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Our Correspondent
Muscat

Central Bank of Oman (CBO)
has released its Financial Stabil-
ity Report 2024, highlighting the
country's robust financial system
despite global challenges such as
geopolitical tensions and tight-
ened monetary policies.

The report noted that while
global inflation and economic
uncertainties persist, Oman's fi-
nancial sector has shown re-
silience, supported by high oil
prices and fiscal discipline. The
banking sector has reported
strong earnings, solid capital po-
sitions, ample liquidity, and low

‘While global
inflation and
economic uncertain-
ties persist, Oman’s
financial sector has
shown resilience,
supported by high
oil prices and fiscal
discipline’

non-performing loans.

The Systemic Risk Survey
conducted in January 2024 indi-
cated strong confidence in

Oman'’s financial stability. Spe-
cialised banks and foreign com-
mercial banks were viewed as
the most robust, while insurance

companies and capital market
institutions were seen as more
vulnerable. Positive rating re-
views from leading agencies

since late 2021 underscore inter-
national confidence in Oman's
economic prospects.

The Composite Financial Sta-
bility Indicator showed sustained
stability in 2023, driven by im-
provements in debt sustainability
and banking stability. The bank-
ing sector continued to expand,
maintaining robust earnings and
strong capital positions despite
two years of tightened monetary
policy. Stress tests revealed that
banks could withstand various
shocks without breaching mini-
mum capital requirements.

The 2023 Credit Conditions
Survey indicated rising loan de-
mand across sectors, driven by

Financial stability remains strong: CBO

economic growth and consumer
confidence. However, credit
availability for corporates tight-
ened with expectations of con-
tinued stringent lending
standards in 2024.

The CBO remains vigilant
about rising cyber threats and
climate change impacts. Policies
are being crafted to mitigate
cyber risks and incorporate cli-
mate risks into financial institu-
tions' risk management
frameworks.

In a foreword of the report,
Tahir Salim Abdullah al Amri, Ex-
ecutive President of CBO, stated
that in the near term, “our as-
sessment indicates that the risks

to the outlook for financial stabil-
ity in Oman remain low and the
Omani banking system is well-
poised to leverage its strength to
support businesses and house-
holds in the event of any unfore-
seen shocks".

The CBO remains unwavering
in its determination to safeguard
financial stability, he added. “We
will continue to meticulously
take stock of global and domes-
tic developments and adopt in-
ternational  best  practices
ensuring that our financial sys-
tem remains resilient and fully
capable of supporting the eco-
nomic growth and prosperity of
our nation.”

Oman plans Mideast’s first EV
charging equipment factory

Our Correspondent
Muscat

In a significant milestone in the
sultanate's journey towards sus-
tainable transportation and clean
energy, an Omani company has
signed an agreement with a Tai-
wanese firm to establish the first
electric vehicle (EV) charger as-
sembly line in the Middle East.
Oman's industrial gases and
LPG company Muscat Gases re-
cently signed an agreement with
Zerova Technologies, a leading
global manufacturer of EV charg-
ing equipment and supplies.
‘Zerova Technologies s
pleased to announce a ground-
breaking partnership with Mus-
cat Gas aimed at accelerating
the growth and development of
EVs in Oman. This strategic col-

laboration underscores Muscat
Gas's ambition to become the
leading provider of EV chargers
in the region,' a press release
stated.

Discussions between Zerova
Technologies and Muscat Gas
began six months ago. After a
series of comprehensive nego-
tiations and detailed analyses,
both parties have now formally

entered into an agreement that
promises to transform the EV
infrastructure landscape in
Oman.

"We are thrilled to partner
with Muscat Gas in this trans-
formative venture," said a se-
nior  official at Zerova
Technologies. "Our combined
expertise and shared vision for
a sustainable future make this
collaboration a natural fit. We
look forward to supporting
Muscat Gas in their mission to
lead the EV charging market
and contribute to the sul-
tanate's green energy goals."

Known for its innovative ap-
proach and commitment to ex-
cellence, Muscat Gas is poised to
make significant strides in the EV
sector. This partnership will
leverage Zerova Technologies'

advanced EV charging solutions
and Muscat Gas's extensive local
expertise to establish a robust
and reliable network of EV
chargers across Oman.

With manufacturing facilities
strategically located in Taiwan,
China, Vietnam, Japan, EMEA
and the United States, Zerova
Technologies designs and man-
ufactures a complete line of EV
charging solutions that power
brands globally.

In another agreement focused
on innovative energy solutions
and carbon emission reduction,
Muscat Gases signed a partner-
ship agreement with US based
02 Fuel Petrochemical Solutions,
a company specialising in fuel
additives aimed at enhancing
fuel quality and reducing envi-
ronmental pollution.

Nepal requests Omani embassy in Kathmandu

Muscat - The first meeting of bi-
lateral consultations between the
foreign ministries of Oman and
Nepal was held in Muscat on
Wednesday.

H E Sheikh Khalifa bin Ali bin
Issa al Harthy, Undersecretary for
Political Affairs in Foreign Min-
istry, and Sewa Lamsal, Foreign
Secretary of Nepal, led the con-
sultations. They reviewed the
whole gamut of bilateral relations
and expressed satisfaction with
the excellent state of relations ex-
isting between Oman and Nepal
since 1977.

They agreed to promote coop-
eration encompassing all sectors,
especially exchange of high-level
visits, trade, investment, eco-
nomic cooperation, agriculture,
energy, tourism, employment,
culture, education and direct air

connectivity.

The officials committed to en-
hance partnership in mutually
agreed areas and to work to-
gether towards realising eco-
nomic opportunities for mutual
benefit, besides creating more
opportunities to promote people-
to-people engagement.

The Nepali Foreign Secretary

(ONA)

thanked the Government of
Oman for providing employment
to more than 21,000 of her coun-
trymen.

She stressed the need to ex-
plore untapped potential in eco-
nomic, cultural and educational
spheres and proposed establish-
ment of meaningful collaborative
partnerships, including in the pri-

vate sector. She requested the
Omani consultation delegation to
consider establishing an embassy
of Oman in Kathmandu to further
consolidate the long-standing re-
lations.

H E Harthy expressed willing-
ness to promote cooperation be-
tween Oman and Nepal in all
mutually agreed sectors and
hoped to conclude pending
memorandums of understanding.
He underscored the potential of
bilateral relations and praised the
positive and hardworking nature
of Nepali workers.

Earlier in the day, Sewa met
H E Dr Mahad bin Said bin Ali
Baowain, Minister of Labour.
Discussions centred on cooper-
ation in the field of labour and
employment opportunities,
among others.

DOES IT AGAIN!

2020. He left his shoes in the ring to signal his retirement

Cuban wrestler Mijain Lopez made history on Tuesday by becoming the first athlete to win five
consecutive gold medals in an individual event at the Olympics. The legendary wrestler won the Men's
Greco-Roman 130kg Wrestling competition defeating Chile's Cuban-origin Yasmani Acosta 6-0, a
former training partner and friend. Lopez won gold at Beijing 2008, London 2012, Rio 2016 and Tokyo

Racing driver Harthy partners with MHT to promote Oman

Muscat - Experience Oman, the
marketing platform created by
the Ministry of Heritage and
Tourism (MHT), has announced
a partnership with the sultanate’s
No 1 racing driver Ahmad al
Harthy for a unique global pro-
motion of Oman through motor-
sport.

Harthy, who competes suc-
cessfully in the globe's two
biggest and most competitive
GT3 level endurance categories,
the FIA World Endurance Cham-
pionship LMGT3 class and the
GT World Challenge Europe En-
durance Cup, is thrilled to wel-
come the support of Experience
Oman.

‘With a goal to make Oman a

go-to destination for tourists
from all over the world, Experi-
ence Oman's partnership with
Harthy and his team Oman Rac-
ing marks a key opportunity to
achieve this in one of the most
glamorous, exciting and passion-
ate sports on the planet,’ a press
statement said.

Collaboration between Expe-

AHMAD AL HARTHY

rience Oman and Harthy will help
MHT build and develop promo-
tion of the sultanate.

Racing a dual campaign this
year - in the FIA World En-
durance Championship, where
he drives as team-mate to global
sporting icon Valentino Rossiina
BMW M4 LMGTS3, and in the
Fanatec GT World Challenge Eu-

rope powered by AWS En-
durance Cup, where he races a
sister BMW with the OQ by
Oman Racing squad - Harthy's
profile will provide major benefits
for Experience Oman.

“I am incredibly honoured to
be entering into this wonderful
new partnership with Experience
Oman; it's a perfect opportunity

to further develop the promotion
of Oman which we've always
strived to do with Oman Racing
through our motorsport pro-
grammes across the world. This
year is our biggest ever challenge
on the racetrack at world level,
and our most exciting one too,”
said Harthy.

On the occasion, H E Azan al
Busaidi, Undersecretary in MHT,
said, "Experience Oman is de-
lighted to partner with Ahmad al
Harthy and Oman Racing, help-
ing us expand our promotion of
Oman's incredible tourism offer
as he competes in top-flight mo-
torsports events across the globe.

"Harthy is an outstanding am-
bassador for Oman, shining the

spotlight on our country and its
incredible potential as an arena
for adventure sports. Through
this unique partnership, I have no
doubt we will inspire travellers
with a thirst for an out-of-the-or-
dinary holiday to come and try
some of our adrenalin fuelled at-
tractions and test their limits
across our breathtaking diversity
of landscapes.

“l am sure, too, that armchair
motorsports enthusiasts will be
tempted to try other perhaps
more relaxing aspects of our
tourism offer and enjoy our year-
round calendar of cultural, her-
itage and culinary events, our
natural beauty, famed hospitality
and, of course, first-class luxury.”

Haniyeh killed by two
Mossad-recruited Iranian
revolutionary guards: Report

Nadeem al Balushi showcases
Oman, his music and love for
vintage cars
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Masirat al Jawamid: Where
history meets adventure

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The village of Masirat al
Jawamid, nestled in the moun-
tains of Jabal Akhdar in
Dakhliyah, is a captivating desti-
nation for adventure seekers and
nature lovers. Situated at an alti-
tude of 1,400m above sea level
on the edge of Wadi Tanuf, the
village is steeped in history and
natural beauty.

Although now abandoned, Ma-
sirat al Jawamid remains a popu-
lar spot for tourists all year round,
especially those interested in hik-
ing, adventure sports and tranquil
retreats amidst mountains. The
village is accessible following a
5.5km hike from the village of
Halilat and is surrounded by a
wide variety of trees, many of
which bear delicious summer
fruits. Fossil formations of shells
and ancient creatures can be
found in the village's rocks,

adding to its unique charm.

The village's history dates
back over 400 years, showcas-
ing the ingenuity of its inhabi-
tants who carved agricultural
terraces into the mountains to
grow palm trees, grapes,
pomegranates, lemons and sea-
sonal vegetables. These terraces
are irrigated by springs and dams

through small canals that lead to
a large water basin.

Saeed bin Mohammed al
Jamoudi, owner of a house in the
village, said, “Masirat al Jawamid
is famous for its historical and ar-
chaeological landmarks. Many
stone houses carved into the
mountain rocks with creative
Omani architecture still stand.

Although the inhabitants moved
to Halilat, they use these houses
to store agricultural produce and
fertilisers, preserving their natu-
ral beauty amidst the towering
mountains.”

He added that many of the vil-
lage's youth plan to develop it
into a sustainable tourist destina-
tion.

RAFO inks two pacts enhancing
cooperation with private sector

Muscat - Royal Air Force of
Oman (RAFO) has signed two
contracts with private sector
companies to improve aviation
services and strengthen joint co-
operation. These agreements
aim to bolster development part-
nership between RAFO and the
private sector.

The first is a memorandum of
understanding with Al Shargiya
Aviation focused on enhancing
cooperation and improving avia-
tion services for various benefi-
ciaries. Brig Gen Zahran bin
Nasser Ambusaidi, Chief of Staff
at RAFO, and Capt Najib bin
Abdul Fattah al Attar, Director
General of Operations at Al
Shargiya Aviation, signed the
memorandum.

Additionally, RAFO signed a
logistical support contract with
SalamAir. This agreement aims
to enhance cooperation in vari-
ous technical and logistical sup-
port areas. Brig Gen Ambusaidi
and Adrian Hamilton-Manns,
CEO of Salam Air, formalised the

BEYOND WORDS

VAISHALI HAMLAI

The columnist is a certified MBTI coach and a
best-selling author, who delves into the
complexities of the mind and soul to

guide and interpret social behaviour

agreement.

The two agreements repre-
sent significant steps in fostering
collaboration between the air
force and private sector in Oman,
aiming to enhance the efficiency
and effectiveness of aviation ser-
vices.

hen you think

of well-being,

what comes

first to your
mind? Do you think of your
physical or mental health?
What makes you feel that your
well-being is nurtured appro-
priately by your current life?
What brings you happiness?
Will temporary happiness ad-
versely affect your well-being?
Or does permanent security
bring well-being? What makes
one feel secure in their envi-
ronment? Does physical well-
being override mental
well-being? Do they both
weigh the same? Do we as
human race give more impor-
tance to physical or mental
well-being?

But the real question lies in
what is well-being? Where do
we find our well-being? It's not
that one can go to a shop to
buy well-being or download
the app that will upload your
well-being. It must be found.
Do we still know how to find
our inner joy? Do we know the
road map to our own inner
workings? Yes, we do! Do we
do it for ourselves? Maybe we
don't. We don't give ourselves
as much credit to be able to
find our balance, our Mojo.
Aren't we too busy copying the
Mojo mix of someone else?
We try to recreate our happi-
ness by using other formulae in
life. That works in math, not in
life. Can we achieve the same

joy by replicating someone
else's fix to life? Our well-being
is unique to us, and unfortu-
nately cannot be copied from
others. And then we wonder
why we didn't get out that big
chunk of happiness we ex-
pected on our platter.

My mojo or my well-being is
the journey, the process. The
joy | achieve out of the process
of exploration and resonance
feeds on my well-being. It
brings me closer to my inner
thoughts and feelings. But
again, it's not always the same.
It could be different at different

MOJO HUNTING

times. The progression of find-
ing and exploring myself has
been my well-being. Maybe
COVID has given us much
more time to muse and dis-
cover ourselves; we were first
lost in the world of denial. It has
brought us head on with what
is important and what should
be our priority. The real picture
in its bare nakedness!

One thing is for sure; my
well-being isn't connected to
anyone else. My well-being is a
string attached to the one and
only me. Sure, there are many
other strings connected to that
main string, but the man string
is to me. Well-being starts with
yourself and only your personal
well-being. It can disguise
sometimes as the result is con-

cerning someone else, but it is
ultimately your well-being, not
someone else or something
else's. What the old saying
says; that a happy person can
make others happy or un-
happy, but to start off, an un-
happy soul can only make
another unhappy.

So, what really is well-being.
My well-being could be physi-
cal or mental or physical and
mental wellbeing. My well-
being could also be leading a
life of a hermit, or a life full of
wealth. It's your Mojo and only
you can find it! Its 'your" well-
being. What | perceive as my
well-being is my prerogative.
But it's not as easy as it sounds.
For knowing my Mojo, my
well-being, | should under-
stand what excites me. What
makes me jump with joy, what
puts me to the depth of sad-
ness. What feeds my soul,
what makes me trip? | feel it's
a lifetime quest to search your
well-being, because well-being
changes, it's not constant. It's
alive. It's party to change as
frequent as morning and
evening. But the key is under-
standing that Mojo. That feel-
ing of satisfaction that one
feels when the well-being is
manifested into your being.

So, | continue this personal
quest of understanding and
finding my Mojo, my well-
being.

And as it is, the journey is
sweeter than the destination!

The views and opinions expressed in this column are solely those of the author and do not
necessarily represent those of Muscat Daily or Apex Press & Publishing
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Khareef boosts SMEs as tourists surge

Our Correspondent
Salalah

Dhofar Khareef 2024 is signifi-
cantly benefitting small and
medium enterprises (SMEs), as
record numbers of tourists flock
to the governorate.

Hundreds of SMEs from
across Oman are operating in 18
locations in Salalah and Tagah,
including key sites for Dhofar
Khareef 2024 events, such as
Wadi Darbat, Itin Plain and Ray-
sut Beach. These locations host
various entertainment and
tourism activities, besides spe-
cialised exhibitions being held at
Sultan Qaboos Youth Complex
for Culture and Entertainment in
Salalah.

Nawafidh Park in Itin Plain,
Salalah serves as the main site
for tourism activities. Marketing
initiatives, implemented by Au-
thority for Small and Medium En-
terprises Development

(ASMED) in partnership with
Dhofar Municipality, at the site
provide an integrated platform
for entrepreneurs to showcase
their products. These activities
will run until mid-September.

Abdul Hakeem bin Amer al
Hadari, Assistant Director of De-
partment of SME Development
in Dhofar, informed that the
Nawafidh Park marketing initia-
tive, now in its third edition, aims

to support projects of en-
trepreneurs from various gover-
norates, promote their products
and provide them with the op-
portunity to participate in the ac-
tivities of Dhofar Khareef 2024.

