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| BAISAS 

SAUDI ARABIA 
BOUNCE BACK TO 
BEAT FIGHTING 
YEMEN

SUNRISE

FAJR
DHUHR

ASR
MAGHRIB

ISHA

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan 
Haitham bin Tarik on Wednesday 
issued three Royal decrees reading 
as follows: Royal Decree No 
(67/2024) on ratifying the air 
services agreement between the 
government of the Sultanate of 
Oman and the government of the 
Republic of Suriname signed on 23 
October 2024 in Kuala Lumpur.

aforementioned agreement in 

accordance with the version 
attached to this decree.

Article (2) says that this decree 

Gazette and enforced from its date 
of issue.

Royal Decree No (68/2024) on 
ratifying the air services agreement 
between the government of the 
Sultanate of Oman and the 
government of the Republic of 
Uganda signed on 23 October 2024 

in Kuala Lumpur.

aforementioned agreement in 
accordance with the version 
attached to this decree.

Article (2) says that this decree 

Gazette and enforced from its date 
of issue.

Royal Decree No (69/2024) on 
ratifying the air services agreement 
between the government of the 

Sultanate of Oman and the 
government of the Republic of 
Seychelles signed on 23 October 
2024 in Kuala Lumpur.

aforementioned agreement in 
accordance with the version 
attached to this decree.

Article (2) says that this decree 

Gazette and enforced from its date 
of issue. — ONA

DUBAI/CAIRO/JERUSALEM: Hamas and Israel 
traded blame on Wednesday over their failure to 

reported by both sides in past days. Hamas said 
that Israel had laid down further conditions, 
while Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
accused the group of going back on understandings 
already reached. 

“The occupation has set new conditions related 

of the displaced, which has delayed reaching the 
agreement that was available,” Hamas said. It 

talks, mediated by Qatar and Egypt, were serious. 
Netanyahu countered in a statement: “The 

Hamas organisation continues to lie, is reneging 
on understandings that have already been reached, 

negotiations.” 

to return hostages, he added. Israeli negotiators 
returned to Israel from Qatar on Tuesday evening 

on Tuesday.  — Reuters

Heavy rains expected 
in three governorates
VINOD NAIR

HEAVY

— AFP

STAR
OF THE DAY
SUMAYHAN 
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OMAN

ASIAN ARAB 
BUSINESS FORUM 
TODAY

UNIVERSITY OF 
NIZWA CELEBRATES 
SCIENTIFIC 
RESEARCH DAY

KABEER YOUSUF

The Sultanate of Oman will host the Asian Arab 
Business Forum, organised by the Asian Arab 
Chamber of Commerce under the auspices of 
Noralizan Abdul Momin, Ambassador of Brunei 
to the Sultanate of Oman, which will be attended 
by business communities from Oman and OIC 
countries at the College of Banking and Financial 
Studies (CBFS) on Thursday. Ambassadors and 
diplomatic representatives of Brunei, Greece, 
Estonia, Italy, SADC, Ethiopia, and many other 
countries in Oman, along with industrialists and 
businessmen from India, GCC, and OIC countries, 
will join the high-level forum where the Asian Arab 
Declaration for OIC countries will be announced.

The declaration will pledge the commitment of 
support between the private sector in Oman and 
OIC countries to establish a robust partnership.

“Oman has several ongoing projects suitable for 
foreign investment, and investors can explore these 
opportunities,” said Nasima al Balushi, Director-
General at the Ministry of Commerce, Industry, 
and Investment Promotion (MoCIIP), who has 
been instrumental in enabling deeper partnerships 
between Indian businessmen invited to Oman 
in areas such as healthcare and infrastructure 
development programmes. 

Speaking to the Oman Daily Observer, Dr 
Santhosh Geever, Chairman of the Asian Arab 
Chamber of Commerce, said that there has been 

NRI population, in OIC countries. 

AMAL AL RIYAMI

The University of Nizwa hosted its annual 

2023/2024, under the auspices of Dr Rahma bint 
Ibrahim al Mahrouqiyah, Minister of Higher 
Education, Research and Innovation. The event, 
held at Al Hazm Hall on Wednesday, showcased 

research and innovation.  Attended by university 
leaders, faculty and students, the event highlighted 

funded by various programmes, including 
institutional and strategic research grants. 

The university also showcased nine patents 
and industry-ready projects, emphasising its 
commitment to advancing applied sciences. 

In his speech, Prof Ahmed al Harrasi, Vice-
Chancellor of Nizwa University for Postgraduate 

on addressing national priorities such as food, 
pharmaceutical and cybersecurity. 

He highlighted milestones, including over 3,500 
peer-reviewed publications, 26 patents, and 326 
published books and chapters. 

MUSCAT: HH Sayyid Shihab 
bin Tarik al Said, Deputy Prime 

Al Murtafaa on Wednesday 
Tharwah Hamad Neimat, 
Ambassador of the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan to the 
Sultanate of Oman. During the 
meeting, the two sides reviewed 
the bilateral relations between 
the two countries. They also 
exchanged views and discussed 
several topics of mutual 
interest. — ONA

SHORTTAKES
SAYYID SHIHAB RECEIVES AMBASSADOR OF JORDAN

Pact worth RO 14.5mn 
inked in Al Dakhiliyah 
AMAL AL RIYAMI

IN 
a move to accelerate development 
and enhance public services, Al 
Dakhiliyah Governorate has signed 
agreements with various companies 
for the implementation of projects 

worth over RO 14.5 million. The signing 
ceremony, held on Wednesday, was presided 
over by Shaikh Hilal bin Said al Hajri, 
Governor of Al Dakhiliyah. These agreements 

translating Oman Vision 2040 into actionable 
outcomes. Shaikh Al Hajri highlighted that 
the projects aim to boost local content, 
support small and medium enterprises 
(SMEs), generate employment, and enhance 
economic and tourism indicators in the 
region. Among the flagship projects is the 
establishment of Midan Al Dakhiliyah in the 
Wilayat of Nizwa. Spanning 145,000 square 
metres, this transformative development 
will integrate investment opportunities, 
tourism attractions, cultural elements, and 
environmental sustainability. 

The project will feature 4 kilometres of 
walking and cycling tracks surrounded by 
lush green spaces; a 2,000-square-metre 

facilities; dedicated zones for food trucks 
and kiosks; and solar-powered seating areas 
and aesthetically designed fountains. It also 
includes comprehensive facilities such as 
prayer halls for men and women and public 
restrooms. To ensure safety and longevity, 
the project will also include a concrete 
protective wall encircling the site. 

The agreements further encompass 
significant road infrastructure projects, 
with allocations of RO 4.25 million for 
constructing internal roads in Bidbid, Al 
Jabal Al Akhdhar, and Manah, as well as 
designing and implementing roads in Tuwa 
Al Nisf (the Wilayat of Samayil) and Al Saih 
Al Ahmar (the Wilayat of Bidbid).

Additional roadworks include industrial 
zones in the wilayats of  Bidbid, Izki and 
Adam, valued at RO 991,000. Consultancy 
services for dualising the Wadi Ghul Road 
and developing a commercial zone in Al 
Hamra have also been finalised. In addition 
to infrastructure, the agreements prioritise 
enhancing municipal and digital services.

Key initiatives include activating the 
Nizwa Gateway Project to boost connectivity, 
improving streetlight maintenance through 
the provision of spare parts and swift 
repair systems, and upgrading digital 

infrastructure for seamless operations 
and enhanced efficiency. Shaikh al Hajri 

to sustainable development by emphasising 
the use of local products and the active 
involvement of SMEs. These projects are 
designed to drive economic progress, 

improve community well-being, and align 

Through these initiatives, Al Dakhiliyah 
Governorate is poised to deliver long-
term benefits, solidifying its role as a key 

prosperity.

elements.

MUSCAT: Ankaa Space and 
Technology, an Omani firm 
registered with the Authority for 
Small and Medium Enterprises 
Development (ASMED), has begun 
establishing the first centre for 
developing drones and robots for 
use in the fields of agriculture, 
housing and urban planning.

The company is also establishing 
an urban observatory platform, 

which is deemed the first of its kind 
in the Middle East. 

Mohammed bin Salim al Riyami, 
CEO of Ankaa Space and Technology, 
said, “To carry out its programmes, 
the company joins hands with a 
number of government institutions 
and private establishments, such 
as the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Water Resources 
(MoAFWR) and the Ministry of 

Housing and Urban Planning 
(MoHUP).” 

He added that the company is 
also working with NASA to conduct 
field visits for Omani students and 
collaborates with OQ to conduct 
advanced research in robotics.  The 
activities include programming 
drones and artificial intelligence (AI) 
applications to serve various sectors, 
he explained. — ONA

— ONA
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RIYADH: The Omani-Saudi Joint Military Exercise 

The drill saw the participation of a force 

with GCC, Arab and friendly countries to serve the 
— ONA

Implementation of the drill was part of a training 
plan adopted by the RAO to maintain a high level of 
performance. — ONA

STAFF REPORTER

FOLLOWING
Omani citizens and Oman-based residents can 

omanbrand.om and vote for their favorite of three 
Oman identities.
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A PERFECT 
RENDEZVOUS 
FOR FAMILIES

KABEER YOUSUF 
kabeeryousef

BE
it the chalets adorned 
with huge bunches of 
imported flowers or 
the lake-side joints, 
the Muscat Nights, a 

celebration of diverse cultural 
spectrum, fun and frolic at the 
seven major venues, is proving 
to be a perfect rendezvous of 
families from different parts of 
the country.

trove of rich heritage and 
culture are in focus at the one-
month long festivity galore.

the festival has been a major 
crowd puller in the past few 
days and more so on Saturday 
as families even from far-flung 
villages began flowing into the 
parks.

While parents take a stroll 
along the largest flower 
collection from across the 
world, kids are kept busy doing 
swing and slides, cycling, bike 
riding, face painting and other 
family fun and adventures.

From challenging escape 
rooms to captivating stargazing 
nights, Muscat Nights got the 
families covered with a variety 
of adventure activities that will 
keep them entertained and 
create lasting memories. And 
not to forget, to savour the foods 

from across the world kept in a 
long array of stalls clad in vivid 
colours.

Unlike in the past festivals, 
when Oman celebrated Muscat 
Festival till 2019, the heritage 
village is vowing to offer a 
kaleidoscopic view of the historic 
Oman which is displayed without 
losing its amusing factor.

