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Shaddad al Musalmy
Muscat

Since His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik assumed the
reins of power on January 11,
2020, he has made every effort
to elevate further the towering
edifice of Oman. He is focused
on promoting the living stan-
dards and enriching the lives of
his people, and engaging citizens
in nation building to ensure 
development, progress and 
prosperity.

In his historic speech on Feb-
ruary 23, 2020, His Majesty 
Sultan Haitham laid down solid
principles that outline the fea-
tures of the forthcoming impor-
tant stage in the country’s
comprehensive march of growth,
his focus being the youth of the
nation who represent its present
force and future aspiration.

Guided by the directives of
His Majesty Sultan Haitham, the
sultanate embarked on realising
Oman Vision 2040, which began
to be implemented with effect

from 2021. The vision embodies
the aspirations of the Omani
people for a brighter future.

When His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik came to
power, he issued a number of
Royal Decrees to improve gover-
nance and lay down the founda-
tions for financial sustainability in
the sultanate. Apart from the
Royal Decrees, His Majesty the
Sultan’s Royal Directives and Or-
ders will further strengthen rules
and regulations, and several new
initiatives announced will help in
the development of the country
and welfare of its people.

The decrees included recon-
stitution of the Council of Minis-
ters, and establishment, merger
and renaming of ministries. The
decrees merged ten ministries
into five and reconstituted five
councils as part of efforts to re-
structure the state’s administra-
tive apparatus, and to move
towards the goals set by Oman
Vision 2040.

The mergers were instrumen-
tal in avoiding duplication of spe-
cialisations and organising
sectors with clear objectives as
well as fixing responsibilities for
each sector to work towards the
objectives of Oman Vision 2040.

Despite adverse international
conditions posed by challenges
of low oil prices and the COVID-
19 pandemic, the prudent proce-
dures and measures announced
by His Majesty the Sultan will
help Oman tide over the current
difficulties and continue its tri-
umphant march.

The sultanate takes pride in
the development, prosperity, 
security and stability it has
achieved - thanks and praise be
to the Almighty Allah. The Basic
State of Law has come to its
prime, based on 
principles of freedom,
equality of opportu-
nities, and jus-

tice and dignity of individuals,
whose rights and liberties are
guaranteed by the law, including
the freedom of expression.

Partnership between citizens
and the government in shaping
the present and future of the
country is considered a basic pil-
lar in the national action over the
next stage of development on
which the country pins its
hopes, a fact clearly
stated by His Majesty
Sultan Haitham
bin Tarik.

Galloping towards
security, stability
and prosperity
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Khalid al Kayed
CEO, Bank Nizwa

As we celebrate the sultanate’s 51st National Day, it is with
great pride that we reflect on the country’s multiple
achievements - social and economical. Oman has been on
a fast trajectory of development, showcasing remarkable
growth in national progression, through building a robust
social infrastructure and a conducive business environment.
The recent reforms have provided thrust to this
journey, opening a window of opportunities for
local and foreign investments.

As the leading Islamic bank in
Oman, Bank Nizwa is contribut-
ing to writing a new chapter in
the history of the sultanate -
one which brings with it long-
term benefits and sustainable
development - through a well-
skilled, young workforce, and a
thriving entrepreneurial ecosys-
tem. I would like to congratu-
late His Majesty the
Sultan and the
people of
Oman on
this land-
mark occa-
sion.

Extraordinary economic progress
Over the past five decades, Oman has made extraordinary progress - thanks to the government’s focus on careful
economic planning, reforms and infrastructure development. The sultanate’s business leaders say it is on the right
track to achieve a developed, diversified and sustainable economy in the next five decades.

Tariq al Farsi, CEO
National Finance Company

Oman as a country has been working on major long-term initiatives –
from developing its infrastructure, healthcare, and educational systems
to various income-generating sectors including tourism, fisheries, and
agriculture. In an attempt to decrease the country’s dependence on oil,
the country has been focusing on income diversification, industrialisa-
tion, developing natural gas production, and privatisation. When it
comes to securing future economic growth through increasing trade
and investment, Oman is equally a competitive destination for doing
business and international trade. Creating a strong administrative and
regulatory framework that facilitates job creation, along with invest-
ment and business growth are central to building a new sustainable in-
frastructure.

Oman’s future economic outlook continues to improve. It is imper-
ative that the banks and financing companies in Oman have a key role
to play in achieving Vision 2040. Strategic financing of national proj-
ects, supporting SMEs with hassle-free funding, and a collaborative ap-
proach will be a must to make Oman into a thriving business and
investment hub. The regulators continue to introduce policies and
frameworks which enable the industry to innovate, introduce new
products and implement technology. In the next couple of years, Oman
is going to witness a paradigm shift in all aspects.

Omar Mahmood al Mahrizi
CEO of Sohar Freezone

Oman’s progress over the last 51 years has been im-
pressive. As part of its ambitious vision for eco-
nomic diversification, the country has dedicated
itself to recapturing its ancient trade heritage and
seize new opportunities that capitalise on its geo-
graphical advantage and rich natural resources.
Since 2002, Sohar Port and Freezone has been
committed to supporting this vision, leading the ex-

pansion and modernisation of the sultanate’s lo-
gistics and trade sectors, and positioning Oman
as a key logistics hub within the region. 

Today, we are proud to be one of the
world’s fastest-growing ports and a key
player in Oman’s standing as a thriving busi-

ness and trade destination. As the govern-
ment continues to prioritise the

expansion of the logistics sector as part
of Oman’s 2040 Vision, our own 2040
Vision sees us reaffirm our contribu-
tions to the national economy. While
providing new opportunities for em-

ployment, SMEs, foreign direct invest-
ment and increased trade to boost national

industries, Sohar Port and Freezone looks forward
to continuing to be part of the country’s ongoing
development journey.

Walter Simpson
Managing director, CC Energy Development

The rapid pace of Oman’s development
over the last 51 years is something to be
admired and celebrated. Harnessing edu-
cation and seizing opportunities to foster
economic competitiveness, it has been the
enabler for progress and prosperity. With
a renewed resolve, it is moving ever closer
to its goal of effective economic manage-
ment while achieving a developed, diver-
sified and sustainable national economy as
laid out by the Oman Vision 2040.

The oil and gas industry has long been
a cornerstone of economic progress, sup-
porting the country’s growing energy
needs and facilitating the pursuit of diver-
sified development. Yet the industry is in
the midst of an energy transition and it is
only by recognising and acknowledging
the importance of the changes in renew-
ables, digitalisation and shifting consumer
behaviour that we can keep up with the
rapid pace of change. By being proactive,
we are setting ourselves up for long-term
success and helping to position Oman’s
energy landscape to be ready for a sus-
tainable future.
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Need to sell a ‘hidden gem’
Despite its offering of old world charm and modern comforts to create memorable experiences amid stunning
natural beauty, Oman remains a hidden gem. Professionals in the field of tourism foresee aggressive promotions and
marketing to capitalise on the sultanate’s unique selling points in the time to come.

Malik al Hinai
Retired director of Bait al Baranda Museum

Focus on tourism has always been at the forefront for the sultanate. Opening
up the country is vital but also ensuring all necessary infrastructure is in
place. So, massive road networks have been built into remote villages. We
now have to teach nationals how to promote tourism, be it by establishing
smaller affordable hotels and cafes as well as giving the correct information.
Our landscape is impressive, from the sea to the mountainous regions and
deserts. What is required now is to promote the country in all tourism fairs
across the globe. Artisanship should be the focus as a tourist would like to
purchase items made by locals. We also need to look into the entertainment
sector and what can be offered to visitors that is not available anywhere else.
Oman has so much to offer, it's time we do things properly. Let's learn from
Morocco, Italy and France.



Amira al Lawati
Assistant director general, Institutional Planning & Sustainability, Ministry
of Heritage and Tourism

Oman is a country that has been blessed with many assets, among
which the most important are its natural beauty and its people.
Tourism is a source of opportunities for destinations as it contributes
to the welfare of people and the economy. Capitalising on the compet-
itive and comparative advantages that Oman has, and realising the full
potential of tourism and its value chain, will enable generation of de-
mand for a spectrum of services and products.

Fifty years is a very long time to forecast, however, Oman Vision
2040 and Oman Tourism Strategy have already set the roadmap for
where we want to be and what we want to achieve in the coming years.
The idea is to sustainably cluster tourism zones in each governorate,
utilising the main theme of a particular location and offering a wide va-
riety of special and innovative services, products, investment oppor-
tunities, tourism and recreational projects, opportunities for small and
medium enterprises, and interaction with the local communities. This
is to be managed by a unique cluster management system under the
direct supervision of each governorate.

Oman is our beloved country and is as beautiful as it could be. I
would like to see Oman on the bucket list of every responsible traveller
and tourist, and definitely among the top ten authentic and sustainable
destinations on earth. 

Dr Ramin Mohajer
Partner, Aspire Muscat Institute

God Almighty has blessed Oman with all the
natural beauty and attractions a land could have.
We were blessed under the leadership of the
late Sultan Qaboos bin Said, and continue to be
blessed under the leadership of His Majesty Sul-
tan Haitham bin Tarik. Now we need to build the
basic infrastructure of tourism, especially out-
side Muscat. We need to have our scenic areas
linked to apps, websites and international social
media. This is currently supported by individual
Omanis and expats. We need the
government to take over this
task in cooperation with
the private sector. 

In addition to in-
tensive marketing,
we need support to
have an artificial
intelligence guide
for those going on
hikes and driving on
scenic routes, or
climbing mountains. 

