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IN BRIEF

HM’S GREETINGS TO
MALAWI, COMOROS

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik
has sent a cable of greetings to President Prof
Arthur Peter Mutharika of the Republic of Malawi
on his country’s Independence Anniversary.

In the cable, His Majesty the Sultan expressed
his best wishes to the President in achieving the
aspirations of his country’s people towards further
achievements and developments on all spheres.

His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik has
also sent a cable of greetings to President Azali
Assoumani of the Union of the Comoros on his
country’s National Day.

In the cable, His Majesty the Sultan expressed
his best wishes to the President for success in
leading his country’s people and achieving

further stability and progress. His Majesty
also wished the relations of cooperation and
partnership between the two countries further
growth and prosperity. - ONA

TENDER BOARD CLEARS
RO 114M IN PROJECTS

MUSCAT: The Tender Board, chaired by Dr
Khamis bin Saif al Jabri, Minister of Economy and
Chairman of the Board, has approved a series of
tenders and supplementary works for development
projects across multiple sectors, with a total value
exceeding RO 114 million, during its second
meeting of 2026.

Key approvals include the construction of the
Mahout Fishing Port worth RO 36.99 million, along
with major infrastructure and service contracts
for the health, transport, education, and logistics
sectors. Among the largest allocations was RO 24.5
million for integrated catering, cleaning, laundry,
and pest control services for hospitals and health
institutions under the Ministry of Health. — ONA

Il
o LENDE KRN

A man and a woman mourn Iran’s slain supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei at the Grand Mosalla
on the second day of funeral ceremonies in Tehran. — AFP

Ayatollah Jafar Sobhani

led the funeral prayers for

Ali Khamenei in Tehran

on Sunday, the second

day of official mourning
for Iran’s late supreme leader, four months
after his death.

The 97-year-old senior cleric was shown
on state television leading the official
mourning for Khamenei, who was killed in
an Israeli air strike on his official Tehran
residence on February 28. A five-week US
and Israeli bombing campaign ensued until
a ceasefire was agreed at the beginning of
April.

From Saturday onwards, the company
that operates the Iranian capital’s metro

recorded more than 7 million journeys
linked to the funeral, the Tasnim news
agency reported.

Official figures on the number of people
attending the funeral events were not
available. Former presidential candidate
Saeed Jalili called for Khamenei’s death to
be avenged. “Revenge for the revolutionary
leader is a demand of the people and a duty
of those in charge,” he posted on X.

Khamenei’s body is to remain in
Tehran until Monday, after which funeral
ceremonies are due to be held in the holy
city of Qom. Further funeral events are
planned in neighbouring Iraq before the
late supreme leader is buried in his home
city of Mashhad on Thursday. — dpa

/2 MILLION TREES
PLANTED TO BOOST
NET-ZERO DRIVE

IBRA: The Environment Authority

has highlighted major environmental
achievements between 2020 and 2025,
including the planting of more than 72
million trees and the expansion of Oman’s
nature reserve network to 32 protected
areas, supporting the country’s path
towards Net-Zero emissions. The review was
presented at a joint meeting in the Wilayat
of Ibra, Al Sharqiyah North Governorate.

The Authority reaffirmed Oman’s
commitment to national and international
environmental obligations under Oman
Environment Strategy and Oman Vision
2040. It noted that Oman has joined 22
international conventions and protocols,
including key agreements on biodiversity,
climate change, desertification, and
hazardous waste management.

It also detailed the expansion of protected
areas covering 17,827 sq km, with terrestrial
coverage reaching 4.85 per cent and marine
protected areas 0.51 per cent — exceeding set
national and global benchmarks.

Oman’s environmental performance has
also gained global recognition, ranking first
in the Arab world and second globally in the
Numbeo Pollution Index 2025, and 55th
in the Environmental Performance Index,
placing it second in the Middle East. — ONA
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The axial tilt causes variations in the angle of solar
radiation and daylight hours

Oman skies to
witness solar
Aphelion today

MUSCAT: The Earth will reach its aphelion — the
farthest point from the Sun in its annual orbit —
today at 9:30 pm Oman time, when the distance
between the two centres will be approximately
152.1 million kilometres, equivalent to about
1.0167 astronomical units.

Wisal al Hinai, Head of the Community
Communication Committee at the Oman Society
of Astronomy and Space, said the solar aphelion
is an annual astronomical event occurring in
early July. It results from the Earth’s elliptical orbit
around the Sun, with a slight eccentricity of about
0.0167, in line with Kepler’s laws of planetary
motion. She noted that the Earth reaches its
perihelion — the closest point to the Sun — in early
January, when the distance between them is about
147 million kilometres, a difference of only about
five million kilometres.

She stressed that a common misconception is
the belief that seasonal temperature changes are
linked to the Earth’s distance from the Sun. The
true cause, she explained, is the 23.5-degree tilt of
the Earth’s rotational axis relative to its orbital
plane — the flat geometric plane containing its
orbit around the Sun.

The axial tilt causes variations in the angle of
solar radiation and daylight hours throughout
the year. In summer, the Sun’s rays strike more
directly and remain above the horizon longer,
increasing solar energy and raising temperatures.
The opposite occurs in winter.

The effect of the varying distance between
the Earth and the Sun is only about 3 per cent
compared to the average distance of 149.6 million
kilometres, making its impact minimal compared
to the axial tilt, which is the primary driver of
seasonal change, she added.

The solar aphelion offers an opportunity to
promote accurate astronomical understanding
and correct common misconceptions, she said,
adding that scientific literacy helps deepen
public awareness of cosmic phenomena through
observation and scientific calculation. — ONA

EAIN AL
BURAIMI
RECORDS
FIRST-EVER
NESTING OF
SHIKRA

AL BURAIMI: The Environment
Authority in Al Buraimi
Governorate has, for the first time
in the governorate, documented

the nesting of the Shikra (known
locally as Al Baydaq), scientifically
designated as Accipiter badius. This
milestone represents a significant
addition to the biodiversity records
and reflects the health of the natural
habitats within the governorate’s
environmental sector.

The Shikra is a resident bird of
prey in the Sultanate of Oman, and
the documentation of its nests is
considered a rare occurrence, owing
to its preference for building nests in

Shikra’s documentation is considered
arare occurrence.

densely branched trees.

The female typically lays two
eggs, though in some instances
the clutch may number up to six
eggs. The bird measures between
26 and 30 centimetres in length,
with a wingspan ranging from
60 to 70 centimetres, and bears a
close resemblance to the Eurasian
Sparrowhawk.

The male is distinguished by a
dark blue-grey upper body with
black-tipped wings, while the female
exhibits a whiter underbelly and
less pronounced black wing tips. The
cheeks are characterised by a reddish
tinge. — ONA

H to expand adult and
children’s emergency dept

YOUSEF AL HABSI
MUSCAT, JULY 5

ROYAL HOSPITAL
unveiled plans to
expand its adult and
children’s emergency
departments and
laboratories, and to add 900
additional parking spaces in the
upcoming period. Dr Aamed
bin Khamis al Araimi, Director-
General of the Royal Hospital,
said in an interview with Oman
Arabic daily, sister publication
of the Observer: “We are striving
to establish the Royal Hospital
as a national benchmark,
spearheading the transformation
from a service provider to a
system builder.”
Regarding the use of artificial
intelligence (AI) in medicine,
Al Araimi explained that AT
applications are incorporated in
most medical devices. Among
the most recent achievements
at the Royal Hospital was
performing the first robotic
surgery in the Sultanate of
Oman, as well as the first remote
surgery using a surgical robot.
Regarding the Royal Hospital’s
strategy for reducing waiting
times, he said: “By waiting times

The Ministry of Health has adopted several projects to reduce these waiting

periods.

we mean appointments for
clinics, medical interventions,
and surgeries. The Ministry

of Health has adopted several
projects to reduce these

waiting periods, most notably
enhancing health services in

the governorates. The ministry
has dedicated significant efforts
to providing, developing, and
empowering these services. This
also includes the distribution of
specialised medical professionals
who visit the governorates.

This has helped us reduce
waiting lists, and we have begun
transferring patients from Muscat
to hospitals in other governorates
in certain specialities. The
ministry has also adopted a
partnership with the private
sector, which is considered
a strategic partner in health
services. Services have been
purchased from the private sector,
and patients have been transferred
from government hospitals to
private hospitals for procedures

such as orthopaedics, paediatric
surgery, among others.”

Al Araimi said that there
is a plan to expand the adult
and paediatric emergency
departments and medical
laboratories. The Ministry of
Health, through the Directorate-
General of Projects, is also
working to increase the capacity
of car parks at the Royal Hospital
by 900 additional spaces.

Regarding colon cancer, Dr
Al Araimi explained that it is
a widespread disease not only
in the Sultanate of Oman but
in the world in general, and it
is considered one of the most
widespread cancers. Its danger
lies in being a silent tumour,
as the patient does not feel any
symptoms beforehand. In many
cases, the patient suddenly
experiences abdominal swelling
or bleeding.

He added that there are
many efforts being made by the
Ministry of Health and other
hospitals, in addition to the Royal
Hospital, to raise community
awareness about colon cancer
and the Ministry of Health will
undertake a project aimed at
enhancing early detection of
colon tumours.

50% tint rule sparks rush, but supply crunch hits auto shops

KABEER YOUSUF

announced that motorists may now

for many reasons, first, it helps you

MUSCAT, JULY 5

There has been a sense of joy among
the vehicle owners after the Royal
Oman Police (ROP) permitted 50 per
cent of tinting on private vehicles
and car accessories shops have been
elated over the same. However, the
supply of the same has been badly
affected after the geopolitical unrest
began and it is those who have
already kept a stock of the same are
going to enjoy the fruit.

“The decision to grant 50 per cent
glass tint has been overtly welcomed
by different corners of the society
and it should be a heyday for car
accessories shops that provide
this service. However, the limited
stock of the same grade of film will
keep many car owners waiting,”
Mohammed Jamsheed TK, MD of Car
Bayt accessories in Al Amerat said.

The Royal Oman Police (ROP)

apply window tinting of up to 50
per cent on their vehicles, raising
the previous limit of 30 per cent, as
part of efforts to facilitate services
for motorists while maintaining
road safety standards. The ROP
also stated that vehicles fitted

with factory-installed tinted side
windows are permitted, provided
the glass maintains a minimum light
transmission of 30 per cent.

“We have many customers
approaching us for the 50 per cent
tint. But the issue is that, since the
same was not permitted in Oman till
recently, we roughly kept the stock
of it whereas huge stocks of the 30
per cent light passing has been in my
collection. The same goes with many
of my friends in the industry,” Ahmed
al Balushi, owner of a car accessory
shop in Wadi Kabir comments.

According to Jamsheed, car owners
opt for better tinted car windows

Car owners opt for better tinted car
windows for many reasons.

keep cool in the summer, secondly,
provide some privacy even while
parked, block UV rays, and provide
an added layer of protection. “It can
even protect your interior fabrics and
materials from deteriorating. Having
said, for some drivers, the simple
looks matter while for others it is the
harsh sunlight that passes through
the window glass that bothers them.”
An average glass tint costs RO
5 and the maximum, depending
upon the quality, durability and
effectiveness, can go up to RO 1,000
and above. Leading brands in use
include 3M, VKOOL, Johnson and
Kool Car. The prices of different sun
cooling stickers vary on grounds of
They vary primarily based on the
film’s material technology, intended
vehicle coverage, brand prestige,
and durability or re-usability. They
are all sourced from neighbouring
countries or from China and with the

cargo movement being affected, the
sun cooling materials too had to pay
the price.

“The main feature of tint that
makes it stand out from the rest
is the material and heat rejection
technology, such as basic dyed or
static-cling PVC films, which is
common for side window sunshades
and are the most affordable. Premium
options use nano-ceramic or carbon
particles, which offer superior IR heat
rejection and UV blockage but cost
significantly more,” said Jamsheed.

Oman didn’t allow motorists to use
tint above 30 per cent in the past in
view of the safety of passengers and
security in a broader sense. Sun-
cooling beyond the prescribed limit
can pose a security problem and is
an offence which invites them to be
fined. While tinting a car, attention
should be paid to safety, not vanity.
“Tinting beyond the limit is one of
the reasons for many accidents.
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The 30.4-kilometre project is being executed at a cost
of RO 47 million.

IZKI-NIZWA DUAL
CARRIAGEWAY
31 PC COMPLETE

NIZWA: The Ministry of Transport,
Communications and Information Technology
continues its implementation of the Izki-Nizwa
dual carriageway project in Al Dakhiliyah
Governorate, with the completion rate currently
standing at approximately 31 per cent.

The project is part of the ministry’s ongoing
efforts to develop the road network and enhance
connectivity efficiency among the wilayats and
governorates. The project is being executed at a total
cost of RO 47 million, spanning 30.4 kilometres.

It extends from the existing roundabout near
South Qarut in the Wilayat of Izki, passing
through Birkat Al Mouz and Hayy Al Turath, to
the entrance of the Wilayat of Nizwa at the Farq
area. The primary objective is to improve traffic
flow and elevate safety standards on this vital
road. — ONA

RAS AL HADD RESERVE
STEPS UP PROTECTION
OF SEA TURTLES

RAS AL HADD: Specialists at the Environment
Centre within the Turtle Reserve in Ras Al Hadd
have successfully managed 56 stranded turtles
and recorded over 12,000 turtle tracks along the
reserve’s beaches during the first half of this year.
These figures underscore the significant
ecological importance of the Turtle Reserve as one
of the premier nesting sites for sea turtles in Oman.
The daily and periodic patrol operations
carried out by the Environment Centre’s specialists
constitute one of the most critical field programmes
aimed at monitoring sea turtles, responding
swiftly to emergency situations, and eliminating
potential threats. Nizar bin Salim al Araimi,
Director of the Environment Department in Al
Sharqiyah South Governorate, stated that these
indicators affirm the success of the Environment
Authority’s initiatives in implementing the
‘Environment Guardians’ programme. This
programme is designed to intensify field efforts for
the protection of sea turtles. — ONA

OMANI
MILITARY
BAND AT
ALBERTVILLE
FESTIVAL

PARIS: The joint Omani military
band recently held high-level
performances at the Olympic Hall,
Paris, as part of its participation in
the 46th Albertville International
Military Music Festival, which
marks the 400th anniversary of the
foundation of the French National
Navy.

The Omani band’s outstanding
performances constituted a
model of advanced discipline and
professionalism that inspired great
enthusiasm in the audience. — ONA

Park vandalism drives up
costs: Muscat Municipality

SAUD AL ANSARI
MUSCAT, JULY 5

OF vandalism and
misuse of public
parks and recreational
facilities are driving
up maintenance
costs, reducing the lifespan of
public infrastructure, and depriving
communities of fully enjoying these
shared spaces, Muscat Municipality
has warned.

The municipality stressed that
protecting public property is a
collective responsibility that requires
stronger community awareness
alongside the enforcement of
laws and regulations. It noted
that vandalism not only mars the
appearance of public spaces but
also diverts resources that could
otherwise be invested in new
development projects.

Eng Zakariya bin Said al Nabhani,
Agricultural Engineer at the
Directorate-General of Projects and
Landscaping at Muscat Municipality,
said the most common forms
of vandalism include damaging
playground equipment, writing
graffiti on walls and benches,
destroying lighting fixtures, cutting or
damaging trees and landscaped areas,
littering outside designated bins, and
misusing public facilities in ways that
shorten their operational life.

He said such practices increase
spending on repairs, maintenance and
replacement works, placing additional
pressure on the municipality’s
financial and human resources.

