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Adam - His Majesty Sultan Haitham
bin Tarik, the Supreme Commander,
presided over a military parade on Sat-
urday at the military parade ground of
Adam Air Base in the Governorate of
Dakhliyah on the occasion of the 53rd
National Day of Oman.

The event saw the participation of
symbolic units representing the Royal
Army of Oman (RAO), the Royal Air
Force of Oman (RAFO), the Royal Navy
of Oman (RNO), the Royal Guard of
Oman (RGO), the Sultan’s Special
Force (SSF), the Royal Oman Police
(ROP) and the Royal Court Affairs
(RCA), in addition to the ground and
mounted military music bands.

Upon His Majesty the Sultan’s ar-
rival at the parade grounds, he was re-
ceived by H H Sayyid Shihab bin Tarik
al Said, Deputy Prime Minister for De-
fence Affairs; Gen Sultan bin Mo-
hammed al Nuamani, Minister of the

Royal Office; Vice Admiral Abdullah
bin Khamis al Raisi, Chief of Staff of the
Sultan’s Armed Forces (SAF) and Air
Vice Marshal Khamis bin Hammad al
Ghafri, Commander of RAFO.

When His Majesty the Sultan as-
cended the Royal Dais, columns of the
parade performed the military salute.
The joint corps of military bands played
the Royal Anthem, while the Sultan of
Oman’s Artillery fired a 21-gun salute
for His Majesty the Sultan. Then, the
parade commander stepped forward to
the Royal Dais, requesting His Majesty
the Sultan to signal the start of the mil-
itary show. The joint corps of military
music bands representing RAO, RAFO,
RNO, RGO, ROP and RCA played
sundry tunes as they marched in slow
and normal pace before the Royal Dais.

Then, columns of the Protocols
Guard joined the parade and per-
formed ceremonial gestures to the ac-

companiment of melodies from the
joint corps of military music bands-
performing the military salute to His
Majesty, the Supreme Commander.

His Majesty the Sultan watched a
musical show by mounted bands of the
RGO cavalry and the Royal Cavalry at
the RCA. They passed before the Royal
Dais, performing the military salute to
His Majesty the Sultan.

Later, the columns of the parade
performed an ensemble of cheers that
proclaimed ‘Faith in Allah, Loyalty to
the Sultan, Sacrifice for the Nation’.
They chanted thrice ‘Long Live His
Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik, the
Supreme Commander’.

Later, the joint corps of military
music bands played the Royal Anthem,
while the columns of the parade per-
formed the military salute marking the
conclusion of the military show.

Continued on Page 06

H M presides over National Day parade











06     MUSCAT DAILY      SUNday, November 19, 2023

NATION

Continued from Page 01
Soon after the conclusion of the
military show, His Majesty the
Sultan left the parade grounds.

Alongside His Majesty the
Sultan, the parade was attended
by the members of the Royal
family, ministers, advisors, chair-
men of the State Council and
Majlis A’Shura, commanders of
the SAF, commanders of military
and security units, heads of the
diplomatic missions of the Arab
and foreign countries accredited
to the Sultanate of Oman, mem-
bers of the State Council and
Majlis A’Shura, undersecretaries,
governors, ambassadors at the
Foreign Ministry, retired military
commanders, judges, members
of the Public Prosecution Depart-
ment, walis, sheikhs and digni-
taries.

It was also attended by the
military attaché of the Arab and
foreign embassies in the Sul-
tanate of Oman, senior military
officers, senior state officials,
senior retired officers, commis-
sioned and non-commissioned
officers at SAF and other military
and security units.
ONA

H M presides over National Day parade









10     MUSCAT DAILY      SUNday, November 19, 2023

NATION

Rawan Khalid al Sulaimi 
Participant, Sidrah - Female Leadership
Programme

I envision a future
where Oman is at the
forefront of the digital
era. Adopting digital
infrastructure and e-
governance will lead
to sustainable devel-
opment that would
eventually help opti-
misation of resources
and reducing waste. Our natural landscapes,
embodying strength and diversity, mirror the
qualities of our people. Oman’s beauty and re-
silience are what captivate me the most. The
spectacular mountains resemble resilience and
strength, and the mesmerising coastline resem-
bles diversity and dynamic nature.

