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HIS MAJESTY THE SULTAN CONDOLES 
CUSTODIAN OF TWO HOLY MOSQUES
MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Taarik 
has sent a cable of condolences to the Custodiaan 
of the Two Holy Mosques, King Salman bin
Abdulaziz Al Saud of the Kingdom of Saudi Araabia 
(KSA) on the death of Princess Latifa bint
Abdulaziz Al Saud. In the cable, His Majesty 
the Sultan expressed his sincere sympathies, 
praying to Allah the Almighty to rest the 
departed soul in peace in paradise. — ONA

OMR221.9MN INVESTED
IN TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
SECTOR LAST YEAR: TRA

Times News Service

MUSCAT: OMR221.9 million was 
the total investments in the tel-
ecommunications sector in 2023, 
according to an annual report is-
sued by the Telecommunications 
Regulatory Authority (TRA).

Investments in mobile tele-
communications services topped 
the list and they constituted 53.7 
percent of the total, followed by 
fi xed telecommunication services 
(wired/landline services), which 
comprised 37 percent, while oth-
er services comprised 9.3 percent 
of the 2023 telecommunications 
sector investments.

According to the report, the 
TRA released 12 “public consul-
tation briefi ngs” during 2023 with 
the aim of engaging benefi ciaries 
and relevant parties and listening 
to their views about ideal meas-
ures to establish a fl exible regula-
tory environment that keeps pace 
with modern developments.

The TRA undertook eff orts to 
spread broadband networks in 
all parts of the Sultanate of Oman 
in 2023, said the report, which 
indicated that the number of 5th 
Generation stations (5G) stood 
at 5,238 and that the number of 
residential units covered by fi bre-
optic networks grew to 773,589.

As many as 377 permits/ li-
cences were endorsed for dif-
ferent types of communications
in 2023.

Those included 41 licences in 
the tracking and geolocation ser-
vice, 6 licenses in providing the
“Internet of Things” services, 267
licences in implementing servic-
es in the fi eld of telecommunica-
tions, 48 licenses in establishing 
or operating private networks for 
personal use, 5 licences in utilis-
ing and accessing inactive infra-
structure, 3 licences in the regu-
latory experimental environment
for telecommunications services, 

and 2 licenses in voice or video 
communications services via the 
Internet Protocol.

The TRA also authorised 15 
new companies to provide postal 
services, taking the total number 
of licenced companies in this sec-
tor to 63 during 2023.

The step was in response to a 
steady rise in the volume of in-
coming messages in the local and 
international mail. This helped 
generate more than 1,624 addi-
tional employment opportunities 
under permanent contracts, with 
Omanis taking 1,223 of the jobs 
during 2023. With inputs from ONA
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Catch a glimpse of installation 

of Oman’s tallest fl agpole

Oman team gears up for clash against Iraq

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oman citizens and
residents can catch a glimpse of 
the ongoing construction work
at the Al Khuwair Square Pro-
ject, which includes the instal-
lation of Oman’s tallest fl agpole
at 126 metres.

The project also involves the
development of various rec-
reational and sports facilities in
the area, according to Muscat
Municipality.

Alongside the fl agpole, the
square will feature lush green
areas, palm trees, walking and
cycling paths, an outdoor venue
for arts and crafts exhibition, a 
skate park and designated areas
for sports activities. 

The project will also provide
public amenities and a parking 
lot with 107 spaces.

Offi  cials believe that this will
be the new centre of attraction
in Muscat and will be a sanc-
tuary for leisure and outdoor
sports enthusiasts.

Times News Service

BASRA: A confi dent-looking 
Oman take on hosts Iraq as the 
Red Warriors begin their cam-
paign to book a ticket to the FIFA 
World Cup when they kick off  their 
AFC Asian Qualifi ers - Road to 26 
Group B campaign at the Basra 
International Stadium in Basra on 
Thursday. 

The match kicks off  at 8pm, 
Oman time.

Oman are aiming for their fi rst-
ever FIFA World Cup appearance 
and head coach Jaroslav Silhavy 
will be relying on the same level 
of commitment that saw them 

through to the third round.
Silhavy took over as head coach 

after Branko Ivanovic’s departure, 
which followed an unexpected 1-0 
defeat to Kyrgyz Republic. This 
loss came after Oman had started 
their second-round campaign with 
a convincing 3-0 win against Chi-
nese Taipei.

Silhavy stepped in and his deci-
sion to recall several players paid 
off  handsomely, leading Oman 
to secure their place in the third 
round with a match to spare.

Speaking at the pre-match press 
conference, Silhavy said: “The 
opening match is a tough one. My 
boys are ready and we have the con-

fi dence to achieve a positive result.”
The national team had an intensive
training at the Jaza’a Al Nakhla 
Stadium in Basra on Wednesday.
Besides Oman and Iraq, the
other teams in Group B are Ku-
wait, South Korea, Palestine and
Jordan.

Silhavy added that the”goal of the
team is to reach the World Cup” but
there are “challenges to overcome”.
Mohammed Al Musalami, Oman
captain and experienced defender
said: “Playing against Iraq on their
home ground is tough but we are
ready for the go all out for a win.”

Having navigated the second
round with a perfect six wins, Je-

sus Casas-led Iraq are aiming to 
replicate the success of the 1986 
squad that qualified for the na-
tion’s maiden FIFA World Cup 
in Mexico.

While the 1986 campaign ended 
in three defeats, Iraq are eager to 
return to the world stage and with 
the talent at their disposal, Casas 
is confi dent his side can claim one 
of the eight spots available for the 
FIFA World Cup 2026 to be hosted 
by Canada, Mexico and the US.

Since taking charge in 2022, Ca-
sas has transformed Iraq into a for-
midable force, highlighted by their 
2-1 victory over Japan in the AFC 
Asian Cup Qatar 2023 group stage. 

A T  A L  K H U W A I R

W O R L D  C U P  Q U A L I F I E R S

OMAN
Commerce Minister
holds talks on FTA

2
His Excellency Qais bin 
Mohammed Al-Yousef, the 
Minister of Commerce, 

Industry, and Investment
Promotion, met via video call 
with Douglas Alexander, the UK’s 
Minister of State for Trade Policy 
and Economic Security, to boost
cooperation between the two 
friendly nations. >A5

MARKET
Geophysical airborne 
survey completed

3
Minerals Development 
Oman (MDO) has 
successfully completed 

its Geophysical Airborne Survey 
Project, marking a pivotal 
achievement in Oman’s mineral 
exploration eff orts. This project 
is a cornerstone of MDO’s plan 
to identify and evaluate mineral 
resources. >B1

OMAN
Oman condemns 
‘Philadelphi Corridor’

1
The Sultanate of Oman 
on Wednesday expressed
its full support and

solidarity with the Arab 
Republic of Egypt in its stance 
rejecting and condemning 
the statements of the Israeli
occupation government about 
the ‘Philadelphi Corridor’ in the 
Gaza Strip. >A2

T O P  T H R E E  I N S I D E  S T O R I E S
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OMAN
Dhuhr..............................................12:11pm

Asr.....................................................3:38pm

Maghrib ........................................6:26pm

Isha...................................................7:38pm

Fajr (Tomorrow).................... 4:34am

Indian delegation explores 
investment opportunities

SOHAR: Oman Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (OCCI) 
branch in North Al Batinah Gov-
ernorate on Wednesday organised 
a meeting with a business delega-
tion from the Republic of India. 
The visiting delegation comprises 
30 guests.

The meeting, held in Sohar, 
aims to establish business part-
nerships in various sectors, 
namely foodstuff , agriculture, 
construction material, cosmetics, 
medicine, plastics, textiles, petro-

leum products and jewelry.
Moreover, discussion panels

and B2B meetings were held be-
tween businesspeople from Oman
and India, in a bid to expand trade
cooperation, exchange expertise
and information and explore joint
investment opportunities.

Eng. Saeed bin Ali Al Abri,
Chairman of the Board of Di-
rectors of the North Al Batinah
Governorate Branch of the Oman
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry, said: “Trade exchange
between the Sultanate of Oman
and India reached more than $3
billion by the end of last June due
to the integrated and convergent

logistics sector represented by 
the presence of ports between the 
two countries, in addition to the 
distinctive strategic geographical 
location of the Omani market in 
the region.”

He added that these mutual 
visits come within the frame-
work of deepening economic 
relations and discussing the 
development of strategic part-
nership in various and multiple 
commercial sectors, as these 
relations have become stable 
and are witnessing continuous 
growth, noting that the econom-
ic partnership between the two 
countries will witness a qualita-

tive shift with the approaching 
signing of the free trade agree-
ment between the Sultanate of 
Oman and India.

For his part, Paresh Mehta, 
President of the Regional Fed-
eration of Indian Export Organi-
sations and Head of the Indian 
delegation, pointed out that India 
is striving diligently to enhance 
bilateral trade and create invest-
ment opportunities to serve the 
economic interests of the two 
countries, especially with the 
presence of factors that help at-
tract investment, represented by 
political stability and geographi-
cal proximity. -ONA
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Oman supports Egypt’s stance in 

condemning Israeli government

MUSCAT: The Sultanate of 
Oman has expressed its full sup-
port and solidarity with the Arab
Republic of Egypt in its stance re-
jecting and condemning the state-
ments of the Israeli occupation
government about the “Philadel-
phi Corridor” in the Gaza Strip.

In a statement issued by the

Foreign Ministry yesterday, 
Oman warned against the im-
plications of those provocative 
statements which, it said, were 
“aimed at undermining me-
diation efforts made by Egypt, 
Qatar and the United States 
to reach a permanent cease-
fire that ends the suffering of 

the Palestinian people, enables 
them to obtain all their legiti-
mate rights and establish their 
independent state.”

Israel claims that numerous 
tunnels operated by Hamas run 
under the approximately 14-kilo-
metre (8.7-mile) “Philadelphi 
Corridor.” -Agencies

P H I L A D E L P H I  C O R R I D O R



A4 T H U R S DAY,  S E P T E M B E R  5,  2 0 2 4

OMAN

Heritage ministry holds talks with 
European firms to promote tourism

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Ministry of Herit-
age and Tourism (MHT) began on
Wednesday the fi rst discussion
sessions for tourism companies
from European markets (France,
Germany, Italy, the United King-
dom, Ireland, Switzerland, Spain,
and the Nordic countries), along 
with local tourism companies and
representatives from relevant
tourism authorities in the Sultan-
ate of Oman.

These sessions are part of the
“Marhaba Europe” event, which
started on August 31 and will con-
tinue till September 5 and includes
visits to several governorates in
Oman.

The event aims to attract 70
tourism companies from Euro-
pean markets and to enhance
relationships and communica-
tion between local tourism sec-
tor partners and their European
counterparts. 

Additionally, it seeks to promote
tourism products, experiences,
and hotel facilities to these Euro-
pean companies.

The fi rst discussion session,
titled ‘Global Tourism Trends
Compared to Omani Tourism
Trends,’ took place at the Oman
Convention and Exhibition Cent-

er (OCEC), with the presence of 
Azzan bin Qasim Al Busaidi, Un-
dersecretary of the MHT.

This session highlighted key de-
velopments in both local and glob-

al tourism sectors and discussed 
ways to leverage these insights to 
support the Ministry’s goals for 
developing and promoting tourism 
in the Sultanate of Oman.

The session featured presen-
tations by Basmah Al-Mayman, 
Regional Director for the Mid-
dle East at UN; Sheikh Aimen bin 
Ahmed Al Hosni, CEO of Oman 

Airports; Shabib bin Mohammed
Al Mamari, Managing Director
of Visit Oman; and Haitham bin
Mohammed Al Ghassani, Director
General of Tourism Promotion at
MHT. The session was moderated
by Dr. Hamed Almuhrzi, Dean of 
Oman Tourism College. 

The discussion sessions covered
various topics, including identify-
ing the main needs and interests of 
international markets and inter-
active discussions on developing 
tourism packages.

On Thursday, the second dis-
cussion session will be held, titled
‘Strategic Planning and Future
Collaboration in the Tourism
Sector.’ This session will include
presentations on ‘Developed Tour
Packages in the Tourism Sector,’
along with one-on-one meetings
and joint discussions between
representatives of Omani tourism
institutions and their European
counterparts. 

These interactions are expected 

to lead to the signing of coopera-
tion agreements, introduce com-
panies to key tourism elements in 
the Sultanate of Oman, and pro-
vide updates on the latest develop-
ments and promotional off ers in 
the Omani tourism sector.

Al Ghassani, explained that the 
discussion sessions held alongside 
the Marhaba Europeevent, taking 
place on Wednesday and Thurs-
day, highlight key updates in both 
local and global tourism sectors. 
These sessions will focus on the 
diverse and rich natural, environ-
mental, and cultural attractions of 
the Sultanate of Oman, aiming to 
off er an authentic Omani and Arab 
tourism experience.

Unique tourist destination
He noted that over the two days, 
the sessions will showcase the 
Sultanate of Oman’s status as a 
unique tourist destination among 
European tourists, emphasising 
the facilities, services, and of-
fers designed to attract European 
visitors and meet their needs and 
interests. 

He emphasised that the event 
and its accompanying sessions and 
presentations will contribute to a 
broader understanding of Oman’s 
tourist attractions, experiences, 
and heritage sites, enhancing year-
round tourism across various gov-
ernorates of Oman.

This, in turn, will support the 
promotion of the Sultanate of 
Oman as a key tourist destination. 

He highlighted that Marhaba 
Europe represents a valuable ad-
dition to the Ministry’s eff orts 
to attract tourists from targeted 
markets and to exchange expertise 
with similar companies in the Sul-
tanate of Oman.

It is worth noting that Marhaba 
Europe is part of the MHT’s ef-
forts to attract tourism from vari-
ous markets and is included in the 
Ministry’s promotional plan for 
the current year.

