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OMAN AND UAE TIES WITNESSING 
A REMARKABLE PROGRESS
Sultanate of Oman and the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) are bound by fraternal bonds 
and strategic partnership. These bilateral 
relations are witnessing a remarkable
progress, thanks to the support and attention 
accorded by the wise leaderships of His 
Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik and Sheikh
Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President 
of the United Arab Emirates (UAE). 

HIS MAJESTY THE SULTAN 
TO VISIT UAE ON MONDAY

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik will go on a 
state-visit to the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) on Monday, dur-
ing which he will meet with Sheikh
Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
President of the United Arab
Emirates.

A statement was issued by the
Diwan of Royal Court to this eff ect

reads as follows:“In affi  rmation of 
the deep-rooted and historic rela-
tions binding Oman and the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates (UAE), His Maj-
esty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik will 
go on a state-visit to the UAE with 
eff ect from Monday, 22 April 2024, 
during which he will meet with 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, President of the UAE.>A5

The visit refl ects the 

keenness of the two

leaders to enhance

their bilateral  ties

OMAN
OQ, partners boosting  
in-country-value

2
The global integrated
energy group (OQ) and 
its partner are working 

on enhancement of the socio-
economic development in Al
Wusta Governorate. >A5

WORLD
Iraq military base hit 
by an explosion

3
An explosion rocked a 
military base in Iraq, south
of the capital Baghdad on 

Friday night. The base houses a 
coalition of pro-Iranian armed 
groups. >A6

OMAN
Efforts on to repair 
infrastructure

1
The direct impact of the 
weather conditions in North 
Al Batinah aff ected the 

population and infrastructure, 
damaging roads, power and
communications networks. >A2
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EMBRACE THE GIFT
OF OPPORTUNITY

إعــلان مناقـصات
(المرحلة الأولى)

TENDER  ANNOUNCEMENT
(PHASE 1 )

تحاكـــي  مدينـــة  عُمـــان.  ســـلطنة  أرض  علـــى  تُشـــرق  جديـــدة..  مدينـــة 
المستقبل.. وجهة جذّابة، معبّرة بتفاصيلها، تحتضن الجميع بمساحاتها 
الخضـــراء وروافدهـــا المائيـــة الطبيعيـــة ببنيـــة أساســـية عاليـــة الكفـــاءة، 
تزينهـــا مجموعـــة حيويـــة مـــن المرافـــق المفعمـــة بالحيـــاة والتألق، وتضم 
عـــدداً  مـــن الأحيـــاء النابضـــة بالتنـــوع ســـواء بالعمل أو المرح أو الدراســـة. 

وتمنحهم تجارب متفردة لتمضية أوقات غاية في الثراء.

A new city is emerging in Oman. A city of the future. A 
magnetic and meaningful destination. With enviable and 
sustainable green spaces and water features. Smart 
urban design, efficient infastructure, lively restaurants 
and retail, premier events and world-class amenities. A 
diverse and compelling collection of urban precincts. A 
gift to the Omani people to live, play, study, work and 
prosper.
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مناقصة إنشاء شبكات الخدمات: الكهرباء، 
والمياه، والصرف الصحي، وشبكات النطاق 

العريض والاتصالات، والتبريد المناطقي
محطات  ثلاث  عدد  إنشاء  مناقصة 

كهرباء تحويلية 33/11 كيلو فولت

مناقصة إنشاء الطرق الرئيسية 
والثانوية والعبارات والأرصفة الجانبية

مدة التنفيذ: 24 شهر 
Construction Duration: 24 months

الشركات المستهدفة : فئة الدرجة الممتازة
Targeted Companies : Grade Excellent Category

مدة التنفيذ: 18 شهر 
Construction Duration: 18 months

مدة التنفيذ: 15 شهر 
Construction Duration: 15 months

shc@housing.gov.om

07:00 AM
22/4/20245/5/2024

12:00 PM
26/5/2024

12:00 PM

آلــــية شراء المناقصة
TENDER PROCUREMENT PROCESS

موعد الحصول على مستندات المناقصة
TENDER DOCUMENT PURCHASE START DATE

آخر موعد لشراء مستندات المناقصة
TENDER DECUMENT PURCHASES END

موعد تسليم عطاءات المناقصة
BID SUBMISSION CLOSING

Construction of Utilities network: Electricity, 
Water, TSE, broadband and communications 

networks, and District cooling

Construction of 33/11KV Primary 
Substation Tender

Construction of Primary and 
Secondary Roads, Culverts, and 

Sidewalk Tender

للتواصل والاستفســــار
For contact and inquiries

+968 9671 7716
+968 9951 1778

Construction of water networks with a length of 105 km, 
irrigation networks with a length of 54 km, Storm water 
drainage network with a length of 62 km, a sewage network 
with a length of 93 km, communications and broadband 
networks, District cooling networks, and electricity network 

with a capacity of 100 megawatts of (HV,MV,LV ).

وشبكات  105كم،  بطول  المياه  شبكات  تنفيذ  المناقصة  تتضمن 
كم،   62 بطول  الأمطار  مياه  تصريف  وشبكة  كم،   54 بطول  الري 
وشبكة الصرف الصحي بطول 93 كم، وشبكات الاتصالات والنطاق 
العريض، وشبكة وأنظمة التبريد المناطقي، وشبكة الكهرباء بقدرة 

استيعابية 100ميجا واط ذات الجهد العالي والمتوسط والمنخفض
Construction of 31 Culverts, Primary roads with 
length of 8 km, Secondary roads with length of 7 km, 
and bicycle paths with length of 30 km and 
pedestrian paths with a length of 30 km, Traffic 

Signal, Traffic sings, and Street lighting.

الرئيسية  والطرق  مياه  عبارة   31 تنفيذ  المناقصة  تتضمن 
بطول 8 كم والطرق الثانوية بطول 7 كم ومسارات للدراجات 
كم،   30 بطول  المشاة  وممرات  كم   30 بطول  الهوائية 

وإشارات المرور الضوئية ولوحات المرور وإنارة الطرق.

كهرباء  محطات   (3) عدد  إنشاء  المناقصة  تتضمن 
تحويلية 33/11 كيلو فولت، بمساحة 7500 متر مربع، 

في الأحياء ( 6, 8, 9).  

Construction of three primary Substations 
33/11 KV with an area 7500 sqm in 

neighbourhoods (6,8,9).

PLEASE VISIT: يرجى زيارة الموقع:

ETENDERING.TENDERBOARD.GOV.OM

الشركات المستهدفة : فئة الدرجة الممتازة
Targeted Companies : Grade Excellent Category

الشركات المستهدفة : فئة الدرجة الممتازة
Targeted Companies : Grade Excellent Category

RAM to sharpen skills of 

200 private sector staff 

MUSCAT: The Royal Acad-
emy of Management (RAM) an-
nounced the commencement
of registration in the national
programme for development
of leadership from Sunday, 21
April .

Dr. Fathiya bint Abdullah
Al Rashidi, acting assistant
chief of the Royal Academy of 
Management said that the pro-
gramme targets middle man-
agement employees in the pri-

vate sector and would sharpen 
the skills of 200 participants
for assuming higher eldership 
positions. 

The programme would 
boost the participants’ knowl-
edge, skills and performance, 
she said, adding that the pro-
gramme would also develop 
their leadership and supervi-
sory skills, which would posi-
tively refl ect on the national 
economy. >A5

R O Y A L  A C A D E M Y  O F  M A N A G E M E N T

GAZA DEATH TOLL
as of April 20, 2024

34,049
Deaths

76,901
Injured

>A4



PRAYER
TIMINGS

Times News Service

Muscat: The direct impact of 
weather conditions in North Al 
Batinah Governorate aff ected the 
population and infrastructure, 
damaging road, power and com-
munications networks. The agri-
cultural and residential areas also 
experienced serious losses as a re-
sult of the overfl ow of valleys.

The government, private, civil 
and community workers of North 
Al Batinah Governorate and other 
parts of the Sultanate of Oman 
continue to lend their helping 
hands to address the eff ects of the 
weather condition. 

Offi  cials’ visit 
The Government offi  cials from 
various institutions in the coun-
try continue to visit the aff ected 
areas to monitor the damage 
caused by the rains and wadis in 
the various states of the North Al 
Batinah Governorate.

A number of offi  cials, includ-
ing, Their Excellencies, heads of 
various bodies, and some under-
secretaries of the ministries vis-
ited the aff ected areas. Eng. Said 
Hamoud Al Ma’awali, Minister of 
Transport, Communications and 
Information Technology, Engineer 
Khamis bin Muhammad Al Sham-
akhi, Undersecretary of Transport, 
Dr. Mansour bin Talib Al Hinai, 
Chairman of the Public Services 
Regulatory Authority, Engineer 
Badr bin Salem Al Mamari, Secre-
tary General of the Tender Board, 
and Engineer Hamad bin Ali Al 
Nazwani, Undersecretary of the 
Ministry of Housing and Urban 
Planning for Housing, Sheikh 
Rashid bin Ahmed Al Shamsi, 
Undersecretary of the Ministry of 
Social Development, accompanied 
by Mohammed bin Sulaiman Al 
Kindi, Governor of North Al Bati-
nah, and a number of offi  cials in 
the governorate, visited the states 
aff ected by the Al Mateer Depres-
sion. On the other hand, Sheikh 
Khalid bin Hilal Al Maawali, the 
Speaker of the Shura Council, re-
viewed a number of aff ected states 
and listened to the citizens and 
enquired about their suff erings as 
a result of this weather condition. 

Mohammed bin Sulaiman Al 
Kindi, Governor of North Al Bati-
nah, said: “With combined eff orts 
among all sectors of society and 
with support from all government 
service sectors, life will return to 
normal soon. There has been sig-
nifi cant damage to property as a 
result of the weather condition in 
most of the wilayats, and eff orts 
are continuing to address these 
impacts and restore the most im-
portant services.”

He added:”We faced great chal-
lenges in opening some second-
ary and mountain roads after they 
were aff ected by the fl ow of the 
valleys, but thanks to the sincere 
eff orts of the people of the gover-
norate, most of these roads were 
opened and work is underway to 
open the rest of the roads, especial-
ly the mountain ones. The fi rst step 
was to return those who were in 
the shelter centres to their homes, 
ensure their safety, and provide 
them with basic necessities.”

He said that he follows up on 
a daily basis the repairs and ef-
fects resulting from the weather 
condition that is aff ecting the 
governorate.

He visited all the states in the 
governorate and listened to the 

concerns of citizens, their sugges-
tions, opinions and aspirations. He 
promised to address the situation 
as quickly as possible and accord-
ing to the available capabilities. 

On the other hand, Their Excel-
lencies the offi  cials of the wilayats
of the North Al Batinah Governo-
rate played a major role in follow-
ing up on the conditions of all their 
states, accompanied by a number 
of government department offi  -
cials and members of the municipal 
council in each state. They visited
various damaged sites and direc-
tions were given to repair them.

Eff orts of the North Batinah 
Municipality 
The municipalities of North Al 
Batinah, from the Wilayat of Su-
waiq to the Wilayat of Shinas, 
continue their eff orts to open 
roads, remove silt and dust, and 
withdraw accumulated water, 
with the aim of facilitating traffi  c 
movement and ensuring the safety 
of road users. Eff orts are focused 
on removing dust and mud and 
transporting waste resulting from 
the fl ow of valleys, as well as fi ll-
ing potholes to secure roads. This 
contributed to the opening of all 
public roads and a number of in-
ternal roads, in addition to open-
ing of a number of mountain roads 
that were aff ected by rainfall. 

Volunteers’ eff orts
Sports and cultural clubs, civil 
teams, charitable and volunteer 
teams, and volunteers from the 
local community in the North Al 
Batinah Governorate continue 
their great eff orts to stand by their 
aff ected brothers in the Wilay-
ats of Suwaiq, Saham, Sohar, and
Shinas, where food supplies, wa-
ter, and all cleaning tools were
provided, and they worked hand
in hand in cleaning mosques and 
homes. Oman is proud of the com-
bined efforts of its citizens who 
brought happiness on the faces
of those aff ected, and stood by the
side of their brothers in such a 
diffi  cult situation.
                              -With inputs from ONA

A2 S U N DAY,  A P R I L  2 1 ,  2 0 2 4

OMAN
Dhuhr ..............................................12:11pm

Asr .....................................................3:37pm

Maghrib ........................................6:36pm

Isha...................................................7:49pm

Fajr (Tomorrow)..................... 4:21am

Everyone in North Al Batinah Governorate is

lending their hands to mitigate the eff ects of 

the weather condition

Efforts on to repair infrastructure,
rehabilitate displaced peoplep

p



A3

OMAN
S U N DAY,  A P R I L  2 1 ,  2 0 2 4

YZ250F
RIDE 
LIKE A PRO

Elevate your off-road experience 
with Yamaha’s YZ250F. Boasting 
an all-new frame and enhanced 
ergonomics, this dirt bike sets a 
new standard for agility and control.

For inquiries and order
get in touch with us today

+968 2471 2240 / 2471 1312
Or visit 
www.ohimarine.com

Military teams from various units 
helping in rehabilitation work

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Military teams from 
various units are working round 
the clock to bring normalcy in the 

lives of people in the aftermath of 
weather conditions aff ecting the 
Sultanate of Oman.

As part of a coordinated na-
tional eff ort to deal with the ef-
fects of the weather situation, 
units of the Royal Army of Oman 
(RAO) continue with their resto-

ration and rehabilitation opera-
tions in the North Al Sharqiyah 
Governorate.

The Royal Army of Oman, rep-
resented by the Desert Battal-
ion, provided drinking water to 
the Wilayat of Al Mudhaibi, and 
reopened a number of main and 

secondary roads aff ected by the 
weather condition.

The units area lso engaged in re-
moving mud and dirt in the wilayat 
of Dima W’attayeen , Wilayat of 
Al-Qabil, and  Wadi Bani Khalid, in 
addition to continuing the search 
for the missing person in the 

Wilayat of Al-Mudhaibi due to the 
weather condition.

The engineering services of the 
Ministry of Defence, along with 
other government institutions, are 
intensifying their eff orts to con-
tain the eff ects of the weather con-
dition (rainfall), and they provided 

engineering and technical support 
to ensure safe passage on the dam-
aged roads in the North Al Batinah 
Governorate.

The engineering services teams 
continue to restore basic and 
necessary infrastructure in the 
governorate by activating mobile 
water suction pumps, water trans-
port tanks, and draining water 
bodies, in a number of villages in 
the wilayats of Al Khaboura and 
Saham.

The engineering services team 
also reopened the Madha-Burai-
mi road and removed mud accu-
mulations in Al-Buraimi Gover-
norate from the recent weather 
condition.