n n n

Moniya Mohammed  
Relationship Executive

I wish for Oman to
continue its visionary
initiatives, fostering
economic diversifica-
tion and societal de-
velopment as it
moves toward Oman
Vision 2040. Oman’s
diverse natural land-
scapes, easily acces-
sible and offering tranquility, are what I find
most appealing. They provide a serene escape
from our daily routines. 

n n n

Karim al Habsi 
Senior Human Resource Specialist, CBO

I dream of seeing
Oman progress in line
with Vision 2040.
We should diversify
our economy, focus-
ing on sustainable 
infrastructure, health-
care, education, and
tourism. Oman’s rich

cultural heritage, stunning landscapes, and
warm hospitality are its most charming aspects.

n n n

Ahmed al Jabri 
Businessman

I love Oman’s rich cul-
tural tapestry, tracing
back to ancient times.
Our people’s warmth
and hospitality make
Oman truly special.
We have a deep re-
spect for tradition
while embracing
modernity. Our commitment to preserving our
heritage through historical sites and festivals is
a testament to our rich history. Oman’s balance
of tradition and progress is remarkable. From

our stunning landscapes to our cultural preser-
vation, Oman stands out as a beacon of cultural
richness and welcoming spirit.

n n n

Mohammed Masaud al Kharusi 
Retired Director 

I look forward to see-
ing Oman’s urban
planning evolve, with
an emphasis on resi-
dential spaces, effi-
cient public transport,
and diverse business
opportunities. 

I would like to see
multi-storey parking in all congested areas, and
implement quick measures to alleviate the con-
gestion. Limit the number of shops in certain

shopping areas and spread them to other areas
so as to give them a reasonable chance to have
a profitable business. Also, the Ministry of
Labour should remove restrictions on types of
jobs for expatriates. Let the market demand de-
cide.

n n n

Omar Abdullah Said al Maskari 
Innovator

As an innovator, I’m
inspired by the strides
our youth have made
in global competi-
tions. It shows the
brilliance and deter-
mination of the
Omani people. We’re
eager to lead in tech-

nology and want to see Oman establishing
semiconductor factories, achieving food self-
sufficiency, and investing in local talents. 

The creative spirit of Omanis has always
been evident across various spheres, yet our
progress has not been at the desired pace. To
truly match strides with developed nations, it is
essential to empower our younger generation.
Refreshing our approach and entrusting the
youth with leadership roles in creative endeav-
ours will be pivotal for significant advancement
in the coming years.

Our identity, shaped by our wise leadership,
fills me with pride. Oman’s richness in culture
and resources inspires us to dream big for the
future.

n n n

Othaila al Saifi 
Senior Marketing Manager 

In the next five years,
I look forward to see-
ing Oman’s tourism
sector flourishing fur-
ther. We should de-
velop tourist spots
with top-notch facili-
ties to complement
our natural beauty.
What makes Oman unique is the hospitality of
its people and our rich heritage. This combina-
tion of culture and natural beauty is Oman’s true
charm.

n n n

Aisha al Buraiki
Technical Department, 
Sohar Port and Freezone

I’d like to see signifi-
cant urbanisation and
tourism development
in Oman. Our aspira-
tion should be to rival
other countries in
these sectors. Em-
bracement of techno-
logical advancements
and e-services is crucial. The Omani lifestyle,
characterised by warmth and hospitality, is
what I find most captivating about our country.
The rich heritage and traditions make Oman a
special place.