The event is expected to play a 
signifi cant role in promoting the 
Sultanate of Oman’s position as 
an important and luxurious global 
tourist destination.
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ARE YOU ready to broaden your 
educational horizons? Look no 
further than this year’s biggest 
annual education fair, held at 
the Royal Tulip Hotel Muscat, 
Al Marafah Street OM, Way No. 
238, 103, Oman, on September 
7th, 2024, organised by Glinks 
International.  

The fair is an ideal platform 
for embracing educational di-
versity on a global scale. It is a 
one-stop destination to discover 
study opportunities worldwide 
and a golden chance to tailor your 
educational experience to your 
unique career aspirations. It’s 
not just about choosing a degree; 
it’s about shaping your destiny. 
It’s where you’ll learn how to en-
hance your job prospects by ac-
quiring the skillsets that employ-
ers seek. This is your opportunity 
to discover how you can obtain 
the skillsets of tomorrow on a 
global education platform. 

Interact directly with repre-
sentatives from over 10 global 
institutions, including but not 
limited to Brock University, 
Clark University, Columbia Col-
lege, Grenfell Campus - Memo-
rial University, Huron University, 
North Island College, POLIMI 
Graduate School of Management, 
Queen’s University, SP Jain 
School of Global Management, 
St Francis Xavier University, 
University of New Brunswick, 
University of Otago, New Zea-
land, and University of Waterloo 
– all hailing from countries such 
as Canada, Italy, USA, UAE, New 
Zealand, and beyond. 

What is in Store for You? 
• On-the-Spot Admissions: Se-

cure your spot for the Septem-
ber 2025 intake

• Explore Programs: Discover 
exciting study options across 

various fi elds 
• Meet Educational Institution 

Representatives: Get personal-
ized guidance from experts 

• Scholarship Opportunities: 
Learn about fi nancial aid and 
funding. 

• Career Insights: Connect with 
industry professionals and
explore future pathways 

About Event Organizers -
Glinks International 
Licensed by the Ministry of 
Higher Education, Research, &
Innovation, Kingdom of Oman,
Glinks International is an educa-
tion consulting fi rm with head-
quarters in the UAE and branch-
es across Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar,
Oman, and India.  

With 170+ education partners 
across 17+ countries, the fi rm of-
fers a comprehensive set of solu-
tions for students who aspire to
study abroad. The Glinks coun-
selors, with more than 14 years of 
industry experience under their
belt, provide the following ser-
vices to fulfi ll the study abroad
dreams of international students

in some of the best educational 
institutions around the world:  

FREE Consultation 
• Career Counselling 
•  Psychometric Analysis and

Brain mapping  
•  Program and University 

selection 
• Admission Application
• Credit Transfer guidance 
• Scholarship assistance  
•  Tips and Reviews for SOP 

and Essays 
• Interview Preparation 
• Visa Application Assistance  
• Accommodation assistance 

• Travel Assistance  
• Pre-departure briefi ng 

Whether you’re passionate 
about engineering, arts, business, 
or biochemistry, the fi rm is here 
to guide you. And what best place 
to meet them than at the upcom-
ing fair amongst global education 
industry giants.  

Now is YOUR TIME to make 
an impact. Imagine studying at a 
place that not only houses inter-
nationally recognized mentors 
but also provides abundant expe-
riential learning opportunities. 
Give your education journey a 
competitive edge—join Glinks’ at 
this year’s biggest education fair! 

Don’t miss out on this fantas-
tic opportunity! Mark your cal-
endar and be part of something 
extraordinary. 

To join the fair, scan the bar-
code in the above image and 
register for free. And in case of 
any inquiries, please contact the 
Glinks offi  ce at the following 
number: +968 94949634 

REGISTRATION AND 
ATTENDANCE IS FREE:
https://www.glinksgroup.com/
fairs-landing/muscat/ 

E D U C A T I O N  F A I R

Unlocking Your 
International Education 
Journey at Muscat’s 
Largest Education Fair 

Cultivation of ginger starts 

in mountains of Dhofar

Times News Service

SALALAH: The Directorate Gen-
eral of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Water Resources in Dhofar Gov-
ernorate is following up on the 
implementation of the fi rst phase 
of the ginger cultivation project in 
the Wilayats of Rakhyut and Dhal-
kut with help from the Agricultural 
and Fisheries Development Fund.

The fi rst phase of ginger cul-
tivation by 30 farmers started in 
June 2024 on an area estimated 
at 3 acres, and the harvests are ex-
pected to reach between 20 and 30 
tonnes.

The Director of the Agricultural 
Development Department at the 
General Directorate of Agricul-
tural Wealth, Fisheries and Water 
Resources in Dhofar Governorate 
said that the fi rst season of ginger 
cultivation in the governorate be-
gan in mid-June and will continue 
for 8 to 9 months until the sched-
uled harvest in February 2025.

He pointed out that the project, 
in its fi rst phase in the Wilayats 
of Rakhyut and Dhalkut, also pro-
vides technical support and guid-
ance to farmers for land prepa-
ration, installation of modern 
irrigation system, and following 
up from the beginning of planting 
to the time of harvesting, indicat-
ing that the implementation of 
the project came after the success 
of turmeric cultivation project in 

Dhofar Governorate, which is be-
ing implemented for the third year
in a row.

He added that the project man-
agement team will work on pro-
moting the product in the private
sector to purchase the ginger and
market it in the future, explaining 
that the directorate is distribut-
ing subsidised ginger roots to the
farmers.

It is noteworthy that the project
aims to motivate and encourage

farmers to cultivate ginger in the
mountains of Dhofar Governorate,
as it is a crop with added economic
value and contains health and nu-
tritional benefi ts, with increasing 
demand for it locally and globally.

The project also aims to enhance
reliance on the ginger crop as a 
source of income for local produc-
tive families in these communities,
thus ensuring their stability in their
homelands and creating job oppor-
tunities for their children.

R A K H Y U T  A N D  D H A L K U T
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Commerce Minister holds talks 
with British counterpart on FTA

Times News Service

MUSCAT: His Excellency Qais 
bin Mohammed Al-Yousef, the 
Minister of Commerce, Industry, 
and Investment Promotion, met 
via video call with His Excellency 
Douglas Alexander, the UK’s Min-
ister of State for Trade Policy and 
Economic Security, to enhance co-
operation between the two friend-
ly nations in the trade and invest-
ment sectors.

During the meeting, HE Qais bin 
Mohammed Al-Yousef congratu-
lated Douglas Alexander on his ap-
pointment as Minister of State for 
Trade Policy and Economic Secu-
rity in the United Kingdom. 

He expressed his wishes for suc-
cess in his new role and further 
development and prosperity in the 

Omani-British friendship and co-
operation.

The meeting included discus-
sions on the growth indicators
of bilateral trade and ways to en-
hance and increase trade exchang-
es and investments. 

They also emphasised the im-
portance of continuing negotia-

tions on the Free Trade Agreement
between the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) countries and the
United Kingdom. Several other
topics of mutual interest were also
discussed.

The Minister of Commerce, In-
dustry, and Investment Promotion
emphasised that the United King-

dom is a key strategic partner for 
the Sultanate of Oman. 

His Excellency Qais bin Mo-
hammed Al-Yousef noted that the 
economic relations between the 
two friendly nations are witness-
ing signifi cant growth, in line with 
their shared ambitions and the 
enhancement of bilateral coopera-

tion in various fi elds.
Both sides discussed ways to 

strengthen joint investment be-
tween the two countries and en-
courage direct investment in the 
available sectors and activities ac-
cording to the laws and regulations 
in both countries, ensuring mutual 
benefi t.

Discussions were

held on the growth 

indicators of bilateral 

trade and ways 

to enhance trade 

exchanges and

investments

Comprehensive workshop organised
Times  News Service

MUSCAT: The Department of 
Administrative and Financial Af-
fairs at the General Directorate
of Agricultural Wealth and Water
Resources in Al Dhahirah Gover-
norate organised a workshop enti-
tled ‘How to operate and maintain
high-pressure machines and ac-
tuators’ used in spraying trees or

agricultural crops with diff erent
types of solutions with the aim of 
eliminating agricultural pests.

Twenty-two participants from 
the directorate’s engineers and
technicians and its affi  liated de-
partments participated in the
workshop.

The workshop aimed to raise the 
effi  ciency of workers and techni-
cians on how to operate and main-

tain high-pressure machines and
actuators.The workshop included
a practical application where par-
ticipants were trained on the ba-
sics of using these machines and
how to follow safety methods be-
fore, during and after their use.

The workshop was presented
by trainer Fayez Al-Maslahi from
the Ministry of Agriculture, Fish-
eries and Water Resources, who

explained that the idea of the 
spraying machine is to fi ll a tank 
with pesticide mixed with water 
in a certain proportion and use 
it to spray crops in the form of a 
spray using a sprayer.The three-
day workshop also addressed the 
types of spraying machines and 
provided an explanation of how 
to inspect, operate and maintain 
high-pressure spraying machines.

A L  D H A H I R A H  G O V E R N O R A T E

Embassy of Japan marks start of 

‘Ryoma Manga Seminar’ in Sur

Times News Service

MUSCAT: In celebration of 
the commencement of ‘Ryoma 
Manga Seminar’ in Sur, ‘the Arab 
Tourism Capital for 2024’, the 
Embassy of Japan in the Sultan-
ate of Oman, in collaboration with 
the Ministry of Culture, Sports, 
and Youth, hosted a reception 
at the Sur Grand Hotel on 1st of 
September.

The event was graced by the 
presence of Yousef bin Salem bin 
Nasser Al-Mukhaini, Member of 
the Shura Council representing 
the Wilayat of Sur.

During his speech, Jota 
Yamamoto, Ambassador of Japan 
to the Sultanate of Oman, reaf-
fi rmed the signifi cant role that 

manga plays in strengthening the 
friendship between Japan and 
Oman. He expressed hope that 
the seminar participants would 
excel as ambassadors of Japanese 
manga.

Starting on the same day, the 
manga seminar organised by the 

Ministry began at the Youth Cen-
tre in the Wilayat of Sur.

Japanese manga artists Yoshi-
hiro Iwagami and Yuka Yamashi-
ta, invited from Kochi Prefecture, 
Japan, are providing lectures to 
participants on the art of manga 
creation.

S E M I N A R

GCC social aff airs ministers meet

DOHA: Represented by the 
Ministry of Social Development, 
the Sultanate of Oman partici-
pated today in the 10th meeting 
of the Committee of GCC Minis-
ters of Social Aff airs and Social 
Development.

Dr. Laila Ahmed Al Najjar, 
Minister of Social Development, 
headed Oman’s delegation at the 
meeting, which was held in Doha.

The meeting discussed the 
5-year Social Development Strat-
egy for GCC countries (2021-
2025), the GCC states Joint Char-

itable and Humanitarian Work 
Plan (2025-2030) and the Joint 
Action Strategy for Women’s Af-
fairs in GCC countries (2024-
2030).

Gulf Family Day Forum
On the sidelines of the meeting, 
Oman’s Ministry of Social Devel-
opment organised the Gulf Fam-
ily Day Forum 2024, titled “The 
Family is a Nation’s Wealth”.

At the forum, the Ministry 
showcased the most prominent 
family development services and 

programmes it provided with 
the aim of enabling the neediest 
groups to participate in building 
the nation. It also outlined social 
services it rendered to various 
segments of society during the 
stages of their lives and high-
lighted its role in establishing ef-
fective partnerships between the 
government and civil society in-
stitutions.Later, a ceremony was 
held to felicitate parties that un-
dertook major projects in the fi eld 
of social and civil work in GCC 
states. — ONA

M I N I S T R Y  O F  S O C I A L  D E V E L O P M E N T

Warning to 57,398 private fi rms for 

not following ministry’s guidelines 

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The decision on wage 
protection system (WPS) issued 
by the Ministry of Labour has 
completed one year as it was is-
sued on 9 July 2023.

The ministry has also issued a 
circular annexed to the ministerial 
decision requiring the private sec-
tor establishments to adjust their 
conditions, accordingly.

The circular stated a six months’ 
period for medium and major es-
tablishments to achieve 50% by 9 
November 2023 and 100% com-
mitment by 9 January 2024.

As for small and minor estab-
lishments, the period for correct-
ing their conditions ended on 9 
January 2024 to achieve 50% and 
on 9 March 2024 to achieve 100 % 
commitment.

In case of violation to the deci-
sion, the Ministry may apply ad-
ministrative penalty starting with 
suspension of issuance of initial 
labour permits and administrative 
fi ne of OMR50.

The Ministry of Labour has 
followed with registration of the 
establishments in the WPS and 
served warnings through SMS for 
the establishments not registered, 
which amounted to 18,6817 includ-
ing three major establishments, 
475 medium establishments, 
14,164 small establishments and 
172,174 minor establishments.

The total number of SMS 
amounted to 186,817 from 10 Jan-
uary to 16 May, 2024.

There are 57,735 establish-
ments registered with WPS but 

not committed to transfer of sal-
ary through the system, including 
66 major establishments, 536 me-
dium establishments, 10,659 small
establishments and 46,137 minor
establishments.

The ministry has served warn-
ings to these establishments
and the number of SMS to them
amounted to 57,398 from 10 Janu-

ary to 20 August 2024.
The ministry has organised

awareness workshops for its em-
ployees and Sanad Offi  ces / cen-
tres in the various governorates in 
cooperation with Oman Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry, Gen-
eral Federation of Oman Work-
ers, Authority for Small and Me-
dium Enterprises Development 
(ASMED) and other associations 
concerned.

WPS is a joint electronic salary 
transfer system between the Min-
istry of Labour and the Central 
Bank of Oman (CBO) which strict-
ly observes and monitors transfer 
of wages of employees having lo-
cal accounts with the banks and 
fi nancial establishments licensed 
by the CBO.

