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ALNUAMANI RECEIVES
ENVOY OF THE PHILIPPINES ‘
TO SULTANATE

Gen. Sultan Mohammed Al
Nuwamani, Minister of the Royal
Office received on Monday
Kiejoo Kim, Ambassador of

the Republic of Korea to the
Sultanate of Oman. >A5
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SUMMER CAMP FOR STUDENTS

OF SCHOOLS INMUTTRAH ORGANISED

Scientific College of Design organised {*

Dar Al Atta’a Association and the

a summer work camp with the

participation of a number of students

from the schools of Muttrah who are
under the umbrella of families with

limited income. >A5
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TOP THREE INSIDE STORIES

Test for India travel

PCR tests are mandatory
for unvaccinated people
travelling to India. >A3

UK journalist hody

The wife of British
journalist said that his

body has been found. >A6

OMR7mn steel unit

Land lease for OMR7mn
steel project in Sohar Port
and Freezones inked. >B1
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HIS MAJESTY THE SULTAN, TANZANIAN
PRESIDENT HOLD BILATERAL MEETING

His Majesty

and Tanzanian
President discuss
ways to boost ties

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik and Presi-
dent Samia Suluhu Hassan of
the United Republic of Tanza-
nia held a bilateral meeting at
the Al Alam Palace on Monday.

During the meeting, the two
leaders completed discussions
on bilateral relations between
the two countries and ways
to promote them in various
spheres to serve the common
interests of their peoples. They
also reviewed a number of mat-
ters of interest to both sides.

The meeting was attended
from the Omani side by Sayyid
Badr Hamad Al Busaidi, Foreign
Minister and Dr. Hamad Said Al
Aufi, Head of the Private Office,
while from the Tanzanian side it
was also attended by Ambassa-
dor Mbarouk Nassoro Mbarouk,
Deputy Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs and East African Coopera-
tion, and Sospeter Matwali, Pri-
vate Secretary of the Tanzanian
President. — ona
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Oman and Tanzania
sign several MoUs

MUSCAT: The Sultanate of
Oman and the United Repub-
lic of Tanzania signed several
memoranda of understand-
ing (MoUs) in the presence of
President Samia Suluhu Has-
san of the United Republic of
Tanzania at Al Bustan Palace
Hotel on Monday.

The MoUs cover fields of en-
ergy, tourism, natural resourc-
es, higher education, training
and national museums.

A trilateral MoU was also
signed between Oman Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry
(OCCI), Tanzanian Chamber
of Commerce, Industry and
Agriculture (TCCIA) and
Zanzibar National Chamber of
Commerce (ZNCC).

A memorandum was also
signed between Oman Invest-
ment Authority (OIA) and Zan-
zibar Investment Promotion
Authority (ZIPA).

MoUs were also signed
between Oman Airports
Management Company
and Kilimanjaro Interna-
tional Airport, and between

Tanzanian President briefed on
objectives of Dar Al Hanan >A2

Oman, Tanzania explore ways to
enhance investment fies >A2

Oman Society for Petroleum
Services (OPAL) and the
Association of Tanzania Oil
and Gas Service Providers
(ATOGS), and between Al
Bashayer Meat company and
the National Company for
Live Animals and between
Oman Food Investment Hold-
ing Company (OFIC) and
the Tanzanian Horticultural
Association.

Sayyid Badr Hamad Al
Busaidi, Foreign Minister told
Oman News Agency (ONA)
that an investment fund be-
tween the Sultanate of Oman
and the United Republic of
Tanzania was established.

The fund will invest in
projects of value to the two
countries in various fields,
including agriculture, fishing
and mining. >A4

OWN AN APARTMENT STARTING FROM 39 . 000 -

J_,

RIMA

BUSHAR

)l Q" sz PAY

DOWN
A O AR | PAYMENT

80% A
© HANDOVER




A2 ‘ TUESDAY, JUNE 14, 2022

VAN

. ~
7 > N

0O

TIMES OF OMAN

rafeeq.om

PRAYER
TIMINGS

Dhuhr,

12:12pm

e 3:30pm
..B:59pm

Maghrib...
Isha 8:21pm
Fajr (Tomorrow) ... 3:52am

Tanzanian President briefed on

facilities for child

Dar Al Hanan gives
accommodation

and food to children
suffering from cancer,
and also provides
transport to the
hospital during their
treatment

MUSCAT: President Samia Su-
luhu Hassan of the United Re-
public of Tanzania visited Dar
Al Hanan of Oman Cancer Asso-
ciation (OCA) in the Wilayat of
Bausher on Monday.

The Tanzanian President toured

.

various sections of Dar Al Hanan
during which she was briefed
on objectives and roles of Dar Al
Hanan. She was also briefed on
facilities and services rendered
to children with cancer, whether
at the Royal Hospital or Sultan
Qaboos University Hospital or
Khoula Hospital.

Dr. Waheed Ali Al Kharousi,
Chairman of Dar Al Hanan’s
Board of Directors, gave a pres-
entation to the Tanzanian
President. The presentation
introduced the OCA and Dar Al
Hanan project. He also spoke
about the association’s objec-
tives, work mechanisms and ser-

vices rendered to patients.

Dar Al Hanan provides accom-
modation and food for children
with cancer and their families, as
well as providing transport ser-
vices to the hospital during their
treatment and ensuring that the
patients stick to their treatment
programme. Those treatments

include chemical therapy for ex-
ternal patients or radiotherapy.

Support and guidance

Dar Al Hanan also provides moral
support and guidance for the fami-
lies, as well as helping patients and
their families in administrative
procedures related to healthcare.

ren with cancer

s

The Tanzanian President was
greeted upon her arrival at Dar
Al Hanan by Yuthar Mohammed
Al Rawahi, Founder of the Oman
Cancer Association and Dar Al
Hanan project and Waheed Ali Al
Kharousi, Chairman of the asso-
ciation’s Board of Directors.

S—

-ONA

Oman, Tanzania explore ways to enhance investment

MUSCAT: President Samia Su-
luhu Hassan of the United Repub-
lic of Tanzania met on Monday
with some businessmen from both
countries on the sidelines of the
Oman-Tanzania Business Forum.
The forum, organised by Oman
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Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try (OCCI), was held at Al Bustan
Palace Hotel. It explored means
of enhancing economic and in-
vestment cooperation, as well as
boosting trade exchange.

In her statement to the fo-

rum, President Samia expressed
her thanks to the government of
Oman for supporting Tanzania
throughout the last decades. The
Tanzanian President reaffirmed
the keenness of the two countries
in enhancing economic relations

based on the historic and deep-
rooted relations between Oman
and Tanzania.

The President of Tanzania
added that the social connections
contributed to bolstering rela-
tions between the two countries,

describing Oman as a “distin-
guished” country.

In his turn, Qais Mohammed Al
Yousef, Minister of Commerce,
Industry and Investment Promo-
tion welcomed the Tanzanian

President. He said that the forum

is an opportunity to boost the eco-
nomic relations between Oman
and Tanzania.

Al Yousef added that he hopes
the Tanzanian side would ben-
efit from investment opportuni-
ties in Oman, particularly in the
fields of industry, agriculture,
fisheries, mining, tourism and
renewable energy.

In his turn, Eng. Ridha Juma Al
Saleh, Chairman of Oman Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry
(OCCI) said that the competitive
business milieu stimulates growth
and economic diversification. He
added that the Sultanate of Oman
offers many investment incen-
tives, namely legal transparency in
the business environment and full
ownership of investments.

Visual presentations were given
during the forum highlighting the
investment milieu, incentives and
procedures pertaining to busi-
nesses and investments in the two
countries. -ona

IN CINEMAS

THE EPIC CONCLUSION OF THE

JURASSIC ERA

Unified Military
Command
official visits
Sultanate

MUSCAT: Air Commodore
Zahran Nasser Ambosaidi, act-
ing Commander of the Royal
Air Force of Oman (RAFO) re-
ceived at the RAFO Command
here on Monday Air Vice Mar-
shal Said Ali Al Zahrani, Com-
mander of the Air Operations
Centre and Unified Air Defence
at the Unified Military Com-
mand, currently visiting the
Sultanate of Oman.

The two sides exchanged
cordial conversations and dis-
cussed several matters of mu-
tual interest.

The meeting was attended
by Air Commodore Khalid Mo-
hammed Al Abri, Director Gen-
eral of Operations, RAFO senior
officers and the delegation ac-
companying the guest. -ona
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Unvaccinated travellers
must present negative
PCR report for trip to India

Passengers need

to either be fully
vaccinated against
COVID-19, or present
a negative PCR test at
the time of boarding
the flight

Times News Service

MUSCAT: People who plan to
travel to India from Oman in the
coming days need to get tested
for COVID before boarding their
planes, ifthey have not already been
fully vaccinated against the disease.

Passengers need to either be fully
vaccinated against COVID-19, or
present a negative PCR test at the
time of boarding the flight. A pas-
senger who fails to provide either of
these two pieces of documentation
faces the risk of being turned back
at airport check-in desks.

“We have heard many instanc-
es of passengers who book flights
with us being turned back from
the airports, because they did not
test their children for COVID-19
ahead of flying to their destina-
tion,” said Venkat Perumal, sales
manager for Go First, a low-cost
Indian airline.

“This is because the Indian
government is very strict when it
comes to ensuring COVID proto-
cols among passengers,” he added.

“Let us not forget that it was not
long ago that the world was tak-
ing a lot of precautions to stop the
spread of the virus, and only re-
cently have we seen a return to in-

REGULATIONS: Wearing a mask at Oman’s airports is not manda-
tory, all passengers on board flights to India must be masked.

ternational travel and relaxation of
many of the preventive measures
thathad been adopted by countries
around the globe.

“We do get passengers who ask
the check-in staff to let them off,
because they have paid a lot of
money for their tickets, and getting
them rebooked is an expensive or-
deal,” added Perumal.

“It is therefore better that par-
ents either get their children vac-
cinated, or get a COVID test done,
the costs of which are far less
than the amount shelled out for
flight tickets.”

Air Suvidha platform
This documentation must be up-
loaded on the Air Suvidha plat-
form, the Indian government’s
pre-traveller registration form,
along with other details, including
their permanent address in India,
ports of arrival and departure and
contact information.
Furthermore, while wear-
ing a mask at Oman’s airports is
not mandatory, all passengers
on board flights to India must be
masked. Venkat Perumal added
that people who do not have masks
are being provided them by the air-
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line once they are on board.

“There is currently high demand
for flights to India because the
school summer vacations are upon
us,” said a travel agent in Oman.

“This is the time when most peo-
ple from the Indian subcontinent
travel to their home countries to see
their families. We have personally
not heard of any of our clients being
turned back at the airport, but it is
advised that they get tested or pro-
tected against COVID,” he added.

Travel guidelines issued by In-
dia’s Ministry of Health and Fami-
ly Welfare state that all passengers
must upload on Air Suvidha plat-
form either a negative COVID-19
PCR report that must have been
conducted within 72 hours prior
to undertaking the journey, or a
certificate of completion of the full
primary vaccination schedule for
COVID-19.

Passengers are also required to
submit a declaration that states
that their data is authentic, and
those who are found submitting
questionable documentation will
be liable to criminal prosecution.
Airlines will allow boarding of pas-
sengers who comply with the above
protocols.
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Omani Rial to Rupee rate
climbs to highest-ever level

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Indian nationals liv-
ing in Oman can continue to take
advantage of the high exchange
rate they receive when they con-
vert Omani Rials into Indian Ru-
pees to send money to their fami-
lies and friends back home, after
it reached its highest-ever value
on Monday.

A single Omani Rial was briefly
worth INR203, the highest-ever
rate for the Indian currency, be-
fore coming down owing to sta-
bilisation efforts by the Reserve
Bank of India, say exchange
house officials in Oman.