We also need 3D apps
to give us a feel of the hundreds
of tourism spots. In brief, we need to leap from
the 80s approach to tourism to the 2050 ap-
proach. May our beautiful land see decades and
centuries of security, peace and prosperity.
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Salim al Hajri
Proprietor, Oman Discovery

The tourism sector in all countries of the world
was hit hard by the COVID-19 pandemic caus-
ing great losses. Besides losses in revenue, it
caused the loss of many jobs due to lockdowns.
To contain the setback, many countries have re-
lied on local tourism. Oman, too, needs to con-
sider creating new attractions, adding
infrastructure, and diversifying activities pro-
vided by hotels and camps in cooperation with
the concerned government institutions. 

Activating tourism, holding festivals and
sporting events in relevant seasons and times
of the year - such as the 'autumn of Dhofar' and
'winter of Bidiyah' - have proved to be success-

ful over the past years. There should be festi-
vals in areas based on tourist movement. 

As for international tourism, we count
on the Civil Aviation Authority to launch
new direct flights to increase arrivals and
enhance tourism. There should be more
international exhibitions held in cities

around the world for systematic marketing
and promotion of Oman. Tourism in the sul-

tanate in the years ahead needs a lot of publicity
and capitalisation of its unique selling points
around the world.

Manjunath Pai
Ex-project engineer, University of Oman Project Office

The sultanate is blessed with a stunning terrain, hospitable people and heritage. However, these are not
known to the world at large and so Oman is known as the 'Hidden Gem of Arabia'. Having travelled exten-
sively in the sultanate, I look forward to many improvements which will increase
the number of international as well as local tourists, besides generating rev-
enue and job opportunities for young Omanis.

Though obtaining an entry visa has become easier over the years,
tourist visas/self sponsored visa are available only for nationals of a
few select countries. The list needs to be increased. Also, hotel rates
need to be reduced and basic facilities need to be provided at loca-
tions of tourist interest.

Adventure tourism needs to be promoted as there are many op-
portunities available for growth in this sector. I look forward to qual-
ified, certified local enthusiasts taking up this opportunity after learning
the ropes from professional institutes in other countries. Also, just like
conducting desert crossings in a 4WD, we could have desert safaris in
camel caravans. 

The extensive shoreline also needs to be exploited to attract tourists who seek var-
ied marine sports and such other activities. If Oman is promoted on the world cruise map, we will have many
liners touching the various ports and jetties in Oman. At many locations, para sports  - paramotoring and
paragliding – can be offered.



12     MUSCAT DAILY
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2021

NATION

Innovation - Key to rapid development
Young Omani innovators, armed with skills and knowhow, are gearing up to march ahead. Progress
and development, they believe, depend on creating a knowledge-based society that is well versed
in ICT and disruptive technologies.

Ahmed al Jabri
CEO, Qutra

New and disruptive technologies are providing an
inspiration to young innovators in Oman. Although
the sultanate is witnessing sustained development
in the innovation sector, we are looking forward to
creating a future that is aided by artificial intelligence
and robotics, and exploiting the Fourth Industrial
Revolution technologies. In the years ahead, as
Oman adopts the most advanced technologies to
usher in a new era of development that is on par with
the rest of the world, I hope to see innovations in
boosting the economy and investments to achieve
economic growth in our country. 

The 50 years ahead will see a spectrum of inno-
vations around the world and Oman will claim a fair
share in it if we provide our innovative youth the
right support to make their dreams a reality.

Muadh Humaid Salim al
Subhi
CEO, Raseen Company

We have witnessed the launch of
several initiatives to support
youth. We hope that support for
young people will continue to be
reflected in the national econ-
omy. His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik supports the
Omani youth in all his speeches.
We, the young people, must al-
ways be ready to work, creatively
and innovatively, to achieve
Oman Vision 2040. It is true that
hard work without the right vi-
sion can be wasted. Since we
have the right vision before us,
the youth need to put in
painstaking efforts to innovate
and introduce a new way of life
for the generations ahead. 

The seeds of hard work, which
we sow now, will definitely make
a rich harvest in the years ahead.
I am sure that within the next 50
years, Oman will rank among the
top countries in the world where
the youth play a vital role to-
wards global progress on all
fronts.

Nibras al Shukaili
Inventor 

I hope that Oman will have a strong re-
search infrastructure to incubate proj-
ects of young minds in the field of
innovation, provide the necessary sup-
port for them, and transform their ideas
into reality to contribute to the develop-
ment of the economy. We have so many
youngsters with outstanding talent in
varied fields and I am sure that the years
ahead will see Omani youth creating
many new inventions to make life easier
for all. What we need is backing for these
bright young minds so that they are able
to direct their efforts in the right direction
and get due acknowledgement for their
initiatives.

Omar al Maskari
Innovation ambassador, University of
Technology and Applied Sciences, Ibra

I wish the country pays attention to the
capabilities of youth and provides them
the necessary support to realise their
aspirations in the field of innovation. I
hope we spread the culture of research
in society and establish smart cities and
scientific festivals to attract creative
minds and exchange experiences. 

A centre for innovation in each gov-
ernorate will help achieve the aspira-
tions of the innovators. This is the most
progressive era with regard to the use
of information technology and artificial
intelligence, and the sky is the limit for
young minds to do their best in their
chosen fields.

Saud al Mukhaini
CEO, BRQ Advanced Technology 

The sultanate has made great strides in inno-
vation over the past 50 years. Within Oman
Vision 2040, the sultanate aims to reach the
20th place in the world in the field of innova-
tion. I hope Oman will establish companies in
the field of research and development. We
need to make more efforts in the ICT sector
and provide incubators for innovation. Rapid
prototyping centres will help turn ideas into
reality. All innovative ideas need to be exam-
ined in practical terms and the best must see
the light of day. For this, we need to provide
the right support and infrastructure that will
benefit the youth as well as the country.
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Sporting talent - Catching them young 
Close to 20 per cent of Oman’s population is in the 18-29 age group and it is the right time to nurture talent to
produce promising sportsmen to compete internationally. The sultanate’s young sportsmen say there is need to
identify, train and develop youth to excel in sports in the coming years.

Khalid Said al Anqudi
Adventurer 

Omani youth have achieved global
recognition in a variety of sports, includ-
ing football, motor racing, hiking and
mountaineering. If we need to make a
difference in the next few decades in
Oman's participation in global sports, we
need to set up an academy that will dis-
cover and nurture new talent in all sports.
The developed world has many acade-
mies to spot talent at a young age and
nurture them scientifically to excel in
their chosen sports. We need to learn
from these, besides bringing experts and
coaches to develop our youth and pre-
pare them to win laurels at national, re-
gional and international levels.

Emad al Hosni
Former national football team
player

We need to discover young
football talents, nurture them
and provide them with the nec-
essary support. We also need
to introduce modern technolo-
gies to the football field to im-
prove performance of players
and referees. If the game has to
assume greater proportions in
Oman in  the years ahead, we
have to start right now and
provide all that is needed to
promote it. Elaborate plans
have to be supplemented with
necessary infrastructure, like
grounds for practice, sponsor-
ship to take care of logistics as
well as participation in more
tournaments nationally and re-
gionally. Football is dear to
everyone in Oman, but we are
not doing enough to spot new
talent and  develop it. I hope in
50 years, some of the top foot-
ballers internationally will be
Omanis.

Anas al Raqadi
Diver

I hope to support Omani youth and urge
them to take up water sports - such as diving
– and preserve and develop Oman's leg-
endary traditions in the field of sailing. The
need of the hour is to organise several initia-
tives, competitions and festivals to develop
and spread the culture of water sports
among members of society. Currently, facil-
ities for water sports are very limited in
Oman, and so is the interest level. Unless we
promote water sports in a big way and pro-
vide infrastructure for it, we cannot expect
great results. We need to study what is done
in other countries and bring home great
ideas as well formulate plans to implement
them in Oman with greater enthusiasm. 

Salim Juma al Hosni
Founder, Divers of Oman Team and Al
Khabourah Diving Team

Oman needs more focus in the field of
sports to attract foreign investments and
promote tourism and economic develop-
ment. Sports has become an industry that
needs to combine both government and
private sector efforts to achieve more at
the global level. I wish the Ministry of Cul-
ture, Sports and Youth makes plans to es-
tablish sports academies to discover and
support Omani talents. I also hope that the
government promotes water sports, like
diving, and provides information by creat-
ing an app on all diving sites in Oman to
help popularise this sport. It will also at-
tract tourists from different countries of
the world.

Turki al Junaibi 
Photographer 

I thank the government for its interest in Omani
youth. I would like to see centres to train and
develop youth in sports and art. This will help
discover new talents and help raise the name
of Oman in international forums. As of now,
Omani youth have been showing keen interest
in a variety of sports but not all are able to go
ahead with fulfilling careers in sports because
there is a lack of support for promising
sportsperson. In the next 50 years, we need to
create ample opportunities for all those inter-
ested in sports to go ahead with their dreams
by providing them support in many diverse
ways. Sportsmen in other countries are backed
by sponsors as well as provided facilities to
train. We need to do the same in a big way, if
we want to see Oman shine in different sports.
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Dr Halima Nasser al Maskari
Consultant and general surgeon, Al Hayyat International Hospital

My dream for the coming 50 years is to see Omani
women engaged in the digital revolution and the
field of biotechnology. Although it is inspiring and at
the same time terrifying, but I would love to see
them involved in human body shop laboratories
where cells can be grown into new liver, heart, skin,
bone, ears, eyes, etc to replace damaged ones and
overcome diseases like Alzheimer’s, cancer, HIV
and autoimmune disorders.  

