
Email: muscatdaily@apexmedia.co.om     To subscribe, call toll free no: 80076000     www.muscatdaily.comTUESDAY, MARCH 14, 2023

A N  A P E X  M E D I A  P U B L I C A T I O N

@muscat_dailyd
@muscatdaily

@muscatdailyonline

f
c

@Muscat Daily

Manah - His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik presided over
the official opening of the Oman
Across Ages Museum in Manah,
Dakhliyah, on Monday. 

Upon His Majesty the Sultan's
arrival at the museum, he was re-
ceived by Nasr Hamoud al Kindi,
Secretary-General of Royal Court
Affairs, Chairman of the Board of
Trustees of the museum and
Chairman of the Main Commit-
tee of the museum project, mem-
bers of the Main Committee and
director general of the museum.

Then, His Majesty headed to
the museum’s memorial plaque,
where he switched on the light of
the plaque, marking the official
opening of the museum.

His Majesty the Sultan viewed
a display of the foundation stone
of Oman Across Ages Museum,
passing by a vehicle that was
used by the late Sultan Qaboos
bin Said when the latter laid the
foundation stone of the museum.

After that, His Majesty the
Sultan visited the Reception area,
where the first entry ticket to the
museum was issued to His
Majesty the Sultan, who pre-
sented the ticket as a gift to the
museum to be added to the mu-
seum's collection.

His Majesty passed through
the Arts Corridor to the National

Day screen, the dimensions of
which - 18m by 11m - symbolise
the glorious National Day (No-
vember 18).

There, His Majesty the Sultan
heard a speech delivered on be-
half of the Main Committee of
the museum project by Al Yaqd-
han Abdullah al Harthi, Director
General of the Museum. 

Harthi said that the museum
uses the latest technologies in its
presentations and displays. 

In his speech, Harthi said that
the design of the museum’s
building was inspired by the
grandeur of the Al Hajar Moun-
tains. He observed that the edi-
fice is associated with the Omani
environment through the type of
materials used in its construction.

Harthi voiced the committee’s
gratitude to His Majesty the Sul-
tan for his constant support to-
wards the accomplishment of
this monument.

Then, His Majesty watched a
familiarisation film about the
Oman Across Ages Museum.
The informative film outlined the
architectural aspects of the mu-
seum and the use of modern in-
teractive technologies employed
in presenting ancient civilisations
in a chronological sequence.

Continued on Page 04
See also Page 15

First ticket of museum issued to 
His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik,
presented as gift to the museum to
be added to its collection

Oman Across Ages Museum opens

(ONA)
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Muscat - The Ministry of De-
fence and the Arizona National
Guard of the United States of
America signed a State Partner-
ship Programme in Muscat on
Monday.

The National Guard State
Partnership Programme (SPP) is
designed to establish long-term
relationships in which US States
and their partnered nations share
best practices and expertise.

The SPP is a US Department
of Defence joint security cooper-
ation programme administered
by the National Guard Bureau
that links a state's National
Guard with the armed forces of a
partner country to build long-
lasting, mutually beneficial rela-
tionships with US allies around
the world.

The partnership programme
was signed by Vice-Admiral Ab-
dullah Khamis al Raisi, Chief of
Staff of Sultan's Armed Forces
(SAF), and Maj Gen Kerry
Muehlenbeck, Adjutant General
of Arizona National Guard, in the
presence of Katie Hobbs, Gover-
nor of Arizona.

During the signing cere-
mony, the two sides issued a
joint press statement reading as
follows: ‘The Sultanate of Oman
has a robust and historical
strategic relationship with the
United States of America. The
signing of the partnership pro-
gramme between Oman's Min-
istry of Defence and the
Arizona National Guard of the
United States of America today

embodies this strong and ad-
vanced relationship and en-
hances joint cooperation in
military, security and a range of
strategic fields. Through this
new partnership, the Sultanate
of Oman and the United States
of America reaffirmed historical
ties between the two countries
and mutual commitments to
achieve shared goals and com-
mon interests.’

On the occasion, Vice-Admi-
ral Raisi said, “The official signing
ceremony of the State Partner-
ship Programme culminates the
efforts of both countries’ leader-

ships to enhance the long exist-
ing bilateral cooperation and
strategic partnership between
the two countries. It reaffirms the
importance of strengthening the
joint military and security efforts
to reinforce common strategic
and national interests of both
friendly countries and paves the
way for more cooperation in the
field of joint defence and security
in pursuance common interests
and objectives.”

On his part, Maj Gen
Muehlenbeck said, “This is a
unique and exciting time for the
State of Arizona and the Arizona

National Guard. Year 2023
marks the 30th anniversary of
one of the oldest State Partner-
ship Programmes between Ari-
zona and the Republic of
Kazakhstan. With today’s sign-
ing, Arizona now also welcomes
the newest State Partnership
with the Sultanate of Oman. The
talents and dedication of our
service members make the Ari-
zona National Guard the right
choice. Together our capabilities
will grow and strengthen our
forces, communities and the
countries we serve.”
ONA

Defence Ministry, National
Guard of US State of Arizona
sign partnership programme

Housing Ministry signs 22 usufruct
agreements worth over RO4.5mn
Our Correspondent 
Muscat

The Ministry of Housing and
Urban Planning (MHUP) signed
22 usufruct agreements of a
total investment value of over
RO4.5mn in several gover-
norates on Monday.

H E Hamad bin Ali al
Nazwani, MHUP Undersecre-
tary, signed the agreements with
representatives of the invest-
ment projects.

Of the 22 agreements, four
are for industrial projects and
one commercial-cum-residen-

tial project in Muscat; two indus-
trial, five commercial and four
commercial-cum-residential
projects in Dakhliyah; three in-
dustrial projects in South Bati-
nah; one industrial project in
North Sharqiyah; one industrial
project in Al Wusta; and a resi-
dential commercial project in
Dhofar.

MHUP offered 161 plots of
land via public auction to boost
investments in the sultanate in
2022. The 161 land plots offered
for investments were provided
with all services and located in
areas with large population den-

sity. The ministry signed 
500 contracts and received fees
of more than RO7.5mn for
these.

The ministry is currently of-
fering 41 plots of land, between
150sqm to 2,000sqm, and 15 in-
vestment sites, between
3,113sqm and 108,000sqm, via
public auction in several gover-
norates to develop the real es-
tate sector and stimulate
investments.

This is with the aim of sup-
porting growth of the GDP and
supporting the strategic goals of
Oman Vision 2040.
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Weeklong activities kick off
to drive sustainable change

Muscat - Oman Sustainability
Week (OSW) commenced at
Oman Convention and Exhibition
Centre on Monday with the aim
of promoting sustainability as a
crucial element in supporting
comprehensive development, in
line with the goals of Oman Vi-
sion 2040. 

The event is being attended by
senior government officials, am-
bassadors accredited to Oman,
as well as several specialists, ex-
perts and technicians engaged in
the fields of energy, environment
and water. 

The event will continue until
March 16 with wide local and in-
ternational participation.

Hosted by the Ministry of En-
ergy and Minerals in partnership
with Petroleum Development
Oman, OSW is seeking to raise
awareness on the importance of
sustainable practices and pre-
serving the environment while
safeguarding natural resources. 

The event aims to advance
sustainability in the fields of en-

ergy and water, reflecting
Oman’s commitment to creating
a more sustainable future. With
extensive participation from a
range of stakeholders, including
officials, experts and specialists
from various sectors, the event is
expected to attract over 7,000
attendees, more than 150 distin-
guished speakers and over 80 ex-
hibiting companies. 

The weeklong programme
features a variety of activities, in-
cluding conferences, workshops,
summits, interactive sessions,
awards and site visits focused on
promoting dialogue and collabo-
ration around sustainability-re-
lated topics. 

Commenting on the launch of
OSW activities, H E Mohsin bin
Hamad bin Saif al Hadhrami, Un-
dersecretary in the Ministry of
Energy and Minerals, said, "In
light of the rapid developments
and transformations the world is
witnessing, sustainability and
practices aimed at preserving the
environment and resources have

become increasingly important.
Today, everyone, including insti-
tutions, individuals and special-
ists, is working to adopt the latest
practices and technologies that
promote and support sustainable
principles. 

“Undoubtedly, OSW will cre-
ate momentum around sustain-
ability issues by raising
awareness and promoting con-
cepts related to hydrogen and re-
newable energy technologies,
while emphasising the impor-
tance of reducing carbon emis-
sions and preserving natural
resources, water and energy."

He added that OSW serves as
a national platform that show-
cases Oman's unwavering com-
mitment to achieving leadership
in sustainability, whilst also pro-
viding an opportunity for knowl-
edge and experience exchange.
“It features the latest technolo-
gies, solutions and initiatives
from around the globe, making it
a model for enabling sustainabil-
ity efforts through innovative

strategies in line with the United
Nations Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals." 

OSW has a diverse range of
activities scheduled, including the
International Conference on Sus-
tainability Resources and Tech-
nology on March 13 and 14, orga-
nised by Oman Environmental
Services Holding Company -
be’ah - and programmed by the
Economist Impact, and the Gaia
thought leadership conference on
industry, sustainability and future
of energy, conducted by the So-
ciety of Petroleum Engineers. 

The event will also feature
Shell Oman’s ‘Shell NXplorer’
programme, which encourages
entrepreneurs and university stu-
dents to develop solutions for
clean energy and showcases ten
innovative projects created by
students from ten schools in the
sultanate. In addition, the week
will include the ‘Nawafidh’ pro-
gramme also by Shell Oman and
field visits that aim to highlight
sustainability projects.

(Supplied photo)
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WHO, experts discuss respiratory
infections, pandemic preparedness

Low pressure
to bring rains

Muscat - In efforts to pre-
serve fish stocks, the Min-
istry of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Water Re-
sources (MAFWR) an-
nounced on Monday that it
has suspended issuing new
licences for coastal fishing
using bottom-trawling nets.

‘The ministry stopped is-
suing licences for coastal
fishing using bottom trawl-
ing method from today until
further notice,’ to help pre-
serve and develop fish
wealth, MAFWR stated.

No new licences
for bottom
trawlers 

Muscat - Heavy rains - starting
Monday night - will lash the sul-
tanate even on Tuesday, accord-
ing to the Civil Aviation Authority
(CAA).

In a statement, CAA said,
‘Oman will be affected by a low
pressure trough on Monday
night and Tuesday. The gover-
norates of Muscat , Musandam,
North Batinah and South Batinah
will be affected by thunder-
storms of varying intensity ac-
companied by active downwind
with chances of cumulus clouds
forming on Al Hajar Mountains.’

CAA advised all to be cau-
tious during rains and to keep
away from over flowing wadis.

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The third Scientific Conference
and the sixth meeting of the
Eastern Mediterranean Acute
Respiratory Infection Surveil-
lance (EMARIS) network kicked
off on Monday in Muscat, to de-
liberate on the region’s prepared-
ness for any influenza pandemic.

The three-day conference is
being organised by the World
Health Organization (WHO) to-
gether with partner organisa-
tions and hosted by the Ministry
of Health in the Sultanate of
Oman. The theme of this year’s
conference - ‘Better prepared-
ness, early detection, and rapid
response for respiratory dis-
eases’ - reflects the recommen-
dations from the previous
EMARIS meeting and Scientific
Conference for the member
states, WHO, and partners to
enhance their pandemic in-
fluenza preparedness plans. 

Three days of intense discus-
sions among more than 200
speakers and participants of
ministries of health, regional and

global experts, including WHO
and the United States Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
will shape the upcoming plans of
‘Acute Respiratory Infections in
the Region’.

In his inaugural speech, Dr
Ahmed al Mandhari, WHO Re-
gional Director for the Eastern
Mediterranean, highlighted that
this year’s EMARIS Conference
is taking place at a critical time as
the region is facing multiple
large-scale emergencies caused
by conflict, major natural disas-
ters, food insecurity, and numer-
ous outbreaks. 

Dr Mandhari stressed the im-
portance of constantly strength-
ening disease surveillance and
early warning systems for early
detection of respiratory disease
outbreaks - especially in complex
emergencies such as those faced
by several countries in the East-
ern Mediterranean Region.

Dr Mike Ryan, Executive Di-
rector of the WHO Health Emer-
gencies Programme,
commended the EMARIS 2023
calling it a true reflection of the
WHO Eastern Mediterranean

Region Vision 2023, where early
preparedness - especially amidst
a context of evolving emergen-
cies - is at its core. 

H E Dr Said Harib al Lamki,
Undersecretary for Health Af-
fairs in the Ministry of Health,
Oman, affirmed that EMARIS
2023 conference and meeting is
an opportunity to showcase
unity against the persistent
threat of the respiratory disease
of epidemic and pandemic po-
tential leveraging lessons learned
from the COVID-19 pandemic.

Dr Lamki said that some dev-
astating setbacks were experi-
enced by all of us during the
pandemic, “but the crisis has
prompted us to invest more in
prevention strategies and to be
more vigilant about other respi-
ratory viruses that could poten-
tially cause pandemics”.  

Dr David E Wentworth, Chief,
Virology Surveillance and Diag-
nosis, Influenza Division, CDC,
highlighted that “the global re-
sponse to SARS-CoV-2 was un-
precedented. It challenged us as
a global network to quickly adapt
to an emerging disease.”

