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The Ministry of Transport, Com-
munications and Information
Technology (MTCIT) has un-
veiled plans to invest approxi-
mately RO2.5bn in the transport
and logistics sector over five
years from 2021 to 2025. 

This significant development
was revealed following the con-
clusion of the second series of
workshops focused on attracting
investments in this sector. 

The workshops were jointly
conducted by MTCIT and the
Civil Aviation Authority (CAA),
with support from the National
Programme for Investment and
Export Development (Nazdaher).

The intensive two-week work-
shops, which were a collaborative
effort between the ministry,
CAA, and Nazdaher, brought
forth 27 investment opportuni-
ties and six initiatives to enhance
the logistics sector. 

These sessions provided a
platform for investors and private
companies to discuss challenges,
refine their proposals, and ex-
plore investment possibilities in

partnership with Nazdaher.
Eng Khamis Mohammed al

Shammakhi, Undersecretary for
Transport at MTCIT, highlighted
the ministry’s strategic plan to

invest around RO2.5bn in the
sector. He indicated that the cur-
rent valuation of proposed proj-
ects stands at RO1.4bn,
encompassing both announced

and yet-to-be floated investment
opportunities.

Goals include boosting gov-
ernment revenue growth from
the sector, achieving RO18mn in

returns from land transport by
2025, and increasing employ-
ment opportunities in related
sectors from 19% in 2023 to 21%
in 2025.

The workshops witnessed
participation from about 250 em-
ployees representing 56 govern-
ment and private entities, along
with 15 investors from Oman and
abroad. They covered various
topics aimed at increasing invest-
ment in the sector, enhancing its
appeal to Omani professionals,
and boosting Oman’s standing in
the Logistics Performance Index. 

Additionally, these sessions
were designed to address ongo-
ing project challenges, attract
new investments, and bolster
overall support for the sector.

This initiative by MTCIT is a
significant step towards advanc-
ing Oman’s transport and logis-
tics sector, aiming to drive
economic growth and improve
the sultanate’s global logistics
profile.

OMAN
DENOuNcEs
TArgETiNg 
Of schOOl 
iN gAzA
Muscat - Oman has
condemned Israel’s
continued unjustified military
attacks against the
Palestinian people, including
the massacre that targeted
the Al Fakhoura School run
by United Nations Relief and
Works Agency for Palestine
Refugees, which resulted in
the death of civilians
displaced from the northern
Gaza Strip.

The sultanate has sent its
condolences to the families of
those killed and its best
wishes for a speedy recovery
for the wounded, the Foreign
Ministry said in a statement,
adding that the country
values the steadfastness of
the brave Palestinian people
in the face of injustice,
aggression and the continued
Israeli occupation of the
Palestinian territories, in
flagrant violation of
international law and United
Nations Security Council
resolutions. It renewed call on
the international community
to impose sanctions on Israel.

Dream destination: Maldives
is ideal for a honeymoon trip
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Dhofar governorate experienced
a significant increase in tourist
arrivals during the khareef sea-
son of 2023, recording approxi-
mately 962,000 visitors. This
marks an 18.4% rise from the
813,000 visitors in the 2022 sea-
son.

Data from the National Centre
for Statistics and Information

(NCSI) revealed that spending
by tourists in Dhofar during the
2023 khareef season escalated
to RO103mn, up from RO86mn
in the previous year, a jump of
19.7%. Additionally, the duration
of stay for visitors extended to
7mn nights, a notable increase
from 6mn nights in 2022.

The NCSI data further showed
a substantial rise in the number
of Omani visitors during this pe-
riod, with a 69.2% increase to

666,307. The region also wel-
comed 190,853 visitors from
other GCC states, a considerable
growth compared to 107,804
during the same period in 2022.

Expenditure on housing wit-
nessed a 19.4% increase, totaling
RO33.68mn and accounting for
32.2% of the total tourist spend-
ing. Food and drink expenses fol-
lowed, amounting to
RO25.598mn, which comprised
24.9% of the overall expendi-

ture. Travel ticket expenses rep-
resented 18.8% of the total,
reaching RO19.268mn. Spending
on other miscellaneous items
amounted to RO24.693mn.

Omanis contributed the most
to the tourist expenditure, ac-
counting for 62.4% of the total,
which equaled RO64.7mn. Visi-
tors from the GCC countries
contributed 22.5% to the total
spending, amounting to
RO23.8mn.

Current valuation of
proposed projects
stands at RO1.4bn,
encompassing 
both announced 
and yet-to-be 
floated investment
opportunities
Eng Khamis mohammEd
al shammaKhi

Dhofar sees remarkable surge in tourists, spending during khareef 2023
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With over 2,600 participants
congregating from various parts
of the world for the celebrated
Himam Trail Run Race, the or-
ganisers in Oman are all set for
its mega start on Thursday.

Organised by Dakhliyah gov-
ernorate with the Ministry of
Heritage and Tourism as main
partner, this year’s edition will
take place in the scenic terrains
of Al Hajar Mountains.

Over 600 participants from
62 countries are competing in
the main distances, while ap-
proximately 2,000 individuals
have registered for the fun and
kids’ races, the organisers in-
formed.

On the first day, the classic

and challenging Al Hajar Ultra
110km will be flagged off in the
picturesque town of Al Hamra.
In this challenging trail, runners
will embark on a journey
through the rugged beauty of
Jabal Akhdar before descending
into Birkat al Mouz. 

Along the way, they will nav-
igate rocky paths, climb steep
inclines, and take in the stunning
views of the surrounding land-
scape, ultimately gaining a total
of 5700 metres of elevation.

Two more races - the techni-
cal and scenic Skyward Canyon
55km and Scenic Sprint 20km -
will be held consecutively in Izki
and Birkat al Mouz on Friday. 

Runners will expect a truly
unforgettable experience as
they navigate rocky paths, climb
steep inclines, and take in the

breathtaking views of the sur-
rounding landscape. 

‘The 20km distance is a com-
pletely new trail designed to
give runners scenic views of au-
thentic Omani landscapes’, the
organisers stated. 

A range of shorter distances
are also on offer to enable more
members of the community to
embark on the wonders of trail
runners with the Hilly Haven
10km, Village Rush 5km, Mini
Marvels 4km, and the Tiny Ti-
tans races (2km and 1km) taking
place over the weekend. These
trails are designed to cater to all
levels of runners, from elite ath-
letes to young enthusiasts.

The event will see a roster of
elite runners including Jason
Schlarb (USA), Kristina Schou
Madsen (Denmark), Moham-

mad Reza (Iran), Aziza el Am-
rany and Rachid al Emrany (Mo-
rocco), Salama Alaqra (Jordan),
and Perrine Fages (France),
adding a competitive edge to
the race. Their presence is a tes-
tament to the race’s growing
prominence in the international
mountain running community.

In addition to the races, the
event will feature an exhibition,
with various vendors, sports-re-
lated activities, and food options. 

“The race is a culmination of
years of experience and dedica-
tion, with the goal of making it a
landmark event at both the Mid-
dle East and international levels.
The Hajar mountain range with
a distinctive terrain enjoys an in-
ternational recognition,” said
Mohammed al Riyami, vice
president of the race.

4th Himam Trail Run Race
to kick off on Thursday

Muscat – Omran Group; Al
Wafa’a Centre for the Rehabilita-
tion of People with Disability; and
DusitD2 Naseem Resort, Al Jabal
Al Akhdar; on Sunday launched  a
first of its kind initiative con-
cerned with supporting people
with disabilities in the tourism
sector.

‘GIFTed’ was launched in Jabal
Akhdar to enhance the capabili-
ties of people with disabilities and
pave the way for them to acquire
practical skills through spe-
cialised training that qualifies
them to engage in the labour
market.

The inauguration was held
under the patronage of H H
Sayyida Hujaiaja Jaifr al Said.

New initiative to
empower people
with disabilities

Send your comments to muscatdaily@apexmedia.co.om
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The GCC ministers of transport
have set December 2030 as tar-
get for the completion of the GCC
railway project. 

The 25th meeting of the Com-
mittee of GCC Ministers of
Transport and Communications
- convened in Muscat on Thurs-
day under the chairmanship of
Oman’s Ministry of Transport,
Communications and Informa-
tion Technology - marked a sig-
nificant stride in regional
connectivity.

The session followed the dis-
cussions at the meeting of the
GCC undersecretaries for trans-
port and communications the
previous day.

In a notable development, the
2024 budget for the GCC Rail-
way Authority was ratified, along
with three key bylaws/regula-
tions: ‘The GCC administrative
regulation’, ‘The financial and ac-
counting regulation’, and ‘The
procurement and storage regula-
tion’ for the Gulf Railways Au-
thority.

H E Eng Said bin Hamoud bin
Said al Ma’awali, Minister of
Transport, Communications and

Information Technology, spoke
about the transport and commu-
nications sector’s pivotal role in
promoting economic growth and
sustainable development. 

He emphasised the sector’s
unique position in bridging pro-
duction and consumption areas,
as well as facilitating the efficient
movement of people, materials,
and goods, thereby optimising
the use of natural resources.

Khalid Ali al Sunaidi, assistant
secretary for Economic and De-
velopment Affairs at the GCC
Secretariat General, shed light on

the transportation sector’s cru-
cial contribution to the national
economies of GCC member
states. He acknowledged the
sector’s rapid development in
easing the movement of citizens
and residents among the GCC
countries and enhancing intra-
trade, which stood at over
US$107bn in 2022.

Sunaidi elaborated on the
strategic importance of the GCC
railway project, currently in
progress, as a significant step to-
wards Gulf integration. 

This project is expected to bol-
ster intra-trade exchange, sup-
port joint investments, and
enhance Gulf economic integra-
tion, with a notable impact on
global supply chains. 

Predictions suggest that the
GCC railway network will serve
over 8mn passengers and trans-
port approximately 95mn tonnes
of freight by 2045.

The meeting also recom-
mended adopting a unified regu-
latory framework for conducting
ballast water tests on ships at
GCC ports, among other regula-
tory measures, further under-
scoring the commitment to
regional development and coop-
eration.