The Sultanate of Oman commemorated its 53rd National Day on Saturday, a celebration of significant
achievements guided by the wise leadership of His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik across various

spheres of life. On the occasion, Muscat Daily readers shared their aspirations and thoughts about the
sultanate's future and the elements of Omani life that resonate the most with them.
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RO16.6bn invested 
in economic zones
Our Correspondent
Muscat

As of the end of June 2023, the
total investment in Oman's spe-
cial economic zones and indus-
trial cities has exceeded
RO16.6bn, the Public Authority
for Special Economic Zones and
Free Zones (OPAZ) announced
on Saturday.

The investment is distributed
across OPAZ-managed zones,
where companies and industries
within these economic, free, and
industrial zones have achieved
remarkable success, according to
a report released by OPAZ on the
occasion of Oman's 53rd Na-
tional Day.

Out of the total investment,
existing industrial cities received
RO7.3bn, while the Salalah Free
Zone recorded total investment
of RO4.5bn by June 2023. 
The Special Economic Zone at
Duqm (SEZAD) received over
RO3.8bn, and Sohar Freezone
received RO570mn. Addition-
ally, Al Mazunah Free Zone at-
tracted over RO139mn in
investments, and the total cu-
mulative investment committed
to Khazaen Economic City until
the last quarter amounted to
RO323mn.

During the first half of this
year, SEZAD received RO185mn
in new investments. Within this
period, 16 investment agree-
ments were signed, and SEZAD
processed 111 investment appli-
cations, along with 80 applica-
tions for commercial activities
being registered and 420 public
service licenses being issued.
SEZAD also approved 22 building

permits and 34 environmental
permits and licenses.

Investments in Sohar Free-
zone reached RO94mn for the
six-month period ending June
2023, bringing the total cumula-
tive investment to RO570mn.
During this period, Sohar Free-
zone signed four investment
agreements, received 179 invest-
ment applications, and processed
31 commercial activity applica-
tions. Additionally, Sohar Free-
zone issued 284 licenses for
public services and approved
nine building permits, along with
90 environmental permits.

On the other hand, Salalah
Free Zone attracted investments
worth RO727mn during the Jan-
uary–June period of 2023. During
this period, Salalah Free Zone re-
ceived 127 investment applica-
tions and 18 commercial activity
applications. The zone signed six
agreements, issued 173 public
service licenses, approved three
building permits, and granted 41
environmental permits and li-
censes. Additionally, Salalah Free
Zone also issued 1,512 business
and investor licenses.

Madayn, which manages in-
dustrial cities in Oman, recorded
RO87.6mn worth of new invest-
ments in various industrial cities
during the first half of this year.
Since the beginning of the year,
Madayn has received 122 new in-
vestment applications, registered
80 applications in various com-
mercial activities, and issued 843
licenses to practice activities.

Madayn manages industrial
cities covering a total area of 122
sqkm, distributed across several
governorates, such as Sur, Sohar,
Raysut, Nizwa, Buraimi, Rusayl,
Samail, Ibri, Mudhaibi, Mahas, Al
Wadi Al Kabir and Knowledge
Oasis Muscat.

Regarding the Economic Zone
at Al Dhahirah (EZAD), OPAZ
has recently announced a tender
for Omani and Saudi companies
to bid through the electronic ten-
der system (ESNAD) for consult-
ing services related to the design
and supervision of infrastructure
facilities. These infrastructure fa-
cilities will be implemented in
preparation for the commence-
ment of construction work for the
establishment of EZAD.

OIA projects a leap towards Vision 2040
Muscat - Marking the 53rd Na-
tional Day, Oman Investment
Authority (OIA) announced the
completion of six national proj-
ects, reflecting the spirit of the
sultanate's Vision 2040. These
projects, in various governorates
and sectors, are valued at over
RO4bn and herald a new era of
economic diversification and
growth.

Hisham bin Ahmed al Shidi,
Director General of Economic
Diversification Investments at

OIA, emphasised that these
projects, part of the National 
Development Portfolio, are 
intended to invigorate economic
diversification, foster private
sector growth, and create 
employment opportunities, es-
pecially for small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs).
"These initiatives align perfectly
with Oman Vision 2040, show-
casing our nation's competitive
edge and investment appeal,"
said Shidi.