“When the Rupee rate crossed
the INR200-mark a few weeks
ago, that was a cause of concern
for us,” said Ravi Sekhar, gen-
eral manager for Musandam Ex-
change. “The US federal govern-
ment’s decision to hike interest
rates pushed the exchange rate to
the INR201-mark, and trading in
the market began at INR203 on
Monday morning.

“I do not think, however, that
the Indian Rupee rate will cross
its current mark, because I have
come to know from my associates
in India that the Reserve Bank
of India has stepped in to pump
money and stabilise the Rupee,”
he added.

Sekhar added that while at the
start of the business day, Mu-
sandam Exchange was offering
conversion rates of INR202.75
per Omani Rial, by the close
of business, the rate had fallen
to between INR202.15 and
INR202.20.

Factors
Amit Talukder, general manager
for Global Money Exchange, an-
other currency house with op-
erations in Oman, explained that
there were several reasons for
the exchange rate continuing to
climb. Global Money was also of-
fering similar exchange rates.

“A primary reason is that India

is a net importer of oil and the
cost of oil is high at the moment
owing to ongoing global issues,”
he said. “After the US Fed decided
to increase interest rates, the RBI
also chose to increase its own
rates, which means that investors
or businessmen who previously
received favourable rates are now
at a disadvantage.

“Foreign investors who, there-
fore, might look at India as an in-
vestment option will choose their
own countries, if the interest rates
at home are better..this is a big
disadvantage for investment in
India,” he added. “Furthermore,
in developing countries, there is
always an outflow of currency by
businesses, which convert local
currency into US Dollars and then
send them outside the country.
This means the demand for the
Indian Rupee decreases, and that
in turn lowers its value.

“Owing to all these global
events, many stock markets be-
gan their business day in a state
of constant flux,” he explained.
“It is not just the Indian curren-
cy, but those in other developing
countries - such as the Philip-
pine Peso, Bangladesh Taka and
Pakistani Rupee, to name a few
- that have been affected by cur-
rent developments.”

As reported by ANI, the RBI’s
Governor also said inflation in
the cost of goods and services was

another reason for the climbing
exchange rate.

“It may be noted that around 75
percent of the increase in inflation
projections can be attributed to
food items. Further, the baseline
inflation projection of 6.7 per cent
for 2022-23 does not take into ac-
count the impact of monetary pol-
icy actions taken today,” the RBI
Governor said in the monetary
policy statement last week.

Indian stock markets

The Indian stock markets’ key in-
dices, Sensex and Nifty, slumped
by more than 2.5 per cent on
Monday. The 30-stock S&P BSE
Sensex was trading 1404.39
points or 2.59 percent down at
52,899.05 points at 12.29 pm.

This is the second consecu-
tive session of a sharp drop in the
benchmark index. The Sensex
had lost 1016.84 points or 1.84
percent on Friday. In the last
two sessions, the Sensex has
lost around 2,400 points. There
have been incessant outflows of
foreign funds from the Indian
markets. Since the beginning
of the year, the foreign insti-
tutional investors (FII) have
pulled out around $24 billion
from the Indian markets.

The recent upsurge in crude oil
prices have put pressure on the
Indian currency. Brent crude oil
prices were hovering near $120
per barrel. High oil prices are
expected to widen trade deficits.
It will also put pressure on the
country’s current account deficit.
Recent surges in crude oil prices
and inflationary pressure have
led to the decline in the value of
the Rupee.

Inflation has emerged as a ma-
jor headache for the policymak-
ers in India. High crude oil prices
raise concern of asustained rise in
import bills. The Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) last week raised its in-
flation forecast for the current fi-
nancial yearto 6.7 percent from its
earlier projection of 5.7 percent.

Oman Air increases flights
to eight destinations in India

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oman Air, the Sul-
tanate of Oman’s flag carrier, has
amended its summer schedule
to reflect increased frequency
and flight resumptions. The air-
line is boosting frequency to 8
Indian destinations.

As demand increases, seven
flights per week to Bangalore,
Mumbai, Kozhikode, Kochi,
Delhi, Hyderabad, Chennai and
three flights per week to Goa
have been announced.

Between Muscat and its op-
erational India destinations, the
airline introduced wide-body ser-
vice, including the B787 Dream-
liner and Airbus A330 in addition
to the Boeing 737.

The airline advised its guests
to check omanaircom for the
most up-to-date flight schedules

and times, as they are subject to
change “Oman Air welcomes all
guests to the Sultanate of Oman

on board its award-winning
flights,” the airline said in a state-
ment. “As of May 22, 2022, all
COVID-19 preventive safety pre-
cautions and procedures previ-

=

ously in place at airports across
Oman have been lifted.”

Guests departing Oman have
been advised to ensure that they
are aware of all pre-departure
requirements and requirements
during their flights, which are
provided at omanair.com.

Child body pulled out from pit

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The body of a child
was pulled out from a sewage
pit, according to the Civil De-
fence and Ambulance Authority
(CDAA) . The CDAA said: “Res-
cue teams at the Civil Defence
and Ambulance Department in

North Al Batinah Governorate
dealt with a report of a child fall-
ing into a sewage pitin a house in
the Wilayat of Suwaiq. The teams
pulled him out but he died.”

The authority called on parents
to monitor their children and en-
sure that sanitation channels are
covered for safety in homes.
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A 1 trade exchange between
the two countries will
, increase, especially after

Oman and Tanzania signed several
memoranda of understanding, in
addition to existing agreements be-

| |
tween Oman Investment Authority
(OIA) and the Tanzanian authority
, concerned. He added that the two

countries will later on sign MoUs in
various economic, investment, en-

— ergy and tourism fields with a work
programme set for those agreements.
The signing ceremony was
attended by some Omani and Tan-

zanian officials. -ona
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TOUR OF MUSEUM: During the visit, the Tanzanian President was also briefed on some artefacts
related to the history of Oman and East African countries. —ona

Tan_zanian President visits
National Museum of Oman

MUSCAT: President Samia Su-
luhu Hassan of the United Repub-
lic of Tanzania visited the Nation-
al Museum on Monday within the
framework of her official visit to
the Sultanate of Oman.

The guest was greeted upon
her arrival at the museum by Ja-
mal Hassan Al Mosawi, Secretary
General of the National Museum.
The Tanzanian President toured
various sections of the museum
during which she was briefed on
contents of the museum’s halls
that highlight crucial images of
Oman’s history and civilization.

The guest also visited the halls
of the museum, namely the Hall
of the Earth and Man, the Hall of
Maritime History, the Hall of Pre-
History and Antiquity, the Hall
of Greatness of Islam, the Hall
of Oman and the World, and the
corner of late Sultan Qaboos bin
Said bin Taimour (the Dearest

and Finest of Men) in the Renais-
sance Hall.

During the visit, the Tanza-
nian President was also briefed
on some artefacts related to the
history of Oman and East Afri-
can countries, including the piece
gifted by the late Tanzanian Pres-
ident Dr. John Pompey Joseph

Magufuli, to the late Sultan Qa-
boos bin Said bin Taimour.

The President of Tanzania was
accompanied during the visit by
Dr. Rahma Ibrahim Al Mahroudqi,
Minister of Higher Education,
Research and Innovation (Head
of'the Mission of Honour).

— ONA

Roval Office Minister receives
Ambassador of Republic of Korea

MUSCAT: Gen. Sultan Mo-
hammed Al Nu’amani, Minister
of the Royal Office received on
Monday Kiejoo Kim, Ambassa-
dor of the Republic of Korea to
the Sultanate of Oman.

The ambassador commended
the strength of the bilateral rela-
tions between the Sultanate of
Oman and the Republic of Korea.

The ambassador also ex-
pressed his thanks and apprecia-
tion for Oman’s efforts in the re-
gional and international issues.
The two sides touched on arange
of common issues and discussed
ways of enhancing them. —ona

&\

BILATERAL RELATIONS: The ambassador commended the strength

of the bilateral relations between the Sultanate of Oman and the

Republic of Korea. —ona

Dar Al Atta’a Association holds
sumimer student work camp

MUSCAT: Dar Al Atta’a Asso-
ciation and the Scientific College
of Design organised a summer
work camp with the participation
of a number of students from the
schools of Muttrah who are under
the umbrella of families with lim-
ited income. The camp would last
for one month.

Dr. Shamsa Hamad Al Harthi,
Director General of Dar Al Atta’a
said that 25 students are taking
part in the camp which aimed to
increase the awareness of stu-
dents through training on artis-
tic and life activities, besides or-
ganising entertainment trips to
some of the wilayats of Oman to
acquaint them with key historic
and archeological sites.

The camp also aimed to cement
the Islamic and Omani concepts
ofhealthy life including nutrition,
sports. Khoula Al Mamary, Mar-
keting Director of Dar Al Atta’a
Association supervising the camp

said that the camp is a health
initiative from Dar Al Atta’a
which would boost the skills of
students and provide them with
the opportunity to explore their
full potentials. — ona

Al NUu’'amani receives envaoy
of the Philippines to Sultanate

MUSCAT: Gen. Sultan Mo-
hammed Al Nuamani, Minister
of the Royal Office received on
Monday Imelda Panolong, Am-
bassador of the Philippines to
the Sultanate of Oman.

The two sides reviewed
fields of the joint cooperation
and ways of promoting the re-
lations between Oman and the
Philippines.

The ambassador expressed
thanks and appreciation of the
Republic of the Philippines to
the Sultanate of Oman for the
successful efforts in releasing
the detained Filipino citizen.

— ONA

- o ~- -_
JOINT COOPERATION DISCUSSED: The two sides reviewed fields of

joint cooperation and ways of promoting relations between Oman and
the Philippines. —ona
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AL BUSTAN PALACE

A Rimz-Carcron'HoTe

Tender Announcement

Al Bustan Palace, a Ritz-Carlton Hotel invites reputable and experienced companies for the following tender;

Last Date of tender Tender Fee

submission

Description

Fire Hydrant System

Multi Frequency body Composition Analyzer
Tennis Court Light Replacement

Generator Overhauling

Fast Respond Sprinklers RO
yariabia FrequencEy L) 22nd June 2022 10.00/Project
Supply & Installation of Storage Freezer
Supply & Installation of Water Softener
9. Supply & Installation of Dryer —Laundry
10. Supply of Dual Upright Chiller Freezer
11. Supply of LPG Operated Steamer

O R E o R

Reputable Companies with experience and proven track record in this area, may obtain a detailed Scope of Work from
Finance Department from Tuesday 14th June, 2022 onwards between 09:00 — 14:00 hours.

The site visit is scheduled on Sunday, 16th June 2022 @ 10.00AM. Please contact Mr. Zahid, Director of Engineering
@ 24764191 for the site visit.

Tender must be submitted in a sealed Envelope along with company’s Trade License and certificates addressed to:
Coordinator of the office of The General Manager,
Al Bustan Palace, a Ritz-Carlton Hotel
On or before 22nd June 2022 hefore 2 p.m.
Note: Al Bustan Palace, a Ritz-Carlton Hotel is not bound to accept the lowest or any other bid and reserves the right to
accept or reject any offer without giving reason.

Invitation to Tender

Dhofar Integrated Services Company S.A.0.C (DISC) invites
reputable contractor for carrying out following works in
Dhofar Region.

Tender Reference Number Title of the Tender

DISC/Tender/2022/078 Construction of 11kV Outgoing Feeders from Jarziz PSS (TX-3)
Tender Fee RO. 105.000 Inclusive VAT (5%) Each Tender.
Note: Tenderer who wish to participate in the above tenders should
collect the tender documents from DISC’s office or send an e-mail to
below mention mail id for tender documents.
Experience The Tenderer should have performed similar works in the last three (3) years

in Sultanate of Oman.