In the next 50 years, it is possible that one’s brain
will be digitalised to download and upload emotions,
feelings, memories and sensations. With this, one
could foretell what kind of partner one prefers for
life in order to avoid disappointment and broken
marriages. In such a scenario, wouldn’t the world be
a wonderful place to live?

In the years to come, it will be possible to put a
computer chip under the skin. Pinching it will allow
you to go online and solve any problem with artificial
intelligence. The medical field will be revolutionised
with patients consulting robot doctors that will pre-
scribe medicines and even perform surgeries. 

Dr Matlooba Ayoub al Zadjali
Managing director, Heart & Vascular Center Oman

Women are now getting power worldwide. Occu-
pations were once limited but women have begun
to step into the male-dominated world. After expe-
riencing higher learning, aspirations changed and
gradually society’s expectations had to change as
well.  Education gave confidence and empower-
ment. Business laws have changed to allow more
women in the workplace, giving them a comfortable
environment to work in. Evidence indicates that the
central role of women in society has ensured stabil-
ity, progress and long-term development of nations.
But, there are innumerable challenges and issues
that women face concerning physical and mental
health. Problems like lack of education, improper
health facilities, gender discrimination, unequal
rights, rape, sexual harassment, dowry-related
problems, domestic violence, etc continue.

In order to support women, we should ensure the
rights of all women are respected, valued and re-
alised.  We should encourage women to raise their
voice, volunteer, raise funds, and donate to
women's movements and organisations.

Omani women in the next five decades
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Rumaitha al Busaidi 
Board director, Environment Society of Oman

In the next 50 years, I believe Omani women will be at
the forefront of many industries and the catalyst be-
hind many innovations in the country. As we gear up
for a world where the future of work is expected to
change, I see more and more women at the helm either
at the C-suite level of traditionally male-dominated
sectors, as ministers or as founders of unicorn startups.
What I hope is for women and girls to be fully repre-
sented in advancing climate justice across all levels and
sectors, especially as climate interventions fail to ade-
quately account for women’s and girls’ realities in cli-
mate crises, such as healthcare needs, unpaid care and
domestic work, and lack of basic survival skills. I am a
firm believer that we as Omani women need to break
the glass ceiling and expand opportunities for our fel-
low women and this is achievable in the upcoming five
decades.

Muna al Zadjali
Customer relations officer, Abu Dhabi Shipping Office LLC

Women in Oman have
reached the status of equal
partnership in their contribu-
tion to the development of the
sultanate. 

There is no bar, no hurdle
and no boundary strong
enough to hold back a woman
in achieving what she wants.
Today, for a woman, the only
limitations are her dreams and
aspirations. Omani women
can achieve career excellence
if they set themselves the re-
quired goals. 

Sabra al Maskari 
Senior medical executive specialist, National Oncology Centre, The Royal Hospital

Reforms have allowed Omani women to receive modern education and
they can now be seen working in many sectors, including health, educa-
tion, engineering, law, science and research both in the government and
private sectors. As a personal example, I had the opportunity to go to the
most prestigious universities in the United Kingdom to complete further
education  - MSc and fellowship programme  - in my field of health and
social care. My sincere gratitude to our beloved country’s leaders for their
far-sightedness. 

In the next 50 years, I would love to see Omani women continue their
hard work, maintain their respected position in society and more specif-
ically, move into leadership positions abroad. Women have been suc-
cessfully managing their home and office affairs and should now show
their mettle in leadership in the country’s affairs and abroad. I hope to
see more women as leaders in ministries, public sector undertakings and
as diplomats.

On the occasion of National Day, Omani women talk about the changes, developments
and innovations they would like to see in the sultanate in the next 50 years
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Aadil Thomas Alexander
Managing director, AdLife Hospital

With advancements in customised healthcare technology, increasing
awareness on personal fitness and wellness, and improving access to
high quality medical professional assistance, in the next 50 years the
sultanate can aim to be the healthiest nation in the world. 
Starting with state-of-the-art care for infants and mothers, we should
be able to provide multiple options for the best possible physical and
mental health for citizens of all age groups. A half a century is a long
time in the technology horizon and the power of IoT, AI, machine learn-
ing and Blockchain will no doubt revolutionise the healthcare sector so
that everyone will be able to live their lives to the fullest with the safety
and confidence provided by the healthcare system.

Health a national priority
Oman’s healthcare sector has developed by leaps and bounds in the last few
decades. With Oman Vision 2040 - that makes health a national priority -
remarkable advances are in the offing. Health professionals speak of the
changes, developments or innovations they would they like to see in the sector

Abdul Latheef
Managing director, Badr al Samaa Group of Hospitals

The healthcare sector of Oman is ever evolving and newer technolo-
gies and expertise are added regularly to match international stan-
dards. One strong pillar of a safe and quality healthcare delivery system
is the protocol driven operation laid by the Ministry of Health. 

The healthcare system of Oman will witness a paradigm shift in the
next 50 years, including full expansion of the virtual ICU system where
a critical care specialist can remotely monitor ICU patients and advise
treatment plans. 

Artificial intelligence will create direct interfaces between humans
and technology which will have significant application in patient treat-
ment.

Virtual reality will help see inside the human body and take patients
through their treatment plan, including surgeries, virtually. It will help
doctors plan precision surgeries.

Extensive use of robotic surgery will help doctors perform complex
surgeries with precision and control as compared to conventional
 surgeries, and advancement in healthcare will help retain outgoing
medical tourism patients and generate inbound medical tourism. 

Marcelo Pereira
CEO, Oman International Hospital

All over the world, technology has been revolution-
ising all sectors of activity. The health sector is no
exception.
This technological revolution has led to more ac-
curate, faster and less risky diagnoses, better pre-
pared health professionals, newer drugs and
medications with reduced side effects, and faster
recovery.

The sultanate is one of the few countries world-
wide that has achieved a dramatic transformation
in its health status over a short span of time. From
just two hospitals in 1960s, today Oman boasts of
nearly 100+ hospitals. Oman’s Health Vision 2050
outlines a vision for the future of the sultanate, a
remarkable foresight by the government. But there
could be a few challenges too. Providing healthcare
for all, regardless of their economic status, is a
challenge faced by all governments due to alloca-
tion of resources. An increase in the supply of
health services and stimulus by the state and in-
surance operators should allow for improvement
in standards and the expansion of access to differ-
entiated care.

Dr Mazin al Khabouri
Director general, Private Health Establishments, Ministry of Health

Advances in biotechnology and stem cell sciences along with miniaturisation and computer
power have opened new vistas in the prospect of healthier lives.

Opening of the genetic code will predict the potential weaknesses in an individual and warn
of the diseases which such a person may encounter.

Genetic engineering, as shown in the amazing development of the Covid mRNA vaccine,
would directly target areas at the cellular level to prevent or limit damages from diseases. It
would also be used to switch off inherited harmful genetic codes in the DNA or switch on ben-
eficial ones.

Stem cells would be used to repair or replace damaged areas in the body and strengthen
areas of potential damage. All this would be profiled as soon as or even before a child is born. 

In Oman, with the opening of the SQU Cancer Centre, Hematology Centre, Ministry of
Health Diabetic Centre, Oncology Centre, Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy Centre, Cardiac Centre,
Genetic Centre at The Royal Hospital, IVF Centre at Khoula Hospital, and similar centres in
other governorates would ensure that the above vision of the future finds a fertile ground in
Oman. The extensive use of IT for remote patient access in primary and secondary care will
ensure better and timely healthcare for all areas in Oman.

Dr Laila Harub
Dentist, Harub Dental Surgery

In the next 50 years, I would like to see more bridging between the pri-
vate and government sectors. I would like to see a proper referral sys-
tem in place, something I have been calling for since I came back to
Oman in 2009. 

After the COVID-19 pandemic, I would hope that together we re-
alise that investing in health is the most crucial thing to focus on. I re-
fuse the excuse that we can't do A, B and C because we don't have
funds. If that is the case, then it is high time we threw funds towards
the health sector. I thank all the nurses, medical staff and medical prac-
titioners for all the continuous efforts in caring for us.
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Dr Khalid al Zadjali
Filmmaker 

Oman has excellent locations
for shooting; it is a paradise for
filmmakers. In the next 50
years, I would like to see a film
academy in the country - an ed-
ucational institute with world-
class studios, special effects
and post-production facilities. It
will have teachers from differ-
ent parts of the world training
the next generation of filmmak-
ers and technicians. These
plans have been on paper for
long; I want these to be imple-
mented soon. We want more
studios from Hollywood to
come, shoot, produce as well as
invest in Oman.  

Progress in art and cinema

Mohammad Ali Darwshi
Filmmaker

Oman is in the process of mak-
ing good movies and in the last
few years, there has been much
progress in the arts scene. I
want to see more documentary
films made. We must under-
stand that finance is a big issue
in making films. In the future,
we must have funding from pri-
vate companies and not de-
pendent only on the
government. Also, we need
more support from the Ministry
of Heritage and Tourism and
Ministry of Information.

As Oman celebrates its 51st National Day, people in the art and creative fields
ponder on what they look forward to in the next 50 years. They envisage a
country firmly placed on the world’s arts map

Tattrath Sheffy
Artist 

Being an artist in Oman, I am happy about Oman’s art scene, espe-
cially the contribution made by the Omani Society for Fine Arts, and
Omani youth art studios. To encourage development, setting up gov-
ernment-owned art galleries to showcase young talent is a welcome
idea. There is a great need to promote and help traditional Arabic art
grow. There are many talented artists in the country who need support
to showcase their art. Additionally, contemporary artists/sculptors need
encouragement to fuse their talent with traditional ones. Art – traditional
and modern - should be taught in schools in a manner that will help create ap-
preciation among the young. Universities should include all forms of art in their curriculum. There
must be a coordinated effort to nourish Oman’s own unique traditional designs - whether its ar-
chitecture, jewellery, textiles, calligraphy or sculpture - all under one roof. I wish that Oman’s arts
field shines, dazzling all with its vibrant colours. 

