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IN BRIEF

HIS MAJESTY GREETS
PRESIDENTS OF
BURUNDI, SOMALIA

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik
has sent a cable of greetings to President Evariste
Ndayishimiye of the Republic of Burundi on his
country’s National Day. In the cable, His Majesty
the Sultan lauded the strength of bilateral relations
between the two countries. His Majesty also
wished President Evariste success in leading the
people of his country and in achieving further
accomplishments and development.

His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik has also
sent a cable of greetings to President Hassan Sheikh
Mohamud of the Federal Republic of Somalia
on his country’s National Day. In the cable, His
Majesty the Sultan expressed his best wishes to
Somalia to achieve the aspirations of further
stability and prosperity.

SAYYID BADR
DISCUSSES TIES WITH
CANADA MINISTER

MUSCAT: Sayyid Badr bin Hamad al Busaidy,
Foreign Minister, and Anita Anand, Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Canada, held a telephone call on
Tuesday.

The call addressed bilateral relations between
the two countries and followed up on the outcomes
of the recent visit by the Canadian Minister to the
Sultanate of Oman. It also focused on building
upon the understandings achieved during the visit
to enhance cooperation and political consultation,
as well as expanding the horizons of partnership
in areas of mutual interest.

The two sides reviewed developments in the
regional and international landscapes. Both
sides underscored the importance of intensifying
political and diplomatic efforts, and of fostering
a conducive environment for the implementation
of constructive understandings aimed at reducing
sources of tension and opening broader horizons
for security, stability and prosperity. — ONA

HOOTHALL GRA

A fan wears a football-shaped helmet in Dallas
Stadium, Arlington, Texas. — Reuters

Oman rejects transit fees
on Strait of Hormuz ships

AIM IS TO ENSURE PEACE AND FREEDOM OF NAVIGATION IN THE WATERWAY

STAFF REPORTER
MUSCAT, JUNE 30

Sultanate of Oman does

not support imposing

transit fees on ships

passing through the Strait

of Hormuz, but it left open
the possibility of discussing charges
linked to maritime services,

Sayyid Badr bin Hamad al
Busaidy, Foreign Minister, said.

In an exclusive interview with
Monte Carlo International Radio,
Sayyid Badr said that Oman rejects
imposing fees on ships transiting
the Strait of Hormuz, describing it as
‘internationally prohibited’. He did
not, however, rule out the possibility
of discussing voluntary maritime
services with companies.

Sayyid Badr noted that Oman,
like France, calls for de-escalation
and supports the implementation of
the memorandum of understanding
signed between Washington and
Tehran. He emphasised that Oman
continues its contacts and efforts to
achieve peace and ensure freedom
of navigation in the Strait of
Hormuz.

Sayyid Badr stressed that the
Sultanate of Oman is keen to ensure
that navigation on the Strait of
Hormuz remains safe, secure and
free for all, given the importance of
this waterway to the global economy
and to the countries of the region,
including Iran.

He explained that the ongoing
dialogue between Muscat and

Oman is open to
the possibility

of discussing
mechanisms
related to
maritime services
similar to models
implemented

in the Straits of
Malacca and
Singapore

Tehran is based on the necessity
for any future understandings to
be consistent with international
law, emphasising the Sultanate of
Oman’s commitment to the United
Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea (UNCLOS) and that any
new arrangements in the Strait of
Hormuz should be consistent with
international law.

He said Oman is open to
the possibility of discussing
mechanisms related to maritime
services, such as enhancing
navigational safety, preparing

Awvessel in the Strait of Hormuz near the beach of Bandar Abbas, Iran, on Tuesday. — Reuters

for emergencies and combating
pollution, similar to models
implemented in the Straits of
Malacca and Singapore.

He added that any such
arrangements would be made in
consultation with the countries
and companies benefiting from
navigation on the Strait of Hormuz,
stressing that the objective is
to improve services and ensure
navigational security. He said
there is consensus among the GCC
countries on the need to de-escalate
tensions and halt any attacks.

No US-Iran
meeting in
Doha as talks
stuck over
Hormuz

WASHINGTON/TEHRAN: After
the latest military escalation
in the Strait of Hormuz, there
will - at least for now - be no
new talks between the United
States and Iran despite US
President Donald Trump saying
there would be. “IRAN HAS
REQUESTED A MEETING.
IT WILL TAKE PLACE
TOMORROW IN DOHA,”
Trump wrote on Monday on his
Truth Social platform, without
providing further details on the
purpose of the talks.

Trump’s son-in-law Jared

Kushner and US special envoy
Steve Witkoff are in Doha on
Tuesday for talks, a spokesman
for Qatar’s Foreign Ministry
said. But only meetings with
mediators are planned, as
senior Iranian representatives
are currently not expected in
the Qatari capital.

On the Iranian side, Deputy
Foreign Minister Kazem
Gharibabadi told the Iranian
news agency ISNA that a round
of talks would take place “as
soon as the prerequisites have
been created and agreement

has been reached on the

date and venue.” Technical
sessions of the working
groups are not planned this
week, Gharibabadi said, but
consultations via mediators
would continue. If the talks are
likely to take place soon, US
media reported that the focus
would not be Iran’s nuclear
programme, as initially
expected, but once again

the dispute over the Strait of
Hormuz, a key waterway for
global trade in oil, gas and
fertiliser. — dpa

Oman’s 263-year-old jackfruit tree still bearing juicy fruits in Afi

MOHAMED AL BATTASHI
MUSCAT, JUNE 30

In the town of Afi, in the Wilayat of
Wadi Al Maawil, beside Al Dabiyah
Mosque, a tall jackfruit tree of (Al
Fins) has stood for more than two
centuries. It carries a deep piece
of Omani history in its trunk and a
flavour like no other in its fruit.
Hamad bin Bilarab al Maawali,
a founding member of Hajrat Al
Sheikh company, is clearly proud
as he tells the tree’s story. He says it
was brought from Zanzibar around

The tree was brought from Zanzibar
around 263 years ago by Sayyid Hamad
bin Ahmed al Busaidy.

263 years ago by Sayyid Hamad bin
Ahmed al Busaidy, nicknamed ‘Al
Samar. At the time, it was the only
tree of its kind in the Sultanate of
Oman. In an earlier era, it was even
used as the emblem of the wilayat,
shown alongside Al Safalah fort as a
symbol of the area.

Al Maawali says the tree produces
fruit reliably every year. It flowers
each January, and its fruit is ready
for harvest by June, with individual
fruits weighing up to 14 kg. He
describes it as having a sweet,
fragrant blossom and fruit that

tastes like honey, with pulp inside
similar to a mango. An old saying
captures this well: the fruit’s strong
smell “betrays the thief” who tries

to take it without permission, since
its scent can be noticed from far
away. The tree now stands beside the
popular Hajrat Al Sheikh walkway, a
popular tourist spot.

Content creator Majid al Rahbi
explains the bigger picture behind
this one tree. He says around the
world, a single jackfruit can weigh
up to 55 kg, though in Oman the
fruit usually weighs between 5 and

15 kg. He says the tree has grown
successfully in several wilayats,
including Al Hamra, Wadi Al
Maawil, Al Suwaiq, Saham and
Suhar, showing how well it adapts to
different parts of Oman’s climate.

Coastal wilayats such as Suhar are
seeing more interest in growing and
eating jackfruit, with farms there
attracting large numbers of visitors
during the summer season.

This one tree, brought from
Zanzibar more than 260 years ago,
stands as a living piece of Omani
history on its own.
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Oman is presenting working papers addressing a
range of themes.

OMAN PARTICIPATES
IN BAHRAIN SMART
CITIES SUMMIT

MANAMA: The Sultanate of Oman is
participating in the ninth edition of the Bahrain
Smart Cities Summit 2026 as part of efforts to
strengthen cooperation and exchange expertise in
the fields of innovation and smart technologies.
Throughout the two-day conference, the
Sultanate of Oman is presenting five working
papers addressing a range of themes related to

the future of smart cities and sustainable urban
development, including the role of decentralisation
in achieving sustainability, the application of
smart technologies in residential buildings to
enhance resource efficiency and improve comfort
and safety levels, the impact of urban planning
and environmental sustainability projects

on public health, and sustainable municipal
transformation within the framework of Oman
Vision 2040.

Additionally, a paper on the Al Batinah North
Green Initiative will be presented, focusing on
environmental sustainability, afforestation and
the strengthening of green infrastructure.

This participation underscores the Sultanate of
Oman’s commitment to adopting innovative
solutions and advancing smart city concepts,
thereby supporting sustainable development
efforts and aligning with global trends in urban
development and quality-of-life enhancement.

— ONA

National Committee
for Emergency
Management meets

Lt Gen Hasan bin Mohsin al Shraiqi chaired the
meeting.

MUSCAT: The National Committee for Emergency
Management held a meeting, chaired by Lt Gen
Hasan bin Mohsin al Shraiqi, Inspector General of
Police and Customs and Chairman of the National
Committee for Emergency Management.

During the meeting, the Committee reviewed
its ongoing activities and followed up on the
implementation of this year’s annual plan.

Discussions also addressed a number of topics
pertaining to mechanisms for developing and
enhancing the efficiency of the national emergency
management system.

Lt Gen Al Shraiqi commended the advanced
level of coordination and integration among
the Committee’s sectors and sub-committees.

This, he affirmed, contributes to strengthening
efficiency and responsiveness. He also praised
the cooperation of the community with the
Committee, which constitutes a fundamental
pillar in facilitating the performance of the
emergency management system’s duties and the
achievement of its objectives. — ONA

OMAN,
UZBEKISTAN
HOLD
POLITICAL
CONSULTATION
SESSION

MUSCAT: The ninth round of
political consultations between the
Sultanate of Oman and the Republic
of Uzbekistan was convened in
Muscat on Tuesday. The Omani side
was chaired by Shaikh Khalifa bin
Ali al Harthy, Under-Secretary of
the Foreign Ministry for Political
Affairs, while the Uzbek side was led
by Bakhromjon Aloyev, First Deputy
Minister of Foreign Affairs.

During the session, the two sides
reviewed existing bilateral relations
and explored means of enhancing

them across various domains,
particularly in the political,

scientific and cultural spheres.
Discussions also focused on

economic, investment, commercial,

supporting joint investments,
activating trade exchange and
pursuing their developmentin a
manner that serves the mutual
interests of both countries. — ONA

ROP urges residents to
omes before travel

seCcure

LT MOHAMMED AL MADASARI
MUSCAT, JUNE 30

families head away for

the summer holidays, the

Royal Oman Police (ROP)

is urging residents to

take simple but effective
precautions to safeguard their
homes against theft and other risks
during their absence.

With many households left
unoccupied for extended periods,
thieves often exploit lapses in
home security. Authorities say
following basic safety measures
can significantly reduce the risk of
burglary and help protect property.

Before travelling, residents are
advised to ensure that all doors
and windows are securely locked,
disconnect unnecessary electrical
appliances to minimise fire hazards,
and ask trusted relatives or friends
to check on their homes regularly.

Removing promotional flyers
or advertisements from doorways
is also recommended, as they can
signal that a house is vacant.

The ROP further recommends
using timer-controlled lighting to
create the impression that a home
is occupied and installing smart
surveillance systems that allow
homeowners to monitor their

BRIGADIER
JAMAL BIN
HABIB
AL QURAISHI

ROP recommends
using timer-
controlled
lighting to create
the impression
that a home is
occupied and
installing smart
surveillance
systems
that allow
homeowners
to monitor
their property
remotely

property remotely through mobile
devices.

Brigadier Jamal bin Habib al
Quraishi, Director-General of the
Directorate-General of Inquiries
and Criminal Investigation, warned
against common mistakes that can
make homes vulnerable to theft.
These include leaving spare keys
in obvious hiding places such as
under doormats, failing to install
or maintain security systems, and
keeping valuables such as cash and
jewellery in easily visible locations.

He stressed that surveillance
systems play a vital role in
protecting homes by providing
real-time monitoring and

valuable evidence that can assist
investigators in identifying and
apprehending offenders.

“These systems can contribute
significantly to reducing theft cases
by providing evidence that helps
identify and apprehend criminals,”
Brigadier Al Quraishi said. He
also cautioned residents against
installing poor-quality cameras
or positioning them in areas that
fail to provide full coverage of the
property.

The ROP also advised the public
to avoid sharing travel plans or
holiday photos on social media
while away, as such posts can
inadvertently reveal that a home is
unoccupied.

“Posting pictures provides
information that confirms the
absence of residents; therefore, it
is advisable to delay sharing them
until after returning from travel,”
Brigadier Al Quraishi said.

While combating residential
theft remains a priority for the ROP
through advanced technology and
operational preparedness, Brigadier
Al Quraishi emphasised that public
cooperation remains essential.

“Community cooperation is vital,
and adherence to safety procedures
is the first line of defence in
protecting homes,” he said.

Al Buraimi attracts RO 13m worth

AL BURAIMI: Al Buraimi
Governorate is witnessing an
investment boom and remarkable
economic growth, making it an
attractive hub for investors.

This revitalisation is driven by
a package of developmental and
strategic projects currently being
implemented in the infrastructure,
tourism, hotel and entertainment
facility sectors.

This consolidates the position of
Al Buraimi Governorate as a leading
tourist destination and a promising
economic centre in the Sultanate of
Oman.

Sayyid Dr Hamad bin Ahmed al
Busaidy, Governor of Al Buraimi,
stated that the total volume of
investments announced in the
governorate’s projects during the
period from 2019 to 2026 reached
approximately RO 13,850,301.

Al Busaidy added that in
2025, investments recorded
approximately RO 2,148,000, while
the volume of investments in the

SAYYID DR
HAMAD BIN
AHMED
AL BUSAIDY

Focus on
investment in
the tourism and
service sectors,
and tourist
camps, opens
new horizons
for diversifying
income sources
and attracting
tourists

first quarter of the same year
amounted to RO 1,700,000.

This confirms a clear
development compared to previous
years, as the governorate continues
to attract new projects as part of
its long-term plans to enhance
sustainable development.

He explained that the governorate
is witnessing the implementation
and development of many projects
and tourist sites that represent a
significant addition to the tourism
sector. Prominent among these are
the Al Buraimi Oasis project, which
is considered one of the qualitative
projects aimed at providing an
integrated entertainment and
tourism environment, and the
Artificial Lake project, which
represents a promising destination
for family and entertainment
tourism.

He pointed out that the
governorate is working on
developing and rehabilitating a
number of heritage and historical

of projects

sites, foremost among which is
the project to rehabilitate the old
market of Harat Hamasah and the
proposals related to establishing a
heritage village at the site.

This is in addition to developing
a number of the natural and
tourist sites that characterise the
governorate, which enhances the
diversity of the tourism product and
grants investors new opportunities
in this sector.

He affirmed that these
investments in Al Buraimi
Governorate have a prominent
impact on supporting the economic
aspect.

They are not limited to creating
job opportunities but also include
supporting small and medium
enterprises and enhancing their
participation in investment projects,
with a participation rate reaching 89
per cent. This enhances their ability
to compete and increases their
contribution to the local economy.

- ONA
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Registration opens for
Innovation Centres
Support Programme

MUSCAT: The Research and Innovation Authority
has announced that registration for the second
edition of the Innovation Centres Support
Programme will open on July 1, Wednesday. The
programme targets both public and private higher
education institutions in the Sultanate of Oman.

