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Unified system of insurance protection for GCC military personnel issued

Muscat - His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik issued a
Royal Decree on Monday read-
ing as follows:

Royal Decree No 15/2021 on
implementing the 'Unified Sys-
tem of Extending Insurance Pro-
tection to GCC Military
Personnel Operating in GCC
Member States Other Than
Their Own',

Article 1 states that the provi-
sions of the ‘Unified System of
Extending Insurance Protection

to GCC Military Personnel Op-
erating in GCC Member States
Other Than Their Own' will be
applied in accordance with the
version attached to this decree,
bearing in mind the following:

1. The provisions of the ‘Law of
Post-Service Pensions and Gra-
tuities for Personnel of the De-
fence Ministry and the Sultan’s
Armed Forces’, issued under
Royal Decree 3/2002, will apply
to Defence Ministry and Sul-
tan's Armed Forces’ Omani mil-

itary personnel operating in
GCC military units governed by
GCC military retirement sys-
tems from among those who do
not get pension from the sul-
tanate.

2. The ceiling of a salary subject
to subscription, as per the start
of the salary band of a corre-
sponding rank, will be in line
with the system enforced at the
Defence Ministry in the sul-
tanate. The entitlement of per-
sonnel governed by the system

attached will be restricted to
the pension. The pension will
be calculated at a rate of 2.5
per cent of the monthly aver-
age of the subscribable salary
received during the last five
years of service, multiplied by
the number of service years, to
a maximum of 80 per cent of
the average of the subscribable
salary.

3. The family of a deceased re-
tiree, as per the system at-
tached, will be entitled to a grant

‘Closure of airports
is under discussion’

Our Correspondent
Muscat

H E Dr Ahmed bin Mohammed
al Sa'eedi, Minister of Health
and member of the Supreme
Committee in charge of dealing
with COVID-19, said on Sunday
that he hopes the committee
will not be forced to close the
sultanate’s airports for interna-
tional flights as it will cause “im-
mense social and economic
losses".

However, he informed that
the closure of airports is under
study and discussion. “We do
not recommend travel at this
time unless it is necessary. A
decision to close down won't be
made easily but it is possible if
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there is non-adherence to pre-
cautionary measures,” he said,
adding that controlling airports
is easier than land ports in terms
of tests at airports before and
after arrival and following up on
isolated cases.

He said that a lockdown will
be the last option for the
Supreme Committee. “The
committee was forced to take
new preventive measures that it

We do not recommend travel at this
time unless it is necessary. A decision to
close down won’t be made easily but
itis possible if there is non-adherence
to precautionary measures

H E DR AHMED BIN MOHAMMED AL SA'EEDI

wished not to do. Unfortunately,
we see individuals shake hands
and embrace as if the pandemic
has ended,” H E Dr Sa'eedi said.

He described the doubling of
intensive care unit patients in
less than two weeks as “worry-
ing and frightening".

"Before January 21, the num-
ber of patients in intensive care
was 51. The number went up
102 patients,” H E Dr Sa'eedi

said.

“Wearing a mask is manda-
tory even for a person who has
received the vaccination. There
is no consensus at the global
level regarding easing of quar-
antine for those who get the
vaccine. A vaccine may prevent
you from getting a virus but it
will not stop you from spreading
it to others.”

Continued on Page 03

of RO1,000.

Article 2 stipulates that the
Ministry of Finance will pay the
subscription difference between
the contribution of the country
stated in the ‘Law on Post-Ser-
vice Pensions and Gratuities for
Personnel of the Defence Min-
istry and the Sultan’s Armed
Forces' (on one hand) and the
laws and military retirement
systems in the country where
the military person works (on
the other hand).

Article 3 instructs all military
and security departments that
apply to their respective person-
nel the ‘Law on Post-Service
Pensions and Gratuities for Per-
sonnel of the Defence Ministry
and the Sultan's Armed Forces’
or any other military retirement
law to register their GCC em-
ployees and to pay the pre-
scribed  subscriptions in
accordance with the system at-
tached to this decree.

Article 4 states that the Deputy

Prime Minister for Defence Af-
fairs will issue the regulations
and decisions necessary for the
implementation of the system
attached to this decree.

Article 5 cancels all that contra-
dicts this decree or its attached
system or contravenes their
provisions.

Article 6 states that this decree
will be published in the Official
Gazette and enforced with ef-
fect from June 1, 2011.

ONA

Sayyid Asaad bids farewell
to Uzbek ambassador

Muscat - On behalf of His
Majesty Sultan Haitham bin
Tarik, Sayyid Asaad bin Tarik al
Said, Deputy Prime Minister for
International Relations and Co-
operation Affairs and Personal
Representative of His Majesty
the Sultan, received in his office
Anvar Abdukhalimov, Ambassa-
dor of Uzbekistan to Oman, on
Monday to bid him farewell at
the end of his tour of duty.

The ambassador expressed
his thanks to His Majesty the
Sultan for the support extended
to him during his tour of duty in
the sultanate from His Majesty,
the government and the Omani
people, which enabled him to
carry out his assignments. He
also wished His Majesty the Sul-
tan good health, happiness and a

long life, and Oman further
progress and growth under the
wise leadership of His Majesty.
Sayyid Asaad thanked the
ambassador for his efforts ex-
erted in serving the relations be-
tween the two countries. He also

wished the ambassador success,
and the friendly people of Uzbek-
istan progress and prosperity.

The meeting was attended by
the Secretary General and the
two advisers at Sayyid Asaad's
office.

Student assessment to be done
according to mode of study: MoE

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The final exams of the current
academic year will be held at the
end of 2020/21 school year,
Hamad bin Khalfan al Rashdi, di-
rector general of the General Di-
rectorate of Education, South
Batinah governorate, announced
at a press conference on Mon-
day.

Addressing the same press
conference, H E Dr Abdullah
Khamis al Ambusaidi, Undersec-
retary for Education, informed
that student evaluation is linked

to the learning mechanism. “For
students who study through dis-
tance learning, evaluation will be
remotely. In case distant evalua-
tion is not possible, the parent
can contact the school to find an
alternative solution. Grade 12
students will be evaluated phys-
ically.”

H E Ambusaidi also informed
that in case of an increase in in-
fections “the return to distance
education will be according to
the assessment of the epidemio-
logical situation and the decision
of the Supreme Committee”.

The Ministry of Education

(MoE) has classified schools
based on student density, Rashdi
noted. “There is another school
classification that has been ap-
proved recently - the blended ed-
ucation system that combines
classroom and distance learning.
This reduces the number of stu-
dents in classrooms,” he said.
“Manuals on health protocol
were prepared and approved by
the Ministries of Health and Ed-
ucation, and sterilisation tools
were provided prior to schools
opening last month. Schools can-
not remain isolated from what is
happening now,” Rashdi added.

All commercial activities to remain open, but precautions mandatory: H E Yousef

Our Correspondent
Muscat

All commercial activities not cov-
ered by a closure decision will re-
main open for the time being,
according to H E Qais bin Mo-
hammed al Yousef, Minister of
Commerce, Industry and Invest-
ment Promotion.

He also confirmed that a pack-
age will be presented for SMEs by
the Public Authority for Small and

1.56bn face masks entered
oceans in 2020: Report

Medium Enterprises in coordina-
tion with the Council of Ministers.

The minister said, “Most com-
mercial activities will remain
open at the present time. The sul-
tanate has proven its ability to
face the crisis and address it.
There will be an evaluation of the
current situation and previous
decisions and their impact on the
private sector. Consequently,
procedures required to be imple-
mented will target those af-

fected.”

He added that during the on-
going pandemic in the sultanate
and worldwide, "We urge all
commercial establishments to
follow precautionary measures to
prevent the spread of the virus
among customers. It has been re-
cently noticed by the ministry
that some malls and commercial
centres, as well as restaurants
and cafes, are not following the
precautionary measures issued

H E Qais al Yousef

by the ministry in coordination
with the Ministry of Health," said
H E Yousef.

BP to sell $2.6bn stake in
Oman's Block 61to Thai PTTEP

UK races to train volunteers to
inoculate 15mn in 15 days

“lt is a joint responsibility of
the government, individuals,
community and businesses, and
any violation from a particular ac-
tivity can negatively affect other
activities. So it is very important
to follow the set precautionary
measures, namely  wearing
masks, maintaining a safe dis-
tance of 2m between customers
at cash counters, sanitising shop-
ping trolleys, and regulating the
entry of customers at a given

time to avoid crowding.”

Talking about the economy,
H E Yousef said that while it is
vital, staying healthy by following
the safety instructions remains
the top priority in order to man-
age the crisis in the same way as
it was done earlier paving the
way for reopening of all commer-
cial activities. “Adherence will en-
able us to avoid economic
implications which might nega-
tively impact the commercial

Myanmar military detains
Aung San Suu Kyi before coup

markets in general and compa-
nies, institutions and entrepre-
neurs in particular.

“We urge all consumers to
strictly follow these measures to
reduce infection, minimise their
shopping activities to the minimal
necessary level, and to avoid
shopping at rush hours between
7pm to 10pm. We also encour-
age all individuals to make use of
online shopping,” the minster
said.

Australian Open delay gave
me time to get fit: Serena
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1.56bn face masks entered oceans in 2020

Discarded face masks are now a common sight along beaches of the sultanate too

Shaddad al Musalmy
Muscat

An estimated 1.56bn face masks
may have entered the world's
oceans in 2020, resulting in an
additional 4,680- 6,240 metric
tonnes of marine plastic pollu-
tion, according to a report. Enti-
tled 'Masks on the Beach: The
Impact of COVID-19 on Marine
Plastic Pollution’, the report was
released by Hong-Kong-based
marine conservation organisa-
tion OceansAsia.

According to the report, these
masks will take as long as 450
years to break down, slowly turn-
ing into micro plastics while neg-
atively impacting marine wildlife
and ecosystems. The report used
a global production estimate of
52bn masks being manufactured
in 2020, a conservative loss rate
of three per cent, and the aver-
age weight of three to four grams
for a single-use polypropylene
surgical face mask to arrive at
the estimate.

“The 1.56bn face masks that
will likely have entered our
oceans in 2020 are just the tip of
the iceberg. The 4,680 to 6,240
metric tonnes of face masks are
just a small fraction of the esti-

mated eight to 12mn metric
tonnes of plastic that enter our
oceans each year,” said Dr Teale
Phelps Bondaroff, director of re-
search at OceansAsia and lead
author of the report.

"It is critical that we work to
reduce our use of single-use
plastics, and we all have a role
to play. There are reusable and
sustainable options for almost
every single single-use plastic
item. Please wear a reusable
mask, unless absolutely neces-
sary, and be sure to dispose of
all masks responsibly,” Dr Bon-
daroff added.

In the sultanate, the Environ-
ment Society of Oman (ESO) re-
cently launched a campaign - It's
Time. The year-long initiative is
designed to promote the adop-
tion of environmentally con-
scious community behaviours
across the country focusing on
three key issues affecting the sul-
tanate’'s environment and its
communities - litter, single-use
plastics and recycling.

H H Sayyida Tania bint Shabib
al Said, president of ESO,
told Muscat Daily that discarded
face masks are now a common
sight along the beaches of
Oman. “These masks, which are

plastic, are a small part of a much
wider issue for our marine envi-
ronment. We are consuming too
much plastic in our society. At-
tempts to reduce our universal
reliance on single-use plastics
have been dealt a heavy blow by
COVID-19," she said.
“Understandable  hygiene
concerns have triggered a sig-
nificant increase in plastic con-
sumption with a collapse in the
oil market making plastic
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Understandable hygiene concerns
have triggered a significant increase in
plastic consumption with a collapse
in the oil market making plastic
cheaper than ever to produce

HHSAYYIDA TANIA BINT SHABIB AL SAID

cheaper than ever to produce.
The volume of plastic waste we
find discarded as a result is hav-
ing a significant impact on both
our environmental and human
health and must be addressed.”

According to H H Sayyida
Tania, the Ministerial Decision
23/2020 to ban single-use
shopping bags from January
2021is a positive start, and that
there are reusable and sustain-
able options for almost every

item of single-use plastic. “A
great place to start is by wearing
a reusable mask whenever pos-
sible and to dispose of masks re-
sponsibly.”

In response to the growing
crisis, ESO launched the It's Time
campaign which aims to encour-
age the adoption of environmen-
tally  conscious behaviours
across Oman.

“We hope the campaign will
serve to demonstrate the size

and scale of the three key issues
we are targeting - litter, single-
use plastics and recycling; pro-
vide a platform to share
encouraging messaging;, and
serve as a call to action for com-
munities to join us in cleaning up
Oman," said H H Sayyida Tania.

ESO is committed to working
hard in the pursuit of encourag-
ing the adoption of environmen-
tally sustainable behaviours
across Oman, but she noted that
it cannot do so without the sup-
port of the community. “l would
encourage everyone to think
about individual actions they can
take in their own lives to posi-
tively impact Oman'’s environ-
ment, because together we can
make a difference - It's Time,”
she added.

Plastic consumption, which
has been steadily rising for years,
increased significantly as a result
of the COVID-19 pandemic. “Hy-
giene concerns and greater re-
liance on take-away food has led
to increased use of plastics, par-
ticularly plastic packaging,” said
Gary Stokes, director of opera-
tions at OceansAsia.

The use of personal protective
equipment (PPE), in particular
face masks, has become a com-

mon tool used in preventing the
spread of the virus, with many ju-
risdictions mandating the wear-
ing of masks in public. The
production of PPE has expanded
in an attempt to meet skyrocket-
ing demand. Consequently, PPE
waste has also increased dra-
matically.

Single-use face masks are
made from a variety of melt-
blown plastics and are difficult to
recycle due to both composition
and risk of contamination and in-
fection. They enter oceans when
they are littered, when waste
management systems are inad-
equate or non-existent, or when
these systems become over-
whelmed due to increased vol-
umes of waste.

Marine plastic pollution is
devastating the world's oceans,
Stokes informed. “Plastic pollu-
tion kills an estimated 100,000
marine mammals and turtles,
over a million seabirds, and even
greater numbers of fish, inverte-
brates and other animals
each year. It also negatively im-
pacts fisheries and the tourism
industry, and costs the global
economy an estimated US$13bn
per year."

© @shadadm

H E Dr Sa’eedireceives
Unicef regional director

Muscat - H E Dr Ahmed bin Mo-
hammed al Sa'eedi, Minister of
Health, received Ted Chaiban, re-
gional director of Unicef in the
Middle East and North Africa Re-
gion, in his office on Monday.
The two sides exchanged cor-

dial conversations and reviewed
joint cooperation between the
sultanate and Unicef in the field
of health.

The regional director praised
Oman'’s efforts made in interna-
tional cooperation.

(Supplied photo)

On his part, H E Dr Sa'eedi
lauded the efforts of the Unicefin
the sultanate and in the region.

The meeting was attended by
Lana al Wreikat, Unicef represen-
tative to Oman, and a number of
senior ministry officials.

App launched for accurate reading of MRlIs

Our Correspondent
Muscat

A group of health specialists
has launched an app for mobile
phones called Radiology Simple
Guide to help health workers
analyse and read MRIs (magnetic
resonance  imaging)  more
accurately.

The app was designed and de-
veloped by Dr Ishaq bin Sulaiman
al Salmi, radiology specialist at
The Royal Hospital, Dr Iman bin
Mohammed al Hadidi, radiology
specialist in the Directorate Gen-
eral of Health Services of Muscat
governorate, and Abdulaziz bin
Bader al Salmi, programming
technician.

MRl is a medical imaging tech-
nique used in radiology to form
pictures of the anatomy and the
physiological processes of the
body. MRI scanners use strong
magnetic fields and radio waves
to generate images of the organs
in the body.

The app caters to trainee and
specialist radiologists, besides
oncologists, gynecologists and
obstetrics.

(Supplied photo)

In the initial stage, the app will
focus on training users to read
and analyse radiation data of the
pelvic area. A similar app for
chest X-rays is currently being
developed in cooperation with Dr
Rashid al Amiri, consultant doc-
tor at The Royal Hospital, besides
another for prostate MRIs.