The units also helped in provid-
ing electrical power generators to 
the sites aff ected by the power out-
age in the Wilayat of Mahout in the 
Governorate.

The units of the 

RAO continue with 

their restoration 

and rehabilitation 

operations in the 

North Al Sharqiyah 

Governorate

Complex heart surgery performed 

by the Royal Hospital doctors

Times News Service

MUSCAT: A specialised team,
from the Department of Interven-
tional and Structural Cardiology 
at the National Centre for Cardiac
Diseases and Surgery at the Royal
Hospital, was able to treat a very 
complex heart disease using mod-
ern technology.

They used a temporary pump to
support the left ventricle to stim-
ulate coronary and general blood
circulation, and it was implanted
cathetrically from the femoral
artery.

The surgery was performed
by a medical team headed by Dr.
Hatem bin Lutfi  Al Lawati, a senior
consultant physician in the inter-
ventional and structural cardiol-
ogy, and Dr. Khaled bin Humaid Al
Saeedi, a consultant physician in
interventional and structural car-
diology, with an integrated team
of the anesthesia department,
technical and nursing teams of the
catheterisation laboratories at the
centre. The surgery took approxi-
mately two hours.

The patient was diagnosed with
advanced atrophy compromising 
the pumping effi  ciency of the left
ventricle, a dangerous increase in
pulmonary vascular resistance,
and blockages in all major coro-
nary arteries due to dense fatty 
and calcifi ed deposits in the tiny 

blood vessels.
Due to the progression of the 

disease to advanced stages, the 
option of surgically implanting 
and connecting the coronary ar-
teries was a risky option.

The medical team implanted 
the booster pump - the iVAC 2L 
device - in the left ventricle, then 
broke up the dense calcifi ca-
tions causing narrowing of the 
main coronary artery, followed 
by implanting a number of mod-
ern mesh stents. The patient 
remained in a stable condition 
throughout the catheterization 
procedure and in the post-cathe-
terization period and left the hos-
pital the next day.

Such a successful catheter 
operation constitutes a qualita-

tive leap in the treatment of the 
increasing cases of patients with 
atherosclerosis of the coronary 
arteries, which are accompanied 
by atrophy or severe morbidity as 
a result of ischemia, that are dif-
fi cult to treat with conventional 
methods, whether by catheter or 
surgery.

Such modern technologies, 
combined with the expertise of 
the medical staff  at the National 
Centre, also open the way for 
treating other complex cases in 
the fi eld of valve diseases and 
ventricular electrical activity dis-
order, providing hope for recov-
ery from complex heart diseases 
for which there was no surgical or 
catheterization option available 
before.

P U M P  I M P L A N T



A4 S U N DAY,  A P R I L  2 1 ,  2 0 2 4

OMAN

MUSCAT: The Sultanate of 
Oman and the United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE) are bound by fraternal
bonds and strategic partnership.
These bilateral relations are wit-
nessing a remarkable progress,
thanks to the support and atten-
tion accorded by the wise lead-
erships of His Majesty Sultan 
Haitham bin Tarik and Sheikh
Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahy-
an, President of the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE).

The two leaderships are keen
to elevate the relations towards
wider horizons in a manner that
serves interest of the two coun-
tries’ peoples and maintains secu-
rity and stability in the region and 
the world at large.

The distinguished relations be-
tween the two sides are based on
economic and trade partnership.

These relations were unique 
since the fi rst meeting between
the late Sultan Qaboos bin Said
and Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al 
Nahyan. The two countries shared
the same vision towards issues of 
mutual concern to the two coun-
tries’ peoples. Their relations 
represented the real meaning of 
fraternity and harmony over the
past fi ve decades.

The state-visit of His Majesty 
Sultan Haitham bin Tarik to the
UAE this Monday and his meet-
ing with Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan assume a great 
importance. The visit aims at pro-
moting the bilateral relations and
pushing them forward towards
wider horizons. During their
meeting, the two leaders will ex-
change views on the regional and
international developments.

Oman and the UAE strive to 
boost the eff ective cooperation
between them on the principle of 
mutual interest in various fi elds.

The joint supreme committee 
between the two countries, which
was established in 1991, seeks to
enhance ways of cooperation and 
coordination between the two
countries in diverse economic,
commercial, cultural and educa-
tional fi elds. It also works to link
electricity and communications
networks, coordinate land trans-
port services and transporta-
tion procedures between the two
countries through various border
crossings, in addition to promot-
ing opportunities and areas of 
joint investment, for the present 
and future benefi ts of the Omani
and Emirati peoples.

Sayyid Dr. Ahmed bin Hilal Al
Busaidi, Ambassador of Oman to
the UAE said that His Majesty’s
upcoming visit to the UAE will
contribute to accelerating and
developing the path of coopera-
tion, integration and partnership
between the two countries. He 
pointed out that the mutual visits
of the leadership of the two coun-
tries culminated during the last 
period through the signing of 16
agreements and memorandums 
of understanding in various fi elds.

He affi  rmed to Oman News
Agency (ONA) that there is a re-

markable leap in the economic 
relations between Oman and the 
UAE, thanks to the attention ac-
corded by the leaderships of the 
two countries. Sayyid Al Busaidi 
expected that the upcoming period 
will witness more joint investment 
cooperation that would contribute 
to consolidating and developing 
the existing economic partnership 
between the two countries.

He explained that the key Oma-
ni investment in the United Arab 
Emirates include the sectors of 
fi nancial activities, insurance, 
manufacturing industries, real 
estate, professional and techni-
cal activities, wholesale and retail 
trade, information and communi-
cations. Meanwhile, the list of the 
most important Emirati invest-
ments in Oman includes the in-
dustrial, fi nancial, banking, tour-

ism, power generation, real estate
activities, retail trade sectors and
construction, he noted.

Sayyid Ahmed said that the 
UAE is one of the most important
trading partners of the Sultanate 
of Oman. He pointed out that the 
indicators of continuous growth 
in the volume of trade and in-
vestment exchange between the
two countries over the past years 
refl ect the advanced economic
partnership between them and its
lucrative prospects.

He noted that Omani exports 
to the UAE during 2023 exceeded
OMR1 billion, marking an in-
crease of 20.4 percent compared
to 2022.

The Embassy of Oman in the 
UAE strives to boost the economic
and investment cooperation be-
tween the two countries through

continuous communication with 
the relevant government agencies, 
chambers of commerce and in-
dustry, and investors in the UAE, 
affi  rmed Sayyid Ahmed.

He explained that the Embassy 
urges them to utilize the invest-
ment opportunities available in 
Oman.

Statistics issued by the National 
Centre for Statistics and Informa-
tion (NCSI) show that the volume 
of trade exchange between the 
Sultanate of Oman and the United 
Arab Emirates by the end of 2023 
amounted to about OMR5.439 bil-
lion, compared to OMR5.571 bil-
lion by the end of 2022.

The statistics also showed 
that the value of Omani prod-
ucts exported to the United 
Arab Emirates by the end of last 
year amounted to more than 
OMR291.7 million, represented by 
metal products, chemical industry 
products, related industries, and 
other products and commodities. 
Meanwhile, the value of products 
imported from the UAE amounted 
to More than OMR837.7 million. 
They included machinery, appli-
ances, electrical equipment and 
other products.

The fi gures showed that the 
United Arab Emirates topped the 
countries attracting direct Omani 
investments abroad, amounting to 
OMR960 million until the end of 
2022, while the total direct Emir-

ati investments in Oman until the 
end of last year amounted to about 
OMR958 million.

The Sultanate of Oman is one
of the most important markets for
Emirati trade. It is ranked third
in the Arab world and 10th glob-
ally in the list of trade partners
of the UAE and accounts for 20
percent of the total trade of the
Emirates, due to the ease of trans-
porting goods and the smooth and
free movement of national prod-
ucts between the two countries
through land ports.

The private sector in the two
countries plays a vital role in eco-
nomic development and is relied
upon to achieve economic diver-
sifi cation trends through various
areas, namely converting indus-
tries, logistics services, mining,
tourism and fi sheries.

Faisal Abdullah Al Rowas,
Chairman of Oman Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry affi  rmed
that the fraternal bonds between
Oman and the UAE represent a 
solid ground for integrated part-
nership in the economic and trade
sectors.

He told Oman News Agency 
(ONA) that the UAE is one of the
most important trading partners
of Oman through direct invest-
ment in a number of sectors, in-
cluding manufacturing industries,
real estate and rental activities,
commercial project activities,

construction, fi nancial intermedi-
ation, transportation and storage, 
hotels, and others.

He pointed out that the UAE 
comes in fi rst place as a destina-
tion for the direct Omani invest-
ments abroad.

The Sultanate of Oman and 
the United Arab Emirates estab-
lished “Oman and Etihad Rail” in 
September 2022 as a joint com-
pany owned equally between them. 
With the aim of designing, devel-
oping and operating a railway net-
work linking Sohar Port to the UAE 
national railway network, with a 
total project investment of $3 bil-
lion, the joint company will devise 
the work plan for implementing 
the project, including fi nancing 
mechanisms and the timetable, 
and then supervise the design, im-
plementation and operation of the 
railway network project.

Through this project, which 
will link the Wilayat of Sohar in 
the Governorate of North Al Bati-
nah with the capital Abu Dhabi, 
the two sides seek to raise the effi  -
ciency of the supply chain system 
and ease the practice of cross-bor-
der trade, link commercial ports 
and economic zones to the railway 
network, enhance commercial 
and social connectivity between 
the two countries and improving 
the effi  ciency of logistics services.

The Omani and Emirati ports 
are linked by direct lines to trans-
port various products and exports. 
This contributed to achieving mu-
tual economic benefi ts for the two 
countries. The ports of the Sultan-
ate of Oman and the United Arab 
Emirates are also considered a 
gateway and a major link between 
the continents of Asia, Europe and 
Africa, and serve transiting ships.

The Duqm Dry Dock, which 
provides marine solutions and 
maintenance and repair ser-
vices for various types and sizes 
of ships, received more than 350 
projects from the UAE market in 
2023, recording a growth of 43 
percent compared to 2022.

In the fi eld of tourism, tour-
ist facilities in the two countries 
receive many groups of tourists 
from both countries. Moreover, 
there are many joint tourism in-
vestments that have contributed 
to attracting more tourists.

As for the cultural aspect, the 
two countries have closely and 
continuously strengthened coop-
eration in this important fi eld by 
organizing joint cultural events 
and activities. The Sultanate of 
Oman participated in Expo Dubai 
2020 and other national occa-
sions and events that refl ect the 
fraternal bonds and common his-
torical ties.

The Sultanate of Oman, repre-
sented by the Ministry of Culture, 
Sports and Youth and the Min-
istry of Information, annually 
participates in book fairs in Abu 
Dhabi and Sharjah, while various 
cultural and media institutions in 
the Unied Arab Emirates partici-
pate every year in Muscat Inter-
national Book Fair.  -ONA

OMAN AND UAE 
RELATIONS WITNESSING 

A REMARKABLE PROGRESS
The two leaderships are keen to elevate the relations to serve the interest 

of the two countries and maintain security and stability in the region
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Omani innovators 
shine at Geneva 
global exhibition
Times News Service

MUSCAT: Sumaya bint Saeed Al 
Siyabiyah of Oman won the grand 
prize at the Geneva International 
Innovation Exhibition while her 
compatriot Razan bint Hamad Al 
Kalbaniya bagged silver. The ex-
hibition witnessed competition 
from more than 1,000 innovators 
from 40 countries around the 
world.

Sumaya Al-Siyabi explained to 
the Oman News Agency that her 
participation was aimed at show-
casing her scientifi c innovation in 
the fi eld of “bioanalysis of micro-
plastics” using nanotechnology.

She pointed out that her inno-
vative project offers a promising 
solution to eliminate and dis-
pose of microplastics in a safe 
and environmentally friendly 
manner using microbial con-
finement and catalytic agent 
(nano zinc oxide).

 For her part, Razan Al-Kalbani 
sadi: “My innovative project is a 
paint that absorbs X-rays from a 
natural component, ‘lycopene’, 

which is the red pigment found 
in tomatoes, watermelon, and red 
fruits and vegetables in general.”

 She added that the study of her 
innovative project is the fi rst of 
its kind in the world to use a natu-
ral compound to shield the x-ray 
room, as the coating is character-
ised by 97 percent radiation ab-
sorption, 100 percent water and 
moisture resistance, and 95 per-
cent heat resistance. It also pre-
vents the formation of mold and 
bacteria.

 Razan Al-Kalbani and Sumaya 
Al-Siyabi expressed their happi-
ness with this achievement and 
for representing the Sultanate of 
Oman in this global forum, high-
lighting the interest they receive 
and the ability of Omani youth to 
innovate and compete globally.

 It is noteworthy that the Geneva 
International Innovation Exhibi-
tion honours innovations that cre-
ate solutions to a global problem 
and contribute to the advance-
ment of innovation on a global 
scale for the economic and techno-
logical development of a country.

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  I N N O V A T I O N  E X H I B I T I O N

Visit to strengthen bilateral relations
“The visit stems from the frater-
nal bonds and good neighbourli-
ness between Oman and the UAE.
It also refl ects the keenness of 
the two countries’ leaderships to
enhance joint ties and push them
towards wider horizons.

“The visit will explore areas of 
the existing cooperation between
the two countries in various
spheres and means of promot-

ing them to serve interests of the
Omani and Emirati peoples and
meet their current and future as-
pirations for further progress and
prosperity.

High-ranking delegation
“During the visit, His Majesty the
Sultan will be accompanied by a 
high-ranking offi  cial delegation
comprising HH Sayyid Shihab

bin Tarik Al Said, Deputy Prime
Minister for Defence Aff airs, HH
Sayyid Bilarab bin Haitham Al
Said, Sayyid Khalid bin Hilal Al
Busaidi, Minister of the Diwan of 
Royal Court, Gen. Sultan bin Mo-
hammed Al Nuamani, Minister of 
the Royal Offi  ce, Sayyid Hamoud
bin Faisal Al Busaidi, Minister of 
Interior, Sayyid Badr bin Hamad
Al Busaidi, Foreign Minister, Dr.

Hamad bin Said Al Aufi , Head of 
the Private Offi  ce, Abdussalam
bin Mohammed Al Murshidi,
Chairman of Oman Investment
Authority and Qais bin Moham-
med Al Yousef, Minister of Com-
merce, Industry and Investment
Promotion. May the Almighty Al-
lah protect His Majesty the Sultan
and guard him as a source of pride
for his nation!” — ONA

O M A N - U A E
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Embassy of India launches 

‘Marhaban Yoga’ in run-up to 

10th International Day of Yoga

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Embassy of India 
in Muscat launched  “Marhaban
Yoga,” a special initiative leading 
up to the 10th International Day 
of Yoga (IDY) on 21st June 2024.

