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00 RECORDS CONSOLIDATED
REVENUE OF $22.768 b
BILLION IN 2021

0Q recorded consolidated revenue of
USD 22.768 billion by the end of 2021,
compared to USD 14.006 billion in
2020, an increase of 63%. Earnings
before interest, taxes, depreciation,
and amortization (EBITDA) stood at

e DELEGATED BY HM. ROYAL COURT
ADVISOR HEADS TO JAPAN

Delegated by His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin
Tarik, Sheikh Salim Mustahail Al Mashani,
Advisor at the Diwan of Royal Court headed
on Sunday for Japan to represent the
Sultanate of Oman in the official funeral of
former Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe,
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USD 3.699 billion, an increase of 154%
as compared to 2020. >B1
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UAE PRESIDENT’S VISIT TO OMAN

A llllANTllM lllMP IN BILATERAL TIES

Sheikh
Mohammed
arriving in
Oman on
Tuesday

MUSCAT: Sheikh Mohammed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President
of the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) will pay a two-day state
visit to the Sultanate of Oman
this Tuesday, 27 September 2022.

This came in a statement is-
sued on Sunday by the Diwan of
Royal Court, reading as follows:

“In affirmation of the ties of
fraternity, kinship, good neigh-
bourliness and historical re-
lations binding the Sultanate
of Oman and the United Arab
Emirates (UAE), Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
President of the United Arab
Emirates, leading a high-
profile delegation, will pay a
two-day state visit to the Sul-
tanate of Oman starting from
this Tuesday, 27 September
2022. The visit will explore
various areas of common in-
terests that meet aspirations
of the two countries towards
more prosperous future. May
the Almighty Allah bless the
two wise leaderships with
success for the good of their
peoples and the Arab and Mus-
lim nations!” — ona
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Dman UAE relatlons a model that
responds to peoples’ aspirations

The visit will also
be an opportunity
to exchange
views about
circumstances
and developments
of importance in
the GCC, Arab and

regional entourage

MUSCAT: The fraternal rela-
tions between the Sultanate of
Oman and the United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE) are based on common
and solid foundations.

These deep-rooted  rela-
tions have been further con-
solidated through cultural, so-
cial and economic cooperation.
The aspirations of the two coun-
tries’ brotherly peoples are a
model reflecting how best ties
of neighbourliness and affinity
should be.

The visit to be made to Oman
by HH Sheikh Mohammed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, President of
the UAE, from Tuesday, and his
meeting with His Majesty Sul-
tan Haitham bin Tarik, assume

a great significance.

The visit constitutes a new
starting point for more tangible
steps, coordination and integra-
tion towards the achievement of
the shared interests of the two
countries. It will motivate more
action for the realisation of the
prosperity for Omani and UAE
peoples in all spheres.

The visit will also be an oppor-
tunity to exchange views about
circumstances and developments
of importance in the GCC, Arab
and regional entourage.

These relations have been dis-
tinguished, since the first meet-
ing between the late His Maj-
esty Sultan Qaboos bin Said bin
Taimour and the late HH Sheikh

Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan.
Oman-UAE relations are com-
patible in many areas of shared
interests that serve the peoples
of the two countries over the
past decades.

Since its establishment in 1991,
the Supreme Joint Committee be-
tween the two countries worked
hard to embody the aspirations
of the two peoples of Oman and
the UAE. The panel takes credit
for enhancing cooperation in eco-
nomic, commercial, cultural and
educational fields, in addition to
connecting electricity and tel-
ecommunication networks, coor-
dinating land transport services
and investment benefiting both

Omani and UAE peoples. >A2

Four fungi, unknown to the world, recorded in Dhofar

Times News Service

MUSCAT : An Omani research
team has recorded four fungi, hith-
erto unknown to the world, in Dho-
far Governorate.

A joint team of researchers at
the Oman Animal and Plant Ge-
netic Resources Center, Mawarid,
of the Ministry of Higher Educa-
tion, Research and Innovation
and Sultan Qaboos University has
recorded 4 large fungi, unknown to
the world till now, in addition to 7
different families of common fungi
in Dhofar Governorate under a
project for collection, characteri-
sation and preservation of large
fungi in the Sultanate of Oman.

The research team succeeded in
finding two families of plurotoids,
namely, Pleurotaceae and Schizo-

phyllaceae, and one family of
jelly fungi (Auriculariaceae). The
Sultanate of Oman recorded the
source of all these large fungi for
the first time which was published
in internationally referred scien-

tific journals.

During the project, the genetic
sequence of the ITS region of fungi
was studied for about 60 types of
fungi collected in their intact state
in Dhofar Governorate, which re-

sulted in the registration of 32 dif-
ferent types of fungi belonging to
24 genera and 17 families of Agari-
comycetes. The project of collect-
ing, characterising and conserv-
ing large fungi in the Sultanate of
Oman came in three main phases:
collection, characterisation and
conservation.

The project started in 2018 and
in the first phase - collection --
about 80 samples were collected
from Dhofar Governorate during
September 1-15, 2018. All samples
were documented with pictures
and data required for identifica-
tion and characterisation. The re-
search focused on the Governorate
of Dhofar during the Khareef sea-
son, due to the presence of auxil-
iary factors for the growth of fungi
or other micro organisms. >A5

UAE among
the leading
trading
partners
of Oman

ABU DHABI: Sayyid Ahmed
Hilal Al Busaidi, Ambassador
of the Sultanate of Oman to the
United Arab Emirates (UAE)
has said that the visit to Oman
by Sheikh Mohammed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, President
of the United Arab Emirates
(UAE), will be the first one of its
kind, since HH Sheikh Moham-
med took the reins of power in
his country.

Sayyid Ahmed told Oman
News Agency (ONA) that this
visit will culminate in a frater-
nal meeting between His Maj-
esty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik
and the UAE president and
that it will reflect positively
on the process of joint action
aimed to develop all areas of
cooperation between the two
brotherly countries.

Sayyid Ahmed added that
Oman-UAE relations are emi-
nent in every respect and that
they are consolidated by fra-
ternal bonds and a strategic
approach founded by the late
His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin
Said and the late HH Sheikh
Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan.

He noted that communi-
cation between His Majesty
Sultan Haitham bin Tarik and
Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed
Al Nahyan and their constant
keenness to deepen relations
and cooperation spurred fur-
ther growth and development in
all fields—”and we now reap the
fruits of such bilateral action.”

The ambassador pointed
out that integration between
Oman and the UAE lends
strong support to promis-
ing economic and investment
opportunities. >A2

TOP THREE INSIDE STORIES

Praise for Oman

Oman’s efforts in promoting
human rights have recievd
international praise. >A3

Philippines evacuation
2 Philippines has evacuated
towns as Super Typhoon

Norumadelandfall.>A6

Bank Muscat inks deal

Bank Muscat has signed
OMR39mn finance

facility with Galfar. >B1
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Two countries share deep-rooted
socilal ties: UAE Ambassador

MUSCAT: Mohammed Sultan Al
Suwaidi, Ambassador of the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates (UAE) to the
Sultanate of Oman, affirmed that
the upcoming visit of HH Sheikh
Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
President of the UAE to Oman
will have a positive impact on the
course of bilateral relations and
comes in line with the farsighted
vision of the leaderships of the two
countries.

Al Suwaidi told Oman News
Agency (ONA) that this visit is an
evidence of the depth of bilateral
relations and cooperation in vari-
ous political, economic, cultural
and social fields.

“The strong fraternal ties be-
tween the two leaderships is
unique, notably at the economic

level, and this reflects mutual con-
fidence and sets relations between
their countries apart,” said Al Su-
waidi.

He noted that the two countries
are keen on forming practical vi-
sions about joint future action,
adding that “this will reflect posi-
tively on economic, investment,
and social aspects.”

Al Suwaidi laid emphasis on
sustained communication among
officials tasked with economic and
commercial affairs, in addition to
the exchange of visits between del-
egations of businessmen.

UAE investments in Oman at
the end of 2021 stood at OMR1.20
billion, while total investments
during the first quarter of 2022
amounted to OMR1.23 billion, said

the ambassador.

He said that the UAE is doing
its best to achieve maximum ex-
change of benefits between the
two countries when investing in
Oman, making use of a diverse
portfolio of projects in the coun-
try, notably in the converting in-
dustries sector, financial services,
construction, real estate and tour-
ism. Al Suwaidi explained that the
two countries share deep-rooted
social relations, as well as strategic
interests that are greatly valued by
the peoples of the two countries.

Al Suwaidi reiterated the visit’s
strategic importance to the two
countries. He hoped that the next
stage would see more joint efforts
on maintaining advanced levels of
joint action. -ona
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A7 Oman is the second largest
GCC trading partner of UAE’

The two countries envisage fo-
cusing on future cooperation,
highlighting investment oppor-
tunities, streamlining proce-
dures for investors in both coun-
tries and expanding partnerships
in the business sector and invest-
ments that could be transformed
into economic projects realising
the common interests and accel-
erating the volume of trade ex-
change, he explained.

Over the past five decades, the
UAE came in forefront of Oman’s
trading partners, said Sayyid
Ahmed, noting that Oman is
the second largest GCC trad-
ing partner of the UAE. “This
reinforces our optimistic view
of a verdant future of the Oman-
UAE economic partnerships,” he
observed.

The value of Oman’s total ex-
ports to the UAE, which amount-
ed to OMR1.3 bhillion in 2021,
compared to OMR1.2 billion in
2020. Sayyid Ahmed added that
Oman’s exports to the UAE con-
stitute 7.8 percent of the general
total of Oman’s exports in 2021.

Sayyid Ahmed also under-
scored the significance of coor-
dination between the two coun-
tries at the political level through
coordination and consultation
about various regional and inter-
national issues.

Oman and the UAE share a
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strategic trade partnership that
supports the economies of the
two countries and develops in-
vestment opportunities between
them, with agreements and
memoranda of understanding
covering financial and real estate
activities, as well as in agricul-
tural, fish and animal products, to
name a few.

The Embassy of Oman in Abu
Dhabi has contributed to at-
tracting and exchanging invest-
ments between the two coun-
tries, based on the directives of
His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin
Tarik, by launching the national
programme on attracting private
investments and enhancing the
presence of Omani exports in for-
eign markets.

This program is one of the ac-
celerators of the first phase of
implementation of Oman Vision

2040, which is linked to the econ-
omy and development, he said.
He furthered that the programme
will focus on Omani exports and
support their access to foreign
markets to become a major tribu-
tary of the national economy.

The ambassador also under-
lined the importance of mutual
visits and continuous coordi-
nation between officials of the
two countries, saying that the
process maximizes prospects
for joint cooperation in various
fields and enhances investment
opportunities.

He referred to the Oman-UAE
Economic Forum held two ses-
sions, in October 2021 and Feb-
ruary 2022, which saw fruitful
discussions on promotion of
trade and investment partner-
ships.

-ONA

UAE investments in Oman

more than OMR1.23 bhillion

Oman and the UAE have been
the first GCC states to endorse
the personal identity card in trav-
el in lieu of passports since 1993.
The UAE is Oman’s prime part-
ner in business, as affirmed by the
volume of exports, reexport and
import figures.

Statistics issued by the Na-
tional Centre for Statistics and
Information (NCSI) show that
commercial exchange between
the two countries in 2021 stood at
more than OMRS5.5 billion, com-
pared to OMR 5.2 billion in 2020.

UAE investments in Oman, as
at the end of 2021, stood at about
OMR1.2 billion. By the end of the
first quarter in 2022, total UAE
investments stood at more than
OMR1.23 billion.

UAE companies are among the
largest stake takers in Oman due
to the ease of transportation of na-
tional products and smooth border
access. Oman is one of the most
important markets for UAE trade.
Oman ranked 3rd in the Arab world
and 10th globally among the list of
UAE trading partners and its busi-
ness accounts for 20 percent of the
total UAE trade.

Tourist establishments in
the two countries receive many
groups of tourists from both
countries, which joined hands to

forge joint tourism investments
that have contributed to attract-
ing more tourists.

The private sectors in the two
countries play a vital role in econom-
ic development, and they have been
the backbone of economic diversi-
fication trends. Oman is pressing
ahead with measures to encourage
local and foreign investments, es-
pecially in economic diversification
sectors, notably industries, logistics,
mining, tourism and fisheries.

Represented by Oman Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry
(OCCI) and Abu Dhabi Chamber
of Commerce and Industry, the
two countries signed an agree-
ment in 1998 to establish Oman-
UAE Businessmen Council. The
Council is tasked with promoting
joint cooperation and realizing the
aspirations of the two countries.