The system aimed to protect the 
national and expatriate manpower 
and to ensure they receive their 
salaries within the prescribed 
period.

M I N I S T R Y  O F  L A B O U R



A7

WORLD
T H U R S DAY,  S E P T E M B E R  5,  2 0 2 4

Indonesia’s green dream or ecological nightmare?
JAKARTA: Indonesia last month 
celebrated its 79th Independence 
Day in Nusantara, which is set to 
become the country’s new capital 
city by 2045.

Located in the eastern part of 
Borneo, the unfi nished Nusantara 
is being promoted as a sustain-
able, high-tech alternative to the 
current overcrowded and polluted 
capital, Jakarta, which is situated 
on Java Island and is gradually 
sinking.

Indonesian President Joko 
Widodo, also known as Jokowi, 
led the August 17 ceremony with 
President-elect Prabowo Subi-
anto, who is due to assume offi  ce 
next month. Nusantara is expected 
to be a green city built with a cir-
cular economic concept aimed at 
eliminating waste and fostering 
the continual use of resources.

But amid the grand ceremony, 
concerns were raised by the near-
by indigenous Balik community, 
who grapple with the cultural and 
environmental repercussions 
stemming from the $32 billion 
(€31.7 billion) capital construc-
tion project.

Environmentalists have warned 
of potential ecological disaster 
caused by building a capital city in 
one of the world’s biggest stretches 
of rainforest which houses some 
rare and endangered species, in-
cluding orangutans, proboscis 
monkeys and clouded leopards.

There have been additional con-
cerns from Indigenous tribes, such 
as the Balik people, who are native 
to the forested area of Borneo’s 
East Kalimantan where the new 
capital is being constructed. They 
are among the communities most 
aff ected by Indonesia’s plan to re-
locate its capital to Nusantara.

Nusantara’s growth threatens
ancestral water sources
DW visited a Balik community, 
where around 70 families have 

been living for generations. Sev-
eral traditional houses that were
made of ironwood still stand fi rmly 
amid the newly built brick houses.

They live around 10 kilometres
(about 6 miles) from Nusantara,
but their land is one of the areas
earmarked for further develop-
ment of the new capital.

Sibukdin, the leader of the Ba-

lik community, accompanied DW 
to visit the Sepaku River fl owing 
near to their village before the con-
struction began.

He said that his community 
used to source water from the river 
for daily use, including drinking.

“Yet, due to signifi cant pollution, 
we can no longer do so. The water 
is contaminated by rotten wood, 

and ecosystems have suff ered,” he 
told DW.The river water appeared 
discolored and seemed to be cov-
ered by a fi ne layer of sediment. A 
pile of waste has blocked the fl ow 
of the river.

The Indonesian government 
envisions future Nusantara resi-
dents will be able to drink water 
directly from the faucets in their 

homes and offi  ces. Water will be 
resourced from the Sepaku Dam 
built on the river.

The construction of the capital 
adds to the challenges faced by 
the Indigenous communities in 
the area, who have already been in 
confl icts with palm oil plantations.

Sibukdin is worried about po-
tential eviction from their ances-
tral land. Like many Indigenous 
populations, many residents lack 
formal ownership certifi cates for 
the houses and land they have in-
habited for multiple generations.

Jakia, 48, a female resident who 
has been living there for as long 
as she can remember, told DW 
that many people in her commu-
nity must now buy water for daily 
needs.The air quality also troubles 
her. Jakia often sweeps her yard to 
clean it from dust. While the water 
supply is limited, she waters the 
yard occasionally to reduce the in-
tensity of the dust. She coughed of-
ten during an interview with DW.

“It has been three months since
it got worse. Dust like I have never
seen before. After there was con-
struction there, down there, so
many cars passed by every day. It
has become a dusty road,” she said.
“I also wear a mask. Even when I’m
inside.”

A green city or a threat 
to biodiversity?
The Balik tribe’s ancestral land
consists of tropical forests, man-
grove forests and small waterbod-
ies. Many people still gather food
such as fruits and fi sh from their
surroundings, as well as herbal
products that they believe could
cure ailments.

Earlier this year, researchers
found out that the habitat of 1,449
proboscis monkeys — about 37%
of the species population — over-
lapped with the current spatial
plan of Nusantara.They raised
concerns that the construction
of the new capital will impact the
proboscis monkeys’ habitat in
nearby Balikpapan Bay.

Greenpeace Indonesia wrote
that despite the promise of being 
a green city, the Nusantara project
is itself a signifi cant threat to bio-
diversity. Within the Nusantara 
project boundary, 20,000 hectares
of forest were lost over the past
fi ve years, mostly to logging and
industrial plantations, accord-
ing to the NGO. “Today, there is
only 31,364 hectares of native for-
est remaining within the greater
Nusantara boundary, including 
a mangrove forest area of 12,819
hectares,” Greenpeace wrote in an
email to DW.

Jakia has deep concerns for her
health and the air quality in her
village. She has called on the gov-
ernment to pay more attention to
Indigenous people’s voices if they 
are serious about protecting the
environment and the communi-
ties living there. — DW

N E W  C A P I T A L

Israeli forces using ‘lethal war-like’ 
tactics in occupied West Bank: UN

GAZA: The United Nations Offi  ce 
for the Coordination of Humani-
tarian Aff airs (OCHA) has warned 
that Israeli occupation forces 
(IOF) are using “lethal war-like 
tactics”, including airstrikes, in the 
occupied West Bank, with people 
being killed, injured, displaced 
or deprived of access to basic 
services.

The offi  ce explained in a state-

ment that Israeli military op-
erations have now resumed in 
Tulkarm governorate, while con-
tinuing in Jenin governorate, 
adding that the United Nations 
has recorded more than 20 deaths 
over the past week, including 
children.

The statement added that 
OCHA has mobilised organisa-
tions from the UN and beyond to 

assess the damage and humanitar-
ian needs on the ground, adding 
that during a visit to Tulkarm last 
Saturday, it was confi rmed that 
120 people, including more than 
40 children, had been displaced 
and their homes destroyed.

At the time of the assessment, 
13,000 people in Nur Shams refu-
gee camp experienced water cut-
off s, attributed to damages caused 

to the water network, and sewage
overfl ow was observed, OCHA 
said. The UN teams noticed that
the residents were traumatised
and in need of psychosocial sup-
port, the offi  ce added, stressing 
that it triggered humanitarian re-
sponse to the identifi ed needs.

Multiple organisations mobi-
lised by OCHA were set to carry 
out an assessment in Jenin but

were denied access by the Israeli
occupation authorities, it added.

OCHA warns that access im-
pediments are impacting the abil-
ity to provide meaningful humani-
tarian response.

The movement of ambulances
and medical teams has been im-
peded and delayed since the onset
of the now-week-long operation.

Since the beginning of the Israe-
li aggression last Wednesday, 34
Palestinians have been martyred
in the occupied West Bank.

This brings the total number
of martyrs in the occupied West
Bank since the start of the aggres-
sion on the Gaza Strip on 7 Octo-
ber 2023 to 685.

Jenin ravaged by violence
and destruction: UNRWA
The Commissioner-General of the
United Nations Relief and Works
Agency for Palestine Refugees in
the Near East (UNRWA) Philippe
Lazzarini condemned the ongo-
ing Israeli aggression on the West

Bank for about 7 days, stressing 
that the violence and destruction
that accompanied it has ravaged
Jenin Governorate.

“Meanwhile in the West Bank,
for more than six days now, Jenin 
has been ravaged by violence and 
destruction. This is causing loss of 
life and injuries including among 
civilians and severe damage to in-
frastructure”, Lazzarini said in a 
post on X platform.

Lazzarini added that “residents
have limited access to food, wa-
ter and medicine”, noting that the 
UNRWA is working with humani-
tarian and local partners to deliver 
urgently needed aid.

Commissioner-General of the
UNRWA called for an immediate 
protection of civilians across the 
West Bank.

The suff ering of Palestinians in
the city of Jenin and its camp is 
increasing due to the interruption 
of water to homes as a result of the 
destruction of the main water sup-
ply lines in the governorate. — WAFA

The UN team said 

people are being

killed, injured, 

displaced or

deprived of access

to basic services

Indian PM Modi arrives in Singapore
SINGAPORE: Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, who ar-
rived in Singapore on an offi  cial
visit on Wednesday greeted his
Singaporean counterpart Law-
rence Wong with his trademark
embrace.

A photograph captured the
bonhomie between the two lead-
ers who were captured with their
arms thrown around each other’s
shoulders.

Earlier in the day, taking to
his social media platform X, PM
Modi said, “Landed in Singapore.
Looking forward to the various
meetings aimed at boosting the
India-Singapore friendship. In-
dia’s reforms and the talent of our
Yuva Shakti makes our nation an
ideal investment destination. We
also look forward to closer cultural
ties.”

Prime Minister Modi, who
concluded a historic visit to Bru-
nei was received by the Singapo-
rean Minister for Home Aff airs
and Law K Shanmugham at the
Changi airport and received a 

warm welcome from the Indian 
community.

PM Modi was seen giving auto-
graphs to members of the commu-
nity. He also tried his hand at play-
ing the dhol.He later posted on his 
X platform, “Thank you Singapore! 
The welcome was truly vibrant.”

Later, the Prime Minister of Sin-
gapore, in a special gesture, will be 
hosting Prime Minister for a pri-

vate dinner according to Ministry 
of External aff airs spokesperson, 
Randhir Jaiswal.

Vibrant business community
During his visit PM Modi will meet 
with leaders of Singapore’s vibrant 
business community and several 
MoUs are expected to be signed.

“This visit is important as it 
gives a major push to India’s Act 

East policy to India’s vision of the
Indo-Pacifi c to India-Singapore
economic ties and to India-Singa-
pore technological ties. All these
are very important for both coun-
tries...” Jaiswal said in a video mes-
sage posted on his X platform.

Earlier, PM Modi before com-
mening on the two-nation visit
had stated, “I will also engage in
discussions to deepen India’s stra-
tegic partnership with Singapore,
particularly in new and emerging 
areas of advanced manufactur-
ing, digitalization, and sustainable
development.”

The PM’s visit comes just days
after India and Singapore held a 
ministerial roundtable meeting,
which saw the participation of 
four Union Ministers and six min-
isters from Singapore.

Several areas, including digiti-
zation, skills development, sus-
tainability, health, advanced man-
ufacturing, and connectivity, were
identifi ed at the India-Singapore
Ministerial Roundtable held on
August 26. — ANI

B I L A T E R A L  R E L A T I O N S

German police raid

people-smuggling ring

JENA: German police launched
widespread raids early on
Wednesday targeting a suspect-
ed people-smuggling ring that’s
thought to have helped at least
140 people come to Germany via 
the Balkans illegally in exchange
for payment.

A spokesman for the federal
police said that the focal points
of the operation were the eastern
state of Thuringia and the city 
of Jena.Police said that 15 of the
19 properties searched were in
Thuringia, and 10 of them in Jena 
itself.

Individuals brought into the
country were initially being 
housed in an apartment there,
police said. 

340 offi  cers mobilised
A total of roughly 340 offi  cers
mobilised across fi ve states in
all, including special GSG9 units
in Jena, with searches also tak-
ing place further west in Baden-

Württemberg, Saxony-Anhalt, 
Schleswig-Holstein and North 
Rhine-Westphalia.

“The goal of the measures 
was the discovery and seizure 
of evidence that could prove the 
crimes,” police said of Wednes-
day’s raids.

“Documents, electronic stor-
age devices, cash and other valu-
ables were the focus.”

What police said about the 
alleged group and suspects
Police said fi ve men were ar-
rested in Wednesday’s opera-
tion — three Syrian nationals and 
two with Iraqi citizenship. All 
fi ve were arrested in Thuringia. 
Three were detained in the city of 
Jena, one in Sondershausen and 
another in Bad Sulza.

Police said that in total the case 
involved 18 suspects, ranging 
from 23 to 57 years of age, from 
drivers up to the more organisa-
tional level. — DW

E A S T E R N  S T A T E  O F  T H U R I N G I A
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All-American men’s semis for the 
first time at US Open since 2005

NEW YORK : For the fi rst time
since the 2005 US Open, an all-
American men’s semi-fi nal will fea-
ture at a Grand Slam tournament.

On Friday, Taylor Fritz and
Frances Tiafoe will face off  in the
US Open semi-fi nals, ensuring 
that one of them will advance to
their fi rst major fi nal.

The winner will become the fi rst
American man to reach a Grand
Slam singles fi nal since Andy Rod-
dick at Wimbledon in 2009.

Fritz earned his spot in the
semi-fi nals with a hard-fought vic-
tory over fourth seed Alexander
Zverev, winning 7-6(2), 3-6, 6-4,
7-6(3) in the fi rst quarter-fi nal.

Tiafoe followed by setting up
a clash with his compatriot after
Grigor Dimitrov retired with the
score at 6-3, 6-7(5), 6-3, 4-1 in their
quarter-fi nal match.

The last all-American men’s
semi-fi nal at a major occurred 19
years ago at the US Open, where
Andre Agassi defeated Robby 
Ginepri in a fi ve-set thriller.

Since then, there have been only 
two other all-American men’s
semi-fi nals, Pete Sampras’s victo-
ry over Agassi at the 2002 US Open
fi nal and Agassi’s win against Sam-
pras at the 2000 Australian Open

semi-fi nals.
The winner between Fritz and 

Tiafoe will advance to Sunday’s 
fi nal, aiming to become the fi rst 
American man to claim a Grand 
Slam singles title since Andy Rod-
dick’s 2003 US Open triumph.

Fritz currently holds a 6-1 lead 
in their head-to-head series, with 
their most recent encounter last 
year in Acapulco, where Fritz won 
6-3, 6-4.