Muscat Municipality, the 
organisers of the Nights, has 
presented a different experience 
in presenting families with a 
flavour of the Omani heritage 
showcasing the identity and 
cultural heritage of the Sultanate 
of Oman to the world.

Through a distinguished 
corner that contained an 

authentic artefacts and the 
participation of leading Omani 
institutions in the field of 
technology and virtual reality 
to bring the rare facts and 
figures, monuments and historic 
landmarks to the audience make 
the whole difference here at the 
heritage corner.

“With the Muscat Nights 
lasting for one month, we hope 
that visitors would get a unique 
and extraordinary experience as 
we aim to introduce families to 
Muscat Nights by using virtual 
reality technology and simulating 
it for six sites in the Sultanate of 
Oman,” said Muscat Municipality 
spokesperson.

Muscat 
Municipality, 
the organisers 
of the Nights, 
has presented 

experience 
in presenting 

families with a 

Omani heritage 
showcasing 
the identity 
and cultural 

heritage of the 
Sultanate of 
Oman to the 

world

O M A N  DA I LY
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INSPECTOR GENERAL 
RECEIVES SAUDI 
OFFICIAL

OMAN ATTENDS 
SESSION OF ARAB 
AFFAIRS COUNCIL

Lt Gen Hasan bin Mohsin al Shraiqi, Inspector 
General of Police and Customs, on Wednesday 
received Khalil Ibrahim Salamah, Deputy Minister 
of Industry and Mineral Resources for Industrial 

The two sides reviewed several topics of mutual 
interest and explored ways to enhance bilateral 

Masan, Under-Secretary of the Ministry of 
Commerce, Industry and Investment Promotion 
for Commerce and Industry, and several senior 

— ONA

MUSCAT: Prof Erhan Afyoncu, Rector 
of the National Defence University 
of the Republic of Türkiye and his 

their arrival at the MSC by Commodore 
Adil bin Hamoud al Busaidy, Head of 

were briefed on the tactical roles 
and tasks carried out by the centre 

and viewed its latest equipment and 

Meanwhile, Prof Erhan Afyoncu, 
Rector of the National Defence 
University of the Republic of Türkiye 

— ONA

MANAMA: Represented by the Ministry of Social 

took part in the 44th session of the Council of 

represented by Shaikh 
Rashid bin Ahmed al 
Shamsi, Under-Secretary 
of the Ministry of Social 

The session discussed 
preparations for the 
Arab Summit, the 2nd 
World Summit for 
Social Development 
and the 3rd World 
Summit for Persons with 
Disabilities, scheduled 

of relevance to the family, childhood, the elderly 

the humanitarian situation in the Gaza Strip 

on the need to provide humanitarian assistance 

— ONA

SHORTTAKES

The two sides reviewed topics of mutual interest and 
cooperation between the two countries.— ONA

Strategic goals discussed 
at ONCECS meeting

KABEER YOUSUF
kabiyousef 

The Financial Services Authority 
(FSA) has asked securities and 
insurance companies to take the 
necessary measures to improve 
the quality of call centres 
dedicated to the public, in a 
circular.

The issuance of this circular 
comes as a result of the 

practices in this regard that 
conflict with the laws and 
provisions regulating the 
protection of data and personal 
information of clients in 
establishing its call centres, in 
addition to the impact of these 
practices on the level of quality 
and service provided to clients 
and insurance policyholders.

The Financial Services 
Authority is the body 
responsible for regulating and 

licensing activities related to the 
securities and insurance sector, 
ensuring that they are carried 
out in accordance with the best 
international standards and 
practices, laws and regulatory 
provisions that maintain the 
strength and quality of the 
performance of institutions 
operating in the capital market 
and insurance sectors.

“This direction is part of 
our effort to improve the 
quality of services provided 
by companies operating in the 
field of securities and insurance 
companies to the public 
of investors and insurance 
policyholders,” the Authority 
said in the circular.

It has also stipulated 
the necessity of taking the 
adequate measures to improve 
communication channels with 
the public by preparing its call 
centres, in line with the level 

that keeps pace with modern 
communication channels; and 
ensures the protection of data 
and personal information; and 
provides services and inquiries 
with appropriate quality and 
speed.

The circular also has 
specified a number of important 
measures, including the 
necessity of training and 
qualifying employees in 
communication channels with 
the public; and ensuring their 
familiarity with the laws and 
legislation in force to be able to 
meet the needs of customers; 
and answer their inquiries, 
which will in turn contribute 
to raising the efficiency of call 
centres to achieve the goal 
assigned to them.

The Authority has also calls 
on the parties addressed by the 
circular to operate call centres 
from within the Sultanate of 

Oman, either by appointing 
specialised employees from 
within the institution or 
contracting with one of the 
local companies specialised in 
this field, in order to ensure 
the quality and efficiency of 
the services provided and 
achieve protection for the 
data and personal information 
of investors and insurance 
policyholders.

It further stipulates that the 
aim of this move is to achieve 
the fundamental role of the 
Authority, which is to protect 
investors and insurance 
policyholders.

The Financial Services 
Authority further emphasises to 
all companies the importance of 
responding quickly to the needs 
of investors and insurance 
policyholders and the need to 
work to keep pace with modern 
communication channels.

AFRAH AL BALUSHI

THE 
Omani National Commission for 
Education, Culture and Science 
(ONCECS) recently convened 
its first General Assembly 
meeting, chaired by Dr Madeeha 

bint Ahmed al Shaibaniyah, Minister 
of Education (MoE) and Chairperson of 
the Commission. The meeting aimed to 
familiarise members with the objectives and 
activities of Unesco, ISESCO and ALECSO 
while exploring ways to align these efforts 
with Oman Vision 2040.

The session was attended by prominent 
figures, including Her Highness Sayyidah 
Dr Mona bint Fahd al Said, Assistant Vice-
Chancellor for International Cooperation at 
SQU, Dr Abdullah bin Khamis Ambusaidi, 
Under-Secretary of the Ministry of Education 
for Education and Vice Chairman of the 
Commission, Dr Mahmoud al Abri, Secretary 
of the Commission, and members from 
national institutions related to education, 
culture and science.

The meeting discussed key objectives and 
it focused on understanding the needs of 
national institutions for activities provided 
by international organisations; enhancing 

related to education, culture and science; 

these fields to international audiences.
In her opening address, Dr Madeeha 

vital link between Oman and international 
organisations, fostering partnerships to 
implement programmes that advance 
sustainable development and national 
priorities.

Dr Mahmoud al Abri highlighted the 

include, registering five tangible cultural 

heritage sites and 15 cultural elements; 
hosting international conferences such as 
the ISESCO Ministers of Education meeting; 
promoting initiatives like digital learning, 
curriculum alignment with the labour 
market and developing future skills.

Badr al Harthy, Assistant Secretary of the 
Commission, shed light on efforts towards 
achieving Sustainable Development Goal 4 
(Quality Education) through initiatives that 
ensure inclusive and equitable education.

As part of its strategic vision the ONCECS 
aims to align its initiatives with Oman Vision 
2040 and the Sustainable Development Goals 
2030.

It aspires to build national and 
international partnerships to enhance 
development effort; and empower national 
institutions and individuals through 
capacity-building programmes.

Presentations by sector directors 
showcased ongoing and completed 

commitment to fostering education, 
culture and science at both national and 
international levels.

The meeting concluded with a 

standing globally.

Insurance companies urged to 
improve communication centres

AL MUSANNAH: As part of its efforts 
to enhance the skills of Omani 
youth and empower them to enter 
the labour market with confidence 
and competence, the University of 
Technology and Applied Sciences 
in Al Musannah, concluded a 
series of workshops on CV writing, 
personal interviews and IQ tests 
for students and graduates. These 
workshops were delivered by Eng 
Ismail al Shukaili, talent acquisition 

specialist at Petroleum Development 
Oman (PDO). The sessions lasted 
for six days during November and 
December 2024, targeting more than 
180 students, graduates and on-the-
job trainees.

The workshops provided practical 
tips on writing professional CV to 

skills and experiences. They 
also emphasised preparation for 
personal interviews by offering 

strategies to boost self-confidence 
and help candidates stand out to 
potential employers.

Notably, this series of workshops 
received high praise from 
participants, who considered them 
as valuable opportunities to improve 
their employment prospects. 

The interactive sessions with 
Eng Ismail al Shukaili allowed 
participants to ask questions and 
receive personalised advice to 

enhance the practical benefits of the 
workshops.

Such initiatives reflect the 

to supporting the local community 
and developing young talent, as 
well as contributing to building a 
brighter future for Omani youth. 
The university aspires to continue 
these efforts in the future which will 
open new horizons and support the 
ambitions of Omani youth.

SHAIKH RASHID 
BIN AHMED AL 

SHAMSI
Under-Secretary 

at MoSD

TURKISH 
OFFICIAL 

VISITS 
MSC AND 

MTC

The meeting aimed to familiarise members with 
the objectives and activities of Unesco, ISESCO and 

with Oman Vision 2040.

The workshops provided practical tips 

The Omani delegation was represented by Shaikh 
Rashid bin Ahmed al Shamsi,Under-Secretary at 
MoSD. — ONA

The visiting delegation were briefed 
about the MTC. — ONA
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WORLD

LEBANON SAYS 
ISRAELI AIR STRIKE 
HITS TARGET IN EAST

DEFIES SECOND 
AGENCY SUMMONS

BEIRUT: 

 — AFP

BEIJING: 

— Reuters

SEOUL: 

— AFP

SHORTTAKES

Lebanese soldiers stand next to damaged buildings 
in the southern Lebanese village of Khiam. — AFP

Hamas says Israel delay 

HAMAS 
accused Israel 
on Wednesday of 
imposing “new 
conditions” that it 
said were delaying 

a ceasefire agreement in the war 
in Gaza, though it acknowledged 
negotiations were still ongoing. 
Israel refuted Hamas allegations 
that it was delaying a captive release 
and ceasefire deal in the Gaza Strip, 
saying it was the Palestinian group 
that was creating “new obstacles” 
to an agreement. Indirect talks 
between Israel and Palestinian 
Hamas, mediated by Qatar, Egypt 
and the United States, have taken 
place in Doha in recent days, 
rekindling hope for a truce deal that 
has proven elusive. “The ceasefire 
and prisoner exchange negotiations 
are continuing in Doha under the 
mediation of Qatar and Egypt in a 
serious manner... but the occupation 
has set new conditions concerning 
withdrawal (of troops), the ceasefire, 
prisoners and the return of displaced 
people, which has delayed reaching 
an agreement,” the Palestinian group 
said in a statement. Hamas did not 
elaborate on the conditions imposed 
by Israel.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu told parliament that 
there was “some progress” in the 
talks and on Tuesday his office said 
Israeli representatives had returned 
from Qatar after “significant 
negotiations”. Last week, Hamas 
and Palestinian groups said in a 
rare joint statement that a ceasefire 
agreement was “closer than ever”, 
provided Israel did not impose 
new conditions. Efforts to strike a 
truce and captives release deal have 

repeatedly failed over key stumbling 
blocks. Despite numerous rounds 
of indirect talks, Israel and Hamas 
have agreed just one truce, which 
lasted for a week at the end of 2023.