The inaugural event, which in-
cluded an exclusive yoga session,
saw the participation of over 150
yoga enthusiasts from various
yoga organisations across Oman.

Celebrated annually on June
21st, the International Day of 
Yoga aims to raise awareness
about the many benefi ts of yoga 
for physical and mental well-be-
ing. It highlights yoga’s universal
appeal and its potential to con-
tribute to a healthier and more
harmonious world.

Amit Narang, Ambassador of 
India to the Sultanate of Oman,
unveiled the essence of the 10th
IDY celebration in Oman under
the theme “Health, Healing &
Harmony.”

This theme underscores the

transformative impact of yoga 
in nurturing holistic well-being.
Building on the successes of 
“Muscat Yog Mahotsav” in 2022
and the “Oman Yoga Yatra” in
2023, “Marhaban Yoga” aims
to further promote the prac-
tice of yoga in Oman as a health
discipline.

Ambassador Amit Narang em-
phasised the profound signifi -
cance of yoga, describing it as a 
journey of self-discovery and in-
ner peace.

“Yoga is the journey of the self,
through the self, to the self,” he
remarked, highlighting its signifi -

cance in promoting overall health
and harmony in daily life.

Embassy of India in Muscat is
collaborating with esteemed yoga 
organisations in Oman, such as
Art of Living, Yoga Shaala, Vyaniti
Yoga, Aasana Yoga Studio, Yoga 
City, International Yoga Profes-
sionals, Natural Path Heartful-
ness, Sahaja Yoga, Rajayoga Cen-
tre for Self Development, ISHA 
Foundation, Sanskriti Yog Group,
Yog Parivar, and Adventure Oman
for the success of “Marhaban
Yoga”, aimed at promoting yoga as
a discipline for health, harmony,
and healing. 

I N A U G U R A L  E V E N T

OQ and its partners spent $2. 82bn on 

goods, services to boost in-country-value

MUSCAT: The global integrated
energy group, OQ, and its partner
are working on enhancement of 
the socio-economic development
in Al Wusta Governorate as part
of the group’s corporate responsi-
bility (CSR).

OQ and its partners invest in
the programmes that boost the
growth and development of local
companies and contribute to cre-
ation of job opportunities for the
supply of goods and services from
the local supplier.

The group and its partners in
Al Wusta Governorate spent on
the goods and services from local
suppliers over $2. 825 billion in a 
bid to boost the in-country-value
(ICV) as part of the strategy of the
group and its partners.

The report issued by OQ 
showed that Duqm Refi nery, one
of the joint venture between the
group and Kuwait Petroleum In-
ternational spent on the services
and the goods during the phases

of the construction of the project
of Duqm Refi nery $2. 534 billion
including $475 million on the
SMEs, $1.70 billion on services
from local companies and $84
million on foreign products from
local suppliers registered in the
Sultanate of Oman besides the
supply of products of national in-
dustries to Duqm Refi nery at $265
million. 

As part of its corporate respon-
sibility, Duqm Refi nery has com-
mitted to award of 10 percent of 

the works of the project to SMEs
mainly to the establishments op-
erating in Al Wusta Governorate. 

The company executing the
three packages of the project is
also obligated to allocate 20 per-
cent of the total value of purchas-
es of the project to the goods local-
ly manufactured and the services
off ered by the local suppliers.   

Duqm Refi nery is also com-
mitted to investment in the ba-
sic structure and services that
contribute to improvement of 

the lives of the local community 
members. Duqm Refi nery has also
worked on development of the
national cadre and enhancement
of the local communities and has
spent over $5. 4 million for the fi -
nance of social projects, mainly in
the fi elds of education, health and
environment preservation.

Duqm Refi nery has adopted  
valuable initiatives and pro-
grammes for the development
of the English language for stu-
dents at the schools in Al Wusta 
Governorate.

Duqm Refi nery has also made
available 476 training scholar-
ships for employees and 186 train-
ing opportunities for the national
cadre.  

OQ has recently signed with the
Ministry of Health an agreement
for the fi nance of construction of 
an emergency and accidents unit
at the health centre in the Wilayat
of Al Duqm in Al Wusta Governo-
rate. — ONA

I N  A L  W U S T A  G O V E R N O R A T E

Seven-month programme for Omanis
She said that the sev-
en-month programme
includes four educa-
tional units and work-
shops among other

aspects.
She said that the programme

would provide the Omanis work-
ing in the private sector and en-
trepreneurs to register for the
programme through the website
of the Royal Academy of Manage-
ment. — ONA

R O Y A L  A C A D E M Y  O F  M A N A G E M E N T
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A1

Ministry of Social Development

Tender Announcement

The Internal Tender committee of Ministry of Social Development
hereby announces the following tender :-

Specialized Companies, registered with the Tender Board may obtain the Tender documents 
at the Tender Board e-tendering digital portal link (https://etendering.tenderboard.gov.om), 
on Sunday 21/4/2024

  Tender shall be submitted in compliance with the technical specifcations and terms along with 
a local bank warranty at (1%) of the tender value, valid ninety (90) days from the date of 
e-submission.

  For Inquiry, please contact through the e-tendering website (reg@tenderboard.gov.om) 
Tel. (24402200) 

www.mosd.gov.om
“ The lowest or any other tender shall not be binding to the Ministry”

Tender 
No.

Tender 
Subject

Grade
Last date for 
obtainment
 of tender 
document

Last date 
for tender 

submission

10 R.O 25 R.O

Sunday
12-5-2024
02:00 PM

Establishing a 
warehouse in 

the Department 
of Social 

Development at 
the Wilayat of 

Bidiya

Companies 
specialized in the 
field of building 
contracting + 

interior decoration 
implementation 
works registered 
with the General 
Secretariat of the 
Tender Board at 
the fourth degree

Sunday
2-6-2024
10:00 AM

167/2024

Tender Document Price 
(non-retundable)

Small and 
Medium 

companies

Local 
companies

INDIAN SCHOOL MULADHA

TENDER NOTICE

R.O 10/- 
Last date of tender submission – 28th April 2024

1. Interlock (Near Canteen)

2. Exterior Design & Painting (KG Block)

3. AMC for Air Conditioner repair & maintenance

DescriptionSl.No
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Oman claim 8 more 
medals as overall 
tally rises to 32

Times News Service 

MUSCAT: Oman’s athletes signed 
off  the track and fi eld events at the 
inaugural GCC Youth Games on a 
high on Saturday as they claimed 
fi ve more medals in Dubai, UAE.

While a gold eluded the athletes, 
the fi ve medals along with three 
medals won by the national chess 

teams helped Oman’s medals kitty 
swell to 32 on Saturday.

On the fi nal day of the athlet-
ics competition Kultham Al Jabri 
clinched a silver in shot put while 
Moayad Al Badri settled for a 
bronze medal in the 400m race.  
Azza al Hinai won bronze in the 
200m race while the boys’ and 
girls’ 4x100m relay quartet also 

won bronze medals in their re-
spective events.

While the athletes excelled in 
Dubai, the national chess players
made the Sultanate proud at the
Sharjah Cultural Chess Club.

The U14 girls’ team won a silver 
while the U18 girls’ side claimed
a bronze. The boys’ U18 matched
their girls’ counterpart as they also
won a bronze.

U17 football: Kuwait 
beat Oman
In Abu Dhabi, Oman U17 football 
team suff ered a shock 1-0 defeat 
against Kuwait at the Al Wahda 
Club’s Al Nahyan Stadium on Fri-
day night. The all-important goal 
was scored by Fawaz al Dawood 
in the 65th minute of the match. 

Kuwait now lead the table with six 
points from two wins while Oman 
has three points from their opening 
match 2-1 win against the hosts.

In another match, UAE routed 
Bahrain 6-1 to open their account 
while Bahrain remained at the bot-
tom with two defeats.

Elsewhere at the Abu Dhabi 
Marine Sports Club, Oman sailors 
competed in Optimist, ILKA4 and 
ILKA6 classes and remained in 
contention for medals on the fi nal 
day on Sunday.

The Optimist sailors had al-
ready won a gold medal in the class 
last week.

In volleyball, Oman lost their 
opening match against UAE at the 
Al Nassr Club in Dubai 15-25, 23-
25, 16-25.

National athletes bagged fi ve medals while 

chess teams also won three at the 

inaugural GCC Youth Games in the UAE

Several injured 

in Iraqi military 

base ‘bombing’
BAGHDAD: An explosion
rocked a military base in Iraq 
overnight into Saturday, news 
agencies reported, citing security 
sources.

The blast hit the Calso military 
base in Babylon province south
of the capital, Baghdad. The base
houses a coalition of pro-Iranian
armed groups.

The groups are Iraq’s Popular
Mobilisation Forces, or Hashed
al-Shaabi, AFP news agency 
cited an Interior Ministry source
and a military offi  cial as saying.

There was no immediate claim
of responsibility and US Cen-
tral Command (CENTCOM)
added that it was “not true” that
American forces had carried out
a strike.

The Interior Ministry source
said the “aerial bombing” killed
one person and wounded eight
others, while the military source
reported three Iraqi military per-
sonnel were wounded in a strike.

Hashed al-Shaabi wrote in a 
statement that an “explosion”
had infl icted “material losses”
and casualties, without specify-
ing the number of wounded.

The group confi rmed that its
premises on the military base had
been hit and that investigators
had been sent to the site.

The international community 
has voiced concerns that the war 
between Israel and Iran-backed 
Hamas is turning into a wider, re-
gional confl ict. On Friday, strikes 
blamed on Israel targeted a mili-
tary base near the city of Isfahan 
in central Iran.

The attack was likely retalia-
tion for Iran’s drone and missile 
attack on Israeli territory last 
weekend.

The blasts, notably, took place 
at a site belonging to the Popular 
Mobilisation Units (PMU), as 
per Muhannad Al-Anazi, a mem-
ber of the Security Committee in 
Babylon Governorate, south of 
Baghdad.

The investigation into the 
blasts that occurred “at the Kalsu 
military base in the Al-Mashrou 
district on the highway, north of 
the Babylon Governorate,” is un-
derway. Israeli and US offi  cials 
said neither was involved in the 
blast, a day after a military strike 
on Iran which has been attribut-
ed to Israel.

The PMU, in contrast to other 
organisations in the area, is af-
fi liated with the local administra-
tion and has strong ties to Shiite 
blocs in Iran that have dominated 
Iraqi politics for a long time, ac-
cording to CNN. — Agencies

B A B Y L O N  P R O V I N C E

How war impacts child development
NEW YORK: The world is cur-
rently experiencing its highest 
levels of violent confl ict in at least 
30 years. Along with the ongoing 
war in Ukraine and the Israel-Ha-
mas war in Gaza, there are at least 
110 armed confl icts taking place 
across Africa, Asia, Latin America 
and Europe.

Many of these wars are be-
ing fought in cities and crowded 
civilian areas. Indiscriminate 
missile and drone strikes across 
multiple war zones are aff ecting 
civilians, schools, hospitals and 
children’s shelters.

Offi  cials warn that, more than 
ever before in modern history, the 
biggest victims of these geopoliti-
cal battles are kids. UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres has re-
peatedly warned that children are 
“disproportionately” bearing the 
brunt of modern confl icts.

Some of that impact is physical. 
Many kids living in war zones are 
recruited into confl ict. Some expe-
rience sexual abuse at the hands of 
armed attackers. But even without 
direct physical abuse, children in 
areas of armed confl ict experience 
severe psychological distress.

Children in cities in Ukraine’s 
frontline areas, for example, have 
spent between 3,000 and 5,000 
hours — equivalent to between 
four to seven months — sheltering 
underground since Russia’s inva-
sion two years ago.

“The combination of fear, grief 
and separation from loved ones is 
having a massive impact on chil-
dren as the war drags on. Forty 

percent of kids are not attending 
in-person school,” Leah James, a 
mental health support specialist 
at the United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF), told DW. “The 
consequences are just massive.”

The result is likely to be dispro-
portionately high levels of mental 
and psychiatric health issues for 
millions of people in the future, 
experts say.

In Ukraine, a confl ict under 
close monitoring, psychosocial 
workers are concerned the pro-
tracted nature of the Russia-
Ukraine war is causing severe de-
velopmental delays in children.

Christoph Anacker, a neurosci-
entist at Columbia University in 
the US, told DW the science bears 
that concern out.

“Early life stressors can cause 
specifi c abnormalities in the de-
velopment and neural circuit 
function in adulthood, particu-
larly those involved with stress 
responses,” he said.

Anacker explained that trau-
ma in early childhood changes 
stress and fear responses in the 

amygdala, “priming” the brain to 
be more susceptible to stress in 
adulthood. Stress hormones are 
often released more frequently in 
response to stressors among peo-
ple who experienced adversity in 
childhood than those who didn’t, 
he said.

Kids who experience this face 
an increased risk of anxiety and 
depression disorders and Alz-
heimer’s disease later in life, he 
explained.

Although PTSD will always be a 
concern for individuals experienc-
ing war, whether they are a child 
or adult, overall “the adult brain is 
much more resilient to stressors 
because it’s less plastic,” he said.

In childhood, the brain goes 
through so-called sensitive peri-
ods of development. Overstimu-
lation due to grief or anxiety of 
being shelled or deprivation of 
inputs during these periods, like 
separation from family or a lack of 
social and emotional stimulation, 
can essentially rewire the brain, 
Anacker said.

“There are no effective ways 

to reverse the effects of child-
hood trauma when we are
adults,” he said.

That’s why it’s so important, he
explained, to minimise the expo-
sure of stressors to children when
they are in this sensitive period of 
development.

James said UNICEF has been
working to reduce the long-term
eff ects of early life stressors for
children growing up in Ukraine.

“Some of the interventions we
do are simple — ensuring kids have
a safe space to play and connect
with others, teachnig basic coping 
skills to help deal with grief and
separation,” said James. “But a lot
of it is about supporting caregiv-
ers so they can act as positive role
models for kids. Being a caregiver
in wartime is incredibly diffi  cult.
Relieving their stress impacts
their children too.”

James said the programs have
been particularly helpful for
identifying children and families
who might need more hands-on
assistance.

However children in confl icts
in other regions are not getting the
same support, UNICEF spokes-
person Joe English told DW. Eng-
lish explained that “Given the scale
of the need in confl icts around the
world, and the chronic and critical
under-funding of humanitarian
appeals in general and child pro-
tection more specifi cally, many 
children are not able to access the
support they may require.” — DW

A R M E D  C O N F L I C T S

Full story @ timesofoman.com/world

Deaths rising 
sharply as gangs 
vie for power: UN
PORT-AU-PRINCE: Gang vio-
lence led to 1,660 deaths and 850
injuries in the fi rst three months
of 2024 in Haiti, a UN report said
on Friday.