The private sector looks for-
ward to this visit, which caps fra-
ternal relations and opens new
vistas for commercial relations
and investment.

The two countries worked
closely and continuously to en-
hance cooperation in the sphere
of culture by holding joint events
and activities. These include the
UAE Cultural Week in Oman, first
held on 11 December 2006 on the
occasion of celebrations mark-

ing Muscat as the Capital of Arab
Culture in 2006. The event com-
prised four exhibitions special-
ised in Arabic calligraphy, coins,
modern arts and cultural books
and publications.

Represented by the Ministry of
Culture, Sports and Youth and the
Ministry of Information, Oman
participates in annual book fairs
in the United Arab Emirates in
Abu Dhabi and Sharjah. UAE cul-
tural and media institutions par-
ticipate in Muscat International
Book Fair as well.

The Oman-UAE relations are
based on historical ties inherited
by the generations who are keen
on maintaining the integrity of re-
lations in the purviews of visions
that stem from language, religion
and kinship. Omani and UAE
peoples are looking forward, with
great hopes, that the visit of HH
Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, President of the United
Arab Emirates, to Oman and his
meeting with His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik.

The visit will elevate the level
of joint cooperation in all fields
and deepen fraternal ties. It
will inspire the two countries in
their quest to explore the future
with determination and stead-
fastness. -ona
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Sultanate’s efforts to promote human
rights appreciated at global forum

Sultanate of Oman
has already signed
7 out of 9 relevant

global agreements

MUSCAT: A number of inter-
national officials have expressed
their appreciation for the efforts
made by the Sultanate of Oman’s
in promoting human rights, citing
Oman’s recent signing of 7 out of 9
global agreements of relevance.

The commendation was made
at a three-day workshop, organ-
ised by Oman Human Rights Com-
mission here on Sunday, about the
“Convention against Torture and
Protection from Enforced Disap-
pearance” and the “International
Covenant on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights”, which Oman
joined in 2020.

Mohammed Ensour, Head of
the Middle East and North Africa
Division of the Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights,

e

said that Oman has ratified three
international agreements on hu-
man rights. He added that the
pacts constitute the cornerstone
of human rights system.

Ensour hailed the step as “a gi-
ant stride that reflects Oman’s
political will and its respect for
human rights charters. He com-
mended the efforts exerted by
Oman in updating human rights
practices.

“The international Human
Rights commission welcomes and
values the promulgation of the
Royal decree forming Oman Hu-
man Rights Commission which
states that the commission enjoys
integrity and autonomy in practis-
ing its duties,” Ensour said.

Meanwhile, Sultan Hassan Al
Jamali, Secretary General of Na-
tional Human Rights Committee,
Qatar, and Head of the Arab Hu-

Kind words can change
our world for the better

Saleh Al-Shaibany

long time ago, one of
my teachers said in the
lass that kind words

can change the world. Asaten
year old, I was not sure how it
worked. As a child, all T under-
stood was that we got a slap
from our teachers or parents if
we did not say the right words.

But now I know that people
respond to compliments or
contempt. Contrary to what
most of us believe, there are
no casual words. If you didn’t
mean what you said then be
sure your remarks made a
significant difference to some-
one. We see such examples all
the time but it only bothers us
when we are on the receiving
end. I was attending a meeting
with a CEO of alarge corpo-
rate business and this man
has obviously perfected the
art of saying the right words
for the right occasion. He paid
compliments every time one
was needed and tactfully disa-
greed when he had a different
opinion.

‘When we were alone, I told
him about my observations.
His explanation was not sur-
prising at all.

“I'was the subject of ridicule
when I was younger and I
know how it feels to be run
down by words,” he told me.

How many would remem-
ber to use their bad experience
to enlighten up the life of oth-
ers? One would argue that say-
ing the right words all the time

is stressful. But how you say
things, in my opinion, reflects
your character. You could pre-
tend to be polite and consider-
ate but the mask would soon
slip off to reveal the real you.
In my younger days as a com-
munication engineer, I had a
supervisor whose communi-
cation skill was not enviable.
He was rude, loud, self-opin-
ionated and would often drive
to tears many young recruits.
His bad attitude never caught
up with him until he retired.
He knew that someone would
have to make a farewell speech
on his last day at work. He
never expected anyone to have
any kind words and he braced
himself for the worse. How-
ever, he was taken completely
by surprise when words of
warmth were attributed at
him. For aman who had alot
to say during his carrier, he
was lost for words on his last
day at work.

Taken aback

He was so taken aback that he
was forced to shed a tear. The
irony was that, this man, who
drove to tears a few hundreds
of people in his career, was
finally at the receiving end.

Did we at last have our own
back? No, we did not see

that way. However, for many
years I thought we could have
been accused of insincerity
and that we did not mean
aword in that speech. But
now, as I write these words,

I am convinced that we were
completely honest. We under-
stood his problem he had with
words and it was because he
was not comfortably being
around with people. Perhaps
somewhere in our subcon-
scious we looked deep at his
good side and finding the
right words was a simple
exercise.

I still see him around and
perhaps he has mellowed with
old age. Perhaps, the simple
words we casually prepared
for him on his last day in the
office changed his life. I shall
never know the truth but then
so many other things are hid-
den from sight and we are not
meant to know. But what we
are meant to know is when to
put our words in good use so
we can get the best out of peo-
ple. Itis that simple. Ignore the
bad side and look hard for the
good one and trust your words
to lighten up someone’s day.
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man Rights Network, said, “We
value and take pride in the suc-
cessive accomplishments made
by Oman and its leadership in the
field of human rights protection.
We appreciate Oman’s positive
engagement in the global human
rights scheme and its recent sign-
ing of related agreements.”

Sheikh Khalifa Ali Al Harthy,
Diplomatic Affairs Undersecre-
tary at the Foreign Ministry and

as i'v!-"-":"' (S

the chief guest, said that the for-
mation of Oman Human Rights
Commission is a clear evidence of
the government’s keenness on pro-
tecting human rights for citizens
and residents alike.

Example

An example of this approach is
Oman’s signing 7 out of 9 global
human rights agreements, he
added. The workshop includes

Mohammed Ensour,
Head of the Middle
East and North Africa
Division of the Dffice of
the High Commissioner
for Human Rights,
hailed the step as

“a giant stride” that
reflects Oman's
political will and its
respect for human
rights charters

seminars in which representatives
of government and other depart-
ments are taking part. Local and
independent UN experts are giv-
inglectures at the workshop. -ona
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92ND SAUDI NATIONAL DAY GELEBRATED

The Embassy of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in Muscat held a reception on the occasion of the 92nd Saudi National Day at the Sheraton Hotel on Sunday. The ceremony was attended by a number
of senior officials in the Sultanate, a number of heads of diplomatic missions accredited to the Sultanate, and a number of officials at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. -ona
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Wadi Ghul is an abandoned
village, located to the north-
west of Al Hamra in Oman.
Visit the historical village
of Ghul, which is entirely
built with rocks and mud,
uniquely sitting on the edge
of Jabal Shams, overlooking
vast areas of farms. The vil-
lage is called Oman’s Grand
Canyon due to the fact that
it overlooks a towering can-

yon called Shorfat Al Nakhr.
There are camping centres,
an observatory, and places
for hiking and balcony walks.
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First bottled water in Oman

OMR3mn pact inked
for Sur Public Park

South Shargiyah
Governor’s Office
and Oman LNG Sign
Agreement for Sur
Public Park

SUR: As part of its efforts to pre-
serve the environment’s unique
biodiversity and transform the
coastal landscape of Sur, Oman
LNG signed a pivotal agreement
with South Shargiyah Governor’s
Office to fund Sur Public Park.

The estimated cost of the sec-
ond phase is three million Omani
Rials (OMR3 million) and the
park is set to be a public facility,
attracting residents and visitors
of Sur and South Shargiyah Gov-
ernorate in general.

Itis planned to operate as a self-
sustaining enterprise, providing
exceptional opportunities for en-

trepreneurship. Additionally, the
park will boost the tourism sector
in this magnificent and historic
governorate.

The Sur Public Park, a new
tourist destination, includes a
number of facilities such as chil-
dren’s playground, an amphi-
theater, a public library, butterfly
garden, sports fields, an event
square and a pedestrianised pond.

This project is positioned to tie-

in well with Oman 2040 Vision
and is aligned with the “People
and Society” pillar of the pivotal
Oman 2040 Vision, which aims
to develop the health aspect of
the society.

Additionally, it addresses
the family and community
wellbeing and health objec-
tives of this pillar. The latest
initiative will also advance the
company’s effort to boost its

environmental performance.

The agreement builds on ear-
lier support where Oman LNG
had funded detailed consultancy
services for the design phase of
the park, taking into considera-
tion a number of important fac-
tors to accommodate the needs
of its local community.

Commenting on this sign-
ing, Hamed Al Naamany, CEO of
Oman LNG, said: “We feel privi-
leged to pursue this project that
will provide many opportunities
for small and medium enterprises
(SMEs) to invest and grow new
businesses and community for
recreation. It is, by all means, an
environment-friendly project
that comes to raise awareness of
nature-based carbon offset and
enhance the touristic infrastruc-
ture in South Shargiyah”.

Since inception, Oman LNG
strives to finance different rec-
reational and touristic projects in
Oman and South Sharqiyah Gov-
ernorate in particular. Recently,
Oman LNG inaugurated the Fa-
tah Al Khair Centre in Sur, which
helped to preserve the city’s an-
cient maritime history.

atari delegation explores Oman’s
skill in environment preservation

MUSCAT: A delegation from
Qatar’s Ministry of Environment
and Climate Change explored
Oman’s experience in the field of
environment preservation.

This comes within the frame-
work of the delegation’s several-
day visit to the Sultanate of Oman.

Dr. Abdullah Ali Al Amri, Chair-
man of the Environment Au-
thority (EA) underscored the
importance of environmental
cooperation between Oman
and Qatar.

He pointed out that the two
countries have come a long way
in developing the environment
sector.

Al Amri also said that Oman
accords a great attention to the
environment sector within the
framework of Oman Vision 2040.

Omani documentary
showing country’s
diversity unveiled

MUSCAT: Details of the Omani
documentary themed “Oman in
Focus” were unveiled on Sunday.
The documentary highlights the
environment and tourism sectors
in the Sultanate of Oman.

Maisa Fahd Al Hooti, Ex-
ecutive Director of “Oman in
Focus” said that the documen-
tary is the fruit of continuous
efforts exerted over two con-
secutive years despite the chal-
lenges posed by the coronavirus
(COVID-19) pandemic.

She added that the two-hour
long documentary is presented in
three languages, namely Arabic,
English and French.

Al Hooti said that the main goal
of producing this documentary is
to highlight environmental as-
pects that were away from the
spotlight in Oman. The docu-
mentary shows the rich diversity
in Oman’s geography. It focuses
on endangered marine life and
wildlife, she added.

-ONA
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The project phases of pheno-
typic and molecular analyses
were completed in cooperation
with the College of Agricultural
and Marine Sciences at Sultan
Qaboos University.

The project ended with the
publication of three scientific
papers documenting the reg-
istration of (4) species of large
fungi within the genera Xan-
thagaricus, Agaricus, Microp-
salliota as new global update
and registration of these species
in the Sultanate of Oman, where
they were fully described, and
the supposed new species were
distinguished in the phyloge-
netic tree.

The research project came
out with several important sci-
entific outputs, most notably
the richness and diversity of
Dhofar Governorate in large
fungi, and the contribution of
these organisms to human-
ity in terms of manufacturing
food, medicines, pharmaceuti-
cals, nutraceuticals, bio-ferti-
lizers, bio-processing, textiles,
agriculture, etc. -ona

Scientific
papers

He also reiterated the significance
of supporting green economy, cir-
cular economy and ecotourism.

Control mechanisms

The Environment Authority gave
a presentation on environmental
legislations in Oman, as well as
control mechanisms and strate-
gies undertaken for environment
preservation.

The Qatari delegation toured
Mawarid Centre for the pres-
ervation of genetic resources.
The delegation will also tour
some natural reserves in various
governorates.