The site hosts 38 SME pro-
jects, featuring mobile carts of-
fering a variety of food and
beverages, alongside entertain-
ment activities and public facili-
ties for  visitors. Dhofar
Municipality, in cooperation with
ASMED, has equipped the site to
facilitate business operations
and boost local economic activi-
ties during the tourist season.

Sharing his experience, Mo-
hammed bin Bakhit al Hilali,
owner of a mobile food truck,
said, “This is my first participa-
tion, providing a food cart selling
hot drinks - tea in several
flavours - and fresh milk served
in a traditional way called
muathib.”

Café owner Abdullah bin

Ahmed al Balushi is participating
in Nawafidh Park for the third
season. "It supports youth pro-
jects in lItin Plain, which is
crowded with visitors and
tourists, providing an opportu-
nity to market products of en-
trepreneurs.” His mobile café
serves coffee and various drinks,
including an innovative coconut
product and personalised brand-
ing on the fruit.

Enhancing their competitive
capabilities, ASMED's initiatives
and programmes aim to support
and enable micro, small and
medium enterprises. These ef-
forts contribute to diversify in-
come sources and increase
SMEs' contribution to the gross
domestic product.

Meet focuses on role of Alin HR development

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The 12th Gulf Conference on
Human Resources Development,
titled ‘Towards Effective Produc-
tivity,’ commenced on Wednes-
day in Salalah. The two-day event
focuses on artificial intelligence
(Al) and digital transformation as
pivotal elements in the human re-
sources (HR) sector.

Held under the patronage of H
H Sayyid Marwan bin Turki al
Said, Governor of Dhofar, the
conference will focus on the bal-
ance between human intelligence
and Al to enhance productivity. It
will also discuss integrating sus-
tainable quality systems into the
corporate culture, the role of
technology ininstitutional gover-
nance, and strategic planning to
achieve Oman Vision 2040.

Addressing the meet, Naif bin
Hamed Fadhel, Head of Dhofar
Branch of Oman Chamber of

(Supplied photo)

Commerce and Industry (OCCI),
highlighted Al's role in improving
strategic planning in institutions.
"Al enhances productivity and
supports innovation in both the
public and private sectors by de-
veloping effective plans based on
data analysis aiding in informed
decision-making and devising
strategy.”

He further emphasised the
fact that Oman Vision 2040 fo-
cuses on governance and institu-
tional performance with the

objective of building an inte-
grated digital economy leverag-
ing  technology, Al and
innovation. “The vision seeks to
improve productivity, create new
job opportunities, and facilitate
inter-institutional cooperation
through interactive platforms and
precise recommendations.”

The conference has been or-
ganised by the Ministry of
Labour, the Dhofar Branch of
OCCI, OQ Group and Al Asayel
Conferences Company.

It aims to prepare for future
challenges by enhancing staff
performance and raising produc-
tivity in line with Oman Vision
2040. Key topics include sustain-
ability of quality systems, en-
abling young leaders to improve
capabilities and leveraging digital
transformation to create sustain-
able jobs.

The first day of the conference
featured several sessions and
working papers discussing Al's
role in raising awareness, devel-
oping corporate governance and
its applications in strategic plan-
ning. Al was also highlighted as a
major driver for increasing pro-
ductivity.

On the second day, it will re-
view additional working papers
focused on corporate culture's
role in improving productivity,
building sustainable quality sys-
tems, and enhancing efficiency of
individuals and work systems to
accelerate productivity.

Suhar Industrial
City attracts
RO43mn in
investments
inH12024

Suhar - Suhar Industrial City, af-
filiated to Public Establishment
for Industrial Estates (Madayn),
has attracted 22 projects during
the first half of 2024, with total
investment volume exceeding
RO43mn and covering an area of
over 239,000sgm.

Abdullah Ahmed al Mayasi,
Director General of Suhar Indus-
trial City, said that Madayn has
completed 100% of infrastruc-
ture for the seventh phase of the
city this year.

It has also completed assign-
ment of a consultancy studies
project for improvement works
for Phases 1to 6.

Mayasi added that in H1
2024, the city was able to attract
four projects in the Plastics In-
dustrial Complex (Ladain) with
the investment volume reaching
RO21mn.

Pacts worth RO2mn inked in Dakhliyah

Jabal Akhdar - Dakhliyah Gover-
nor's Office has signed several
agreements to implement service
and development projects worth
exceeding RO2mn in the wilayat
of Jabal Akhdar.

Sheikh Hilal bin Saeed al Hajri,
Governor of Dakhliyah, signed the
agreements with representatives
of companies responsible for ex-
ecuting the projects on Tuesday.

The projects include building
Jabal Akhdar Park in the village of

Saih Qatna, costing RO1,187,384.
Spread over 20,000sgm, the park
will feature a1,000sgm children'’s
play area, 5000sgm of green
spaces, walking paths, an area for
electric games, prayer rooms and
an open air multi-use theatre.

“A number of projects have
been approved under the Gover-
norates Development  Pro-
gramme to provide public
services for local communities in
the wilayats of the governorate,”

Sheikh Hajri stated

Several other development pr-
ojects were recently announced
in the governorate, including re-
development of a public park in
the Al Maamoura area of Bahla,
the second phase of designing
and constructing internal roads
covering 10.3km in Izki, agree-
ments to design and construct in-
ternal roads in Al Saih al Ahmar
in Bidbid, and the Tawi al Nusf
plan covering 6km in Samail.
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Oman hosts GCC Petroleum

Media Forum in Salalah

Our Correspondent
Salalah

The 5th GCC Petroleum Media
Forum - an event that brings to-
gether senior officials and media
persons from around the region
under one roof to discuss various
issues facing the oil and gas sec-
tor - began in Salalah in southern
Oman's green landscape on
Wednesday.

The two-day forum, hosted by
Oman's Ministry of Energy and
Minerals, in collaboration with
the GCC Secretariat General,
aims to bolster the media's role
in addressing energy issues, par-
ticularly in the oil and gas sector
of the region.

Under the patronage of H E
Mohsin bin Hamad al Hadhrami,
Undersecretary in the Ministry of
Energy and Minerals, the event
has brought together media pro-
fessionals, petroleum industry
officials and experts from across
the GCC countries.

The primary goal of the forum
is to enhance communication
and cooperation between media
personnel and energy sector ex-
perts and address challenges re-
lated to oil and gas. The forum
also seeks to update media pro-

fessionals of the latest sector de-
velopments and confront ru-
mors related to oil and gas
issues.

In addition, the forum also
provided a platform to discuss
energy related issues, exchange
experiences, and contribute to
developing the skills of media
professionals in this field.

In his opening address, H E
Hadhrami highlighted the signif-

icance of the forum. "Hosting
this event in Oman underscores
the strong cooperation among
GCC countries and aims to im-
prove communication and un-
derstanding in the oil and gas
sector. This forum aims to high-
light the sector's importance and
facilitate the exchange of ideas
and experiences between media
and industry experts," he said.
“We are aware of the chal-

lenges faced by the energy sec-
tor. We should strive to provide
accurate and objective informa-
tion to the local and international
audience,” he added.

Dr Mohammed Falah al
Rashidi, Director of the Energy
Department at the GCC Secre-
tariat General, emphasised the
media’s role in guiding public
opinion and countering misinfor-
mation.

“The oil and gas sector plays
a crucial role amidst global en-
ergy challenges and rapid devel-
opments. It is vital for enhancing
energy security, sustainable de-
velopment, and transitioning to
renewable energy sources.”

Dr Amer bin Nasser al
Matani, CEO of the Oman LNG
Development Foundation, ad-
dressed the need to reduce car-
bon emissions, protect the
environment, and advance social
responsibility programmess.

He highlighted Oman’s initia-
tives in clean energy, including
leveraging solar and wind re-
sources and promoting green hy-
drogen projects. “Technological
advancements in the energy sec-
tor are crucial for our progress,”
he added.

The first day of the forum fea-
tured discussion sessions and
workshops focused on develop-
ing media professionals’ skills in
the energy field, and highlighting
energy transformations and the
importance of global energy se-
curity.

The forum also addressed is-
sues such as environmental and
social sustainability in the energy
sector and media’s role in tack-
ling future challenges.

Economic concentration in steel approved

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Competition Protection and
Monopoly Prevention Centre,
functioning under the Ministry of
Commerce, Industry, and Invest-
ment Promotion (MoCIIP), has
recently approved an economic
concentration request in the
steel sector.

This was confirmed by Sultan
bin Saif al Maawali, Head of the
Economic Concentration Re-
quests Control Department at
the ministry.

The ministry, represented by
the Competition Protection and
Monopoly Prevention Centre,
regularly studies economic con-
centration processes across all

SULTAN AL MAAWALI

economic sectors in Oman.

Consequently, the ministry
undertakes subsequent over-
sight of these requests, which
leads to enhanced economic ef-
ficiencies by fostering more
competitive market conditions.
This approval creates more effi-
cient economic entities, benefit-
ing the final consumer.

Maawali noted that some eco-
nomic concentration requests
might have adverse effects on
competition, potentially creating
barriers to market entry and ex-
pansion. This could restrict the
ability of current or potential
competitors to compete and hin-
der the flow of both local and for-
eign investments, especially new
ones, which are crucial for in-

creasing production capacities.

The Competition Protection
and Monopoly Prevention Cen-
tre aims to enhance the effec-
tiveness of the Competition
Protection and Monopoly Pre-
vention Law, issued by Royal De-
cree No 67/2014.

The goal is to regulate fair
competition across all economic
sectors to drive economic devel-
opment, encourage and attract
investments, and contribute to
the growth of various economic
sectors by attracting both na-
tional and foreign investments.

Additionally, the Department
of Economic Concentration Re-
quests Control conducts subse-
quent oversight of economic
concentration requests in cases

of mergers or acquisitions.

“Oversight of economic con-
centration requests is one of the
most important functions within
our department,” the head of the
department explained.

"It requires an effective sys-
tem that ensures prompt han-
dling and examination of these
requests, analysing themin a co-
ordinated and high-quality man-
ner to ensure legal certainty for
the parties involved in the con-
centration and to guarantee the
effectiveness of the decisions is-
sued by the Competition Protec-
tion and Monopoly Prevention
Centre regarding these requests,
as well as compliance by the
concerned parties,” Maawali
added.

Aramco to take
majority share
in Petro Rabigh

Dhahran, Saudi Arabia - Aramco
has signed a definitive agree-
ment to acquire from Sumitomo
Chemical an additional stake of
approximately 22.5%, worth
US$702mn, in Rabigh Refining
and Petrochemical Co (Petro Ra-
bigh), the complex located on
Saudi Arabia’s west coast.

In a press statement issued on
Wednesday, the company
stated that Aramco and Tokyo-
headquartered Sumitomo
Chemical had been holding
37.5% of shares each in Petro
Rabigh, which was listed on the
Saudi Exchange in 2008.

Upon the completion of the
transaction, in which a share is
priced at SAR7, Aramco will be-
come Petro Rabigh's largest
shareholder with an equity stake
of approximately 60%, while
Sumitomo Chemical will retain
an equity stake of 15%.

The transaction, which is sub-
ject to customary closing condi-
tions, including regulatory
approvals and other third-party
approvals, is part of a package of
financial measures intended to
reinforce Petro Rabigh's financial
position.

Under the terms of the share
sale and purchase agreement, all
proceeds received by Sumitomo
Chemical from the sale will be in-
jected into Petro Rabigh, through
a mechanism to be agreed upon
with Petro Rabigh.

Aramco will provide addi-
tional funds to Petro Rabigh, via
a mechanism also to be agreed
upon, matching the US$702mn
from Sumitomo Chemical, to im-
prove Petro Rabigh's financial
position and support its future
strategy, bringing the aggregate
injection amount to US$1.4bn,
according to the release.

Aramco and  Sumitomo

Chemical have agreed to a
phased waiver of shareholder
loans of US$750mn each, which
will result in a US$1.5bn direct re-
duction in Petro Rabigh's liabili-
ties.

These measures are expected
to improve Petro Rabigh's bal-
ance sheet and cash liquidity, as
part of a remedial plan that
Aramco and Sumitomo Chemi-
cal intend to explore with Petro
Rabigh.

The agreement is also in line
with Aramco's downstream ex-
pansion and Sumitomo Chemi-
cal's  move away from

commodity chemicals toward
speciality chemicals.

"By increasing our sharehold-
ing, we expect to achieve even
closer integration with Petro Ra-
bigh and facilitate its turnaround
strategy,” said Hussain al Qah-
tani, Aramco Senior Vice Presi-
dent of Fuels

Seiji Takeuchi, Sumitomo
Chemical Senior Managing Exec-
utive Officer said the transaction
will significantly enhance Petro
Rabigh's financial position.

SPA

OPAZ launches new initiatives to develop services for investors in designated zones

Muscat - The Public Authority
for Special Economic Zones and
Free Zones (OPAZ) has
launched new initiatives aimed
at enhancing the services offered
to investors in special economic
zones, free zones, and industrial
zones.

These initiatives are part of
OPAZ's strategy to improve in-
vestor services and standardise
the incentives and benefits avail-
able across these zones.

"We are continuously refining
our strategies to attract investors
and improve the business envi-
ronment. This effort aligns with
our commitment to the core ob-

jectives of attracting foreign in-
vestment and fostering a con-
ducive environment for the
growth of local investments in
economic, free, and industrial
zones. Our initiatives also sup-
port national efforts in this area,”
said Dr Said bin Khalifa al
Quraini, General Director of In-
vestment  Development at
OPAZ.

In a press statement, Quraini
stated that the new initiatives in-
clude the introduction of addi-
tional  electronic  services
designed to align with investors'
expectations and needs.

“A key component of these

efforts is the Investor Services
Project, recently undertaken by
the Authority to support invest-
ment attraction and foster an en-
vironment conducive to growth.”
The project aims to offer e-
government and operational ser-
vices to investors within the
authority's jurisdiction, utilising
state-of-the-art  technologies
and best international practices.
“The platform will further
streamline project establishment,
improve the efficiency and quality
of services for investors, and en-
hance their competitiveness.”
He also emphasised that the
new initiatives involve more co-

ordination with the specialists at
the Invest Oman Lounge. This
collaboration aims to strengthen
the lounge's role in attracting

strategic investments to the eco-

nomic, free, and industrial zones

overseen by the authority.
Additionally, OPAZ's plan in-

cludes promoting investment
opportunities at various local and
international events and making
optimal use of specialized com-
munication tools.

"“This year, the Authority orga-
nized several workshops involv-
ing specialists in the investment
development sector from both
OPAZ and the zones. These
workshops focused on providing
additional facilities for investors,
addressing their challenges, and
facilitating the exchange of expe-
riences. Additionally, the discus-
sions included strategies to
increase investment volumes in

targeted economic sectors

through the enhancement of ex-
isting work mechanisms,” he
added.

Quraini explained that the
new initiatives build on the suc-
cesses of the projects imple-
mented in 2023. These included
activating automatic licenses,
launching the comprehensive
service provider, establishing the
strategic project management
platform, enhancing the elec-
tronic land selection platform,
and streamlining various import
and export procedures. Notably,
the automatic licence initiative
enabled investors to obtain pro-
ject licenses in just 15 minutes.
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BoJ not to raise rates during unstable financial markets

Tokyo, Japan - The Bank of Japan
(BoJ) will keep its policy rate at
the current level to maintain
monetary easing and will not
raise it further when financial
markets are unstable, one of its
deputy chiefs said on Wednes-
day.

BoJ Deputy Governor Shinichi
Uchida also said in a speech in
Hokkaido, northern Japan, that
the recent pause in the yen's
weakening has ‘decreased’ up-
side risks to inflation via import
costs.

His comments, coming after

the BoJ raised its policy rate to
around 0.25% last month, im-
mediately sent the yen falling
versus the US dollar.

Financial markets had been
surprised by the central bank’s
hawkish tilt at its policy-setting
meeting on July 30 and 31.

Foreign exchange moves ap-
pear to be affecting prices more
and at a faster pace than before,
reflecting changing price-setting
behavior among Japanese firms,
he said.

“| believe that the bank needs
to maintain monetary easing

with the current policy interest
rate for the time being, with de-
velopments in financial and cap-

ital markets at home and abroad
being extremely volatile,” Uchida
said in his meeting with business

leaders in Hakodate.

US recession fears have rat-
tled global financial markets.
Japanese stocks took a severe
beating, with a rising yen accel-
erating the selling of exporter is-
sues that are sensitive to
currency swings.

Uchida said he himself be-
lieves that the United States will
make a ‘soft landing’. The BolJ is
monitoring market develop-
ments and their impact on eco-
nomic activity and prices in
Japan with ‘utmost vigilance' be-
cause stock prices affect corpo-

rate investment and private con-
sumption, he added.

If the economic and price out-
look changes as a result of such
market developments, “the path
of the policy interest rate will cer-
tainly change”, the deputy chief
said. BoJ board members have
expressed confidence about the
possibility of achieving its 2% in-
flation goal aided by wage
growth.