Negotiations have faced multiple 
challenges since then, with the 
primary point of disagreement 
being the establishment of a 
lasting ceasefire in Gaza. Another 
unresolved issue is the governance 
of post-war Gaza. It remains a highly 
contentious issue, including within 
the Palestinian leadership. Israel has 
said repeatedly that it will not allow 
Hamas to run the territory ever 
again. In an interview with The Wall 
Street Journal last week, Netanyahu 

the war before we remove Hamas.” 
He added Israel is “not going to 
leave them in power in Gaza, 30 

happen.”
Netanyahu has also repeatedly 

stated that he does not want to 
withdraw Israeli troops from the 
Philadelphi Corridor, a strip of land 
cleared and controlled by Israel 

killed at least 45,361 people in 
Gaza, a majority of them civilians, 
according to figures from the 

ministry that the UN considers 
reliable. 

The Palestinian health ministry 
reported that an ongoing raid by 
Israeli forces in the occupied West 
Bank has resulted in eight fatalities. 
The Ramallah-based ministry said 
seven were killed in the Tulkarem 
refugee camp and one in the nearby 
Nur Shams camp after the military 
launched a sweeping raid. — AFP

CHINA, JAPAN 
FOREIGN 

MINISTERS 
AGREE VISIT, 

SECURITY 
DIALOGUE

Men and children stand from afar to view the site of reported Israeli bombardment on 
tents sheltering Palestinians displaced from Beit Lahia at a camp in Khan Yunis. — AFP

LONDON: 

— AFP

UK KING HAILS DOCTORS IN CHRISTMAS

MILITARY OPERATION UNDERSEA OUTAGE RETALIATORY STRIKE

— Reuters — Reuters
— AFP

call for the ouster of President Yoon Suk Yeol, in 
Seoul. — AFP
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POPE CALLS FOR 
GLOBAL PEACE IN 
CHRISTMAS APPEAL
ROME: Pope Francis called on Wednesday for 
“arms to be silenced” around the world in his 
Christmas address, appealing for peace in the 
Middle East, Ukraine and Sudan as he denounced 
the “extremely grave” humanitarian situation 
in Gaza. He used his traditional message to the 

for a just peace in Ukraine as the country was 

a Christmas morning. 

and for the freeing of Israeli captives held there by 
Hamas. “I think of the Christian communities in 
Israel and Palestine, particularly in Gaza, where 
the humanitarian situation is extremely grave,” 
he told thousands of the faithful gathered in front 

(“to the city and the world”) address. “May there 

aid be given to the people worn out by hunger and 
by war.” Francis also extended his call for peace 
to Sudan where millions are under the threat of 
famine. — AFP

SARAJEVO: 

on Wednesday ordered Serb 
representatives in state institutions 
to block decision-making and law 

European Union. The regional 
parliament announced the action 
in an emergency session called to 
discuss the response to the trial of 

court for defying decisions of 

international peace envoy Christian 
Schmidt. 

and based on illegal decisions by 
Schmidt. They said the court and 
prosecution were unconstitutional 
because they were set up by the 

treaty. The EU delegation in 

with embassies of the United 
States, United Kingdom, France, 
Germany and Italy, condemned 

constitutional order”.
“At a time when formal opening 

of EU accession negotiations has 
never been so close, a return to 
political blockades would have 
negative consequences for all 
citizens...a majority of whom 

in recent years but halted the process 
— Reuters

SILENCEARMS

Pope Francis delivers the Urbi et Orbi message at St 
 — AFP

Zelensky condemns drone 
attacks on energy grid
UKRAINIAN President Volodymyr 

Zelensky on 
Wednesday denounced 
an “inhumane” 

attack from Russia, which launched over 

power grid on Christmas Day, killing an 
energy worker. The country woke up at 5:30 
am to an air raid alarm, shortly followed by 
air force reports that Russia had launched 
Kalibr cruise missiles from the Black Sea. 
“Putin deliberately chose Christmas to attack. 
What could be more inhumane? More than 
70 missiles, including ballistic missiles, and 
more than a hundred attack drones. The 
target is our energy system,” Zelensky said.

This was the 13th large-scale strike on 

grid during winter. Russia meanwhile said 
five people had died in Ukrainian strikes 
and a falling drone in the border region of 
Kursk and in North Ossetia in the Caucasus. 
Ukraine said its air force downed 58 out 
of 79 Russian-launched missiles. It did 
not, however, down the two Korean KN-23 
ballistic missiles launched by Russia.

Kyiv also said a Russian missile went 
through Moldovan and Romanian airspace, 
but Romania said it detected no such 
violation. “Unfortunately, there are some 
hits. As of now, there are blackouts in 

DTEK energy company said the attack 
severely damaged equipment of thermal 
power plants. “Denying light and warmth 
to millions of peace-loving people as they 
celebrate Christmas is a depraved and evil 
act that must be answered,” DTEK CEO 
Maxim Timchenko said, urging allies to send 
more air defence. 

Romania said Wednesday it had not 
detected any Russian missile passing 
through its airspace to target Ukraine as 
claimed by Kyiv. “The Romanian military 
authorities have been informed by the 
Ukrainian military authorities that, at 
around 7:30 am, a missile of the Russian 
Federation forces, which would have 
impacted in the Chernivtsi region of 
Ukraine, would have flown through the 
airspace of the Republic of Moldova and, for 

about two minutes, also through the airspace 
of Romania,” the defence ministry said.

The employee of a Ukrainian thermal 
power plant was killed in the central 
Dnipropetrovsk region, over which 42 
missiles were shot down, governor Sergiy 
Lysak said. Lysak also said rescue operations 
had been completed on the site of a strike 
on Kryvyi Rig, which killed one person and 
wounded 17 others the day before.

Engineers have restored power to 
consumers in the Ivano-Frankisvk region. 
“Christmas morning has once again shown 
that nothing is sacred for the aggressor 
country,” Svitlana Onyshchuk, the head of 
the Ivano-Frankivsk region, said earlier.

The Christmas day attack also targeted 

located near the Russian border. The 

houses, thermal power plants and electricity 
facilities, mayor Igor Terekhov said, 
temporarily cutting power to 500,000 people.

said authorities had evacuated 46 people 
from the area of Borivske and Kupiansk. 

town of Kupiansk, which was occupied in 
the first year of the war. Ukraine recaptured 
it in September 2022 as part of a lightning 
offensive that saw its forces regain large 
swathes of the Kharkiv region. Outnumbered 
Ukrainian troops are on the back foot across 
the front line in the Kharkiv and Donetsk 
region further south, ceding ground to 
better-equipped Russian troops. — AFP

Azerbaijan plane crashes in Kazakhstan, many feared dead
BAKU: An Embraer passenger jet 
flying from Azerbaijan to Russia 
crashed near the city of Aktau in 
Kazakhstan on Wednesday with 62 
passengers and five crew on board, 
Kazakh authorities announced, 
saying 32 survivors had been 
rescued. Azerbaijan Airlines flight 
J2-8243 had flown hundreds of miles 
off its scheduled route to crash on 
the opposite shore of the Caspian 

watchdog said was an emergency 
that may have been caused by a bird 
strike. 
Officials did not immediately 
explain why it had crossed the sea, 
but the crash came shortly after 
drone strikes hit southern Russia. 
Drone activity has shut airports in 
the area in the past and the nearest 

path was closed on Wednesday 
morning. Video of the crash showed 
the plane descending rapidly before 
bursting into flames as it hit the 

seashore, and thick black smoke 
then rising. Bloodied and bruised 
passengers could be seen stumbling 
from a piece of the fuselage that had 
remained intact. 

ministry said in a statement that 
fire services had put out the blaze 
and that the survivors, including 
two children, were being treated at a 
nearby hospital. 

The bodies of the dead were being 
recovered. 

Azerbaijan Airlines said the 
Embraer 190 jet was flying from 
Baku to Grozny, capital of the 
Chechnya region in southern 
Russia, but had been forced to 
make an emergency landing 
around 3 kilometres from Aktau in 
Kazakhstan. 

“Preliminary: after a collision 
with birds, due to an emergency 
situation on board, its commander aviation watchdog said on Telegram.

Aktau is on the opposite shore 
of the Caspian Sea from Azerbaijan 

and Russia. Commercial aviation-
tracking websites tracked the flight 
flying north on its scheduled route 

along the west coast before its flight 
path was no longer recorded. 

It then reappeared on the east 
coast, circling near Aktau airport 
before crashing into the beach. 

Authorities in two Russian regions 
adjacent to Chechnya, Ingushetia 
and North Ossetia, reported drone 
strikes on Wednesday morning.

An official at Makhachkala 
airport in Russia on the east coast 
of the Caspian, the airport closest to 
where the flight disappeared from 
tracking, said it had been closed to 
incoming traffic for several hours on 
Wednesday morning. 

Reuters could not immediately 
reach officials at the airport in 
Grozny. 

Authorities in Kazakhstan said 
a commission had been set up to 
investigate what had happened and 
its members ordered to fly to the site 
and ensure that the families of the 
dead and injured were getting the 
help they needed.  — Reuters

— AFP

Emergency specialists work at the crash site of an Azerbaijan Airlines passenger jet near 
— AFP

LAWMAKERS 
MOVE TO 

BLOCK STATE 
INSTITUTIONS 

AND EU 
INTEGRATION

SUICIDE CAUSES MASSIVE DELAYS

This picture shows the logo of the French national 
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Social media users in Vietnam on platforms 
including Facebook and TikTok will need to verify 
their identities as part of strict new internet 
regulations that critics say further undermine 
freedom of expression in the communist country.