Contractors participating in the tendering process shall be at least Grade-C
registered electrical contractor with Distribution Code Review Panel (DCRP),
Sultanate of Oman. Apart from the above, the Contractors participating in the
tendering process shall have Competent Electrical Person (CEP) certified by
DISC and copy of the valid CEP certificate shall be submitted along with bid
without which the bids will not be considered for evaluation. Further,
Tenderers will be evaluated as per the HSE qualification criterion specified in
the Tender documents.

03:00 PM on 28" June 2022

Pre-qualification

Last date for issue of tender
documents

Site Visit -
Last date for seeking pre bid -
clarification

Last date for response pre bid -
clarification

03:00 PM on 6" July 2022
Phone 23232554, purchase@disc.nama.om

Tenderers are requested to note that the bids accompanied with Tender Bond (1% of the
quoted bid price and having 90 days validity) shall only be considered for evaluation.

" . . . - -
daoaoll Uloaall jlakh s
Dhofar Integrated Services Company
wls gulgi (P Ejll | Flasapil bodl | M8 s | daoaol cloaill laks &5 b
AVVV pilaplimadl | jlababslae -Al s | oo Qe Uls (S

P.O. Box: 2609, P.C.: 211, 23" July Streel, behind West Salalah Health Center
Salalah, Sultanate of Oman - Toll Free: 80077700

= info@disc.nama.om @ www.disc.nama.om

Last date for submission of bids
Any Queries Please Contact

daoaoll iloadll Lok 64 i

Dhofar Integrated Services Company

alod Acgano OlS b 20|

Member of Nama Group




A6 ‘ TUESDAY, JUNE 14, 2022 TIMES OF OMAN

US senators announce
framework of measures
to curb gun violence

imes:

OF OMAN ¢

Printed and published by:
Muscat Media Group
Post Box. 770,

Postal Code; 112

Founder: Essa bin Mohammed Al Zedjali

Chairman / Editor-in-Chief: Mohamed Issa Al Zadjali
Deputy Editor-in-Chief: Anees bin Essa Al Zedjali
Chief Executive Officer; Ahmed Essa Al Zedjali

Y

EDITORIAL: Telephone: 24726666, Fax: 24813153, E-mail: editor@timesofoman.com
ADVERTISING: Telephone: 24726666, Fax; 24812624, E-mail: advertising@timesofoman.com
GIRCULATION: Telephone: 24726666, Fax: 24818270, E-mail: circulation@timesofoman.com

The proposals
include tougher
background checks
for gun buyers
under 21

WASHINGTON: US senators on
Sunday announced a bipartisan
framework of measures aimed
at curbing rampant gun violence
plaguing the country.

“Today, we are announcing a
commonsense, bipartisan propos-
al to protect America’s children,
keep our schools safe, and reduce

an kills cyclist
while fleeing from
police 1in Germany

the threat of violence across our
country,” the group of 20 lawmak-
ers said in a statement.

What are some of the
proposed steps?
The proposals include tougher
background checks for gun buyers
under 21 and increasing resources
for states to keep weapons out of
the hands of people who are dan-
gerous to others or themselves.
The suspects who killed 10 peo-
ple at a grocery store in Buffalo
and 19 students and two teachers
at an elementary school in Uvalde
were both 18, and many of the

GUN CONTROL: The suspects who killed 10 people at a grocery store in Buffalo and 19 students and two
teachers at an elementary school in Uvalde were both aged 18.

attackers who have committed
mass shootings in recent years
have been young.

The agreement would also offer
money to states to implement “red
flag” laws that make it easier to
temporarily take guns from people
considered potentially violent, and
to bolster school safety and mental
health programs.

The proposals however still
falls far short of tougher step-
sPresident Joe Biden and many

Democrats have been calling for.

Biden hails proposals

as ‘important steps’

US President Joe Biden on Sun-
day praised the limited proposals
as “important steps,” while noting
that they fell short of his calls for
more radical change.

“Obviously, it does not do eve-
rything that I think is needed, but
it reflects important steps in the
right direction, and would be the

most significant gun safety legisla-
tion to pass Congress in decades,”
Biden said in a statement.

Given the bipartisan support,
“there are no excuses for delay, and
no reason why it should not quickly
move through the Senate and the
House,” he said.

Biden had called for more far-
reaching measures after recent
shootings including at an elemen-
tary school in Texas in which 19 chil-
dren and two teachers were killed. ow

BERLIN: A man ran over four
cyclists with his car, killing one
person, in the southwestern Ger-
man city of Mannheim on Sun-
day, according to police.

Shortly before the incident,
the suspect allegedly killed his
father around 6pm local time in
the town of Ellerstadt in Rhine-
land-Palatinate state. He alleg-
edly fled the scene before police
arrived and later collided with
the cyclists.

Ellerstadt lies some 16 kilo-
metres (9.9 miles) west of
Mannheim.

Three people were seriously

injured and one 71-year-old
woman was killed. The three in-
jured cyclists were taken to near-
by hospitals.

The man left his badly dam-
aged vehicle behind, fled on foot
and jumped into the Rhine river,
according to local media reports.

Police said that they had ap-
prehended the man and that he
was likely going through a mental
health emergency.

A police helicopter and river
police were deployed in the
search for the suspect. Police said
that they were carrying out fur-
ther investigations. ow

UK journalist, colleague
found dead in Brazil

Invitation to Tender

Dhofar Integrated Services Company S.A.O.C (DISC) invites
reputable contractor for carrying out following works in
Dhofar Region.

Title of the Tender
Construction of 11kV Outgoing Feeders from Hadbeen PSS

Tender Reference Number
DISC/Tender/2022/079

Tender Fee RO. 52.500 Inclusive VAT (5%) Each Tender.
Note: Tenderer who wish to participate in the above tenders should
collect the tender documents from DISC's office or send an e-mail to
below mention mail id for tender documents.

Experience The Tenderer should have performed similar works in the last three (3) years

in Sultanate of Oman.

Contractors participating in the tendering process shall be at least Grade-C
registered electrical contractor with Distribution Code Review Panel (DCRP),
Sultanate of Oman. Apart from the above, the Contractors participating in the
tendering process shall have Competent Electrical Person (CEP) certified by
DISC and copy of the valid CEP certificate shall be submitted along with bid
without which the bids will not be considered for evaluation. Further,
Tenderers will be evaluated as per the HSE qualification criterion specified in
the Tender documents.

03:00 PM on 28" June 2022

Pre-qualification
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e

Last date for issue of tender

:_0 Cu\;‘!‘l?l‘lts BRASILIA: The wife of British Authorities told Sampaio that Brazil’s borders with Peru and
7 Itf g Itmf Hraore b = journalist Dom Philips, Ales- thebodies need tobe examined. Colombia, which is home to the
g:riﬁi:ﬁ:r: e & sandra Sampaio, said that his The two men had been seen world’s largest number of uncon-

for the last time on June 5 when

Last date for response pre bid
clarification

Last date for submission of bids

03:00 PM on 6" July 2022

Any Queries Please Contact

Phone 23232554, purchase@disc.nama.om
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Tenderers are requested to note that the bids accompanied with Tender Bond (1% of the
quoted bid price and having 90 days validity) shall only be considered for evaluation.
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body and that of indigenous ex-
pert Bruno Pereira have been
found, according to a Brazilian
media report.

Dom Philips, who worked for
news outlets including DW and
the Guardian, and his colleague
had been missing for more than a
week in the Vale do Javari Indig-
enous Land, in the Brazilian state
of Amazonas.

The information has not yet
been confirmed by the Brazilian
authorities, the news outlet G1
reported.

they arrived at the community
of Sao Rafael. From there, they
departed for Atalaia do Norte,
a trip that takes approximately
two hours, but did not reach
their destination.

Clothing belonging to Pereira
had been found on Sunday, along
with a health identification card
in his name. A backpack with
clothes belonging to Phillips,
along with the boots of both men.

The two men were on a report-
ing trip from the region, near

tacted indigenous people.

The remote and lawless region
has enticed cocaine-smuggling
gangs, as well as illegal loggers,
miners, and hunters.

Brazilian President Jair Bol-
sonaro last year faced tough
questioning from Phillips at news
conferences about weakening
environmental law enforcement.
Bolsonaro last week said the two
men “were on an adventure that
is not recommended,” and sug-
gested that they could have been
executed. ow
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WELLINGTON: New Zealand
Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern
has made changes to her Cabinet
line-up by replacing ministers for
police, immigration and justice.
Chris Hipkins who was respon-
sible for COVID-19 response takes
over as Minister of Police, and Ayes-
ha Verrall who is currently the asso-
ciate health minister will be in charge
of COVID-19 response, Ardern said

after a Cabinet meeting on Monday.
The move was in response to the
wide criticism of government inac-
tion towards increasing gang vio-
lence in several New Zealand cities
and deteriorating public security.
The new police focus will be on
supporting the police, implement-
ing the record investment in the
frontline, passing further gun law
reforms and developing additional

Britain looks to change
post-Brexit trade rules
with Northern Ireland

LONDON: The British govern-
ment on Monday was set to out-
line changes to the post-Brexit
rules that govern trade with
Northern Ireland.

The European Union says it
will respond with all measures
at its disposal if Britain pushes
ahead with unilateral changes
to the Brexit deal on Northern
Ireland. It has said any changes
would breach international law.

Earlier in the day, UK Foreign
Secretary Liz Truss said London
wanted a “negotiated solution” to
the issue with Brussels. The UK
government had remained quiet
about the details of its plan but
said they will be “lawful and cor-
rect.”

A day before the new legislation
was to be unveiled, the head of
Irish nationalist Sinn Fein party,
Mary Lou McDonald, accused UK
Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s
government of choosing a “de-
structive path.”

Johnson himself said the
changes would help ease pro-
British unionist concerns over
the Brexit deal.

Ahead of the announcement,
Irish Foreign Minister Simon Co-

veney said the changes marked “a
particular low point in the UK’s
approach to Brexit.”

“The UK’s unilateral approach
is not in the best interest of
Northern Ireland. Far from fixing
problems, this legislation will cre-
ate a whole new set of uncertain-
ties and damage.”

What changes have been
mentioned?
The expected changes had in-
cluded the setting up of a “green
channel” for goods moving from
Britain to Northern Ireland that
are destined to stay in the UK.
They are expected to eliminate
European Union state aid rules on
subsidies provided to businesses
by public authorities in the prov-
ince. UK government ministers
have also previously said that
they wish to no longer allow the
European Court of Justice to be
the sole arbiter of any disputes,
arguing that British courts should
have some role.

What is the Northern
Ireland Protocol?

The protocol is part of the UK’s
Brexit deal with the EU. Itlays out

Four injured in three
blasts in Afghanistan

KABUL: Three simultane-
ous explosions took place in
Afghanistan’s Badakhshan,
Kunduz and Kunar provinces
on Sunday morning, reported
Khaama Press, citing sources.
The explosion which was trig-
gered by a roadside explosive
took place on a vehicle carrying
Taliban forces in the Kari area of
Faizabad, Badakhshan province
on June 12, according to officials.
However, no casualties were re-
ported. The second explosion oc-
curred in the Kuhna Foroshi area
of Kunduz’s third police district,
injuring four civilians in Kunduz
province third police district,
followed by the third explosion
happened in Asadabad, the pro-
vincial capital of Kunar.
The blast occurred on a Tali-

ban military vehicle in the prov-
ince, according to local sources,
Khaama press reported.

Potential casualties
Officials from the Taliban in the
area have yet to confirm the blast
and no information regarding the
nature of the blast or potential
casualties has been given.
Recently, Afghanistan has wit-
nessed a sharp surge in violence
as data from the Afghanistan In-
dependent Human Rights Com-
mission shows that in 2020, over
2,000 people were killed in inci-
dents, for which no one claimed
responsibility and the brutalities
since then have only ascended.
In the last few months, Af-
ghanistan has witnessed a surge
in blasts. ant

a system of rules which governs
trade in Northern Ireland since
the UK left the EU. It was devised
as ameans of avoiding a hard bor-
der on the island of Ireland, allow-
ing Northern Ireland to remain in
the EU’s single market.