Among these pioneering proj-
ects is the Duqm Refinery and
Petrochemical Industries (OQ8)
project in the Special Economic
Zone at Duqm (SEZAD). Billed
as the largest project in the area,
it is set to transform Duqm into
a major industrial and economic
hub.  The Ras Markaz Crude Oil
Storage Project in Al Wusta is
another significant endeavour.

In the energy sector, the
Duqm Integrated Power and
Water Project (DIPWP) and the

Rabt project stand out. 
The Khuwayma Shrimp Farm

Project in Jalan Bani Bu Ali,
South Sharqiyah plays a pivotal
role in bolstering food security
and fostering additional indus-
tries that leverage Oman's raw
materials to create higher value.
Finally, as part of Madinat al
Irfan East project, the JW Mar-
riott Muscat Hotel, a 304-room
luxury establishment, marks a
significant stride in the tourism
sector.

Salalah Free Zone recorded total investment of RO4.5bn by June 2023





Ahmedabad - In the highly antic-
ipated World Cup final between
India and Australia, the age-old
rivals will script yet another
chapter in their fierce contest.
The grand showdown at Ahmed-
abad’s Narendra Modi Stadium
on Sunday will be a fitting con-
clusion to a tournament where
both teams have displayed their
mettle.

India, riding high with an un-
beaten streak of ten wins, com-
menced the tournament by
thumping Australia, who recov-
ered from an initial slump with an
impressive eight-match winning
streak. 

Mitchell Starc, Australia’s fast
bowler, expressed their eager-
ness to face India, stating, “We
want to take on the best. They’ve
been the best in the tournament
so far.” India’s skipper, Rohit
Sharma, led from the front, par-
ticularly in the semi-final victory
against New Zealand, dispelling
doubts about their knockout

game performance. 
“The top-five-six batters,

whenever they’ve gotten an op-
portunity, they’ve made it really
count,” captain Rohit highlighted,
praising the team’s batting
prowess.

Their bowling attack show-
cases the brilliance of bowlers
like Jasprit Bumrah and Mo-
hammed Shami, with Kuldeep

Yadav and Ravindra Jadeja
adding spin power to the mix in
their quest for a third World Cup
title.

While India carries the weight
of expectations, fueled by the
history of host nations winning
the last three editions, Australia,
with their knack for stepping up
in crucial moments, eyes a sixth
World Cup victory.

Australian skipper Pat Cum-
mins and his team faced a tough
semi-final against South Africa
but remain a formidable force.

With the likes of leg-spinner
Adam Zampa, an in-form pace
attack, and the explosive batting
prowess of Glenn Maxwell they
always pose a threat.

Despite past encounters
favouring Australia, India’s coach

Rahul Dravid, having experi-
enced Australia’s dominance in
the 2003 final, understands the
challenge ahead. 

Skipper Cummins, despite an-
ticipating a pro-India crowd, is
excited about leading Australia
to another title

“It’s going to be packed, pretty
one-sided I reckon, so you just
have to embrace it,” he said.

Rohit Sharma (left) and Pat Cummins with the World Cup trophy

Aussies look to
stop flawless
India’s pursuit
of glory 
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bIrthDAY wIshEs

Happy birthday to Dear Papa. 
We all love you tooo much. May you

be blessed with happiness always.
Somya and Sunny

nIkhILEsh shAhLot 
NOVEMBER

Inviting applications for the post
of production and factory in
charge - steel fabrication from
those specialised in steel pipes
fabrication, structural steel,
tanks, vessels, skid packages;
with 5 years of experience and
having a driving licence
email: najma@alrouba.com

Required urgently a sales and
marketing manager with a mini-
mum of ten years of work expe-
rience in the field of
waterproofing, valid driving li-
cence and ready to start work for
a reputed waterproofing com-
pany in Oman. Kindly send CV
with expected salary to email:
sbmoman2011@gmail.com

Job vacancy

CLAssIFIED
LIstIngs

Urgently required SCADA engi-
neer, planning engineer and
electrical engineer for a water
network project (PAEW
/OWWSC-approved). 
Kindly send CVs to email:
wwwconsult2021@gmail.com

Ahmedabad - Pat Cummins is
uncertain about continuing as
Australia’s one-day international
captain, but he has earned im-
mense respect from his compa-
triots after his remarkable
performances in India in the
World Cup.