The Authority has invited institutions wishing
to benefit from the programme to submit their
support applications electronically via the
Research Information Management System
(RIMS), noting that the registration window will
remain open until September 1.

The programme serves as a foundational
pillar for investing in knowledge and
fostering an innovation-conducive climate
for entrepreneurship. It directly contributes
to elevating the Sultanate of Oman’s standing
in global indicators — including the Global
Innovation Index and the Global Competitiveness
Index.

Najah bint Mohammed al Rashdi, Acting
Director-General of the Innovation Centre,
explained that the Innovation Centres Support
Programme is designed to establish new
innovation centres, empower existing ones, and
enhance the services they offer to innovators.

She noted that through this programme, the
Authority aims to enrich the national economy
with innovation-driven startups by developing
competitive, innovative products and services.
Additionally, the programme seeks to strengthen
the role of universities and colleges in building
a tangible knowledge-based economy, provide a
safe and supportive environment for innovators
and entrepreneurs to develop their ideas, and
ultimately transform higher education institutions
into entrepreneurial entities capable of production
and meaningful impact. — ONA

Inspiring children to
embrace cultural identity

SIHAM AL SAIDI
SUHAR, JUNE 30

Heritage and Tourism

Department in Al Batinah

North is nurturing a new

generation that values

Oman’s cultural identity
through a series of interactive
activities under the ‘Our Summer:
Leadership and Innovation 2026’
programme.

The initiative introduces children
to the nation’s heritage, traditional
crafts, historical landmarks, and
tourism assets, while encouraging
them to preserve and celebrate the
legacy of their ancestors.

A key highlight of the
programme was the ‘My Craft’
workshop, where participants
explored the traditional art of
palm frond weaving. Conducted by
Ahmed al Hamadani, the session
combined hands-on training with
a heritage exhibition featuring
archaeological artefacts and
interactive displays showcasing
various Omani handicrafts. The
experience helped children gain a
deeper appreciation of traditional
craftsmanship and its role in
preserving national identity.

The department also organised
an educational field trip titled ‘A
Step into a Museum’ to the Majan
Sons Museum. Museum owner
Ahmed al Farsi guided students
through the museum’s history and
its rich collection of archaeological

discoveries and historical artefacts.

The visit offered participants an
engaging journey into Oman’s past,
strengthening their understanding
of the country’s civilisation
and cultural heritage. Adding a
creative dimension, storyteller
Rashid al Ghafri captivated young
audiences with a traditional
storytelling workshop inspired

A key highlight of the programme was the ‘My Craft’ workshop, where participants explored the traditional art of

palm frond weaving.

Interactive
workshops,
museum Visits,
and storytelling
sessions

help young
participants
connect with
Oman’s heritage
and traditions

by Omani folklore and values. His

Labour Ministry intensifies
summer worksite safety measures

BALQEES AL ORAIMI
MUSCAT, JUNE 30

Reaffirming its commitment to safeguarding
workers’ health during the summer months,
the Ministry of Labour continues to strictly
enforce the annual midday work ban at open
worksites and locations exposed to direct
sunlight throughout June, July and August.

The measure forms part of the ministry’s
comprehensive occupational safety and
health strategy aimed at preventing heat
stress, heatstroke and other heat-related
workplace injuries while promoting safer
and healthier working environments across
Oman.

Amer bin Hassan al Balushi, Industrial
Safety Inspector at the Occupational Safety
and Health Department of the Directorate-
General of Labour Welfare, said the ministry
adopts an integrated approach that combines
inspections, monitoring and awareness
programmes to protect workers and ensure
compliance with safety regulations.

“The midday work ban is not intended
merely to detect violations or impose
penalties, but to strengthen a preventive
safety culture by encouraging employers and
workers to comply with occupational safety
requirements during periods of extreme
heat,” he said.

Al Balushi noted that the ministry conducts
intensive inspection campaigns throughout
the enforcement period, complemented
by continuous awareness and guidance
programmes covering construction sites and
other sectors where work is carried out in
open environments or under harsh climatic
conditions.

He added that the regulation helps
reduce occupational illnesses and accidents

caused by heat stress and fatigue, while
improving productivity through safer and
healthier workplaces. It also reflects Oman’s
commitment to international standards on
workers’ health, safety and welfare.

As part of its annual awareness efforts,
the ministry continues to implement the
‘Safe Summer’ initiative in cooperation with
private sector establishments, social partners
and relevant stakeholders. The campaign
includes seminars, workshops, field visits and
awareness programmes across traditional and
digital media platforms to educate employers

The midday
work ban is and workers on heat-related risks and
not intended preventive measures.
merely to detect To maximise outreach, awareness
violations or materials are produced in several languages,
impose penalties, including Arabic, English, Urdu, Hindi and
but to strengthen Bengali, with additional languages provided
a preventive where necessary in coordination with the
safety culture relevant authorities and foreign embassies.
by encouraging Al Balushi said specialised inspection
employers and teams conduct unannounced field visits
workers to during the enforcement period to ensure
comply with work ceases during the prohibited hours and
occupational that employers provide air-conditioned rest
safety areas, adequate supplies of cold drinking
requirements water, first-aid equipment and appropriate
during periods of heat-risk assessment measures. Inspectors
extreme heat also verify that workers receive the necessary
occupational safety training.
AMER BIN He stressed that violations are identified
HASSAN through routine inspections as well as reports
AL BALUSHI

submitted by workers and members of the
public.

Establishments found violating the
regulation face legal action, including fines
and other penalties stipulated under the
Labour Law, with stricter measures applied
for repeat offences or cases that jeopardise
workers’ health and safety.

interactive narratives encouraged
participation while reviving the
oral storytelling tradition passed
down through generations.

Ahmed al Magbali,
representative of the Summer
Programmes at the Heritage
and Tourism Department in Al
Batinah North Governorate, said
investing in children is one of the
most effective ways to safeguard
Oman’s heritage for the future. He
noted that exposing young people
to museums, traditional crafts,
archaeological treasures, and
tourist sites strengthens their sense
of national identity and encourages
them to become custodians of
cultural heritage.

Fatma al Qutaiti, a parent,
praised the programme, saying
her children returned home
eager to share what they had
learned about Oman’s history and
traditional crafts. “These activities
connect children with their roots

in a way that books alone cannot.
They make heritage enjoyable,
meaningful, and unforgettable,”
she said.

Another parent, Suad al Rawabhi,
described the programme as an
excellent example of how heritage
can be presented in a modern
and engaging way. He noted that
the museum visit, palm weaving
workshop, and storytelling
sessions encouraged his children to
ask more questions about Oman’s
traditions and history, expressing
hope that similar initiatives
continue in the future.

Through workshops, museum
experiences, and cultural
activities, the Heritage and
Tourism Department continues
to transform the summer holiday
into a meaningful learning journey,
fostering pride in Oman’s national
identity while inspiring children to
preserve its cultural and historical
heritage for generations to come.
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The team has earned global recognition after
stringent multi-day evaluation exercises.

NSRT ACHIEVES
RECORD RESPONSE
TIME IN DRILL

KABEER YOUSUF
MUSCAT, JUNE 30

The National Search and Rescue Team (NSRT)
of the Civil Defence and Ambulances Authority
(CDAA) has recorded outstanding resultsin a
simulated training exercise designed to assess
readiness for both local and international
missions.

The exercise, conducted as part of ongoing
preparedness initiatives, tested the team’s response
speed and operational efficiency in handling
Various emergency scenarios.

Upon receiving the alert, NSRT members
immediately initiated mission protocols in
accordance with approved international
standards. Teams swiftly progressed through
equipment mobilisation, vehicle preparation,
medical clearances and verification of all required
documentation.

Once preparations were completed, the teams
proceeded to the Royal Air Force of Oman (RAFO)
base for air deployment, demonstrating a high
level of coordination, professionalism and
operational readiness.

According to a source at the CDAA, the NSRT
completed all response and readiness procedures in
under five hours, significantly outperforming the
international benchmark of 12 hours.

The CDAA noted that the NSRT operates
under rigorous, globally benchmarked training
programmes that include international disaster
simulations, structural rescue drills, and
specialised technical operations.

The team has earned the prestigious INSARAG
‘Heavy Urban Search and Rescue’ classification, a
global recognition awarded after stringent multi-
day evaluation exercises. It has also participated
in joint international drills, including exercises
with the Qatar International Search and Rescue
Group, aimed at enhancing coordination during
large-scale emergencies.

In addition, the NSRT has contributed to
humanitarian missions in disaster-hit regions,
including deployments during the Tiirkiye and
Morocco earthquakes and Storm Daniel in Libya.

The authority further highlighted that it
conducts large-scale evacuation and rescue drills
across major public and commercial locations,
including simulations at Qurum City Centre.

Specialised training also covers subterranean
debris rescue, mountain and desert search
operations, and flood response scenarios, using
advanced life-detection technologies such as 3D
imaging systems and acoustic sensors to locate
survivors trapped under rubble.

23,000 marriage contracts, 291,000 passports issued

MUSCAT: Statistical data issued by
the National Centre for Statistics
and Information (NCSI) showed
that 81,630 new Omani identity
cards were issued during 2025. Of
these, a total of 42,354 identity
cards were for males and 39,276
were issued for females.

Al Batinah North Governorate
topped the list of governorates
in terms of the number of new
personal identity cards issued (a
total of 18,597 cards), followed by
Muscat Governorate (14,726 cards),
Al Dakhiliyah Governorate (10,661
cards) and Al Wusta Governorate
(547 cards).

In terms of monthly distribution,
the month of August saw the
issuance of the highest number
of new personal cards (12,570),

followed by July (12,435) and

Al Batinah North Governorate topped the list of governorates in terms of new

personal identity cards.

March (2,287).

Asmany as 290,918 new and
renewed Omani passports were
processed during 2025. Muscat
Governorate saw the largest number
of passports issued (a total of 76,484

passports), followed by Al Batinah
North Governorate (56,111), Al
Dakhiliyah Governorate (33,616)
and Al Wusta Governorate (1,797).
The total number of passports in
2023 stood at 431,211. The number

went down to 310,913 in 2024 and
dropped to 290,918 in 2025.

The number of marriage
contracts registered at offices of
the Notary Public rose to 23,117
contracts during the year 2025,
compared to 17,896 in 2024 and
14,716 in 2023. The number of
divorce documents also increased
to 4,208 during 2025, compared to
4,122 in 2024 and 3,828 in 2023.

Muscat topped the list of
governorates in terms of the
number of marriage contracts
registered during 2025, as it saw a
total of 6,651 marriage contracts,

followed by Al Batinah North
Governorate (3,753), Al Batinah
South Governorate (2,683), Dhofar
Governorate (2,462) and Al
Dakhiliyah Governorate (2,425).
—ONA

£-8.37M BOULEVARD

JECT REACHES

AMAL AL RIYAMI
NIZWA, JUNE 30

CONSTRUCTION of the Al
Dakhiliyah Boulevard project

in Nizwa has reached 60 per

cent completion, marking
significant progress on one of the
governorate’s largest integrated
urban development initiatives.

Valued at more than RO 8.37
million and spanning 145,000
square metres, the project is
designed as a vibrant destination
that combines tourism,
entertainment, investment and
culture. It will also link with
key developments, including
the Nizwa Gate project, the
integrated public transport
station and nearby commercial
and tourism facilities.

The Boulevard will feature
open-air theatres, exhibition
spaces for events and festivals, a
central promenade surrounded
by landscaped green areas,
water features, restaurants and
cafés, children’s play areas, and
dedicated spaces for productive
families. The project includes
10 investment sites and 50
usufruct agreements across
various sectors. Once completed,
itis expected to attract around
944,000 visitors annually, create
approximately 340 direct and
indirect jobs, and provide

The Al Dakhiliyah Boulevard project is expected to be completed in 2027.

OPC

opportunities for about 60
productive families.

Ahmed bin Zayed al Busaidy,
member of the Municipal
Council of Al Dakhiliyah
Governorate and representative
of Nizwa, said the Boulevard
would become a prominent
architectural landmark that
enhances the quality of life
while generating investment and
employment opportunities for
the governorate.

As construction progresses,
some residents have expressed
concerns about the project’s
location adjacent to a wadi
channel, particularly regarding its
resilience during heavy rainfall
and extreme weather events.

Responding to these concerns,
Israa al Mahrougqj, official
spokesperson for Al Dakhiliyah
Governorate, said the project
has been designed in accordance
with the highest engineering and
technical standards.

She explained that a
three-metre-deep reinforced
concrete protection wall has
been constructed along the
Boulevard to safeguard both the
development and surrounding
areas from potential flooding.

The Al Dakhiliyah Boulevard
project is expected to be
completed during the first
quarter of 2027.

Over 173 projects worth RO 37.5m underway in Al Wusta Governorate

AL DUQM: Al Wusta
Governorate is currently
implementing more than 173
developmental, economic,
and tourism projects at a

total cost exceeding RO 37.5
million, distributed across the
governorate’s wilayats.

This reflects the scale of
developmental momentum
and the expanding scope of
service-oriented projects. The
data were presented during
the Al Wusta Governorate
media briefing held on
Sunday in the Wilayat of
Al Dugm, under the theme
‘Development in Sight & A
Future Under Construction.

Shaikh Ahmed bin
Musallam al Kathiri, Governor
of Al Wusta, stated that the
governorate has emerged as
one of the most promising
regions in the Sultanate of
Oman, endowed with strategic
assets and comparative
advantages, and witnessing a

steady flow of developmental
and investment projects and
initiatives. He affirmed that
the achievements realised
reflect the integration of
efforts among various
stakeholders.

He further noted that the
projects underway in the
governorate align with the
objectives of Oman Vision
2040 and the 11th Five-Year
Plan, contributing to the
enhancement of quality of life,
the promotion of balanced
urban development, and the
provision of an integrated
infrastructure.

The media briefing
showcased a number of
infrastructure projects,
including the design and
execution of internal roads
across the governorate’s
wilayats. These initiatives
contribute to improving the
urban landscape, enhancing
service efficiency, and

The media briefing reviewed projects in the fisheries, livestock,

agricultural and water sectors.

boosting the tourism and
investment appeal of the
governorate’s wilayats.

In the transport and
roads sector, the spotlight
was placed on vital projects
including the maintenance
of asphalt roads in Al Wusta
Governorate at a cost of RO
6.4 million, the completion
of the North Haima dual
carriageway at RO 44
million, and the third phase

of the South Haima dual
carriageway project at RO

70 million. These projects
enhance road safety, support
logistical connectivity, and
facilitate the movement of
people and goods between the
governorate’s wilayats and
economic zones.

The media briefing also
addressed achievements in
the health sector, foremost
among which is the Mahout

Hospital project at a cost of
approximately RO 17 million,
representing a qualitative
addition to healthcare services
in the wilayat and surrounding
areas. Additional projects
include the Emergency and
Accident Unit at Al Dugm
Hospital at RO 2.3 million,
financed by OQ Group; the
Emergency and Accident Unit
in the Wilayat of Al Jazir at RO
300,000; and the establishment
of a training centre at an
estimated cost of RO 250,000.
In the tourism sector, the
media briefing highlighted
the unique natural and
environmental assets of Al
Wusta Governorate through
distinctive projects, including
the Mahout Wetland Reserve
project at RO 4 million and
the Arabian Oryx Reserve
project in the Wilayat of
Al Duqm at RO 9.2 million.
These projects support the
governorate’s drive towards

ecotourism development
and enhance its presence on
Oman’s tourism map.

