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Washington, USA - President
Donald Trump's plan for the US
to “take over” war-torn Gaza and
create a ‘Riviera of the Middle
East’ after resettling Palestinians
elsewhere has sparked
widespread criticism.

The shock move from Trump
was swiftly condemned by inter-
national powers, with Saudi Ara-
bia immediately rejecting the
displacement of Palestinians,
adding that it would not establish
diplomatic relations with Israel -
a long-term US foreign policy
goal - without an independent
Palestinian state.

Germany, Britain and France
reiterated their stances for a two-
state solution. 

Far-right Israeli leaders ap-
plauded plans to permanently
displace Palestinians from Gaza,
while the Hamas group said it
would ‘pour oil on the fire’. 

Trump's suggestion came at a
White House news conference
with Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu, where the
president detailed a plan to build
new settlements for Palestinians
outside the Gaza Strip, and for
the US to take “ownership” in re-
developing the war-torn territory
into the Riviera of the Middle

East. "The US will take over the
Gaza Strip, and we will do a job
with it too," Trump said. "We'll
own it and be responsible for dis-
mantling all of the dangerous un-
exploded bombs and other

weapons on the site, level the
site, and get rid of the destroyed
buildings, level it out, create an
economic development that will
supply unlimited numbers of
jobs."

Palestinian President Mah-
moud Abbas said it would war-
rant “a serious violation of
international law”. He called for
the United Nations to protect the
Palestinian people and their in-

alienable rights, saying that what
Trump wanted to do would be a
serious violation of international
law.

In response to Trump's com-
ments, the French Foreign Min-

istry said that displacing Gaza's
Palestinians ‘would constitute a
grave violation of international
law, an attack on the legitimate
aspirations of the Palestinians, a
major threat to the two-state so-

lution and a factor of major
destabilisation for our close part-
ners Egypt and Jordan as well as
the entire region’.

German Foreign Minister An-
nalena Baerbock, a staunch ally of
Israel, said, "It is clear that Gaza –
along with the West Bank and
East Jerusalem – belongs to the
Palestinians. They form the start-
ing point for a future state of
Palestine."

"Displacement of the Pales-
tinian civilian population from
Gaza would not just be unaccept-
able and against international
law," the German minister said in
a statement. "This would also
lead to new suffering and new
hatred." She said that there must
not be a solution "over the heads
of the Palestinians" and a negoti-
ated two-state solution remains
the only one.

In Beijing, Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Lin Jian
said , "China has always believed
that Palestinian rule is the basic
principle of post-war governance
in Gaza."

He reiterated Beijing's long-
standing support for a two-state
solution in resolving the Pales-
tinian-Israeli conflict.
Agencies
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Our Correspondent
Suhar 

North Batinah Municipality’s Flag
Square project in Suhar, slated to
open in March, is nearing com-
pletion.  

Spread over 9,000sqm, the
landmark development will fea-
ture Oman's second tallest flag-
pole standing at 50m high. The
project aims to enhance the
Omani identity with its innovative
design reflecting both the coun-
try’s cultural heritage and moder-
nity.

Flag Square will not only fly the
national flag, symbolising patrio-
tism and unity, but also offer
community spaces such as two
cafes, each covering 60sqm, lush

green gardens, fountains and
open spaces for public engage-
ment. 

The project is in an advanced
stage of completion with the flag-
pole already installed and key fa-
cilities taking shape. The final
touches will include landscaping,
fountain installation and aes-
thetic enhancements, ensuring

that it becomes a major cultural
and recreational destination.

As part of its broader tourism
efforts, North Batinah has seen
substantial growth in its hospital-
ity sector. By the end of 2024, the
governorate had 58 hotel facili-
ties, ranging from hotel apart-
ments and guest houses to green
lodges and tourist rest houses,

offering a total of 1,591 rooms and
395 apartments. 

The governorate is also home
to 20 historic forts and castles,
many of which are now open for
investment, contributing to the
local economy and tourism.

According to a Ministry of
Heritage and Tourism statement
in 2024, 11 new licences were is-
sued for hotel apartments and
other tourism accommodations.
Plans for 2025 include addition of
two new hotels, three green
lodges and three guest houses. 

North Batinah’s diverse offer-
ings, including popular adventure
activities like mountain walking
and hiking, make it an attractive
destination for both domestic
and international visitors.

Suhar's 50m flagpole set to become major landmark

Our Correspondent
Muscat 

Ministry of Housing and Urban
Planning (MHUP) has an-
nounced an initiative to develop
transport yards by offering five
strategically located land parcels
for investment. 

