
Superfan to cheer Saudi 
team at ‘home’ 
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SAYYID BADr rECEIvES
NorWEGIAN
CoUNTErPArT

Muscat - H E Sayyid Badr
Hamad al Busaidi, Foreign
Minister, met Anniken
Huitfeldt, Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Norway,
on Sunday.

The two ministers
reviewed areas of bilateral
cooperation and ways of
enhancing these, especially
in the fields of economy,
renewable energy, climate
and green economy trans-
ition. They also exchanged
views on various regional
and international develo-
pments  of mutual interest.

At the conclusion of the
meeting, the two ministers
signed a memorandum for
renewal of political
consultation between the
two countries. 

Khalid Hashel al Muse-
lhi, Head of the Minister’s
office Department,
attended the meeting.

u NEWS BRIEF

Shaddad al Musalmy
Muscat

On Sunday, arguably the world’s
biggest sporting event kicked off
when host Qatar met South
America’s Ecuador in Al Bayt Sta-
dium about 35km from Doha.
Alongside the excitement on the
pitch, FIFA World Cup 2022 will
also provide a major boost to
GCC economies through fan vis-
its and tourism boom.

Football's premiere event is
expected to draw over 1.2mn vis-
itors to Qatar over the course of
the five-week tournament. Be-
sides being the first World Cup in
the Middle East, it is also the first
played during winter. 

This World Cup is likely the
last for Lionel Messi and Cris-
tiano Ronaldo, two giants who
have ruled the football pitch for
the past decade. In an interview
with Piers Morgan earlier this
week, Ronaldo, 37, vowed to re-
tire if he leads Portugal to victory. 

Across Oman, both young and
old are geared up to celebrate the
‘beautiful game’. Sabri Abdullah,
a football fan who works for PDO,
said he has made elaborate
preparations to catch the excite-

ment. “The first thing I did was to
invest in an enormous TV. I try to
make such events a family affair;
I don’t like the idea of going out to
public places like hotels and
restaurants to watch matches,”
he said.

Aiman al Zakwani, another
passionate football fan, said he
opted not to avail his annual leave
in November to avoid travel and
thereby miss the matches. “I just
want to be home throughout the
tournament. I enjoy watching
matches in the comfort of my
bean bag. Match timings are very
good this year,” he said.

Others like Mohammed al
Balushi, a football fan from Sohar,
however, have more fun watch-
ing matches in cafes with a bunch
of family and friends.  “That’s way
more exciting. It is more fun
cheering and celebrating with
other football lovers.”

For Balushi, the bigger the
crowd, the better it is, and the
time of the matches doesn’t mat-
ter. “After all, the World Cup
happens once in four years. We
can sleep after the finals.” 

To keep up with demand,
giant screens are ready at cafés
to welcome large crowds. 

Trump signature
golf course, villas
to be built in Yiti 

Bisat oil field production to hit
60,000 bpd by early 2023
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FooTBall
FeVer 

New York, United States - The
Trump Organization will develop
a signature Trump Resort, includ-
ing residential villas, a hotel and a
golf course in the AIDA project -
a premium, mixed-use project
nestled within the master plan of
Yiti Integrated Tourism Develop-
ment.

The developer of AIDA - Dar
al Arkan, a leading Saudi real es-
tate company - and The Trump
Organization signed an agree-
ment in New York for the devel-
opment of the project. 

The 100m hilltop develop-
ment is one of the largest pre-
mium mixed-use real estate
projects in the world, situated di-
rectly by the sea. 

AIDA will be developed with
the support of Oman Tourism
Development Company
(OMRAN Group). Valued at
US$4bn, the project will be de-
veloped over ten years on an area
of 3.5mn sqm. Development of
AIDA is due to begin in the first
quarter of 2023.

Signing the agreement, Yousef
al Shelash, Chairman of Dar al
Arkan, said, “The Trump Organi-
zation is known for its exclusive,
world-class developments. Supe-
rior quality, detail and perfection
are the standards that Trump de-
mands throughout its projects –
from residential to resort, from
hotel to golf course, and from
commercial office to retail. We
are always looking to enhance
Dar al Arkan’s unique projects
with premium facilities and expe-
riences, and our partnership with
Trump will distinguish our first
project in Oman and put it on the
global map.”

About the project, Eric Trump,
Executive Vice-President of The
Trump Organization, said that
when the company was looking
for its next project and a place to
expand its footprint, “we knew it
had to be in an outstanding loca-
tion and with an amazing team.
At AIDA, in the heart of Muscat,
situated directly overlooking the
incredible sea, we have truly
found that”. 

Ziad el Chaar, CEO of Dar al
Arkan Global, said, “AIDA sits on
a high peak overlooking one of
the most breath-taking horizons

in the world. Imagine the beauti-
ful setting of a villa in these ma-
jestic surroundings or playing a
game of golf overlooking the sea
– it is truly unrivalled.”

AIDA’s master plan was de-
signed to ensure innovative stan-
dards with the adoption of
architectural foundations, utilis-
ing rich natural surroundings.
Most importantly, AIDA is being
developed sustainably, fully re-
specting and preserving the to-
pography and unique
environmental features of the
area with homes integrating
seamlessly within the cliffs.

The meticulously planned
course will feature state-of-the-
art golf facilities, an expansive
golf club, and the finest amenities
ultimately creating a new luxury
benchmark for golf in the Middle
East. While the AIDA golf course
will offer the ideal setting for the
game’s enthusiasts, the hospital-
ity and residential component will
be second to none for the luxury
traveller, a press release stated.

Superior quality, 
detail and 
perfection are the
standards that
Trump demands 
throughout its 
projects
YOuSEF Al ShElASh
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Holders France
rocked by injuries 
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Excitement builds up as
World Cup begins in Qatar 

Yousef al Shelash and Donald Trump

Muscat - H E Sayyid Badr Hamad
al Busaidi, Foreign Minister, held
the third annual meeting on Sun-
day with ambassadors and heads
of diplomatic missions accredited
to the sultanate. 

H E Sayyid Badr highlighted
Oman’s pillars of foreign policy
and touched on regional and in-
ternational developments and
the sultanate’s efforts in enhanc-
ing the investment milieu and
economic diversification. He also
addressed climate issues and un-
derscored Oman’s efforts in
achieving net zero carbon emis-
sions by 2050. He pointed out
that Oman welcomes coopera-
tion and partnership with Arab
and friendly countries in this field.

He congratulated Qatar for
hosting the FIFA World Cup
Qatar 2022 and also congratu-
lated the UAE on being chosen to
host the Conference of the Par-
ties (COP28) in 2023.

H E Sayyid Badr exchanged
views with the ambassadors on
cooperation between the Foreign
Ministry and diplomatic mis-
sions. He lauded the efforts of the
envoys and members of the
diplomatic corps to consolidate
ties between their respective

countries and Oman.
The meeting was attended by

H E Mohammed Nasser al Wa-

haibi, Undersecretary for Admin-
istrative and Financial Affairs in
the Foreign Ministry.

Our Correspondent 
Muscat

The Ministry of Defence, repre-
sented by the Royal Navy of
Oman (RNO), presented the
Sultan Qaboos Sailing Award in
Gran Canaria, Spain, on Satur-
day.

In its tenth edition this year,
the award went to the Norwe-
gian ship Christian Radek for its
impressive history in training for
sailing. 

The presentation ceremony

coincided with the 52nd National
Day of the sultanate and was
held under the auspices H E
Omar bin Saeed al Kathiri, Am-
bassador of Oman to Spain, in
the presence of Brig Gen Tariq
bin Isa al Raisi, Chief Staff Officer
at RNO, a number of RNO per-
sonnel and officials of Gran Ca-
naria island. 

Several government and 
private maritime institutions
competed for the award this
year, besides entities engaged
in sailing.

The winner of the award was
chosen during the annual confer-
ence of the International Associ-
ation for Training in Sailing. 

The Sultan Qaboos Sailing
Award is supervised by the Min-
istry of Defence in cooperation
with Sail Training International.
The award was launched in Nor-
way in 2011 in response to the
Royal orders of the late Sultan
Qaboos bin Said.

The award is one of the
world’s most prestigious sailing
awards. 

Sayyid Badr holds meeting with
heads of missions in Oman

Norwegian ship wins Sultan Qaboos Sailing Award 

H M receives message from
President of Tajikistan
Muscat - His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik has received a
written message from President Emomali Rahmon of Tajikistan
dealing with the bilateral relations between the two countries.

The message was handed over to Sayyid Badr Hamad al Bu-
saidi, Foreign Minister, when he received Zubaydullo Zubaydov,
Ambassador Designate of Tajikistan to Oman. 

During the meeting, the two sides reviewed cooperation in var-
ious fields. The meeting was attended by Khalid Hashel al Muselhi,
Head of the Minister’s Office Department, and several other For-
eign Ministry officials.

Sayyid Theyazin aTTendS World Cup opening Ceremony
Dancers perform during the opening ceremony ahead of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group A football match between Qatar and Ecuador at the Al

Bayt Stadium in Al Khor, north of Doha, on Sunday.  H H Sayyid Theyazin bin Haitham al Said, Minister of Sports, Culture and Youth, attended the

opening ceremony (AFP)

(ONA)
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ahmed al Siyabi
Businessman 

National Day is the day to be proud of our tra-
ditions, culture and the country. A strong
sense of patriotism lingers in our hearts and
minds for weeks. This year, the holiday was
announced a little early and this has helped
me plan in advance. I plan to spend some
quality time with my family. I also plan to take
my staff for an evening outing somewhere in
Muscat followed by a good Omani dinner.

omar al musallami
Marketing manager 

National Day is the day when we remember

our beloved the late Sultan Qaboos bin Said
more compared to other times of the year. 
I have always decorated my cars with images
of Oman. This time, I printed a big ‘52’ on 
the door. During the holiday, I plan to visit 
my friends in Dubai. My brother is also there
and we long to spend some good time 
together. 

bader al Harthy
Government employee

Every National Day, I dress up my children in
beautiful clothes and take pictures. I also visit
my village and meet all my cousins and rela-
tives. It is a lovely time to feel the together-
ness with good food, in a nice environment,

weather and people around. We play patri-
otic music most of the day and make sure to
cook homemade food. National Day is very
close to my heart and I always take immense
pride in celebrating it. 

Vinod raghavan
Businessman

I have been in Oman for the last ten years and
every National Day is special to me. The day
is special to Omanis as well as expatriates. I
plan to visit some interior areas of the country
this National Day holiday with my sponsor,
who is also a friend. We will also go to his vil-
lage. I write blogs and this holiday will be the
right time for me to write about the real Oman. 

mohammad lawati
Sales executive 

National Day is the time of the year to look
back on our glorious past and the many
achievements that the country has accom-
plished during the past five decades. Our of-
fice celebrated with cake, music and food.
Everyone joined the celebration, including
expatriates who have been a very integral
part of our lives. 

During the holiday on November 30 and
December 1, I would love to chill watch-
ing the matches of FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022. I wanted to go to Qatar, too, but
sadly I cannot because now no tickets are
available.

Based on the Royal orders of
His Majesty Sultan Haitham
bin Tarik, the official holiday
for the 52nd National Day
has been announced on
November 30 and December
1. What does the National
Day mean to you? And what
do you plan to do in the
National Day holiday? 
Here is what Muscat Daily
readers said 

Time for reflecTion and celebraTion

Our Correspondent
Muscat 

A
bdul Latheef, managing direc-
tor of Badr al Samaa Group of
Hospitals, who is contesting
the upcoming elections to the
board of Oman Chamber of

Commerce & Industry (OCCI), hopes to be
instrumental in making the expatriate
business community in Oman an integral

part and a catalyst in Oman Vision
2040 if elected.

Latheef, who has three decades of
experience in the healthcare industry
in Oman and the GCC, besides own-
ing businesses in travel, real estate,
education, construction, retailing
and hospitality, firmly believes that
allowing representation of the expat

community is a historical and impor-
tant step taken by the Ministry of Com-

merce, Industry and Investment Promotion. 
Membership to the OCCI board comes with sig-

nificant opportunities and responsibilities to support the
expat business community in meaningful ways and to
become a partner in the economic growth of Oman,
Latheef affirms. 

His election manifesto lists representing the expat
business community, facilitating and framing policies
and streamlining businesses, overcoming economic
challenges, keeping pace with regional and interna-
tional business developments, and positioning Oman as

a global player. 
He will also strive for synergy between the public and

private sectors, establish more public-private partner-

ships to undertake and accomplish projects of national
importance, and contribute towards meeting the na-
tional agenda laid down in Oman Vision 2040,

Latheef responded to Muscat Daily’s questions on
what he proposes to do if elected to the OCCI board. 

What initiatives for community welfare and a safe and
healthy environment do you have in mind? Will these
be carried out with the help of other corporates?
This is the first time an opportunity has been given to an
expat and I wish to express my sincere gratitude to His
Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik and the Government
of Oman for involving expats in this prestigious body. 

I believe each one of us deserves the best quality
healthcare and it will be my responsibility to take health-
care services to every part of Oman. We have already
made good progress in this direction. Wherever work-
able, I will undertake public-private partnership projects
and work closely with the Ministry of Health to achieve
targets listed in Vision 2040. 

My main focus will be health education, health aware-
ness, preventive screening and non-communicable dis-
ease surveillance and control. Preventive health
screening by conducting regular health screening and
holding health awareness talks will be on the 'to-do' list. 

Are there any specific concerns regarding ease of doing
business in Oman which need immediate attention?
What efforts will you take to solve these?
In the past, many policy changes and progressive plans
have been put in place which ensured a gradual improve-
ment in Oman’s ranking in ease of doing business.
Oman’s regulatory environment is conducive to business
operations. However, I will have discussions with all
stakeholders. I will understand the challenges faced by
them and prepare recommendations accordingly and

work on streamlining these issues.

Does the private sector’s participation in healthcare in
Oman need further streamlining so that more private
players from other countries enter the market?
The targets set under Vision 2040 for more super spe-
cialised healthcare services and establishing medical in-
stitutes and universities is a huge responsibility for us.
The Ministry of Health, with its advanced policies, is en-
suring safe healthcare practices, and with the introduc-
tion of international quality accreditations like JCI (USA)
and ACHSI (Australia), the quality of service delivery has
reached international benchmarks.

Quality of services is well taken care of. We need to
focus more on expansion of services, introduction of ter-
tiary care modalities, and ensure patients in Oman are
not compelled to seek medical care aboard. In this con-
text, I believe everyone is welcome to join hands in the
projects aimed at meeting Vision 2040. I’ll accept sug-
gestions and recommendations from representations of
every private healthcare provider and work in the best
interest of the industry.