That’s a more than 50% in-
crease on the previous quarter’s
fi gures, when the BINUH (or
United Nations Integrated Offi  ce
in Haiti) reported 1,104 deaths
and 532 injuries.

Almost four in every fi ve of 
the deaths or injuries (79%) took
place in the lawless capital Port-
au-Prince, as authorities struggle
to retain control.

The report warned that recent
months had also been character-
ized by more frequent and more
organized gang attacks targeting 
government or law enforcement
facilities.

It noted the major prison
breaks orchestrated by Port-au-
Prince gangs when “more than
4,600 inmates escaped from the
two main prisons in the capital,”
and also said that at least 22 po-
lice facilities had been looted or
set on fi re, with 19 police offi  cers
killed or injured during the fi rst
three months of the year.

Haiti had long been plagued by 
gang violence with a weak gov-
ernment in only partial control of 
the country and particularly the
capital Port-au-Prince.

But it descended into even

more unrest in February when a 
group of gangs joined forces and 
said they wanted to oust the un-
elected government.

Prime Minister Ariel Henry 
soon said, under increasing in-
ternational pressure, that he 
would step down. Establishing a 
transitional council to usher in 
elections turned into a long and 
drawn out process that was only 
completed last week.

A potential new govern-
ment or election date remains 
elusive, with no votes in Haiti 
since November 2016, almost 
two months after Henry said he 
would step aside.

The gangs’ opposition to Hen-
ry’s government had also coin-
cided with growing popular dis-
satisfaction with and protests 
against the unelected leader’s 
period in power since the assas-
sination of former President Jo-
venel Moise in July 2021. Henry 
had argued during his tenure 
that the security situation was 
so poor that elections were not 
possible. — DW

H A I T I
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Anti-junta rebellion enters new stage in Myanmar

NAYPYIDAW: Myanmar’s mili-
tary is stretched thin and facing 
multiple defeats across the coun-
try, analysts have told DW, after a 
crucial town near the Thai border 
fell to pro-democracy forces.

The town of Myawaddy was 
captured by the Karen National 
Liberation Army, the armed rebel 
wing of the Karen National Union 
(KNU), part of Myanmar’s broad 
anti-junta alliance.

The loss of Myawaddy is per-
ceived as both a symbolic and 
economic defeat for the military 
regime. The battle saw the KNU 
and its allies force the surrender of 
over 600 soldiers and their family 
members.

At the same time, Myawaddy is 
vital to trade between Thailand 
and Myanmar, with billions of dol-
lars worth of goods crossing the 
border each year.

Rebels are also pressuring forc-
es controlled by the junta’s State 
Administration Council (SAC) in 
other parts of Myanmar.

“On the ground the SAC is in 
retreat in multiple locations, in 
Kachin, Arakan, and Karenni and 
Shan,” independent Myanmar 
analyst David Scott Mathieson 
told DW.

Protests against the
military coup
The protests against the military 
coup in February 2021 fi rst esca-
lated into an armed insurgency 
and then a full-blown civil war 
as various political and ethnic 
groups in Myanmar took up arms 
against the junta.

In October 2023, an alliance of 
opposition forces launched a large 
off ensive in Myanmar’s northern 
Shan state. Dubbed “Operation 
1027,” for the date it was launched, 
the counterattack saw the cap-
ture of dozens of townships and 
hundreds of junta-held posts. The 
off ensive has lent momentum 
to other opposition groups, with 

fi ghting escalating nationwide.
Zachary Abuza, a professor 

at the National War College in 
Washington who focuses on 
Southeast Asia politics and secu-
rity, said the multiple battles are 
stretching the junta.

“Opposition forces are fi ghting 
across eight distinct battle zones 
across the country. It’s not that 
any one group is that strong or 
sophisticated, but the military is 
spread thin, unable to divide and 
conquer,” Abuza told DW. “That 
has allowed the Kachin Inde-
pendence Army (KIA), AA, KNU, 
and other ethnic groups to make 
signifi cant territorial gains. The 
military has [been] signifi cantly 
attritted and there have been sig-
nifi cant breakdowns in logistics, 
which make rapid troop rede-
ployment and resupply very dif-
fi cult,” he said.

“The military has not been 
able to recapture any signifi cant 
amounts of territory that it has 
lost since Operation 1027 began, 
though they have focused their 
eff orts in the Bamar heartland of 
Sagaing and Magwe. That remains 
their priority; the ethnic regions 
are secondary,” Abuza added.

In Rakhine, the Arakan Army 
(AA), the armed wing of the Unit-

ed League of Arakan ethnic group, 
has made gains after a previous 
cease-fi re agreement ended in 
November. The AA have captured 
at least six townships in the state 
and continue to fi ght for more 
territory.

Even before the fall of Myawad-
dy, rebels controlled over 60% of the 
country, according Myanmar’s Na-
tional Unity Government (NUG), 
the anti-junta organization, which 
claims to be Myanmar’s legitimate 
administration.

And this is likely to increase if 
the rebels take the fi ghting to ur-
ban areas previously unscathed 
by the confl ict. This month, they 
launched rocket and drone attacks 
on Naypyidaw, Myanmar’s heav-
ily fortifi ed capital, hitting a junta 
base near the city’s airport.

“Attacks in Naypyidaw are 
meant to show that there is no 
place where the generals are safe. I 
think it will be important for oppo-
sition forces to increase the num-
ber of attacks in urban areas,” said 
Abuza.

With the confl ict putting the 
military on the backfoot, the junta 
is scrambling to boost its ranks 
and armed personnel. It has re-
cently reintroduced conscription, 
which will see men and women 

called up into the military for at
least two years. Out of a population
of 56 million, 14 million qualify for
military service.

The military aims to draft 
60,000 new recruits a year, and 
5,000 by the end of April. This 
potential infl ux, together with 
the junta’s signifi cant fi repower, 
means that the regime is not out of 
the fi ght yet.

“The military has a large coun-
try to retreat into, with a network 
of bases and arms production. 
They may be losing but this doesn’t 
indicate they’re fi nished just yet. 
This is a regime that has always 
seen scorched earth tactics as or-
dinary behavior, not an extreme 
measure.” Mathieson said.

Padoh Saw Taw Nee, a spokes-
person for the KNU rebel faction, 
admitted being wary of the mili-
tary response expected to come 
after the capture of Myawaddy.

“We need to be very concerned 
from SAC side. Whenever they 
have lost like that, usually they 
make a heavy retaliation with 
the airstrikes. They always say 
that, whenever you take a place, it 
doesn’t matter — we just have to 
destroy the place so you can’t set 
up your administration.”

— DW

T O W N  O F  M Y A W A D D Y  C A P T U R E D

Israeli occupation forces detain 
30 Palestinians in West Bank 

RAMALLAH: The Israeli occu-
pation forces Friday and Saturday 
detained 30 Palestinians from
various parts of the West Bank,
according to the Prisoners’ Aff airs
Commission and the Palestinian
Prisoner’s Society.

They said that the occupation
forces rounded up 30 people in

multiple raids across the West
Bank. Among the detainees, they 
added, were three women, who
were rounded up from Jerusalem
and released afterwards, and half 
of the detainees are residents of 
the Nur Shams refugee camp.

They added that the detention
raids were concentrated in the Nur
Shams refugee camp, which is still
subject to an ongoing off ensive
while pointing out that among the
15 people detained from the camp
were minor and injured people.

Two of the 30 detainees were
identifi ed as a former prisoner
from Kafr ad-Dik town, west of 
the city of Salfi t, and another from

Deir Ballut town.
According to the Prisoners’ Af-

fairs Commission and the Pales-
tinian Prisoner’s Society, the occu-
pation forces have detained some 
8,340 Palestinians since October 
7, 2023. Such prisoners were de-
tained from their houses, at check-
points, were forced to turn them-
selves in or were held as hostages.

The occupation forces frequent-
ly raid Palestinian houses almost 
on a daily basis across the West 
Bank on the pretext of searching 
for “wanted” Palestinians, trigger-
ing clashes with residents.

These raids are conducted with 
no need for a search warrant, 

whenever and wherever the mili-
tary chooses in keeping with its 
sweeping arbitrary powers.

Under Israeli military law army 
commanders have full executive, 
legislative and judicial authority 
over 3 million Palestinians living 
in the West Bank. Palestinians 
have no say in how this authority 
is exercised.

According to the latest fi gures 
from Addameer, the Palestin-
ian Prisoner Support and Human 
Rights Association, there are cur-
rently 9,500 Palestinian political 
prisoners in Israeli prisons and 
detention centres, including 200 
child prisoners and 80 female 

prisoners. This number includes 
approximately 3,660 Palestin-
ians placed under “administra-
tive detention”, which allows the 
detention of Palestinians without 
charge or trial for renewable inter-
vals ranging between three and six 
months based on undisclosed evi-
dence that even a detainee’s lawyer 
is barred from viewing.

The mass arrest of Palestinians 
is nothing new. According to a 
2017 report by Addameer, over the 
past 50 years, more than 800,000 
Palestinians have been impris-
oned or detained by Israel, this 
fi gure is now believed to be closer 
to 1 million. This means that about 
40% of Palestinian men and boys 
living under military occupation 
have been deprived of their free-
dom. Almost every Palestinian 
family has suff ered the imprison-
ment of a loved one.

11 Palestinians injured
The Israeli occupation forces 
injured 11 Palestinians and de-
tained others in the course of the 
large-scale off ensive in Nur Shams 
refugee camp, east of the occupied 
West Bank city of Tulkarm, ac-
cording to the Health Ministry.

It confi rmed that 11 injuries 
were admitted to the Thabet Tha-
bet Government Hospital; seven 

people who sustained live ammu-
nition injuries in addition to four
others, who sustained injuries as a 
result of being beaten by the Israeli
troops.

The injuries were described as 
being light to moderate.

The Ministry also confi rmed
its medical crews were informed
there was an unidentifi ed number
of Palestinian fatalities and inju-
ries in the camp, which remains
besieged by the military, which
continues to prevent ambulance
crews from reaching them.

The ongong large-scale off en-
sive has resulted in the killing 
of two Palestinians, including 
15-year-old Qais Fathi Nasrallah,
while eyewitnesses from inside
the camp said that fi ve people were
killed by Israeli army gunfi re.

The bodies of the fatalities con-
tinue to be withheld by the army.

Earlier on Saturday, the Pales-
tine Red Crescent Society (PRCS)
said its crews managed to evacuate
seven casualties from the camp to
a nearby hospital.

It added that Israeli soldiers ob-
structed PRCS emergency ambu-
lance crews from helping injured
people in the camp, forced the
casualties out of ambulances and
inspected their identity cards.

— WAFA
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‘India’s national election is Maha Kumbh Mela of Democracy’

VIRGINIA: Congratulating the 
people of India, American dip-
lomat, and the President of US-
India Business Council (USIBC), 
Atul Keshap has said that the 
country’s national election is the 
Maha Kumbh Mela of Democracy.

Heartiest congratulations
In a post on X, Keshap posted a 
picture of the Indian tricolour and 
wrote, “Heartiest congratulations 
to the great people of India as they 
begin the largest exercise of elec-
toral choice in the entire history of 
our species.”

“With 970 million eligible vot-
ers and 1.2 million polling places, 
India’s national election is the 
Maha Kumbh Mela of Democra-
cy,” he added.

The world’s largest democratic 

exercise kicked off  in the coun-
try on Friday, with the fi rst phase
of polling in 102 constituen-
cies across 21 states and Union
Territories.

This Lok Sabha election, being 
held from April 19 to June 1, is
set to be the second longest poll-
ing exercise in the country’s elec-
toral history after the fi rst general
election, which was held over fi ve
months between September 1951
and February 1952.

Vote counting on June 4 
The last general elections in 2019
were also held in seven phases.
Vote counting will be done on
June 4.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
is seeking his third consecutive
term, while the opposition bloc-

INDIA- a coalition of opposing 
parties formed to take on the BJP
in the general elections, is looking 
to oust him from power.

The fi rst phase
Those voting in the fi rst phase in-
clude seats in Arunachal Pradesh,
Assam, Bihar, Chhatisgarh, Mad-
hya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Ma-
nipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Na-
galand, Rajasthan, Sikkim, Tamil
Nadu, Tripura, Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, West Bengal, Anda-
man and Nicobar Islands, Jammu
and Kashmir, Lakshadweep, and
Puducherry.

The second phase will be held
on April 26 and the remaining 
phases will be May 7, May 13, May 
20, May 25 and June 1 accord-
ingly. — ANI

U S  D I P L O M A T 

Cannes Film 

Festival 2024

poster unveiled

WASHINGTON: The Cannes
Film Festival has unveiled the of-
fi cial poster for its 77th edition.

The poster features a scene from
‘Rhapsody in August’, a Japanese
classic by the late Akira Kurosawa,
which premiered out of competi-
tion in Cannes in 1991, according 
to The Hollywood Reporter.

In Kurosawa’s last picture as
a fi lmmaker, a grandmother who
was a victim of the Nagasaki bomb-
ing passes on her trust in love and
integrity against war to her grand-
kids and American nephew. The
poster fi ts very well with the Japa-
nese motif that is emerging during 
this year’s Cannes festival. — ANI

7 7 T H  E D I T I O N

North Korea says it 

tested ‘super-large’ 

cruise missile warhead

PYONGYANG: North Korea’s 
KCNA news agency said on Sat-
urday the country conducted a 
“super large” cruise missile war-
head test along with a launch of 
its new anti-aircraft missile in 
the West Sea of Korea. 

Pyongyang tested the 
“Hwasal-1 Ra-3” strategic cruise 
missile, and the new “Pyoljji-1-2” 
aircraft missile on Friday, the 
North Korean government said.

KCNA said the tests were 
not related to the “surrounding 
situation.”

“Both tests were part of the 
regular activities of the adminis-
tration and its affi  liated defense 
science institutes for the rapid 
development of technologies in 
various aspects such as tactical 
and technical performance and 
operation of new-type weapon 
systems,” KCNA reported.

The agency released photos 
which showed at least two mis-
siles being fi red from launcher 
trucks. North Korea had reported 
conducting similar tests in Feb-
ruary, but had not specifi ed the 
names of the missiles.

The strategic cruise missile is 
said to be designed to carry a nu-
clear warhead.

The test was not reported by 
South Korea, Japan or the US, 
which often detect such large 
tests.

North Korea’s international 
relations
Pyongyang has ramped up weap-
ons tests in recent times, as ten-
sions between Seoul and Wash-
ington have risen. In response, 
the US and South Korea have also 
increased their military drills in 
the region.

North Korea has several ballis-
tic missiles, including interconti-
nental ones which are directed at 
the continental US. North Korea 
also has a growing cruise missile 
collection.