Continued from Page 01
It displays antiques from each
era and chronicles the diverse fa-
cilities housed by the museum.

After that, His Majesty the
Sultan toured the corridors of the
museum. He heard a summary of
the most prominent pavilions in
the Gallery of History, the Gallery
of the Blessed Renaissance and
the Gallery of the Future. 

His Majesty Sultan also visited
the lecture hall and the ‘Ideas and
Innovation Labs’ at the Knowl-
edge Centre. There, he heard
briefings on a number of innova-
tions and student projects from
schools of Dakhliyah gover-
norate.

At the conclusion of the open-
ing ceremony, His Majesty the
Sultan received a commemora-
tive gift from Oman Across Ages
Museum. The gift - a scale model

of the museum - was presented
to His Majesty the Sultan by Sec-
retary-General Kindi.

In a symbolic gesture, His
Majesty the Sultan offered his

own personal cane as a gift to the
museum to be added to its col-
lection.

Before leaving the premises of
the museum, His Majesty was
briefed about an ancient lime-
stone rock from Wadi Lahjaij 
in Dhofar governorate that fig-
ured among the displays. The
rock bears a set of primitive
drawings.

The official opening ceremony
was attended by Royal Family
members, chairmen of State
Council and Majlis A’Shura, min-
isters, heads of security and mili-
tary units, and other officials and
dignitaries.
ONA

His Majesty opens Oman Across Ages Museum
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Our Correspondent
Muscat

Oman's government recorded a
budget surplus of RO145mn in
January this year as compared
to a surplus of RO18mn in the
same period of last year, the
Ministry of Finance announced
on Monday.

The sharp increase in Janu-
ary surplus was mainly due to a
22 per cent rise in total revenues
which came at RO982mn as
against RO804mn in the same
month a year ago.

Higher revenues was mainly
a result of increase in oil and gas
income, which accounted for
about 88 per cent of Oman's
total public revenues, according
to Fiscal Performance Bulletin
issued by the Ministry of Fi-
nance.

With increased output and
higher prices, net oil revenues
grew by nine per cent to
RO602mn in January this year
as compared to RO554mn in
January 2022, while gas rev-
enues increased by 18 per cent
year-on-year to RO258mn.

The sultanate's daily oil pro-
duction increased by 5.2 per
cent to 1.063mn barrels per day
in January 2023 in comparison
with 1.01mn barrels per day
recorded in the same period of
the previous year.

Average price at which
Oman sold its crude oil during
January increased nearly 11 per
cent to US$91 per barrel from
US$82 per barrel recorded in
January 2022.

The sultanate’s 2023

budget is based on an average
oil price estimate of US$55 per
barrel and average oil produc-
tion of 1.175mn barrels per day.

Moreover, the govern-
ment's current revenue collec-

tion surged nearly four times to
RO122mn in January this year
from RO31mn recorded in the
same months of last year.

Oman's government repaid
RO511mn worth of loans during
January 2023, reducing the
country's total debt to
RO17.2bn, the Ministry of Fi-
nance announced.

'During the month of Janu-
ary 2023, total repaid loans
amounted to RO511mn which

primarily constituted of
RO480mn maturing interna-
tional bonds. This has con-
tributed towards reducing the
total government debt to
RO17.2bn at the end of January,'

the ministry said in its Fiscal
Performance Bulletin.

Public spending up 7%
Oman’s total public spending
during January 2023 was
recorded at RO837mn, which is
RO51mn or seven per cent
higher compared to the same
period a year ago.

The sultanate’s current ex-
penditure slightly increased to
RO299mn in January this year

when compared with
RO296mn of the same period a
year ago.

Development expenditure
of the ministries and govern-
ment units amounted to
RO1mn, which represents just
0.1 per cent of total RO900mn
allocated for developmental
spending for the full year 2023.

Expenditure for contribu-
tions and other expenses cate-
gory (which also include
government subsidies) was
raised by 19.3 per cent to
RO37mn during January this
year as compared to RO31mn
recorded in January 2022. Oil
product subsidy amounted to
RO4mn in January, while an
amount of RO33mn was trans-
ferred to future debt obligations
budget-item.

The Ministry of Finance in
its monthly bulletin also high-
lighted the International Mone-
tary Fund's forecasts that
indicates Oman's GDP growth
at 4.1 per cent for 2023.

Oman records RO145mn
budget surplus in January

Oman's government repaid
RO511mn worth of loans during 
January 2023, reducing the 
country’s total debt to RO17.2bn

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Omantel and UAE’s du, from
Emirates Integrated Telecommu-
nications Company (EITC), have
come together to link Oman and
the UAE through a newly acti-
vated 275km international fibre
optic submarine cable named the
Oman Emirates Gateway (OEG).

The OEG project will meet the
evolving market demands, scale
up speed, expand connectivity,
deliver enhanced customer expe-
rience and provide wider com-
mercial offerings, Omantel said in
a press statement.

Oman and the UAE are cur-
rently connected through terres-
trial and submarine routes. The
new cable system of OEG will
serve as an express connection
between both countries and the
partnership will reiterate Oman-
tel’s and du’s position as leading
wholesale players supporting the
region to evolve into the new
promising global communication
hub.

Talal al Mamari, CEO of

Omantel, said, “I am glad to an-
nounce this partnership with du.
This direct and dedicated corri-
dor will synergise the goals of
Omantel as the global wholesale
hub and of du as the regional
data hub, bringing huge benefits
to our wholesale and enterprise
customers. Both companies will
also be able to further expand
their networks with higher effi-
ciency and improved connectiv-
ity which will result in a
significant positive impact in
terms of services quality and
product variety.”

“The importance of this part-
nership is reflected by the fact
that it is the first of its kind re-
gional fibre optic submarine
cable which connects two inter-
national data centres – Equinix
MC1 in Barka, Oman and data-
mena DX1 in Dubai, UAE. This
link will act as a major facilitator
for hyperscalers, content
providers and international carri-
ers that are currently hosted in
these data centres to avail im-
proved connectivity services and
higher capacities and will be able

to directly link their Point of Pres-
ence (POPs) in the region. In-
creased connectivity between
the two data centres will also at-
tract more global players to the
region, improve the quality of
connectivity, which will in turn,
boost customer experience,”
Mamari added.

Fahad al Hassawi, CEO of du,
said, “We are excited to enter
into this partnership with Oman-
tel. The agreement comes from
a common vision for a new
strategic direction that will help
both companies optimise their
assets and positions in the local,
regional and global markets. 

“OEG will trigger more invest-
ments to the region and boost
the performance of our whole-
sale and enterprise customers,
which will be passed further
down the line to the society by
bringing largescale transforma-
tion. We share the same vision
with Omantel of transforming
the region to a global telecom
hub and have always strived to
introduce cutting-edge solutions
to our customers.”

Omantel's VP of wholesale Suhail Qadir (left) with Karim Benkirane, chief commercial officer at du (Supplied photo)

Omantel, du launch Oman
Emirates Gateway project

(Muscat Daily)
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The Oman Investment Authority
(OIA) on Monday announced
that it has started the process for
exiting investment in Oman Ce-
ment Company. OIA, which
owns a majority stake in Oman
Cement, will sell its entire stake
to China-based Huaxin Cement
Company.

In a statement to Oman News
Agency, Ibrahim bin Said al Eis-
ari, director general of private
ownership at OIA, said, “This exit
comes in accordance with a plan
pursued by OIA aimed at achiev-
ing a number of goals, including
attracting foreign investment to
the sultanate. This will contribute
to achieving economic diversifi-

cation and transfer of modern
technology to the targeted sec-
tors.”

He pointed out that Huaxin
Cement Company is among the
10 largest cement manufacturers
in the world. Huaxin is listed on
the Shanghai and Hong Kong
stock exchanges and relies on
modern technologies for its
work.

“This will contribute to the de-
velopment of operations at
Oman Cement, increase its effi-
ciency in production lines, and
enhance its competitiveness lo-
cally and regionally, in addition to
enhancing the positive image of
the Omani industrial sector in
general,” Eisari added.

In a disclosure to the Muscat
Stock Exchange, Oman Cement

confirmed that it received inti-
mation from its major share-
holder Investment Authority SPC
(IA), a wholly-owned subsidiary
of OIA.

As per the disclosure, IA has
entered into a sale purchase
agreement with Huaxin (Hong
Kong) International Holdings
Limited, a wholly-owned sub-
sidiary of Huaxin Cement Com-
pany, for the sale of IA's entire
shareholding in Oman cement to
Huaxin, comprising 59.58 per
cent of the issued capital of
Oman Cement.

'Pursuant to the share pur-
chase agreement, the initial con-
sideration payable at completion
shall be US$193.1mn which cor-
responds to 59.58 per cent of the
equity value of the company as

of December 31, 2022,' Oman
Cement said.

'Following completion, the
final consideration will be calcu-
lated based on the actual equity
value of Oman Cement as of the
completion date (taking into
consideration cash, debt, and
working capital movements as of
the completion date) as well as
the dividends for 2022 that will
be approved at the next annual
general meeting of the com-
pany,' the company added.

Oman Cement said that the
completion of the transaction is
subject to certain conditions, in-
cluding regulatory approvals and
filing in Oman and China, adding
that the longstop date for com-
pletion of the transaction is June
1, 2023.

OIA to sell its majority stake
in Oman Cement to Huaxin

Muscat – The fund management
body of Bank Muscat Oryx Fund
has proposed a dividend distri-
bution of 68bz per unit to be paid
to the unitholders for the finan-
cial year 2022. 

The proposed dividend is
subject to requisite approvals
from the unitholders and other
competent authorities.

Accordingly, the fund has
maintained its track record of
consistently growing dividend
distributions despite a challeng-
ing market environment, a press
release said.

In addition to the regular in-
come distributions through divi-
dends, the fund has also been
rewarding its investors with at-

tractive capital appreciation
since its inception in 1994. Oryx
Fund delivered an average return
of 12.7 per cent per annum to in-
vestors over the last ten years
which translates into an aggre-
gate return of 230.5 per cent
over this period.

The return delivered by Oryx
Fund over the last 10 years is sig-
nificantly higher than average re-
turns offered by alternatives over
the same period like the MSX30
Index 3.4 per cent per annum,
S&P GCC Index 3.9 per cent per
annum, MSCI Emerging Markets
Index 1.8 per cent per annum,
gold negative 1.9 per cent per
annum, and term deposits with
commercial banks in Oman gen-

erally offering varied average in-
terest rates up to 4 to 5 per cent
per annum. As such, Oryx Fund
clearly stands out as an attrac-
tive investment choice for
prospective investors with a
medium to long term view.

Furthermore, Oryx Fund has
delivered positive performance
of 5.8 per cent for the one-year
period ended December 31,
2022 against negative return of
7.1 per cent in its benchmark i.e.
S&P GCC Index. 

Backed by this strong per-
formance, Oryx Fund has once
again been recognised as the
best performing MENA equity
fund by the reputed Citywire
rankings for the year 2022.

Bank Muscat Oryx Fund
proposes highest ever
dividend for 2022

Dubai, UAE – Shares in the
United Arab Emirates' ADNOC
Gas rose 19 per cent in their first
day of trading on Monday in a
US$2.5bn initial public offering
that aims to tap into growing de-
mand for the fuel.

ADNOC Gas, a subsidiary of
state-owned energy giant Abu
Dhabi National Oil Company
(ADNOC), closed at 2.82
dirhams (US$0.77) after open-
ing at 2.37 and briefly hitting
2.96 on the Abu Dhabi stock ex-
change.

ADNOC Gas, which only be-
came operational at the start of
this year, is the bourse's biggest
flotation yet. The overall market
was down 0.6 per cent at
9,767.63.

At more than 50 times over-
subscribed, it was the biggest de-
mand ever seen for an initial
public offering in the Middle East
and North Africa, outstripping oil
firm Saudi Aramco's world-
record US$29.4bn listing just
over three years ago.

The final offer price of 2.37
dirhams, near the top of its
range, implied a market capitali-
sation of around US$50bn for
the new company.

"Demand for the stock was
expected to remain strong after
listing with the favourable pric-
ing," Monica Malik, chief econo-
mist at UAE bank ADCB, told
AFP.

The rapidly organised IPO fol-
lows last year's scramble for al-
ternative gas resources after
Russia's invasion of Ukraine, and
comes as countries search for
cleaner fuels to mitigate global
warming.

ADNOC, the United Arab
Emirates' key revenue-earner,
retains a 90 per cent stake in the
subsidiary formed from its for-
mer gas processing, LNG and in-
dustrial gas units.

Gas is being touted as cleaner
than other fossil fuels as coun-
tries around the world strive to
reduce their emissions.

Energy consultant Roudi
Baroudi, who heads the Qatar-
based Energy and Environment
Holding firm, said Liquefied Nat-
ural Gas (LNG) was "the most

important transition fuel" in the
move away from more polluting
hydrocarbons.

"As global efforts to battle cli-
mate change gain pace, the role
of natural gas in general... is
widely expected to grow,"
Baroudi said.

"ADNOC enjoys a solid repu-
tation, so it was to be expected
that the ADNOC Gas IPO would
attract strong interest."