Would you initiate any measures to build trust in the
existing medical facilities (government/private) in
Oman to reduce medical tourism to other countries?
Definitely. We need to do a study to understand the 
reasons, other than long waiting time and unavailability
of some services in the private healthcare sector, behind
patients travelling aboard for medical tourism. 
More awareness needs to be raised about the abilities
of our healthcare system, and along with it, major focus
needs to be put on expansion and advancement of 
services.

Is there a need for the expat business community to
play a bigger role in Oman Vision 2040? Which areas
need greater private participation?
There are major businesses run by expats in the sul-
tanate. We should focus on diversification into other
growing sectors and businesses. Vision 2040 can be
achieved as a team, and equal responsibility lies on the
expat business community. We should diversify and
focus on industries like manufacturing, education,
healthcare, environment and technology.

Abdul Latheef, MD of Badr al Samaa Group of
Hospitals, promises to position Oman as a
global player if elected to the OCCI board

‘Great opportunity for an expat’ 



NATIONAL DAY hOLIDAY

Our Correspondent
Muscat

To check the spread of mesquite
trees and raise awareness of the
importance of weeding out these
small leguminous trees for the
protection of green covers, an
Ibri resident has made it a mis-
sion to get rid of the harmful
trees from his wilayat. 

Mohammed Saeed al Hinai
said he started alone to destroy
mesquite trees in the wilayat of
Ibri in Dhirah governorate. 

“I have succeeded in remov-
ing over 80 trees so far. I cut
down and burn the pestilent
shrubs and trees, that endanger
vegetation in the immediate sur-
rounding, often facing the chal-
lenges of strong winds.”

The initiative aims to get rid of
all mesquite trees and spread
awareness of its impact on the
soil and environment as a whole.
He also aims to encourage com-
munity members to plant wild
trees, spread environmental
awareness in the community and
motivate young people to partic-
ipate in voluntary works for envi-
ronment protection.

Hinai described the species as
a “menace that threatens indige-
nous flora, competing for water
and soil nutrients”. Leaves of
mesquite shrubs and trees con-
tain a toxic substance, and the
thorns cause serious injuries to
human beings.

According to Hinai, mesquite
pollen has been identified as a
respiratory allergen, and con-
sumption of the pods by animals
leads to teeth decay. The shrubs
and trees also affect soil salinity,
he added. Talking about the chal-
lenges Hinai said lack of equip-
ment and prevalent of snakes
pose major challenges during the
removal of those trees. “But with
determination, patience and doc-
umenting the place where the
mesquite trees were located, I
was able to overcome it.”

Hinai has also been distribut-
ing wild plant saplings since 2018
so that they can not only replace
the harmful trees, but can also
help in the protection of soil,
while ensuring the green cover in
the sultanate. “I have started a
small nursery at home and till
now I have successfully grown
7,000 saplings,” he added.
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
   


 
  


 
 


 


  

 
 
  
 












 






  


 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 












 





Our Correspondent
Muscat 

With the National Day holiday
announced, travel agents are re-
porting a rush of enquiries for
travel in and outside Oman.
However, the trend this year
seems to be making the most of
the holiday destinations within
Oman, or flying to places which
don’t require prior visa arrange-
ments. 

According to travel operators,
some of the best options to
travel during the upcoming Na-
tional Day holiday within the
country are Nizwa, Jabal Akhdar,
Sur, Masirah Islands, Jabal
Shams and Ras al Jinz. 

Aslam Saleem, Assistant
Manager - Holidays at Majan In-
ternational Agencies Travel and
Tourism, is confident of a good
response from both Omanis and
expatriates for inbound tourism.
“During short holidays, people
rush to nearby places for a quick
break and spend some quality
time with their family. This time,
most of the movement within
Oman is for Nizwa, Jabal Akhdar
and Jabal Shams. We have also
made a good number bookings
for desert adventures and camp-
ing. A lot of people are also trav-
elling to Sur and Ras al Jinz.
People are also looking for op-
tions like Al Ashkhara and
Masirah.”

Following the lifting of restric-

tions after two years, leisure
tourism is picking up rapidly in
Oman. “Also, the FIFA World
Cup Qatar 2022 is here. So we
have many enquiries for Qatar
too,” Faiyaz Khan, general man-
ager of Travel Point, informed.

He added, “We have several

queries for both inbound and
outbound trips for the National
Day holiday. People were eagerly
waiting for the dates to be an-
nounced and are now making
bookings.”

Often last minute travel plans
are made for such short holidays,

noted Rashid Fazal, Holiday In-
charge at Akbar Travels. “That is
why people prefer destinations
that provide visa on arrival. And
so Thailand is among the top
choices for our customers. Other
favourites are Georgia and Azer-
baijan.” 

He added that locally, holiday-
makers are interested in desert
safaris and destinations like
Wadi Shaab and Jabal Sifah.
“Apart from expatriates, we are
also seeing good response for
local tours from European
tourists who are already in

Oman.”
Besides the popular inbound

destinations, there are many
who are opting for staycations.
To cash in on the holiday mood,
many hotels have staycation of-
fers. Mohammad Ali Khosh-
bakht, manager of Al Rafa Travel
and Tourism, said, “There are
many Omani families who prefer
to spend leisure time in hotels
with no adventure or travelling
involved. We have booked suites
and apartments in destinations
like Jabal Shams, Sohar, Sur and
Ras al Jinz for such holidayers.” 

Omani brand launches luxury cane collection for menMunicipality launches contest
for Muscat Nights’ logo design
Our Correspondent
Muscat 

Muscat Municipality has an-
nounced launch of a competition
for the designing of a logo for
Muscat Nights 2023 - a festival
that Oman plans to organise next
year for the promotion of the
country's heritage and culture.

The municipality has set some
guidelines for the design to make
the logo ‘innovative’ and not
taken from any other logo of
whether local, regional or inter-
national entity. ‘The logo should
include the name of Muscat
Nights in both Arabic and English
and the elements of the logo

must be clear in different colours
and combine simplicity in design
with depth of meaning in con-
tent,’ the municipality said.

‘The design should derive its
elements and colours from the
identity of the Muscat Munici-
pality,’ it further added.

The contest is open to Oma-
nis only, and a participant can
submit a maximum of three dif-
ferent designs, while the Muscat
Municipality will have the sole
right over the winning logo. The
winner of the contest will receive
OR500.

One can submit ideas for the
logo until November 29 at
mm@mm.gov.om

Ibri citizen fights
mesquite menace

Muscat - Luxury design brand
Deema on Wednesday launched
its limited edition men’s walking
canes, artistically crafting a signa-
ture of Oman’s heritage and ar-
chitecture on each one of them.

The fine jewellery brand
launched three designs inspired
by Omani heritage and monu-
ments in celebration of the coun-
try’s 52nd National Day.

“Our 2023 Men’s Cane Col-
lection is inspired by Oman like
all our products. The designs are
mainly influenced by Omani her-
itage and architecture,” said co-
founder Suad al Riyami.

“The inspiration behind this
collection is the Omani khanjar,
the Royal Opera House and the

Sultan Qaboos Grand Mosque,”
added Shadya al Ismaily, another
co-founder of the Deema brand.

The canes are made out of
rosewood decorated with silver
and precious stones such as sap-

phire and black onyx studded on
them.

“As usual, a modern twist is
added to our canes, with special
attention to detail, uniqueness,
design and fine craftsmanship,”

she elaborated.
A second edition of the collec-

tion is set to launch in December
this year using different materi-
als, alongside matching rings. 

The brand launched its first

Cane Collection in 2016.
“We believe that men deserve

something beautiful as well.
There’s plenty for us women, but
men have something special
too,” Suad explained.

Additionally the brand offers
cufflinks and rings. 

The Deema brand was
founded by mother and daughter
duo Shadya al Ismaily and Suad
al Riyami in 2008. The fine jew-
ellery brand aimed to adapt tra-
ditional Omani designs for the
modern women. The brand later
expanded to include linen, chi-
naware, corporate gifts, large
scale abstract paintings and inte-
rior design services.
(Contributed by Hibba al Kindi)

National Day holiday triggers
rush for inbound tourism

We have booked suites and 
apartments in destinations like
Jabal Shams, Sohar, Sur and 
Ras al Jinz for such holidayers
mohammad alI KhoShbaKht

The inspiration 
behind this collec-
tion is the Omani 
khanjar, the Royal
Opera House and
the Sultan Qaboos
Grand Mosque
Shadya al ISmaIly

Muscat - The Sultanate of Oman,
represented by the Ministry of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Water
Resources, took part in the ex-
traordinary meeting of the GCC
Agricultural Cooperation Com-
mittee held on Sunday. 

Dr Saud Hamoud al Habsi,
Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Water Resources, headed
the Omani delegation at the
meeting, held via video confer-
encing with the prime aim of dis-
cussing food security.

The meeting concluded with a
number of proposals, including
the endorsement of a permanent
committee for food security to
stem from the GCC Agricultural
Cooperation Committee, as well
as renaming the Agricultural Co-
operation Committee as the
‘Agricultural Cooperation and
Food Security Committee’.

The meeting discussed the
formation of a high-level GCC
working team that will comprise
personnel of the public and pri-
vate sectors, under the leader-
ship of Saudi Arabia.
ONA

Oman takes 
part in GCC 
agricultural meet 
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Our Correspondent
Muscat

The production capacity of Bisat
oil field in Oman's Block 60 con-
cession area will increase to
60,000 barrels per day (bpd) by
early next year, according to the
operator OQ.

OQ, the sultanate's global in-
tegrated energy group, on Satur-
day announced the
commissioning of its third crude
oil processing plant in the Bisat
oil field.

The commissioning of the
third plant will contribute to in-
creasing the field's production
capacity to 60,000 bpd, further
enhancing OQ Group's share in
Oman's total oil production.

Discovered in 2017, Bisat oil
field now includes around 165 oil
wells and consists of three crude
oil processing plants. The first
crude oil processing plant started
operation in August 2019 and
second plant started its opera-
tion in September 2021. The third
plant was commissioned on a

trial basis on November 9, 2022.
OQ successfully increased the

production of Bisat oil field from
5,000 bpd in 2019 to 55,000
bpd by the third quarter of 2022,
the fastest annual growth of oil
field production in the region.

A wide group of Omani tal-
ents contributed to the project,
which included employees from
OQ Group and employees work-
ing for the contracting compa-
nies. The initiative is part of OQ’s
contribution to support the gov-
ernment’s efforts in enabling na-
tional companies to carry on
work in the areas of oil explo-

ration and production.
The commissioning of this

new crude processing plant
makes OQ Group one of the
largest oil producers, bringing the
group's production capacity to
219,000 barrels of equivalent oil
per day, representing 12.6 per
cent of Oman's total oil produc-
tion.

In a press statement, Eng
Ahmed bin Said al Azkawi, CEO
of Upstream Sector at OQ
Group, said, “The project will
support the group's strategy to
boost investments in oil explo-
ration and production while con-

taining environmental impact.
This is an important stage that
precedes the full commercial op-
eration of the project and will en-
able us to ensure the reliability of
all equipment and components
of the plant.”

“What makes us proud is the
contribution of national talents in
the completion of the project and
in the commissioning phase
ahead of the scheduled date and
within budget. In addition, the
project completed more than
3,750,000 working hours 
without lost time injuries,” he
added.

OQ says Bisat oil field's
production capacity to hit
60,000 bpd by early 2023

Muscat – Oman will target in-
vestments worth more than
US$190bn by 2050 into the
country’s energy transition and
decarbonisation projects to alle-
viate the negative effects of cli-
mate change, the sultanate’s
ambassador to Egypt told the
COP27 conference last week.

Oman’s roadmap to achieve
Net Zero by its 2050 target date
and the role of ESG (environ-
mental, social and governance)
in achieving sustainable eco-
nomic diversification in the coun-
try will be the central theme of
the workshops tackled at the 9th
Oman Energy ESG Forum in
Muscat on Tuesday.

The sultanate is finalising a
national policy for energy transi-
tion that focuses on setting a
general framework, policies, and
regulations to accelerate the
transformation process in sec-
tors of hydrogen, renewable en-
ergy, energy efficiency and the
capture, transfer, use and stor-
age of carbon, and an update of
the country’s strategic plan will
be presented at the industry

event this week.
“There is no doubt that ESG

will be increasingly embedded in
nearly all business conversations
in Oman going forward,” said
Sean Evers, chairman of the
Oman Energy Forum, which is
returning to Muscat after a
three-year hiatus due to the
Covid pandemic. “What used to
be a ‘nice to have’ is now cer-
tainly a ‘must have’ – and the
clock to gain competitive footing
in this fast-growing market is
ticking,” he said.

ESG is a framework that helps

stakeholders understand how an
organization is managing risks
and opportunities related to en-
vironmental, social, and gover-
nance criteria. It is increasingly
playing a prominent role in cred-
itworthiness, as ESG can – and
does – influence credit quality,
specifically, the capacity and will-
ingness of borrowers to meet fi-
nancial commitments.

The Capital Market Authority
said in March that it was com-
mitted to introducing ESG re-
porting guidelines for companies
listed on the Muscat Stock Ex-
change, but initially for voluntary
implementation only before it
becomes mandatory sometime
later.

The 9th Oman Energy Forum,
which will be held only a few
days after the conclusion of the
UN climate conference in Egypt
(COP27), will convene 250 ex-
ecutives and officials from a di-
verse range of sectors, including
energy, aviation, automobile,
agriculture, academia, freezones
and logistics, and through 18 ses-
sions with over 40 speakers.

ESG to enter centre stage as
Oman charts path to Net Zero

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Muscat Stock Exchange
(MSX) on Sunday signed a
memorandum of understand-
ing (MoU) with the Middle East
Investor Relations Association
(MEIRA) to develop investor
relations activities and enhance

transparency.
The MoU was signed by

Haitham Salim al Salmi, CEO of
the MSX and John Gollifer, gen-
eral manager of MEIRA.

In a statement to Oman
News Agency, Salmi said that
the MSX is a member at MEIRA
and the MoU aims to prepare
representatives of investor re-

lations in companies listed on
the Muscat Stock Exchange.

The collaboration between
the MSX and MEIRA is consid-
ered a strategic partnership
that brings international bench-
marks and best practices toolkit
to support the listed companies
and develop the quality of com-
panies’ performance in the

market. 
Moreover, MEIRA’s ap-

proach is to initiate and accel-
erate local Investor Relations
(IR) Chapters in regional capital
markets and develop expertise
by providing access to a wide
variety of programmes, training
and certifications.