“These actions undermine the
sustainability of public facilities and
the quality of services they provide,
while preventing visitors from fully

ENG ZAKARIYA BIN
SAID AL NABHANI

ASMAHAN BINT
MOHAMMED AL
SHUKAILI

The municipality
promotes a
culture of
protecting public
property through
awareness
campaigns,
routine
maintenance,
intensified
inspection drives,
and encourages
residents to
report acts of
vandalism

benefiting from them until repairs
are completed,” he said.

Al Nabhani noted that the
municipality continues to promote
a culture of protecting public
property through awareness
campaigns, routine maintenance,
intensified inspection drives,
information signage, surveillance
systems in selected locations, and by
encouraging residents to report acts
of vandalism.

“These facilities belong to
everyone, and preserving them is a
shared responsibility that ensures
they remain available for future
generations,” he added.

Asmahan bint Mohammed al
Shukaili, Awareness Specialist at
Muscat Municipality, said parks and
recreational spaces are essential to
improving quality of life, promoting
physical and mental well-being,
preserving environmental balance,
and enhancing the beauty of cities
and neighbourhoods.

She said the municipality has
placed significant emphasis on
developing and maintaining these
facilities as part of its vision for a
sustainable urban environment.
However, recurring vandalism

highlights the need to strengthen
public awareness and community
engagement to reduce damage and
maintenance costs.

Among its initiatives, the
municipality has partnered with the
Ministry of Education to conduct
awareness sessions in schools
across Muscat Governorate for
Cycle One and Cycle Two students.
The programmes use interactive
discussions and activities to explain
the causes and consequences of
vandalism and encourage respect for
public property.

Al Shukaili also highlighted the
municipality’s ‘Little Observer’
programme, which takes primary
school students on field visits
to parks and recreational areas,
allowing them to identify acts of
vandalism, understand their impact,
and suggest practical solutions.

She added that awareness
campaigns also continue through
social media, urging families to
encourage children to use public
facilities responsibly and help
preserve playgrounds, benches,
outdoor fitness equipment, trees,
flowers and green spaces for the
benefit of the entire community.

Oman’s mountains turn into summer escape as heat tops 40°C

MOHAMED AL BATTASHI
MUSCAT, JULY 5

When temperatures across Oman’s
plains and coastal regions climb past
40°C each summer, a quiet migration
begins. Families pack their cars and
head upward — towards Al Jabal Al
Akhdhar, Jabal Shams, and Dhofar
Highlands. The destination is not just
scenery. It is relief.

The science behind this relief
is straightforward. Al Muathir al
Kindi, an Omani geological explorer
and PhD candidate, explains that
temperatures decrease with altitude.
This is why Al Jabal Al Akhdhar and

Jabal Shams enjoy milder summers
compared to the surrounding plains,
offering natural respite from extreme
heat. A similar pattern applies to
elevated areas of Dhofar, where
altitude softens the intensity of the
desert climate.

But cooling is only part of what
these mountains do. They also
generate rainfall. When moisture-
laden winds collide with the steep
slopes of the Al Hajar mountains,
air is forced upward, where it cools,
condenses, and forms clouds and
precipitation. These rains feed wadis
that carve through valleys and help
recharge underground aquifers. Al

Muathir describes these formations
as natural reservoirs — an intricate,
hidden water system shaped over
millions of years.

This pattern is actively unfolding
now. The Meteorology Department
at the Civil Aviation Authority has
reported early formation of cumulus
clouds over the Al Hajar mountains,
with a possibility of scattered
rainfall, sometimes thundery and
accompanied by active downdrafts.

For those who travel to Al Jabal
Al Akhdhar, the experience goes far
beyond cooler air.

Local resident Hamda al Sa’adi
describes terraced farms cascading

down steep slopes, rose gardens
and pomegranate orchards lining
winding paths, and aflaj irrigation
channels. Life here, she says, is
simple and closely tied to the land.
Visitor Said al Sayyadi, who walked
the 4.5-kilometre trail between Al
Jabal Al Akhdhar villages, returned
with more than just a memorable
hike. For him, the experience
revealed how Omanis do not merely
inhabit their environment, but shape
it in harmony with its rhythms. The
cool air, sweeping views, and balance
between heritage and modest
development highlight how deeply
geography influences culture.
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1. Well-rested teams tend

to communicate effectively,
demonstrate resilience and
make fewer costly mistakes.

2. Employees should not feel
guilty about taking leave,
nor should they be expected
to remain on call while on
vacation.

3. Successful employees are not those
who work the longest hours, but those
who know when to pause, recharge and
return ready to perform at their best.

ANNUAL

BALQEES AL ORAIMI

today’s fast-paced workplace,

productivity is often measured by

how long employees stay connected

rather than by how effectively they

perform. Tight deadlines, back-
to-back meetings and the expectation of
being constantly available have become
part of everyday professional life.

While dedication remains an essential
workplace value, experts say that working
continuously without meaningful
breaks can gradually undermine both
employee well-being and organisational
performance.

A growing body of evidence suggests
that taking a short leave — whether for a
few days or a week — is not a luxury but
a practical investment in mental health,
creativity and long-term productivity.
Rather than slowing progress, stepping
away from work can help employees
return with renewed focus, higher
motivation and better decision-making
abilities.

Many employees postpone their annual
leave, believing that doing so demonstrates
commitment to their organisations. In
reality, prolonged periods of uninterrupted
work often lead to physical fatigue, mental
exhaustion and declining enthusiasm.
These early warning signs, if ignored,
may eventually develop into occupational
burnout, a condition that affects not only
individual performance but also workplace
morale and organisational efficiency.

O
ST EFFICIENCY

T'used to believe
that postponing
my leave showed
dedication,” he
says. “But over
time, I realised
I'was becoming
mentally
exhausted. I
found myself
making small
mistakes and
losing focus.
Earlier this yeat,
I'took five days
off, completely
disconnected
fromwork, and
when I returned,
I'was more
productive than
I had beenin
months.

HOOD AL
BALUSHI

ORGANISATIONS THAT
ENCOURAGE STAFF TO TAKE
THEIR ANNUAL LEAVE
FREQUENTLY REPORT HIGHER
LEVELS OF JOB SATISFACTION,
STRONGER EMPLOYEE
ENGAGEMENT AND LOWER
TURNOVER RATES

Unlike extended vacations, short
breaks are easier to plan and can be
equally effective. Employees do not
need expensive overseas holidays to
benefit from time away. Spending a few
days with family, reconnecting with
hobbies, travelling within the country, or
simply disconnecting from work-related
communication can provide the mental
reset many professionals need.

For Hood al Balushi, an employee in
the private sector, taking short leave
transformed the way he approaches
work. “I used to believe that postponing
my leave showed dedication,” he says.
“But over time, I realised I was becoming
mentally exhausted. I found myself
making small mistakes and losing focus.
Earlier this year, I took five days off,
completely disconnected from work, and
when I returned, I was more productive
than I had been in months.”

Stories like his have become
increasingly common as organisations
begin recognising that employee well-
being and business performance are
closely linked. A refreshed employee is
often more engaged, collaborative and
capable of solving problems creatively
than someone who has been working
under constant pressure for months.

Social specialist Rashid al Siyabi
believes that burnout develops gradually
rather than appearing overnight. “People
often misunderstand rest as a sign of
weakness or reduced commitment,” he
explains. “In reality, taking regular breaks
allows employees to maintain emotional
balance and sustain high performance
over the long term. Ignoring the need
for recovery can eventually affect not
only job performance but also family
relationships, physical health and overall
quality of life.”

The benefits extend beyond individual
employees. Organisations that encourage
staff to take their annual leave frequently
report higher levels of job satisfaction,
stronger employee engagement and lower
turnover rates. Well-rested teams also
tend to communicate more effectively,
demonstrate greater resilience during
demanding periods and make fewer costly
mistakes.

Human resource professionals
increasingly argue that workplace culture
plays a crucial role. Employees should not
feel guilty about taking leave, nor should
they be expected to remain available
through emails, phone calls and virtual
meetings while officially on vacation.
Genuine time off requires genuine
disconnection.

As conversations around workplace
well-being continue to evolve, short
breaks are becoming an important
component of sustainable employment
practices. Forward-thinking employers
are recognising that investing in
employee recovery ultimately
strengthens organisational resilience and
performance.

The modern workplace is unlikely
to become less demanding. However,
creating space for regular recovery
may prove to be one of the simplest and
most effective strategies for maintaining
productivity in the long run. After all,
the most successful employees are not
necessarily those who work the longest
hours, but those who know when to
pause, recharge and return ready to
perform at their best.
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FinTech key to SME
sustainability, finds
award winning study

STAFF REPORTER
MUSCAT, JULY 5

A recent study conducted in Oman, which won the
12th National Research Award organised by the
Research and Innovation Authority in the Culture,
Social and Basic Sciences field under the PhD
category, has highlighted the growing importance
of financial technology (FinTech) in strengthening
the sustainability and
competitiveness of SMES.

The research,
titled ‘Investigating
the Critical Drivers
of Fintech Adoption
to Promote Business
Sustainability of SMEs,’
was led by Dr Mohd
Abass Bhat, Senior
Lecturer and Research
Coordinator for the Research, Innovation,
and Entrepreneurship (RIE) Committee in
the Department of Economics and Business
Administration, University of Technology and
Applied Sciences Muscat, examines the factors
influencing FinTech adoption and its impact on
business sustainability among SMEs in Oman,
based on data collected from 402 SME owners and
managers.

According to Dr Bhat, the findings indicate that
perceived benefits such as economic advantages,
convenience, and transaction efficiency play a
significant role in encouraging SMEs to adopt
FinTech solutions.

At the same time, perceived risks, including
financial, legal, security, and operational
concerns, continue to act as major barriers to
adoption. Despite these challenges, the study
confirms that FinTech adoption has a positive and
direct impact on business sustainability, enabling
SMEs to improve financial management, expand
market access, and enhance competitiveness.

However, the research also reveals that
perceived risks can negatively affect sustainability
outcomes, due to concerns related to cybersecurity,
skills gaps, social inclusion, and environmental
considerations.

These findings underline the need for a balanced
approach that addresses both the advantages and
challenges associated with FinTech adoption.

The research has been published in the peer-
reviewed journal Global Knowledge, Memory and
Communication. The project was conducted by a
research team comprising Dr Mohd Abass Bhat, Dr
Shagufta Tariq Khan, Dr Abeer F Alkhwaldi, and
Dr Amir A Abdulmuhsin.

DR MOHD
ABASS BHAT

RIA JOINS 75th LINDAU NOBEL FORUM IN GERMANY

BERLIN: The Research and
Innovation Authority (RIA) is
representing the Sultanate of
Oman at the 75th Lindau Nobel
Laureates Meeting, a prestigious
multidisciplinary scientific forum
being held in Lindau, Germany.

The forum brings together Nobel
Prize winners, leading scientists and
outstanding young researchers from
around the world to exchange ideas,
foster collaboration and discuss
some of the most pressing scientific
challenges of our time.

Among the scientific highlights
was a presentation by Prof John
Michael Kosterlitz, recipient of the
Nobel Prize in Physics, who shared

Dr Sarah bint Hamad al Araimi,
Head, Biotech Dept, UTAS.

insights into his pioneering research
on the properties of materials

at extremely low temperatures.

His work has paved the way for
advances in the development of next-

generation materials, electronics and
quantum computing technologies.

Oman’s participation reflects
the Research and Innovation
Authority’s commitment to
strengthening the international
presence of Omani researchers by
providing opportunities to engage
with world-renowned scientists,
exchange expertise and stay abreast
of the latest developments in science
and innovation. The initiative
also supports the continued
advancement of Oman’s research
and innovation ecosystem.

As part of the programme, the
forum hosted a dialogue session on
global research priorities, exploring

how scientific research can be better
aligned with humanity’s evolving
needs and future challenges.
Representing Oman in the
discussion was Dr Sarah bint Hamad
al Araimi, Head of the Biotechnology
Department at the University of
Technology and Applied Sciences,
who participated alongside
international researchers and
experts. The annual Lindau Nobel
Laureates Meeting is regarded as
one of the world’s foremost scientific
gatherings, promoting dialogue
across disciplines while inspiring
the next generation of researchers
through direct interaction with
Nobel laureates. — ONA

Initiative teaches children
smart shopping skills

SIHAM AL SAIDI

SUHAR, JULY 5
in Al Batinah
North are
learning that
being a smart

shopper begins at an early age,
thanks to an interactive summer
initiative by the General-Directorate
of Consumer Protection that is
equipping young minds with
practical consumer awareness and
financial literacy skills.

Designed to make learning both
engaging and memorable, the
programme introduced children
to the fundamentals of responsible
consumption through hands-on
activities that mirrored real-life
shopping experiences. Rather than
relying on classroom instruction
alone, the initiative encouraged
participants to make informed
purchasing decisions while
developing critical thinking skills.

A key attraction was ‘The Little
World of Creativity, a simulated
grocery store where children
assumed the role of shoppers.

The interactive setting enabled
them to identify genuine products,
distinguish counterfeit goods,
check expiry dates, compare
product quality and prices, and
better understand their rights and
responsibilities as consumers.

The programme also featured an
awareness exhibition highlighting
essential consumer protection

The initiative
demonstrates
that lessons
gained through
participation
often leave a

The programme featured an awareness exhibition highlighting
essential consumer protection concepts.

concepts, unsafe and prohibited
products, and safe purchasing
practices. An accompanying
art corner allowed children to
express what they had learned
through drawings and creative
activities, reinforcing key messages
in an enjoyable and interactive
environment.

Naeema al Jahwari from the
General-Directorate of Consumer

deeper and
more lasting
impression than
conventional
classroom
teaching

Protection in Al Batinah North said
the initiative reflects the Directorate’s
commitment to building consumer
awareness from an early age through
practical, experience-based learning.
She explained that children
grasp concepts more effectively
when they actively participate in
situations that resemble everyday
life. By encouraging them to
compare products, make purchasing

decisions, and recognise potential
risks on their own, the programme
nurtures sound judgement and
responsible consumer behaviour
that can benefit them well into
adulthood.

Al Jahwari noted that consumer
education has become an essential
life skill in today’s rapidly evolving
marketplace. Equipping young
people with the knowledge to
make informed choices not only
safeguards their rights as consumers
but also helps cultivate a generation
that values quality, safety and
responsible spending.

She added that initiatives of this
nature support broader national
efforts to enhance public awareness
and prepare future consumers
to navigate increasingly diverse
markets with confidence. Developing
these habits early, she said, lays the
foundation for wiser purchasing
decisions while strengthening
community understanding of
consumer rights and responsibilities.

The initiative highlights the
growing importance of experiential
learning, demonstrating that lessons
gained through participation often
leave a deeper and more lasting
impression than conventional
classroom teaching.

By transforming shopping into
an educational adventure, the
programme has given children
practical skills that they can apply
every time they accompany their
families on a shopping trip.
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France’s President Emmanuel Macron poses at the
Elysee Presidential Palace in Paris. — AFP

SYRIA EXPECTS
VISIT BY FRENCH
PRESIDENT MACRON

DAMASCUS: Syria on Sunday said that it was
expecting a visit by French President Emmanuel
Macron, the first by a Western European head
of state since the 2024 toppling of longtime
ruler Bashar al Assad. State news agency SANA,
citing the Syrian presidency’s media office, said,
“Macron is expected to visit Syria to discuss ways
of strengthening bilateral relations and issues of
common interest”, without specifying a date for
the trip.