The plan for the future is to
produce at least ten programmes
including the most frequently
used radiology tests.

A number of components
have been added to the app, in-
cluding introduction to the most
common diseases of the pelvic
area with images and reports to

assist beginners.

The information of the app is
displayed on an innovative fea-
ture that simulates a realistic
work environment. The app im-
proves accuracy of reading for
users. The application can be
downloaded to both Android
phones and iPhones.
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Expat recruitment fee hike will
negatively impact economy: OCCI

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The decision to increase work
permit fees for expatriates will
negatively affect the local econ-
omy, according to Eng Ridha bin
Juma al Saleh, chairman of the
Board of Directors of the Oman
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (OCCI).

In a series of tweets, the OCCI
chairman said, “The decision will
cause big losses for business
owners and lead to the continu-
ation of consumer concerns,
such as the high cost of goods
and services.”

He also stressed that changes
in the policies and procedures
regulating workforce recruitment
licences need further study so
that “we can organise the labour
market in accordance with future
aspirations that ensure the
growth of the private sector and
raise its productivity”.

"It is necessary to encourage
foreign and domestic invest-
ment, review laws and legislation
regulating investment, and grant
incentives and facilities to in-
vestors, which in turn will en-
hance job creation and job
opportunities during the next
phase, and contribute to advanc-
ing development of the national
economy,” said Eng Saleh.

Talking about providing jobs

The decision will cause big losses
for business owners and lead to
the continuation of consumer
concerns, such as the high cost
of goods and services

ENG RIDHA AL SALEH

for Omanis, he said, “To provide
these opportunities, it is neces-
sary to work on expanding the
local economy by encouraging
and attracting investments in

various sectors, which will pro-
duce more fields of work, and in
many specialisations that are
commensurate with the various
specialisations and qualifications

of local cadres.

“We are heading towards un-
easy economic conditions, which
require the concerned authori-
ties to take into account these
circumstances and alleviate the
many burdens incurred by the
private sector and work to sup-
port the growth and stability of
its institutions.”

He explained that the is-
suance of the Omani Labour Law
has become necessary, and the
participation of the private sector

represented by the chamber
when preparing the law is anim-
portant and necessary matter in
order to achieve a balanced
equation that regulates the
labour market and ensures bal-
ance and preservation of the
rights and duties of the various
stakeholders.

He stressed on the impor-
tance of education and voca-
tional training and refining the
skills of young people through
on-the-job training to be able to
take on jobs with perfection.

"According to Royal Decree
No 45/2017, OCCl has to
express an opinion on the legis-
lation regulating commercial and
industrial activities before its is-
suance, and submit proposals re-
garding the amendment of the
final laws; therefore it is neces-
sary to take the chamber's opin-
ion, especially on the new Omani
Labour Law," said Eng Saleh.

Talking about the Ministry of
Labour's decision to raise the
fees for a number of transac-
tions, he said that the current
economic conditions require the
concerned authorities to alleviate
the many burdens that the pri-
vate sector has incurred and
work to support the growth and
stability of its institutions and ac-
tively contribute to its advance-
ment through the facilities
provided by the government.

(Supplied photo)

MoL launches
programimne to
train jobseekers

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Labour (MoL) on
Sunday launched the Khibrat
programme to train jobseekers,
aimed at providing them with the
necessary competencies for var-
jous jobs in the governorates of

Muscat, North and South
Batinah, Dakhliyah and South
Shargiyah.

To begin with, 500 jobseekers
would be trained in the first
batch of Khibrat - a collaboration
between different ministries that
envisages enhancing the em-
ployability and skills of higher
diploma holders and graduates.

The programme will also pre-
pare them for work by ensuring

their resumes are ‘fit for the pur-
pose', beside preparing them for
job interviews.

Soft skills, including time
management, working as part of
ateam, work ethics and commu-
nication skills will also be honed
during the five-day intensive pro-
gramme. This is to ensure that
the trainees understand, adhere
to and can demonstrate these
key soft skills once in the
workplace across the various in-
dustry sectors.

Private companies have been
encouraged by the ministry to
take advantage of the Khibrat ini-
tiative which offers a stipended
training programme for young
Omanis looking for employment
and further career development.

Tax Authority
announces
start of VAT
registration

Muscat - Tax Authority
(TA) announced the start
of VAT registration as of
February 1, 2021, until
March 15, 2021, for taxable
persons with annual sup-
plies exceeding or ex-
pected to exceed ROTmn.

The voluntary registra-
tion will also be available
for taxable persons with
annual supplies or ex-
penses exceeding or ex-
pected to exceed
RO19,250.

The registration must be
made through TA's online
portal https://www.taxo
man.gov.om.

In addition, TA advises
taxable persons to register
within the preset deadlines
to avoid any penalties
levied on late registration.

Furthermore, taxable
persons may find more
information around regis-
tration, registration proce-
dures and other VAT
details on the guides pub-
lished on TA's website.
ONA

Salalah’s Al Mughsail among
five best beaches in the world

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Al Mughsail beach in
Salalah, Dhofar, has found a
place among the top five
beaches in the world in the list of
‘The 30 Best Beaches In The
World', reports Condé Nest Trav-
eler, the world-renowned luxury
and lifestyle travel magazine.

The Ministry of Heritage and
Tourism tweeted about the re-
port, posting, ‘Al Mugsail Beach
in Dhofar Governorate is chosen
among the 30 best beaches in
the world." The magazine says,
‘There's something about a good
beach that enlivens the senses:
The briny scent of salt in the air,
the calming murmur of waves,
and the gentle nip of sand
whipped up by the soft breeze.’

It placed the Al Mughsail
beach at the fifth position, stat-
ing, ‘There's something ‘Mad
Max-esque’ about Al Mughsail,
with its unflinchingly white sand,
parched frankincense trees and
cinematic blow holes (especially
impressive during monsoon sea-
son) which erupt every couple of
minutes, shaking the earth and
spewing out seawater with a
deafening sound.’

‘A favourite beach is like a
favourite poem - individual, im-
portant and something that
makes our hearts sing, and now
more than ever we are dreaming
of days spent wriggling our toes
in the sand and wallowing in
salty water.'

About Al Mughsail, the report
said that instead of the typical
sandy spots dotted with sun um-
brellas and gaggles of tourists, ‘it
sought out spaces that you may
have to venture a little further for,
but that remain incredibly beau-
tiful and very often crowd-free.
From the most exquisite beaches
in Europe to far-flung stretches in
Asia, Africa and more, these are
the best beaches in the world.’

‘Stretching for four unbroken

miles (about 6.5km) and fringed
with sheer limestone cliffs, the
beach is lapped by gleaming
turquoise water which can get a
little choppy at times. That said,
it's a wonderful spot from which
to watch fishermen pilot tradi-
tional dhows just offshore; catch
them at dusk for the most dra-
matic photographs, when they
are silhouetted against the trea-
cly Omani sunset.’

The others in the top five
include Benguerra Island - the
second largest island in Mozam-
bique's Bazaruto Archipelago;
Playa Paraiso; Cayo Largo Del Sur
- a small resort island off Cuba’s
southern coast; Hiriketiya beach
in Sri Lanka, and Uig Sands in
Scotland's Isle of Lewis.

‘Closure of airports

under discussion’

Continued from Page 01

Regarding vaccines, H E Dr
Sa'eedi informed that Pfizer is in
the process of developing pro-
duction plants, which has led to
a temporary interruption in sup-
ply. “It has been confirmed by the
vaccine manufacturer that a
delay of six weeks does not af-
fect its efficacy for those who
took the first dose. We confirm
that no vaccine will be accepted
in the sultanate unless we con-
firm the safety, effectiveness and
approval of the drug in the coun-
try of origin beforehand.”

A total of 2.5mn doses have
been reserved for the sultanate
from vaccine manufacturers.

“"However, we warn that those
who received the first dose of the
Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine cannot
receive a second dose from an-
other company,” he added.

Dr Amal bint Saif al Maani, di-
rector of the Infection Prevention
and Control Department in MoH,
revealed that there are 96 sus-
pected cases of the new strain of
COVID-19 in Oman and six con-
firmed cases.

"Of the six cases of mutated
strains recorded in the sultanate,

is

four are related to travel and two
are being investigated. There are
variants of the mutated virus and
the last two strains are the most
dangerous even for young peo-
ple. The new strains reported in
the sultanate are the ones found
and South
Africa,” Dr Amal informed.

She advised people to not to
take the numbers as an indica-
tion of the efficacy of the vaccine
as it varies according to circum-
stances, including the method of
storage, the natural immunity of
people, and infection with the
virus despite taking the vaccine.

in Britain, Brazil

REGIONAL WEATHER
Max Min
Abu Dhabi 24 14
Doha 24 14
Kuwait City 31 18
Manama 21 15
Riyadh 24 10
PRAYER TIMINGS
Fajr 5.30am
Sunrise 6.47am
Duhr 12.26pm
Asr 3.36pm
Maghrib 5.59pm
Isha 7.11pm

Requests for discounts, promotional
offers still being accepted: MoCIIP

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Commerce, In-
dustry and Investment Promo-
tion (MoClIP) has confirmed

that it has stopped accepting re-
quests for holding exhibitions
and conferences, while it clarified
that it has not stopped accepting
requests for promotional offers.
A statement issued by the

ministry said, ‘The ministry con-
tinues to receive requests for pro-
motional offers and discounts;
the requests that were stopped
are applications for holding exhi-
bitions and conferences.’
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Movies made in ‘dark period’ see light of day

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Neither the coronavirus pan-
demic nor the restrictions it
brought on the social life could
suppress the people's creative
energy in the sultanate.

In spite of this difficult period,
some filmmakers in Oman have
managed to come up with their
works, albeit with small crews -
at all times adhering to safety
measures like social distancing
and wearing masks.

And after months of uncer-
tainty, they have finally released
the movies, mainly for online
viewing and for film festivals.

Sami Sarang, whose film
Shukran Qaboos, which is an ode
to the late Sultan Qaboos, de-
cided to release it online.

He said, “We shot the film
with the idea of releasing it in
theatres as an ode to our beloved
leader the late His Majesty the
Sultan. Unfortunately, that did
not happen because of the dark
period of the pandemic. We had
hopes that it would reach more

Sami Sarang during.editing (Suppy"ed phafo)

people in a theatrical release.”
However, as per Sarang the
film is doing well even on the on-

line platforms.
"We've got a good response,”
he said. Sarang has also sent the

film to various film festivals
around the world.

Another filmmaker, who

makes use of TikTok for his

creations, said he managed to
shoot a number of films during

We managed to
write and shoot

six scenesin the
past period. Of
course, it was
challenging
because of the
confinement,
movement
restriction between
places, and the fear
of infection

MOHAMMAD
DARWISH

the period.

“| kept every safety measure
in mind. Because of the
lockdown we had some free time
and | made use of the time for my
short films. | think now is
the time for me to reach my
audience.”

He said the precautions he

took along with his friends in-
cluded not shooting at public
places like malls and markets.

"Also, except for the main
actor, all cast and crew members
wore masks.”

Mohammad Darwish, a film-
maker and member of Oman
Film Society, said he had written
two short film scripts about
COVID-19.

“One | shot and directed and
is right now featuring at film fes-
tivals. | was waiting for the right
time for the film to be in the cir-
cuit and now with things slowly
becoming normal, | finally sent
the film for festivals.”

Darwish said currently he is
working as an assistant director
for a short documentary film.

“We managed to write and
shoot six scenes during the pe-
riod. Of course, it was challeng-
ing because of the confinement,
movement restriction between
places, and the fear of getting in-
fected with the virus.”

This year's Muscat Interna-
tional Film Festival has also been
cancelled as a safety measure.

Oman, Turkmenistan
review bilateral relations

Muscat - H E Sayyid Badr bin
Hamad al Busaidi, Foreign Min-
ister, and Rashid Meredov,
Deputy Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister of the Republic of
Turkmenistan, discussed the ex-
isting relations between the two
friendly countries.

During the meeting held via
video-conferencing on Monday,
the two sides affirmed their
keenness to continue developing
the relations in various spheres.
They also exchanged views on

H E Sayyid Badr

regional and international issues
of common concern.
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Ooredoo, MoSD provide laptops to
students to make remote learning easy

Muscat - As part of its commit-
ment to ‘caring’, which is one of
its core values, Ooredoo, in part-
nership with the Ministry of So-
cial Development (MoSD), has
donated a number of laptops to
underprivileged students.

In the challenging times faced
during the pandemic, the laptops
will give students access to
everything they need for remote
learning.

As per a press statement, this
is just the latest in a string of
initiatives Ooredoo has carried
out under its CSR programme,
‘Ooredoo Goodwill’, to support
the community and create a pos-
itive and lasting impact on soci-
ety, especially as it tackles the
pandemic.

Raed Mohammed Dawood,
director of Branding, Communi-
cations and Corporate Affairs at

o=

Ooredoo, said, “We feel that col-
laboration between the public
and private sectors is important,
to make sure learning is not dis-

rupted by COVID-19. By joining
hands with the Ministry of Social
Development, we are doing our
part to secure our young peoples’

future, while helping them to

overcome some of the chal-

lenges of learning off-site.”
Ooredoo has launched several

offers and initiatives to facilitate
the digital lives of its customers
as they commit to staying at
home, while supporting the gov-
ernment’s efforts to curb the
spread of the pandemic.

In addition to providing vari-
ous medical supplies to a num-
ber of hospitals, Ooredoo
cooperated with the Telecom-
munications Regulatory Author-
ity and the Ministry of Education
to provide free access to educa-
tional websites and Internet
communication applications to
ensure business and education
continuity in the sultanate during
this period. The company has
also extended its support to stu-
dents returning from abroad,
providing them with SIM cards
so that they could stay in touch
with their families during their
isolation period.
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Modern Poultry Farms Company S.A.O0.C

TENDER NOTICE

DANA 02/23/2021

Modern Poultry Farms Co SAOC announce that:

Designation
Phone

Email

Asst. Administration Mannger
(+068) O3 S6002

alif modernpoultry.com

OR

No. Material For | Location Daily Quantity Annual Quantity Date Of Site Visit Last Submission
Sale (Approximately) Date
I Fresh Manure Wadi Al T5mT 27000 mT "3"“.?_"3”21
: _ [y 021572021
2 Spent Hens Madwal. AR 1 500 Nos, 500,000 Nos. 02097202 |
To Arrange For Site Visit Contact Details
Mame Mr. Al Salman Al Balushi Dr.Mujibur Rahman

Farm Monager
{+068) 97750544

miujibde modernpoultry.com

before 11:00am of the last submission date.

Offers to be submitted in sealed envelopes addressed to Mr.Ali Salman Al Balushi, Modern Poultry Farms Company SAOC
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Japan Airlines
projects higher
losses over
pandemic

Japan Airlines (JAL) said on
Monday it forecasts a larger-
than-expected annual net loss
of nearly US$2.9bn, as the
aviation industry continues to
struggle from the fallout of the
coronavirus pandemic.

Japan's second-largest
carrier said it projected a net
loss of 300bn yen for the year
ending March 2021, up from
its previous forecast of
240bn-270bn yen.

‘Severe worldwide
restrictions on international
travel have caused
international passenger
demand to virtually
disappear,’ it said.

JAL suffered a net loss of
212.7bn yen in the April-
December period, plunging
from a 74.8bn yen profit for
the same period a year before.

It posted sales of 356.5bn
yen for the same period, a
drop of a third from sales
figures of 1.1tn yen the
previous year.

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Global energy giant BP has
agreed to sell a 20 per cent par-
ticipating interest in Oman’s
Block 61to PTT Exploration and
Production Public Company Lim-
ited (PTTEP) of Thailand for a
total consideration of US$2.6bn.

Following the completion of
the sale, BP will remain the oper-
ator of Block 61, holding a 40 per
cent interest.