ADNOC Gas could be the first
in a series of share offerings in
Abu Dhabi this year.

At least eight companies are
expected to follow, Bloomberg
said, citing Sameh Al Qubaisi, di-
rector general of economic af-
fairs at Abu Dhabi's Department
of Economic Development.
AFP

UAE's ADNOC Gas shares
surge 19% in $2.5bn IPO

The UK arm of failed US lender
Silicon Valley Bank has been sold
to HSBC for a nominal £1
(US$1.2) in a rescue deal, the
government and HSBC an-
nounced Monday.

The deal, overseen by the
Bank of England and the Treas-
ury, comes after SVB collapsed
Friday sparking panic in Britain
over its customers in the tech-
nology and life science sectors.
AFP

HSBC buys
failed SVB's
UK arm for £1
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In recognition of exceptional sus-
tainability efforts, Omani Holding
Company for Environmental
Services - be’ah - awarded top-
performing companies at the
Oman Sustainability Week
Awards, held in conjunction with
the Oman Sustainability Week
2023 in Muscat.

The event took place at the
Oman Convention and Exhibition
Centre (OCEC) under the pa-
tronage of H E Eng Salim bin
Nasser al Aufi, Minister of En-
ergy and Minerals, and was at-
tended by a number of ministers,
undersecretaries, CEOs of com-
panies and stakeholders in the
field of sustainability.

These awards serve as a com-
mendation to top-performing
companies in implementing sus-
tainable practices pertaining to
environmental, social, and gover-
nance (ESG) factors, which align
with Oman Vision 2040 objec-
tives. The framework, which is

based on the internationally rec-
ognized GRI standard, was devel-
oped in collaboration with the
Center for Sustainability and Ex-
cellence based in Chicago, Illinois.

The Oman Sustainability
Week Awards serve as the
launchpad for a week-long initia-
tive that encompasses a vast ex-
hibition, a conference, and
diverse field visits. These awards
aim to raise awareness about

sustainability issues and encour-
age companies and institutions
to incorporate responsible and
sustainable practices into their
corporate strategies. 

Additionally, they underscore
the significance of dedicating
oneself to social and environ-
mental issues to achieve long-
term economic growth.

The Oman Sustainability
index have been meticulously

categorised into various sections,
highlighting the country efforts
towards sustainable practices in
environmental, social, gover-
nance and human resources do-
mains. The assessment was
based on key performance indi-
cators such as the governance
criteria, encompassing the or-
ganisation vision, anti-corruption
policies, sustainability goals,
stakeholder engagement and

sustainability reporting. 
The social practices criteria

focus on evaluating the organiza-
tion social impact, contribution
to local communities and effec-
tive supply chain management.
The environmental criteria ex-
amine the efficiency of the or-
ganisation environmental
management system, energy
consumption, waste manage-
ment, and emission reduction. 

Additionally, the human re-
sources criteria assess the or-
ganization performance in
ensuring employees’ health,
safety, training and education
and providing job opportunities
for the community.

In this edition of the Oman
Sustainability Week Awards,
new categories have been added,
including government, academia,
small businesses in addition to

the medium-large businesses -
involving 19 organisations. 

An increase of more than 50
per cent from last iteration partic-
ipation. These organisations have
benefited from detailed reports
prepared by specialised and ex-
perienced assessors in the field of
sustainability. The reports pro-
vided a thorough evaluation of
each participating organisation,
along with results and grades. 

be'ah awards ‘Outstanding Sustainability Initiatives’
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OMan’s MOst trusted Brand

In a rousing testament to its
steadfastness as a worthy com-
panion in every kitchen in
Oman, Minara, the flagship
brand of Areej Vegetable Oils &
Derivatives (AVOD) has won
Oman’s Most Trusted Brand
Award 2022. This is the third
time that the brand has won the
seal of approval from its loyal
consumers in Oman.

The ultimate recognition was
conferred to AVOD at a gala
event held under the auspices of
H E Eng Said bin Hamoud bin
Said al Ma’awali, Minister of
Transport, Communications
and Information Technology, at

Al Bustan Palace, a Ritz-Carlton
Hotel, last week. It was attended
by their Highnesses, Excellen-
cies and senior officials from 50
winning companies along with
Oman’s crème de la crème from
the corporate and media sector.

Oman’s Most Trusted Brand
Awards is the sultanate’s first
trust-based brand awards that
act as top recognition and vali-
dation of public trust in a brand.
The winners are selected
through a carefully vetted vot-
ing process that reaches out to
the consumers to choose from
among the best they trust.

Eng Salem bin Nasser al

Bortmany, CEO - Areej Veg-
etable Oils & Derivatives - ex-
pressed his happiness at the
momentous win and said, “Con-
sumer trust is always para-
mount. It is easy to fall short of
expectations, especially during
turbulent times. To have won
the Oman’s Most Trusted
Brand award for the third time,
especially in times such as
these, not only underlines the
significance of consumer trust,
but it also acts as timely valida-
tion that AVOD has continued
to do right for its end users and
contributed to enriching their
lives and of those around them.”

Minara ‘most trusted’ in
Food Products category MG Motors Oman, the

renowned automotive brand,
has been crowned with the
prestigious title of ‘Oman’s
Most Trusted Brand - 2022’ in
the Sedan and 4WD category. 

The award is a testament to
the trust and loyalty that MG
Oman has earned from its cus-
tomers over the years. More
than 900,000 people partici-
pated in a month-long survey to
determine the most trusted
brands in Oman, and MG Oman
emerged as the winner.

The award recognises MG
Oman’s commitment to provid-
ing high-quality vehicles and
services that customers can
trust. The company has built its
reputation on great cars, fantas-

tic technology, excellent and
competitive pricing, exceptional
customer service, and great
network coverage.

MG Oman has seen an im-
pressive sales growth over the
past three years, making it the
second-largest automotive
brand in Oman today.

“This recognition means
everything to us. At the end of
the day, the consumer is our key
target, so by receiving this
award through a consumer vote
makes it invaluable,” said
Mohsin Hani al Bahrani, CEO,
MHD ACERE. 

“It just reinforces our vision
of becoming the most preferred
auto brand is being realised. We
are very buoyant about the year

ahead with new product
launches in the pipeline and be-
lieve that our customers’ trust is
well placed.”

Tom Lee, Managing Director
of MG Motor’s Middle East op-
erations, commented, “As one
of our biggest markets in the
Middle East, it is extremely
gratifying to see how much cus-
tomers in Oman love and ad-
mire the MG brand. This award
gives us the momentum to keep
ascending greater heights. 

“I expect us to maintain this
momentum based on MG's ex-
tremely appealing combination
of competitive pricing, fantastic
product, great styling, amazing
technology, and a fantastic
dealer support team.”

MG Motors Oman wins
in Sedan/4WD category

To offer an upgraded banking
experience and provide cus-
tomers with the best services
and products that comply with
the principles of sharia’a, Alizz
Islamic Bank has launched Al-
izzOne a value proposition for
those who wish to transfer
their salaries to the bank. 

The bank’s commitment to
meeting the diverse financial
needs of society is demon-
strated through the tailor-
made programme AlizzOne
that encompasses financing,
accounts, and savings plans.
This all-inclusive package aims
to provide innovative services
that offer flexible financing
rates and a variety of account
and financing product options

to customers. 
Furthermore, the package is

designed to enhance the cus-
tomer experience for those
who aspire to invest via their
savings.

The banking products pack-
age offered under AlizzOne in-
cludes a current account that
facilitates various customer
transactions and offers op-
tional cheque book issuance. 

Additionally, there is a long-
term savings plan account that
is designed to enable cus-
tomers to save towards spe-
cific goals while earning
monthly profits. Customers
can also link a savings account
to a current account and a sep-
arate savings account as a

sweep functionality. 
There is also a fixed invest-

ment deposit wakalah or
murabaha account, which are
investment accounts that in-
cludes deposits for profit gen-
eration purposes.

The AlizzOne package of-
fered by Alizz Islamic Bank
provides a wide range of fi-
nancing options, including
home finance, auto finance,
and personal finance and has
been designed to offer attrac-
tive benefits to customers who
choose to transfer their
salaries to Alizz Islamic Bank.
These benefits include a full
year exemption from credit
card fees if the customer ap-
plies for a card.

AlizzOne offers upgraded banking
experience for salaried customers

ahlibank hosted selected ‘Exclu-
siv Banking and Wealth Man-
agement’ clients, who have been
a part of its impressive growth in
the local and regional banking
sector, in its new state-of-the-art
headquarters at Wattaya in
Muscat.

The upscale construction, re-
flecting its innovative approach
to banking, was welcomed by
‘Exclusiv’ customers at a special
meet-and-greet event organised
by ahlibank.

The new ahlibank building
embodies ethos as a customer-
centric institution, received over-
whelming appreciation from the
gathering of Exclusiv account
holders of the bank. The archi-
tectural strengths of the building,
its aesthetic interiors, and desig-
nated lounge facilities, in addition
to the wealth management de-
partment design in a modern and
distinctive style, all aim to ensure
our customers’ comfort and pri-

vacy while conducting their
transactions, which is a prime
example of the bank’s commit-
ment to enhancing the experi-
ences of our customers.

Speaking on the sidelines of
the event, Najla Murtadha al
Lawati, AGM - Head of Private
Banking & Wealth Management,
ahlibank, said, “We are proud of
our glorious 15-year journey that
has led us to this momentous oc-
casion and are grateful to all our
elite customers who have stood

by us over the years. Their pres-
ence at this informal gathering,
to witness our success from
close quarters, reaffirms their
trust in our capabilities and rede-
fines our dedication to cater to
our clients who are active part-
ners in the government’s Vision
2040.”

Explaining further, she added,
“Since the inception of ahlibank,
we have committed to a cus-
tomer-centric approach, to meet
our customer’s expectations and
provide a distinctive banking ex-
perience. 

“To achieve this, the bank has
launched many advanced bank-
ing solutions and innovative elec-
tronic and digital platforms for
individuals, companies, Exclusiv
customers, and high-net-worth
customers. We also believe that
the country’s economy has ben-
efited greatly from ahlibank’s fi-
nancial and business advisory
services.”

ahlibank hosts ‘Exclusiv Banking
Clients’ in its new head office



DaILY CrossWorD

GeMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21
Motivation is lacking in your life right now. What you really need is

someone or something to light a fire under you! Go out and seek

some stimulation. Find a mentor, someone who has reached the goal

that you want to reach. Find out if they can help you get there too.

Their ego will definitely be stroked by your attention, and the chances

are good that they'll be receptive to the idea of taking you under their

wing. Everyone needs some guidance to get to where they want to go.

taURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20
Succumbing to peer pressure isn't a good idea for you. It sends the

wrong message about who you are and only causes you to do things

you don't really want to do with people you don't really respect. Be

brave enough today to go your own way when push comes to shove.

If you have to go it alone, at least you'll be in good company. Your

high-quality allies understand that you're just doing what is right for

you, so they will only wish you well.

TEST YOUR 
KNoWLedGe

answers:1. D  2. D  3. C 

CaNCeR JUNE 22-JULY 22
The more extravagantly you spend right now, the less money you'll

have later. Your finances are finite, you know. If you want to keep

dipping into the money well, then you need to keep putting more in

there! Saving your money isn't supposed to be fun, and right now it

could hurt just a little bit. But by tightening your belt now, you'll be

able to loosen up later. You need to learn that delayed gratification

can be much sweeter than the immediate kind.

Leo JULY 23-AUGUST 22
A lot of warmth is going to be coming your way today, and it's all

coming from your friends. You know, the people who you choose to

have in your life. This is a wonderful day. You'll be reminded just

how loved you are by your favorite people and how much you love

them right back! Their importance in your life is paramount, so

make time today to just hang out with them. Enjoy the private jokes

and silliness you all share together so well.

LIBRa SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22
There is a born leader deep inside of you, and it's about time you let

them out to play! The hierarchy in a group you're a member of is getting

confusing, and someone with clarity needs to step up and help everyone

get more organized. That someone should be you today! People enjoy

the unique perspective you bring to every meeting, and they'll react well

to your new ideas. In your home life, you're gaining more and more

control over an issue you feared would overwhelm you.

VIRGo AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22
Action is required when it comes to a serious project. But you'll

manage to have a great deal of fun with it! There's a lot of joy around

you now, although it might feel difficult for you to tap in to it. Not to

worry. Chip away a little bit at a time and eventually you'll break

through and start getting in on the good times. An old friend has a

new interest, and they're going to try to get you into it as well. Give it

a serious try, and be honest if it's just not your thing.

SCoRpIo OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21
Put some more effort into your career today. It might be necessary

in order to avoid a crisis. Don't panic. Just take care of business the

right way and you'll be fine. What's the problem? You thought you

had everything totally under control, but there is one tiny thing you

forgot about. Figure out what it is and then touch base with your

boss. Show them that you take an interest in the bigger picture, not

just your own situation. You'll come out on top!

SaGIttaRIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER21
Foreign cultures, food, music, dance, and even politics will hold special

interest for you right now. You're getting more eager to push beyond

what you know of the world. You want unusual stimulation, and this is

an important sign that you're about to go through a growth phase.

Expose yourself to different cultures and immerse yourself in them as

much as you can. The world is a big place and you know so little of it.