The media briefing also
reviewed a number of projects
in the fisheries, livestock,
agricultural and water sectors.

In the livestock sector, the
media briefing presented the
broiler breeder project and
fertilised egg production in
the Wilayat of Haima at RO
61.5 million, a camel milk
production project in the
Wilayat of Mahout at RO 7.69
million, and the Nusra poultry
project in Mahout at RO
300,000.

In the agricultural and
water resources sectot,
projects included Wadi Al Sail
water station in the Wilayat
of Mahout at RO 500,000, a
water purification plantin
the wilayats of Al Dugm and
Haima at RO 250,000, and a
fodder project in Haima at RO
150,000. — ONA




Follow us on facebook@omanobserver, X@omanobserver

WEDNESDAY - JULY 1- 2026

OMAN DAILY

Observer

WORLD

SHORTTAKES

Britain’s PM Keir Starmer delivers a speech during a
visit to Malloy Aeronautics, west of London. — AFP

OUTGOING STARMER
ANNOUNCES ‘RECORD’
DEFENCE SPENDING

LONDON: Outgoing UK Prime Minister Keir
Starmer said on Tuesday that Britain would
spend a “record” of almost £300 billion ($397
billion) over the next four years to modernise its
armed forces in the face of rising threats. Starmer,
expected to leave office next month after losing
the support of Labour members of parliament,
announced an extra £15 billion for defence
spending up to 2030 when he launched his long-
awaited Defence Investment Plan (DIP).

The plan, due to be published later on
Tuesday, will see increased money for drones and
autonomous systems as the nature of modern
warfare changes. “This record investment puts the
security of the British public first, transforming
our armed forces and giving them the funding
and equipment they need to fight and defend our
nation,” Starmer said.

Starmer has called the defence plan “game-
changing investment”. “I am absolutely certain
that this is the platform on which whoever comes
after me can build,” he said. The plan includes £5.0
billion for drones over the next four years. — AFP

RUSSIA SAYS SHOT
DOWN OVER 400
UKRAINIAN DRONES

A serviceman of the National Guard of Ukraine
walks near destroyed apartment buildings in
Donetsk region. — Reuters

MOSCOW: Russia on Tuesday said it shot down
419 Ukrainian drones over the country overnight,
including in the Moscow region, where authorities
said a six-month-old baby was killed. Kyiv has
stepped up its long-range drone strike campaign
against Russia in recent months, as Moscow’s full-
scale offensive against Ukraine drags on for almost
four-and-a-half years years.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said
his forces struck a satellite communications site in
the Moscow region for the second time in a week.
Air defence systems “intercepted and destroyed 419
Ukrainian fixed-wing unmanned aerial vehicles”
around the country, Moscow’s defence ministry
posted on the state-run Max platform.

The governor of the Moscow region, Andrei
Vorobyov, later said that drones had hit the village
of Yevgoryevsk, south-west of Moscow, hitting
a “private house.” “Unfortunately, a six-month
old baby died on the way to hospital,” he said on
Telegram. Two adults and another child were
hospitalised, he added. — AFP

UN SAYS
TRANSPORT
INFRASTRUCTURE
MUST ADAPT TO
CLIMATE

GENEVA: Transport infrastructure
across Europe, North America and
central Asia must adapt to more
adverse climate conditions, the
United Nations said on Tuesday,
warning that inaction could
prove more costly than upgrades.
Roads, railways, waterways,

ports and airports will face a
greater likelihood of flooding, high
temperatures, reduced snow, ice and
permafrost, and sea level rise from
2050 to 2080, the UNECE regional
agency said.

UNECE covers 56 countries
across Europe, North America,
the Caucasus and central Asia. It
mapped the key inland transport

networks needing specific attention.

“Transport systems are vital for the
smooth functioning of our societies
and economies,” said UNECE chief
Tatiana Molcean. “Disruptions
can have dramatic consequences
on communities and come at

huge financial cost. “Because
extreme weather events are no
longer a future risk but a reality

today, adaptation of transport
infrastructure is an imperative.”

The report said changing
conditions would result in increased
damage and disruption to transport
systems if they were not made more
resilient. “The recent episode of
extreme heat that we’ve seen in
Western Europe has highlighted
climate risks and the impact and
the consequences they can have on
transport infrastructure,” UNECE
spokesman Jean Rodriguez told
reporters. — AFP

WHO alarms over disease
outbreaks in Venezuela

World Health
Organization voiced
concerns on Tuesday
about potential
disease outbreaks in

Venezuela with local health services

overwhelmed following deadly
earthquakes. “The health services
are under extreme pressure now,
with facilities operating beyond
the capacity,” spokesman Christian

Lindmeier told a press conference in
Geneva, noting the surge in trauma

cases. By the latest official count,
some 1,700 are dead and 5,000 are

injured, with no governmental word

on the number of missing. Other
estimates place these in the tens of
thousands.

The WHO also said there
were problems with adequately
registering casualties and tracking
missing persons following the 7.5-
and 7.2-magnitude earthquakes
on Wednesday. “There’s an
increased risk now of outbreaks
of vaccine-preventable diseases”
such as measles and diphtheria,
said Lindmeier, due to low pre-
earthquake vaccination coverage,
as well as yellow fever, and other
vector- and water-borne diseases,
including malaria, dengue,
chikungunya and Zika. He said

Venezuela’s interim president Delcy

Rodriguez had reported that 38
hospitals had been affected by the
twin earthquakes.

There’s an
increased risk
now of outbreaks
of vaccine-
preventable
diseases such

as measles and
diphtheria due
to low pre-
earthquake
vaccination
coverage, as well
as yellow fever,
and other vector-
and water-

borne diseases,
including
malaria, dengue,
chikungunya and

As of

service
marked

include

Saturday, the WHO has

gathered data from 21 health
facilities across Caracas La Guaira,
Miranda and Falcon. Of those,

three are in critical condition; six
have structural damage or are only
partially functional, while the

Zika others remain operational but under
“significant strain”, said Lindmeier.
“Preliminary findings reveal chaotic

delivery and patient flow,
by overcrowding; growing

surgical backlogs especially under
mainly trauma, orthopaedics,

and neurosurgery; breakdown in
biosafety measures; and severely
stressed staff,” he said. “Critical gaps

the collapse of forensic and

morgue services, and inadequate

This view shows a heavily damaged multi-storey building with collapsed upper floors in
the Playa Verde sector of Catia La Mar. — AFP

casualty registration and tracking of
missing persons.”

UNHCR, the UN refugee agency,
warned that community tensions
were rising in quake-hit areas due
to constrained aid access. UNHCR
said it needs an estimated $14.85
million to scale up protection,
and provide core relief items and
temporary shelter support for 30,000
earthquake-affected people over
the next six months. And Doctors
Without Borders (MSF) said it was
planning assistance for thousands of
people left homeless. “As the acute
search-and-rescue phase comes to
an end, both the number of people
killed and the needs of survivors
continue to rise.” — AFP

FAko MAE TAIKES POUND G

GAZA CITY: Gaza health officials said Israeli
strikes killed five people including a child in the
Palestinian territory. A ceasefire is in place in the
Israel-Hamas war, but it has not ended the violence
and progress towards a final deal to end the war
has stalled. “Three people were killed and several
injured when an Israeli drone struck a group of
cvilians,” Al Agsa Hospital said in a statement,
adding that one of the victims was a child aged
eight years old.

Gaza’s civil defence agency, which acts as a
rescue force under Hamas, said the strike hit an
area in Deir el Balah in central Gaza.

Later, Gaza’s civil defence agency reported two
people killed and more than 27 injured in an Israeli
air strike on a tent on Khan Yunis beach in the
south of the territory. Nasser Hospital confirmed
recetving the bodies of the dead. At least 1,045
Palestinians have been killed in Gaza since the
ceasefire took effect on October 10. — AFP

EXPLOSIVE PACKAGE

NATIONWIDE PROTESTS

DEVELOPMENT CRISIS

Police hunt for Monaco bomb suspect

South Africans march over illegal migrants

Police on Tuesday were searching for
the suspect behind a parcel bomb that

wounded a businessman of Ukrainian
origin and two others in Monaco, after
the unprecedented attack rocked the
super-safe principality. Dozens of officers
were deployed in Monaco, while two
helicopters and some 30 gendarmes
scoured neighbouring France for a

man who left a package in a residential
building near the border, according to
the police and gendarmerie. — AFP

Thousands of people marched on Tuesday
in cities across South Africa to demand
the departure of undocumented foreign
nationals. The nationwide protests cap
growing demonstrations called by a loose
coalition of political parties and groups
that set an unofficial June 30 deadline for
foreigners without papers to leave. South
Africans took the streets in the centre of
the financial capital Johannesburg, where
most shops stayed shuttered and transport
hubs were quiet. — AFP

Ebola could cost up to $3.6 bn, says UN

The United Nations said that an Ebola
outbreak could cost Africa up to $3.6

billion and hundreds of thousands of jobs.
“If we have the resources and we step up,
we can contain this outbreak and prevent
further losses,” said Damien Mama,
United Nations Development Programme
resident representative in Congo. “If

we do not, this health emergency risks
becoming a much deeper and prolonged
development crisis across the region and
potentially the continent.” — Reuters
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Childhood was never meant to be scrolled

WAS a time when summer
meant boredom, imagination,
slow afternoons and children
learning what to do with
themselves.

Now, summer has become the season
where the structure of school disappears and
the screen quietly replaces it instead. The
device becomes the babysitter, entertainer,
comforter, reward and emotional regulator.

Oman’s current discussion around
children and social media reflects this. The
Telecommunications Regulatory Authority
is not enforcing a general blanket ban on
screens.

Screens are a part of modern life. What
is being evaluated is more specific: draft
regulations around children’s use of social
media platforms, including whether children
under 16 should have access to them.

Some people will think, “Children need
to learn how to live in the real world.” I
agree, however we need to question whether
social media is the real world, or a highly
engineered version of it. These platforms are
not neutral playgrounds. They are designed
to hold attention, trigger emotional reactions
and keep the nervous system coming back for
more. Adults struggle to regulate themselves
around them, so why do we expect children
to do what grown-ups cannot?

Childhood is not meant to be lived under

constant performance. A child should

not grow up measuring their face, body,
friendships and popularity against an
endless scroll or edited lives. Their identity
is still forming. Their impulse control is
still developing. Their brain is still learning
how to pause, choose, tolerate discomfort,
be bored, and be with themselves. When
we hand over too much too soon, we give a
developing nervous system access to a world
built to overstimulate it.

Summer makes this even more important.
When school is on, there is at least some
rhythm around the day. During the holidays,
time stretches.

In Oman, the heat means families spend
more time indoors, and without intention,
the easiest solution becomes the quickest
one. A few minutes turn into an hour. An
hour turns into the afternoon. The child who
was bored becomes quiet, and quiet can
easily be mistaken for regulated.

This is not about blaming parents or
pretending technology has no value.

Many parents are exhausted, working,
overstimulated themselves and trying to
survive long summer days.

The deeper issue is that we have
outsourced boredom, imagination,
discomfort and connection to devices. We are
asking screens to do work that relationships,
boundaries and presence are meant to do.

This is not about
blaming parents
or pretending
technology has
no value. Many
parents are
exhausted, working,
overstimulated
themselves and
trying to survive
long summer days

The regulation being explored in Oman
could help because it gives families
something many parents are desperate for:
support. It is much harder to hold a boundary
when every other child seems to have full
access. It is easier when society begins to say,
‘Children need protecting here.

Good policy does not replace parenting,
but it can strengthen it. It can create clearer
norms, demand more responsibility from
platforms and remind us that children’s
wellbeing should not be left to algorithms.

Adults also need to hear this. We cannot
ask children to look up from their screens
while we are emotionally absent behind
ours. Children notice when we half-listen,
scroll at the table, answer messages during
conversation, or reach for the phone the
moment there is silence. If we want them to
return to real life, we have to return too.

Perhaps this summer is an invitation.

Not to panic, punish, nor declare war on
technology. An invitation to reclaim the
spaces where childhood is built: eye contact,
boredom, movement, conversation, creativity
and moments where children discover that
life does not need to be instantly entertaining
to be meaningful.

A screen can occupy a child, but it cannot
raise one. A platform can hold their attention,
but it cannot hold their heart. Happy
holidays!

TURKS DESPAIR AS
SCHENGEN VISA
DELAYS MOUNT

MELDA GUNGOROGLU

Outside the EU’s visa application centre in an
Istanbul shopping mall, a large crowd waits
patiently, clutching thick folders and scanning lists
of required documents one last time, their anxiety
palpable as they await the security guard’s call.

With top European Union officials in Ankara
ahead of next week’s Nato summit, the recurring
issue of Europe’s long-promised visa liberalisation
scheme was likely hovering over the talks as

frustration grows in Tiirkiye over Schengen visa
delays and rising rejections.

Guney Hazan, a 19-year-old student, was one of
the lucky ones. “Finally!” he shouted after ripping
open the envelope containing his passport to find
a Schengen visa affixed, opening the door to a
university exchange programme in Germany.

“Even though all my documents were in order, I
was anxiously awaiting the result. You never know
these days,” he said. With demand rising and a
mounting backlog, applicants routinely face a long
and anxiety-inducing wait that can also be very
expensive. “It’s become torture for us. We feel like
third-class citizens,” said a 25-year-old waitress
after dropping off her paperwork, asking to remain
anonymous for fear that her visa application for
France might be turned down.

“They used to give me a five-year visa, but now
I'm only allowed a two-year one. In the meantime,
my application has been denied twice without any
explanation,” she said.

“It’s because of the situation in Tiirkiye,” her

friend said. “Since Europe doesn’t approve of
Tiirkiye’s policies, it doesn’t want its citizens
either,” she said. In recent years, concerns have
spiralled over declining political and civil freedoms
under Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan,
prompting growing numbers of often younger
people to look West for better opportunities,
observers say.

Last year, Turkish nationals submitted 1.25
million visa applications for the Schengen zone,
up from 906,000 in 2019, European Commission

figures show.

Of that number, 1.07 million were approved.

But due to the surge in applications in recent
years, the rejection rate has also risen — from
9.7 per cent in 2019 to 14.6 per cent in 2025,
prompting headlines decrying a visa crisis’.

A diplomatic source at the French embassy
said the economic crisis in Ttirkiye, where annual
inflation hit 32.6 per cent in May, has changed the
profile of visa applicants. — AFP
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The importance of

women’s

voices in Majlis Ash’shura

Tf) DECISION to reserve

11 additional seats

for women in the

Majlis Ash’Shura
marks one of the most significant
political reforms for women in the
country in recent years. By allocating
one guaranteed seat for a woman
in each of the Sultanate of Oman’s
eleven governorates, His Majesty
Sultan Haitham bin Tarik has
addressed a long-standing challenge
in Omani politics: despite women’s
growing role in education, business,
healthcare and government, they
have remained underrepresented in
elected office.

The importance of this decision
extends far beyond numbers. It is
about ensuring that Omani women
are not merely participating in
society but are also helping shape its
future. The reform follows the 2023
Majlis Ash’shura elections, in which
no female candidates were elected
among the council’s 90 members.
The absence of women from the
elected chamber stood in sharp
contrast to their growing presence
across nearly every other sector
of Omani society. Women today
serve as ministers, ambassadors,
entrepreneurs, university professors,
doctors, engineers and senior
executives. Their absence from
elected politics therefore reflected
not a lack of ability, but structural
barriers that made electoral success
particularly difficult.