On the other hand, star Indian 
tennis player Rohan Bopanna 
and his Indonesian partner Aldila 
Sutjiadi conceded defeat against 
the American duo of Taylor 
Townsend and Donald Young in 
the semi-fi nal of the ongoing US 
Open 2024 tennis mixed doubles 
event.

The Indo-Indonesian pair were 
defeated 6-3, 6-4 by the American 
duo at the Louis Armstrong Stadi-
um on Tuesday. The match lasted 

for 55 minutes.
Bopanna and Sutjiadi lost the

match in straight two sets as they 
failed to make a comeback in the
game even after a strong start.

The Americans started strong 
against Bopanna-Sutjiadi, win-
ning the fi rst three games of the
fi rst set. the Indo-Indonesian pair
found their rhythm and tied the set
at 3-3. However, Bopanna’s oppo-
nent earned another break to win
the set.

The second set began evenly 
before the Indo-Indonesian pair
stumbled in the fi fth game, giving 
away a crucial break point. The
American pair then held onto all
their service games to win the set
6-4 and book a berth in the fi nal.

Though Bopanna-Sutjiadi hit
four aces and made fewer unforced
errors, Townsend-Young’s 26 win-
ners proved decisive in the end.

Meanwhile, Townsend-Young 

will lock horns against Sara Errani 
and Andrea Vavassori of Italy in 
the Championship match.

After the exit of Bopanna from 
the US Open 2024, India’s repre-
sentation at the fi nal Grand Slam 
of the year came to an end. This 
year, the 44-year-old Indian ten-
nis player matched his best mixed 
doubles result at the US Open, but 
failed to take it one step higher.

Indian tennis player Rohan 
Bopanna and his partner 
Aldila Sutjiadi defeated
Star Indian tennis player Ro-
han Bopanna and his Indonesian 
partner Aldila Sutjiadi conceded 
defeat against the American duo 
of Taylor Townsend and Donald 
Young in the semi-fi nal of the on-
going US Open 2024 tennis mixed 
doubles event.

The Indo-Indonesian pair were 
defeated 6-3, 6-4 by the American 

duo at the Louis Armstrong Stadi-
um on Tuesday. The match lasted 
for 55 minutes.

Bopanna and Sutjiadi lost the 
match in straight two sets as they 
failed to make a comeback in the 
game even after a strong start.

The Americans started strong 
against Bopanna-Sutjiadi, win-
ning the fi rst three games of the 
fi rst set. the Indo-Indonesian pair 
found their rhythm and tied the set 
at 3-3. However, Bopanna’s oppo-
nent earned another break to win 
the set.

The second set began evenly 
before the Indo-Indonesian pair 
stumbled in the fi fth game, giving 
away a crucial break point. The 
American pair then held onto all 
their service games to win the set 
6-4 and book a berth in the fi nal.

Though Bopanna-Sutjiadi hit 
four aces and made fewer unforced 
errors, Townsend-Young’s 26 win-

ners proved decisive in the end.
Meanwhile, Townsend-Young 

will lock horns against Sara Errani 
and Andrea Vavassori of Italy in 
the Championship match.

After the exit of Bopanna from
the US Open 2024, India’s rep-
resentation at the fi nal Grand 
Slam of the year came to an end. 
This year, the 44-year-old In-
dian tennis player matched his 
best mixed doubles result at the 
US Open, but failed to take it one 
step higher.

Earlier in the men’s doubles of 
the US Open, Bopanna and his 
Australian partner Matthew Eb-
den suff ered heartbreak against 
Argentine pair Andres Molteni 
and Maximo Gonzalez in their pre-
quarterfi nals.

Indian tennis players N Sriram
Balaji and Yuki Bhambri also faced 
defeat in their respective doubles 
matches at the US Open. -ANI

The winner will

become the fi rst 

American man to

reach a Grand Slam

singles fi nal since

Andy Roddick at

Wimbledon in 2009

Joe Root takes lead as ICC 

updates Test rankings
NEW DELHI : Star England bat-
ter Joe Root became the top bat-
ter as the International Cricket 
Council (ICC) updated player’s 
rankings on Wednesday.

“Joe Root’s dream run with the 
bat has helped the England batter 
to an even bigger lead in the ICC 
Test Batter Rankings,” ICC stated 
in a statement.

Consecutive tons for Root led 
him to extend his lead atop the 
ICC Men’s Test Batting Rank-
ings. Root (922 rating points) now 
leads the chart by 63 points over 
New Zealand’s Kane Williamson.

Even after his stupendous per-
formance against Sri Lanka in the 
second Test, Root was overshad-
owed by Gus Atkinson, whose 
Player of the Match eff orts with 
bat and ball led to dramatic jumps 
across all Ranking disciplines.

After becoming just the third 
player in Men’s Test history to 
score a century and claim a fi ve-
wicket haul at the hallowed ven-
ue, Atkinson moved up 48 spots, 
into the top 20 for All-Rounders, 
and into the top 30 for bowlers.

Even after conceding defeat 
two defeats in the three-match 
series against England, there 
were positive moves for a number 
of Sri Lanka players in the lat-
est update in the rankings. Half-
centuries for Kamindu Mendis 
moved him up 11 spots and into 
25th (635), while an eight-wicket 
performance from Asitha Fer-

nando propelled the seamer into 
the top ten for the fi rst time (8th, 
734).

Over in Pakistan, Bangladesh’s 
barnstorming clean sweep series 
win saw several Tigers gains.

Rescuing Bangladesh’s fi rst in-
nings, at one stage in peril at 26/6, 
Litton Das’s 138 helped the team 
to a fi rst innings 262, and him to 
a 12-place push to 15th on the bat-
ting rankings. His partner in the 
seventh-wicket partnership of 
165, Mehedy Hasan Miraz, moved 
up to 75th place with the bat, and 
his fi gures of 5-61 in Pakistan’s 
fi rst innings pushed him up to 
7th in the all-rounders list. On the 
bowling side, Hasan Mahmud and 
Nahid Rana moved to career-best 
rankings.

West Indies’ last T20I with
South Africa and the Dutch T20I
tri-series with the USA and Cana-
da, meanwhile, led to minor shuf-
fl es in the rankings for the short-
est format.

The Caribbean batter Nicolas
Pooran’s score of 35 from 13 balls 
pushed him up to eighth in the 
Batting Rankings (668), while
teammate Shai Hope contin-
ued his run to move 32 spots up
to 40th. Protea Aiden Markram
joined Pooran into the top 10 with 
a one-spot move (641).

American all-rounder Har-
meet Singh jumped 48 spots in 
the most noteworthy move on a 
bowling front, and also climbed 19
spots to 40th in the All-Rounder
Rankings. -ANI

S T A R  E N G L A N D  B A T T E R

Barca midfi elder 
Lopez sustains 
muscle injury 
MADRID: FC Barcelona has lost 
Spain international midfi elder
Fermin Lopez with a muscle in-
jury for at least a month.

The attacking midfi elder, who
was in the Spain squad for both
the UEFA Euro and the Olympic
Games, has been forced to with-
draw from the Spain under-21
squad for the forthcoming games
against Scotland and Hungary.

Lopez suff ered an injury to his
left thigh while training on Tues-
day and has returned to his club
for treatment.

He joins the club’s long list of 
injuries, which includes Ronald
Araujo, Ansu Fati, Frenkie de
Jong, Andreas Christensen, Gavi
and Marc Bernal, who will miss
the season with a torn cruciate
knee ligament that he suff ered
while playing Rayo Vallecano last
week.

On Tuesday, Barcelona presi-
dent Joan Laporta gave a press
conference, discussing the club’s
diffi  cult summer in which it has
only been able to sign Dani Olmo.

Laporta insisted the club
would soon be in a position to
sign normally and said that the
decision to allow Ilkay Gundogan
to return to Manchester City on a 
free transfer was purely down to
“sporting reasons.”

Valencia striker Rafa Mir has
been detained by the Spanish

Civil Guard and is currently in 
custody facing charges of sexual 
assault.

The Spanish media informed 
that Mir is accused of assaulting 
a 25-year-old woman at his home.

He was detained on Monday 
and spent the night in the cells 
before appearing before a judge, 
with reports saying the Civil 
Guard made the arrest after dec-
larations on Sunday from the 
woman and another 21-year-old 
who witnessed the events.

Mir has just joined Valencia 
from Sevilla and his club issued 
a statement on Tuesday, explain-
ing the club was “aware of the ar-
rest, but due to the lack of details 
over this, all it can do at the mo-
ment is stating that it will collab-
orate with everything that justice 
could require.” -Xinhua

A T T A C K I N G  M I D F I E L D E R

Defi nitely have not reached my expectations: Shubman Gill on his Test career

KARNATAKA (BENGALURU)
[INDIA]: Indian opener Shubman
Gill said on Wednesday that he is
not satisfi ed with his performance
in Test cricket.

Gill was speaking ahead of the
Duleep Trophy opener against In-
dia B in Bengaluru, which will start
from Thursday. Gill will be leading 
the India A team.

Speaking ahead of the competi-
tion, as quoted by ESPNCricinfo,
Gill said that he has not performed
in Tests as per his own expecta-
tions, but looks forward to per-

forming in the upcoming 10-match 
long Test season, starting with 
Bangladesh from September 19, 
with two Tests and concluding 
with the highly-anticipated Bor-
der Gavaskar Trophy against Aus-
tralia from November 22 onwards. 
In between, India will also play 
three Tests against New Zealand 
at home, following the Bangladesh 
home Tests.

“Yes, defi nitely, I have not 
reached my expectations yet. But 
we have ten Test matches ahead of 
us back-to-back. So hopefully after 

these ten Test matches, I will be 
able to meet my expectations,” said 
Gill as quoted by ESPNCricinfo.

Gill, one of India’s premier 
white-ball cricketers, shot to star-
dom with an audacious knock of 
91 against Australia at the Gabba 
back in 2021, which helped India 
hand over a rare loss to Aussies at 
their fortress after over 32 years 
and secure the series.

Though his white-ball numbers 
stayed largely consistent since his 
days in the 2018 U19 World Cup 
winning team, Gill battled incon-

sistent form in the longer format
of the game following this break-
through series against Australia,
in which he had scored 259 runs in
six innings at an average of 51.80
with two fi fties.

After poor performances dur-
ing the tour to England, ICC World
Test Championship fi nal and the
tour to South Africa between 2022
and early 2024, Gill’s place in the
Test side was questioned.

However, with a fi ne series
against England at home, he was
able to shut all the outside noise.

In six Tests and 11 innings this 
year, Gill has scored 498 runs at an 
average of 49.80, with two centu-
ries and two fi fties. His best score 
is 110.

In 25 Tests, Gill has scored 1,492 
runs at an average of 35.52, with 
four centuries and six fi fties in 46 
innings. His best score is 128. The 
Punjab batter is a strong fi rst-class 
cricket batter, with 4,034 runs in 
52 matches at an average of 49.80, 
with 12 centuries and 18 fi fties 
coming in 90 innings. His best 
score is 268. -ANI

I N D I A N  O P E N E R

Pakistan drop
to lowest ICC 
Test ranking 
since 1965

ISLAMABAD [PAKISTAN]: Pa-
kistan hit rock bottom after drop-
ping to eighth position in the latest
ICC Test Rankings, their lowest
since 1965.

The series of setbacks contin-
ued for Pakistan following their
historic whitewash against Bang-
ladesh in their two-match home
Test series.

It was the fi rst instance when
Pakistan tasted the sour fl avour of 
defeat against Bangladesh in red-
ball cricket.

Their latest slump marked their
lowest ranking in the Test format,
barring the period where they did
not have a place in the rankings
due to an insuffi  cient number of 
matches.

In the opening Test match of the
series, Pakistan had their backs
against the wall, with Bangladesh
playing a much more aggressive
brand of cricket.

Pakistan struggled to under-
stand the nature of the surface that
was on off er and succumbed to a 
10-wicket defeat. -ANI

S E R I E S  O F  S E T B A C K S
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OMAN CRUDE PRICE FALLS
The price of Oman oil has decreased,
with prices for delivery by November 
2024 reaching $73.39, said Dubai 
Mercantile Exchange (DME). The DME 
statement said that the price of Oman oil 
fell by $3.24 from the price of Tuesday,
which was $76.63. - ONA

MSX INDEX ENDS HIGHER
The MSX index closed at 4,781.07 points, 
up by 0.07% from previous close. The 
Sharia Index ended down by 0.42% at 
441.88 points. Al Madina Investments, 
up 8.33%, was the top gainer while Oman
Fisheries, down 5.00%, was the top loser.

MDO’s geophysical survey paves 
way for Oman’s mining growth

MUSCAT: Minerals Development
Oman (MDO) has successfully 
completed its Geophysical Airborne
Survey Project, marking a pivotal
achievement in the Sultanate of 
Oman’s mineral exploration eff orts.

This project is a cornerstone
of MDO’s strategic plan to iden-
tify and evaluate mineral resourc-
es across its concession areas

throughout Oman. Over the course 
of 73 weeks, the survey meticu-
lously logging a total of 2,550 fl ight 
hours to complete the survey, a 
total area of 16,000 square kilome-
tres across seven mineral conces-
sions across six governorates: Al 
Buraimi, North and South Al Bati-
nah, South Al Sharqiyah, Al Dhahi-
rah, and Al Dakhiliyah.

Eng. Nasser Saif Al Maqbali, 
CEO of MDO, remarked: “The suc-
cessful completion of the airborne 
geophysical survey project under-
scores MDO’s unwavering com-
mitment to advancing the mining 
sector in Oman. By building a ro-
bust geological foundation through 
modern, practical approaches and 
leveraging cutting-edge airborne 

surveying technology, we are lay-
ing the groundwork for signifi cant
progress. Furthermore, our dedica-
tion to developing Omani talent in
exploration and geophysics aims to
localise essential knowledge. 

