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Abstract

Business Content in Omani Daily Newspapers
A Study in Characteristics and Challenges
By: Hosain Redha Mohamed Al-Lawati

This Study analysis the Business contents in three of The Omani leading
Arabic Daily Newspapers ( Alwatan, Oman, Alshabiba ). As a part of it, the
study sheds light on the beginning of The Business Press in the world in
general and in Oman in particular. It also contain the background of all
Business Periodicals in the Sultanate. More than that, the study provides useful

information related to the importance, sources, editing tips, levels and the role

of the Business Journalism.

The other important part of this study focuses on the challenges facing the
Business Press, specially in The Sultanate of Oman. The researcher
interviewed a number of Business Editors and representatives from different
Economic Sectors in the country, to specify these challenges and propose

suitable solutions for better Business News coverage in the Sultanate of Oman.

Furthermore, this study is considered as a Descriptive one, which employed
Content Analysis as a technique to investigate the content of the three
newspapers .(12) issues were selected from each newspaper by Systematic
Random Sample. In addition, the study employed Unstructured Interview to

enquire a desirable numbers of j ournalists and economists who have direct

relations to the economic matters.

The research disclosed many results, the important ones are, the economic

issues ranked in the third position in the interests of the Oman daily



newspapers after sports and culture issues. In the economic issues the stories
related to the Stock Market had the most coverage in the three newspapers

comparing to the other economic issues. One of the main results is that these
newspapers depend on their Reporters as one of the economic stories source,

and also the News as one of the Press Arts were used much more in editing the

economic content comparing to the other Press Arts.

More than that, the study disclosed the local economic events were covered
more than the International events, and the stories referred to Oman News

Agency were less comparing to Reuters as source of the International

economic news.

On the other hand, the Survey disclosed many facts related to the challenges
facing the economic press, one of which is the Bureaucratic Procedures
practiced by the Economic Establishments against the journalists, and the
importance of nominating Authorized Officials in these Establishments to

provide the journalists the necessary business information, as per the

journalists points of view.

On the other side, the Economic Specialists summarised the challenges prevent
to read a good economic content in local newspapers due to lack of specialised
and trained Economic Journalists. They also talk about the importance of

organizing special economic tralmng programs indoors or even outdoors in co-

operation with the Economic Establishments; in order to have better Economic

Press in Oman.
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