It said he would be accompanied by a delegation
“including investors and representatives of
French companies” as part of efforts to strengthen
economic cooperation. Discussions would
also address “regional and international”
developments, it added. The last French president
to visit was Nicolas Sarkozy in 2009, before Assad’s
government brutally crushed pro-democracy
protests in 2011, sparking a prolonged conflict
that killed more than half a million people and
devastated Syria’s infrastructure and industry.

Macron is the first head of an EU state and
prominent Western leader to head to the Syrian
capital, after hosting Sharaa in Paris last year. The
announcement came after a bombing on Thursday
at a Damascus cafe killed 10 people. — AFP

NORTH KOREA’S KIM
OVERSEES NAVAL
WEAPONS TESTS

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un observes an
assessment of the newly built naval destroyer Kang
Kon’s combat systems. — Reuters

SEOUL: North Korean leader Kim Jong Un
oversaw weapons tests this week of the 5,000-tonne
destroyer Kang Kon, including cruise missile
launches and “electronic warfare means’, state
media reported. The naval vessel was notably the
one that tipped over last year during its launch
ceremony, but was later repaired.

The tests took place on Friday, the state-run
Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) said,
less than two weeks after another 5,000-tonne
destroyer, the Choe Hyon, entered military service.
During that commissioning ceremony, Kim vowed
to equip his navy with nuclear weapons and
develop new 10,000-tonne warships.

After the weapons test, Kim “gave an instruction
to complete the trial process of the destroyer in
a responsible manner and commission it for the
Navy within two months,” KCNA said. While
reiterating the need to strengthen the country’s
“war deterrent”, Kim also pledged to demonstrate
North Korea’s determination to possess “absolute
power”, KCNA said. Analysts said Kim’s instruction
to commission the vessel within two months could
be linked to a major political anniversary. — AFP

FIERCE FIGHTING

JAPAN SPACE
PROBE SKIMS
ASTEROID IN
PLANETARY
TEST

TOKYO: A Japanese space probe
performed a flyby of a near-Earth
asteroid on Sunday, in a test
mission for technology that could
help protect the planet from space
rocks. The fridge-sized Hayabusa2
was due to fly within 800 metres of
asteroid Torifune, Japan Aerospace
Exploration Agency (JAXA)
scientists said earlier, a trial run

to see whether such a probe could
deflect a potentially dangerous
space rock away from Earth.

The mission comes after Nasa

deliberately smashed a spacecraft
into the 160-metre-wide Dimorphos
asteroid in 2022, successfully
altering its orbit around a larger
space rock.

Moving at a speed of more
than 18,000 kilometres per hour,
Hayabusa2 was not intended to
collide with Torifune. Instead,
scientists wanted to assess whether
they could precisely control the
trajectory of the probe, should it ever
need to perform a deflection. “At
6:35 pm... Hayabusa2 conducted a

flyby of Torifune and the spacecraft
is working normally,” a JAXA
spokeswoman said.

Online footage supplied by JAXA
showed scientists applauding in
a control room. “I was nervous, I
felt on edge the whole time... But
I'm really glad we were able to see
it through to the end,” one of the
scientists said. If it is confirmed that
the space probe indeed came within
800 metres of Torifune, the mission
would be one of the closest flybys of
a near-Earth asteroid ever. — AFP

Venezuela quake death
toll rises to nearly 3,000

'(] DEVASTATING
twin earthquakes
killed nearly

3,000, updated official figures
showed, as international rescue
teams began winding down search
operations for survivors in the rubble
of the disaster. Fatalities jumped by
more than 300 from Friday to 2,954,
following the June 24 disaster that
has left thousands homeless in the
streets and sheltering in camps. Tens
of thousands more are still reported
missing. The government has not
given any estimates, but the United
Nations has estimated as many as
50,000 are unaccounted for following
the 7.2 and 7.5 magnitude shocks.

One of Latin America’s worst
earthquake disasters hit hardest in
the coastal La Guaira area north of
the capital Caracas, where scores of
residential complexes were flattened.
Ten days after the double shocks,
which came just 38 seconds apart,
rescue teams are starting to wrap up
searches for survivors while families
still try to recover bodies of loved
ones from the wreckage.

The critical window for rescues
in disasters like earthquakes usually
ends after 72 hours, though a few
people have been found alive this
week. In an apparent sign that rescue
missions were closing up, interim
President Delcy Rodriquez held a
ceremony to hand out medals to
international teams, including their

Tens of thousands
more are still
reported missing.
The government
has not given any
estimates, but the
United Nations
has estimated as
many as 50,000
are unaccounted
for following
the7.2and

7.5 magnitude
shocks

Rescue workers walk past a collapsed building cordoned off with
tape, in La Guaira state. — AFP

rescue dogs.

Venezuela is experiencing “a
profound grief gripping our people,
where families still hold out hope
of finding loved ones alive, people
who have lost everything,” Rodriquez
said. International disaster teams,
including some US squads and some
South American teams were starting
to finish up rescue operations, their
members said on Saturday.

The Los Angeles County fire
department rescue team is ending
operations after its latest searches
showed no signs of life, and teams
from Florida and Virginia were
packing up to leave this weekend,
they said. Many Venezuelans have
expressed anger at what they see as
their government’s slow response
to the disaster, saying families spent
the initial hours digging out loved

ones themselves before international
teams arrived.

Rodriguez has defended her
government’s response, saying
thousands of troops and officials
had been dispatched. In La Guaira,
workers with heavy machinery on
Saturday were starting to knock down
collapsed structures, while in others,
families were still trying to remove
bodies of loved ones for funerals.
“We're still working, still searching
for bodies. We're still going. It hasn’t
been easy,” said Venezuelan volunteer
Francisco Sasquia, helping dig out
a collapsed residence. “We found
two bodies that have already been
released to their families.”

The United Nations has estimated
that the twin earthquakes caused
$6.7 billion in physical damage,
equivalent to six percent of GDP for
Venezuela, an oil exporting country.
Even before last week’s disaster
struck, Venezuela had struggled
with decades of economic crisis and
political upheaval that undermined
its infrastructure and health services.

Maiquetia International Airport
in La Guaira was also damaged in
the quakes. It has reopened partially
to allow humanitarian flights to
land, but commerecial flights are
still suspended. “We are in touch
with some international partners,
countries that will help in restoring
the Maiquetia international airport,”
Rodriguez said. — AFP

CALLS FOR NATURE

AL VOIS T0 PUSH ANEAD INLEGANON

BEIRUT: Israel’s military chief visited forces deployed
around Beaufort Castle in southern Lebanon on
Sunday, vowing to push ahead with the campaign
against Hezbollah. “The IDF will continue to operate
decisively to remove threats from Lebanese territory and
is prepared to transition rapidly to offensive operations
should the ceasefire be violated,” Lieutenant General
Eyal Zamir told soldiers during the visit, according to
a statement issued by the military. Israeli forces seized
the crusader-era castle and the area around it recently,
giving the military a strategic toehold it previously
occupied for nearly two decades.

Lebanese President Joseph Aoun on Saturday
urged the United States to stand by his country after a
recent US-backed framework deal with Israel aiming
to permanently end hostilities after the latest Israel-
Hezbollah war. The deal reached in Washington calls
for the disarmament of Hezbollah, a gradual Israeli
withdrawal from southern Lebanon and the deployment
of the Lebanese army there, starting with two “pilot”

areas. — AFP

NEIGHBOURHOOD GUNFIRE

Medics report 16 troops killed in Yemen

Albanians rally against resort project

16 troops were killed in an attack on
government-aligned forces south of
the port city of Hodeidah, in some of
the most violent fighting between the
sides in years. The two medical sources
said hospitals in the area on the Red
Sea coast received 16 dead from pro-
government forces and 22 wounded.
Earlier, an officer with the government-
aligned forces in Jabal Dubas gave a
provisional toll of 14 troops and 23
injured in “fierce fighting”. — AFP

New York shooting injures 8, including kids

Tens of thousands rallied in the
Albanian capital Tirana in the largest
protest since a movement against a
resort linked to US President Donald
Trump’s family began. The 35th
consecutive daily protest was the biggest
since rallies started in late May against
the planned construction of a luxury
hotel in a nature reserve. The movement
was dubbed the Flamingo Revolution as
the pink birds migrate to a nature reserve
where the project is planned. — AFP

At least eight people, including four
children, were shot and injured late on
the US Independence Day holiday in New
York City’s Coney Island neighbourhood.
Officers from the NYPD responded to
reports of a shooting at around 10:37

pm in Brooklyn. The injured included
two men, two women, and four children
-aged 14, 12, 7, and 6 - according to the
news outlet. It quoted the NYPD as saying
all the victims had been transported to
hospitals. — Reuters
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Delegates hold up ‘No’ voting cards on the second
day of the party congress of far-right Alternative for
Germany (AfD) at the Messe Erfurt fairground in
Erfurt. — AFP

Germany raises
alarm over possible
far-right state govt

BERLIN: German Defence Minister Boris Pistorius
said on Sunday that the federal government

is considering withholding information from
ministers in state administrations if they are
formed by the far-right Alternative for Germany
(AfD). Polls indicate that the AfD could win an
absolute majority in a state election in September
in Saxony-Anhalt, meaning that it would form

a state government for the first time. Under
Germany’s federal system state governments
have broad powers in many areas, including the
activities of the police and intelligence services.

When asked by the Bild daily whether an AfD
state government would have consequences for
army bases in those states, Pistorius said: “We are
looking very closely at the question of whom we
can grant access to classified information. “We are
obliged to do so because it is about the security of
our country.”

Pistorius, who belongs to the centre-left Social
Democrats (SPD), said he would feel uneasy
passing classified information on to an AfD state
minister. “You only have to listen to the public
statements of many, many AfD representatives.
Their proximity to Putin is impossible to
overlook,” he said, referring to Russia’s President
Vladimir Putin. Another state in the AfD’s eastern
heartland, Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania, will
also hold an election in September. — AFP

o TYPHDON NEARS PAGI( LANDS

People in Guam and the Northern Marianas moved
to emergency evacuation centers and made last-
minute preparations on Sunday, hours before a
“super typhoon” was projected to bulldoze through
the US Pacific territories. Super Typhoon Bavi was
forecast to roar westwards over the area at around
10:00 Monday with winds of 260 kilometres per
hour. The National Weather Service (NWS) called
the typhoon “very dangerous” — AFP

BRITAIN
HARD-RIGHT
LEADER
FARAGE
FACES NEW
ALLEGATIONS

LONDON: Hard-right British
politician Nigel Farage on Sunday
faced fresh allegations over non-
disclosure of gifts after a newspaper
reported a convicted fraudster paid
for his security and staff before
he became an MP. An MP said he
had asked parliament’s standards
commissioner to investigate the new
claims against the leader of the anti-
immigration Reform party, which is
currently leading in opinion polls.
The Sunday Times reported that
George Cottrell, a 32-year-old crypto

entrepreneur from an aristocratic
family, rents a mansion near
Buckingham Palace where Farage
has stayed. It reported that Cottrell
also paid for Farage’s security and
paid staff who worked on his social
media shortly before he announced
a return to frontline politics in 2024.
Cottrell pleaded guilty to wire fraud
in the United States in 2017 and was
jailed for eight months, according to
British media.

New MPs must register gifts
including payments in kind they

received in the 12 months before
election, unless they could not be
“reasonably” seen as related to
political activity. Farage declared
only that Cottrell paid for him

to attend a conference. Reform
politician Robert Jenrick told the
BBC that Cottrell is an “old friend”
of Farage who paid for his staff and
security in 2024 before he became
an MP. He said Farage stayed “very
infrequently” at Cottrell’s rental
property. “Absolutely no rules have
been broken,” Jenrick said. — AFP

Infernos devastate forests
as Europe’s heat rises again

OF firefighters
battled forest
infernos in

France, Spain and Portugal on
Sunday as temperatures rose
again in heatwave-scarred
Europe. The latest wildfires
have already devastated more
than 17,000 hectares of land
across the three countries where
temperatures in some places
were predicted to touch 40°C on
Sunday. Authorities registered
thousands of excess deaths
during one of Europe’s worst
heatwaves in June, and with
more extreme weather on the
way, France’s Interior Minister
Laurent Nunez has already
expressed concern that the
annual summer wildfire season
had started a month early.

A fire near Spain’s
northeastern Costa Brava coast
burned more than 2,200 hectares
in two days and firefighters
said their operation on Sunday
would be “complicated” by rising
temperatures and the many
“smoking hotspots” within the
fire’s perimeter. Firefighters
“worked tirelessly throughout
the night to consolidate the
perimeter of the La Bisbal
d’Emporda forest fire, which is
now stabilised,” said a Catalunya
fire service statement.

Catalunya regional
government president Salvador
Illa said that a man had been
detained in connection with
the fire which has badly hit
the Gavarres protected natural
area between Barcelona and
the French border. Nearly 600
French firefighters have been
mobilised to contain a wildfire
that has burned more than 1,000
hectares on a mountainside at
Trevillach, about 36 kilometres
east of Perpignan.

Roads in the region have

A Canadair firefighting plane drops water at a burning recycling factory in Oreokastro, on the outskirts of Thessaloniki,

Greece. — Reuters

been closed and the authorities
have ordered mayors to open
emergency shelters for people
who could be forced to flee their
homes. Another 300 French
firefighters battled another
forest fire in a mountainous
district of the southeastern
Drome department.

In Portugal, emergency
services said they had controlled
“80 per cent” of a wildfire that
has devastated some 13,000
hectares of forest and scrub land
in the north of the country. A
senior civil protection officer
Jose Costa said that the fire had
spread 35km since it started
on Thursday and that 1,200
firefighters had been involved in
the battle.

Spain and Italy sent
reinforcements and water
carrying planes after Portugal
appealed for help to fight the
inferno that has left nine people
injured by burns. Several regions
across Portugal, Spain and
southern France stepped up heat
alerts on Sunday as temperatures

rose again. On Monday the latest
heatwave was expected to move
north. Forecasters say it could
last until next weekend.

Western Europe has already
seen heatwaves this year in May
and June that would have been
“virtually impossible” without
climate change, the World
Weather Attribution group of
scientists said. Following a two-
week surge in temperatures in
June, France said there had been
more than 2,000 extra deaths
than usual in just one week,
while Spain and Belgium each
reported more than 1,000.

Authorities in several countries
fear more summer trouble ahead.
“Climate change is here, we are
living the consequences and it is
only the start of July,” said French
fire service Colonel Eric Belgioino
as he made an appeal for people
near the Pyrenees inferno to take
precautions to avoid starting
fires. “The season is going to be
long for the soldiers fighting fires.
You have to help us,” he said.

Europe is still taking stock of

a powerful heatwave in late June
but experts are already confident
it ranks among the worst ever
recorded -- even rivalling a freak
2003 episode. Temperature
records were rewritten across
Europe as hundreds of millions
of people withered under
extreme heat that closed schools,
shut down transport and cost
untold lives. A heat dome
trapped hot air from North Africa
over the Iberian Peninsula in late
June before spreading as far as
the United Kingdom, eventually
weakening over central and
eastern parts of Europe in early
TJuly.

World Weather Attribution,
anetwork of climate scientists,
said the heatwave was the “most
severe ever recorded” based on a
three-day forecast of average peak
temperatures over the region
studied. Such a heatwave would
have been “virtually impossible”
without the influence of climate
change, they said. A similar event
in June 2003 would have been
about 2°C cooler. — AFP

Trump hails US, blasts ‘communists’ in 250th anniversary speech

WASHINGTON: US President
Donald Trump hailed America
on its 250th birthday as the
“crowning achievement” of
human history, even as he
used the event to renew his
attack on domestic opponents
he branded communists. In
a speech delayed by several
hours when storms forced
the temporary evacuation
of crowds in Washington,
Trump claimed that under
his presidency the United
States was “prouder than ever
before.”