This project is 
expected to bolster
intra-trade 
exchange, support
joint investments,
and enhance 
Gulf economic 
integration, with
a notable impact
on global supply
chains

GCC railway opening
date set for Dec 2030
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manoj agarwala
General Manager

I would like to see ad-
vancements in Oman’s
tourism and education
sectors. The develop-
ment of a major airline
hub, enhanced adventure
and water sports facili-
ties, and a focus on Eng-
lish language programmes would greatly
benefit our integration with the global econ-
omy. Furthermore, the implementation of
long-term visas for family members could
contribute to societal well-being. Infrastruc-
ture development is crucial, and I envision
the establishment of railways and seamless
travel within the Gulf countries. I am partic-
ularly fond of Oman’s rich culture and her-
itage, as well as its unique blend of deserts,
mountains, and sea.

manish solanki
Club Manager

Looking ahead, the com-
pletion of the Oman Rail
project will be a signifi-
cant milestone. This am-
bitious railway network
promises to transform
Oman’s transportation
infrastructure, boosting
logistics, trade, and tourism. The project
symbolises Oman’s commitment to eco-
nomic growth and connectivity.

ofelia V hassan
Lecturer

Prioritising education is
key. We need to
strengthen values and
environmental aware-
ness from a young age.
The Omani culture of
helpfulness and peace-
fulness is admirable and contributes to the
sultanate’s unique environment of safety and
tranquility.

omar mashuhur thangal
Sales

I’d like to see progress in
sustainable living, health-
care, education, and en-
vironmentally friendly
farming. The unmatched
hospitality of the Omani
people is what I find
most attractive and dis-
tinctive.

ca nikhil Raj
Internal Audit Manager

Consistent and clear reg-
ulations are crucial for
attracting investors and
fostering long-term eco-
nomic growth. Once a
robust regulatory foun-
dation is in place, other
factors like incentives, in-
frastructure, and workforce development
can complement and further enhance the at-
tractiveness of the investment landscape.

aisha al bakry
Artist

I envision a creative
economy led by artists,
focusing on youth em-
ployment and innovative
activities. This approach
will not only attract
tourists but also provide
meaningful jobs to the
youth, contributing to Oman’s cultural and
economic development. Addressing the cur-
rent unemployment rate is of paramount im-
portance. To engage the population
effectively, meaningful activities that con-
tribute to public education should be pro-
moted, particularly on weekends.
Open-minded youthful visionaries should
rightfully be entrusted with decision-making
in this essential sector. Additionally, it's im-
perative for all ministries to collaborate.

Dr fatima el madkouri
Head of Registry and 
Student admissions, GUtech

On this special day, I en-
vision community-cen-
tric developments in
Oman, with improved in-
frastructure, eco-friendly
initiatives, and strategies
promoting social bonding
and family time. I hope to see concrete in-
centives for using public transportations and

a clear national strategy for promoting social
bonding among families by encouraging
work from home when possible, closing
shops and malls earlier, 6pm for few days a
week, and enticing parents to spend more
quality time at home with their kids and
loved ones. 

syed aqueel
Business Development Manager

Investing in human capi-
tal development and fos-
tering a highly educated,
skilled, and healthy work-
force is the most prereq-
uisite for a nation’s
progress. Economic di-
versification with focus
on education, healthcare, and diverse eco-
nomic sectors will enhance the nation’s pro-
ductivity and resilience.

srividya Vurrinkala Kanaka
Homemaker

I wish to see a stronger
focus on education, with
an emphasis on STEAM
and English language
skills. Enhancing the ease
of doing business by re-
moving roadblocks and
streamlining policy mak-
ing and implementation, as well as promot-
ing job opportunities based on skill sets and

the needs of businesses is crucial. Focus on
developing the tourism sector and improving
transport system is also important. The po-
liteness and community spirit of the Omani
people are truly heartwarming.

charles chukwunonso
Musician

Oman’s rapid progress in
infrastructure and
healthcare is commend-
able, while the tourism
sector continues to
shine. However, I believe
the country could further
excel by expanding its
entertainment, arts, and culture sectors,
making it a hub for creative talents.

Wahid h n al Riyami
Private sector employee

I advocate stronger ani-
mal welfare laws, shel-
ters for strays, and
educational programmes
on animal care. Stop ille-
gal breeding and estab-
lish a system for
adoption. Teach children
the importance of respecting and treating
our animals and pets the right way, and how
we should care for them. Implement a proper
government mandate for ‘Trap, Neuter, Re-
lease’ programmes.

Lateef shahdad
Board Member of OSFA

I propose sustainable de-
velopment with a focus
on infrastructure, busi-
ness investments, and
public transport. Devel-
oping a robust railway
network and promoting
Oman as a tourist-
friendly destination are my aspirations for
the country. In terms of infrastructure, I ad-
vocate development based on green, sus-
tainable, and renewable energy to position
the country at the forefront in the Middle
East in terms of GDP, per capita income, and
investments. 

anita mehta
Travel Consultant

As Oman celebrates its
53rd National Day, I hope
the country will focus on
eco-friendly energy solu-
tions like solar and wind
power. The friendliness of
the Omani people and
the blend of traditional and modern cultures
make Oman truly special.

chaamu balaji
Fitness and Nutrition Specialist

I’ve observed a decline in
driving discipline over the
years. Addressing reck-
less driving and improv-
ing road safety is crucial
for a safer Oman.

Zeenath chowdhury
student

I hope Oman grants na-
tionality to long-term
residents and investors,
reflecting its inclusivity
and diversity. Addition-
ally, allowing expats to
drive taxis would en-
hance transportation options; and lastly I ad-
vocate a ban on cigarettes for a healthy
society. 

sadia hamidi
Businesswoman

I would like to see Oman
emerging as an inde-
pendent pioneer of
peace, with strong poli-
cies unswayed by exter-
nal influences. Our
commitment to building
a strong nation capable of facing global chal-
lenges is paramount.

Zahid abdul Kareem
System Administrator

In Buraimi, we urgently
need a 24-hour private
hospital. Affordable
healthcare is essential,
especially during late
hours when private facil-
ities are closed.

YoUR 
SAY

Send Your commentS 
Share your comments in not more than 50 words
along with your full name and profession before next
Sunday, 10am, via WhatsApp, Facebook or Instagram

next on
Your SaY

Interior ministers of GCC have green-lighted action to electronically link 
traffic violations between the states. How do you see this decision and 
what else the Gulf countries need to do to reduce traffic accidents?

The views stated here are those of the respondents and not endorsed by Muscat Daily. If you feel strongly about the issues discussed here, you can email your
comments to muscatdaily@apexmedia.co.om
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The Royal Navy of Oman (RNO)
presented the 11th Sultan Qa-
boos Sailing Award in Dunkirk,
France, aligning with the sul-
tanate’s 53rd National Day and
reflecting Oman’s commitment
to sailing on both regional and in-
ternational stages. 

The prestigious award this
year was bestowed upon the Pol-
ish sailing ship Dar Mlodziezy

during the closing ceremony of
the annual sailing conference
hosted by the International As-
sociation for Training in Sailing
(ISSA). The ceremony was held
under the patronage of Azza bint
Hamoud al Busaidiyah, Charge
d’Affairs of Oman’s Embassy in
Paris.

Initiated in Norway in 2011,
following the directives of the
late Sultan Qaboos bin Said, the
Sultan Qaboos Sailing Award,
managed by the RNO in collabo-

ration with ISSA, is recognised as
one of the most esteemed
awards in the sailing world. It
symbolises strong support for
training of sailing globally and
embodies values of brotherhood,
cooperation, and the fostering of
peace and love.

The ceremony saw the pres-
ence of Brig Gen Mohammed bin
Hamoud al Zadjali, Chief Staff
Officer of RNO, along with the
military attache at the Embassy
of Oman in Paris, several RNO

officers, and the President of
ISSA.

Azza highlighted that the
award mirrors the Sultanate of
Oman’s dedication to sailing and
its support for youth, including
those with disabilities. It also
serves as a beacon of peace, co-
existence, and cultural heritage
preservation, reinforcing Oman’s
long-standing maritime legacy.

Brig Gen Zadjali emphasised
the award’s role in commemo-
rating and extending Oman’s il-

lustrious maritime history. 
“It aims to foster teamwork

and bolster expertise in sailing
across the globe.”

Jonathan Cheshire, chairman
of ISSA, acknowledged the ongo-
ing partnership between RNO
and ISSA in sailing endeavours.
He noted the award’s substantial
success over the years, facilitat-
ing numerous young sailors from
various countries to participate
in diverse sailing festivals and
races.

Polish sailing ship wins Sultan Qaboos Sailing Award in France

As Oman celebrates its 53rd National Day, Muscat Daily readers share their aspirations for the
country’s future. They envision a nation advancing in tourism, education, and infrastructure,

embracing modernisation while upholding its rich cultural heritage. As Oman strides towards Vision
2040, these voices highlight the collective hope for a sustainable, inclusive, and prosperous future.

Voices of hope, ambition



Investments at Sohar Port
and Freezone reach $27bn
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Total investment in the Sohar
Port and Freezone has surpassed
$27bn mark over the past 20
years. Sohar Port and Freezone,
a leading industrial complex and
gateway to the Gulf, currently
contributes 2.1% annually to
Oman's gross domestic product
(GDP), according to the CEO of
Sohar Port.

In a statement to Oman News
Agency, Emile Hoogsteden
noted that Sohar Port and Free-
zone contribute RO18.4bn to
Oman's total volume of trade,
which is equivalent to 45% of the

country's total volume of trade
exchange.

Sohar Port achieved robust
performance during the third
quarter of 2022. Liquid bulk vol-
ume handled at the port, which
includes liquid goods trans-
ported in large quantities, grew
by 13% to 18mn metric tonnes
compared to 16mn metric
tonnes during the third quarter
of 2022.

The number of ships calling at
the port increased by two per
cent, with 2,427 calls compared
to the 2,384 calls in the third
quarter of 2022. This indicates
increased activity level at the
port and its ability to handle

goods effectively.
Hoogsteden pointed out that

Sohar Port also witnessed a 4%
increase in the number of vehicle
carriers, which is a means of
transporting goods that uses
cargo ships designed to trans-
port wheeled goods, including
cars, trucks, construction equip-
ment, and others.

Recently, Sohar Port and
Freezone, in collaboration with
its industrial tenants, officially
announced the formation of the
SOHAR Net-Zero Alliance, a
groundbreaking initiative dedi-
cated to accelerating Oman’s
transition towards carbon neu-
trality by 2050. The alliance

serves as a platform for stake-
holders to share insights, strate-
gies, and requirements,
propelling the region’s path to-
ward sustainability.

Omar al Mahrizi, CEO of
Sohar Freezone, pointed out that
Sohar Port and Freezone wit-
nessed the signing of 11 agree-
ments since the beginning of
2023, securing new investments
worth $632mn.

He said that the Sohar Port
and Freezone provide a range of
services, including warehousing,
logistics, and manufacturing fa-
cilities, making it an integrated
center for companies looking to
start their operations in Oman.

Jordan cancels energy deal
with Israel over Gaza war
Amman, Jordan – Jordan an-
nounced that it will not sign a
deal with Israel to exchange solar
energy for desalinated water in
light of Israel’s war against
Hamas.

“The energy for water deal
was supposed to have been done
last month, but we’re not going
to sign it,” Jordanian Foreign
Minister Ayman al-Safadi told
the Qatar-based Al Jazeera news
channel.