Isn't it time for you to go out and start learning more?

aQUaRIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18
Just like children need structure in their lives to excel, adults need

structure too. The big question is if you have enough. If you don't have

a schedule or at least a loose plan, you could veer off course and get

little if anything done. There's too much disarray in your life right now,

and it's going to be very easy to get distracted if you don't have your

priorities set. Take time today to sort through the details. Put things in

the right order.

CapRICoRN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19
Do you have a friend or coworker who has been making some bad

decisions that could be hurting their future? Step in and do what you

can to help them figure things out today. It might sound like a harsh

tactic, but you should paint a picture of the worst-case scenario for

them. That will help them see that where they're headed might not

be a good place to go. Sometimes scare tactics are the best way to

help people avoid failure and regret.

pISCeS FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20
Pinpoint something about yourself that you want to improve today

and get started on fixing it! You're in a great frame of mind to tackle

that bad habit and get on track for a better health regimen. You have

so much power over your body and your state of mind, and it's time

you started wielding it. A positive change is well within your grasp. All

it takes is a little bit more time than you were hoping it would take.

You're on the launch pad to a better life. Get ready to take off!

aRIeS MARCH 21-APRIL 19
If you're in the midst of a heated fight or squabble with a loved one,

you can expect the temperature to get even hotter today. It's not

exactly enjoyable, but it is progress. This is going to be the worst of it,

and once the two of you go through the fire, you'll both be better off

and your relationship will be even stronger. Honesty is important in

any healthy relationship, although it isn't always easy to give (or

take). Telling them what they want to hear is a waste of time.

01.  Where is the Viedma Glacier

which empties into the western

end of Lake Viedma?

A. Iceland

B. Norway

C. New Zealand

D. Argentina

02. Who is the writer for the TV

series "Absolutely Fabulous"?

A. Tracey Ullman

B. Hugh Laurie

C. Ruby Wax

D. Jennifer Saunders

03. The New York Stock Ex-

change, established under that

name in 1865, deals in what?

A. Stock cars

B. Cattle and sheep

C. Shares and derivatives

D. Soup bases

LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9 and

only one instance of each number

You have three minutes to find
all the words contained in this
word. 

Rules: Words should be at least
four letters long, proper nouns
and duplicates don’t count

WoRd BUILdeR

do YoU SUdoKU?BoGGLeR

SU
d

o
K

U
 e

a
SY

 a
N

SW
eR

Each game will present you with a
matrix filled with letters. The
objective is to form words by
linking adjacent letters - to the left,
right, on top, bottom, or diagonal
to each other. The Boggles Classic
game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words
are valued at one point for each
letter in excess of two letters. A
three letter word is worth one
point, a four letter word is  worth
two points, and so on. Valid words
must be at least three letters long. 
Solution 20-25 words:
Excellent, 15-20 words: Very
good, 10-15 words: Good, 
5-10 words: Average

aCRoSS

1) Word hyphenated with

"ran"

5) Sudden gush

10) Liquid in a trunk

13) Within striking distance

14) Relieves, as pain

15) Pimples, collectively

16) What tourists do

19) Anger or fury

20) Like some futures or

cheeks

21) Celebrity bit part

22) British Conservative

23) Three-legged stands

25) Ages, as cheese

28) Brief period of time

29) A god of war

30) Showy adornment

31) Capturing-of-thought-

waves

skill

34) Gives an exaggerated

reaction

38) They loop the Loop

39) Hospital employee

40) Appliance with a door

41) It can show you the

world

42) Calculating

44) In an abrasive manner

47) One of "Wrath" in a

"Star

Trek" sequel

48) Conscious

49) Torque wrench, e.g.

50) In vitro items

53) "I promise you"

57) Pilot and flight atten-

dants,

collectively

58) With hearing organs

59) Nevada's second-

largest

city

60) Men and boys

61) Orderly grouping

62) Cannon's sound

doWN

1) One who hasn't turned

pro?

2) Jet-set jet

3) "For heaven's_!"

4) Valuable mine rock

5) Spanish gents

6) Legendary country

singer Cline

7) Like a post-eruption

landscape

8) Ball elevator

9) Laser center?

10) Schmendrick

11) Wanted in on a poker

hand

12) Mexican currency

15) Open-mouthed in shock

17) Monopoly board circler,

once

18) It's formed in mid-drip

22) Some wallet bills

23) Comanche group

24) Mini stream

25) _ into the sunset

26) Statue that's sacred to

some

27) Slapstick staples

28) Supporting beam

30) Quick, sudden attack

31) Place for 18-Down

32) Alter

33) Remain undecided

35) "O Canada" is one

36) Hardly thrilling

37) Having trouble deciding

41) In a crooked position

42) Rundown

43) Time for a marching

band

44) Be egged no longer?

45) Cognizant

46) Tends to the fall fall

47) Divided Asian country

49) Unit of pressure

50) Common cookie

51) Italian wine

52) Molecule member

54) Thumbs-up vote

55) Failed negotiation result

56) Sphere

KIDs CoLoUrIng
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Seoul, South Korea - North Korea
said on Monday it had test-fired
two strategic cruise missiles
from a submarine, as South
Korea and the United States
kicked off their largest joint mili-
tary exercises in five years.

Nuclear-armed Pyongyang
said the test verified its ‘nuclear
war deterrence means in differ-
ent spaces’ as it slammed the
drills - known as Freedom Shield
- which will run for 10 days from
Monday as part of the allies’
drive to counter North Korea’s
growing threats.

“The two strategic cruise mis-
siles precisely hit the preset tar-
get on the East Sea of Korea,” the
official Korean Central News
Agency (KCNA) said.

North Korea is not technically
banned from firing cruise mis-
siles under current UN sanctions
- although tests relating to its nu-
clear arsenal are not allowed.

The KCNA report said the test
was linked to the United States
and South Korea ‘getting ever-
more undisguised in their anti-
DPRK military manoeuvres’,

referring to the North by its offi-
cial name.

The South Korean military
said it had detected the launch of
at least one unidentified missile
from a North Korean submarine
on Sunday morning.

Photos and video released by
North Korean state media
showed the submarine, the ‘8.24
Yongung’, and a missile flying
into the sky from the water, trail-
ing white smoke and flames.

Analysts said ‘huge doubts’
remain about how advanced the
North’s submarine programme

is. Park Won-gon, a professor at
Ewha University in Seoul, said
the state media images sug-
gested the missile was fired from
above the water.

“Then there is no point in
shooting from a submarine be-
cause there is no stealth,” Park
told AFP.

“North Korea says the
weapons are deployed, but
whether we believe it with cred-
ibility is another matter.”

Defensive drill 
The Freedom Shield drills ‘in-

volve wartime procedures to
repel potential North Korean at-
tacks and conduct a stabilisation
campaign in the North’, the
South Korean military has said.

It emphasised that the exer-
cise was a ‘defensive one based
on a combined operational plan’.

But North Korea views all
such exercises as rehearsals for
invasion and has repeatedly
warned it would take ‘over-
whelming’ action in response.

“North Korea has been speak-
ing in missiles against joint drills,”
said Go Myong-hyun, a re-

searcher at the Asan Institute for
Policy Studies in Seoul.

“It wants to emphasise that
the reason for developing mis-
siles is for self-defence pur-
poses,” he said.

The foreign ministry in Py-
ongyang also released a state-
ment on Monday slamming the
United States over what it
called ‘the US vicious ‘human
rights’ racket’, after Washing-
ton said it would hold a UN
meeting this week on abuses in
North Korea.
AFP

North Korea launches missiles as
US, S Korea kick off major drills

US soldiers walk past military vehicles at a military training field in the border city of Yeoncheon on Monday (AFP)

Rome,  Italy - About 30 migrants
were missing and presumed
drowned after the overcrowded
boat they were on capsized dur-
ing a rescue attempt by a cargo
ship off Libya, Italy’s coastguard
said on Sunday.

Seventeen migrants were
saved and a search was under-
way for the missing after the
early-morning attempted rescue
in Libya’s search-and-rescue
zone, the coastguard said.

“During the rescue opera-
tions... the boat capsized during
the transfer of the migrants: 17
people were rescued and recov-
ered by the (cargo) vessel while
approximately 30 migrants were
missing,” said the coastguard.

The latest disaster in the
Mediterranean comes exactly
two weeks after a shipwreck off
Italy’s southern coast of Calabria
that killed at least 76 migrants,
with bodies continuing to wash
ashore nearly daily.

That shipwreck has put Italy’s
right-wing government led by
Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni on
the defensive as it tries to fend off
sharp criticism that it failed to in-
tervene in time to save the mi-
grants. Sunday’s botched rescue
is sure to increase finger-pointing
over who is to blame for deaths
even as an increasing number of
migrants embark on the perilous
Central Mediterranean crossing
headed for Italy’s shores.

Italy’s coastguard said the
boat in distress was in Libya’s
search-and-rescue zone, and that
the deadly episode laid bare ‘the
inactivity’ of other countries in
the Mediterranean.

Rome has long complained to
its EU partners that it bears the
brunt of the tens of thousands of
migrants seeking to reach Europe
by boat each year.

First to be alerted to the boat
in distress some 100 miles
(160km) northwest of Benghazi
was Alarm Phone, a charity that
monitors migrant boats. It said it
then alerted Italian authorities at
0118 GMT on Saturday morning.

A surveillance plane of Ger-
man NGO SeaWatch also spot-
ted the boat and reported it was
‘dangerously overcrowded and in
frightening waves’.

In a statement, Italy’s coast-
guard confirmed that Alarm
Phone had notified Rome’s res-
cue coordination centre, as well
as Maltese and Libyan authori-

ties, about the boat.
A merchant vessel that had

headed towards the boat after
the alert by SeaWatch reported
difficulty in rescuing the boat due
to bad weather, the coastguard
said.

Boat overturned 
Authorities in Libya - which the
coastguard said was responsible
for search and rescue efforts in
that zone - reported ‘a lack of
availability of naval assets’ and
requested the support of Rome,
which dispatched three addi-
tional nearby merchant ships to
the area, according to the state-
ment. SeaWatch also had
tweeted on Saturday that Tripoli
said it was ‘unable to send a pa-
trol boat’.

The rescue operation began
early on Sunday morning after
the cargo vessel Froland reached
the site, during which the migrant
boat overturned, the coastguard
said.

Two migrants among the 17
pulled safely onboard needed ur-
gent medical care and the ship
headed to Malta to disembark
them.

Merchant ships were still in
the area searching for the miss-
ing, along with two Frontex
planes, it said.
AFP

30 migrants 
missing after
boat capsizes off
Libya, says Italy

Italy’s PM Giorgia Meloni (AFP)

Ciudad Juárez,  Mexico - Hun-
dreds of people tried to storm the
US-Mexico border on Sunday,
after a rumor that migrants
would be allowed to cross into
the United States.

Around noon, a large crowd of
mainly Venezuelans began to
gather near the entrance of a
bridge connecting Mexico’s Ciu-
dad Juarez to El Paso, Texas in
the southern United States.

Frustrated by delays and diffi-
culties in applying for asylum in
the United States after journeys
thousands of miles long through
Central America and Mexico,
some told AFP they thought they
would be allowed entry because
of a supposed ‘day of the migrant’
celebration.

Images on social media
showed a group that included
many women and children run-
ning towards the border, shout-

ing ‘to the USA.’ 
They quickly encountered

barbed wire, orange barricades
and police with shields. US bor-

der guards ‘of course’ moved to
close the bridge, said Enrique
Valenzuela, a civil society worker
who helps migrants in Juarez.

Jackson Solis, a 23-year-old
Venezuelan, was among those
who came to the bridge on Sun-
day to see if the rumor was true.
“We all ran and they put a fence
with barbed wire around us. They
threw tear gas at us,” he said.

Solis told AFP he had been
waiting six months to try to
schedule an appointment to
apply for asylum in the United
States, where he wants to work.

Appointments must now be
booked through a Customs and
Border Protection mobile app
that was introduced this year as
asylum seekers were required to

apply in advance rather than
upon arrival. The Biden adminis-
tration has been hoping to stem
the record tide of migrants and
asylum seekers undertaking
often dangerous journeys organ-
ised by human smugglers to get
to the United States.

In January, the White House
proposed expanding a controver-
sial rule to allow border guards to
turn away more would-be mi-
grants if they arrive by land.

“Do not just show up at the
border,” President Joe Biden said
in a speech at the time.

Biden took office vowing to
give refuge to asylum seekers
and end harsh detention policies
for illegal border crossers.
AFP

Hundreds of migrants try to storm US-Mexico border

Migrants attempt to forcibly cross into the US at the Paso del Norte

International Bridge in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, on Sunday (AFP)

Managua,  Nicaragua -
Nicaragua on Sunday said it
was considering suspending
diplomatic ties with the Vati-
can, after Pope Francis days
earlier called the Central
American country’s govern-
ment a ‘crude dictatorship.’

“Between the Republic of
Nicaragua and the Vatican, we
propose a suspension of diplo-
matic relations,” a statement
from the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs said, ‘given the infor-
mation that has been divulged
by sources apparently close to
the Catholic Church’.