While Trump had promised
a huge political rally to stamp
his brand on the national
celebrations, the 80-year-old
Republican largely stuck to a
more traditionally patriotic
script. “For two and a half
centuries, our American
republic has stood as the
crowning achievement of

human history,” Trump told
tens of thousands of people on
the National Mall.

On stage, he hailed also
veterans from World War II
and the Korean and Vietnam
wars. But he then hailed the
latter two as examples of the
battle against “communists”
— reprising his message from
his speech on Friday night at
the iconic Mount Rushmore
monument. “Our warriors
did not fight communism on
battlefields across the word,
only to have that menace rear
its ugly head right back here
in America. We're not going to
let it happen,” he said.

Trump has repeatedly
hammered home the theme
recently ahead of November’s
US midterm elections, after
the anti-establishment left of
the Democratic Party won a
string of US primary victories.

US President Donald Trump speaks during the Independence Day
celebration on the National Mall in Washington, DC. — AFP

cut it out,” he added. The US
leader also used the speech

campaigns against Iran and

had “wiped out” Tehran’s
military. But the speech was

around 45 minutes long.
A huge fireworks display

has said it will set a record as

braved a scorching heatwave
in cities across the east of
the country to celebrate

the anniversary of the
signing of the Declaration of

arecord 39.4°C in the capital
with 160 million Americans

under extreme weather
warnings, according to the

“It’s like a cancer, you've got to

to boast of the recent military

Venezuela, saying Washington

short by Trump’s standards, at

began after the speech. Trump

the world’s largest. Americans

Independence from Britain in
1776. Temperatures soared to

— an all-time high for July 4 —

National Weather Service.
Inclement weather meanwhile
forced fireworks in New York
to be pushed earlier, and
resulted in evacuations ata
concert in Philadelphia and

a celebration on the Charles
River in Boston.

The elements also
threatened to wreak havoc
with Trump’s speech as tens
of thousands were ordered to
clear the National Mall several
hours before his address due to
approaching thunderstorms.
While many streamed toward
exits, chaos broke out as other
attendees refused to leave or
tried to surge back in, where
reporters witnessed shouts of
“charge!” and “Trump! Trump!”
Trump insisted he was pushing
ahead with the speech, saying
that if D-Day veterans in WWII
could brave bad weather then
so could he. — AFP
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Teen social media restrictions remain inconclusive

COUNTRIES have started to
implement a limit on the use
of social media for children
under 16. It began with
Australia in 2025, followed by
other countries that are now in the process of
developing rules to restrict access.

Social media platforms like TikTok,
Instagram, Facebook, X and Snapchat are
having to follow stricter protocols to ensure
that their users are of a legal age as established
by the laws of the land.

The impetus behind this move is clear.
Social media is becoming more toxic by
the day, and the repercussions are felt by
tweens more than any other demographic.
Data suggests that more than 4.5 hours on a
weekday and 8 hours on a weekend, per day,
are being spent by school-going teenagers
browsing online.

Studies by the NHS in the UK, Pew
Research in the US, and other academic
researchers indicate that more than 90 per
cent of children aged 9 to 13 use at least one
social media platform.

The attitudes to these platforms are also
worrying. Data from the WHO shows that

32 per cent of children under 16 expressed
negative feelings after being on social
media, with girls expressing greater levels of

unhappiness. 44 per cent of girls surveyed had
online friends whom they had never met, and
22 per cent of the same demographic played
video games with strangers for more than 4
hours.

The argument for restrictions is thus
understandable. What is more contentious
is the effectiveness of such bans. This is a
whole new territory. Books can be banned, as
can films and media which exist in physical
spaces like theatres where accountability
is clearly outlined. But digital devices,
which are personalised spaces, are almost
impossible to control.

In fact, there have not been enough studies
on the implications of a blanket ban on
device usage by under-13s. There is a need to
distinguish between being on a device and
being on social media. Increasingly, young
learners are using digital devices to source
information, engage in discussions and
become involved in community activities
which benefit society.

Researchers argue that youngsters find a
sense of community and individual identity
in online spaces. More importantly, as an
Australian-based study asks, what are children
going to do instead of being in front of a
screen?

Typical answers include playing outdoors,

Studies by the NHS
in the UK, Pew
Research in the US,
and other academic
researchers indicate
that more than 90
per cent of children
aged 9to 13 use

at least one social
media platform.

reading books and listening to music. The first
is almost impossible in urban spaces today
and the latter two can also be done online. In
fact, teenagers will also risk losing access to
niche community-building spaces which are
central to their identity growing up.

There is then the issue of logistics. Bans
depend on self-reporting and official identity
cards as well as Al-enabled features like facial
recognition which in turn raise other issues
of privacy and data protection. In fact, we are
going to use more technology to prevent the
use of digital platforms by some.

Nor is the turnaround difficult to imagine.
VPNs are well known to youngsters who can
easily use them to change identities and enter
the desired platforms.

There are sufficient loopholes in these
systems for tech-savvy teenagers to work their
way around them.

While bans may be necessary to ensure that
vulnerable young teenagers are protected, a
more sustainable strategy would be to engage
in training parents, forcing tech companies
to disable algorithm-based recommendations
and making it difficult to access sensitive sites.

More timely and relevant research is needed
to ensure that practical alternatives are offered
to address the issue before imposing blanket
restrictions.

EUROPE’S BAKED RICE
BOWL SEEKS ESCAPE
FROM DROUGHT

TAIMAZ SZIRNIKS

Summer came too early to Europe’s most
important rice-growing region and weeds are
taking over Sharon Angoli’s parched paddies in
Italy’s Pavia province.

“That one is done for, no matter what happens,’
the 22-year-old said.

Even abundant rains for the rest of the summer
would probably not save the crop, she said. Angoli
and her father, Carlo, also fear for their other
fields at Torre Beretti, about 60 kilometres south of
Milan, that should be harvested in September.

“We need about 50 millimetres of rain, but
without hail,” said Carlo Angoli. “Or a big
hailstorm in September and then the insurance
will reimburse us,” he joked.

Pavia is at the heart of Italy’s rice-making
industry. The province regularly produces nearly
five million tonnes of the grain each year. But this
year, there was not enough spring rain, and the
rice farmers are despondent.

From the Alps to the Adriatic Sea, several
waterways in northern Italy are in a ‘critical
situation’ because of drought, the Po River
Authority (ADBPO) warned.

Lakes are being drained to feed the Po and its
tributaries, but at the current rate, the reserves will
run out within weeks. The province at the foot of
the Apennine Mountains is used to abundant rain.
The rice fields are normally lush green this time of
year. But with temperatures now rising above 30C,
Sharon Angoli has had to restrict irrigation and
like other farmers, fears a repeat of a devastating
drought in 2022.

One of the fields used to produce rice for sushi
has not been flooded and the weeds are the biggest
beneficiaries.

Some rain has brought down temperatures in
recent days, but they are predicted to rise again for
the next two weeks to levels that Carlo Angoli said
were “ideal for going to the beach’.

“In a normal season, there would be water
everywhere,” said Nicola Valdi, 55, a neighbour
of the Angolis. She told how it protects the rice in
what is a ‘critical phase’ of its growth and must
not absorb too much toxic cadmium.

“A healthy plant would have 70 to 80 grains.
This one will produce 10,” she said, pointing to one
shrivelled shoot. The water shortage has left angry
fallout.

Farmers in the Lombardy region, which
includes Pavia, accuse those in neighbouring
Piedmont of using too much water. Farmers in the
Po delta accuse all their rivals up the Po valley of
leaving them with too little. — AFP
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en faces tell too little

THE right

words,

say them

clearly, and

people will
understand you. Simple. Many
of us think communication is
mainly about words. Over the
years, however, I have become less
convinced, as some of the most
interesting conversations I have
witnessed seem to have taken
place without anybody saying very
much at all.

I started thinking about this
while watching a meeting.
Nothing dramatic happened. A
proposal was presented, and the
room quickly filled with smiles
and nods. Everything looked
positive. But, for a brief moment,
before the smiles settled into
place, a few other expressions
appeared. One person looked
surprised. Another looked
worried. A third seemed to be
calculating what the proposal
might mean for their workload.
The moment lasted no more than
a second, then disappeared. The
meeting carried on as normal.
Still, I found myself wondering
what I had just seen.

Microexpressions. That is
what psychologists call these
brief flashes. The name sounds
complicated, but the idea is
simple. Sometimes our emotions
arrive before our manners
catch up. Before politeness
takes over, surprise may appear.
Before somebody says, “That
is wonderful news,” another
reaction may briefly show itself
and then disappear. Scientists
still debate how much these
expressions can tell us, but most
of us have experienced moments
when our feelings arrived before
our carefully prepared response.
The face, it seems, does not
always wait for permission.

Human beings have always
wanted to know what other people
are thinking. The possibility that
faces might offer a shortcut is
naturally appealing. After all,
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The face may
occasionally
leak a clue, but
thankfully it still
keeps enough secrets
for conversation to
remain necessary.

24649437, 24649401

we have always tried to “read
between the lines,” looking for
the real message hidden beneath
the obvious one. However, we

are often far more confident than
accurate. We misunderstand
emails, misread text messages
and spend half a day wondering
whether a full stop in a WhatsApp
message means annoyance or
nothing at all. Even so, many of us
still believe we can understand a
stranger’s thoughts after a two-
second glance.

Parents may be the most
confident detectives of all. As a
parent myself, I understand the
temptation. Many mothers and
fathers believe they can instantly
spot dishonesty. Their children
often believe exactly the same
thing about them. Family life may
be a long-running competition
between people who all think
they are excellent investigators.
Americans even gave us the
expression “poker face” for
somebody who can hide emotions
completely. Most of us like to
think we have one. The evidence
suggests otherwise.

Emotions rarely arrive one
at a time. I remember dropping
one of my children off for an
important new stage in life. I
felt pride, excitement, worry
and a little sadness all at once.

If somebody had asked me
exactly how I felt, I would have
struggled to answer. Faces are
often left with the impossible
task of showing several emotions
at the same time. Then there

is another challenge. We are

not always objective observers.
Two people can watch the same
interaction and reach completely
different conclusions. One sees
confidence while another sees
arrogance. One notices sincerity
while another senses hesitation.
Culture adds another layer.
Some societies value emotional
restraint. Others encourage

open expression. Even within
the same family, people can be
very different. Most of us know

somebody who wears his heart on
his sleeve and somebody else who
could win the lottery and respond
by asking whether the numbers
have been checked properly.

As if understanding people
was not already difficult enough,
technology has now joined the
effort. Artificial intelligence
systems are increasingly
being trained to analyse facial
movements and estimate
emotional states. I already receive
enough advice from software and
am not entirely convinced that I
need a device informing me that
I look frustrated at 2:43 in the
afternoon. There are situations,
of course, where this technology
may genuinely help. Healthcare
professionals often work with
patients who struggle to explain
pain or anxiety. Teachers spend
much of their time looking at
faces and trying to work out
whether a lesson is making
sense. In these situations, facial
expressions can provide useful
clues. The important word,
however, is clues. A clue points
towards an answer; it is not the
answer itself.

I believe that is the real
lesson hidden inside all this.

We spend much of our lives
trying to understand other
people and an equal amount of
time trying to be understood
ourselves. Faces help. Words
help. Experience helps. None of
them, though, gives us complete
access to another human being.
There is always a gap between
what somebody feels, what

they show and what we think
we have seen. Communication
has always been imperfect, and
that could be a good thing. The
face may occasionally leak a
clue, but thankfully it still keeps
enough secrets for conversation
to remain necessary. If every
thought could be read as easily as
a road sign, there would be very
little left to ask, very little left to
discover and far fewer surprises
in life.
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Happiness beyond the holiday countdown

another summer holiday approaches,
airports fill with travellers, calendars
fill with plans, and conversations fill
with anticipation. Many people are
counting the days! During this holiday,
families will gather, friends will reconnect,
and workers will finally step away from their
desks. For many, the holiday represents a well-
earned pause from the demands of daily life.

However, there is an irony worth reflecting
on. Some people spend weeks waiting for the
holiday, only to spend the holiday worrying
about its end. They spend months looking
forward to the summer holiday, only to
realise how quickly it passes. They spend
the year waiting for special occasions, while
overlooking the ordinary days that make up
most of our lives.

In many ways, modern life has become a
series of countdowns. People spend the day
waiting for the evening. They spend the week
waiting for Friday and spend the year waiting
for summer! And all too often, those people
spend a lifetime waiting for happiness to
come.

There is nothing wrong with looking
forward to a holiday. In fact, anticipation can
be one of life’s great pleasures. A vacation,

a celebration, or a festive season gives us
something to enjoy and share with others. The
problem begins when anticipation becomes a

replacement for living.

Most of the time, people treat happiness as a
future event rather than a present experience.
They believe joy exists somewhere ahead,
on the next holiday, the next weekend, or the
next achievement. But happiness does not live
exclusively in special dates on a calendar.

A holiday is meaningful not because it
appears on a particular day, but because it
invites us to be fully present. The laughter
around a dinner table, the stories exchanged
between generations, the spontaneous
moments of joy, and the memories created
with loved ones are what make holidays
special. The lesson is larger than the holiday
itself.

Life offers countless moments worthy of
appreciation, but they often arrive without
announcement. A morning conversation
with a spouse. A child’s smile. A cup of coffee
shared with a friend.

If we are always waiting for the next
celebration, we risk missing the celebrations
hidden within ordinary days. Perhaps that is
why so many people feel disappointed when
a holiday ends. The event they anticipated
for weeks passes in a matter of days. The
excitement fades, and they begin searching for
the next occasion to look forward to.

But happiness was never meant to be
confined to holidays. They remind us to slow

The happiest people
are not necessarily
those who have the
longest holidays

or the biggest
celebrations. They
are often those
who have learned
to treasure both
the extraordinary
moments and the
ordinary ones

down, to connect, to appreciate, to laugh,

and to be grateful. Those habits should not
disappear when the holiday ends. They should
accompany us into our everyday life.

The happiest people are not necessarily
those who have the longest holidays or the
biggest celebrations. They are often those
who have learned to treasure both the
extraordinary moments and the ordinary
ones. Happiness is found in the enjoyment of
a festive gathering without worrying about
tomorrow. It is found in the appreciation
of a beautiful moment before it becomes a
memory.

The habit of postponing joy is the habit of
missing life. So as the next holiday arrives,
enjoy it completely, celebrate it, create
memories and cherish the people around
you. But when the holiday ends, do not leave
happiness behind with it. Carry its spirit into
the next day, and the day after, because there
is no perfect moment waiting somewhere in
the future.

Happiness is not a destination; rather, it
is a way of living. There is no perfect future
moment when everything will suddenly
align and guarantee lasting happiness. The
right time that many people are waiting for
often turns out to be an illusion. What truly
exists is this moment and the choices made
within it.

AITHREAT PROMPTS
WARNING OVER
CHILDREN’S IMAGES

MATHILDE GRANDJEAN

Parents have been warned over posting images of
their children online as they could be used to create
artificial intelligence (AI)-generated abuse material,
the National Crime Agency (NCA) has said.

New guidance on protecting children against the
rise of AI child abuse imagery has been issued by
the NCA and the Internet Watch Foundation (IWF)
as part of a new campaign aimed at parents and
carers, the NCA said.

