deep brain stimulation activated,
those participants did not divert their
visual attention. “We found they no
longer can break or suppress their
focus of attention in the same way,”
says Wessel, the study’s correspond-
ing author. “The unexpected sound
happens and they’re still full-on at-
tending to their visual system. They
haven’t diverted their attention from
the visual.”

The distinction confirmed the
subthalamic nucleus’ role in how
the brain and body communicate not

only with movement--as previously
known--but also with thoughts and
attention.

“Until now, it was very unclear why
those with Parkinson’s disease had is-
sues with thoughts, such as why they
performed worse on attention tests,”
Wessel says. “Our study explains why:
While removing the inhibitory influ-
ence of the subthalamic nucleus on
the motor system is helpful in treat-
ing Parkinson’s, removing its inhibi-
tory influence from nonmotor sys-
tems (such as thoughts or attention)
can have adverse effects.”

Wessel firmly believes deep brain
stimulation should continue to be
used for Parkinson’s patients, citing
its clear benefits to aiding motor-con-
trol functions. “There may be differ-
ent areas of the subthalamic nucleus
that stop the motor system and that
stops the attentional system,” he says.
“That’s why we’re doing the basic re-
search, to find out how we fine-tune it
to get the full benefit to the motor sys-
tem without accruing any potential
side effects.” -am
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Mbappe nets twice as PSG stun
Barcelona to reach semi-final

Paris Saint-Germain
claimed a 4-1 win

in the second-leg

for a 6-4 aggregate
triumph to reach
their first Champions
League semi-final in
three years

BARCELONA: Kylian Mbappe
scored twice as Paris Saint-Ger-
main (PSG) thrashed a ten-man
Barcelona 4-1 to turn around
a first-leg deficit for a 6-4 vic-
tory and reach the semi-finals
of the Champions League on
Tuesday night.

PSG had trailed 3-2 after the
first leg in France but reached the
last four for the first time since
2021 after a chaotic encounter in
Spain.

Luis Enrique’s side will face
Borussia Dortmund in the semi-fi-
nal after they beat Atletico Madrid
5-4 on aggregate in another thrill-
ing encounter in Germany.

The visitors started the
brighter of the two at five-time
champions Barcelona’s tempo-
rary home - the Estadi Olimpic
Lluis Companys.

But it was the Catalan side who
struck first when Lamine Yamal
drove down the right-hand side,
beating Nuno Mendes and clip-
ping over for Raphinha to score
from close range.

The task ahead looked daunt-
ing for PSG at that point, needing
to score two goals just to level the
score on aggregate with the crowd

heavily against them.

But things began to unravel
when Barca defender Ronald
Araujo received a straight red
card for clipping Bradley Barcola
just outside the area and denying
a clear goalscoring opportunity in
the 29th minute.

Araujo appeared to argue that
his centre-back partner Pau Cu-
barsi was covering, meaning he
was not the last man, but the

video assistant referee stuck with
the referee’s on-field decision,
leaving Barcelona to play 60 min-
utes with 10 men.

Ousmane Dembele capitalised
on the advantage when, against his

former side, he fired into the roof

of the net from Barcola’s whipped
ball across the six-yard box.
Vitinha was given acres of space
on the edge of the Barcelona box
and hit a sweet strike into the bot-

Nadal wins on injury return

BARCELONA: Rafael Nadal en-
joyed a winning start at the Bar-
celona Open as he returned from
another long-term injury in what
could be his final year before re-
tirement.

The Spanish 22-time major
champion, who turns 38 in
June, won 6-2, 6-3 against inex-
perienced Italian Flavio Cobolli
in their first-round match on
Tuesday.

Now ranked 644th, Nadal was
playing for the first time since
January because of a hip injury
and abdominal issues.

Nadal has indicated 2024 is
likely to be his last as a profes-
sional player.

After pulling out of last year’s
French Open with the hip prob-
lem, the former world No.1 said
he planned to retire at the end of
this season.

Nadal, who is considered as one
of the best players in history and
greatest clay-courter of all time,
has only played one event since.

But, before making his latest
comeback in Barcelona, Nadal
said he was not “putting a dead-
line” on his retirement and would
only keep playing aslong as he felt
it was “worth it”.

“I'm just having fun and happy
to start with a victory,” said Na-
dal, who faces a tougher opponent
next in Australian world number
11 Alex de Minaur.

“I'm going through some tough

moments but at the same time
when I'm able to be on tour and
compete alittle bit it means a lot.”

A record 12-time champion in
Barcelona, Nadal was playing his
first clay-court match in 681 days
- when he won the 2022 French
Open final.