MSX signs MoU to develop investor relations
Muscat – Oman Oil Marketing
Company (OOMCO) and Oman
Aluminium Rolling Company
(OARC), a well-known producer
of aluminium sheets in Sohar,
have signed an agreement for
the supply of green biofuel
blends.

This agreement makes
OOMCO as the first fuel mar-
keter providing biofuel in Oman
market and OARC becomes a
first company in Oman using
such environmentally friendly
and cost-effective B5 Biodiesel
by OOMCO in a partnership that
will contribute to a reduction
OARC’s carbon footprint.

The renewable fuel will be
produced by an Wakud Interna-
tional LLC (Wakud) at their
biodiesel plant in Barka’s Khaz-
aen Economic City. Wakud is an
Omani SME producing biofuels
using recycled cooking oils used
by Oman’s hospitality industry.

“This agreement is a step for-
ward on the national and global
path towards the transition to a
carbon-neutral society. We aim
to distribute decarbonised prod-

ucts as climate change contin-
ues to call for lower greenhouse
gas emissions and sustainable
solutions that can adapt to the
decarbonisation strategies of our
partners,” Tarik al Junaidi, chief
executive officer of OOMCO,
said in a press release.

He added, “Our collaboration
with Oman Aluminium Rolling
Company and Wakud will fur-
ther contribute to Oman’s circu-
lar and green economy
ambitions.”

The decarbonisation partner-
ship with OARC is in line with
OOMCO’s continuous commit-
ment to deploy sustainable and
clean energy in all its operations.
And this also a first step toward

achieving Oman 2050 Carbon
Neutrality target  as biodiesel B5
meant to reduce 4.3 per cent of
carbon emission and OARC will
use B5 in its aluminum rolling
operations as a quick win solu-
tion in the journey of decarboni-
sation.

Peter Rijkoort, chief executive
officer of OARC said, “There is
an urgent need for companies
like ours to address the chal-
lenges, while also leveraging the
opportunities associated with
decarbonisation. The use of
blended biofuels for our produc-
tion processes can lower our
company’s direct emissions by 5
per cent, while remaining cost-
effective.” 

OOMCO signs deal to supply clean
biofuel to Oman Aluminium Rolling
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Bank Muscat, the leading finan-
cial services provider in the sul-
tanate, has won the award for
the Best Consumer Digital Bank
in Oman 2022 at the Global Fi-
nance’s Best Digital Bank
Awards held in Dubai. 

The winners were selected
based on a number of criteria, in-
cluding their strategy for attract-
ing and servicing digital
customers, success in getting
clients to use digital offerings,
growth of digital customers,
breadth of product offerings, evi-
dence of tangible benefits gained
from digital initiatives, and
web/mobile site design and
functionality, said a press release. 

The award was received on
behalf of the bank by Mo-
hammed Sultan al Habsi, Chief
Representative at the UAE Rep-
resentative Office of Bank Mus-
cat, the bank said.

Abdullah Hamood al Jufaili,
Assistant General Manager, Dig-
ital Banking, said, “Bank Muscat
is delighted to win the Best Con-
sumer Digital Bank in Oman
award from Global Finance once
again. The award is a testament
to the bank’s commitment to
continue investing in state-of-

the-art technology to further in-
crease efficiency and improve
customer service. 

“As the leading financial serv-
ices provider in Oman, he said
that the bank is committed to of-
fering the latest financial services
and solutions in line with global
financial trends. “The consistent
rise in active customers on our e-
channels reflects the rising pop-

ularity of Mobile and Internet
Banking as well as other digital
banking channels,” he added.

“By emphasising on service
delivery through multiple chan-
nels and new products that cater
to different customer segments,
the bank aims to maintain its
leadership in hi-tech products
and services, including electronic
payment and digital services.”

Bank Muscat’s continuously
upgrades Internet and mobile
banking services to offer cus-
tomers a fast, comfortable and
secure banking experience.
Today, over 1.3mn retail banking
customers are using various fea-
tures like real-time bill payments
for utilities - such as electricity,
water, telecom, mobile top ups
and credit card bill payments.

Bank Muscat named Oman’s
'Best Consumer Digital Bank’

Floward, the go-to online flowers
and gifts destination in MENA
and the UK, held a ceremony cel-
ebrating one year since it
launched its operations in the
Sultanate of Oman. 

The event was held under the
patronage of H H Sayyida Alia
bint Thuwaini al Said, Chairper-
son of the Omani Women's As-
sociation and in the presence of
Floward Chairman and CEO Ab-
dulaziz B al Loughani, Floward
CGO Mohammed al Arifi, Oman
Country Manager Muhammad
Haris Aslam, and other digni-
taries from the sultanate at
Jumeirah Muscat Bay resort. 

In the year since its launch in
Oman, Floward has witnessed
great success and has recently
moved its operations to a new
head office located at Bawshar
Heights in Muscat occupying an
area of 2000sqm distributed in
three floors that include the ad-
ministration offices and fulfil-
ment centre. 

This area is also considered a
strategic location that will allow
Floward to provide better and
easier logistics and delivery serv-
ices to its customers in Muscat.
For the first time, clients will also
be able to pick up their orders di-

rectly from the fulfillment centre. 
Floward also took this oppor-

tunity to celebrate Oman’s 52nd
National Day by showcasing its
exclusive collection of unique
products with designs that re-
flect the national identity of
Oman and are inspired by the
Omani culture with their diver-
sity of colours and patterns. It
also showcased its exclusive and
licensed collection for the FIFA
World Cup Qatar 2022.

Floward Chairman and CEO
Abdulaziz al Loughani said, “At
first, we’d like to congratulate the
Omani people and leadership for
the sultanate’s 52nd National
Day, and wish them continuous
peace, security, and prosperity. 

“Today, we are thrilled to in-
augurate our new head office in
Muscat, and we’d like to thank 

H H Sayyida Alia bint Thuwaini al
Said for her presence and gener-
ous patronage; we’d also like to
welcome all our esteemed
guests. We are currently working
on further developing and ex-
panding our operations to cover
the entire sultanate by mid-
2023, which will play a role in the
economic diversification and add
many job opportunities for
Omani youth.” Established in
2017, Floward is a full-fledged e-
commerce solution that offers
prime fresh-cut flowers sourced
from the best growers and farm-
ers around the world and
arranged locally by a team of
florists and designers. Floward
also offers cakes, chocolate and
perfumes curated by the region’s
most exciting designers bundled
with its flower arrangements. 

Floward celebrates 1st 
anniversary in Oman

To reinforce its commitment to
supporting local events and reaf-
firm its ‘Eat Right, Live Well’ phi-
losophy, AVOD and its
employees took part in this year
Al Mouj Muscat Marathon that
was held on November 11 and 12.
The Al Mouj Muscat Marathon
that saw the participation of
12,000 runners this year is un-
doubtedly Oman’s biggest run-
ning event. 

Areej Vegetable Oils and De-
rivatives (AVOD), Oman’s most
trusted brand, has always en-
deavoured to take part in events
that are not just good for com-
munity bonding but also pro-
mote physical and mental
wellbeing, the company stated.

AVOD CEO Salem Bortmany
said, “AVOD has been a proud
instrument of change in the way
people view and manage healthy
lifestyles for over three decades.
For us, healthy mindsets begin at
home, in our organisation, where
our employees are as committed
to bettering their own lives as

they are to improving our cus-
tomers’ experiences.

“As a health-conscious brand
we have always taken part in
community events such as the
Muscat Marathon to not just
commit to an active and healthy
lifestyle but also contribute to
the awareness of benefits that
physical activity brings with it.”

Sixty employees, consisting of
both men and women, repre-
sented AVOD in the marathon to
champion the cause of health

and wellbeing that has been the
cornerstone of AVOD’s transfor-
mation journey for over 30 years.

AVOD runners were present
on both days of the event that
consisted of 5km, 10km, and 1km
races in Al Mouj area. 

Applauding the AVOD team
for a fabulous performance on
the track, Bortmany said, “I would
also like to take this opportunity
to express my appreciation for
AVOD employees, who have al-
ways been exemplary health am-

bassadors for the brand.”
AVOD has always been at the

forefront of innovation that has
found the ideal balance between
wellness and market demands.

Keeping its consumers at the
core of its growth strategy has al-
lowed AVOD to be part of every
Omani kitchen and personal
transformation journeys through
its rich range of products.

Committed to creating health-
ier and happier communities,
AVOD is the first brand in Oman

to ensure that its products, which
include the flagship Minara
range, Sohar, Khafeef, Jabal
Akhdar, Muscat Margarine, and
Areej cooking oil, are fortified
with Vitamins A, D and are non-
hydrogenated and go through a
heart-friendly process called in-
teresterification. The brand’s
modern and hygienic plant ad-
heres to strict best practices that
consistently meet national and
international standards. It holds
the ISO 9001 certificate for Qual-
ity Management System, ISO
14001 certificate for Environmen-
tal Management System and ISO
22000 certificates for Food
Safety Management. 

AVOD is one of the largest
food processing companies in the
GCC with exports to more than
35 countries around the world. It
is also the most preferred partner
of many prestigious global
brands such as Heinz, Emborg,
Mondelez and Unilever and
many regional partners to source
their requirements.

AVOD champions healthy lifestyle at Muscat Marathon

Indian School Al Wadi Kabir
(ISWK) won the CBSE Cluster
Under-19 Girls Football tourna-
ment held on November 8 with
the host Indian School Muscat
(ISM) losing at the final 2-0.

There were six teams in the
fray, in the U-19 Girls category,
from six CBSE affiliated schools
in Oman. Each one of them was
in a frenzy to prove better than
the opponent to lift the coveted
trophy at the CBSE Cluster 2022.

The first round of the knockout
matches of all the U-19 teams
was played in the morning. In the
first match, Indian School Muscat
(ISM) defeated Indian School Al
Maabela (ISAM) by 4-2 goals.
Indian School Al Ghubra (ISG)
beat Indian School Darsait (ISD)
in the second match by scoring
three goals.

The U-19 teams that won the
first round in the morning fought
for a berth in the semifinals in the
afternoon. The first semi-final in
was played between Indian
School Al Wadi Kabir (ISWK)
and Indian School Bousher (ISB),
while the second semifinal was
played between Indian School Al
Ghubra (ISG) and the host Indian

School Muscat (ISM). 
In the one-sided match, ISWK

defeated ISB 6-1 and qualified
proudly for the final match. In an-
other hard-fought match in the
same category, ISM defeated
ISG 2-1, to reach the final. 

The final U-19 matches that
were played in the afternoon
gave some hair raising moments
to the spectators. ISWK and the
host ISM team fought neck to
neck in the final. The match wit-
nessed beautiful manoeuvres of
the ball by both teams. It was a
moment for jubilation for the
ISWK team when they edged the

host by taking a 2-0 lead. The
highlight of their victory was the
stupendous saves by their goal-
keeper.

The guest of honour, of the
day’s function, Zainudheen C,
Vice Chair, ISM Purchase Sub-
committee, expressed his pleas-
ant surprise to see the girls
playing football beyond his ex-
pectations. He urged the stu-
dents to continue playing
football, for it ensures physical,
mental and moral fitness of a
person. He appreciated the vi-
sionary leader, Principal Dr Ra-
jeev Kumar Chauhan and the

school management for giving
adequate importance to both ac-
ademics and outdoor games. 

After the speech, Zainudheen
gave away the medals, the run-
ners-up and winner’s trophies,
and expressed his gratitude to
the six participating teams. 

ISM obtained the runners-up
trophy, while ISWK lifted the
winner’s trophy. Indian School
Bousher (ISB) and Indian School
Ghubra (ISG), who shared sec-
ond place, received their medals.

The event came to an end with
a group photo with the guest of
honour and other officials.

ISWK win CBSE under-19 girls football

Oman Electricity Transmission
Company (OETC) has partici-
pated in the 18th GCC Power
Conference & Exhibition 2022
from November 14 to 16, a press
statement said.

GCC Power Conference & Ex-
hibition 2022, organised by the
Regional Committee for Electric
Power Systems in the Coopera-
tion Council States (GCC
CIGRE), is an annual conference
in the region in the electric en-
ergy field. It addresses the pro-
duction, transmission and
distribution of electricity and wit-
nesses the presence of many of-
ficials in the energy sector in
GCC countries, including senior
decision-makers of companies
working in this field regionally
and globally, a group of experts,
engineers and those interested in
the electrical energy field. 

The conference discussed var-
ious topics related to the electric
power industry, exchange expert
information, the latest technolog-
ical solutions and provide an op-
portunity for industry

representatives and experts to
raise the challenges they face
while introducing a range of solu-
tions and innovations through a
series of interactive panel discus-
sions led by key industry experts.

OETC Chief Operating Officer
Masoud bin Salam al Riyami
highlighted the importance of the
GCC Power Conference & Exhi-
bition 2022, and underlined on
the Gulf needs for such confer-
ences as a platform to deliberate
on the present and future of the
electricity industry and an oppor-
tunity for cooperation between
companies and institutions
working in this field.

Riyami emphasised that or-

ganising the 18th edition of GCC
Power Conference reflects its
importance and role in embrac-
ing Gulf decision-makers and
businessmen in the electric en-
ergy field with the aim of devel-
oping this dynamic industry and
to keep pace with the latest tech-
nologies.

OETC has participated with
several research papers and
posters that address the current
and future challenges of the elec-
tricity sector and seek ways to
develop them. Some of OETC
technical papers discuss the
local interconnection project
‘Rabt’, which link the electricity
grid in the Sultanate of Oman.

OETC participates in 18th GCC
Power Conference & Exhibition

The Rozna World Cup Fanzone
on the premises of Oman Auto-
mobile Association in Muscat
has started screening the FIFA
World Cup series 2022 with the
opening match played on Sun-
day. With the inaugural match’s
screening, the Fanzone begins
the month-long programme of
screening all the World Cup
matches to be played in Qatar. 

The association is excited to
launch the opening ceremony of
their first screening of the World
Cup football match between
Qatar and Eduardo on Sunday,
the organisers said. 

Fans will be granted seating
on a number of platforms such as
the stands, group seating on
sofas, relaxing on bean bags,
table seating and individual
rooms for the VIP. Entry fee for
the public has been fixed at RO3
for the regular section and RO10
for the VIP section.

A food court area with a range
of foods and beverages available
for the fans, is situated just out-
side of the seating area, which
they can take in with them while
they watch the matches. 

All the FIFA games will be
shown till December 28.

Rozna Fanzone begins daily
screening of FIFA matches
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GeMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21
Give people the benefit of the doubt and you'll dramatically increase

your chances of having a stress-free day. Just let their grumpiness roll

off your back and try to remember how funny or amusing they can be.