“We will not be able to con-
tinue the energy-for-water
agreement because no Jordanian
minister can sit next to an Israeli
minister to sign an agreement
while they are killing our brothers
in Gaza,” he added.

Regarding demands by Jorda-
nians and in parliament to cancel
the Jordanian-Israeli peace
agreement, Safadi said Jordan
will not hesitate to do anything
that would help the Palestinian
people, adding “this agreement
will now be a document covered
in dust on one of the shelves”.

“Israel is pushing the entire re-
gion into hell, and this war can-
not continue,” he said.

“We see the West Bank is on
fire, and we see settlement ter-
rorism and the northern front
with Lebanon escalating...and
what Israel is doing has created

an environment of hatred amid
which there cannot be normal,
peaceful relations.”

“We have a people that we re-
spect. We have public opinion,
and we have positions as a Jor-

danian state,” he said.
“We signed the peace agree-

ment in 1994 after the signing of
the Oslo Accords as part of a col-
lective Arab movement to reach
a comprehensive peace based on
the two-state solution.

“Comprehensive peace based
on a two-state solution has not
been achieved. On the contrary,
we now see Israel reoccupying
Gaza and disavowing all its obli-
gations. As I said, in this atmos-
phere, the agreement will be a
document gathering dust on the
shelf for now,” he added.

Jordan, the United Arab Emi-
rates and Israel signed an initial
Declaration of Intent in Novem-
ber 2021 to explore the feasibility
of the “energy-for-water” proj-
ect.

Jordan decided to recall its
ambassador to Israel in early No-
vember against the backdrop of
Israel’s war in the Gaza Strip.

Safadi said then that “the re-
turn of the ambassador will be
linked to Israel stopping its war
on Gaza and the humanitarian
catastrophe it is causing along
with all its measures that deprive
the Palestinians of their right to
food, water and medicine and for
a safe and stable life on their na-
tional soil.”
Anadolu Agency

A
s Oman marks its 53rd National
Day, it's gratifying to recognise that
the villages, towns, and cities of the
sultanate have undergone a re-

markable transformation over the past 53
years since the start of the Renaissance in
1970.

Alongside Oman's eco-
nomic development, Al Habib
& Co, now in its 45th year,
stands as a cornerstone of the
country's real estate fabric,
supporting various building
projects to foster economic
growth. Whether it's a bank,
shopping mall, office complex,
housing project, hotel, indus-
trial warehouse, or land valua-
tion, Al Habib has played a
crucial role in the real estate
sector's remarkable growth
story.

Founded in 1978 by Ali
Mallalah in a modest office in
Ruwi, the company has expe-
rienced exponential growth, becoming a
trusted national real estate service provider
and advisor. For the team at Al Habib, growth
and trust are integral parts of the Renaissance.
In our ever-evolving business landscape, stay-
ing at the forefront of the market requires con-
tinuous hard work to support the country's
growth initiatives.

As our business progresses, we take pride
in our achievements over the last 45 years.

However, this is not a time for rest; instead, we
are moving forward from the early Renaissance
years to Oman Vision 2040.

Demand drives change, and the urban fabric
of Oman's real estate is leading the way for the
country's future. New buildings, evolving busi-

ness needs, and innovative
real estate solutions are cru-
cial for attracting cutting-edge
companies to Oman, fostering
the growth and success of the
youthful workforce.

At Al Habib, technology,
data analytics, energy, distri-
bution, and evolving lifestyles
guide our forward-thinking
approach. We cater to the de-
mands of our long-term
clients, providing creative so-
lutions for their future real es-
tate interests.

Our challenge at Al Habib
is to craft solutions for clients,
turning real estate investment
plans into a roadmap for Vi-

sion 2040. Similar to the Renaissance, deter-
mination, commitment, and trust are the keys
to long-term success in real estate.

With a proven track record of commitment
spanning 45 years, Al Habib looks forward to
an exciting period leading up to 2040, remain-
ing ever-present and committed to serving
both old and new clients. From the Renais-
sance to Vision 2040, Al Habib is fully pre-
pared for the road ahead!

45 years of shaping Oman's
real estate landscape

R E A L  E S T A T E

IAN GLADwIN
Executive Director of 

Al Habib & Co

Ayman al-Safadi

Muscat – The Oman Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (OCCI)
has established a Foreign In-
vestors Committee under the
chairmanship of Abdullatif
Muhyiddin Khawanji, an OCCI
board member.

Other members nominated to
the Foreign Investors Committee
for the period 2023-2026 are:
Davis Kallukaran, Ahmed Ray-
ees, Dr Thomas Alexander,
Sheikh Julanda al Hashmi,
Ahmed Subhani, Naji Salim al
Harthy, Alwyn, and Giovani Piaz-
zolla. Sharouq Hamed al Farsi is
the committee's coordinator.

The committee formally met
on Thursday under the chair-

manship of Abdullatif Muhyiddin
Khawanji at OCCI headquarters,
in the presence of the legal advi-
sor Ali al Khasbi. Sharouq
Hamed al Farsi made the presen-
tation on the sectoral commit-
tee’s structure, mandates, the
mechanism of functioning, and
the articles of association of the
committee.

Davis Kallukaran was unani-
mously nominated to be the
vice-chairman of the Foreign In-
vestors Committee. Kallukaran is
also one of the founder directors
of the Indo-Gulf Middle East
Chamber of Commerce (IN-
MECC), incorporated in India
and having chapters across the

states of India and the Middle
East countries, including Oman.

The new committee's man-
dates include identifying obsta-
cles and issues facing the private
sector and trying to find solu-
tions; preparing statistical re-
ports to follow up on the
recommendations; holding
meetings with state officials and
directly discussing the concerns
and aspirations of the private
sector; conformity with the pro-
posed targets and Oman Vision
2040; study and review develop-
ments related to economic af-
fairs; participation in seminars,
conferences, and workshops;
submitting recommendations to

the concerned authorities; inte-
gration between sectoral com-
mittees in the main center and
branches in the governorates.

The committee will also be
engaged in managing internal
and external delegations, holding
specialised workshops, holding
joint meetings with chamber
branches, representing OCCI in
meetings outside, representing
the chamber in conferences and
events, holding conferences and
seminars, participation in meet-
ings held in OCCI, hosting offi-
cials, establishing emergency
work teams, and conducting
studies in coordination with the
chamber.

OCCI establishes foreign investors committee
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Riyadh, Saudi Arabia – Saudi en-
ergy giant Aramco announced
Tuesday its production of the
first unconventional tight gas
from its South Ghawar opera-
tional area, located 200km east
of Riyadh in Saudi Arabia's Al
Hasa Province.

This development supports
Aramco’s strategy to increase
gas production by more than
half, over 2021 levels, through
2030, subject to domestic de-
mand.

The commissioned facilities

at South Ghawar have 300mn
standard cubic feet per day of
raw gas processing capacity and

38,000 barrels per day of con-
densate processing capacity, the
company said.

In response to growing gas
demand, the company will con-
tinue to work to more than dou-
ble the overall processing
capacity to achieve South
Ghawar’s strategic goal of deliv-
ering 750mn standard cubic feet
per day of raw gas.

'This first production of un-
conventional tight gas from
South Ghawar is a milestone
that demonstrates real progress
on our gas expansion strategy,
which we believe has a role to
play in meeting the kingdom’s
needs for lower-emission energy

and supporting growth in the
chemicals sector,' Nasir al
Naimi, Aramco’s upstream pres-
ident, was quoted as saying in
the statement.

The successful production of
tight sand gas at South Ghawar
represents Aramco’s second un-
conventional gas stream, after
production commenced at the
North Arabia field in 2018 with
the delivery of 240mn standard
cubic feet per day, the company
disclosed.

'Work is simultaneously pro-

gressing at the giant Jafurah un-
conventional gas field, which is
the largest liquid-rich shale gas
play in the Middle East,' it added.

Tight gas refers to natural gas
reservoirs produced from reser-
voir rocks with such low perme-
ability that considerable
hydraulic fracturing is required
to extract the well profitably.
These resources are sealed in
extremely impermeable, hard
rock, making the underground
formation extremely 'tight'.
Anadolu Agency

Commissioned facilities at 
South Ghawar field have 300mn
standard cubic feet per day of raw
gas processing capacity

Saudi Aramco produces first unconventional tight gas from South Ghawar

Jordan, UAE and 
Israel signed an 
initial Declaration
of Intent in 
November 2021 
to explore the 
feasibility of the 
‘energy-for-water’
project
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Post the devastating earthquake
in Turkey last year, the global
outpouring of humanitarian aid
included a significant contribu-
tion from Oman. Joyalukkas Ex-
change, a renowned money
exchange company, played its
part by offering free money
transfers to those supporting
Turkey. 

This compassionate gesture
resonates with Joy Alukkas’ core
belief that social responsibility is
an integral aspect of ethical cor-
porate practices. He believes,
“With success and growth our
commitment to the society we
thrive in should increase.”

The company has a com-
mendable history of humanitar-
ian aid, extending
commission-free money transfer
facilities to entities like the Prime
Minister Relief Fund in Pakistan,
and the Chief Minister’s Relief
Fund in Kerala, India. This philan-
thropic approach is a corner-

stone of Joyalukkas Exchange's
growth, making it a preferred
money transfer organisation
globally.

Antony Jose, Executive Direc-
tor, Joyalukkas Exchange ex-
presses the company's intention
to establish its brand in other
countries, mirroring the success
of its sister concern, Joyalukkas
Jewellery. The Joyalukkas Foun-
dation underscores the commit-
ment to humanitarian causes
beyond business interests.

Joyalukkas Exchange,
launched in 2013, stands as a
beacon for expatriates, embody-
ing its tagline 'We are with you.'
Under the visionary leadership of
Chairman & MD, Joy Alukkas,
the company took over the ailing
Majan Exchange LLC and suc-
cessfully transformed it into Joy-
alukkas Exchange LLC. Today,
with 40 branches and 314 staff, it
provides efficient money transfer
services to expats globally. In

2023 alone, Joyalukkas Exchange
expanded with seven new

branches, with plans to open ten
more in the coming years.

The company embraces so-
phisticated technology, main-
taining traditional values to
ensure secure and rapid money
transfers. It is set to introduce
Mobile Exchanges, enhancing
services for its valued customers,
and providing vital support to
middle-class individuals who
face challenges with conven-
tional money transfer methods
to their home countries.

Presently, Joyalukkas Ex-
change operates in prominent
shopping centres, including
Nesto Hypermarket, Hala Hyper-
market, Makkah Hypermarket,
City Centre, and five Noor Hyper-
market outlets. The company has
strategic plans to extend its oper-
ations from Oman, the UAE, and
Kuwait to other GCC countries,
such as Qatar and Bahrain.