In the most recent projec-
tions, the BoJ expects the rate of
increase in core consumer prices,
a key gauge of inflation, to be

around 2% in the next few years.

Weakness in private con-
sumption, which accounts for
more than half of the economy,
has clouded the economic out-
look. The BoJ and the govern-
ment see strong domestic
demand as a crucial factor in
achieving a virtuous cycle of pay
and price hikes.

Uchida said private consump-
tion is expected to remain ‘re-
silient’, helped by rising wages.
Japan marked its first wage rise
in over two years in June.

Kyodo News

Vale sells 50% stake
initsOman
distribution centre

Muscat - Global mining giant,
Vale S A, through its subsidiary
Vale International S A, has
signed a binding agreement with
a subsidiary of Apollo Global
Management (Apollo), a leading
alternative asset management
and retirement services provider,
for a 50% equity stake in Vale
Oman  Distribution  Centre
(VODC) for US$600mn.

The transaction is expected to
close by the end of the second
half of 2024, subject to custom-
ary regulatory approvals. The
sale will maximize returns and
monetise Vale's existing assets
around the world.

VODC operates a maritime
terminal in Sohar Industrial Port,
featuring a large deep-water
jetty and an integrated blending
and distribution center with a
nominal capacity of 40mn
tonnes per year (Mtpy). Under
the agreed terms, Vale will con-
tinue to exert significant influ-
ence over VODC operations
under a joint control structure
with no effect on the organisa-
tional structure or work force.

Nasser al Azri, Chief Executive
Officer of Vale Oman, said, “The
deconsolidation of Vale Oman
Distribution Centre signifies an
important step forward that will
enable us to achieve our ambi-
tious long-term growth and ex-

pansion plans in the sultanate. It
underscores our commitment to
supporting the nation's eco-
nomic diversification strategy
and empowerment for social de-
velopment.”

He went on to explain, “Opti-
mising capital allocation through
an asset-light operating model
provides greater efficiency and
agility that strengthens our com-
petitiveness and strategic posi-
tion. This will enable us to
navigate market dynamic, capi-
talize on emerging opportunities
and solidify our leadership in the
industry.”

Vale will retain 100% owner-
ship and control of Vale Oman
Pelletizing Company (VOPC),
which plays a crucial role in the
production of high-quality iron
ore pellets used in steel produc-
tion and other industries, such as
construction, manufacturing and
technology.

Over the last 17 years, Vale
has significantly contributed to
the sultanate's evolving eco-
nomic landscape and delivered
sustainable social value by devel-
oping and exploring opportuni-
ties that generate jobs, train local
talent and drive the local supply
chain development. This latest
strategic transaction will rein-
force the nation's importance in
the global mining industry.

Embassy of the Republic of Cyprus in Muscat
Vacancy Announcement

Two Positions: Administrative/Clerk.

a) 1 permanent position

Sultanate of Oman
Duties:

(expenditure and revenue)

b) 1 tempaorary position (from 1/12/2024 - to 14/09/2025)

Qualifications: High School Diploma, (University Degree is an advantage).
excellent knowledge of both Arabic and English languages, computer
proficiency skills (Windows, Microsoft Office), previous experience in an
administrative and/or accounting position, familiarity with the rules and
regulations of the public sector in Oman and the regulations governing
tenders, strong communication and interpersonal skills, and any other
qualifications related to the position, including previous experience.
Clearance Certificate, attested by the Minkstry of Foreign Affairs of the

# Overview and reconcile the Embassy’s monthly and yearly ac counts

-

Prepare, overview and implement the Embassy’s monthly, annual and
mid-term budget.

Organize the Embassy's archives.

Perform the duties of the Personal Assistant to the Head of the
Diplarnatic Misshon,

Comply with and implement the Headquarters' directives in
accounting and administrative matters.

Prepare requests for tenders.

Provide administrative support to the Embassy’s staff (including
persennel matters).

Perform any other duties that may be assigned to him/her by the Head
of the Diplomatic Mission.

Salary: OMR B02.900 starting monthly gross salary

All applications accompanied by relevant documentation (CV and cover
lither) must be submitted by 1 September 2024 at 12:00 noon, at the fol-

lowing email: muscatembassy@mfa. gow.cy
Interested candidates need to indicate whether they will be applying for
both positions or one in particular,

Any applications received after that day and time will not be taken into
account,
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Al Anwar Investments SAOG

Post Box: 468, Postal Code: 131, Al Hamriya, Sultanate of Oman, Tel : +968 24692503/24692504, Fax: +968 24692507,
E-mail: info@alanwar.om, Website: www.alanwar.om

Dear Shareholders,

On behalf of the Board of Directors, | am pleased
to present the un-audited consclidated results of
Al Anwar Investments SAOG (AA) for the three -
month period ended on 30 June 2024,

Financial Overview of Al Anwar Investments
Group (“AAI")

The Company reported a net profit of OMR
679,000 for the three-month peried ended on 30
June 2024 as against a net profit of OMR 947,000
for the period ended on 30 June 2023,

The total comprehensive income for the three-
month period ended on 30 June 2024 was OMR
1,281,000 as against OMR 2,460,000 for the period
ended on 30 June 2023.

Met asset per share of the Group as of 30 June
2024 is 151 Baisas per share as against 159 Baisas
per share on 30th June 2023,

Investment update

1. Al Maha Ceramics SADG

The Company has reported revenue of OMR
1,296,730 for the three-month period ended on
31 March 2024 as compared with OMR 2,020,330
during the previous period, a decline of 36%. Met
Loss after tax for the period was OMR 549,590 as
compared to a profit of OMR 109,567 in the
previous period. This is primarily attributed to
several factors, including fierce competition from
imported tiles and increased logistics costs dueto
geopolitical tensions in the region. Additionally,
the company recorded a share of loss of OMR
433,057 from associate, Al Hael Ceramics LLC,
primarily due to delays in the commencement of
production of porcelain tiles.

2. Veltamp Energy SAOG

The Company has reported revenue of OMR
6,538,459 for the three-month period ended on
315 March 2024, as compared with OMR
447,607 during the previous period, an increase
of 46% mainly on account of strategic initiatives
taken on control of cost and better order book.
Met profit after tax (attributable to shareholders of
Parent Company) for the period was OMR 627,224
compared to net loss of OMR 607,896 in the
previous period as a result of improved cost of
sales,

AAl has sold its 4.68% stake in the company during
the first quarter and recorded a realised gain of
OMR 434,497, At the existing shareholding of 20%,
our Board believes that AAl is still having
significant influence on the company hence the
investment continues to be classified as an
Associate,

3. Arabia Faleon Insurance Company SADG
The Company has reported Insurance Revenue of
OMR 5,025,598 during the three -month period
ended on 31°7 March 2024 as compared to OMR
5,515,740 for the previous period, a decreased of
8.9%. The Net profit after tax for the period was
OMR 630,518 compared toloss of OMR 352,698 in
the previous period, a growth of 279%, due to the
improvement in the technical results and lower
claims recorded in Q1 2024 compared with same
quarter last year.

4. Al Ruwad International for Education
Services SAOC

The Company has reported lower revenue for the
three months period ended on 30 April 2024, This
is primarily due to lower number of students
enrolled in the school during academic year. The
school signed a Governance agreement with
Ellesmere College, UK on 4th November 2022, This
should improve the school’s competitive position
and support it in attracting higher number of
students in future years.

Directors’ Report

5. National Biscuits Industries Ltd. SAOG

The company recorded a Net Revenue of OMR
4,628,000 for the three months period ended on
31st March 2024 as compared to OMR 3,870,000
for the previous period, an increase of 19.6%. The
net profit after tax for the period was 314,000 as
compared to OMR 192,000 in the previous period,
an increase of 63.5%.

6. The National Detergent Co. SAOG

The Company has reported revenue of OMR
6,445,697 for the three-month period ended on
315" March 2024, as compared with OMR
5,600,752 for the previous period, a growth of
15%. Met profit for the period was OMR 394,791
compared to profit of OMR 151,013 in the
corresponding period of last year, an increase of
161%. The company exercised control over costs
including materials cost, which has contributed to
an improvement in the profitability of the
company compared to last year corresponding
period. The Company's flagship brand BAHAR is
miaintaining its market position in Oman. The sales
have also grown in both Oman as well in Export
markets during the period.

7. Oman Chlorine SADG

The Oman Chlorine Group (Consolidated) has
reparted revenue of OMR 8,555,000 for the three-
month period ended on 31 March 2024 as
compared with OMR 7,894,000 in the previous
period, a growth of 8.4%. The enhanced capacity
of the Plant coupled with maintaining the capacity
utilization at high level at 102.7% has enabled the
parent company to maintain its performance. Net
Profit (attributable to Parent Company
Shareholders) for the period was OMR 424,000 as
compared to profit of OMR 810,000 in the
previous period, a decline of 47.7%, due to decline
in caustic flakes prices globally, and increase in
finance cost as a result of increase interest rates
globally.

Future Qutlook

Oman's economy is expected to continue to

improve as oil prices recovers from the lows

witnessed in prior years. S&P Global Ratings has

revised Oman's rating outlook to positive from

stable, citing improving fiscal position, progress

on reforms and rising oil prices.

AAl has maintained a prudent and active

approach towards managing its investment

portfolic. Our objective this yearis to:

- continue to support and pro-actively manage
our investment companies and,

- take advantage of investment opportunities
available in the market

We are confident that AAl and its Group

companies will continue to play a pivotal role in

Oman's economic growth, create job

opportunities for Omani nationals.

Thanks, and Appreciation

©On behalf of the Board of Directors, | would like to
take this opportunity to express our greetings and
good wishes to His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin
Tarik, and pray to Allah to grant him and his
government success to lead the country and the
people to greater prosperity and progress,

The Board records its sincere appreciation to
Ministry of Commerce and Industry and
Investrment Promation, Capital Market Authority,
Muscat Stock Exchange, Bankers, Auditors for their
continued support to AAl and the group
companies.

| would also like to express my sincere
appreciation to the Board of Directors of all Al
Anwar associate companies for direction given to
the managements of the respective companies. |
place on record my sincere thanks and
appreciation for the dedicated efforts of the

management team and all employees of the group

companies.

| would also like to convey my sincere thanks to the
Shareholders of AAl for the confidence they have
reposed in the company and its Board.

For & on behalf of the Board of Directors of

Al Anwar Investments SAOG
Masoud Humaid Malik Al Harthy

Chairman

UNAUDITED CONSOLIDATED STATEMENTS OF
FINANCIAL POSITION

Audited
30 June 30 June 31 March
2024 2023 2024
OMR'0O00 OMROIO OMR'ODOD
Assets
Irvestment in associates 30,554 31057 3095
Investments at fair value 14,508 15,586 12,241
Property and other assets 2,274 2,308 2,274
Receivables and prepayrments 495 268 1.263
Cash and bank balances 453 423 B85
TOTAL ASSETS 48,284 49,642 47,778
Equity
Share capital 21,218 20,600 20,600
Legal reserve 4,674 4,603 4574
Fair value reserve 2,790 2665 2188
Retained earnings 3,443 4,808 4412
Equity attributable to
shareholders of Parent Company 32,125 3766 31,874
Liabilitias:
Bank bomowings 15988 16,488 15,725
Payables m IB8 179
TOTAL LIABILITIES 18,159 16,876 15,904
TOTAL EQUITY AND LIABILITIES 48,284 49,642 47,778
Met assets per shane attributable to
shareholders of the Parent
Company (in Baisas) 151 159 155

UNAUDITED CONSOLIDATED STATEMENTS OF
COMPREHENSIVE INCOME FOR THE THREE

MONTH PERIOD ENDED

20 June 30 June
2024 2023
OMRO00  OMR'000
Share of results of associates 406 52
Initerest incorme - 58
Realised Prafit 7 (loss) on sale of imsestrment 435
Met Increase / [decrease] in value of investment 278 1,274
Other income 13 1
Met income 1,132 1,395
Administrative expenses (116) (102)
Financing charges [245) (254)
Director fees and remuneration (92) (92)
Total expenses [453) [448)
Profit / (loss) for the period before tax G679 947
Imcoarmee tax =
Met profit / (loss) after tax for the period 679 047
Other comprehensive income (expense):
fterm tht wall mot be reclassified to profit or loss
Share of other comprehensive profit
! loss) of associates 124 30
MNet change in fair value of investments at faie
value through other comprehensive income 478 1,483
Other comprehensive profit for the period 602 1,513
Total comprehensive Income (loss) for the period
attributable to Equity holders of Parent Company 1,281 2460
Earnings profit (loss) per share attributable to
shareholders of Parent Company (in Baisas) 3 LY

Wotw: 1] The complete sccounts will be send by mail bo any shaecholders whao
sopusss Lham in arabic or englsh as requedtisd, within 7 days of recept of the request.
¥ Financial statements are avaslable on MY website.
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Alfardan Group and Oman
Sotheby's International Realty
announced the successful han-
dover of The Residences at The
St Regis Al Mouj Muscat Resort
to its owners on August 1, mark-
ing a significant milestone in the
luxury real estate market in the
Sultanate of Oman.

This landmark event marks
the debut of the iconic St Regis
branded residences in Oman, of-
fering residents all the nuances
that come with the ‘Live
Exquisite’ lifestyle.

Commenting on the success-
ful handover of The Residences,
Mohamed Sleiman, CEO of Al-
fardan Properties and Alfardan
Hospitality, stated: “The com-
pletion and handover of The St.
Regis Residences represent sig-
nificant achievements for us and
demonstrate our commitment
to delivering exceptional luxury
living experiences. We are con-
fident that these residences will
attract discerning buyers seek-
ing the pinnacle of elegance and
comfort.”

The Residences at The St.
Regis Al Mouj Muscat Resort, a
stunning architectural master-
piece nestled in the heart of Al

Mouj in Muscat, offer residents
an unparalleled lifestyle experi-
ence. This exclusive develop-
ment boasts a range of one-to
four-bedroom apartments and
townhouses, each meticulously
designed to embody the epit-
ome of luxury and sophistica-
tion.

Residents will have the privi-
lege of enjoying a wide variety of
services, including the legendary

St. Regis Butler Service, a 24-
hour concierge, and award-win-
ning dining outlets - Hakkasan,
Roberto's, Coya, Novikov, and
Em Sherif to name a few.

In addition, residents gain ac-
cess to world-class amenities,
featuring a private beach, multi-
ple swimming pools, a state-of-
the-art fitness center, and the
renowned Guerlain Spa as well
as an adjacent Golf Course.

Offering freehold ownership,
The St Regis residences present
an attractive investment oppor-
tunity for those seeking a pre-
mier address in Oman.

“"We have witnessed strong
demand from both local and in-
ternational buyers who recog-
nize the unique value offered by
this prestigious development.
This successful handover marks
the beginning of an exciting jour-

Residences at St Regis Al Mouj
Muscat handed over to owners

ney for the new homeowners,
who will now get to experience
the unparalleled luxury and ser-
vices that The St. Regis brand is
renowned for,” said Zhanna
Yerkozhanova, General Man-
ager of Oman Sotheby's Interna-
tional Realty, the exclusive sales
agency, in her immediate reac-
tion.

Ritovs, the proud new own-
ers, shared their thoughts on the
handover, saying “securing our
residence at The St Regis Al
Mouj Muscat Resort is a dream
come true”.

"The attention to detail, qual-
ity of construction, and luxurious
amenities have exceeded our
expectations. We are thrilled to
be part of such an exclusive
community, and we look for-
ward to enjoying the exceptional
lifestyle that comes with owning
a St Regis branded residence.”

The Residences at The St
Regis Al Mouj Muscat Resort is
more than just a residence; it is
a lifestyle. Owners will have the
opportunity to immerse them-
selves in the vibrant Al Mouj
area while enjoying the world-
class amenities and services of
the St Regis brand.

Sohar International
takes partin

Oman Jobs Fair

as silver sponsors

Sohar International, recognised
as Oman's best bank, proudly
participated as the Silver Spon-
sor at the Oman Jobs Fair 2024
that took place recently at the
Oman Convention and Exhibition
Center.

The event, held in collabora-
tion with the Ministry of Labour,
underscored the Bank's commit-
ment to the national objective of
workforce empowerment.

The fair, themed ‘Empowering
and Enhancing Talent in Line
with Oman Vision 2040’, aimed
to bridge the gap between fresh
graduates, seasoned profession-
als, and key employers, fostering
new career opportunities.

The Oman Jobs Fair 2024
was graced by H E Dr Mona
Salem al Jardani, Undersecretary
for Vocational Training in the
Ministry of Higher Education,
Scientific Research and Innova-
tion, as the Guest of Honour.

The event attracted senior ex-
ecutives from various public and
private organisations.

Sohar International's dedi-
cated booth garnered significant
attention from fresh graduates,
experienced professionals, and
job seekers, drawn by the Bank’s
longstanding reputation for ex-
cellence.

Commenting on the bank's
sponsorship, Mahira Saleh al
Raisi, Chief Human Resources
Officer at Sohar International,
said, “Sohar International recog-
nises the critical role that job fairs
play in bridging the gap between
job seekers and employers.
These events foster career de-
velopment and contribute to the
national objective of workforce
empowerment and economic
growth.”