By guaranteeing representation
from every governorate, Oman is
recognising that women deserve
not only the opportunity to run for
office, but also a meaningful place
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human rights and
immigration

They represent
recognition that
women belong at
the table where
national decisions
are made as well
as confidence in
the abilities of
Omani women
to contribute
to legislation,

decision-making, there is always a
risk that other perspectives receive
less attention. Women often bring
experiences and priorities that
differ from those of their male
counterparts, not because one
perspective is inherently better
than another, but because societies
function best when multiple voices
contribute to policy.

Women are often at the forefront
of issues affecting families,
childcare, education, healthcare
and community wellbeing. They
understand challenges that may
otherwise receive less political
attention. Their experiences allow
them to contribute ideas that
strengthen public policy not only for
women, but for society as a whole.

Around the world, politics
continues to be dominated by men.

While progress has been made
in many countries, women remain
underrepresented in national
parliaments globally. This matters
because political decisions rarely
affect everyone equally. Women,
children, people with disabilities and
other underrepresented groups often
experience public policy differently.
Ensuring that these perspectives
are present during legislative
discussions creates more inclusive
and effective decision-making.

Sayyid Badr bin Hamad al Busaidy,
Foreign Minister, welcomed the
reform, stating, “Women in the
Sultanate of Oman have gained a new
entitlement through the allocation
of 11 permanent and elected seats in
the Majlis Ash’shura, representing
an advanced level of representation
by global standards. This further

progress. In addition, young Omani
girls will now grow up knowing

that women will have a guaranteed
place in one of the country’s most
important elected institutions.
Representation matters because

it shapes expectations. Seeing
women debate legislation, question
ministers and participate in national
policymaking encourages future
generations to imagine themselves in
similar positions.

Importantly, these eleven
additional seats do not replace
existing elected positions. Women
will still be able to compete
for the general seats alongside
male candidates. The reserved
seats therefore expand female
representation without reducing
opportunities elsewhere. Rather than
limiting democratic participation,
the reform broadens it.

The decision also aligns with
Oman’s wider national development
goals. Oman Vision 2040 emphasises
human capital, innovation and
inclusive participation in public
life. These objectives cannot be
fully achieved if half the population
remains underrepresented in
political institutions. Development
is strongest when talent, not gender,
determines who contributes to the
country’s future.

Ultimately, the significance of
these eleven seats lies not simply
in the number itself, but in what
they represent. They represent
recognition that women belong at
the table where national decisions
are made as well as confidence in
the abilities of Omani women to
contribute to legislation, oversight

within national decision-making. oversight and public consolidates the concept of women and public policy. And they
Politics affects every aspect of policy. as essential partners in national represent an investment in a more
people’s lives, from education and development.” This reflects an representative political system, one
healthcare to employment, housing understanding that women’s political where the voices shaping Oman’s
and family policy. When only one participation is not symbolic; it is future better reflect the people who
segment of society dominates essential for the country’s continued call the country home.
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NASA ROBOT MISSION
AIMING TO RESCUE

When you stay up all night for the World Cup

THE do-or-die elimination drama of

the World Cup is now in full swing,

excitement has heightened, captivating

billions of football fans worldwide.

From packed stadiums in the US,
Canada, and Mexico to bustling cafés, homes,
and public viewing areas around the globe, it
is celebration everywhere.

In every World Cup, we find a surprise
team, and in 2026, that story revolves around
Cape Verde, an archipelago and island nation
off the coast of West Africa. Entering the
tournament as underdogs, few expected Cape
Verde to advance from a challenging group
containing renowned football nations.

Their focus, defensive structure, and
remarkable team unity have enabled them to
make history at the 2026 World Cup by defying
all odds and becoming the smallest country
to earn a spot in the knockout stages of the
competition.

However, the world’s largest football event
began with attention focused on the sport’s
greatest stars: Lionel Messi, Cristiano Ronaldo,
Kylian Mbappé, and Erling Haaland. The
legends continue to make history.

For Messi and Ronaldo, what may be
their final World Cup appearance has
become another remarkable chapter in
their extraordinary careers. At 39 and 41,
respectively, both stars have shown that their
passion for competing at the highest level
remains as strong as ever.

Although the legends still endure, the
younger generation demonstrates its
readiness to advance the sport with their firm

presence. Mbappé has further cemented his
World Cup legacy, increasing his total to 16
World Cup goals and approaching the all-time
record.

And, of course, players such as EHaaland,
Ousmane Dembélé, and Vinicius Junior have
also become key figures in driving their teams’
successes.

Now, with the knockout stage bringing
thrilling moments, football enthusiasts should
also be aware of the impact of sacrificing sleep
for their passion — staying awake late into the
night and sometimes until dawn, all while
maintaining their usual daily routines.

For many, it starts with watching a single
match but often extends to multiple matches,
resulting in lost sleep, accumulated fatigue, and
significant difficulty functioning the next day.

Specialists caution that unusual start times
may lead to prolonged sleep deprivation.
“Although the enthusiasm is understandable,
it results in a consistent loss of sleep
throughout the month,” they state.

Temporary sleep deprivation may not pose
a significant threat to young and healthy
individuals, but insufficient sleep lasting more
than a week can be dangerous for everyone.
Ultimately, lack of sleep can lead to various
health problems, including heart issues, high
blood pressure, elevated blood sugar levels,
anxiety, stress, and depression, experts warn.

An analysis shared on LinkedIn highlights
a well-known fact: major sporting events can
significantly disrupt sleep patterns, especially
when matches occur overnight or in the early
hours of the morning.

Why the Gulf

Now, with the
knockout stage
bringing thrilling
moments, football
enthusiasts should
also be aware
of the impact of
sacrificing sleep
for their passion —
staying awake late
into the night and
sometimes until
dawn, all while
maintaining their
usual daily routines

Sleep deprivation, combined with post-
game exhilaration, can lead to difficulty
concentrating, mood swings, impaired
judgement, and dangerous drowsiness the
following day.

“Just a couple of days without sufficient
sleep can make an individual feel lethargic,
fatigued and unable to focus. It may also affect
mood, resulting in irritability and hindering
the ability to carry out everyday tasks at work,
school, or home,” an expert told the Hindustan
Times newspaper.

A video produced by Loughborough
University highlights concerns about driver
fatigue, stating, “Being tired isn’t always
unsafe, but it becomes a serious issue when
combined with safety-critical tasks like
driving. For most people, driving is one of
the most hazardous activities they undertake
daily, making sleep loss especially significant
during events like the World Cup.”

The final takeaway from the LinkedIn
analysis is that “Football matters, but your
health matters too.” By preparing in advance,
carefully selecting which games to watch, and
protecting your sleep whenever possible, you
can enjoy the tournament while minimising
its impact on your health. Ultimately, no one
wants to experience the World Cup feeling
fatigued.

However, one fact remains: when the World
Cup begins, the entire world awakens and
starts to dream. Nevertheless, fans should not
forgo all the excitement; experts recommend
that they stay adequately hydrated and avoid
excessive caffeine and heavy late-night meals.

needs Iran

SPACE TELESCOPE
CHARLOTTE CAUSIT

NASA is set to launch a daring robotic rescue
mission, a long shot bid to prevent one of its ageing
telescopes from vanishing into dust.

If successful, the effort could pave the way for
giving other satellites a second life.

The operation is set to last several months,
kicking off with the launch of a robot designed to
rescue the Swift space telescope that’s currently

falling towards Earth.

Without intervention, Swift is expected to soon
burn up in the atmosphere.

The rescue spacecraft developed by the US
startup Katalyst was slated to lift off Tuesday from
a Pacific Ocean atoll aboard a small rocket named
Pegasus. But NASA postponed the launch, citing
unfavourable weather conditions, and set the next
launch attempt for “no earlier than Wednesday.

The rocket-propelled launch vehicle will not take
off from a launch pad. Instead, it will be released

from ajet.

After it reaches an orbit near that of the
telescope, the robot must locate Swift across the
vastness of space. The aim is then for the robot to
manoeuvre around the telescope and latch on with
three movable arms.

It will then vie to tow Swift into a stable orbit
over the course of at least a month, rescuing it from
destruction by moving it about 300 km higher.

The Neil Gehrels Swift Observatory telescope was
launched in 2004, and was originally designed for
a two-year mission. The device was intended to
study gamma-ray bursts, what Caputo called “the
most energetic things that happen in the universe.”

She likened it to a supercharged version of
a supernova, which is a dramatic, explosive
death of a star. Gamma-ray bursts are extremely
brief, she explained, so the telescope was placed
at an altitude of approximately 600 km in low
Earth orbit, so it could remain in constant
communication with researchers.

But with that pro came a con — at such an
altitude, the device without its own propulsion
would eventually drift closer to Earth and burn up
in the atmosphere.

Despite its age, the Swift telescope remains in
high demand within the scientific community, not
least for its rapid response capabilities.

Should it burn up, it could not be immediately
replaced. The mission attempting unprecedented
manoeuvres has a projected cost of $30 million to
save the device, which originally cost $250 million.

The rescue robot named LINK will have to
overcome numerous challenges and unknowns.

For example, engineers do not have a clear
picture of what the back of the telescope actually
looks like — even though that’s where the robot
must latch on.

With a laugh, Caputo projected the chances of
success at “maybe 50-50.” — AFP

US-ISRAELI war against

Iran has shattered the

Gulf’s old security order.

As governments search for

alternatives, debate has
focused largely on military strategy,
diplomatic realignments, and the
role of outside powers. Missing are
the economic foundations of a lasting
peace.

Recent moves to expand Omani-
Iranian trade and revive the Hejaz
Railway linking Tiirkiye to Saudi
Arabia suggest that economic
integration, once dismissed as
politically impossible, is becoming
conceivable. Whatever order emerges
from the current crisis, its durability
will depend not only on deterrence
but also on economic incentives that
make conflict costly.

In an influential 2015 essay, the
Nobel laureate economist Douglass
North and the Stanford social
scientists Gary Cox and Barry
Weingast described what they
called the “violence trap.” As trade,
investment, infrastructure, and
production become interconnected,
economic complexity raises the
cost of violence. Restraint becomes
economically rational, because states,
firms and citizens have more to lose.

The Gulf remains trapped in the
opposite equilibrium. Violence
persists not because regional
actors are irrational, but because
the incentive structure keeps
the expected returns of conflict
relatively high. In many respects,
the Gulfis a single economic
space with a common stake in
energy infrastructure, shipping
routes, financial markets, and
shared environmental challenges.
But political fragmentation into
competing blocs allows proxy
warfare, infrastructure sabotage,
and asymmetric attacks to impose
enormous regional costs while
imposing only limited costs on those
who initiate them.

A more economically integrated
Gulf would overturn this calculus.
Dense commercial ties actas a
commitment device, making
disruption prohibitively expensive
and embedding stability within
the region’s economic architecture.
Security is generated from within,
through organic economic linkages.

This perspective helps explain
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The Gulf does
not need to trust
Iran, resolve
every ideological
dispute, or abandon
existing alliances.
It simply needs to
create an economic
environment in
which instability
becomes
progressively more
expensive than
coexistence.

the paradox that one of the world’s
wealthiest regions has failed to
achieve durable peace. The rivalry
between Iran and Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) members divides what
is naturally a shared regional system
connected by geography, energy
resources, and complementary
markets. For decades, external
security guarantees, primarily by
the US, managed this rivalry without
removing its underlying incentives.
Security effectively became a traded
commodity, with hydrocarbons

and capital exchanged for military
protection. States overinvested in
deterrence and underinvested in
regional economic integration.

This model’s weaknesses are
becoming increasingly visible. The
Gulf is among the world’s most
heavily militarised regions yet
remains structurally vulnerable.
Drone warfare has transformed
the strategic landscape. Relatively
inexpensive weapons can now
disable infrastructure worth billions
of dollars. Even forward-deployed
American military bases have
become vulnerable targets rather
than bulwarks of stability.

Most Gulf observers agree that the
old security order is dying. But none
of the most commonly proposed
options—buying more advanced
weapons, seeking protection from
new partners in the Global South, or
building stronger national militaries—
is adequate to achieve a stable peace.
More hardware does not solve the
problem of asymmetric vulnerability.

Building capable national
militaries is even less viable. Smaller
GCC states lack the population
needed, while for the larger states—
especially Saudi Arabia—strong
professional armed forces create a
political dilemma. A military strong
enough to defend the state may also
be strong enough to challenge it.

So, if stability cannot be purchased
through arms alone, it must be built
by changing the economic incentives
that sustain conflict. Critics will
argue that economic integration is
unrealistic given decades of mistrust
between Iran and its Gulf neighbours.
But trust does not necessarily precede
cooperation; often, cooperation
gradually creates trust by making
predictable interaction more valuable
than confrontation.

Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed in these pages are solely those of the authors and do not reflect the opinion of the Observer

Postwar Europe transformed
centuries of rivalry by integrating
strategic industries and creating
common markets that made conflict
increasingly irrational. Economic
interdependence altered incentives
long before political disagreements
disappeared.

The Gulf itself has a long history
of commercial integration. For
centuries, Iranian and Arabian ports
were connected by trade, migration,
finance, and family networks that
crossed the Gulf with remarkable
ease. The current equilibrium of
sustained hostility is relatively recent.

There is also a broader structural
argument for integration. The GCC
states are relatively small economies
whose prosperity depends on trade,
capital mobility, and open networks.
Long-term stability for such states
is rarely compatible with rigid
geopolitical alignment.

Just as prudent investors diversify
portfolios to reduce risk, Gulf states
should diversify the foundations of
their security, beginning modestly.
Gulf states and Iran could revive
dormant dialogues on maritime
safety, environmental protection,
disaster response, and infrastructure
resilience, issues where mutual
interests are obvious and political
costs are relatively limited.

Without greater economic
cooperation, the Gulf will continue
spending vast sums on a defence
architecture now vulnerable to
inexpensive asymmetric disruption,
while security itself remains elusive.
Economic cooperation should
therefore be understood not as a
concession to Iran but as a form of
strategic insurance.

The Gulf does not need to trust
Iran, resolve every ideological
dispute, or abandon existing
alliances. It simply needs to create
an economic environment in which
instability becomes progressively
more expensive than coexistence.

This is not a utopian vision. Itis a
pragmatic strategy for reducing risk
in an era when military superiority
alone can no longer guarantee
security.

The Gulf’s next security order
will depend not only on weapons or
alliances, but on the economic ties it
chooses to build.
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EARNED WORLD'S

RESEERECT AFTER VICTORY

coach
Mohamed
Ouahbi said
his side had
earned respect after knocking the
Netherlands out of the World Cup in a
penalty shootout on Monday, adding
that his players were fuelled by
the desire to make the millions
watching back home proud.

Morocco beat the Dutch 3-2 on
penalties after a 1-1 draw to reach
the last 16, where they will face
co-hosts Canada.

Ismael Saibari converted
the winning spot kick
after goalkeeper Yassine
Bounou had saved
Crysencio Summerville’s
attempt.

“Morocco has gained
everybody’s respect now,” Ouahbi told
reporters. “It’s not because of what we’'ve said. We’ve now
shown it.”