Murray on French Open
entry list
Andy Murray has been named on
the entry list for the French Open,
but fellow Briton Emma Radu-
canu is not yet assured of a place
in the draw.

Three-time  Grand  Slam
champion Murray, 36, ruptured
ankle ligaments at the Miami

Open last month.

Raducanu missed the last eight
months of 2023 but has a protect-
ed ranking of 103 and is the fifth
alternate.

If she does not make the main
draw because of withdrawals, she
will need a wildcard or to come
through qualifying.

The French Open starts on 26
May. Murray has played at Roland
Garros only once since hip resur-
facing surgery in 2019, losing in
the first round in 2020.

The Scot, who won Olympic
gold at London 2012 and Rio
2016, said this year that he wants
to compete at another Games be-
fore he retires. - agencies

tom corner nine minutes after the
break to make it 2-1 on the night
and 4-4 on aggregate.

PSG’s remarkable recovery con-
tinued when Joao Cancelo brought
down Dembele in the box and
Mbappe converted the spot-kick
to fire his side into the lead.

After being kept quiet for much
of the two legs, Mbappe then
stepped up and smashed into the
net in the 89th minute to cap two
highly entertaining quarter-final
matches.

The two semi-final firstlegs take
place on separate nights, on April
30 and May 1, with the second legs
on May 7 and 8.

Since being taken over by Qatar
Sports Investments in 2011, PSG
have won nine Ligue 1 titles but
have failed to deliver the owner-
ship’s main ambition of winning
the Champions League. They
reached the final in 2020 but lost
to Bayern Munich and have since
reached the semis once and gone
outin the last 16 twice. - agencies

Xavi unhappy with ‘really
bad’ referee on a chaotic night

BARCELONA: A “disaster
performance” from the refer-
ee, “panic” from Barcelona’s
players and “an unnecessary
expulsion” were all blamed on
adramatic Tuesday evening
at Estadi Olimpic Lluis Com-
panys as Paris St-Germain
ran out 4-1 winners.

As Barcelonaturnedina
performance riddled with
mistakes, referee Istvan Ko-
vacs had abusy evening. The
Romanian showed three red
cards to the hosts - manager
Xavi’s frustrations getting the
better of him, before a member
of'his coaching staff was dis-
missed for dissent. That only
compounded the damage done
by Araujo’s red-card inducing
challenge on Bradley Barcola
early in the first half.

“The referee was really bad.
Itold him his performance
was a disaster. I don’t like to
talk about referees, but it had
aclear impact in the season
and it has to be said,” Xavi
told Movistar Plus.

“We are very upset and
angry because the red card
was the decisive factor in the
match. With 11, we were in

a good position, playing well
and in command.

“It’s too much to flash ared
card in a game like this. There
was another game after that...
Itis a pity that the work of
the season was ruined by an
unnecessary expulsion.”

“You can’t make mistakes
in the Champions League,”
former Barcelona striker
Thierry Henry told CBS.

“If you make mistakes, you
pay the price straight away and
that’s why it is so hard to win
that competition because you
cannot make one mistake.”

“Itis a shame that all the
work of a season, because of a
refereeing decision, finishes
here,” Xavi told CBS.

“I would have liked to have
played 11 v 11 against Luis
Enrique and against PSG
[for] all the minutes of the
game. We know that there
are sendings off in football
but I believe that this one [for
Araujo] was unnecessary.”

There were a total of 12
cards shown on the night to
add to the five goals, a penalty
and Ilkay Gundogan’s strike
which clipped the woodwork.

Borussia Dortmund edge
Atletico Madrid in a thriller

MUNICH: Borussia Dortmund
reached their first Champions
League semi-final in 11 years by
producing a superb second-half
comeback to beat Atletico Madrid
5-4 on aggregate on Tuesday.

Having lost the first leg 2-1 in
Madrid, Dortmund quickly turned
things around with Julian Brandt
and Chelsea loanee Ian Maatsen
both scoring from tight angles in
the first half.

But Atletico Madrid made it 2-1
on the night and 3-3 on aggregate
when Mario Hermoso’s header de-
flected in off Dortmund defender
Mats Hummels shortly after the
restart. Angel Correa then gave
Atletico Madrid a 4-3 aggregate
lead when he smashed in a re-
bounded finish from close range in
the 64th minute.

But Dortmund levelled once
again in a thrilling second half as
Niclas Fullkrug finished off Mar-
cel Sabitzer’s cross with a looping
header after 71 minutes.

And less than three minutes
later Sabitzer struck Dortmund’s
winner with a drilled finish into
the bottom corner to round off a
sublime quarter-final tie - and set
up a semi-final against Paris Saint-
Germain.