Dr. Ibrahim Abdullatif Al
Masalamani, Assistant Undersec-
retary for Protection and Natural
Reserves Affairs, headed the Qa-
tari delegation. -ona

Delegated by HM,
Roval Court Advisor
heads to Japan

MUSCAT: Delegated by His
Majesty Sultan Haitham bin
Tarik, Sheikh Salim Mustahail Al
Mashani, Advisor at the Diwan of
Royal Court headed on Sunday for
Japan to represent the Sultanate
of Oman in the official funeral of
former Japanese Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe, due to be held in To-

kyo this Tuesday.

Sheikh Salim is accompanied
by Sheikh Dr. Al Khattab Ghalib
Al Hinai, Deputy Chairman of the
State Council and Sheikh Moham-
med Saud Bahwan Al Mukhaini,
Chairman of Oman-Japan Friend-
ship Association.
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Stone slab laid at Jueen Elizabeth’s burial site

LONDON: An inscribed stone
slab has been laid where Queen
Elizabeth’s coffin was interred,
Buckingham Palace said on
Saturday.

The stone records the birth and
death dates of the late queen: “Eliz-
abeth I1 1926 -2022.” She ruled for
70 years and died on September 8
at the age of 96.

Queen Elizabeth died on Sep-
tember 8 at Balmoral Castle in

Scotland, and was buried after a
state funeral on Monday.

The queen’s coffin was interred
in the King George VI Memo-
rial Chapel at Windsor Castle’s St
George’s Chapel. The memorial
chapel was commissioned by the
late queen in the 1960s as a burial
place for her father.

The inscribed stone slab, which
is made of Belgian marble, shows
the names of the late queen’s par-

ents, King George VI and Elizabeth
the Queen Mother.

Her husband, Prince Philip, also
features on the stone. The late
queen’s spouse died last year.

Engraved on the ledger stone is
agarter star, representing an order
of knights that the Windsor dynas-
ty belongs to.

Queen Elizabeth’s sister, Prin-
cess Margaret, is interred at the
same chapel.

Windsor Castle reopens to the
public on Thursday, after which
people will be able to visit St
George’s Chapel.

Also on Saturday, the royal
family released an image of King
Charles ITI taking up his new state
duties for the first time.

Charles, 73, was photographed
at a desk at Buckingham Palace,
with a photograph of his parents in
the background. ow

Evacuations underway
as Super Typhoon Noru
heads toward Philippines

The storm made
landfall on Polilo
Island, which is home

to 13 million people

MANILA: Authorities in the Phil-
ippines have evacuated towns on
the main island of Luzon as Super
Typhoon Noru made landfall on
Sunday afternoon, local time.

Noru is the strongest storm to
hit the Philippines this year with
gusts of up to 195 km/h (121 mph).

The storm made landfall on Po-
lilo Island, 90 kilometres (almost
50 miles) north of the capital, Ma-
nila, which is home to 13 million
people. Authorities have warned
of potential flash floods, landslides
and tidal surges.

“We ask residents living in dan-
ger zones to adhere to calls for
evacuation whenever necessary,”
Philippine National Police chief
General Rodolfo Azurin said.

Residents seek shelter
Residents in certain municipali-
ties along the eastern seaboard

have evacuated their homes and
sought shelter as the storm nears.
Ferries and fishing boats have also
been barred from leaving port.

On Monday, schools in Manila
and surrounding areas will be
closed and non-essential services
will be suspended.

“I asked our mayors to comply
with strict preemptive evacua-
tions,” Helen Tan, governor of the
neighboring Quezon province, told
the DZRH radio station.

The Philippine Coast Guard
said more than 2,000 passengers
have been left stranded by ferry
cancellations due to the storm.

‘A good recipe for explosive
intensification’
Noru comes nine months after an-
other super typhoon devastated
swaths of the country, killing more
than 400 people and leaving hun-
dreds of thousands homeless.
Robb Gile, a forecaster at the

North Korea test-fires ballistic
missile towards eastern sea

SEOUL: North Korea fired a bal-
listic missile into its eastern sea,
South Korea’s military said on
Sunday.

The launch came a day after
South Korean officials said they
detected signs that Pyongyang
was preparing to test a missile
designed to be fired from subma-
rines. Japan also confirmed the
launch and said it reached a maxi-
mum altitude at 50 kilometres (30
miles) and may have flown on an
irregular trajectory.

Japan’s Defence Minister Yasu-
kazu Hamada said the missile fell
outside Japan’s exclusive econom-
ic zone.

‘Threat to the peace’

“North Korea’s action represent
a threat to the peace and securi-
ty of our country, the region and
the international community
and to do this as the Ukraine in-

vasion unfolds is unforgivable,”
Hamada said.

North Korea has carried out
more than 30 missile tests this
year. The country’s leader Kim
Jong Un has told his parliament
this month that he would never
abandon his nuclear weapons and
missiles he needs to counter what
he perceives as US hostility.

A barrage of missile tests by
Pyongyang in June had prompted
the United States and South Korea
to respond with tests of their own.

The latest test comes as the US
nuclear-powered aircraft carrier
USS Ronald Reagan and its strike
group arrived in South Korea for-
joint military exercises.

South Korea’s President Yoon
Suk-yeol, who vowed on the cam-
paign trail to get tough with Kim,
has ramped up Seoul’s joint drills
with the US.

The arrival of the carrier group
is part of a push to have increased
US nuclear-capable assets operate
inthe areato deter North Korea. ow

state weather bureau PAGASA,
said Noru’s rapid intensification as
it neared land was “unprecedent-
ed.” “Typhoons are like engines —
you need a fuel and an exhaust to
function,” Gile said.

“In the case of [Noru], it has a
good fuel because it has plenty of
warm waters along its track and
then there is a good exhaust in the
upper level of the atmosphere — so
it’s a good recipe for explosive in-
tensification.” pw
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Tropical storm
Filona caused
damage mnever seeny
before in Canada

ONTARIO: Fiona ripped into
eastern Canada on Saturday,
forcing evacuations, knocking
down trees and powerlines, and
reducing many homes on the
coast to rubble with hurricane-
force winds.

“We're seeing reports of sig-
nificant damage in the region,
and recovery is going to be a big
effort,” Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau said, adding that some
areas have experienced “storm
damage like they’ve never seen.”

He met with the government
emergency response team and
said the military would be de-
ployed to help with the clean-up.

The Canadian leader was due
to attend the funeral of former
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe but said he now would no
longer make the trip. Instead, he
would visit the storm-damaged
areas as soon as possible.

“There are people who see
their houses destroyed, people
who are very worried, we will be
there for you,” he promised.

Canadians describe
devastation as Fiona hits
In Nova Scotia, where the storm
made landfall, more than 384,000
households were left without
electricity, Nova Scotia Power
reported.

New Brunswick reported
32,000 homes were without pow-

er,aswell as 82,000 in Prince Ed-
ward Island.

Nova Scotia Premier Tim
Houston said roads were washed
out, including his own, and said
an “incredible” amount of trees
were down.“It is pretty devastat-
ing. The sad reality is the peo-
ple who need information are
unable to hear it. Their phones
are not working, they don’t have
power or access to the inter-
net,” Houston said. Ocean waves
pounded the town of Port Aux
Basques on the coast of New-
foundland and washed entire
buildings into the sea.

“There is an apartment build-
ing that’s literally gone. There
are entire streets that are gone,”
Rene Roy, editor-in-chief of
Wreckhouse Weekly in Port
aux Basques, told the Canadian
Broadcasting Corp.

“This is hands down the most
terrifying thing I've ever seen
in my life,” Roy said, describing
many homes as “just a pile of rub-
ble in the ocean right now.” ow

More than 20 killed after
boat capsizes in Bangladesh

DHAKA: At least 24 people were
killed and dozens more left miss-
ing on Sunday after a boat cap-
sized in ariver in Bangladesh.

The boat was carrying Hindu
pilgrims who were heading to a
centuries-old temple.

The incident — the worst of
its kind in the country this year
— took place in the Karotoa river
close to the town of Boda in the
north of Bangladesh.

“Firefighters and divers are
searching for more bodies,” a lo-
cal police officer told AFP.

Officials said that 12 women
and eight children were among
the dead bodies that had been
found.

What do we know so far?

The exact number of passengers
is not known, but other people
who had been on the boat said

that the number was close to 70.

Alocal TV channel shared foot-
age captured on a mobile phone of
the incident. It showed the over-
crowded boat suddenly tip over,
throwing the people into the river.

Authorities have not yet given a
cause for the incident. The weath-
er at the time was calm.

The pilgrims on the boat were
headed to the Bodeshwari Tem-
ple which attracts thousands of

Hindus in the Muslim-majority
country each year.

Sunday was the first day of Dur-
ga Puja, the biggest Hindu festival
in Bangladesh and eastern India.

Bangladesh’s record of water-
way accidents

Fatal incidents such as Sun-
day’s one are a fairly regular oc-
currence in the south Asian coun-
try that is crisscrossed by rivers
and waterways. ow
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HRH GROWN PRINGE REGEIVE
GERMAN CHANGELLOR SCHOLZ

HRH Crown Prince conveyed the

greetings of the Custodian of the Two

Holy Mosques King Salman bin Abdulaziz
Al Saud to the Chancellor who sent his

greetings to the King

JEDDAH: His Royal Highness
Prince Mohammed bin Salman
bin Abdulaziz, Crown Prince and
Deputy Prime Minister, received
German Federal Chancellor Olaf
Scholz at Al-Salam Palace in
Jeddah on Saturday.

At the outset of the reception,
HRH Crown Prince welcomed
the German Chancellor on his
visit to the Kingdom, while the

Olaf Scholz talks energy supply with UA]
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Chancellor expressed his hap-
piness to visit the Kingdom and
meet with HRH Crown Prince.

HRH Crown Prince conveyed
the greetings of the Custodian
of the Two Holy Mosques King
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud
to the Chancellor who sent his
greetings to the King.

During the meeting, they
discussed aspects of Saudi-

14
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Sharjah international
forum to explore solutions
to pressing global issues

SHARJAH: Pressing humani-
tarian, economic, and social is-
sues and innovative solutions
will be the focus of the 11th Inter-
national Government Communi-
cation Forum (IGCF) in Sharjah.

The “Challenges and Solu-
tions” forum, on September
28-29 will feature 12 activities
led by more than 50 experts and
intellectuals.

The opening day of the an-
nual event organised by the In-
ternational Government Com-
munication Centre (IGCC) - an
initiative of Sharjah Government
Media Bureau (SGMB) - will be
launched with “Media Curricu-
lum Session: Theoretical Reality
and the Labour Market.”

The session will discuss the
suitability of mainstream jour-
nalism and media curricula in
meeting the requirements of the
labour market and will formulate
recommendations to achieve as-
pects of development required to
be in line with current needs.

The brainstorming session
‘Entrepreneurs’ challenges Who
has the solutions?” will focus on
the economic changes and tech-
nological developments that are
posing challenges for entrepre-
neurs. Ideas shared by speakers
will be a source of inspiration for
entrepreneurs and incentivise
them to take steps to keep pace

with the entrepreneurial envi-
ronments at the domestic, re-
gional and global levels.

The ‘Writing Room’ project
comprises aseries of workshops
aimed at discovering promising
new talents and providing them
with the opportunity to develop
their writing skills, as well as
work on sustainable strategies
by qualifying and training con-
tent writers.

The “Generational Dialogue:
Media Experiences and Knowl-
edge” discussion will allow stu-
dents of journalism and media
faculties to benefit from the ex-
pertise and experience of Arab
media officials who will share
their visions and perspectives
and will answer questions from
the audience.

The brainstorming session
“Shaping a new world for refu-
gees” will deliberate ways of
integrating refugees into socie-
ties to fulfill their aspirations to
enjoy a decent life. -wam

German relations, areas of
partnership between the two
countries, prospects for bilat-
eral cooperation and opportu-
nities for their development in
accordance with the Kingdom’s
Vision 2030.

They also reviewed the latest
developments at the regional and
international levels and efforts
to achieve international stabil-
ity and peace, and exchanged
views on a number of issues of
common concern.

HRH Crown Prince and the
German Chancellor met busi-
nessmen from the Saudi and
German sides.

HRH Crown Prince also held
a working luncheon for the
German Chancellor. The re-
ception was attended by Prince
Abdulaziz bin Salman bin Ab-

dulaziz, Minister of Energy,
Prince Turki bin Mohammed
bin Fahd bin Abdulaziz, Minis-
ter of State and Cabinet’s Mem-
ber, Prince Abdulaziz bin Saud
bin Naifbin Abdulaziz, Minister
of Interior, Prince Abdullah bin
Bandar bin Abdulaziz, Minis-
ter of National Guard, Minis-
ter of State, Cabinet’s Member,
National Security Advisor Dr.
Musaed bin Mohammed Al-Ai-
ban, Minister of Commerce and
Acting Minister of Media Dr.
Majid bin Abdullah Al-Qasabi,
Minister of Investment Eng.
Khalid Al-Falih, and Minister of
Finance Mohammed Al-Jadaan
(the accompanying minister).