The plots, ranging from
6,700sqm to 7,500sqm, are lo-
cated in Musandam, Dhofar,
North Batinah and Dakhliyah.
The initiative is part of the gov-
ernment’s efforts to enhance the
sultanate’s logistics and land
transport network, while encour-
aging private sector involvement
in key infrastructure projects.

The transport yards are ex-
pected to play a vital role in im-
proving the efficiency and
accessibility of the country’s land
transport system. According to
the MHUP, development of these
facilities will support long-term
sustainability and growth in the
sector, benefiting residents and
visitors alike.

Ministry of Transport, Com-
munications and Information
Technology issued Oman’s first
licence for a transport yard in
2023, marking a significant mile-
stone in regulating land transport
facilities. Located in Liwa, North
Batinah the licensed yard is
spread over 30,000sqm and ac-

commodates over 250 buses,
trucks and heavy vehicles.

The Liwa yard is strategically
positioned to serve key logistical
hubs, including Sohar Free Zone,
Sohar Industrial City and Sohar
Port. Its primary goal is to provide
safe and well-equipped parking

for transport vehicles, reducing
the need for truck parking in res-
idential areas across the sul-
tanate. The initiative not only
improves urban aesthetics but
also enhances safety standards.

The new transport yards will
be located outside ports, indus-
trial areas and free zones, offering
temporary lodging for drivers and
providing essential maintenance
services. This supports opera-
tional efficiency while addressing
the growing demands of Oman’s
transport sector.

The yards highlight Oman’s
commitment to modernising its
urban and transport infrastruc-
ture.

MHUP offers 5 sites for investment
to boost logistics infrastructure

Muscat - Oman hosted the first
meeting of the Oman-Britain
Strategic Consultative Group for
2025 on Wednesday at Oman
Across Ages Museum in Manah,
Dakhliyah. Discussions centred
on strengthening bilateral ties
with focus on investment, busi-
ness development and exploring
opportunities for collaboration in
key sectors.

The meeting addressed
strategies to enhance investment
cooperation between the two na-
tions, targeting sectors such as
scientific innovation, green en-
ergy and knowledge transfer.
Participants also discussed ways
to promote national identity and

effective communication, under-
scoring the importance of collab-
oration in these areas.

Omani officials and represen-
tatives from the UK, including
government officials, private sec-
tor delegates and consultants, at-
tended the meeting, reflecting
the commitment of both nations
to deepen economic, investment
and developmental partnerships,
building on their strong bilateral
relations.

On the sidelines, workshops
and technical sessions were held
to explore sector-specific frame-
works that align skills and com-
petencies with labour market
demands.

Oman-Britain Strategic
Consultative Group meets

World rejects Gaza takeover bid 

SAYYID SHIHAB RECEIVES KUWAIT’S DEPUTY PM 

H H Sayyid Shihab bin Tarik al Said, Deputy Prime Minister for Defence Affairs, received Sheikh Fahad

Yousef Saud al Sabah, First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior in the State of Kuwait, and his

accompanying delegation in his office at Al Murtafa’a Garrison on Wednesday. During the meeting, the

two sides reviewed bilateral relations and discussed several matters of common concern

Palestinians must
be allowed a
home. They must
be allowed to
rebuild, and we
should be with
them in that
rebuild on the
way to a two-
state solution
Keir Starmer, UK Prime Minister

The issue of
deportations
from Gaza is not
something that
either the region
or we would
accept. Even
thinking about it
is wrong and
absurd
Hakan Fidan, Turkish Foreign Minister 

Gaza is their
home. Gaza’s
death and
destruction is a
result of the
government of
Israel killing
civilians by the
thousands, often
with US bombs
Paul O’Brien, Amnesty International US

What he proposes
is nonsense. The
international
community is
made up of 193
states and this is
the time to give
the US what it has
been looking for:
Isolation
Francesca Albanese, UN special rapporteur

The Sultanate of
Oman reiterated its
firm stance against
any attempts to
displace residents
of the Gaza Strip
and the occupied
Palestinian
territories. Oman
stressed that any
plans aimed at
transferring
Palestinians from
their territories
constitute a clear
violation of
international law
and UN resolutions.
Such actions, the
sultanate warned,
pose a serious
threat to security
and stability in the
region.
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Sarooj Oasis in Sultan Haitham City goes on sale 
Our Correspondent
Muscat

Ministry of Housing and Urban
Planning officially launched sales
for the highly anticipated Sarooj
Oasis project, a landmark devel-
opment in Sultan Haitham City
valued at RO30mn, on Tuesday. 