At Sohar International, she
said, “we believe that human
capital is the foundation for
achieving strategic goals”.

Educating the workforce
about job opportunities and en-
suring the right people are
matched with suitable roles is
essential for holistic socio-eco-
nomic progress, Mahira re-
minded, while explaining that “by
supporting events like this and
facilitating direct interactions be-
tween potential employees and
employers, we help align talent
with opportunities that best fit
their skills and aspirations”.

“This alignment not only en-
hances individual career satisfac-
tion and productivity but also
strengthens the overall effi-
ciency, resilience, and competi-
tiveness of the economy,” she
added.

In addition to being a net-
working platform, the Oman
Jobs Fair played a pivotal role in
addressing career development
challenges and solutions, provid-
ing invaluable insights into job
market trends. The fair brought
together key enterprises to pre-
sent recruitment opportunities
and help job seekers to enhance
essential skills through work-
shops and face-to-face interview
preparations.

As such, the event reflected
Sohar International's efforts of
supporting the Youth to learn
further about Sohar Interna-
tional's Values and at the same
time to provide a Platform by
showcasing its brand, culture
and values, helping to attract
candidates who are aligned with
the bank’s mission and values.

Sohar International is com-
mitted to supporting initiatives
that nurture local talent, driving
both personal and national
growth. Through its continued
investment in human capital, the
bank aims to foster an environ-
ment where economic develop-
ment and social progress go
hand in hand.

BankDhofar sponsors ‘Maze’
event at Khareef Dhofar festival

BankDhofar, a leading financial
institution in the Sultanate of
Oman, announced its sponsor-
ship of the ‘Maze’ event at Kha-
reef Dhofar 2024, in line with the
bank's commitment to build re-
lationships with all members of
the society by creating unique
experiences that reflect the true
spirit of our Omani culture and
heritage.

This event also brings families
together to enjoy and spend an
unforgettable time, the bank
stated.

Participants have 15 minutes
of fun by navigating the maze,
earning points for successful
completion, increasing their
chances of winning the daily or
the grand prize of a new car. This
activity not only adds a challenge
to the participants but also pro-
motes the creation of long-last-
ing family memories.

“The bank seeks to build a
close relationship with its cus-
tomers through its partnership
with various activities that sup-
port both the government's and
the bank’s directions,” Said bin
Juma al Busaidi, Head of Market-

ing and Corporate Communica-
tions at BankDhofar, said.
Busaidi explained that the
‘Maze' is one of the activities that
creates an atmosphere of inter-
action and engagement between
members of the family or a group
of friends in an exceptional at-
mosphere amidst drizzle and fog,
noting that the bank seeks
through it to reach different cat-
egories in the family and provide
them with the best banking solu-
tions, as the bank keeps pace
with various digital develop-
ments through investments,

adopting innovative strategies to
improve customer experience,
simplify operational processes,
and provide a comprehensive set
of digital services.

“"Our customers can easily
view their financial activities and
manage their bank accounts
while enjoying the wonderful at-
mosphere of Dhofar governorate
through the mobile application,
which has a wide range of fea-
tures such as paying bills and in-
stant money transfers,” Busaidi
added.

“Customers can also open

new accounts through the “Inti-
lagah” application without the
need to visit a branch.”

The bank also recently
launched ‘Dhofar Pay' and ‘Sam-
sung Pay’, a service provided by
the bank to customers that al-
lows them to pay by swiping
their Android-enabled mobile
phones through the payment
machine at various points of sale
easily and securely without the
need to use a direct debit card.

Customers can also visit
BankDhofar and Dhofar Islamic
bank's 126 branch network
spread across the governorates
of Oman, in addition to 360
ATMs and cash deposit ma-
chines that operate around the
clock. The bank's strategy re-
volves around providing an ex-
ceptional and unigue experience
to customers through distinctive
and exclusive services and offers,
deepening existing relationships
and retaining them.

There are specialised bank ac-
counts for children, youth,
women, minors, the wealthy and
VIPs by providing financial and
need based investment advice.

Oman's Leelangika dance troupe
to perform in Tokyo dance festival

Jhumpa Chakraborty, the Direc-
tor of Leelangika along with her
young talented Kathak dancers
Aditi Guru, Aviva Shibu, Ma-
heeka Mahanta, Manvi Shanker,
Rupsa Mandal are all excited and
geared up to participate in the
Tokyo International Dance Festi-
val and Competition, to be held
in the Japanese capital on Au-
gust 11and 12.

Organised by International
Dance Council Tokyo section,
this international dance compe-
tition transcends all genres to
encourage dancers from all over
the world to overcome the barri-
ers of technique and language,
and work together to realise the
importance of World Peace - the
philosophy of Unesco.

Jhumpa and her troupe Lee-
langika has performed in the
India International Dance Festi-
valin 2015, held in Bhubaneswar,
the capital of the eastern Indian
state of Odisha; and at the
Bharath Nrityotsav in 2016, held
in the southern Indian port-city
of Vishakhapatnam.

Jhumpa has been awarded
the title ‘Natya Saradhi’ at the
Bharath Nrityotsav. She is a
member of the International

Council of Dance, which is a part
of the Unesco.

She along with her students
have performed at the 50th
World Dance Congress, held in
Athens, Greece, in 2017 and
bagged several awards at the
Dance World Cup 2018, held in
Mont Tremblant, Canada.

In 2022 Jhumpa along with
her students participated at the
Barcelona Dance Awards, held at
Barcelona, Spain and won the
first prize in Ethnic Dance Cate-

gory and also a special prize from
the Catalunya Theatre Jury for
the best choreography.

Leelangika students along
with  their Guru Jhumpa
Chakraborty were privileged to
perform at the 60th World
Dance Congress held at the Dora
Stratou Theatre, Athens, Greece
in July 2023 and also at the India
International Dance Festival held
in Bengaluru, the capital of the
southern Indian state of Kar-
nataka.
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Bangladesh: Interim leader
Yunus appeals to stay calm

Dhaka, Bangladesh - Muham-
mad Yunus issued a statement
to the people of Bangladesh on
Wednesday as he prepared to
become the country’s temporary
leader.

“| fervently appeal to every-
body to stay calm. Please refrain
from all kinds of violence,” the
Nobel laureate and microfinance
pioneer said.

"Be calm and get ready to
build the country. If we take the
path of violence everything will
be destroyed.”

“| congratulate the brave stu-
dents who took the lead in mak-
ing our Second Victory Day
possible, and to the people for
giving your total support to
them,” he added.

Yunus, 84, is expected to re-
turn to the capital, Dhaka, from
Europe on Thursday, having an-
swered a call by student
protesters to lead Bangladesh's
interim government.

The military said he would be
sworn in as interim leader on
Thursday.

Bangladesh has been without
leadership since its increasingly
authoritarian Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina resigned and fled
to India on Monday.

Hasina stepped down follow-
ing weeks of violent protests
against her rule, in particular, a
quota system for government
jobs that benefited the country's
elites.

Yunus conviction
overturned
A court in Bangladesh over-

Nobel laureate and microfinance pioneer Muhammad Yunus will be sworn in as interim leader on Thursday

MUHAMMAD YUNUS

turned a conviction against
Yunus on Wednesday, a day be-
fore he was set to take charge of
the interim government.

He was convicted in January
on a labour violation but was im-
mediately granted bail. He sub-
sequently left the country.

Three other colleagues of
Yunus also saw their convictions
overturned. All four had denied
the charges.

The court's decision came off
the back of accusations that
other courts had been used to

rubber-stamp decisions by Prime
Minister Hasina before her
ouster.

Authorities had hit Yunus
with more than 100 criminal
cases, but only the labour
charges were able to stick.

Hasina rivals

speak out

Former Prime Minister Khaleda
Zia, a longtime rival of Hasina
who has also been accused of
authoritarianism, spoke via vide-
olink after being released from

house arrest. She urged the
country to ‘uphold democracy,
not revenge politics’.

Tarique Rahman, acting pres-
ident of the former opposition
Bangladesh National Party who
is living in exile in London, called
on the country’s temporary lead-
ers to hold free elections as soon
as possible.

He also called for people to
‘resist taking the law into your
own hands' after reports of mob
violence.

DW

Laos: 14 Indian
youth rescued from
cyber-scam centres

Vientiane, Laos - The Indian
Embassy in Laos rescued 14
Indian youth from cyber-scam
centres in the Golden Triangle
Special Economic Zone (SEZ).
It further said that officials are
working tirelessly with Laos
authorities to ensure their safe
return back to India.

So far, 548 Indian youth
have been rescued, according
to the Indian Embassy in Laos.

In a post on X, the Indian
Embassy in Laos stated: “Em-
bassy rescues 14 more Indian
youth from cyber-scam cen-
tres in Golden Triangle SEZ.
Our officials work tirelessly
and closely with Lao authori-
ties to ensure their safe return
back to India. 548 Indian
youth rescued so far.”

It also issued an advisory
for Indian nationals regarding
job offers in Laos. It asked In-
dian nationals not to put
themselves at risk regarding
any job offers which may be
luring and forcing them into
committing cyber scams.

In a statement, the Indian
Embassy in Laos said: “In-
stances have come to our no-
tice recently wherein Indian
nationals are being lured for
employment through Thailand
in Lao People's Democratic
Republic (PDR) also known as
Laos.”

“These fake jobs are for
posts such as of ‘Digital Sales
and Marketing Executives' or
‘Customer Support Service' by
dubious companies involved
in call-centre scams and cryp-

tocurrency fraud in Golden
Triangle Special Economic
Zonein Laos. Agents in places
such as Dubai, Bangkok, Sin-
gapore and India associated
with these firms are recruiting
Indian nationals by taking a
simple interview and the typ-
ing test, and are offering high
salaries, hotel bookings along
with return air tickets and visa
facilitation,” it added.

The Indian Embassy in Laos
said that victims are illegally
taken across the border into
Laos from Thailand and held
captive to work in Golden Tri-
angle Special Economic Zone
in Laos under ‘harsh and re-
strictive conditions'.

“At times, they are taken
hostages by criminal syndi-
cates indulging in illegal activ-
ities and forced to work in
strenuous conditions under
constant physical and mental
torture.

“In some other cases, In-
dian workers have been
brought to Laos to work in
other regions of Laos in low-
cost jobs such as mining,
wood factory, etc. In most
cases, their handlers exploit
them and endanger theminil-
legal work. A number of Indi-
ans have been rescued under
very difficult conditions,” it
said. The Indian Embassy
noted that Lao authorities do
not issue work permits to In-
dian nationals traveling to
Laos on visas on arrival in
Thailand or Laos.

ANI

Nepal: Five
killed in
copter crash

Kathmandu, Nepal - A heli-
copter carrying five people
crashed in a forest outside
Nepal's capital Kathmandu,
killing all five passengers on
board, local police said.

Four of the crash’s vic-
tims are Chinese nationals,
with the pilot being a Nepali
citizen, according to local
police. The helicopter, an
Eurocopter AS350, had
taken off from Kathmandu
international airport, head-
ing towards the town of
Syabrubesi.

According to statement
by the Civil Aviation Au-
thority of Nepal, the heli-
copter had lost contact with
the tower just three minutes
after takeoff. Nepal-based
company Air Dynasty owns
the helicopter.

DW

Protecting minority religious places in Bangladesh

Dhaka, Bangladesh - In a touch-
ing show of solidarity amid tur-
bulent times, Bangladesh's
Muslim community has stepped
up to protect the country’s Hindu
temples and churches.

Muslim leaders and student
groups are actively guarding
these places of worship across
the country.

As political unrest persists,
student movement leaders in the
capital Dhaka have taken on the
responsibility of protecting
Hindu temples and churches.

Anjum Ahmed, a student
protester at Dhaka University,
told Anadolu that ‘miscreants
are systematically targeting var-
ious public and private institu-
tions to discredit the students’
movement'.

“Some of them have targeted
houses and temples of minority
Hindus as well, but we are on
vigilance to make sure that does-
n't happen,” said Ahmed.

Even students from Islamic

seminaries (madrassas) keep a
vigilant eye on Hindu households
and temples.

Tareque Ahmed, a seminary
student, asked a few of his
friends to form community secu-

rity groups because there were
no police on the scene to keep an
eye on Hindu households for
their safety.

“"We want to make sure that
there is no communal violence,”

he said.

Over 13mn Hindus live in the
South Asian country with a pop-
ulation of over 171mn. Besides,
Buddhists and Christians are also
living in the country.

Concerns over minorities'
safety came amid political and
social chaos in the country due to
weeks of protests that led to the
fall of former Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina's government on
Monday.

Hasina on Monday fled to

ANJUM AHMED

India, which lauded minority-
safety measures taken by
Bangladeshi organisations.

“"We are also monitoring the
situation with regard to the sta-
tus of minorities,” Indian Foreign
Minister S Jaishankar told parlia-
ment on Tuesday.

“There are reports of initia-
tives by various groups and or-
ganisations to ensure their
protection and well-being,” Jais-

hankar said.

According to the religiopoliti-
cal Jamaat-e-Islami party, volun-
teers of its student wing, Chhatra
Shibir, are ‘guarding the temples
of the Hindu brothers' to ensure
that 'no one can destroy commu-
nal harmony'.

“They also discussed (with)
the Hindu community people
about their safety and security,”
the party said on X.

Jaishankar said: “We wel-
come that, but will naturally re-
main deeply concerned till law
and order is visibly restored.”

A transitional government led
by Nobel Laureate Muhammad
Yunus has been named.

Anadolu Agency

New Delhi, India - Leader of Op-
position Rahul Gandhi on
Wednesday speaking in Lok
Sabha on the landslides in Ker-
ala's Wayanad urged the Cen-
tral government to declare it a
‘national disaster’, provide a
comprehensive rehabilitation
package for those affected and
enhance the compensation
given to people.

“| visited Wayanad with my
sister some days back and saw
firsthand the devastation, pain,
and suffering resulting from this
tragedy. More than 200 people
are dead, and many are missing,
but the eventual casualty count
is expected to be over 400,"
Rahul Gandhi said.

The Congress leader com-

Leader of Opposition Rahul Gandhi speaks during the parliament session, in New Delhi on Wednesday (aNi

mended the work of various de-
partments who were working in
the search and rescue efforts in

the area.
"It is nice to see that all com-
munities came together and

helped,” he said. "l urge the
Union Government to provide a
comprehensive rehabilitation

ndia:; Call to declare Wayanad landslides as

package, enhance the compen-
sation that people are receiving
and declare the Wayanad land-
slides a national disaster,” Rahul
Gandhi said in the lower house
of Parliament.

Gandhi commended the
work of the Union and Kerala
state government along with
personnel of the NDRF, SDREF,
Army, Navy, Cost Guard, Fire
Department and others and as-
sistance from the neighbouring
states including Karnataka,
Tamil Nadu and Telangana.

Rescue operations by the In-
dian Air Force, Army and state
authorities are underway in the
landslide-affected Wayanad re-
gion of Kerala on Wednesday.

The rescue and relief opera-

nationa

tions in landslide-hit areas of
Kerala's Wayanad entered their
ninth consecutive day on
Wednesday.

"Collaborative rescue opera-
tions conducted by the IAF,
IA and state authorities are on-
going in the landslide-affected
Wayanad region. A specialised
team of soldiers, along with the
Army, was airlifted by an IAF
from Kalpetta to Chaliyar River,”
PRO Defence Kochi posted on X.

Woayanad's Chooralmala and
Mundakkai were hit by massive
landslides on July 30, claiming
over 300 lives and creating
widespread property damage.

Earlier on Wednesday, a spe-
cial team consisting of six
trained army personnel, four

disaster

SOGs (Special  Operation
Groups) of Kerala Police, two
forest officers and a dog squad
left for the Sunrise Valley of

Soojippara waterfalls in
Wayanad to carry out a search
operation.

“In continuation of yester-
day's. operation, today we are
also sending a team. We are in-
cluding a cadaver dog and its
handler. It is a 13-member team.
We want to go some more
downstream. Yesterday, four
kilometres were covered. Today,
we are trying to cover some
more areas. We will maximum
try to cover downstream,”
Taposh Basumatary, Superin-
tendent of Police, SOG, told ANI.
ANI
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US, China stage concurrent exercises in the South China Sea

Manila, The Philippines - The
Philippines, the United States,
Canada and Australia jointly
staged naval and air exercises in
the South China Sea on
Wednesday, as Beijing launched
its own patrols in the region.

The South China Sea is dis-
puted between China and the
Philippines, as well as Taiwan,
Vietnam, Malaysia and Brunei.

The conflict has reached a
flashpoint between Beijing and
Manila in recent months, with a
number of collisions and con-
frontations occurring on the
water.

A spokesperson for the
Philippine navy said the exer-
cises were not directed at any
country but instead are ‘a col-
lective expression of support for
a rules-based international
order’.

Testing military
interoperability
The US routinely conducts free-
dom of navigation operations in
the South China Sea, nearly the
entirety of which China claims
as its own territory.