Thanae Pachiyannaki
Musician  

I would love to see Oman promote local artistes and
support them through workshops and activities, giv-
ing them scope to grow and perform at cultural
events. We need to consider music as a career path,
not just a hobby. There are many opportunities for
artistes and we must open them up for our young
generation.

Martin Mbuta
Artist 

Having lived in Oman for more than 20 years, I feel Oman’s art culture
seems to blow hot and cold, quite difficult to predict its growth pattern
for the next few years. Art appreciation in Oman is not yet
entrenched in the local society. However, the general
trajectory is on an upward trend albeit with slow
growth. With the government’s effort to develop the
tourism industry, art culture will certainly grow in tan-
dem. Therefore, I would like to see more aggres-
sive efforts channelled into the tourism sector
because art in any society is inspired by local
attractions, especially traditional culture and
heritage on the side of supply, and a vibrant
tourism market on the demand side. Bun-
dled with the future of the tourism industry,
and the planned development of Oman into a
modern state, I foresee a fully developed art
culture with world-class art galleries in virtually
every wilayat in Oman in the next 50 years.















frEE
CLASSIfIED

LISTINg 

Muscat Daily now offers free classified listings
for individuals in the following categories:
situations Wanted/accommodation Wanted
or available/sale of Household items/ Car for
sale or Wanted/Matrimonial alliances (Word
limit is 35) Please email your listing to daily-
classifieds@apexmedia.co.om or call
99104346
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Our Correspondent
Muscat

OQ, the sultanate’s international
integrated energy group, is con-
sidering the listings for some of
its downstream and upstream
assets on the Muscat Stock 
Exchange (MSX), according 
to a senior official of the com-
pany.

“We are considering listing
some of our assets in the local
market,” Hilal al Kharusi, OQ’s
acting chief executive commer-
cial, said on the sidelines of an
event in Dubai, Reuters reported
on Tuesday.

“We are reviewing at the mo-
ment... some in the downstream

and some in the upstream espe-
cially on the service part of it,” he
told Reuters.

In its bond prospectus earlier

this year OQ said it plans to fund
US$7.9bn in spending over the
next five years through project fi-
nance debt and divestment.

Kharusi, as per Reuters report,
said OQ could consider different

options for its gas network,
which could include stake sales,
local listings or leasing of pipeline
assets.

“Certainly by 2022, we will
have a more concrete view of the
whole portfolio. Now which one
to go first? That would depend
on how the market reacts,” he
said.

Kharusi said OQ is also re-
viewing other assets in its port-
folio, but there is no firm sales
process ‘at the moment’.

While OQ’s own teams are
working on the review, he said
US investment bank Lazard is
advising on some parts of the
business and it is seeking help
from international consultants.

Kharusi also said that OQ 
will consider bond issues next
year after successfully selling
US$750mn this year.

“We align our debt raising
along with the government of
Oman... Probably next year we
will consider issuing a bond,” he
said, adding it is likely to be a
similar size to this year’s.

OQ mulls listing of some
energy assets on MSX

We are reviewing our assets at 
the moment... some in the 
downstream and some in the 
upstream especially on the 
service part of it
Hilal al KHaRusi

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Indian Embassy in Muscat or-
ganised ‘Ambassador’s CEO
Round-table : India-Oman Trade
& Investment Ties – An upward
trajectory’ on Tuesday, second in
a series of interactions aimed at
boosting economic and trade co-
operation between India and
Oman.

The event was attended by
more than 15 prominent Omani

business leaders representing di-
verse sectors of the Omani econ-
omy.

In a press statement, Ambas-
sador of India to Oman, H E Amit
Narang spoke about the robust
and buoyant economic and com-
mercial relations between the
two sides that are poised to grow
further. He stressed that given
the advantages of proximity,
connectivity and familiarity with
each other’s markets, there ex-
ists great potential for enhancing

bilateral trade and deepening in-
vestment cooperation. 

The Ambassador noted with
satisfaction that even during
COVID-19, India has been a reli-
able source of supply for fruits,
vegetables and other essential
items to Oman. Indian compa-
nies have emerged as leading in-
vestors in Oman, particularly in
free zones with presence in vari-
ous sectors like iron and steel,
cement, fertilisers, textile, cables,
chemicals, automotive etc.

Indian Embassy organises
CEO round-table session

Muscat – HSBC Bank Oman was
voted as Market Leader by cor-
porates in Oman for the tenth
consecutive year in the annual
Euromoney Cash Management
Survey.

HSBC Bank Oman was also
voted as the Best Service Bank in
the sultanate by corporates for
the third year.

“Being recognised for ten
years in a row by our clients
demonstrates our clear ability 
to facilitate their trading 
requirements locally and interna-
tionally, and support the trans-
formation of their finance and
treasury functions. This is a re-
markable achievement for our
Global Liquidity and Cash Man-
agement team in Oman, which
demonstrates the value of our in-
vestment in digital,” Melika Bet-
ley, CEO of HSBC Bank Oman,
said in a press release.

The local recognition was
complemented by other HSBC
successes, with the bank once
again voted Market Leader by
corporates in Bahrain, Kuwait
and Qatar.

Kyle Boag, HSBC’s head of
Global Liquidity and Cash Man-
agement in the Middle East,
North Africa and Turkey, said,
“Winning 13 awards in the Eu-
romoney Cash Management
Survey across the MENAT re-
gion demonstrates our clear abil-

ity to leverage the multi-million
dollar IT investment which the
HSBC Group puts into its cash
management platform every
year in order to stay ahead of our
global, regional and local com-
petitors.”

HSBC is the largest and most
widely represented international
banking organisation in the Mid-
dle East, North Africa and Turkey
(MENAT), with a presence in
nine countries across the region:
Algeria, Bahrain, Egypt, Kuwait,
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
Turkey and the United Arab Emi-
rates.

HSBC Oman wins
‘Market Leader’ title
from Euromoney

Melika Betley

Muscat - His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik has issued
two Royal decrees, reading as
follows:

Royal Decree No 66/2021
on the amendment of some
provisions of the Royal Decree
No. 29/2019 on appointing
members of Oman Human
Rights Commission.

Article 1 appoints the follow-
ing as representatives from 
the Shura Council, Foreign
Ministry, Ministry of Labour,
Environment Authority, as
members of Oman Human
Rights Commission in accor-
dance with provisions of Arti-
cles 1 and 2 of the annex
attached to the Royal Decree

No. 124/2008 on establishing
Oman Human Rights Commis-
sion and defining its specialisa-
tions, as follows:

Sheikh Humaid Ali al Ma’ani
(as Deputy Chairman), Dr.
Hamood Ahmed Hamad al
Yahya’ee, Mohammed Ahmed
Mohammed al Rawahi and Dr.
Ahmed Abdullah Obaid
Mahroos al Say’ari.

Article 2 says that this de-
cree shall be published in the
Official Gazette and enforced
from its date of issue.

Royal Decree No. 67/2021
on the ratification of an agree-
ment to establish the Global
Dryland Alliance signed in
Doha on April 21, 2021 and its

amendment protocol signed in
Doha on April 21, 2021, after
presenting the same before the
Shura Council.

Article 1 ratifies the afore-
said agreement and its amend-
ment protocol as per the
version attached to this decree.

Article 2 instructs the de-
partments concerned to de-
posit the document of ratifying
the above-mentioned agree-
ment and its amendment pro-
tocol in accordance with their
provisions.

Article 3 says that this de-
cree shall be published in the
Official Gazette and enforced
from its date of issue.
ONA

HM issues two Royal Decrees



32     MUSCAT DAILY
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2021

BUSINESS

Frankfurt, Germany - Germany’s
energy regulator suspended the
approval process for Russia’s
Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline on
Tuesday, dealing another set-
back to the geopolitically sensi-
tive project and causing Europe’s
sky-high gas prices to soar fur-
ther.

The regulator said the Swiss-
based ‘Nord Stream 2 AG’ oper-
ating company first needed to
become compliant with German
law before it could be certified,
potentially delaying the project’s
start date.

Benchmark European gas
prices jumped around 10 per
cent higher on the announce-
ment, adding to jitters on a con-
tinent already facing soaring
energy bills - with winter fast ap-
proaching.

Critics have in recent weeks
accused Moscow of intentionally
limiting gas supplies to Europe
and driving up prices in an effort
to hasten the launch of Nord
Stream 2, a claim Russia denies.

US, EU criticism
Russia’s state-owned gas

giant Gazprom holds a majority
stake in Nord Stream 2. Ger-
many’s Uniper and Wintershall,
France’s Engie, the Anglo-Dutch
firm Shell and Austria’s OMV are
also involved.

The €10bn project has for
years been dogged by delays and
drawn fierce criticism from Ger-
many’s eastern European Union
allies like Poland and from the
United States.

The Baltic Sea pipeline is set
to double supplies of cheap nat-
ural gas from Russia to Germany,
which the EU’s top economy
says is needed to help it transi-
tion away from coal and nuclear
energy.

But opponents say the re-
cently completed pipeline will in-
crease Europe’s energy
dependence on Russia - which
already provides a third of Eu-
rope’s gas.