If someone says something that rubs you the wrong way, just laugh it

off. The alternative (getting frustrated or angry) isn't going to make you

feel better, and it could start a fight you don't really want to have. Stick

to your guns if it gets too tough.

taURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20
Spend the morning cranking on whatever you've got in the works,

then spend the afternoon letting things glide on their own

considerable momentum. Yes, you've done everything you can do for

the moment, and it's time to catch your breath and clasp your hands

behind your neck and rest your tired feet on your desk (watch out for

the gel mouse pad!) and take it all in. If it looks like your project is

losing momentum, then go ahead and give it another push.

TEST YOUR 
KNoWLedGe

answers:1. D   2. B  3.  A

CaNCeR JUNE 22-JULY 22
You bake cookies when people come over. You cook soup and take it

to them when they're sick. You always have extra bandages in your

medicine cabinet. You like to take care of the people you love and

anybody else you see who's in pain too. 

But now maybe somebody wants to take care of you for a change.

Why don't you let them? 

It will be a nice role reversal for both of you.

Leo JULY 23-AUGUST 22
Try to accept things they way they are right now even if they're not

exactly how you want them to be. Keep in mind that things will never be

perfect. The sooner you can learn how to be more flexible the better!

Being emotionally or physically uncomfortable isn't necessarily a bad

thing. There is a lot of opportunity for growth when you're struggling to

make things better. If everything were easy, attaining things wouldn't be

very rewarding.

LIBRa SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22
All morning long you are looking at problems and coming up with

solutions and facing down more problems and coming up with more

solutions and, all in all, having a fantastic time. You shoot, you score!

You know the drill. In the afternoon, you start getting attention for

your moves out there on the basketball court of life. Whether you get

nominated team captain or most valuable player, the recognition is

going to feel good.

VIRGo AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22
Start flexing your muscles and using your power. It's only then that

you start to understand how much power you have. If you're a little

more demanding, you'll start to understand that you can be in control

without being too bossy. It's good to challenge people to meet your

high standards. They appreciate the fact that you believe they're

capable of great things! You have to be willing to be disliked if you

truly want to inspire other people..

SCoRpIo OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21
Get creative in the morning and, more than likely, you'll get

careful in the afternoon. That's exactly the right order of

things: Being too careful at the start of a project can hamper

your creativity. 

And being too creative at the end stages can dampen your

ability to tie up all the loose ends and create something that's

both beautiful and coherent.

SaGIttaRIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER21
Put your household at the top of your priority list. There has been

some tension growing there, and you need to try to create more

harmony. It won't take much. All you have to do is start a

conversation that needs to take place. Then things will move

forward from there and you can find a resolution before you know it.

Anticipating these kinds of conversations is always worse than

actually having them!

aQUaRIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18
If you don't take a little time off from your work, you'll get too

tired too quickly. Even if it's only half an hour, you need to make

sure that you give yourself some absolutely work-free time.

Breathe deeply. Exhale slowly. 

If you can, take the whole day off. 

And if there's some way you can treat yourself (a brownie? a

long workout?), do it.

CapRICoRN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19
You've needed to say something to a close friend for a while, and

today is the perfect day to say it. The energy centered around

communication is very strong, and instant clarity is likely. There is

very little chance that this person will misinterpret you or get

defensive. Do it at a time when you won't be interrupted, and then just

speak from your heart. And don't make them pull the information out

of you! 

pISCeS FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20
While you're certainly good at looking at the big picture, that's no

reason to think you aren't good when it comes to the finishing

details. You have an eye for the little things that make a project look

not just good but absolutely fantastic. 

Whether you're writing a company report or decorating a

postmodern mansion, your sense of the aesthetic is a boon for

everybody involved.

aRIeS MARCH 21-APRIL 19
You've definitely got a flair for keeping track of details. So if

you decide to help your sister or cousin or next-door neighbor

or uncle out of a jam, they will be able to sleep easy knowing

that you'll dot their i's and double-check that their t's are

crossed. 

They sure are lucky to have a sibling or cousin or next-door

neighbor or cousin or niece or nephew like you!
01. Who sang, backed by U2,
as the first song in the Live 8
concert in Hyde Park, London,
in 2005?
A. Mick Jagger
B. Elton John
C. David Bowie
D. Paul McCartney

02. What concept was de-
scribed and highlighted in a
1983 book edited by European-
British historian Eric Hobs-
bawm and British Africanist
Terence Ranger?
A. Pizza effect
B. Invented tradition
C. Imagined community
D. Folklorismus

03. Which of these entertain-
ments was introduced to the
western world last?
A. Sudoku
B. Frisbee
C. Chess
D. Mah Jong

LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9 and

only one instance of each number

You have three minutes to find
all the words contained in this
word. 

Rules: Words should be at least
four letters long, proper nouns
and duplicates don’t count

WoRd BUILdeR

do YoU SUdoKU?BoGGLeR

SU
d

o
K

U
 e

a
SY

 a
N

SW
eR

Each game will present you with a
matrix filled with letters. The
objective is to form words by
linking adjacent letters - to the left,
right, on top, bottom, or diagonal
to each other. The Boggles Classic
game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words
are valued at one point for each
letter in excess of two letters. A
three letter word is worth one
point, a four letter word is  worth
two points, and so on. Valid words
must be at least three letters long. 
Solution 20-25 words:
Excellent, 15-20 words: Very
good, 10-15 words: Good, 
5-10 words: Average

aCRoSS,

I) Gp. for songwriters et

al.

6) 1/60,000 min.

10) Assist in wrongdoing

14) Animal with a flexible

snout

15) Legal gp. cofounded

by

Helen Keller

16) Spell caster

17) Go _ a limb

18) Carefully select

19) Clickable image

20) Part of a liner

23) Haul

24) Isolate

27) Laughable

3 I) Entrance requirement,

sometimes

33)_Aviv

34) "Honi soit qui mal y _"

35) Subtle emanation

36) Seek divine guidance

37) Math lesson topic

40) Capitol products

41) Blockheads

42) Bracelet site

43) "I could go on, but

won't"

44) Rocky mountain

peaks

45) Fish named for a fa-

cial characteristic

46) It might be up to its

neck in hot water

48) D.C. type

49) SomeMDs

56) Ready for picking

58) Show respect to a

judge

59) Circa

60) Aces, sometimes

61) Spicy Spanish dish

62) Lacking in resonance,

e.g.

63) Finishes

64) Walk laboriously

65) Antique auto

doWN

I) Reynolds film "Rent-_"

2) Pucker-inducing

3) "The Elder" of Rome

4) A bit smashed?

5) Cone bearer

6) Large parrot with bril-

liant plumage

7) Gulf War missile

8) Beauty mag

9) It provides no outlets

10)_ curiae (friend of the

court)

11) Swimming method

12) Id's counterpart

13) Highest non-face card

21) Affirmative action?

22) Suffix with "depend"

25) In a bare-bones way

26) French president's

residence

27) Computer minipro-

gram

28) Dress down

29) Like some tall moun-

tains

30) Delivery letters

3 l) Surf partners, on

some menus

32) Historic periods

35) Worship from _

36) Engine knock

38) Turnips or yams, e.g.

39) Drive dangerously, in

a way

44) Not-shabby link

45) Frightening word

4 7) Get the wrinkles out

48) Argue in court

50) Place to stack money

51) Norway's capital

52) Large wading bird

53) Royal heirs, often

54) Adjust, as a guitar

55) Charon's river

56) Seafood delicacy

57) Where to stay away

KIDS CoLoURIng

C
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Sharm el Sheikh,  Egypt - A
fraught UN climate summit
wrapped up on Sunday with a
landmark deal on funding to help
vulnerable countries cope with
devastating impacts of global
warming - but also anger over a
failure to push further ambition
on cutting emissions.

The two-week talks in Egypt’s
Red Sea resort of Sharm el-
Sheikh, which at times appeared
to teeter on the brink of collapse,
delivered a major breakthrough
on a fund for climate ‘loss and
damage’.

Pakistani climate minister
Sherry Rehman said COP27 ‘re-
sponded to the voices of the vul-
nerable, the damaged and the
lost of the whole world’.

“We have struggled for 30
years on this path, and today in
Sharm el-Sheikh this journey has
achieved its first positive mile-
stone,” she told the summit.

Tired delegates applauded
when the loss and damage fund
was adopted as the sun came up
on Sunday following almost two
extra days of negotiations that
went round-the-clock.

But jubilation over that
achievement was countered by
stern warnings.

UN chief Antonio Guterres
said the UN climate talks had
‘taken an important step towards
justice’ with the loss and damage
fund, but fell short in pushing for
the urgent carbon-cutting
needed to tackle global warming.

“Our planet is still in the emer-
gency room,” Guterres said. “We
need to drastically reduce emis-
sions now and this is an issue this
COP did not address.”

‘Stonewalled
by emitters’ 
A final COP27 statement cover-
ing the broad array of the world’s
efforts to grapple with a warming
planet held the line on the aspi-
rational goal of limiting global
warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius
from pre-industrial levels.

It also included language on
renewable energy for the first
time, while reiterating previous

calls to accelerate ‘efforts to-
wards the phasedown of un-
abated coal power and
phase-out of inefficient fossil fuel
subsidies’.

But that failed to go much fur-
ther than a similar decision from
last year’s COP26 meeting in
Glasgow on key issues around
cutting planet-heating pollution.

European Commission Vice
President Frans Timmermans

said the EU was ‘disappointed’,
adding that more than 80 na-
tions had backed a stronger
emissions pledge.

“What we have in front of us
is not enough of a step forward
for people and planet,” he said.

“It doesn’t bring enough
added efforts from major emit-
ters to increase and accelerate
their emission cuts,” said Tim-
mermans, who 24 hours earlier

had threatened to walk out of the
talks rather than getting a ‘bad
result’.

Britain’s Alok Sharma, who
chaired COP26 in Glasgow, said
a passage on energy had been
‘weakened, in the final minutes’.

Germany Foreign Minister
Annalena Baerbock said she was
frustrated that the emissions cut
and fossil fuel phase-out were
‘stonewalled by a number of
large emitters and oil producers’.

Criticised by some delega-
tions for a lack of transparency
during negotiations, Egyptian
Foreign Minister Sameh
Shoukry, the COP27 chair, said
any missteps were ‘certainly
not intentional’.

“I believe I succeeded in
avoiding that any of the parties
were to backslide,” he said.

‘Loss and damage’ 
The deal on loss and damage -
which had only barely made it
onto the negotiation agenda -
gathered critical momentum
during the talks.

Developing nations relent-
lessly pushed for the fund, finally
succeeding in getting the backing
of wealthy polluters long fearful
of open-ended liability.

A statement from the Alliance
of Small Island States, comprised
of islands whose very existence
is threatened by sea level rise,
said the loss and damage deal
was ‘historic’.

“The agreements made at
COP27 are a win for our entire
world,” said Molwyn Joseph, of
Antigua and Barbuda and chair
of AOSIS.

“We have shown those who
have felt neglected that we hear
you, we see you, and we are giv-
ing you the respect and care you
deserve.”

With around 1.2C of warming
so far, the world has seen a cas-
cade of climate-driven extremes,
shining a spotlight on the plight
of developing countries faced
with escalating disasters, as well
as an energy and food price crisis
and ballooning debt.

The World Bank estimated
that devastating floods in Pak-
istan this year caused US$30bn
in damage and economic loss.

The fund will be geared to-
wards developing nations ‘that
are particularly vulnerable to the
adverse effects of climate
change’ - language that had been
requested by the EU.
AFP

COP27 strikes historic deal to fund climate damages
The two-week talks in Egypt delivered a major breakthrough on a fund for climate ‘loss and damage’

Egypt’s Foreign Minister Sameh Shukri, heads the closing session of the COP27 climate conference, at the Sharm el-Sheikh International Convention

Centre in Egypt’s Red Sea resort city of the same name, on Sunday (AFP)

Kuala Lumpur,  Malaysia - Rival
blocs claimed on Sunday they
had secured the support they
needed to form a government
after Malaysia’s hotly contested
polls saw no party emerge with a
clear majority of parliamentary
seats.

Veteran opposition leader
Anwar Ibrahim said his coalition
had enough seats to form the
country’s next government,
which would allow him to be-
come prime minister.

Former premier Muhyiddin
Yassin - who heads the rival
Perikatan Nasional (National Al-
liance) grouping - also said he
was in talks to form the next ad-
ministration after Saturday’s
election.

The stalemate comes in
a  country that has witnessed
three governments in as many
years.

In a bid to break the impasse,
the palace on Sunday asked the
leaders of political parties to sub-
mit their preferred choice of
coalition partners and for prime
minister by 2pm (0600 GMT)
on Monday.

Home to 33mn people,
Malaysia will need a ruling coali-
tion with a strong mandate to
tackle soaring food prices and an
economy reeling from the
COVID-19 pandemic.

While both leading political
blocs claimed victory, neither of-
fered details on the alliances they
would make to form a govern-
ment. “We have now the major-
ity to form a government,”
Anwar said at a dawn news con-

ference after hours of frenzied
horse-trading negotiations
through the night. 

When pressed about who
would enter into an alliance
with him, Anwar did not give
names, but said commitments
had been made in writing and
would be submitted to the king
for endorsement.

At the end of vote-counting,
Anwar’s Pakatan Harapan (Al-
liance of Hope) coalition won 82
seats and Muhyiddin’s Perikatan
Nasional grabbed 73, official re-
sults showed.

Islamist party gains 
The once mighty Barisan Na-
sional - dominated by jailed ex-
leader Najib Razak’s United
Malays National Organisation
(UMNO) party - trailed far be-
hind the rest with only 30 seats,
its worst performance since
Malaysia won independence in
1957.

The graft-tainted bloc said it
accepted the results and that it
was a ‘big signal from the citizens
towards us’.

The election also saw the rise
of an Islamist party allied with
Muhyiddin’s group. The
Malaysian Islamic Party, or PAS,
backs a hardline interpretation of
Islamic law.

Ethnic Malay parties have
campaigned on a platform that
claims that members of
Malaysia’s majority ethnicity
would lose their rights if non-
Malays - such as Anwar’s multi-
ethnic bloc - are elected.
AFP

Rival blocs
claim majority
in Malaysian
poll stalemate

A general view of the National Palace a day after Malaysia’s 15th general

election, in Kuala Lumpur on Sunday (AFP)

Kathmandu,  Nepal - Nepali vot-
ers cast their ballots for a new
parliament on Sunday in a con-
test dominated by public frustra-
tions over the Himalayan
republic’s elderly political elite
and anxiety over its teetering
economy.