The ministry statement did
not directly reference Francis’
comments in the Friday inter-
view with Argentine news out-
let Infobae, during which the
pontiff also called Nicaraguan
President Daniel Ortega ‘un-
balanced’. The interview came
days after the government last
week shuttered two universi-
ties with ties to the Roman
Catholic Church.

The schools, which have
campuses in several cities, had
their legal status cancelled for
alleged contraventions of the
law, according to the govern-
ment. The institutions were or-
dered to hand over all
information on students, pro-
fessors, study plans and other
details to the country’s Na-
tional Council of Universities
(CNU), according to an official
government register.

The universities’ thousands
of students will be integrated
into other CNU-approved in-
stitutions and all university
property will be transferred to
the state.

That was the latest move in
ongoing friction between the
Church and Ortega’s govern-
ment, which include the sen-
tencing of Bishop Rolando
Alvarez - an outspoken critic of
what he called restrictions on
religious freedom under Or-
tega - to 26 years in prison.
AFP

Nicaragua proposes to cut
relations with the Vatican Tokyo,  Japan - Tokyo’s High

Court ordered a retrial on Mon-
day for an 87-year-old former
boxer, dubbed the world’s
longest-serving death row in-
mate, nearly six decades after he
was convicted of murder.

Lawyers for Iwao Hakamada
left the court after a brief session
and unfurled banners reading ‘re-
trial’ as supporters shouted ‘Free
Hakamada now!’

“I was waiting for this day for
57 years and it has come,” said
Hakamada’s sister Hideko, 90,
who has campaigned tirelessly
on her brother’s behalf. “Finally a
weight has been lifted from my
shoulders,” she said.  

Hakamada spent nearly five
decades on death row, and was
certified the world’s longest-
serving death row inmate, be-
fore a lower court ordered a
retrial and freed him while his
case proceeded. 

He was sentenced to death in
1968 for robbing and murdering
his boss, the man’s wife and their
two teenage children.

He initially denied the accusa-
tions but later confessed after
what he subsequently claimed

was a brutal police interrogation
that included beatings.

His attempts to retract the
confession were in vain and his
verdict was confirmed by the
Supreme Court in 1980.

After a prolonged battle, a dis-
trict court in the central city of
Shizuoka granted a retrial in
2014, finding investigators could
have planted evidence.

But Tokyo’s High Court over-
turned the lower court ruling four
years later, and the case was sent

to the Supreme Court on appeal.
There, judges ruled in 2020

that the Tokyo High Court must
reconsider its decision.

One key piece of evidence
used to convict him was a set of
blood-stained clothes that
emerged more than a year after
the crime.

Supporters say the clothes did
not fit him and the bloodstains
were too vivid given the time
elapsed.

DNA tests found no link be-
tween Hakamada, the clothes
and the blood but the High Court
rejected the testing methods.

National broadcaster NHK
said the court’s presiding judge
Fumio Daizen cast doubt on the
credibility of the clothes as evi-
dence. “There is no evidence
other than the clothes that could
determine Hakamada was the
perpetrator, so it is clear that rea-
sonable doubt arises,” NHK
quoted him as saying.

Japan is the only major indus-
trialised democracy other than
the United States to retain capital
punishment, which is always car-

ried out by hanging.
The death penalty still enjoys

broad public support and debate
on the issue is rare.

Supporters say nearly 50
years of detention, mostly in soli-
tary confinement with the ever-
present threat of execution, took
a heavy toll on Hakamada’s men-
tal health.

He told AFP in 2018 he felt he
was ‘fighting a bout every day’.

His sister Hideko told a news
conference later on Monday she
does not talk about the trials with
him.

“I will only tell him to rest as-
sured, because we got a good re-
sult,” she said.

“Now, I just need to make sure
I can see the retrial begin.”

The process for a retrial could
take years if a special appeal is
filed, however, and lawyers have
been protesting against this sys-
tem. The Japan Federation of Bar
Associations welcomed Mon-
day’s ruling but said it ‘strongly
demands prosecutors swiftly
start the retrial process.
AFP

Japan: Retrial for longest-serving death row inmate

A recent shipwreck
had put Italy’s
right-wing 
government led by
Prime Minister
Giorgia Meloni on
the defensive as it
tried to fend off
sharp criticism that
it failed to intervene
in time to save the
migrants

Hakamada spent
nearly six decades
on death row, and
was certified 
the world’s 
longest-serving 
death row inmate

This file photo shows Iwao Hakamada speaking during an interview in

Hamamatsu, Shizuoka prefecture on August 28, 2018 (AFP)

Nuclear-armed
Pyongyang
test-fired two
strategic
cruise missiles
from a
submarine
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Tehran,  Iran - Iran said on Mon-
day it would welcome restoring
ties with Bahrain to end seven
years of ruptured relations, fol-
lowing a recent China-brokered
deal to heal rifts between Tehran
and Riyadh.

“The resumption of political
relations between Iran and Saudi
Arabia shows the effectiveness
and success of the diplomatic so-
lution to resolve misunderstand-
ings,” said Iran’s foreign ministry
spokesman Nasser Kanani.

Tehran, pleased by the rap-
prochement with the Saudis, be-
lieves ‘relations between Iran and
Bahrain are no exception to this
rule’, Kanani added. Riyadh and
Tehran on Friday announced they
would reopen embassies and
missions within two months and
implement security and eco-
nomic cooperation agreements
signed more than 20 years ago.

“With the positive atmos-
phere that we are witnessing in
the region, this positive develop-
ment can happen in relation to
other countries in the region, in-
cluding Bahrain,” Kanani said.

In 2016, Bahrain followed in
Riyadh’s footsteps when Saudi
Arabia cut ties after Iranian pro-
testers attacked Saudi diplomatic
missions following the execution
of Shiite cleric Nimr al-Nimr.
AFP

Iran hopes
to restore
ties with
Bahrain

Kyiv,  Ukraine - Fierce fighting is
raging for control of the centre of
Bakhmut in eastern Ukraine, the
longest-running and bloodiest
battle of Moscow’s invasion,
Russian and Ukrainian forces
said on Monday.

Ukraine said that Russia’s
Wagner mercenary group, which
has claimed to be leading
Moscow’s charge for the indus-
trial city, was pushing forward in
the city that has been the epicen-
tre of fighting for months.

“Wagner assault units are ad-
vancing from several directions,
trying to break through our
troops’ defensive positions and
move to the centre of the city,”
the Ukrainian military said in a
morning briefing.

“In fierce battles, our defend-
ers are inflicting significant losses
on the enemy,” it added.

Analysts are divided over the
strategic significance of Bakhmut
as a military prize but the city has
gained important political
stature, with both sides pouring
significant resources into the
fight.

Wagner head Yevgeny
Prigozhin also acknowledged
that his forces were coming up
against determined resistance as
they sought to wrest control of
the city’s centre.

“The situation in Bakhmut is

difficult, very difficult. The enemy
is battling for every metre,”
Prigozhin said in a post on social
media.

“The closer we are to the city
centre, the more difficult the bat-
tles get and the more artillery
there is... Ukrainians are throw-
ing endless reserves (at the
fight),” Prigozhin said.

Ukraine has said its strategy
with the defence of Bakhmut is to

degrade Russia’s ability to launch
any further offensive in the com-
ing months and buy time to
ready its bid to recapture ground.

‘Surge’ in
arms demand 
Kyiv has cautioned the city’s fall
would give Russian forces a clear
path deeper into the Donetsk re-
gion, which the Kremlin claimed
to have annexed into Russia last

year.
Russia has reported painstak-

ing gains around Bakhmut in re-
cent weeks, making progress on
encircling the city, but it has not
made significant territorial gains
in months.

The capture of the city would
provide the Kremlin with a mili-
tary win to sell to its domestic
audience.

NATO warned last week that

Bakhmut could fall within a mat-
ter of days while Ukraine leader
Volodymyr Zelensky has vowed
to continue to hold the city ‘as
long as possible’.

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine,
now more than a year old, has
seen arms imports into Europe
almost double in 2022, driven by
massive shipments to Kyiv,
which has become the world’s
third-largest arms destination,
researchers said on Monday.

“The invasion has really
caused a significant surge in de-
mand for arms in Europe, which
will have further effect and most
likely will lead to increased arms
imports by European states,”
Pieter Wezeman, a senior re-
searcher at the Stockholm Inter-
national Peace Research Institute
(SIPRI), told AFP.

Russia’s attack has had ‘dev-
astating’ consequences for chil-
dren in residential institutions,
with thousands transferred to
occupied territories or to Russia,
Human Rights Watch also said
on Monday.

“This brutal war has starkly
shown the need to end the per-
ils faced by children who were
institutionalised,” said Bill Van
Esveld, associate children’s
rights director at the New York-
based organisation.
AFP

‘Fierce’ fighting rages in centre of
Bakhmut as Russia grinds forward

Wagner assault
units are advancing
from several 
directions, trying to
break through our
troops’ defensive
positions 
ukRAiniAn militARy

Ukrainian military personnel receive training on German-made Leopard 2 battle tanks at the Spanish army’s training centre in Zaragoza on Monday (AFP)

London, UK - UK hospital doc-
tors on Monday began a three-
day strike over pay at the start
of a week that will also see
teachers, train staff and civil
servants walk out, in the latest
wave of industrial action.

The doctors say years of
below-inflation pay increases
mean they have effectively had
a 26 per cent pay cut since
2008.

Ahead of the stoppage, the
body that represents them,
British Medical Association
(BMA), launched an advertis-
ing campaign claiming a newly
qualified doctor earned less
than some coffee shop staff.

“Pret a Manger has an-
nounced it will pay up to £14.10
(US$17.13) per hour,” the ad
said.

“A junior  doctor  makes just
£14.09. Thanks to this Govern-
ment you can make more serv-
ing coffee than saving patients.
This week junior  doctors  will
take strike action so they are

paid what they are worth.”
The strike by so-called jun-

ior doctors - a category of doc-
tors who are not senior
specialists but who can still
have decades of experience - is
the longest they have ever
staged.

Cover will be provided by
the senior specialists, known as
consultants.

“I thought by being a  doc-
tor  I would be able to achieve
financial independence, but in-
stead I am still completely de-
pendent on others,” said Becky
Bates, a recently qualified jun-
ior doctor  in central England.

“With (university) tuition
fee loans, credit cards and per-
sonal loans, I’ve left medical
school with over £100,000
debt, and now my wages are
not even enough to allow me to
fix my car when something
goes wrong.”

On Wednesday, hundreds
of thousands of workers are ex-
pected to stop work, including

teachers, London Underground
train drivers, BBC journalists,
and university staff.

Since last year the UK has
been plagued by strikes across
the economy from nurses and
ambulance staff to lawyers and
dock workers fuelled by soaring
food, fuel and housing costs.

Driving UK-trained
staff abroad 
They have all clashed with the
government, which insists the
country cannot afford inflation-
busting pay hikes.

Doctors and nurses leaders
have repeatedly warned that
poor pay and conditions are
driving UK-trained medical and
nursing staff abroad at a time
of record waiting lists exacer-
bated by a pandemic treatment
backlog.

The BMA says junior  doc-
tors  in England have suffered a
26 per cent real-terms cut to
their pay since 2008-09.
AFP

Thousands of hospital doctors
walk out in latest UK strike Tehran,  Iran - The presidents of

Iran and Belarus hailed their
close ties in talks in Tehran on
Monday at a time both countries
are sharply at odds with Western
powers, including over Russia’s
war in Ukraine.

Ex-Soviet state Belarus serves
as a rear base for Russian troops,
and Iran is accused of supplying
Moscow with armed drones for
use in the invasion - a charge it
denies while proclaiming its neu-
trality in the conflict.

Iranian President Ebrahim
Raisi hailed three decades of
close ties with Belarus after talks
with his counterpart Alexander
Lukashenko, who arrived late on
Sunday for a two-day visit.

“Thirty years after the start of
relations ... the two countries
have the will to strengthen coop-
eration,” Raisi said, praising their
‘common strategic vision’.

Lukashenko said he had ob-
served ‘with great respect the
perseverance with which the
(Iranian) people resist external
pressures, attempts to impose
the will of others on them’.

“And I see that, despite every-
thing, you are developing mod-

ern technologies and nuclear en-
ergy,” he added about Iran’s con-
tested nuclear programme which
has sparked tough international
sanctions against the country.

“We could be very helpful to
each other if we really put our ef-
forts together,” added
Lukashenko.

The two presidents, who did
not mention the Ukraine war in
their statements, signed a
roadmap to boost political, eco-

nomic and cultural cooperation.
Lukashenko is an ally of Russ-

ian President Vladimir Putin,
while Tehran also maintains
close ties with Russia even as it
has stressed a neutral diplomatic
stance in the Ukraine war.

Washington has accused Iran
of supplying suicide drones to
Russia, and expressed alarm over
a ‘dangerous’ escalation in mili-
tary cooperation between
Tehran and Moscow.

Iran - which has denied sup-
plying drones to Russia specifi-
cally for use in Ukraine - has said
it has finalised a contract to buy
Russian Sukhoi Su-35 fighter jets.