The law, which comes into force on Christmas 
Day, will compel tech giants operating in Vietnam 
to store user data, provide it to authorities on 
request and remove content the government 

cybersecurity law that was sharply criticised by 
the US, European Union and internet freedom 

censorship of the internet.

media.
In October, blogger Duong Van Thai — who 

he regularly recorded live-streams critical of the 

publishing anti-state information.
Months earlier, leading independent journalist 

Huy Duc, the author of one of the most popular 
blogs in Vietnam — which took aim at the 
government on issues including media control and 
corruption — was arrested.

His posts “violated interests of the state,” 
authorities said.

dissidents who post anonymously to the risk of 
arrest.

advancing the universal values of human rights,” 
Ho Chi Minh City-based blogger and rights activist 
Nguyen Hoang Vi said.

She warned that the new decree “may 
encourage self-censorship, where people avoid 
expressing dissenting views to protect their safety 
— ultimately harming the overall development of 
democratic values” in the country.

Le Quang Tu Do, of the Ministry of Information 
and Communications (MIC), told state media that 

to maintain social order, national security and 
national sovereignty in cyberspace”.

Game publishers are expected to enforce a time 
limit of an hour per game session and not more 

gaming, said that the new restrictions would be 
“really tough” to follow — and to enforce.

Games are “designed to be addictive” he said. 

— AFP

Rebuilding Syria: Truth, 
reconciliation path to peace

AS 
Finding light in a challenging year

Mahmud Khaled Ajaj reacts while standing before a destroyed apartment building in the Yarmuk camp for 
Palestinian refugees south of Damascus. —  AFP

RUMAITHA 
AL BUSAIDI

AFTER 

AHMED 
AL MUKHAINI

 If we fail to 

momentum, 
we risk squandering 

worked so hard to 
achieve
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INNER CIRCLE 
FLED SYRIA

SAMMY KETZ & MAHER AL MOUNES

— AFP

Comparing apples, oranges 
in education sector

NASSER BIN AHMED AL ABRI

TRADITIONAL literature, based 
on the realist 
school of thought 
in International 

Relations and Security Studies, holds that the 
state is the key factor in achieving national 
security. The foundational principles of 
this approach emphasise the concept of 
sovereignty and the use of military force to 
maintain security in an anarchic international 
system.  This understanding of the world 
order directly impacts the definition of 
security as a feature of that anarchic system. 
Pioneering realists, such as Hans Morgenthau 
and Kenneth Waltz, highlight the inevitability 
of conflict in a world lacking a supreme 
authority.

based on the rational pursuit of power to 
advance their interests. 

Similarly, Waltz, in his work, explains 
the theory of structural realism, asserting 
that the distribution of power within 
the international system determines the 
behaviour of states and their security 
policies. These arguments highlight the 
importance of the “balance of power” as an 
essential mechanism to prevent war and 
ensure stability. 

Consequently, security studies focus on the 

state as the guarantor of security. Thus, the 

affairs can be interpreted according to its 
national interests. Henry Kissinger, an 
academic and former US secretary of state, 
argues that “how realistically we perceive our 
national interests is a fundamental security 
concern.”

For realists, “no country will sacrifice its 
interests to serve the larger society.” This 
explains why states expand at the expense 
of others, as the security dilemma would 
otherwise cease to exist.

The term security dilemma has received 
significant attention from scholars and has 
been interpreted based on two main factors: 
positional power and national interest. 
Central to realist thought in security studies 
and international relations, the concept was 
first coined by John Herz in 1950 and later 
analysed by scholars such as Robert Jervis 
and Herbert Butterfield.

It refers to a situation where a state, 
seeking to enhance its security by increasing 
military power or taking defensive measures, 
raises concerns among other states that 
perceive such actions as threats. This 
dynamic can lead to arms races or heightened 
tensions, potentially escalating into armed 
conflict, even in the absence of aggressive 
intentions.

For instance, the relationship between 
the United States and Iran exemplifies the 

exacerbation of the security dilemma in the 
Arab Gulf and the Middle East. 

Despite economic sanctions imposed by 
the United States and its allies on Iran and 
the launch of cyberattacks (by Israel) on its 
nuclear project, such as the US withdrawal 
from the nuclear agreement on May 8, 
2018, under president Donald Trump, Iran 
perceives these actions as threats to its 
national security. 

In response, Iran transfers the 
confrontation to other regional domains by 
supplying weapons, ammunition and drones 
to allies like Hezbollah in Lebanon and the 
Ansar Allah in Yemen. These groups confront 
Israel (a key US ally) on multiple fronts, 
including targeting ships in the Red Sea.

The escalation of disputes between Russia 
and Nato due to growing mutual mistrust, the 

eastward expansion is another example of 
the centrality of the security dilemma in 
international politics.  Similarly, the arms 
race between India and Pakistan in South 
Asia highlights how each country bolsters its 

actions, increasing regional tensions. 

in the South China Sea has prompted 
neighbouring countries such as Japan, the 
Philippines and Vietnam to strengthen their 
own forces, further exacerbating regional 
tensions. To be continued..

IT’S 
apples, oranges and 
dates,” an Oman 
Ministry of Education 
expert once said, 
referring to three 

well-known but quite different 
and, therefore, relatively hard-
to-compare school qualifications 
pursued by Omani students. By 

Education Diploma Certificate 
(GED), the national qualification 

government and private bilingual 
schools in Arabic or English. Like 
delicious Omani dates, the GED is a 

International Baccalaureate, 
commonly known as IB, and 
Advanced Level, also known as A 
Levels. Before I explain why the 
MoE expert came up with a localised 
idiom to highlight a challenge in 
giving Omani school students a 100 
per cent equal opportunity to apply 
for undergraduate scholarships 
competitively, let me first provide 
some context. 

The Ministry of Education (MoE), 

Post-Basic Education sector, treats 

international school qualifications. 
Both IB, especially its diploma 
pathway, and A Levels are designed 
to prepare students for direct entry 
to an undergraduate course taught 
at research-intensive universities 
around the world, provided such 
an academic journey suits their 
learning styles. Meanwhile, Omani 
students also pursue other reputed 
and rigorous school qualifications, 
such as the American high school 
diploma, which the MoE treats as 

That does not mean such 
qualifications are considered to 
be the same as the GED in terms 
of content or academic rigour, but 
it does mean they are not treated 

qualifications. 

remark was made years ago during 
a meeting between representatives 
from the MoE and what was then 
known as the Ministry of Higher 

Education as we discussed the 

as an equivalency table. 
The Higher Education Admissions 

Centre (HEAC) uses this essential 
tool to convert school grades 
obtained by mainly A-level and IB 
students into percentages. Within 

are expressed in letters from E 
to A*, while the IB subjects are 
graded on a scale of 1 to 7, with 
both A* and 7 representing a highly 
exceptional achievement. Why does 
the HEAC need to convert A Level 
and IB grades? Well, GED grades 
are expressed in percentages, while 
the HEAC manages an electronic 
scholarship system that aims to 

applicants based on their academic 
merit expressed in percentages. 

The objective is that, by and 
large, all Omani school leavers, 
regardless of their type of school 
qualification, should be given an 
equal opportunity to competitively 
apply for the same undergraduate 
scholarships, provided they 
meet the eligibility criteria that 
have mostly been adapted to 

their qualification (this was once 
one of my tasks). However, as 
mentioned, IB and A Levels, and 
qualifications like the American 
high school diploma, are known 
for their academic rigour, making 
it a challenge for even the brightest 
students to obtain the highest 
possible grades in all subjects. 

The IB diploma pathway is 
for well-rounded students who 
must graduate in six subjects 
across different subject groups 
and complete a rigorous core 
curriculum. In contrast, A Levels 
allow more flexibility in choosing a 
combination of subjects and a focus 
on subject-specific depth. 

A Level students sit for final 
exams in fewer subjects compared 
to IB students. GED, although known 
for its broad curriculum and strong 
Maths and Science, is not known for 

one year less to complete. For this 
reason, GED students who want to 
pursue their higher undergraduate 
studies must first complete an 
academic preparatory year, 
often referred to as a foundation 
programme, except in the United 
States of America and Canada, and 
sometimes also have to pursue a 
pre-sessional English language 

streamline scholarship application 
processes, my former colleagues 
and I once pitched the Direct Entry 
Scholarship, also known as the DES 
proposal. 

Applicants for this scholarship 
were no longer primarily assessed 
by an electronic system based 
on their school grades. What 
counted was an official letter from 
an approved higher education 
institution confirming that an 
applicant was offered a place on 
an undergraduate degree course. 
Institutions call this a direct entry 
based on their holistic screening 
process, during which they assess a 

grades and other factors, including 
a personal statement and aptitude 
tests. In my next column, I will 
explain the philosophy behind the 
Direct Entry Scholarship more.

engagements can 

national interests

BREGJE VAN 
BAAREN 

The Ministry of Education treats IB and 
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Oman achieve vital win against 
Asian champions, says Jaber
WALEED AL JAHWARI

OMAN 
head coach Rasheed 
Jaber attributed the 
upset win against Qatar 
to focus and great 
desire to triumph over 

the Asian champions in the second 
round of the 26th Gulf Cup. The 
Oman team achieved a challenging 
2-1 victory over Qatar, raising 

4,552 at Jaber Al Mubarak Stadium on 
Thursday, cheered on the Red Warriors 

into a 2-1 victory over Qatar. 
Omani striker Issam al Subhi, 

named the best player of the match, 

from a penalty kick and later in the 
52nd minute from an unmarked 
situation. 

goalkeeper Ibrahim al Mukhaini in the 
second minute. Rasheed said in the 

team achieved the most important 
victory against one of the strongest 
teams in Asia.” 

chances of qualifying for the 

return of striker Issam al Subhi to his 
true level, and his feeling that he is an 
important player for the team.” 

everywhere, and we deal with each 
match according to its circumstances. 
We hope that the Oman team will 
complete their journey until the 

head coach, Luis Garcia, said the loss 

to at least draw from the important 
match in the second round. But we 
will always work on correcting and 
improving the level in the future.” 

presented despite the loss against 
Oman. 

We played our way and tried to 
come out with a positive result, but 
this is the state of football; there is 
winning and losing,” he added.

— Reuters

ADIL AL BALUSHI

Saudi Arabia bounced back 
strongly from 2-0 down to post a 

in the second round matches of 
Group B in the 26th Arabian Gulf 
Cup at Jaber Al Mubarak Stadium 
in Kuwait on Wednesday night. 