The coach, who stepped up from Morocco’s under-20
setup after helping guide the country’s youth teams
to success, said his players were driven by something
greater than football.

“This team, and all the Moroccan youth teams, are
fighting for much, much more than just football or
simply winning a match,” he said.

“They know that behind them there are millions and
millions of people. We played when it was two in the
morning in Morocco and we’re certain that most people
stayed awake. That gives you the energy not to give up, to
keep going and to believe in yourself.”

Ouahbi said Morocco had dominated the match
despite needing penalties to progress.

“We completely dominated a Netherlands team,” he
said.

“We had 70 per cent possession, more shots and more
expected goals. We controlled the match,” he added.

“We wanted to stay calm, play our game and believe
that if it went to penalties we had an exceptional
goalkeeper. We didn’t turn the match into a chaotic
battle. We controlled it.”

Ouahbi said the Netherlands’ defensive approach came
as a surprise but viewed it as recognition of Morocco’s

O NETHERLAQIDS

growing stature.

“Ireally didn’t expect this
kind of low block because
the Netherlands like to have
the ball and are very strong
when they do,” he said. “I
saw this type of play as a
form of respect.”

The 49-year-old felt
Morocco’s run to the
semifinals at the 2022
World Cup in Qatar had
changed the country’s
mentality.

“For the past few
years, Moroccan players
believe in themselves and

the supporters believe in
us as well,” he said.
Ouahbi cautioned that Canada would provide another
stern test in the last 16 but said Morocco would approach
the knockout tie full of belief. — Reuters

Netherlands’
Wout Weghorst
in action with
Morocco’s
Yassine Bounou
and Noussair
Mazraoui.

— Reuters

Morocco forward #09 Soufiane Rahimi celebrates with fans after
winning in the shootout during the 2026 World Cup round of
32 football match between the Netherlands and Morocco at the
Monterrey Stadium. — AFP

Morocco’s head coach Mohamed Ouahbi celebrates with his
midfielder #23 Bilal El Khannouss after winning the penalty
shootout at the Monterrey Stadium. — AFP

Morocco fans celebrate after the match as Morocco qualify for the
Round of 16 stage of the World Cup. — Reuters
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NAGELSMANN
UNDER

FIRE AFTER
GERMANY
EXIT AMID
KLOPP

CALLS

Germany coach Julian
Nagelsmann looks dejected
after the match as Germany
are eliminated from the World
Cup. — Reuters

A football fan reacts as

she watches the 2026
World Cup round of 32
were licking you're eliminated like this, many football match between
their wounds people won't understand it. Germany and Paraguay
on Tuesday I'still think he’s an absolutely during a public viewing
after yet top-class coach,” he said, while event in Berlin. — AFP
another adding that it wasn't up to him
World Cup disaster amid calls for alone to decide. Germany’s previous ]
coach Julian Nagelsmann to go and group-stage eliminations came in
Jiirgen Klopp to take over. A 4-3 2018 under 2014 World Cup-winning m’;
defeat on penalties against Paraguay coach Joachim Low and 2022 under
in the first knock-outmatch was Hansi Flick.
deemed effectively as bad for the Both were kept on after the ] Germany’s '
four-time champions as group stage shock exits. A number of former forward Nick ‘e i
exits in 2018 and 2022. German World Cup winning Woltemade, ' ' -
It was not yet clear whether the pundits ranging from Lothar defender Malick {:’ / I ;sﬁ
team would already fly home later Matthaus and Jurgen Klinsmann Thiaw, midfielder 4 h :
on Tuesday but German Football to Christoph Kramer and Leon Goretzka ok J
Federation (DFB) were expected Mats Hummels called for and forward r"" y ﬁ
to further assess the damage and consequences in every area. Kai Havertz { .
the future of Nagelsmann who has The Bild paper bluntly said r react during the
been on the job since 2023 and has a that “now Klopp must come” penalty shootout
contract until 2028. and wasn'’t alone in the call I ofthe2026
Nagelsmann was bullish after the for the the former Borussia ] World Cup round =
defeat, telling broadcasters ZDF in Dortmund and Liverpool of 32 football
a fractious interview: “I'm available coach to take over. But Klopp, match between
if the DFB wants it, I have a deal who is now head of Red Bull’s Germany and
until 2028. If not, then they have to global football operations Paraguay. — AFP j
tell me. I am not the sort of person and at the World Cup as a
who runs away.” Germany national Magenta TV pundit, would not
team sporting director Rudi Voller comment. “I understand that
said he was”still convinced that he’s my name is brought into play. \
the right man for the job, the right But it is not the right moment to t}
person in the right place. “When talk about it,” Klopp said. — dpa

s /
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"WE CAME FROM NOTHING:
DR CONGO DREAMS OF

-_

Cup in 52 years has been
beset by challenges that
their English opponents
in the last 32 on Wednesday could scarcely
imagine.
Despite having to navigate 13 qualifiers,
a pre-tournament quarantine due to an
Ebola outbreak and the instability caused
by decades of conflict, the war-torn nation
is making its mark on the global stage.
“It’s not easy in our country,” said
Yoane Wissa after his two goals secured
his nation’s first World Cup win against
Uzbekistan and a meeting against England,
where the Newcastle striker has played his
club football for the past five years.
That is by no means the only English
connection in the squad.
Aaron Wan-Bissaka was born in London
and played for England to under-21 level.
Axel Tuanzebe also represented the
Three Lions at youth level and could come
up against his former schoolmate and
teammate Marcus Rashford in Atlanta.
Of the 26-man squad, 20 were born

Canning DR Congo’s
long road to a first World

England’s forward

-
Harry Kane. — AFP <8

outside of Congo — the majority, like Wissa,
in France.

The battle for the mineral-rich East
Congo has sparked a decades-long conflict
between a litany of armed groups and
forced families to flee, seeking security in
Europe.

“There’s a war in East Congo. Everyday,
every time we wear this shirt, we think
about them,” added Wissa.

“Because we want peace and for them, I
just say ‘thank you’. Thank you because we
came from far. We came from nothing to be
here. Now we write our story with a black
pen and we need to be proud.”

The roots of an inspiring story on the
field come from that tragic backdrop.

Sourcing and recruiting dual-national
players has become crucial for smaller
nations to punch above their weight in
international football.

‘NEW GENERATION WANTS TO HELP’
Wan-Bissaka was one of those who initially
needed some convincing.

Signed by Manchester United for £50
million ($66 million) when just 21, DR

Congo DR’s Cedric
Bakambu. — AFP

Congo swooped when the England career
he imagined he would have failed to
materialise.

But as the Leopards’ star has risen,
players are becoming increasingly keen to
join the Congolese cause.

Noah Sadiki represented Belgium at
youth level and would almost certainly
now be a mainstay for the Red Devils had
the Sunderland midfielder not switched
allegiance.

“There is a new generation that wants to
help the people of the country,” Sadiki told
French sports paper L'Equipe.

Competing as Zaire in 1974, the country’s
only previous World Cup ended in
embarrassment with 14 goals conceded in
three defeats.

Over half a century on, Congo’s new
generation have given a nation reason to
dream.

The outbreak of Ebola that has claimed
more than 300 lives had had an impact on
the team’s World Cup preparations.

The United States imposed a 21-day
isolation period on players in Belgium
before they were allowed to enter.

ENGLAND MORLD CUP UPSET

Their most famous fan Michel Nkuka
Mboladinga known for his statue-like
pose honouring the country’s first prime
minister Patrice Lumumba was denied
entry to the US.

But the team led by Sebastien Desabre, a
Frenchman, has defied the odds.

Congo eliminated African powerhouses
Cameroon and Nigeria in qualifying before
sealing their place with victory over
Jamaica in an inter-continental play-off in
March.

Desabre’s men then thwarted Cristiano
Ronaldo’s Portugal as Wissa’s header
secured a 1-1 draw in their opening World
Cup game.

A narrow 1-0 defeat to Colombia meant
they had to beat Uzbekistan to reach the
knockout stages for the first time.

Roared on by thousands from the
Congolese diaspora in the stands, Wissa
was the hero once more in a 3-1 win.

The challenge of England, one of the
favourites for the competition, awaits.

But Congo are unlikely to be overawed
given the hurdles they have scaled to get to
this stage. — AFP
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The MoU aims to transfer expertise in smart
metering and IoT technologies to Oman.

OMAN, FRENCH
FIRM PARTNER

ON SMART METER
MANUFACTURING

BUSINESS REPORTER
MUSCAT, JUNE 30

Oman’s Platform for Smart Manufacturing
(Ectron), a subsidiary of the National Energy
Centre (NEC), has signed a strategic partnership
with France’s Sagemcom to localise the production
of smart metering technologies and strengthen

the Sultanate of Oman’s advanced manufacturing
sector.

The agreement was signed by Salah bin
Abdullah al Zakwani, Chief Executive Officer of
NEC and Ahmed Selmani, President of Sagemcom.
The partnership aims to transfer expertise in smart
metering and Internet of Things (IoT) technologies
to Oman while supporting the development of
domestic manufacturing capabilities and reducing
reliance on imported equipment.

Under the agreement, the two companies
will collaborate on the production of smart
electricity and water meters, combining Ectron’s
manufacturing capabilities with Sagemcom’s
expertise in smart grid technologies, data
management systems and remote monitoring
solutions.

Located in Al Rusayl Industrial City, Ectron is
the first smart meter manufacturing facility of its
kind in Oman. The project was established with an
investment of approximately $10 million and is
expected to generate business worth around $350
million over the next eight years.

The facility is being developed by the National
Energy Centre in partnership with the Social
Protection Fund, Shumookh Investment & Services
SAOC and Modim.

Sagemcom, headquartered in Paris, operates
in more than 50 countries and has over 25 years
of experience in smart electricity, water and gas
metering technologies.

EDF to invest in energy
storage and solar projects

BUSINESS REPORTER
MUSCAT, JUNE 30

the official

visit of a

high-level

delegation

from the
Sultanate of Oman to France, three
strategic agreements were signed
in Paris in the presence of His
Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik
and Emmanuel Macron, President
of the French Republic.

The agreements mark a
significant milestone in the
strengthening of economic
growth and energy cooperation
between Oman and France, while
supporting Oman’s ambitious
energy transition agenda and long-
term sustainable development
objectives.

The 2,000 MW Jabal Abyad
PHES Project, to be developed
in partnership with EDF power
solutions, Oman National
Engineering and Investment Co
(ONEIC), Takhzeen Oman and
Green Universe Enterprise (GUE)
alongside Oman’s Authority for
Public Services Regulation (APSR),
would be the largest pumped
hydro energy storage project in
the Middle East.

Located in the vicinity of the
Wadi Dayqah Dam, the project will
provide long term energy storage
capacity, playing a critical role
in enhancing grid stability and
enabling higher penetration of
renewable energy sources across
Oman.

Beyond its contribution to
the power sector, the project is
expected to generate substantial
in-country value through local
procurement, job creation and
support for Oman’s construction
industry and SMEs.

The 500 MW Al Kamil Solar
PV Independent Power Project
(IPP) will be financed, built
and operated by a consortium
comprising EDF power solutions,
ONEIC and OQ Alternative Energy

Anwar bin Hilal al Jabri, Minister of Commerce, Industry and Investment Promotion in Oman and Beatrice
Buffon, Chief Executive Officer of EDF Power Solutions.

The 2,000 MW
Jabal Abyad
PHES Project,
to be developed
in partnership
with EDF power
solutions,
Oman National
Engineering
and Investment
Co (ONEIC),
Takhzeen
Oman and
Green Universe
Enterprise (GUE)
alongside Oman’s
Authority for
Public Services
Regulation
(APSR), would
be the largest
pumped hydro
energy storage
project in the
Middle East.

(OQAE) alongside Nama Power
and Water Procurement Company.

The project represents another
important step towards increasing
the share of renewable energy
in Oman’s electricity mix and
supporting the country’s growing
demand for reliable, affordable
and clean electricity.

In parallel, the Omani
government, EDF power solutions
and Synergy Investments signed
a Memorandum of Understanding
to cooperate on the development
of a 1,000 MW sustainable
digital infrastructure platform
supporting the positioning of the
Sultanate of Oman as a regional
strategic hub for artificial
intelligence, advanced computing
and cloud services.

Béatrice Buffon, Chief Executive
Officer of EDF power solutions,
said: “Today’s signing reflects
the strength of the strategic
relationship between France and
the Sultanate of Oman, as well as
our shared ambition to accelerate
the energy transition. By
combining large-scale renewable

generation with advanced
energy storage solutions, EDF
power solutions is proud to
bring its industrial expertise

to the development of a more
resilient, sustainable and secure
energy system for Oman. These
projects will support the country’s
long-term energy objectives
while creating lasting economic
and social value for future
generations”.

Commenting on the signing,
Ahmed bin Salim al Abri, Chief
Executive Officer of Nama PWP,
stated: “Al Kamil Solar IPP is a
key addition to Oman’s clean
energy portfolio, advancing Nama
Power and Water Procurement
commitment to delivering
reliable, competitive and low-
carbon power.

The project strengthens private
sector participation, enhances
Sultanate of Oman’s investment
attractiveness and reinforces
the role of renewable energy in
supporting sustainable economic
development and environmental
responsibility”.

SUEZ wins 2£2=900 million water services pact in Oman

BUSINESS REPORTER
MUSCAT, JUNE 30

On the occasion of the visit of His
Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik
to France, the Oman Water and
Wastewater Services Company
(Nama Water Services) announced
it has granted global utility giant
SUEZ and its partners, National
Trading Company LLC and Nation-
al Energy Centre SAOC, a perfor-
mance-based contract to provide
water and wastewater services

to the governorates of Muscat, Al
Shargiyah North and Al Sharqgiyah
South — collectively known as
Cluster 1.

This 15-year contract, for a
total amount of 2 billion euros
(approximately RO 900 million),
will cover the Operation and
Maintenance of water and
wastewater assets and services for
2.3 million inhabitants, equivalent
to 43% of the population of the
Sultanate of Oman.

It also includes a water loss
reduction target to meet the
highest international standards.

Commenting on the pact, Xavier
Girre, CEO — SUEZ, said: “It is an
honour for SUEZ to collaborate

with the Omani authorities to
provide sustainable drinking
water and sanitation services to
more than 2 million people.
This is also a great source of
pride as it is the largest contract .
ever awarded to SUEZ in the
Middle East, illustrating the strong
momentum of our development
in the region. This success reflects
the recognition of SUEZ teams’

Qais al Zakwani, CEO — Nama Water Services (left), with a representative of SUEZ at the
agreement signing in Parts.

expertise in addressing critical
water challenges in a context of
structural water stress. The scope
of the contract, drawn on SUEZ’s
expertise, will cover both:

Water services with the
operation and maintenance of 240
wells and 10,700 km of pipelines
to distribute 470,000 m*/day of
drinking water. It also covers the
refurbishment and upgrading

of 4 desalination plants and the
operation of more than 400 000
smart meters.

. Wastewater services with
the operation and maintenance of
22 wastewater treatment plants,
representing a total treatment
capacity of 280,000 m3/day, around
3,000 km of sewer networks,
and 400 km of treated effluent
networks delivering treated water
for reuse and installation and
operation of new wastewater
house connections.

The performance-based contract
incorporates 33 key performance
indicators (KPIs) designed to
ensure the sustainable operation
of the network and the delivery of
high-quality water services, with
the operator’s remuneration linked
to its performance.