In a joint statement on
Wednesday, the Philippine, US,

Canadian and Australian com-
manders said their two-day ex-
ercises ‘underscore our shared

dedication to upholding interna-
tional law and the rules-based
order'.

“The naval and air force units
of participating nations will op-
erate together, enhancing coop-

eration and interoperability be-
tween our armed forces,” they
added.

“The activity will be con-
ducted in a manner that is con-
sistent with international law
and with due regard to the
safety of navigation and the
rights and interests of other
states.”

China tests joint
strike capabilities

The Philippine and allied exer-
cises coincided with a Chinese
air and sea patrol near the Scar-
borough Shoal.

The shoal is located some
240km (150 miles) west of the
Philippines’ main island of Luzon
and nearly 900km from the
nearest major Chinese land
mass of Hainan province.

The Chinese military’'s South-
ern Theatre Command said it
had ‘organised a joint combat
patrol in the sea and air space’
near the area.

It said the patrol tested ‘the
reconnaissance and early warn-
ing, rapid mobility, and joint
strike capabilities of theatre
troops'.

DW

'‘Our campaign is fight for future': Harris
in first rally with running mate Tim Walz

Kamala Harris
stated that
Tim Walz is
the partner
her campaign
has been
seeking

Washington, D.C., US - US Vice
President Kamala Harris has de-
scribed her campaign as 'not just
a fight against former US Presi-
dent Donald Trump' but a ‘fight
for our future’, CNN reported.
She said that she is fighting for
affordable housing, child care,
and healthcare.

The Democratic Party's pres-
idential candidate, Kamala Har-
ris, made the remarks at her first
rally with running mate Tim
Walz.

“This campaign, our cam-
paign, it's not just a fight against
Donald Trump. Our campaign,
this campaign, is a fight for the
future,” Harris said in a rally in
Philadelphia.

She stated: “We fight for a fu-
ture where we bring down prices
that are still too high and lower
the cost of living for American
families so that they have the
chance not just to get by but to
get ahead.” Her running mate,
Minnesota Governor Tim Walz
stood behind her and cheered for
her.

The Democratic Party's presidential candidate Kamala Harris attending her first rally with running mate Tim Walz, in Philadelphia

Kamala Harris said she set out
to ‘find a partner who can help
build this brighter future' and
turned to introduce Walz to the
audience. She stated that he is
the partner her campaign has
been seeking.

She called Democrats ‘under-
dogs in the race’ and noted that
the party has the momentum.

Harris said: “Listen, we also need
to level set.”

Harris stated: “We are the un-
derdogs in this race, but we have
the momentum, and | know ex-
actly what we are up against.”

She said Pennsylvania Gover-
nor Josh Shapiro, who was one of
the finalists to be her running
mate, will help Democrats se-

cure victory in a key state in
November, CNN reported.

She called Shapiro ‘a dear
friend and an extraordinary
leader’. Josh Shapiro made the
remarks just before Harris and
Tim Walz addressed the crowd
at the rally. Walz said the Demo-
cratic Party will win Pennsylvania
with Shapiro's help.

At the rally, Kamala Harris
said: I stand before you today to
proudly announce | am now, of-
ficially, the Democratic nominee
for president of the United
States.” She said: “And so, now
we got some work to do. We
need to move to the general
election and win that.”

Harris’' remarks came as the

Democratic Party announced
that US Vice President Kamala
Harris and Minnesota Governor
Tim Walz are officially the
Democratic nominees for presi-
dent and vice president. The
Democratic National Committee
announced that Harris won the
presidential nomination.

She is the first woman of

colour and the first Asian Amer-
ican to lead a major party ticket.
Harris won 99 per cent of the
vote, according to the Demo-

cratic National Committee
(DNO).
Harris recalled her back-

ground growing up in California,
contrasting that with the up-
bringing of her new running
mate, Tim Walz, who was raised
in Nebraska, CNN reported.
Kamala Harris said: “We both
believe in lifting people up, not
knocking them down.” She said:

KAMALA HARRIS

“We both know the vast majority
of people in our country have so
much more in common than
what separates them."”

Harris said: “We are running
a campaign on behalf of all
Americans and when elected,
we will govern on behalf of all
Americans.”
ANI

Bangkok, Thailand - Thailand's
Constitutional ~ Court  on
Wednesday ordered the disso-
lution of the Move Forward
Party over its proposal to
weaken a lese-majeste law that
bans any criticism of the royal
family, who are still held in ex-
tremely high regard by many
across Thailand.

The party's leaders will also
be banned from politics for ten
years, including charismatic
former frontman Pita Lim-
jaroenrat. Move Forward had
won a majority in legislative
elections in 2023, but the
party's anti-establishment
message earned the ire of
country's powerful conserva-
tives, military, and network of
wealthy families.

Move Forward had also pro-
moted a reform of the armed
forces and pledged to break up
powerful monopolies. Some
140 former party members will
be allowed to keep their seats
in parliament and are expected

Thailand: Court dissolves
opposition Move Forward

to form a new party. Judge
Punya Udchachon said the
nine-member panel had made
the decision ‘unanimously’.

Shaky political
landscape
Despite their election victory
last year, the party’s powerful
rivals were able to form a bloc
that effectively prevented
Move Forward from forming a
government.

Move Forward had been ac-
cused of undermining Thai-
land's system of governance

with the king as head of state.

It had been ordered to drop
the lese-majeste reform pro-
posal in a separate ruling by the
same court six months ago, and
subsequently dropped the pro-
posal from its platform.

However, the Election Com-
mission still pressed for the
party’s dissolution. The verdict
came amid other cracks in
Thailand's political landscape.

Prime  Minister Srettha
Thavisin, of the ruling populist
Pheu Thai party, faces dis-
missal by the same court over
appointing a cabinet minister
who was once jailed over
bribery charges.

Thavisin and the royalist es-
tablishment have been in an
uneasy truce since he came to
power last year.

The case against Thavisin
was launched by 40 military-
appointed senators. Thailand
was ruled by a military junta
from 2014 to 2019.

DW

Ethiopia reels under kidnappings for ransom

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia - On the
morning of July 2nd 2024, three
public buses carrying over 160
school students were travelling
to Ethiopia's capital, Addis
Ababa, for the summer holidays.
Most of the students were from
Debark University in the Amhara
region.

At approximately 10am, gun-
men intercepted the buses near
Garba Guracha town in Oromia
province - around 155km north of
Addis Ababa. They kidnapped
the students and took them to a
remote area where the Oromo
Liberation Army (OLA) is be-
lieved to operate.

Two days after the incident,
the families of the kidnapped
students were contacted for
ransom.

"I received a call from my sis-
ter on Friday July 4th after not
hearing from her for two days,” a
sister of one of the kidnapped
students told DW.

“The phone call was inter-
rupted, but the kidnappers later
called me themselves, demand-
ing 500,000 Ethiopian Birr
(ETB) (US$6,200) for her re-
lease,” she added.

Another family from Hawassa
received a ransom demand of
700,000 ETB. “We cannot af-
ford to pay such a large amount,”
said the elder brother of a kid-
napped student.

Confusing families

A week after the kidnapping, the
Oromia regional state an-
nounced that 160 of the 167 kid-
napped students had been
released through a government
operation coordinated with local
residents.

“"We managed to release 160
students and are still working to
free the remaining seven,” said
regional  spokesman  Hailu

Adugna.

However, the families of the
kidnapped students dispute this
claim. “While listening to the
government's statement, | was
talking to my sister, who was still
in the kidnappers' hands,” said
the sister of one of the students.

The elder brother
Hawassa also expressed skepti-
cism: "We have seen nothing to
support the government's state-
ment. Where are the released
students, including my sister?”

While students have fre-
quently been targeted, workers
from various industries, including
cement and sugar factories, as
well as civil servants and farm-

from

ers, have also been kidnapped
and held for ransom.

Despite the best efforts of vic-
tims' families, kidnappings still
often end in tragedy. In mid-June
in the town of Kemise in the
Ambhara region, a driver in his
30s was kidnapped. His kidnap-
pers initially demanded a ransom
of 2mn ETB, which the man's fa-
ther negotiated down to
500,000 ETB.

After paying the ransom, the
father received no further con-
tact. A few days later, his son's
body was found a few kilometres
from town.

“They killed my son after re-
ceiving the ransom,” the father
told DW.

The 2020 kidnapping of 17
students from Dembidollo Uni-
versity in Oromia marked the be-
ginning of a troubling trend in
Ethiopia. As the country recovers
from the Tigray War, which
ended in 2022, and grapples with
an ongoing civil conflict, many
Ethiopians are raising concerns
over the ability of Prime Minister
Abiy Ahmed's administration to
address the security crisis.

DW
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Haniyeh killed by 2 Mossad-recruited
Iranian revolutionary guards: Report

Istanbul, Turkey - An explosive
device was placed under the bed
of assassinated Hamas leader Is-
mail Haniyeh by two Iranians re-
cruited by Israeli spy agency
Mossad, according to a recent
report.

The two Iranians involved
were members of the Ansar al-
Mahdi security unit of the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps, the
very group responsible for pro-
tecting the building and its
guests, according to the Jewish
Chronicle.

“The Iranians themselves re-
alised this after the assassina-
tion, when the guards were seen
on security camera footage on
the day of the assassination
moving stealthily in the hallway
towards the room where
Haniyeh planned to stay, open-
ing the door with a key and en-
tering the room," the report said.

“Three minutes later the
guards (who were offered a six-
figure sum each as well as imme-
diate relocation to a northern
European country) were cap-
tured on camera calmly leaving
the room, going down the stairs
towards the main entrance of the
building, leaving and then getting
into a black car.”

The parking lot guard identi-
fied them and opened the gate
without any inquiry and an hour
later, they were extracted from
Iran by the Mossad, it said.

Tensions are running high in the Middle East following the July 31 assassination of Hamas political chief Ismail Haniyeh in the Iranian capital Tehran

After deciding to proceed with
Haniyeh's assassination, the
Mossad was looking for an op-
portune moment to execute the
plan.

And it was when Haniyeh re-
ceived an invitation to Tehran for
the inauguration of new Iranian
President Masoud Pezeshkian.

“The Mossad, with the assis-

tance of intelligence unit 8200
(the IDF unit responsible for
clandestine operations), inter-
cepted phone calls between the
organisers of the inauguration
and the invited guests.”

“When Haniyeh confirmed his
arrival, the Mossad began exe-
cuting the plan; eliminate
Haniyeh in the guest house

where he usually stayed during
his visits to Tehran,” it said.
Tensions are running high in
the Middle East following the
July 31 assassination of Hamas
political chief Ismail Haniyeh in
the Iranian capital Tehran and Is-
rael's assassination of senior
Hezbollah commander Fuad

Shukr in Beirut.

Hamas and Iran have accused
Israel of carrying out Haniyeh's
assassination, while Tel Aviv has
not confirmed or denied its re-
sponsibility. Iran vowed a 'harsh
punishment’ for Israel in retalia-
tion for the assassination of
Haniyeh on its soil.

Lebanon's Hezbollah group is
also expected to retaliate after

Israel assassinated Shukr in an
airstrike on a southern suburb of
Beirut on July 30.

The escalation comes amid an
ongoing Israeli offensive in Gaza
which has killed nearly 40,000
Palestinians following Hamas's
October 7 attack last year.

Meanwhile, a media report
said on Wednesday that Israel
had informed the US administra-
tion that it was behind the assas-
sination of Ismail Haniyeh.

“While Israel has declined to
comment on Haniyeh's killing, it
informed US officials immedi-
ately afterward that it was re-
sponsible,” the Washington Post
reported, quoting three people
familiar with the White House's
thinking, but without mentioning
their names.

“White House officials re-
sponded with surprise and out-
rage to Haniyeh's assassination,
which they saw as a setback to
their months-long quest to se-
cure a ceasefire in Gaza,” the
newspaper said.

Anadolu Agency

Niger cuts
diplomatic
ties with
Ukraine

Kigali, Rwanda - Niger an-
nounced on Tuesday an
‘immediate’ end to its diplo-
matic  relations  with
Ukraine over Kyiv's alleged
support of Malian ‘terrorist
groups'.

The move came days
after Mali severed relations
with Ukraine over the same

accusation.
In a statement on na-
tional television, Niger's

government spokesperson
Colonel Amadou Abdra-
mane said the matter would
be referred to the UN Secu-
rity Council as a case of
‘Ukrainian aggression'.

The diplomatic impasse
follows a defeat of the
Malian Armed Forces dur-
ing clashes with separatist
rebels at the end of July.

Mali announced on Sun-
day that it was cutting off
diplomatic relations with
Ukraine following an admis-
sion of Ukrainian involve-
ment in a recent deadly
terrorist attack in the West
African country.

The Malian army admit-
ted on Monday that it had
suffered a high death toll
following clashes in Tinza-
ouaten in the north of the
country.

Anadolu Agency

Hamas led by Yahya Sinwar
to continue ceasefire talks

Istanbul, Turkey - Hamas will
continue Gaza ceasefire negotia-
tions after the selection of Yahya
Sinwar as its new political chief, a
group leader said on Wednesday.

“The negotiations were man-
aged by the leadership, and Sin-
war was not far from the
negotiation process. He was part
of its details,” Osama Hamdan
told Anadolu.

Hamas named Sinwar as its
new political chief on Tuesday to
succeed Ismail Haniyeh, who was
assassinated in Tehran on July 31.

“The negotiation process will
continue,” Hamdan affirmed.

“The problem was not Hamas,
but Israel, (Prime Minister Ben-
jamin) Netanyahu, and the US,
which was not sincere in its me-
diation or in its attempt to push
for a ceasefire.”

For months, the US, Qatar and
Egypt have been trying to reach
an agreement between Israel and
Hamas to ensure a prisoner ex-
change and ceasefire and allow
humanitarian aid to enter Gaza
Strip. But mediation efforts have
been stalled due to Netanyahu's

Hamas' new leader Yahya Sinwar

OSAMA HAMDAN

refusal to meet Hamas's de-
mands to stop the war.

‘Flexible’ Sinwar

Hamdan said Hamas will remain
committed to working for a
ceasefire, full Israeli withdrawal,

ending the siege, rebuilding the
enclave and swapping prisoners.
Sinwar ‘will continue moving in
this direction’, he added.

“Sinwar has a high degree of
flexibility in managing public af-
fairs and preserves the rights of
the Palestinian people.”

Sinwar is on lIsrael’s kill list,
with Tel Aviv accusing him of
masterminding the group’s Octo-
ber 7 attack last year, which
prompted Israel to launch a dev-
astating military campaign in the
Gaza Strip that has killed more
than 39,600 people, according to
local health authorities.

Hamas has been flexible in
talks to reach a ceasefire deal in
Gaza, Hamdan said.

“Netanyahu knows well that
his attempts for evading will not
work,” he said. “If assassinating
Haniyeh was one of Netanyahu's
goals to change the course of the
negotiations, he is delusional. The
basis of the negotiations is fixed,
and the men who negotiated
under Haniyeh will continue to
work with Sinwar.”

Anadolu Agency

Gaza's children face diseases in camps

Deir Al-Balah, Palestine - Hun-
dreds of Palestinian families who
have fled Israeli attacks and
sought refuge in Deir al-Balah in
the central Gaza Strip are ex-
posed to various diseases in
tents lacking hygienic conditions.

Due to the extreme over-
crowding of the camps, lack of
hygiene, and the accumulation
of wastewater in the area, Gazan
children are visiting the health
tent in the area with complaints
of skin diseases, scabies, and
rashes. Palestinian doctors
working in the health tent are
trying to treat the children with
limited resources.

Speaking to Anadolu, Doctor
Samih Ahmed, who works in the
health tent, said that few volun-
teer health workers are providing
services to the displaced Gazans
who have taken refuge in the
camp.

With the population in the
camp increasing and the infras-
tructure in the area destroyed,
wastewater has reached living
areas, said Ahmed, warning that
hygienic conditions cannot be
ensured in the region where ac-
cess to water is limited.

As a result, epidemic skin dis-

Palestinians who have sought refuge in Deir al-Balah are exposed to diseases in tents lacking hygienic conditions

eases such as scabies, chicken-
pox, and rashes have increased
among Gazans, he said.

Ahmed underlined that the
wastewater flowing from the
streets and seeping into the tents
has caused an increase in in-
sects, leading to various dis-
eases. With the arrival of the
summer season, there have been
many cases of skin burns,
Ahmed noted.

Meanwhile, the Israeli army

killed 24 more Palestinians in at-
tacks in the Gaza Strip, taking the
overall death toll to 39,677 since
last October 7, the Health Min-
istry in the enclave said on
Wednesday.

A ministry statement added
that some 91,645 others have
been injured in the assault.

“Israeli forces killed 24 people
and injured 10 others in two
‘massacres’ against families in
the last 24 hours,” the ministry

also said. “Many people are still
trapped under rubble and on the
roads as rescuers are unable to
reach them,” it added.