Dortmund defender Maatsen,
whose goal gave Dortmund a 3-2

aggregate lead, said he had “been
dreaming of [moments like this] as
a kid”. “It is such an amazing feel-
ing,” he told CBS. “Especially now
scoring a great goal and my first
goal in the Champions League so I
am very grateful and so happy.”

Maatsen, 22, signed a contract
extension with parent club Chel-
seain January before joining Dort-
mund on loan until the end of the
season. The Dutchman had been
playing Championship football
this time last year while on loan at
Burnley. “I always had the belief to
play for Chelsea but unfortunately
for some reasons it didn’t work
out,” he added.

“But, now I am here, I am very

grateful for this opportunity. I
came here to experience at the
highestlevel and play my game and
today I think I showed a very good
performance.”

Dortmund had not reached the
last four of the Champions League
since they finished runners-up
in 2012-13. This is just the fourth
time the German club have ad-
vanced beyond the quarter-finals.

Atletico conceded four goals in
a Champions League knockout tie
for the first time since losing 4-1
to rivals Real Madrid in the 2014
final. Diego Simeone’s side have
now gone seven years without
reaching the final four of Europe’s
premier competition. - agencies

I'll play the PGA Tour for rest of my career: Mcllroy

LONDON: Rory Mcllroy says he
will play on the PGA Tour “for the
rest of my career” as he quashed
rumours of him making abig-mon-
ey move to LIV Golf.

A report by City AM on Sunday
said the four-time major winner
had been offered $850m (£683m)
to join the Saudi Arabian-backed
circuit.

But MclIlroy dismissed the re-

port in an interview with Golf

Channel, external on Tuesday.

“I honestly don’t know how
these things get started,” said the
Northern Irishman, 34.

“I've never been offered a num-
ber from LIV and have never con-

templated going to LIV.”

Mecllroy has been one of LIV
Golf’s most vocal critics since the
breakaway tour was launched in
2022.

However, he admitted to feel-
ing like a “sacrificial lamb” after
a framework agreement between
the PGA Tour and the Public In-
vestment Fund, which funds LIV,
was announced in June last year.

‘My future is on PGA Tour and
it’s never been any different’

But while LIV managed to add
Mecllroy’s Ryder Cup team-mates
Jon Rahm and Tyrrell Hatton to
its ranks for the 2024 season, the
world number two has reiterated

that his future remains on the PGA
Tour.

“I think I've made it clear over
the past two years that I don’t
think it’s something for me,” McIl-
roy added of LIV.

“It doesn’t mean I judge people
that have went and played over
there. I think one of the things I've
realised over the past two years is
people can make their own deci-
sions for whatever they think is
best for themselves. Who are we to
judge them for that?

“For me, my future is here on the
PGA Tour and it’s never been any
different.”

He added: “It’s never even been

a conversation for us. It’s one of
those things, it’s unfortunate that
we have to deal with it but I'm ob-
viously here today and I'm playing
this PGA Tour event next week
and will play the PGA Tour for the
rest of my career.”

Mcllroy is coming off a disap-
pointing week at the Masters,
where he finished in a tie for 22nd
in his latest unsuccessful bid to
complete the career grand slam.

The 24-time PGA Tour win-
ner is playing in this week’s RBC
Heritage in South Carolina before
teaming up with Ireland’s Shane
Lowry for next week’s Zurich Clas-
sic of New Orleans. - Agencies
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People celebrate water festival in Myanmar
People celebrate the water festival in Yangon, Myanmar. xinhua

Paris Book Festival
2024 concludes in
France

Writers sign for
readers during the
Paris Book Festival
2024 in Paris,
France. xinhua

China’s gigantic
telescope detects
over 900 new
pulsars

A drone picture
shows China’s
Five-hundred-
metre Aperture
Spherical Radio
Telescope
(FAST) under
maintenance

in southwest
China’s Guizhou
Province. xinhua
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Countdown clock for Paris
2024 Olympic Games seen
in front of Eiffel Tower

This picture shows a
countdown clock for the
Paris 2024 Olympic Games
in front of the Eiffel Tower in
Paris, France. xinhua
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Parineeti Chopra and Diljit Dosanjh at the trailer launch
of their film ‘Amar Singh Chamkila’

Bollywood actress Parineeti Chopra and singer Diljit
Dosanjh pose for a picture with film director Imtiaz Ali
and singer AR Rahman during the trailer launch of their
film ‘Amar Singh Chamkila’, in Mumbai. aniphoto
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Sudanese displaced by conflict strive to rebuild lives in Egypt
People fleeing from Sudan are pictured at a bus station in Aswan,
Egypt. Displaced by the civil war in Sudan a year ago, asylum-
seeking Sudanese citizens have been trying to rebuild their lives
in neighbouring Egypt, but the task is by no means easy. xinhua
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BankDhofar: A key contributor to govt
initiatives with strong focus on
employment and digital transformation

<A

Over the past months, the bank has facilitated

over 250 employment opportunities for

Omanis across various fields and academic

backgrounds, resulting in a notable rise in the

Omanisation rate to 92 per cent

MUSCAT: BankDhofar is pres-
ently dedicated to bolstering gov-
ernmental directives and diverse
developmental strategies aligned

with Oman Vision 2040, particu-
larly emphasising the employment
sector and the provision of job op-
portunities for citizens.