Nixon Baby, Joyalukkas Ex-
change general manager, affirms
the company’s commitment to
identifying customer needs and

implementing innovative and
helpful systems. The vision is to
become the leading Exchange by
2025, prioritising customer-cen-
tric approaches and actively en-
gaging with them. 

‘A single place to solve all your
money exchange needs’ is Joy-
alukkas Exchange's motto, up-
held through cent percent safety
and compliance with govern-
ment regulations. The company
utilizes advanced technology for
Telegraphic Transfer and Swift
Transfer. With over 200,000
agent outlets, it collaborates with
firms like Western Union ,
Money Gram, Transfast, Instant
Cash, and EzRemit, providing
swift and secure money transfer
services.

Additionally, the company ex-
tends flash remittance services
to numerous countries, including
India, the Philippines, Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, and
Nepal. Customers can conve-

niently send money from the
comfort of their homes through
the Joyalukkas Exchange mobile
app. Furthermore, for corporate
clients, Joyalukkas Exchange
provides Corporate Money
Transfer services, facilitating
global money transfers from
Oman, coupled with currency
exchange options. Special
arrangements have also been
implemented to assist parents in
sending money to their children
studying in distant countries
such as the UK, the US, Canada,
Australia, and more.

The company actively con-
ducts awareness campaigns
against illegal money transfers
and supports arts, sports, and so-
cial events for the welfare of ex-
patriates. The Joyalukkas
Exchange growth story is inter-
twined with its empathetic jour-
ney, reinforcing its commitment
to ethical and customer-centric
financial services.

Growth gives you the means to lend a
helping hand: Joyalukkas Exchange GM

Sohar Islamic - Sohar Interna-
tional’s Islamic window reaffirms
its dedication to serving the
community by donating laptops
to the Zakat Authority. 

The laptop handover cere-
mony took place at a gathering
hosted at the Ministry of Endow-
ment and Religious Affairs. This
initiative reflects the bank's com-
mitment to enhancing the role
played by Zakat committees in
the distribution, governance, and
control of Zakat duties. 

Abdul Wahid al Murshidi,
Chief Islamic Banking Officer at
Sohar International, stated, “Our
foremost objective has always
been to uplift lives through our
support for initiatives that benefit
society. We maintain a steadfast
commitment to making a posi-
tive impact on the communities
we serve. 

“The donation of laptops to
the Zakat Authority will enhance
the role of committees through
the use of the latest innovative
technologies and adjust the eligi-
bility and disbursement criteria

for beneficiaries of various cate-
gories.”

Sohar Islamic is dedicated to
advancing socio-economic de-
velopment, not only through re-
sponsible banking practices but
also through meaningful contri-
butions to the communities it
serves. Aligned with this commit-
ment, the bank initiates a range of
programs aimed at creating last-
ing benefits for both the national
economy and society. Recogniz-
ing the pivotal role of public-pri-
vate partnerships in achieving
these ambitious objectives, Sohar
Islamic remains unwavering in its
dedication to actively contribute
to the comprehensive develop-
ment of the nation.

Sohar Islamic’s initiatives en-
compass various sectors, includ-
ing education, health, sports, and
more. Through meaningful part-
nerships with leading charities
and institutions dedicated to
community welfare, the bank has
remained at the helm of con-
tributing to the nation’s socio-
economic progress.

Under the watchful gaze of His
Majesty Sultan Haitham bin
Tarik, the Sultanate of Oman
marks its 53rd National Day with
notable accomplishments across
various sectors, reaffirming its
commitments to realising the
goals outlined in Oman Vision
2040.

On this special occasion, Bank
Muscat, the leading financial
service provider in Oman, takes
pride in being a standout accom-
plishment of the renaissance era,
channeling all its resources and
capabilities towards serving the
nation and consistently aiding its
advancement and growth.

Over a period of 40 years, the
bank - as a reliable banking part-
ner- has contributed to the
process of sustainable develop-
ment through the products and
banking solutions provided to
various government and private
institutions to implement differ-
ent projects including economic
projects. 

It has the largest asset man-
agement portfolio in the Sul-
tanate of Oman, with assets
under management (AUM) over
US$2.5bn.

The bank is proud of its con-
tribution to the emergence of
many small and medium-sized
enterprises operating in various
fields. Through its financial and
management consultation serv-
ices, Bank Muscat has become a
house of expertise locally and re-
gionally. It offers suitable solu-
tions to institutions and business
owners, further solidifying its pi-
oneering stance in delivering the
best innovative banking services

and products. It will persist in at-
taining further successes in vari-
ous domains based on the bank's
vision ‘to serve you better every
day’, which focuses on prioritis-
ing individual and corporate cus-
tomers. 

Substantial services for corpo-
rates and entrepreneurs Bank
Muscat has witnessed significant
development in the services pro-
vided to government institutions
and corporates. The bank is keen
to provide the best banking ex-
perience to customers through
innovative and diverse solutions
and services that suit their re-
quirements and business. During
the past period, the bank
launched a number of services,
including those that can be
availed through e-channels, in
order to align with the digital
transformation adopted by dif-
ferent institutions. 

The bank has launched an in-
tegrated digital platform for
banking transactions, providing a
range of digital solutions for cor-
porate and institutional cus-

tomers, encompassing payment
transactions, account services,
collections and receivables, liq-
uidity and trade services for
companies, SMEs, and govern-
ment institutions. With this new
platform, customers get better
control over funds from inside
and outside the Sultanate and
leverage the flexibility provided
by direct deposit collection serv-
ices or digital account solutions
that enable customers to man-
age funds electronically through
speed transfers and other tools
available on the platform. Elec-
tronic corporate banking services
are one of the solutions designed
to help customers follow up on
payment transactions in a safer
manner. Available in English and
Arabic, the platform is accessi-
ble, and it enables companies to
view account details directly, up-
load account statements, and re-
view transaction records.
Customers can also process var-
ious types of transactions, in-
cluding local and international
transactions in Omani riyals and

foreign currencies, single pay-
ments, uploading payroll files
and wholesale suppliers, in addi-
tion to special payments related
to credit cards and invoices. 

In order to provide the best
services to the business sector,
Bank Muscat recently celebrated
the relocation of the corporate
branch in Sohar. The new branch
is characterized by its spacious
area and modern design, and it
provides various banking serv-
ices. The bank also opened a new
corporate branch in Duqm, Al
Wusta, to keep pace with the de-
velopment and growth wit-
nessed by the wilayat. It will
continue to provide innovative
services to the business sector
and offer banking solutions that
contribute to the development of
business in various fields. 

Exceptional services 
Through its customer-centric vi-
sion, Bank Muscat has intro-
duced new services and
innovative offers that give added
value to customers and enable

them to benefit from features
that commensurate with their
different needs. It is also keen to
develop a strategy that con-
tributes to the implementation of
digital transformation plans fo-
cused on Oman Vision 2040.
This sets up fundamentals to
launch a variety of edge-cutting
services with benefits that suit
the needs of different categories.
Moreover, the bank this year cel-
ebrated the opening of many
new branches and relocations
within its long-term strategy to
enhance the branch network and
provide high-quality banking
services. The new branches have
a contemporary design with
ample space, encompassing
Madinat Sultan Qaboos branch,
Al Nahdha branch in Amerat, Al
Hail branch in Seeb, and Al
Khoudh-6 branch, bringing the
total number of branches to 178
distributed in all governorates of
the Sultanate. 

The bank is keen to create
new products and offer exclusive
deals and advantages that en-
hance customers’ experience, in
addition to providing various
banking services. 

The reflection of the interest
in the bank’s distinctive products
is the rise in the number of MB
and IB registered users, which
reached 1.76mn until the end of
September 2023. The total num-
ber of e-service omni-channels
reached 849 devices spread
across all governorates, including
ATMs, CDMs, multifunctional
devices, CDMs for corporates, in
addition to account statement
printing devices.

Bank Muscat partner in achieving Oman Vision

Sohar Islamic ties up
with Zakat Authority 

Taking a significant step forward
in fostering sustainable mobility,
Mall of Muscat, Oman’s pre-
mium shopping destination, has
partnered with EVO, the sul-
tanate’s leading provider of EV
charging solutions, to install
state-of-the-art 22kw chargers. 

This initiative aims to energise
the expanding electric vehicle
community in the country, rein-
forcing both organisations’ com-
mitment to a more sustainable
future.

As part of the collaboration, a
pair of advanced 22kw chargers
are now operational in a specially
designated area for electric vehi-
cle charging within the mall.
Plans are being developed to ex-
pand the range of charging sta-
tions available in the mall’s
parking area soon.

Sustainability is an integral
part of Mall of Muscat’s ethos,
and it recognises the critical role
it can play in promoting a
greener, more sustainable future
for Oman. From using energy-ef-
ficient systems to encouraging
eco-friendly practices among its
tenants/renters, Mall of Muscat
is persistently striving to min-
imise its environmental footprint.

Now by offering sustainable
mobility options such as desig-
nated electric vehicle charging
areas in its car park, Mall of Mus-
cat aims to be a sustainability
leader in the retail sector and
make a significant contribution
to wider environmental efforts
across Oman. 

A spokesperson for Mall of
Muscat said, “We are happy to
contribute meaningfully to the

broader green initiatives taking
shape across the country and en-
hancing our visitor experience.
Partnering with EVO, a pioneer in
the green transition, aligns per-
fectly with our mission. EVO’s ex-

tensive network of more than 80
charging stations nationwide is
now enhanced by our own state-
of-the-art charging facilities.
These are all conveniently acces-
sible through the EVO Oman mo-

bile app, making the process of
charging electric vehicles as ef-
fortless as possible. This collabo-
ration is a testament to our
ongoing commitment to promote
sustainable mobility and environ-

mental responsibility.”
A spokesperson for EVO said,

“Mall of Muscat stands out for its
exceptional shopping and enter-
tainment offerings, as well as its
dedication to sustainability. Col-
laborating with them on this
green initiative is a perfect fit.
This partnership underscores our
commitment to delivering high-
quality services to visitors and
aligns seamlessly with Oman’s
2050 Net Zero goals.”

Mall of Muscat encourages its
visitors to try out the newly in-
stalled charging stations and to
keep backing projects that fur-
ther the cause of a sustainable
Oman.

Incorporating an expanse of
approximately 200,000 square
meters and providing more than
3000 parking spaces, the Mall

boasts a substantial area. Be-
yond its shopping allure, Mall of
Muscat presents a host of fam-
ily-centric attractions, including
a cinema, an entertainment zone,
and other engaging features. 

Remarkably, it also hosts the
Oman Aquarium, the largest and
only public aquarium within the
Sultanate. With an impressive
array of 240+ brands spanning
across fashion, lifestyle, sports,
and electronics, Mall of Muscat
offers an unparalleled luxurious
experience. 

In close proximity to the Mus-
cat International Airport, Mall of
Muscat boasts an expansive col-
lection of 240+ brands that span
fashion, lifestyle, sports, and
electronics at an impressive
200,000sqm expanse with over
3000 parking spaces.