On the German side, the re-
ception was attended by the
delegation accompanying the
Chancellor. -spa

ABU DHABI: German Chan-
cellor Olaf Scholz arrived in the
United Arab Emirates on Sunday
after meeting with the Saudi crown
prince on Saturday.

Scholz said he had made pro-
gress in talks in Abu Dhabi to buy
liquified natural gas (LNG) from
the Gulf state.

The chancellor said “a whole
series” of projects was already
in the works. He also emphasised

the need to rely on a variety of

sources for Germany’s energy
needs and that being dependent
on just one source “will certainly
not happen again.”

Scholz is scheduled to stop off

in Qatar — the controversial host
of this year’s World Cup soccer

Read online

timesofoman.com

ABDULLA BIN ZAYED MEETS IRANIAN FOREIGN
MINISTER IN NEW YORK

H.H. Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Minister of Foreign
Affairs and International Cooperation, has met with Hossein
Amir-Abdollahian, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Iran, on the
sidelines of the 77th session of the United Nations General

Assembly in New York.

During the meeting, the two sides discussed bilateral relations
and ways to enhance cooperation between the two countries to
achieve their common interests. They also exchanged views
regional and international developments.

The two diplomats reviewed a number of issues on the agenda
of the United Nations General Assembly. -wam »

Kuwaiti youth turning
passion into business

KUWAIT: While some people
depend on government salaries
to cover their living expenses,
some Kuwaiti youths sought
alternative ways to generate in-
come by turning their passions
into lucrative businesses.

Some of them expressed, in re-
marks to Kuwait News Agency
(KUNA), their deep desire tobreak
the mold and to embody the say-
ing “If you do what you love, you’'ll
never work a day in your life”.

Art studio owner, Dalal Al
Hashel said that she was proud
to be one of the first in Kuwait to
open a space dedicated to “latte
art”, a discipline focusing on
creating art from pour micro-
foams in cups of coffee.

Al Hashel revealed that she
began her quest in 2021, start-
ing women-only classes in latte
art, which proved to be very
popular and lucrative.

Coffee roastery owner Fawaz
Nasser said that the initial seeds
for his business were conceptu-
alized during the 2020 COV-
ID-19 lockdown.

Post-lockdown measures,
Nasser and his partner traveled
abroad to gain experience and
once back home, start their cof-
fee roastery business.

“There were many trials I faced
due to being a youth and not hav-
ing the necessary capital to open

tournament — later on Sunday to
end his two-day trip. “We need to
make sure that the production
of LNG in the world is advanced
to the point where the high de-
mand that exists can be met
without having to resort to the
production capacity that exists
in Russia,” the chancellor said.

Scholz is being accompanied by
alarge delegation of German busi-
ness leaders whose firms are par-
ticularly vulnerable to gas short-
ages this winter.

Green hydrogen

Germany is also on the lookout
for sources of green hydrogen
produced using renewable ener-
gies that it may hope to source

the business,” indicated Nasser
who had to talk a bank loan to
kick-start his quest to provide to-
pnotch coffee for clients.

Similarly, Yasmeen Moham-
mad, a ceramic and clay artist,
indicated that she did not know
that her passion for her art would
lead to opening a business.

Prior to pursuing her dream,
Yasmeen was a government em-
ployee who took a leap of faith
by quitting her day job and first
opening a shop at home.

The home business was fol-
lowed by a shop opening, which
then turned into a showroom
where she would provide class-
es in ceramic and clay art for
anyone interested.

In reaction to the youths’ pas-
sion, several members of the
public expressed their support.

Abu Yousef, a 74-year-old
senior citizen, gave his approval
and support to the youth, saying
that what they were doing was
not very far from what the old
generation pursued in terms of
hard work and determination.

Um Manal, also another sen-
ior citizen, expressed pride in
the youths’ dreams of a better
future, saying that his son was
a car mechanic that left his gov-
ernment job to seek his passion,
adding that his shop employs
both Kuwaitis and residents. sna

- leaders

from the Gulf.

The German leader’s visit
comes as the country seeks to find
replacement sources of energy af-
ter pledging to cut its dependence
on Russian gas.

Before the invasion of Ukraine,
Berlin had bought around 55 per-
cent of its gas from Moscow and
had been planning to open the
Nord Stream 2 pipeline through
the North Sea for even more direct
access to Russian energy imports.

However, deliveries from Rus-
sia have dwindled to almost noth-
ing, helping to send energy costs
through the roof and forcing the
German government to buy out
the country’s main energy pro-
vider Uniper. -ow

Saudi Arabia sends more aid
for flood victims in Pakistan
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KARACHI: The fourth and fifth
Saudi relief planes, laden with
60 tonnes of aid, including tents,
blankets, shelter kits, food bas-
kets and dates, benefiting 8,424
people, arrived in Karachi, Paki-
stan, on Friday.

The planes come as part of the
Saudi relief air bridge dispatched
by King Salman Humanitarian
Aid and Relief Center (KSrelief)
to support those affected by floods
and rains in the Islamic Republic
of Pakistan. The air bridge also
comes in implementation of the

directives of the Custodian of the
Two Holy Mosques, King Salman
bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, and with
the follow-up of His Royal High-
ness the Crown Prince.

The aid was received by the Na-
tional Disaster Management Au-
thority and will be distributed to
the affected people in a number of
regions in Pakistan.

This aid comes as a part of hu-
manitarian programs and efforts
being provided by Saudi Arabia,
represented by KSrelief, to sup-
port a number of countries.-sea
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witzerland register
istoric win over Spain

Spain dominated the
opening proceedings
at La Romareda,

but a set piece gave
Switzerland the lead
in the 21st minute

MADRID: A lacklustre display in
Zaragoza saw Spain humbled 2-1
at home and the Portuguese pip
them to top spot.

Spain knew they needed to
match or better Portugal’s result
away to Czechia in order to remain
top of their Nations League group.

Spain dominated the opening
proceedings at La Romareda, but a
set piece gave Switzerland the lead
in the 21st minute.

Ruben Vargas’ corner from the
left was well met by Manuel Akan-
ji and there was little Unai Simon
could do about the perfectly placed
header. Shortly before the break,
the Athletic Club goalkeeper did
well to deny Xherdan Shaqiri a
goal which would have doubled the

Swiss lead.

The attacker waltzed through
the Spanish defence, but a strong
hand from Unai Simon kept the
deficit at 1-0 before the interval.

Luis Enrique’s side came out
determined in the second period
and levelled the game in the 55th
minute, the Spanish MARCA
newspaper reported.

Marco Asensio did excellently
to receive the ball in midfield, turn
and run at the defence, before slid-
ing through a nice pass which re-
leased Jordi Alba to smash home.

The lead didn’t last long though
and about three minutes later, the
visitors were back ahead and again

it came from a corner.

Breel Embolo celebrated having
turned it in, but the last touch may
have come from Eric Garcia.

The second Swiss goal prompt-
ed Luis Enrique to turn to his
bench with a triple substitution,
sending on Yeremy Pino, Borja Ig-
lesias and Nico Williams in place
of Ferran Torres, Marco Asensio
and Pablo Sarabia.

A new-look front three to try to
rescue the game.Marcos Llorente
replaced Pedri shortly afterwards
and the versatile Atletico Madrid
player brought a good save out of
Yann Sommer with an effort from
distance as Spain turned the screw.

Switzerland generally with-
stood the pressure well, however,
and Spain, despite their domina-
tion of the ball, struggled to open
the visitors up and get in behind.

Thesubslookedlively and another
of them, Carlos Soler, perhaps went
closestto an equaliser butitwasn’tto
be. Switzerland end Spain’s run of 22
home games undefeated.

The Swiss did their job well, but
Spain will be concerned by their
lack of creativity and the slowness
of their ball movement.

Next up for Luis Enrique’s side
is a trip to Braga to attempt to re-
claim first position in the group
from Portugal. ona

Kipchoge breaks his own marathon world record

BERLIN: Double Olympic cham-
pion Eliud Kipchoge has broken
his own men’s marathon world re-
cord at arace in Berlin.

The 37-year-old Kenyan crossed
the line in a time of two hours, one
minute and nine seconds, to beat
by 30 seconds his previous best,
set four years ago in the German
capital city.

He had previously taken one
minute 20 seconds off compatriot
Dennis Kimetto’s 2014 record of

2:02.57 in Berlin.

Kipchoge had played down his
chances of a world record in the
build up.

“I am happy with my prepara-
tion and I think I was so fast be-
cause of the teamwork. Everything
is down to teamwork,” he said.

He added, “What motivates
me is my family and I want to in-
spire young people. Sport unites
people and that is what moti-
vates me.” ona

_b_EkO Live like a Pro

Beko’s new built-inrangeis -
beyond beautiful, just like nature ==

r

=50

Genetco

W

C.R No. TOIFSED

MUSCAT SALALAH B @GenetcoOman
97693496, 96742452 79011363 El @GenetcoOman
Avanilable at

Major Hypermarkets & Electronics Retailers

& www.genetco.net

[ Genetco Oman

SHOP

: % NOW

rafeeq.om

TIMES OF OMAN

.
= WA

Not a fan of Deepti
Sharma ‘mankading’
her opponent from
non-striker's end’: Amy

LONDON: Following her side’s
16-run loss to Team India in the
third and final ODI, England
captain Amy Jones said that she
is not a fan of Deepti Sharma
‘mankading’ her opponent from
the non-striker’s end.

Renuka Singh’s four wickets,
Rajeshwari Gayakwad’s two-
wicket haul and an all-round ef-
fort from Women in Blue helped
India give Jhulan Goswami a
series-winning farewell as they
bundled out hosts for 153 in the
third ODI against England at
Lord’s ground on Saturday, win-
ning the game by 16 runs. But the
act of Deepti mankading Eng-
land’s Charlotte Dean is just as
much in headlines as Jhulan’s
retirement. It has garnered po-
larising reactions from fans and
players alike.

“Not happy with the result, we
bowled really well, we just need-
ed a bigger partnership. The last
dismissal divides opinion. I am
notafanbutit depends how India
feel about it. It is within the rules,
hopefully does not take the shine
off the summer. Lots [of captain-
cy learning]. A massive learning
experience. Learnt the hard way
in the 2nd ODI with some prac-
tical errors,” tweeted Jones in a
post-match presentation.

“The girls have been support-
ive. Looking forward to having

Heath [Knight] back. The aver-
age age is pretty low and Cap-
sey, Kemp (Freya Kemp) and it
has been a brilliant summer for
us. She looked good out there,
She absorbed the pressure and
knuckled down - not sure she
was getting out any other way [on
Dean]. We will remember and she
will be missed. All the best for her
future but we will miss her [on
coach Keightley],” she added.

Coming to the match, India
was bundled out for 169 after be-
ing put to bat first by England.
Half-centuries from Smriti Man-
dhana (50) and Deepti Sharma
(68) helped Women in Blue avoid
humiliation. Pacer Kate Cross
(4/26) was England’s leading
bowler. Freya Kemp (2/24) and
Sophie Ecclestone (2/27) also did
great for England.

Chasing 170, a brilliant spell
from Renuka Singh (4/29) had
reduced England to 65/7. Knocks
from captain Amy Jones (28) and
Charlotte Dean (47) took Eng-
land close to avictory, but a Deep-
ti Sharma ran out Dean, who was
at the non-striker’s end to seal
a 16-run win for India. Jhulan
(2/30) and Rajeshwari Gayakwad
(2/38) also starred in India’s win.
With this victory, Team India has
sealed the series 3-0. They have
won their first series against Eng-
land since 1999. am

Fighting fourth for fiery
Marc Marquez in Motedi

MOTEGI: A thrilling return to
the points for Marc Marquez as
he took an exciting fourth place
finish in just his second race back
from injury, fourth months after
his last complete race. Pol Espar-
garo earned 12th with a defensive
ride in Japan.

The weather was once again
front and centre at Mobility Re-
sort Motegi as the storms broke
and brilliant sunshine beat down
on the track. This presented the
Repsol Honda Team with the extra

work of readjusting the setting of

the Honda RC213V to the hotter,
and dryer, conditions of the day.