Ireland’s open border, and the
rights of people on either side of
it to seek whichever citizenship
they prefer and to move freely
between the two sides, were core
components of the 1998 Good Fri-
day peace accord.

The protocol instead effectively
places a trade border in the Irish
Sea, between Northern Ireland
and the rest of the UK. Pro-British
communities in Northern Ireland
say the trade checks erode their
connection to Britain.

Northern Ireland was one the
only UK region other than Lon-
don to show economic growth in
the third quarter of last year, ac-
cording to figures released last
month.

However, the UK government
says the implementation of the
protocol that it agreed with Brus-
sels has damaged trade between
the province and the rest of the
United Kingdom. ow
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measures to deal with the current
escalation in gang tensions and
violence, said the prime minister.
Current Police Minister Poto
Williams will continue her con-
servation and disability portfolios.
Hipkins, also the minister of edu-
cation, has a degree in criminology
and a long interest in working in the
youth justice space, which dovetails
with his education work, Ardern said,

adding a significant part of his Edu-
cation portfolio will move to Associ-
ate Education Minister Jan Tinetti.
Meanwhile, Justice and Immi-
gration Minister Kris Faafoi will
step down from Parliament, Kiri
Allan was promoted to the Justice
Minister, and Michael Wood will
become the Immigration Minister.
Speaker Trevor Mallard will
end his 35-year parliamentary ca-

reer in mid-August as he prepares
to take up a diplomatic post in
Europe. Adrian Rurawhe will be
nominated as the new speaker.
The changes will take effect fol-
lowing a ceremony on Tuesday.
“These changes are triggered by
two departures. It’s also an opportu-
nity to give newer ministers greater
responsibility and to bring new mem-
bers onto the team,” Ardern said. am
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Contact us on 99614066 to make
customized palette furniture

USED CONCRETE BARRIERS
FOR SALE

A REPUTED CONSTRUCTION COMPANY
INTENDS TO SELL USED CONCRETE BARRIERS

300 NOS (2 MTR LENGTH) ON AS-IS-WHERE-IS BASIS
FROM WADI BANI KHALID AREA IMMEDIATELY.

INTERESTED PARTIES SHALL CONTACT

MATERIALS MANAGER -
MOBILE : 92881525
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TRAVELLING
THIS SUMMER?

GET INSURED
WITH US FOR A
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COVERAGE
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FOR ALL YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS, CHOOSE US
CALL US TODAY ON 24477300

OMAN UNITED INSURANCE COMPANY SAOG
Post Box 1522, Ruwi, PC 112 Sultanate of Oman
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Medvedev dethrones
Djokovic to regain

World No. 1 spot

Medvedev’s rise
comes after Novak
Djokovic failed to
defend his crown at

the French Open

LONDON: Daniil Medvedev on
Monday became the World No. 1
men’s player for a second time af-
ter Novak Djokovic dropped to No.
3inthe ATP rankings.

Last week, Medvedev was in ac-
tion at the Libema Open, where he
marched to his second tour-level
final on grass at the ATP 250 event.
Meanwhile, Medvedev’srise comes
after Novak Djokovic failed to de-
fend his crown at the French Open.
Medvedev is unable to compete at
this year’s Wimbledon as Russian
and Belarusian players have been
banned following the Russian in-
vasion of Ukraine. Ranking points,
however, will not be awarded. For
the first time in 19 years, none of
the ‘Big Three’ - Djokovic, Rafael
Nadal and Roger Federer - occupy
the first two spots. Rafael Nadal
remains at the 4th spot despite los-
ing 1000 points gained from last
year’s French Open while Djokovic
has dropped 2000 points from his
winning run at Roland Garros last

GENEVA: Switzerland secured
their first win of the UEFA Na-
tions League campaign and
turned Group A2 on its head with
a 1-0 win against Portugal in Ge-
neva on Sunday.

Haris Seferovic’s goal was timed
at 57 seconds, the fastest-ever
in the UEFA Nations League.
With this win, Switzerland have
claimed victory in their last
three home meetings against
Portugal.

The hosts belied their posi-
tion at the bottom of Group A2 by
starting on the front foot against a
much-changed Portugal side, who

Seferovic’s fastest goal seals win for Swis gai_nst Portugal

WORLD NO. 1: For the first time in 19 years, none of the ‘Big Three’ - Djokovic, Rafael Nadal and Roger
Federer - occupy the first two spots.

year. With points from last year’s
edition dropping off this week, the

Serb has slipped down a couple of

places to No. 3.

French Open runner-up Casper
Ruud has leapfrogged Stefanos
Tsitsipas into fifth. While Alex-
ander Zverev climbed to number
two for the first time. The German,
however, is facing a period on the
sidelines after tearing ligaments in
his right ankle during his French

were without their talisman Cris-
tiano Ronaldo.

It took just 57 seconds for Swit-
zerland to go in front, Silvan Wid-
mer’s teasing delivery from the
right picking out Haris Seferovic
in the box.

The Benfica forward showed
great awareness to direct his pow-

erful header into the far corner of

the net, just out of the reach of the
helpless Rui Patricio.

Portugal took time to adjust
after the early shock and created
their best opportunity of the first
half 17 minutes in. Bruno Fer-
nandes’ deep corner was nodded

Rishabh Pant facing the heat

Anis Sajan, Vice Chairman,
Danube Group

Rishab Pant’s struggles
continued as a batter in the
second T20 as he was foxed
by Keshaav Maharaj and got
out to a single digit score.

Rishab Pant had played
a useful cameo in the first
T20 but before that had
a terrible IPL where he
couldn’t lead from the front
for his Delhi franchise and
his team could not make it
to the playoffs.

In fact, Delhi Capitals
could not even make it to
the playoffs. Everytime
Rishab Pant has given him-
self a sighter, he has gone
on to play an impactful in-
nings but most of the time
his impatience gets the bet-
ter of him. Rishab Pant had
walked in with India two
down and the very first ball
of Keshaav Maharaj he de-
cided to hit out of the park
but the bowler bowled it
wide enough and got the
better of him and made him
slice to deep point.

Rishabh Pant has done
well for team India in the
Test matches and won them
some important games and
series but when it comes to
the shortest format his re-
cord is not that great.

In 44 games so far, Pant
has scored 712 runs at an av-
erage of 24 but what’s most
poor is his strike rate which
isjust 127.

With Dinesh Kartik com-

ing back in to Indian team
and India also going along
with Young dasher Ishan
Kishan, Rishab Pant is fac-
ing the heat for not scoring
when the team requires him
to deliver.

Everyone seems to say
Rishab Pant has special tal-
ent but I can’t remember
him winning India a single
T20 format game with the
bat and if his form con-
tnues in this way, he should
be given a break and not
considered in the shortest
format. This Indian team
going down at their home
to a young South African
team has further worsened
the case for Pant who has
been surprisingly made cap-
tain and calls for axing has
come from the fans. It won’t
be long when Rishab Pant
would be out of the team.

Open semi-final with Nadal.

Zverev’s participation in Wim-
bledon 2022 is still in doubt after
his injury at the French Open,
while Nadal’s fitness will be un-
der the limelight as well after he
required injections en route to
Roland-Garros triumph.

Andy Murray defeated then-
World No. 5 Stefanos Tsitsipas in
the quarter-finals to earn his first
Top 5 win since he beat Novak

back into the danger area by Ru-
ben Neves and Danilo’s powerful
header was pushed away expertly
by Jonas Omlin.

The visitors looked a different
proposition after the interval and
it took just four minutes for the
2019 champions to test the Swiss
goalkeeper. Andre Silva collected
a Nuno Mendes pass, side-footing
a low strike that Omlin kept out
with his legs.

Switzerland were still a threat
on the counter and Seferovic could
have added a second but dragged
his low shot across the face of goal.

Fernando Santos’ men looked

MULTAN : Pakistan’s lower mid-
dle-order batting emerged suc-
cessful from a stern test to help the
home side win the third One-Day
International by 53 runs on the
Duckworth-Lewis-Stern Method
and sweep the series against the
West Indies by 3-0 here on Sunday.

In front of another packed to ca-
pacity crowd on a day that saw play
halt for approximately an hour due
to a dust storm, which reduced the
match to 48 overs a side, Pakistan
slipped from 85 for no loss in the
17th over to a precarious 117 for
five in the 25th over before recov-
ering to post a commanding 269
for nine. The bowlers then over-
came the West Indies’ counterat-
tack to dismiss the visitors for 216
in 37.2 overs. Akeal Hosein fought
a lone battle, hitting two fours
and six sixes in a 37-ball 60, while
Keacy Carty scored 33 and Shai
Hope and Keemo Paul contrib-
uted 21 runs apiece.

The West Indies entertained a
holiday crowd with 15 fours and 10
sixes after Pakistan had struck 20
fours and four sixes.

Shadab Khan followed up his
match-winning 86 with figures of
four for 62, Hasan Ali took two for
29, while Mohammad Nawaz, who
took four for 19 on Friday, bagged
two for 56. Like Shadab, Nawaz
was also returning to ODI cricket
after recovering from an injury.

Mohammad Haris, who had
earlier earned a second-ball
duck, kept wickets and account-
ed for three batters. Similarly,
Shahnawaz Dahani, who became
the 235th cricketer to represent
Pakistan in ODIs, picked up a
wicket in his second over to finish
with figures of 6-0-36-1.

Djokovic in 2016. Murray over-
came Nick Kyrgios in the semi-
finals before losing to Matteo Ber-
rettiniin the championship match.
Nick Kyrgios has climbed 13
places to claim the No. 65 spot
in the rankings following his run
to the last four in Stuttgart. The
27-year-old defeated Jiri Lehecka,
Nikoloz Basilashvili and Marton
Fucsovics to reach his second
semi-final of the season. an

buoyed by the introduction of the
likes of Goncalo Guedes, Diogo
Jotaand Bernardo Silva during the
second period and all three pro-
vided extra attacking impetus, but
Omlin was up to everything they
threw at him.

Granit Xhaka, Switzerland cap-
tain after the match said: “I had
a good feeling before the game
because I knew we could beat a
team like Portugal, a bigger team,
because we have the quality to. I'm
more than happy for the team, for
the people outside who are always
supporting us. A big three points
for us today.” ant

The star of the match was all-
rounder Shadab, who was playing
his first complete ODI series since
July 2021 and had been under fire
for being ineffective and inconsist-
ent since the ICC Men’s Cricket
‘World Cup 2019.

The 23-year-old pulled Pakistan
out of a deep hole with a gutsy and
courageous career-best 86 off 78
that included four fours and three
sixes. Together with Khushdil
Shah (34), Shadab added 84 runs
for the sixth wicket and then an-
other 40 for the eighth wicket with
Mohammad Wasim.

It was Shadab’s measured and
well-constructed  innings  that
helped Pakistan to collect 78 runs
from the last 10 overs to reach 269
for nine, which looked highly un-
likely after the middle-orderhad col-
lapsed like a house of cards against
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Omani women
eye Asia Cup
qualification

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The National Wom-
en’s Team will be touring to Ma-
laysia to participate in the ACC
Women’s T20 Championship,
scheduled to be held from June
17th to June 25th 2022.

10 sides will compete in the
tournament namely Oman, UAE,
Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain, Nepal,
Hong Kong, Malaysia, Myanmar
and Bhutan from which two fi-
nalists will qualify for the Wom-
en’s T20 Asia Cup 2022, joining
regional heavyweights India, Pa-
kistan, Sri Lanka and hosts Bang-
ladesh in October.

The format of the tournament
schedules 2 groups of 5 teams
each - Group A : UAE , Malaysia,
Oman , Qatar and Singapore and
Group B: Nepal , Hong Kong , Ku-
wait , Bhutan and Bahrain - in a
round robin league within their
respective groups. 2 teams from
each group qualify for the semi-
finals then.