North Korea’s Kim Jong Un 
and Russian President Vladimir 
Putin are close allies with deep-
ening ties. Pyongyang could ben-
efi t from military cooperation 
with Moscow, especially in re-
gards to its anti-aircraft missile 
technology, analysts say. — DW

K C N A  N E W S  A G E N C Y
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Oman on the brink of history

MUSCAT: Oman cricketers stand 
on the verge of making history as a 
victory on Sunday against the UAE 
in the fi nal of 2024 ACC Men’s Pre-
mier Cup T20I will secure Duleep 
Mendis’ men a maiden berth in the 
coveted 2025 ACC Asia Cup. The 
fi nal will begin at the Oman Crick-
et Academy ground at 2.30pm.

Oman aim to extend their im-
pressive winning streak in the 
ongoing tournament, having tri-
umphed in all fi ve of their previous 
matches. However, they remain 
cautious of their neighbours, who 
boast previous experience in qual-
ifying for the T20I Asia Cup back 
in 2016.

Earlier, hosts Oman and UAE 
recorded contrasting victories 
in the semi-fi nals played at the 
Oman Cricket Academy ground on 
Friday.

Oman rode on all-rounder Aqib 
Ilyas’ brilliance, who hit a respon-
sible unbeaten half-century and 
bagged three wickets, to defeat 
Hong Kong by fi ve wickets in the 
second semi-fi nal while UAE up-
set favourites Nepal earlier in the 
morning by six wickets.

The victories also assured Oman 
and the UAE a spot in the 2024 
ACC Emerging Teams Asia Cup, 
scheduled to be held in November-
December in Sri Lanka.

On Saturday, Hong Kong de-
feated Nepal by four wickets in 
the third place playoff  match to 
seal the third and fi nal spot in the 
Emerging Teams Asia Cup.

The winner of Sunday’s title 
clash will join continental power-
houses India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, 
Afghanistan, and Bangladesh in 
the third edition of the Asia Cup in 
2025.

On Friday, chasing 131 to win 

after Hong Kong were restricted 
to 130/9, Oman had a disastrous 
start with opener Kashyap Praja-
pati caught behind off  the fi rst ball 
from Ayush Shukla and Naseem 
Khushi back in the hut in the next 
over after a four-ball 10 with a six 
and a boundary.

At 19/2, Ilyas and Pratik 
Athavale stopped the slide with a 
23-run stand before the latter de-
parted for 11 and the hosts strug-
gled at 42/3. Skipper Zeeshan 

Maqsood and Ilyas saw through 
the powerplay overs without any 
further damage and Oman’s 50 
came off  in 6.4 overs as the duo 
counter-attacked before Oman’s 
captain departed after a 23-run 
stand in the ninth over, the second 
wicket for Aizaz Khan.

With the match swinging like a 
pendulum and Oman 67/4, Ilyas 
and Ayaan Khan stitched a 26-ball 
stand cautiously before Ayaan be-
came Aizaz’s third victim. Oman 

needed 40 with fi ve wickets in 
hand in 30 balls and a lot was on 
the shoulders of Ilyas who along 
with Khalid Kail got Oman past 
100 in 16.2 overs.

Ilyas reached his deserving half-
century off  47 balls that included 
just two boundaries and a six. The 
pair batted sensibly to set a thrill-
ing fi nish with Oman needing nine 
off  the last over and Ilyas with Kail 
at the crease.

Ayush Shukla was handed the 

responsibility to defend eight 
runs but Ilyas blasted a huge six 
off  the fi rst ball to bring the equa-
tion down to three off  fi ve balls and 
wrapped up an exciting fi nish with 
a boundary off  the next ball for a 
fi ve-wicket win with four balls 
remaining.

Ilyas stayed unbeaten on 62 off  
51 balls with three boundaries and 
a six to deservedly earn him the 
player of the match award for his 
all-round display, having earlier 

picked three wickets. Kail was un-
beaten on 16.

Earlier, Zeeshan Ali and Babar 
Hayat made crucial contributions 
to help Hong Kong reach 130/9 
with both batters out in 30s. Ilyas’ 
double strike in an over including 
the key wicket of skipper Nizakat 
Khan (19) in the ninth over was 
the turning point with the score at 
59/4 after the team sped to 52/2 in 
powerplay. Ilyas also claimed the 
prize wicket of Hayat, who was 
stumped by Athavale for 33 off  37 
balls.

Bilal Khan and Fayyaz Butt then 
dismissed the tailenders with Zee-
shan unbeaten on 25-ball 36.

Ilyas and Bilal took three wick-
ets apiece while Maqsood, Kalee-
mullah and Butt picked a wicket 
each.

UAE down Nepal
On Friday morning, United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) claimed a six-
wicket victory over Nepal in the 
fi rst semi-fi nal.

Nepal, batting fi rst, went into 
the match as favourites, being un-
beaten with four successive wins. 
They struggled to build momen-
tum and were restricted to just 
119/ 9. Their innings was ham-
pered by tight bowling from the 
UAE, particularly Junaid Siddique 
and Ali Naseer, who took crucial 
wickets early on. Sundeep Jora 
was a lone bright spot for Nepal, 
scoring a resilient 50 from 40 balls.

In response, UAE chased down 
the target comfortably, fi nishing at 
123 for 4 in just 17.2 overs. Alishan 
Sharafu scored an unbeaten 55, 
steering his team with a composed 
innings. Despite some initial wob-
bles, UAE’s middle order managed 
to overcome Nepal’s bowling, led 
by Gulsan Jha who picked up two 
wickets.
Brief scores (Semi-fi nals): Hong 
Kong 130/9 (Zeeshan Ali 36*, Ba-
bar Hayat 33; Bilal Khan 3/36, Aqib 
Ilyas 3/14) lost to Oman 132/5 in 
19.2 overs (Aqib Ilyas 62*, Khalid 
Kail 16*; Aizaz Khan 3/16).
Nepal 119/9 (Sundeep Jora 50; 
Junaid Siddique 2/26, Ali Naseer 
2/28, Basil Hameed 2/4) lost to 
UAE 123/4 in 17.2 overs (Alishan 
Sharafu 55*, Vishnu Sukumaran 
28; Gulshan Jha 2/21).
Third place match (Saturday): 
Nepal 139/8 (Dipendra Singh 
Airee 44*, Sundeep Jora 22; Ayush 
Shukla 3/17) lost to Hong Kong 
140/6 in 19.3 overs (Anshy Rath 
65*, Babar Hayat 26; Sompal Kami 
3/33, Dipendra Singh Airee 2/27).

Hosts meet UAE in 

the fi nal of 2024 ACC

Men’s T20I Premier 

Cup today with a 

victory securing

Duleep Mendis’ men 

maiden berth in the

Asia Cup event
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PET INDUSTRY SHOW
The second edition of the region’s
pioneering pet industry show, Pet World 
Arabia, is all set to open its doors from 
April 22-23 at the Dubai International 
Convention & Exhibition Centre in the 
backdrop of the continuing surge in 
Middle East and Africa pet food industry,
poised to grow over $6 billion by 2028.

NET PROFITS OF FIRMS
The net profi ts of public joint stock 
companies listed on the Muscat Stock 
Exchange rose in the fi rst quarter of this 
year to OMR212.7 million, compared to 
OMR187.3 million in the same period last 
year, recording a growth of 13.5 percent.

Omani rial effective exchange 
rate index rises by 3.1%

MUSCAT: The eff ective exchange
rate index for the Omani rial at the
end of January 2024 rose by 3.1
percent to reach 116 points.

Preliminary statistics issued by 
the National Centre for Statistics
and Information (NCSI) showed
that local liquidity (M2) in the
Sultanate of Oman increased by 14
percent at the end of January 2024
to record OMR23.37 billion.

The data further indicated a 

decrease in the total cash issued 
by 1.6 percent, reaching OMR1.57 
billion at the end of January 2024 
compared to OMR1.60 billion at 
the end of January 2023.

On the other hand, the narrow 
money supply (M1), which con-
sists of the total cash outside the 
banking system, in addition to cur-
rent accounts and demand depos-
its in the local currency, increased 
by 9.2 percent, reaching OMR6.90 
billion at the end of January 2024, 

compared to OMR5.57 billion by 
the end of January 2023.

The total foreign assets of the 
Central Bank of Oman (CBO) in-
creased by 7.8 percent, reaching 
OMR6.74 billion at the end of Jan-
uary 2024 compared to OMR6.25 
billion at the end of January 2023.

Private sector deposits in com-
mercial banks and Islamic win-
dows increased by 11.6 percent 
to OMR19.55 billion at the end 
of January 2024 compared to 

OMR17.53 billion at the end of 
January 2023.

Total loans and fi nancing in 
commercial banks and Islamic 
windows at the end of January 
2024 increased by 3.8 percent to 
reach OMR30.48 billion, com-
pared to OMR29.35 billion at the 
end of January 2023.

The average interest rate on to-
tal loans increased by 4.5 percent, 
reaching 5.546 percent at the end 
of January 2024. - ONA
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MUSCAT: The total assets 
of Islamic banks and win-
dows increased by 16.3 per-
cent reaching about OMR7.5 
billion by the end of January 
2024. 

This represents 17.6 per-
cent of the total assets of the 
banking sector in the Sul-
tanate of Oman.

Data issued by the Cen-

tral Bank of Oman (CBO)
showed that the total bal-
ance of fi nancing granted by 
the Islamic banking sector
increased by 12.7 percent to
reach about OMR6.2 billion.
Deposits at Islamic banks
and windows also recorded
an increase of 14.9 percent,
reaching about OMR5.6 bil-
lion. - ONA

Oman’s Islamic banking sector 
assets reach OMR7.5 billion

Infl ation rate in Oman touches 0.2% 
MUSCAT: The infl ation rate in 
the Sultanate of Oman increased 
by 0.2 percent in March 2024 com-
pared to the same month in 2023, 
according to data on consumer 
price index numbers in the Sultan-
ate of Oman issued by the National 
Centre for Statistics and Informa-
tion (NCSI).

The data indicated an increase 
in the prices of the food and non-
alcoholic beverages groups by 3.4 
percent, the miscellaneous per-
sonal goods and services group by 
2.9 percent, the culture and enter-
tainment group by 0.4 percent, the 
tobacco group by 2.4 percent, and 
the clothing and footwear group by 
0.1 percent.

On the other hand, the prices of 
the transportation group decreased 
by 4.6 percent, the restaurants and 
hotels group by 0.1 percent, the 
furniture, fi xtures and household 
equipment group and regular home 
maintenance by 0.3 percent, the 
communications group by 0.3 per-
cent, and the education group by 0.4 
percent, while the prices of the rest 
of the groups remained stable.

In the food and non-alcoholic 
beverages group, the prices of the 
fruits group increased by 0.7 per-
cent, the milk, cheese, and eggs 
group increased by 3.9 percent, 
the sugar, jam, honey, and sweets 
group increased by 1.7 percent, the 
oils and fats group increased by 
2.0 percent, the bread and cereals 
group 1.2 percent, the food group 
3.6 percent, the vegetables group 
16.2 percent, and the meat group 

2.3 percent and fi sh 2.8 percent.
The North Al Sharqiyah Gover-

norate recorded the highest rate of 
increase in infl ation at the end of 
March 2024 compared to the same 
period of the previous year, as the 
index rose 1.3 percent. Infl ation rate 

also rose 1.1 percent in the Al Wusta 
Governorate and 1.0 percent in the 
North Al Batinah Governorate. 
The infl ation rate increased by 0.8 
percent in the South Al Sharqiyah 
Governorate, 0.6 percent in each of 
the South Al Batinah, Musandam, 

and Al Dhahirah Governorates, and 
0.4 percent in each of the Buraimi 
and Dhofar Governorates, while 
the infl ation rate decreased by 0.4 
percent in the Muscat Governorate 
and 0.3 percent in the Al Dakhiliyah
Governorate. -ONA

I N  M A R C H

Electricity production 

increases by 14.1%

MUSCAT: The Sultanate of 
Oman’s total electricity genera-
tion recorded an increase of 14.1 
percent to reach 2,609.3 giga-
watts per hour by the end of Jan-
uary 2024, compared to 2,287.2 
gigawatts per hour during the 
same period last year.

Statistics issued by the Na-
tional Centre for Statistics and 
Information (NCSI) showed that 
the governorates of North and 
South Al Batinah and Al Dhahi-
rah recorded a total generation of 
1,660.1 gigawatts per hour until 
the end of January 2024.

Total production in Muscat 
Governorate decreased by 114.3 
percent until the end of January 
2024, reaching 1.7 gigawatts per 
hour, and in Dhofar Governorate, 
it fell by 2.0 percent, reaching 
297.2 gigawatts per hour.

The total electricity generation 
in the North and South Al Shar-

qiyah Governorates increased
by 30.5 percent until the end of 
January 2024, reaching 627.9
gigawatts per hour, while the to-
tal generation in the Al Wusta 
Governorate decreased by 93.5
percent, reaching 1.4 gigawatts
per hour. In the Musandam
Governorate, the total electric-
ity generation increased by 14.2
percent, recording 24.4 gigawatts
per hour.

Statistics indicated that
Oman’s net electricity generation
until the end of January 2024 in-
creased by 17.7 percent to reach
2,608.2 gigawatts per hour.

On the other hand, statistics
showed that the total amount of 
water produced in Oman increased
by 1.8 percent to reach about 42.18
million cubic metres by the end of 
January 2024, compared to 41.42
million cubic metres in the same
period in 2023. - ONA

N C S I  D A T A

Oman’s natural gas production 

and imports increase by 3.6%

MUSCAT: The total domestic
production and import of the Sul-
tanate of Oman of natural gas de-
creased by 2 per cent and reached
8.38 billion cubic metres by the
end of February 2024 compared to
8.55 billion cubic metres during a 
similar period of the previous year.

Statistics showed that indus-

trial projects accounted for 68.2
percent of natural gas uses in the
Sultanate of Oman until the end of 
February 2024, where uses for in-
dustrial projects amounted to 5.72
billion cubic metres.

The total use of natural gas for
oil fi elds reached 1.52 billion cubic
metres, for power generation sta-

tions 1.98 billion cubic metres, and
for the industrial sector 43.60 mil-
lion cubic metres.

It is noteworthy that the non-
associated production of natural
gas, including imports, amounted
to 6.71 billion cubic metres, while
the associated production reached
1.67 billion cubic metres. - ONA

S T A T I S T I C S

Global economic growth set to 

slow to 2.6% in 2024: UNCTAD

GENEVA: UN Trade and De-
velopment (UNCTAD) forecasts 
global economic growth to slow to 
2.6% in 2024, just above the 2.5% 
threshold commonly associated 
with a recession.

This marks the third consecu-
tive year of growth below the pre-
pandemic rate, which averaged 
3.2% between 2015 and 2019.