It comes after a UK school was targeted by
criminal gangs who used publicly available pictures
of students to create images of the children using AI
technology, then threatened to release the images
unless a payment was made, according to the IWF.
The organisations have also raised the alarm over a
sharp rise in the use of AI tools to create child abuse
imagery, with 3,440AI-generated videos found by
IWF analysts in 2025 compared to just 13 in 2024.

The new campaign aims to help parents and
carers make informed decisions about their
children’s images, consider image consent, and
discuss the dangers of AI and ‘deepfake’ images with
children, the NCA said. “The threat is disturbing,”
Kerry Smith, chief executive of the IWF, said. “If
someone’s imagery is online, they could be easy
pickings for criminals and anyone, especially
children, could find themselves being targeted. “We
don’t want to say don’t share your children’s images
with the people you love and trust, but we want
everyone to be aware of the potential risks and make
an informed decision with the full facts at their
disposal.

“These are not hypothetical threats; they are
real,” Smith added. “The impact of this imagery can
be devastating. “The harms are very real. And the
potential for lasting damage is something which I
think every parent would do anything they can to
prevent.

“We want to give them back that power, and
start a public conversation about whether we
should be sharing imagery online as a default.”
Criminals who previously blackmailed a UK
school created more than a hundred images of its
students using images from a school website, the
IWF warned. Though the IWF managed to stop
the images from being uploaded, the fear remains
that more schools could be targeted in the future.
Al-generated child abuse images are becoming more
widespread and realistic as technology improves;
the IWF and NCA have also warned. Al is also used
to create more violent content, with 65 per cent of
the 3,443 Al-generated child abuse videos identified
in 2025 classified as Category A - the most severe
legal category under UK law, which encompasses
offences.

The IWF also identified 8,029 Al-generated
images and videos of realistic child abuse in
2025 - a 14-per cent increase in criminal Al
content on the previous year. The new guidance
suggests creating a ‘close friends’ group for
parents and carers who still want to share
images of their children online, or adjust privacy
settings on social media posts so that only a
selected number of people can see them. — dpa

The digital choices shaping
our children’s health

SOCIAL MEDIA
and online gaming
to generative Al
systems, digital
environments are
powerful determinants of people’s
health. That is especially true
of children and young people.
Around the world, childhood is
being reprogrammed by digital
technologies that shape how young
people learn, play, and connect.

Our task is not to celebrate or
condemn technology. It is to face a
simple truth: our digital environment
not only promises far-reaching
benefits but also poses grave risks for
children’s health and development.
Our responsibility is to maximise the
first while preventing the second. It
is not too late to act, but it is too late
for merely incremental adjustments.

Digital tools can expand
opportunity by supporting learning,
communication, and access to health
services, especially for children in
remote or crisis-affected settings. For
many young people, online spaces
also offer creativity, community,
and belonging, particularly for those
facing exclusion offline.

But these benefits are not
guaranteed; they depend heavily on
who has access, how technologies
are designed, and whose interests
they serve.

Governments are increasingly
recognising that protecting children
online is a public-health imperative.
Australia has implemented the
world’s first requirement that social
media platforms prevent children
under 16 from holding accounts,
while France is advancing legislation
to prohibit access to social media
for those under 15. Indonesia has
banned access for children under
16, Spain has announced plans to do
so, and Ireland is working with EU
partners to develop age restrictions
and age-assurance systems focused
on protecting under-16s.

The UK, too, recently announced
plans to ban social media platforms
from offering services to under-16s,
alongside additional safeguards like
restrictions on livestreaming and
contacts from strangers. And Canada
has introduced legislation to restrict
access to social media for children
under 16 while requiring stronger
safety-by-design protections and
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Our children and
young people are
not experimental
subjects, a captive

market, or a
commodity.

accountability from platforms.

Together, these measures reflect a
growing global consensus that digital
environments require effective
governance, age-appropriate
design, and stronger safeguards to
protect child health. The WHO is
supporting this by strengthening
the research needed to develop
a clearer understanding of the
impact of today’s and tomorrow’s
technologies, providing technical
advice to countries, and promoting
safe, equitable digital health
environments.

Solutions are needed because
digital environments are not neutral.
How they are designed, governed,
and monetised shapes many aspects
of our lives, not least our health.

For example, repeated exposure
to stereotyped, violent, or
discriminatory content shapes how
children understand themselves and
the world around them. Algorithms
increasingly filter health information
to increase attention rather than
accuracy, allowing misleading claims
to spread. The collection and use
of personal data, particularly for
profiling and targeted marketing,
raise concerns about privacy,
manipulation, and well-being.

Current evidence associates
excessive digital exposure
with problems such as anxiety,
depression, poor sleep, and
increased aggression, especially
among vulnerable adolescents.
Digital marketing on platforms may
expose people to the promotion of
harmful products.

Social media, gaming, and Al use
can deepen loneliness and displace
offline relationships. Prolonged use
contributes to sedentary behaviour
and reduced sleep, which are known
risk factors for noncommunicable
diseases.

Many platforms are designed
to maximise engagement without
adequate protection from exposure
to harmful content or features to
protect children’s physical and
mental health.

Reducing exposure to illegal
or extreme and graphic content
is essential. But children’s well-
being requires more than the
absence of harm. It depends on
stable relationships, appropriate
boundaries, physical activity, and

Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed in these pages are solely those of the authors and do not reflect the opinion of the Observer

opportunities for real-world social
connection. Risks multiply when
digital environments disrupt—
rather than support — healthy
development.

Generative Al is a major force
multiplier in terms of both risks and
opportunities for child well-being.
Used responsibly, purpose-built
Al tools may support education,
accessibility, and health. But their
long-term impacts on children’s
expectations of relationships,
empathy, or self-regulation are
unclear. As long as that remains true,
a precautionary approach is not anti-
innovation. It is pro-child.

Digital balance is part of the
solution. While digital environments
require regulation, transparency,
age-appropriate design, stronger
safety and trust features, and
accountability, evidence must keep
pace with technology, requiring
independent, longitudinal research
across income settings and regions.

Above all, we must listen to
today’s youth. As active users of
technology, they can help digital
environments evolve responsibly.
The online and offline worlds
now form a single space where
digital tools can support healthy
development — or crowd it out.
Young people should bring their
own lived experiences to bear in
order to help shape appropriate
guardrails. Parents, caregivers,
schools, and communities must also
be part of this conversation.

This process demands sustained
collaboration across governments,
industry, civil society, and public-
health institutions, built on a shared
commitment to maximising benefits
and minimising harms. More
transparency, data sharing, health-
promoting design choices, and
corporate support for effective safety
standards, especially for minors,
are essential. The WHO can play
its convening role and influence in
setting norms and standards.

Our children and young people
are not experimental subjects, a
captive market, or a commodity.
Together, we can and must shape
digital environments that protect and
support their healthy development.
The choices we make now will echo
for generations.

© Project Syndicate 1995-2026
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Canada’s players react after losing. — AFP

IN dream World Cup
run ended on
Saturday when
they crashed out
with a 3-0 loss
to Morocco in the last 16, but coach Jesse
Marsch said he could not have been prouder
of his players after a performance he
believed deserved a different outcome. Les
Rouges, who had rewritten the record books
by earning their first World Cup point, first
World Cup victory and first knockout-stage
win, dominated for long stretches against
the seventh-ranked Moroccans, but were left
to rue missed chances, costly errors and the
absence of talisman Alphonso Davies.

“I'm very proud to be the Canadian
national team coach, and as proud as I am,
I'm even more proud of the way our boys
played today,” Marsch told reporters.

Davies missed the match after suffering a
hamstring setback, having played only a few
minutes in the tournament.

“We want players on the pitch that are 100
per cent to play the game, I wasn't there yet,”
Davies told reporters. “It was tough sitting
there, watching the game, knowing you
know that I'm not 100 per cent.”

Marsch said Canada had shown
throughout the tournament that they
belonged among the world’s elite.

“Before today, if you would have said your
team’s going to play like that, I would have
said, ‘okay, there’s a good chance we’re going
to win the match’})” Marsch said.

“Thought we totally controlled the
number seven team in the world in the first
half, total control. There was one team on
the pitch. And then we weren'’t able to make
the play.

“Even at the start of the second half, we
were the aggressor, we were the ones that
looked more likely to score.”

Morocco’s opener changed the
complexion of the game, Marsch said,
allowing the North Africans to sit deeper as
Canada chased an equaliser.

DAVIES INJURY

Canada’s task was made immeasurably
harder by the loss of Bayern Munich wing-
back Davies, whose World Cup was wrecked
by injury.

“He didn’t feel right yesterday in training,
and we got an MRI, and it was clear, but his
hamstring didn’t feel right,” Marsch said.

“It killed him more than anyone, but I
think it was the right decision to preserve
him and his career and get him fully
healthy.”

The American coach urged his players
and Canadian soccer as a whole to view the
tournament as a springboard rather than a

missed opportunity.

Marsch, who waved away television
cameras when he gathered his team on the
pitch for a post-game huddle, said Canada’s
challenge now was to raise the standards
established during the tournament.

“I challenged them to understand that
we can play like this all the time,” he said.
“Against the best teams in the world, we can
be better on the day.

“The challenge is, can we hold that
standard for 90 minutes? Can we continue
to build the depth of what we’re doing with
the team? Can we build a real Canadian DNA
into the kind of football we want to play?”

For Marsch, Canada’s first home World
Cup campaign ended with heartbreak but
also belief that the programme has entered
anew era. “It is a privilege to have now a
Canadian national team competing at levels
that had never been dreamed of 10 years
ago,” he said.

“With that excitement comes higher
expectations. Nobody is more disappointed
than us, but we have to continue to think
about how to get better and commit
ourselves to it every time we’re together.”

Canada’s Prime Minister Mark Carney
posted on X: “Nothing but pride ... An
incredible run and a sign of what’s to
come.”. — Reuters

Canada
coach Jesse
Marsch
reacts. —
Reuters
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Paraguay fans with look dejected after the match. — Reuters

Paraguay coach
Gustavo Alfaro.
— Reuters
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COACH RUES
PAINFUL
DEFREAT

Paraguay supporters react. — AFP

Paraguay were knocked out of

the World Cup 1-0 by France

following a penalty awarded

after a VAR review, Albirroja

manager Gustavo Alfaro said
he could not criticise the decision of Uzbek
referee Ilgiz Tantashev.

Tantashev initially waved play on after
Desire Doue went down under Diego Gomez’s
challenge, but changed his mind after he was
summoned to the VAR monitor.

“I saw it at the VAR screen when they were
looking at it,” Alfaro said. “I was behind the
referee, and I cannot be objective.

“The referee has a first impression. He says
that the player had thrown (himself) trying to
generate contact. Then VAR ratifies thatitis a
penalty, according to them.

“I'm going to look at it more in depth. And
when I am looking at the game play, of course,

he’s in the air, he’s very skilful, and he can
move in that small space.”

Alfaro had insisted before the game that
what his squad achieved was exceptional.

NATIONAL HOLIDAY

His nation will likely agree and Paraguay
President Santiago Pena declared Tuesday
a national holiday after their shock win on
penalties over Germany in the round of 32.

But he conceded the end of the tournament
brought a conflict of emotions after coming so
close against the twice world champions.

“Ileave the World Cup with peace of mind
knowing that we played,” Alfaro said. “I am sad
because I wanted to go further and defeat will
never make you happy, of course.”

“I do not like losing at anything. And as I
was telling the team in the dressing room, if
you want to be a winner, the first thing you
have to do is learn how to lose.”

With Alfaro’s contract up at the end of
the year, the 63-year-old Argentine who has
managed the bulk of his career in his home
nation’s domestic league said he was unsure
of his future. But he clearly holds a deep

appreciation for his adopted country.
“Today I have open wounds. I'm bleeding.
I cannot really reflect because I am
overwhelmed right now. I think I need to wait
for things to calm down,” Alfaro said.
“Things need to calm down
and we’ll see what happens. I
honestly do not know what I'll
do professionally.

“For me, there’s no
better place than
Paraguay. The country
has opened up

their doors, clubs
have opened up
their doors, the
relationship
I'have with
players, the
relationship
of gratitude
I'have with
everyone.”
— Reuters

Paraguay’s Galarza
protests France penalty
decision. — Reuters
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Oil activities increased by 4.6 per cent year-on-year

to RO 3.035 billion.

Oman’s Q1 GDP rises
2.6% to =£2£9.7 billion

MUSCAT: Oman’s economy grew by 2.6 per cent
in real terms during the first quarter of 2026, with
gross domestic product at constant prices reaching
RO 9.685 billion, supported by stronger oil and gas
activity and continued expansion in the services
sector, preliminary data from the National Centre
for Statistics and Information (NCSI) showed.

Oil activities increased by 4.6 per cent year-on-
year to RO 3.035 billion from RO 2.902 billion in
the corresponding period of 2025, driven by higher

output from both crude oil and natural gas.

The value added of crude oil activity rose 4.3
per cent to RO 2.554 billion from RO 2.448 billion
a year earlier, while natural gas activity expanded
6.0 per cent to RO 481.2 million from RO 453.9

million.

Non-oil activities grew 2.4 per cent to RO 7.039
billion during the first quarter, compared with RO
6.877 billion in the same period last year, reflecting
continued gains across agriculture and services

despite weaker industrial output.

Agriculture and fishing recorded the strongest
growth among the non-oil sectors, rising 6.1 per
cent to RO 337.8 million from RO 318.3 million in

the first quarter of 2025.

Industrial activities, however, declined 1.2 per
cent to RO 1.980 billion from RO 2.005 billion a

year earlier.
The services sector remained the largest

contributor to non-oil economic activity, growing
3.7 per cent to RO 4.721 billion from RO 4.554
billion in the first quarter of 2025, underlining the
sector’s continuing role in supporting economic

diversification. — ONA

CONRAD PRABHU
MUSCAT, JULY 5

Buraimi Governorate).

many as four mega solar
PV-based Independent
Power Projects (IPPs)
are planned for
implementation across
key locations in the Sultanate of
Oman, starting from 2028-29.

At 1 GW capacity apiece, these
four large-scale schemes are
central to achieving the Sultanate
of Oman’s goal of generating at
least 30 per cent of electricity from
clean energy sources by 2030.

The timeline for the projects
is outlined in the latest Five-Year
Annual Capability Statement
(2026-2030) issued by the Oman
Electricity Transmission Company
(OETC), the majority state-owned
operator of the national grid.

In addition to the 1,000 MW
solar project planned at Adam
in Al Dakhiliyah Governorate —
the subject of a recent Request
for Qualifications (RfQ) issued
by Nama Power and Water
Procurement Company (PWP)

— similar-sized projects are
also envisioned at Al Kamil
(Phase II) in Al Sharqiyah North
Governorate, Thamrait (Dhofar
Governorate) and Mahadha (Al

While the Adam Solar IPP
is slated for commissioning in
2028, the other three projects are
expected to be implemented from
2029 onwards, according to OETC.
In the interim period, several
smaller solar PV schemes are
expected to come online across
the country. These include the 500
MW Ibri Solar III project, which
is expected to be connected to
the grid by 2027. Other projects

At 1 GW capacity
apiece, these
fourlarge-
scale schemes
are central to
achieving the
Sultanate of
Oman’s goal of
generating at
least 30 per cent
of electricity from
clean energy
sources by 2030.

scheduled for commissioning in
2028 include the Al Kamil I Solar
IPP (400 MW), Marsa Solar IPP
(280 MW) and Sinaw Solar IPP (500
MW).