Crucially, the pipeline also by-
passes Ukraine’s gas infrastruc-
ture, depriving that country of
much-needed transit fees.

Washington has called the
project a ‘bad deal for Europe’.

Ukraine - in conflict with Rus-
sia since Moscow’s 2014 annex-
ation of Crimea - has warned
that the pipeline could be used
by Moscow as a ‘dangerous
geopolitical weapon’.

Nevertheless, the US earlier
this year waived sanctions on the
project imposed by former pres-
ident Donald Trump, as the
Biden administration looked to
shore up transatlantic relations.

The pipeline was finally com-

pleted in September but is wait-
ing for the approval process to be
completed before it can go on-
line.

Like its Nord Stream 1 prede-
cessor, the 1,200km pipeline will
be able to ship around 55bn
cubic metres of gas annually
from Russia to Europe, with Ger-
many as the main transit hub.

Germany’s energy regulator
said the certification procedure
‘will remain suspended until the
main assets and human re-
sources’ have been transferred
from the Nord Stream 2 parent
company to a new German sub-
sidiary that will own and operate
the German part of the pipeline.

Germany’s energy regulator
has four months to give its green
light for Nord Stream 2. Before
the suspension, the review was
scheduled to last until early Jan-
uary.

After that, the European Com-
mission still needs to give its rec-
ommendation.

Tuesday’s suspension will
likely slow down the process.
Should the operator start using
the pipeline without awaiting
certification, it risks being fined.

Germany’s Economy Ministry
said the suspension was ‘purely
regulatory’ and that ‘if the re-
quirements are met, the [regula-
tor] can continue its review
within the remaining four-month
period’.

Nord Stream 2 AG said it was
setting up the German subsidiary
‘to ensure compliance with appli-
cable rules and regulations’. ‘We
are not in the position to com-
ment on details of the procedure,
its possible duration and impacts
on the timing of the start of the
pipeline operations,’ it added.

The halt was welcomed by
Germany’s Green party, which
opposes Nord Stream 2 and is in
the final stages of forming a
coalition government with the
Social Democrats and the liberal
FDP party.
AFP

Gas prices soar as Germany
halts Nord Stream 2 approval 

North Woodstock, US - Presi-
dent Joe Biden said on Tuesday
he will make a hotly awaited an-
nouncement on who will head
the US Federal Reserve likely by
the start of next week.

“You’re gonna hear that in
about four days,” Biden told re-
porters during a trip to New
Hampshire.

The White House has been
tight lipped about Biden’s inten-
tions for the central bank’s top
job, a crucial position for the US
and international economies as
the globe tries to emerge from
COVID pandemic disruption.

Some bets are on Biden reap-
pointing Jerome Powell, a Re-
publican who has won praise
from officials in the current Dem-
ocratic administration.

However, Biden is also under
pressure from the influential left-
ist wing of his party to pick Lael
Brainard, whom backers believe
would be tougher on banking
regulation.

Regardless of whom he

chooses, economists say the
central bank is unlikely to shift its
policies anytime soon, as a wave
of inflation hampers the econ-
omy’s recovery from the pan-
demic downturn and sends
Biden’s approval rating slumping.

Under Powell, the Federal Re-
serve has been at the centre of
the country’s response to the
pandemic, slashing its bench-
mark lending rate to zero and
pledging to keep it there for
longer than normal to help the
economy regain maximum em-
ployment.

But a price surge that saw the
Labour Department’s consumer
price index register its biggest
year-on-year jump in more than
three decades last month has
added pressure on the monetary
institution.

Biden’s Treasury Secretary
Janet Yellen, who was also Fed
chair, has signaled her support
for Powell, her former deputy, to
serve a second term.
AFP

Biden says will
name Federal 
Reserve chair in 
‘about four days’ 

Lael Brainard Jerome Powell

London, UK - Online retail giant
Amazon on Wednesday said it
plans to stop accepting pay-
ments in the UK made with Visa
credit cards, blaming the move
on high fees.

‘These costs should be going
down over time with technologi-
cal advancements, but instead
they continue to stay high or
even rise,’ Amazon said in a
statement.

Amazon’s UK online site will

no longer accept the cards as of
January 19.

Customers can continue to
use Visa debit cards, Amazon
said.

‘With the rapidly changing
payments landscape around the
world, we will continue innovat-
ing on behalf of customers to add
and promote faster, cheaper, and
more inclusive payment options
to our stores across the globe,’
Amazon added.

Visa hit out at the move, with
a spokeswoman saying the card
payments giant was ‘very disap-
pointed that Amazon is threat-
ening to restrict consumer
choice’.

“When consumer choice is
limited, nobody wins. We have a
long-standing relationship with
Amazon and we continue to
work toward a resolution,” she
added in a statement.
AFP

Amazon to end Visa credit card payments in UK

Washington, US – The US gov-
ernment may run out of money
by December 15, Treasury Secre-
tary Janet Yellen warned on
Tuesday in a letter encouraging
lawmakers to raise the country’s
debt limit to avoid a default.

Democrats and Republicans
in Washington have squabbled
in recent months over raising the
legal limit on how much debt the
United States can accumulate.

In October, they came within
days of hitting the ceiling before
agreeing to a US$480bn stop-
gap hike, which Yellen said
would keep the government run-
ning until December 3.

In a letter to House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi, the Treasury sec-
retary extended her prediction
for when the deadline would be
hit by about two weeks. But she
warned, “There are scenarios in
which Treasury would be left
with insufficient remaining re-
sources to continue to finance
the operations of the US govern-
ment beyond this date.”

“To ensure the full faith and
credit of the United States, it is
critical that Congress raise or
suspend the debt limit as soon as
possible,” Yellen wrote.

The latest imbroglio comes in
the midst of long-running nego-
tiations over Democratic Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s ‘Build Back
Better’ plan to invest US$1.85tn
in American social services and

education.
The Republican minority in

Congress opposes the measure,
and has said it will not agree to
debt ceiling increases to pay for
it, although much of the debt the
US government takes on funds
outlays approved by prior Dem-
ocratic and Republican adminis-
trations.

In October, they argued that
Democrats who lead the House
and Senate should raise the limit
unilaterally, before eventually
dropping their blockade to allow
passage of the temporary in-
crease.

The United States has never
defaulted on its debt and its
Treasury bonds play a major role
in the global financial system, but
economists warn a failure to
raise the ceiling would cause a
massive financial crisis.
AFP

Yellen warns US
could again hit debt
limit on December 15 

Janet Yellen

A road sign directs traffic towards the Nord Stream 2 gas line landfall facility entrance in Lubmin,Germany (AFP)



Brisbane, Australia - One of the
women pulled off a plane at
Doha airport and forced to un-
dergo an invasive gynaecological
search told AFP on Wednesday
that she feels ‘disrespected and
disregarded’ by Qatari authori-
ties and is still ‘terrified’ of trav-
elling a year later.

The French woman in her
fifties, who asked not to be
named, was among a group who
were subjected to intrusive ex-
aminations in October 2020 as
authorities tried to identify the
mother of a newborn abandoned
in an airport bathroom.

Seven women are now
launching legal action against
Qatar Airways and Qatari au-
thorities, seeking redress for an
ordeal that sparked condemna-
tion and global attention ahead
of the country hosting the 2022
World Cup.

The woman said she re-
mained ‘absolutely terrified’ at
the thought of travelling again.

“I don’t think that there’s been
a single day when I haven’t
thought about it,” she told AFP.
“It’s still very much present in my
mind.”

She was among a group of fe-
male passengers escorted off a
Sydney-bound plane late at night
without explanation.

The woman said she grew in-
creasingly nervous as they were
led through Hamad International
Airport and split into smaller
groups, before being taken to the
tarmac where armed officers

stood near several parked ambu-
lances.

“It was intimidating because
there were a lot of policemen
around and they all [had] heavy
guns,” she said.

Finally, an official told the as-
sembled women they would be
checked to see if one of them
was the mother, sending her into

‘panic mode’ at the thought of
the gynaecological examination.

“I didn’t feel, and I think that
none of the women felt, that we
had a choice,” she said.

“They didn’t ask for consent,
they didn’t say ‘You have a right
to say no’... They just said you do
that, and then you go back to the
plane.”

Women on ten Qatar Airways
flights from Doha were subjected
to the searches, including citi-
zens of France, New Zealand and
Australia, where the legal case is
now being brought.

The woman, who was travel-
ling alone, said the experience
was ‘traumatic’ and left the af-
fected passengers in shock.

Facing potentially devastating
commercial and reputational
damage when the incident be-
came public, Qatar last year
vowed to guarantee the future
‘safety and security’ of passen-
gers.

The country’s Prime Minister
issued a public apology, while an
airport police officer who over-
saw the searches was reportedly
convicted.

But the woman said she had
not been contacted by the airline,
airport or Qatari authorities in
the wake of the incident, while
fellow passengers had been sim-
ilarly ignored.

Qatar Airways directed AFP’s
requests for comment to the
Qatari government, while the
country’s embassy in Canberra
did not respond.

The woman said she wanted
a personal, written apology as
well as compensation and evi-
dence that Doha airport had
overhauled its processes.

“We don’t want retaliation,
but we want to be acknowl-
edged. Because so far we feel
we’ve been disrespected and dis-
regarded and we want someone

to be accountable for that,” she
said.

Qatari officials said apologies
had been conveyed through di-
rect channels with Australia,
while training was rolled out to
airport staff to ensure the inci-
dent was not repeated.