A UN Trade and Development 
report warns that the prevailing 
focus on infl ation overshadows 
urgent issues like trade disrup-
tions, climate change and rising 
inequalities.

It calls for structural reforms 
and coordinated global eff orts, 
proposing a comprehensive strat-
egy that includes both supply-side 
policies to boost investment and 

demand-side measures to im-
prove employment and income.

Regional economic outlooks: 
The report highlights an uneven
post-pandemic recovery.

Africa: Projected to grow at 
3.0% in 2024, up slightly from
2.9% in 2023. Armed confl icts and
climate impacts pose signifi cant
challenges in several countries.
The continent’s largest econo-
mies – Nigeria, Egypt and South
Africa – are underperforming, af-
fecting overall prospects.

South America: Economic 
growth is slowing, with Brazil ex-
pected to grow at 2.1%, hampered
by external pressures and com-
modity dependence. Argentina fac-
es a 3.7% contraction due to infl a-
tion and complex debt negotiations.

North America: Growth re-
mains relatively resilient, though 
challenges continue. The United 
States is expected to grow at 2.0%, 
refl ecting concerns over high 
household debt levels.

Asia: China targets around 5% 
growth in 2024, capitalizing on 
robust manufacturing and trade. 
India’s economy is buoyed by 
strong public investment and 
service sector growth, with a fore-
casted expansion of 6.5% in 2024. 
Japan is expected to grow at 1.0% 
amid export demand challenges.

Europe: Major economies ex-
perience economic slowdowns, 
with France, Germany, and Italy 
projecting growth of 1.3%, 0.9%, 
and 0.8%, respectively, due to in-
dustrial and fi scal challenges. -WAM

F O R E C A S T S
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MARKET

Profits of Oman’s listed firms
surge by 13.5% to OMR212.7mn

MUSCAT: The net profi ts of pub-
lic joint stock companies listed 
on the Muscat Stock Exchange 
(MSX) rose in the fi rst quarter of 
this year to OMR212.7 million, 
compared to OMR187.3 million in 
the same period last year, record-
ing a growth of 13.5 percent.

The preliminary fi nancial state-
ments announced by the com-
panies on the Muscat Stock Ex-
change website showed that the 
fi nancial results of most compa-
nies improved, and 5 companies 
moved from losses to profi ts, while 
fi ve other companies moved from 
profi ts to losses. The losses re-
corded in the fi rst quarter of this 

year decreased to OMR17.8 mil-
lion compared to losses amounting 
to OMR19.3 million in the same
period last year.

Most of the leading companies
announced their preliminary fi -
nancial results, with the exception
of Omantel, which is awaiting the
fi nancial results of the Kuwaiti
Zain Group. The fi nancial results
that were announced until the end
of last week showed that 67 com-
panies recorded profi ts during the
fi rst quarter of this year, while 24
companies recorded losses.

The winning companies were
distributed across various sectors.
In the fi nancial sector, 25 compa-
nies recorded profi ts, in the servic-
es sector, 21 companies recorded
profi ts, in the industrial sector, 18
companies recorded profi ts, and in
the funds sector, 3 funds recorded
profi ts.

On the other hand, losses were

concentrated in the industrial
sector with 12 companies, the ser-
vices sector with seven companies
and the fi nancial sector with fi ve
companies.

The banks listed on the Muscat
Stock Exchange were able to raise
their total net profi ts in the fi rst
quarter of this year to OMR124.5
million compared to OMR106.3
million in the same period last
year, recording an increase of 
17 percent. All banks recorded
growth in their profi ts, and Bank
Muscat ranked fi rst. Among the
banks with the highest profi ts,
Sohar International Bank ranked
second, National Bank of Oman
came third, Bank Dhofar fourth,
and National Bank ranked fi fth
with profi ts of OMR8.6 million.
Oman Arab Bank ranked sixth
with profi ts of OMR6.4 million
and Bank Nizwa reported profi ts
of OMR3.8 million. - ONA

The preliminary

fi nancial statements

announced by

the companies on

the Muscat Stock 

Exchange website

showed that the

fi nancial results of

most companies

improved

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Omani stock 
market posted positive gains 
for the third consecutive week, 
with the main index rising by 
0.43 percent, according to an 
industry expert.

“Despite geopolitical ten-
sions and falling oil prices, the
market managed to maintain 
its upward trajectory, bolstered
by the ongoing fi rst-quarter 
earnings results for this year,”
Daniel Takieddine, CEO 
MENA at BDSwiss, said.

This week, the fi nancial
sector experienced positive
momentum, advancing by 
0.62 percent following several 
upbeat earnings announce-
ments from banks, which 
indicated robust activity in 
the sector for the quarter.
Sohar International was a 
standout, its stock climbing 
by 9.82 percent after report-
ing an 89 percent increase in
fi rst-quarter profi ts, making it 
one of the most actively traded 
stocks. Additionally, Global
Financial Investment Holding 
saw a signifi cant rise of 10.94
percent after posting a more
than 80 percent profi t increase 

for the quarter. Oman Emir-
ates Holding also contributed
to the sector’s gains with a 2.35 
percent increase following a 
107 percent profi t surge in the
fi rst quarter.

Conversely, the industrial
sector faced challenges, declin-
ing by 1.91 percent. Al Anwar
Ceramic fell by 9 percent after 
reporting an 81 percent decline
in net profi ts for the quar-
ter, while Al Maha Ceramic
dropped by 8.88 percent after
recording a net loss. Galfar
Engineering and Contracting 
also suff ered, decreasing by 
11.84 percent after a 54 percent 

decline in net profi ts.
The services sector also

experienced a downturn, drop-
ping by 1.38 percent. Ooredoo’s 
shares declined by 2.61 percent
after only a marginal profi t 
increase of one percent for
the quarter. Oman Telecom 
was down by 1.04 percent.
Both Al Suwadi Power and Al 
Batinah Power saw declines of 
1.20 percent and 2.50 per-
cent, respectively, following 
announcements of continued 
quarterly losses. Renaissance 
Services was similarly in the 
red, with a 34 percent decrease 
in profi ts for the quarter.

MSX posted positive gains in weekly trading

Netfl ix adds 9.3 million new subscribers
WASHINGTON: Netfl ix’s fi rst
quarter report for 2024 exceeded
expectations, as it reported 9.3
million new subscribers and prof-
its of roughly $2.3 billion (around
€2.2 billion).

The Silicon Valley streaming 
company now boasts 269.6 million
subscribers in all. North America,
with some 83 million, is its biggest
market.

“With more than two people
per household on average, we have
an audience of over half a billion
people,” Netfl ix said in a letter
to investors. “No entertainment
company has ever programmed at
this scale and with this ambition
before.”

Crackdown on account
sharing, service with ads
to boost revenues
Netfl ix took in more than $1 billion
more in profi t than it had in the

same quarter of 2023, according 
to earnings fi gures. Similarly, rev-
enue was up by just over $1 billion. 

Nevertheless, the company’s 
shares dipped slightly in after-

market trading on Thursday.
But the shares have been on a 

marked upwards trajectory over 
the past year, amid bids to maxim-
ise revenue including a crackdown 

on people sharing their passwords 
across multiple households and 
the introduction of a lower-cost 
subscription that includes adver-
tisements. Having stood below 
$300 this time last year, the stock 
recently peaked at just over $581.

This refl ected investors in-
creasingly seeing the company 
as the relatively clear winner in 
the fi ercely competitive stream-
ing market that includes Apple, 
Amazon, Disney and Warner Bros. 
Discovery. 

However, Netfl ix also surprised 
investors by disclosing in a letter 
to shareholders that it would stop 
providing quarterly updates on 
subscriber numbers starting next 
year. This will make the company’s 
progress more diffi  cult to track.

It had posted the regular up-
dates ever since it fi rst went public 
in 2002, initially as an online rival 
to DVD rental stores. -DW

B E A T S  E X P E C T A T I O N S

Regional pet food market set 

to grow over $6bn by 2028

DUBAI: The second edition of the 
region’s pioneering pet industry 
show, Pet World Arabia 2024, is 
all set to open its doors from April 
22-23 at the Dubai International 
Convention & Exhibition Centre 
in the backdrop of the continuing 
surge in Middle East and Africa 
(MEA) pet food industry, poised 
to grow over $6 billion by 2028.

The two-day comprehensive 
pets and pet industry show which 
blends trade with entertainment 
with pet shows and competitions 
throughout the expo, has grown 
double in size compared to its de-
but show last year.

“Pet World Arabia has truly 
established itself as a show for 
both trade and pet owners and 
afi cionados of the UAE and the 
region thanks to its hybrid for-
mat, combining leisure for pet 

hobbyists with robust B2B trade
and business opportunities in the
region. At this year’s edition, we
have over 150 participants repre-
senting 200 pet industry brands
from 22 countries,” said Nadhal
Mohamed, General Manager, Al
Fajer Information & Services.

The geographical footprints
of the participants have also ex-
panded signifi cantly with partici-
pants from Belgium, China, Egypt,
Indonesia, Italy, India, Kuwait,
the Netherlands, Pakistan, South
Korea, Switzerland, Russia, Thai-
land, Turkey, the UAE and USA.

P E T  I N D U S T R Y  S H O W

Driving energy transition requires rewriting 

how international cooperation works

NEW YORK: Renewable energy,
if supported by governments, can
“truly change the landscape” in
terms of achieving equitable ac-
cess to aff ordable and clean ener-
gy, but only if they can move from
“commitment to action”, accord-
ing to the Director-General of the
International Renewable Energy 
Agency (IRENA).

Renewable energy is generally 
defi ned as any energy source that
is continuously replenished. It
includes solar and wind power as
well as bioenergy (organic matter
burned as fuel) and hydroelectric
power.

IRENA chief Francesco La 
Camera spoke to UN News ahead
of the special meeting on transi-
tioning to sustainable sources of 
energy, which took place on Fri-
day at the UN Headquarters in
New York as part of the fi rst-ever
Sustainability Week.

Ensuring access to aff ordable
reliable, sustainable and modern
energy for all people, wherever
they are in the world, is the aim of 
Sustainable Development Goal 7
(SDG 7).

La Camera said, “There are no
diffi  culties in persuading govern-
ments to adopt renewable energy,
but from the commitments to the
action, there is always something 
lagging.

“What is important in relation
to the countries, with our mem-
bers, is to support them in fi nding 
the right way to translate commit-

ment into action. I think this is the 
challenge we have to face: how can 
we move to tripling renewable in-
stallation capacity by 2030? Now 
what is at stake is how we can re-
ally achieve this goal.”

Asked about how to ensure that 
countries commit and take action, 
the IRENA Director-General ex-
plained that, since all the coun-
tries have already made commit-
ments, one of the key steps is “to 
rewrite the way international 
cooperation works”, where “all 
diff erent entities involved must 
make an eff ort”.

“For example, at IRENA, we 
have been working with President 
William Ruto of Kenya to forge 
a partnership to accelerate the 
renewable energy deployment in 
Africa,” La Camera noted. The 
Accelerated Partnership for Re-
newables in Africa (APRA) initia-

tive was launched during the fi rst 
Africa Climate Summit in Nairobi 
last year, he continued, highlight-
ing the signing of a joint statement 
by APRA leaders at COP28 to 
drive the renewable energy tran-
sition as a strategic solution to 
energy access, security and green 
growth in Africa.

“We now have seven Afri-
can countries, including Kenya, 
as well as developed countries 
such as Denmark, Germany, the 
US, and we also have the UAE 
involved. This is an example of 
how we are trying to rewrite the 
landscape of international coop-
eration. We are building the plan 
and supporting these countries in 
creating their own plans for fos-
tering renewables. Together we 
transform to a new international 
cooperation mechanism to turn 
their plans into reality.”

About the notable diff erences
in approaches, commitments and
reactions between developing 
and developed countries when it
comes to the energy transition,
Francesco La Camera said, “The
developed world has to change the
system. But, developing countries
can leap forward and transition
directly to a new energy system as
there is a lack of real energy sys-
tems. The main diff erence lies in
the status of the energy system in
these diff erent parts of the world,
which is refl ected largely in the
existing inequality.

“The other aspect is that the
developed countries may have the
tools, instruments and fi nancial
resources to drive the changes.
The developing world needs sup-
port in many aspects. Countries
require fi nancial and technologi-
cal support to exchange experi-
ences and technology. These are
barriers that need to be overcome
today to speed up the transition,
especially in Africa.”

“In this respect, Africa is prob-
ably the most important pow-
erhouse in the world for renew-
able energy and green hydrogen
[a clean and renewable energy 
carrier]. But, Africa lacks the in-
frastructure to make this poten-
tial benefi cial to its people, which
would also benefi t the world. In-
frastructure such as ports, pipe-
lines and civil infrastructure are
decisive and crucial,” the IRENA 
chief went on to say.” -WAM

I R E N A
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For the fi rst time in 
50 years, a phase 3 
randomised, place-
bo-controlled trial 
found that an adju-

vant therapy improved overall 
survival in kidney cancer pa-
tients.

According to a review of key-
note-564 research fi ndings, 
treating patients with clear-cell 
renal-cell carcinoma (ccRCC) 
at high risk for recurrence with 
pembrolizumab, an immuno-
therapy medication, following 
surgery signifi cantly improved 
overall survival. Pembrolizum-
ab reduced the risk of death by 
38% compared to placebo.

“We can now tell our patients 
that pembrolizumab after sur-
gery not only delays recurrences 
but also helps them live longer,” 
said the study’s lead investiga-
tor Toni Choueiri, MD, of Dana-
Farber Cancer Institute.

Choueiri, director of the 
Lank Center for Genitourinary 
Oncology at Dana-Farber, is the 
fi rst author of the study pub-
lished today in the New England 
Journal of Medicine. Choueiri 
previously presented the fi nd-
ings at the American Society of 
Clinical Oncology (ASCO) Gen-
itourinary Cancer Symposium 
on January 27, 2024.

The KEYNOTE-564 trial 
was designed to evaluate adju-
vant pembrolizumab follow-
ing nephrectomy (removal of 
the cancerous kidney) within 
12 weeks prior to randomiza-
tion. The double-blind, phase 3 
study, carried out at hundreds 
of sites internationally, en-
rolled 994 patients who were 
randomized to pembrolizumab 
once every three weeks for 
about a year, or a placebo. Pem-
brolizumab targets a molecular 
pathway that cancer cells com-
mandeer to evade attack by 
the body’s immune system. By 

blocking this “checkpoint” path-
way, the drug helps free the im-
mune system’s army of T cells to
combat tumors.

For inclusion in the trial, pa-
tients had to have a clear-cell
component to their tumor and
be at intermediate or high risk
of recurrence. Some patients
with resected metastases after
nephrectomy were also eligi-
ble. For patients with ccRCC,
surgery is intended to be cura-
tive. However, between 30 and
50% of patients can experience
recurrence after surgery. Re-
currences often result in meta-
static disease, which is usually 
incurable.