In parallel, a number of wind-
based IPPs are also in the pipeline
for implementation over the next
several years.

Wind projects targeted for
commissioning in 2028 include
the JBB Ali Wind Farm (105 MW),
Ras Madrakah Wind Farm (Dugm
IT) (300 MW), Mahout Wind IPP
(800 MW), Dhofar I Wind IPP
at Harweel (125 MW) and Sadah
Wind IPP (120 MW), adding a
combined installed capacity of
approximately 1,450 MW.

Further expansion is planned
from 2029 onwards with the Al
Jazir Wind IPP (100 MW), Duqm III
Wind IPP (300 MW), and Shaleem
Wind IPP (220 MW), contributing

Oman plans four 1 GW
mega solar projects

Mega 1 GW solar schemes are planned at Adam, Al Kamil (Phase II), Thamrait and Mahadha.

an additional 620 MW of installed
capacity.

OETC, which is tasked with
integrating these new solar and
wind IPPs into the national grids,
projects a significant increase in
the share of installed renewable
energy capacity, rising from 13.6
per cent in 2026 to 45 per cent by
2030.

This expansion is expected to
play a pivotal role in achieving
the country’s clean energy
objectives while advancing its fuel
diversification strategy.

The growing integration of
renewable energy sources, the
grid operator said, will also
reshape transmission system
operations, requiring enhanced
spinning reserves and reserve
capacity to manage the variability
and intermittency associated with
renewable power generation.

PDO signs &= 3.5 million social investment deals

BUSINESS REPORTER
MUSCAT, JULY 5

Petroleum Development Oman
(PDO) has signed nine social
investment agreements worth
RO 3.5 million to expand
education, healthcare, youth
development and environmental
protection programmes across the
Sultanate of Oman, reinforcing
its commitment to supporting
national development priorities
under Oman Vision 2040.

The agreements, signed at
PDO’s headquarters in Mina Al
Fahal, form part of the company’s
broader social investment
strategy and its “Journey of
Transformation, For Oman”
programme, which focuses on
creating long-term value beyond
its core energy operations.

“At PDO, we believe our success
should be reflected not only in
what we achieve as a company, but
also in the opportunities we help
create for people and communities
across Oman”, said PDO Managing
Director Dr Aflah al Hadhrami.

“These partnerships reflect our
long-standing commitment to
investing in national priorities and
to working alongside our partners
to help build a stronger, more
resilient future for Oman”.

In education, PDO will
continue funding the Community
Scholarship Programme with the

The agreements form part of the company’s broader social investment strategy and its
“Journey of Transformation, For Oman” programme.

Ministry of Education, enabling
150 students from concession
areas to pursue university studies.
More than 1,400 students across
seven government schools in
Haima and Al Jazir will benefit
from high-speed internet
connectivity to support digital
learning.

The company also launched the
first Tamayuz cohort, providing 20
outstanding scholarship students
with an international enrichment
programme focused on leadership,
innovation and career readiness.

A separate agreement with
the Ministry of Education will
provide practical training
placements for 250 university
students specialising in electrical
engineering.

“These agreements reflect the
strategic partnership between
the Ministry of Education and
PDO; and support the aspirations
of Oman Vision 2040, which
places education among the
nation’s highest priorities”, said
Dr Abdullah bin Ali al Shibli,
Under-Secretary of the Ministry of
Education for Higher Education.

PDO will also continue
supporting the fifth edition of the
Mustaed Youth Skills Development
Programme, implemented
by Outward Bound Oman in
partnership with the Ministry of
Culture, Sports and Youth.

The programme will provide
leadership, entrepreneurship
and employability training to 500
young Omanis aged between 15

and 18.

“The signing of the agreement
with PDO to support the fifth
edition of Mustaed reflects the
programme’s national importance
and the confidence placed in the
positive outcomes achieved by
participants in previous editions”,
said Basil bin Ahmed al Rawas,
Under-Secretary of the Ministry
of Culture, Sports and Youth for
Sports and Youth.

He said around 2,700 young
people had participated in the
programme over the past four
years.

As part of its environmental
initiatives, PDO signed an
agreement with the Environment
Authority to support the National
Marine Early Detection System.

The project will deploy floating
monitoring stations and smart
sensors to monitor seawater
quality in real time, providing
early warning of pollution risks
while helping to protect marine
ecosystems and coastal economic
activity.

In healthcare, PDO will finance
a national capacity-building
programme at the Excellence
Centre for Developmental
Paediatrics at University Medical
City. The initiative will support
the training and recruitment of
specialist professionals, creating
74 jobs initially and increasing
employment to 129 within three

years while reducing waiting times
for children with developmental
conditions.

“This agreement reflects the
effective partnership between
University Medical City and the
private sector; and underscores
PDO’s longstanding commitment
to social responsibility and
its continued contribution to
supporting national efforts to
enhance the quality of healthcare
services”, said Sayyid Dr Mujahid
bin Rafi al Busaidy, Director
General of Sultan Qaboos
University Hospital, University
Medical City.

PDO will also fund the
construction of a new specialist
orthopaedic clinic at Khoula
Hospital, replacing the existing
facility and increasing annual
treatment capacity by more than
40 per cent.

In Al Wusta Governorate, the
company will co-fund a new
Accident and Emergency Unit at Al
Jazir Hospital, which is expected to
treat more than 1,000 emergency
cases annually once completed.

“The signing of the agreement
with PDO to fund the construction
of a new specialist orthopaedic
clinic represents a leading
example of partnership between
the healthcare sector and private
sector institutions”, said Dr Rashid
bin Mohammed al Alawi, Director
General of Khoula Hospital.
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The new partnership aims to revive this ancestral
tradition and establish Al Jabal AL Akhdhar as a
global perfumery destination.

REVIVING THE
OMANI ROCK ROSE:
AMOUAGE AND

IFF SIGN PACT

MUSCAT: When the sun sets over Al Jabal Al
Akhdhar — the Green Mountain — in Oman, its
fading light turns the rocky terraces to a warm
rose, echoing the colour of the fleshy pink petals
of the Omani Rock Rose (Rosa Damascena
Trigintipetala) that bloom across its slopes each
spring.

Rising to nearly 2,000 metres above sea level,
these ancient terraces have been cultivated for
centuries by farming families whose knowledge of
the land has been passed down from generation to
generation.

Connected through the Falaj irrigation system,
a Unesco-recognised tradition that channels
rainwater through the rugged landscape with
remarkable efficiency, the terraces create the
unique growing conditions that give the roses their
distinctive olfactive character.

The new partnership between Amouage and
International Flavours & Fragrances (IFF) —a
renowned global leader in the creation of fragrance
ingredients — aims to revive this ancestral
tradition and establish Al Jabal Al Akhdhar as a
global perfumery destination.

The primary objective of this collaboration is
the creation of the world’s first Omani Rock Rose
ingredient for high perfumery, derived from roses
cultivated and harvested in Al Jabal Al Akhdhar,
opening a new chapter in the ancestral history of
the rose in fragrance.

Blooming during March and April, the flowers
are harvested by hand at sunrise, when their
aromatic profile is at its richest. Distillation
facilities, complying with international standards,
will be assembled on the mountain peaks, ensuring
full supply chain integration within the Sultanate
of Oman.

This modern approach will exist alongside
the region’s longstanding tradition of wood-fire
distillation in clay pots, through which local
villagers continue to produce the distinctive smoky
Omani rose water that has long formed part of the
mountain’s cultural heritage.

The partnership will also guarantee that local
communities are equipped with the knowledge and
skills to carry this tradition forward.

0Q’s ‘Steps’ programme

builds student leaders

the global energy investment

group, concluded the first edition

of the “Steps” Programme,

implemented by Outward Bound

Oman in partnership with the
MiniStry of Education, during a closing
ceremony held at Outward Bound Oman’s
headquarters in Al Seeb.

The event was held under the auspices of
Dr Intisar bint Abdullah Ambosaidi, Under-
Secretary of the Ministry of Education for
Supporting Educational Programmes and
was attended by representatives of the
partner organisations, participating students
and parents.

The programme is one of OQ’s social
investment programmes, designed to
support school students in developing their
character and strengthening their leadership
and life skills. Through experiential learning
and hands-on educational experiences,
the programme fostered self-confidence
and teamwork while preparing students
for future opportunities in line with the
objectives of Oman Vision 2040.

The ceremony opened with a speech by
Maha al Balushi, Business Development
Manager at Outward Bound Oman, who
described “Steps” as a national platform
for developing students’ capabilities and
reaffirmed the importance of investing in
young people as an investment in Oman’s
future.

She explained that the programme
adopted Outward Bound Oman’s
experiential learning methodology, enabling
participants to take on real-life challenges
that strengthened their leadership,
communication and teamwork skills while
fostering responsibility, initiative, self-
reliance and greater awareness of future
academic and career pathways.

She added that the programme engaged

The programme is one of OQ’s social investment programmes, designed to support school students in
developing their character and strengthening their leadership and life skills.

240 school students from across Oman
through three progressive learning levels
designed to meet the needs of different
age groups and educational stages. She
noted that the programme helped shape
participants’ character, strengthen their
self-confidence, develop their leadership
and life skills; and enhance their ability
to collaborate effectively and navigate
challenges with confidence.

The ceremony also featured a video
presentation highlighting the programme’s
key milestones, experiential activities,
participant challenges, key outcomes
achieved throughout its implementation.

Said al Badaai, Head of Social Investment
at 0Q, said: “Steps embodies OQ Group’s
vision for social investment, which is

centred on nurturing national talent and
creating lasting impact for society.

Through this programme, students
experienced a holistic learning journey that
empowered them to discover their strengths,
build self-confidence and develop the
leadership and life skills that will support
them throughout their academic and
professional futures”.

He added: “The programme’s success reflects
the strength of the strategic partnership
between OQ Group, the Ministry of
Education and Outward Bound Oman.

Initiatives like Steps play a vital role
in preparing a generation equipped with
the skills, confidence and values needed
to contribute meaningfully to Oman’s
continued development”.

OCCI wins regional franchise award in Cairo

CAIRO: The Oman Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (OCCI)
has received the Government
Corporate Leadership Award for
Supporting and Empowering
Franchising at the Egyptian-
Saudi International Franchise
Exhibition in Cairo, recognising
its efforts to strengthen the
franchise ecosystem and
promote Omani brands.

The award was presented
to OCCI’s Franchise Centre in
recognition of its initiatives to
improve the competitiveness
of national brands and support
their expansion in local and
regional markets through
specialised programmes and
strategic partnerships.

The exhibition also resulted in

The award was presented to OCCI’s Franchise Centre.

the signing of two memoranda
of understanding between
Omani and Egyptian companies
covering beekeeping, honey
production and silverware,
expanding commercial
cooperation between businesses
from the two countries.

OCCI said its participation
forms part of its broader
strategy to promote franchising
as a vehicle for private sector
growth, strengthen the regional
presence of Omani brands
and create new economic
partnerships. The chamber
said these efforts support the
objectives of Oman Vision 2040
by contributing to economic
diversification and reinforcing
the role of the private sector.

BankDhofar strengthens national financial talent

MUSCAT: Reinforcing its
commitment to talent development
and the advancement of professional
excellence within Oman’s financial
sector, BankDhofar recently
organised a preparatory training
programme for the internationally
recognised ACI (Financial Markets
Association) certification, equipping
participants with specialised
knowledge and skills in treasury and
financial markets operations.

The programme brought together
20 participants from various
government entities, underscoring
BankDhofar’s commitment to
fostering strategic partnerships
with public sector institutions
through knowledge sharing,
capacity building and professional
development. The initiative forms
part of the bank’s broader efforts to
support the development of highly
skilled national talent capable

The programme brought together 20 participants from various government entities.

Delivered over 10 consecutive
days, the programme provided
participants with in-depth exposure

of contributing to the resilience,
competitiveness and sustainable
growth of Oman’s financial sector.

to key areas of global financial
markets, including Foreign
Exchange, Money Markets, interest
rate markets, derivatives and
financial instruments and market
conventions.

Designed to prepare candidates
for the ACI certification
examination, Risk Management
the training also focused
on strengthening analytical
capabilities, technical expertise and
practical understanding of financial
market operations.

The programme was led by Juma
bin Mohammed al Jabri, Assistant
General Manager — Treasury and
Investments at BankDhofar, who
shared insights drawn from his
extensive experience in treasury
management and financial
markets. Through a combination of
theoretical learning and practical
case studies, participants gained

valuable perspectives on market
dynamics, risk management and
international best practices.
Commenting on the initiative, Al
Jabri highlighted the importance of
specialised professional training in
enhancing institutional capabilities
and supporting the development of a
future-ready workforce.
“Programmes such as these
play a vital role in strengthening
collaboration between the banking
sector and government institutions
while providing a valuable platform
for the exchange of knowledge
and expertise. By equipping
professionals with internationally
recognised competencies, we
contribute to building a highly
qualified workforce capable of
navigating the evolving landscape
of global financial markets and
supporting Oman’s economic
aspirations”, he said.
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A 3D printed oil pump jack is seen in front of
displayed Opec logo in this picture. — Reuters

Opec+ raises August
output by 188,000 bpd

BUSINESS REPORTER
MUSCAT, JULY 5

Eight Opec+ producers agreed on Sunday to raise
oil production by a combined 188,000 barrels
per day (bpd) in August, continuing the gradual
unwinding of voluntary output cuts while
reaffirming their commitment to maintaining
stability in the global oil market.

Saudi Arabia, Russia, Iraq, Kuwait,
Kazakhstan, Algeria and Oman reached the
decision during a virtual meeting to review global
market conditions and the outlook.

The increase forms part of the additional
voluntary production adjustments first announced
in April 2023.

Under the agreement, Saudi Arabia and Russia
will each increase production by 62,000 bpd in
August. Iraq will raise output by 26,000 bpd,
Kuwait by 16,000 bpd, Kazakhstan by 10,000
bpd, Algeria by 6,000 bpd and Oman by 5,000
bpd, bringing Oman’s required production level to
836,000 bpd. The combined increase totals 188,000
bpd.

The producers said the phased return of
production could be adjusted according to market
developments, stressing that the voluntary cuts
introduced in April 2023 could be reversed either
partially or in full if required.

They reaffirmed the importance of maintaining
a cautious and flexible approach, retaining the
option to increase, pause or reverse the phase-out
of voluntary production cuts, including those
announced in November 2023, depending on
market conditions.

The group said the latest adjustment would
also provide participating countries with an
opportunity to accelerate compensation for
previous overproduction.

Omani brands target
Egypt through franchising

BUSINESS REPORTER
MUSCAT, JULY 5

Omani
brands
showcased
their
franchise

concepts and explored regional
expansion opportunities at the
Egyptian-Saudi International
Franchise Expo in Cairo, as the
Oman Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (OCCI) stepped up
efforts to position franchising as
a driver of private sector growth
and economic diversification.

The three-day exhibition,
held from July 1 to 3 at the
Egypt International Exhibition
Centre, brought together
investors, franchise operators,
government agencies and
business support organisations
from across the region.

The Omani delegation was
led by Eng Hamoud bin Salim al
Saadi, Second Vice-Chairman of
the OCCI Board and Chairman
of the Chamber’s Franchise
Committee.

The Chamber said its
participation was aimed
at promoting investment
opportunities in Oman’s
franchise sector, supporting
the international expansion
of Omani brands and
strengthening links with
investors and companies
specialising in franchise
development.

Speaking at the opening
ceremony, Al Saadi described
the exhibition as an important
platform for bringing together
brand owners, investors and
industry stakeholders to
build partnerships, exchange
expertise and identify new
business opportunities.