Mall of Muscat partners with EVO to install new EV charging stations

Joyalukkas Exchange general manager Nixon Baby
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GeMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21
It's wonderful to get all excited about a new gadget once in a while.

You can spend all day fantasizing about how it's going to change your

life and make you more organized, more hip, more fashionable, more

whatever. But before you plunk down your hard-earned cash on the

latest and greatest toy, you owe it to yourself to go slowly and do

some research. You can't let your feelings control your wallet. That's

your brain's job!

taURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20
Any time you spend your money today, whether you're just buying a

cup of coffee or making a down payment on a home, the task will

require greater intensity than usual. Numbers and financial issues are

just hard for you to wrap your mind around right now, and you could

quickly get overwhelmed by interest rates, fees, surcharges, and

taxes. It isn't a good day to make any big business commitments

either. Wait until your left brain wakes up again.

TEST YOUR 
KNoWLedGe

answers:1. A  2. A  3. C

CaNCeR JUNE 22-JULY 22
There is no need to stress out over confrontations or difficult

conversations, especially now. You're extremely capable of handling

whatever comes your way with ease. You understand deep down inside

(although you might not like to admit it) that there's no harm in having

a little emotional intensity and upheaval in your life once in a while. It

makes you grateful for the peaceful times, and it helps you see things

from other people's perspectives

Leo JULY 23-AUGUST 22
Pay attention to the quieter, more subliminal conversations today,

because they are the ones that are going to clue you in to the real

business that's going on beneath the surface. The polite small talk isn't

going to offer you anything more than boring chichat about the weather.

Listen to what people are not saying. You have strong intuition right

now, and it will help you uncover the truth behind the smiles. Something

big is coming and you'll be the first to know about it.

LIBRa SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22
If it's unclear what someone wants from you right now, why should

you waste your time trying to guess? Ask! Going to the source of

the confusion is always the best way to find clarity. Are you worried

you'll look stupid or silly for asking a question? You'll look a lot

sillier if you base your decision on an incorrect hunch. Before you go

down all sorts of fanciful rabbit holes for an explanation, opt for the

most direct approach and just ask what they want.

VIRGo AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22
You might not consider yourself to be an intellectually curious

person, but someone else sure does! They admire your thoughtful

questions and sweet nature, so don't be surprised if they try to pick

your brain today for insight on a problem they're trying to solve.

Give them all the time you can, and take this opportunity to get to

know them a little bit better. And let them get to know you better

too! Get ready for an interesting conversation.

SCoRpIo OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21
Today, much to your surprise, you could feel a very strong magnetic pull

toward a person you've never met before. There's a reason that they

interest you and you've got to figure it out. So keep your eye on them,

and while you can't exactly follow them around, just keep looking until

you figure it out. There is something about them that you need in your

life. They could be your inspiration, and you never even have to have a

conversation with them.

SaGIttaRIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER21
Monotony could drag down your mood today, so you should welcome

any disruptions to your routine with open arms. Too many stale ideas

and emotions have been hovering around you for too long, and you

could use something to stir up the stagnation, even if it's something you

initially find kind of annoying. This is the beginning of a new phase for

you in which your outlook is much more positive. Things suddenly feel

more possible than ever.

aQUaRIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18
Being nice isn't always convenient, but it's always appreciated. Keep

that in mind when you come across a grouch today. Be kind and

contain your urge to give them a piece of your mind. They could have

more influence over the rest of the day than you think, and you'll want

them on your side. Let them think highly of you. Being a team player

requires you to take others into consideration. Smart people

appreciate other smart people who know how to play nice.

CapRICoRN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19
It might be time to give up on a goal. You had high hopes, but things

don't seem to be panning out they way you wanted them to. And it's

wise to know when to cut your losses and move on. Sometimes the pain

of letting go is far less than the pain you'll feel if you keep banging your

head against the wall. If that cutie just isn't succumbing to your charms,

then find someone else to focus on. Or if that goal seems to getting

further from your reach, then reach for a new one.

pISCeS FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20
Today isn't an ideal day to make any big decisions or commitments,

at least not in the morning. The news you received recently has you

in a fuzzy frame of mind and unable to see things clearly. Just let

yourself bask in the glow of the good news and put off having to deal

with detail-oriented work or stressful decision-making until later in

the day, if you get to it at all. You deserve to enjoy just being happy

for a while. It's a day for feeling more than thinking.

aRIeS MARCH 21-APRIL 19
Today, you have a clearer understanding than ever of the connections

between people, making it a wonderful day for you to play the role of

matchmaker or host. You have a direct route to other people's hearts,

and friends feel that they can trust you with just about anything,

probably because they can! Reach out to people you know, or even

those you don't know, with a kind word or flattering comment. People

will be grateful for the chance to talk with someone as charming as you!

01. What large flightless bird
found in Mauritius by the Por-
tuguese is believed to have died
out in 1681?
A. Dodo
B. Kiwi
C. Emu
D. Moa

02. What was the UK #1 single
released by the band Stereo-
phonics in 2005?
A. Dakota
B. Carolina
C. Virginia
D. California

03. What fictional island off
the coast of Sumatra that first
appeared in the 1933 film "King
Kong" is the home of King
Kong and other creatures?
A. Soames Island
B. Treasure Island
C. Skull Island
D. Pitcairn Island

LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9 and

only one instance of each number

You have three minutes to find
all the words contained in this
word. 

Rules: Words should be at least
four letters long, proper nouns
and duplicates don’t count

WoRd BUILdeR

do YoU SUdoKU?BoGGLeR

SU
d

o
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U
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a
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 a
N

SW
eR

Each game will present you with a
matrix filled with letters. The
objective is to form words by
linking adjacent letters - to the left,
right, on top, bottom, or diagonal
to each other. The Boggles Classic
game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words
are valued at one point for each
letter in excess of two letters. A
three letter word is worth one
point, a four letter word is  worth
two points, and so on. Valid words
must be at least three letters long. 
Solution 20-25 words:
Excellent, 15-20 words: Very
good, 10-15 words: Good, 
5-10 words: Average

aCRoSS

1) Capital of Morocco 

6) Shoppers' stops 

11) Tire pressure fig. 

14) Alpha's opposite 

15) Notify of danger 

16) Switzerland's _ Leman 

17) Be an NFL offensive 

coordinator

19) "What __ bid?"

20) Cockpit prediction 

21) Real ending? 

22) "Silent Night" adjective 

23) Ransom seekers 

27) Chat 

29) Online address, famil-

iarly 

30) Norwegian royal name 

32) Class identifier 

33) Place of many large

schools 

34) Spread seed 

36) Leave no tip to

39) Handles the tab

41) Article of faith

43) Shrek, e.g.

44) Lots and lots

46) Philanthropist

48) Member of a historical

horde

49) Hindu royal

51) Exec's note

52)_-tac-toe

53) Catching sight of

56) Light cotton fabric

58) Floral gift, in one state

59) _ Beta Kappa

60) Child's stomach, when

said twice

61) Period of history

62) Dramatization of Jesus'

crucifixion

68) Voting "nay"

69) John of rock and pop

70) Do some winter airport

work

71) Double standard?

72) Producers of school

anx1et1es

73) Long fellowse pilgrim

doWN

1) Mythical "Arabian Nights"

bird

2) Org. with real operators

3) "The Fresh Prince of_-Air"

4) Lace tip

5) Body designs

6) West of old Hollywood

7) Matterhorn, for one

8) Archaeological find

9) Cheap and tawdry

10) Thwarts

11) Theater notables

12) Pago Pago location

13) Cake topper

18) Woman of ill repute

23) Crescent features

24) "You're in for_ treat!"

25) Musical instrument that

operates

mechanically

26) Worked in a lumber mill

28) Defense alliance since

1949

31) Scorpion's output

35) Huge star in Cygnus

3 7) Some produce

38) It may be seen around

the house

40) Rock from side to side

42) Kind of soup or sauce

45) Small excerpt

47) Round, domed building

50) Sample the air

53) Choose by popular vote

54) Asian goatlike antelope

55) Main points

57) Urge forward

63) Boozehound

64)_ and outs

65) Top for some containers

66) Winning serve

67) Japanese capital?
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Uttarkashi, India - As rescue
operations continue for eight
days to save the 40 trapped
workers at Silkyara tunnel in Ut-
tarkashi, Secretary, Ministry of
Road, Transport and Highways
Anurag Jain announced on Sun-
day the decision to take up a
five-option action plan.

The government has taken a
decision to work on all fronts to
save the precious lives of the
labourers trapped in the tunnel
at Silkyara, Jain told ANI.

“The government has taken a
decision to work on all fronts to
save the precious lives of the
labourers trapped in the tunnel
at Silkyara. In a high-level meet-
ing today, various options were
examined based on technical
advice and five options are to be
pursued,” he added.

“In addition to these five op-
tions, a couple of additional
pipes for redundancy of food
support would also be put up,”
he added.

According to Anurag Jain,
National Highways and Infra-
structure Development Corpo-
ration Limited (NHDCL), Oil
and Natural Gas Corporation
(ONGC), Satluj Jal Vidyut
Nigam (SJVNL), Tehri Hydro
Development Corporation Lim-
ited (THDC) and Rail Vikas

Nigam Limited (RVNL) have
been assigned one option each.

The Border Roads Organisa-
tion (BRO) and the construction
wing of the Indian Army have
also been assisting in the rescue
operation, he said.

Jain further said that the
Managing Director of NHIDCL
has been made in charge of co-
ordination with all the Central
agencies and has been sta-
tioned in Silkyara.

“The government of Uttarak-

hand has appointed Dr Neeraj
Khairwal, Secretary, as the
Nodal Officer for coordination.
All the agencies concerned
have posted senior officers at
the site,” he informed further.

The centre has given clear di-

rections that whatever is possi-
ble must be done for the rescue
operation, Jain added.

He further said: “Along with
these five options, there is an
action plan. We are working on
the declared unsafe areas
where we were working and
stopped later due to movement
on earth. We will make a
canopy and restart the work
with all the security measures.”

Meanwhile, Union Minister
Nitin Gadkari and Chief Minis-
ter Pushkar Singh Dhami
reached the scene to review the
ongoing rescue and relief oper-
ation. They were accompanied
by Uttarakhand Chief Secretary
SS Sandhu at Silkyara.

Speaking to ANI about the
ongoing relief and rescue oper-
ations, CM Dhami said: “We
are working on all the possibili-
ties available. All types of ex-
pert teams are working here.”

CM Dhami said that the
state government is ready to
provide all the help required to
the agencies involved in the res-
cue operation.