A revolving door of prime
ministers - most serving less
than a year - and a culture of
horse-trading have fuelled per-
ceptions the government is out
of touch with Nepal’s pressing
problems.

Several younger faces
are  contesting for the first time,
up against established parties
whose leaders have strode the
corridors of power for decades.

Though analysts expect
Nepal’s entrenched political vet-
erans to again dominate the next
assembly, many voters have lost
faith in the status quo and a
mood for change is palpable.

“Every party took turns in gov-
ernment over the past five years
and they did nothing,” Chiranjibi
Dawadi, a driver by trade, told
AFP. “My family has decided to
vote for a new party this time. It’s
OK even if they don’t look after

us. Old parties didn’t either.”
Sunday’s elections are the

second since a new constitution
was promulgated in 2015, usher-
ing in a new political order after
the conclusion of Nepal’s trau-
matic Maoist insurgency.

The civil war ended in 2006,
having claimed more than
17,000 lives and prompting the
abolition of the country’s monar-
chy, while also bringing the  for-
mer rebels into the government
fold. Since then the former guer-
rillas have alternated in power
with another communist party
and the established Congress in
various coalitions.

But political instability has

been a recurrent feature of
Nepal’s parliament, and no prime
minister has served a full term
since the war ended. A constant
balancing act has left govern-
ments of different stripes strug-
gling to navigate the traditional
rivalry between Nepal’s two
neighbours, China and India, at a
time of rising Western concern
with Chinese-funded mega-pro-
jects in the country.

Incumbent premier Sher Ba-
hadur Deuba, 76, is serving in the
role for the fifth time. The two
other main party leaders are 70
and 67 and have both held office
as prime minister twice.
AFP

Nepal votes in poll coloured by
downturn and discontent

A voter casts his ballot in the general election at a polling station in

Bhaktapur on the outskirts of Kathmandu on Sunday (AFP)

Tokyo, Japan - Japan’s internal
affairs minister resigned on
Sunday over a series of cam-
paign finance scandals, be-
coming the third member of
Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida’s cabinet to step down
in less than a month.

Minoru Terada quit over al-
legations of mismanagement
of political funds. He had ac-
knowledged to parliament
that his local campaign group
had even listed a dead person
as its treasurer in annual fi-
nancial statements. Other ac-
cusations published by the
weekly Shukan Bunshun maga-
zine included illegal payments
to staff during his reelection
campaign last year.

“I just tendered (my) resig-
nation to the prime minister,”
Terada told a hastily arranged
news conference on Sunday
night.

‘I felt my problems over po-
litical funds must not become
a hindrance’ to parliament, he
said.

Terada’s exit came on the
final day of Kishida’s diplo-

matic tour to Thailand for an
Asia-Pacific Economic Coop-
eration (APEC) summit, and
ahead of budget deliberations
in parliament.

The string of cabinet depar-
tures has been dubbed by
Japanese media as ‘resigna-
tion dominoes’ and will pile
further pressure on Kishida.

The approval rating for
Kishida’s government is barely
more than 30 per cent, its low-
est level since he took office
last year, according to the lat-
est NHK poll.

“I would like to apologise
deeply for the fact that a series
of cabinet ministers ended up
resigning during the parlia-
mentary session,” Kishida told
reporters after accepting Ter-
ada’s resignation.

He said he took his respon-
sibility for having appointed
Terada seriously but vowed to
do his duty and ‘produce re-
sults’ on the mounting political
challenges ahead.

He said Terada’s successor
would be named on Monday.
AFP

Japanese government
loses third minister

San Francisco,  US - Donald
Trump’s Twitter account was re-
instated on Saturday after the
platform’s new owner Elon Musk
ran a poll in which a narrow ma-
jority of voters supported the
move, days after the former US
president announced another
White House bid.

Trump was banned from the
platform early last year for his
role in the January 6 attack on
the US Capitol by a mob of his
supporters seeking to overturn
the results of the 2020 election.

“The people have spoken.
Trump will be reinstated,” Musk
tweeted, shortly after the 24-
hour poll ended. “Vox Populi,
Vox Dei,” he added, repeating a
Latin adage he posted on Friday
meaning ‘the voice of the people
is the voice of God’.

More than 15mn people - out
of 237mn daily Twitter users -
voted on whether to reinstate the
controversial profile, with 51.8
per cent in favour and 48.2 per

cent against.
Trump, who had more than

88mn users when his account
was suspended, reveled in using
Twitter as a mouthpiece during
his presidency, posting policy an-
nouncements, attacking political
rivals and communicating with
supporters.

Musk’s poll asked for a simple
‘yes’ or ‘no’ response to the

statement ‘Reinstate former
President Trump,’ which the bil-
lionaire Twitter boss posted on
Friday. “Fascinating to watch
Twitter Trump poll!” Musk
mused on Saturday morning in a
blast of tweets from the contro-
versial and hard-charging new
owner of the one-to-many mes-
saging platform.

He has posed similar polls in

the past, asking followers last
year if he should sell stock in his
electric car company Tesla. Fol-
lowing that poll, he sold more
than US$1bn in shares.

‘I have Truth Social’
Trump said on Saturday he
would not return to the popular
platform but instead remain on
his own network, Truth Social,
launched after he was banned
from Twitter.

Appearing via video at a gath-
ering of the Republican Jewish
Coalition in Las Vegas, Trump
said he welcomed the poll and
was a fan of Musk, but appeared
to reject any return.

“He did put up a poll and it
was very overwhelming... but I
have something called... Truth
Social.” As to whether he would
return to the platform, he said: “I
don’t see it because I don’t see
any reason for it.”

Trump had not posted to
Twitter by late Saturday, though

he did share a series of unrelated
messages on his Truth Social ac-
count, including opinion articles
criticising the US Justice Depart-
ment’s appointment of a special
counsel this week to investigate
his role in the Capitol attack.

But several of his political al-
lies were highlighting his return.

“Welcome back, @realdon-
aldtrump!” tweeted House Re-
publican Paul Gosar.

Prominent Trump-backer
Congresswoman Marjorie Taylor
Greene, whose personal account
is also suspended, re-tweeted
several of his previous posts
from her official government ac-
count, including some tweets
that were still marked with fact-
checking badges refuting his
claims about 2020 election
fraud.

“Anyone who thinks President
Trump isn’t going to win the
2024 primary is fooling them-
selves,” she tweeted.
AFP

Trump Twitter account reappears after Musk poll

The suspended Twitter account of former US President Donald Trump is

displayed on a mobile phone in Washington, DC (AFP)
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

 

Contact:97239696/95355638





Available 2100 sq meter best in class 

Warehouse cum office Space,

fully furnished ready to use, Located at

Prime area of Ghala in the heart of the

city having easy access to airport & 

express Way.



 

  
  
 
  

 

   
      
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
    









Best wishes
from Brinda, Preetham
Patel, Varnika, Srihan

Patel, Vaishu & Ritanya 

 State of the Art warehouse and 

office in Misfah
 Centrally located with ease of access

to Muscat-Nizwa-Sohar

Office
650 sq mts of office space, centralized
air conditioning ready to use.

Warehouse
 6000++ pallets space available on

monthly/per pallet rental bases.

 13 loading/unloading bays, with
state of the art racking and centrally
air conditioning @21 degree

Cold room and Chiller room
 600 pallets space available on

monthly/per pallet rental bases.
 02 loading/unloading bays, with 10

mts high state of racking.
 Temp zone 05 Degree, -25 Degree

Frozen.







        
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Djerba, Tunisia - Facing calls to
do more to resolve global crises,
the world’s French-speaking
leaders met in Tunisia on Sun-
day to discuss growing instabil-
ity and popular discontent in
Francophone Africa.

But tensions crept into the
International Organisation of
Francophonie (IOF) conference
itself when the Prime Minister
of the Democratic Republic of
Congo, Jean-Michel Sama
Lukonde, refused to pose for a
photo next to Paul Kagame,
President of Rwanda.

The DRC accuses Rwanda of
supporting M23 rebels who
have seized swathes of territory
in its eastern region, displacing

tens of thousands of people and
igniting regional tensions.

The head of the 88-member
IOF bloc, Louise Mushikiwabo,
said on Saturday it should strive
to be a ‘link that can be used to
prevent tensions from degener-
ating into conflicts’.

But Senegalese civil society
figure Alioune Tine said the IOF
has shown itself to be ‘totally
powerless in the face of fraudu-
lent elections, third mandates
(of African leaders) and military
coups’ in Mali, Guinea, Chad
and Burkina Faso.

On Sunday, delegates at the
conference on the island of
Djerba were to also attend
workshops on the youth and

women’s entrepreneurship be-
fore an economic forum starts.

Ahead of the summit,

Mushikiwabo told AFP that ‘the
defiance that we’re seeing
among young people in fran-

cophone Africa comes from po-
litical disillusionment’ and frus-
trations over daily life.

The IOF, founded in 1970,
aims to promote the French lan-
guage, develop economic coop-

eration and help mediate inter-
national conflicts.

Many African leaders have
expressed dismay at the West’s
rapid response to the war in
Ukraine, in contrast to wars in
their own countries.

Still, Macron said ‘a declara-
tion of all the members’ had
stated ‘a very clear position on
the war launched by Russia in
Ukraine’. Macron also said on
Saturday that the IOF should re-
claim its diplomatic role, and
Paris later announced that it
would seek to take on the or-
ganisation’s rotating presidency
from 2024.

Senegal’s President Macky
Sall and Canadian Prime Minis-

ter Justin Trudeau have also
been among leaders attending
the two-day gathering which
ends on Sunday.

This year’s conference is a
diplomatic boon for Tunisian
President Kais Saied, whose
government has faced interna-
tional criticism since a sweep-
ing power grab last year in the
only democracy to have
emerged from the Arab Spring
uprisings.

Macron on Saturday alluded
to concerns over the country’s
political future, saying that ‘fun-
damental freedoms were intrin-
sic’ to Tunisia’s ‘democratic
achievements’.
AFP

French-speaking bloc examines growing unrest in Africa

France’s President Emmanuel Macron speaks to the press during the 18th

Francophone countries Summit in Djerba, on Saturday (AFP)

The defiance
among youngsters
in francophone
Africa comes from
political
disillusionment
louise mushikiwAbo

London,  UK - King Charles III
next week hosts his first state
visit as monarch, welcoming
South African President Cyril
Ramaphosa and his wife to Buck-
ingham Palace.

The last state visit to the UK
came in June 2019, when queen
Elizabeth II hosted US president
Donald Trump and his wife
Melania. Charles has yet to an-
nounce where he will go on his
first overseas visit as king, and
this was the first invitation he ex-
tended since succeeding his late
mother in September.

The pomp of the major diplo-
matic event will be clouded by
events in South Africa, where
Ramaphosa risks impeachment
for allegedly covering up a crime.

Christopher Vandome, a sen-
ior research fellow at the
Chatham House international af-
fairs institute in London, said
‘setting the right tone will be cru-
cial’. He said London - a former
colonial power in South Africa -
needed to avoid lecturing about
Pretoria’s UN voting record on
Ukraine while South Africans are
still sore about lack of Western
support during the COVID crisis.

Climate change, trade and
Charles’s vision for the Com-
monwealth will also likely be high
on the agenda, Vandome said.

Ramaphosa was last in Lon-

don for the state funeral of the
queen at Westminster Abbey in
September.

His state visit comes more
than a decade after the last by a
South African leader, when
Jacob Zuma came to the UK in
2010. Ramaphosa arrives on
Monday before an official pro-
gramme starts on Tuesday, in-
cluding a state banquet at
Buckingham Palace.

Charles and Queen Consort
Camilla will be in charge of wel-
coming Ramaphosa and First
Lady Tshepo Motsepe but will

also see the visiting couple meet
other senior royals.

Heir to the throne Prince
William and his wife Kate,
Princess of Wales, will take him
to join Charles and Camilla for a
ceremonial military welcome.

Charles’s youngest brother
Prince Edward has also been re-
cruited to accompany
Ramaphosa to London’s Kew
Gardens and a biomedical re-
search centre.

Also on the agenda is an ad-
dress to lawmakers from both
houses of parliament and a

meeting with Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak in Downing Street.

Impeachment cloud 
A protege of Nelson Mandela -
who was on first name terms
with Charles’s mother -
Ramaphosa stood alongside the
anti-apartheid icon when he
walked out of jail in 1990.

In a symbolic moment, the
South African leader on Tuesday
will view a memorial stone for
Mandela, installed in Westmin-
ster Abbey in 2018 on the cente-
nary of his birth.

After leaving politics to be-
come one of Africa’s wealthiest
businessmen, Ramaphosa re-
turned to become Zuma’s
deputy in 2014 and gained the
presidency in 2018.

He is now fighting for his po-
litical life and facing calls to re-
sign as the deeply divided ruling
party African National Congress
(ANC) is to hold a vote on its
leadership in December.

A scandal in which
Ramaphosa is accused of con-
cealing a multi-million dollar
cash theft has piled pressure on
him. He denies any wrongdoing.

He faces an accusation that
he failed to report a heist at his
luxury cattle farmhouse in which
robbers took US$4mn in cash
and instead organised for the
robbers to be kidnapped and
bribed into silence. The president
has acknowledged a burglary but
denies kidnapping and bribery,
saying he reported the break-in
to the police.

A panel appointed by South
Africa’s parliament is set to de-
termine whether to impeach
him. South Africans are also
deeply frustrated by the eco-
nomic situation, with an official
unemployment rate of 33 per
cent and constant power out-
ages.
AFP

King Charles III to host first state visit
of reign welcoming S Africa president

This file photo shows Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II greeting South Africa’s President Cyril Ramaphosa during an

audience at Windsor Castle, Berkshire, on April 17, 2018 (AFP)

Moscow,  Russia - Kyiv and
Moscow on Sunday traded accu-
sations of shelling on the terri-
tory of the Zaporizhzhia nuclear
power plant that Russia controls
in southern Ukraine.

The UN atomic watchdog that
has a team of experts at the plant
- the biggest nuclear facility in
Europe - said ‘powerful explo-
sions’ had occurred on Saturday
and Sunday.

Kyiv ‘does not stop its provo-
cations aiming at creating the
threat of a man-made catastro-
phe at the Zaporizhzhia nuclear
power plant’, the Russian army
said in a statement on Sunday.

Despite the shelling, radiation
levels ‘remain normal’, the army
added. It said missiles exploded
around a power line that feeds
the plant, the fourth and fifth
power units and ‘special building
number 2’. Renat Karchaa, an ad-

visor to the Russian nuclear
agency Rosatom, told state-run
agency TASS that the ‘special
building’ contained nuclear fuel.