Subject to the approval from
the Sultanate of Oman and part-
ners, the deal is expected to
complete during  2021. The
agreed total consideration of
US$2.590bn comprises
US$2.450bn payable on com-
pletion  (subject to final adjust-
ments) and US$140mn payable
contingent on pre-agreed future
conditions, BP said in a state-
ment released on its website on
Monday.

Following the completion of
the sale, participating interests in
Block 61 will be: BP (40 per cent);
0OQ (30 per cent); PTTEP (20
per cent); and Petronas (10 per
cent).

PTTEP is Thailand's national
petroleum exploration and pro-
duction company, with interests
in 15 countries, including
Oman.

Block 61, covering around
3,950sgkm in central Oman,

contains the largest tight gas de-
velopment in the Middle East.
The block has already had two
phases of development - Khaz-
zan, which began production in
2017, followed by Ghazeer in Oc-
tober 2020.

These two developments, tar-

geted at developing a total of
10.5tn cubic feet of gas re-
sources, have a combined daily
production capacity of 1.5bn
cubic feet of gas and more than
65,000 barrels of condensate.
Gas from Block 61is exported for
domestic consumption into

We are committed to BP’s business in Oman -

this agreement allows us to remain at the

heart of this world-class development while

also making important progress in our global

divestment programime
i BERNARD LOONEY

Oman'’s national gas grid, while
also boosting the availability of
feedstock supply for Oman LNG.

BP's chief executive officer
Bernard Looney said, “We are
pleased to welcome PTTEP to
the successful Block 61 partner-
ship. Block 61is a pioneering de-

velopment that has applied lead-
ing techniques and technologies
to maximise efficiency and min-
imise emissions."”

"We are committed to BP's
business in Oman - this agree-
ment allows us to remain at the
heart of this world-class devel-
opment while also making im-
portant progress in our global
divestment programme,” he
added.

As per the statement, BP is
targeting divestment proceeds of
US$25bn by 2025. Most re-
cently, the US$5bn sale of BP's
petrochemicals business to

BP to sell $2.6bn stake in Oman's
Block 61 to Thailand's PTTEP

INEOS completed at the end of
2020.

BP Oman's vice-president
Yousuf al Ojaili commented,
“"We look forward to working
closely with PTTEP, our other
partners, and the government of
Oman on the continued success
of Khazzan and Ghazeer, and to
explore further opportunities in
Block 61.”

“We remain very much com-
mitted to our strategic partner-
ship with Oman. We will
continue to support critical na-
tional energy infrastructure for
the sultanate through Block 61,
invest significantly in local com-
panies and Omani talent, and de-
liver an ambitious social
investment programme,” Ojaili
added.

According to the company's
statement, in 2020, Omanisa-
tion in BP Oman reached around
85 per cent and Block 61 spend
with Omani- registered compa-
nies exceeded US$610mn.

BP has had an upstream pres-
ence in Oman since 2007 when
the original production sharing
agreement (PSA) for Block 61
was signed.

Beyond Block 61, BP and Eni
signed a PSA for Block 77 in
2019. BP Trading & Shipping
also purchases liquefied natural
gas from Oman LNG under a
seven year deal that started in
2018.

Dubai announces logistics alliance to
speed up COVID-19 vaccine delivery

Dubai, UAE - Key transport hub
Dubai has announced an initia-
tive to accelerate the delivery of
coronavirus vaccines, particu-
larly to developing nations, after
the WHO warned against aban-
doning the world's poor.

The Vaccine Logistics Al-
liance, which includes Dubai-
based Emirates airline and global
logistics giant DP World, is de-
signed to ‘speed up distribution
of COVID-19 vaccines around
the world through the emirate’.

The alliance will 'support’ the
World Health Organization's
Covax initiative to distribute two
billion vaccine doses, the Dubai
Media Office said in a statement,
without specifying how many
doses it would deliver.

‘The distribution will particu-
larly focus on emerging markets,
where populations have been
hard-hit by the pandemic, and
pharmaceutical transport and lo-

“ 1Rk MEEIVE LORSTICS ALLMLE. 2

gistics are challenging,’ it said.

The UAE has administered
vaccines to more than a quarter
of its population, second only to
Israel in the global race.

The WHO has urged wealthy
countries to avoid repeating past
mistakes of hoarding medicines
and vaccines, saying such behav-
iour would only drag out the pan-
demic.

‘We are all too aware of the

By

I STICS ALLLARES

challenges facing us globally in
this pandemic and necessity to
work together, the UAE's Minis-
ter of State for Foreign Affairs,
Anwar Gargash, said in a tweet.

‘Vaccine nationalism should
not be tolerated in our common
battle to defeat COVID," he said.

Covax, the globally-pooled
vaccine procurement and distri-
bution effort, has struck agree-
ments with manufacturers for

2bn vaccine doses, and secured
options on a billion more.

Dubai said the alliance will
work with pharmaceutical man-
ufacturers, forwarders, and gov-
ernment agencies to transport
vaccines, some of which have to
be kept at very cold tempera-
tures.

“Together, we are able to
store a large volume of vaccine
doses at a time and bring in and
distribute vaccines to any point
around the world within 48
hours,” said Sheikh Ahmed bin
Saeed al Maktoum, chairman of
Dubai Airports and Emirates Air-
line.

The UAE itself has suffered a
spike in cases after the holiday
period, after aggressively open-
ing up to tourism.

But it reported 2,948 new
virus cases on Sunday, the low-
est number since January 11.

AFP

Subscription period extended
till Feb 9 for Oman REIT IPO

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The subscription period for the
initial public offering (IPO) of
Oman REIT Fund has been ex-
tended till February 9, 2021.

Earlier the subscription period
for Oman REIT Fund's RO26.1mn
IPO, which started on January 17,
was scheduled to close on Janu-
ary 31. The Capital Market Au-
thority (CMA) has now agreed
to extend the subscription period
by seven working days.

‘Due to the increasing de-
mand and the delay experienced
in completing the subscription
procedures for many willing
investors, the CMA agreed
to extend the subscription period
for seven working days, so
that the last day for subscription
will be Tuesday, February 9,
Oman REIT Fund said in a
statement tweeted by the Mus-

cat Securities Market on Mon-
day.

The fund urged investors to
complete their subscription pro-
cedures within the specified pe-
riod.

Allowing subscribers to the
fund to participate in the high po-
tential Omani real estate sector
in a hassle-free manner, Oman

REIT Fund is offering good re-
turns with a targeted annual div-
idend of 7.5 per cent that is
expected to grow to 8.2 per cent
over a five-year period.

Oman REIT Fund will offer
261mn units for public subscrip-
tion which represents 40 per
cent of the total issued capital of
the fund at RO65mn.

OOMCO showcases its marine
fuels business at MEBC 2021

il =

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Oman Oil Marketing Company
(OOMCO) recently participated
in the Middle East Bunkering
Convention (MEBC) 2021. Held
online, the conference gathered
key industry players to discuss
the issues and challenges facing
the marine fuels sector and wider
shipping industry.

During the event, OOMCO's
general manager of international
retail, Ali Ahmed Mugaibal,
shared a video presentation on
the company's expanding marine
fuels and solutions at the Port of
Dugm. Playing an active role in
the bunker business since 1994,
OOMCO is currently building a
bunker terminal barge to be per-
manently located at the port,
part of its strategic mission to

\

broaden its services beyond fuel,
while supporting Oman’s 2040
Vision.

In a press statement,
Mugaibal said, "As part of our
strategic goals, OOMCO contin-
ues to add infrastructure to our
already substantial bunker fuel
services offering to customers
throughout Oman. The Port of
Dugm is a preferred shipping
destination and, together with

Ali Ahmed Mugaibal

our experience and customer-
centric focus, will be of great
benefit to our shipping cus-
tomers at Dugm and further
afield.”

OOMCO has been active in
providing bunker services in all of
Oman'’s major ports over the last
few years, supplying a full spec-
trum of bunker and marine lubri-
cants services. The company's
bunker terminal at the Port of
Dugm, which is set to be com-
missioned before the second
quarter of this year, will serve as
the central hub for bunkering
services in other ports in Oman,
offering 30,000 cubic metres
storage capacity.

The terminal at Dugm Port
will also benefit from being next
door to Dugm Refinery, which is
planned to be commissioned in
the first half of 2022.
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Oman National Investments Development Company
(TANMIA) announces the performance of the investment
funds under Tanmia’s management, Al Kawthar, The
Shariah Compliant Fund, reported the highest YTD growth
of 5.5% across the Sultanate despite tough market
conditions during 2020,

Tanmia’s GCC Diversified Fund continued to excel locally,
ranking in the top three funds in Oman. In light of the
positive performance, the board is pleased to announce cash
dividends of 6% for Tathmeer unit holders and 5% for
AL Kawthar unit holders. Investors’ names appearing with
the fund administration’s register as on 18 February 2021
would be eligible for the above-mentioned cash dividends,
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© PO Box 3028, Pastal Cade

TANNMIA : Al Kawthar and Tathmeer funds JSAL
continue to outperform the market ‘_D.

Fahad Al-Bulushi
Acting CEC- TANMIA

112, Ruwi, Sultanate OF Ohman
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MSM inches down on weak activity

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The benchmark index of the Muscat Se-

curities Market (MSM) marginally de-
clined 0.08 per cent to close at 3,650.19

points on Monday.

Trading activity deteriorated from the
previous session as turnover declined
65.96 per cent to RO583,831 and vol-
umes fell 62.82 per cent to 4.82mn

shares.

While Services index rose 0.63 per
cent, Financial and Industrial indices fell
0.16 per cent and 0.39 per cent, respec-
tively. The MSM Shariah index closed
down by 0.17 per cent at 530.45 points.

Market breadth remained negative as
six companies closed up, while 12 com-
panies closed down. The rest 19 traded

stocks closed flat for the day.

Top gainers were Phoenix Power (6
per cent), National Bank of Oman (2.99
per cent), Al Maha Ceramics (2.01 per

cent) and Al Batinah Power (2 per cent).
Top losers were Dhofar Cattle Feed
(-5.1 per cent), Vision Insurance (-3.61

per cent), Oman & Emirates Investment
Holding (-2.33 per cent) and Bank Nizwa
(-2.04 per cent).
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Xiaomi sues to reverse US blacklisting

Washington, US - Chinese
smartphone maker Xiaomi said it
had filed a lawsuit seeking to
overturn the former Trump ad-
ministration’s last-minute black-
listing of the electronics giant.

Xiaomi said it filed the appeal
with a Washington federal court
on Friday after former president
Donald Trump's administration
barred investment in the firm,
saying the Beijing-headquartered
company was a part of the Chi-
nese military.

In a statement, Xiaomi said it
‘believes that the decision... was
factually incorrect and has de-
prived the company of legal due
process'.

‘With a view to protecting the

interests of the global users,
partners, employees and share-
holders of [Xiaomi], the com-
pany has pleaded to the courts to
declare the decision illegal and

that it be reversed,’ the state-
ment added.

Just six days before Trump
left office, his officials made a se-
ries of announcements targeting

Xiaomi and other Chinese firms
including state oil giant CNOOC

and embattled social media
favourite TikTok.
Xiaomi - which overtook

Apple last year to become the
world's third-largest smartphone
manufacturer - was one of nine
firms the Pentagon classified as
‘Communist Chinese military
companies'.

The measure was seen as an
attempt to cement Trump's
trade war legacy with China after
four years of turbulent relations
with Beijing.

The blacklisting means US in-
vestors cannot buy Xiaomi secu-
rities.

AFP

India spends big to
revive pandemic
ravaged economy

New Delhi, India - India unveiled
a massive spending plan focused
on healthcare and infrastructure
on Monday, as the government
sought to boost a coronavirus-
ravaged economy on course for
its biggest annual contraction on
record.

The nation of 1.3bn was badly
hit by one of the world's strictest
virus lockdowns, with growth
slumping by a historic 23.9 per
cent in April-June, and the econ-
omy expected to contract 7.7 per
cent in 2020-21.

“This budget provides every
opportunity for our economy to
raise and capture the pace that it
needs for a sustainable growth,”
Finance  Minister  Nirmala
Sitharaman told parliament in
her annual budget speech.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi added, “We have pre-
sented a proactive budget... that
will speed up progress in terms
of wealth and wellness.”

The planned expenditure of
US$30.6bn on health and well-
being schemes was more than
double the equivalent outlay in
the previous budget, although it
included US$4.8bn for the coun-
try's ambitious COVID-19 immu-
nisation drive, with plans to
vaccinate 300mn by July.

The health sector has long
suffered from chronic underin-
vestment. As of 2017, the coun-
try had 0.8 doctors per 1,000
people, around the same level as
Irag, according to the World
Bank.

Infrastructure was another
big-ticket item in the budget,
with US$76bn - 34.5 per cent
more than in the previous budget
- to be sunk into major projects,
including roads and railways.

Divestments - including of na-
tional carrier Air India and part of
the government's stake in the
country's largest insurer, Life In-
surance Corporation - would
help raise US$24bn, Sitharaman
said.

India’s Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman (centre) along with her staff

gestures as she leaves the Finance Ministry to present the annual budget

in parliament in New Delhi on Monday (AFP)

We have presented
a proactive
budget... that will
speed up progress in
terms of wealth and
wellness

NARENDRA MODI

But the sales of both state-run
firms have been on the cards,
with the mooted IPO of the in-
surer sparking a walk-out by
nearly 100,000 staff last year.

With  lenders struggling
with a mountain of bad debt,
Sitharaman said US$2.74bn
would be put aside for the next
financial year to recapitalise
state banks.

Social security benefits, in-
cluding minimum wages, would
be extended to workers in the gig
economy, which has flourished
amid cheap mobile data and
abundant labour.

The spending measures will
blow out the fiscal deficit to 9.5
per cent of GDP for the financial
year ending March, Sitharaman
said, from a forecast 3.5 per cent.

The government plans to bor-
row an additional US$1.1bn to
fund the deficit, she added.

As fears of higher income
taxes proved unfounded, mar-
kets soared with Mumbai's
Sensex index up 4.87 per cent
Monday afternoon.

In its annual economic survey,
the government said there would
be a 'V-shaped' recovery after
the severe contraction, forecast-
ing growth to hit 11 per cent in
2021-22.

With Asia's third-largest
economy in the throes of a
slowdown even before the
pandemic, analysts said the
budget provided much-needed
stimulus.

"On the whole it is a pretty
positive signal and a pro-invest-
ment budget,” Sujan Hajra, chief
economist at Anand Rathi Secu-
rities, told AFP.

"Given the relatively low out-
lay by the government last year,
India... had the space to provide
more stimulus.”

But some also warned that
millions of poorer workers left
jobless during the virus shut-
down needed more support.

AFP

ExxonMobil and Chevron CEOs
discussed merger in 2020: Report

Washington, US - ExxonMobil
and Chevron executives dis-
cussed the possibility of a
merger last year as the two oil gi-
ants were battered by the pan-
demic, The Wall Street Journal
(WSJ) reported on Sunday.

Chevron CEO Mike Wirth and
his Exxon counterpart Darren
Woods discussed merging as
demand for oil and gas plum-
meted due to restrictions to stem
the spread of the coronavirus,
the paper said, citing sources
close to the issue.

The sources added that the
‘preliminary’ discussions are no
longer taking place but could re-
sume in the future.

The combined market value
of the two companies would ex-
ceed US$350bn, according to
the Journal, with ExxonMobil
worth US$190mn.

The combined
market value of the
two companies
would exceed
US$350bn,
according to WSJ

‘Together, they would likely
form the world's second largest
oil company by market capital-
ization and production, produc-
ing about 7mn barrels of oil and
gas a day, based on pre-pan-
demic levels, second only in both
measures to Saudi Aramco,’ the
WSJ wrote.

But such a merger could come
up against anti-competitive reg-
ulations.

Many industry experts, how-

ever, believe that a consolidation
of the oil and gas industry is nec-
essary to reduce costs and help
companies overcome the pan-
demic slowdown.

Additionally, the sector must
prepare for an uncertain future
as many countries seek to re-
duce their dependence on fossil
fuels to combat climate change.