“We are confi dent that the data 
collected will be pivotal in unlock-
ing new opportunities and driving 
sustainable growth in the compa-

ny’s mineral resources.”
The airborne geophysical sur-

vey is part of the comprehensive 
exploration programme imple-
mented by MDO, alongside the 
geochemical surveys and explora-
tory drilling. The goal is to build 
a robust database of mineral re-
sources to support the mining pro-
jects developed by the company.

Minerals Development Oman 
was established with a clear stra-
tegic vision to invest in Oman’s 
mining sector and to enhance its 
contribution to economic and so-
cial growth. This includes creating 
job opportunities, building local 
competencies, supporting small 
businesses, and developing in-
country value. -ONA

The airborne
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comprehensive 

exploration
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Development Oman,
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drilling

Pact worth OMR20mn 

signed to establish 

pharmaceutical complex 

MUSCAT: Khazaen Economic 
City signed an investment agree-
ment to establish an integrated 
pharmaceutical industrial com-
plex worth OMR20 million. The 
project will be established on an area 

of 20,000 square metres. The project 
aims to manufacture general medi-
cine in order to meet local demand 
and improve Oman’s position as a 
lucrative investment destination in 
the pharmaceuticals fi eld. -ONA

K H A Z A E N  E C O N O M I C  C I T Y

Rusayl Industrial City localises 8 

new projects worth OMR8 million

MUSCAT: Al Rusayl Industrial 
City, affi  liated to the Public Estab-
lishment for Industrial Estates 
(Madayn), succeeded in localising 
8 projects during the fi rst half of 
2024, with an investment volume 
of OMR8 million. 

This takes the total number of 

investment contracts signed dur-
ing the fi rst half of 2024 to 488. 
The total volume of investments 
in Al Rusayl Industrial City ex-
ceeded OMR766 million, while the 
number of workers stood at 19,854, 
with an Omanisation rate of 33%.

Eng. Mohsin Zahran Al Hinai, 

CEO of Al Rusayl Industrial City, 
said that the industrial city, es-
tablished in 1983, constitutes one 
of the oldest components of Ma-
dayn. Since its establishment, Al 
Rusayl Industrial City has seen 
signifi cant development, with a 
steady rise in the number of pro-

jects and areas allocated to it.
Al Hinai told Oman News

Agency (ONA) that the area of the 
industrial city grew from 3.5 mil-
lion sqm to 10.5 million sqm, with 
approximately 6.8 million sqm 
developed and approximately 95 
percent of the zone engaged. - ONA

F I R S T  H A L F  O F  2 0 2 4

Brussels urged to target European Union 
farm subsidies to help poorer farmers
BRUSSELS: The European Com-
mission is urged to shake up the 
European Union’s agricultural 
subsidies to better support poorer 
farmers, aiming to address the 
concerns that sparked the recent 
widespread protests by furious 
farmers, according to a report re-
leased yesterday.

“Bold and swift action at all lev-
els is needed” to address multiple 
agricultural and environmental 
crises, said the report, written by an 
expert committee and, presented to 
European Commission President 
Ursula von der Leyen in Brussels.

The report advises targeting 
subsidies from the Common Agri-
cultural Policy (CAP) fund towards 
“farmers who need it most” based 
on income and away from payouts 
based on the size of land held.

The wide-ranging consultations 
involving agricultural bodies and 
environmental non-governmen-

tal organizations (NGOs) were
launched by von der Leyen in the
wake of angry farmers’ protests
across the EU, earlier this year.

Angry at increased bureaucracy 
and falling incomes, farmers dem-
onstrated for months ahead of Eu-
ropean Parliament elections and
even mounted a tractor blockade

of EU institutions in Brussels.
The report is meant to inform 

agricultural policy in the new
commission for the next fi ve years.
Other recommendations include a 
specifi c loan package for the agri-
cultural sector from the European 
Investment Bank. Also advised is 
a rethink of the bloc’s trade nego-

tiation strategy to account for the 
“strategic relevance of agriculture 
and food products” and a review of 
impact assessments of trade deals.

The commission should also 
establish a platform for further 
consultations among stakehold-
ers from agricultural and environ-
mental groups, the report said. -ONA

R E P O R T

Oil falls amid concerns over 
slow global demand growth

SINGAPORE: Oil prices fell
yesterday, extending the previ-
ous day’s more than 4% plunge,
amid concerns over lower global
demand growth.

Brent crude futures for No-
vember fell 28 cents, or 0.4%, to
$73.47 after dropping 4.9% in
the previous session. US West
Texas Intermediate (WTI) crude
futures for October were down
31 cents, or 0.4%, to $70.03 after
dropping 4.4%  on Tuesday.

Both contracts fell to their low-
est since December 2023, amid
signs of a deal to slow global con-
sumption growth.

Gold steady as US payrolls
data grabs limelight
Gold prices held steady today as
investors braced for a monthly 
US payrolls report that could in-
fl uence how swiftly and deeply 
the Federal Reserve cuts interest
rates this year (2024).

Spot gold held its ground at
$2,493.34 per ounce, after hit-
ting its lowest level in more than 
a week on Tuesday. US gold fu-
tures were nearly unchanged at 
$2,524.80.

So far this year, gold has gained
21%, hitting an all-time high of 
$2,531.60 on 20 August 2024 
driven by US rate cut bets and the 
Middle East concerns.

Spot silver fell 0.4% to $27.94
per ounce, platinum gained 0.2% 
to $904.65, and palladium was 
fl at at $938.57. - ONA

O I L  P R I C E S
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MSX index 
ends higher

MUSCAT: The MSX index 
closed at 4,781.07 points, up by 
0.07% from previous close. The 
Sharia Index ended down by 
0.42% at 441.88 points. Al Ma-
dina Investments, up 8.33%, was 
the top gainer while Oman Fish-
eries, down 5.00%, was the top 
loser. Shares of OQGN were the 
most active in terms of number of 
shares traded as well as in terms 
of turnover.

A total number of 821 trades 
were executed during the day’s 
trading session, generating turn-
over of RO 2.73 million, with more 
than 14.24 million shares chang-
ing hands. Out of 53 traded secu-
rities, 16 advanced, 15 declined, 
and 22 remained unchanged. At 
the session close, GCC & Arab 
investors were net sellers for RO 
137K while domestic investors 
were net buyers for RO 70K, fol-
lowed by foreign investors for RO 
67K worth of shares.

Financial Index closed at 
7,744.12 points, down 0.13%. 
Prices of Al Madina Invest-
ments, Oman Qatar Insurance, 
United Finance, OMINVEST, 

Oman United Insurance were up 
by 8.33%, 2.56%, 1.75%, 0.58%, 
0.40% respectively. Prices of Na-
tional Finance, Oman & Emir-
ates Investment, Al Madina 
Takaful, Bank Nizwa, Oman Arab 
Bank were down by 3.57%, 1.30%, 
1.25%, 0.94%, 0.68% respectively.

Industrial Index closed at 
5,911.29 points, up 0.06%. Pric-
es of Voltamp Energy, Muscat 
Thread Mill, Galfar Engineering, 
Al Anwar Ceramics were up by 
1.89%, 0.94%, 0.76%, 0.55% re-
spectively. Prices of Oman Fish-
eries, Oman Chromite, Jazeera 
Steel Products were down by 
5.00%, 4.05%, 0.71% respectively.

Services Index was up by 
0.88% before closing at 1,866.72 
points. Prices of Renaissance 
Services, Al Maha Marketing, 
Dhofar Generating, Barka Water 
& Power Company, Al Jazeera 
Services were up by 5.00%, 3.88%, 
2.99%, 2.66%, 1.91% respectively. 
Prices of Majan College, Phoenix 
Power, Al Batinah Power, Oman 
Telecom, Ooredoo were down 
by 1.80%, 1.75%, 1.30%, 0.89%, 
0.34% respectively.— United Securities

Al Madina Investments, up 8.33%, was the top 

gainer while Oman Fisheries, down 5.00%, 

was the top loser

MUSCAT
STOCK
EXCHANGE

SHARE PRICE BULLETIN FOR WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4

REGULAR MARKET .....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
OM0000003224 ...........  RENAISSANCE SERVICES ............................................................ 65,520................27,135 ...........22 ............... 0.410 ........0.420 ......... 0.407 ...........0.420 ............0.400 .......... 0.020............5.000 ........... 0.420.............. 0.415............0.419............. 0.100 ...... 99,292,200
OM0000002374............  UNITED FINANCE ............................................................................ 30,600.................. 1,775............. 3 ............... 0.058 ........0.058.......... 0.058 ........... 0.058 ............0.057........... 0.001 ............ 1.754 .............0.058..............0.056 ............0.058............. 0.100 .......20,655,383
OM0000004735 ...........  SEMBCORP SALALAH ................................................................... 109,500................11,931 ........... 18 ............... 0.108 ........ 0.112 ...........0.108 ........... 0.109 ............0.108 ........... 0.001 ............0.926 ............0.109..............0.104............ 0.110............. 0.100 ....104,048,343
OM0000009072 ...........  OQ GAS NETWORKS ...................................................................4,377,405............ 648,857 .........195 ............... 0.148 ........0.149 ...........0.148........... 0.149 ............0.148........... 0.001 ............ 0.676 ............0.148 ..............0.148 ............0.149............. 0.100 ....645,262,964
OM0000001533 ............  OMINVEST .............................................................................................15,820..................5,531............. 4 ............... 0.348 ........0.350 ......... 0.348 ........... 0.350 ............0.348........... 0.002 ............ 0.575 ............0.350 ..............0.341 ............0.349............. 0.100 .... 233,927,899
OM0000002168............  AL ANWAR  CERAMIC ........................................................................5,582..................1,027............. 2 ............... 0.184 ........0.184...........0.184 ........... 0.184 ............0.183 ........... 0.001 ............0.546 ............0.184..............0.180 ............0.188 ............. 0.100 ...... 40,480,000
OM0000001087 ............  OMAN UNITED INSURANCE........................................................45,774............... 11,444 ............. 2 ............... 0.250 ........0.250 ......... 0.250...........0.250 ............0.249........... 0.001 ............0.402 ........... 0.250 ............. 0.250 ............0.257............. 0.100 ...... 25,000,000
OM0000001483 ............  NATIONAL BANK OMAN ..........................................................1,690,048.............456,313........... 10 ............... 0.270 ........0.270 ......... 0.270 ........... 0.270 ............0.270........... 0.000............0.000 ........... 0.270............. 0.270 ............0.290 ............ 0.100 .... 439,005,516
OM0000002440 ...........  AL SHARQIYA INVESTMENT HO. ...........................................226,645................16,772............. 8 ............... 0.074 ........0.074.......... 0.074 ........... 0.074 ............0.074 ........... 0.000 ............0.000 ............0.074 ..............0.073............0.078............. 0.100 .........6,660,000
OM0000002796 ...........  BANK MUSCAT ............................................................................... 1,319,119.............345,879 ...........23 ............... 0.262 ........0.263 ......... 0.262 ...........0.262 ............0.262........... 0.000 ............0.000 ........... 0.262............. 0.262............0.263............. 0.100 . 1,966,676,030
OM0000003125 ............  GLOBAL FINANCIAL INVESTMENT HO. ............................ 254,195................19,573 ...........20 ............... 0.077 ........0.077.......... 0.077........... 0.077 ............0.077........... 0.000............0.000 ............0.077 ..............0.077 ............0.079............. 0.100 .......15,400,000
OM0000003398 ...........  SOHAR INTERNATIONAL BANK ..............................................741,749.............106,687 ........... 77 ............... 0.144 ........0.144 ...........0.143 ........... 0.144 ............0.144........... 0.000 ............0.000 ............0.144 ..............0.140............0.144 ............. 0.100 .... 803,123,463
OM0000004933 ...........  AL SUWADI POWER .............................................................................R 1,491......................115 ..............1 ............... 0.077 ........0.077.......... 0.077 ........... 0.077 ............0.077 ........... 0.000 ............0.000 ............0.077 ..............0.073............0.077............. 0.100 .......55,009,288
OM0000008934 ...........  ABRAJ ENERGY SERVICES ...................................................... 1,191,761.............357,258........... 51 ...............0.300 ........0.300 ......... 0.299 ...........0.300 ............0.300 .......... 0.000............0.000 ........... 0.300 ..............0.297 ............0.320 ............ 0.100 ....231,060,000
OM0000003968 ...........  OOREDOO.................................................................................................6,000..................1,740............. 2 ...............0.290 ........0.290 ......... 0.290...........0.290 ............0.291 ...........-0.001 ..........-0.344 .......... 0.290 ............. 0.290 ............0.291 ............. 0.100 .....188,773,827
OM0000002176 ............  JAZEERA STEEL PRODUCTS....................................................... 10,000................. 2,780 ..............1 ............... 0.278 ........0.278.......... 0.278........... 0.278 ............0.280.......... -0.002 .......... -0.714 ............0.278 ..............0.278............0.279............. 0.100 ....... 34,721,633
OM0000003026 ...........  OMAN TELECOM............................................................................. 180,646............. 180,793 ...........28 ................1.011 ......... 1.011 .......... 1.000 ........... 1.000 ............1.009 .......... -0.009 .......... -0.892 ...........1.000..............1.000 ............ 1.001 ............. 0.100 ....750,000,000
OM0000004768 ...........  MADINA TAKAFUL...........................................................................111,761................. 8,829..............5 ............... 0.079 ........0.079.......... 0.079........... 0.079 ............0.080...........-0.001 .......... -1.250 ............0.079 ..............0.079 ............0.080 ............ 0.100 .......13,825,000
OM0000001681 ............  OMAN  EMIRATES HO. ..................................................................102,200.................. 7,767........... 14 ............... 0.076 ........0.076.......... 0.076 ........... 0.076 ............0.077...........-0.001 .......... -1.299 ............0.076 ..............0.075 ............0.076............. 0.100 .........9,262,500
OM0000004925 ...........  ALBATINAH POWER.....................................................................R 244,300............... 18,567............. 7 ............... 0.076 ........0.076.......... 0.076 ........... 0.076 ............0.077...........-0.001 .......... -1.299 ............0.076 ..............0.075 ............0.076............. 0.100 ....... 51,291,445
Total ..................................20 ...........................................................................................................10,730,116 ........ 2,230,773........ 493 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