Investigators have been try-
ing to fi nd ways to reduce recur-
rences and prolong survival for
this patient group since 1973,
the date of the fi rst randomized
controlled trial of an adjuvant
therapy. An adjuvant therapy is
a medicine intended to enhance
effi  cacy after primary treatment
of the cancer, which in this case
is surgery.

“Since 1973, more than
12,000 patients with kidney 
cancer participated in adjuvant
studies versus a control arm
and none of the studies showed
the experimental arm extends
lives until now with the KEY-
NOTE-564 study,” says Chouei-
ri. “We showed pembrolizumab
extends survival. It doesn’t only 
delay recurrence.” -ANI

According to a review of keynote-564 research fi ndings, 

treating patients with clear-cell renal-cell carcinoma 

(ccRCC) at high risk for recurrence with pembrolizumab, an 

immunotherapy medication, following surgery signifi cantly 

improved overall survival. Pembrolizumab reduced the risk 

of death by 38% compared to placebo

Immunotherapy munotherapy 
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kidney cancer
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We just couldn’t kick off, says 
Gaikwad after Chennai defeat

LUCKNOW: Chennai Super
Kings (CSK) suff ered their third
loss in seven games going down to
Lucknow Super Giants (LSG) by 
eight wickets at the Ekana Stadi-
um on Friday, their total of 176 not
stretching the opposition. 

Speaking after the game, CSK
captain Ruturaj Gaikwad agreed
they were short on runs - by about
10-15, he said - and put it down to
their middle-overs slowdown.

“I know we fi nished off  re-
ally well - couldn’t have asked
for more - but I think after the 
powerplay, we couldn’t just kick 
off  from the start we got until the 
14th or 15th over,” Gaikwad said. 
“We kept losing wickets at regular
intervals. I think [we were] 10-15 
runs short.”

After getting to 51 for 2 in the
powerplay, CSK managed only 62
runs in the ten overs after that,
losing four wickets along the way.
That included a period where they 
went 34 balls without hitting a 
boundary, with one in the tenth
over followed by another only in
the 16th. Five out of the ten mid-
dle overs were bowled by LSG’s
spinners Ravi Bishnoi and Krunal
Pandya. Those went for only 29

runs, and Pandya bowled a well-
set Ajinkya Rahane for 36 off  24 
balls and had CSK’S Impact Sub 
Sameer Rizvi stumped for 1.

‘Pre-planned strategy’
LSG captain KL Rahul said that it 
was a pre-planned strategy from 
his side to use a mix of pace and 

spin in the middle overs to not al-
low the opposition batters to get 
set against “one type of bowling”.

“It depends on the kind of wick-
et we are playing on, and the kind 
of batters there are [in the opposi-
tion],” Rahul said. 

“Obviously, there’s a bit of time 
we spend on doing homework, 
[and] talking about tactics and 
strategies against the opposition. 

And yeah, that was one of our strat-
egies: to use pace, use spin, and 
make sure that they don’t get set-
tled into playing one type of bowl-
ing. So [I] tried to mix it around.

“And I think credit goes to the
bowlers: I can do all the changing, 
but if they don’t execute, then all 
of us look stupid as a team. They 
executed really well. We work re-
ally hard at training, and it’s good 

to see that the team is sticking to 
the plans.”

Despite MS Dhoni thumping 28 
not out off  only nine balls and Moe-
en Ali hitting 30 from 20 including 
three successive sixes in the 18th 
to raise the tempo at the death, and 
Ravindra Jadeja playing anchor to 
hit 57 not out off  40, CSK’s total of 
176 was chased down with an over 
to spare.

Gaikwad felt that the pitch was 
“slightly diffi  cult” to score on in 
the fi rst innings, and that the pres-
ence of the Impact Player meant 
teams need to have “maybe 20 
runs extra”.

“Even on these kind of pitches - I 
felt it was a sluggish one to start off  
with, with dew coming later [and 
the pitch] getting better - I still feel 
180-190 would have been a good 
score,” he said.

Gaikwad also said that CSK 
needed to strike more with the ball 
in the powerplay. Tonight, LSG’s 
openers Rahul and Quinton de 
Kock did not let them do that, put-
ting on 134 in 15 overs. Overall this 
season, CSK have taken just seven 
wickets in the fi rst six overs, which 
is the second-least by any side be-
hind RCB. Their bowling average 
of 56.85 in that phase is also the 
second-worst.

“[That] is the one area where we 
would like to improve going for-
ward,” Gaikwad said. “It really puts 
the opposition on the back foot if 
we get wickets in the powerplay - 
especially when we are about ten 
runs short - and defi nitely that is 
one area we need to work on.”

CSK play LSG again on Tuesday, 
but this time back home in Chennai.

Both teams are now at eight 
points, level with KKR and SRH 
and only behind Rajasthan Royals

LSG captain KL Rahul and CSK 
captain Ruturaj Gaikwad were fi ned 
INR 12 lac each for maintaining a 
slow over rate during the match. It 
was the fi rst off ence of IPL 2024 for 
each team.  (With inputs from ESPNcricinfo.com)
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Swiatek breezes past Raducanu to 
reach semis at Stuttgart Open
STUTTGART: World No.1 Iga 
Swiatek staved off  a tough fi ght
from Emma Raducanu before
prevailing in the quarter-fi nals of 
the Stuttgart Open on Friday.

Britain’s Raducanu, who is
continuing her comeback from an
injury-hit 2023 season, lost 7-6
(7-2), 6-3 against the clay-court
specialist from Poland.

Swiatek is on a 10-match win-
ning run in Stuttgart, having won
the last two editions of the WTA 
500 tournament.

She will face Kazakhstan’s
fourth seed Elena Rybakina next.

Raducanu, 21, has enjoyed a re-
turn to form over the past week,
helping Britain beat France in the
Billie Jean King Cup at the week-
end before wins against three-
time major winner Angelique
Kerber and Linda Noskova.

Her run to the quarter-fi nals in
Stuttgart will see her rise up the
world rankings after dropping to
303rd following wrist and ankle
operations in 2023.

Swiatek is bidding to become
the fi rst player to win three
straight Stuttgart Open titles
since Maria Sharapova between
2012 and 2014

“It was a pretty intense match
so I am happy I was able to keep
the intensity even though we
played tough games for over two
hours,” Swiatek said. “It wasn’t
easy, I had a lot of break points
that I couldn’t convert.”

Earlier on Friday, Rybakina 
booked her last-four spot by de-
feating Italy’s Jasmine Paolini
6-3, 5-7, 6-3.

On the other side of the draw,
Wimbledon champion Marketa 
Vondrousova knocked out world
No.2 Aryna Sabalenka with a 3-6,
6-3, 7-5 win.

Sabalenka has failed to go
beyond the quarter-fi nals of a 
tournament since her Australian
Open triumph in January.

The Belarusian, a runner-up in
the last three Stuttgart tourna-
ments, committed 48 unforced
errors and converted just six of 
her 15 break points.

Vondrousova, the Czech sixth
seed, will play Marta Kostyuk
next after the Ukrainian secured
her second straight top-10 win

against US Open champion Coco
Gauff .

American Gauff  sped through
the fi rst set in 36 minutes, but
Kostyuk, who knocked out Chi-
na’s fi fth seed Zheng Qinwen on
Thursday, fought back from a 
break down in both the second
and third sets to win 3-6, 6-4, 7-6
(8-6).

Tsitsipas survives scare
Elsewhere, Britain’s Cameron
Norrie missed out on a semi-fi nal
spot at the Barcelona Open with
defeat by Tomas Martin Etch-
everry. There was little to sepa-
rate the pair, but the Argentine
stormed through the tie-breaks to
win 7-6 (7-4), 7-6 (7-1).

On the other side of the draw,
Greek Stefanos Tsitsipas sur-
vived a scare against Argentina’s
Facundo Diaz Acosta.

In a thrilling encounter that
lasted for two hours and 31 min-
utes, the fi fth seed saved two
match points before securing a 

4-6, 6-3, 7-6 (10-8) triumph.
Tsitsipas, who won the Monte 

Carlo Masters earlier this month, 
will take on either French 16th 
seed Arthur Fils or Dusan Lajovic 
of Serbia in the semi-fi nals. 

British No.2 Jack Draper also 
fell at the quarter-fi nal stage of 
the Bavarian International, los-
ing to American third seed Taylor 
Fritz.

Fritz fought back from a set 
down to claim a 4-6, 6-3, 7-6 (7-
1) victory and will face Chile’s 
Cristian Garin after the world 
No.106 knocked out German top 
seed Alexander Zverev with a 6-4, 
6-4 win.

Holger Rune of Denmark con-
tinued his bid for a third straight 
Bavarian International title by 
beating Switzerland’s Marc-An-
drea Husler in straight sets. 

Norwegian third seed Casper 
Ruud, who claimed a straight-
forward 6-4 6-3 win over Italy’s 
Matteo Arnaldi, awaits Argentine 
Etcheverry. - Agencies

T E N N I S

Verstappen revels in 

‘incredible’ 100th pole 

position for Red Bull
SHANGHAI: Max Verstappen
was the man in form at the Shang-
hai International Circuit on Sat-
urday as he swept to victory in the
Sprint race before securing pole
position for the Chinese Grand
Prix with an emphatic qualifying 
display.

Verstappen clocked a best time
of 1m 33.660s in the decisive Q3
phase to fi nish a couple of tenths
clear of Red Bull team-mate Sergio
Perez, with Aston Martin’s Fer-
nando Alonso a tenth-and-a-half 
further back in third.

The Mexican pipped Fer-
nando Alonso’s Aston Martin by 
0.166secs with McLaren’s Lando
Norris and Oscar Piastri next.
Lewis Hamilton had a dire day,
qualifying 18th.

His Mercedes team-mate
George Russell was eighth behind
Ferrari’s Charles Leclerc and Car-
los Sainz.

It gave Red Bull the 100th
pole position in their F1 history,
37 having been claimed by the
Dutchman, along with 44 by Se-
bastian Vettel, 13 by Mark Webber,
three by Perez and three by Daniel
Ricciardo.

Verstappen also became the

fi rst driver since Mika Hakkinen 
in 1999 to start a campaign with 
fi ve successive pole positions, as 
he continues his push for what 
would be a fourth world title on the 
bounce.

Discussing those achieve-
ments, Verstappen said: “Before 
I jumped in the car Christian 
[Horner, Red Bull team boss] told 
me if you get pole today it could be 
number 100 for the team, so I was 
like, ‘Okay, that’s nice, I’ll try and 
give it a good go’.

“Of course that’s an incredible 
achievement for the whole team. 
Also a big contribution from Seb 
back in the day! 

“But it’s fantastic also to have 
the one-two in qualifying, it 
showed that the car is again work-
ing really well.

“From my side it’s been a re-
ally good start to the year and I feel 
probably very confi dent in quali-
fying, even compared to last year. 
It’s just a shame of course that we 
retired in Melbourne otherwise I 
think we could have already had 
a very strong lead, but overall it’s 
still a great start.”

As for how his day and qualify-
ing session unfolded, Verstappen 

added: “I think after the Sprint 
race it gave us a few more ideas for 
the car. I think the car worked even 
better in qualifying now..”

Verstappen heads into the 
56-lap encounter with a 15-point 
advantage over Perez in the driv-
ers’ standings, while Red Bull sit 
26 points ahead of nearest rivals 
Ferrari in the constructors’ battle.

Verstappen claims sprint
Earlier, Verstappen fought past 
Hamilton and Alonso to win the 
Chinese Grand Prix sprint race.

Pole-sitter Lando Norris slid 
wide at the fi rst corner trying to 
fend off  Hamilton’s Mercedes.

Verstappen said: “The fi rst few 
laps were quite hectic. They were 
pushing quite hard up front and I 
had Carlos behind with new tyres 
and it was very diffi  cult to keep 
him behind.

“Then as the race went on we be-
came stronger and I felt more com-
fortable with the balance of the car 
and could look after my tyres. Very 
pleased with that.”

The win gave him another eight 
points towards a fourth champion-
ship that already appears inevita-
ble. - Agencies

C H I N E S E  G R A N D  P R I X  2 0 2 4

TODAY’S MATCHES
KKKoKolkata Knight Riders

vs 

Royal Challengers
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Kolkata, 2pm

Puunjnjaba  Kingsg

vsvssvs
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The Oman Banks Asso-
ciation (OBA) celebrates
Global Money week by 

promoting financial literacy 
and inclusion among its youth. 
Through this campaign, OBA’s 
goal is to spread the required
knowledge and skills to society on 
how to make financial decisions
and navigate through the modern
economy by conducting a series 
of engaging activities and initia-
tives.

Global Money Week is an inter-
national campaign launched by 
the OECD (Organization for Eco-
nomic Co-operation and Develop-
ment) that is held every year and
aims to equip the youth with the 
knowledge and skills they need to 
manage their finances effectively 
and responsibly, where organi-
zations worldwide run series of 
activities and initiatives coordi-
nated by financial institutions to 
spread financial knowledge.

The week-long campaign will
be under the theme of “Protect
your money, plant your future”. 
The events and activities will be 
mainly focused on topics related
to encouraging saving, budget-
ing, investing, entrepreneur-
ship, and financial inclusion. The
theme was chosen to highlight
the importance of safe money 
management and the importance 
of adopting a responsible and 
uniformed approach to personal 
finances.

Global Money Week plays a 
crucial role every year in promot-
ing financial literacy and inclu-
sion worldwide, with several key 
aspects contributing to its impor-
tance:

1Financial Inclusion:  The ini-
tiative helps promote finan-
cial inclusion by reaching 

out to the communities and en-
suring that all young people have 
access to financial education and
resources. Breaking down barri-
ers to financial access and par-
ticipation, Global Money Week

contributes to creating more in-
clusive financial systems.

2Youth Empowerment:  
Global Money Week focus-
es on equipping young peo-

ple with the knowledge and skills 
they need to make in financial de-
cisions.

3Long-term Financial Well-
being: By instilling good
financial habits and behav-

iors early in life, Global Money 
Week sets young people on a path 
toward long-term financial se-
curity. The skills and knowledge
gained during the week can have a 
lasting impact, helping individu-

als make better financial deci-
sions, avoid debt, and plan for the 
future effectively.

4Economic Development: 
Global Money Week con-
tributes to building a more 

economically empowered society 
by fostering a culture of financial 

responsibility, and innovation 
among young people, which in 
turn can drive economic growth
and stability.