While President Joe Biden has
already announced the United
States' return to the Paris climate
accord, the American oil giants
are also likely to face a Demo-
cratic administration that is less
supportive of the industry.

Chevron had announced on
Friday that it had recorded a net
loss of US$5.5bn in 2020, af-
fected by a sharp drop in crude
oil prices at the beginning of the
pandemic.

AFP

Huawei’s smartphone sales plunge
as US sanctions on suppliers bite

Beijing, China - Sales of smart-
phones made by Chinese tele-
com giant Huawei plunged in the
latest quarter of 2020 as they
were hit by US sanctions on its
suppliers, research firm Canalys
said.

Domestic sales fell 44 per
cent to 18.8mn units in October-
December, according to data re-
leased by research firm Canalys.
That comes after separate fig-
ures from industry tracker Inter-
national Data Corp (IDC)
showed overseas shipments
plunged 43 per cent to 32mn.

‘It is possibly Huawei's tough-
est time as it is restrained to even
serve its home market,” Nicole
Peng, a researcher at Canalys,
wrote in a research note.

Sales were hit as Huawei was
unable to meet high demand ‘as
aresult of US sanctions’, the note
said.

The administration of former
President Donald Trump barred
Huawei from the US market,
pressured allies to shun its tele-
com networking gear and im-
posed a succession of escalating
sanctions including cutting off
access to vital components.

The Trump administration
had said Huawei's telecom
equipment installed globally
could be used by China for espi-
onage.

Huawei has repeatedly denied

A man walks past a Huawei showroom in Beijing, China on May 25, 2020 (AFpP)

the allegation, saying the US gov-
ernment had never produced ev-
idence of the charge and
suggesting the moves were mo-
tivated more by national eco-
nomic competition in the tech
field.

Huawei last year briefly be-
came the world's top mobile
phone seller but its market share
shrank to just 8 per cent in the
fourth quarter, falling behind
Apple, Samsung and even Chi-
nese rivals Xiaomi and Oppo, ac-
cording to IDC.

The company barely held on
to its top position in the Chinese
market, where its share fell to 22

per cent from 38 per cent in the
same period the year before,
Canalys said.

Huawei announced in No-
vember it had sold its Honor
brand of budget smartphones,
citing ‘tremendous’ supply chain
pressures caused by US sanc-
tions.

Meanwhile a Canadian judge
on Friday rejected Huawei exec-
utive Meng Wanzhou's request
to relax her bail conditions as she
fights against extradition to the
US on fraud and conspiracy
charges.

British Columbia Supreme
Court Justice William Ehrcke

ruled that the Chinese business-
woman must remain under
constant supervision by court-
ordered security guards - im-
posed after her arrest two years
ago.

“The conditions imposed in
my original bail order are the
minimum necessary to ensure
Meng will attend court as and
when required and will not flee
the jurisdiction,” Ehrcke said.

She faces fraud and conspir-
acy charges in the United States
related to alleged violations of US
sanctions against Iran by Huawei
and a covert subsidiary, Skycom.
AFP
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Lulu opens new hypermarket in Salalah

R T

Lulu Group, the leading retail
chain, further strengthened its
presence in Salalah with the
grand launch of its hypermarket
located at the newly developed
Salalah Grand Mall, which is
the 26" branch in Oman and
199t globally.

The new store, which is
spread over an area of about
100,000sq ft in a single level,
was inaugurated with the sup-
port of government officials and
the senior management of Lulu.

With its modern design and
convenient layout, the new store
offers a wide range of high-qual-
ity products under categories
like food, home furnishings, fash-
ion, footwear, household and
much more.

Salalah emerges as a promis-
ing tourist destination especially
during the khareef season, par-
ticularly on account of the thrust
on tourism projects by the
government.

The development of proper-

ties like the Salalah Grand Mall
with a strong footfall driver like
Lulu, and other world-class
brands, is expected to provide a
boost to the sectorial growth in
the Dhofar governorate.

Speaking on the occasion,
Yusuff Ali MA, chairman and
managing director of Lulu Group,
expressed his profound happi-
ness and gratitude to the govern-
ment, Salalah Municipality and
all the authorities for their whole-
hearted support.

He expressed his hope that
Oman will continue in its path of
development under the wise
leadership of His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik.

“Lulu Group is committed to
expanding its footprint across
the sultanate and is well on track
to achieve its ambitious expan-
sion plans with several new proj-
ects in Ruwi, Jalaan Bani Bu Alj,
and Samail. These projects are
also a part of the group's
commitment to the community

and will generate direct and
in-direct employment opportuni-
ties within the local community,”
he added.

Speaking on the launch of the
new store, Ananth A 'V, director
of Lulu Group - Oman & India,
said, “We are excited about our
association with Salalah Grand
Mall for the value they bring into
this project and appreciate the
mall management for giving
us the opportunity to be the an-
chor store.

“"While we are happy to in-
crease our presence in Salalah,
Lulu in Oman has very fond
memories of Salalah from where
we started our first store to
having 26 stores today in the
sultanate with several more in
the pipeline. This hypermarket is
an important milestone in our
quest to deliver quality products
and a shopping experience that's
world class.”

The new store is conveniently
set up to offer residents the

best of services coupled with
value for money.

“We are happy to give Salalah
this new shopping landmark with
a promise to provide a great ex-
perience. The offerings at the
store have a fine mix of the local
and the trending products, keep-
ing the preference of the local
populace in mind and we invite
customers to shop with us and
make the most of the unique of-
fers,” said Shabeer K A, regional
director, Oman.

=4l

OAB reveals

Hasaad Savings
Scheme for 2021

Oman Arab Bank (OAB) recently
announced the details of its new
Hasaad  Savings  Scheme
for 2021. The new edition has
been enhanced to include even
more prizes, to encourage the
bank’s customers to continue
saving and enhance their finan-
cial stability.

Commenting on the launch of
the new scheme, Rashad al
Shaikh, acting head of the Retail
Banking Division at OAB, said,
“Despite all the challenges that
were faced by everyone last year,
the Hasaad Savings Scheme has
been successful in promoting a
savings culture across the com-
munity, which we believe is core
objective of this scheme. Today,
we are delighted to launch the
latest edition of the Hasaad Sav-
ings Scheme for 2021, which has
several great prizes in store for
our valued customers across the
sultanate. | am confident that the
new scheme will see a great
turnout from our customers, who
have been the cornerstone of our
success over the past four
decades.”

The Hasaad Savings Scheme
2021 will see 101 lucky winners
each month from the 54
branches winning RO500 each,
as well as 5 monthly winners of
RO1,000 each, from those who

transfer their salaries to Oman
Arab Bank in the Platinum seg-
ment. This is in addition to a Big
Prize draw which will see two
winners of RO10,000 each,
every quarter.

The Elite Draws will see two

winners every month  of
RO10,000 each. This is replaced
by an Elite grand prize draw con-
ducted every three months with
one lucky winner of RO25,000.

“At the end of the year, we
look forward to seeing 1,300
loyal customers of the bank win
these amazing prizes. The
Hasaad Scheme is a way for us
to showcase our appreciation to
them, for placing their trust in us
as a financial institution and re-
inforces our efforts to be their
‘Partner for Life’. We look for-
ward to conducting the first draw
of the new scheme for January
during the upcoming days and
announcing the first batch of
winners.”

Majan University student Mooneesah wins big
at international astrophysics competition

Mooneesah Abeer Fatimah, a
student of University of Bedford-
shire, UK and Majan University
College, currently pursuing Mas-
ter's in Computer Security and
Forensics, participated in Inter-
national Astronomy  and
Astrophysics Competition and
won 3"“place (Youth-category)
worldwide.

Prior to that she also won na-
tional award for Oman for her
best performance in IAAC and

has become an IAAC ambassa-
dor for Oman. More than 6,500
students from more than 98

countries participated. IAAC is
one of biggest, toughest and
prestigious global online compe-
titions that enables students to
prove their skills and to unleash
their creativity in fields of astron-
omy and astrophysics.

The competition has three-
rounds - Qualification, Pre-final
and Final round. Each round
requires problem-solving
skills and comprehensive knowl-
edge about astronomy and as-

trophysics.

Mooneesah successfully
qualified for the final round
which is of 40 minutes. Usually
this round is held in college under
supervision of teacher but due to
COVID-19, it was possible to
take from home but the whole-
duration of the exam must be
recorded and uploaded. It should
be taken in such a way that stu-
dent’s face, laptop screen plus
background is seen and back-

ground noise is heard. Basically,
in front of the camera.
Mooneesah scored 39 points
out of 40 and was placed among
the top 1 per cent of all partici-
pants and won third place world-
wide. Mooneesah received
certificates, cash prize, publica-
tion in International Youth Journal
(scientific journal), publication of
a written interview on their social
media, and was featured on the
winners' page on their websites.

Oman Sail opens registration for the annual
youth sailing event Mussanah Race Week

Registration for the annual youth
sailing event Mussanah Race
Week is now open with young
sailors from around the world
welcome to train and compete in
Oman. Set to take place in Mus-
sanah Sports City from October
26-31, the event has traditionally
brought world and continental
youth champions to the sul-
tanate's shores to sail against the
best young sailors.

This year, for the first time in
the event's history, Oman Sail
will mark the 11" edition by intro-
ducing a boat class for young
persons with disabilities known
as ‘RS Venture', alongside the
Optimist and Laser 4.7 classes.

Rashid al Kindi, Oman Sail di-
rector of Sailing, said, “Mussanah
Race Week has been an exciting
fixture in our sailing calendars for
a decade now, bringing the best
and brightest young sailing talent
to Oman. We have seen the ben-
efits of testing our home-grown
sailors against the best in the
world and providing the platform
for young people from different

cultures to learn from each other.
We are proud to introduce the
RS Venture class for the first
time to welcome persons with
disabilities to the event.”

He added, "It is a great oppor-
tunity to include the RS Venture
class to let young sailors join
those sailing aboard the Optimist
and Laser 4.7 classes. It is our

hope that the professional and
competitive environment at
Mussanah Race Week will help
to hone their skills and provide
useful insight into the possibili-
ties a career in sailing can offer.”

Following four days of racing,
participating sailors and coaches
will be able to take part in
three days of classroom-based

training and practice races with
coaching in each of the classes
provided by world-class profes-
sional sailors.

Feras Asqul, Oman Sail's
Mussanah Race Week project
manager, said, “Taking part in
Mussanah Race Week is the
ideal preparation for interna-
tional regattas, both now as a

sailing prospect and providing
valuable lessons and experience
to benefit the competitors in the
future. We are looking forward to
welcoming sailors from around
the world to Mussanah once
again and to continue expanding
the event with the introduction of
the RS Venture class in order to
become one of the most impor-
tant events for local and interna-
tional sailors to compete and
gain experience in an ideal learn-
ing environment.”

Mussanah Sports City, lo-
cated 85km north of Muscat,
was purpose-built to host
Olympic-standard international
sporting events with facilities to
accommodate thousands of
guests, global media and up to
400 boats at its onsite marina.

The venue has become syn-
onymous with sailing, success-
fully hosting high profile events
including the 2013 Laser World
Championship and 2015 Laser
Radial World Championship,
among others and is also home
to Oman Sail's sailing school.
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Bank Muscat to give
away over RO1.4mnin
Al Mazyona salary draws

Bank Muscat, the leading finan-
cial services provider in the sul-
tanate, in step with its vision ‘To
serve you better, everyday' and
commitment to partnership in
encouraging a savings culture in
Oman, has invited its Al Mazy-
ona customers to take part in the
salary transfer draws being held
in 2021.

In line with the bank’s com-
mitment to encouraging a sav-
ings culture in Oman, Bank
Muscat recently announced that
20 winners would be chosen
every month in the salary trans-
fer category this year from
among customers who use Bank
Muscat accounts to receive their
salaries. As many as 240 win-
ners will receive a total of over
RO1.4mn in prizes throughout
the year.

Abdullah Tamman al
Mashani, DGM - Institutional
Sales and Product Development,
Bank Muscat, said: “Bank Mus-
cat is playing a keen role in sup-
porting the nation in achieving
the goals of Oman Vision 2040

a

and its Al Mazyona savings
scheme is playing an important
role in increasing the savings
habit of people in the country. By
continuously innovating over the
past three decades based on
customer feedback, the bank of-
fers the largest number of prizes
in Oman across different cus-
tomer segments.

"The bank is proud of the suc-
cess so far achieved by Al Mazy-
ona in promoting the concept of
savings in the Omani society and
its role in supporting national de-

velopment goals.”

Al Mazyona rewards 10 win-
ners every month from among
those with salaries up to RO999
per month. These winners will be
paid a monthly salary prize of
RO500 for a whole year as a
reward for choosing Al Mazyona
salary accounts. Similarly, 10
winners will be chosen every
month from amongst the
bank’s Al Jawhar customers,
whose salaries are RO1,000 or
more. These winners too will re-
ceive RO500 every month for a
whole year.

In 2021, Bank Muscat has fur-
ther increased the number of
prizes in the country’s largest
savings scheme with 7,470 win-
ners all set to be rewarded for
their savings habit, up by 12 per-
cent from 6,677 in the previous
year. At a press conference to
launch the 2021 scheme, bank
officials explained the details of
the prize draws as well as the
terms and conditions to enter the
draws which will be held
throughout the year.

These include both the
monthly draws as well as the
special Mid-year and End of Year
draws. Special prizes have also
been reserved for Asalah and Al
Jawhar customers as well as for
regional, women, youth, and chil-
dren’s categories. With the bank
commencing livestreaming of
the prize draws on the official so-
cial media channels like Twitter,
Instagram and YouTube, the Al
Mazyona scheme has been wit-
nessing keen interest from the
bank's customers and the gen-
eral public.

The scheme is contributing
majorly to the development of
Oman and encouraging financial
prudence amongst the general
public. Al Mazyona is designed
to transform the lives of prudent
savers and special prizes are re-
served for different customer
segments including Premier
Banking, regional, youth, women
and children’s account cate-
gories. Special prize draws are
also held onimportant occasions
like the National Day.

Celebrate Valentine’s Day
with Joyalukkas collection

This Valentine's Day, open up
your heart and express your love
with a gift as unique as her with
Joyalukkas Be Mine Heart to
Heart Collection.

The limited-edition collection
features an exciting range of in-
timate heart-themed jewellery
including pendants, rings, ear-
rings and bracelets in diamonds
and gold.

The 2021 collection is mod-
elled on the latest design trends
and is a fine blend of creativity
and craftsmanship. The elegant
collection is young, stylish and
perfect for every occasion.

To make it all the more spe-
cial, Joyalukkas has announced
exciting offers on every purchase
including free gold coins and ex-
change offers.

John PaulAlukkas, MD, Joy-
alukkas International operations,
launched the collection and
quoted during the occasion,
“Last year, we all learned the

need for loved ones more than
ever. It was love that saw us sail
through the difficult period. It's
time to return the love with a gift
that her heart desires. | invite
everyone to explore our all-new
Be Mine Heart to Heart 2021
Collection and express your love
with all your heart. | wish every-
one a Happy Valentine's Day.”
During the promotion period,

customers will be rewarded with
a free 1g Gold Coin on purchase
of Diamond, Polki and Pearl Jew-
ellery worth RO300.

Customers can also sell or ex-
change their old gold jewellery
purchased from any jeweller for
cash or brand new jewellery by
Joyalukkas. The offers are valid
from February 3 to 15 across all
Joyalukkas showrooms.

Mazoon Electricity organises
workshop on new tariff

Mazoon Electricity Company,
the leading electricity provider in
Oman continues to hold online
awareness workshops to spread
information on the newly an-
nounced electricity tariff.

On Sunday, January 31, an on-
line workshop was held in co-op-
eration with the Omani
Women's Association in Mud-
haibi. The workshop focused on
educating the participants and
providing them with accurate in-
formation about the new elec-
tricity tariff in accordance with
the new policy of reforming gov-
ernment subsidies in the electric-
ity sector recently announced by
the government. The objective of
the workshops is to disseminate
information, educate customers
and provide important and accu-
rate facts about the reformed
electricity tariff.