Ukrainian nuclear energy
agency Energoatom said shortly
after that Russia was behind the
explosions.

“This morning on November
20, 2022, as a result of numer-
ous Russian shelling, at least 12
hits were recorded on the terri-
tory of the Zaporizhzhia nuclear
power plant,” Energoatom said.

It accused Russia of ‘once
again... putting the whole world
at risk’.

“The news... is extremely dis-
turbing. Explosions occurred at
the site of this major nuclear
power plant, which is completely
unacceptable,” UN atomic
watchdog chief Rafael Grossi
said in a statement.
AFP

Ukraine, Russia trade
blame over nuclear
power plant shelling

This file photo shows a general view of the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power

Plant in Enerhodar, Zaporizhzhia Oblast, on September 11, 2022 (AFP)
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Istanbul,  Turkey - Turkey an-
nounced on Sunday it had car-
ried out air strikes against the
bases of outlawed Kurdish mil-
itants across northern Syria and
Iraq, which it said were being
used to launch ‘terrorist’ attacks
on Turkish soil.

The raids in northern and
northeastern Syria overnight,
primarily against positions held
by Syrian Kurdish forces killed
at least 31 people, British-based
war monitoring group the Syr-
ian Observatory for Human
Rights said.

The offensive, codenamed
Operation Claw-Sword, comes
a week after a blast in central Is-
tanbul that killed six people and
wounded 81.

Turkey blamed the attack on
the Kurdistan Workers’ Party
(PKK), which has waged a
bloody insurgency there for
decades and is designated a
terror group by Ankara and its
Western allies. The PKK has de-
nied involvement in the Istanbul

explosion.
“Air Operation Claw-Sword

was successfully carried out,
within the scope of our strategy
to eradicate terrorism at its
source and eliminate terror at-
tacks against our people and

security forces from northern
Iraq and Syria,” the defence
ministry said in a statement.

The strikes targeted PKK
bases in northern Iraq’s moun-
tainous regions of Kandil, Asos
and Hakurk, as well as bases of

the Kurdish People’s Protection
Units (YPG), in Ayn al-Arab
(called Kobane in Kurdish), Tal
Rifaat, Jazira and Derik regions
in Syria, the ministry said.

Ankara considers the YPG as
a terror group affiliated with the

PKK.
Of all, 89 targets including

shelters, bunkers, caves, tun-
nels, ammunition depots, so-
called headquarters and
training camps belonging to the
militants ‘were destroyed’, the

ministry said, adding ‘many ter-
rorists were neutralised’, in-
cluding their leaders.

“All our planes safely re-
turned to their bases after the
operation,” it added.

Defence Minister Hulusi
Akar was seen in a video image
briefing President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, who gave the order for
the latest operation, which the
Syrian government said killed a
number of its soldiers.

The Istanbul bombing was
the deadliest in five years and
evoked bitter memories of a
wave of nationwide attacks
from 2015 to 2017 that were at-
tributed mostly to Kurdish mili-
tants or Islamic State (IS) group
militants.

No individual or group has
claimed responsibility.

29 dead
After the explosion, Turkish au-
thorities arrested more than a
dozen people, including chief sus-
pect Alham Albashir - a Syrian

woman who is said to have been
working for Kurdish militants. 

Bulgaria has also detained
five people accused of having
helped one of the suspects.
“The hour of reckoning has
come,” the Turkish defence
ministry tweeted early on Sun-
day, along with a photo of a
plane taking off for a night op-
eration. Nearly 25 airstrikes hit
the provinces of Raqa, Has-
sakeh and Aleppo, killing 18
members of the Kurdish-led
Syrian Democratic Forces
(SDF), 12 members of Syria’s
military and one journalist, ac-
cording to the Syrian Observa-
tory for Human Rights.

Kurdish authorities in north-
eastern Syria meanwhile gave a
toll of 29 dead - including 11
civilians, 15 fighters aligned with
Syria’s military, two silo guards
and one Kurdish fighter.

Turkey’s military has in the
past denied claims that its
strikes target civilians.
AFP

Turkey strikes ‘militants’ in Syria, Iraq

Turkey’s Defence Minister Hulusi Akar (centre) chairs a new air operation in northern regions of Iraq and Syria in Ankara on Sunday (AFP)

Manama,  Bahrain - The United
States is reinforcing defence in-
frastructure in the Middle East,
at a time of tension with Iran
which likely abandoned a plan
to attack Saudi Arabia due to
security ties, a US official said
on Sunday.

Brett McGurk, the National
Security Council coordinator for
the Middle East and North
Africa, told the annual Manama
Dialogue conference in Bahrain
that his country is focused on
deterring ‘imminent threats’ in
the strategic energy-rich and
conflict-ridden region.

“The United States is now

actively building and enabling
an integrated air and maritime
defence architecture in this re-

gion,” said McGurk, the top
White House official on the
Middle East.

“Something long talked
about is now being done,
through innovative partnerships
and new technologies,” he
added without elaborating.

On Saturday, the US Central
Command chief General
Michael Kurilla announced dur-
ing the same conference that a
US-led task force will deploy
more than 100 unmanned ves-
sels in the Gulf region’s strate-
gic waters by next year to stave
off maritime threats.

The announcements came

after Israel and the United
States blamed Iran for a drone
strike off the coast of Oman last
week that hit a tanker operated
by an Israeli-owned firm.

The attack, which coincided
with heightened tensions be-
tween Tehran and Washington,
was the latest in a string of dis-
ruptions in Gulf waters that are
a major route for world energy
supplies.

McGurk said the US forces
have ‘exposed and deterred im-
minent threats’ by Iran, con-
firming earlier reports that the
Islamic republic was planning
an attack against its regional

rival Saudi Arabia.
“That attack likely did not

emerge because of the close se-
curity cooperation between
Saudi Arabia and the United
States, which is ongoing and
continuous,” he explained.

Speaking at the same ses-
sion, the Israeli National Secu-
rity Adviser  Eyal Hulata
described Iran as Israel’s ‘most
prominent security threat’.

Israel has lobbied the United
States and main European pow-
ers to abandon attempts to
renew a 2015 deal with Tehran
over its nuclear programme.
AFP

The US Central Command chief

General Michael Kurilla (AFP)

Paris, France - Activists on Sun-
day expressed alarm that Iran
was implementing a major
crackdown in a Kurdish-popu-
lated town that has seen in-
tense anti-regime protests in
the last few days.

Reinforcements of the secu-
rity forces were sent to the city
of Mahabad in western Iran,
rights groups said, while images
and audio files of heavy gunfire
and screams were posted
overnight. Iran’s clerical leader-
ship has been shaken by more
than two months of protests
sparked by the death in custody
of Mahsa Amini, a 22-year-old
woman of Kurdish origin who
had been arrested by the
Tehran morality police.

The very first protests took
place in Kurdish-populated
areas of Iran including at
Amini’s funeral in her home
town of Saqez, before spreading
nationwide.

Rights groups had earlier
posted footage of defiant
protests in Mahabad, including
after the funerals of victims of
the state’s crackdown on the
protests, with people staging
sit-ins in the streets and setting

up barricades.
The Norway-based Hengaw

rights group said ‘armed troops’
had been despatched to Ma-
habad from Urmia, the main
city of West Azerbaijan
province. “In Mahabad’s resi-
dential areas, there is a lot of
gunfire,” it wrote on Twitter.

The group posted footage of
helicopters flying over Ma-
habad which it said carried
members of the Revolutionary
Guards sent to quell the

protests. Business owners
throughout the area were going
to observe a strike on Sunday to
protest against the violence by
the security forces, it said.

‘Critical situation’
The Iran Human Rights (IHR)
group, also Norway based,
posted footage overnight on
Saturday-Sunday that it said
showed gunfire echoing around
the city.

Its director Mahmood

Amiry-Moghaddam wrote that
authorities ‘cut electricity and
machine gun shooting is heard...
Unconfirmed reports of protest-
ers being killed or wounded’.

He posted an audio file in
which screams are clearly heard
amid continuous gunfire.

Kurds make up one of Iran’s
most important non-Persian
ethnic minority groups and gen-
erally adhere to Sunni Islam
rather than the Shiism domi-
nant in the country.

Iran’s Tasnim news agency
accused ‘rioters’ of ‘spreading
terror’ in the town by setting fire
to houses belonging to security
and military personnel and
blocking streets.

It claimed most of the the
perpetrators had been arrested,
with nobody killed, saying secu-
rity had returned and denying
the reports of a general strike.

Mahabad has particular res-
onance for Kurds as the main
town of the short-lived Republic
of Mahabad, an unrecognised
Kurdish statelet which sprung
up with Soviet support in 1946
in the aftermath of World War
II but existed for less than a year
before Iran reasserted control.

Hengaw had on Saturday
warned the situation was ‘criti-
cal’ in the town of Divandarreh
in the western province of Kur-
distan, where government
forces had shot dead at least
three civilians.

It also expressed concern on
Sunday about the situation in
other Kurdish-populated towns
with explosions heard in Bukan
and Saqez, as well as gunfire in
Bukan.
AFP

Activists fear major Iran crackdown in Kurdish town

Protesters call on the United Nations to take action against the treatment of women in Iran, following the death of

Mahsa Amini while in the custody of the morality police, during a demonstration in New York City on Saturday (AFP)

Dubai,  UAE - Bahrain has
elected a record eight
women and many first-time
lawmakers to its 40-seat
parliament, according to re-
sults announced on Sunday
of this week’s polls held with-
out opposition candidates.

The official Bahrain News
Agency published the list of
34 candidates who won
seats in the second round of
parliamentary elections on
Saturday, adding to six con-
firmed after a first round on
November 12.

Two major opposition
groups, the Shiite Al-Wefaq
and the secular Waad, were
prevented from presenting
candidates. These parties
were dissolved in 2016 and
2017 respectively.

“Only the voices of the
Bahraini voters are heard,
and all other voices are nei-
ther heeded nor influential,”
Nawaf Abdullah Hamzah, di-
rector of the election
process, was quoted as say-
ing Saturday.
AFP

Bahrain elects record 8
women in parliament vote

US building MidEast defence systems: Official
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W hen Sophie Kim moved
home to South Korea
after 15 years in the
United States, she 
couldn't find anywhere to
buy kale for her green

juice. So she found a farmer, then built an app to help
others seek out top-quality produce.

The next-day grocery delivery service - Market
Kurly - that 38-year-old Kim founded, is now one of
South Korea's most important startup unicorns,
last valued at US$3bn and set for an initial public 
offering by February.

Kim, a self-professed 'foodie', came up with the
idea after she got tired of endlessly going from shop
to shop to find the high-quality groceries she wanted
in Seoul's supermarkets. But she knew the products
were out there and began driving to South Korea's
agricultural heartlands to find them, for example, vis-
iting the famous meat market in Majang-dong to
procure half a cow's worth of beef, which she would
then split with her co-workers.

"While I was trying to figure out why it was so dif-
ficult to have access to great quality, fresh food in
Korea, I got to know some farmers and fishermen,
and they had exactly the same issue of not being able
to find customers," she told AFP.

“Korean farmers are proud of the fact that they
can produce such nice quality products, but it is vex-
tremely difficult for them to get to the consumer,"
she said.

At first, Kim said she thought about setting 
up a farmers' market, before abandoning the idea as
too unwieldy and - more importantly - unhelpful 
for producers, who don't have the time to travel 
to Seoul.

Lightbulb moment
It was a lightbulb moment when Kim realised 'if we
can make this work for both consumers and produc-
ers, it would probably be a breakthrough for the en-
tire industry'.

Kurly customers - initially urban working women
but now a diverse cross section of society - can order
rare beef, hand-made bread, or pick one of more
than a dozen varieties of local, hard-to-find apples
by 11pm and be guaranteed delivery by 7am the next
morning.

As with companies from Amazon to Uber Eats,
the rapid-fast shipments rely largely on gig economy
drivers, and Kurly has not been immune to the global
industry-wide complaints of overwork and poor con-
ditions. But consumer convenience has proved key
to the app's success - even though Kim says she's
most proud of how the complex data-driven logistics
network she's built supports South Korea's belea-
guered farmers.

Kim launched Market Kurly with 30 products, in-

cluding her beloved kale, which was supplied by
farmer Hwang Han-soo, who has been growing or-
ganic vegetables for 30 years at his farm in Gyeonggi
province.

Hwang said his kale was originally popular only
with cancer patients for its perceived health benefits.
He sold so little of it, he considered switching crops,
but the pleas of one of his terminally-ill customers in
Busan convinced him to keep going.

Farming is tough in South Korea, Hwang said,
owing to thin profit margins and a reliance on hard-
to-find overseas workers amid dwindling interest in
the industry from young South Koreans. But working
with Kurly has helped.

"In the early days of Kurly, we sold around 20 to
30 bags each day (but now) our average daily sales
is around 800 bags of kale, he said.

Part of the growth can be attributed to changing
consumer trends, with kale now popular with young
women who see it as a trendy health food, Hwang
said, but Kurly's next-day cold-chain logistics net-

work also plays a key role.

Social costs
"It takes less than a day to go from harvesting to the
consumer's doorstep," he said, adding that before
Kurly came along it would take two or three days for
his kale to make it to stores.

Next-day delivery services are very helpful be-
cause it is a system that goes directly from the farm
to the consumers, while Kurly also handled all the
promotion and marketing, he said, adding, "I can
focus on farming."

Hwang also said reading reviews of his products
on Kurly's app allowed him to feel more connected
to the people who eat what he grows.

South Korea's next-day delivery apps including
Kurly and rival Coupang Fresh have been criticised
for the strain they put on delivery drivers, with local
media reporting on occasional deaths from extreme
overwork, as workers make scores of deliveries each
night.

The rise of such services has also sucked gig
workers from other crucial sectors including city
taxis, where the supply crunch is so severe that the
Seoul government recently hiked basic fares in a bid
to entice more drivers to provide late-night services.

It is important for South Korea's unicorns like
Market Kurly to take into account the social costs of
their business models, said Minister for Small and
Medium Enterprises and Start-ups Lee Young.