This commitment significantly
contributes to the revitalisation
of the national economy, with a
particular impact on the banking
sector. Over the past months, the
bank has facilitated over 250 em-
ployment opportunities for Oma-
nis across various fields and aca-
demic backgrounds, resulting in
a notable rise in the Omanisation
rate to 92%.

Furthermore, BankDhofar is
steadfastinits effortsto perpetually
enhance its digital channels, in har-
mony with the government’s vision
for digital transformation aimed at
fostering a sustainable knowledge
society and advancing the infor-
mation technology industry in the

Sultanate of Oman. The bank has
successfully broadened its digital
footprint by enabling customers to
openbank accounts through smart-
phones and other digital platforms,
facilitating convenient and timely
banking transactions. This initia-
tive has driven an 85.5% surge in
total digital transactions in 2023,
coupled with a 55.3% increase in
transaction values.

Recently, the bank introduced
“Dhofar Pay,” an innovative service
marking a first in the Sultanate of
Oman, allowing customers to eas-
ily and securely make payments
via smartphones, eliminating the
need for traditional debit cards.

In 2024, BankDhofar continues

its customer centric momentum by
prioritizing the delivery of superior
customer service, enhancing the
branch network and introducing
bespoke product and services. Ad-
ditionally, BankDhofar also pro-
vides tailored products to diverse
segments of society, including small
and medium enterprises, children,
youth, women, and minors.

The bank is actively pursuing an
enhancement of its credit rating,
capitalizing on the improved busi-
ness environment in the Sultanate
of Oman, heightened foreign in-
vestments, and in light of the con-
tinuous rise in oil prices. In 2023,
BankDhofar attained a BAI rating
from Moody’s, BB from Standard

& Poor’s, and BB+ from Fitch.

As one of the oldest banks in the
Sultanate of Oman, BankDhofar
remains committed to deliver un-
paralleled services to its custom-
ers. It stands as the second-largest
bank in terms of branch network,
with a growing number of branch-
es. The bank has 118 branches as of
31 March 2024, spread across vari-
ous governorates and regions. The
bank has expanded its network of
devices, including ATMs, cash de-
posit machines, multi-use devices,
and multi-service interactive de-
vices, witnessing a 36% increase to
reach a total of 350 devices ensur-
ing customers can bank any time
at their convenience.

Kaldi 850’s new store promises unique experience for coffee connoisseurs
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MUSCAT: Kaldi 850 announced
the grand opening of its newest
store, bringing a fusion of passion
and flavour to the heart of Muscat.
Nestled in Al Muzn Mall, Kaldi
850 promises a unique experience
for coffee connoisseurs and casual
drinkers alike.

Named after the legendary Ethi-
opian goat herder who discovered
coffee, Kaldi 850 embodies the
spirit of exploration and discovery.
With a dedication to quality and
sustainability, every cup of coffee
at Kaldi 850 tells a story — from the
journey of the beans to the expertly
crafted brew.

AtKaldi 850, patrons can expect:

An extensive selection of single-

origin coffees from around the
world

Speciality blends curated by our
expert roasters.

A cosy ambiance perfect for
work or relaxation

Delectable pastries and treats
to complement your coffee experi-
ence

“Our mission at Kaldi 850 is
simple: to elevate the coffee expe-
rience,” says Paul Biswajit, Coun-
try Head, Kaldi 850 - Oman. “We
believe that great coffee has the
power to bring people together,
spark creativity, and inspire mean-
ingful connections. We're thrilled
to invite the community to embark
on this journey with us.”
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THE KITCHEN!
SUMMLR T2AAL

Enjoy a lavish spread of mternathnaf__ '

cooking stations & fresh Omani seafti"_" .'
Chef Julien and his brigade. Kids have t& 181

brunch corner and can enjoy fun-filled act Vit

Dippy's clubhouse.

*Complimentary access to the
*Pool and beach access

CONTACT OUR CULINARY

+968 2498 5000 or +968 7111 8660 | mﬁ’l Hr" 1
All prices in OMR, subject to 8% service charge, S%VEI'
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30-70%

Discount on wide range of
products
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