The workshop covered the

9

new electricity subsidy reformed
policy and timeframe, types of
target tariff, tariffs for residential
groups, available channels for
customers to update data, na-
tional support system and exam-
ples of changes in electricity bills
for customers according to the
new tariff.

The workshop was presented
by Mazoon Electricity staff
Samiya Hamed Khalfan al Saidi,
customer experience specialist
and Abdul-Qader Abdullah Ali al

3%

Balushi, senior bill processing ac-
countant.

The workshops are part of a
wide awareness programme
planned by Mazoon Electricity to
educate various categories of
subscribers about the new tariffs
using different channels and tar-
geting different stakeholders.

Mazoon Electricity continues
to encourage customers to up-
date their data on Mazoon Elec-
tricity website or any of Sanad
Services Centres.

Enjoy jazz music at Al Bustan Palace hotel
Il

Soul-full nights await at Al Maha
Jazz Lounge, the newest venue at
Al Bustan Palace, a Ritz-Carlton
Hotel. Located adjacent to the
hotel's lobby, the suave lounge
will transport guests instantly to
the 20's and 30's with the
smooth sounds of its resident
musician, renowned pianist
Abraham Kenner I,

At the only venue of its kind in
Oman, guests can settle down to
a nightly repertoire of jazz, soul
and blues, from Billy Holiday to
BB King, Ella Fitzgerald and more.
Comfortable furnishings and
cosy corners are made for feeling
at ease, while the art pieces pro-
vide a great conversation starter,
offering a nostalgic glimpse into
the jazz age.

Topped off by premium drinks
and the exceptional Ritz-Carlton
service, Al Maha Jazz Lounge is
the perfect sojourn for a leisurely
evening

Nabil bin Abdul Wahab al
Zadjali, general manager of Al

Bustan Palace, a Ritz-Carlton
Hotel, said, “At Al Bustan, a Ritz-
Carlton Hotel we aim to intro-
duce the newest and most
exclusive luxury experiences.
We are thrilled to be re-introduc-
ing our piano lounge after a num-
ber of years, which has been
reimagined for our modern
guests.

“We are proud to be featuring
the immense talent of Abraham

Kenner and are confident that Al
Maha Jazz Lounge is going to be-
come a favourite among our dis-
cerning guests. A place where
they can leave the world outside
and get lost in the moment.”
Award-winning artist Kenner
is best known for his participa-
tion on The Voice Poland in 2017.
A musician since the age of five,
he won numerous awards in-
cluding the 1993 Band Directors

Award, the 1997 National Choral
Award, and was named among
the Top 100 musical theatre stu-
dents in the USA in 1997.

His versatile vocals and soul-
ful style are truly a treat for the
ears. Meanwhile, the walls of the
lounge tell their own story, filled
with exclusive artworks that
have been expertly curated and
feature prominent jazz and blues
musicians, instruments, vintage
record covers and posters.

Setting a precedent for hospi-
tality in Oman, Al Bustan Palace,
a Ritz-Carlton Hotel continues to
delight guests with a variety of
experiences that stirs the senses.
From award-winning restau-
rants, to world-class facilities and
unparalled surroundings, guests
are offered the perfect setting for
creating unforgettable memories
in unbridled luxury.

For  reservations, email
Restaurant.reservation.albustan-
palace@ritzcarlton.com or call
+968 2476 4444,

Bentley Motors celebrates official opening of its new campus

Bentley Motors has celebrated
the official opening of its new
campus - with the company's
entire industry-leading facilities
now encompassed within a sin-
gle site in Crewe, England.

A convoy of Bentley cars
marked the occasion as the 1929
4lt supercharged Team Car, the
Blower Continuation Series ‘Car
Zero' and a range of current gen-
eration Bentleys paraded down
Pyms Lane.

The creation of the campus,
home to around 4,000 Bentley
colleagues, follows years of plan-
ning, consultation and positive
support from Cheshire East
Council.

Pyms Lane and Sunnybank
Road, two roads which previ-
ously traversed through Bent-
ley's headquarters, are closed to
the public and enable a safer,
more efficient and secure
modern manufacturing facility
which can develop and expand in
line with Bentley's long-term as-
pirations.

Commenting on Bentley's in-
vestment and continued com-
mitment to Crewe, Peter Bosch,
Member of the Board for Man-

ufacturing, said, “Bentley is in a
period of significant and rapid
redefinition; transforming a 101-
year-old luxury car company
into a new, sustainable, wholly
ethical role model. We are ac-

celerating our path to electrifi-
cation and end-to-end carbon
neutrality, and we can only
achieve  these  ambitions
through world-class facilities
that elevate our status as the

leader in sustainable luxury
mobility.

“The creation of a campus,
our continued, sustained invest-
ment in new R&D buildings, and
the opportunities that now exist

as part of a single site all give us
the capacity to grow as we diver-
sify our model range and look to
evolve every aspect of our organ-
isation for the future.”

Pyms Lane has remained the

focal point for Bentley's head-
quarters in Crewe since the com-
pany arrived in 1938.

This will only increase with
Bentley's plans to develop that
area of the site next year, with

the opening of an Engineering
Test Centre and R&D building -
both of which will further support
Bentley's journey towards elec-
trification.

This was outlined as part of
Bentley's November Beyond100
strategic announcement which
committed to offer truly sustain-
able luxury, reinventing every as-
pect of its business to become an
end-to-end carbon neutral or-
ganisation as it embarks on its
second century.

This includes switching its
model range to offer exclusively
plug-in hybrid or battery electric
vehicles by 2026, and full electric
vehicles only by 2030.

Bentley is not just investing
heavily in its future product di-
rection, however.

The campus creation is an ex-
tension of two decades of for-
ward thinking, innovation and
achievement.

Acutely aware of the respon-
sibility to consider its environ-
mental, social and economic
impact, Bentley has transformed
its 80-year-old headquarters
into the UK's single carbon neu-
tral luxury car factory.
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This file photo shows Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe with her husband Richard

Ratcliffe and daughter Gabriella Ratcliffe (aFp)

UK asks family not
toreveal Nazanin
release plan

London, UK - The husband of de-
tained British-Iranian woman
Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe has
said the UK government warned
her family that public comments
could jeopardise her possible re-
lease in Iran early next month.
Zaghari-Ratcliffe’s family has
been campaigning for her release
since she was held in Iran in April
2016 on sedition charges. She is
currently under house arrest.
Her husband Richard Ratcliffe
wrote on Twitter on Sunday,
‘This week the Foreign Office
warned us of threats to Nazanin
and her family if we continued to
publicise Nazanin's release date.’
He retorted that the family
believes ‘transparency is the best
form of protection from abuse'.
Unless Iran finds new grounds
to extend her detention,
Nazanin's official release date is
March 7, according to Ratcliffe.
Zaghari-Ratcliffe worked for
the Thomson Reuters Founda-
tion, the media organisation's
philanthropic arm.

‘Mafia tactics’

She denied charges of sedition
but was convicted and jailed for
five years. She has spent more
than four years in jail or under
house arrest.

Foreign Secretary Dominic
Raab said last month that the
March 7 date was 'based on the
existing sentence’, stressing that
Iran had repeatedly dashed
hopes for Zaghari-Ratcliffe's re-
lease after postponing another
trial in November.

London, UK - More used to
wielding a camera than a nee-
dle, taking part in a national vac-
cination campaign was the 'last
thing' documentary director
Mike Day expected to be doing
before the start of the coron-
avirus pandemic.

But the 41 year old is now
one of an army of volunteers -
many with no medical qualifica-
tions - being recruited to help
deliver Prime Minister Boris
Johnson's goal of vaccinating
15mn of those most at risk from
the virus by mid-February.

"When | had the opportunity
to do something that made a
difference | definitely wanted to
jump at it so | immediately
signed up when | heard about
it," Day told AFP at a training
session for 120 volunteers at
Canary Wharf in east London
on Saturday.

Volunteers, wearing masks
and gloves, were instructed how
to administer the jab on the
32nd floor of one of the busi-
ness district's skyscrapers, its
windows commanding views of
uninterrupted, rainswept grey
skies.

Britain is ‘pushing as hard as
we can to get the immediate re-
lease, not in seven weeks, but as
soon as possible, of Nazanin and
all of our other dual nationals’,
Raab said on January 17.

Ratcliffe said on Sunday that
the British government’s role is
to remind Iran that Nazanin ‘has
the UK's protection’. Britain
should not ‘act as a messenger
for IRGC (Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps) mafia tactics and
suppression’, he added.

“If anything happens to
Nazanin or her family, or if she is
not released to the UK on 7
March - there should be conse-
quences. We will be discussing
with the Foreign Secretary his
back up plan.”

The Guardian on Monday re-
ported that Ratcliffe sent the For-
eign Office a note accusing it of
a'remarkable lack of judgement'.

The Foreign Office did not im-
mediately respond to a request
for comment.

Former British foreign secre-
tary Jeremy Hunt tweeted: ‘This
is deeply concerning. | know
@DominicRaab and
@BorisJohnson will be doing all
they can but Nazanin's voice
must never be silenced'.

Iran has in recent years re-
peatedly detained foreigners and
dual nationals on charges cam-
paigners and governments say
are unfounded, with the prison-
ers only going free after months
and sometimes even years of
painstaking negotiation.

AFP

Russian prosecutors back
request to imprison Navalny

Moscow, Russia - Russian pros-
ecutors on Monday backed a re-
quest to imprison opposition
leader Alexei Navalny for several
years on old charges, after police
detained a record number of
anti-Kremlin protesters across
the country.

On Sunday, demonstrators
defied government warnings and
rallied from the Pacific port of
Vladivostok to the northwestern
city of Pskov in a second week-
end of mass protest over the ar-
rest of President Vladimir Putin’s
most prominent opponent.

The protests, which saw au-
thorities enforce an unprece-
dented lockdown of the centre of
Moscow, came ahead of a court
hearing that could see Navalny
imprisoned for several years.

Navalny's detention and the
crackdown on protesters has
sparked an outcry in the West.

The 44 year old is facing
charges of violating the terms of
a 2014 suspended sentence for
embezzlement and could be
jailed for two-and-a-half years.

The General Prosecutor’s Of-
fice said in a statement on Mon-
day that it backed a request by
the prison service to change the
suspended sentence to jail time.

‘This motion is considered
lawful and justified,’ the state-
ment said.

Navalny was detained at a
Moscow airport in mid-January
after flying back to Russia from
Germany where he was recover-
ing from an August poisoning.

He blames the attack with the
Novichok nerve agent on Putin
and the FSB security agency.

"

Opposition leader Alexei Navalny appears on a screen set up at a hall of the Moscow Regional Court via a video

link from Moscow's penal detention centre during a hearing, in Krasnogorsk outside Moscow on January 28 (AFpP)

Batons and tasers will not solve
existing problems. Violence only
breeds intransigence and engenders
bitterness. This is a path towards
great trouble. It’s time to stop

ALEXANDER SHISHLOV

Batons and tasers

The anti-corruption campaigner
is being held in a high-security
detention centre and faces years
of jail time in several different
criminal cases, despite calls from
Western governments for his re-
lease.

Navalny's team has urged his
sympathisers to gather in front of
Moscow's Simonovsky district
court on Tuesday to show sup-

port for the opposition politician.

In recent years, Navalny has
served a number of brief jail
stints but never a long prison
term.

On Sunday, thousands of peo-
ple rallied across Russia to de-
mand freedom for Navalny and
changes to Russia's tightly-con-
trolled political system.

OVD Info, which monitors ar-
rests at opposition protests, said

more than 5,300 people had
been detained. Nearly 1,800
people were held in Moscow and
almost 1,200 in Saint Petersburg,
Russia's second city.

More than 90 journalists were
detained, OVD Info said.

Ahead of Sunday's demon-
stration, authorities locked down
the centre of the capital, with
hundreds of police lining the
streets, central metro stations
closed and restrictions on the
movements of pedestrians.

Protesters who had hoped to
gather outside FSB headquarters
were instead scattered to various
parts of the city as organisers
made last-minute changes in lo-
cations.

Protesters and monitors

pointed to the police's harsh tac-
tics, saying they used batons and
tasers on peaceful demonstra-
tors, and some were badly
beaten.

Valery Fadeyev, the head of
the Kremlin's human rights
council, denounced the rallies as
a 'provocation’.

‘Path towards
trouble’

But the Saint Petersburg om-
budsman said authorities un-
leashed ‘essentially a military
operation’ against protesters and
paralysed the city.

‘Batons and tasers will not
solve existing problems. Vio-
lence only breeds intransigence
and engenders bitterness,” om-
budsman Alexander Shishlov
said in a statement.

‘This is a path towards great
trouble. It's time to stop.’

Kremlin critics say a con-
certed effort is under way to si-
lence Navalny's team, dismantle
his Anti-Corruption Foundation
and pressure his family.

Ahead of Sunday's demon-
strations, Navalny's brother Oleg
and several key allies including
prominent activist Lyubov Sobol
were placed under house arrest
until March 23 for allegedly vio-
lating virus restrictions and call-
ing on people to join protests.

US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken on Twitter condemned
‘the persistent use of harsh tac-
tics against peaceful protesters
and journalists by Russian au-
thorities for a second week
straight'.

AFP

Libyan election vow must be honoured ‘at all costs": UN

Geneva, Switzerland - Libyan
delegates gathered in Geneva on
Monday to choose new tempo-
rary leaders for the war-scarred
country, with the UN stressing
the importance of respecting
their commitment to hold elec-
tions next December.

The 75 participants at the

Libyan Political Dialogue Forum
have until Friday to select a
prime minister and a three-
member presidency council from
a list of 45 candidates.

The new leadership will then
be tasked with guiding the oil-
rich and conflict-ravaged North
African country until elections

scheduled for December 24.

By picking that date, ‘you have
put an indelible mark on the cal-
endar, acting UN envoy
Stephanie Williams told the dele-
gates. “This decision was greeted
with the overwhelming approval
by your compatriots, and it is a
commitment that must be hon-

COVID-19 PANDEMIC

UK trains volunteer vaccine army in
race toinoculate 15mnin 15 days

Lol

Britain's Prime Minister Boris Johnson (left) attempts to engage with a member of the public waiting to

receive vaccine at the Al-Hikmah Vaccination Centre in Batley, northern England on Monday (AFp)

‘Aaah!" shouted one instruc-
tor, prompting laughter from the
audience of volunteers as one
participant stuck a needle into
the false shoulder tied around
her arm.

Another instructor from the
St John Ambulance service,
which specialises in first aid ed-
ucation, told the volunteers to

push the needle ‘deep into the
muscle’.

"Without sounding too
cheesy | thought this was a
great opportunity to come to-
gether to help heal the world,”
office assistant Katherine Odell
explained.

The 35 year old said she was-
n't afraid of going out to admin-

ister the shot despite the
amount of information she has
to assimilate.

She admitted there was ‘al-
ways a risk’ when faced with the
disease but you ‘keep to the
rules as much as you can’.

Eimear Herlihy (31) ex-
plained she was used to seeing
patients every day as a dentist.

“I'm just really eager for
things to go back to normal, so
any way that | can help | want
to be able to help,” she added.

A 19 year old medical stu-
dent at Cambridge University,
Shaun Wilson said it was ‘excit-
ing' to take the theory he had
learned and ‘apply it into some-
thing that really can make a dif-
ference’.

Volunteers from all walks of
life are among the 30,000 indi-
viduals who will be recruited by
St John Ambulance to adminis-
ter the Pfizer-BioNTech and As-
traZeneca vaccines currently
authorised for general use in UK
vaccination centres.

The training day in Canary
Wharf, which is replicated reg-
ularly across the UK, allows
knowledge acquired during 15
hours of online courses to be
put into practice. At the end of
their instruction, the volunteers
are immersed in a fake vaccina-
tion centre. “Volunteers are ab-
solutely essential to this
vaccination programme be-
cause what they bring is scale
and capacity,” Fazackerley said.
AFP

oured at all costs,” she said.