Oman’s Captain - Vaishali Jes-
rani speaking on the team claims,
“Another big exposure in our way,
definitely a platform for many

Nicholas Pooran, who before this
match, had only bowled three deliv-
eriesin international cricket.

Pooran returned figures of 10-0-
48-4, but more importantly broke
the back of Pakistan’s middle-or-
der at a time when they were ready
to shift gears after Fakhar Zaman
(385) and Imam-ul-Haq (62) had
provided Pakistan an 85-run first
wicket stand.

Pooran picked up four of the
five top-order batters, dismissing
Fakhar, Imam, Mohammad Haris
(0) and Mohammad Rizwan (11).
Babar Azam, who suffered a rare
failure when he scored just one,
was trapped in front of the wickets
by Hayden Walsh.

Nevertheless, Shadab held the
innings together and in partnership
with Khushdil, rebuilt the innings
on a wicket that had no demons.

potential girls to enhance and ex-
press their cricketing potential.
Women’s cricket is on a upbeat &
being a part of such tournaments
are motivating girls to be engaged
with the sport at all times. Its
about new opportunities & new
learning. Oman women’s cricket
is building stronger block by
block. We are hopeful of doing
well in the tournament. The girls
have been training day-in day-out
to be expressive on the field.”

The Oman Women’s National
Team’s previous tournament
exposure at the international
level came in the form of the GCC
Women’s T20i Championship
Cup held at the Oman Cricket
Academy between March 20 and
26,2022. With 4 wins in 5 games,
Oman finished second behind the
United Arab Emirates.

The competition itself is one
that is aligned with and borne
out of the Asian Cricket Coun-
cil’s vision for the development
of Women’s cricket in the region.
It was originally set to be held in
June 2020, but the global onset of
the Covid-19 pandemic rendered
its commencement untenable.

Shadab waited patiently for the lose
deliveries but when they came his
way, they were severely punished as
he continued to nudge and push the
ball around to keep the scoreboard
moving. He was eventually out on
the first ball of the last over as he at-
tempted a ‘Dilscoop’ to find his mid-
dle stump disturbed.

While Shadab dominated the
match with 86 and four for 62,
Imam stole the honours of the se-
ries when he finished as the leading
run-getter with 199 runs at 66.66
with a strike-rate of just under 94.
His last 10 scores in 50-over crick-
et have been 57, 0, 1, 56, 103, 106,
89 not out, 65, 72 and 62, a hall-
mark of a top batter. Pakistan have
strengthened their fourth position
in the Super League with 90 points
in 15 ODIs of five series and have
three series (9 ODIs) remaining. ant
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OMAN CRUDE PRIGE FALLS

Oman oil price (August Delivery
2022) on Monday reached $115.73,
comprising a drop by $3.37 from the
price of last Friday, which was at
$119.10. The average price of Oman oil
(June Delivery 2022) has stabilised at
$102.40, thus $8.56 per barrel lower
than May Delivery 2022. - ona

WWW.TIMESOFOMAN.COM
TUESDAY, JUNE 14, 2022

MSXINDEX ENDS LOWER

The MSX index closed at 4,122.94 points,
down by 0.07 per cent from the previous
close. The Sharia Index ended up by 0.55 per
cent at 461.99 points. Oman Chlorine, up 9.66
per cent, was the top gainer while, A'Saffa
Foods, down 9.7 per cent, was the top loser.

OMR7mn plant to come
up at Sohar Freezone

With an estimated total investment of OMR7

million, the project includes the construction

of facilities for melting/smelting in the first

phase and steel rolling

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Sohar Port and Free-
zone has signed an agreement with
Sohar Steel Rolling to lease approx-
imately 40,000 sqgm of land for the
construction of a steel rod manu-
facturing unit at the Freezone.
With an estimated total invest-
ment of OMR 7 million, the project
includes the construction of fa-
cilities for melting/smelting in the
first phase and steel rolling in the
second phase. Anticipated to be
in operation towards Q3, 2023 the
project is expected to create con-

in the second phase

siderable opportunities for busi-
ness collaborations while adding
to the growing number of leased
areas in Sohar Freezone’s flourish-
ing metals cluster.

Omar bin Mahmood Al Mahrizi,
Chief Executive Officer of Sohar
Freezone, DCEO Sohar Port said,
“At Sohar, we are always looking
to expand the possibilities to grow
our metals cluster, which is one of
the most promising sectors. So-
har Steel Rolling’s new facility is
poised to meet the huge demand for
stainless steel manufacturing. This
collaboration is a positive step to-

wards enhancing in-country value

by boosting the competitiveness of
Sohar Freezone in bringing in new

investments linked to the down-
stream of these industries.”

Nimer Ibrahim Nimer Elsamna,
Chief Executive Officer of Sohar
Steel Rolling, added, “With access
to raw materials and reliable, af-

fordable energy, Sohar Freezone
offers an ideal environment for us
to enhance our competitive posi-
tion and grow sustainably. We look
forward to supporting the develop-
ment of Oman’s metal manufactur-
ers and production industries while
contributing to its wider economic
diversification objectives.”

Yen, rupee hit record
lows against dollar

TOKYO: The Japanese yen and
India’s rupee on Monday slid
against the US dollar ahead of an
expected move by the US to raise
interest rates again.

With $1 dollar worth 135.19
yen, Japan’s currency on Monday
morning was at its lowest against
the dollar in 24 years, since the
Asian currency crisis of 1998.

The rupee fell to 78.2825 for
$1, another all-time low, with the
currency’s value in uncharted
territory against the greenback
for several months now.

This comes amid rising prices
globally, as well as capital out-
flows in emerging markets as in-
vestors turn risk-averse.

Several currencies have been
weakened in recent months as
the US Federal Reserve moves
toward tighter policies to tackle
soaring inflation triggered by
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

The Bank of Japan, however,
has taken a different approach to
the Fed, sticking to its long-stand-
ing monetary easing program in
hopes that it will stabilise growth.

“The ongoing backdrop to the

yen’s fall is the growing gap be-
tween long-term interest rates
in Japan and the United States,”
Takahide Kinouchi, an execu-
tive economist at Nomura Re-
search Institute, said in a recent
commentary.

Meanwhile, India’s Reserve
Bank hiked borrowing costs by
50 basis points last week. The
out-of-cycle 0.4 per cent rate rise
in May was the second in recent
months. The Indian central bank
has also sought to stabilise the
currency by selling off foreign
currency. With inflation jump-
ing in India, hitting an eight-year
high of 7.79 per cent in April, the
government banned wheat ex-
ports, capped sugar exports and
cut duties on fuel and food oils.

European currencies have
been on a similar trajectory in
recent weeks and months, with
the euro, the Swiss franc and the
British pound all hitting roughly
four-week lows against the dollar
on Monday in early trading.

The euro slid to just below
$1.05 for the first time since mid-
May. -ow

CMA adopts new approach to calculate
solvency margin of insurance firms

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Capital Market
Authority (CMA) has started
since the beginning of this year to
adopt a new approach to calculat-
ing the solvency margin of insur-
ance companies, which reflects
the ability of the insurance com-
pany to discharge its obligations
toward insurance policyholders.

This is in continuation of the
methodology of continuous de-
velopment and evaluation of the
legislative structures and regu-
latory tools adopted by the CMA
to protect all the stakeholders
in the capital market and insur-
ance sectors.

The risk-based approach for
the calculation of solvency mar-
gin measures the amount of the
insurance company’s capital to
support its business in light of the
risk exposure, which varies from
one company to another.

Previously the calculation of
the solvency margin was meas-
ured according to the adequacy of
assets compared to the liabilities.

The CMA had issued Deci-
sion No. (18/2022) regarding the
amendment of certain provisions
of the Executive Regulations of
the Insurance Companies Law
published in the Official Gazette
No. (1428) on February 6, 2022,
which includes the necessary
amendments for calculation of
the risk-based solvency margin.
This move comes after consid-

WTO members
urged to address
needs of women
entrepreneurs

GENEVA: World Trade Or-
ganisation (WTO) members
must step up work to ensure that
trade and trade rules better serve
women amid disruptions posed
by multiple crises, Director-
General Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala
said at the WTO-International
Trade Centre joint event titled
‘Unlocking Trade for Women’s
Empowerment and Sustainable
Development’ held on June 12,
the first day of the 12th Ministe-
rial Conference (MC12).

The event spotlighted per-
spectives from entrepreneurs
and enabling organisations to ef-
fectively increase women’s par-
ticipation in international trade.

“We need to deepen and diver-
sify supply networks and bring
more countries and communities
from the economic margins to
the mainstream. In this process,
which I think of as re-globalisa-
tion, women have to be at the cen-
tre,” Okonjo-Iweala said. -wam

-

eration of the most appropriate
approaches used in calculating
the solvency margin of insurance
companies to develop methods,
processes and basis for risk man-
agement in the sector companies
in Oman, and to adopt the regula-
tory process and offsite audit of
their performance. The solvency
margin calculation approach fo-
cusing on risk-based capital ad-
equacy to cover the various risk
factors is one of the best interna-
tionally applicable practices in
recent years recommended by the
International Association of In-
surance Supervisors (TIAIS).

The CMA emphasises that the
risk-based calculation of solven-
cy margin approach contributes
to achieving a number of objects
such as enhancing the capital of
insurance companies, the pos-
sibility of identifying the risks to
which each company is exposed

LI TR LT

according to the nature and size
of its business and determining
the appropriate methods for man-
agement of such risks, as well as
its importance in protecting the
rights of insurance policyholders,
shareholders, related parties, and
developing sound management
practices in insurance compa-
nies, which will reflect in enhanc-
ing investor confidence in the in-
surance sector in Oman.

CMA calls on all insurance
companies to adjust their situ-
ations during the current year
following the requirements of
the new solvency calculation ap-
proach in preparation for the
actual implementation of the
audited financial statements for
the financial year that ends in De-
cember 2022 as the first financial
statements to which the new ap-
proach will be applied for calcu-
lating the solvency.

Sultanate of Oman
Ministry af labor

TENDER
ANNOUNCEMENT

following tender:

The Internal Tender Committee at the Ministry of Labour announces the

Tender Tender Last date for
No. title tender purchase
online
Providing a system to raise Sunday
aiaes backup efficiency [ 19/06/2022 at 2:00 pm

Bid
submission
date

Monday
27/06/2022 at 10 am.

»  Bids shall be opened at 11:00 am on Monday 27/06/2022

labour OMAN

= Specialized establishments may obtain the tender's documents online through the following link,
starting from Monday 12/06/2022 at 07:30 am: Mitps:/fetendering tenderboard. gov.om

= Each bid shall enclose a bank guarantes for 1% of the total bid value issued by a local bank
addressed to the Ministry of Labour and valid for 30 days from the date of bid submission.

= Bids shall be submitted onling along with a copy of the bank guarantes. The original bank
guarantes shall be submitted when requested by the Ministry.

(The Ministry shall not be bound to accept the lowest or any other bid)
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Caterpillar ECF-2 Renault RLD-2 JASO DH-1 Global DHD -1 Detroit DDC 93K215
Oil with very high thermal and oxidation stability,

fortified with special additives.

Available in Grade of 15W-40

Official distributors for Oman

rru_:/}a MOOSA ABDUL RAHMAN HASSAN & Co. LLG

GHUBRA | WADI KABIR | MABELLA | SALALAH | SOHAR
NIZwa | 1BRI | SUR | 1BRA

+968 9931 6792

MOTOR OIL TRUSTED FOR OVER 100 YEARS
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MSX index
ends lower

Oman Chlorine, up 9.66 per cent, was the top

gainer while, A’Saffa Foods, down 9.7 per cent,

was the top loser

MUSCAT: The MSX index
closed at 4,122.94 points, down
by 0.07 per cent from the previous
close. The Sharia Index ended up
by 0.55 per cent at 461.99 points.
Oman Chlorine, up 9.66 per cent,
was the top gainer while, A’Saffa
Foods, down 9.7 per cent, was
the top loser. Shares of Sohar In-
ternational Bank were the most
active in terms of the number of
shares traded as well as in terms
of turnover.