The integrated, eco-friendly
community spread over
86,000sqm, will offer a harmo-
nious blend of modern architec-
ture and Omani cultural heritage.

Sarooj Oasis will be an expan-
sive development featuring 210
residential units, designed to in-
clude a mix of luxurious villas and
modern apartments. 

The project will include a busi-
ness centre and commercial
spaces covering over 11,000sqm,
with the total built-up area ex-
ceeding 65,000sqm. 

Strategically located to offer
scenic wadi views, the develop-
ment will offer a serene yet con-
nected lifestyle, making it an
attractive choice for residents
seeking both tranquility and
urban convenience.

Sarooj Oasis will offer diverse
residential options, catering to

various preferences and
lifestyles. Althuraya Villas will
offer luxurious living with
panoramic views of the valley,

providing an exclusive retreat for
those who value privacy and nat-
ural beauty. 

Designed with sustainability

in mind, Ahed Villas will offer af-
fordable luxury while embracing
eco-friendly principles. Comple-
menting these, modern apart-

ment buildings - situated close
to vibrant commercial and 
cultural hubs - will ensure 
residents enjoy the best of 

contemporary urban living.
Sarooj Oasis will be distin-

guished by a range of unique fea-
tures enhancing its appeal as a
modern, sustainable community.
As a gated development, it’ll
offer privacy and security, creat-
ing a safe environment for fami-
lies. 

The project emphasises an
active, eco-friendly lifestyle
through micromobility routes, in-
cluding walkways and cycling
paths that seamlessly connect
residential areas with commer-
cial and recreational spaces. 

At the heart of the commu-
nity, the Central Plaza will be de-
signed for social interaction and

commercial activity, surrounded
by retail spaces and accessible
via sustainable transit routes.

Adding to the community’s
charm, a private central park
nestled among the villas will
serve as a green oasis perfect for
recreation and family gatherings. 

Inclusion of basement parking
will enhance both convenience
and the aesthetic appeal of the
development, maintaining clean,
uncluttered streetscapes. Fami-
lies will also benefit from the
availability of daycare facilities
and proximity to leading public
and private schools, ensuring a
well-rounded, family-friendly en-
vironment.

More than just a residential
project, Sarooj Oasis represents
a dynamic, sustainable urban en-
vironment designed for modern
living, working and investing, a
press release stated. ‘It offers
unique ownership opportunities
for both Omanis and expatriates,
making it an ideal destination for
those seeking a harmonious
blend of traditional Omani her-
itage and contemporary design
within a thriving, eco-conscious
community.’

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Represented by College of
Medicine and Health Sciences,
Sultan Qaboos University (SQU)
will host the Medical Education
Conference 2025 on February 10
and 11 under the theme ‘Innova-
tion and New Technology: Op-
portunities and Challenges’. 

The regional event aims to
serve as a platform for discussing
innovative approaches, tech-
nologies and challenges in med-
ical education.

Prof Dr Rashid bin Khalfan al
Abri, Chairman of the conference
and Dean of College of Medicine
and Health Sciences, said, “This
event is an opportunity for shar-
ing knowledge and exploring the
latest innovations in medical ed-
ucation.” 

He expressed optimism that
the event would lead to produc-
tive discussions, foster academic
collaboration and enhance the
quality of medical education in
the region.

The conference will cover a
wide range of topics, including
competency-based medical ed-
ucation, distance and in-person
learning, medical simulation with
virtual and augmented reality, ar-
tificial intelligence in medical ed-
ucation, and evidence-based
practices. It will also address fac-
ulty development, leadership and
professional growth to equip ed-
ucators with the skills needed to

adapt to evolving educational de-
mands.

Five distinguished speakers
from the United States, Canada
and the Netherlands will lead
discussions on the role of mod-
ern technologies in transforming
medical education. Participants
will also explore leadership skills,
professional development, and
strategies to enhance educa-
tional research and collaboration
within the academic community.

The event is expected to at-
tract a diverse group of aca-
demics and healthcare
professionals, including repre-
sentatives from medical and
nursing colleges, university hos-
pitals, and educational institu-
tions under Oman’s Ministry of
Health and the Gulf Cooperation
Council. Collaborators include
the Committee of Deans of Med-
ical Colleges in the GCC, the Uni-
versity Medical City, and other

government and private health
institutions, reflecting the re-
gional significance of the event.

Medical Education Confer-
ence 2025 represents a key step
towards preparing medical pro-
fessionals in line with interna-
tional standards. It underscores
the importance of embracing
modern technologies to advance
education and improve the qual-
ity of healthcare training in the
Middle East.