“The Libyan people are behind
you. They support you and they
want you to succeed. They need
you to succeed. Don't let them
down.”

Libya has been torn by civil
war since a NATO-backed upris-
ing led to the ouster and killing of

long-time dictator Moammar
Gadhafi in 2011. The country is
now split between the Tripoli-
based Government of National
Accord (GNA) and its rival, the
eastern-based House of Repre-
sentatives backed by military
strongman Khalifa Haftar.

AFP

Palestinians to launch
vaccinations in 2 weeks

Ramallah, Palestinian Terri-
tories - The Palestinians are
to receive a first batch of
50,000 coronavirus vaccines
by mid-February, when the
authorities launch inocula-
tions in the West Bank and
Gaza, Prime Minister Mo-
hammed Shtayyeh said on
Monday.

Speaking ahead of a Pales-
tinian Authority weekly cabi-
net meeting, Shtayyeh said
the procurement had been
secured through various

sources, including the UN-
backed Covax programme,
set up to provide vaccines to
less wealthy states.

“Vaccination will start in
the middle of this month,”
Shtayyeh said.

The Prime Minister said
the vaccines would be allo-
cated to the 2.8mn Palestini-
ans in the occupied West
Bank and the two million peo-
ple in the Gaza Strip, which is
controlled by the Hamas
movement.

UK hits vaccination
‘landmark’ in care homes

London, UK - All elderly peo-
ple living in English care
homes who are eligible for
the vaccine have now been
offered their first injection,
the National Health Service
(NHS) said on Monday.

‘The NHS vaccination pro-
gramme, nurses, GPs and
other NHS staff have offered
the life-saving jab to people
living at more than 10,000
care homes with older resi-
dents,’ said NHS England.

A small number of homes
have had their visits deferred
due to severe local outbreaks,
and will be seen shortly, while
some residents were unable
to receive their first dose ‘for
other clinical reasons’, it
added.

“Today marks a crucial
milestone in our ongoing race
to vaccinate the most vulner-
able,” Prime Minister Boris
Johnson said.

AFP
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Yangon, Myanmar - Myanmar's
military seized power in a
bloodless coup on Monday, de-
taining democratically elected
leader Aung San Suu Kyi as it
imposed a one-year state of
emergency.

The intervention ended a
decade of civilian rule in Myan-
mar, with the military justifying
its power grab by alleging fraud
in the November elections that
Suu Kyi's National League for
Democracy (NLD) party won in
a landslide.

The coup sparked global con-
demnation, with the United
States leading calls for democ-
racy to be immediately restored.

Suu Kyi and President Win
Myint were detained in the cap-
ital Naypyidaw before dawn,
party spokesman Myo Nyunt
told AFP, just hours before par-
liament was meant to recon-
vene for the first time since the
elections.

The military sealed off roads
around the capital with armed
troops, trucks and armoured
personnel carriers. Military hel-
icopters flew across the city.

The military then declared,
via its own television channel, a
one-year state of emergency
and announced that former gen-
eral Myint Swe would be acting
president for the next year.

It alleged ‘huge irregularities’
in the November polls that the
election commission had failed
to address.

“As the situation must be re-
solved according to the law, a
state of emergency is declared,”
the announcement said.

The army later pledged to
hold fresh elections after the
year-long state of emergency.

‘We will perform real multi-
party democracy... with com-
plete balance and fairness,’ a
statement on the army’s official
Facebook page said.

Suu Kyiissued a pre-emptive
statement ahead of her deten-
tion calling on people 'not to ac-
cept a coup’, according to a post

Pisl

COUP IN MYANMAR
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Military detains Aung
San Suu Kyi before coup

A soldier stands guard on a blockaded road to Myanmar's parliament following the coup, in Naypyidaw on Monday (AFp)

on the official Facebook page of
the her party’s chairperson.

By evening, the military an-
nounced that pandemic preven-
tion  measures  will  be
‘effectively carried out with mo-
mentum’ - a hint that it would
bolster the COVID-19 restric-
tions that currently blanket
parts of the country.

Quash dissent

The military moved quickly to
stifle dissent, severely restrict-
ing the internet and mobile
phone communications across
the country.

In Yangon, the former capital
that remains Myanmar's com-
mercial hub, troops seized the
city hall just ahead of the an-
nouncement, according to an
AFP journalist.

AFP saw several trucks in
Yangon carrying army support-
ers, with Myanmar flags and
blaring nationalist songs, and
some NLD members reported
that security forces had ordered
them to stay at home.

Elsewhere, the chief minister

The United States opposes any
attempt to alter the outcome of
recent elections... and will take
action against those responsible if
these steps are not reversed

JEN PSAKI

of Karen state and several other
regional ministers were also
held, party sources told AFP.

However, the military did not
deploy masses of troops onto
Yangon's streets.

Swift condemnation
Washington was swift to react
to the news.

‘The United States opposes
any attempt to alter the out-
come of recent elections or im-
pede Myanmar's democratic
transition, and will take action
against those responsible if
these steps are not reversed,’
White House spokeswoman
Jen Psaki said in a statement.

UN Secretary General Anto-
nio Guterres, the European
Union, Britain and Australia

Come find freedom: North
Korean envoy told daughter

Seoul, South Korea - A senior
North Korean diplomat who
was acting ambassador to
Kuwait told his daughter they
were going to defect to the
South while pretending to drive
her to school, Ryu Hyun-woo
told media on Monday.

“Come with Mom and Dad
to find freedom,” Ryu recalled
telling his daughter in an inter-
view with CNN.

The teenager was ‘shocked’
at the sudden suggestion that
would change their lives, but
responded ‘okay’, he said - and
he took them instead to the
South Korean Embassy.

Ryu and his family reached
the capitalist, democratic
South in September 2019 but
their arrival was kept secret
until last week, and the inter-
view aired on Monday was his
first media communication.

About 30,000 North Kore-
ans have fled repression and
poverty to settle in the South,
almost all of them first secretly
crossing the porous border
with China.

Defections by senior offi-
cials are rare, although Ryu's
arrival came just two months

a4

Ryu Hyun-woo, former North

Korean ambassador to Kuwait

after the North's former acting
ambassador to Italy Jo Song Gil
also sought asylum.

Tae Yong-ho is another
high-profile defector who fled
his post as North Korea's
deputy ambassador to Britain in
2016. He was elected a South
Korean opposition MP last year
after publishing a best-selling
memoir that earned him
celebrity-like status.

After more than a year in the
South, Ryu asked his daughter
what she liked the most about
her new home.

“| like the fact that | can use
the internet as much as | want,”
she replied.

Ryu now worries about the
safety of his and his wife's ex-
tended families remaining in
the North.

The isolated regime is
known to punish relatives of
privileged defectors as a warn-
ing to others contemplating
similar decisions.

“| think that North Korea
having such feudal collective
familial punishment in the 21st
century is appalling,” said the
former diplomat, who teared
up while talking about his rela-
tives, including his 83 year old
mother.

“Any thought of them being
punished for what I've done
just hurts my heart.”

According to reports, Ryu is
the son-in-law of Jon Il Chun,
the former head of Office 39,
which manages the secret
funds of the North Korean
leadership. He became tempo-
rary acting ambassador in Sep-
tember 2017 after Kuwait
expelled envoy So Chang Sik
following the Gulf nation's
adoption of a UN resolution
over Pyongyang's weapons
programmes.

AFP

were among others to condemn
the coup.

China declined to criticise
anyone, instead calling for all
sides to ‘resolve differences’.

Myanmar's November polls
were only the second demo-
cratic elections the country had
seen since it emerged from the
49-year grip of military rule in
2011.

The NLD won more than 80
percent of the vote - increasing
its support from 2015.

Suu Kyi (75) is an immensely
popular figure in Myanmar for
her opposition to the military,
having spent the best part of
two decades under house arrest
during the previous dictator-
ship.

But the military has for weeks

complained the polls were rid-
dled with irregularities, and
claimed to have uncovered over
10mn instances of voter fraud.

Last week, military chief
General Min Aung Hlaing said
Myanmar's 2008 constitution
could be 'revoked’ under certain
circumstances.

Myanmar has seen two pre-
vious coups since independence
from Britain in 1948, one in 1962
and one in 1988.

Suu Kyi's previous opposition
to the military earned her the
Nobel peace prize.

But her international image
was shredded during her time in
power as she defended the mil-
itary-backed crackdown in 2017
against the country's Muslim
Rohingya community.

About 750,000 Rohingya
were forced to flee into neigh-
bouring Bangladesh during the
campaign, which UN investiga-
tors said amounted to genocide.

Suu Kyi went to the United
Nations to defend Myanmar
against the allegations.

AFP

Myanmar migrants hold up portraits of Aung San Suu Kyi as they

take part in a demonstration, in Bangkok on Monday (AFp)

Global reaction

United States

Newly appointed US Secre-
tary of State Antony Blinken
called on Myanmar's military
‘to release all government of-
ficials and civil society lead-
ers and respect the will of the
people of Burma as ex-
pressed in democratic elec-
tions on November 8'.

Britain

British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson condemned the
coup and Suu Kyi's detention.
‘The vote of the people must
be respected and civilian
leaders released,” he tweeted.

China

“Chinais a friendly neighbour
of Myanmar and hopes the
various parties in Myanmar
will appropriately resolve
their differences under the
constitutional and legal
framework to protect political
and social stability,” Foreign
Ministry spokesman Wang
Wenbin said.

Russia

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov told reporters that
Moscow was following de-
velopments in Myanmar, but
added that it was too early to
give an assessment.

United Nations

UN Secretary-General Anto-
nio Guterres ‘strongly’ con-
demned the military's
detention of Suu Kyi, Presi-
dent Win Myint and other
leaders. “These develop-
ments represent a serious
blow to democratic reforms
in Myanmar,” spokesman
Stephane Dujarric said.

Japan

‘We request the release of
stakeholders including state
counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi
who was detained today,’
Japan's Foreign Ministry said
in a statement urging ‘the na-
tional army to quickly restore
the democratic political sys-
tem in Myanmar'.

European Union
European Council President
Charles Michel strongly con-
demned the coup. ‘The out-
come of the elections has to
be respected and democratic
process needs to be re-
stored,’ he tweeted.

Australia

“We call on the military to re-
spect the rule of law, to re-
solve disputes through lawful
mechanisms and to release
immediately all civilian lead-
ers and others who have been
detained unlawfully,” Foreign
Minister Marise Payne said.

India

“We have noted the develop-
ments in Myanmar with deep
concern. India has always
been steadfast in its support
to the process of democratic
transition in Myanmar. We
believe that the rule of law
and the democratic process
must be upheld,” Ministry of
External Affairs said.

Turkey

“Turkey opposes all kinds of
coups and we expect the im-
mediate release of elected
leaders, political figures and
civilians who have been de-
tained,” the Foreign Ministry
said in a statement.

Hong Kong tycoon remains in jail after
landmark challenge to security law

Hong Kong, China - Hong Kong
media tycoon Jimmy Lai was or-
dered on Monday to remain in
jail while judges consider his
fresh bail application, the first
major legal challenge to a
sweeping national security law
Beijing imposed on the city last
year.

The landmark case puts the
city's independent judiciary on a
potentially precarious collision
course with China's authoritarian
leadership as Beijing seeks to
snuff out dissent in the restless
financial hub.

Lai (73), who owns the pro-
democracy tabloid Apple Daily,
is one of more than 100 democ-
racy supporters arrested under
the new law since it was enacted
in June, and the highest-profile
figure to be incarcerated on pre-
trial charges.

He has been charged with
‘colluding with foreign forces’ -
one of the new security crimes -
for allegedly calling for sanctions
on Hong Kong and China in re-
sponse to the crackdown on dis-
sent.

The security law is the most
dramatic shift in Hong Kong's re-
lationship with China since it was
handed back by Britainin 1997. It
criminalises a host of political

Media tycoon Jimmy Lai outside the Court of Final Appeal in Hong Kong on Monday (AFp)

views and toppled the legal fire-
wall between the two territories.

Written in Beijing and im-
posed by fiat, it allows mainland
security agents to operate
openly in the city for the first
time, and even grants China ju-
risdiction in some cases.

Another precedent-setting el-
ement of the law is no presump-
tion of bail - a hallmark of Hong
Kong's independent common
law legal system.

That is what Lai and his

lawyers were seeking to chal-
lenge on Monday.

Lai was detained in December
and initially granted bail after
agreeing to a stringent list of re-
quirements - including house ar-
rest and no interviews or social
media posts.

But he was put back behind
bars days later by the Court of
Final Appeal pending this week's
full hearing.

A panel of top judges will now
have to balance the wording of

Beijing's law against the city's
common law traditions, its mini-
constitution and its Bill of Rights,
which supposedly guarantee
freedom of speech and a pre-
sumption of bail for non-violent
crimes.

Legal analysts say the out-
come will give an indication of
whether Hong Kong's judiciary
will serve - or even can serve - as
any kind of constitutional brake
against Beijing's security law.
AFP
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LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22

Words come to you with ease. The moon floats through Libra,

ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19

Ease, good vibes, and lofty spirits are the hallmarks of Tuesday's
skies. The moon floats through peace-seeking Libra, attracting sweetening up your social life and giving you the tools to tell your
special attention to the interpersonal dynamics taking place in story. It's an ideal day for writing projects or important
your closest one-on-ones. Luna spends the day in an uplifting conversations, especially on the relationship front. The moon
connection with Jupiter and the sun, bringing benefits across forms a supportive link to uplifting Jupiter and the life-giving sun,

the board to any activity concerning social connections. helping instil strength and faith into rocky partnership narratives.

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20

You need something to sink your teeth into. The refreshed eager

VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22

It's easier than usual to cross things off your to-do list today.
attitude you're feeling towards your ambitions is only adding fuel The moon floats through balance-seeking Libra, forming strong
to your productivity-focused fire. The moon coasts through connections to capable Jupiter and the self-concerned sun.
socially smooth Libra, helping you apply rationale and people Any efforts aimed at getting ahead on the job front should be
skills to any productive efforts. Luna's strong link to Jupiter well-benefited today, as you're able to see the big picture

and the sun can help you take a leap of faith in your job. view of your goals and plough ahead with confidence.

GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 27

You inherently understand the importance of levity. Thus, you'll

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22

Tuesday's skies encourage you to turn your loving eye inward.
understand why the universe is nudging you towards having a The moon gallivants through your sign, reminding you to tune
good time as opposed to a productive time today. The moon floats back into your body, feelings, and most pressing personal
through socially sweet Libra all afternoon, revving your engines for needs. Luna enjoys a pleasant day, as she creates harmonious
romance and creative outlets. And her strong link to big-hearted links with feel-good Jupiter and the identity-affirming sun. This

Jupiter and the self-confident sun help keep you uplifted. makes it easy to bask in romance or other playful activities.

CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22 v ¥ SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21
N

Tuesday's skies are welcomingly restorative. A quiet day spent in \‘;’é}i The cosmos think you're in need of a break today. Let yourself

reflection is ideal, as the moon glides through peaceable Libra. ;“-‘ pull away and unwind in a way that soothes you, as the moon

Luna forms sweet connections with sun and Jupiter, which brings meanders through peace-craving Libra. Prioritise rest, hydration,

a sense of stability and growth towards any relationship concerns and recuperation—rather than pushing and ploughing ahead.
that have become frayed. Cosy up, clean up, and recreate a sense The day itself is relaxed too, as Luna forms supportive

of harmony in your humble abode to make the most of today. connections with good-vibes Jupiter and the life-giving sun.

g
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SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER 21
You don't have to be an island! The universe is nudging you to
reconnect with your people, as the moon glides through socially
smooth Libra. Luna spends the day in an uplifting connection
with your ruling planet, Jupiter, and the life-giving sun. This
pairing assists you in any communicative efforts needing to be
made today, and provides a much desired state of equilibrium.