A strong start to Warm Up al-
lowed both sides of the garage to
gain the data they needed. Marc
Marquez and Pol Espargaro each
suffered falls at Turn 9 during
‘Warm Up without serious conse-
quence. For the 91st time in his
career, Marc Marquez lined up
in pole position in what would be
his 150th race in the premier class
with the Repsol Honda Team. A
solid launch saw Marquez defend
his place inside the top three in
the opening corners as the race
erupted behind. Taking a steady
approach to conserving his
strength until the end of the race,
the #93 settled into fifth and his
own pace.

His plan played out and as the
race entered its closing stages,
Marquez reeled in Miguel OIl-
iveira ahead. Biding his time,
the eight-time World Champion
struck on lap 22 with a strong
pass for fourth in the race. The
finish marks not only a return to
the points for the first time since
Mugello for Marquez but also
equals his best finish of the year,
achieved at the Spanish Grand
Prix in Jerez. It was an exciting
end to a race enjoyed by Honda
President and CEO Toshihiro
Mibe and the assembled Honda
and HRC board members inside
the Repsol Honda Team garage.

Like his teammate, Pol Espar-
garo launched well and gained
several positions off the line. The
#44 was fastin the openinglaps as
he hunted down reigning MotoGP

World Champion Fabio Quarta-
raro and attempted to push deeper
inside the top ten. Mounting pres-
sure from Bagnaia and Bastianini
behind forced Espargaro to focus
on defending as his tyres began
to drop and Quartararo escaped
ahad. Holding the Ducati pair off
for the majority of the race, Espar-
garo would cross the line in 12th
place and netted his best finish
since the French GP.

Honda enjoyed home delights
as Ai Ogurabecame the first Japa-
nese rider to win at home since
Hiroshi Aoyama won the 250cc
Japanese GP in 2006. Ogura now
sits just two points back from the
lead of the Moto2 World Champi-
onship.

Now the paddock once again
prepare immediately for the next
race, a return to the Thai GP and
the final race in this triple-header.
The MotoGP World Champion-
ship’s last visit in 2019 saw Marc
Marquez lift his eighth World
Championship title with a thrill-
inglast-lap victory.

“I am very happy with how
the whole weekend has gone and
we were able to put together an
exciting race in the end. Most
importantly it was a productive
weekend and overall, it was a lot
better than we were expecting. It

was an important race because it
is the first I have finished since
my operation so it was a good
test of the arm and also in this
area we've been able to learn. Of
course I would have liked to fin-
ish higher, but being realistic it
was a good result and I was able to
maintain my rhythm and then at-
tack in the last laps. I want to say
thanks to Honda and the Repsol
Honda Team for helping me to
put together a good weekend. Also
thank you to all the Japanese staff
and fans who came this weekend,
it was a pleasure to see everyone
again. Now we go to Thailand!”
said Honda rider Marc Marquez.

“I was feeling good in the first
laps honestly. I was behind Quart-
araro and I felt like I was faster
than him, I just couldn’t get close
enough to pass him and I didn’t
want to risk anything. After six or
seven laps behind him, the per-
formance dropped a bit and al-
lowed some riders to get past me
so Ilost my rhythm a bit. My tyres
dropped and I started to struggle
more. But it’s important to focus
on the positives, and today we
were strong at the start. It is an
improvement over Aragon and
we will try to make another step
next week,” said Honda rider Pol
Espargaro. am
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MSXINDEX ENDS LOWER

The MSX index closed at 4,458.11 points,
down by 0.33 per cent from previous
close. The Sharia Index ended down by
0.35 per cent at 478.29 points. Oman
REIT Fund, up 345 per cent, was the top
gainer while Oman Chlorine, down 9.89

per cent, was the top loser.

Bank Muscat signs OMR39 million
financing facility pact with Galfar

The bank will provide
Galfar with additional
project-specific credit
facilities of nearly
OMR39 million

Times News Service

MUSCAT: In line with its com-
mitment to providing world-class
banking services and facilities,
Bank Muscat, the leading finan-
cial services provider in the Sul-
tanate, and Galfar Engineering &
Contracting, one of Oman’s larg-
est, multi-disciplined engineer-
ing, contracting and construction
companies have signed an agree-
ment for an OMR39 million fi-
nancing facility.

Through this agreement, the
bank will provide Galfar with ad-
ditional project-specific credit fa-
cilities of nearly OMR39 million.
Galfar is one of Bank Muscat’s
largest and oldest corporate cus-
tomers with a relationship span-
ning decades.

The landmark agreement was
signed by Ahmed Faqir Al Bu-
lushi, Chief Banking Officer, Bank
Muscat and Dr Hamoud Al Tobi,
CEOQO, Galfar in the presence of Il-
ham Murtadha Al Hamaid, Gen-
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STRATEGIC PACT: The landmark agreement was signed by Ahmed Faqir Al Bulushi, Chief Banking Officer, Bank Muscat and Dr Hamoud
Al Tobi, CEQ, Galfar in the presence of Ilham Murtadha Al Hamaid, General Manager - Corporate Banking, Bank Muscat and senior officials

from both institutions. - supplied picture

eral Manager - Corporate Banking,
Bank Muscat and senior officials
from both institutions.

Speaking on the occasion,
Ahmed Faqgir Al Bulushi, Chief
Banking Officer, Bank Muscat,
said: “Bank Muscat is delighted
to strengthen the cooperation be-
tween the bank and Galfar. We
thank the executive management
of Galfar for their strong confi-
dence in Bank Muscat, which has

led to the successful closure of
this highly-customised transac-
tion. The transaction is a testa-
ment to Bank Muscat’s vision “To
serve you better, every day” and
our commitment to being a pillar
that supports the country’s needs
across both government and pri-
vate sectors by financing projects
of national importance.”

Ahmed Faqir Al Bulushi fur-
ther explained how Bank Muscat

has been playing a major role for
the past four decades in providing
banking and financing solutions
to government and private sector
institutions. The bank will con-
tinue providing strong support to
organisations and businesses of
all sizes operating in the Sultanate
of Oman to develop different sec-
tors. He added that the bank has
the expertise to understand the
financing needs of companies and

0R’s consolidated revenue soars
by 63% to $22.76 hillion in 2021

MUSCAT: 0Q recorded consoli-
dated revenue of $22.768 billion
by the end of 2021, compared to
$14.006 billion in 2020, an in-
crease of 63 per cent.

Earnings before interest, taxes,
depreciation and amortisation
(EBITDA) stood at $3.699 bil-
lion, an increase of 154 per cent as
compared to 2020. The net profit
amounted to $1.818 billion.

This was stated in OQ’s third
sustainability report for 2021.
The report highlights the group’s
achievements in various fields, as
well as its economic progress, in-
country value (ICV), social invest-
ment, health, safety and environ-
ment, digital transformation, and
human resources.

The report, issued as part of OQ’s
efforts to achieve sustainability
goals, was developed in accordance
with the guidelines issued by the
Global Reporting Initiative, which
promotes integrity, transparency,
and business governance standards.

According to the report, there
was an increase in spending on
goods and purchases from local

markets by 30 per cent, amounting
to $931 million in 2021, compared
t0 2020.

The increase in spending comes
as part of the efforts made to en-
hance in-country value (ICV),
which is one of the areas of focus
for OQ. It also highlights OQ’s be-
lief in the importance of increas-
ing the procurement of goods and
services from the local markets.
0Q makes it mandatory for con-
tractors and suppliers to help
national companies become glob-
ally competitive and enhance their
ability to innovate and grow.

Supporting small and medium
enterprises (SMEs) and foster-
ing entrepreneurship, is one of
the key Omani government pri-
orities. As part of the group’s ICV
programme, OQ supports and en-
courages the growth and progress
of SMEs. In 2021, 0Q awarded 147
tenders, worth $165 million, for
SMEs, an increase of 54 per cent
compared to 2020.

As part of OQ’s social responsi-
bility and its commitment to serve
the local communities in which it

operates, the group allocated $10.5
million for social investment pro-
grammes. The emergency support
for those affected by the climatic
conditions (Shaheen) amounted
to $5.10 million. More than 730
volunteers participated in relief
efforts for the affected families,
completing 8,796 voluntary hours
which benefited 11,260 people.

‘Within its efforts to preserve the
environment and natural resourc-
es, as well as promote business
sustainability, OQ has adopted the
decarbonisation policy and given
it the necessary priority. Work is
currently underway on four major
projects in green hydrogen. OQ
has also implemented a number of
initiatives to manage water con-
sumption and produce 30 mega-
watts of renewable energy in 2021.

As for digital transformation and
cybersecurity, OQ has introduced
the Cybersecurity Management
System. The group carried out 11
cybersecurity risk assessments on
cloud hosting service providers. It
also implemented advanced mod-
els of artificial intelligence.

0Q continues its efforts to pro-
vide employment opportunities to
the national workforce. The num-
ber of male and female employees
in the Group companies in the
Sultanate of Oman stood at 4,700,
of which 82 per cent are Omanis.
About 65 per cent of employees are
under 30 years old.

In 2021, OQ sponsored the edu-
cation of 22 male and female stu-
dents in international universities
and colleges under the Takatuf
Scholarship programme. The group
has nine training programmes to
develop and rehabilitate national
human resources. The training pro-
grammes are in line with the gov-
ernment’s efforts to provide Oma-
nis with training, job, and career
development opportunities.

As a global energy company, OQ
has established a presence in 17
countries across five continents,
exporting its products to more
than 70 countries. The group seeks
to further strengthen its position
globally by meeting the voluntary
reporting and disclosure of its
business activities. -ona

structure financial solutions that
meet their requirements.

Dr Hamoud Al Tobi, CEO, Gal-
far said: “We are pleased to fur-
ther strengthen our partnership
with Bank Muscat by concluding
this bespoke agreement to facili-
tate the execution of three major
projects, which are part of the in-
frastructure development of our
beloved nation. This will also sup-
port our further growth and en-

i

¥

able Galfar to play an integral role
in the sustainable development
of Oman in the coming years.”He
went on to explain that this agree-
ment reflects the keen support of
Bank Muscat and the banking sec-
tor in harnessing their capabilities
to play a very active role in sup-
porting corporates and aiding eco-
nomic growth and development.

Bank Muscat offers a wide range
of banking products and services
for corporates including loans for
project financing, corporate loans
and capital financing for project
expansion through bilateral as
well as syndicated facilities.

It is also a leading trade-finance
services provider in the region and
blends traditional financial solu-
tions with tailor-made packages
for operations, ensuring prompt
payments, managing liquidity and
minimising exchange-rate risks.

Over the past 40 years, the bank
is privileged to have contributed
significantly to the emergence and
establishment of many institu-
tions that are today well-known
and leading institutions in the
private sector. It is of great signifi-
cance that during the past decades,
Bank Muscat has signed agree-
ments with several corporates and
institutions across different sec-
tors like contracting, trading, ener-
gy, water, telecommunications, oil
and gas, transport, real estate and
international trade. The projects,
which were financed by the bank,
are today achieving great success
and contributing to the sustain-
able development of the country.

.
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Meeting to focus on

Impact of

natural

calamities on
Insurance industry

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Middle East and
North Africa regional seminar
on the Supervision of Climate
Risk Insurance Protection Gap,
organised by the Capital Market
Authority of Oman (CMA) and
the Supervisory Authority of In-
surance and Social Welfare of the
Kingdom of Morocco will be held
on Tuesday.

The event will be held within
the implementation of the mem-
orandum of understanding be-
tween the two regulators of the
insurance sectors in the Sultan-
ate of Oman and the Kingdom of
Morocco signed in the first quar-
ter of this year.

The two-day seminar will be
conducted in collaboration with
the International Association of
Insurance Supervisors (TAIS),
Access to Insurance Initiative
(A2ii) and Sustainable Insurance
Forum (SIF).

The seminar targets insurance
supervisors in the Mena region
and insurance industry special-
ists and professionals and will

discussissuesrelated to the man-
agement of natural calamities to
explore a road map prepared by
the TAIS on climate risk and the
opinions of the regulators on the
challenges facing insurance mar-
kets in the region as well as the
issues facing the insurance regu-
lators in the region in addition to
the activities of A2ii and SIF on
closing the climate risk insur-
ance protection gap.

The seminar will contribute
to increasing awareness of the
importance of setting up hedg-
ing programmes and policies and
enhancing the insurance indus-
try’s ability to face the challenges
caused by climate change.