Flouting a UN Security Coun-
cil resolution demanding an im-
mediate ceasefire, Israel has
faced international condemna-
tion amid its continued brutal of-
fensive on Gaza since an
October 7, 2023 attack by the
Palestinian group Hamas.
Anadolu Agency

UK braces

London, UK - UK officials and po-
lice are bracing for more violent
events and disorder across the
country on Wednesday, with
riots being planned by far-right
groups in more than 30 locations.
British Prime Minister Keir
Starmer said he expects many of
the far-right rioters convicted
after the recent widespread vio-
lent disorder to be sentenced by
the end of the week, as police
prepare for 30 more gatherings
planned throughout the day, par-
ticularly at 8pm (1900GMT).
Starmer, who has repeatedly
warned that those involved in
violent disorder will face the
full force of the law, also
warned social media compa-
nies against acting irresponsi-
bly by inciting violence and

spreading false information.
However, the violent disorder
in towns and cities across Eng-
land has continued as dozens of
new gatherings are expected to
take place in various cities, in-
cluding the capital London.
Cities like Oxford, Liverpool,
Middlesbrough, Sheffield, and
Stoke are among the locations
already announced by far-right
users on various social media
platforms for Wednesday's gath-
ering. Tamworth and Rotherham,
where rioters targeted hotels
housing asylum-seekers a few
days ago, are also among the lo-
cations for Wednesday's riots.
Meanwhile, heads of
mosques in West Midlands have
warned against reactive violence
as some communities plan to

hold counter-protests to protect
streets from rioters.

A similar message was also
issued by Haniya Adam of Green

Lane masjid in Birmingham in the
light of messages and threats on
social media.

“"Our messaging was very

clear: allow the police to do their
work. We don't use the language
of violence. Our first response is
to pray, to call on a higher being

for more far-right violence as riots planned in more than 30

and ask for protection for every-
one in the country,” he said on
Tuesday. Qari Asim, the chair of
the Mosques and Imams Na-
tional Advisory Board also said
they have issued guidance that
‘none should take the law into
their own hands'.

“It's the job of the police and
other authorities to protect indi-
viduals and mosques, and we
should support them rather than
become a hindrance,” said Asim.

Anas Altikriti, the CEO and
founder of the Cordoba Founda-
tion, also called for not to cause
harm or damage.

“Let’s not give them the plea-
sure. Let's make absolutely sure
that we act according to our
faith, according to our religion,”
he noted, referring to those who

locations

‘would love nothing more than to
see Muslims act violently and
break the law'. Altikriti also called
on Muslims to report every sin-
gle crime, incident, and attack,
whether verbal or physical.

The UK has been in turmoil for
days, with violent far-right rioters
spewing racist and Islamophobic
vitriol targeting Muslims, minor-
ity groups, and migrants.

The riots were fuelled by false
claims spread online that the
suspect arrested for the July 29
fatal stabbing of three children in
Southport was a Muslim asylum
seeker. The attacker has since
been identified by authorities as
Axel Rudakubana, a 17-year-old
teenager born in Cardiff to
Rwandan parents.

Anadolu Agency



KHELIF VOWS TO MAKE
ARAB WORLD PROUD

Algerian boxer storms into
final amid gender row

Paris, France - Imane Khelif, one
of the two boxers at the heart of a
gender dispute at the Paris
Olympics, vowed on Tuesday to
put the controversy behind her
and make Algeria and the Arab
world proud.

Khelif delivered a flawless per-
formance against Thailand's Jan-
jaem Suwannapheng to reach the
final of the welterweight category
in front of the massed Algerian
fans at a repurposed Court
Philippe Chatrier.

When Khelif was announced
as the winner, the crowd, waving
Algerian flags and scarves, let out
an ear-splitting roar.

“l don't want to talk about the
controversy,” Khelif told re-
porters.

Khelif, a silver medallist at the
2022 world championships, and
Taiwanese boxer Lin Yu-ting have
been in the spotlight at the Paris
Games as part of a storm that has
dominated headlines and been
the subject of much discussion on
social media platforms.

Khelif and Lin were disqualified
by the International Boxing Asso-
ciation from the 2023 World

Championships in New Delhi,
with the body saying in a sham-
bolic press conference on Mon-
day that a sex chromosome test
had ruled both of them ineligible.

Khelif and Lin are competing in
the Olympics after the Interna-
tional  Olympic  Committee
stripped the IBA of its status as
the sport's governing body in
2023 and took control of organis-
ing the boxing in Paris. The 10C
has rejected the results of the
IBA-ordered tests as arbitrary and
illegitimate, saying there was no
reason to conduct them.

At these Games, the 10C is
using boxing eligibility rules that
were applied at the 2016 and
2021 Olympics which do not in-
clude gender testing.

It was all about boxing for Khe-
lif on Tuesday.

"“Everyone, the crowd was full
of fans and all Algerians and the
Arab world must be proud. | hope
| can also make them proud in my
final match,” she said.

"All that matters is for me to be
at my best level. | know I'm a great
athlete, | just hope people enjoyed
watching my match.”

Algerian president Abdelmad-
jid Tebboune wrote on X: “Thank
you, Imane, for making all Algeri-
ans happy, with this strong and
wonderful qualification for the
final. The most important thing
has been achieved, and God will-
ing will be crowned with Gold. All
Algerians are with you.”

In a cautious first round, both
boxers attempted to keep their
distance and engaged sparingly,
but Khelif used her jab to better

Idon't want to talk about the
controversy. All that matters is for
me to be at my best level. I know I'm
a great athlete, I just hope people
enjoyed watching my match.

Algeria's Imane Khelif celebrates her victory against Thailand's Janjaem Suwannapheng

effect than her Thai opponent.

Suwannapheng  connected
with a big right hand in the sec-
ond, but the rangy Algerian's ex-
cellent technique allowed her to
keep landing shots and sweep the
judge's scorecards.

Khelif threw caution to the
wind and went after Suwan-
napheng in the final round,
peppering her with jarring shots
to claim the win by unanimous
decision.

Bahrain's Yavi dethrones Uganda’'s Chemutai in steeplechase

Paris, France - Bahrain's Winfred
Yavi won the women's Olympic
3,000 metres steeplechase gold
medal on Tuesday, dethroning
Uganda's Peruth Chemutai who
had to settle for silver.

Yavi jumped for joy after
crossing the line, having over-
taken Chemutai with an explo-
sive final sprint that left the
Ugandan who had led most of
the race unable to respond.

Chemutai was in shock after
Yavi, 24, stole the finish to add
the Olympic title to last year's
world championship, setting an
Olympic record time of 8 min-
utes 52.76 seconds.

“This is like a dream come
true. It's something special,” Yavi
told reporters. “It means a lot to

Bahrain's Winfred Yavi celebrates winning gold in 3,000 metres steeplechase

me and also to the country.”

Kenyan 20-year-old Faith
Cherotich, ranked third in the
world, claimed bronze on her
Olympic debut.

As the crowd in the Stade de
France raised the noise, Chemu-
tai and Yavi, 24, pulled ahead of
the pack to begin their head-to-
head battle over the last 100 me-
tres. Ultimately, it was Yavi who
had the greater stamina to cross
the line first, arms outstretched
to embrace victory.

Having switched allegiance
from Kenya to Bahrain at the age
of 15, she becomes the third
competitor to win athletics gold
for her country at the Olympics.

And she celebrated her
achievement by dancing and

screaming her delight, with
Chemutai and the rest of her op-
ponents strewn, exhausted and
dejected, across the track.

Kenya's Beatrice Chepkoech
took an early lead and was shoul-
der-to-shoulder with Chemutai
but faded in the last lap and
ended sixth, while France's Alice
Finot celebrated her fourth-place
finish in a very fast race.

Chepkoech, 33, holds the
world record of 8:44.32 but has
never won an Olympic medal in
the event.

In Tokyo, it was Chemutai
who delivered the upset and took
the gold from favourite Chep-
koech to become the first Ugan-
dan woman to win an Olympic
medal in any sport.

Brazil stun world champions Spain
toreach women’s football final

Paris, France - Brazil reached the
Olympic women's football final
as they claimed a stunning 4-2
win over world champions Spain
in Marseille on Tuesday and will
face the United States for the
gold medal.

Playing their sixth Olympic
semi, Brazil capitalised on a num-
ber of Spanish defensive mis-
takes to reach Saturday's final at
Parc des Princes where they will
seek a maiden title against four-
time champions U.S..

Brazil prevailed despite being
without captain and all-time
leading goalscorer Marta, who
received a two-match ban after a
red card in a 2-0 loss to Spain in
their final group stage game.

They went ahead six minutes
in after an attempted clearance
by Spain keeper Cata Coll de-
flected off captain Irene Paredes
into her own net.

The South Americans doubled
their lead thanks to a Gabi Por-
tilho effort following a superb
pass from Yasmim in the final

Brazil's Kerolin (C) celebrates with teammates after scoring against Spain

seconds of the first half.

Captain Adriana made it 3-0
with a close-range header after a
fast counter attack in the 72nd
minute before an own goal from
Duda Sampaio reduced the
deficit five minutes from time.

Brazil substitute Kerolin stole
possession and found the net to
seal the rout early in stoppage
time before Spain's Salma Paral-
luelo grabbed a consolation in the
final minutes. “We went in with a
plan and trusted (coach) Arthur

completely,” Kerolin told Brazilian
broadcaster Globo after Brazil
reached their first Olympic final
in 16 years.

“| can only congratulate the
girls, who went in with great de-
termination.”

Kellie Harrington celebrates
on the podium after winning
gold in the lightweight
category

Harrington
retires after
winning gold

Paris, France - Kellie Har-
rington beat Yang Wenlu of
China by split decision in the
final of the lightweight cate-
gory at the Paris Olympics
to retain her crown on Tues-
day and become the first
Irish boxer to win back-to-
back gold medals.

After clinching victory,
Harrington said she was
hanging up her gloves.

“The last hurrah, I'm
done. I've always said | want
to retire a champion, that's
it,” Harrington told Irish na-
tional broadcaster RTE.

The last hurrah,
I'mdone. I've
always said I
want toretire a
champion,
that'sit

KELLIE HARRINGTON

“It just gives hope to all
these young kids, all these
teenagers (pointing at the
crowd). It gives hope to the
people of Ireland but this
one was for me.”

Brazil's Beatriz Ferreira
and Taiwan's Wu Shih-yi
claimed the two bronze
medals on offer after losing
their  semi-final  bouts
against Harrington and
Yang respectively.

Ex-world champion Har-
rington, who impressed in a
convincing win over Tokyo
silver medallist Beatriz Fer-
reira in the semi-finals,
faced Yang in the light wel-
terweight final at the 2016
World Championships in
Kazakhstan.

Star-studded US turn on the style
to march into basketball semis

Paris, France - The French bas-
ketball team announced their ar-
rival in Paris with a rip-roaring
82-73 win over Canada on Tues-
day, riding a wave of national
pride into the Olympic men's
semifinals while the U.S. turned
on the style to stay on track for a
fifth straight gold.

The US rolled to a 122-87 win
over Brazil without ever needing
to go all out, but still served up
just enough razzle dazzle to keep
the capacity crowd buzzing in an
effort that was as much about
entertainment as sport.

The routine victory sets up an
intriguing final four meeting with
Serbia, who advanced with an
overtime win over Australia.

The contest will be a rematch
of the 2016 Rio Games gold
medal final and will feature Le-
Bron James, a four-time NBA
most valuable player leading the
U.S., against the reigning three-
time MVP Nikola Jokic. France
will face Germany in the other
semifinal. “We understand we're

Anthony Davis of the US slam dunks against Brazil

seizing opportunity,” said James.
“The only game that's guaran-
teed is the next one now. That's
the only thing we focus on and
focus on Serbia,” he said, adding:
“The main goal is, and the only
main goal is, for us to win gold.

That's all | care about.”

The US and Brazil meeting
generated none of the electricity
that filled the Bercy Arena hours
earlier, when France and Canada
engaged in an entertaining up
tempo, physical contest.



Gabby Thomas of the US was dominant in the 200 metres final

Thomas blazes
togloryin 200m

Paris, France - American
Gabby Thomas finally claimed
the global title she has
promised for so long when she
delivered a dominant perfor-
mance to take Olympic 200
metres gold on Tuesday, deny-
ing silver medallist Julien Alfred
a sprint double.

Thomas, 27, took bronze in
Tokyo and silver in last year's
world championships, but gold
had eluded one of the sport’s
most recognisable athletes and
she had been vocal about her
quest for an Olympic title.

In control of the final
throughout the race, Thomas
came home in 21.83 seconds
and broke into a wide smile of
disbelief, hands on her head, as
she crossed the finish line.

"Honestly, | kind of blanked
out for all of it, | can't even re-
member what | was doing, |
just wanted to win,” said
Thomas.

“The only moment | re-
member was crossing the fin-
ish line and being in disbelief,

that was it.”

Alfred, who claimed Saint
Lucia’s first Olympic medal
when she won the 100m on
Saturday, was fastest out of the
blocks but was a clear second
in 22.08, with Brittany Brown
taking bronze for the U.S. in
20.20. “I'm tired. Long five
days,” Alfred told reporters. “|
did feel ready for the 200m
tonight. | feel good, no com-
plaints at all. This means a lot.
First Olympics, to go back with
gold and silver, | can't ask for
more than that.”

Thomas arrived in Paris with
the world's fastest time this
season of 21.78 and made an
emphatic statement in Mon-
day's semi-finals when she
pulled away from the field with
ease over the final 50m to
cross the line smiling in 21.86
seconds.

The race was a blur for
Thomas who has a Harvard
degree in neurobiology and
Master's in public health from
the University of Texas.

Canada’s Camryn Rogers
wins hammer throw title

Paris, France - Canada’'s Camryn
Rogers won the Olympic
women's hammer gold medal
with a throw of 76.97 metres on
her fifth attempt to unseat three-
time champion Anita Wlodar-
czyk of Poland on
Tuesday.
Annette Echikur
woke of the Unitec
States took a sur-
prise silver with
75.48 and China’
Zhao Jie won bron
(74.27).
Rogers, 25, addeu
the Olympic crown
to the world title she won last
year in Budapest, her victory at
Stade de France coming two
days after teammate Ethan
Katzberg claimed the men’s gold.
Echikunwoke arrived in Paris
with the world's ninth best throw

Camryn Rogers

this season but briefly led before
Rogers coolly stepped into the
circle to reclaim the lead in the
fifth of six rounds.

The Canadian already had vic-
tory locked up before her final
throw, but did not break

)y a smile until the
kg hammer had left
1er hands. She then
made a beeline for
her mum Shari
logers, a fixture at
her daughter's

setitions.
Rogers was fifth
on her Olympic
debut in Tokyo, then took world
silver in 2022 before victory last

year in Budapest.

The 38-year-old Wlodarczyk,
the world record holder with a
staggering 82.98, was fourth on
74.23.

COLE SHOCKERR!

American
stuns
favourites
to win gold
in 1,500m

Paris, France - American Cole
Hocker delivered one of the all-
time Olympic shocks when he
won the 1,500 metres gold with
a stunning finish to blast past
British world champion Josh Kerr
as defending champion Jakob In-
gebrigtsen faded to fourth on
Tuesday.

Once Kerr had eased past the
Norwegian on the final straight it
seemed the Briton was on course
to add gold to the bronze he took
in Tokyo, but he did not reckon
with Hocker, who found a path
up the inside to take one of the
most unexpected golds in the
history of the blue riband event.

His winning time of three min-
utes 27.65 was an Olympic
record and a massive personal
best by more than three seconds.
Kerr posted a big national record
3:27.79 and Yared Nuguse took
bronze in another huge pb of
3:27.80 as the U.S. had two men
on the podium for the first time
in 112 years.

“It might be an upset to a lot
of people but if you've been fol-
lowing my season you'd know I'd
be capable of it,” Hocker told re-
porters.

The time catapulted Hocker

Cole Hocker of the US wins 1,500 metres gold

to be the seventh-fastest manin
history and Kerr the eighth, and
even if the hi-tech shoes and
track make historical time com-
parisons difficult, it was still a
gripping race.

World athletics chief Sebas-
tian Coe, still the only double
1,500m Olympic champion, said

last week he was expecting a
“race for the ages” and, if it was
not the outcome he expected, he
certainly got one, as seven of the
first nine finalists set personal
bests.

The race had been billed as a
showdown between Ingebrigt-
sen and Kerr, who have been

It might be an upset
to a lot of people but
ifyou’ve been fol-
lowing my season
you’d know I'd be
capable of it

COLE HOCKER

swapping barbs for a year, and
the Norwegian set a scorching
pace from the start to lead com-
ing into the last 200.

Briton Kerr, just as he did in

last year's world championships,
surged past him as they hit the
final straight, however, and
looked set for victory, only for
Hocker to find a way through.

"“Everything had to go my way
today but | knew if they gave me
a chance | wasn't going to let it
up,” Hocker said.

Tentoglou soars to second straight
long jump gold to emulate Lewis

Paris, France - Greece's Miltiadis
Tentoglou leapt 8.48 metres to
become only the second man
after Carl Lewis to successfully
defend the men's Olympic long
jump title on Tuesday, delivering
his country's first gold of the Paris
Games.