SQU to host conference 
on innovation in medical 
education on Feb 10-11

Muscat - H E Sayyid Hamoud
Faisal al Busaidi, Minister of Inte-
rior, received in his office Sheikh
Fahad Yousef Saud al Sabah, First
Deputy Prime Minister and Min-
ister of Interior in the State of
Kuwait, on Wednesday.

The meeting reviewed the
deep-rooted relations between
the two countries and discussed
ways of promoting cooperation

to serve joint interests. The two
sides also exchanged views on
matters of common concern.

The meeting was attended by
Maj Gen Abdullah Ali al Harthy,
Assistant Inspector General of
Police and Customs for Opera-
tions, H E Khalid Hilal al Busaidi,
Undersecretary in Ministry of In-
terior, and Sayyid Khalifa al Mur-
das al Busaidi, Secretary-General

of Ministry of Interior. 
From the Kuwaiti side, it was

attended by H E Dr Mohammed
Nassir al Hajri, Ambassador of
Kuwait to Oman, Maj Gen
Hamed Manahi al Mutairi, Assis-
tant Undersecretary for Criminal
Security Affairs, and Maj Gen
Khalid Abdulhadi al Shanfa, Head
of State Security Apparatus.
ONA

Our Correspondent
Nizwa

A total of 31,306 passengers
benefitted from a recently con-
cluded public transportation ser-
vice in Nizwa during its trial
period from January 10 to 31. 

Aimed at enhancing public
transport options in Dakhliyah,
the initiative was a collaborative
effort between the governorate,
Dakhliyah Governorate Police
Command and Mwasalat.

During the 21-day trial, which
took place in the evening hours,
Mwasalat buses provided ser-

vices within the wilayat of
Nizwa. 

The 60-passenger capacity
buses were available for free to
Omani citizens. Expatriates paid
a nominal fare of 200bz.

The public transport service

was part of a wider effort to im-
prove mobility and accessibility
for residents and visitors, with
the strong response during the
trial period suggesting the ser-
vice’s potential for long-term
success in Nizwa.

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Environment Authority (EA)
marked World Wetlands Day on
Wednesday with an event at
Qurum Nature Reserve in Mus-
cat held under the theme ‘Pro-
tecting Wetlands for Our
Common Future’. 

The event focused on raising
environmental awareness, pro-
moting community engagement
and underlining the importance
of wetlands in achieving sustain-
able development goals.

EA highlighted the environ-

mental and economic impor-
tance of wetlands, stressing their
role in maintaining ecological
balance, supporting biodiversity,
and providing essential re-
sources and services for human
well-being. Wetlands also serve
as critical natural systems, offer-
ing freshwater, aiding water pu-
rification, supporting agriculture,
and acting as natural carbon
sinks to combat climate change.

An exhibition accompanied
the event, showcasing the diver-
sity of Oman's wetlands through
interactive displays. These in-
cluded information on natural

resources derived from wet-
lands, key environmental ele-
ments and EA’s conservation
projects. Several public and pri-
vate organisations participated,
presenting their initiatives aimed
at wetland protection.

In 2023, EA implemented
several projects to bolster wet-
land conservation, including
planting 4mn mangrove seeds in
coastal governorates and an ad-
ditional 54,000 mangrove
seedlings to strengthen coastal
ecosystems. A comprehensive
study was also carried out to
monitor changes in wetlands

across 59 sites in the sultanate.
The ongoing Oman Blue Car-

bon Project aims to enhance car-
bon sequestration capabilities of
wetlands. The authority is also
conducting bird and wildlife sur-
veys in wetlands to support bio-
diversity conservation.

Oman’s wetlands remain a
cornerstone for environmental
and economic sustainability,
providing crucial support for
agriculture and local communi-
ties, while contributing signifi-
cantly to global efforts in climate
change mitigation and ecological
preservation.

Valued at RO30mn,
the integrated, 
eco-friendly 
community spread
over 86,000sqm will
offer a harmonious
blend of modern 
architecture and
Omani cultural 
heritage 

World Wetlands Day focuses on environmental awareness, community engagement 

Public transport trial in Nizwa
attracts over 31,000 passengers

Interior Minister, Kuwait’s Deputy
PM discuss promoting cooperation

It will cover a wide range of topics, including
competency-based medical education, 
distance and in-person learning, medical 
simulation with virtual and augmented 
reality, artificial intelligence in medical 
education, and evidence-based practices
PROF DR RASHID BIN KHALFAN AL ABRI

(Supplied photo)

(Supplied photo)

(Supplied photo)
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MoE to introduce Chinese as elective subject
Our Correspondent
Muscat 

In an important move to enhance
global language competencies
among Omani students, Ministry
of Education (MoE) has an-
nounced introduction of Chinese
as an elective subject for grades
9 to 12 commencing from the
2025-2026 academic year. 