A total number of 446 trades
were executed during the day’s
trading session, generatingaturno-
ver of OMR3 45 million, with more
than 16.84 million shares changing
hands. Out of 47 traded securi-
ties, 12 advanced, 12 declined, and
23 remained unchanged. At the
session close, domestic investors
were net buyers for OMR182,000
while GCC & Arab investors were
net sellers for OMR158,000, fol-
lowed by foreign investors for
OMR24,000 worth of shares.

Financial Index closed at
6,592.73 points, up 0.12 per cent.
The prices of Sohar International
Bank, Al Madina Takaful, Bank
Dhofar and Ahli Bank were up
by 2 per cent, 1.09 per cent, 0.87
per cent and 0.81 per cent respec-
tively. Prices of Taageer Finance,
Bank Muscat, Oman & Emirates
Investment and Al Shargia In-
vestment were down by 2.27 per
cent, 1.83 per cent, 1.11 per cent
and 1.1 per cent respectively.

Industrial Index closed at
5,959.54 points, up 042 per cent.
Prices of Oman Chlorine, Al Maha
Ceramics, Galfar Engineering and
Al Anwar Ceramics were up by
9.66 per cent, 3.52 per cent, 1.92
per cent and 0.48 per cent respec-
tively. Services Index was down
by 0.14 per cent before closing at
1,588.19 points. Prices of Phoe-
nix Power, Barka Desalination
and Ooredoo were up by 2.0 per
cent, 0.71 per cent and 0.63 per
cent respectively. — united securities

MUSCAT
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INDICES

Index Value Prev. Value.......... DY rerercrencos Diff %
MSX 30 INDEX 4,122.94 4,125.81 -2.87 -0.07
FINANCIAL INDEX. 6,592.72 6,584.74. 7.98 0.12
Industry Index 5,959.54 5,934.81 2473 042
Services Index 1,588.19 1,590.34. -2.15 -0.14
MSX Shariah Index 461.99 45945 2.54 0.55
MSX TR INDEX. 5,195.70 5,199.31 -3.62 -0.07
FINANCIAL TR IDX 6,892.72 6,884.37. 8.35 0.12
SERVICES TR IDX 1,642.16 1,644.38 -2.23 -0.14
INDUSTRIAL TR IDX.....ccoovomerererunne 6,226.53......cccceuu. 6,166.60 6,185.00 6,159.34 25.66 042
Trading Summary

Volume ......ccceeenee Turnover .......... Trades Market Cap. Up Down Equal......... Sec. Traded
16,844,360 3447673 446 22,431,670,696 12 12 23 47

SHARE PRICE BULLETIN FOR MONDAY, JUNE 13

VOLUME TURNOVER TRADES.

REGULAR MARKET

| — CLOSEPR.......... PREV. CLOSE......... DIFF (RD) oo 1] 3 Jo— e LASTPR e LASTBID....re LAST OFFER-mee PAR VALUE........ MARKET CAP

0OMO0000005005 ALMAHA CERAMICS

5,000 650.

0.100......29,150,000

0OMO0000003398 SOHAR INT. BANK

816,491

8,146,605

0.100...304,986,354

AHLIBANK

OOREDOO

0.100....241,757,526
0.100...207,000,265

OMO0000002168. ALANWAR CERAMIC

OM0000001152.. OMAN NAT. ENG

0.100....92,840,000

OMO0000001483.. NATIONAL BANK OMAN

OMO0000001525.. OMAN INVST& FIN.

OMO0000001533 OMINVEST.

...... 14,560,000

334,944,949

OMO0000001749.. OMAN CEMENT

...... 33,417,000
-.204,519,820

OMO0000002176..

OMO0000003125.. GLOBALINV.H

JAZEERA STEEL PROD......occcooerricorinn

...... 83,379,923

0OMO0000001400 OMAN FLOUR MILLS

0OMO0000002440

RENAISSANCE SER.

JATES AR QTN [V At

44,963,266

.....13,800,000

OMAN TELECOM.

BANK MUSCAT

OMO0000003281..
Total 1

TAAGEER FINA

QSN ) LY/ =

OM0000002341.. OMAN CHLORINE

0.100......21,656,964

PHOENIX POWER

0.100......74,592,674

GALFAR ENGINEER.

BANK DHOFAR

MADINA TAKAFUL....ccoovmmsrmrimrrierrieen

21,516,563
0.100......16,275,000

‘OM0000008710. BARKA DESALINATION

OM0000001095. DHOFAR INSURANCE

OM0000001160.. NATIONAL GAS

OM0000001418.. RAYSUT CEMENT

179,725

347,576,767
10724124

.19,904,789

12,580,000

OM0000001509. DHOFAR INT.

BElO U R—

OMO0000001517 ........... HSBC BANK OMAN

125,555,

....32,000,000
...... 55,248,253

..228,035,658

OM0000001566 OMAN FISHERIE:

32,700

OM0000001590.. MUSCAT FINANCE
OM0000001772. ALANWAR INVESTMENT

1,312,089.......90/

OM0000003661........... VOLTAMP ENERGY.

681,750.

0,939,016

< 21,193,096

+....17,200,000

OM0000004420 BANK NIZWA

OM0000004669 SHARQIYAH DESALIN.

OM0000004735 SEMBCORP SALALAH

OM0000001681. OMAN EMIRATES HO.

OM0000001368. CONSTRUCTION M.

OM0000001319.. ALUMINIUM PROD.

OM0000001301.. DHOFAR CATTLE.

OM0000008447 OMAN REIT FUND

OM0000002804......... ASAFFAFOODS.

Total 4

5,147,361

500,349. 187

......... 9,361,316

212,510,538

...... 10,660,435

...... 67,774,608

.10,846,875

0.100.....31,098,301

-9.697

0.100......17,880,000

Hawana Salalah’s Laguna Gardens project 1s sold out

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Muriya, Oman’s most
diversified real estate developer,
has sold out Laguna Gardens, a new
residential community set at the
heart of Hawana Salalah, Oman’s
largest tourism destination.

The newly launched project
provides lucrative investment
opportunities with spacious
properties and unique archi-
tectural designs, varying from
classic, to modern and contem-
porary, offering residents an el-
evated experience of living.

The master planned communi-
ty is elevating Oman’s real estate
and tourism sectors to a new lev-
el of luxury, design and conveni-
ence with resort-style living for
residents and visitors to Hawana
Salalah.

The desirable waterfront de-
velopment features a selection
of one-, two- and three-bedroom
single storey villas, each enjoying
uninterrupted views of the lagoon
from their private gardens.

Laguna Gardens is the largest

neighbourhood within the desti-
nation, boasting 240 units, each
designed to celebrate the finer
things in life with superb access
to Hawana Salalah’s 5-star resort
facilities. A few units remain avail-
able to sell in the waterfront neigh-
bourhood Azure, with delivery in
two years for all nationalities.
“Laguna Gardens is unique
within Hawana Salalah in a sense
that it combines inspirational wa-
terfront designs and functional
spaces with the strengths of all
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Muriya developments.

“The neighbourhood has been
very popular since we first intro-
duced the concept and buyers have
been drawn to its harmonious re-
lationship with the surrounding
nature,” said Seif Elkhouly, Chief
Development Officer, Muriya.

“The project offers ultimate lux-
ury and within walking distance of
the resort-style amenities. Over-
seas buyers can also apply for life-
time family residency and enjoy
their holiday home all year round.”

Muriya has been Oman’s pio-
neering developer of resort-like
towns where people can live, visit
or enjoy leisure offerings.

The destination currently fea-
tures over 1,100 hotel rooms, a
170-berth marina, a bustling com-
munity complete with restaurants,
cafes and facilities that continue to
grow. After more than a decade of
rock-solid progress, Muriya con-
tinues to march forward with con-
fidence building resort-inspired
communities across Oman.

Worldwide government I'T
spending to grow in 2022

DUBAI: Worldwide government
IT spending is forecast to total
$565.7 billion in 2022, an increase
of 5 per cent from 2021, according
to Gartner, Inc.

Government IT spending in
the Middle East and North Africa
(Mena) region will total $13.3 bil-
lion in 2022, growing 1.8 per cent
from 2021.

“The last few years of enduring
pandemic challenges have mobi-
lised a wave of digital transfor-
mation activities in government
organisations across the world,”
said Daniel Snyder, director ana-
lyst at Gartner.

“Governments are executing
innovative activities by harness-
ing technology to streamline
digital services, advance automa-
tion processes and evolve citizen
experiences.”

In 2022, government I'T spend-
ing is forecast to increase across
all segments except internal
services and telecom services.
Continuing the trend from 2021,
the software is forecast to re-

cord the strongest growth across
all segments in 2022. As legacy
modernisation continues to be a
priority in government organiza-
tions, growth in the data centre
systems segment will continue to
slow through the forecast period.

Governments continue to in-
vest in critical application soft-
ware that directly supports end-
user interfaces driving strong
growth in this segment. Spending
on telecom services is set to de-
crease in 2022 as governments
reduce spending on expensive
legacy systems in favour of digital
service delivery models.

“Mena governments will con-
tinue to increase their spending
towards digitalisation efforts in
2022, said Apeksha Kaushik,
principal analyst at Gartner.
2022 will be a pivotal year for
CIOs as they strive to make pub-
lic services more agile, resilient
and responsive. The need to opti-
mise and modernise government
business processes and services
remains as great as ever.

PhazeRo to collaborate with Microsoit
to accelerate innovation in Oman

MUSCAT: Omani software com-
pany PhazeRo entered into a
Memorandum of Understanding
with Microsoft during the third
day of the largest technology,
communications, innovation and
digital transformation show in the
Sultanate of Oman, Comex 2022.
Under the agreement, Micro-
soft and PhazeRo will collaborate
to help identify growth opportu-
nities and accelerate innovation
for the software consulting firm in
Oman and across the Middle East.
Microsoft will provide cross-
selling support for opportunities
within PhazeRo’s core competen-
cy, such as web development and
Al-based applications. Microsoft

will also provide access to online
learning materials to upskill tech-
nical capabilities, free credits to
Microsoft Online services such as
Office 365 to facilitate rapid pro-
totyping and scaling, and access to
Microsoft pre-sales consultants
to support PhazeRo in large-scale
opportunities.

“At PhazeRo we believe in in-
vesting heavily in the growth of
our talent to ensure they adapt as
markets change. This agreement
will enable us to access the tools
and resources to do so by build-
ing on our technical capabilities,”
said Masoud Al Rawahi, Founder
and CEO of PhazeRo. “Most im-
portantly, our partnership with

Microsoft will support our efforts
to significantly scale and grow
our business as well as our capa-
bilities, to accelerate innovation,
maximise new opportunities and
enhance our competitiveness.”

Partnership
Through the new partnership,
Microsoft will assist PhazeRo in
developing and sourcing speak-
ers for business ecosystem events
such as boot camps, hackathons
and tech contests. Meanwhile,
PhazeRo will consider Microsoft
Azure its preferred cloud plat-
form to develop, build and host
end customer solutions.

The two will also collaborate on

end-customer workshops to drive
more pipelines for both parties
around Azure.

“Microsoft has long been
committed to supporting enter-
prises in their contribution to
establishing Oman as a modern,
knowledge-based economy,” said
Sheikh Saif Hilal Al Hosni, Coun-
try Manager at Microsoft Oman
and Bahrain. “With innovation
as a core foundation of a sustain-
able, competitive economy that is
productive and diverse, it is im-
portant to empower people and
organisations with the right tools
and resources that will enhance
their capability to innovate better
and faster.”
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The findings
of a recent
study suggest
that children
who move
while learn-
ing sounds

of letters
significantly
improve their
ability to rec-
ognise indi-
vidual letter
sounds

The overarching
goal is to learn
more about which
methods can

he used to give
heginner readers
a good start. The
idea is that if,
through play and
movement, we
can reach children
where they are
and where their
strengths truly lie -
and we can create
a form of learning
that combines
reading with play
- then that's truly
positive.