The OCCI steps up efforts to position franchising as a driver of private sector growth and economic diversification.

He said the Chamber’s
participation reflects its efforts
to strengthen the franchise
ecosystem in Oman and increase
the presence of Omani brands
in regional and international
markets.

“Franchising has become
an effective tool for business
growth, knowledge transfer
and expanding private sector
investment”, Al Saadi said,
adding that the Chamber
is working to help Omani
companies benefit from the
business model in line with the
objectives of Oman Vision 2040
and the country’s economic
diversification strategy.

He encouraged Omani
companies to use the exhibition
to engage with investors, explore

expansion opportunities and
participate in workshops and
panel discussions covering the
latest trends and best practices
in the franchise industry.

Khalifa bin Rashid al Shamsi,
Minister Plenipotentiary and
Deputy Ambassador of Oman
to Egypt, said the Chamber’s
participation underlined its
commitment to developing
the franchise sector and
strengthening the role of the
private sector in economic
diversification.

He said the exhibition
provided an effective
platform for connecting
investors, franchise owners
and supporting institutions
while helping to strengthen
economic cooperation and

Oman to modernise air traffic surveillance system

BUSINESS REPORTER

Designed for multi-mission

MUSCAT, JULY 5

Oman is investing in Air Traffic
Surveillance radars aimed at
enhancing the safety, efficiency
and resilience of the Sultanate
of Oman’s air traffic surveillance
infrastructure.

A partnership of Thales and
Omani prime contractor Ankaa
has been awarded a contract by the
Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) of the
Sultanate of Oman to design, supply,
install and commission latest-
generation TRACSIGMA Primary
Surveillance radar and two RSM NG
Secondary Surveillance radars, the
France-based advanced tech firm
said.

The first radar will be delivered
in 2027, demonstrating Thales’
ability to rapidly deliver advanced
surveillance systems that meet
its customers’ operational

PRECIOUS METALS

Officials signing the agreement in Paris recently.

requirements.

At the core of this project is
TRACSIGMA, Thales’ multi-mission
L-band Primary Surveillance Radar

and the latest evolution of the TRAC
family, capable of simultaneously
supporting civil and military air
surveillance and approach control.

ENERGY INDUSTRY

JPMorgan cuts gold outlook

operations, it detects all types of
aircraft from drones to commercial
aircraft.

With a range of up to 300 km,
it delivers a more accurate, high-
resolution 3D air picture and offers
greater resilience to interference,
including that generated by wind
farm mitigation.

The turnkey project also includes
the design and construction of
complete radar sites, including a
tower, a radome and the supporting
infrastructure.

Building on decades of
experience supporting civil aviation
authorities across the region,
Thales is partnering with Ankaa,
an Omani company pioneering
space technologies, unmanned
systems, artificial intelligence and
cybersecurity.

The partnership combines Thales’
global expertise with Ankaa’s local

DEFENCE TECHNOLOGY

trade ties between Oman and
Egypt through new business
partnerships.

Hamad bin Salem al Harthy,
Head of the Business Complex
at the Development Bank and
Vice-Chairman of the Chamber’s
Franchise Committee, said the
Franchise Centre continues to
promote franchising as a growth
model while preparing Omani
companies for expansion in
line with international best
practices.

He said participation in
regional exhibitions enables
Omani businesses to learn
from successful international
experiences, establish direct
relationships with investors
and identify opportunities for
regional growth.

capabilities, ensuring a strong in-
country presence and long-term
support throughout the lifecycle of
the radar systems.

The project is expected to
generate approximately 40% In-
Country Value (ICV) through the
localisation of maintenance and
support services, while delivering
comprehensive knowledge transfer
and capacity-building programmes
for Omani professionals.

“This collaboration not only
showcases Thales’ advanced
technology and commitment
to safety in aviation but also
emphasises our dedication
to fostering local talent and
capabilities.

Together, we are building a
robust framework for the future of
air traffic management in Oman,
aligned with the nation’s Oman
Vision 2040”, said Christophe
Lanovsky, CEO of Thales in Oman.

US oil profits set to surge

Nato expands drone cooperation

JPMorgan Chase has lowered its gold
price forecast, projecting bullion to
average $4,300 an ounce in the third
quarter and $4,500 in the fourth, citing
weaker-than-expected demand.

The bank warned that earlier US
interest rate hikes could weigh on
prices, but maintained a positive long-
term outlook, expecting central bank
purchases and physical demand to
support gains beyond 2026. — Reuters

Major US oil producers are expected to
report their strongest quarterly profits
in years as higher crude prices boosted
earnings following disruptions linked to
the Iran conflict.

The anticipated windfall could
heighten tensions with President
Donald Trump, whose administration
has urged lower fuel prices and warned
of possible action if petrol costs remain
elevated. — Reuters

The North Atlantic Treaty Organisation
is stepping up cooperation with
European defence companies to develop
faster and more cost-effective systems to
counter the growing threat of drones.

In Germany, military leaders and
about 35 firms discussed technologies
including radar, interceptor drones and
missiles, with officials stressing the need
for lower-cost solutions to strengthen
European security. — ONA
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Closing the global gender leadership gap: A strategic priority

I senior leadership
operatesin a

landscape in flux. They

face a convergence
of geopolitical
escalations, technological disruptions,
digital transformation, climate change
and shifting workforce demographics.
Leaders are burdened with ever-demanding
responsibilities and multiple shareholder
expectations, while traditional business
models face intense pressure in competitive
markets. This presents an urgent need
to redefine pathways to the top and to
build a diverse talent pool, irrespective of
nationality, caste, gender, or sociocultural
background.

As work redefines itself in the emerging
future of work, organisations wrestle to
sustain resilience amidst economic and
political uncertainty. In such a context,
organisations must rise above barriers and
bias to leverage their available talent not
only as a matter of fairness but as a strategic
competency and source of competitive
advantage.

Over the past decade, women’s
representation at the top has increased from
roughly 15% to 30%. However, CEO hires and
board appointments for women have largely
plateaued since 2022 and women remain
underrepresented across all industries.

The global gender gap report released by
the World Economic Forum (WEF) states
that women face compounded disadvantages
related to gender, religion, region, language,

race, ethnicity, socioeconomic background
and disability. In most economies, the
majority of tertiary students are women;
however, they remain underrepresented,
accounting for less than half of the global
workforce and one third of top management
roles. These findings suggest that educational
attainment alone does not translate to
workforce participation and leadership
representation.

The leadership gap for women is uneven
across industries and geographic regions,
with Latin America and the Caribbean,
Northern America and Europe leading
at 34.6%, 33.7% and 29.7%, respectively,
followed by the Middle East and North Africa
at approximately 20.6% and South Asia
recording the lowest at 15%.

An important insight is that women’s
representation is uneven not only across
industries but also within them. In oil,
gas and mining, women’s representation
accounts for less than 30% of individual
contributions and their share drops by one-
third upon the transition to middle-level
management, with a further decline at the
top.

In sectors such as accommodation and
food service, administrative and support
services, entertainment providers,
government administration and retail, the
decline in individual contribution is greater
than at the mid to top level of management.

In education, women make up half of the
workforce at the entry and mid-levels. Still,
their participation sharply decreases in

The global gender
gap report released
by the World
Economic Forum
(WEF) states
that women face
compounded
disadvantages
related to gender,
religion, region,
language,
race, ethnicity,
socioeconomic
background and
disability.

senior roles, underscoring how the “drop to
the top” plays out differently across sectors.

Another equally noteworthy insight
is that the pattern of decline in women’s
representation at the entry, mid, or senior
levels of management has not changed from
2015 to 2025, suggesting that organisational
structural barriers to women’s advancement
persist.

Even in the C-suite positions in the
industry and hiring trends, women’s
participation is restricted to certain emerging
and operational functions, specifically
roles with minimal strategic influence and
limited long-term institutionalisation within
organisations. This pattern is also present in
the political sphere.

One positive development is that women’s
representation in senior leadership has risen
from around 27% to 30% and the share of
board seats has increased from about 15% to
29% between 2014 and 2024.

The composition of board seats has also
substantially shaped perspectives and
informed consequential decision-making,
planning and the development of future
leadership.

Though the statistics indicate progress,
the momentum has slowed. Closing the
gender gap will require participation
and collaboration with policymakers,
government and organisations to remove
structural disadvantages and adapt to their
industrial contexts and strategic PR, thereby
increasing women'’s representation in the
workforce.

IRAN’S $300 BILLION
REBUILD FUND RISKS
A FAMILIAR FATE

AFIQ FITRI ALIAS

The United States is again trying to lure foreign
capital into Iran. A key part of last month’s
ceasefire signed between Washington and Tehran
was a $300 billion “reconstruction fund” for the
Islamic Republic.

The details may differ from a similar push
in the wake of the 2015 Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA) to limit Iranian nuclear
capabilities. But it’s likely to yield the same
underwhelming outcome. After the JCPOA, Iran
attracted $37 billion in announced deals and
memorandums of understanding with companies

including Airbus
and Peugeot.
Last month’s US-Iran Yet the promised
memorandumof  investment boom
understanding promises never materialised;
licences and waivers for annual FDI
the reconstruction fund, inflows rose from
and lifting “all typesof ~ $3.4 billion in
sanctions”. 2016 to a peak of
just $5 billion in

2017, according
to UNCTAD data. Even the flagship South Pars
gas project led by TotalEnergies was eventually
abandoned following President Donald Trump’s
2018 withdrawal from the JCPOA.

On the face of it, 2026 looks more promising.
For one thing, the sums are bigger. And the
reconstruction fund has already attracted more
than $150 billion in commitments from private
companies across Asia, the Gulf and the US to
develop Iran’s energy, logistics, manufacturing
and transport sectors.

Yet these capital providers remain unnamed.
Given the gap between good intentions and actual
investment, that’s telling.

Meanwhile, many of the underlying obstacles
for western companies remain. A decade ago
international signatories of the JCPOA eventually
had to issue a joint statement reassuring financial
institutions that Iran was investable despite the

thicket of US sanctions that had held sway. In 2026

these barriers look, if anything, more problematic.
Washington has designated the Islamic

Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) as a foreign

terrorist organisation, while the US Treasury

found Iran’s construction sector was dominated by

IRGC:-linked firms.

Admittedly, last month’s US-Iran memorandum

of understanding promises licences and waivers
for the reconstruction fund, and lifting “all types
of sanctions”. Yet such waivers typically require
renewal every six months — hardly an ideal
foundation for long-term investment.

Companies could actively try to limit sanctioned

entities’ involvement, as TotalEnergies attempted

in 2018, but the deepening of the IRGC’s role in the

economy complicates matters. — Reuters

today are
growing
upina
world

marked
by extraordinary uncertainty.
Conflict, displacement, climate
shocks, economic pressure and
the erosion of basic services are
affecting millions of children and
families.

In 2026, Unicef, the UN agency
for children, is appealing for $7.66
billion from supporters around
the world to contribute to its
humanitarian action for children,
with the aim of reaching 73 million
children living through crises across
133 countries and territories.

Behind these numbers are
children whose lives have been
interrupted by circumstances
beyond their control: a child forced
from home, a child without safe
water, a child whose school has
closed, a child facing hunger or loss.

These challenges may be global,
but our responsibility to respond is
shared.

Over the past decades, the
world has shown that progress for
children is possible when people
and institutions come together with
a shared purpose. More children
survive, learn, are protected and
have opportunities today because
governments, communities,
businesses, philanthropists and
individuals chose to act together.

No single organisation,
government, or donor can meet the
scale of today’s challenges alone.
Transformative partnerships are not
an “optional extra”; they are how
lasting change happens.

The nature of partnership is
also changing. Around the world,
businesses and philanthropists
are increasingly looking beyond
traditional giving towards deeper
and more strategic engagement.

They want to understand the
problem, contribute to meaningful
solutions and see measurable
results. Some provide resources.
Others bring innovation, influence,
networks, expertise, or the ability to
convene others. Each role matters.

en a promise
a lifeline for children

CARLA HADDAD
MARDINI

The writer is Unicef
Global Director of
Private Fundraising
and Partnerships

Over the past
decades, the
world has shown
that progress for
children is possible
when people and
institutions come
together with a
shared purpose.
More children
survive, learn,
are protected and
have opportunities
today because
governments,
communities,
businesses,
philanthropists and
individuals chose to
act together.

becomes

For those who make a promise, the Promise bracelet becomes a quiet reminder of the
impact they can make, a symbol of compassion translated into action.

This is especially important when
we speak about children. Investing
in children is one of the most
powerful investments any society
can make.

A child’s health, nutrition,
education, protection and early
development shape not only their
own future, but the future of
families, communities and entire
nations. When children are given
the chance to survive, heal, learn
and grow, the benefits extend across
generations.

What I learned from my brief yet
inspiring visit to Oman in early June
is that this understanding is deeply
rooted in a culture of generosity,
responsibility and care for others.

For nearly 55 years, Unicef and
the Sultanate of Oman have worked
together in support of children’s
rights and wellbeing.

This partnership has
accompanied Oman’s own
remarkable progress in health,
education, social protection and
child wellbeing; and reflects values
that are deeply regarded in Omani
society: generosity, responsibility,
solidarity and care for others.

Oman’s commitment to children,
led by the government and
sustained over decades, reflects the
kind of long-term vision that Unicef
works to support in countries
around the world.

These values are also at the heart
of Unicef Oman’s “Wa’ad” (Promise)

Campaign, which is done with
local partners. In Oman, a promise
carries meaning. It is sincere. It is
not given lightly.

It reflects trust, responsibility
and a commitment to stand by one’s
word. With Unicef, that promise can
travel beyond our immediate world
and become action for children who
need it most.

A promise with Unicef is not
symbolic only. It can help provide
safe water, therapeutic food,
shelter, warm clothing, education
supplies, hygiene kits, protection
services and cash assistance for
children and families facing hunger,
displacement and loss.

What may seem like a simple
promise becomes precious when it
reaches a child in crisis. It becomes
a lifeline, a source of hope and a
reminder that they have not been
forgotten.

For those who make a promise,
the Promise bracelet becomes a
quiet reminder of the impact they
can make, a symbol of compassion
translated into action.

Through Unicef Oman’s Promise
Campaign, that commitment
becomes part of a wider movement,
turning sincerity into support and
support into hope for every child;
learn more on the Unicef Oman
Website and Instagram page. When
we keep our promise to children, we
help protect not only their present,
but their possibility.
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SIT. WANTED

SALES professional OPERATIONS
with 5 yrs Support /
Experience in Tendering
Medical sector. / Contract
Graduate, Management /
Available in Procurement
Muscat. profess1ona¥ with

18+ years’ Oil &
AR 1 7¢ Gas experience.
gmail.com NOC & driving
Contact: 76323324 license available.