The new programme aims to
strengthen language proficiency
and promote cultural immersion,
with classes scheduled five days
a week to ensure consistent en-
gagement and effective learning.

The curriculum is designed to
equip students with foundational
Chinese language skills, focusing
on essential communication
techniques, cultural insights, and
practical knowledge that will sup-
port their future academic and
professional aspirations. 

Students will learn to intro-
duce themselves, discuss places,

hobbies and aspirations, as well
as navigate conversations about
days, months, numbers and
dates. The programme will use
simplified Chinese, with empha-
sis on both reading and writing to
build comprehensive language
competence.

Initially, the programme will be
piloted in four schools across two
governorates. In Muscat, Sayyid
Sultan bin Ahmed School will
offer Chinese to grades 11 and 12,
while Juwayriya bint Abi Sufyan

School will extend the pro-
gramme to students of grades 9
to 12. In Dakhliyah, Al Turath Dis-
trict School and Al Shatha bint
Jaber Basic Education School will
also implement the curriculum
for students in grades 9 to 12. The
pilot phase will allow MoE to as-
sess the programme’s effective-
ness and make necessary
adjustments for broader imple-
mentation in the future.

The Chinese language pro-
gramme will offer a compre-

hensive curriculum, incorporat-
ing first-level (A1.1) and sec-
ond-level (A1.2) textbooks to
provide a structured learning
path. Both printed and digital
educational resources will be
utilised, ensuring students have
access to diverse learning ma-
terials that cater to different
learning styles. 

Cultural enrichment activities,
such as student camps, competi-
tions and interactive events, will
be integral to the programme,
fostering a deeper understanding
of Chinese culture alongside lan-
guage acquisition.

To support modern language
learning techniques, the pro-
gramme will leverage advanced
digital platforms, enhancing the
classroom experience with inter-
active tools and resources. Addi-
tionally, students will be prepared
for a  Chinese proficiency test
(HSK), enabling them to earn
globally recognised certifications

that can enhance their academic
and professional profiles. 

Classes will be led by spe-
cialised, native Chinese-speaking
teachers with extensive experi-
ence in teaching non-native
speakers, ensuring high-quality
instruction and effective lan-
guage development.

This initiative aligns with
Oman’s strategic vision to pre-
pare its youth for the global job
market by broadening linguistic
abilities and cultural awareness,
a press release stated. ‘With
proficiency in Chinese, Omani
students will gain a competitive
edge in international academic
and professional environments,
enhancing their opportunities in
an increasingly interconnected
world. The introduction of Chi-
nese in select schools marks a
significant step towards equip-
ping the next generation with
the skills needed to thrive in a
dynamic, global society.’

Symposium addresses
SMEs’ key challenges
and opportunities 
Our Correspondent
Muscat 

Oman Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (OCCI) held a sym-
posium on small and medium
enterprises titled ‘Tamkeen and
Smou’ on Wednesday. 

The event was held under the
patronage of Badr bin Salem al
Maamari, Secretary General of
Tender Board.

The symposium aimed to em-
power SMEs, addressing key
challenges and opportunities in
the local market, focusing on the
role of financing agencies in sup-
porting SME growth, the impor-
tance of local content
programmes, and fostering co-
operation among stakeholders to
develop sustainable solutions for
the sector.

According to Faisal bin Abdul-
lah al Rawas, Chairman of OCCI,
the symposium highlighted the
incentives necessary for SMEs to
thrive in Oman and expand re-
gionally and globally. The event
discussed challenges faced by
SMEs which were addressed by
participating government repre-
sentatives, who also showcased
available incentives.

Ahmed bin Amer al Maslahi,
Chairman of SME Committee at
OCCI, highlighted the govern-
ment's support for the sector and
its recognition as a vital compo-
nent of economic diversification.
He stressed the chamber's role
in integrating SMEs with major
companies through innovative
solutions and quality business
opportunities that promote sus-
tainable growth.

Maslahi informed that OCCI,
through its sectoral committees,

actively supports the develop-
ment of SMEs via various tools
and programmes aimed at driv-
ing economic growth. “The
chamber works to create a sup-
portive environment for SMEs,
enhance their contribution to the
national economy, and review
government efforts and incen-
tives that strengthen their role.”

Furthermore, he noted that
OCCI strives to improve the

business environment, promote
economic development across
governorates, and support 
economic diversification. Ac-
cording to the Authority for
Small and Medium Enterprises
Development, approximately
28,000 SMEs with en-
trepreneurship cards are regis-
tered, reflecting the sector's
critical role in job creation and
economic growth.