It is worth noting that the Sul-
tanate of Oman witnessed in
recent years a number of excep-
tional climate conditions that
can be described as natural ca-
lamities caused by climate change
the most recent was Cyclone
Shaheen. Climate change is one of
the most important issues in our
era with consequences on weath-
er patterns, food production, sea
level rise and catastrophic floods.
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MSX index
ends lower

Oman REIT Fund, up 3.45 per cent, was the

top gainer while, Oman Chlorine, down 9.89

per cent, was the top loser

Wreh

MUSCAT: The MSX index
closed at 4,458.11 points, down by
0.33 per cent from the previous
close. The Sharia Index ended
down by 0.35 per cent at 478.29
points. Oman REIT Fund, up
3.45 per cent, was the top gainer
while, Oman Chlorine, down 9.89
per cent, was the top loser.

Shares of Bank Muscat were
the most active in terms of the
number of shares traded as well
as in terms of turnover.

A total number of 255 trades
were executed during the day’s
trading session, generating a
turnover of OMR1.28 million,
with more than 3.83 million
shares changing hands.

Out of 28 traded securities, 1
advanced, 19 declined, and 8 re-
mained unchanged.

At the session close, GCC and
Arab investors were net sellers
for OMR101,000 while domes-

TSTOCKEXCHANGE  Inaso o o

tic investors were net buyers for
OMR92,000, followed by foreign
investors for OMR9,000 worth
of shares.

Financial Index closed at
7,097.37 points, down 0.18 per
cent. There were no gainers for
the day.

Prices of Al Anwar Investment,
Global Financial Investments, Al
Shargia Investment, Al Madina
Takaful and Taageer Finance
were down by 3.7 per cent, 1.7 per
cent, 1.25 per cent, 1.15 per cent
and 1.09 per cent respectively.

Industrial Index closed at
6,163.86 points, down 1.2 per
cent. There were no gainers for
the day. Prices of Oman Chlorine,
Oman Flour Mills, Raysut Ce-
ment, National Aluminium and
Voltamp Energy were down by
9.89 per cent, 741 per cent, 3 per
cent, 2.44 per cent and 2 per cent
respectively. — United Securities
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o 0CK
EXCHANGE

TIMES OF OMAN

INDICES

Index Low. Value Prev.Value.......... ) i o Diff %
MSX 30 INDEX 4,450.51 4,458.11 4,472.93 -14.82 -0.33
FINANCIAL INDEX ..7,086.37 7,097.37 7,110.21 -12.84 -0.18
Industry Inde ..6,152.72 6,163.85 6,238.46 -74.60 -1.20
Services INAeX .....cc.ooeererueceeereererreeeenns 4 1,606.01 1,606.73 1,613.73 -7.00 -043
MSX Shariah Index J 47720 478.29 479.98 -1.69 -0.35
MSX TR INDEX. g 5,613.13 5,622.71 5,641.40 -18.69 -0.33
FINANCIAL TR IDX k 7415.09 7426.60 7440.04 -13.43 -0.18
SERVICES TR IDX . 1,667.69 1,668.44 1,675.71 -7.27 -043
INDUSTRIAL TR IDX. 6,474.47 6,385.49 6,397.05 6,474.47 -7743 -1.20
Trading Summary

Volume ......ccceneeee Turnover .......... Trades Market Cap. Up Down Equal......... Sec. Traded
3,836,243 ...oocooorrn 1,277,279 oo 255 .o 23,131,808,734 1 19 8 28

SHARE PRICE BULLETIN FOR SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25

ISIN. SECURITY NAME VOLUME ........... TURNOVER............ . TRADE.......... OPEN PRICE .......... N E— L E— CLOSEPR. ... PREV. CLOSE......... DIFF (RD).............. I S— LASTPA .......... 1) I— LAST OFFER ..o PAR VALUE....... MARKET CAP
OMO0000001152............ OMAN NAT. ENG.oooeeoeeeeeeeereeeeeeeseeeeeeeeees L1310 () (] pe— 41687 —— 1 M— 0.100.....15,260,000
OMO0000002168........... AL ANWAR CERAMIC 22,500 8,800. 0.100.....88,000,000
OMO0000005005............ ALMAHA CERAMICS 8,180 3,599. 0.100.....24,200,000
OMO0000002796 BANK MUSCAT ,192,997 .....677,848.. 0.100 2,139,323,163

OMO0000002176.
OM0000001525.

JAZEERA STEEL PRO!
OMAN INVST& FIN.

0.100 223,674

0.100.....29,388,000

0OMO0000003968 OOREDOO 0.100...260,377,692
OMO0000003281. TAAGEER FINANCE 0.100..... 538,224
OMO000000244¢ AL SHARQIAINV... 0.100........7,110,000
0OMO0000003125. GLOBALINV.H 0.100......11,600,000
OM0000003026 OMAN TELECOM... 0.100...663,000,000
0OM0000001400 ........... OMAN FLOUR MILLS 0.100..... 86,625,000
Total 12

PATALIE] IVTATKET ....ooceeeeeeeeeeieeesseeessseessseessseeessse st ss s8££ 8888888888588 E 8RR R RS
OMO0000008447 ........... OMAN REIT FUND.....ooooerereeeererssereessnsresssnsseeess 11,000 0.059. 0.059. 0.060 ... 0.100......28,271,183
OMO0000001517 HSBC BANK OMAN 368,300 ..304,047,544
‘OM000000203f Muscat Thread MILL 000 114. e 1,012,577
OMO0000004421 BANK NIZWA 180,950 17,370. 0.096. .. 214,747,491
OMO000000493: AL SUWADIPOWER 0.040...........0.040...............0.040 .............0.100...... 28,576,254
OMO0000005963........... PHOENIX POWER 0.044 ............ 0. .....64,354,464
OMO0000003521............ GALFAR ENGINEER.. 0.160. 0.159. 0.160. 0.100...... 32,477,831
OMO000000476 MADINA TAKAFUL.... 0.086. 0.086. 0.086. 0.100......15,050,000
OM000000226' GULF MUSHROOM P 0.246. 0.245 . 0.100.....10,234,897
OMO0000001566. OMAN FISHERIE 0.104.... 0.11 0.100...... 18,936,153
‘OMO000000366: VOLTAMP ENERGY......oooooereeeeeeeeseereeseeereeseeree G100 (N—— 0.098. 0.100. 0.100......... 7977470
OM0000001319 ALUMINIUM PROD. 272,913 21,856, 0.080. (OX0L: T — 0.100 2,685,716
OMO0000004925............ ALBATINAH POWER 51,101 1,942 0.038. 0.037. 0.0: 0.100......25,645,722
OMO0000001418............ RAYSUT CEMENT 8,990 177 0.194......cmmns 0.194. 000 B— 0.100.....38,800,000
OMO0000001772. ALANWAR INVESTMENT 150,000 11,700. 14 0.078. 0.078. 0.079. 0.100.....15,600,000
OMO0000002341............ OMAN CHLORINE SIS0 — 612 0.510. 0.510. 0.510. 0.100......34,732,866
Total 16 1,673,583 .....171,220...ocooo.. 141

China’s contributions to global development

BEIJING: China is strengthen-
ing its efforts to push forward
global development, address-
ing fundamental issues such as
poverty, healthcare and climate
change in an era of unsettling
challenges and uncertainties.

By pooling strengths from across
the world through multilateral
cooperation mechanisms and ini-
tiatives such as the Global Develop-
ment Initiative, Chinais seeking in-
ternational cooperation to achieve
the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).

Poverty alleviation
Eliminating poverty is the common
aspiration of all people across the
world, and a shared mission of the
international community. The first
goal of the SDGs is to “end poverty
in all its forms everywhere.”

China achieved its goal of eradi-
cating absolute poverty as sched-
uled, improving the living standards
of hundreds of millions of people
through decades of hard work.

Over the past 40 years, China
has contributed close to three-

quarters of the global reduction in
the number of people living in ex-
treme poverty, according to a joint
report released in April by China’s
Ministry of Finance, the Develop-
ment Research Centre of the State
Council and the World Bank.

As the world’s most populous
country forges ahead toward its
rural revitalisation goal, it is shar-
ing its valuable experience in
fighting poverty with other devel-
oping countries.

In Laos, Myanmar and Cambo-
dia, China has launched pilot pro-
jects to improve the organisational
abilities of local villages, encour-
age farmers to combine their ef-
forts through agricultural activi-
ties, and cultivate a new vision for
development to shake off poverty,
according to a white paper titled
“China’s International Develop-
ment Cooperation in the New
Era,” issued by the State Council
Information Office in 2021.

China has also organised train-
ing programmes and co-hosted
seminars with the United Nations
Industrial Development Organisa-

tion to share ideas and actions for
targeted poverty alleviation with
other developing countries, the
white paper stated.

Enhancing healthcare

China has always emphasised put-
ting people and their lives first, and
has been actively assisting devel-
oping countries to improve their
public health systems and medical
services. From 2015 to 2019, China
dispatched 3,588 medical workers
overseas in 202 groups, and they
in turn provided treatment to 11
million patients, organised profes-
sional training for local medical
workers, offered free mobile clinic
services, and donated medicines
and equipment, according to the
white paper.

After the outbreak of COVID-19,
China continuously offered vac-
cine aid and medical support to
less developed countries.

As of August 23, China has
provided 189 million doses of
COVID-19 vaccines to 27 African
countries since the Eighth Minis-
terial Conference of the Forum on
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SALE OF OLD AUTOMOTIVE / MARINE SPARE PARTS

General Automotive Company LLC, a part of the Zubair Automotive
Group, invites you to bid for the sale of old spare parts belonging to
various automotive/marine brands within the Group, on as is where is
basis. Interested parties (spare parts sellers / scrap dealers) may inspect
the parts prior to submitting their offers.

For inspection of parts, please contact us as per the details given below
and interested parties may submit their offers in a sealed envelope on or
before 5th October 2022.

Abdullah Khalfan Al Habsi
Supervisor, Warehouse Operations

Contact Number: 99251346
Contact Email: abdullah.khalfan@gac-oman.com
Visiting Hours: 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM,

26th September to 4th October 2022 (Friday Closed)
Azaiba, Muscat,

China-Africa Cooperation in No-
vember 2021.

Localised annual production ca-
pacities, in cooperation with Afri-
can partners, now total nearly 400
million doses.

By 2030, China will have sent
5,000 professionals fromthe China
Medical Team to other developing
countries in need to help build up
their infectious disease response
and medical treatment capacities,
according to the deliverables of the
High-level Dialogue on Global De-
velopment held in June.

Protecting nature
Adhering to the vision of the har-
monious coexistence of humans
and nature, China has prioritised
clean energy development, bio-
diversity protection and climate
change response, among other
fields. The country is aiming to
peak its carbon dioxide emissions
before 2030 and achieve carbon
neutrality before 2060.

Currently, China’s installed ca-
pacity of renewable energy is 1.1
billion kilowatts. -xinhua

Much of Indian
rupee’s weakness
linked to strong
US dollar index

NEW DELHI: Much of the
weakness in the rupee is on
account of a strong US dollar
index and not just because of
India’s domestic economic fun-
damentals, said SBI Research in
its latest report.

The rupee has been stead-
ily and consistently depreciat-
ing as it touched yet another
lifetime low on Friday morn-
ing after the US dollar index
strengthened to a two-decade
high this week.

The Rupee opened 25 paise
lower from the previous session
to touch a record low of 81.09
versus the US dollar on Friday,
against Thursday’s close of
80.86. Notably, Thursday’s de-
preciation was the biggest sin-
gle-day fall for the rupee since
February 24.

“The Indian rupee (INR) de-
preciated by amodest 7 per cent
vis-a-vis the US dollar since the
war broke out. The US dollar
Index has appreciated by 15 per
cent during the same period,”
SBI Research said.

There have been instances in
the past which showed that ru-
pee depreciation has been much
more than the appreciation of the
Dollar, which had happened be-
cause of weak domestic macroe-
conomic fundamentals, it added.

The rupee lingered below 80
per dollar in the recent past. -ant
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he case-control study led by UCL
and Moorfields researchers,
published in Ophthalmology,
identifies multiple factors that
increase the risk of Acanthamoeba kera-
titis (AK), including reusing lenses or
wearing them overnight or in the shower.

AK is one type of microbial keratitis
(corneal infection) — a condition that re-
sults in inflammation of the cornea (the
eye’s clear protective outer layer).