96227272,
LOGISTICS jijilmathew@
Documentation gmail.com
Executive. Indian
male, 25 years, INDIAN electrical
BBA, PG Diploma engineer more
in Logistics & SCM than 20 years
and have 2 years fexperience

in “MEP”

of experience in
this field. Seeking
a position in
Logistics field
+968 7506 9882
Mail:
shafazhussain18@

gmail.com

construction field
in Oman seeks
suitable job.
Contact: 92919281

SENIOR
Accountant:
Indian male 20
years experience
in Oman, shipping
& logistics, Trading
& contracting upto
finalisation, cont:
95915852

ACCOUNTS/
Finance: Indian
male (MBA Fin)
having more
than 19 years of
experience in
Oman accounts

& finance looking
for suitable
placement, NOC
available and can
join immediately.
Contact: 92076716

ACCOUNTS/
SALES Indian
male (b com)
having 2+ years of
experience

in India accounts

LOOKING for
Pipeline Engineer
with 8 Years
Experience offer
salary: 200 OMR
Phone:

sales looking for 496896965333
31111tab1e Email -
acement, .
P .. . sultanalhabsi701@
join immediately. )
Contact: 76324360 = | 8mail.com
15+ experience LOOKING for
in building warehouse
material, project manager role.
sales & Trade Indian male,
market, deal 14 years GCC
with corporate experience with
. driving licence.
project customers, . o
. Available to join
looking for a ) .
table iob immediately.
Sutabie Job. Please contact:
Contact 78384283 92991621
INDIAN male MBA Looking for part
Graduate with time OR full
15yrs experience time Accounts/
Finance job.

in Oman seek
suitable senior
position in finance
office admin.,
sales DTC. Contact:
94158080

20yrs experience
in Muscat. Upto
finalization &
Audit.

Please contact:
92065499

2% PEST CONTROL
OMAN CO. LL.C.

Supply of Pesticides, Gel (Cockroaches),
Public Health Chemicals, Agriculture
Chemicals, Snake Repellent, Rodent Baits
and other insect repellent from

UK & USA

PROFESSIONALS in
Pest Control Service,
Bedbug Treatment,
Rodent Treatment,
Snake Treatment
and Termite
Treatment [Pre

& Post Construction]

Tel: 24787606, 24787503
Direct Line: 24786077
GSM: 99382355, 99172309

pcomctom@omantel.net.om
P.0. Box 565, Al Wadi Al Kabir 117, Sultanate of Oman

ALLISEASON; DAYCLINIC]

The most efficient and authentic Ayurvedic Treatment & Medicine, Panchakarma, (

Yoga, Kalari, Massage Dhara etc... Rehabilitation, Marma Therapy & Post Delivery Care
Zaher Building, 1st Floor, Flat 8A, Al Khuwair Service Road, Near Al Zawawi Mosque & Burger-King
Tel: 24475280, GSM: 95371664, 92504980, Website: www.siddhayur.com

JOB VACANCY

WE ARE LOOKING FOR THIS CATAGORY

YEAR OF
poSHRope EXPERIENCES
Purchase Manager
o 10+yearsof total experience
o QOil & Gas sector experience is 10 +
mandatory
(Candidate preference in Oman)

Contact No: +968 74135535

Email: subinraji221@gmail.com

SIT. WANTED

LOOKING for
SUPPLY CHAIN /
SALES jobs

Indian male 24
years. Commerce
graduate,
Experience

in logistics,
procurement and
sales in reputed
company in Oman.
Valid Oman D/L.
Contact
+96891121694,
issacantony2002@

gmail.com

INDIAN male, 10
year experience
in Oman as
Coordinator have
Driving licence.

Contact: 95645241

SIT. WANTED

LOOKINg for part
time or full time
Accounts/Finance
job. 20yrs experience
in Muscat. Upto
finalization & Audit.
Please contact:

92065499

JOB VACANCY

JOB VACANCY : Operations Manager -

Lifting Inspection Company

Required Qualifications :

« ASNT Level II (minimum
requirement).

+ LLEA or ASNT Foundation certification.

« Diploma In Lifting Accessories.

« Diplomas in the following equipment :
- Mobile Crane

- Overhead Crane

- MEWP (Mobile Elevating Work Platforms)
- Forklift

- Gantry Crane

Additional Advantage: ASNT Level 111
certification

Send all your CVs and certified Certificates
on below email: Pipe2566@yahoo.com

PROJECT
management
professional

with 20+ years’
experience

in tendering,
business
development,
business
systemisation, ISO
QMS, planning
and procurement.
Possesses
managerial

and team lead
skills. Seeking

an opportunity.
Contact: 91799438

Experienced
Accounts &
Finance Candidate
Seeking Suitable
Opportunity.
Expertise in
Accounts,
Invoicing,
Reconciliation

& Reporting.
Contact: 75177637

FOR RENT

10000 sqm plus
area of open yard
fully blacktop with
compound wall,
wide gate & CCTV
for immediate rent
in Jifnain. Contact:

99853040

4 Ready made
office space for
rent in Bank Melli
Iran building
MBD area Ruwi,
opposite Centre
point.

Contact: 99011352.

SIT. WANTED

INDIAN male civil
engineer with
more than 30
years experience
in different
ministers,

seek immediate
suitable position.
Contact: 94158080

SALES Executive
required

For working in oil
and gas / building
materials industry
Vehicle Driving
license preferred
Email: kirit@
bustaninternational.
com Mobile:
95544641
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ART/LIFE

STITCHING BALOCHLI

HERITAGE INTO
EVERYDAY LIFE

FILM FESTIVAL

US actor and
film director Jesse
Eisenberg poses
with the Festival
President’s Award
Crystal Globe at the
60th Karlovy Vary
International Film
Festival. — AFP
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FEATURTES

EVENTS

A model presents
creations by local
designers during
a fashion show at
the 2026 edition
of the Durban
July horse race in
Durban. — AFP

WEDDING

A ‘GARDEN INSIDE
THE GARDEN’:
MORE DETAILS

OF SWIFT-KELCE
WEDDING EMERGE

A performance by Stevie Nicks, handwritten
vows, high school friends and a “garden inside the
Garden” were among the highlights of Taylor Swift
and Travis Kelce’s star-studded wedding in New
York. The pop superstar and the three-time NFL
Super Bowl champion, both 36, married on Friday
at Madison Square Garden under tight security,
with around 1,000 guests reportedly required to
sign non-disclosure agreements.

Swift’s publicist, Tree Paine, confirmed the
wedding in a brief statement, revealing that the
couple wore Christian Diot, Christian Louboutin
and Cartier. More details emerged on Saturday
as ABC’s Good Morning America hosts Robin
Roberts, George Stephanopoulos and former NFL
star Michael Strahan shared their experience of
attending the celebration.

Stephanopoulos described the ceremony as “as
intimate as it could possibly be, given that it was
Madison Square Garden”, saying the couple had
transformed the iconic venue into “this garden
inside the Garden”.

“It’s hard to imagine that a place that big and a
wedding with such stars could feel so personal and
so intimate”, he said.

Roberts revealed that Swift and Kelce wrote
their own vows, while Stephanopoulos said the
couple read from small books as comedian Adam
Sandler officiated.

“They had their neighbours, their high school
friends. It was like any wedding that you would
attend”, Roberts said, confirming that Stevie Nicks
performed during the celebration.

The guest list, however, was anything but
ordinary, featuring celebrities including Selena
Gomez, Ed Sheeran, Gigi Hadid, Hugh Grant,
Bradley Cooper, Kansas City Chiefs coach
Andy Reid, NFL legend Tom Brady and Kelce’s
teammates. AMC CEO Adam Aron, in a post later
deleted from X, described the venue as resembling
“an outdoor garden at a lush countryside
retreat”. He praised the couple’s vows as personal,
emotional, humorous and heartfelt.

Singer Nelly also shared a video on Instagram
calling the wedding “incredible”.

Swift and Kelce announced their engagement last
August with an Instagram post captioned, “Your
English teacher and your gym teacher are getting
married”.

The wedding comes after another milestone year
for Swift, marked by the success of her album

The Life of a Showgirl, her induction into the
Songwriters Hall of Fame and a new song featured
on the Toy Story 5 soundtrack.

Kelce, meanwhile, is preparing for his 14th
NFL season with the Kansas City Chiefs while
continuing to co-host the popular New Heights
podcast with his brother Jason, who served as his
best man. — AFP

MUSIC

Musician,
songwriter and
actor Sting
performs during
the 60th Montreux
Jazz Festival, in
Montreux. — AFP
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INSTAGRAM TOP PICKS

“The ever-enchanting Arabian Gazelle in Salalah”

“Macaw in full flight during Khareef Dhofar”

SHARE A SLICE OF YOUR LIFE

We select photos daily for our Instagram Top Picks of the Day. The rules
are simple. Follow us on Instagram. Upload your photos. Tag us and use

#OmanObserver and #BeAnQbserver.

FROM RUBBLE TO MUSIC:
GAZA'S OUD REPAIRMAN

In a modest workshop inside
Gaza’s Nuseirat refugee camp,
the soft sound of an oud
echoes through the ruins of
war. Surrounded by wooden
pallets, aid crates and broken
instruments, Palestinian
craftsman Suhail Abu Shawish
carefully repairs a battered oud,
tuning its strings after days of
patient work.

The instrument, scarred by
shelling, is one of many brought
to his workshop. “Young people
have started sending their
instruments to me for repair’,
he says, as customers arrive with
damaged ouds wrapped in black
plastic bags.

Restored instruments hang on
the walls, symbols of resilience
in the shadow of destruction.

For the 60-year-old Abu
Shawish, repairing ouds is more
than a profession. It is a mission
to preserve Palestinian cultural
identity at a time when much
has been lost.

A trained oud player since the
1980s, he later became an expert
in restoration work.

Displaced during the war to

Rafah, he eventually returned

to Nuseirat. With no proper
workshop, scarce materials and
frequent power cuts, he works
almost entirely by hand —
sawing wood, filing surfaces and
gluing together shattered pieces
others would discard.

“Despite the shortage of wood
and its high prices, they turn
to me’, he says. “Despite the
hardship of war, we continue to
work”.

Wood is nearly impossible to
obtain. He scavenges scraps from
aid crates and reuses broken
instruments. “There is no wood
available”, he explains. “We use
scrap wood from aid boxes and
damaged instruments to repair
others”.

Costs have soared and electricity
is unreliable, forcing long hours
of manual labour. Still, he
refuses to give up. Each restored
oud becomes a small victory,

its sound briefly rising above
devastation.

He hopes one day to produce
Palestinian instruments that
can compete globally, proudly
made in Gaza. — AFP

A FOOTBALL ANTHEM
FROM NADEEM

LAKSHMI KOTHANETH

World Cup has

inspired many

celebrations and

among them is

Omani musician
Nadeem al Balushi’s energetic
anthem, One Game, One
World, a song that captures
the excitement and unity of
football.

Known professionally as
NB, Nadeem is an Omani
singer, songwriter, composer,
keyboardist, music producer
and one-man band performer.

He has built a reputation as
one of Oman’s most versatile
live entertainers, performing
in Arabic, Hindi, English,
Punjabi, Baluchi and Swabhili,
allowing him to connect
with audiences from diverse
backgrounds.

Speaking to the Observer,
Nadeem said the idea for
the song came unexpectedly
during the tournament.

“At the beginning of the
World Cup, I wasn't planning to
create a song. But about a week
into the tournament, I came
across Shakira’s 2010 World
Cup anthem on YouTube,
which has always been one of
my favourites. That inspired
me instantly. Since I had
already written a song for the
Oman national football team,
I thought, ‘Why not create an
original World Cup anthem as
well?”

For the following week, he
devoted himself entirely to
the project. “It took us about
a week to complete the song.
We spent a lot of time refining
it until we were completely
satisfied with the final sound.
It was truly a team effort and I
would like to thank my friends
Leon and Tariq Jalal for their
dedication and support”, he
said. A lifelong football fan,
Nadeem said the sport’s ability

Known
professionally as
NB, Nadeem is
an Omani singer,
songwritet,
composer,
keyboardist, music
producer and
one-man band
performer. He has
built a reputation
as one of Oman’s
most versatile
live entertainers,
performing in
Arabic, Hindi,
English, Punjabi,
Baluchi and
Swahili,

to unite people across cultures
inspired the anthem.

His musical journey
began at the age of 10,
playing keyboard at school
events before performing
at weddings and private
functions. Since 2002, he has
entertained audiences at
corporate events across the
region while also composing
commercial jingles for various
companies.

As a one-man band, he
has shared the stage with
renowned artists from India,
Pakistan and Africa, including
Bali Brahmbhatt, Sukhbir,
Asrani, Asif Mehdi, Shana
Shakeel, Bushoke and MB

Dogg.

Among his career
highlights are composing and
performing the theme song for
the 2010 Asian Beach Games
and releasing his multilingual
international album FOR ALL
in 2015. More recently, he has
continued releasing original
music, including the Hindi
singles Talab Hai, Tere Ada
and Main Tera Romeo, along
with a tribute song for the
Oman national football team.

Driven by passion and
perseverance, Nadeem hopes
to take his music beyond
borders while celebrating the
universal language of music
and sport.
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WHERE TRADITION MEETS
CONTEMPORARY EXPRESSION

STITCHING
BALOCHI
HERITAGE

INTO

EVERYDAY

LIFE

BUTHAINA AL RIYAMI

has always been said

that the deeper the roots

are, the stronger and

more resilient the tree

stands. That idea reflects
Aida bint Khazoor al Balushi’s
journey, where her enterprise
was shaped not merely as a
business, but as an expression
of love, belonging, and return to
heritage.

A BEAUTY TOO GOOD

TO STAY HIDDEN

Aida grew up admiring the
embroidery and traditional
dress of Balochi culture,
captivated by what many would
pass without a second glance.
She was drawn to the vivid
colours and intricate geometric
patterns that required weeks,
sometimes months, of patient
hand-stitching.

“Iused to say to myself: I am
sorry for these joyful colours,
these delicate patterns that
take weeks and months of
hand-stitching and patience,
locked away in a trunk, and that
are only brought out for some
occasions.”

That thought became
more than reflection; it
became a question. If Balochi
embroidery holds such beauty
and meaning, why should it
remain confined to weddings
and special occasions? Why
not bring it into everyday life
through clothing, bags, phone
cases, and the objects people
carry daily? The answer, she
decided, was that it could. And
so, Balucciducci was born.

NOT TO SELL PRODUCTS,
BUT TO REWRITE IDENTITY
From the outset, Aida’s vision
went beyond commerce. Her
work was not driven by trends
or profit, but by cultural
preservation and translation.
“The goal was not to sell
products,” she emphasises.
“It was to reframe Balochi
identity in a language that
today’s generation can
understand and feel proud of.”
This philosophy shaped
every decision she made,
from design to production.
Each Balucciducci piece
incorporates traditional hand-

stitching and embroidery,
released in limited quantities
where value outweighs
volume. For Aida, every item
carries the time, skill, and
dignity of its maker.

“The goal is not quick
profit,” she says. “It’s to
preserve the prestige of
handwork and its artistic
value, which is something that

»

cannot be measured in money.

THE FAMILY THAT

BELIEVED FIRST

Like many creative journeys,
Balucciducci began with the
support of those closest to her.

Aida’s brother designed
the logo and encouraged her
to launch, while her family
became her earliest customers,
believing in her vision as much
as the product itself.

The T-Shirt That Changed
Everything

One defining moment came
with her 2020 Oman National
Day collection. Aida fused
her two identities, Omani
and Balochi, by designing a
T-shirt featuring the map of
Oman woven into traditional
embroidery patterns.

The design quickly gained
attention on Instagram and
Snapchat, worn proudly by
young Omanis who saw both
heritage and modern identity
reflected in a single garment.

It became a symbol of how
tradition could live within
contemporary expression.

“Ifelt an astonishment and
ajoy I cannot describe,” she
recalls. “And I knew then that
my message had begun to reach
people.”

WHAT COMES NEXT

Aida’s ambitions for
Balucciducci remain rooted in
the same purpose that began

it. She hopes to expand the
product range, deepen the
storytelling behind each piece,
and grow the brand into a
global name representing living
culture.

“T hope that through
Balucciducci, people will come
to know more about Balochi
culture and the region of
Balochistan,” she says. “And
that the brand will be known
worldwide.”