In a high-quality competition,
Jamaican Wayne Pinnock took
silver with 8.36 and ltaly's Mattia
Furlani (8.34) claimed bronze.

Poker-faced world champion
Tentoglou clinched the title with
his second attempt, cracking a
smile only once he was able to
embrace his team in the stands
before wrapping himself in the
Greece flag.

Tentoglou joined long jump
royalty as only American Lewis,
who won the title four times
from 1984-1996, had retained
the title.

“This is for my country. Greece
is the country that invented the
Olympics, so | am happy to do it
for them,” he told reporters.

The world champion arrived in
Paris in extraordinary form, hav-
ing won all but one of the 11 com-
petitions he had contested this
season, but was second in the

Greece's Miltiadis Tentoglou wins gold in long jump

standings behind Italy’s Furlani
after a first attempt of 8.27.

Tentoglou stared solemnly
down the runway before his win-
ning leap, an effort that earned
gasps from the crowd even as he
barely registered a reaction.

He chased a bit of insurance
but could only reach 8.24 on the
third attempt and clapped his

This is for my country. Greece is the
country that invented the Olympics,
so Iam happy to do it for them

hands in frustration as he
recorded 8.36 on the fourth.

It did not matter, however, as
Furlani could not improve on his
opening jump and Pinnock took
silver with his second attempt
after also finishing second at the
World Championships in Bu-
dapest.

The Greek told reporters he
had hoped to jump farther, calling
it only a “decent” performance,
even as his country's leaders leapt
to congratulate him on social
media.

Perez powers Spain to gold in mixed marathon race walk

Paris, France - Spain's two-
times world champions Alvaro
Martin and Maria Perez took the
first ever gold medal in the
mixed marathon race walk relay
by nearly a minute at the Paris
Games on Wednesday as the
event made its Olympic debut.
The Spaniards, who each col-
lected individual gold in both the
20km and 35km races at last
year's worlds in Budapest, fin-
ished in two hours, 50 minutes
and 31 seconds, with Perez

pulling away over the final lap.

She made a case in the post-
race press conference for keep-
ing walking in the Olympics
amid concern the discipline is
losing popularity and could be
phased out.

"We have already shown that
race walking has to be in all the
Olympic Games. We have
shown that we can make people
(celebrate) with us and suffer
with us, and also to the public
who are watching us from

home,” she said. “I think race
walking is really making its place
in the Olympic program, it de-
serves the recognition.”

The victory gives Spain three
Olympic medals in Paris, with
Perez winning silver in the
women's 20km a week earlier
and Alvaro taking bronze in the
men’s race.

"| started the year with a very
long injury (a stress fracture), |
almost had to undergo surgery
and it's almost a miracle that I'm

here,” Perez said.

“What | have learned from
that few months is that little de-
tails are very important, and |
also don't take anything for
granted.”

Brian Pintado and Glenda
Morejon of Ecuador took silver
in 2:51.22, while Australia’s Rhy-
dian Cowley and Jemima Mon-
tag claimed bronze (2:51:38).

Spain and Ecuador led virtu-
ally from the off, initially as part
of a group of eight that had be-

come two by the final leg.

Just three seconds separated
the two teams when Martin and
Perez smacked hands for the
exchange.

Perez found another gear
over the final leg, and then a
kilometre from the finish line,
she ditched her sunglasses,
smiled and high-fived flag-wav-
ing Spanish fans who created a
thunderous celebration by
banging on cardboard course
dividers.

Spain's Alvaro Martin and Maria Perez celebrate their gold in mixed

marathon race walk



INDIA HEAVY-HEARTED

Vinesh Phogat disqualified ahead of 50kg freestyle gold medal bout for being overweight

Paris, France - Indian wrestler Vi-
nesh Phogat was disqualified just
hours before the women's 50kg
freestyle final at the Paris
Olympics on Wednesday after
failing to make weight, the Indian
Olympic Association (IOA) said.

Phogat had been set to lock
horns with Sarah Hildebrandt of
the United States for the gold
medal. The disqualification
means she will not receive a
medal of any colour.

“Itis with regret that the Indian
contingent shares news of the
disqualification of Vinesh Phogat
from the women's wrestling 50kg
class,” the IOA said in a state-
ment.

“Despite the best efforts by
the team through the night, she
weighed in a few grams over
50kg this morning.”

The news brought an outpour-
ing of sympathy for her compatri-
ots, with Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi describing her as
a “champion among champions”
on social media platform X.

"You are India's pride and an
inspiration for each and every In-
dian,” Modi said. “Today's set-
back hurts. | wish words could
express the sense of despair that
| am experiencing. At the same
time, | know that you epitomise
resilience. It has always been
your nature to take challenges
head on.

“Come back stronger! We are
all rooting for you.”

Itis with regret that the Indian con-
tingent shares news of the disqualifi-
cation of Vinesh Phogat from the
women's wrestling 50kg class

INDIAN OLYMPIC ASSOCIATION

Vinesh Phogat was in dazzling form in Paris, defeating reigning Olympic champion Yui Susaki of Japan, Yusneylis Guzman of Cuba and Oksana Livach of Ukraine en route to the final

Earlier, Vinesh stormed into
the final on the back of three
stunning wins. She defeated
reigning Pan American Games
champion Yusneylis Guzman of
Cuba in the semifinals after get-
ting the better of former Euro-
pean champion Oksana Livach of
Ukraine in the quarterfinals.

In her opening match, Vinesh
Phogat pulled off a colossal upset
against the reigning Olympic
champion Yui Susaki of Japan. In
the semifinal, both Vinesh and
Yusneylis started defensively but
the Indian wrestler was awarded
a point for Yusneylis's passivity
and ended the first period with a
slender one-point lead.

Both wrestlers continued to be
on guard at the start of the sec-
ond period. However, Vinesh, in
danger of conceding a point on
passivity, executed two take-
downs to lead 5-0. Vinesh held
on to her lead in the final 30 sec-
onds to make it the final.

Shooter Abhinav Bindra, who
won India's first individual
Olympic gold in 2008, said he
was “completely gutted".

“Sometimes you don't need a
gold medal to be a true champion
to people,” he added.

Phogat was one of several In-
dian wrestlers who came out in
protest last year seeking criminal
action against Brij Bhushan Sha-
ran Singh, then chief of the
Wrestling Federation of India and
a part of Modi's BJP.

India lose to Germany in hockey semifinals

Paris, France - India suffered
heartbreak in hockey as they as
they went down 2-3 to Germany
in the semifinal in Paris on Tues-
day and missed a golden chance
to enter the final at the Olympics
for the first time in 44 years.

Had the Harmanpreet Singh-
led side come out winners on
Tuesday, they would have played
their first final since the 1980
Games.

But all is not lost yet. India,
bronze winners in Tokyo in the
last edition of the Games, still
have a chance of returning from
Paris with a hockey medal as
they will now cross sticks with
Spain in the bronze-medal play-
off.

On Tuesday, India started

India were all over Germany in the first quarter, but they failed to make

the most of it

brightly and dominated the early
exchanges, before the Germans
regrouped themselves.

Captain Harmanpreet Singh
got his team off to an ideal start,
scoring a penalty corner in the
first period to give India the lead.

But India’s defence would fal-
ter in the second period, giving
away two penalty corners and
one penalty stroke. Gonzalo Peil-
lat converted the first penalty
corner for Germany while
Christopher Ruehr made the
most of the penalty stroke.

Down 2-1 to Germany, India
mounted a ferocious counterat-
tack on the German goal. After
numerous failed attempts,
Sukhijeet Singh found the back of
the net to tie the game on a

penalty corner.

It was all to play for in the
fourth period, as both teams
pressed the attack. Germany's
Marco Miltkau ultimately found
the back of the net in the 54th
minute, scoring the decisive goal
and sending his team on to the
gold-medal final.

“It just feels incredible,” said
Miltkau. “Amazing crowd, but
from both sides, India and Ger-
many.

“First time playing Olympics,
it's [an] amazing feeling. And
now, even better playing the
final.”

Germany will be up against
the Netherlands, who blanked
Spain 4-0 in the other semifinal,
in the gold-medal contest.

Dutch women beat Argentina
to enter sixth straight final

Paris, France - Reigning Olympic
champions the Netherlands de-
feated Argentina 3-O in the
women's hockey semi-finals at
the Paris Olympics on Wednes-
day as midfielder Luna Fokke
came off the bench to grab a goal
and an assist in the sec-

ond quarter.

The Dut
have reache
every final since
missing out at
the 2000 Syd-
ney Games
when they fil
ished with a sec
consecutive br
and have a chance 1o
make history for the
country if  both
women's and men's
teams win gold for the hockey
powerhouse.

Belgium and China meet in
the second semi later on
Wednesday to determine who
faces the world's top-ranked

Netherlands players
celebrate a goal against
Argentina

side, who will be playing in their
sixth consecutive final, after both
lost to the Dutch in the pool
stage having conceded three
goals.
Argentina, who were beaten
by the Netherlands in the final in
Tokyo, now have a
ce to win their
rd bronze.
Netherlands
opened the
scoring in the
21st minute
vhen midfielder
skke slipped be-
| the defense on
a deep pass and drib-
piea into the circle to
beat keeper Cristina
Consentino  stick-
side, lofting the ball
into the right corner of the net.
The Dutch scored a second
five minutes later when Laura
Nunnink redirected a hard cross
from Fokke past Consentino's
outstretched leg.

Saudi Arabia’s Abutaleb ousts Israeli
Semberg in women'’s taekwondo

Paris, France - Israel's taek-
wondo  Olympic  medallist
Abishag Semberg was reduced
to tears after being beaten by
Saudi Arabia's Dunya Abutaleb
in the round of 16 of the women's
flyweight in Paris on Wednesday.

Abutaleb, the first Saudi
woman to earn direct qualifica-
tion to the Olympics, won 2-6 5-
4.10-0 and capped her victory by
landing two kicks to the head and
two kicks to the body in the third
round.

Both fighters were loudly sup-
ported by their compatriots in
the stands with some groups
side by side.

“I'm very disappointed in my-
self, this is not where I'm sup-
posed to be, I'm supposed to be
much better,” a tearful Semberg,
speaking in Hebrew, told re-
porters.

“I've been working my arse off
all my life for this.”

Semberg said the defeat was
all the more upsetting because of

Saudi Arabia's Dunya Abutaleb (R) fights Israel's Abishag Semberg

how important she felt it was to
represent Israel on sport's
biggest stage.

“This is one of the most im-
portant things for me in my life,”
the 22-year-old said. “This is
very disappointing for me, this is
not my level. My family are here
as well, very disappointing.”

Semberg also lost in the round
of 16 in Tokyo three years ago
but fought her way through the
repechage by winning a bronze,
the first medal won by Israel in
the martial art.

Asked if she could do the
same in Paris, she said: “No, |
don't think so.”

Gianmarco Tamberi attends to Mutaz Barshim who cramped up on

the runway

Reigning high jump
champions Tamberi
and Barshim struggle
but advance to final

Paris, France - Joint-defending
champions Gianmarco Tam-
beri and Mutaz Barshim ad-
vanced to the high jump final
but it was anything but
smooth as the Italian had three
fails at 2.27 metres and his
Qataririval cleared it only after
lengthy treatment for an injury.

Three years ago the pair
agreed to share gold after ask-
ing permission from the event
officials in one of the most
memorable moments of the
Tokyo Olympics. Three days
ago, however, Tamberi posted
a picture of himself in a hospi-
tal bed after being taken ill
with what he thought might be
a kidney stone.

It delayed his travel plans to
France, and, coming after a
troublesome thigh injury, it
was hardly the ideal build up
after things had been looking
good in June when he won the
European title in Rome with a
2.37 jump that remains the
highest anyone has managed
this year.

Tamberi, sporting  full

length tights, opened with
2.20m but appeared unhappy
with his narrow clearance. He
made it over 2.24 but, stripped
down to his shorts, failed three
times at 2.27. That left him in
sixth place but still comfort-
ably among the 12 advancing.

In the past my
qualification has
never been good
and then in the
final something’s
changed, so that’s
the hope

GIANMARCO TAMBERI

“I can say good after the
last few days, but | feel tired,”
he said when asked about his
morning's work. “In the ap-
proach | can't accelerate as |
usually do. But in the past my
qualification has never been
good and then in the final
something's changed, so that's
the hope.”
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Ricotta or Cottage
cheese, which one do
you prefer?
|

The

Omani Singer Nadeem al Balushi’s latest Hindi single —
lalab Hai (The yearning) — is an attempt to showcase Oman
alongside his twin obsession with music and vintage cars
while his yearning for a big break continues unabated

Hubert Vaz

childhood dream to make it big some day in
Bollywood is yet on the cards...but Nadeem al
Balushi, Oman'’s boy next door with a pen-
chant for grasping and singing Bollywood
hits with his own little twist, hasn't quite

given up on this ambition.

Having immersed himself wholly in melodies
that get the hoi polloi in India in its sway over the
past two decades, Nadeem has been a self-taught
singer cum musician with a never-say-die attitude.
He has not only been chasing his passion with great
determination but has also been entertaining audi-
ences for over the past 20 years on his musical
journey.

About his latest Hindi single - Talab Hai -
Nadeem, said, "l used two of my cars - a 1970
Dodge Charger and a 2020 Chevy Silverado -
which gave the video good visuals. This video has
been well received and | plan to use my own cars
in future videos, too, rather than hiring expensive
cars to create a false impression.”

“I can sing in five different languages, so the
challenge is to be perfect in all these languages so
as to give the best output to listeners,” he says ac-
knowledging the fact that there are great differ-
ences in Omani music and Hindi Bollywood
numbers and that he is comfortable with both.

“India has a wide range of music but | like the
Bollywood style, especially the old songs. Omani
music, on the other hand, is totally different. But |
have my future plan to release a song combining
these two - Arabic (Omani music) and Hindi songs.
That will be a big challenge for me,” says Nadeem,
adding that he has his own unique style which he
intends to keep intact in all his endeavours.

“I don't copy any singers or try to sound like
them while singing their popular songs. | stay
abreast on what current audiences relish
and | follow new trends that are well re-
ceived to stay relevant. | don't want my
music to sound outdated,” he asserts.

Admitting that the 2001 romantic

comedy Dil Chahta hai changed his idea of music
altogether, Nadeem pointed out that the songs of
this movie seem timeless since the composers had
a futuristic imagination. He also disclosed that the
‘King of Pop’ Michael Jackson has also had a lasting
impact on him and that he wished that he could
sing like the unparalleled MJ.

Nadeem recalls that his most memorable per-
formance, till date, was in Dubai, in front of a 6000-
strong audience, as he manned the show all alone
on stage with his triple keyboards, fuelling a huge
dancing crowd with his renditions.

The Omani singer believes that two things are
very important for most men - a dream car and
good music while driving it. Nadeem, however, is
fond of old-fashioned cars and the 1970 Dodge
Charger that he possesses is his ‘dream car’. He
bought it in 2016 and it is the only one of its kind in
Oman. His first sport car, however, was a Pontiac
Trans Am which he procured in 1994,

Earlier, Nadeem did have a collection of five vin-
tage cars of which he sold two - a 1972 Volvo and
a 1978 Cadillac since he wasn't able to secure
shaded space to park them around his residence.

The three cars he now owns include the 1970
Dodge Charger RT which he bought after getting
impressed on seeing it in the movie ‘Fast and Furi-
ous 6'in 2013 and the way Vin Diesel drove it. The
other two are the 1991 Pontiac Trans Am convert-
ible (which he purchased while in USA for his
brother's graduation) and a Replica KITT - the
Knight Rider. The talking car KITT had drove
Nadeem crazy while he'd watched the Knight Rider
Series in the late
80s and saw
David
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NHI workshop and
presentation held to
mark HR Day

‘Talab Hai'

Hasselhoff chasing criminals in this self-driving car.

Asked how he takes care of his favourite cars,
Nadeem said, “My vintage cars are like babies and
| take good care of them. The most challenging part
of owing a vintage car is about getting them
‘passed’ annually (by the traffic authorities. Also,
Oman'’s hot climate is not conducive for the health
of these cars while ordering parts from the USA is
a costly affair because of exorbitant shipping tariffs,
he said.

Nadeem, who works for an international bank,
says he saved up to realise his dream of buying the
cars he has, and the idea of using them in his music
videos, was an extension of his passion. He enjoys
driving them to favourite locations in Oman, wear-
ing his favourite leather jackets, of which he has a
huge collection.

A cherished desire for Nadeem was to get an
opportunity to sing with the late Indian singer KK
who died a couple of years ago amidst a perfor-
mance on stage.

While he still strives to realise his ultimate
dream of making heads turn in Bollywood, Nadeem
tells aspiring youngsters in Oman to keep listening
to good music and trying to get a unique style.
"People like to listen to something new, but re-
member to respect all musicians and use your
music to spread peace and brotherhood.”