The woman said she hoped
the lawsuit would help bring her
closure, and protect other trav-
ellers transiting through Qatar in
the future.

“I would like women to know,
especially women travelling on
their own, that they have to
make decisions about the 
best companies to use and the
best routes to use, because there
are parts of the world that I
wouldn’t advise them to go,” she
said.

Qatar is an ultra-conservative
Muslim monarchy, where sex
and childbirth outside of mar-
riage are punishable by jail.

Ahead of the 2022 World
Cup, the country has struggled to
reassure critics that its promises
on women’s rights, labour rela-
tions and democracy are credi-
ble.
AFP

Qatar ‘disregarded’ women after invasive search
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Dubai, UAE - Drones, guided
missiles, simulators: The United
Arab Emirates is on the offensive
to develop its defence industry in
a bid to wean itself off depend-
ence on imports.

Khalid al Breiki heads one of
five clusters of the Emirati de-
fence consortium EDGE, formed
two years ago and bringing to-
gether 25 Emirati arms firms in a
bid to develop ‘national capaci-
ties’.

According to him, the Abu
Dhabi-based defence consor-
tium is an indicator of the ‘matu-
rity of our industry in the UAE’.

EDGE became the first Middle
Eastern company to rank among
the top 25 military firms in the
world last year, with gross sales
of over US$5bn, according to the
Stockholm International Peace
Research Institute.

“We realised that we needed
to bring our capabilities under
one roof to focus on what we
want to manufacture and service
in the country, and now we 
can go global with that,” Breiki
said.

“We have a startup mentality,
but with an economy of scale.”

The group has 13,000 em-
ployees ‘from all over the world’,
but it wants to hire more UAE
citizens, with a focus on striking
agreements with universities in
the country or abroad.

At the Dubai Airshow, the
huge display erected by EDGE
boasts several homemade prod-
ucts, from guided missiles to cy-
bersecurity systems.

The group’s contracts have
multiplied recently, nearly all of
them with the UAE government.

Particularly lucrative deals
have included maintenance of
military jets, worth almost
US$4bn, as well as providing
guided munitions at US$880mn.

Cooperation 
with Israel
Like neighbouring Saudi Arabia
and Qatar, the UAE is among the
world’s top arms importers and
is seeking to diversify its econ-
omy.

In the defence industry, this
occurs through ‘offsets’, which
require defence manufacturers
to invest in countries that import
equipment from them.

“We have 20 products done
under the ‘Made in the UAE’ ini-
tiative and 13 new products an-
nounced this year,” Breiki said.

“There is an inspiration to
have an indigenous capability,
however we haven’t matured
enough that we can do it without
partners.”

EDGE has signed multiple
deals with foreign partners, in-

cluding US firms Lockheed Mar-
tin and Raytheon, and Brazil’s
Embraer, Breiki said, adding that
they are also part of the ‘Airbus
ecosystem’.

He added that the company
has set up ‘strategic partner-
ships’ with certain firms ‘where
they buy from us and sell for us’.

The establishment of diplo-
matic relations with Israel last
year has opened up new oppor-
tunities for partnerships with Is-
raeli defence firms, which have
made their first appearance at
the Dubai Airshow.

“We’re discussing with them,
we’re signing contracts with
them,” Breiki said, adding,
“We’re in line with our govern-
ment”.

On Sunday, Israeli weapons
giant Elbit, known for its sophis-
ticated unmanned aerial sys-
tems, announced the creation of
a UAE subsidiary that seeks to
‘lead the transfer of technologies
to local partners’.
AFP

UAE seeks to bolster arms
industry to reduce imports

The ‘Reach-S’ drone on display at the booth of EDGE advanced

technology group for defence, at the 2021 Dubai Airshow on Sunday (AFP)

Palestinian Territories - An Is-
raeli military court on Wednes-
day sentenced Spanish aid
worker Juana Rashmawi to 13
months in prison after convict-
ing her of illegally funding a
Palestinian fighter group.

The military said Rashmawi
(63), had confessed to her 
role as a ‘fundraiser for the
Popular Front for the Liberation
of Palestine’, a group blamed
for previous attacks on 
Israelis, a claim she rejected 

via her lawyer.
The court confirmed the

sentence requested by prose-
cutors as part of a plea agree-
ment last week that also
required Rashmawi to pay a
US$16,000 fine.

Her lawyer, Avigdor Feld-
man, told AFP that Rashmawi
could be released within 
two weeks based on time
served. 

“She has been under arrest
since April and there is a

chance she could be released
within two weeks if the parole
committee reduces her sen-
tence by a third,” Feldman 
said.

Born in Madrid and married
to a Palestinian man, Rash-
mawi had been working for a
Palestinian group, the Union of
Health Work Committees. 

Israel said the group fun-
nelled European donations to
the PFLP. 
AFP

Israel sentences Spanish aid
worker to 13 months in jail
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Sokolka, Poland - Poland warned
on Wednesday that the crisis on
the Belarusian border could last
for months or even years, a day
after Polish forces used tear gas
and water cannon to deter
stone-throwing migrants.

Polish Defence Minister Mar-
iusz Blaszczak said there had
been further attempts at cross-
ing the border during the night, in
the latest escalation of a months-
long standoff on the EU’s eastern
border.

Thousands of migrants,
mainly from the Middle East, are
staying on the border in what the
West says is a crisis engineered
by Belarus to try to divide the EU
and hit back against sanctions.

Belarusian President Alexan-
der Lukashenko and his main
ally, Russian President Vladimir
Putin, have rejected the accusa-
tions and criticised the EU for not
taking in the migrants.

“We have to prepare for the
fact that the situation on the Pol-
ish-Belarusian border will not be
resolved quickly. We have to
prepare for months or even
years,” Blaszczak told Poland’s
Radio Jedynka.

Blaszczak said attempts to
cross the border had continued
during the night, adding that mi-
grants had used the same
‘method of attacking the Polish
border’ as seen on Tuesday at
the Bruzgi-Kuznica border cross-
ing.

“The public attention focused
on what happened in Kuznica,
while smaller groups of migrants
tried to break through the Polish
border in other sections, also at
night,” he said.

Flying bans
The border guard service said it
had detected 161 illegal crossing
attempts on Tuesday, including
‘two forceful attempts’.

Polish police said nine officers,
a border guard and a soldier
were hurt during Tuesday’s
clashes - though no officers were
still in hospital on Wednesday.

Belarus and Russia con-
demned the use of tear gas and
water cannon, which came a day
after the EU and US said they
were expanding sanctions
against Belarus.

The West has accused Be-
larus of luring thousands of mi-

grants, many from Iraq and Syria,
with the promise of an easy
crossing into the EU and then
forcing them to stay at the bor-
der.

Eastern EU members Latvia,
Lithuania and Poland have all re-
fused to take the migrants, leav-
ing many stranded for weeks in
forested borderlands.

Following pressure from the
EU, several airlines have said
they will now stop transporting
would-be migrants to Belarus.

Iraq has also said it will start
voluntary repatriations of its 
citizens from Belarus this week
and the EU border agency Fron-

tex is working with the Polish and
Iraqi authorities on arranging
charter flights from Poland as
well.

Lukashenko, who has crushed
opposition to his rule over nearly
three decades in power, dis-
cussed the crisis with German
Chancellor Angela Merkel on
Monday.

It was his first phone call with
a Western leader since he sup-
pressed mass protests against
his rule last year.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov on Wednesday wel-
comed the talks saying it was
‘very important that contact has

been made between representa-
tives of the EU and the leadership
of Belarus’.

But Polish government
spokesman Piotr Muller the con-
versation was ‘not a good step’
and appeared to be ‘an accept-
ance of his choice’, referring to
Lukashenko.

Aid groups say at least 11 mi-
grants have died on both sides of
the border since the crisis began
in the summer and have called
for a humanitarian response to
the crisis.

Visiting areas near the border
on the Polish side, the Council of
Europe human rights commis-
sioner Dunja Mijatovic on Tues-
day said the situation was
‘extremely dangerous’.

“We need to find a way to de-
escalate, to make sure the focus
is really to stop the suffering,”
she told reporters.

The Belarus Red Cross on
Wednesday said that some
1,000 migrants were being 
put up in a ‘logistical centre’ close
to the Bruzgi-Kuznica check-
point.

Another 800 were still in a
makeshift camp near the border,
Russian news agency Ria Novosti
reported.

Volunteers and military per-
sonnel distributed hot porridge,
sweets, water, tea and canned
food in what looked like a large
warehouse, according to images
shown on Russian state televi-
sion.

The Belarusian Health Min-
istry said it had hospitalised six
people, including four children,
from the Bruzgi camp.
AFP

Poland warns migrant crisis
at border could last for years

Migrants aiming to cross into Poland are seen in a camp near the Bruzgi-Kuznica border crossing on the

Belarusian-Polish border on Wednesday (AFP)

Washington, US - The United
States and China have agreed
to ease restrictions on journal-
ist visas shortly after a long-
awaited virtual summit
between its two leaders, with
Beijing on Wednesday calling
the move a ‘hard-won’
achievement.

Washington regularly de-
nounces the deterioration in
China’s treatment of US media
members, and has taken
measures against Chinese
media on US soil that have
been accused of being Beijing’s
propaganda organs. 

In 2020, Beijing expelled
Americans working for several
major newspapers such as the
New York Times, Washington
Post and Wall Street Journal as
tensions soared between the
two countries.

But in the wake of a virtual
summit between US President
Joe Biden and his Chinese
counterpart Xi Jinping, officials
from both countries said they
had agreed to allow new jour-
nalist visas to be issued.