~ You can't be missed under Tuesday's skies. There hasn't been a
more ideal day for pushing forward with your ambitions. Why
not reap the imminent rewards the universe is offering you?
Luna spends the day cruising through socially suave Libra,
attracting all eyes to your cause. Her strong link to Jupiter and
the sun helps you make big forward strides on the work front.

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18
Another day of the “same old, same old" is about to push you
over the edge. Feed your hunger for change and shake up your
environment in whatever way feels comfortable! No effort is too
small! The moon cruises through Libra, aligning with Jupiter and
the self-creating sun. This helps bring up your personality with an
added sparkle and charisma. Reap the cosmic rewards!

draining world of social interaction. The moon drifts through
Libra, directing your attention to any emotionally stirring stories
happening in your heart. Luna's promising link to the identity-
building sun and your ruling planet, spiritual Jupiter, help to
ground and uplift you—so long as you keep a low social profile.

f CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19

PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20

¥ Tuesday's cosmic landscape calls you away from the energy-
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TEST YOUR

1. The term of office of the UN
Secretary-General is

a. three years

b. four years

c. five years

d. six years

2. The Newspaper Paravada
is taken out in

a. London

b. Beijing

c. Jakarta

d. Moscow

3. The Olympic Symbol (Sum-
mer Games) comprises five
rings or circles linked together
to represent

a. the sporting friendship of all
people

b. the five continents

c. both (a) and (b)

d. None of the above
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LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1to 9 and

only one instance of each number
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ANSWER

Each game will present you with a matrix filled with letters.

The objective is to form words by linking adjacent letters - to the
left, right, on top, bottom, or

diagonal to each other.

The Boggles Classic game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words are valued at
one point for each letter in excess of two letters. A three letter word
is worth one point, a four letter word is

worth two points, and so on.

Valid words must be at least three letters long.

Lag)
-

Solution 20-25 words: Excellent, 15-20 words: Very good,
10-15 words: Good, 5-10 words: Average
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You have three minutes to

find all the words

contained in this word.

Rules: Words should be at
least four letters long, proper
nouns and duplicates don't

count
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Chapped lips

Chapped, or cracked, lips is the term
commonly used to describe dry lips.
Chapped lips can be caused by sev-
eral factors that include the weather,
excessive licking of the lips, as well
as certain medications.

Chapped lips are a common
condition that can happen to anyone,
especially during the winter months.
However, some people may develop
a more severe form of chapped lips
called cheilitis, caused by an infec-
tion.

Causes

Lips don't contain oil glands like other
parts of the skin. This means lips are
more susceptible to drying out and
becoming chapped (cracked). Lack
of moisture can make the problem
worse, whether it's weather-induced
or related to a lack of self-care.

Little humidity in the air during the
winter months is known to cause
chapped lips. Frequent sun exposure
in the summer can also worsen the
condition. Another common cause of
chapped lips is habitual licking. Saliva
from the tongue can further strip
the lips of moisture, causing more
dryness.

Remedies

Use lip balm

A good balm can buffer your delicate
lip skin from the elements. Choose
one high in emollients. Check the
ingredient list for petrolatum, which
locks in moisture, and dimethicone,
which seals off cracks and splits in
drying lips. Don't limit yourself to
products with the word balm in them.
Lip ointments are just as good a
choice.

Listen to your lips

Some treatments can do more harm
than good. Ingredients like eucalyp-
tus, menthol, and camphor can dry or
irritate your lips. Stay away from
them, especially if you have dry skin.
If you're allergic to plant-based oils
and moisturisers like beeswax, shea
butter, castor seed, and soybean oil,
switch to a petroleum jelly-based
product.

Frequent application
Whatever type of product you
choose, apply it before you put on lip-
stick or lip gloss, not after. To keep
your lips protected, reapply fre-
quently. You need about six to eight
coats during the day, so apply first
thing in the morning, last thing at
night, and every couple of hours dur-
ing the day. To make this easier,
stash a tube in your purse, one in the
car, a third on your desk, and another
near the bed.

Protect your lips outside
You cover your hands and feet when
the temperature drops - do the same
for your lips. Wear a scarf or a ski
mask that covers your mouth when
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you go out in the cold. And remem-
ber to choose a lip balm with broad
spectrum UV protection year-round.

Drink up
You know it has tonnes of benefits
for your body. One of those is to fight
the dehydration that leads to
chapped lips.

Use a humidifier

These devices provide the moisture
your lips and skin crave. It's great to
have one at work as well as at home,
especially during winter. Turn it on
at night to replenish your skin while
you sleep.

Don’t lick your lips

While it might seem like a good idea
at the time, running your tongue over
your lips is the worst thing you can do
for them. As your saliva dries, it takes
more moisture from your skin. Reach
for your lip balm instead.

Don’t peel or bite flaky
skin

The skin on your lips is thin and deli-
cate. Picking at it can cause it to bleed
and hurt, slow the healing process,
and cause more irritation. Also, don't
exfoliate it.
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Hubert Vaz

Fashion experts say, most people take just a few sec-
onds to glance at you and form an instant opinion
based on your appearance. And, your hair, watch and
shoes play an important part in them thinking about
how much importance you accord to personal style and
grooming!

If accessories play an important part in one's per-
sonal style and get-up, then paying utmost attention to
these everyday would be helpful to develop a signature
style or to be 'in style' with the trends of the season
when you are among people. So, there is enough rea-
son to work hard on your accessories to unleash the
favourable impression you want.

It is said, 'a woman makes an outfit her own by
adding accessories that she is fond of'. Accessories aim
to enhance the effect of clothes you wear but whether
they succeed or not depends on your sense of style, the
trend in fashion at that particular time, and the occa-
sion you are wearing it for.

Popular accessories range between anklets, belts,
bracelets and watches, handbags, umbrellas. And now,
even facemasks. People have a liking for a variety of

accessories which include bangles, necklaces, earrings,
handkerchiefs/scarves, shoes/sandals, hats/hairclips,
handbags/clutches, socks/stockings, veils and stols,
rings and pendants, also helmets and luggage. The in-
visible accessories, of course, include perfumes,
deodorants and bodysprays that provide a typical sen-
sory signature on their arrival.

Bangles, bracelets, brooches

Bangles and bracelets are fashion accessories worn
around the wrist since time immemorial. From tribals
to new age independent women, all have always treas-
ured the trinkets they wear around their wrists. The dif-
ference between a bangle and a bracelet is that a
bangle is more rigid than a bracelet while a bracelet is
more fluid and has room for varied styles, from a simple
set of links (as in a chain) to chunky strips, beads and
what have you. Bangles and bracelets exist in countless
forms in a lady's collection as one or two are never
enough. Brooches and pins, on the other hand, are tra-
ditionally used as fastenings to hold folds of fabric to-
gether. However, these have evolved as decorative
accessories to enhance the look and feel of an other-
wise simple outfit. Pins, when attached with an orna-
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ment on top of it, become brooches. They also serve as
fasteners of any other décor attached to one's attire,
such as a spray of flowers or ferns.

Purses, pouches, handbags

The purse, pouch, clutch or handbag has always been
one of the most popular accessories without which
many women just cannot go outdoors. While some
have the whole world in their handbag, others carry es-
sential items, from make-up kits to emergency medi-
cines in small purses/clutches. In fact, unlike men, all
women do not like to walk hands free, and so the purse
comes to their rescue. Handbags and clutches also re-
flect personal style, as well as taste - they also indicate
social status as well as mindset of the individual. So,
women are very careful in choosing these accessories
as they speak volumes about their own personality.

Facemasks, gloves, headwraps

While some people always had a fondness for face-
masks, gloves, headwraps and scarves, these have now
emerged as necessary elements of ones attire, in view
of the current pandemic. Especially, the facemask has
emerged as a essential fashion accessory which is now
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custom-made to suit varied tastes. Gloves, too, in cot-
ton, silk, wool and leather have always been a style
statement for some. However, these have now
emerged as essential accessories for many people. The
headdress or headwrap is an accessory that may have
religious or cultural connotations in different countries
but now they have become essential for people of all
cultures.

Watches and shoes

Though these are worn on two different ends on upper
an lower limbs, watches and shoes have always been
an important part of an individual's style quotient.
There are some people who have analyse one's total
personality by just taking a look at the watch and shoes
worn. And rightly so, these are available in countless
designs and to suit pockets of every size, giving a clear
indication of personal taste as well as status. The brand
of your watch and shoes seem to determine on which
rung you stand on the social ladder. However, there are
some people who care more for creativity and comfort
level, rather than value and esteem, when choosing
their watches or shoes and these can send the social
barometers for a tizzy.
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Areej al Balushi

My most favourite accessory
would be a classic bag, like the
Chanel flab bag, as it can complete
any style. It's a timeless piece.

Emily Shotter

| probably never go out without
some cat fur... it's the new trend!
And of course no outfit of mine is
complete without it (I have a few
pet cats at home). | don't have an
accessory 'vice' that | can't live
without. Each day and outfit is dif-
ferent for me.

Dr Mary Ann

My favourite accessories are
scarves and brooches. The scarf, is
versatile and creates an air of for-
mality with either a woggle,
brooch, or a fancy knot, depending
on the occasion. The brooch adds
an air of sophistication to any outfit
- it's design and colour creates a
story. My wardrobe is incomplete
without a collection of scarves and
brooches.

Azra Aleem

My most favourite accessory is my
handbag. | have many different
ones and often mix and match
them with my outfits. It's also an
essential part of my attire as it car-
ries other personal items like my
phone, my keys, etc. It's basically
like a mini emergency kit.

Shalini Kumar

As an artist, it comes naturally to
me to match my accessories with
my outfit, whether its Indian or
Western. My most beloved fashion
accessory is earrings. Without
matching earrings, | feel incom-
plete, as if something is missing. |
feel very confident when | wear
nice, matching, beautiful earrings.

Deepti Rawal

My most favourite fashion acces-
sory is my handbag. It's like a mini
home for me - so useful in carrying
all cosmetics, necessities, first-aid
medicines, extra masks, sun
glasses, cash and credit cards, 1D
cards, mobile phone and much
more. In fact, I'd surely not step out
of my house without my bag.
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Australian Open delay gave
me time to get fit: Serena

Melbourne, Australia - Serena
Williams admitted on Monday
that she might have been forced
to skip the Australian Open if it
hadn't been delayed over the
coronavirus, saying she needed
extra time to shake off the
achilles injury which cut short her
2020 season.

Serena, who beat Daria
Gavrilova in her Yarra Valley
Classic opener in Melbourne,
suffered the injury at last year's
US Open then withdrew from the
French Open before the second
round, ending her 2020
campaign.

But the 39 year old, who will
launch her latest attempt for a
record-equalling 24th Grand
Slam title next week, got extra
time to recover when the Open
was postponed for three weeks
over coronavirus complications.

"l couldn't practice because of
my achilles," she told reporters.

"I needed time. | don't think |
would have been here if it was
during the regular season.

"(The delay) was an
unwanted blessing.

"| definitely was pushing the
limits, but I'm here."

The seven-time Australian
Open champion started slug-
gishly, losing the first three
points on serve, before quickly
overpowering the Australian.

Gavrilova, ranked 451, was
overmatched against her idol but
used her speed around the court
to make Serena work harderina
more competitive second set.

The American, though, had all
the answers and it was a sharp
performance from Serena, who
lifted the intensity in her second
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Serena Williams of the US hits a return against Australia's Daria Gavrilova during their Yarra Valley Classic match in Melbourne on Monday (AFP)

match back after defeating world
No 3 Naomi Osaka in an
exhibition in Adelaide on Friday.

Serena, looking to get
matches under her belt before
the Australian Open, will next
play Tsvetana Pironkova of
Bulgaria in the round of 16.

In the night match, world
No 2 Simona Halep wore
down Anastasia Potapova from
Russia with a 6-4, 6-4 victory in
the Gippsland Trophy.

The two-time Grand Slam
champion was pushed but
claimed her second straight
scalp having beaten top-ranked
Ashleigh Barty in Adelaide.

"l knew it was going to be a
difficult match because she hits
very strongly and I'm happy to
get through,” she said.

Earlier, teenage sensation
Coco Gauff showed only
glimpses of the form that fuelled
her dazzling run at last year's

AO

austrafian open

Australian  Open during a
gruelling three-set victory over Jil

Teichmann at the Gippsland
Trophy.

The 16 year old overcame a
mid-match stutter to win 6-3,
6-7 (6-8), 7-6 (7-5) in two hours
and 45 minutes.

"All the training | did in the
off-season meant | was able to
go through three tough sets and
not get tired," she said.

The American was one of the
stories of Melbourne last year,
where she upset reigning cham-

pion Osaka in straight sets in the
third round.

World No 5 Elina Svitolina
also moved through with a
comfortable 6-1, 6-4 victory
over former top-ten player
Andrea Petkovic of Germany.

The two WTA events are
being played concurrently at
Melbourne Park as players
prepare for the Australian Open
starting on February 8.

AFP

Moutet upsets
Tiafoe, Gasquet
crashes out

Melbourne, Australia -
France's Corentin Moutet
burnished his credentials
with a battling come-from-
behind win over American
Frances Tiafoe, but his
veteran compatriot Richard
Gasquet crashed at the first
hurdle as the ATP Tour
resumed on Monday.

NextGen star Moutet, 21,
posted a career-best result
when he stormed into the
final of the Qatar Open as a
qualifier last year, finishing
runner-up to Russian world
No 8 Andrey Rublev.

And he started 2021 well,
ousting 2019 Australian
Open quarterfinalist Tiafoe
3-6, 6-4, 6-4 in the Murray
River Open, one of two ATP
events being run concur-
rently at Melbourne Park. "It
was so nice to play a
match,” Moutet said.

"It was a long time since
I've played, especially in
front of people. It wasn't an
easy one, because | had to
play against a tough oppo-
nent who is a great player. A
tough match, but definitely
a lot of pleasure.”

But 14" seed Gasquet
didn't fare as well, crashing
to 194" ranked American
Mackenzie McDonald 7-6
(7-2), 7-5. Fellow American
Tommy Paul, the 15" seed,
was another winner, motor-
ing past Briton Cameron
Norrie in three sets.

Top seeds Stan
Wawrinka and  Grigor
Dimitrov had byes into the
second round. Slovenian 13t
seed Aljaz Bedene and
big-serving South African
Kevin  Anderson  were
among the winners in the
Great Ocean Road Classic.
AFP

Easy wins for Al Waad
and ldeal International

CRICKET

Anumodh Narayanan's half-cen-
tury guided Al Waad Trading
and Contracting Enterprises to a
62-run win over OCT Al Amerat
and Salman Khan's 83 off 37 led
Ideal International to a six-wicket
victory against Khalsa United in
Oman Cricket C Division T20
games at Al Amerat over the
weekend.

In the D Division T20

matches, Sebastian  Ciril's
unbeaten 61
and Aasim

Mohammed's
allround display
steered Van-
derlande to a
six-wicket win wi®
against Al
Rehwan  and
Santhosh Varikkath hit 80 to
power Spanio & VDD to a
54-run win over OCT Mabela.

BRIEF SCORES

AlWaad Trad & Con-
tracting  Enterprises  193-8
(Narayanan 53, Pradeesh Kumar
40, Parthipan Krishnan 40; Khalid

Sebastian Ciril (L), Aasim Mohammed

Pir 2-23, Said Haidar 2-32) beat
OCT Al Amerat 131-5 (Ejaz
Mohammed 36, Sulaiman Haider
35; Mohammed Malick 2-14).

Khalsa United CT
158-6 (Sushil Kadam 53; Sameer
Sheik 2-17) lost to Ideal Interna-
tional 162-4in16.2 overs (Salman
Khan 83, Tosim Khan 39).

Al Rehwan 162 all out
in 19.3 overs (Jibin Kunnumpu-

rath 70, Thy-
seer Hyderali
35; Irtaza
3-19,  Aasim
3-29, Mo-

hammed Muz-
aiyen 2-31) lost
to Vanderlande
163-4 in 18
overs (Sebastian Ciril 61, Aasim
40; Raniz Mohammed 2-29).