Throughout the tournament,
Australia has seen standout per-
formances from players such as
Adam Zampa and David Warner.
However, Cummins’s incredible
courage and unexpected batting
heroics have been instrumental in

his team’s resurgence after two
initial defeats.

His unbeaten 14 in the semi-
final against South Africa sealed
victory, illustrating his crucial role
with the bat on multiple occa-
sions during the competition.

In an earlier game against
Afghanistan, Cummins paired
with Glenn Maxwell, staying re-
silient and enabling Maxwell to
secure a double century and a re-
markable win for Australia.

Australia has had its fair share
of stern captains, from the deter-

mined Allan Border to the com-
posed Steve Waugh. In contrast,
Cummins has brought a lighter
atmosphere to the team environ-
ment, maintaining a jovial spirit
on the field, even during intense

moments.
“I think it’s easier out there

than sitting in the dugout,” Cum-
mins said about batting. Having
led Australia to victory in the
World Test Championship in
June, Cummins aims to join the
ranks of iconic Australian cap-
tains like Border, Waugh, and
Ricky Ponting by securing the 50-
over World Cup title.

Despite his achievements,
Cummins has faced criticism for
his captaincy, often seeking guid-
ance from former captain Steve

Smith and coach Andrew Mc-
Donald. Doubts have lingered in
Australia about a fast bowler tak-
ing on the leadership role in the
team. However, Cummins’s piv-
otal contributions, including vital
wickets and exceptional fielding,
turned the tide after the initial
setbacks against India and South
Africa.

His leadership has propelled
Australia to eight consecutive
victories, positioning them to po-
tentially clinch the title against
hosts India.

Cummins heroics quashes captaincy doubts 

Pat Cummins (right) with Mitchell Starc after Australia’s semifinal

victory against South Africa

Ahmedabad - Rohit Sharma is
battle-ready for the ICC Men’s
Cricket World Cup 2023 final
and wants to win the silver-
ware in honour of Indian leg-
end Rahul Dravid.

At the start of the tourna-
ment, India were considered
favourites to go the whole way
and win the ICC Men’s Cricket
World Cup 2023. While the
tag of favourites can
bog teams down,
the Men in Blue
have thrived on
it and have gone
on a sensational
unbeaten run,
winning all 10
games en route to the
final against Australia.

Rohit pin-pointed
the understated role
of Dravid in India’s run as well
as his own batting, while em-
phasising the team’s determi-
nation to win the trophy in
honour of the Indian legend.

“His [Dravid’s] role has
been absolutely massive in
terms of getting that clarity
which I keep talking about,”
Rohit stated. “It’s one thing for
me to think about and another
thing for the coach to not

agree to certain things.
“Clearly, looking at how

Rahul bhai himself has played
his cricket and how I play
these days is quite contrast-
ing. For him to agree and give
me that freedom and liberty to
go and play like that says a lot
about him.”

The Indian captain glow-
ingly spoke about how the

coach has helped the
team bounce back

thereafter in the
months leading
to the 2023
World Cup. 

“Also the way
he has stood by

the players in difficult
times, especially dur-
ing and after the T20
World Cup,” Rohit

added. “We had a good run up
until the semi-finals and then
we lost. And how he reacted
to certain situations and in-
formed the players about how
we want to play says a lot
about him as well.

“And obviously what he has
done for Indian cricket is mas-
sive. He too feels that he wants
to be a part of this big occa-
sion. It’s for us to do it for him.”

‘It’s for us to do 
it for Rahul bhai’ 

Rohit Sharma (left)
and Rahul Dravid

I think it’s 
(batting) easier
out there than
sitting in the
dugout 
PAT CUMMINS
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