T his is the conclusion of a new study con-
ducted by the University of Copenhagen’s
Department of Nutrition, Exercise and
Sports and Denmark’s National Centre for Read-
ing, in collaboration with 10 Copenhagen area
school classes. It was published in the journal
Educational Psychology Review.

Reading is a complex and crucial skill that im-
pacts the ability of youth to perform as students,
across social contexts and in their eventual work-
ing lives. Therefore, it is important to develop
reading skills during childhood.

Now, a team of researchers from the University
of Copenhagen and Denmark’s National Centre
for Reading has focused on whether whole-body
learning in instruction, known as embodied learn-
ing, has a positive impact on children’s ability to
learn letter sounds.

“Our research demonstrated that children who
used their whole body to shape the sounds of let-
ters became twice as proficient at letter sounds
that are more difficult to learn compared to those
who received traditional instruction,” says PhD
student Linn Damsgaard of UCPH’s Department
of Nutrition, Exercise and Sports.

With regards to difficult letter sounds, she
adds, “There are many difficult letter sounds in
Danish and these sounds are particularly impor-
tant because once children become proficient at
them, it has already been shown that they will be
better readers.”

The project included 149 children, 5 - 6 years
old, who had just started school. They were divid-
ed into three groups: one that stood up and used
their whole body to shape letter sounds; a seated
group that shaped letter sounds with their hands
and arms; and a control group that received tra-
ditional, seated instruction during which they
wrote letters out by hand.

The study also demonstrated that students
who shaped difficult letter sounds with hand
movements while seated also had a greater in-
crease in proficiency than the control group.

Giving beginner readers the
hest start possible
Associate Professor Jacob Wienecke of UCPH’s
Department of Nutrition, Exercise and Sports led
the study and explains the project’s background:
“The overarching goal is to learn more about
which methods can be used to give beginner read-
ers a good start. The idea is that if, through play
and movement, we can reach children where they
are and where their strengths truly lie - and we
can create a form of learning that combines read-
ing with play - then that’s truly positive.”

Previously, the researchers demonstrated
that the children felt more motivated by teach-
ing methods which incorporated physical move-
ment. Associate Professor Jacob Wienecke hopes
this will provide an opportunity to inspire teach-
ers and school managers to prioritise movement
across subjects.

The study also investigated whether a di-
rect effect of embodied learning could be found
through children’s reading of individual words.
This was not possible, which may be due, among
other things, to the fact that the children were at
such an early stage of their literacy development
that they could not yet transfer their knowledge of
letter sounds to reading words. Or, as PhD student
Linn Damsgaard describes it: “Just because you
learn the notes and sounds of a flute, doesn’t make
you a master.” -ant

MOVING WHILE
LEARNING

BOOSTS LETTER-SOUND
REGOGNITION IN GHILDREN
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View of Mordaga National
Forest Park in Hulun Buir,
Inner Mongolia

Aerial picture shows the
view of Mordaga National
Forest Park in Hulun

Buir, north China’s Inner
Mongolia Autonomous
Region. — xinhua

A glimpse of lotus
flowers in China

A bee approaches

a lotus flower in
Tayang Township,
Rionghai City of
south China’s Hainan
Province.

— Xinhua

Uganda strives to eliminate
child labour worsened by
COVID-19 pandemic

A child works in a garden
in Kampala, Uganda. As the
world commemorated the
World Day Against Child
Labour, Uganda said it is
making effort to eliminate
the vice, which has been
exacerbated by the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic. — xinhua
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Indonesia’s Sidoarjo

hit by flood

A mother and her daughter
push their bikes through
flood water after heavy rain
at Waru in Sidoarjo, East
Java, Indonesia. — xinhua

-

Sonakshi Sinha at the
promotion of a new fit-
ness show ‘Shape of Yow’
Bollywood actress
Sonakshi Sinha poses

for a picture during

the promotion of a new
fitness show ‘Shape of
You’, in Mumbali. —am
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Lancang-Mekong
International Food
Exposition held in
Vientiane, Laos

People visit the Lancang-
Mekong International
Food Exposition in
Vientiane, Laos. The expo
is held from June 10 to
19, aiming to promote
and showcase food, art
and crafts of Lancang-
Mekong region’s
countries. Xinhua

International Festival of
Land Art held in Sidi Bou
Said, Tunisia

Paintings are displayed in
the town of Sidi Bou Said
in Tunis, Tunisia. The town
of Sidi Bou Said, a tourist
destination in Tunis, held
the International Festival
of the Land Art, inviting
dozens of artists from
Tunisia and surrounding
countries to display their
paintings in order to
increase local popularity.

— Xinhua

Scenery of
Shizuoka, Japan
Picture shows a
view of Shimoda
City, Shizuoka,
Japan. — xinhua
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he United Nations’ climate
T change conference in Bonn,

Germany — a dress rehears-
al for the COP27 climate gathering
happening in Egyptin November —
has been a war of words in terms of
who pays for climate disasters.

The two-week conference that
began this week is focused on loss
and damage, adaptation, climate
finance and plans to limit tempera-
ture rise to 1.5 degrees Celsius. But
it is also refocusing on one particu-
lar topic left unresolved at the 2021
Glasgow climate summit: How to
make rich, historically high-emit-
ting nations foot the bill for the
climate-related loss and damage
inflicted on poor, vulnerable com-
munities.

The fact that the annual per
capita carbon footprint in Sub-Sa-
haran Africa in 2020 was around
0.1 tonnes, as opposed to up to 17
tonnes in Australia, Canada and
the US, has amplified calls for cli-
mate justice.

Horn of Africa nations Kenya,
Ethiopia, Somalia and South Su-
dan are together responsible for
only 0.1 per cent of global emis-
sions, according to a report by
the Kenya-headquartered char-
ity Oxfam International that was
released this week. Yet climate
impacts in the region, including a
long and crippling drought, have
proven catastrophic for millions
of inhabitants.

Climate vulnerable nations suf-
fering from extreme weather say
adaptation is only part of the prob-
lem, and they are demanding mon-
ey for the damage already caused.

Meanwhile, the US — the highest
historical emitter of greenhouse
gas — refuses to admit liability or
commit to a loss-and-damage fi-
nance mechanism.

That is why at the Glasgow cli-
mate summit, India, an emerging
economy with a relatively low 2
tonnes of per capita emissions,
said it would not update its climate
targets unless it were promised $1
trillion (€950 billion) for loss and
damages by 2030.

But will the planet burn as coun-
tries wait for payouts before mak-
ing emission cuts?

Here are 4 nations who are
making their compensation case
in Bonn before the business of im-
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,i most cl}mate vulnerahle countries — often also the

t hch hlgh-emlssmn nations to pay for climate
ges. But what exa,ctlv could such funds do?

plementation begins in Africa in
November this year.

India

India is a top ten historical emitter
of COZ2, even if its per capita emis-
sions are around eight times lower
than those of richer nations like
the US and Australia.

The country with the world’s
second-highest population has
been vocal about the need for de-
veloped nations to compensate it
for worsening climate impacts that
include more frequent, severe and
earlier heatwaves, water scarcity
and rising seas levels.

At the last climate summit in
Glasgow, India stressed it would
onlyupdate its climate targets once
rich nations paid up $1 trillion.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
did finally pledge to achieve net-
zero emissions by 2070 and reduce
CO2 emissions and generate 50 per
cent of energy with renewables by
decade’s end.

But in a country that generates
70 per cent of its power with coal,
its current climate targets and poli-
cies are still rated “insufficient” by
climate think tank Climate Action
Tracker (CAT).

India refuses to phase out coal
power, saying it will only commit
to a “phase down” as renewables
come onboard. The country lob-
bied for this language in an effort to
water down the Glasgow Climate
Pact at the last minute, leaving
some activists in tears.

As India is an emerging econ-
omy, it cannot “compromise on
development,” said Indian Envi-
ronment and Climate Change Min-
ister Bhupender Yadav in the lead-
up to the Bonn conference.

He insists that developed na-
tions must commit climate fi-
nances for India to adapt to cli-
mate change, even if the South
Asian powerhouse is likely to re-
main the world’s third-highest an-
nual carbon emitter.

Somalia
Drought-stricken Somalia is argu-
ably the country most impacted
by climate change, as thousands of
camps house people who have been
displaced by extreme flooding and
drought.

In 2021, the worst locust plague

in 25 years destroyed crops and
livelihoods. Already poor and
displaced people have become
increasingly vulnerable amid an
ongoing civil war. Few have the re-
sources to eat, let alone adapt to cli-
mate change, as the worst drought
in a decade increases malnutrition
and threatens a famine.

A report by UK-based policy in-
stitute Chatham House says imme-
diate funding is needed for climate
adaptation in a country on the
front line of climate change.

The report details how interna-
tional donors helped locals repair a
small dam in a displacement camp
in central Somalia. Opening a ca-
nal to release river water secured
drinking water and also helped
small businesses to trade again.

But such local adaptation invest-
ments are “only a fraction of what
isneeded to avert the worst climate
disasters,” wrote the Chatham
House authors.

Based on the principle of climate
justice, they added that “equity
demands developed countries in-
crease commitments to, and the
accessibility of, climate finance for
vulnerable communities.”

Guatemala
The Central American coun-
try consistently suffers extreme
weather events including drought
and storms and ranks ninth in the
world for level of risk to climate
change impacts, according to
the World Bank. These impacts
are worsened by increasing de-
forestation and slash-and-burn
subsistence agriculture that de-
grades land and over-exploits
scarce water resources.

As the climate crisis worsens,
many men migrate and seek work
in other countries like the US,

meaning Guatemalan women have
become central to addressing loss
and damage.

The Oxfam International report
“Footing the Bill” presents Heidy
Ramirez as an example. Ramirez,
who lost her home and crops after
her village was destroyed by storms
in 2020, is struggling to obtain re-
sources for the climate emergency
committee she established.

“We need waistcoats, life jackets,
lamps, radios, backpacks, boats,”
she said of getting prepared for the
next climate disaster. “At the mo-
ment we don’t have anything.”

South Africa

Like India, South Africa is a large
emerging economy that is heav-
ily reliant on fossil fuels while
also struggling to combat climate
change. It is also Africa’s biggest
COR emitter.

Some 400 people were killed in
April in the East of the country
when extreme rainfall triggered
devastating flooding and land-
slides. One study identified cli-
mate change as the likely culprit.
Damages have already reached
the billions.

With 90 per cent of climate
funding committed to mitigation,
developing countries like South
Africa want more money to help
adapt to the climate crisis and also
to break an addiction to coal that
powers nearly all of the energy grid.

At the 2021 COP26 climate
conference in Glasgow, the US
and several European nations,
including Germany, pledged $8.5
billion (€7.3 billion) to help South
Africa phase out coal, expand re-
newable energy sources and pro-
vide green jobs.

After the deal was done, South
African President Cyril Ramapho-
sa called it a “watershed moment”
for South Africa and the world.

“It is proof that we can take
ambitious climate action while
increasing our energy security,
creating jobs and harnessing new
opportunities for investment, with
support from developed coun-
tries,” Ramaphosa said.

If South Africa can negoti-
ate more finance in Bonn and
increase its climate ambition at
COP27, it could be a model of a
just transition. - ow
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inistry honours Alizz
ank for its CSR efforts

The award was
received by
Murtadha Jawad

Al Lawati, AGM -
Head of Marketing
& Corporate
Communications
Department of Alizz
Islamic Bank

MUSCAT: In recognition of its pi-
oneering role in giving back to the
community, Alizz Islamic Bank
was honoured by the Ministry of
Social Development at an event
that was held by the ministry to
felicitate government and private
organisations that offer support to
social responsibility programmes.