ISIN.......................................................SECURITY NAME ..........................................................................................................................VOLUME...................... TURNOVER ........... TRADES..............OPEN PRICE...........HIGH ...................LOW................ CLOSE PR............PREV. CLOSE...........DIFF (RO) .................DIFF %..................LAST PR .................LAST BID.......... LAST OFFER...............PAR VALUE............. MARKET CAP

O M A N  S T O C K S

INDICES
Index  High Low Value Prev . Value Diff  Diff  %
MSX 30 INDEX  4,798.29 4,774.19 4,781.07 4,777.90 3.18 0.07
FINANCIAL INDEX  7,809.39 7,741.95 7,744.12 7,754.05 -9.93 -0.13
Industry Index  5,931.76 5,882.23 5,911.29 5,908.00 3.28 0.06
Services Index  1,866.72 1,850.17 1,866.72 1,850.50 16.22 0.88
MSX Shariah Index  443.76 438.50 441.88 443.76 -1.88 -0.42
MSX TR INDEX  6,668.86 6,635.37 6,644.94 6,640.52 4.42 0.07
FINANCIAL TR IDX  8,872.27 8,795.66 8,798.12 8,809.40 -11.29 -0.13
INDUSTRIAL TR IDX  6,843.84 6,786.69 6,820.22 6,816.43 3.79 0.06
SERVICES TR IDX  2,172.22 2,152.96 2,172.22 2,153.35 18.88 0.88
FIXED INCOME INDEX 1,069.10 1,069.10 1,069.10 1,069.10 0.00 0.00
Trading Summary
Volume ................ Turnover ..........Trades .............. Market Cap............. Up............Down............. Equal .........Sec. Traded
14,241,944 ..................2,731,370 .....................821 ............... 24,619,979,618 ................ 16 ......................15 ....................22 .........................53

OM0000001962 ............  AL MADINA INVESTMENT HOLDING ................................... 155,924................ 8,038 .......... 14 ................ 0.050 ........0.052 ......... 0.050........... 0.052 ............0.048........... 0.004 .............8.333 ............0.052 ............ 0.049............0.052.............. 0.100 ....... 4,420,000
OM0000003000 ...........  Al MAHA PETROLEUM PRODUCTS MARKETING...................G 3,760................ 4,023 ............ 4 ................ 1.070 ........1.070...........1.070 ........... 1.070 ............1.030 ........... 0.040 .............3.883 ............1.070 .............1.045............1.070 .............. 0.100 ..... 73,830,000
OM0000007407 ...........  DHOFAR GENERATING...................................................................20,000.................1,380 ............ 2 ................ 0.069 ........0.069 ......... 0.069 ........... 0.069 ............0.067 ........... 0.002 .............2.985 ........... 0.069 .............0.069............0.070.............. 0.100 ......15,334,560
OM0000003141 ............  BARKA WATER AND POWER.........................................................R 13,574.................3,679 ............ 6 ................ 0.275 ........0.275.......... 0.270 ........... 0.270 ............0.263........... 0.007.............2.662 ........... 0.270.............0.253 ............0.270.............. 0.100 .....43,200,000
OM0000006979 ...........  OMAN QATAR INSURANCE............................................................13,842.................2,713............ 6 ................ 0.177 ........0.200 ..........0.177 ...........0.200 ............0.195........... 0.005.............2.564 ........... 0.200 ............ 0.200 ............0.205 ............. 0.100 ......32,243,714
OM0000002226 ...........  ALJAZEERA SERVICES ....................................................................45,750.................9,556 ..........20 ................0.209 ........0.214.......... 0.206 ........... 0.214 ............0.210 ........... 0.004 ............. 1.905.............0.214............. 0.211............0.214.............. 0.100 .......13,097,714
OM0000003661 ............  VOLTAMP ENERGY...............................................................................8,599................ 3,249 .............5 ................ 0.370 ........0.380 ......... 0.370 ........... 0.377 ............0.370 ........... 0.007 ............. 1.892.............0.377 .............0.365 ............0.377 .............. 0.100 ......30,688,837
OM0000002036 ...........  MUSCAT THREAD MILLS...............................................................60,000................ 6,395...........11 ................ 0.105 ........0.107...........0.104........... 0.107 ............0.106 ........... 0.001 .............0.943 ............0.107 .............0.107 ............0.107 .............. 0.100 .........1,754,169
OM0000003521............  GALFAR ENGINEERING & CONTRACTING ..................... 1,530,754............205,779 ..........84 ................ 0.133 ........ 0.135 ...........0.132 ........... 0.133 ............0.132 ........... 0.001 ............. 0.758 .............0.133.............0.134 ............0.135 .............. 0.100 ...... 26,997,197
OM0000001160 ............  NATIONAL GAS ................................................................................. 293,571.............. 27,506 ..........34 ................ 0.093 ........0.094 ......... 0.092 ...........0.094 ............0.094........... 0.000 .............0.000 ........... 0.094 .............0.089............0.097.............. 0.100 ........7,990,000
OM0000001368 ............  CONSTRUCTION MATERIAL INDUSTRIES ...........................53,750................ 2,473 .............1 ................ 0.046 ........0.046 ......... 0.046 ...........0.046 ............0.046........... 0.000 .............0.000 ........... 0.046 ............ 0.046............0.042 ............. 0.100 ........2,875,000
OM0000001426 ............  OMAN REFRESHMENT ......................................................................... 100.................... 112 .............1 ................ 1.120 ........ 1.120 ...........1.120 ........... 1.120.............1.120 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ............1.120 ............ 0.000............ 1.120 .............. 0.100 ..... 56,000,000
OM0000001772 ............  ALANWAR INVESTMENT.............................................................. 48,850.................3,810............ 8 ................ 0.078 ........0.078.......... 0.078 ........... 0.078 ............0.078 ........... 0.000.............0.000 ............0.078 .............0.077 ............0.078.............. 0.100 ......16,550,040
OM0000002200...........  AHLI BANK ............................................................................................ 35,344.................5,555............ 2 ................ 0.160 ........0.160 ...........0.150........... 0.150 ............0.150........... 0.000 .............0.000 ............0.150 .............0.150 ............0.000 ............. 0.100 ...352,448,620
OM0000002267 ...........  GULF MUSHROOM PRODUCTS ........................................................240...................... 55 .............1 ................ 0.230 ........0.230 ......... 0.230 ...........0.230 ............0.230........... 0.000 .............0.000 ........... 0.230.............0.217............0.231.............. 0.100 ...... 10,526,134
OM0000003265 ...........  NATIONAL DETERGENT .........................................................................90...................... 59 .............1 ................ 0.650 ........0.650.......... 0.650 ........... 0.650 ............0.650 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ............0.650............ 0.620 ............0.650.............. 0.100 ..... 13,000,000
OM0000007084 ...........  MUSCAT CITY DESALINATION ......................................................1,781.................... 126 .............1 ................ 0.071 ........0.071...........0.071 ........... 0.071 ............0.071 ........... 0.000.............0.000 ............0.071.............0.071 ............0.076.............. 0.100 ......11,044,078
OM0000007910 ............  AMAN REAL ESTATE..............................................................................490...................... 47.............1 ................ 0.095 ........0.095.......... 0.095 ........... 0.095 ............0.095 ........... 0.000.............0.000 ............0.095 ............ 0.090 ............0.095.............. 0.100 ......19,000,000
OM0000008447 ...........  OMAN REIT FUND ...........................................................................293,093.............. 19,933.......... 31 ................ 0.069 ........0.069 ......... 0.068........... 0.068 ............0.068........... 0.000.............0.000 ........... 0.068 .............0.065 ............0.068.............. 0.100 ......33,376,874
OM0000008868 ...........  THE PEARL REIF .................................................................................17,000.................1,989.............5 .................0.117......... 0.117...........0.117 ........... 0.117 ............. 0.117 ........... 0.000.............0.000 ............0.117 ............. 0.115 ............ 0.119.............. 0.100 ...... 59,448,115
OM0000004248 ...........  SMN POWER HOLDING ................................................................... 57,000.............. 19,328 ............ 3 ................0.340 ........0.340 ......... 0.339........... 0.339 ............0.340...........-0.001 ...........-0.294 ...........0.339 ............ 0.330 ............0.340 ............. 0.100 ...... 67,676,468
OM0000005260 ...........  OMAN ARAB BANK ...............................................................................2,424....................354 .............1 ................ 0.146 ........0.146 ...........0.146........... 0.146 ............0.147 ...........-0.001 ........... -0.680............0.146.............0.146 ............0.150 .............. 0.100 ... 243,733,860
OM0000004420...........  BANK NIZWA .........................................................................................A 62,514................ 6,599 ............ 8 ................ 0.105 ........0.106 ...........0.105 ........... 0.105 ............0.106...........-0.001 ...........-0.943 ...........0.105 .............0.105 ............0.106 .............. 0.100 ...234,880,068
OM0000005963 ...........  PHOENIX POWER............................................................................. 437,128.............. 24,515 ..........29 ................ 0.057 ........0.057.......... 0.056 ........... 0.056 ............0.057...........-0.001 ........... -1.754 ............0.056.............0.056 ............0.059.............. 0.100 ......81,905,682
OM0000001897 ............  MAJAN COLLEGE ..................................................................................... 225...................... 25 .............1 ................ 0.109 ........0.109...........0.109 ........... 0.109 ............ 0.111 .......... -0.002 ........... -1.802 ............0.109 ............. 0.110............ 0.112 .............. 0.100 ........ 9,810,000
OM0000002648 ...........  NATIONAL FINANCE ..........................................................................1,000.................... 143 ............ 2 ................ 0.150 ........0.150 ...........0.135 ........... 0.135 ............0.140 .......... -0.005 ........... -3.571............0.135 ............. 0.135 ............0.140 .............. 0.100 ...... 77,450,078
OM0000001020 ...........  OMAN CHROMITE ..............................................................................27,910............ 115,680.......... 19 ................ 4.199 ........4.199 ...........3.780 ...........4.030 ........... 4.200 ..........-0.170 ...........-4.048 .......... 4.030.............3.780 ............4.020 ............. 1.000 ......13,299,000
Total ..................................27 ............................................................................................................. 3,184,713............473,120 ........301 ..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Parallel Market .........................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Financial regulators of South Korea, Japan agree to boost cooperation

SEOUL: The heads of South Ko-
rean and Japanese fi nancial regu-
lators have agreed to boost their 
cooperation in dealing with grow-
ing uncertainties in the global fi -
nancial market, Seoul’s Financial 
Services Commission (FSC) said 
yesterday.

The agreement was reached 
between FSC Chairman Kim By-
oung-hwan and commissioner of 

Japan’s Financial Services Agen-
cy, Ito Hideki at a meeting in Tokyo 
on Tuesday, South Korean News 
Agency (Yonhap) reported.

The two sides “agreed on the 
need to further strengthen cooper-
ation between the two countries to 
eff ectively deal with the volatility 
in the global fi nancial market,” the 
FSC said of the meeting in a press
release.

“They noted there exists the 
strong possibility of the volatility 
in the global fi nancial market fur-
ther expanding in the future since 
the monetary policies and eco-
nomic conditions of major econo-
mies, including the United States, 
the European Union and Japan, 
stand at an infl ection point while 
many other factors that can aff ect 
the global economy, such as the US 

presidential election, lie ahead,” it 
added.

Kim and Ito also shared a view 
that cooperation between the two 
countries can play an “impor-
tant role” in dealing with market 
volatility in a timely manner and 
agreed to hold detailed discussions 
on ways to promote close coopera-
tion in the future, according to the 
FSC. - ONA

G L O B A L  F I N A N C I A L  M A R K E T

India’s services sector sees strongest 

growth of fi ve months in August

NEW DELHI: India’s services 
sector demonstrated robust 
growth in August, with the HSBC 
India Services Business Activity 
Index rising to 60.9, marking its 
strongest expansion since March.

According to HSBC, this index, 
which has now remained in ex-
pansion territory for thirty-seven 
consecutive months, refl ects the 
ongoing momentum in the sec-
tor, underpinned by productivity 
gains and positive demand trends.

The August reading of 60.9, 
up from 60.3 in July, is above 
the long-run average, indicating 
a strong and resilient services 
economy.

Pranjul Bhandari, Chief India 
Economist at HSBC, comment-
ed on the fi ndings, stating, “The 
Composite PMI for India contin-
ued to show strong growth in Au-
gust, driven by accelerated busi-
ness activity in the service sector, 
which experienced its fastest ex-
pansion since March.

The growth was driven by 
steady improvements in produc-
tivity and sustained demand, with 
new orders continuing to rise for 
the thirty-seventh month in a row.

The rate of new order growth 
accelerated slightly from July, 
reaching its highest level since 
April. Over one-quarter of the 
surveyed companies reported im-
proved business conditions, while 
only 5 per cent indicated a decline.

Bhandari said, “This growth 
was largely fuelled by an increase 
in new orders, particularly do-
mestic orders. Employment lev-
els remained robust, though there 
was a slight decrease in the pace 
of hiring compared to July. On a 
positive note, input costs rose at 
their slowest pace in six months, 
with both the manufacturing 
and service sectors exhibiting 
the same pattern. Consequently, 
output price infl ation receded in 
August.”