With the triumph, Saudi Arabia 

in the opening match against 

losses to Iraq and Saudi Arabia. 

and applied pressure on Saudi 

took the lead through Haroon al 
Zubaidi, who capitalised on a cross 
supplied by AbdulWase al Matri, 
heading the ball strongly into 

goal against Saudi Arabia in the 
Arabian Gulf Cup. 

Saudi Arabia retaliated as 

forward star Salim al Dawsari 

goalkeeper Mohammed Aman, 

who saved them skilfully. second goal in the 27th minute. 
Abdulmajeed Sabara took 
advantage of a defensive error by 

with a header. 
Three minutes later, Saudi 

Mohammed Kanno converted a 
cross from Musab al Jaweer into 

In the second half, Saudi 
Arabia returned with better focus 
and managed to equalise in the 
57th minute through a penalty 

converted by Musab al Jaweer. 
Both teams created opportunities 
to score the winning goal. 

In the dying minutes, substitute 
Abdullah al Hamdan secured 
victory for Saudi Arabia with a 
decisive goal, giving his team a 3-2 

Omani referee Qasim al Hatmi 
issued a second yellow card and 
a subsequent red card to Rami al 
Wasmani, while a red card shown 
to Hamzah Sabah was overturned 

The 3-2 win revitalised Saudi 

KUWAIT EDGE UAE
On the other leg of Group A, Kuwait 

team secured a hard-fought 2-1 victory 
against the UAE team on Tuesday 
evening. The UAE took an early lead, 

of the match through Caio Canedo. 
However, Kuwait quickly responded 
with an equaliser through Mohammed 
Daham. 

The second half was marked by 
intense action, including a red card 
for an Emirati player. Capitalising on 
a defensive error by the UAE, Kuwait 
netted the decisive winning goal by 
Muath al Enzi late in the match. 

stage, Oman topped the group along 
with hosts Kuwait, with 4 points each. 
Qatar and the UAE remain stuck at a 
single point each. For the record, this 

matches in Gulf Cup tournaments, and 

goal. 
All teams in Group A still have 

Oman must win or draw against the 
UAE on Friday at 6:30 pm (Oman time). 

The match will take place at Jaber 
Al Mubarak Al Hamad Stadium. At the 
same time, Kuwait will take on Qatar at 
Jaber Al Ahmad International Stadium.

yellow cards in the last two matches. 
Mohammed al Musalmi received 
one against Kuwait. In the match 
against Qatar, yellow cards were 
issued to Abdulrahman al Mushaifri, 
Al Mundhir al Alawi, Ibrahim al 
Mukhaini, and Moataz Saleh Abd 
Rabbo. 

The Oman Football Association 

Arabian Gulf Cup Federation against 
the Iraqi referee, Muhannad Qasim, 
alleging his unsuccessful management 
of the match, which resulted in many 
cards for Omani players. 

The OFA has also demanded the 

yellow card, received for delaying 
the game while transporting injured 
Issam al Subhi. On the sidelines of 

Federation will hold a general meeting 
on Thursday. 

The meeting will include voting on 
the host country for the 27th Arabian 

bid is the closest to being approved to 
host the Gulf event. Discussions are 
also ongoing regarding the proposal to 
invite one or two teams from outside 
the Gulf countries to participate in the 
tournament.

return of striker 

RASHEED JABER, 
OMAN COACH

A
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A
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PAKISTAN PACER 
KHURRAM RETURNS 
TO TEST SQUAD FOR  
S AFRICA SERIES
LAHORE: Pakistan fast bowler Khurram Shahzad 
has been added to the Test squad for the two-match 

board (PCB) said on Wednesday.
Khurram was ruled out of the home Test series 

against England in October due to a side injury he 

Test series victory in Pakistan.

fast bowler Mohammad Abbas, 34, who returns to 

“The return of pacer Khurram Shahzad, who 
did really well on his debut in Australia and the 
seasoned campaigner Mohammad Abbas is a 

Pakistan Test captain Shan Masood said.
“We know South Africa have done well in this 

iteration of the ICC World Test Championship but 
we have prepared for this series in the best possible 

Khurram and Abbas have been named in 

assignment for newly appointed interim coach 
Aqib Javed. — Reuters

 
against South Africa:
Shan Masood (captain), Saim Ayub, Babar Azam, 
Kamran Ghulam, Mohammad Rizwan (wicket-
keeper), Saud Shakeel (vice-captain), Salman 
Ali Agha, Aamir Jamal, Naseem Shah, Khurram 
Shahzad and Mohammad Abbas.

 SERIES

Khurram Shahzad

AHMED AL KAABI

AL BASHAYER Club secured a well-
deserved 70-46 victory 
over Ahli Sidab Club in 

the Oman Basketball League at the Sultan 
Qaboos Sports Complex in Bausher on 
Tuesday.

The match saw a disparity in performance 
between the two teams. 

Al Bashayer dominated the first three 
quarters, while Ahli Sidab staged a late 
comeback in the final quarter. However, the 

win. 
Several players stood out during the game; 

for Al Bashayer, Slaven Kapkovik, Hadeed 
Beit Bakhit, Mahmoud al Souli and Saeed 
al Saadi shone, while Jane Key, Hameer al 
Hassani and Ahmed al Hassani excelled for 
Ahli Sidab.

Al Bashayer started the match with high 
focus, applying intense pressure in offense 
with precise passes and successful shots, 
scoring 22 points. 

Ahli Sidab attempted to respond with 

defence limited their success, ending the 
quarter with a 22-9 lead for Al Bashayer.

In the second quarter, Ahli Sidab 
displayed noticeable improvement in 
their offensive play, utilising quick player 

defensive mistakes to score 16 points. 
Despite this, Al Bashayer maintained 

experience to add 18 points and close the 
first half with a 40-25 lead.

Al Bashayer shifted their playing 
strategy in the third quarter, focusing on 
strengthening their defence and executing 
well organised attacks through effective 
drives and fast passes. 

In contrast, Ahli Sidab struggled with 
inaccurate shooting, managing only 4 points 

gap to 54-29 by the end of the quarter.
Ahli Sidab showed improved performance 

in the fourth quarter, with tactical 
adjustments from their coach that bolstered 
both their offence and defence. 

They scored 17 points through accurate 
three pointers and fast breaks. However, Al 
Bashayer continued to exert partial control 
over the game, adding 16 points to secure a 
decisive 70-46 victory.

The match was officiated by international 
referee Ahmed bin Darwish al Balushi 
as the first referee, international referee 
Issam al Siyabi as the second referee, and 
international referee Rashid al Mashifri as 
the third referee. 

The scoring table was managed by Jumaa 
al Hinai, Aisha al Balushi and Mahmoud al 
Ajmi.

Australia get Head boost, India ponder Rohit switch
MELBOURNE: In-form Australian 
batter Travis Head will be fit 
for the fourth Test and India are 
considering restoring captain Rohit 

match starting in Melbourne on 
Thursday.

Head is the leading run scorer 
in the five-Test series but the left-
hander suffered a quad strain in 
Brisbane.

Home captain Pat Cummins 
confirmed Head would retain 
his place in the middle order as 
Australia chase a 2-1 lead after rain 
thwarted their victory charge in the 
last game. “He ticked off some final 
things today and yesterday, but no 
stress, no worries about injury for 
Trav,” Cummins told reporters after 
training on Wednesday.

management of him throughout the 
game ... maybe around fielding if 

Head has 409 runs from five 
innings in the series, including two 
hundreds and a fifty, and averages 
nearly 82.

Australia have made two changes.
Teenage opener Sam Konstas will 

make his debut in place of Nathan 
McSweeney in front of a sellout 
Boxing Day crowd at the MCG.

Seamer Scott Boland comes in for 
the injured Josh Hazlewood with 
the temperature forecast to reach 40 
degrees Celsius on day one.

India, lucky to escape with a draw 
in the rain-blighted third Test, are 
also considering changing their 

opening combination.
Captain Rohit missed the opening 

Test to be with his newborn son 
in Mumbai and KL Rahul, who 

partner, retained his place in 
Adelaide and Brisbane.

An out-of-form Rohit batted in the 
middle order in the last two Tests 
but his run drought continued as 
he managed only 19 runs in three 
innings. Rahul is likely to drop 
to number three, Indian media 
reported.

India are also considering 
bringing in a second spinner at the 
expense of pace-bowling all-rounder 
Nitish Kumar Reddy. The series is 
level at 1-1 and India will retain the 
Border-Gavaskar trophy if they win 
in Melbourne. — Reuters
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NOVAK 
Djokovic is confident 
he can still win 
Grand Slams, starting 
at the Australian 
Open, with the 

Serbian kickstarting his bid for an 
unprecedented 11th title and record 
25th major crown in Brisbane this 
week.

Top-ranked Aryna Sabalenka, who 
is gunning for a third Melbourne Park 
trophy, joins him at the Queensland 
Tennis Centre from December 

The 2025 season gets under way on 
Friday with the mixed-teams United 
Cup in Perth and Sydney, headlined 
by world number two Iga Swiatek in 
her first tournament since revelations 
that she served a one-month doping 
suspension.

It is the first season since 37-year-old 
Djokovic began playing that none of 

the other side of the net following the 
retirements this year of Rafael Nadal 
and Andy Murray.

Roger Federer called it quits in 2022.
As they faded, Jannik Sinner and 

Carlos Alcaraz stepped up to become 

I still will try to 
go strong because 
I feel like my 
body is serving 
me well. I still 
have motivation 
to win Grand 
Slams, make 
more history

NOVAK 
DJOKOVIC

Iga Swiatek Aryna Sabalenka Nick Kyrgios

the new Grand Slam kings, with 
both men opting against a warm-up 
tournament leading into the first major 
of the year which begins on January 12.

motivation and ability to take down the 
new guard after a disappointing 2024, 
he stunned the tennis world by hiring 
Murray to coach him.

KYRGIOS RETURNS
The British three-time major winner is 

set to miss Brisbane but hook up with his 
old rival at the Australian Open.

“I still will try to go strong because I 
feel like my body is serving me well. I 
still have motivation to win Grand Slams, 
make more history,” said Djokovic, who 
needs one more Slam crown to surpass 

I asked Andy to work with me, because 

the case, I will keep going.”

failing to win a Slam, claiming just one 
title — Olympic gold in Paris — and 
ending his season in October.

A resurgent Grigor Dimitrov, Holger 
Rune, and Frances Tiafoe are also 

playing in Brisbane, as is Australian 
Nick Kyrgios, who returns after injuries 
restricted him to just one ATP Tour 
singles match in two years.