A State Department
spokesman said on Tuesday
that discussions in recent

months had led to ‘some initial
progress’ in ‘a few areas’ of the
media environment. The offi-
cial said China had ‘committed
to issue visas for a group of US
reporters, provided they are el-
igible under all applicable laws
and regulations’.

Beijing also promised to
‘permit US journalists already
in the PRC (People’s Republic
of China) to freely depart and
return, which they had previ-
ously been unable to do’, the
US official said.

Chinese state media said
both sides had reached an
agreement, including to ‘recip-
rocally approve’ the visas of
new journalists.

Both sides agreed to extend
the validity of journalist visas to
one year, after both countries
had largely capped permits to
three months.

Asked about the agreement
on Wednesday, Chinese for-
eign ministry spokesman Zhao
Lijian told reporters that ‘this
hard-won achievement is in
line with the interests of media
on both sides, and is worth
treasuring’.
AFP

US, China agree to
ease restrictions
on journalist visas

Tehran, Iran - The head of the
UN nuclear watchdog will visit
Tehran on Monday next week,
Iran’s atomic agency said, as the
Vienna-based body reported
that the Islamic republic has
boosted its stock of highly-en-
riched uranium.  

International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) chief Rafael
Grossi had expressed concern on
November 12 over a lack of con-
tact with the Iranian government,
describing it as ‘astonishing’.

He said he had hoped to meet
Iranian officials ahead of the next
meeting of the IAEA’s board of
governors, scheduled for next
week.

Later this month talks are due
to restart in Vienna on reviving
the moribund 2015 nuclear deal
between Iran and world powers.

Those negotiations will be at-
tended by the remaining parties
- Britain, China, France, Germany
and Russia - while the US will
participate indirectly.

Grossi said last week about
Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi’s
administration that, “I have not
had any contact with this gov-

ernment... that has been there for
more than five months”.

The only exceptions had been
‘technical conversations’ with
Iran’s new atomic energy chief
Mohamed Eslami, he said.

Iran responded three days
later by confirming it had ex-
tended an invitation to Grossi.

The head of the UN agency
‘will arrive on the evening of
Monday, November 22 in
Tehran’, Iran’s atomic agency
spokesman told Fars news

agency on Wednesday.
Grossi will on Tuesday meet

Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian and Eslami, the
spokesman for Iran’s atomic en-
ergy agency added.

Also on Wednesday the IAEA
said in a report seen by AFP that
its estimate of Iran’s stockpile of
highly enriched uranium as of
November 6, was 2,489.7kg -
many times in excess of the limit
laid down in the 2015 agreement. 

The total amount now in-

cludes 113.8kg enriched to 20 per
cent, up from 84.3kg in Septem-
ber, and 17.7kg enriched up to 60
per cent, up from 10kg, the report
said.

Grossi’s last visit to Tehran
was in September, when he
clinched a deal on access to
monitoring equipment at Iran’s
nuclear facilities.

But days later, the IAEA com-
plained that it was prevented
from ‘indispensible’ access to a
unit at the TESA complex in the
city of Karaj, near Tehran, in vio-
lation of the September deal.

Iran’s ambassador to the
IAEA rejected the charge, tweet-
ing that ‘equipment related to
this complex are not included for
servicing’, referring to IAEA work
on its monitoring equipment.

The IAEA on Wednesday also
‘categorically’ denied its cameras
had played a part in an un-
claimed June attack on the TESA
complex. Tehran - which has
blamed its arch enemy Israel -
had told the agency it was inves-
tigating the possibility, the IAEA
said in a report.
AFP

UN nuclear chief to visit Tehran next week

Rafael Grossi, head of the International Atomic Energy Agency (AFP)

Kabul, Afghanistan - The Taliban
called on Wednesday on US
Congress members to release
Afghan assets frozen after their
takeover of the country, warning
economic turmoil at home could
lead to trouble abroad.

In an open letter, Taliban For-
eign Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi
said the biggest challenge facing
Afghanistan was financial inse-
curity, ‘and the roots of this con-
cern lead back to the freezing of
assets of our people by the
American government’.

Washington has seized nearly
US$9.5bn in assets belonging to

the Afghan central bank, and the
aid-dependent economy has ef-
fectively collapsed - with civil
servants unpaid for months and
the treasury unable to pay for im-
ports.

Concerned nations have
pledged hundreds of millions of
dollars in aid, but are reluctant to
commit funds unless the Taliban
agree to a more inclusive govern-
ment and to guarantee the rights
of women and minorities.

“I present to you our compli-
ments and would like to share a
few thoughts on our bilateral re-
lations,” Muttaqi wrote, noting

that 2021 was the centenary 
of Washington recognising
Afghanistan’s sovereignty.

“No threat is posed to the re-
gion or world from Afghanistan
and a pathway has been paved
for positive cooperation.”

He warned, however, that the
economic situation could spark a
mass exodus. 

“If the current situation pre-
vails, the Afghan government
and people will face problems
and will become a cause for
mass migration in the region and
world which will consequently
create further humanitarian and

economic issues,” he said.
Muttaqi said the United

States risked further damaging
its reputation in the country “and
this will serve as the worst mem-
ory ingrained in Afghans at the
hands of America”.

“We hope that the members
of the American Congress will
think thoroughly in this regard,”
he added.

“I request... so that doors for
future relations are opened, as-
sets of Afghanistan’s Central
Bank are unfrozen and sanctions
on our banks are lifted.”
AFP

Taliban appeal US to release assets







Montevideo, Uruguay - Ar-
gentina qualified for next year’s
World Cup in Qatar as a point in
their 0-0 draw with Brazil on
Tuesday proved enough after
defeats for Chile and Uruguay.

The reigning Copa America
champions came into the match
against their arch rivals knowing
that a win might not be enough
to secure their ticket, but a draw
could be.

And Chile’s 2-0 defeat at
home to Ecuador, coupled with
Uruguay’s 3-0 loss to Bolivia,
sent Argentina through. 

It caps a fine year for Ar-
gentina and Lionel Messi, who
won their 15th Copa America in
July with a 1-0 final victory over
Brazil at Rio de Janeiro's iconic
Maracana stadium.

“If we analyse this year, it was
beautiful. What we’ve been
through with the fans ... every-
thing was complete,” said Ro-
drigo De Paul.

Argentina welcomed back six-
time Ballon d’Or winner Messi to
their starting line-up while star

forward Neymar missed out for
Brazil. But Messi was unable to
inspire his team in a match of
few chances, against opponents
who booked their ticket to Qatar
on Thursday with a 1-0 win over
Colombia.

Brazil remain top of the quali-
fying group, six points clear of
Argentina, who took their un-
beaten run to 27 matches.

“We played very well in every
match this year. We’re already
qualified for the World Cup,” said
Brazil’s Fred. “Today we failed in
the final third but the most im-
portant thing is coming away
without a goal against.”

Brazil wasted a two-on-two
break when Fred’s pass forced
Vinicius Junior wide, and his first
touch ran out of play.

It summed up a match that
never caught fire and in which al-
most nothing came off from ei-
ther side.

Quick-thinking Matheus
Cunha tried to score the goal of
the qualification campaign when
attempting to chip Argentina

goalkeeper Emiliano Martinez
from inside his own half, but his
effort sailed over the crossbar.

Argentina came alive in the
last five minutes of the half as De
Paul managed the hosts’ first
shot on target, although Alisson
Becker dealt with it comfortably
in the Brazil goal.

Brazil had only managed one
shot on target themselves in the
first 45 minutes, and that was a
weak effort by Fred.

The major talking point was
how Argentina centre-back
Nicolas Otamendi escaped a red
card for elbowing Raphinha in
the face, drawing blood. Accord-
ing to reports, Raphinha needed
five stitches at half-time.

Much-maligned Manchester
United midfielder Fred almost
became the unlikely hero in the
second period when he came
closest yet to breaking the dead-
lock, clipping the top of the bar
with Martinez beaten.

But there was little else to get
excited about, with neither goal-
keeper seriously tested.

Bolivia, Peru close in
Twice world champions
Uruguay’s hopes suffered a huge
blow as they were thrashed at
10-man Bolivia, leaving them
seventh in the 10-team group, al-
though only a point off the last
automatic qualification place.

A brace from Juan Carlos
Arce and another from Marcelo
Martins gave Bolivia a comfort-
able victory that keeps their qual-
ification hopes alive.

Even the dismissal of Carmelo
Algaranaz 15 minutes from the
end, with the score 2-0, did not
ruin Bolivia's night.

A third win in four matches
left Bolivia just two points behind
Colombia in fourth.

Colombia are hanging on by
their fingernails to the final qual-
ification berth after a fifth
straight game without a goal -
four of which ended 0-0. Colom-
bia could not force a winner at
home to Paraguay, even though
the visitors had Adrian Cubas
sent off six minutes from time.
AFP

Argentina’s Lionel Messi is marked by Brazil’s Alex Sandro (left) during their qualifying match, in San Juan, Argentina, on Tuesday (AFP)

argentina qualify
for World Cup after
0-0 draw with Brazil Los Angeles, US - Canada took a

giant stride towards their first
World Cup finals appearance in
36 years on Tuesday after beat-
ing Mexico 2-1 to vault to the top
of the CONCACAF qualifying
standings.

Two goals either side of half-
time from Turkey-based forward
Cyle Larin fired the Canadians to
a victory, which leaves them one
point clear of the United States
with 16 points from eight games.

Hector Herrera’s 90th-minute

goal for Mexico set up a frenzied
finish at Edmonton’s Common-
wealth Stadium, where snow had
been cleared from the pitch
shortly before kick-off as tem-
peratures plunged to minus 9°C.