Lukashenko recently made a
three-day visit to China, where
he voiced support for Beijing’s
proposal to mediate in efforts to
end the Ukraine war. Belarus, has
not sent soldiers to fight along-
side the Russian army.
AFP

Belarus, Iran ‘boost ties’ amid Ukraine war

A handout picture provided by the Iranian presidency shows Iran’s President Ebrahim Raisi welcoming Belarus

President Alexander Lukashenko in Tehran on Monday (AFP)

Al-Haffah,  Syria - Zuhair Has-
soun examines worrying cracks
in a Crusader-era castle in Syria,
a UNESCO World Heritage site
that survived centuries of conflict
only to be badly damaged by last
month’s deadly earthquake.

Hassoun, the custodian of the
Fortress of Saladin, an architec-
tural treasure with Byzantine
roots in the 10th century rebuilt
by Frankish Crusaders in the 12th
century, walked carefully past
fissured walls and crumbling
arches.

“All of the fortress’s towers
are in danger,” Hassoun said,
warning that one had already
fallen after the quake.

Other parts ‘will inevitably
collapse’, he said, adding that it
was only ‘a question of time’.

The hilltop fortress sur-
rounded by forest was among

dozens of cultural heritage sites
that officials say were damaged
in the devastating 7.8-magnitude
quake that hit Turkey and Syria
on February 6.

More than 50,000 people
were killed in the disaster, almost
6,000 of them in Syria.

Ancient sites damaged in-
cluded the Syrian city of Aleppo’s
famed citadel and Old City.

Dozens of 
sites damaged 
The Fortress of Saladin has been
on the United Nations’ World
Heritage List since 2006, and on
the list of World Heritage in Dan-
ger since 2013, two years after
the start of Syria’s civil war.

But the castle, in western
Syria’s mostly government-held
province of Latakia, scraped
through the conflict unscathed

and was still open to the public -
until last month’s quake.

Hassoun said he feared that
aftershocks or even heavy rain
could cause further damage to
the site, whose main facade is
now cracked from top to bottom.

“Every (stone) slab weighs at
least a tonne,” he said. ”Any part
of the fortress that falls into the
valley can never be retrieved.”

The earthquake hit one of the
longest continuously inhabited
areas on the planet within the so-

called Fertile Crescent home to
ancient civilisations including the
Sumerians and Phoenicians.

This rich history has left be-
hind a plethora of archaeological
sites, many of them thousands of
years old.

At the national museum in the
capital Damascus, the head of
the antiquities and museums de-
partment pored over a map of
quake-stricken Syrian heritage
locations, including in areas out-
side government control.

“We have identified more
than 40 damaged sites,” Nazir
Awad said, noting that the
provinces of Aleppo, Idlib,
Latakia and Tartus were badly af-
fected. “The Citadel of Aleppo
and the Old City recorded the
worst damage,” he added.

The day of the quake, AFP
photographers saw damage in
Aleppo to parts of the citadel, in-
cluding to a minaret of a mosque
at the World Heritage site.

UNESCO, in a preliminary as-
sessment, cited ‘significant dam-
age’ to the citadel and said the
western tower of the old city wall

had collapsed, while several
buildings in the souks had been
weakened.

‘Urgent intervention’ 
Some Syrian heritage sites ‘re-
quire urgent intervention so we
don’t lose priceless historical
treasures’, Awad said.

He called for ‘international
quake experts’ to assess damage
across the country, citing reports
of ‘severe damage’ to several
sites in rebel-held areas.

An AFP photographer saw
heavy damage to the Saint
Simeon Stylites monastery - am
ancient Christian pilgrimage
site named after a famous her-
mit - in northern Aleppo
province, an area controlled by
the Hayat Tahrir al-Sham mili-
tant group.
AFP

Syrian fortress among quake-hit ancient sites at risk

A section of the external wall and towers of the Saladin Fortress in Syria's Latakia province on March 7 (AFP)



London, United Kingdom - As Er-
ling Haaland was mobbed by his
Manchester City team-mates,
the Norway star’s broad grin gave
Pep Guardiola renewed belief
that his coveted striker is still
happy at the club ahead of Tues-
day’s decisive Champions League
clash with RB Leipzig.

When Haaland scored a late
penalty to clinch City’s 1-0 win
against Crystal Palace in the Pre-
mier League on Saturday, he re-
sponded with a joyous slide
across the rain-soaked Selhurst
Park pitch.

Amid reports that Paris Saint-
Germain and Real Madrid are
plotting audacious bids for Haa-
land in the close season, the 22-
year-old’s ecstatic reaction to his
winner was a welcome sight for
Guardiola.

Haaland has scored 28 times
in the Premier League and netted
34 goals in all competitions since
arriving from Borussia Dortmund
in May.

He remains on course to break
the Premier League goal record
for a single campaign, jointly held
by Alan Shearer and Andy Cole,
who netted 34 for Blackburn and
Newcastle respectively.

Yet, although the raw num-
bers suggest all is well with the
astonishingly prolific striker and

his team, the eye-test has some-
times painted a different picture.

There have been pointed
questions raised about Guardi-
ola’s ability to get City to adapt to
Haaland’s unique talents, and the
striker’s own issues with coming
to terms with the champions’
style of play.

At times, Haaland has

ploughed a lone furrow in City’s
attack, left isolated and sur-
rounded by defenders during his
team’s long spells of possession.

As a result, City have occa-
sionally seemed more toothless
than Haaland’s phenomenal
record would suggest, with his
misses microscopically analysed
for evidence he is square peg in a

round hole.
Haaland did miss a sitter be-

fore scoring at Palace, while his
profligacy in a 1-1 draw at Not-
tingham Forest in February saw
City surrender first place in the
Premier League.

With City trailing Arsenal by
five points in the title race, the
Champions League may offer

their best chance of a memorable
end to the season.

‘He’s thinking
positive’ 
They have never won Europe’s
elite club competition and must
see off Leipzig, who earned a 1-1
draw in the last 16 first leg in Ger-
many, to advance to the quarter-

finals. Guardiola will need Haa-
land at his predatory best and he
insisted there is no reason to
doubt the striker’s commitment
to the City cause.

“The way he celebrates his
goals and his mates’ goals shows
how happy he is here and how we
are with him and his personality,”
Guardiola said.

“This guy doesn’t score one or
two goals and the people go, oh
he’s not the same! He is always
there so the numbers speak for it-
self.

“One of the biggest attributes
I’ve discovered knowing him and
working together is the fact that
he can miss one chance, second,
he’s not getting depressed, he’s
not sad.

“He’s thinking positive, he
knows he will have the chance, he
knows he will be there. And this
is an incredible attribute as a
football player.”

However, Guardiola was will-
ing to acknowledge the growing
pains experienced since Haa-

land’s transfer, adding: “What I
would like when I finish our pe-
riod together is the fact that he
could improve the game, with the
association with the team.

“Realising how he can be in-
volved in our game, not just put-
ting the ball in the net. Because
the net will happen all the time in
his life.” Haaland is well aware of
the pressure to live up to the hype
that saw him rated as the best
finisher in Europe following his ar-
rival in Manchester.

Showing no signs of wanting
to flee to Paris or Madrid, for now
at least, Haaland said: “Of course
I don’t like to miss chances.”
AFP
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Manchester City manager Pep Guardiola (L) celebrates with Erling Haaland after their English Premier League victory against Crystal Palace on Saturday (AFP)

Indian Wells, United States -
Australian Open champion
Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus
reached the fourth round at In-
dian Wells by walkover on Sun-
day as Ukrainian qualifier Lesia
Tsurenko pulled out of their
scheduled match.

Organizers said Tsurenko
cited “personal reasons” for yet
another withdrawal.

No further details were given,
and there was no indication that
the Russian invasion of Ukraine
last year -- which has resulted in
Russian and Belarussian tennis
players from being barred from
competing under their national
flags -- was a factor.

Indeed, Tsurenko has now lost
by retirement or walkover in nine
of her 18 tournaments dating
back to Indian Wells last year.

She gave up a semi-final
walkover at Canberra this year
and gave up quarter-final
walkovers at Eastbourne and
Portoroz, Slovenia, last year.

Sabalenka, whose first Grand
Slam title in Melbourne was part

of a perfect 13-0 start to the year
that ended in the quarter-finals
at Dubai, had breezed into the
third round with a 6-2, 6-0 vic-
tory over Evgeniya Rodina.

She next faces former French
Open winner Barbora Krejcikova,

who ousted China’s Wang Xinyu
6-2, 6-7 (1/7), 6-2.

Krejcikova beat the top three
players in the world on the way
to the title in Dubai last month,
climbing 14 places in the WTA
rankings to 16th.

Ukraine’s Tsurenko withdraws from
match against Belarusian Sabalenka

Lesia Tsurenko

HAPPY HUNTING GROUND

Indian Wells, United States -
Qualifier Cristian Garin shocked
third-seeded Casper Ruud 6-4,
7-6 (7/2) to reach the fourth
round at Indian Wells on Sunday
as Daniil Medvedev and
Cameron Norrie survived scares.

Garin’s attacking game paid
off as the 97th-ranked Chilean
dispatched world number four
Ruud in just under two hours.

“The way I played today I’m so
happy,” the 26-year-old Garin
said. “I was aggressive the whole
match.”

His 39 winners were too
much for Ruud, a two-time

Grand Slam finalist last year who
had hoped a quick victory over
Diego Schwartzman in his sec-
ond-round opener would mark a
turnaround in a season where he
hadn’t advanced past the second
round in three prior tournaments.

Meanwhile, Medvedev, long
frustrated by the slow hard
courts in the California desert,
managed to push his ATP win-
ning streak to 16 matches with a
6-2, 3-6, 6-1 victory over 85th-
ranked Ilya Ivashka.

Medvedev, coming off three
straight titles at Rotterdam, Doha
and Dubai, said the victory was a

matter of “a few points,” but they
went his way to keep him on
track to improve on his previous
best Indian Wells showing - the
round of 16 in 2021.

“(It’s) tough to make anything
during the rallies, so just have to
kind of see who puts more balls
in court. If you lose a little mo-
mentum you lose a set,” said
Medvedev, who was clearly frus-
trated at the end of the second
set.

He grumbled to the referee
that he would be “as slow as the
court” in taking a bathroom
break, but pulled himself to-

gether to take a 5-0 lead in the
third, serving it out after Ivashka
saved three match points to hold
in the penultimate game.

“I cannot say I played much
better in the third, but (I) man-
aged to be the one not missing
after 25 shots,” said Medvedev,
who next faces former world
number two Alexander Zverev.

Zverev, coming back after
torn ankle ligaments ended his
2022 campaign at the French
Open, said much the same after
a 7-5, 1-6, 7-5 victory over Fin-
land’s’ Emil Ruusuvuori.
AFP

Qualifier Garin stuns Ruud at Indian
Wells, Norrie and Zverev survive

Cristian Garin hits a return to Casper Ruud

Milan, Italy - Simone Inzaghi is in
the firing line as his Inter Milan
side travel to Porto trying to
make the last eight of the Cham-
pions League and turn a depress-
ing tide of bad results away from
home.

Friday’s 2-1 defeat at relega-
tion-threatened Spezia was the
latest poor effort away from the
San Siro and left Inter once again
18 points behind champions-
elect Napoli.

Inzaghi and his team were
booed and insulted by the Inter
fans present at the Stadio Picco,
who had to watch the son of AC
Milan icon Paolo Maldini slot
home the opening goal.

Inter have only held on to sec-
ond place in Italy’s top flight
thanks to Lazio failing to win at
Bologna on Saturday, but their
bid to qualify for next season’s
Champions League is being
damaged by their dreadful away
form.

Inzaghi said “we won’t be able

to sleep” after Friday’s hugely
disappointing eighth loss of the
Serie A season, which took their
tally of goals conceded to 24 in
13 league away matches.

“We’re not happy about our
results away from the San Siro.

Last year it was a different story,”
said Inzaghi.

“We have had some great re-
sults away, like at Barcelona (a 3-
3 draw), and we know that we
need to put in a great perform-
ance if we’re going to reach the

quarter-finals.”
Inter’s defensive wobbles

were also present in their group
stage campaign, with five goals
conceded in matches at
Barcelona and Bayern Munich.

And elimination on Tuesday
would not only mean missing out
on a first last-eight tie since 2011,
it would also heap more pressure
on Inzaghi with fierce rivals Ju-
ventus visiting the San Siro on
Sunday. One piece of good news
is that Milan Skriniar might be
ready to return from a spell on
the sidelines with lower back
pain.
AFP

Simone Inzaghi

We’re not
happy about
our results
away from the
San Siro
SIMONE INZAGHI

Inzaghi under pressure as Inter
take away day blues to Porto

Man City
star Haaland
is here to
stay, insists
Guardiola

The way he (Haaland) celebrates his
goals and his mates’ goals shows
how happy he is here and how we
are with him and his personality
PEP GUARDIOLA 



Barcelona, Spain - Raphinha’s
strike earned Barcelona an ago-
nising 1-0 win over Athletic Bil-
bao on Sunday to restore their
nine-point lead over Real Madrid
at the top of La Liga.

Real Sociedad stumbled to a 1-
1 draw at Real Mallorca, with
their bid to finish in the top four
losing steam at an alarming rate.

Struggling Sevilla earned an
important 2-1 win over Almeria
to climb to 13th, two points clear
of the relegation zone, leaving
their opponents 19th.

In Barcelona’s first game after
being charged with corruption by
Spanish prosecutors, they shut
out the noise and took another
step towards their first title since
2019.