He and Djokovic are set to play 
doubles together.

Challenging Sabalenka on Pat Rafter 

Jessica Pegula and Emma Navarro, 
ranked seven and eight respectively, 
along with former world number 
two Ons Jabeur and veteran Victoria 
Azarenka.

flying Zheng Qinwen in the Melbourne 
final this year, had a sensational 2024 
which culminated in being named WTA 
Player of Year this month.

The 26-year-old reached seven 
finals and won four titles, successfully 
defending the Australian Open, lifting 
her first US Open and winning WTA 1000 
events in Cincinnati and Wuhan.

She also recaptured the number one 
ranking from five-time Grand Slam 
champion Swiatek, whose reputation 
was rocked in November when it was 
revealed she tested positive for a banned 
heart medication in August.

The International Tennis Integrity 

Agency accepted that the violation was 
not intentional, and the Polish star 
escaped with a one-month sanction.

SINNER AWAITS VERDICT
Swiatek called it “the worst experience 

of my life”, but vowed: “I know I will be 
stronger than ever.”

Her case is similar to that of Australian 
Open winner Sinner, who is still waiting 
for the outcome of a World Anti-Doping 
Agency appeal against his initial 
exoneration for twice testing positive for 
traces of the steroid clostebol in March.

The agency said a ruling was not 
expected before the new year, but it 
could conceivably be handed down 
before or during the Australian Open.

Joining Swiatek at the United Cup 
is world number two Coco Gauff and 
fourth-ranked Jasmine Paolini.

Two-time Australian Open winner 
Naomi Osaka begins her season at the 
Auckland Classic, hoping for a better 
year than 2024 when she failed to win a 
title.

Former US Open champions Emma 
Raducanu, a place above Osaka in the 
rankings at 57, and Bianca Andreescu are 
also starters in New Zealand. — AFP

DJOKOVIC 
EYES MORE 

SLAM GLORY 
AS SWIATEK 

RETURNS 
UNDER 

DOPING 
CLOUD
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MUSCAT
STOCK
EXCHANGE

CRUDE OIL
OMAN 
BRENT 
LIGHT 

INDIA REVIEWS 

PROGRAMME 
FOR COAL PLANTS
India is reviewing a decade-old $30 billion 

 — Reuters

CLEANENERGY

With cities like New Delhi and Kanpur some of the 

emissions. — Reuters

SMEs participate in
Omani-Kuwaiti Exhibition

FIFTY 
Omani small 
and medium-
sized enterprises 
participated in the 
Omani-Kuwaiti 

Economic Exhibition, which took 
place earlier this week in Kuwait.

The four-day exhibition, which 
began on December 23, 2024, 
is part of the Omani-Kuwaiti 
Economic Forum, organised by 
the Oman Product Promotion 

of Commerce and Industry, and 
the Kuwait Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry.

Speaking to ONA, Dr Saif 
bin Khamees al Maamari, 
Adviser to the Chairman of the 
Oman Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry and Head of the 
Operational Team for Promoting 
Omani Products (OPEX), shared 
that the event serves as an 
important platform for Omani 
SMEs to explore investment and 
business opportunities in the 
Kuwaiti market and to showcase 
the quality and competitiveness 
of Omani products across various 
sectors.

He added that the forum and 
exhibition provide an opportunity 
for Omani entrepreneurs to 
connect with their Kuwaiti 
counterparts and build long-term 
strategic partnerships.

Meanwhile, Reem bint Mubarak 
al Obaidaniyah, Head of the Digital 
Communication Department at 
the Small and Medium Enterprises 
Development Authority (SMEDA), 
noted that the exhibition 
represents a vital opportunity 

potential in various sectors, 

modern technologies.
She added that the participation 

of several Omani businesses 
in the exhibition is part of the 

economic cooperation with 
Kuwait and help SMEs explore 
promising opportunities in the 
Kuwaiti market. She emphasised 

boosting the competitiveness of 
Omani SMEs by promoting the 
quality of their products and 
innovative capabilities, as well 
as facilitating access to strategic 
partners in target markets.

Over 70 companies participated 
in the exhibition, representing a 
diverse range of sectors, including 
food products, perfumes, incense, 
luxury items and technology. 

 — ONA

The Omani-Kuwaiti Economic Exhibition showcased 50 Omani SMEs.

BUSINESS REPORTER

Qais bin Mohammed al 
Yousef, Minister of Commerce, 
Industry and Investment 
Promotion, held a meeting 
with Eng Khalil bin Ibrahim 
bin Salamah, Deputy Minister 
of Industry and Mineral 

from Saudi Arabia.
The discussion took place 

in Muscat and focused on 
strengthening bilateral trade 
and industrial relations 
between the two nations.

The meeting primarily 
addressed opportunities to 
enhance trade and industrial 
integration between Oman and 
Saudi Arabia. 

Key areas of discussion 
included ways to enhance 
exports, optimise supply 
chains and address challenges 
faced by exporters, in 
alignment with Oman Vision 

2030.

The meeting was attended 
by Dr Saleh bin Said Masan, 
Under-Secretary of the 
Ministry of Commerce, 
Industry and Investment 
Promotion for Commerce and 
Industry, Ibrahim Saad Bishan, 
Ambassador of the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia to the Sultanate 
of Oman, Eng Abdulrahman 
al Thukair, CEO of the 
Saudi Export Development 
Authority, Eng Al Badr Fouda, 

Deputy Minister of Industry 
and Mineral Resources for 
Industrial Development 
of Saudi Arabia, Abdullah 
Mohammed al Sadhan, Vice-
Governor of the Saudi Zakat, 
Tax and Customs Authority 
for Operations, and several 

According to data from the 
National Centre for Statistics 
and Information, trade 
between Oman and Saudi 

Arabia surpassed RO 1 billion 

key exports to Saudi Arabia 
included mineral products, 
metals and machinery, while 
mineral products, chemicals 
and food were the leading 
imports from the Kingdom.

Furthermore, Saudi 
investments in Oman have 
increased by over 50% since 

enhancement of bilateral 
economic relations.

Earlier statements from 
Eng Sultan bin Abdul Rahman 
al Murshid, CEO of the Saudi 
Fund for Development, 
revealed that the total funding 
provided by the Saudi Fund for 
Development in the Sultanate 
of Oman exceeded RO 1.1 
billion as of 2023.

This included an agreement 

of infrastructure in the 
integrated economic zone in 
Al Dhahirah, a project jointly 
developed by Oman and Saudi 
Arabia, valued at RO 120 
million. 

of 2024. 

companies 
participated in 
the exhibition, 

food products, 
perfumes, 

incense, luxury 
items and 
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BANK MUSCAT 
HONOURED 
FOR FINANCIAL 
INCLUSIVITY 

MUSCAT: 
services provider in Oman, recently participated in 
a celebration organised by the Ministry of Social 
Development to mark the International Day of 
Persons with Disabilities. 

The event, held at the Oman Convention and 
Exhibition Centre, was under the auspices of Dr 
Madeeha bint Ahmed al Shaibaniyah, Minister 
of Education, and attended by dignitaries, 

and NGO leaders.
During the ceremony, Bank Muscat was 

honoured by the Ministry of Social Development for 
its commitment to social responsibility initiatives 
that enhance the participation of people with 
disabilities and for its successful implementation of 

society.
Zuwaina bint Abdullah al Sharjiyah, Assistant 

General Manager of Central Operations & Change 
Management, accepted the award on behalf of the 
Bank.

The event aimed to highlight the rights and 
welfare of persons with disabilities, aligning with 
the goals of Oman Vision 2040, which promotes a 
more inclusive society and ensures the rights and 
well-being of all citizens.

Bank Muscat continues to collaborate with 
the Ministry of Social Development and other 
government, private sector entities and civil 
associations to support people with disabilities 
through its CSR initiatives. This includes providing 
essential equipment that helps individuals perform 
daily tasks, in partnership with various NGOs.

Earlier this year, Bank Muscat also organised 

individuals with physical, visual and hearing 
disabilities, as well as those with autism spectrum 
disorders and Down syndrome. The marathon aims 
to empower participants and integrate them into 

living for all.

implementing a comprehensive development plan 

all customers, including those with hearing, visual 
and physical disabilities. 

The Bank is equipping its branches with 
specialised facilities for individuals with disabilities, 
ensuring that these features are incorporated into all 
new branches. 

These branches include accessible corridors, 
reception desks, parking areas, waiting zones, 
staircases, elevators and special entrances, all 
designed to facilitate service for customers with 
disabilities. 

Additionally, 13 interactive kiosks have been 
installed to allow disabled customers to complete 
transactions independently. The Bank also launched 

Noor Association for the Blind.

MUSCAT: OTE Group congratulates 
leading retailer EXTRA on 
achieving a remarkable milestone 
by recording the highest sales of 

2024. This achievement underscores 

and sets a new benchmark for retail 
performance in Oman.

centric approach, and strong 

partnership with OTE and LG. By 

and exceptional service, EXTRA has 
earned consumer trust and achieved 
outstanding results in a competitive 
market. 

and EXTRA met to celebrate the 
achievement, with the OTE team 

Appliances and driving consumer 

satisfaction across Oman.

“This record-breaking achievement 
by Team EXTRA demonstrates the 
strength of our partnership and our 
shared commitment to providing 
premium home appliances to our 

performance are an inspiration to 
others striving for similar success.”

OTE Group continues to 
collaborate closely with its retail 
partners to meet evolving consumer 
needs .

CSRAWARDS

Zuwaina bint Abdullah al Sharjiyah, Assistant 
General Manager of Central Operations & Change 
Management, accepted the award on behalf of the 
Bank.

MUSCAT: Em Sherif Restaurant 
Oman, located within the 
luxurious St. Regis Al Mouj 
Muscat Resort, is redefining 
Lebanese dining in Muscat. 
Since its opening in October, the 
restaurant has captivated diners 
with its authentic flavours, 
innovative culinary creations 
and sophisticated ambiance, 
now available throughout the 
day and evening. 

menu is now offered at 
lunchtime, featuring both à la 
carte options and signature set 
menus. Each dish is masterfully 

prepared using the finest 
ingredients, paying tribute 

heritage. In the evenings, 
Em Sherif introduces live 
entertainment every Thursday 
and Friday, blending modern 
beats by DJ Vinyl with the 
classical sounds of the Qanun, 
performed by Bassam Rady, 
renowned as the first Qanun 
player of house music. 