The event was held under the
patronage of His Highness Sayyid
Kamil bin Fahad Al Said in the
presence of Dr Laila bint Ahmed
Al- Najjar, Minister of Social De-
velopment, CEOs and representa-

tives of the private sector and
many distinguished guests.

The award was received by
Murtadha Jawad Al Lawati, AGM
- Head of Marketing & Corporate
Communications Department of
Alizz Islamic Bank.

Alizz Islamic Bank recently en-
tered into voluntary partnerships to
support various CSR initiatives, un-
der direct supervision by the CEOQ,
including contributing towards
building the Centre of Excellence
for Children with Disabilities and
collecting donations for orphans of
the Child Care Center. Additionally,
it is seeking to engage employees
in voluntary work, in collaboration
with several associations.

"'"!

The bank implemented various
social responsibility programs,
such as a direct donation of OMR
150,000 to the Oman Charitable
Organisation’s Cyclone Shaheen
Aid Fund and a relief and food
campaign launched to support
those affected by the Cyclone, with
the participation of a large num-
ber of volunteers from across the
Sultanate who distributed aids to
those affected. Moreover, the bank
also offered support to its custom-
ers that were directly affected by
Cyclone Shaheen.

Alizz Islamic Bank also con-
tinued its ‘Iftar Sayem’ initiative,
for the eighth consecutive year, to
distribute Ramadan boxes, filled

Kia K5 GTL: Stunning
and feature-loaded sedan

MUSCAT: Kia K5 is one of the
most stunning and feature-load-
ed sedans in the Kia range. Of-
fering customers immense op-
portunities to make loads of fine
impressions, the K5 GTL is truly
distinctive in every aspect.

The K5 GTL’s impressive de-
sign is complemented by its
equally thrilling power packed
performance. The K5 GTL’s an-
gular design language represents
another chapter of boldness and
passion for the brand. From the
side, the K5’s low-slung and fast-
back silhouette confirms the im-
pression it was made to excite,
highlighted by a chrome garnish
that spans the roofline and wraps
around the rear glass.

A number of exterior design
traits give the K5 GTL an un-
expected level of visual impact.
These include LED Headlamps,
LED Daytime Running Lights,
LED Front Fog Lamps, LED Rear
Fog Lamps, LED Rear Combina-
tion Lamps, 18” Alloy Wheels,

Solar Glass, Panoramic Sunroof
and Dual LED Headlamps.

Powering journeys in the K5
GTL is a 2.5L GDI engine dish-
ing out 191 HP and 25.1 KG.M.
Torque. Thisis paired toa 8-speed
Automatic Transmission. Making
these experiences even more in-
dulging are a range of features like
Drive Mode Select, Auto Cruise
Control, Power Driver Seat, Auto
AC, Power Passenger Seat, Navi-
gation with 10.25” Display, Pre-
mium Music System, Red Leath-
er Seats, Ventilated Front Seats,
Paddle Shifter, Aluminium Ped-
als, Mood Lamp, Android Auto &
Car Play and more.

Harmonising the open layout of
the cockpitis anewly designed in-
fotainment display that seamless-
ly stretches into the instrument
panel, creating a futuristic, three-
dimensional layout and driver-
centric space. Creating an invit-
ing and comfortable interior are
a range of features that include
Tinted Glass, Tilt & Telescopic

Steering, Radio with USB, Audio
Remote Control, Driver’s Seat
Height Adjuster, Rear AC Vents,
Leather AT Knob and more.
While the K5 GTL does its bit
toincrease the excitement on eve-
ry journey, its range of advanced
safety features ensure you make
the most of your experiences. The
K5 GTL is equipped with Driver
and Front Passenger Airbags,
Side and Curtain Airbags, Elec-
tro Chromic Inside Mirror, Blind
Spot Collision Warning (BCW),
Blind Spot View Monitor (BVM),

Around View Monitor (AVM),
Anti-Lock Braking System (ABS),

Electronic  Stability Program
(ESP), Tyre Pressure Monitoring
system (TPMS), Front and Rear
Parking Assist system and Elec-
tric Parking Brake (EPB) with

Auto Hold and more.

Reliable International Auto-
motive (RIA), the distributor for
Kia in Oman provides a reward-
ing ownership experience for
customers.

with essential food items, to low-
income families in the communi-
ties that the bank operates.

The bank supported the Minis-
try of Social Development’s efforts
to provide students from low-in-
come families with the advanced
technologies they need to access
the distance learning platforms
that schools resorted to as a result
of the pandemic.

In this regard, the bank donated
50 laptops and 10 tablets to the
ministry to ensure that these chil-
dren can continue their education.

The social responsibility pro-
grammes implemented by the
bank are in line with its mission
of achieving exceptional and sus-
tainable outcomes for our share-
holders. Since its inception, Alizz
Islamic Bank launched several
projects that had a positive impact
onthe community and created val-
ue for everyone.

The bank has prioritised invest-
ing in our communities to provide
abetter life for the people it serves
across the Sultanate as it believed
that investment in sustainable
initiatives is the key to the welfare
of society.

Thebank has offered strong sup-
port to effective national organi-
sations that aim to build strong
and flexible communities and has
contributed to the growth of non-
profit social organisations.

TIMES OF OMAN
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epe  IELTS Testing Wenue Agreement
- Ternatianal Eduiation Spedialist

June 2022

Majan College signs
agreement with IDP
Oman to become an
IELTS Test Venue

MUSCAT: Majan University
College, one of the leading pri-
vate higher education institu-
tions in the Sultanate of Oman,
has signed an agreement with
IDP Education Oman to become
an IELTS Test Venue.

This agreement provides for
the conduct of the IELT'S test on
the college campus. As an IELTS
Test Venue, Majan is open to the
applicants to Majan’s academic
programmes as well as candi-
dates from the community who
need to take the test.

This partnership with IDP
Education Oman reflects Ma-
jan’s strategy of partnering with
leading higher education insti-
tutions and service providers
to offer end-to-end solutions to

those seeking academic qualifi-
cations. IDP Education is a proud
co-owner of IELTS alongside the
British Council and Cambridge
Assessment English. As a global
leader in international education
services, IDP Education operates
in 31 countries, with headquar-
ters in Australia.

On signing the agreement, Dr
Maha Kobeil, Dean and CEO of
Majan University College, em-
phasised the importance of mak-
ing education services accessible
as well as serving the community
through partnerships. Yasir Ma-
jeed, Country Manager Oman at
IDP Education Ltd, reiterated his
organisation’s commitment to
partnering with Majan in provid-
ing IELTS testing services.

Nissan Patrol Super Safari
available on low EMI rate

MUSCAT: Nissan Oman, from the
house of Suhail Bahwan Automo-
biles (SBA), has announced a low
EMI on Nissan Patrol Super Sa-
fari. With its proud heritage, com-
posed of power, determination and
strength, the Nissan Patrol Super
Safari transcends one’s expecta-
tions of any vehicle. Customers
can now avail an exceptionally
low EMI rate of OMR 190 on Nis-
san Patrol Super Safari (terms and
conditions apply). EMIs are calcu-
lated based on 3% rate of Interest,
20% down payment, 10-year loan
tenure, though Bank Muscat. Sub-
jectto credit approvals.

A senior official from Nissan
Oman, from the house of Suhail
Bahwan Automobiles (SBA), “We
are delighted to offer low EMI on
Nissan Patrol Super Safari. Popu-
lar among adventure lovers in the
region, Nissan Patrol Super Safari
comes part and parcel of the cul-
ture in this region. With its ability
to conquer even the most difficult
road conditions and the harshest
of terrains without compromising
on comfort and luxury, the Super
Safari is a model that is highly in
demand, especially due to the re-
gion being a hub for outdoor activ-
ity and adventure.”

Nissan Patrol Super Safari as-
tounds auto enthusiasts because of
its legacy and reputation for versa-
tility, capability and extreme per-
formance. Its legendary capability
and its deep-rooted heritage in the
region make it a popular vehicle.

Legacy of reliability

This legacy of reliability and superi-
or 4x4 capability remains true today,
and it is why one can take the Nis-
san Patrol Safari where others don’t
dare to go.Nissan Patrol Super Safa-
riboasts of all the elements that have
elevated the vehicle to iconic status
such as the rugged design and the
off-road capability, while delivering
a modern approach that is compli-
mented by the special upgrades and
enhancements that add to its usabil-
ity and visual appeal

Head-turning presence
The Patrol Super Safari boasts
all-new tan leather seats and door
trim with 8-way power seats for
the driver and 4-way for the front
passenger. New driver aids in-
clude a navigation system as well
as front and rear parking sensors
with rear view camera, Bluetooth,
USB, CD, auxiliary input socket
and FM/AM radio to complete
the in-car entertainment offering.
The vehicle comes equipped with
automatic climate control and a
built-in, refrigerated cool box.
Building on the iconic Super Sa-
fari model, the new Nissan Patrol
Super Safari enjoys the legendary
exterior design which has distin-
guished it from other Patrol mod-
els and made it one of the most rec-
ognized icons of modern off-road
vehicles. Distinctive machine cut
17” black alloy wheels, dual-tone
body colors, flared fenders, a rear
spoiler and a Super Safari body
stripe all build on its iconic looks.
The Patrol Super Safari boasts
a 4.8L DOHC in-line 6-cylinder
engine producing 280hp and a
mighty 46kg or 451Nm of torque
which allows it to power up dunes

or tow heavy objects with ease.
The engine is mated to a 5-speed
automatic transmission with
manual mode.

Dual front airbags, ABS, an im-
mobiliser and cruise control are
among the other features contrib-
uting to both safety and driver con-
venience, while the vehicle boasts
rear locking differentials, an elec-
tric front winch, as well as front
and rear tow hooks as standard
equipment for desert use.

Nissan Patrol Super Safari mar-
ries legendary off-road capability
with modern day comfort and in-
novation that truly excites. De-
signed to be a remarkable off-road
vehicle while maintaining all the
comforts of a road going full size
SUYV, the Patrol Super Safariincor-
porates some of the latest innova-
tion and features that Nissan cus-
tomers have come to expect.

Book a home test drive
Nissan Oman is extending a ‘book
a home test drive’ service for its
prospective customers. The ser-
vice enables potential customers
to schedule their test drive online
as per their convenience.

AYDRATE SMARTLY

v" Ultra-hydrating
v" Revitalizing
v/ Energizing
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__THE
BEACHFRONT

JEBEL SIFAH

WN YOUR DREAM HOME ON THE BEACH

Starting from OMR 53,000

Sea view homes at The Beachfront Jebel Sifah. Premium villas,
townhouses & simplexes. Prices starting at OMR 53,000.
This unique neighborhood includes a secluded beach promenade
and an infinity pool for the ultimate beachfront lifestyle.

Phase 1 - Sold out and ready to welcome homeowners

Avail of the limited-time special offer
Register your interest for Phase 2 today!

10% Down Payment Zi : Signature Villas ﬁ Located Directly
& Extended Payment Plan with Infinity Pools on the Beach

Only 45-minute Drive H Private Pools @ Family Residency
from Muscat w & Garden @ or All Nationalities

e MASTER DEVELOPER
ae

== Book Your Unit N
JEBEL SIFAR "+968 2464 5555 URIYA

MUSCAT oo Iq_n


https://www.jebelsifah.com/en/the-beachfront



https://www.jeep-oman.com/en/partnership/jeep-road-to-juventus.html
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Business Owner?

Would you like to provide safe & simple
e-payment solution for your customers?

O

www.thawani.om

Contact us:
merchent@thawani.om Download

+968 91304608 2 Download on the  GETITON
@& App Store > Google Play
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