Lead author, Professor John Dart (UCL
Institute of Ophthalmology and Moor-
fields Eye Hospital NHS Foundation
Trust) said: “In recent years we have seen
an increase of Acanthamoeba keratitis in
the UK and Europe, and while the infec-
tionis still rare, it is preventable and war-
rants a public health response.

“Contact lenses are generally very safe
but are associated with a small risk of mi-
crobial keratitis, most commonly caused
by bacteria, and which is the only sight
threatening complication of their use.
Given that an estimated 300 million peo-
ple across the globe wear contact lenses, it
is important that people know how to min-
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LENSES ARE AT HIGHER
RISK OF RARE EYE INFEGTION

imise their risks for developing keratitis.”

Contact lens use is now the leading
cause of microbial keratitis in patients
with otherwise healthy eyes in countries
in the global north. Sight loss resulting
from microbial keratitis is uncommon
but Acanthamoeba, although a rare cause,
is one of the most severe and is respon-
sible for about half of those contact lens
users who develop sight loss after kerati-
tis. 90% of AK cases are associated with
avoidable risks, although the infection
remains rare, affecting fewer than 1 in
20,000 contact lens wearers per year in
the UK.

AK causes the front surface of the eye,
the cornea, to become painful and in-
flamed, due to infection by Acanthamoeba,
a cyst-forming microorganism. The most
severely affected patients (a quarter of the
total) end up with less than 25% of vision
or become blind following the disease and
face prolonged treatment. Overall, 25%
of people affected require corneal trans-
plants to treat the disease or restore vision.

For the study, the researchers recruited
over 200 patients of Moorfields Eye Hos-

According to a study, a group of researchers found that those
who wear reusable contact lenses are nearly four times more

likely to get a rare sight-threatening eye infection than those

who wear daily disposables.

pital who completed a survey, including
83 people with AK, and compared them
with 122 participants who came to eye-
care clinics with other conditions, who
acted as a control group.

People who wore reusable soft contact
lenses (such as monthlies) had 3.8 times the
odds of developing AK, compared to people
who wore daily disposable lenses. Show-
ering with lenses in increased the odds
of AK by 3.3 times, while wearing lenses
overnight increased the odds by 3.9 times.
Among daily disposable wearers, reusing
their lenses increased their infection risk.
Having had a re ntact lens check with a
health professional reduced the risk.

With further analysis, the researchers
estimated that 30-62% of cases in the UK,
and potentially in many other countries,
could be prevented if people switched
from reusable to daily disposable lenses.

A recent study led by Professor Dart
found that AK is increasing in preva-
lence in the UK. By reviewing incidence
data from Moorfields Eye Hospital from
1985 to 2016, he and his team found an in-
crease starting in 2000-2003, when there

were eight to 10 cases per year, to between
36 and 65 annual cases at the end of the
study period.

First author, Associate Professor
Nicole Carnt (UNSW, Sydney, UCL In-
stitute of Ophthalmology and Moorfields
Eye Hospital) said: “Previous studies
have linked AK to wearing contact lenses
in hot tubs, swimming pools or lakes, and
here we have added showers to that list,
underlining that exposure to any water
when wearing lenses should be avoided.
Public pools and coastal authorities could
help reduce this risk by advising against
swimming in contact lenses.”

Professor Dart added: “Contact lens
packaging should include information
on lens safety and risk avoidance, even as
simple as ‘no water’ stickers on each case,
particularly given that many people buy
their lenses online without speaking to a
health professional.

“Basic contact lens hygiene measures
can go a long way in avoiding infections,
such as by thoroughly washing and drying
your hands before putting in your lenses.”
-ANI
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Bangkok Fashion Week held in Thailand
Models present creations during the Bangkok
Fashion Week in Bangkok, Thailand. xinhua

China launches two new

Kite festival celebrated experimental satellites
av in the Netherlands A Kuaizhou-1A carrier

Kites hover above the rocket carrying two
beach during a kite satellites blasts off from

-3 festival in the Hague, the the Taiyuan Satellite
Netherlands. xinhua Launch Centre in north

L ‘f! == China. The pair of

i .t satellites, Shivan-14 and

Shiyan-15, were lifted

ﬁ;’_‘f) L a il at 6:55am (2255GMT

iy - - on Saturday) from

BUNE! PP 2 - the launch centre and

—-:;i'-..q > » & 5 1,_.1")‘ entered the preset orbit.
" 5 = ‘- L= Xinhua
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Run Fur Life marathon
held in Pasig City,
Philippines

A man is dragged by his
running dog during the
‘Run Fur Life’ marathon in
Pasig City, the Philippines.
The marathonis a
fundraising event for the
benefit of maltreated,
abandoned, and homeless
dogs and also aims to
promote animal welfare
and responsible pet
ownership. xinhua

Farmers harvest
pomegranates at
orchard in Afghanistan
A farmer unloads
pomegranates at an
orchard in Kandahar
Province, Afghanistan.

International guitar
festival returns to
Uganda registers 4 more Vancouver
Ebola cases, tally reaches A visitor views guitars
15 at the Vancouver
Medical workers International Guitar
perform disinfection Festival in Vancouver,
for a demarcated Ebola Canada. After a two-
treatment center at the year suspension due
Mubende Regional Hospital to the pandemic,
in Mubende District, the event returned
Uganda. Uganda’s Ministry to Vancouver and
of Health said it has features more than 60
registered four more cases guitar makers from
of the deadly Ebola virus, Canada, the United
bringing the country’s total States, and European
number of confirmed cases COUNtries. xinhua

tD 15 Xinhua
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Oman Paralympic Committee,

National Paralympic
Coaching Course
trained 23 coaches,
six of which are
Oman Sail coaches,
to obtain a nationally
accredited certificate
in the field of

para-sports

MUSCAT: In partnership with bp
Oman, Oman Paralympic Com-
mittee concluded the third level of
the National Paralympic Coaching
Course at the Amal Club in Muscat.

The course trained 23 coach-
es, six of which are Oman Sail

coaches, to obtain a nationally ac-
credited certificate in the field of
para-sports. The coaching course
is delivered as part of the Sail Free
programme, implemented in part-
nership with Oman Sail.

The coaches were trained at the
advanced level to develop their
theoretical and practical knowl-
edge in para-sports.

This level focused on planning

training programmes, leadership
and coaching for people with dis-
abilities, support equipment and
available technologies as well as
how to prepare for championships.

Shamsa Al-Rawahi, bp Oman
social investment manager, com-
mented, “We value embracing
diversity in society, and this pro-
gramme is a great example of how
we can provide equal opportuni-

ties to society in sports.

“We are proud of our part-
nership with Oman Paralympic
Committee and their huge efforts
to empower positive changes in
paralympic sports within our
community.”

Dr Mansoor Al Tauqi, President
of the Oman Paralympic Com-
mittee, further added: “Develop-
ing local capabilities, especially

Mall of Muscat concludes its
spectacular Grand Summer Festival

MUSCAT: Mall of Muscat,
Oman’s most luxurious mall, one
of the city’s favourite shopping,
food and leisure destination con-
cluded its Summer Festival 2022
last week.

The festival succeeded in at-
tracting over 700,000 visitors over
the 2-month period which reflects
not only the success of this cam-
paign but also the strong bond that
the mall has created with the resi-
dents making it one of the most at-
tractive destinations this summer.

During the festival, the Mall
gave away close to 4000 Free
Oman Aquarium Summer Passes
for Kids which was the key driver
of this highly successful campaign
and resulted in a significant in-
crease in the number of people vis-
iting Oman Aquarium.

The pass which allows kids to
enter the Aquarium for free mul-
tiple times till September 30 was
a huge success among kids as they
got to see their favourite animals
as many times as they wished.
Another major success with the
kids was the free Summer camp at
Oman Aquarium which had activi-
ties like motor training skills, arts
and crafts, calculation skills and
many other activities which were
fun and educational for kids across
all age groups.

The Summer Festival also fea-
tured a wide array of entertain-
ment shows and activities for
children and adults alike including
magic shows, face painting, clown
parade, roaming characters, bal-
loon twisters, and an amazing Eid
Al Adha Entertainment Show. In
addition, the Mall also hosted the
Weekend Bazaar throughout the 2
month period which was appreci-
ated by the local community as it

provided an amazing platform for
residents to enhance their busi-
ness skills through the bazaar and
provide customers with the oppor-
tunity to buy unique products and
taste a variety of local foods with-
out having to travel far and wide.
Commenting on the festival’s as-
tounding success, Hussain Jamal,
Head of Operations, said: “We would
like to thank everyone who visited
and participated in our spectacular

Summer Festival. And we look for-
ward to the continued patronage of
our valued guests as we have lined
up exciting activities for the rest of
the year which includes a one of a
kind football themed promotion for
our valued guests to take advantage
of and immerse themselves in the
world of football in line with the
‘World Cup. The mall will also have
amazing sales and promotions dur-
ing this period.

Enjovy every drive with fun-to-own Toyota Corolla

MUSCAT: Toyota Corolla is one
of the most popular sedans when it
comes to ownership experiences,
hassle-free maintenance and over-
all driving dynamics. The Corolla
has always managed to have its
vast and loyal fan following.

The Corolla has an attractive ex-
terior that gives it a distinctive look.
Powering it to offer amazing driv-
ing experiences is a 2.0-litre four-
cylinder Dynamic Force engine
which produces 168 hp and 20.39
kg-m of torque. For more immer-
sive driving experiences, the en-
gine is paired to a Direct Shift CVT
transmission. Customers looking
for a more fuel-efficient option can

choose the 1.6-litre four-cylinder
engine Corolla that produces 121
hp and 15.7 kg-m of torque. This is
paired with a CVT transmission.

The Corolla’s interior is impres-
sive and contributes to making
every journey comfortable. The
interior design adopts a simple yet

appealing style, with impressive
space and integrated functional
parts that combine to create a re-
fined elegance. The ergonomically
designed seats feature new cush-
ion material, while the armrest and
ample legroom offer superior com-
fort for the rear-seat passengers.

Offering enhanced experiences
on every drive are a range of fea-
tures, which vary based on the trim
level. Occupants also benefit from
AC vents for the rear seat, a moon-
roof, 4.2-inch multi-information
display (MID), 8-inch display au-
dio, cruise control, six-speaker
sound system, and 60:40 split-
folding rear seats.

Quattroporte: Aesthetic flair of Italian sports car

MUSCAT: Maserati Quattroporte
is, definitely, one the most attrac-
tive-looking luxury sedans and it is
for this very reason that the car has
carved out a distinct identity.
With the stupendous Quattro-
porte now being offered in Modena
trim, it delivers an exceptionally
discernible performance.
Heightening performance, with
a more powerful engine and a
sportier interior, this icon of Ital-
ian elegance remains a benchmark
for high quality engineering, su-
percar performance and comfort.
Demonstrating the grace of a

luxury sedan, the Quattroporte
compromises a premium cabin to
match its impressive exterior fa-
cade. Classic Italian craftsmanship
isimbued into the sophisticated de-

sign of the Quattroporte, aiding it to
stand out it from other players.
Impressing drivers and pas-
sengers a top-quality experience
with new colours, wheel designs,
interior veneers, a restyled gear-
shift lever and Pieno Fiore natu-
ral leather interiors, the Maserati
Quattroporte features an aesthetic
flair of an Italian sports car.
Quattroporte takes motivation
from Maserati’s main aesthetic prin-
ciples comprising harmony of pro-
portions, dynamic lines and Italian
elegance. A enduring standard for
original Italian design, the high-sta-

tus sedan has incorporate delegantly
the qualities of sophistication and
athletic attitude, especially in the
GranLusso and GranSport trims.

The incredible model packs in
a long list of features along with
amazing performance. While the
interior is spacious and grand, the
exterior of the Maserati Quattro-
porte looks slender and athletic,
with flowing curves that highlight
the model’s sporting affectations.
The iconic Maserati grille features
prominent trident logo front and
center, lending the Quattroporte a
tresense of occasion.

in the technical field is one of the
strategic goals of the committee.
The success of this programme
depends on the presence of skilled,
competent trainers. This course
plays an important role in building
a national system to train quality
paralympic sports trainers.”