The final whistle was met with
a mass confrontation involving
players from both sides as tem-
pers flared.

The result means Canada are
now firmly on course to qualify
for next year's finals in Qatar.
Canada’s only other World Cup

appearance came at the Mexico
finals in 1986.

Canada’s win saw them
leapfrog over the United States
for top spot in CONCACAF’s
eight-team final round of qualify-
ing.

The USA were held to a 1-1
draw against Jamaica earlier on
Tuesday after a spectacular
equaliser from West Ham striker
Michail Antonio secured a share
of the points for the Reggae Boyz.
AFP

Cardiff, UK - Wales secured a
home semi-final in the World
Cup qualifying play-offs as Kief-
fer Moore’s equaliser earned an
impressive 1-1 draw against Bel-
gium on Tuesday.

Rob Page’s side were already
guaranteed a World Cup play-off
spot in March through their Na-
tions League results. But finishing
second in Group E would ensure
they avoided a daunting trip to
the likes of Italy and Portugal in
the play-off semi-finals.

When Kevin De Bruyne put
Belgium ahead in the first half,

that ambition was under threat.
But Cardiff striker Moore

equalised at his Championship
club’s stadium in the Welsh cap-
ital to guarantee the valuable
play-off seeding after Turkey
failed to secure the four-goal vic-

tory they needed against Mon-
tenegro. 

“I couldn’t be prouder. I was
very emotional at the end. That
group of men out there, to put
that performance in after a big
game on Saturday, it was out-
standing,” Page said. “I’m not
surprised at how positive our re-
action was to their goal. We’ve
done it before.”

Wales will go into the draw
later in November feeling more
confident about their bid to qual-
ify for the World Cup.
AFP

Wales earn play-off with Belgium draw 

Kieffer Moore (AFP)

Canadian forward Cyle Larin (right) during a match against Haiti (AFP)
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Rotterdam, Netherlands - Two
late goals by Steven Bergwijn and
Memphis Depay on Tuesday saw
the Netherlands book a ticket to
the 2022 World Cup in Qatar, as
they held Norway at bay with a 
2-0 victory in Rotterdam.

Bergwijn, the standout player
of the evening on the right wing,
drilled the ball into the roof of the
net following an assist by Arnaut
Danjuma after a lacklustre 83
minutes that saw both sides
struggle to create chances.

Bergwijn again played a key
role in the Dutch’s second goal a
few minutes later, after a
counter-attack saw him run al-
most the length of the field be-
fore passing the ball to Depay,
who slotted it past a diving Orjan
Nyland.

Depay’s 12th goal of the qual-
ifying campaign rounded off the
evening for the Netherlands, who
only needed a draw against Nor-
way to finish top of Group G
ahead of Turkey and the Norwe-
gians. 

“They stuck to the game plan,
they were a lot more compact,”

Dutch coach Louis van Gaal said.
Van Gaal admitted he was

‘worried that things could go
wrong’, especially after the his
side’s shocking 2-2 draw against
Montenegro over the weekend
when they let a two-goal lead slip
in the final 10 minutes.

“But this evening we kept the
match under control,” he added.

Both teams seemed indecisive
at times in cold and rainy condi-
tions at De Kuip and the match
seemed set for the defences to
come out on top.

Throughout the game the
Oranje created more chances
and Norway never really threat-
ened the Dutch goal, manned by
veteran keeper Jasper Cillessen.

The hosts played with an
added disadvantage after Van
Gaal injured his hip after a fall on
Sunday and was confined to a
wheelchair up in the stands.

Dutch captain Virgil van Dijk
praised his team, saying: “It was
a solid win, we almost gave noth-
ing away.”
AFP

Dutch defeat Norway to book slot

Netherlands’ Steven Bergwijn (front left) celebrates with teammates

after scoring his team’s first goal, in Rotterdam on Tuesday (AFP)

Canada eye World Cup
dream as Mexico freeze
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Spain’s Garbine Muguruza (left) and Estonia’s Anett Kontaveit before their group game, in Zapopan, Mexico, on November 14 (AFP)

The Omani delegation led by OKC chairman Saeed bin Saleh al Azri includes seven international referees

Dubai - Three karatekas from
Oman under the national coach
Ali bin Saeed al Shabibi are par-
ticipating at the 25th edition of
the Karate World Champi-
onship, which got underway in
Dubai on Tuesday.

The championship, which
kicked off at the Hamdan bin
Mohammed bin Rashid Sports
Complex under the patronage of
His Highness Sheikh Mansour
bin Mohammed bin Rashid al
Maktoum, chairman of the Dubai
Sports Council, is said to have
the highest number of partici-

pants ever recorded in the his-
tory of this major global event.

According to a press state-
ment issued on Wednesday,
1,054 players  representing 117
countries are participating in
various categories of the event
that will run until November 22.

The Omani delegation led by
Saeed bin Saleh al Azri, chairman
of the Omani Karate Committee
(OKC), includes OKC secretary
Ali al Maawali and seven inter-
national referees - Salim bin Dar-
wish al Qutaiti, Ahmed bin Saeed
al Zakwani, Youssef bin Musalim

al Siyabi, Salim bin Suleiman al
Masrouri, Hilal bin Mohammad
al Abdali, Hisham Abdul-Malik
Bani Taroof and Nesma Ahmed
Wanas - besides the three play-
ers Ali bin Talib al Raisi, Abdullah
bin Qassim Awlad Thani, Hawra
bint Kumail al Lawati, and their
coach Shabibi.

The Omani referees partici-
pated in the kata and kumite
course conducted by the World
Karate Federation (WKF) from
November 9 to 15.

Sharing his experience while
undertaking the WKF course,

Abdali, chairman of the Referees
Committee of the Omani Karate
Committee, said, “The participa-
tion was distinguished as it
added new information to the
Omani referees and others in the
world of arbitration.”

While Youssef al Siyabi got
the Referee B badge in the ku-
mite and the Judge A badge in
the kata, Ahmed al Zakwani got
the Judge A badge in the kumite.
Salim al Qutaiti got the Judge A
badge in the kata and Nesma
Wanas got the Judge A badge in
the kata.

Omani players, referees in Dubai for
25th Karate World Championship

Turin, Italy - Reigning champion
Daniil Medvedev moved to the
brink of the last four at the ATP
Finals on Tuesday by edging out
Alexander Zverev 6-3, 6-7 (3-7),
7-6 (8-6) in a dramatic match in
Turin. Russian second seed
Medvedev missed two match
points in a gripping deciding-set
tie-break before getting over the
line at the third time of asking.

“Definitely one of the matches
to remember,” said the US Open
winner, who beat Poland’s Hu-
bert Hurkacz in his opening
group encounter.

Medvedev now leads Zverev
6-5 in their head-to-head, having

also beaten him in the round-
robin stage last year.

“Sometimes that’s how tennis
is,” he added. “You just try to do
your best. Sometimes luck is on
your side, sometimes not.”

Medvedev is not guaranteed a
semi-final place yet, though, as
defeat by alternate Jannik Sinner
in his final group match would
leave him level with the young
Italian and Zverev, should the
German see off Hurkacz. Sinner
replaced fellow home hope Mat-
teo Berrettini in the draw and
made an immediate impact by
thrashing Hurkacz 6-2, 6-2.
AFP

Daniil Medvedev reacts after defeating Alexander Zverev (AFP)

Medvedev edges Zverev
in ATP Finals thriller

WTA FINALS

Guadalajara, Mexico - Anett
Kontaveit will face Garbine
Muguruza in the final of the sea-
son-ending WTA Finals in
Guadalajara after both women
battled through the semi-finals in
contrasting fashion on Tuesday.

Sixth seed Muguruza over-
powered Spanish compatriot
Paula Badosa 6-3, 6-3 to reach
the final before the eighth-
seeded Estonian Kontaveit
needed three sets to down Greek
fourth seed Maria Sakkari 6-1, 3-
6, 6-3 in just over two hours.

It means two-time Grand
Slam champion Muguruza will
face Kontaveit in a rematch of
their group game from earlier in
the tournament. Muguruza de-
feated Kontaveit in straight sets
when the two met on Sunday.

Against Badosa on Tuesday,
Muguruza raced through the first
set in just 35 minutes to seize the

lead, but was made to work
harder in the second.

Badosa paid the price for a
loss of composure at crucial mo-
ments, notably in the third game

of the second set when she
squandered three break points.

Instead, Muguruza held for a
3-0 lead and with Badosa ap-
pearing increasingly annoyed
with her performance, the result
was never in doubt.

Badosa held serve in the
fourth game to make it 3-1.

But a wild pulled return from
Badosa allowed Muguruza to
hold for a 4-1 lead, and Badosa

was soon in trouble in the next
game, going 0-40 down after
two wild returns and a double-
fault. She rallied superbly to hold
serve however, saving four break
points, but the reprieve was only
temporary.

The next two games went
with serve to leave Muguruza
serving for the match at 5-3.

Although Badosa took a 0-30
lead, Muguruza regrouped and
claimed victory when Badosa
sent a return into the net on
match point. In the late semi-
final, Kontaveit had looked to be
poised for a brisk victory after
racing through the first set 6-1.
But the durable Sakkari battled
back to take the second to level
the match to set up a decider.

Kontaveit showed great char-
acter in the final set however,
saving eight game points to
break Sakkari for a 5-3 lead be-
fore serving out for the match.
AFP

Kontaveit, Muguruza book showdown

Muguruza will
face Kontaveit
in a rematch 
of their 
group game