The symposium responded to
the evolving needs of SMEs, ad-

dressing key issues to ensure the
sector's sustainability. These in-
clude establishing an accurate
database to support active,
owner-managed institutions, en-
hancing the role of financing
agencies by simplifying proce-
dures and expediting  financing,
and promoting local content in
commercial opportunities
through fair competitive con-
tracts. 

(Picture for illustrative purpose)

Approximately 28,000 SMEs are 
registered with Authority for Small 
and Medium Enterprises Development
with entrepreneurship cards

Our Correspondent
Muscat 

With the holy month of Ra-
madan knocking on the door, the
Department of Blood Bank Ser-
vices of Ministry of Health
(MoH) is calling on communities
across Oman to play an active
role in lifesaving blood donation
efforts.

The Central Blood Bank in
Bausher has highlighted the crit-
ical need to maintain an ade-
quate blood supply during
Ramadan when there are few
blood donations. 

To meet this growing need,
the ministry is encouraging vol-
unteer groups, mosque commit-
tees and public councils in Seeb,
Bausher, Muttrah and Amerat to
help organise local blood dona-
tion drives. 

These campaigns are sched-
uled to take place from 8pm to
11.30pm, providing convenience

for donors to participate after
iftar.

“Our goal is to make donating
blood more convenient and to
reach as many donors as possi-
ble during Ramadan,” said a
spokesperson of Department of
Blood Bank Services (DBBS).
“We invite community groups to
support this noble cause, which
aligns with the spirit of giving
and charity during the holy
month.”

Interested groups and 
individuals are encouraged to 
coordinate with the Donor 
Affairs Department before
Thursday, February 13. For 
more information or to register
participation, call DBBS on
24591255/24594255 or What-
sApp via 94555648.

Central Blood Bank is urging
people to donate with the slogan
'Double your blessings this Ra-
madan - donate blood and save
lives’.

MoH urges support for blood 
donation campaigns in Ramadan
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BUSINESS
ROLLS-
ROYCE

BRIEFS

MARKET WATCH
MSX30 4,573.32

Sensex 78,271.28

FOREX RATES
(RO1 equals)

India 226.95

Pakistan 724.42

Bangladesh 315.62

Philippines 150.43

Sri Lanka 775.59

*Rates as on February 05
Source: xe.com

Oil prices fall on
higher US
stockpiles
Oil prices declined on

Wednesday after a larger-

than-expected increase in

US crude oil stockpiles

signaled weakening demand

in the world's biggest oil

consumer.

The international

benchmark Brent crude fell

by 0.09%, trading at $75.75

per barrel, down from

$75.82 at the close of the

previous session.

The US benchmark West

Texas Intermediate (WTI)

declined by 0.1%, settling at

$72.23 per barrel, compared

to its prior session close of

$72.32.

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Financial Services Authority
(FSA) has affirmed that the is-
suance of the Royal Decree es-
tablishing a sub-market at the
Muscat Stock Exchange (MSX),
under the name of the Promising
Startups Market, on Tuesday, is
clear evidence of the great atten-
tion accorded by His Majesty Sul-
tan Haitham bin Tarik and the
government to developing the in-
vestment and business environ-
ment in Oman, in addition to
enhancing the stock market sec-
tor.

In a statement to Oman News
Agency, the FSA explained that
the Promising Startups Market
aims to attract private firms, fam-
ily businesses, small and
medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs), and emerging startups,
with a market value of no less
than RO0.5mn.

The FSA added that this initia-
tive seeks to achieve two main

goals: (1) enabling these startups
to benefit from the financing al-
ternatives provided by the capital
market, allowing them to thrive
and expand; and (2) empowering
these startups to adopt approved
governance standards to ensure
their sustainability in the future.

The FSA stressed that this

step would enhance the role of
the stock market as a major fi-
nancing tool, contributing to the
development of an attractive in-
vestment environment that sup-
ports the national economy in
line with Oman Vision 2040.

‘The presence of these star-
tups on the stock market will pre-

pare them to meet the require-
ments for offering their shares in
public listings and adding them to
the main stock market in the fu-
ture, once they fulfil the pre-
scribed conditions,’ the authority
said.

Under this decree, the FSA will
supervise and audit the activities

of companies listed on the
Promising Startups Index, in ad-
dition to issuing decisions and
regulations for their operations, in
coordination with the relevant
authorities.