This dynamic atmosphere 
enhances the dining experience, 
seamlessly fusing culture, 
cuisine and hospitality. 

“It has been truly incredible to 

tremendous success since 
our opening in October,” said 
Executive Head Chef Yasmina 
Hayek. “Seeing our guests 
embrace and celebrate Lebanese 
culture within our space has 
been a joy. With the introduction 
of our new lunchtime offerings 
and evening entertainment, we 
are continuing to elevate our 
dining experiences. 

We look forward to unveiling 
even more delightful surprises 
as we approach the festive 
season and the holy month of 
Ramadhan.”

MUSCAT:Al Mouj Golf has once 

Golf Course” for the year 2024 by the 
World Golf Awards. This marks the 
eighth consecutive win and the tenth 

destination beyond compare.
“Receiving this award for the 

tenth time is a tremendous honour 
for us,” said Nasser al Sheibani, CEO 
of Al Mouj Muscat. “It reflects our 
unwavering dedication to providing 

an exceptional golfing experience.
This recognition not only 

also highlights the unique appeal of 
our course. 

We are excited to continue 
enhancing our facilities and services 
to attract golfers from around the 
world.” 

Al Mouj Golf is renowned for its 
exceptional facilities, including a 
stunning seaside links-style course 
designed by legendary golfer Greg 

Norman. 
The first of its kind in Oman, Al 

Mouj Golf offers a challenging and 
sustainable golfing experience that 
attracts players from around the 
globe. 

breathtaking ocean views have 

reputation as a burgeoning golfing 
and tourism hub.

Beyond the greens, Al Mouj 
Golf is a haven for over 170 bird 

species, with natural water lakes 
and efficient irrigation systems 
highlighting its green credentials 
and commitment to sustainability.

This eco-conscious approach has 
earned multiple environmental 
accreditations, underscoring the 

environment.
“We invite golfers and tourists 

worldwide to discover the beauty 
and challenge that Al Mouj Golf 
offers,” added Al Sheibani.

Being the only course in Oman to win this 
prestigious title eight years in a row, Al 
Mouj Golf continues to set the benchmark 

Founded by visionary chef and 

Sherif has gained global recognition 
for its dedication to authentic 

hospitality. 

Genesis hosts customer 
meet at showroom
THE 

OTE Group, the exclusive 
distributor of Genesis 
automobiles in Oman, 
recently hosted an exclusive 
customer meet at its state-

of-the-art showroom in Muscat. The 

latest luxury lineup, with the Genesis 
GV70 taking centre stage as the 
highlight of the evening.

The Genesis GV70, a stunning 
combination of dynamic 
performance and sophisticated 
design, captivated attendees with 
its striking presence. Guests were 
treated to an up-close look at the 
premium SUV, which exemplifies 

luxury, advanced technology and 
unparalleled comfort.

Presided over by the Director of 
OTE Group, the event celebrated the 
essence of luxury and exclusivity, 
attracting a distinguished audience 
that included loyal Genesis 
customers, business leaders and 

was further amplified by prominent 
media coverage and the attendance 
of leading social media influencers 
in Oman, extending its impact and 
visibility.

Adding to the experience, the 
evening featured a carefully curated 
lineup of entertainment, creating 
an atmosphere of sophistication 
and leaving attendees with lasting 
impressions. Guests also had the 
opportunity to engage with the 
Genesis team, gaining insights 

blending elegance with cutting-edge 
technology, and learning about the 
innovative features of the Genesis 
lineup. Speaking on the occasion, 
the Director of OTE Group said, “The 
Genesis brand represents a new era 
of luxury and sophistication in the 
automotive industry. With the GV70, 

we are redefining the standards for 
premium SUVs, offering customers 
unmatched craftsmanship, 
performance and innovation. 

We are delighted to bring our 
valued customers closer to the 
exceptional experience that Genesis 
embodies.”

The Genesis brand 
represents a new 
era of luxury and 
sophistication in 
the automotive 
industry. With 
the GV70, we are 

standards for 
premium SUVs, 

unmatched 

performance and 
innovation.  

DIRECTOR OF 
OTE GROUP

center stage. 

BREAKING SALES FOR LG  
HOME APPLIANCES IN OMAN
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US CRYPTO INDUSTRY 
EYES POSSIBLE 

EXECUTIVE ORDERS

The cryptocurrency industry is pushing President-

promised crypto policy overhaul when he takes 

would help push tokens mainstream, according to 

and directives on everything from immigration to 

On the campaign trail, Trump courted crypto 
cash with promises to be a “crypto president,” 
and the industry wants him to make good on that 

stockpile, ensuring the industry can access banking 
services, and creating a crypto council, the people 

“Given the tenor of the campaign, it would be 

what the actual priorities will be on day one and 
provide some kind of roadmap,” said Rebecca 

Worried about crime and volatility, President 

companies, but Trump has pledged to reverse 

shape, with the announcement this month 

President Trump will deliver on his promise to 
encourage American leadership in crypto,” Trump 

Analysts are divided on whether Trump 

potentially via the Treasury Department, or 

reserve asset and require the Treasury Secretary to 

of policy, said the United States should get ahead 
of geopolitical rivals in monetising bitcoin, “rather 
than have the price run up without the United 

— Reuters

industry and land 
ministries on Tuesday selected two 

blocks in a third major round of 

The results of this round, held 
under a law promoting wind power 
development, were closely watched 
by domestic and international 
energy companies weighing the 

wind development as part of its 

decarbonisation strategy, targeting 

wind farm on the southern side of 

near Tsugaru city and the town of 

Another consortium, including 

of Yamagata prefecture near Yuza 

scheduled to begin operations in 

agreed to join forces to form one of 

aiming for renewables to account 

— Reuters

CRYPTONEWS

 — Reuters

Oil prices rise 1% in 
thin pre-holiday trade

WASHINGTON: The International Monetary 
Fund said on Tuesday that it has reached a 
deal with Egyptian authorities allowing the 
country access to about $1.2 billion.

The funding access is subject to executive 
board approval. “The Egyptian authorities 
have continued to implement key policies to 
preserve macroeconomic stability, despite 
ongoing regional tensions that are causing 
a sharp decline in Suez Canal receipts,” 
said Ivanna Vladkova Hollar, who led the 
IMF mission involved in discussions with 
Egyptian authorities.

She added in a statement that “continued 
implementation of fiscal consolidation 
efforts will be necessary to preserve debt 
sustainability, and reduce large interest costs 
and gross domestic financing requirements.”

The deal comes as both sides reached 
staff-level agreement on the fourth 
review under the Extended Fund Facility 
arrangement, the fund said.

Vladkova Hollar also noted that 

the tax system were commendable, but that 
“further reforms will be needed to enhance 
domestic revenue mobilisation efforts.”

“A comprehensive reform package is 
needed to ensure that Egypt rebuilds fiscal 
buffers to reduce debt vulnerabilities, and 
generates additional space to increase social 
spending, especially in health, education 
and social protection,” said Vladkova Hollar.

The discussions culminating in the deal 
were held in person from November 6-20 and 
virtually afterwards. — AFP

OIL 
prices rose more than 1% 
on Tuesday, reversing the 

a brightening short-term 
outlook tied to the prospect 

of slightly tightening supplies as 
trade thinned ahead of the Christmas 
and Hanukkah holidays.

Brent crude futures settled at 
$73.58, rising 95 cents, or 1.3%. US 
West Texas Intermediate crude 
futures settled at $70.10, rising 86 
cents, or 1.2%.

FGE analysts said they expect 
the benchmark prices will 
fluctuate around current levels in 
the near term “as activity in the 
paper markets decreases during 
the holiday season and market 
participants stay on the sidelines 
until they get a clearer view of 2024 
and 2025 global oil balances.” 

Supply and demand changes in 
December have been supportive of 
their current less-bearish view so 
far, the FGE analysts said in a note.

“Given how short the paper 
market is on positioning, any supply 
disruption could lead to upward 
spikes in structure,” they added.

Some analysts also pointed to 
signs of greater oil demand over the 
next few months.

“The year is ending with the 
consensus from major agencies 
over long 2025 liquids balances 
starting to break down,” Neil Crosby, 

president of oil analytics, said in a 

IMF, Egypt reach deal unlocking $1.2 billion

Major banks and business groups 
sued the Federal Reserve earlier this 

annual “stress tests” of Wall Street 
firms violate the law.

The lawsuit filed in US District 
Court in Columbus, Ohio, claims 

how big banks perform against 
hypothetical economic turmoil, 
and assigning capital requirements 
accordingly, do not follow proper 
administrative procedure. 

Plaintiffs included the Bank 
Policy Institute, the US Chamber of 
Commerce, and the American Bank 
Association.

The lawsuit marks the latest 
example of the banking industry 
growing bolder and challenging 

particularly in the wake of recent 
Supreme Court rulings placing 
fresh restrictions on administrative 
authority.

In June, the Supreme Court dealt 

a major blow to such power by 
overturning a 1984 precedent that 
granted deference to government 
agencies in interpreting laws they 
administer. 

The so-called “Chevron doctrine” 
had called for judges to defer 
to reasonable federal agency 
interpretations of US laws deemed to 
be ambiguous.

While the 2010 Dodd-Frank law 
passed following the global financial 
crisis broadly requires the Fed to test 

adequacy analysis the Fed performs 
as part of tests, or the resulting 
capital it directs lenders to set aside, 
are not mandated by law.

Specifically, the groups are 
calling for the Fed to make public 
and subject to feedback the now-
confidential models they regulators 
use to gauge bank performance, 
as well as details of the annual 
scenarios they create to test for 
weaknesses. — Reuters

outlook recently shifted their 2025 
liquids to a draw, despite continuing 
to bring back some OPEC+ barrels 
next year,” Crosby said.

US crude oil and distillate 
stocks were seen falling last week 
by 3.2 million barrels and 2.5 
million barrels, respectively, while 
gasoline stocks were seen rising 
last week, market sources said, 
citing American Petroleum Institute 
figures. Gasoline inventories were 
seen rising by 3.9 million barrels.

The figures come ahead of data 
from the Energy Information 
Administration, the statistical arm 
of the US Department of Energy, at 1 
pm EST (1800 GMT) on Friday.

Also supporting prices was a 

oil importer, to issue 3 trillion 

yuan ($411 billion) worth of special 
treasury bonds next year, as Beijing 
ramps up fiscal stimulus to revive a 
faltering economy.

provide near-term support for WTI 
crude at $67 a barrel, said OANDA 
senior market analyst Kelvin Wong.