Among the key targets are
reducing water losses from
34% to 11% by 2040, ensuring
a continuous 24-hour supply
of high-quality drinking water
and implementing optimised
preventive maintenance
programmes to enhance service
reliability and extend the lifespan
of critical assets.

Beyond technologies, the

success of the project relies on the
expertise of the Omani teams.

A comprehensive capacity-
building programme, drawing on
international expert knowledge,
has been designed to develop
operational and managerial skills
over the long term.

The performance-based contract
involves strong commitment
to Omanisation (>83%) and In
Country Value, supporting the
government’s strategic goals of
Oman Vision 2040.

In this partnership, Nama Water
Services retains its strategic and
regulatory role of supervision
and governance, while the
Consortium will be responsible
for day-to-day operations, through
the dedicated company National
Sustainable Water Alliance LLC:
National Trading Company LLC,

a multi-sector investor across
Power & Utilities, Manufacturing,
IT, Real Estate and retail, will
provide field knowledge, financial
and investment expertise; and
National Energy Centre (NEC), a
leading Omani utility development
and infrastructure investment
company focused on water, energy
and digital utility solutions.
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The forum brought together senior HR leaders from
the nation’s banking and financial services industry.

NATIONAL
FINANCE HOSTS HR
LEADERSHIP FORUM

MUSCAT: As the financial services and banking
sector continues to evolve and navigate rapid
advancement, the role of human capital has
become increasingly critical to sustainable growth
and organisational success.

Against this backdrop, National Finance, in
partnership with renowned Omani HR Consulting
firm, Wakan, hosted an exclusive HR leadership
forum titled ‘Future Ready HR - Banking &
Financial Services Sector".

The forum brought together senior HR leaders
from the nation’s banking and financial services
industry to explore strategies for building future-
ready workplaces and fostering organisational
excellence through people, leadership and
innovation.

Featuring insightful discussions on emerging
human capital trends, workforce capability
enhancement and creating balanced work
environments, the forum provided a valuable
platform for industry leaders to exchange
perspectives on the evolving workforce needs of the
financial services sector.

Conversations centred on empowering people,
strengthening corporate culture and identifying
opportunities for collaboration that can accelerate
corporate growth and transformation.

The forum commenced with a welcome
address by Marwa al Kharusi, Chief People
Officer at National Finance, who set the stage for
meaningful deliberations throughout the event.
Participants also explored how institutions can
equip their people with the capabilities required
to navigate an increasingly dynamic business
landscape, enhance competitiveness and deliver
long-term sustainable value.

Commenting on the occasion, Tariq bin
Sulaiman al Farsi, Chief Executive Officer at
National Finance, stated, “The future of our
industry is being shaped by rapid technological
advancement, Fintech innovation and an
increasing focus on operational excellence. Yet,
human capital remains the driving force behind
business resilience and sustainable growth,
making the development of skilled and empowered
workforces more important than ever.

At National Finance, we firmly believe in
creating a future-ready workforce by equipping
individuals with the knowledge, skills and
capabilities needed to thrive in a rapidly
evolving business landscape. We also recognise
the importance of building work environments
that enables continuous learning, professional
development and long-term success. Bringing
industry leaders together to exchange ideas,
share experiences and explore emerging trends
is an important step towards strengthening the
collective capabilities of our sector and building
workforces that are prepared for the future”.

OMPAY
ACHIEVES
ISO/TEC
27001:2022
CERTIFICATION

MUSCAT: OMPAY, Omantel’s
digital wallet and fintech platform,
has achieved ISO/IEC 27001:2022
certification, the internationally
recognised standard for Information
Security Management Systems
(ISMS), further reinforcing its
commitment to safeguarding
customer data and maintaining the
highest standards of security across
its digital financial services.

The certification covers OMPAY’s
digital wallet and business
payment solutions, reflecting

a comprehensive approach
to information security, risk

management and operational
governance across the organisation.
As digital payments continue to
grow across Oman, maintaining
strong security frameworks remains
essential to building trust and
supporting sustainable growth.
ISO/IEC 27001:2022 provides
a globally recognised framework
for identifying, managing
and continuously improving
information security practices,
ensuring sensitive data is protected
at every stage.

Upgrade your summer
with the intelligent iCAUR

iCAUR, the sun stays out. Step
into a world where summer isn’t
something to survive, but something
to enjoy with an automotive
experience designed for total
cooling and peace of mind. iCAUR Oman
has introduced its latest seasonal initiative,
focusing on the all-new iCAUR 03T and V27
models.

This campaign is valid from May 13, 2026
to July 31, 2026, pairing the brand’s signature
99.9% UV protection technology with a
substantial package of ownership rewards to
ensure drivers enjoy a heat-resistant cabin
and significant financial ease during the
peak summer months.

The programme delivers high-value
benefits including 1 year comprehensive
insurance and free registration on all
models. To ensure long-term reliability, new
owners will also receive a complimentary
service package for 2 years or 30,000 km
(whichever comes first).

These benefits are structured to provide a
seamless transition into the iCAUR line-up,
allowing customers to experience a brand
that is “Born to Play” with the peace of mind
that comes from full manufacturer warranty
terms, service support and zero initial
maintenance costs (Terms & Conditions
Apply). Engineered for 100% comfort, the

This campaign is valid from May 13, 2026 to July 31, 2026.

iCAUR V27 is equipped with specialised
“Stellar Porthole” panoramic roofs. This
advanced laminated glass structure provides
99.9% UV protection, effectively blocking
harmful rays and significantly reducing
heat build-up within the sanctuary of the
cabin. While the V27 with 449 HP utilises
Range Extended Electric Vehicle (REEV)
technology to deliver over 900 kilometres
of freedom, the 03T offers exhilarating
urban performance with 429 HP and an

all-aluminium multi-cavity cage body for
maximum safety.

Whether navigating busy city commutes
or embarking on long-distance desert
explorations, iCAUR models provide the
perfect blend of rugged soul and high-tech
sophistication.

With class-leading storage compartments
and intelligent driving assistance systems,
these vehicles are built for the modern
Omani lifestyle.

Beat the summer heat with Ford genuine parts

MUSCAT: Ford vehicles are
well known for their appealing
designs, inspiring safety
features, advanced technology
and reliability, making them a
popular choice among a diverse
range of customers.

When it comes to safety
for your family on every
journey, there should be no
shortcuts or compromises.
That’s why every Ford vehicle
is meticulously engineered and
tested to ensure confidence
on the road. To maintain
this high quality throughout
your ownership experience,

Ford Genuine Parts are specifically
engineered to integrate seamlessly
with Ford vehicles.

the experts at Arabian Car
Marketing Company, the
official distributors of Ford
and Lincoln vehicles in Oman,

strongly recommend using Ford
Motorcraft Genuine Parts. These
are the only parts designed,
tested and approved by Ford
Motor Company.

Ford Genuine Parts are
specifically engineered to
integrate seamlessly with Ford
vehicles, making them the
ideal choice for every model.
Unlike non-genuine alternatives
that may offer short-term
savings but compromise on
performance and safety, Ford
Genuine Parts are built to last.
They help reduce wear and tear
while maintaining your vehicle’s

efficiency for years. In addition
to safety and reliability, using
Ford Genuine Parts provides
greater long-term value due to
their superior durability and
optimised performance. It’s a
smart choice that protects both
the driver and the vehicle.

When it comes to your
family’s safety on the road, there
is no substitute for authenticity.
Choose Ford Genuine Parts and
enjoy a stress-free experience.

Ford Genuine Parts are
available throughout Oman
through Arabian Car Marketing
CoLLC.

Sohar International gold sponsor at Bonds, Loans & Sukuk Middle East 2026

MUSCAT: Sohar International
participated as a Gold Sponsor at
Bonds, Loans & Sukuk Middle East
2026, the region’s premier corporate
and investment banking event.

Held at the Madinat Jumeirah
Conference & Events Centre in
Dubai, UAE, it brought together
more than 2,000 senior decision-
makers from over 46 countries,
including sovereign issuers,
institutional investors, financial
institutions, regulators, corporates;
and leading legal and advisory
firms from across the regional and
international debt capital markets
ecosystem.

Through a dedicated exhibition
presence and active participation
in the event’s discussions, the
bank reinforced its role in the
industry’s ongoing dialogue, while
a series of strategic one-to-one

Through a dedicated exhibition presence and active participation in the event’s
discussions, the bank reinforced its role in the industry’s ongoing dialogue.

meetings provided an opportunity
to strengthen relationships across
the global financial community
and deepen engagement with key
stakeholders in the capital markets
ecosystem.

Commenting on Sohar
International’s participation,
Hisham Hassan Moosa, Senior
Executive Vice President and Head
of Project Financing and Global
Banking at Sohar International,
said, “The GCC’s energy transition
presents one of the most significant
investment opportunities of
our time, underpinned by
ambitious national strategies and
growing demand for sustainable
infrastructure.

As the region accelerates its
transition towards a low-carbon
economy, building bankable
renewable energy and infrastructure

projects will be critical to attracting
long-term capital and ensuring
successful execution. This requires
strong collaboration across
governments, financial institutions,
developers and capital markets
participants to create robust
financing structures that support
sustainable growth.

Industry forums such as Bonds,
Loans & Sukuk Middle East
provide an important platform for
exchanging insights, strengthening
strategic partnerships and
advancing the financial ecosystem
needed to support the region’s
energy transition ambitions. Sohar
International remains committed
to contributing to these discussions
and supporting the development of
innovative financing solutions that
enable long-term economic growth
across the GCC”.
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The MoU will see the companies explore
opportunities to integrate advanced digital solutions
into public and commercial transport systems.

MoU signed on
smart transportation
technologies

MUSCAT: Karwa Motors and eMushrif have
signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU)
to collaborate on the development of smart
transportation technologies aimed at improving
fleet management, road safety and operational
efficiency.

The agreement will see the two companies
explore opportunities to integrate advanced
digital solutions into public and commercial
transport systems, supporting the wider digital
transformation of Oman’s transport sector.

Under the MoU, Karwa Motors and eMushrif
will assess cooperation in areas including vehicle
tracking, fleet management, bus monitoring
systems, driver and passenger safety technologies,
operational data analysis and intelligent
monitoring systems.

The partnership will also examine the use of
artificial intelligence (Al), the Internet of Things
(IoT) and data analytics to enhance operational
performance and improve the quality of transport
services.

The two companies said the collaboration
combines Karwa Motors’ expertise in vehicle
manufacturing with eMushrif’s capabilities in
smart mobility technologies to deliver integrated
transport solutions for government and private
sector fleet operators.

Officials said the agreement reflects a shared
commitment to supporting digital transformation
and developing a smarter, safer and more
sustainable transport ecosystem. — ONA

Asyad—CMA CGM pact for
$400m logistics terminal

BUSINESS REPORTER
MUSCAT, JUNE 30

Group,
Oman’s global
integrated
logistics
provider and
CMA CGM Group, a global player
in sea, land, air and logistics
solutions, headquartered
in France, have signed a
Framework Agreement to
develop, manage and operate a
multipurpose logistics terminal
in Suhar.

The agreement was signed
during the official visit of His
Majesty Sultan Haitham bin
Tarik to France.

It reflects the growing
economic cooperation between
the two countries.

This partnership establishes
a long-term strategic
collaboration between the two
organisations, combining their
capabilities and expertise to
enhance Oman’s ports as key
global trade hubs, strengthen
operational efficiency and
deliver superior service to
customers across the region.

The partnership provides the
framework for the development
of a $400 million new
multipurpose logistics terminal
in Suhar, which will enhance
advanced integrated logistics
services and supply chain
solutions and will contribute
to reinforcing new regional and
international trade corridors,
increasing cargo handling
volumes and solidifying Omani
ports’ connections to global
shipping networks and key

Eng Abdulrahman al Hatmi, Group CEO of Asyad Group, with Rodolphe Saadé, Chairman and CEO of CMA CGM Group

international markets.

Eng Abdulrahman al Hatmi,
Group CEO of Asyad Group,
commented: “This partnership
reflects Asyad Group’s vision of
building strategic collaborations
with major global companies
to enhance the commercial
attractiveness of Omani ports
and maximise the economic
value of their assets.

This cooperation will open
new horizons for attracting
trade flows and quality
investments to ports and free
and economic zones; and
strengthening Oman’s position
in global supply chains, in
support of the Sultanate of
Oman’s objectives to establish its

position as a pivotal centre for
trade and logistics services at
the international level”.
Rodolphe Saadé, Chairman and
CEO of CMA CGM Group, said:
“This partnership with Asyad
Group marks an important
step in the development of our
logistics and port activities in
the Gulf.

By developing a new logistics
terminal at Suhar, we will
strengthen regional connectivity
while securing reliable inland
access to key trade corridors.

It will ensure greater
resilience and efficiency for our
customers’ supply chains.

It also reflects our confidence
in Oman’s long-term vision

and our commitment to
strengthening its position as a
strategic gateway connecting the
Gulf to global markets”.

Asyad Group operates an
integrated logistics ecosystem
spanning more than 76 cities

in 24 countries worldwide.

This ecosystem is supported

by a diverse maritime fleet of
over 100 vessels, with services
extending to more than 90
destinations globally.

In addition, Asyad operates

and manages a number of
ports, free and economic zones,
reflecting the accelerated
growth of its business portfolio
and the expansion of its logistics
services globally.

India’s L&T to handle FEED for Merantt steel project in Oman

CONRAD PRABHU
MUSCAT, JUNE 30

The Minerals & Metals business of
Indian engineering and construction
conglomerate Larsen & Toubro (L&T)
has been selected by Meranti Green
Steel to oversee the delivery of the
front-end engineering and design
(FEED) stage of its green iron project
planned at the Special Economic
Zone in Duqm in southeastern
Oman.

Phase 1 focuses on a 2.5
million tonnes per annum (Mtpa)
direct reduced iron (DRI)/hot
briquetted iron (HBI) facility, with
a final investment decision (FID)
anticipated in the third quarter of
this year.

Announcing its selection,

HBI plant of the kind that is proposed to be established at Dugm SEZ.

and services across more than 50

countries.

Its Minerals & Metals (M&M)
business is a leading provider
of EPC solutions for the mining
and metallurgical sectors,
delivering projects across mineral
beneficiation, bulk material
handling, pelletisation, iron and
steel plants, non-ferrous metal
processing, alumina and aluminium
facilities, cement plants and
associated infrastructure.

Significantly, the announcement
is the latest in a series of milestones
designed to prepare the ground for
the seamless implementation of the
landmark project ahead of an FID
expected in the next quarter.

Earlier, the investor selected
Midrex Technologies, a global

Meranti said in a post: “Following

a competitive process with world-
class firms, we are pleased to be
partnering with Larsen & Toubro
(L&T) as our project delivery partner
for the front-end engineering and
design (FEED) stage of our 2.5 Mtpa
DRI/HBI plant in Al Dugm, Oman.

MANUFACTURING SECTOR

FEED is where the plant takes
shape in detail — process, layout,
cost and schedule are engineered
and de-risked before we build.
L&T’s Minerals & Metals team
brings the large-scale engineering
capability and ‘tons’ of experience
to do that with us”, the Singapore-

headquartered developer stated.
L&T is one of India’s largest
engineering, procurement and
construction (EPC) companies, with
operations spanning infrastructure,
energy, hydrocarbons, heavy
engineering, information
technology, defence, manufacturing

PRECIOUS METALS

leader in direct reduced iron (DRI)
technology, to supply the hydrogen-
ready direct reduction process for
its green iron plant, enabling the
progressive substitution of natural
gas with green hydrogen as fuel.
Paul Wurth, the Luxembourg-
based metallurgical engineering

CURRENCY MARKETS

specialist and part of Germany’s
SMS group, has been entrusted
with engineering and integrating
the ironmaking complex based on
Midrex technology.