The under-construction tun-
nel between Silkyara and Dan-
dalgaon on the
Brahmakhal-Yamunotri na-
tional highway collapsed in the
early hours of November 12.
ANI

India: 5-option action plan to
save lives of trapped workers

Union Minister for Road, Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari and Uttarakhand Chief Minister Pushkar Singh

Dhami conduct an on-site inspection to assess the rescue operations in Uttarkashi, on Sunday  (ANI)

Tehran, Iran - Iran’s foreign min-
ister in a phone call with his
Azerbaijani counterpart on Sat-
urday emphasised the impor-
tance of strengthening regional
mechanisms for regional peace.

Hossein Amir-Abdollahian,
according to a statement issued
by Iran’s foreign ministry, in a
telephone conversation with Jey-
hun Bayramov discussed bilat-
eral and regional issues.

Iran’s top diplomat stressed
the importance of ‘strengthening
regional mechanisms’ to ‘bring
peace and strengthen conver-
gence in the region’.

Amir-Abdollahian noted that
the activation of formats for re-
gional cooperation will bring
benefits to regional countries, in-
cluding Iran and Azerbaijan.

Bayramov, for his part, ‘em-
phasised the need to strengthen
regional dialogues and mecha-
nisms away from the interfer-
ence of extra-regional countries’.

While expressing satisfaction
with the strengthening of bilat-
eral relations, the two sides em-
phasised the importance of
‘increasing and strengthening
cooperation’ in regional and in-
ternational arenas.

Relations between Iran and
Azerbaijan have seen ups and
downs over the years, with ten-
sions spiraling after the January
attack on the Azerbaijani em-

bassy in the Iranian capital.
Following the attack, which

killed the embassy’s security
staff head and injured two oth-
ers, Azerbaijan decided to evac-
uate the embassy and airlift all
the diplomatic staff in a special
plane.

In recent months, officials of
the two countries have held dis-
cussions at multiple levels in
order to iron out differences and
give fresh impetus to their bilat-
eral ties.

Last month, chief of staff of
the Iranian armed forces, Mo-
hammad Baqeri, said Azerbaijan
has succeeded in reclaiming lost
land and restoring territorial in-
tegrity, referring to the restora-
tion of constitutional order in
Karabakh.

His remarks came after Khalaf
Khalafov, a veteran Azerbaijani
diplomat and special aide to
Azerbaijan President Ilham
Aliyev, visited Tehran and held
meetings with Iranian political
and military officials.

In his meeting with Khalafov
at the time, President Ebrahim
Raisi deemed it necessary to im-
prove ties between Tehran and
Baku and to ‘counter the plots
designed to sow discord’ be-
tween them.

The two countries share a
765km border.
Anadolu Agency

Iran’s Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian

Male, Maldives - The Maldi-
vian politician and Progressive
Party of Maldives (PPM)
leader, Mohamed Ghassan
Moumoon was appointed as
the new Defence Minister of
the Maldives on Sunday.

Taking to X, the Maldive
Ministry of Defence congratu-
lated the leader saying: “Con-
gratulations Hon. Mohamed
Ghassan Maumoon @mgmau-
moon on being appointed as
the Minister of Defence. Wish-
ing a warm welcome from all
staff at Defence Ministry.”

Earlier on Friday, Maldivian
President-elect Mohamed
Muizzu took the oath as the
eighth President of the Mal-
dives, said the Maldives Presi-
dent’s Office in a press
statement.

In an oath-taking ceremony,
the Maldives Chief Justice, Uz
Ahmed Muthasim Adnan, ad-
ministered the oath to the
newly elected President at the
Special Assembly of the Peo-
ple’s Majlis held at the Republic
Square.

As per the press statement,
following the oath-taking cere-
mony, President Muizzu signed
the Instrument of Oath and the
Chief Justice and the Speaker of
Parliament, Mohamed Aslam,
signed as witnesses.

President Muizzu’s accept-
ance of the oath of office was
followed by a 21-gun salute and
the National Anthem, with
Hussain Mohamed Latheef
also sworn in as the Maldivian
Vice President.

The Presidential Inaugura-

tion ceremony was attended by
former President Ibrahim Mo-
hamed Solih, former President
Mohamed Nasheed, and for-
mer President Dr Mohamed
Waheed. Also in attendance at
the inauguration were high-
level foreign delegates and sev-
eral invitees. 

India had received an invita-
tion for Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi to attend the
oath-taking ceremony of Mal-
dives president-elect Mo-
hamed Muizzu, the Ministry of
External Affairs said on Thurs-
day.

Union Minister of Earth Sci-
ences Kiren Rijiju arrived in the
Maldives on Thursday to at-
tend the swearing-in ceremony
of President Mohamed Muizzu.
ANI

Mohamed Ghassan Moumoon is
new Maldives Defence Minister

Washington, US - A new aspect
of climate change’s destruction
is emerging: how global warming
affects the human brain.

An international team of re-
searchers investigates how re-
search has proven that a
changing environment influences
how our brains work, and how
climate change may impact our
brain function in the future in a
report published in Nature Cli-
mate Change. The work is led by
the University of Vienna, with
contributions from Geneva, New
York, Chicago, Washington,

Stanford, Exeter in the United
Kingdom, and the Max Plank In-
stitute in Berlin. It also looks at
how neuroscientists might help
to better understand and treat
these issues.

Lead author Dr Kimberly C
Doell, of the University of Vi-
enna, said: “We’ve long known
that factors in our environment
can lead to changes in the brain.
Yet we’re only just beginning to
look at how climate change, the
greatest global threat of our time,
might change our brains. Given
the increasingly frequent ex-

treme weather events we’re al-
ready experiencing, alongside
factors such as air pollution, the
way we access nature and the
stress and anxiety people expe-
rience around climate change,
it’s crucial that we understand
the impact this could all have on
our brains. Only then can we
start to find ways to mitigate
these changes.”

Since the 1940s, scientists
have known from mouse studies
that changing environmental fac-
tors can profoundly change the
development and plasticity of

the brain. This effect as also been
seen in humans in research look-
ing at the effects of growing up in
poverty, which found distur-
bances to brain systems, includ-
ing lack of cognitive stimulation,
exposure to toxins, poor nutri-
tion, and heightened childhood
stress. While not entirely surpris-
ing, this research highlights the
profound impact that one’s envi-
ronment can have on their brain.

Now, the authors are calling
for research to explore the im-
pact on the human brain of
being exposed to more extreme

weather events, such as heat-
waves, droughts, and hurri-
canes, and associated forest
fires and floods. They believe
such events may change brain
structure, function, and overall
health, and also call for more re-
search to evaluate how this
may explain changes in well-
being and behaviour.

The paper also explores the
role that neuroscience can play
in influencing the way we think
about climate change, our judg-
ments and how we respond.
ANI

Research reveals how climate change could affect brain

The summer of 2023 (June-July-August) saw the highest average global

temperatures ever measured (AFP)

Border Roads
Organisation
(BRO) and the
construction
wing of the
Indian Army
are assisting
in the rescue
operation

TO KEEP CHILL AT BAY

A vendor pushes a cart laden with kangris (earthen pots) as he crosses the road on a winter day, in Srinagar, India, on Sunday (ANI)

Iran’s FM calls
to strengthen
regional peace

The government
has taken a 
decision to work
on all fronts to save
the precious lives
of the labourers
trapped in the 
tunnel at Silkyara 
anuRag jain
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 
      
    

   
   
 



    

  
      
    
 
    

    



   
    
  













 





 






 

  






1-National Sales Manager

2-Trade Marketing Executive

3-Sales Supervisor

4-Food Service Executive

5-Retail Sales Executives

Age strictly under 35 years. We offer a rewarding career with 

competitive compensation to candidates with minimum 3 years’ 

experience, excellent written and verbal communication skills in

English, and confident in your dealings with your team as well as

Senior management and business partners.

We are a well-known Oman distributor of International
FMCG brands looking for the following positions.

If you are ambitious, passionate, and confident to take on a new
challenge, please email your CV to : fmcgomanteam1@gmail.com




 








Cairo, Egypt - The World Health
Organization has called for an im-
mediate cessation of military op-
erations in the Gaza Strip while
the organisation is working on
developing a plan to rescue the
remaining patients from Al-Shifa
Hospital as soon as possible due
to the dire situation there. 

A joint UN humanitarian as-
sessment team, led by WHO, ac-
cessed Al-Shifa Hospital in
northern Gaza on Saturday to as-
sess the situation on the ground
and conduct a rapid situational
analysis, assess medical priori-
ties, and establish logistics op-
tions for further missions.

Given the current state of the
hospital, which is no longer oper-
ational or admitting new patients,
the team was requested to evac-
uate health workers and patients
to other facilities.

“WHO and partners are ur-
gently developing plans for the
immediate evacuation of the re-
maining patients, staff and their
families. Over the next 24–72
hours, pending guarantees of safe
passage by parties to the conflict,
additional missions are being
arranged to urgently transport
patients from Al-Shifa to Nasser
Medical Complex and European
Gaza Hospital in the south of
Gaza.” 

On Saturday, the IDF had is-
sued evacuation orders to the re-
maining 2,500 internally
displaced people who had been
seeking refuge on the hospital
grounds. They, along with a num-
ber of mobile patients and hospi-
tal staff, had already vacated the
facility by the time of the

team&#39;s arrival.
Due to time limits associated

with the security situation, the
team was able to spend only one
hour inside the hospital, which
they described as a ‘death zone’,
and the situation as ‘desperate’.
Signs of shelling and gunfire were
evident. The team saw a mass
grave at the entrance of the hos-

pital and were told more than 80
people were buried there.

Lack of clean water, fuel, med-
icines, food and other essential
aid over the last six weeks have
caused Al-Shifa Hospital - once
the largest, most advanced, and
best equipped referral hospital in
Gaza -to essentially stop func-

tioning as a medical facility.
The team observed that due to

the security situation, it has been
impossible for the staff to carry
out effective waste management
in the hospital. Corridors and the
hospital grounds were filled with
medical and solid waste, increas-
ing the risk of infection. Patients
and health staff with whom they

spoke were terrified for their
safety and health, and pleaded for
evacuation.

Al-Shifa Hospital can no
longer admit patients, with the in-
jured and sick now being directed
to the seriously overwhelmed
and barely functioning Indone-
sian Hospital.

There are 25 health workers
and 291 patients remaining in Al-
Shifa, with several patient deaths
having occurred over the previ-
ous two to three days due to the
shutting down of medical serv-
ices, WHO stated.

Patients include 32 babies in
extremely critical condition, two
people in intensive care without
ventilation, and 22 dialysis pa-
tients whose access to life-saving
treatment has been severely
compromised.

The vast majority of patients
are victims of war trauma, includ-
ing many with complex fractures
and amputations, head injuries,
burns, chest and abdominal
trauma, and 29 patients with se-
rious spinal injuries who are un-
able to move without medical
assistance. Many trauma pa-
tients have severely infected
wounds due to lack of infection
control measures in the hospital
and unavailability of antibiotics.