Separately, the Authority for
Small and Medium Enterprises
Development (ASMED) also af-

firmed the issuance of the Royal
Decree establishing a sub-market
for startups at the Muscat Stock
Exchange.

In a statement to Oman News
Agency, ASMED said that the
Royal Decree reflects the royal vi-
sion to support the private sector
and SMEs, enhance the business
environment, and ensure the
growth and sustainability of pio-
neering companies, contributing
to diversifying the national econ-
omy.

H E Halima bint Rashid al
Zar'iyah, Chairperson of the Au-
thority for Small and Medium En-
terprises Development, explained
that the establishment of this
market represents a qualitative
shift in empowering SMEs and
startups based on innovation. She
added that the establishment of
this sub-market encourages
SMEs, emerging and innovative
companies to enter the financial
market, providing new opportuni-
ties for investment and growth in
various economic sectors.

Muscat – Al Ramz Corporation,
a UAE-based leading financial
services institution with over 25
years of expertise in capital mar-
kets, has been granted a market
maker license by the Muscat
Stock Exchange (MSX), marking
a significant milestone in its re-
gional expansion strategy.

The license further strength-
ens Al Ramz’s role as a key en-
abler of market efficiency in the
GCC, bringing its proven mar-
ket-making expertise to Oman.
With a track record of enhancing
price discovery, narrowing
spreads, and stabilising trading
environments in the UAE, Al
Ramz is well-positioned to sup-
port MSX’s liquidity enhance-
ment goals under Oman Vision
2040.

In a press release, Karim
Shoeib, Group CEO – Investment
Banking, Al Ramz, said, “Expand-
ing our market-making opera-

tions into Oman is a strategic
step in our broader mission to
strengthen our presence across
the GCC. This expansion is
aligned with Oman Vision
2040’s commitment to devel-
oping capital markets and fos-
tering financial sustainability. As
we extend our reach, we remain
dedicated to playing a leading

role in regional markets by rein-
forcing investor confidence and
upholding the highest standards
of market integrity.”

He said, “Our confidence in
this expansion is rooted in the
strength of our business model,
which has evolved through the
development of advanced quan-
titative strategies, algorithmic

trading capabilities, and well-es-
tablished governance frame-
works. By optimising order flow,
enhancing price discovery, and
reducing volatility, we aim to
drive market efficiency while en-
suring responsible market prac-
tices. Backed by a highly skilled
team and cutting-edge technol-
ogy, we look forward to con-
tributing meaningfully to the
growth, resilience, and stability
of Oman’s financial ecosystem.”

Al Ramz’s most recent ex-
pansion underscores its com-
mitment to supporting regional
capital markets with best-in-
class market-making capabili-
ties. Leveraging insights from its
governance leadership in liquid-
ity provision, the firm remains
dedicated to fostering ethical
and sustainable financial mar-
kets while ensuring trans-
parency, market stability, and
regulatory alignment.

Our Correspondent
Muscat

At the beginning of February, the
Accounting and Auditing Organ-
isation for Islamic Financial Insti-
tutions (AAOIFI) held several
public hearings on
Sharia Standard 62.
According to
S&P Global Rat-
ings, this stan-
dard will shape
the future of
the sukuk mar-
ket.

S&P expects
that the AAOIFI will
likely grant issuers more
time to implement Sharia Stan-
dard 62. In its public hearing over
the weekend, the AAOIFI indi-
cated that it is likely to approve
Standard 62 in 2025, and issuers
will probably have between one
and three years to implement the

new requirements, depending on
the AAOIFI’s final decision.

"Depending on the final time-
line the AAOIFI sets for the mar-
ket, this development could
provide sukuk structurers with

more time to develop struc-
tures that strike a bal-

ance between
complying with

the new re-
q u i r e m e n t s
and making
the sukuk at-

tractive to
fixed-income in-

vestors, if this is
still possible," said

S&P Global Ratings credit
analyst Mohamed Damak.

"However, the adoption of the
standard could lead to a decline
in sukuk issuance," Damak
added.

If adopted as proposed, Sharia
Standard 62 would, in S&P’s

view, result in the sukuk market
shifting away from structures
where the sukuk sponsors' con-
tractual obligations underpin
their repayments, towards struc-
tures where the underlying as-
sets play a more prominent role.

Notwithstanding the addi-
tional time issuers will have to
adjust to the new requirements,
investors are likely to face new
risks related to asset perfor-
mance and value, S&P said.

“We continue to believe that
if the standard is adopted as pro-
posed, some investors and is-
suers may opt for alternatives to
the sukuk market, as issuing
sukuk may become more oner-
ous from a risk/reward perspec-
tive. This could also encourage
some adopters to move away
from the standards if their ability
to access the capital markets is
significantly restricted,” Damak
said.