"It's very possible for these platform companies
to contribute to society," she said. "Market Kurly is
a very good example because it has created a very
innovative idea and they have gone through multiple
struggles until they achieved current success."
AFP

Korean farmers are proud
of the fact that they can
produce such nice quality
products, but it is very
difficult for them to get to
the consumer
SOPHIE KIM 

 

 
 

 

 

Korean kale...
and then some
Frustrated foodies gobble up South Korean
grocery unicorn's varied offerings

Farmers who have been growing organic vegetables for decades at their farms

collaborate with next-day grocery delivery service Market Kurly
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F
or the past two decades,
Bader Turkistani has criss-
crossed the globe to cheer
on the Saudi national foot-
ball team, leading crowds
in poetic chants that have

made him a social media star.
This year's World Cup in neighbouring

Qatar, by contrast, has the feel of a home
game - Doha is a mere two-hour flight
from his base in Jeddah, on the Red Sea
coast.

The close proximity has Turkistani
dreaming of a ferocious turnout by foot-
ball-mad Saudis, the kind of support he
says could help the Green Falcons break
out of the group stage for the first time in
nearly three decades.

"The Saudi national team is considered
to be playing on its land, playing among its
fans. Having the World Cup in Qatar is like
having it in Saudi Arabia," the 37-year-old
engineer told AFP. "A simple border sep-
arates us. We will be present in very large
numbers and fill the stadiums with
50,000 to 60,000 fans."

On a recent afternoon, wearing a
white-and-green scarf over his traditional
white thobe, Turkistani gave a preview of
some of the chants he hopes will propel
the Green Falcons to glory.

"This is the green of Saudi," he sang
into an electronic megaphone, as a friend
pounded a drum made of animal hide. "Oh
Saudi, we have come."

The stands of the Jeddah stadium be-
hind him were empty, but he is certain the
scene will be completely different once
play gets underway.

"50,000 fans will repeat this chant be-
hind me in Qatar, instead of only 5,000
fans in Russia," he said. "This enthusiasm
is transmitted to the players. We hope
that we, as fans, will bring out the players'

best energy."

High hopes
In total, Turkistani estimates he has
watched more than 100 international
matches played by the Green Falcons over
the years, most of them documented in a
bulging photo album he eagerly shows off
to visitors. He also leads the fan associa-
tion for the prestigious Jeddah-based
Saudi club Al-Ahly.

Beyond its high cost, the hobby can be

trying in other ways - while on the road,
Turkistani has struggled with language
barriers, fiercely cold weather and unfa-
miliar foreign food.

"In Qatar, all these things will be very
convenient for us," he said.

Saudi officials are putting on 240
weekly flights linking the kingdom to
Qatar, up from six normally, and easing
overland travel during the tournament,
Tourism Minister Ahmed Al Khateeb said
last month.

At an event last week marking the
World Cup trophy's stop in Saudi Arabia,
Ibrahim Alkassim, secretary general of the
national football association, said that the
Saudi turnout would be high enough "to
exceed half the capacity of the stadium in
each match.”

Once Saudi fans are on Qatari soil,
Turkistani will be ready for them, having
stocked up on green-and-white t-shirts,
plastic blowhorns, drums and balloons to
distribute.

Turkistani sees it as an opportunity to
showcase the unique elements of Saudi
fan culture - especially the songs - that he
considers 'a cultural heritage' and that
have earned him nearly 280,000 follow-
ers on Twitter.

As for the Green Falcons' chances,
Turkistani is well aware they face a tough
fight in group play against the likes of Ar-
gentina, Mexico and Poland.

He is confident, however, the squad will
profit from what he describes as home-
field advantage, and he expects the other
competing Arab countries - host Qatar,
Tunisia and Morocco - to benefit, as well.

"The Saudi and Gulf fans will support
the Arab teams," he said. "This makes me
expect the Arab teams will surprise every-
one and go far at this World Cup."
AFP

Travel-weary Saudi
superfan, who has
been going around
the world cheering
his national team,
is all set for the
World Cup at
‘home’ (Qatar)

This is the green of
Saudi. 50,000 fans will
repeat this chant behind
me in Qatar, instead of
only 5,000 fans in Russia

Bader TurkisTani 

Saudi national football team fan and the head of the fan association for the prestigious Jeddah-based Saudi club Al-Ahly, Bader Turkistani, is upbeat about the World Cup in Qatar

Saudi Superfan



Al Khor, Qatar - Qatar became the
first home team to lose their open-
ing World Cup match as Ecuador
cruised to a 2-0 victory over the
hosts, with Enner Valencia scoring
twice in the tournament curtain-
raiser on Sunday.

Asian champions Qatar enjoyed
the backing of the majority of the
crowd at the 60,000-capacity Al
Bayt Stadium, but could not follow
a glitzy opening ceremony with a
statement performance.

Ecuador thought they had made
a dream start when they silenced
the home fans as Valencia headed
in, only for the goal to be ruled out
by VAR for an offside in the build-
up. Valencia did break the deadlock
with a penalty in the 16th minute
and doubled his tally just after the
half-hour mark.

Qatar improved slightly in the
second period, but by the end of the
90 minutes, the excitement which
greeted the build-up - featuring
Morgan Freeman and BTS star Jung
Kook - was a distant memory as
thousands of fans left early amid a
deflated atmosphere.

Felix Sanchez's Qatar will likely
need a positive result in their second
Group A match against Senegal on
Friday just to avoid the ignominy of
becoming only the second hosts,

after South Africa in 2010, to be
dumped out in the first round.

Hopes were high among the
crowd that Qatar could make a win-
ning start, but the deficiencies of the
World Cup debutants were ruth-
lessly exposed by an impressive
Ecuador.

Qatar failed to even muster a
shot on target in the game, with
spectators filing out of the stands
long before the final whistle.

In the 92-year history of the
tournament, home countries had
previously won 16 and drawn six of
their opening matches.

Early VAR intervention 
The South Americans had the ball
in the net inside three minutes
when captain Valencia nodded
home from Felix Torres' miscued
overhead kick.

VAR officials spotted an offside
against Michael Estrada in the

build-up after Torres challenged for
the ball with Qatar goalkeeper Saad
Al Sheeb.

Ecuador were completely domi-
nant in the early exchanges, though,
and were awarded a penalty after
Valencia was tripped by Al Sheeb
when through on goal.

The former West Ham forward
coolly sent Al Sheeb the wrong way
from the spot and stroked the ball
into the bottom corner to score his
36th international goal.

Ecuador did not have to wait
long to double their advantage as,
after a surging run from Moises
Caicedo, right-back Angelo Preci-
ado swung in a cross which Valen-
cia met with a thumping header.

Even the small section of notice-
ably enthusiastic Qatari fans situ-
ated behind the goal, who arrived
together after the majority of the
crowd and wore matching t-shirts,
briefly fell silent. 

Almoez Ali, the hero of Qatar's
2019 Asian Cup success, should
have pulled one back on the stroke
of half-time but could only steer a
free header wide from eight yards
out.

Ecuador allowed Qatar more of
the ball after the break but still
looked the more dangerous side,
with Romario Ibarra bringing a div-
ing save from Al Sheeb.

Valencia hobbled off in the 77th
minute after being on the wrong
end of a series of heavy challenges,
although that would only have
taken some of the shine off a fa-
mous night for Ecuador.
AFP
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Enner Valencia scores double in Ecuador’s win as Qatar become first World Cup hosts to lose opener 

IT’S PARTY TIME
South Korean K-pop star Jung Kook headlines the opening ceremony at the 

spectacular Al Bayt Stadium as Qatar World Cup begins

  FOOTBALL FIESTA

Fireworks explode around a replica of the FIFA World Cup trophy during the opening ceremony of the Qatar 2022 World Cup at the Al Bayt Stadium in Al Khor on Sunday (AFP)

Show of Enner strength 

Ecuador's Enner Valencia (R) celebrates with team-mates after scoring against Qatar in the opening match of the Qatar 2022 World Cup on Sunday (AFP)
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Doha, Qatar - France’s hopes of successfully de-
fending the World Cup were dealt a huge blow
late on Saturday as Ballon d’Or winner Karim
Benzema was ruled out of the tournament in
Qatar with an injured left thigh.

The 34-year-old Real Madrid striker had been
struggling with the injury for some time and had
played less than half an hour of football in his
club’s last six games before the World Cup.

On Saturday, he took part in full training for the
first time since the World Cup holders gathered
last week ahead of the tournament.

He was forced to withdraw from the session
at the home stadium of Qatari champions Al
Sadd with the injury and was taken for tests.

The French Football Federation (FFF) later said
in a statement that the injury “will require a re-
covery period of three weeks”, ruling out any
prospect of him being fully fit for the tournament
which finishes on December 18.

“I am extremely sad for Karim, for whom this
World Cup was a major objective,” France coach
Didier Deschamps was quoted as saying in the
FFF statement. Deschamps said he would not ask
for a replacement for Benzema even though
FIFA’s rules give him until Monday to do so.

“Despite this new blow for the France team I
have full faith in my squad. We will do all we can
to rise to the huge challenge that awaits us.”

Deschamps brushed away questions about
the French team's handling of Benzema who had
been nursing an injury for the past month.

“I know that you're looking for controversy,”
he said. “But everything is under control, (the
inury) was not even caused by him accelerating

or shooting.”
The 36-year-old Olivier Giroud is set to benefit

from Benzema’s absence by coming into the
France attack alongside Kylian Mbappe and An-
toine Griezmann.

France begin their defence of the trophy on
Tuesday, when they take on Australia in Al
Wakrah. They will also play Denmark and Tunisia
in Group D as they aim to become the first team
since Brazil in 1962 to retain the World Cup.

Pogba, Kante already out 
Benzema’s injury is a major blow for Deschamps,
whose preparations for the tournament had al-
ready been hampered by fitness problems.

France have come to Qatar without the key
duo of Paul Pogba and N’Golo Kante, their start-
ing midfield pairing from the successful 2018
World Cup campaign, who were both ruled out
due to injury before Deschamps named his
squad.

Back-up goalkeeper Mike Maignan and cen-
tre-back Presnel Kimpembe also withdrew before
RB Leipzig forward Christopher Nkunku had to
pull out after suffering a knee injury in France’s
final training session before departing for Qatar.

Nkunku was replaced in the squad by Eintracht
Frankfurt forward Randal Kolo Muani.

But Deschamps said that centre-back Raphael
Varane would be available for the opening game
against Australia on Tuesday.

The Manchester United defender has been
sidelined with injury since October 22 but trained
with the team for the first time on Saturday.

Benzema, who will turn 35 next month, had
targeted the World Cup to cap off a remarkable
career renaissance. He won the Ballon d’Or after
scoring 44 goals in 46 games for Real Madrid last
season as the Spanish club won the Champions
League and La Liga.
AFP

END OF
THE ROAD 
Holders France rocked as thigh injury rules Ballon 
d’Or winner Karim Benzema out of World Cup

Presnel Kimpembe Paul Pogba N’Golo Kante Christopher Nkunku

FRENCH SICKBED 

Doha, Qatar - Romelu Lukaku will not
play for Belgium at the World Cup
until at least their final Group F match
against Croatia, a team source told
AFP on Sunday.

The forward did not take part in the
Red Devils’ first proper training ses-
sion since they arrived in Qatar on Fri-
day as he continues his recovery from
a hamstring injury.

Lukaku is Belgium’s all-time top
scorer with 68 goals in 102 appear-
ances and was called up to their
World Cup squad despite coach
Roberto Martinez admitting he was
not fully fit.

“It would be better for us if he was
there for the first game (against
Canada on Wednesday), but I cannot
tell you when he will be back,” Atletico
Madrid midfielder Axel Witsel told re-
porters.

“The most important thing is how
he feels. I was in his place in the last
European Championship when I came
back from an injury and I’m sure we’ll
have Romelu back very soon.”

Lukaku has endured a difficult past
18 months, moving back to Inter Milan

on loan after a dismal season with
Chelsea.

However, the 29-year-old has
played just twice for Inter since Au-
gust after first picking up the injury in
a 3-1 defeat at Lazio.

He returned to action in style last
month, scoring in a 4-0 win against
Viktoria Plzen that ensured Inter’s
passage to the last 16 of the Champi-
ons League but he then injured his
hamstring again a few days later.

Martinez has to decide who will re-
place Lukaku up front for the clash
with Canada. Fenerbahce forward
Michy Batshuayi started in Belgium’s
one warm-up match before the tour-
nament, a 2-1 defeat to Egypt on Fri-
day.

Batshuayi was replaced by Lens
forward Lois Openda, who pulled a
goal back in the 76th minute of the
clash in Kuwait City.

Belgium also take on Morocco be-
fore meeting 2018 World Cup finalists
Croatia at the start of next month as
they try to improve on their run to the
semi-finals four years ago.
AFP

Lukaku out
of first two World Cup
games: Belgium source

Doha, Qatar - Cristiano Ronaldo en-
ters the World Cup under a cloud of
controversy but his Portugal team-
mate Ruben Neves believes the for-
ward will have a “phenomenal”
tournament.

Reduced to a peripheral role at
Manchester United this season, the
superstar last week lashed out at his
club and United coach Erik ten Hag in
a TV interview.

The five-time Ballon d’Or winner
remains the spearhead for Portugal
at 37 despite his struggles at club
level and Neves is confident he can
shine at his fifth World Cup.

“From what I’ve seen in training he
is in a spectacular state of form,”
Neves said on Sunday.

“We’re not worried about any-
thing. We know that we can work
very well so that individuals stand
out. If we are good, Cristiano will be
phenomenal.”

Ronaldo, with 117 goals, is the all-
time leading goalscorer in men’s in-
ternational football.

Footage emerged last week of a
seemingly tense handshake between
Ronaldo and his Manchester United

and Portugal team-mate Bruno Fer-
nandes.

But Neves played down specula-
tion over tensions in the squad.

“I don’t think there’s controversy
in the dressing room, it’s impossible
for us to go around without some
controversy,” said the midfielder.

“There’s more outside the camp
and in the media than in the dressing
room. It’s all been said, and we have

a spectacular atmosphere.”
Wolves player Neves, 25, has

been linked with a move away from
the struggling Premier League club
and was asked if he might leave in
January.

“I’m leaving Wolves this month, I
hope at least until the 18th (of De-
cember, the World Cup final),” he
joked.

“I don’t want to come back earlier.
My big goal is to stay here as long as
possible and give my best for the
team.”

Portugal open their World Cup
campaign against Ghana on Novem-
ber 24, before facing Uruguay and
South Korea in Group H.
AFP

Ronaldo will be ‘phenomenal’ at World Cup, says Neves
From what I’ve seen in 
training he is in a 
spectacular state of form
RUBEN NEVES

Cristiano Ronaldo takes part in a training session in Al Samriya on Saturday 

Doha, Qatar - England kick off their
World Cup campaign against Iran on
Monday desperate to take the final
step after twice falling just short of
winning the country’s first major tro-
phy in more than half a century.