Among the various sub-sectors, 
fi nance and insurance emerged as 
the best-performing area, show-
ing the highest growth in both 
output and new business. This 
sector’s strong performance high-
lights its pivotal role in driving 
the overall expansion of India’s 

service economy.
While domestic sales were the 

primary driver of growth, the 
pace of new export business in-
creased at a slower rate in August, 
easing to a six-month low.

Nevertheless, the rise in export 
orders remained signifi cant, with 
fi rms reporting better demand 
from regions including Asia, Aus-
tralia, Europe, Latin America, the 
Middle East, and the US.

Service providers continued to 
face rising operating expenses
due to increased costs for food,
labour, and transportation.
However, the overall rate of in-
put cost infl ation was modest,
marking the weakest increase
since August 2020.

Despite these cost pressures, 
fewer than 4 per cent of compa-
nies raised their average selling 
prices compared to July, lead-
ing to a moderate overall rate of 
charge infl ation in the services 
sector. Notably, the rise in output 
prices was slower than in the pre-
vious month.

The survey also revealed that 
Consumer Services experienced 
the sharpest increase in input 
costs during August, while charge 
infl ation was most pronounced in 

the Transport, Information, and 
Communication sub-sectors.

Confi dence in the future out-
look for business activity re-
mained positive, supported by ris-
ing backlogs and sustained growth 
in new business, which continued 
to drive job creation across the 
services sector. However, the pace 
of employment growth slowed to a 
four-month low.

The rate of increase in out-
standing business volumes also 
decelerated, reaching its weakest 
level since February.

Despite the overall positive 
sentiment, the level of business 
confi dence for the year ahead 
slipped to a 13-month low. While 
21 per cent of service providers 
expected an increase in output 
over the next 12 months, down 
from around 30 per cent in July, 
some fi rms expressed concerns 
about competitive pressures af-
fecting their outlook.

“However, the outlook for the 
Indian private sector over the 
next year has moderated, reach-
ing its lowest level in 15 months 
due to competitive pressure, al-
though the Future Output Index 
remained above the long-term av-
erage,” Bhandari added. -ANI

B U S I N E S S  A C T I V I T Y  I N D E X

BEST-PERFORMING AREA: Among the various sub-sectors,

fi nance and insurance emerged as the best-performing area, 

showing the highest growth in both output and new business. 

– Photo used for illustrative purpose only
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TUBERCULOSIS is a perplexing 
disease. It is the largest cause of 
mortality from infectious disease
worldwide, however, it is believed
that such deaths account for just
around 5 percent of Mycobacte-
rium tuberculosis (Mtb) infec-
tions. Antibiotics can be credited
with saving the lives of some Mtb
patients, but there is still a gap
between the prevalence of infec-
tion and the intended severity 
of its eff ects. An increasing body 
of research implies that genetic
susceptibility to tuberculosis ac-
counts for the disparity.

Now, researchers at The Rock-
efeller University have discovered
another unusual mutation that
makes its carriers far more likely 
to develop tuberculosis--but not
other infectious diseases. This
fi nding, which was recently pub-
lished in Nature, has the poten-
tial to challenge long-held beliefs
about the immune system.

It’s long been known that an
acquired defi ciency of a pro-in-
fl ammatory cytokine called TNF
is linked to an increased risk of 

developing TB. The current study, 
led by Rockefeller’s Stephanie 
Boisson-Dupuis and Jean-Lau-
rent Casanova, revealed a genetic 
cause of TNF defi ciency, as well 
as the underlying mechanism: a 
lack of TNF incapacitates a spe-
cifi c immune process in the lungs, 
leading to severe--but surprising-
ly targeted--illness.

The fi ndings suggest that TNF, 
long considered a key galvanizer 
of the immune response, might 
actually play a much narrower 
role--a discovery with far-reach-
ing clinical implications.

“The past 40 years of scientifi c 
literature have attributed a wide 
variety of pro-infl ammatory func-
tions to TNF,” says Casanova, 
head of the St. Giles Laboratory 
of Human Genetics of Infectious 
Diseases. “But beyond protecting 
the lungs against TB, it may have 
a limited role in infl ammation and 
immunity.”

Casanova’s lab has been study-
ing the genetic causes of TB for 
more than two decades through 
fi eld work in several countries and 

a wide network of collaborating 
physicians across the world. They 
maintain an ever-growing data-
base of whole-exome sequences 
from a global pool of patients-
-more than 25,000 people to date. 
Of those, some 2,000 have had TB.

Over the years they’ve identi-
fi ed several rare genetic mutations 
that render some people vulner-
able to TB. For example, mutations 
in a gene called CYBB can disable 
an immune mechanism called the 
respiratory burst, which produces 
chemicals called reactive oxygen 
species (ROS). Despite its pulmo-
nary-sounding name, the respira-
tory burst takes place in immune 
cells throughout the body.

ROS help pathogen-consuming 
white blood cells called phago-
cytes (from the Greek for “eat-
ing”) to destroy the invaders 
they’ve devoured. If ROS aren’t 
produced, those pathogens can 
thrive unchecked, leading to de-
bilitating complications. As a re-
sult, carriers of this CYBB muta-
tion become vulnerable to not just 
TB but to a wide variety of infec-

tious diseases.
For the current study, the team

suspected that a similar inborn
error of immunity may lay be-
hind the severe, recurring TB
infections experienced by two
people in Colombia--a 28-year-
old woman and her 32-year-old
cousin--who had been repeatedly 
hospitalized with signifi cant lung 
conditions. In each cycle, they 
initially responded well to anti-TB
antibiotics, but within a year, they 
were sick again.

Puzzlingly, however, their long-
term health records showed that
their immune systems functioned
normally, and that they were oth-
erwise healthy.

To fi nd out why they were par-
ticularly prone to getting TB, the
researchers performed whole-
exome sequencing on the two, as
well as a genetic analysis of their
respective parents and relatives.

The two were the only members
of their extended family with a 
mutation in the TNF gene, which
encodes for proteins linked to the
regulation of a variety of biologi-

cal processes. Short for “tumor
necrosis factor,” increased TNF
production is also associated with
a variety of conditions, including 
septic shock, cancer, rheumatoid
arthritis, and cachexia, which
causes dangerous weight loss.

The protein is largely secreted
by a type of phagocyte called a 
macrophage, which relies on the
ROS molecules generated by the
respiratory burst to fi nish off  
pathogens they’ve consumed.

In these two patients, the TNF
gene failed to function, prevent-
ing the respiratory burst from oc-
curring, and thus the creation of 
ROS molecules. As a result, the
patients’ alveolar macrophages,
located in their lungs, were over-
run with Mtb.

“We knew that the respiratory 
burst was important for protect-
ing people against various types of 
mycobacteria, but now we know
that TNF is actually regulating the
process,” says Boisson-Dupuis.
“And when it’s missing in alveolar
macrophages, people will be sus-
ceptible to airborne TB.”

She adds, “It’s very surprising 
that the people we studied are 
adults who have never been sick 
with other infectious diseases, 
despite being repeatedly exposed 
to their microbes. They are appar-
ently selectively at risk for TB.”

The discovery also solves a 
long-standing mystery about why 
TNF inhibitors, which are used to 
treat autoimmune and infl amma-
tory diseases, raise the chances of 
contracting TB. Without TNF, a 
key part of the defense against it 
is defunct.

The fi ndings may lead to a radi-
cal reassessment of TNF’s role 
in immune function--and new 
treatment possibilities. “TNF is 
required for immunity against 
Mtb, but it seems to be redundant 
for immunity against many other 
pathogens,” Casanova says. “So the 
question is, what other pro-infl am-
matory cytokines are doing the 
jobs we thought TNF was doing? 
If we can discover that, we may be 
able to block these cytokines rather 
than TNF to treat diseases where 
infl ammation plays a role.” - ANI

New research on TB 
could change how we treat 

infl ammatory disorders
Now, researchers at The Rockefeller University have discovered another unusual mutation 

that makes its carriers far more likely to develop tuberculosis--but not other infectious 

diseases. This fi nding, which was recently published in Nature, has the potential to 

challenge long-held beliefs about the immune system
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Can’t express in words: Bangladesh 
skipper Shanto after series victory

RAWALPINDI: After clean-
sweeping Pakistan in the two-
match Test series, Bangladesh
skipper Najmul Hossain Shanto
heaped praise on the team.

The visitors delivered a domi-
nant performance over two weeks,
sweeping the Test series against
Pakistan 2-0, despite a rain-aff ect-
ed start to the second Test.

“Means a lot, can’t express in
words. Really happy. We were
looking to win here and are very 
happy with the way everyone has
done their job. Very impressive,
the work ethic of our pacers was
great and that’s why we got the
result. Everyone is honest with
themselves and they want to win,
I hope they continue. Joy missed
out because of a niggle, and the

way Shadman batted in the fi rst 
Test was excellent. And even Za-
kir in this Test, came out posi-
tive and got us the momentum,” 
Shanto said in the post-match 

presentation.
The skipper said the win will 

give them confi dence as they take 
on India in the next series.

“Next series is very important 

and this win gives us a lot of confi -
dence. We have a lot of experience 
in Mushi and Shakib, and they will 
be important in India. (On Mi-
raz) the way he bowled and took 5 

wickets in these conditions is very 
impressive, and hope he can do the
same against India. Everyone has
chipped in, especially those who
weren’t getting chances. The four
guys who weren’t in the XI but
helping the team on the fi eld were
very impressive. I hope this cul-
ture can continue. The party is the
manager’s call, we have to travel as
well but we will go well!” the open-
er added.

Praise for Mehidy Hasan
Bangladesh skipper Najmul Hos-
sain Shanto showered praise on
Mehidy Hasan Miraz’s perfor-
mance in the second Test match
against Pakistan and said that it
was “brilliant”.

Miraz scored 155 runs in his 
two innings and scalped a total of 
10 wickets in the two-match Test 
series.

Speaking at the post-match 
press conference, Najmul Hossain 
was asked about Miraz’s perfor-
mance and said that it was “unbe-
lievable” for him to see a spinner 
taking fi ve wickets.

“He was just brilliant. The way 
he bowled on the fi rst day on this 
wicket - a spinner taking fi ve wick-
ets, it was unbelievable. It was 
something else,” Shanto was quot-
ed by ESPNcricinfo as saying.

Miraz was later asked about
Bangladesh bowlers’ performance 
on foreign pitches when the 
26-year-old said that they can take 
wickets abroad too.

The Bangladesh bowler added
that his performance will help him 
to gain confi dence in the future.

“Now you can say that we take
wickets abroad too. To be honest, 
you cannot make a Test player in 
one or two days. You have to give 
him time. You have to allow him 
to do well. It takes time for him to 
settle into a role and dominate in 
world cricket. The more time he 
gets, the better he will be. Maybe 
my home performances gave me a 
certain kind of mindset, but now 
that I am bowling well abroad, I 
will have this as a reference point 
to do well in the future. It raises 
your confi dence for the next big 
series abroad. Confi dence comes 
from records and references. I 
have both now. I will be more con-
fi dent next time,” Miraz said.

This series victory is also Bang-
ladesh’s fi rst Test series win (of 
two matches or more) against a 
team other than Zimbabwe and 
the West Indies, according to the 
ICC.

The win has boosted Bangla-
desh in the ICC World Test Cham-
pionship standings. -ANI

The skipper said the 

win will give them

confi dence as they

take on India in the 

next series

Just believed in myself: 

Litton Das after dominant 

performance in Rawalpindi
RAWALPINDI: Bangladesh 
wicket-keeper batter Litton Das 
stepped up for his team when 
they were dwindling at 26/6 in 
the second Test against Pakistan. 
He scored 138 off  228 deliveries 
which included 13 boundaries 
and 4 maximums. He rescued the 
team with Mehidy Hasan Miraz 
(78) to a respectable score of 262.

His match winning perfor-
mance earned him the player of 
the match.

After the match, jubilant Lit-
ton said, “Just believed in myself, 
Pakistan bowled well in that spell 
but me and Hasan Miraz wanted 
to just bat long. He hit a four and 
a six and then the momentum 
shifted.”

The two forged a partnership 
with him of 175 runs

“When Hasan came, I didn’t 
have many scoring opportunities, 
so I took time and wanted to play 
as many overs as possible. Credit 
to Hasan as well for batting really 
well. I like keeping in Tests, that is 
my role and when I do well behind 
the wicket, the team does well 
too,” he said.

“When we came here, things 
back home weren’t up to the 
mark, but we came here and prac-
ticed hard. It is all about team ef-
fort, credit to all and the coaching 
staff . Not easy playing in this kind 
of heat,” he said.

2-0 win
Bangladesh delivered a thor-
oughly dominant performance 
over two weeks, sweeping the 
Test series against Pakistan 2-0, 
despite a rain-aff ected start to 
the second Test.

The 10-wicket victory in the 
fi rst match marked Bangladesh’s 
maiden Test win over Pakistan. A 
repeat of this performance in the 
second Test solidifi ed a historic 
achievement for the team.

This series victory is also 
Bangladesh’s fi rst Test series 
win (of two matches or more) 

against a team other than Zim-
babwe and the West Indies, ac-
cording to the ICC.

The win has boosted Bang-
ladesh in the ICC World Test 
Championship standings, propel-
ling them to No. 4 with a points 
percentage of 45.83, leapfrogging 
England. -ANI

W I C K E T - K E E P E R  B A T T E R

Shan Masood feels 
Pakistan need to
bring ‘consistency’
RAWALPINDI: After Paki-
stan’s disappointing series de-
feat against Bangladesh, skipper
Shan Masood said that the side 
needs to bring ‘consistency’ in
team selection.

Pakistan conceded a six-
wicket defeat against Bangla-
desh in the second Test match 
in Rawalpindi.

Masood displayed an eye-
catching performance in the fi rst
inning, scoring 57 runs from 69
balls at a strike rate of 82.61. In
the second inning, he scored 28
runs from 34 balls.