KfW IPEX-Bank is advising
Meranti as lead arranger, while
Jebsen & Jessen Industrial Solutions
(JJIS) has been appointed as a key
partner for the project’s export
credit agency (ECA)-backed debt
financing.

Earlier this year, Meranti revealed
offtake commitments covering
much of the plant’s output. Under
the agreements, 1.0 Mtpa of HBI
will be supplied to German-based
global industrial materials trader
Thyssenkrupp Materials Trading,
while 0.25 Mtpa has been committed
to INTERFER Edelstahl and
INTERFER Austria.

The remaining volumes will be
allocated to Swiss-based commodity
trading and mining major Glencore,
as well as to Meranti’s upcoming
steel plant in Rayong, Thailand,
supporting the ramp-up of green
hot-rolled coil production.

China factory activity expands

China’s manufacturing activity
expanded in June as stronger exports
of computer equipment and recovering
demand for artificial intelligence
supported factory output.

The PMI rose to 50.3 from 50.0 in
May, exceeding market expectations.
New orders also returned to growth,

Gold heads for steep decline

concerns.

Yen hits 40-year low

Gold prices fell more than 1 per cent
and were on course for their biggest
monthly decline since October 2008
as expectations of higher US interest
rates outweighed easing geopolitical

Spot gold dropped 1.5 per cent to
$3,956.92 an ounce. Silver, platinum

while the production index edged higher,
signalling improving momentum in the
manufacturing sector. — Reuters

and palladium also declined, while gold
remained on track for its first quarterly
loss since 2024. — Reuters

The Japanese yen weakened to its lowest
level since 1986, raising expectations

of possible intervention by Japanese
authorities, while the US dollar eased
from a 13-month high ahead of key
employment data.

The yen traded at 162.41 per dollar
despite previous market interventions.
Investors continue to favour the dollar
amidst expectations of prolonged US
monetary tightening. — Reuters
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AL JAMALANI

The writer is an
Insurance & Risk
Management Expert

BT-VERIZON DEAL
PUTS GLOBAL TELCO

Arab Insurance: Vision for growth and value creation

of the most significant challenges
facing the insurance industry in
the Arab world is its continued
reliance on external models and
schools of thought in regulation,
management and performance evaluation.
This is despite the fact that the size of
Arab insurance markets, the evolution of
legislative and regulatory frameworks; and
the existence of well-established supervisory
authorities provide a solid foundation for
developing an independent Arab insurance
model that reflects the region’s unique
economic, legal and regulatory environment.
Another major challenge is the heavy
dependence on international credit rating
agencies. This underscores the need for
developing robust regional evaluation
and analytical frameworks that are better
aligned with the realities of Arab insurance
markets, thereby strengthening regulatory
independence and enhancing the quality of
supervisory decision-making.
In this context, it has become essential
to conduct a comprehensive strategic
assessment of the insurance sector every five
years using the SWOT Analysis methodology,
with the active participation of both the
public and private sectors.
Such assessments would identify strengths,
weaknesses, opportunities and threats,
while providing a strategic roadmap for
sustainable growth, resilience and enhanced
competitiveness.
Furthermore, evaluating executive

leadership, human capital, recruitment
strategies and Career & Succession Planning
has become a fundamental requirement
across the financial services, banking and
insurance sectors.

These elements form an integral part
of corporate governance and enterprise
risk management, ensuring business
continuity, sustainable performance and the
development of future leadership capable
of responding to an increasingly dynamic
business environment.

Equally important is a comprehensive
understanding of the three core financial
statements: the Balance Sheet, the Profit
& Loss Account (Income Statement) and
the Cash Flow Statement. Each provides a
distinct perspective on an organisation’s
financial health.

The Balance Sheet reflects the company’s
financial position at a specific point in time,
the Profit & Loss Account measures operating
performance over a defined period, while
the Cash Flow Statement demonstrates the
organisation’s ability to generate liquidity
and meet its operational and investment
obligations. A meaningful financial
assessment can only be achieved through an
integrated analysis of all three statements.

Within the framework of strengthening
corporate governance and enhancing capital
market efficiency, improving the trading
performance of insurance companies’ shares
should be regarded as a shared responsibility
of both Boards of Directors and executive

GHOSTS TO BED
LIAM PROUD

Telecom companies once used international joint
ventures to take on the world. Now, JVs are a
handy way to retreat from it. London-based BT on
Monday announced a partnership with US giant
Verizon Communications, under which the two
broadband-to-mobile carriers will create a new 50-
50 company focused on multinational corporate
clients, with $4 billion in annual revenue.

It’s a wise move, but one that also shows how
low the sector’s animal spirits have fallen in the
last few decades.

BT’s international unit dates back to a more
gung-ho era in the telecom sector’s history. One
of the many hot areas, at the time, was serving
global corporate clients. Imagine a bank or retailer
with offices, call centres and stores in different
countries and which might like a one-stop shop for
mobile and broadband access rather than stitching
together its own patchwork solution.

In the 1990s — when the internet and cell
phones were still relatively new — telco CEOs
thought this would be a massive business, which
they hoped to tap through JVs with international
peers.

It all fell apart when the dotcom boom ended.
BT, for example, in 2001 said it would take a $2
billion hit to scrap Concert, a JV with ATET formed
in the late 1990s. Reports at the time suggested
that there was too much overlap between the
venture and the parent companies, which had
domestic wholesale businesses of their own.

Ironically, Concert was originally a partnership
with a different American telco called MCI, which
ended up being part of Verizon many years later.

Fast forward to today, and BT International is
hardly thriving. Analysts reckon the top line will be
some $2.4 billion this year and shrink thereafter,
with negligible EBITDA and an operating loss.

The revenue number suggests BT’s unit will
contribute 60% of the new JV's total, which may
explain why the British company is getting a $625
million “equalisation payment” from Verizon.

These transfers are typically necessary to
compensate the larger party in a 50-50 venture.

That cash bonus and the chance to
deconsolidate a shrinking loss-making asset,
make the new JV a worthwhile deal from BT’s
perspective. CEO Allison Kirkby is delivering on her
pledge to focus on the UK.

New Street Research analysts reckon the deal
values the international assets at nearly 12 times
EBITDA, far higher than the mid-single-digit
valuation multiples at which American and
European telcos tend to trade.

Still, pivoting more deliberately to a slow-
growth domestic market is hardly an exciting
move. So-called altnets, which are challenger
broadband builders, have been snapping at BT’s
toes. Elon Musk’s SpaceX is making a play for more
retail satellite-internet customers. — Reuters

It has become
essential to conduct
a comprehensive
strategic assessment
of the insurance
sector every five
years using the
SWOT Analysis
methodology,
with the active
participation of
both the public and
private sectors.

management.

Executive compensation and incentive
schemes should therefore be linked to a
balanced set of performance indicators rather
than focusing solely on revenue growth
or accounting profits. These indicators
should include share price performance, net
profitability, cash flow generation, return on
shareholders’ equity, capital management
efficiency, risk management effectiveness
and compliance with sound corporate
governance principles.

Adopting this comprehensive and
integrated approach to corporate governance,
enterprise risk management, performance
evaluation and aligning executive
performance with long-term market value
and financial sustainability will significantly
strengthen the competitiveness of the Arab
insurance industry.

It will enhance operational efficiency,
increase investor confidence, improve
market attractiveness and transform the
sector into a more mature, resilient and
sustainable financial industry that supports
economic growth while safeguarding the
interests of policyholders and shareholders
alike.

Sustainable insurance markets are built
not merely on premium growth, but on sound
governance, prudent risk management,
strong human capital, transparent financial
reporting and the creation of long-term value
for policyholders, shareholders and society.

Is EU single market for

energy such a good idea?

happens
with the
US-Iran
peace N
process N\
and global energy prices, the
strategic implications of this year’s
supply disruptions are already clear.
The crisis is further confirmation
of the need to phase out fossil fuels, AN
both to mitigate climate change and N
to strengthen energy security. BRIGITTE
But for Europe, which remains GRANVILLE
heavily dependent on imported
energy, some less obvious The writer is
implications may ultimately prove a Professor of
more consequential. To address International
the precipitous decline in its share Economics and
of global GDP this century, Europe Economic Policy
must lower its energy costs. at Queen Mary
European de-industrialisation University of
stems not just from the decline of London.
energy-intensive output such as
chemicals, fertilisers and steel, but
also from the fact that European
industries pay twice as much for
electricity as their US and Chinese
competitors.
Aslong as that remains true,
the continent will fall behind in
the industries of the future, not
least AI, which depends on power-
guzzling computing power. We have
all heard the optimistic pitch for a European de-
transition from imported fossil fuels industrialisation
to domestically produced, price- stems not just from
competitive renewable energy. the decline of energy-
But like the energy crisis intensive output
triggered by Russia’s 2022 war in such as chemicals,
Ukraine, the latest shock has helped fertilisers, and steel,
to expose the wishful thinking but also from the
behind this vision. fact that European
Solar and wind power may be industries pay
generated domestically, but the twice as much for
industry is far from indigenous. electricity as their
Renewables depend on far-flung US and Chinese
supply chains dominated by China. competitors. As long
Though the cost of the equipment as that remains
is constantly falling, the drop is but true, the continent
a fraction of the full cost of keeping will fall behind in
the lights on amidst the transition to the industries of
renewables. the future, not least
For example, Europe still needs Al which depends
massive investment in transmission on power-guzzling
networks, owing to the growing computing power.
share of electricity in total energy

consumption and the distance
that many renewables facilities
are from existing grids. The

burden of recovering these costs
will ultimately fall on electricity
consumers.

Moreover, electricity prices have
been inflated by the intermittency
of renewable power — ate frontier-
free wholesale power markets.

This combination calls attention
to the divide between national and
“federal” (EU-wide) energy agendas
— an issue that is poised to come
to a head in next year’s French
presidential election.

The EU’s internal electricity
market uses a marginal pricing
model, whereby the most expensive
megawatt hour needed to meet all
demand sets the price for the entire
market. Since the marginal supply
source (to plug gaps when the sun
does not shine or the wind does
not blow) is electricity generated
by gas turbines, the price recently
spiked when the closure of the Strait
of Hormuz disrupted Qatari gas
exports.

Texthook microeconomics shows
why this model is efficient for
Europe as a whole. The same logic
underpins former European Central
Bank President Mario Draghi’s
recommendation to remove as
many internal barriers as possible
across European product and
services markets.

But a better outcome for Europe
overall could still be a bad deal
for countries producing abundant
low-carbon electricity at minimal
marginal cost. Chief among these
are solar-power-rich Spain and
Portugal and nuclear-powered
France.

The construction of France’s
nuclear power stations and the
associated transmission grid long
predate the dominant role of
climate change in energy-policy
discussions.

Now, France’s longstanding
emphasis on national security and
self-reliance has positioned it well
for the energy transition.

It generates clean and secure
power at low marginal cost, with the
bulk of fixed costs already absorbed.
But the benefits for French
competitiveness are diluted by the
effects of EU-wide marginal pricing

and this has not gone unnoticed.

The far-right National Rally has
already seized on the issue as it
continues to build support ahead of
the 2027 presidential election.

Fragmented electricity markets
may well be sub-optimal for the
European economy overall, just as
there are serious shortcomings to
having a monetary union without a
fiscal union.

But economically rational
integration — whether in energy
markets or state budgets — risks
provoking political backlashes that
could blow up the European project.

Moreover, even if Europe as
a whole ends up making some
economic sacrifice in the name of
political prudence, the trade-off
could have silver linings.

Each European region and
country will face its own set of
challenges in replacing fossil fuels
with electricity that is both low-
carbon and competitively priced
relative to global peers. The most
plausible path to optimal solutions
therefore may require trial and
error; and such experimentation
is obviously best pursued at the
national, rather than the European,
level.

With this bottom-up approach,
the aggregate cost of errors for
Europe overall may be lower.

And since there would be implicit
competition between each country,
all would be motivated to discover
optimal strategies tailored to their
own needs.

The United Kingdom has already
shown what can go wrong when
you put all your eggs in one basket.
Energy economist Dieter Helm
notes that the country isnow in a
“lamentable” position, owing to an
ill-considered renewables push that
raised industrial electricity prices
to twice the level in Europe (whose
own energy prices are far from
competitive).

At the same time, Spain and
Portugal show what national-level
pilot schemes can achieve: During
its sun-soaked daytime hours, the
Iberian Peninsula generates more
power than it needs.

© Project Syndicate 2026
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SIT. WANTED

SALES professional OPERATIONS
with 5 yrs Support /
Experience in Tendering
Medical sector. / Contract
Graduate, Management /
Available in Procurement
Muscat. profess1ona¥ with

18+ years’ Oil &
AR 1 7¢ Gas experience.
gmail.com NOC & driving
Contact: 76323324 license available.

96227272,
LOGISTICS jijilmathew@
Documentation gmail.com
Executive. Indian
male, 25 years, INDIAN electrical
BBA, PG Diploma engineer more
in Logistics & SCM than 20 years
and have 2 years fexperience

in “MEP”

of experience in
this field. Seeking
a position in
Logistics field
+968 7506 9882
Mail:
shafazhussain18@

gmail.com

construction field
in Oman seeks
suitable job.
Contact: 92919281

SENIOR
Accountant:
Indian male 20
years experience
in Oman, shipping
& logistics, Trading
& contracting upto
finalisation, cont:
95915852

ACCOUNTS/
Finance: Indian
male (MBA Fin)
having more
than 19 years of
experience in
Oman accounts

& finance looking
for suitable
placement, NOC
available and can
join immediately.
Contact: 92076716

ACCOUNTS/
SALES Indian
male (b com)
having 2+ years of
experience

in India accounts

LOOKING for
Pipeline Engineer
with 8 Years
Experience offer
salary: 200 OMR
Phone:

sales looking for 496896965333
31111tab1e Email -
acement, .
P .. . sultanalhabsi701@
join immediately. )
Contact: 76324360 = | 8mail.com
15+ experience LOOKING for
in building warehouse
material, project manager role.
sales & Trade Indian male,
market, deal 14 years GCC
with corporate experience with
. driving licence.
project customers, . o
. Available to join
looking for a ) .
table iob immediately.
Sutabie Job. Please contact:
Contact 78384283 92991621
INDIAN male MBA Looking for part
Graduate with time OR full
15yrs experience time Accounts/
Finance job.

in Oman seek
suitable senior
position in finance
office admin.,
sales DTC. Contact:
94158080

20yrs experience
in Muscat. Upto
finalization &
Audit.

Please contact:
92065499

2% PEST CONTROL
OMAN CO. LL.C.