5Global Collaboration:  
Global Money Week brings 
together financial institu-

tions, educators, and other stake-

holders from around the world to
collaborate on a shared mission 
of promoting financial inclusion. 
This global collaboration enables
the sharing of best practices, re-
sources, and experiences, foster-
ing innovation and driving posi-
tive change on a global scale.

OBA’s continued celebration in 
Global Money Week reflects its 
ongoing commitment to foster fi-
nancial literacy and empowering 
generation that contributes to the 
country’s economic development 
through giving the individuals 
early access to the right financial 
knowledge. The association helps 
young Omanis to build the neces-
sary skills and confidence to man-
age their finances effectively, and
plan their future, especially after
the recent government initiative 
that led to kids having access to fi-
nances and financial tools at early 
ages.

OBA aims to extend beyond a 
single week of the Global Money 
Week and contribute to long-
term improvements in financial 
literacy and well-being for indi-
viduals and communities in the
Sultanate of Oman.

The week-long  events and 
activities will be mainly 
focused on topics related to 
encouraging saving, budgeting, 
investing, entrepreneurship, 
and financial inclusion. 
The theme was chosen to
highlight the importance of 
safe money management and
the importance of adopting 
a responsible and uniformed 
approach to personal finances.

Oman Banks Association celebrates Global 
Money Week to promote financial literacy

Nama Water Services committed to 
uninterrupted water service during 
recent exceptional weather conditions

MUSCAT: Driven by its vision to 
become a leading provider of wa-
ter management solutions, Nama 
Water Services has activated its 
emergency plan in response to the 
recent Al Mateer depression. This 
proactive measure ensures con-
tinued water services for governo-
rates aff ected by the heavy rains. 
The move refl ects the company’s 
commitment to sustainable water 
management and the well-being of 
Oman’s communities.

Eng. Ahmed Mubarak Al Arai-
mi, Acting Water and Wastewa-
ter Operations and Maintenance 
General Manager said: “Quick ac-
tion under the company’s emer-
gency plan ensured uninterrupted 
water supply to residents during 
the recent low-pressure weather 
conditions. Despite challenges to 
distribution networks, residents 
continued to receive potable water 
thanks to the successful activation 
of these protocols.”

Al Araimi, outlined the compa-
ny’s proactive measures to ensure 
water supplies and wastewater 
services remain uninterrupted. 
“Leveraging past experience and 
technical expertise, our crisis 
management team has activated 

the emergency plan. This plan en-
sures key water tanks are fi lled, 
providing a 48-hour buff er in case 
of disruptions to pumping opera-
tions.” Al-Araimi elaborated “Re-
al-time monitoring of water levels
and pumping activity is ongoing 
through the National Water Moni-
toring and Control Center. Ad-
ditionally, emergency wells have
been activated, with dedicated
water quality teams guaranteeing 
water safety. Water tankers stand

ready for deployment to address
potential shortages or service dis-
ruptions reported across governo-
rates.” These actions demonstrate
the company’s commitment to
providing reliable water services
to its subscribers during any un-
foreseen circumstances.

Elaborating on the eff orts ex-
erted by the company he added:
“Nama Water Services imple-
mented a comprehensive pre-
emptive plan in anticipation of 

the adverse weather conditions, 
including, engaging with contrac-
tors, including plants operators, 
associated maintenance person-
nel, and project contractors, to 
establish precautionary measures 
safeguarding facilities, plants, and 
excavations, prioritizing public 
safety. Additionally, the company 
issued informative and cautionary 
messages to all company staff , dis-
seminating updates on the evolv-
ing weather situation in alignment 

with directives from the Civil Avi-
ation Authority and pertinent au-
thorities, emphasizing safety pro-
tocols at work sites. Nama Water 
Services has also liaised with rel-
evant entities to rehabilitate roads 
impacted by soil erosion around 
reservoirs.”

Commenting on the impact of 
weather conditions on the com-
pany’s operations and assets, En-
gineer Ahmed Al-Arimi stated: “A 
number of the company’s assets 

were aff ected by fl oods and heavy 
rains despite the precautionary 
measures taken. A break occurred 
in the water line feeding the main 
reservoir in Wadi Bani Khalid, 
which was promptly addressed by 
the operations and maintenance 
teams. Additionally, several breaks 
occurred in the distribution net-
works in Mudhaibi Wilayat and 
several other wilayats. Emergency 
wells were activated in some wilay-
ats after taking water samples and 
ensuring their compliance with the 
approved specifi cations and stand-
ards for drinking water.”

Al-Arimi added that the sewage
treatment plant in Wilayat Suhar
was aff ected and its operations
were suspended due to the fl ood-
ing. However, the company’s ef-
forts were successful in bringing 
the plant back online within less
than 6 hours of its shutdown.

Eng. Ahmed Al Araimi conclud-
ed by expressing his gratitude to
the company’s employees for their
continuous eff orts to ensure the
uninterrupted provision of water
services. He further extended his
appreciation to the subscribers for
their water conservation eff orts,
which play a vital role in ensuring 
uninterrupted service.

The move refl ects 

the company’s

commitment to 

sustainable water

management and the

well-being of Oman’s 

communities
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Lincoln Aviator now available 
with exclusive Wish List benefits 

MUSCAT: Lincoln Aviator is now
available with exclusive Wish
List benefi ts. Customers buying 
a new Aviator can avail Service 5
Years / 100,000 kms, Registration
1 Year and Manufacturer’s War-
ranty 5 Years / 100,000 Kms. The
campaign is valid from 10th March
2024 up to 9th May 2024. (Condi-
tions apply. For details visit a Lin-
coln showroom Wattayah.)  

The Lincoln Aviator is stunning 
luxury SUV equipped with a stand-
ard twin-turbocharged 3.0-litre V6
engine that is paired with a 10-speed
SelectShift® automatic transmis-
sion. This helps the Aviator dish
out an impressive 400 horsepower
and 562 Nm of torque for eff ortless
acceleration. The three-row luxury 
SUV with off -road capabilities.

The Aviator takes driving ex-
periences to new levels with the

Lincoln Drive Modes’ fi ve signa-
ture settings – Normal, Conserve, 
Excite, Slippery and Deep Condi-
tions. This feature allows owners 
to further customise their driv-
ing experience, while a 12.3-inch 
standard confi gurable LCD instru-
ment cluster confi rms their choic-
es with beautiful, easy-to-read dy-
namic graphics and prompts. 

To make every journey fun and 

memorable, the Aviator is equipped 
with available technology that ena-
bles Aviator to “see” most potholes 
or uneven pavement and imme-
diately make suspension adjust-
ments to keep the ride as smooth as 
possible. Adaptive Suspension with 
Road Preview uses an advanced 
forward camera to constantly scan 
the road, seamlessly adjusting the 
suspension as needed. All Lincoln 

vehicles come standard with a suite 
of driver-assist features known as 
Lincoln Co-Pilot360™. 

Traffi  c Jam Assist helps guide 
the vehicle using adaptive cruise 
control with stop-and-go, lane 
centering and traffi  c sign recog-
nition, adjusting speed based on 
the information obtained. Evasive 
Steer Assist off ers assistance to 
the driver to help avoid a collision 

with a slower or stopped vehicle; it
provides additional steering sup-
port when a collision cannot be
avoided by braking alone. Reverse
Brake Assist can help stop the ve-
hicle while backing up if Aviator’s
integrated rear sensors and cam-
era detect an obstacle at the rear.

Active Park Assist 2.0 removes 
the stress from parking by taking 
over steering, shifting, braking and 

acceleration functions with the 
touch of a button to navigate par-
allel and perpendicular parking 
spaces with ease. The boundless 
allure of fl ight has long inspired 
automotive design, and the all-
new Lincoln Aviator takes that in-
spiration to the next level.

In Oman, Lincoln vehicles are 
brought to you by Arabian Car 
Marketing Co. 

The Lincoln Aviator 

is stunning luxury

SUV equipped

with a standard 

twin-turbocharged 

3.0-litre V6 engine 

that is paired with a

10-speed SelectShift® 

automatic 

transmission

Networking for

golfers tee off  at

Europcar’s Oman and

Bahrain headquarters

MUSCAT: Recently, golf enthu-
siasts were treated to a unique
networking lunch at Europcar’s
pristine premises, which boasts
state-of-the-art facilities with
open workspaces, comfortable
breakout areas, plenty of greenery 
(waterfalls included) and cutting 
edge technology designed to foster
collaboration and connectivity. 

Never seen before in the re-
gion, our new facility emphasises
the company’s commitment to 
promoting a healthy work-life
balance and nurturing a positive
corporate culture.

‘The Boardroom’- a large and
airy space with built in audio vis-
ual capabilities.

‘The Energize Lounge’ - a 
unique gaming centre to boost
employee happiness.

‘The Wellness Spa’ - gym, yoga 
& meditation studio with lockers
& showers…all for our employees
well being.

The Networking Hub’ An ideal 
expansive area for hosting bou-
tique style networking events

that foster meaningful connec-
tions and collaboration among 
professionals.

Europcar’s golfers networking 
lunch served as a prime exam-
ple of how innovative spaces can 
elevate traditional networking 
events, creating a unique and en-
gaging experience for attendees. 

With its forward-thinking ap-
proach to offi  ce design and net-
working initiatives, Europcar is 
undoubtedly driving the future 
of workplace collaboration and 
connectivity.

“I am thrilled to see the positive 
feedback regarding our innovative 
new offi  ce space and the recent 
success of golfers networking 
event. At Europcar, we take pride 
in creating a work environment 
that not only fosters productiv-
ity and collaboration but also 
promotes employee well-being 
and work-life balance. Thank 
you to all who attended the event 
and shared their positive experi-
ences,” said Nitin Sapre CEO of 
Europcar Oman & Bahrain.

N E T W O R K I N G  L U N C H

Movenpick Hotel & Apartments 

launches The NOVE Spa experience

MUSCAT: Movenpick Hotel 
&Apartments Ghala Muscat has 
announced the opening of its fi rst 
spa experience in the Sultanate. 
The NOVE Spa is located on the 
9th level of the 5-star premium 
hotel represents a uniquely re-
freshing escapade for both mind 
and body. A delightful sensory an-
tidote for the stress and bustle of 
modern life, the NOVE experience 
includes a range of lingering full-
body therapies and facial treat-
ments for both man and women. 

Starting from its tranquil and 
relaxing ambiance, the spa envi-
ronment prepares guest to embark 
on a journey to physical relaxation 
and mental rejuvenation. To ac-
centuate the indulging experience, 
NOVE Spa uses a premium range 
of professional organic wellness 
products from Italy, most nota-
bly the MEI collection featur-
ing ABSOLUTES derived from 
food grade essential oil from wild 
plants. NOVE Spa’s trained thera-
pists also blend Eastern and West-
ern treatment modalities to off er 
clients a deeply immersive well-
ness regimen.

“Every aspect of the NOVE Spa 
experience is tailored to help our 
patrons look and feel at their best,” 
said JovanaMiletic, Spa Manager. 
“In the suave gentleman’s section, 
we have a treatment room, steam 
and sauna. Of course, the ladies’ 
area is more indulgent, with three 
private treatment rooms, a sauna, 
as well as a special Salt Room.”

“Besides its deep-cleansing and 
detoxifi cation properties, the Salt 
Room off ers guests a broad spec-
trum of therapeutic benefi ts for 
stress relief, respiratory and skin 

health, immune enhancement,
better sleep, and an overall sense
of well-being,” Jovana explained.

Signature experiences at NOVE
Spa also include rituals like ‘NOVE
NaturaleViaggio’ and ‘Journey to
Arabia’. The former is a specially 
tailored ultra-indulgent sequence
of massages from face to foot,
while the latter is a long luxuriat-
ing scrub with natural salt, rose
and frankincense, followed by a 

blissful full-body massage using 
frankincense oil.

The NOVE Spa menu of servic-
es is designed for guests from all 
walks of life, with body massages 
ranging from 60 to 90 minutes 
— including a delicate massage 
for mother-to-be after their third 
trimester, expertly rendered by a 
master masseuse.

Facials range from a refreshing 
30 minutes to a fully revitalizing 

90 minutes treatment. In addition
to the NOVE Spa, the hotel pro-
vides a comprehensive wellness
experience on the 9th fl oor. This
sanctuary includes a rooftop infi n-
ity pool and a fully equipped gym.
Guests can select from various an-
nual wellness packages and mem-
bership options.

The NOVE spa at MovenpickHo-
tel & Apartments Ghala Muscat is 
open from 10 am to 9 pm, every day. 

W E L L N E S S  T R E A T M E N T S
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_CELEBRATE THE HOLY MONTH WITH EXCLUSIVE OFFERS

NEW ALFA ROMEO TONALE
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Offer valid from 4th March to 3rd May 2024 on Alfa Romeo vehicles purchased at the Mohsin Haider Darwish Automo-
biles LLC dealership by retail customers for personal use only. 0% Interest for 12 Months - Subject to 50% down 
payment and balance 50% through finance for 12 months loan tenure. Subject to credit approval from selected bank 
& finance company. 5 Years / 120,000Kms Free Service – Whichever comes earlier. 7 Years / 200,000Kms Warranty 
– Whichever comes earlier. 5 Years / 100,000Kms Roadside Assistance – Whichever comes earlier. 1st Year Free 
Insurance for Oman and UAE only. Walk-in & Win iPhone 14 - Customers who walk into the MHD Automobiles Show-
room in Al Hail during the promotion period are eligible to enter the raffle draw to win an iPhone 14. 2 Winners will be 
randomly selected on 5th May 2024 and contacted directly.  Image shown is for illustrative purposes only.

Toll Free – 800 22 008
www.oman-alfaromeo.com

mhdalfaromeooman

STARTING
FROM
OMR 18,995

5 YEARS /
100,000 KMS 
ROADSIDE
ASSISTANCE 

FREE FIRST YEAR
INSURANCE &
REGISTRATION

WALK IN
& WIN AN
IPHONE

PAY 50% NOW &
50% IN 12 MONTHS
WITH 0% INTEREST

7 YEARS /
200,000 KMS
WARRANTY

5 YEARS / 
120,000 KMS
FREE SERVICE 

https://www.oman-alfaromeo.com/en/campaign


Log on to mmg.om/quiz for more details 
Follow us on Instagram @tquizleague

Inviting 
schools to 

participate in 

Register your school 
before April 30th 2024

Oman’s first 
video quiz show!

Rally Your Squad!

Venue partner Associate partner Media partnerEvent Management

THE NEW INDIA ASSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED

Partner with us to fuel young minds: Write to quiz@mmg.om to be a sponsor

https://mmg.om/quiz/

	A00 lynk Too page 0
	A00B t quiz
	A01
	A01B  alfa romeo after main page
	A02
	A03
	A04
	A05
	A06
	A07
	A08
	B01
	B02
	B05
	B06
	B07
	B08
	e-paper back-full size