WHO leads high-risk joint
mission to Al-Shifa Hospital

Cologne, Germany - German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz on Satur-
day criticised Israel’s illegal set-
tlements in West Bank and
called for a two-state solution for
Israel and the Palestinians.

“In our view, there must be a
two-state solution. There should
be a possibility of peaceful coex-
istence between Israel as a state
and a Palestinian state,” German
news agency DPA quoted him as
saying during a visit to Nuthetal
in Brandenburg state. 

“This is also in the best inter-
est of Israel.”

Scholz criticised Israel’s con-
struction of new illegal settle-
ments on Palestinian territory,
saying: “We do not want new
settlements in the West Bank.”

He also spoke to Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,
telling him that the humanitarian

situation in Gaza needs ‘urgent’
improvement.

“In a phone call with Israeli
PM Netanyahu, I assured him of
the full solidarity with the people
of Israel and emphasised the ur-
gent need to improve the hu-
manitarian situation in Gaza,”
Scholz said on X after the con-
versation.

“Humanitarian ceasefires can
contribute to a significant im-
provement,” he added.

Israel has killed at least
12,000 Palestinians in its air and
ground attacks on the Gaza Strip
since the October 7 surprise of-
fensive by Hamas.

The official Israeli death toll
stands at about 1,200.

Thousands of buildings, in-
cluding hospitals, mosques, and
churches, have either been dam-
aged or destroyed in Israel’s re-
lentless strikes on the besieged
enclave.

An Israeli blockade has also
cut Gaza off from fuel, electricity,
and water supplies, and reduced
aid deliveries to a trickle.

Israel has rejected growing
calls for a cease-fire until the re-
lease of hostages held by Hamas.
Anadolu Agency

German chancellor calls
for two-state solution

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz

Tel Aviv, Israel - A school run
by the United Nations in north-
ern Gaza has been attacked,
the UN confirmed on Saturday.
A top UN official described it
as a ‘horrifying’ incident, CNN
reported.

Video from al-Fakhoura
School in Jabalya, which was
being used as a shelter for dis-
placed people, showed blood-
ied bodies across a series of
rooms on the two floors of the
two-story building. Many
women and children are
among the dead. 

In the video, one room ap-
pears to contain about a dozen
bodies lying on the floor, cov-
ered in dust. Desks are strewn
and smashed up and a huge
hole can be seen in one of the
room’s walls. In the building
courtyard, a canopy roof across
a metal structure appears to
have been torn off, and debris
is visible on the ground, as per
CNN. 

A spokesperson for the
United Nations Relief and
Works Agency (UNRWA) Juli-
ette Touma confirmed the inci-

dent. The total number of casu-
alties remains unclear, she said,
as information is still coming in.

UNRWA runs the schools in
Palestinian refugee camps and
serves as the main UN relief
agency in Gaza. Touma could
not confirm what caused the in-
cident or who was responsible.

UNRWA chief Philippe Laz-
zarini, who called the images
‘horrifying’ in a post on X said
thousands of displaced people
had been sheltering there at
the time of the incident.
ANI

UN-run school in Gaza attacked
Lack of clean water, fuel, medicines,
food and other essential aid over the
last six weeks have caused Al-Shifa
Hospital to essentially stop 
functioning as a medical facility
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Ahmedabad, India - Australia
produced a magnificent perform-
ance to beat India in the final to
win the World Cup in Ahmed-
abad on Sunday.

The majority of a packed and
partisan crowd arrived at the
Narendra Modi Stadium hoping
to see the host nation end their
decade-long wait for a major ICC
trophy win.

But it was Australia who deliv-
ered on the day. The Australian
bowling attack combined to turn
the screw after a fast-paced pow-
erplay, bowling India out for 240.

And Travis Head was the star,
hitting an inspired century to win
Australia’s men their sixth ICC
Cricket World Cup crown.

Victory for Australia is a
crowning moment in what has
been a phenomenal year for Pat
Cummins’ side across formats,
adding to their win over India in
the World Test Championship
final in June and their subsequent
retention of the Ashes.

Tasked with a target of 241 to
win the World Cup, Australia got
off to a fast but shaky start in the
face of a new-ball assault from
India’s seam attack.

David Warner (7), Mitchell
Marsh (15) and Steven Smith (4)
all departed cheaply as Australia
slipped to 47/3 inside the open-
ing seven overs, with Mo-
hammed Shami and Jasprit
Bumrah taking the wickets. But a
superb partnership between
Head and Marnus Labuschagne
won it for Australia, with Head
hitting a stunning century and
Labuschagne playing the foil at
the other end, bedding in with a
resolute half-century of his own.

Head was caught in the deep
with just one run needed to win

the game, departing to a standing
ovation from his teammates hav-
ing scored 137 from 120 runs.

And Glenn Maxwell scored
the winning runs as Australia
claimed victory with six wickets
and seven overs to spare.

Earlier, Australia skipper Pat
Cummins won the toss and
chose to bowl first in Ahmedabad
in-front of a packed crowd. But it
was India who got off to a flier, in-

spired once more by captain
Rohit Sharma.

The early loss of Shubman Gill
didn’t halt India’s attacking mo-
mentum, as Rohit and Virat Kohli
racked up the runs in the first ten
overs, with 80 runs coming in the
first powerplay, equalling the
record for a men's Cricket World
Cup final.

However, the departure of the
skipper for 47 from 31 balls was

followed by Shreyas Iyer for 4 in
the very next over, and the match
took an abrupt turn from that
moment on, as the runs dried up
through the middle overs.

Looking to rebuild in the face
of some excellent bowling on a
tricky surface, Kohli and KL Rahul
bedded in, ensuring India reached
at least a competitive total.

Wickets fell frequently as Aus-
tralia’s bowling attack looked to

press home their advantage, and
the final Indian wicket came off
the last ball of the innings, with
the total at just 240.

Pat Cummins’ 2/34 from ten
overs summed up the effort from
the Aussie pacers, with Mitchell
Starc taking 3/55 and Josh Ha-
zlewood 2/60. Adam Zampa
provided good control through
the middle, finishing with 1/44,
while Glenn Maxwell’s 1/35 from

six overs included the crucial
wicket of Rohit.

The innings fell into two dis-
tinct sections. Nine fours and
three sixes were struck in the first
powerplay as India reached
80/2. But in the following 240
balls of the innings, there were no
further sixes, only four bound-
aries and just seven twos – with
all other runs coming in singles.
ICC

Australian players celebrate with the trophy after their victory against India in the World Cup final on Sunday 

AUSSIES CHAMPIONS
Opener Head scores dazzling century as Australia beat India to win World Cup 

Is Kohli the
greatest 
batsman?
Ahmedabad, India - The
question of whether Virat
Kohli is the greatest bats-
man in 50-over cricket his-
tory is gaining traction. At
35, Kohli has propelled
himself into the conversa-
tion with an outstanding
performance at the World
Cup in India.

After Sachin Tendulkar’s
retirement in 2013, Kohli
emerged as a dominant
force in cricket, consistently
showcasing his prowess
over the last decade. Ini-
tially part of the renowned
“Fab Four” alongside Joe
Root, Steve Smith, and
Kane Williamson, Kohli’s
consistency has stood out,
especially as others have
seen fluctuations in form.

From 2011 to 2019, Kohli
notched over 1,000 ODI
runs in a year on seven oc-
casions before experiencing
a brief drought in centuries.
However, he ended that dry
spell last September and
has since been in formida-
ble form, particularly evi-
dent in the recent World
Cup. He concluded the
tournament as the leading
run-scorer with a staggering
765 runs from 11 matches,
including three centuries.

One of Kohli’s significant
achievements during the
World Cup was surpassing
Tendulkar’s record of 49
ODI hundreds. What’s no-
table is the pace at which
Kohli reached this mile-
stone. He scored his 50th
ODI hundred in just 279 in-
nings, significantly quicker
than Tendulkar, who
achieved 49 centuries in
452 innings.
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Doha, Qatar - Pramac Racing’s
Jorge Martin emerged victorious
in the Qatar Grand Prix sprint, re-
ducing Francesco Bagnaia’s lead
in the world championship to a
mere seven points after the
Ducati rider secured fifth place at
the Lusail International Circuit on
Saturday.

Starting from fifth on the grid,
Martin showcased his aggressive
racing style as he finished ahead
of Gresini Racing’s Fabio Di Gian-
nantonio, while Luca Marini of
VR46 Racing, the polesitter, se-
cured the final spot on the
podium.

Martin’s win sets the stage for
MotoGP to witness back-to-back
final round title deciders for the
first time in history, with the sea-
son concluding in Valencia next
weekend.

Bagnaia faced challenges with
grip on his rear tire, struggling to
catch up with the leaders and ul-
timately finishing behind
Gresini’s Alex Marquez.

“I felt I was going to be strong

today. I was behind Marquez and
Pecco (Bagnaia), and they’re
amazing riders, but I had the
pace,” remarked Martin after
clinching his eighth sprint victory
of the season.

Marini, leading into turn one
from the pole position, saw Mar-
tin swiftly move up to third. How-
ever, Bagnaia reclaimed his
position, trailing behind second-
placed Marquez.

A tussle for position between
Bagnaia and Martin unfolded
from turn one, with several con-
tacts before Martin maneuvered
past his fellow title contender to
move to  third on the second lap.
Di Giannantonio capitalized on
the situation, overtaking the
slower factory Ducati bike and
leaving Bagnaia searching for an-
swers as the top four pulled away.

“I tried to push a lot to close
the gap, but they were faster than
me today,” noted Marini. “We
need to find something for the
race tomorrow; I was struggling
for grip with the rear tire.”

Las Vegas, United States - Red
Bull’s Max Verstappen claimed
his 18th win of the season amidst
the glitz and glamour of Sin City
and joined Sebastian Vettel in
third place on Formula One’s all-
time winners’ list.

Verstappen’s victory, his 53rd
in an illustrious career, was laced
with drama, facing a five-second
penalty for pushing Ferrari’s
Charles Leclerc off track at the
race’s start and later encounter-
ing a collision with Mercedes’
George Russell. Despite these
setbacks, Verstappen clinched
his sixth consecutive win.

Leclerc, starting from pole po-
sition, demonstrated remarkable
resilience, securing a second-
place finish despite the intense
battle for the lead. His back-and-

forth tussle saw him ultimately
pass Sergio Perez on the final lap
and deny Red Bull a seventh one-
two finish of the season.

The race marked Red Bull’s
20th win in 21 races, setting an-
other season record, and lived up
to the anticipation surrounding
Vegas’s first Grand Prix since the
1980s. Verstappen’s triumph in
Las Vegas rounded off his domi-
nance in the United States, pre-

viously clinching victories in
Miami and Austin. Verstappen
reflected on the challenging race,
admitting, “It was tough. I tried to
push at the start, but we braked
late, went a bit wide, and the
stewards penalized me for that.”