Speaking at the post-match
press conference, Masood point-
ed out the problems while select-
ing a player.

“We will have to work on bring-
ing in consistency in selection.
You will have to bear with play-
er’s failures. It’s not just about
Babar Azam, the more consist-
ently you give a chance to some-
one, the better he will perform.
You will have to search where you
will get that player who can be an
automatic selection on current
form. Since, we’re not playing red
ball cricket currently, we don’t

have many options to pick from. 
We played the same team which 
we took to Australia and was 
successful for Pakistan domesti-
cally and at international level,” 
Masood said.

The Pakistan skipper added 
that he is not too worried about 
his captaincy being taken away 
after the series loss against 
Bangladesh.

“I am not worried for my job 
security. I took this job to make 
the changes we believe will help 
this team. If I believe this team 
can go in a certain direction, 
even if my personal failure takes 
Pakistan in that direction, I will 
be content. However much time 
I get I’ll be grateful for and do my 
best,” he added.

The 10-wicket victory in the 
fi rst match marked Bangladesh’s 
maiden Test win over Pakistan. A 
repeat of this performance in the 
second Test solidifi ed a historic 
achievement for the team.

This series victory is also 
Bangladesh’s fi rst Test series win 
(of two matches or more) against 
a team other than Zimbabwe and 
the West Indies. -ANI

S K I P P E R

Don’t doubt his credentials: Atherton on McCullum’s appointment
LONDON: After Brendon Mc-
Cullum was appointed as the head 
coach of England’s white-ball 
teams in addition to the Test team, 
former England cricketer Michael 
Atherton said that it will be a big 
challenge for the ex-New Zealand 
skipper.
Marcus Trescothick, who was an-
nounced as the interim head coach 
following the departure of Mat-
thew Mott, will continue with his 
role for England’s upcoming series 
against Australia and the tour of 
the West Indies.

According to ESPNcricinfo, 
former Australia captain Ricky 
Ponting and England’s 2019 World 
Cup-winning captain, Eoin Mor-
gan, were among the candidates to 
replace Mott.

Earlier on Tuesday, the England 

Cricket Board (ECB) confi rmed 
that Test head coach Brendon 
McCullum will also serve as the 
head coach of England’s white-
ball teams “as part of a strategic 
restructure” for the Three Lions 
senior set-up.

McCullum has been sitting at 
the helm of England’s Test team 
since May 2022. He has extended 
his contract, which will run until 
the end of 2027. Under his new 
contract, McCullum will assume 
leadership of both the Test and 
white-ball teams starting January 
2025, coinciding with England’s 
white-ball tour of India and the 
ICC Champions Trophy next year.

Under his helm, English Test 
side made a strong revival, redefi n-
ing the batting style in tests. The 
aggressive approach that helped 

England win some great matches 
and series. This new style of crick-
et under Stokes- and McCullum 
has been named ‘Bazball’.

Speaking on the Sky Sports 
Cricket podcast, Atherton said, 
“When England went to New 
Zealand for a Test tour last time 
and the series fi nished, there was 
a white-ball series in Bangladesh 
the next day. Now, in his appoint-
ment, he makes the point that the 
schedule has eased a bit from 2025. 
There aren’t those crossovers that 
there were, but I still think it is go-
ing to be a big challenge.”

Atherton added that he doesn’t 
doubt McCullum’s credentials but 
it will be an added responsibility 
for the head coach.

“I don’t doubt McCullum’s cre-
dentials at all, but the challenge 

will be just the extra responsibil-
ity, the extra time that it takes to 
plan and prepare and get a one-day 
team ready to play,” he added.

“That’s how India have done it. 
They’ve had one man doing both, 
Rahul Dravid, until recently, but 
others have stepped in from time 
to time to give the head coach a 
break. When McCullum took the 
Test job, he said he thought the 
one-day job was a bit of a cushy 
role because that was going so well 
under Eoin Morgan and the Test 
team was more of a challenge, and 
that’s almost fl ipped now,” he fur-
ther added.

After England’s ongoing Test se-
ries against Sri Lanka concludes at 
the Kia Oval next week, McCullum 
will take a short break at home in 
New Zealand. -ANI

E N G L A N D ’ S  W H I T E - B A L L  C O A C H

Josh Hull to 
make debut
for England 
in fi nal Test

LONDON: England named their 
playing XI for the third and fi nal 
Test of their home series against 
Sri Lanka, with young seamer Josh 
Hull set to get his maiden Test cap.

England and the Wales Cricket 
Board (ECB) released a state-
ment to announce their playing 
XI for the fi nal Test against the 
Asian side, beginning on Friday 
at The Oval.

“England Men have announced 
their XI for the third Rothesay 
Test match against Sri Lanka, 
starting at the Kia Oval on Fri-
day, 6 September,” ECB said in a 
statement.

Hull, a 20-year-old left-arm 
quick, has replaced Matthew Potts 
from the playing XI.

The Leicestershire seamer has 
been making a name for himself in 
England’s domestic set-up in the 
past 12 months.

At 6’7, Hull would be keen to use 
his height as an advantage to gen-
erate bounce off  the surface and 
cause Sri Lanka batters trouble.

Potts, who got replaced for the 
fi nal Test, scythed only fi ve wick-
ets in four innings. But he struck 
when England needed to break 
partnerships across both Tests.

Hull’s inclusion alongside Olly 
Stone and Gus Atkinson will add 
more fi repower to England’s tal-
ented bowling line-up.

Pope said that Hull could use his 
height to his advantage to extract 
“extra bounce” and force out edges 
from the opposition batters.

“When you’re 6ft 7in and you 
can get it down pushing up to the 
85-90mph mark, and with a bit 
of swing with the left-arm angle, 
there’s a lot to like about it,” Pope 
said. -ANI

P L A Y I N G  X I
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Kuse Aunsi festival
celebrated in Nepal

People perform a

ritual during Kuse

Aunsi, or Father’s

Day, at Gokarna

Temple on the bank

of Bagmati River in

Kathmandu, Nepal.

Kuse Aunsi is a

Hindu festival in

which fathers, living

or past, are honoured.

Xinhua

Urfi  Javed poses for a photograph during the promotion of her 
show ‘Follow karlo yaar’
Actress Urfi  Javed poses for a photograph during the promotion of 

her show ‘Follow karlo yaar’, in Mumbai. ANI Photo

“Art of the Brick” 
exhibition held
A child views an 

exhibit during the

‘Art of the Brick’

exhibition at 

Singapore Expo in

Singapore. Xinhua

Syrian parents struggle
economically to prepare children
for new school year
People buy school supplies for 

the upcoming academic year at a

marketplace in Damascus, Syria. Xinhua

‘Bubble Planet!’ exhibition held at Singapore Expo
Visitors immerse themselves in an exhibit during the “Bubble Planet!” 

exhibition at Singapore Expo in Singapore, Sept. 2, 2024. Xinhua

Exhibition of cultural, creative works by women with disabilities held in Paris
A visitor appreciates exhibits at the ‘Beautiful Crafts Workshop, Blossoming in 

Paris’ exhibition of cultural and creative works by women with disabilities at 

Chinese Cultural Centre in Paris, France. Xinhua
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Bank Muscat celebrates relocation 
of Falaj Daris branch in Nizwa

MUSCAT: With the aim of pro-
viding the best banking services 
and facilities that meet the needs 
of valued customers and provide a 
unique banking experience, Bank 
Muscat, the leading fi nancial ser-
vices provider in the Sultanate
of Oman, offi  cially celebrated the 
relocation of its branch in Falaj 
Daris, known as Marfa Daris pre-
viously, in the Wilayat of Nizwa 
under the auspices of Sheikh Saleh 
bin Dhiyab Al Rubaie, Wali of Ni-
zwa, and in the presence of senior 
offi  cials and customers from the 
Bank.  It is noteworthy that Bank 
Muscat has 4 branches in Nizwa 
catering to the needs of its wide 
base of customers in the willayat.

The relocated branch is charac-
terized by its modern design and
its large space that gives custom-
ers a distinctive banking experi-
ence. It is equipped with cutting-

edge devices that allow customers 
to complete their banking transac-
tions in a comfortable atmosphere.

Falaj Daris branch is located in
a well-serviced and unique area. 
It has a center for Asalah Prior-
ity Banking customers manned by 
relationship mangers to process 
transactions effi  ciently in no time. 
The branch also off ers dedicated 
services, including Baituna for 
Home loans and Najahi Business 
Banking centre, and safe deposit 
lockers. The branch is also de-
signed to facilitate access of peo-
ple with disabilities to all branch 
services, including ATMs and 
CDMs, as part of Bank Muscat’s 
strategy to provide a unique bank-
ing experience to all segments of 
society. The services provided by 
the branch can be availed during 
weekdays from Sunday to Thurs-
day starting from eight in the 
morning until two noon.

Speaking on the occasion, Taya 
Eid Bait Sabeea, Deputy General 
Manager Interior Regions, Bank 

Muscat, said: “We are pleased
about the relocation of this branch
which comes as a complement to
the series of relocations and in-
augurations of branches across
diff erent governorates. Bank Mus-
cat’s strategy regarding developing 
branches indicates the tireless ef-
forts of the Bank to bring banking 

services closer to customers while 
providing a comfortable envi-
ronment for completing banking 
transactions. The Bank will con-
tinue to open more modern, spa-
cious, technologically-equipped 
branches to meet the needs of the 
Bank’s growing customer base and 
go in line with the banking trends.”

Over the past period, Bank Mus-
cat inaugurated a new branch in 
Sahalnoot in the Wilayat of Salalah 
and relocated its Jalaan Bani Bu 
Ali branch in South Sharqiya Gov-
ernorate. Multiple inaugurations 
of new branched also occurred in 
diff erent locations across the Sul-
tanate such as Sohar, Seeb, Sinaw, 

and Amerat. The Bank’s branch 
network constitutes a signifi cant 
channel to communicate with cus-
tomers and provide them with the 
various banking services.  

As the leading fi nancial services 
provider in the Sultanate of Oman, 
Bank Muscat has an extensive 
branch network of 185 branches 
and more than 860 devices, includ-
ing ATMs and CDMs, distributed 
throughout the country. 

Thanks to this strong and ex-
tensive network, Bank Muscat is 
the fi rst choice for a large number 
of customers. The Bank also plays 
a key role in promoting fi nancial 
inclusion through its innovative 
products. It is constantly updat-
ing its digital channels to enhance 
customers’ banking experience. 
As of now, a large number of cus-
tomers benefi t from a wide range 
of services off ered through digital 
channels, including bill payments, 
local and international money 
transfers, and applying for new 
products and services.

The relocated branch

is characterized by

its modern design 

and its large space

that gives customers

a distinctive banking 

experience. It is 

equipped with 

cutting-edge devices 

that allow customers 

to complete their

banking transactions

in a comfortable

atmosphere

Lexus LX is engineered for a perfect driving experience

MUSCAT: Lexus’ powerful LX
SUV is the epitome of prowess and
fi nesse. Embark on an exhilarating 
journey with fi ne Japanese crafts-
manship complementing the taste
of true luxury enthusiasts; the LX
enables deeper and more intuitive
control. Create your perfect expe-
riences while off -roading or cruis-
ing through highways.

Discover endless possibilities
with LX’s two powertrain options.
The fi rst LX600 variant boasts 
a 3.5-litre petrol engine produc-
ing 409 hp and up to 66.28 kg of 
torque. Whereas, the V6 twin-tur-
bo engine 3.5-litre diesel variant is
capable of 302 hp and up to 71.38 
kg of torque paired with a standard
10-speed automatic transmission.
With its incredible power and re-
markable style the LX is built to
tackle tricky terrains.

Experience the pinnacle in lux-
ury with Lexus’ stunning cabin,
which is enhanced by innovative
technology features. Based on the
Japanese concept of Tazuna, the
cockpit design emphasizes keep-
ing the driver’s attention on the 
road while drawing important in-
formation on the screen.

Indulge in an elevated driving 
performance with high-tech fea-
tures of the 4WD that include a 
12.3-inch multimedia touchscreen
display compatible with Apple
CarPlay® and Android Auto and
a lower 7-inch display for naviga-
tion, audio, climate controls, and

other driver support functions.
Gear up for the drive with its

head-up display, an 8-inch colour
Multi-information Display (MID),
and a wireless smartphone charg-
ing tray for seamless connectiv-
ity. Set the mood by adjusting the
inside temperature to your liking 
with the 4-zone automatic climate
control system with rear control

switches for the back passengers.
Lexus LX creates the perfect bal-
ance between elegance and power.

Explore new horizons and ven-
ture out in class with the built-in
Lexus Safety System+ that enables
peace of mind. Some of LX’s note-
worthy safety features comprise an
upgraded Pre-Collision System and
advanced speed control systems

such as the Full-Speed Dynamic 
Radar Cruise Control with Curve 
Speed Reduction that maintains 
speed and vehicle balance during 
tricky curves. Additionally, the driv-
ers also benefi t from Lane Tracing 
Alert, Lane Departure Alert, and 
Adaptive High-Beam System.

Moving up a notch, the LX Gran-
deur model boasts exclusive interior 

features, including two large heated 
rear seats with ventilation, massage 
and recline option, a Rear Seat En-
tertainment (RSE) system with an 
11.6-inch anti-refl ective screen, and 
built-in ottoman leg support. Com-
mand attention on the road with LX 
Sport Edition, specially curated for 
sports luxury enthusiasts.

Accelerate your journey with 

exhilarating performance and an 
impressive exterior, designed for a 
bespoke experience. Based on your 
needs, choose between 4, 5 and 
7-seater options at your nearest 
Lexus Oman showroom. Witness 
the premium range of SUVs, HEVs, 
sedans, and coupes and become a 
Lexus owner to experience special 
privileges and support.

SUV
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