The Catalans secured their
19th clean sheet in 25 La Liga
games this season as they held
on to earn their ninth 1-0 win of
the season, keeping second place
Madrid at arm’s length after the
champions beat Espanyol on Sat-
urday.

Goalkeeper Marc-Andre ter
Stegen made some superb saves
in the second half and Alex
Berenguer struck the post, but
Athletic could not break down
the league leaders.

When Inaki Williams eventu-
ally did late on, the goal was dis-
allowed after VAR spotted a
handball by Iker Muniain in the
build-up.

“In the end what counts (is
holding on), we defended with
everybody, including in goal, on
the goal line, these are games we
have to win,” Ter Stegen told
DAZN.

“I have not seen the disal-
lowed goal, but that’s why we
have VAR. It’s a decision (the of-

ficials) have to take. We are very
happy to keep another clean
sheet.”

With Ronald Araujo sus-
pended, Xavi used Jules Kounde
alongside Andreas Christensen
and started Sergi Roberto at
right-back.

The visitors put in a backs-to-

the-wall display to keep Athletic
out.

Athletic fans threw fake ban-
knotes with the word “mafia”
printed on them into the air, in
protest after Barcelona’s corrup-
tion charge.

“I respect the fans at San
Mames, they have always

treated me well,” said Xavi.
“It surprises me this atmos-

phere of hostility towards Barca.
It saddens me there’s hostility to-
wards Barca at San Mames, I
don’t think it’s good for society.”

On the pitch the Catalans
were under the cosh too, with
Ter Stegen denying Williams and
Raul Garcia heading against the
crossbar.

In-form winger Raphinha fin-
ished well from Sergio Busquets’
clever pass before the break,
against the run of play, and top
scorer Robert Lewandowski
missed two good chances on his
return from injury.

It was all Athletic again after
that, with Berenguer hitting the
post and Ter Stegen denying
Muniain. Eventually Williams
blasted past Ter Stegen after rac-
ing through on goal but Athletic
were left infuriated after Muni-
ain’s handball was spotted at the
start of the move.

The win leaves the Catalans
sitting comfortably clear ahead
of next Sunday’s Clasico at Camp
Nou, while Athletic are winless in
five in the top flight.

“I think that VAR is there to
correct big flagrant errors,”
Valverde told DAZN.
AFP
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Manchester, United Kingdom -
Erik ten Hag criticised “inconsis-
tent” officials after Casemiro’s
second red card this season
forced Manchester United to set-
tle for a 0-0 draw against strug-
gling Southampton on Sunday.

Casemiro was sent off in the
34th minute at Old Trafford after
initially being booked for his high
challenge on Southampton’s Car-
los Alcaraz.

VAR official Andre Marriner
advised Anthony Taylor to re-
view the Brazil midfielder’s foul
on the pitchside monitor and the
referee upgrading the offence to
a red card.

Having bounced back from
their 7-0 humiliation at Liverpool
last weekend by beating Real
Betis in the Europa League on
Thursday, United had to dig deep
to avoid a shock defeat against
bottom of the table Southamp-
ton.

United manager ten Hag was
furious with the decision to send
off Casemiro, who was also dis-
missed against Crystal Palace in
February, and complained about
penalty calls that didn’t go his

team’s way.
“Well, what I think is the in-

consistency (means) players
don’t know any more what is the
policy,” Ten Hag said. “I think it’s
all across. I mean, you see yester-
day, Leicester-Chelsea, then VAR
is not coming on the line.

“Today it’s coming on the line
and then it’s two penalty situa-
tions, but they don’t come on the
line.

“I think especially the first one
was for me clear and obvious

handball, so what is the policy?”
Ten Hag said he had “some

questions” about the officiating,
with the influential Casemiro now
facing a damaging four-match
suspension as United look to
wrap up their place in the top
four. “There is another one incon-
sistent,” Ten Hag said. “The ref-
ereeing is coming at the start of
the season with a policy ‘we are
Premier League, we are going
strong here, we want intensity’.
AFP

Barcelona's Raphinha celebrates with team-mates after scoring against Athletic Bilbao in their Spanish league match in Bilbao on Sunday (AFP)

EscapE to victory
Raphinha snatches leaders Barca fortunate win over Athletic Bilbao

Milan, Italy - Adrien Rabiot
made sure Juventus continued
their charge towards European
football with a decisive brace
in his team’s hard-fought 4-2
Serie A win over struggling
Sampdoria.

France midfielder Rabiot
put Juve two ahead with a first-
half header and then smashed
them back in front in the 64th
minute after Samp had
stunned the home crowd by
levelling before the break with
two rapid-fire goals from Tom-
maso Augello and Filip Djuri-
cic.

Youngster Matias Soule
nodded home in stoppage
time to make the scoreline
more flattering against Samp
who are bottom and 12 points
from safety. Rabiot almost left
Juve in the summer but has
become a key figure in Massi-
miliano Allegri’s team, his dou-
ble taking his league tally to
seven and moving the Turin gi-
ants to within four points of the
European places.

“We need to concentrate
more for the whole match and
not get distracted just because

we scored two goals and were
more comfortable,” said Rabiot
to DAZN.

“We needed to win to pre-
pare well for Freiburg. I’m
happy to be scoring so many
goals here, let’s hope I can get
some more between now and
the end of the season.”

Juventus, in seventh on 38
points, are contesting a 15-
point penalty for illicit transfer
activity and as it stands they
would be second should their
appeal be successful.

They would still be a whop-
ping 15 points behind champi-
ons-elect Napoli but given the
inconsistent form of Serie A’s
other top clubs they would be
a strong bet to reach next sea-
son’s Champions League.

Missing a host of big
names, including Paul Pogba
who suffered yet another in-
jury during Sunday morning’s
training session, Juve looked
set for a cruise against a simi-
larly depleted Samp when
headers from Bremer and Ra-
biot had them two in front
midway through the opening
period.

Ten Hag bemoans erratic refs after
Casemiro red card in Man Utd draw

BBC reaches
deal with Gary
Lineker after
Twitter row
London, United Kingdom - Gary
Lineker will return as presenter of
flagship BBC football show
Match of the Day, the broad-
caster said Monday, ending a cri-
sis sparked by his criticism of the
UK government’s new asylum
policy.

“Gary is a valued part of the
BBC and I know how much the
BBC means to Gary, and I look
forward to him presenting our
coverage this coming weekend,”
said BBC director-general Tim
Davie. The former England foot-
baller was removed after using
Twitter to compare the language
used to launch the new policy to
the rhetoric of Nazi-era Germany.

Fellow presenters, pundits and
commentators then refused to
work over the weekend in sup-
port, throwing the broadcaster’s
sports coverage into disarray.

Lineker tweeted on Monday
that “I cannot wait to get back in
the MOTD chair on Saturday.

Davie apologised for the dis-
ruption to the service.
AFP

In the end what counts (is holding
on), we defended with everybody, 
including in goal, on the goal line,
these are games we have to win
MARC-ANDRE TER STEGEN 

Adrien Rabiot scores against Sampdoria on Sunday

Rabiot fires Juventus
past Sampdoria, Roma’s
top-four hopes dented

Manchester United manager Erik ten Hag (L) has words with fourth

official Stuart Attwell as they leave at half-time on Sunday (AFP)
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Muscat, Oman: Indian School
Muscat (ISM) Under-16 team
beat Sri Lankan School Muscat
U16 by 37 runs while Muscat
Cricket Coaching Centre
(MCCC) Yellow U13 defeated
Bosher Sports Centre (BSC) U13
E by nine wickets in the Oman
Cricket Junior Domestic League
powered by Mazoon Dairy
SAOC.

In the U16 final, batting first,
ISM U16 made 153 thanks to De-
vansh Loya’s (71 of 49; 9x4) fine
innings. For Sri Lankan School,
Omindu PM was the key bowler
with figures of 5/16. Mohd Rush-
daan and Senuka VN picked up
two wickets each.  

In reply, SLSM batsmen were
in trouble against the ISM attack,
losing wickets at regular inter-
vals. Omindu PM (38 of 27; 6x4)
tried getting SLSM close to the
target but their innings ended at
116 in 25.2 overs. Devansh Loya
sparkled with the ball as well,
taking three for 20 and was ad-
judged the Man of the Match.

In the U13 finals, BSC U13
made 105 for eight in 20 overs.

Aditya Chaudhari (26 of 30;
3x4) and Vihaan Apte (27 of 24;
4x4) made useful contributions.

Arav Pillai, Karnik Mehta and
Pranav NS took two wickets each
for MCCC Yellow

In reply, Kriv Patel hit a quick
fire (64 of 33; 9x4) and was well
supported by Siddeshwaran S
(29 of 23; 4x4) as MCCC Yellow
chased down the target in 10.1
overs. Kriv Patel was adjudged
the Man of the Match.

In the prize distribution cere-
mony for the U13 & U16 Junior
Domestic League, Kiran Asher –

Board Member, Oman Cricket
and Duleep Mendis – Chief De-
velopment Officer, Oman Cricket
graced the stage.

In the U16 category, Kriv Patel
was awarded the Best Batsman,
Aneek Chakraborty was
awarded the Consolation Bats-
man, Omindu PM was awarded
the Best Bowler and Jayapranesh
Ayyapan was awarded the Best
All-Rounder. In the U13 class,
Kriv Patel was awarded the Best
Batsman and the Best All
Rounder and Shravan Sharat
Kurup was the Best Bowler.

Christchurch, New Zealand -
Kane Williamson was hailed as
“world class” after New
Zealand’s record Test run-
scorer orchestrated a dramatic
last-ball win over Sri Lanka on
a rain-disrupted final day in
Christchurch on Monday.

The thrilling triumph at the
Hagley Oval scuppered Sri
Lanka’s chances of making the
World Test Championship
final, handing the spot to India.

In a helter-skelter finish, the
only Sri Lankans not guarding
the boundary for most of the
closing 10 overs were the
bowler and wicketkeeper as
New Zealand chased down
their target of 285.

Having lost eight wickets
and on a day limited to 53

overs, skipper Tim Southee
paid tribute to his star batsman
Williamson. The former cap-
tain finished 121 not out and
ran a bye off the final delivery
of the match in a remarkable
conclusion, to go with New
Zealand’s one-run victory over
England a fortnight ago.

“Seeing how calm he is out
in the middle keeps us calm as
well,” Southee said as New
Zealand celebrated another fa-
mous, nail-biting win.

“The guys were very trust-
ing in what he was going to do
and alongside Daryl (Mitchell)
for most of the day it was a
great partnership that got us in
that great position. “He’s a
world-class player and world-
class players are able to per-
form in different conditions.”

Visiting captain Dimuth
Karunaratne said that fielding

errors let his side down, partic-
ularly dropping the talisman
Williamson on 33.

“We had a good chance to
win, unfortunately we are the
losing side,” he said. “We had
misfields a few times that cost
us the game.”

‘Different story’ 
When rain wiped out the first
two sessions on the fifth day,
the umpires ruled there would
be a minimum of 53 overs
played in the evening, which
meant New Zealand would
have to average 4.85 an over.

After a steady but slow start
which saw the hosts at 90-3,
Williamson and Mitchell
picked up the pace.

They put on 142 in 26 overs
for the fourth wicket with the
precision of a one-day partner-
ship as Sri Lanka paid a heavy
price for Niroshan Dickwella
dropping Williamson.

“If we had grabbed that
catch it would have been a dif-
ferent story,” said skipper
Karunaratne.

The 31-year-old Mitchell, a
late arrival on the international
stage, contributed 81 to lift his
average to a phenomenal
59.04 from 26 innings.

In a match of see-sawing
fortunes, Sri Lanka had the
upper hand on the opening
two days before a first-innings
century from Mitchell and a
swashbuckling 72 from Matt
Henry - the last 60 from only
35 deliveries -- swung the
game in New Zealand’s favour.

Sri Lanka fought their way
back into contention on the
fourth day with a defiant 115
from Angelo Mathews, who
built partnerships of 105 for
the fifth wicket with Dinesh
Chandimal and then 60 with
Dhananjaya de Silva.

When the Sri Lanka second
innings folded at 302 it left
New Zealand needing 285 to
win on a ground where the
highest fourth-innings score
was 256-8 by New Zealand in
a 2018 draw against England.

New Zealand's Kane Williamson celebrates after scoring a century

on the fifth day of the first Test against Sri Lanka in Christchurch 

Ahmedabad, India - India won
their fourth series in a row against
Australia after a fourth and final
Test lit up by an epic 186 by Virat
Kohli ended in a draw on Monday
in Ahmedabad.

The hosts won the series 2-1
and the world's two top-ranked
teams will do battle again on June
7-11 at The Oval in the World
Test Championship final.

Even before the players shook
hands on day five, India knew
they had reached the WTC de-
cider thanks to New Zealand's
thrilling last-ball win over Sri
Lanka earlier in the day.

It will be India's second suc-
cessive WTC final, having lost the
inaugural edition to New Zealand
in 2021.

Australia reached 175-2 in
their second innings in the final
session of play at the world's

biggest cricket stadium when the
players of both teams called it a
day. "We do understand the im-
portance of this series and the
opposition. Lot of hard work has
gone into this," India skipper
Rohit Sharma said.