Celebrating the victory, Red
Bull played Elvis Presley’s iconic
song “Viva Las Vegas” over the
team radio, with Verstappen em-
bracing the moment by joining in

the singing.
Leclerc, showing his tenacity

despite the initial setback, ex-
pressed his sentiments over the
radio, gasping, “I wanted that win
so bad, but what a race.”

Perez, having narrowly missed
out on victory in the previous
race, secured second place in the
championship, yet another mile-
stone for Red Bull, securing a
one-two finish in the season.

The race also witnessed a
gripping battle between Mer-
cedes’ Lewis Hamilton and a de-
moted Russell, with the Briton
securing seventh place.

While Red Bull clinched both
titles well in advance, Ferrari nar-
rowed the gap to Mercedes in
the championship standings to a
mere four points.

Red Bull’s Max Verstappen celebrates with the trophy

Bhullar 
triumphs at
Indonesian
Masters 
Jakarta, Indonesia – India’s
Gaganjeet Bhullar produced
a virtuoso performance to
win the Indonesian Masters
on Sunday for his fifth title
on Indonesian soil and the
fourth wire-to-wire win of
his career on the Asian Tour.

The 35-year-old eagled
the par-five 18th at Royale
Jakarta Golf Club for a clos-
ing four-under-par 67 to fin-
ish on 24-under, which was
five shots ahead of second-
placed Karandeep Kochhar,
also from India.

Ben Campbell from New

Zealand, winner of the Hong
Kong Open last Sunday, and
Spaniard David Puig shots
rounds of 65 and 66 respec-
tively to claim third place,
six back of Bhullar – in the
final event of the season on
The International Series.

It marks the first time
Bhullar has raised the tro-
phy, and it will proudly sit
alongside three Indonesian
Open wins and one Indone-
sia President Invitational
title. It is also the 11th win of
his career on the Asian Tour
– the most by an Indian, with
Arjun Atwal and Jyoti Rand-
hawa next best with eight ti-
tles.

Jorge Martin in action at Qatar GP

MAX ON SONG

Jorge Martin triumphs
in Qatar GP sprint,
narrows Bagnaia’s
championship lead

Gaganjeet Bhullar celebrates

with the trophy 

Verstappen reigns as F1’s Las Vegas king with 18th victory of the season

Verstappen’s victory, his 53rd, was
laced with drama, facing a five-
second penalty for pushing Ferrari’s
Charles Leclerc off track at the  start
and later encountering a collision
with Mercedes’ George Russell

Nice, France – France, led by
Kylian Mbappe’s hat-trick and
Warren Zaire-Emery’s debut
goal, etched their name in Euro-
pean Championship qualifying
history with a resounding 14-0
victory over 10-man Gibraltar.

Les Bleus eclipsed Germany’s
13-0 win over San Marino in
2006, marking their most signif-
icant victory in international foot-
ball. The match also marked the
first instance of a European team
scoring 14 goals in a World Cup
or European Championship qual-
ifying fixture.

Marcus Thuram, Zaire-Emery,
Mbappe, Jonathan Clauss,
Kingsley Coman, and Youssouf
Fofana contributed to France’s
dominant first-half performance
in the Group B encounter, start-
ing with a third-minute own goal.

Already secured at the top of
the group, France introduced 17-
year-old Zaire-Emery, marking
him as the youngest France player
since 1914. Despite scoring his
debut goal in the 16th minute,

Zaire-Emery’s excitement was
cut short as Gibraltar’s Ethan San-
tos caught him on his ankle, re-
sulting in a red card and an abrupt
end to the teenager’s debut.

Romania booked a place at
Euro 2024 after recovering from
a goal down to claim a 2-1 win
against Israel in their Group I
clash on Saturday.

France makes history
with demolition of 
10-man Gibraltar

France’s Kylian Mbappe celebrates

after scoring against Gibraltar
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SUN, SAND, SURF 

Hubert Vaz

T
ake a lingering stroll along the
warm, sugar-white sands,
make a splash in the turquoise
waters playing into the lap of
numerous resorts on various

atolls, dive/snorkel among multi-coloured
fish and amphibians, enjoy a range of water
sports, or simply snuggle up in a luxurious,
sea-facing cottage/villa for a romantic time
of your life... The sun never sets on leisure
activities in Maldives!

Imagine the sheer thrill of visiting a
country that is 99 per cent ocean! Well
that’s what the Maldives is all about. But, if
you’re beginning to get butterflies in your
stomach at the thought of a ‘wet and wild’
holiday, you needn’t feel disturbed, for Mal-
dives promises a heavenly getaway into
tranquillity, from the hullabaloo of city life,
with all the trappings of a mid-summer
night’s dream.

In the Maldives, you would get a taste of
being on any one of those dream islands
which one sees in the movies, where the
sea comes into the lap of your verandah,
where greenery forms a cosy haven on a
beach with sugar-white sands, where the
options for unwinding are endless. And,
yes, if you are a water sports-freak, you can
indulge in safe sports from snorkeling and
surfing to deep-sea diving, fishing, et al. 

Sunny side of life
Maldives lies in two rows of atolls in the In-
dian Ocean, just across the equator be-
tween Africa and Sri Lanka. The country is
made up of about 1,190 coral islands
formed around 26 natural ring-like atolls,
spread over 90,000sqkm. A wonder des-
tination for honeymooners and adventure
seekers, it is also an ideal place for families
to enjoy a quick break during extended
weekends or anytime of the year.

Maldives is located just a four-hour flight
away from Muscat and there is no scope
for jet lag or confusion over time zones.
Qatar Airways offers direct flights via Doha
and after you land at the international air-
port in Male the hub and business centre of
the archipelago. 

You don’t need to secure a visa to visit
Maldives, free 30-day visit visas are
stamped on your passport on arrival (which
can be extended upto 90 days). There are
no queues, except for passport control, no
green channels, and as you walk out of the
airport itself, you see blue lagoons welcom-
ing you to a time of your life. 

In fact, minutes before landing itself,
from the aircraft window, you would have
noticed the beautiful islands dotting the In-
dian ocean like shimmering beads, offering
a stupendous preview of the fun that is yet
to unfold. 

Siyam Resorts 
Every atoll in the Maldives offers explicit
experiences, such that you can keep com-
ing back again and again. But, if you're look-

ing for a robust family vacation, Siyam Re-
sorts at Noonu atoll makes your getaway
all the more magical in the Maldives. 

Sun Siyam Resorts has an array of accom-
modation and facilities catering to varied
audiences, from families or couples, to Gen
Z travellers, especially from the Middle
East. The Maldives isn't just the perfect set-
ting for romance - it's also a dream desti-
nation for multi-generational families and

groups of friends hoping to make long-last-
ing memories.

Sun Siyam Iru Fushi 
It is more suited for families and couples
looking for pure relaxation, rejuvenation
and reconnection. It offers multiple dining
options, and high-level service with their
personalised experiences guaranteed to
guests. Ringed by a sugar white sandy

beach, it offers the height of affordable lux-
ury for families. Go on a guiding snorkeling
‘safari’ in a vibrant reef that rings the resort,
or sport dolphins on an incredible sunset
cruise. Besides fun activities for kids, it also
has 140 treatments at the award-winning
‘The Spa by Thalgo’.  

Florante Abuton Jr, assistant PR Com-
munications manager, Sun Siyam Iru Fushi,
disclosed that Siyam Resorts are in good

demand all through the year, though the
most busiest season is about to begin in
December and January, besides seasonal
rush during Valentine's Day in February or
other festive occasions. Also, Sun Siyam
Resorts are ideal for planning destination
weddings as they provide all the trappings
for a memorable event of one's lifetime.    

For prospective guests from Oman, he
said, the resort provides all specific require-
ments of people from Islamic countries, in-
cluding prayer rooms, prayer mats and
copies of the Holy Quran, halal food as well
as options for dining/staying and leisure
activities in absolute privacy. However, the
bulk of guests at the resort are from Russia,
UK as well as other parts of Europe, espe-
cially couples on their honeymoon.

Sun Siyam Vilu Reef
Most suited for couples seeking the true
Maldives experience with one of the most
pristine house-reefs, guests can stay at the
water villas of Sun Siyam Vilu Reef and
enjoy 5-star luxury with the sand beneath
your feet. It is also the ultimate haven for
honeymooner. The water villas are sur-
rounded by some of the best coral reef in
the Maldives. 

Siyam World
One of the most energetic resorts catering
to group of friends, families and couples
looking for and active holiday with multiple
dining options, highlighting a world sports
arena, water park, horses and ponies, and
villas with pools as well for multi-gen fam-
ilies, Siyam World gas the largest inflatable
waterpark in the Maldives, besides oppor-
tunities for riding the revolutionary sea-
breacher or zooming across the waves on
the resort’s hydrofoil e-bikes.

Sun Siyam Iru Veli
A resort most suitable for couples celebrat-
ing something special. For a laid-back lux-
ury in an authentic Maldivian setting,
choose an idyllic island retreat pierced in an
cyan-blue South Nilandhe Atoll. Pump for
the resort’s Premium all-inclusive signature
plan and you can off completely, your every
whim catered to from dawn till dusk. the
glamorous beach villa or overwater villa
each has a private pool. As part of the pack-
age, start the day with a stand-up paddle-
boarding session in the warm waters that
lap the island. 

Sun Siyam Olhuveli 
Most suited for adventure seekers, divers –
couples and families alike looking fir afford-
able luxury. At Sun Siyam Olhuveli, span-
ning three paradise islands, there is a
wealth of activities to enjoy, whenever you
decide to visit. In addition to thrilling sub-
aquatic explorations of secret shipwreck
and world-class water sports, there are op-
portunities to do some good with local is-
land cleaning sessions and tree planting. Or
dive into the sea for a coral planting session. 
(More details on Maldives in online version)

Maldives – the perfect location for a quick vacation in close
proximity with Oman – is ideal for a honeymoon trip, offbeat
family vacation, or for mixing business with pleasure. Dazzling
the Indian Ocean like a string of pearls, Maldives offers an
affordable dream holiday – especially at Sun Siyam Resorts
which boast of many firsts in the archipelago

Pulse of Maldives
Timezone : 1 hour ahead 

of Muscat
Flight duration : 4 hours
Capital : Male
Total islands : 1192
Inhabited islands : Around 187
Resort islands : Around 164
Population : 521,000 approx.
Major industries : Tourism and fishing
Currency : Rufiyaa 

(RO1 = 40 Rufiyaa)
Temperature : 28-30º C

Family Deluxe Beach Villa - Sun Siyam Iru Fushi Aqua Villa 

Olhuveli shipwreck dive site Siyam Water World