Dr Khamis Al Jabri, CEO of
Oman Sail commented, “We are
happy that through our partner-

Oman conclude coaching course

ship with Oman Paralympic Com-
mittee and bp Oman we can equip
our local trainers with the neces-
sary skills and knowledge and im-
prove the standards of the services
available for athletes with disabili-
ties. The course will also improve
the trainer’s communication skills
with the athletes targeted within
the sailing schools involved in the
programme.”
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Aster Medcity excels
in robotic surgery,
crosses 1,750
successful cases

KOCHI: Aster Medcity, Kochi
announced the successful com-
pletion of 1750 Minimal Access
Robotic Surgeries( MARS) using
the da Vinci system in an event
conducted in Kochi.

Being one of the most active
robotic surgery centres in Kerala,
Medcity performed 230 kidney
transplants alone via MARS. Ro-
botic surgeries are highly special-
ised and advanced minimal access
procedures that are performed by
surgeons with the help of a sur-
gery robot like the DaVinci at As-
ter Medcity.

Being a minimal access proce-
dure, robotic surgeries are safer
and surgeons can ensure high
precision results compared to
conventional surgeries. The as-
sociated pain, complications,
blood loss and scarring are way
lesser compared to normal sur-
geries, which in turn translates to
faster recovery. The hospital stay
and post-surgery recovery period
are minimal as well, and patients
can get back to their normal lives
inavery shorttime. Led by ateam
of highly skilled robotic surgery
experts, Medcity offers robotic
procedures in Urology, Gynaecol-
ogy, Oncology, gastroenterology
and liver transplant for patients
of all ages.

“MARS is a highly advanced
robotic procedure that performs
minimally invasive surgeries
with utmost precision. With the
expertise of robotic tools, it is
possible to perform operations
on any sensitive part of the body
with great precision. Therefore,
complex surgeries can be com-
pleted very skillfully and success-
fully,” says Dr Kishore T A - Sen-
ior Consultant - Urology, Aster
Medcity.

Aster Medcity is the first facil-
ity in Kerala to offer high-preci-
sion robotic surgeries using the
da Vinci surgery system. One of
the only facilities in the country
to offer highly specialised robotic
liver and pancreas surgery, Aster
MARS is the third centre in the
world to perform a robotic trans-

Being one of the most
active robotic surgery
cenires in Kerala, Aster
Medcity, Kochi has
performed 230 kidney
fransplants alone via
MARS

vaginal renal transplant surgery
and the first in India to perform
robotic kidney tumour removal.

“As a leader in the healthcare
society, we own the privilege of
introducing the best and most
advanced treatment options
available in the world. With our
advances in robotic surgery, we
will be able to be more respon-
sible and implement advanced
medical technologies like this in
the future as well.” This state-of-
the-art facility offers our patients
advanced surgical options and
helps them to regain and lead
their normal life. With the sup-
port of the Ministry of Health
complex medical services similar
to the present case would be done
in the upcoming Aster Royal
Hospital in Muscat,” says Farhan
Yasin, Regional Director of Aster
Hospital, Kerala & Oman Cluster.

Farhan Yasin, Regional Di-
rector, Aster Hospitals — Kerala
cluster &Oman, Dr Kishore T.
A , Senior Consultant Urology-
Aster Medcity, Dr Mathew Jacob,
Senior Consultant, Hepatobil-
iary Surgeon - Aster Medcity, Dr
Jem Kalathil, Senior Consultant,
Onco Surgery - Aster Medcity,
Dr Zareena A Khalid, Senior Con-
sultant - Obstetrics & Gynaecol-
ogy-Aster Medcity, Dr Prakash
K, Senior Consultant-Surgical
Gastroenterology-Aster Medcity
attended the event.
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Changan CS'75 Plus crossover impresses
with its premium segment features

Ever since its launch
in the Oman market,
Changan CS75 Plus
has been astounding
for car enthusiasts
due to its promising
quality of innovation,
aesthetics,
functionality and

stability

MUSCAT: Changan CS75 Plus
2023 comes with premium de-
sign, comfortable automotive in-
terior, and highly intelligent con-
figuration, the compact crossover
Changan CS75 Plus which comes
in luxury and sport variants offers
ahost of special features. The Lux-
ury Variant is equipped with fully
automatic parking.

A spokesperson for Arabian
Gulf Automobiles and Equipment
(AGAE) is official distributor of
Changan brand in Oman said, “Ever
since its launch in the Oman mar-
ket, Changan CS75 Plus has been
astounding car enthusiasts for its
promising quality of innovation,
aesthetics, functionality and stabili-
ty. The model makes driving feel like
winning with its stunning design,
premium interior and intelligent
features. The CS75 Plus is loaded
with smart and innovative features
that aim to elevate the confidence
and sophistication in every drive.”

The Changan CS75 Plus 2WD
features a more sloped roofline
and more power. Under the hood, it
has a 2.0-litre turbocharged 4-cyl-
inder engine, mated to an 8-speed
automatic transmission with a
power of 224 hp and torque of 360
Nm. With a wheelbase of 2710

mm, and it measures 4700 mm in
length, 1865 mm in width and 1710
mm in height.

Standard features in the CS75
Plus include power windows,
central locking, cruise control,
dual-zone auto A/C, 8 speak-
ers, multifunctional steering

wheel, USB+AUX ports, 12-inch
screen, Bluetooth, 360 camera,
leather ventilated seats, sunroof,
fog lamps, parking sensors LED
headlamps, panoramic roof, key-
less entry and start, and 19-inch
wheels. Safety features includes
dual front, side and curtain air-

ahlibank launches cashback offer at
Shell Oman for its credit cardholders

MUSCAT: In a continued effort
to offer value-added benefits and
services to its customers, ahlibank
has once again teamed up with
Shell Oman Marketing Company
(Shell Oman) to provide all its
credit card holders with an excit-
ing cashback offer.

Scheduled to run for 5 days each
month till the end of the year 2022,
the promotion offers all ahlibank
credit cardholders 20% cashback
when fuelling or shopping in shell
Service Stations and Select Shops
with a maximum cap of OMR10
per customer.

Commenting on the promotion,
Muneer Al Balushi - AGM- Head
of Retail Distribution, ahlibank,
said, “Our role as one of the Sul-
tanate’s leading banking institu-
tions requires us to develop offers
and services that meet customer
needs over time. This will enable
us to fulfil their intention to utilise
their credit cards in the best way
possible. Such offers enhance our
customers’ loyalty and give them
added value.”

“We are pleased to announce
this offer, which will help us
strengthen relationships with ex-
isting clients and build relation-
ships with new ones. With the
launch of the latest promotional
offer, ahlibank is demonstrating its

when you use ahlibank credit
cards.

leadership in providing innovative
banking reward programmes and
solutions that meet the diverse
needs of its customers” he added.

The cashback campaign reflects
the bank’s commitment to its
growth strategy by creating prod-
ucts and services that offer value-
added benefits to the customers
and help consolidate its position in
the market as one of Oman’s lead-
ing and most trusted banks.

The bank continues to offer a
comprehensive suite of services,
modern technology, and innova-
tive solutions across its branches
in Oman. All its product offerings
and account types aim to achieve its
customers’ targets and consolidate
its position in the market. The bank
offers top-class retail, commercial,
and investment banking solutionsin
line with its vision of being a vibrant
and innovative centre of banking.

bags, ABS, and hill assist.

Its Blue Core Powertrain Tech-
nology, based on the principles of
power, clean and quiet, provides
owners a highly efficient and en-
ergy saving performance.

Futuristic design

CS75 Plus features a more stream-
lined body with flowing lines and
geometric patterns, creating the
overall appearance of a vehicle
from the future.

To instil the confidence and so-
phistication in every drive, CS75
Plus offers a range of intelligent
driving technologies and advanced
safety features.

To create a premium drive ex-
perience, CS75 Plus seamlessly
integrates luxurious interior with
high-tech convenience features,
coupled with ample space.

Changan CS75 Plus 20 T B AT
Luxury includes the features of
CS7SPlus 2.0 T 8 AT Sport features.

Its exterior boasts of piercing
front position headlamp, adaptive
high and low beam, ORVM with
memory and puddle lamps. Its

interior features multi colour am-
bient lighting, front seats ventila-
tion, driver seat with memory and
luggage cover.

Its safety attributes intelligent
adaptive cruise control, 360 Cam-
era (HD) with 3D View, blind spot
detection, rear approaching alarm,
reverse auxiliary alarm, lane de-
parture warning, rain sensor wiper
and seat belt pretensioners.

Intelligent Adaptive Cruise
Control provides a safer and more
pleasant driving experience. IACC
facilitates smart driving features
including heavy traffic assisted
driving, lane keep assist, automat-
ic deceleration during turns, intel-
ligent speed limit assist, and voice-
activated cruise speed setting.

The 12 inch LCD touch screen
in the middledisplays a 360 degree
camera view around the car. When
the option is clicked a 3D model
of the car is shown and within the
screen itself you may rotate the car
and view the surroundings.

The model can avoid or ease the
collision by alarm and auxiliary
braking. The car detects blocks

and sends a visual and an audible
alarm to notify you.

In a scenario where you brake
suddenly and the car behind you is
unaware of this and is approaching
you with speed. Your car detects
the challenge and alerts you in the
screen in front of you and the rear
lights of your car start blinking/
flashing in order to capture the
driver’s (Behind) attention.

There are two options for this,
the driver either sits in the car or
he leaves the car. Under both the
options the car parks itself by us-
ing sensors and by scanning the
nearby areas.

Infotainment showcases full
LCD IC, eight Speakers, trip re-
corder with SD Card Slot and Qi-
bla. Comfort factors include seat
belt height adjustable remote key
- window close, all windows - one
button up down, auto IRVM and
dual zone AC.

The exterior features of
Changan CS75 Plus 20 T 8 AT
SPORT includes 19” dual tone al-
loy wheels, LED headlamps, front
fog lights with cornering, pano-
ramic sunroof, ORVM - electrical-
ly adjustable, folding and heating,
rear led taillamps, quad exhaust
pipes. The interior has sport seats
with two tone interior (black &
red), electrically adjustable front
seats, drive mode (normal, eco,
sport), leather steering wheel, soft
leather dashboard, multifunction
steering wheel.

Safety features include front
and curtain airbags, ABS, E80
+TCS+ESC+HHC, hill descent
control, auto hold, TPMS, 360
camera, adaptive cruise control,
automatic emergency brake, front
collision warning and electronic
parking brake.

Infotainment element has
7-LCD instrument cluster, 12”
infotainment screen, high perfor-
mance audio system with 6 speak-
ers, navigation, mirror link - An-
droid & Apple.

The model offers electric tail-
gate, remote control engine start/
stop, push button start/stop, rear
ac vents, keyless entry and auto
AC.

BankDhofar presents its
services to college students

MUSCAT: Enhancing its posi-
tion as one of the leading Banks
in the Sultanate, BankDhofar
recently visited various higher
education institutions and show-
cased its products to the students.

This initiative translates Bank-
Dhofar’s keenness to be at the
forefront to provide its banking
products and services to a wider
segment of society.

During the visits, BankDhofar
opened new accounts for a num-
ber of students and issued their
ATM cards instantly.

On the initiative, Amjad Igbal
Al Lawati, Chief Retail Banking
Officer at BankDhofar, noted: “At
BankDhofar, we realize the impor-
tance of serving various segments
of'the society. Thus, our team paid
visits to higher education institu-
tions to spread awareness of our
product and services. Students
who visited our stalls showed their
interest in BankDhofar’s prod-
ucts and services. As we all know,
students form the youth segment
which is one of the important seg-
ments of the society.”

The bank showcased innova-
tive services, products and fi-
nancial solutions, through the
stall which saw a large turnout
of students who were willing to
open their banking accounts with

BankDhofar. The bank had also
conducted draws where new ac-
count openers had the chance to
be one of the winners of valuable
gifts. The visits covered Military
Technical College, the Univer-
sity of Technology and Applied
Sciences (Sohar, Nizwa, Ibri and
Sur), Sohar University, College of
Banking and Financial Studies,
and Al Seeb Vocational College.
BankDhofar is considered one
of the best banks in the region,
with a strong presence in cor-
porate banking, retail banking,
treasury, and project finance.
The bank caters to custom-
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ers’ needs and requirements and
sets the standard for the best
customer experience within the
banking industry in the Sultanate
through innovative products and
creative solutions. Following best
international banking practices,
the provision of outstanding cus-
tomer experience, in addition to
its commitment to community
development and contribution to
the growth of the national econo-
my, has placed BankDhofar at the
top of the list of best banks in the
region. BankDhofar has a reputa-
tion for commitment, foresight
and solid growth.
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