Coach Rahul Dravid told
broadcaster Star Sports: "It was a
really hard-fought series, there
were moments where we were
put under extreme pressure by a
really good cricket team and we
responded."

India similarly lifted the Bor-
der-Gavaskar Trophy at home in
2017 and then beat the Aus-
tralians in their own back yard in
2018-19 and 2020-21, each time
2-1. Travis Head (90) and Mar-
nus Labuschagne (63 not out)
snuffed out India's push for a vic-
tory on the final day with a stand
of 139 after nightwatchman

Matthew Kuhnemann fell early
for six.

The left-handed Head, cap-
ping a successful series after
being left out of the first Test,
missed out on his century after
being bowled by Axar Patel.

Regular opener Usman
Khawaja did not to bat due to
"lower leg soreness" after getting
hurt while fielding on day four.

The match in Ahmedabad be-
longed though to Kohli, who hit a
masterful knock on day four to
end a Test century drought of
1,205 days since his previous ton.
AFP

India players celebrate with the trophy after winning the series at the end of the fourth Test in Ahmedabad on Monday (AFP)

THANK YOU,
NEW ZEALAND

Williamson
leads Kiwis to
last-ball win
over Sri Lanka

Indian School Muscat who won the Oman Cricket U16 league title 

ISM win Oman Cricket U16 title, 
MCCC Yellow U13 champs

Seeing how
calm he
(Williamson)
is out in the
middle keeps
us calm as
well 
TIM SOUTHEE 

India take series after fourth Test ends in draw, book berth in World Test
Championship final thanks to New Zealand’s thrilling win over Sri Lanka 

It was a really hard-fought series,
there were moments where we 
were put under extreme pressure 
by a really good cricket team 
and we responded 
RAHUL DRAVID
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T
he Oman Across
Ages Museum at
Manor, which was 
inaugurated by His
Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik on
March 13, seeks to

highlight the unique model of the Sultanate
of Oman, introduce its prominent features,
its ancient history, and its renaissance,
which is continuously making progress at
the local and international levels under His
Majesty the Sultan's wise leadership.

The museum contributes to spreading
awareness and consolidating the relation-
ship of Omani youth with their cultural her-
itage, while at the same time encouraging
them to interact in a manner that effectively
inspires their participation in building their
homeland and shaping its structures.

The museum demonstrates Oman’s tran-
sition between its past, present and future in
an interactive and modern style by audio-vi-
sual means, right from the early stages of
past glories to its bright present.

In 2015, the late Sultan Qaboos bin Said
had laid the foundation stone for the 
museum project in the Wilayat of Manah, in
Dakhliyah Governorate. The project occu-
pies an estimated area of 300,000sqm and
its design has been inspired by the Hajar
Mountains. It also introduces an architec-
tural wonder that represents the Omani 
environment, with its unique geographical
topography.

Environment friendly
structure
The building of Oman Across Ages Museum
is an environment-friendly structure. It as-
sumes a low profile on the eastern side, so
that it could receive sunlight in the morning
and protect the internal spaces from direct
sun rays. On the west side, a set of windows
are placed on slanted walls that prevent im-
pact of direct sunlight and reduce the vol-
ume of energy that the museum needs in
lighting.

The design replicates the standards of
castles and ancient buildings. Typically, its
walls cool down the passing hot air. Since
some specifications require that the building

be an environment-friendly structure, high-
quality Omani stones from the governorates
of Dhahirah and North Batinah were used to
coat the walls of the museum, both, from in-
side and outside.

The museum is distinguished for its glass
facades that extend to heights ranging from
9m to 16m, and sometimes rising up to 25m,
offering the building clarity and prominence
over the horizon.

An insulating layer has been placed be-
tween the structure of the museum and the
ground to protect it from the impact of
earthquakes. In the event of occurrence of
an earthquake, the insulation system will di-
minish the effects on the building and ab-
sorb the repercussions - an exceptional
feature in such projects.

Two halls
The museum consists of two halls - the ‘His-
tory Hall’ and the ‘Renaissance Hall’.  Visi-
tors can contemplate the country’s past,
present and future in an interactive manner
through the use of modern technology, with
antiques of the museum dating back to pre-
historic eras.

The History Hall consists of the Land of
Oman pavilion, the Early Settlers pavilion,
the Civilisation of Magan pavilion, the King-
dom of Magan pavilion, the Maritime Her-
itage pavilion, the Aflaj pavilion, the

Embracing Islam pavilion, Al Ya’ariba Dy-
nasty pavilion, and the Al Busaidi Dynasty
pavilion. Thus, the visitor can span time and
space, right from the country’s geological
formations, through experiences of the early
settlers to the present-day renaissance age.

The exhibits are intro-
duced via digital media to
create multi-dimensional
environments that enable
the visitor to experience
the virtual reality of each
era. A selection of material
evidence gives rise to a
measure of realism.

The pavilions of the dif-
ferent ages exhibit various
aspects of daily life. These
are evident in the settle-
ments of Ras Al Hamra
and Ras Al Jiniz and their
relationship with seasonal
migrations, maritime com-
munication, copper trade,
and the construction of the
Aflaj system. These com-
prise a high-definition en-
vironment showcasing the
contribution of people of
Oman to Islam, in addition
to different aspects of in-
tellectual, political and social

life and economic life.
The Renaissance Hall consists of the

pavilions titled Dawn of the Renaissance,
Building A Nation, Our Society, Healthy En-
vironment, the Peace and Stability pavilion,
Towards A Sustainable Economy, Infra-
structure and Connectivity, Ash Shura,
Oman and the World, Inspiration, Creative
Expression, Media and Communications.

The hall’s entrance is an open space in
the centre of gigantic columns which form
interactive space for the presentation of the
high-resolution audio-visual display system
that deals with the first five years of the
blessed renaissance. This offers a panoramic
view of the hall and consummates the visi-
tor’s experience as it explores various as-
pects of social, economic, industrial, and
political transformation experienced by
Oman, while at the same time preserving its
authentic identity and ancient traditions.

The museum also houses 310 film mate-
rials and 1,200 interactive, dual and three di-
mensional screens, map projection
technology, as well as 1,300 antiques, 80
replicas, 500 text panels and drawings, 150

display boxes, 61km of fibre-optic cables and
21km of audio-video cables.

The exhibition includes the jaw of the
animal of Omantherium, which belongs to a
huge primitive elephant that lived in Oman
about 35 million years ago and was found in
Dhofar Governorate. It also includes trilo-
bites found in Mahut, in Al Wusta Gover-
norate dating back 250  - 500 million years
ago, in addition to inscriptions on the rocks
that were discovered in the Wilayat of
Madha in Musandam Governorate.

The museum also houses the Magan ship
- a replica of the vessels of the Magan Civil-
isation made of reed bundles, ropes of palm
fibres, woven mats, woollen sails and
painted with tar. It comprises a message
from the late Sultan Qaboos bin Said to his
teacher in the month of Rajab 1374 AH, cor-
responding to February 1955. 
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Oman acrOss ages museum

The late Sultan Qaboos bin Said had laid the foundation stone for the museum in 2015

Oman Across Ages Museum demonstrates the transition from the past to the
present and the future, in an interactive and modern style

EVOLUTION 
OF OMAN 

A replica of the Majan reed boat
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S
urreal sci-fi film Everything
Everywhere All at Once
dominated the Oscars on
Sunday, winning seven
golden statuettes including

best picture, Hollywood's most cov-
eted prize.

The unorthodox but beloved movie
- which features multiple universes,
sex toys, and hot dog fingers - also
won best director, best actress, best
original screenplay, best editing, and
both, the best supporting actor and
actress prizes.

Michelle Yeoh, who is Malaysian,
becomes the first ever Asian woman
to win best actress, for her portrayal
of an exhausted Chinese laundromat
owner embroiled in battle with an
inter-dimensional supervillain - who
happens to be her daughter.

"Thank you to the Academy, this is
history in the making!" she said.
"Ladies, don't let anybody tell you you
are ever past your prime," added the
60-year-old, whose career began
decades ago with martial arts films in

Hong Kong.
Brendan Fraser won best actor for

playing a morbidly obese teacher in
The Whale, capping a remarkable ca-
reer comeback. Fraser was a major
action star in the late 1990s with films
like The Mummy, before largely dis-
appearing from the public view.

"I started in this business 30 years
ago, and things - they didn't come
easily to me," he said, thanking direc-
tor Darren Aronofsky for "throwing
me a creative lifeline and hauling me
aboard the good ship - The Whale.

American Dream
Everything Everywhere, comfortably
the night's biggest winner, is a word-
of-mouth smash hit that has grossed
US$100mn at the global box office.

In a plot that is not easily described,
Yeoh's heroine Evelyn must harness
the power of her alter egos living in
parallel universes, which feature hot
dogs as human fingers, talking rocks,
and giant dildos used as weapons.

The film, which features a predom-

inantly Asian cast, was directed by
Daniel Kwan and Daniel Scheinert -
two young filmmakers who were pre-
viously best known for an oddball
comedy about a talking corpse.

Kwan thanked his immigrant par-
ents, while his counterpart thanked
his mother for 'never squashing my
creativity', including when he had
dressed in drag as a child. "Which is a
threat to nobody," he added, to enor-
mous cheers.

Vietnam-born Ke Huy Quan, 51,
who was a major child star in the
1980s with Indiana Jones and the
Temple of Doom and The Goonies,
completed a stunning comeback from
decades in the Hollywood wilderness
by winning best supporting actor.

"My journey started on a boat. I
spent a year in a refugee camp. And
somehow, I ended up here on Holly-
wood's biggest stage... this is the
American Dream," said Quan. 

After the show, he came bounding
into the backstage press room, shout-
ing "Wow, wow, wow... Can you be-

lieve I'm holding one of these?" He
shared what Indiana Jones director
Steven Spielberg had grabbed him and
said, "You are now an Oscar winner!"

Best supporting actress Jamie Lee
Curtis paid tribute to her parents Tony
Curtis and Janet Leigh, both Oscar-
nominated actors who never won.

‘All Quiet’ makes noise
All Quiet on the Western Front, Net-
flix's German-language World War I,
finished the night in second place with
four awards. It won best international
feature and best cinematography
early in Sunday's ceremony.

As the night progressed, it also
gathered Oscars for best original
score and best production design.

Ultimately, it could not stop the
Everything Everywhere juggernaut,
and lost adapted screenplay to
Women Talking, and best sound to
Top Gun: Maverick.

Tom Cruise's Top Gun sequel had
been seen as another potential best
picture contender, having helped

bring audiences back to movie the-
atres after the pandemic.

While Cruise did not attend Sun-
day's ceremony, the night began with
a thunderous flyover by two US Navy
jets, soaring at 345mph over the
Dolby Theatre in Hollywood.

Host Jimmy Kimmel was then low-
ered onto the stage, and he quickly
launched into a monologue which laid
into Will Smith's infamous attack on
Chris Rock at last year's Oscars.

The spectre of' 'the slap' has hung
over the Oscars since Smith assaulted
Rock on stage for cracking a joke
about his wife.

Smith was allowed to stay at the
gala, and accept Hollywood's top
male acting prize soon after, but has
since been banned from Academy
events for a decade.

"If anyone in this theatre commits
an act of violence at any point during
the show - you will be awarded the
Oscar for best actor, and permitted to
give a 19-minute-long speech," joked
Kimmel.

‘Naatu Naatu’
In the night's other prizes, Guillermo
del Toro's Pinocchio won best ani-
mated film, and Avatar: The Way of
Water won best visual effects.

Navalny - about the imprisoned
Russian dissident Alexei Navalny -
won best documentary.

Dozens of dancers brought a
colourful, energetic performance of
'Naatu Naatu', the showstopper tune
from Indian crowd-pleaser RRR, which
won the Oscar for best original song.
The song in Telugu features as 'Nacho
Nacho' (Dance Dance) in the dubbed
Hindi version of the film.

Academy bosses hope that Oscars
television ratings will pick up from re-
cent years, calling in heavy hitters
from the world of music to perform
the other nominated songs.

A dressed-down Lady Gaga sang
an emotional, heartfelt rendition of
her song 'Hold My Hand' from Top
Gun: Maverick. And Rihanna - draped
in diamonds, including over her baby
bump - sang 'Lift Me Up' from Black
Panther: Wakanda Forever, which
won for best costume design.

Lenny Kravitz also performed the
annual 'In Memoriam' segment.
AFP
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Oscars 2023

US actor Brendan Fraser (R), winner of the Oscar for ‘Best actor in a leading role’ for

The Whale, and Jeanne Moore (L) attend the Vanity Fair 95th Oscars Party at the

The Wallis Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts in Beverly Hills, California

Shane Boris (L), winner of the ‘Best documentary feature

film’ award for Navalny, and Canadian actress Odessa

Rae attend the Oscars Party

US costume designer Ruth E Carter holds the Oscar

for ‘Best costume design’ for Black Panther: Wakanda

Forever

Malaysian actress Michelle Yeoh (L) winner of the Oscar

‘Best actress in a leading role’ for Everything Everywhere

All at Once and British actress Florence Pugh

US film producer Jonathan Wang (C) accepts the Oscar for Best Picture for Everything Everywhere All at Once