Supply of Pesticides, Gel (Cockroaches),
Public Health Chemicals, Agriculture
Chemicals, Snake Repellent, Rodent Baits
and other insect repellent from

UK & USA

PROFESSIONALS in
Pest Control Service,
Bedbug Treatment,
Rodent Treatment,
Snake Treatment
and Termite
Treatment [Pre

& Post Construction]

Tel: 24787606, 24787503
Direct Line: 24786077
GSM: 99382355, 99172309

pcomctom@omantel.net.om
P.0. Box 565, Al Wadi Al Kabir 117, Sultanate of Oman

ALLISEASON; DAYCLINIC]

The most efficient and authentic Ayurvedic Treatment & Medicine, Panchakarma, (

Yoga, Kalari, Massage Dhara etc... Rehabilitation, Marma Therapy & Post Delivery Care
Zaher Building, 1st Floor, Flat 8A, Al Khuwair Service Road, Near Al Zawawi Mosque & Burger-King
Tel: 24475280, GSM: 95371664, 92504980, Website: www.siddhayur.com

FOR RENT

JOB VACANCY

WE ARE LOOKING FOR THIS CATAGORY

YEAR OF
poSHRope EXPERIENCES
Purchase Manager
o 10+yearsof total experience
o QOil & Gas sector experience is 10 +
mandatory
(Candidate preference in Oman)

Contact No: +968 74135535

Email: subinraji221@gmail.com

SIT. WANTED

LOOKING for
SUPPLY CHAIN /
SALES jobs

Indian male 24
years. Commerce
graduate,
Experience

in logistics,
procurement and
sales in reputed
company in Oman.
Valid Oman D/L.
Contact
+96891121694,
issacantony2002@

gmail.com

INDIAN male, 10
year experience
in Oman as
Coordinator have
Driving licence.

Contact: 95645241

SIT. WANTED

LOOKINg for part
time or full time

Accounts/Finance

job. 20yrs experience

in Muscat. Upto
finalization & Audit.
Please contact:
92065499

10000 sqm plus
area of open yard
fully blacktop with
compound wall,
wide gate & CCTV
for immediate rent
in Jifnain. Contact:

99853040

JOB VACANCY

JOB VACANCY : Operations Manager -

Lifting Inspection Company

Required Qualifications :

« ASNT Level II (minimum
requirement).

+ LLEA or ASNT Foundation certification.

« Diploma In Lifting Accessories.

« Diplomas in the following equipment :
- Mobile Crane

- Overhead Crane

- MEWP (Mobile Elevating Work Platforms)
- Forklift

- Gantry Crane

Additional Advantage: ASNT Level 111
certification

Send all your CVs and certified Certificates
on below email: Pipe2566@yahoo.com

PROJECT
management
professional

with 20+ years’
experience

in tendering,
business
development,
business
systemisation, ISO
QMS, planning
and procurement.
Possesses
managerial

and team lead
skills. Seeking

an opportunity.
Contact: 91799438

4 Ready made
office space for
rent in Bank Melli
Iran building
MBD area Ruwi,
opposite Centre
point.

Contact: 99011352.

SIT. WANTED

Experienced
Accounts &
Finance Candidate
Seeking Suitable
Opportunity.
Expertise in
Accounts,
Invoicing,
Reconciliation

& Reporting.
Contact: 75177637

INDIAN male civil
engineer with
more than 30
years experience
in different
ministers,

seek immediate
suitable position.
Contact: 94158080

SALES Executive
required

For working in oil
and gas / building
materials industry
Vehicle Driving
license preferred
Email: kirit@
bustaninternational.
com Mobile:
95544641
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FASHION

A model presents
a creation for
Ziggy Chen for the
Menswear Spring/
Summer 2027
collection fashion
show as part of
the Paris Fashion
Week. — AFP
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FEATURTES

FESTIVAL

A participant is
briefly lifted into
the air as a giant
dragon train kite
catches the wind
during a kite
festival in Bantul,
Indonesia. — AFP

ON SECOND

A NUMBER PLATE
THAT TELLS A
BIGGER STORY

Yeru Ebuen
The writer 1s a luxury
media strategist and
a creative director

There is something surprisingly powerful about
good branding.

It can turn an ordinary coffee cup into a
souvenir, transform a landmark into a global
attraction, or encourage thousands of people to
share the same image online.

Increasingly, destinations have realised that
branding is no longer confined to advertising
campaigns. Sometimes, it is woven into everyday
objects people barely notice.

Oman’s new commemorative vehicle number
plates for Khareef Dhofar 2026 are a perfect
example.

Introduced by the Royal Oman Police, the
optional plates feature the Khareef identity while
retaining each vehicle’s existing registration
number. Valid from June until the end of
December, they celebrate one of the Sultanate of
Oman’s biggest tourism seasons while allowing
motorists to become part of the campaign itself.

Across the GCC, destination branding has
steadily evolved beyond billboards and television
commercials. The UAE has long embraced
commemorative number plates for national
milestones, international exhibitions, sporting
events and cultural celebrations.

These limited-edition designs have become
moving advertisements, reinforcing a destination’s
identity every time a vehicle takes to the road.
Saudi Arabia and Qatar have adopted similar
approaches as they strengthen their tourism
brands and promote major events.

Every vehicle displaying the Khareef plate
becomes a small ambassador for Dhofar.

Every photograph shared on social media
featuring the distinctive design quietly extends the
campaign’s reach. In an age where travel decisions
are increasingly influenced by images online, these
subtle branding touches often prove remarkably
effective.

Naturally, the initiative has also sparked
conversation.

One concern raised by some commentators
centres on sustainability. Since the
commemorative plates are only authorised for
a limited period, some have questioned whether
producing temporary designs creates unnecessary
waste. It is a reasonable discussion, particularly as
environmental responsibility becomes a growing
priority across the region.

Commemorative plates are often produced in
controlled quantities, with owners encouraged to
retain them as collector’s items rather than discard
them. Many programmes also use recyclable
aluminium, allowing the materials to be recovered
at the end of their life. Destination branding and
sustainability do not have to compete; they simply
need thoughtful planning.

Ultimately, these plates represent far more
than a fresh design. They reflect a growing
understanding that tourism is shaped by countless
details working together to build a memorable
identity.

Aswith any new initiative, there is always room
to grow. Future editions could explore recycled
materials, artist collaborations or annual collector
designs.

But every successful tradition begins with a first
step and this is undoubtedly one worth celebrating.

MOVIE

US actress Allison
Janney attends
the premiere

of “Minions &
Monsters” at the
Dolby Theatre

in Hollywood,
California. — AFP
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INSTAGRAM TOP PICKS

“Territorial Fight”

“The tree might be barren and the sky may be dark, but human
kindness in a fire that never loses its spark™

SHARE A SLICE OF YOUR LIFE

We select photos daily for our Instagram Top Picks of the Day. The rules
are simple. Follow us on Instagram. Upload your photos. Tag us and use
#OmanObserver and #BeAnObserver.

COMEDIAN JOHN OLIVER
JOINS “GENERAL HOSPITAL”

Comedian John Oliver is
heading to Port Charles, the
fictitious town that is the setting
for long-running ABC television
soap opera “General Hospital”.

Oliver, the Emmy-winning
host of HBO’s “Last Week
Tonight”, said on his show in
March that he longed to make a
cameo on a daytime soap opera.
He said he was jealous of ESPN
commentator Stephen A.

Smith, who has appeared on
“General Hospital” as Brick, the
right-hand man to a mob boss,

for 10 years.

Producers of ABC’s “General
Hospital” granted Oliver’s wish.
The comedian is scheduled
to appear on the show as an
undisclosed character for three
episodes starting on Thursday,
the network said.

“It’s a true honour to be a
small stain on the history of this
tllustrious show”, Oliver said in
a statement released on Sunday.

“General Hospital” began
airing on ABC 63 years
ago. The show has featured
unconventional stars in the past,
including rock musician Rick
Springfield and Oscar winner
Elizabeth Taylor. It still runs on
ABC and streams on Hulu.

In his appeal back in March,
Oliver said he wanted to play
a character who would “do
something juicy like murder,

John Oliver poses with the
Outstanding Scripted Variety
Series award at the 76th
Primetime Emmy Awards.

— Reuters

or slapping, or being slapped,
or being someone’s long lost
something”.

“And ideally, I'd like a
dramatic close-up of my face’,
he added. “In return, trust
me, I will give my all to this
performance”. — Reuters

TEAM DISCOVERS

IN WADI TANUE

DR KHALED ABDUL MALAK

our recent

adventure

to Wadi

Qasheh, one

of the main
branches of Wadi Tanuf, about
two weeks ago, Rami, Hamood
and I decided it was time to
explore another tributary of
this epic landscape.

On May 13, we were set and
ready to head out from my
place in Al Mawaleh South at
6:30 am, bound for Tanuf.

Like clockwork, we made our
customary stop at our favourite
coffee shop in Hay Al Turath,
about 30 minutes from Al
Faraa, the last spot accessible
by car.

Over steaming cups of
karak tea and our usual
double-cheese, double-egg
sandwiches, we fueled up for
the day ahead. By 9 am, we
were at Al Faraa, our starting
point.

The weather that day was
scorching, with temperatures
soaring to 41°C. We packed
all the gear we'd need for the
exploration into our bags —
an effort that felt particularly
burdensome under the
oppressive heat.

Setting out, we followed
the trail connecting Al Faraa
to the abandoned village of
Al Rahbah, trudging along at
a slow and steady pace. With
no shade to shield us from
the relentless sun, we made a
couple of pit stops to rehydrate.

About 45 minutes into
our arduous trek, we finally
reached the entrance to the
wadi tributary I had previously
identified using Google Earth.
The wadi bed was a sight to
behold, carved beautifully over
millennia by flowing water into
sleek, grey stone platforms.
Not long after descending into
the wadi, we encountered our
first obstacle: a 10-metre drop.
A sturdy tree served as our
natural anchor for the descent.

Continuing on, we
faced a second drop of 20
metres where, once again, a
conveniently placed tree came
to our rescue for attaching the
rope. After that, we progressed
smoothly through the canyon
until we ran into an area with

A group of
adventurers
exploring
Wadi Tanuf’s
tributaries
faced steep
descents and
rugged terrain
during a
challenging
canyon
expedition. A
navigational
error led them
to what they
later dubbed
the ‘Wrong
Canyon,’
before they
successfully
completed a
second, more
scenic descent
later in the day

no natural anchor for an
upcoming 25-metre descent.

It was here that we brought
out the drill and installed a
permanent metallic anchor for
abseiling. Further along, we
navigated two more descents
using natural rock threads to
secure our ropes.

The biggest surprise of the
day came at the final abseil
when I realised — much to my
dismay — that we had ended
up in a completely different
tributary!

Instead of landing where
I had planned, we found
ourselves at the Falaj of Al
Faraa. My two companions
wasted no time ribbing me
about my navigational misstep
and promptly dubbed it ‘The
Wrong Canyon’.

By 11:30 am, we were back
in Wadi Qasheh and had no
intention of calling it quits
just yet. Determined to find
and explore the ‘right canyon’
this time, we retraced our
steps back to another starting
point. I was confident — very
confident, I might add — that
this was the correct wadi.

Fortunately, I wasn't wrong
this time!

The descent was smooth
and stunningly scenic, with

cascading drops between 7
and 60 metres — the final one
being the longest. In total, we
tackled four drops during this
second excursion.

At one tricky section, we
even had to traverse sideways
to avoid plunging into water
below. After a rewarding climb
through increasingly beautiful
terrain, we completed our
second wadi adventure of the
day around 3 pm.

We ended our journey with
a well-deserved treat. Just
like last time, we stopped at
the ‘Mandoos’ boulder for
refreshments — and boy, did
Hamood surprise us! He'd
packed fresh melon and
Greek yoghurt in an ice-filled
cooler as a reward for all our
hard work. It was pure bliss
after such an exhausting but
exhilarating day.

On the drive back to Muscat,
my friends couldn’t resist
poking fun at my earlier
mishap with ‘The Wrong
Canyon’. Their playful banter
kept us laughing all the way
home. By 7 pm, we finally
arrived in Muscat — tired
yet thoroughly satisfied
after another unforgettable
adventure in Oman’s
breathtaking wadis.
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Fatma al Zahra
believes society
needs greater
awareness and
genuine support,
not sympathy.
Meaningful
opportunities
allow people

with disabilities
to demonstrate
their talents,
contribute with
confidence and
challenge limiting
assumptions,
creating space for
their potential to be
truly seen.

ENTREPRENEUR WITH

JOWN oINURONE

INSPIRING CHANGE

IDRIS AL BALUSHI

dreams begin with a
business plan. Others
begin in the most
unexpected places.

For young Omani
entrepreneur Fatma al Zahra al
Lawati, who has Down syndrome,
the foundation of her growing home
business was laid in an evening
Quran memorisation school, where
she first learned the art of making
skincare creams. What started as a
simple lesson soon blossomed into
a passion and, with the unwavering
support of her mother, she began
crafting products at home, one
batch at a time.

Today, that passion has become
Lotion Al Ameerat, a homegrown
brand offering handmade body
creams, natural soaps, scented
candles and body scrubs. More
products are already on the horizon
as Fatma al Zahra continues to
expand her creative vision, driven

by a desire to provide quality
products that reflect care and
craftsmanship.

Yet the greatest challenge she
faced had little to do with perfecting
recipes or building a business.
Instead, it was convincing people
that someone like Fatma al Zahra
could succeed as an entrepreneur.

“In the beginning, many people
did not believe we were capable
of doing anything,” she says. “But
once they tried my products, they
realised that we are capable.”

Her words reflect a wider issue
that many people with disabilities
continue to encounter, where
ability is often judged before
opportunity is given. Fatma al Zahra
believes society still needs greater
awareness and genuine support
— not sympathy, but meaningful
opportunities that allow people
to demonstrate their talents and
contribute with confidence.

“We are an inseparable part of
society,” she says. “We need your

Fatma al Zahra,
a young Omani
entrepreneur
with Down
syndrome, turns
her passion

for skincare
into Lotion

Al Ameerat,

a growing
home business
challenging
perceptions and

inspiring change.

support, for you to stand with us
and give us a chance.”

That chance came through
participating in exhibitions and
local markets. While taking part
initially required overcoming
her own fears, those events
transformed both her confidence
and her business. Visitors began
appreciating the quality of her
products, returning not because
of her story alone, but because the
products themselves earned their
trust.

Behind every milestone stands
a family that believed in her from
the very beginning. Fatma al Zahra
credits her parents and her brother
as her greatest source of strength.

“Without them, I would never
have reached where I am today,” she
says.

Their encouragement helped
nurture more than a business;
it strengthened a belief that
determination can overcome doubt.

Among her proudest memories
are the moments when customers
stop at her exhibition stand to praise
her work and support her journey.
Their encouragement reminds her
that perseverance is rewarded and
that every small success contributes
to changing perceptions.

Her message to others is simple
yet powerful: believe in your
abilities, place your trust in God
and remain patient through every
challenge.

Looking ahead, Fatma al Zahra
dreams of taking Lotion Al Ameerat
beyond Oman and introducing
her brand to the world. More than
commercial success, however, she
hopes to see lasting support for
entrepreneurs with disabilities,
allowing them to thrive and feel
recognised as valued members of
society.

Fatma al Zahra’s story is not
merely one of entrepreneurship. It
is a reminder that talent knows no
boundaries, that opportunity can
transform lives and that sometimes
all it takes to change perceptions is
giving someone the chance to prove
what they have always known they
were capable of.

Readers can follow Fatma al Zahra
al Lawati’s journey on Instagram at
@pfz786 and support her growing
business, Lotion Al Ameerat,
through @lotion_alameerat.
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