Gareth Southgate’s players will be
relieved to finally focus on football
after spending much of the build-up to
the tournament mired in the ceaseless
controversies surrounding host nation
Qatar.

But now England start their three
Group B fixtures established as one of
the leading contenders.

That lofty status is a stark contrast
to six years ago, when Southgate took

charge with England at a low ebb after
a series of humiliations on and off the
pitch.

A woeful Euro 2016 exit against Ice-
land brought a suitably depressing end
to Roy Hodgson’s England reign, while
his successor, Sam Allardyce, lasted
only 67 days and one match before
being forced out after a newspaper
sting. Southgate set about rebuilding
the team and has gradually restored
them to the upper echelons of the in-
ternational game.

A surprise run to the 2018 World
Cup semi-finals in Russia gave the
manager credibility among previously
sceptical players and fans.

And he followed that impressive
achievement by leading England to
their first major final for 55 years at last
year’s European Championship.

But while Southgate has made Eng-
land a team to be feared again, he has
yet to deliver the silverware his foot-
ball-obsessed country has craved
since Bobby Moore lifted the World
Cup in 1966.

The World Cup run four years ago
ended in a 2-1 defeat to Croatia after
England squandered the lead, while
Italy recovered from Luke Shaw’s early
goal to beat Southgate’s men on
penalties in the Euro final at a shell-
shocked Wembley.

Not only did England lose when the
stakes were highest, but in both
matches they retreated into their shell
with a conservative game-plan that left
Southgate open to criticism.

The England boss, hailed as a fash-
ion icon for donning a debonair waist-
coat at the last World Cup, will be
eager to end suspicions that he cannot
handle pressure when it is at its most
intense.

Unable to dispel accusations that
his cautious approach prevents play-
ers from fully expressing themselves,
Southgate has conceded there are les-
sons to learn from England’s failures.
AFP

HIGH HOPES  England expects as Gareth Southgate’s
men eye World Cup glory

England coach Gareth Southgate at a team training session in Al Wakrah on Sunday

Belgium's Romelu Lukaku arrives in Doha on Saturday (AFP)
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Doha, Qatar - Hundreds of fans from
South Asia and South America
greeted Neymar and his teammates
as the Brazil squad landed in Qatar for
their bid to secure a sixth World Cup.

Drum-beating Indians who have al-
ready made their mark on the tourna-
ment left Brazilians in a minority
outside the luxury Doha hotel that will
be the Selecao’s base for the tourna-
ment.

“Why do neutral fans support
Brazil? Because they are the best in
the world,” said Kelly Dias, a Brazilian
who runs a cosmetics business in

Madrid and is spending three weeks
in Qatar.

“You can see it in the streets. Brazil
are the favourites,” added the 39-
year-old.

The tens of thousands of Indian
football fans in Qatar are mainly di-
vided between Argentina and Qatar.

As with Argentina’s arrival, the
Brazil fans got only a fleeting glimpse
of their heroes as the team bus with
tinted windows drove by without
stopping.

Every night the fans organise rival
flash mobs in Doha where hundreds

beat drums and wave the Argentinian
and Brazilian flags. Smaller groups
have backed England and other Euro-
pean nations.

The Indian contingent was joined
by Brazil fans from Bangladesh and
Arab nations as they waited for more
than three hours outside the hotel late
Saturday.

Lijo Mathew, 24, said he waited be-
cause he wanted to see Neymar. Oth-
ers wore yellow shirts with Neymar’s
name written across the back.

The Indians, mainly from Kerala
state, are angry at European media re-

ports calling them “fake fans”. Qatar
organisers have also slammed the re-
ports.

“There are a lot of fans in Kerala,”
said Haneef, who runs a public rela-
tions firm in Doha.

“They love Neymar, they love
Brazil, because, you know, India is not
good at football,” she said.

Haneef said she fell for the Brazil
team when they last won the title in
Japan in 2002. Others are sure Brazil
will triumph again on the tourna-
ment’s return to Asia.
AFP

Brazil fans hold a cut-out of Neymar as they gather outside the Westin Doha Hotel & Spa in Doha to welcome their team on Satuday (AFP)

Indian samba greeting for Neymar and co at World Cup 

Doha, Qatar - Senegal coach Aliou Cisse told his younger players on
Sunday that it was their time to shine after talisman Sadio Mane was
ruled out of the World Cup.

Team chiefs confirmed on Thursday that the Bayern Munich for-
ward, who has scored 33 goals in 92 internationals, had lost his race
to recover from a shin injury.

But Cisse is refusing to be downcast ahead of their World Cup
opener on Monday against the Netherlands.

“First of all, I’m sad for the boy, for
Sadio Mane, and then for the na-
tional team, but of course it’s
his health that counts,” he
said.

“Of course we won’t
hide the importance of
Sadio Mane for the
Senegalese team --
he’s very important, a
coach builds his team
around his best players.

“But there’s also a
group here with experi-
enced players, with young
players ready to step up. We’ve
had to play matches before without
Sadio Mane.”

Cisse said the African champions, who also face Ecuador and
hosts Qatar in Group A, have “excellent young players”.

“I have a lot of depth on the bench so I will be able to make good
subs if someone is getting tired,” he said.

Senegal have called up Moussa Ndiaye, the 20-year-old Ander-
lecht defender.

Krepin Diatta, 23, is one of those who could fill the void left by
Mane.

“When you talk about the spirit and morale, of course it affects
you. He is our best player and a leader,” said the Monaco forward.

“But we are determined to do what we can without him. We are
going to have to work harder individually and harder as a team.”
AFP

Senegal young guns
ready to ‘step up’ at
World Cup, says Cisse
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Germany forward Serge Gnabry attends a training session at Al Shamal Stadium in Al Shamal on Sunday (AFP)

Van Dijk ‘sad’ for
Mane as Dutch
team prepares
for Senegal test
Doha, Qatar - Netherlands star Virgil
van Dijk said he was sad to learn that
former Liverpool teammate Sadio
Mane would miss the World Cup due
to injury, even if it will boost Dutch
hopes.

The defender was due to come up
against Mane when the Netherlands
face Senegal in their opening Group A
match on Monday but the Bayern Mu-
nich forward is out of the tournament
after suffering a leg injury playing for
his club.

“I called him the next day and obvi-
ously I wanted to know how he was,”
Van Dijk said at his team’s pre-match
press conference in Doha. “There were
so many rumours coming out. As a
friend I wanted to know how he was. It
wasn’t the best news he has had and
unfortunately he won’t be able to make
this tournament.”

Van Dijk and Mane played together
at Southampton before being reunited
at Anfield, winning the Premier League
title and the Champions League to-
gether under Jurgen Klopp.

Mane left Liverpool earlier this year
for a fresh start at Bayern.

“I feel sad for him,” Van Dijk added.
“I know how hard he worked for this
and he has been important for Senegal
so he is going to be a big miss for them.

“But hopefully we can benefit a little
from that as well.”

Monday’s match at the Al Thu-
mama Stadium in the Qatari capital
marks the Netherlands’ return to the
World Cup after they failed to qualify
for the 2018 tournament in Russia.

Dutch coach Louis van Gaal, who is
back in charge after taking the team to
third place in 2014, pointed out that his
side are also handicapped by the ab-
sence of Memphis Depay. The
Barcelona forward, 28, who has scored
42 goals in 81 games for his country,
has not played since September.
AFP

Despite this new blow I have
full faith in my squad. We will
do all we can to rise to the huge
challenge that awaits us. 
DIDIER DESCHAMPS 

M   MENT IN TIME

Karim Benzema 
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Turin, Italy - Novak Djokovic re-
mained on course for a record-
equalling sixth ATP Tour Finals
title after a 7-6 (7/5), 7-6 (8/6)
win over Taylor Fritz in Turin on
Saturday.

Djokovic brushed off his
bruising encounter with Daniil
Medvedev the day before to
boss the semi-final against the
ninth-seeded American.

The 35-year-old set up a
meeting with Norway’s Casper
Ruud who at 23 years of age will
bid for his first major title after

sweeping past Russian Andrey
Rublev 6-2, 6-4 in the second
semi-final in northern Italy.

The Serb has beaten world
number four Ruud in all three of
their previous meetings includ-
ing this year in the semi-finals in
Rome.

Djokovic will aim for his sec-
ond major title of the year, after
Wimbledon, having missed a
significant part of the season, in-
cluding the Australian Open and
the US Open, for his refusal to
take the covid vaccine.

“Of course, the last match of
the season, I’m going to give it all.
I’m going to obviously try my
best,” said the Serb. 

“I’m very happy to be able to
compete for another big trophy,
one of the biggest ones that we
have in our sport.”

Victory in Sunday’s final will
also see him equal Roger Fed-
erer’s haul of six wins in the tour-
nament comprising the top eight
players in the world this season.

“I had to fight to survive,” said
Djokovic, who has now reached

the final of the season-ending
event eight times and last won in
2015.

Ruud played in two Grand
Slam finals this year at Roland
Garros and the US Open, and is
participating in the season-end-
ing elite eight-player tournament
for the second time, having being
eliminated in the semi-finals last
year. Ruud took advantage of a
below-par Rublev who had seen
off Medvedev and Stefanos Tsit-
sipas.
AFP

Muscat – Oman skipper Zeeshan
Maqsood’s career-best T20I
knock, an unbeaten 102, led his
team to a massive 106-run win
over Bahrain in the Desert Cup
T20I Series at the Oman Cricket
Academy (OCA) ground in Al
Amerat on Saturday.

In the other match of the
evening, Canada bounced back
from their loss to Bahrain to rout
Saudi Arabia and stay on top of
the table with eight points.

A day after Al Amerat skyline
was lit up with dazzling drone and
laser shows to mark Oman’s
52nd National Day, Maqsood lit
up the skyline in Amerat again
with his batting fireworks as he
blasted his maiden T20I century
– 102 not out in just 44 balls.

He achieved his personal mile-
stone in style, hammering the last
ball of Oman’s innings for a six, to
give his side a formidable total of
220/5. Maqsood’s late charge
saw seven of his nine maximums
come in the last three overs of the
innings. His knock was also stud-
ded with seven boundaries as
Oman put a step on the gas to
race from 149/4 to 220 in the
final 24 balls.

Maqsood was given good sup-
port by Mohammed Nadeem
with a 19-ball 30 and Rafiullah
with a 14-ball 25. Earlier, openers,
Jatinder Singh (28) and Kashyap
Prajapati (13) gave the hosts a
quick start with Duleep Mendis’
wards ensuring the scoring

tempo at a good pace.
Bahrain’s frontline bowlers,

Imran Khan, Rizwan Butt, Sathi-
ayah Veerapathiran and Imran
Javed, went for plenty with Butt
and Khan conceding 53 and 45
runs in their respective spell of
four overs.

Chasing a target of 221,
Bahrain needed a strong start but
Bilal Khan got an early break-
through with skipper Sarfraz Ali

out for just 4. Imran Javed (22)
and David Mathias put up a fight-
back to lead the team to 60 in 6.5
overs. However, Rafiullah’s dou-
ble strike off two successive balls
put Bahrain on the back foot.
Mathias’ dismissal by Samay
Shrivastava for 39 in the 12th over
triggered a collapse.

Bahrain then spun into Shri-
vastava’s web as the leg-spinner
picked up four more wickets to
end with figures of 4-0-18-5. Ex-
cept for Ahmed Bin Nasir (28 not
out), Bahrain batters failed to put
up a fight as their innings folded
for just 114 in 16 overs.

Maqsood dazzles
in Oman’s victory,
Canada beat Saudi
Arabia to stay top

Zeeshan Maqsood

Mount Maunganui, New Zealand
- Batting dynamo Suryakumar
Yadav says his “special” century
against New Zealand was forged
on enjoyment and hard work as
he steered India to a 65-run in the
second Twenty20 International
on Sunday.

Suryakumar struck an imperi-
ous 111 not out off just 51 balls as
the tourists posted 191-6 at
Mount Maunganui’s Bay Oval.

New Zealand were skittled for
126 in the 19th over, handing
India a 1-0 lead in the three-
match series after the opening
fixture was washed out in
Wellington on Friday.

To win the final game in
Napier on Tuesday, the Black
Caps will need to find an answer

to Suryakumar, who illustrated
why he is ranked the world’s best
T20 batter.

The 32-year-old struck 11
fours and cleared the ropes

seven times as he compiled his
second century in the format,
having posted 117 against Eng-
land at Nottingham four months
ago.

He had already become the

first Indian to score 1,000 T20
runs in a calendar year before
Sunday’s knock and has passed
50 in seven of his last 11 innings.

“Of course in T20 cricket, 100

is always special,” Suryakumar
told Spark Sport.

“Obviously I’m enjoying bat-
ting this way. I’m doing the same
things in the nets, in all practice
sessions.”

Opener Ishan Kishan provided
the next-highest Indian score
with 36 off 31.

Suryakumar ensured the run
rate accelerated as the innings
progressed and he raised three
figures while taking 22 runs off
the penultimate over bowled by
Lockie Ferguson.

“It was really important for me
to bat to the end, that’s what
Hardik (Pandya) was telling me
from the other end,” said
Suryakumar, whose career strike
rate has climbed to an extraordi-
nary 181.64.

“We really wanted to max-
imise the last four overs and I’m
really happy with the way things
went.”

The final over provided the

home side’s best moment, when
seamer Tim Southee claimed his
second career hat-trick, dismiss-
ing Indian captain Pandya before
removing Deepak Hooda and
Washington Sundar for golden
ducks.

New Zealand’s run chase
struggled from the moment
opener Finn Allen holed out on
the second delivery.

Captain Kane Williamson top-
scored with 61 off 52 but his
struggle for timing was mirrored
by his teammates against an In-
dian attack boasting variety and
discipline.

Spinner Hooda took 4-10 off
2.5 overs, claiming the last three
scalps in the space of four balls.
AFP

Of course, in T20 cricket, 100 is 
always special. Obviously I’m 
enjoying batting this way. I’m doing
the same things in the nets, in 
all practice sessions
SURYAKUMAR YADAV

India's Suryakumar Yadav hits a six during his unbeaten knock of 111 in the second Twenty20 against New Zealand at the Bay Oval in Mount Maunganui on Sunday (AFP)

SUNDAY
TREAT!

Djokovic downs Fritz, faces Ruud for
record-equalling sixth ATP Finals title

Novak Djokovic celebrates after winning his semi-final match against Taylor Fritz on Saturday (AFP)

Maqsood
achieved his
personal mile-
stone in style,
hitting  the last
ball of the in-
nings for a six

New Zealand succumb to Indian star Suryakumar Yadav’s century in second T20