Markets will also be watching the 

consumer, which released a mixed 
bag of data. 

While consumer confidence 
weakened in December, new orders 
for key US-manufactured capital 
goods surged in November amid 
strong demand for machinery 
and new home sales rebounded, 
suggesting the US economy was on a 
solid footing as the year closes out.

 — Reuters

The year is 
ending with the 
consensus from 
major agencies 

liquids balances 
starting to break 

down

NEIL CROSBY
Assistant VP of 
Oil Analytics 

at Sparta 
Commodities

JAPAN SELECTS 
TWO GROUPS 

FOR THIRD 
OFFSHORE 

WIND POWER 
ROUND

— Reuters

— Reuters

 — Reuters
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OPINION

MUMBAI
renewable energy industry in 2025. More than 
a dozen generators of wind and solar power are 
looking for new owners as private equity-style 

as industry players like Siemens and Enel, look for 

Hitting that goal will require around $200 
billion of investment, analysts at Nomura reckon. 

– the single largest subcategory – have moved in a 
narrow range since 2019.

Sellers may be overly optimistic on valuations, 

and Macquarie spent much of 2024 scouting for 

Wind hinted on an earnings call in October that 

assets it took a look at were 
overpriced.

Some deals are set for 

agreed to buy part of 

million, the Economic Times 
reported in November. 

Other potential buyers 

renewables unit and 

reported in October that the Singapore sovereign 
wealth fund was considering selling part or all of 
its holdings.

Those who cannot secure an industry sale do 

enough to buy into companies in emerging sectors 

by capacity, went public on Nasdaq by merging 
with a blank-cheque company.

market debut in late 2024 will buoy sentiment.

have scaled up to a couple of gigawatts, such as 

The coming shakeout in Indian renewables will 
reveal whose capital New Delhi might be able to 

— Reuters

THE 

— Reuters

HAIDER  
AL LAWATI

WE 
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CLASSIFIEDS

PLANNING Engineer, 
PMP. Indian male 
11 years experience 
in Construction 
Projects.
Well versed with 
Primavera P6 

communication 
skills, Interpersonal 
skills, EDT Claims, 
Recovery schedules, 
project control. 
Having Omani 
Driving License. 
Contact: 78002582, 
email: 
engineer4planning@ 
gmail.com

SIT. WANTED  

B. COM. 35 years 
of experience in 
accounts, sales 
coordinator, 
admin, HR, 
personal 
assistant, 
document 
controller with 
Oman D/L, 
looking for a job. 
Contact: 92558734

INDIAN male 14 
years experience 
light/ heavy driver. 
Looking for 
suitable opening 
currently in 
Oman. Contact: 
77050986/ 
91280205, 
email: 
kokkadmou@
gmail.com

16,000 sqm (2 
portions of 8,000 
sqm each). 
Open yard/ storage 
area with compound 
wall, 24 hours CCTV 
surveillance & other 
amenities, for rent 
in Al Jifnain close 
to Muscat Nizwa 
Highway. 
Contact: 99105784.

FOR SALE

SIT. VACANT

FIND your dream 

neighbourhoods 

park and sports 
promenade, a 6 
room villa in Al 
Ghubra South 
opposite Sultan 
Qaboos Sports 
Complex. 

For more details, 
contact: 91377029.

LOOKING for a Local Sponsor cum Investor 

in Oman. Email — pradeepdivakar69@gmail.
com

A SUDANESE 
resident in 
Salalah, BSc of 
administrative 
sciences with 
21 years of 
experience in the 

management/ 

Contact: +968 
98510880.

SRI LANKAN
Male — (CGMA 
ACMA+ 
CPA+BBA) 
Asst. Finance 
Manager/ Chief 
Accountant, 12+ 
Experience in 
Oman & GCC, 
Expert in Finan. 
Reporting (MIS), 
VAT, Audit, 

AR AP Recon, 
IFRS, Payroll, 
Banking. 
Contact: 
78773250. 
Email: ali.
mohamedown@
gmail.com 

Indian male 
(Mechanical 
Engineering) 
with 3 years 
experience in 
Diesel engine 
works (Gensets/ 
Engines), 
2 years in 
Machine 
Maintenance, 
seeks job. 
Contact: 
78022420

ACCOUNTANT 
with overs 
6 years of 
experience 
Detail-Oriented 
Financial 
Professional: 
Expert in 
Accounting, 
Audit Prep 
and Expense 
Management. 
Contact: +968 
78320801, 
Ready to join 
immediately.

FOR RENT

HOUSE  for rent 
Barka / Al Haram 
Number of rooms: 
2
bathrooms: 3
Kitchen
Hall
Council 
Spacious 
courtyard 
For inquiries and 
communication 
via WhatsApp: 
92921907/ 
92190016

INDIAN Female, 
M-Tech in 
Environmental 
Engineering, 
B-Tech in Civil 
Engineering. 7 
years of Teaching 
experience as 
Asst. Professor, 
2 years of 
professional 
experience in 
civil construction 
and soil 
investigation.  
Seeking suitable 
job, now in 
Muscat. 
Contact: 
95136664, 
79620397
Email: 
mayakrish.1804@
gmail.com

IN Ruwi, 2 
bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, hall, 
kitchen, with car 
parking. RO 150 
monthly only. Tel: 
94402003.

SENIOR 
accountant  - 
Indian male 

experience (9years 
in Oman)  NOC 
& D/L available. 
Contact: 78109909.
Email: shinsjohn@
gmail.com

RETAIL Store 
Manager with 
15 years of 
experience in 
Retail Fashion, 
Home, Decor, 
Perfume and 
Beauty. Currently 
working in 
Oman. Actively 
seeking new 
opportunities. 
Tel: 94126212 
ehteshamzaidi@
yahoo.in

29 years old 
Indian female, 
MBA holder 
with 2 years 
experience. 
Seeking a 
suitable position.  
Currently in 
Muscat on visit 
visa. Contact: 
78641071, 
shazashakeel@
gmail.com

FOR RENT

Ajib Trading LLC
Opal Spec 
Portacabin Rental 

to Man 
Camp Setup.
Contact: 
99036395- 
99411263

10 years Oman 
experience with 
D/L is looking 
for suitable 
opportunities. 
Contact- 94408342

Indian Male /
CPA, CMA, 
CA Finalist  
& BCOM/ 
10+ years of 
Experience/
Currently 
Working 
as Finance 
Manager, 
Looking 
for Senior 
Management 
Roles in 
Finance. 
Contact: 
78611653.
Email: 
jobcpacma@
gmail.com
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FASHION

‘SWORD OF WISDOM’ IS 
A CAPTIVATING WHIRL OF 
HYPNOTIC PERFORMANCE 

Models present 
creations by 
designer Fatima 
Ashar during the 
Neo HUM Bridal 
Couture Week, in 
Lahore. — AFP

FILM

Achour poses with his Tanit 

Rouges”, during the closing 
ceremony of the Carthage 
Cinematographic Days 

in Tunis. — AFP

LIFESTYLE
An Afghan antique 
vendor shows a Dotar 

in Persian, a folkloric 
plucked musical 

dried wood, at his shop 
in Herat. — AFP

A JAPANESE hot spring town popular for its 
photogenic snowy scenes began limiting entry 
to day-trippers on Monday in a trial to tackle 
overtourism during winter.

Ginzan Onsen, a remote town in northern 
Yamagata region, draws around 330,000 visitors 
each year.

Many share photos online of its old-fashioned 
buildings blanketed in snow and illuminated by 
lamplight that create a nostalgic atmosphere.

However, authorities in Ginzan Onsen, as in 
more famous destinations such as Kyoto and 
Mount Fuji, have become fed up with a rise in 
road problems, quarrels and other nuisances.

From Monday, only people staying at local 

pm will need a reservation.

tourists this year as the weak yen swells a post-
pandemic travel boom.

cars getting stuck in the snow, because travellers 
were driving with normal tyres” instead of snow 
tyres, said Takayuki Saito, head of commerce 
and tourism for the municipality of Obanazawa, 
where the town is located.

not being able to reach” Ginzan Onsen due to 
congestion, Saito said.

Driving there “can be dangerous with poor 
visibility in snowstorms” in winter, he said.

Until the end of February, day-trippers will be 
asked to park at a tourism centre two kilometres 
(1.2 miles) away and pay for a shuttle bus.

adding that authorities were hoping to maintain 
a good relationship with visitors.

ambulance, “an emergency service team made it 
to the scene by running, but it was truly a life-and-
death situation,” the site said.

“Some visitors are verbally abusive” when 

to the site, which it described as “unbearable”.
More than 33 million foreign visitors have 

year record of nearly 32 million.

geisha and decided to ban visitors from entering 
private alleys.

Authorities have also introduced an entry fee 

popular trail, while barriers were installed outside 
a convenience store nearby to stop crowds of snap-
happy visitors getting injured on the road. — AFP

Picturesque Japan 
hot spring town 
limits day trippers
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A TOWERING cinema with a 

SHARE A SLICE OF YOUR LIFE

Christopher 

epic poem “The Odyssey” for 

Universal Pictures said it 
will be “mythic action epic 

old director known for 
“Oppenheimer” and 
“Interstellar” will be released 
in cinemas worldwide on July 
17,2026, the studio said late 

According to Universal, the 

technology, which enables a 

Hollywood trade 
publications report that Matt 
Damon, Charlize Theron, Tom 
Holland, Anne Hathaway, 

Robert Pattinson are involved 

The ancient Greek poem, 
written around the 8th 
century BCE, follows the hero 
Odysseus as he attempts to 

takes ten years, during 
which he faces numerous 
challenges, including the 
Cyclops Polyphemus, the 
seductive Sirens and the 

Odysseus struggles, his wife 
Penelope and son Telemachus 

returns to Ithaca, disguised as 

help, he defeats the suitors 
and reunites with Penelope, 
celebrating the theme of 
perseverance, loyalty, and the 
longing for home throughout 

We select photos daily for our Instagram Top Picks of the Day.
To be selected, follow us on Instagram and every time you upload or share your 
photos, make sure to tag us and use #OmanObserver and #BeAnObserver.

A Day at the Beach
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THE breathtaking performances of 

‘SWORD OF WISDOM’ 
IS A CAPTIVATING 

WHIRL OF HYPNOTIC 
PERFORMANCE