16

A peek into tinsel town,
in Hollywood and
Bollywood
|

[ like the Bollywood style,
especially the old songs. Omani
music, on the other hand,
is totally different. But I have a
future plan to release a song
combining these two. That will
be a big challenge for me



WEEKEND SPECIAL

14 | MUSCAT DAILY | THURSDAY, AUGUST 08, 2024

Colttage cheese and

Ricotta cheese are both

fresh, relatively mild

cheeses but they’re not the

same thing

Cottage

VS
Ricotta

ottage cheese (also known as Pa-
neer) and Ricotta cheese are both
fresh cheeses, but there are techni-
cal differences. Though they're
both made from cow’s milk, ricotta cheese is
produced with leftover whey from the
cheese-making process, whereas cottage

Paneer Tikka

gredients
25049 paneer (cottage cheese)
1tsp ginger garlic paste

2tbsp thick curds

1tsp red chilli powder

Yatsp turmeric powder

2 tsp garam masala

Juice of half alemon

2 tsp salt — or less to taste

Va tsp carom seeds

1-2tsp oil for drizzling

Method

Cut the cottage cheese into large cubes. Prepare the
marinade by blending all the ingredients, except oil.
Take the cubes in a large bowl, add the marinade and
toss to coat well. Place in the refrigerator for at least

cheese uses the curds. Ricotta cheese means

'recooked’ and it is obtained by reheating the
leftover whey.

Ricotta and cottage cheese also differ in
texture and flavor - Ricotta is smoother and
slightly sweeter, while cottage cheese has a
lumpier consistency and tangier flavour

half an hour.

Before cooking, drizzle 1-2tsp oil on the marinated
cubes and toss lightly. Now place the marinated cubes
on a hot plate, oven grill or air-fryer and cook for 5-6
minutes until the corners get charred. Remove and
serve hot with green chutney/ketchup.

Ricotta Polpette

Ingredients

21 cup ricotta cheese

2 cup grated pecorino cheese

1 mid-sized egg

1 cup bread crumbs

Fresh marinara sauce with basil

Handful of fresh parsley

Sea salt and fresh ground pepper - to taste
Dash of fresh nutmeg

Method

Drain the ricotta over a fine-mesh sieve for at
least an hour. Once drained, put the ricotta in
a large bowl with the finely grated pecorino
cheese, egg, breadcrumbs, and chopped

FUN WITH FOOD

Complete the Papa Johns slogan:
‘Better ingredients....."

A. Better cheese  B. Better pasta
C. Better pizza D. Better lasagna

parsley. Then season with salt, pepper and a
pinch of nutmeg. Start working the ingredi-
ents together with your hands and season
more to taste.

If the mix is too smooth to form balls the
size of a walnut, add more breadcrumbs. If it
is too firm, add some of the marinara sauce.
Form the balls, adding them to the pan of
marinara sauce. Let them cook in the simmer-
ing sauce for about 10 minutes (don't forget
to sway the pan from time to time to ensure
the polpette get cooked through evenly).

When ready to serve, add some fresh basil
to the sauce and dish it up. Serve by itself or
with pasta.

Email your answers to hubert.vaz@apexmedia.co.om
with your name and telephone number. The first two
correct answers will win Food Vouchers from Papa Johns.

WINNERS - AUGUST 1
1. Mubeen Ahmed 2. Meenakshi Vinai K
(Answer: 50% off on all items)

Better Ingredients, Better Pizza.

CLASSIFIEDS

SEND
YOUR
REQUEST
FOR

Sohar
Birthday/

Muscat 9014 6672, 9679 0684

¢ Fleet of 2,000 vehicles

¢ Choose from a wide range
of brands & models

* PDO, OXY and BP spec
vehicles available

e Attractive rates for short-term
& long-term lease

9731 6218 | Salalah 9429 9325 : >

www.orbit-oman.com

Car Rental & Lease

Anniversary

wishes to
wish@apexmedia.co.om
with your resident
card copy

RENT/SALE

Available 2100 sq meter best in class
Warehouse cum office Space,

MARRIAGE NOTICE

|, Rolson Carodoza, holder of Indian Passport (No W1417643), S/o
Vincent Corodoza, Florine Carodoza, having permanent residence in
20-66, Carodoza Compound, Taccoda post, Maroor Kodangallu,
Mangalure City, 574197 Karnataka, India (complete postal address in
India), and presently residing at AL Khuwair, Muscat, Post Box No 261,
Postal Code 133, Sultanate of Oman, intend to marry Ms Alisha Sonya
D’Souza, holder of Indian Passport (No S9385738), D/o Hehald D'Souza,
Anitha Reeta D'Souza, having permanent residence in 3-40, Viraje House,
Kallige Post, Bantwal, D.K Karnataka 574219 (complete permanent
address) at the Embassy of India, Muscat. | swear that | am marrying her
at my own free will and not under any duress and intimidation. Any
objection towards this marriage may please be communicated to the
Embassy of India, Muscat, Diplomatic Quarters, Al Khuwair, PO Box
No. 1727, Postal Code No. 112, Ruwi, Sultanate of Oman within 30 days of
publication of this newspaper advertisement.

(It's free of cost)

fully furnished ready to use, Located at

Prime area of Ghala in the heart of the
city having easy access to airport &

express Way.

Contact: Mr.Sumit Mudgil -95616835

Girish Sewani-93893596

CLASSIFIED LISTINGS

MUSCAT DAILY offers a variety of classified listings
for individuals and establishments:
Situations Vacant/Wanted, Accommodation Wanted or Available,
Sale of Household Items, Cars for Sale or Wanted, Matrimonial Alliances, etc

Please email your listing to dailyclassifieds@apexmedia.co.om or call: 99104346

The most efficient and authentic
Ayurvedic Treatment & Medicine,
Yoga, Kalari, Panchakarma, Massage,
Dhara etc... Rehabilitation, Beauty
therpay & post Delivery Care

Zaher Building ,1st Floor, Flat 8A,

Al Khuwair Service Road ,near Al Zawawi
Mosque & Burger-king Tel:24475280,
GSM: 95371664 , 92504980,
Website:www.siddhayur.com
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AT YOUR DAILY

HOR Pt
H R Day - OOSC O

(ﬂ‘ The allegiances you have to someone special are loosen-

V2 ing right now, but it's not a sign that your relationship is
dissolving, so don't worry. What's beginning to happen is
that you are learning to give people room (and they're
learning to give it to you). Things are freeing up a bit, and
your responsibilities are centred more around being true
to yourself and not around making others happy.

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20
&Q@ You can dramatically increase your odds of winning by
«2 putting more energy into planning. So try to dedicate
some time today toward putting your priorities in order.
Think about what is best for your community responsi-
bilities. Do what you need to do for the common good.
You have some important things left unfinished, and it is
about time you started to finish them up.

o GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21
(m Although this day won't be jam-packed with excitement,
National Institute of Hospitality conducted a workshop and presentation on Human Resources on August 5 2N\ you won't be bored for a minute. Your regular routine
holds quite a few interesting (if subtle) nuances today.
You may feel inspired to try a new creative experience to
stimulate your day and get some juices flowing. A trip to
a museum, art supply store, or even an artsy coffee shop
would be a great way to while away a free hour.

CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22

Wrap up your heart and give it to someone today. You
may need a dose of courage, or you may just need a kick
in the pants. You've been inside your own head for a while
now, and it's enabled you to get back in touch with your
emotions and what you need. But today it's time to give
more attention to the things and the people that really
matter in your life. Reach out and share.
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LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22

Upcoming events that you fear might be dangerous ac-

5 tually hold no real threat to you or your current lifestyle,
so don't spend any time worrying today. Your fears right
now are not warranted at all. You may be in a more cau-
tious phase of life, but that is only because certain things
are starting to mean a lot more to you. The stakes may
be high but you are capable of rising to the occasion.
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o VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22
1 Fame and notoriety are two things you should embrace,
[\ not shy away from. So if you are thrust into the limelight
against your wishes today, try to make the best of it. Start
preparing to live a more public lifestyle by taking care of
your personal issues. Give some thought to a minor
makeover of sorts - a new hairstyle or new clothing.

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22

fﬁ It isn't always easy to get the right perspective on your
life, especially right now, when things might feel a bit up
in the air. But don't let unknown variables add too much
stress to this current situation. Today, you will have time
to take a step back and let go of the idea that you have to
control every little detail. Listen to other people.

Photos: V K Shafeer

SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21

Express yourself in new and creative ways today. It has
been quite a while since you've just let loose and felt free
to say how you feel, and you are overdue for some prime

BOGGLER DO YOU SUD OKU',) spotlight territory. Now is the time to make declarations,
_ BOGGLER FRIVIA OUIZ - FORTEENS
LEVEL EASY: Whether you choose to share your true self through your
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and 1. Where is Tabasco sauce made? wardrobe or musical tastes, make it a celebration.
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1to 9 and only one
instance of each number PN SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER 21
4@, You might think that just one more push will make things
o 4 ((& happen for you, but this is not the case. Now is not the
time to keep going. Now is the time to stay put and let
2 7 6 things move on without you for a while. There is a mo-
Each ill ith .
it vf’/irte;eT;tBt’grus_W'.trhg mentum going that could carry you where you need to
objective is to form words by 2 go. If you add to that energy, you will miss the mark.
linking adjacent letters - to the left,
right, on top, bottom, or diagonal
{0 each other. The Boggles Classi 417 |2 A Portugal CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19
game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words B. Chile @ When you encounter a coworker or friend who's doing
are valued at one point for each o 2 6 ) . . .
letter in excess of two letters. A C. USA things with style, watch them very closely. There are tips
three letter word is worth one als(3|2 D. Mexico and tricks you could learn that will help you get one step
point, a four letter word is worth . . . :
fwo points, and so on. Valid words closer.to your ideal public image. If you .c.an, align you.r
must be at least three letters long. 3 6 2. What is hominy made from? self with the people who can make positive changes in
A. Oats your life. Stick to them like glue and suggest some ex-
Solution 20-25 words: 5 4 2 8 B. Wheat tracurricular activities for the two of you.
Excellent, 15-20 words: Very C. Potatoes
j I ' D. Corn -
good, 10-15 words: Good 1 5 AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18
5-10 words: Average % . . L
j,}géL You'll be going along nicely today, singing your own song
3. What s the medical term for the knee and delighting in the antics of all the people around you.
cap? Suddenly, everyone is witty and charming. Before the day
A. Patella is over, you'll be asking yourself why there's no reality TV
WORD BUILDER E S El6|L)L]8|V ]9 B. Paella show based on your life. There's nothing holding you
s 6|8|9|c|e|v|L]|L]S C. Patina back, and there's little if anything for you to worry about.
"
z v|iL|s]|s|s|o|le|6]|c D. Pieta
You have three minutes to find all : zlelslvlzlslelo]L PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20
the words contained in this word. %) dvlitlelzlelslsle (,:L’) This is one of those wonderful days when your achieve-
5 slolelelslelzlzle Ve ments will far outpace any demands that are placed on
Rules: Words should be at least 3 Telzlslolels sz aze you. You will definitely meet a big deadline early, so use
four letters long, proper nouns o ol that extra time to get ahead on another project and blow
. . a o|ls|v|c]|e|z]|L|e]|s . .
and duplicates don't count = slamsuy away more expectations. But be aware that working so
n ejefsjrijvisiofefe efficiently might set you up for additional pressures.
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BRITISH OLYMPIAN
DATING MISS JOBS

Steve Jobs' daughter Eve confirmed she's dating Olympian
Harry Charles, an equestrian from Team Great Britain,
when she was seen cheering him on at the 2024 Olympics
after he won the gold medal with his team in the show
jumping competition.

fter a very long time, signature dance moves
Aby a Bollywood actor - Vicky Kaushal - in the

dance number ‘Husn Tera Tauba Tauba', of the
film Bad Newz has gone viral over the internet, social
media, and has taken not just the younger generation
but also the not-so-young generation by storm.

It has already received 156million views on YouTube
and numerous dancers - novices and celebrities - have
also been uploading their own videos to much acclaim,
while every dance academy and online tutorial is busy
teaching the steps of this iconic dance number to its
pupils with great interest.

And poor Vicky gets cornered into doing his
hookstep at every single appearance on TV re-
ality shows, concerts, even social gath-
erings. Sung by Karan Aujla and
choreographed by Bosco Martis,
this song has beaten all the earlier
gimmicky moves by Salman Khan
(who is known to set a trend with his
hooksteps) because of the sleek choreogra-
phy. If Sallu’s popular, ‘towel between the
thighs’ hookstep in the song ‘Jeene ke hain
char din’ from the film Mujse Shaadi
Karoge (2004) has survived two
decades, one wonders whether

proud of you my love !I'" In the video she shared, Harry
could be seen running over to her, even jumping a fence
to give Eve a hug and a kiss after the competition. And the
Olympian was equally excited about his win, posting a
slew of photos from the ‘best day of my life’ on Instagram,
including one of Eve posing with his family.

Aamir Khan poised for
an early retirement

Rumors are circulating in India’s entertainment industry
about the potential retirement of Bollywood superstar
Aamir Khan. Famously known as Mr. Perfectionist, the
speculation regarding the Bollywood star's retirement
gained traction after an interview with his son, Junaid
Khan, who is set to debut in the Netflix film Maharaj.

In an interview, Junaid Khan shared that his father is
considering retirement, which prompted him to formally
embark on his own career in the film world. “I have always
been behind the camera on film sets, working on a project
for Aamir Khan Productions when my father said to me,
‘I'm retiring; why don't you step in?" he disclosed.

Vicky's current hookstep would also
go a long way.

Tauba Tauba
craze goes viral

‘Are you sure?’ set to
release on Disney+

BTS stars Jeon Jungkook and Jimin are set to star in their
own travel documentary Are you sure? set to screen on
Disney+ on August 8. The show was shot across the USA,
Jeju Islands in S Korea, and Sapporo in Japan where the
BTS' Busan brothers (as they are lovingly called by fans)
relaxed before their mandatory military enlistment. Jimin
and Jungkook's infectious chemistry is visible in this spon-
taneous journey across iconic global destinations.

Zac Efron hospitalised

Zac Efron is on the mend after he was reportedly pulled
out of a swimming pool and subsequently hospitalised.
The 36-year-old actor took to his Instagram Stories on
Sunday, August 4, to share a workout photo of himself,
proving to fans that he's recovering.

"Happy and healthy,” Zac wrote across
ap of himself lifting weights.
nanks for the well wishes.”

Over the weekend, TMZ re-
sorted that the High School Mu-
sical star was taken to a hospital
in Spain after a “minor swimming
ncident” at an Ibiza villa, a rep for
ic told the outlet. Sources claimed

Zac was discovered inside the
pool by two workers, and they pulled him
out of the water.

Selena Gomez having
a time of her life

Selena Gomez is, in her own words, having the best year of
her life. Not only did she win the best actress award at the
2024 Cannes Film Festival for her performance in Emilia
Pérez, but she also scored her first Emmy acting nomination
for her role in Hulu's Only Murders in the Building.

“Acting has, and will always be, my heart,” she says.
“There's so much that | want to do and that | haven't even
scratched the surface of, and it's exciting to me.”

—

WHATS ON

Painful, romantic saga

BOLLYWOOD MOVIE REVIEW:
AURON MEIN KAHA DUM THA
Genre: Drama Starring: Ajay Devgn, Tabu, Jimmy
Shergill, Shantanu Maheshwari, Saiee Manjrekar

MONICA is the
owner of DIVA,
a famous cat
and Internet
star. JACK is a
thief whose

uron Mein Kahan Dum

Tha is a 2024 Hindi,

romantic thriller film

ritten and directed

by Neeraj Pandey. The film stars

Ajay Devgn and Tabu in their

tenth film together, indicating

the good chemistry between the

two senior stars who have gelled

well on the silver screen in the
fleeting years of their careers.

This is an epic love story that

chronicles the life of Krishna

(Ajay) and Vasudha (Tabu) as

their fledgling relationship faces

a lot of hardship and eventually,

they separate as Krishna ends

ders and is sentenced to life im-
prisonment.

After 22 years Krishna is
granted pardon and released
from jail and his final meeting
with Vasudha forms the crux of
the movie. Will they end up to-
gether? Will their love survive
the test of time?

Though Neeraj Pandey tries
to deviate from nail-biting
thrillers with this tale of renun-
ciation in romance, the film
seems to be lacking on several
counts and can be utterly boring
for some viewers who are used
to regular masala flicks.

dictable, the suspense is shal-
low, some flashbacks are re-
peated so many times that
you'd like to toss your popcorn

the fact that the main charac-
ters are portrayed by seasoned
stars leaves one with high ex-
pectations that are not really

less you want to escape meet-
ing a nasty relative who's plan-
ning to visit you.

latest heist, an

enormous ruby

of priceless

value, has

unfortunately

been swallowed

by a stray dog

named CHICHI.

Through a

series of

coincidences,

Monica and

Jack find

themselves separated from their animals and watch
helplessly as they escape to an unknown
destination...

Animation Franck Dubosc,

Philippe Lacheau, Reem Kherici
Zehetner English

up committing multiple mur- The plot is flimsy and pre- onto the screen in protest, and met. You can skip this film, un- Rating
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