& "'ff

Spanio & VDD 194-9
in 19.3 overs (Varikkath 80;
Warith  al  Balushi  4-36,
Mohammed Nadim 3-33) beat
OCT Al Mabela 140-5 (Warith
45, Nadim 37; Varikkath 2-15).

Gasly becomes latest F1
driver to test positive

Paris, France - French driver
Pierre Gasly on Sunday became
the sixth Formula One driver to
test positive for COVID-19 but
insisted: "I'm feeling OK".

The 24 year old AlphaTauri
driver said he was self-isolating
at home.

"l wanted to let you know that
| have tested positive for
COVID-19. | have told everyone
| have been in contact with dur-
ing these last few days," Gasly
wrote in a statement on Twitter.

"l am feeling OK and will con-
tinue to follow my training plan
from home while | remain in iso-
lation."

Gasly, who claimed a career
first win at the Italian Grand Prix
last season and finished tenth in
the standings, is the latest star of
the F1 grid to test positive in re-
cent months.

World  champion  Lewis
Hamilton missed the Sakhir GP
in Bahrain before returning for
the season finale in Abu Dhabi.

Earlier this month, Ferrari

Pierre Gasly

driver Charles Leclerc an-
nounced he had tested positive
for COVID-19, two days after
Formula One was forced to post-
pone two of this season's Grands
Prix in Australia and China.
British McLaren driver Lando
Norris tested positive while on
holiday in Dubai after the conclu-

sion of the 2020 season.

Sergio Perez tested positive
for the coronavirus and missed
last season's British Grand Prix.

His Racing point teammate
Lance Stroll had to sit out the
Eifel Grand Prix in Germany
because of the virus.

AFP
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Spectators likely to be
allowed at second Test

Members of India and England squads clear COVID-19 tests

INDIA VS ENGLAND

TEST SERIES

Chennai, India - The second
India-England Test in Chennai
will not be played behind closed
doors as the BCCI has informally
given permission to the Tamil
Nadu  Cricket  Association
(TNCA) to open its gates for
spectators, up to a 50% capacity.

The |,J, and K stands of the
MA Chidambaram Stadium will
likely be opened to public,
pending state government clear-
ance, for the second Test starting
February 13. The ticket details
and standard operating proce-
dures for crowds will be released
when formal approval arrives.

It is understood that TNCA
had approached the BCCI to
allow fans up 50% of the
ground's capacity during the
second Test. Media personnel
are also likely to be allowed at
the stadium, albeit from the first
Test itself, should the BCCI ap-
prove these measures formally.

Neither spectators nor media
personnel were allowed at the
seven venues where India's only
domestic tournament so far this
season - the recent Syed Mush-
tag Ali T20 Trophy - was held.

If spectators are indeed
allowed, it would signal a change
in course for both the BCCI and
the TNCA, who had recently
informed its members that the
stadium would not allow crowds
for the two Tests.

Although the Indian govern-
ment has ruled that spectators
can be allowed at 50% capacity
for outdoor sports, the decision
was said to be taken so as 'not to
take any kind of risk with the
safety of the players'.

"For outdoor events,
spectators will be allowed upto a
maximum of 50% of the total
capacity of the stadium," the In-
dian ministry of youth affairs and
sports had said on December 26
in a note, which was part of the
'standard operating procedures
and guidelines for conducting
sporting competition in India in
the COVID-19 environment'.
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Nothing official has been
communicated on the subject
yet. "We are not going to
comment on speculation. We
are still waiting to hear from the
BCCl in terms of their protocols
for the forthcoming Test series,”
a representative of the England
touring party said.

Meanwhile, all members of
the India and England Test
squads have returned negative
COVID-19 tests and have been
cleared to exit their bio-secure
bubbles for training in the lead up
to the first Test, which starts
February 5. The two teams had

India’s Rohit Sharma with a teammate at the outdoor session on Monday

been in mandatory six-day quar-
antines after arriving in Chennai.

While England will train, as
per schedule, from Tuesday af-
ternoon, India began their prepa-
rations on Monday evening. A
team statement said, "The Indian
Cricket Team completed their
quarantine period today in
Chennai. Three RT-PCR tests for
COVID-19 were conducted at
regular intervals and all tests
have returned negative results.
The team had their first outdoor
session today and nets sessions
will begin from tomorrow."

Cricinfo

India’s captain Virat Kohli arrives at the Chepauk Stadium on Monday

Pakistan head coach Misbah ul Haq

Misbah ‘prepared
to drop spinners’
if pitch unsuitable

PAKISTAN VS SOUTH AFRICA
SECOND TEST

Rawalpindi, Pakistan - Pakistan
head coach Misbah ul Haqg has
said he is prepared to drop
spinners, despite their stellar
contributions to the team's win in
the first Test against South
Africa, if the Rawalpindi pitch
favours the fast bowlers.

But at the same time, he said
Pakistan were looking to prepare
a drier surface than normal in
Pindi, which would theoretically
assist the slower bowlers more.

Pakistan lead the two-match
Test series 1-0 after their victory
in Karachi. The second Test
begins on Thursday.

In the last five years, pacers
have had significantly more joy in
Rawalpindi. They have averaged
21.40, picking up 498 wickets at
the venue in first-class cricket,
with spinners responsible for just
72 wickets at 34.18 with a strike
rate of 67.50.

The recent record raises ques-
tions about whether
Pakistan can afford to go in with
the same spin-heavy strategy
that masterminded their Karachi
win, where Nauman Ali and Yasir
Shah combined to take 14 of
South Africa's 20 wickets.

This is a departure from the
tactics  Pakistan  employed
against Bangladesh in Pindi last
year, where Yasir was the only
frontline spinner alongside three
quick bowlers.

In Karachi, the weather was
drier and the groundsmen kept
the pitch covered to ensure it
retained some moisture, but
even so, 14 wickets fell on the
first day.

In Pindi, however, the cooler
weather means groundstaff are
exposing it to the sun to allow the
moisture to evaporate.

"The weather and pitch is
different from what we got in
Karachi but we will take a call
closer to the game," Misbah said
after the first day of training
session in Rawalpindi stadium.

"We are open for change if
needed and it's not compulsory
to play a spinner just because he
did well in Karachi. If it's quite ev-
ident that the surface isn't suiting
a spinner, we are ready to bring
in a fast bowler."

"We are trying to accrue
maximum home advantage.
Normally in first-class cricket
here (in Rawalpindi), this pitch is
much greener and in between
games, there isn't much time for
them to dry as moisture stays in.
But recently the pitch got enough
time with sunlight which is good
and | am hoping to have it on a
drier side just according to what
we asked for."

Misbah added, "lt was a
much-needed win in Karachi and
the best part was the fightback
from a difficult situation, which
was outstanding. Now, we are
guarding against complacency.
The conditions are likely to be
different but we have to carry on
with all the good things we did in
the first Test and look out for the
areas where we can improve.
We know South Africa is a tough
team and they will come hard
with full preparation to square
the series but we have to be
ready and go full throttle to win
the series."

Cricinfo

BCCI secretary
Shah elected
chief of ACC

Mumbai, India - BCCI secretary
Jay Shah was on Saturday
elected president of the Asian
Cricket Council (ACC) following
the continental body's annual
general meeting held virtually.

Shah, 32, replaced Bangladesh
Cricker Board (BCB) president
Nazmul Hassan in the post, and
is the youngest administrator to
be appointed ACC president.

The ACC is responsible for
organising the Asia Cup
tournaments, including the
senior men, women and U19
boys' competitions. Last year the
ACC decided to postpone the
men's tournament owing to the
pandemic, with June 2021 and Sri
Lanka jotted down as the date
and venue. Pakistan, who were
meant to host the 2020 edition,
were awarded the hosting rights
for the 2022 edition.

Cricinfo

MODERN
EXCHANGE

87% of our remittances to India
got credited within 3 Minutes

Our key Features :

(> i @ RS
limn@m 98082701 / 98081705 / 9BDETTOY

@modemexchangeoman  www.modemexchange.com

REMIT TO INDIA

* Credit to account in-minutes up to 10 lakhs
« Free Insurance coverage RO1,250 «Best foreign exchange rate.

HIGH ENERGY EFFICIENGY ™= "
HIGH POWER SAVING

Send your comments to muscatdaily@apexmedia.co.om

S50
Genetco

GEMERAL FLECTRSC & TRADSG COLL T

MUSCAT
97693496, 96742452 = 79011363

Available at

Major Hypermarkets & Electronics Retailers

CRNo lodsel W

SALALAH |



16 | MUSCAT DAILY | TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 02, 2021

Major sports events put off

» 2021 Tour of Oman postponed, confirms one of the world’s leading cycling teams
» Three international motorsport events due in Feb-March suspended until further notice

Ashok Purohit
Muscat

The announcement by the Oman
Automobile Association (OAA)
on Monday that three upcoming
international motorsport events,
scheduled in February and
March, have been postponed
was on expected lines in view of
the ongoing COVID-19 situation.
Last week, the OAA had
pushed forward two of the three
events - the 2021 Oman
International Drift Championship
(OIDC) and the Oman Rally
Sohar International - by a week.
However, following the recent
directives of the Supreme
Committee incharge of dealing
with  COVID-19, the OAA
tweeted on Monday that the
OIDC, Oman Rally Sohar
International and the MENA
Karting Nations Cup
Championship  have  been
postponed until further notice.
The first round of OIDC was
scheduled to be held on February

According to an
OAA official,
new dates will
be announced
only after
consultations
with various
stakeholders

11-12 while the rally, which would
have been the second-leg of the
FIA.  Middle East Rally
Championship (MERC), was to
be held from February 25-27.
The MENA Karting Nations
Cup was due to be held from
March 2-6.

According to an OAA official,
new dates will be announced
only after consultations with
various stakeholders and he
‘expected that the events may be
held later in the year'.

February and March were

A file photo of drifters in action during the 2020 Oman International Drift Championship in Muscat

expected to be busy months for
Oman, with five major interna-
tional sporting events scheduled.
But the COVID-19 situation has
now forced the postponement of
four  international  events,
officially confirmed by the
respective organisers.

Earlier this week, the 2021
Oman Open, a European Tour
tournament, due to be held at the
Al Mouj Golf in March was
postponed by the European Tour
in consultations with Oman Golf
Association.
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One of the biggest global
attractions in Muscat in February
is the Tour of Oman cycling race.
Muscat Municipality, the local
organisers, have yet to formally
confirm the cancellation or the
postponement of the event.

However, one of the world's
leading cycling teams - UAE
Team Emirates - has confirmed
to Muscat Daily that the race has
been postponed. In an email,
UAE Team Emirates press officer
said that they have received
information of the 2021 edition

being postponed though no new
dates have been given. The 2021
Tour of Oman was due to be held
from February 9-14 and is part of
the annual UCI ProSeries.

A senior member of the
Oman Cycling  Association
(OCA) also confirmed to Muscat
Daily that the Tour has been
postponed. The previous Tour of
Oman was held in 2019 as the
2020 edition got cancelled fol-
lowing the death of the Late His
Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said.

© @ashokmuscat

Liverpool back in the groove;
Tottenham suffer shock loss

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
London, UK - Mohamed Salah
scored twice as Liverpool
muscled their way back into the
English Premier League (EPL)
title race with a 3-1 win at West
Ham on Sunday.

Jurgen  Klopp's injury-hit
champions appeared to have lost
their way after a five-game
winless spell but are back on
track after beating Tottenham
and West Ham in the space of 72
hours.

And later in an evening
kick-off Tottenham suffered a
shock O-1 defeat at Brighton.

Two goals from Egypt interna-
tional Salah and a late Georginio
Wijnaldum effort lifted them to
40 points after 21 games, a single
point behind Manchester United
and four behind leaders
Manchester City.

Salah, who had not scored in
six EPL matches, put the visitors
ahead in the 57t minute with a
fine curling lob over Lukasz
Fabianski and added the second
after a lightning break following
a West Ham corner.

Liverpool grabbed a third
when  substitutes  Roberto
Firmino and Alex Oxlade-Cham-
berlain combined to set up
Wijnaldum for a tap-in before a
late consolation for West Ham's

Craig Dawson. Salah is the first
player to score at least 20 goals
in all competitions in four
consecutive seasons for Liver-
pool since lan Rush in the 1980s.

"It was a great game, a very
professional game, very con-
trolled against usually a flying
side," Klopp told Sky Sports.

"We didn't create enough in
the first half. We made little ad-
justments at half-time and it paid
off. We scored three unbeliev-
able goals."

Jose  Mourinho's  Spurs,
without the injured Harry Kane,
slipped to their second
successive defeat, courtesy of a
first-half goal for Brighton's
Leandro Trossard at Amex
Stadium.

Tottenham, who topped the
table last month, remain in sixth
place, 11 points behind City and
six  behind  fourth-placed
Leicester, though they have a
game in hand.

Mourinho admitted his 'sad’
Tottenham flops 'lacked energy’

"We didn't start well. In the
first half | felt the team was
probably too sad with the goal
conceded and the situation,”
Mourinho said.

"There was a lack of energy. In
the last 25, 30 minutes they
gave everything but of course

Liverpool's Mohamed Salah (right) celebrates with Jordan Henderson after scoring against West Ham on Sunday

with some limitations.

"The boys showed great spirit
in the second half and showed
they are suffering. They tried to
fight against that sadness."

Fourth-bottom Brighton
moved seven points clear of the
relegation zone.

ITALIAN LEAGUE

Roma stay third

Milan, Italy - Roma maintained
third spot in Serie A on Sunday
with a 3-1win over Hellas Verona
to keep the pressure on the
Milan teams leading the title
race. Captain Edin Dzeko was

again sidelined after a fall-out
with coach Paulo Fonseca, but
Roma shrugged off his absence
to stay six points behind leaders
AC Milan and four adrift of Inter.

The capital side were three
goals up after half an hour at the
Stadio Olimpico, despite losing
English defender Chris Smalling
to ainjury in the first half.

Gianluca Mancini rose to head
in a corner in the 20th minute to
get Roma into their stride, and
two minutes later Borja Mayoral
teed up Henrikh Mkhitaryan for
a second.

Mayoral added the third

himself just before the half-hour,
finishing off after Verona
goalkeeper Marco  Silvestri
cleared a Lorenzo Pellegrini
volley into the Spaniard's path.

Napoli, in fifth, a further two
points adrift, rebounded with a
2-0 win against Parma.

OTHER RESULTS
FRENCH LEAGUE:
Sunday: Nantes 1 Monaco 2

GERMAN LEAGUE
Sunday: VL Wolfsburg 3
Freiburg O.
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Barcelona's Lionel Messi (right) celebrates with teammates

Maessi shows his worth

SPANISH LEAGUE

Madrid, Spain - Lionel Messi
underlined his worth to
Barcelona by scoring a sensa-
tional free-kick on Sunday in a
2-1win over Athletic Bilbao.

Barca's win at least
maintains their momentum
while Messi's 650" club goal
may have carried extra
satisfaction for the Argentin-
ian, who had the details of his
contract published in the
Spanish newspaper El Mundo
on Saturday night.

El Mundo claimed the deal
signed by Messi in 2017
shows he could earn up to
US$670.3mn over its four
years, describing it as 'the
colossal contract that ruined
Barcelona'.

"Someone has done it with
bad intentions to cause
problems," said Ronald Koe-
man. "You have to respect a
player who has given so much
to Spanish football and to this

club. | didn't have any doubts
that it wouldn't affect him on
the pitch."

Few can argue with Messi's
contribution in that regard,
with the 33 year old showing
against Bilbao why the club
have gone to such lengths to
keep him. Bilbao briefly drew
level through a Jordi Alba
own-goal early in the second
half but Antoine Griezmann's
strike secured Barca their third
consecutive victory, with Ous-
mane Dembele and Frenkie de
Jong both
impressive again.

Asked what Messi worth is
to the team, Griezmann said:
"What a question, we are
enjoying him, he is a legend. |
hope we can keep enjoying
him for many more years."

In  another match on
Sunday, hosts Granada was
held to a goalless draw by
Celta Vigo.
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