Sukuk market likely to get more
time to adopt Standard 62: S&P

Promising Startups Market at MSX
to boost entrepreneurship: FSA

J
anuary 2025 clearly belonged
to Kuwait, as the Kuwait All
Share Index rose by 5.7%,
compared to the S&P GCC
Composite Index, which in-

creased by 3.0%. Several factors are
driving Kuwait's markets, including
optimism surrounding the new gov-
ernment and its focus on project
spending.

There has also been some move-
ment at the stock-specific level, no-
tably involving Gulf Bank’s proposed
merger with Boubyan Bank, which
was subsequently cancelled.
Kuwait's banking system, like those
of Saudi Arabia or Qatar, hosts only
a handful of banks, dominated by

Kuwait Finance House (KFH) and the
National Bank of Kuwait (NBK).
Among the stocks listed in Kuwait,
these two account for 46% of the
total market capitalisation. This cre-
ates a highly fragmented structure,
where other banks can achieve rea-
sonable scale only through mergers.
This trend is likely to be observed in
the other markets mentioned above
as businesses evolve. Merger consid-
erations will also revolve around Is-
lamic banking, which has proven to
be more profitable with the increas-
ing market size. When mid-sized and
smaller banks merge, it will shrink the
overall number of players to just a
few (from a handful).

Saudi Arabia has also made a
strong start to 2025, with a month-
to-date (MTD) and year-to-date
(YTD) gain of 3.1%, followed by Abu
Dhabi at 1.8% and Dubai at 0.4%. 

In my earlier report, I argued for
better storytelling of the GCC to
Emerging Market (EM) fund man-
agers to attract active managers to
the region. There are various ways to
do this, and one approach is to show-
case the metrics of GCC stocks pre-
sent in the MSCI EM index and
compare them to non-GCC stocks
within the same index.

For example, liquidity, as mea-

sured by the stock turnover ratio for
non-GCC stocks in the EM index,
was 1.26, compared to 0.61 for GCC
stocks (present in the EM index).
Some countries within the EM index,
such as China, enjoy a turnover ratio
of 4.5!

It is true that liquidity improves
once investor interest increases, but
it can also play out counterintuitively,
where investor interest can be con-
tingent on liquidity being available in
traded stocks. GCC stocks perform
better from a dividend yield perspec-
tive, with GCC stocks in the EM index
enjoying a dividend yield of 3.36%,
while the same for non-GCC EM
stocks stood at 2.69%. Interestingly,
India has a dividend yield of only
1.14%, while Brazil tops the list with
5.17%. On the return parameter, the
overall return-on-equity (RoE) of
GCC stocks, at 16.42%, is marginally
higher than 15.71% for non-GCC
stocks.

Trump has formally assumed of-
fice, and the Middle East is watching
on many fronts, including geopolitics,
investments, and oil prices. Trump is
advocating for lower oil prices (cur-
rently trading at $76.8 per barrel)
and higher inward investments from
the GCC, especially Saudi Arabia.
Both of these factors are negative for

the region. Saudi Arabia has pledged
$600bn of investment in the US over
the next few years, while Trump is
pushing for $1tn! Trump’s lack of in-
terest in climate change and renew-
ables may benefit the fossil fuel
industry, but he is also encouraging
US oil producers to increase output
in an effort to reduce oil prices.

If this trajectory holds, the region
may need to brace for more fiscal
deficits, likely resulting in higher
sovereign bond issuances. S&P
Global expects global sukuk is-
suances to reach about $190bn to
$200bn in 2025, with foreign cur-
rency-denominated issuances con-
tributing roughly $70bn to $80bn.
The GCC is projected to account for
the lion's share of these issuances.
Given Trump’s trade rhetoric, which
is likely to keep the US dollar strong,
the yields offered by GCC issuances
could be attractive to foreign in-
vestors looking to avoid emerging
market currency risks. Most GCC
countries’ currencies are pegged to
the US dollar.

Finally, a word about the ongoing
DeepSeek saga and its likely impact
on energy demand. I have written a
longer piece on DeepSeek in my
other newsletter, which focuses on
the global economy. However, in this

newsletter, I would like to assess the
impact of the DeepSeek saga from an
energy demand perspective. Energy
use by AI-based applications has be-
come a significant driver of energy
demand, as AI initiatives are highly
energy-intensive (like Bitcoin min-
ing). Data centres that employ thou-
sands of computers with high-end
chips must run models on a vast
scale and “train” the models to per-
form their intended tasks. In this pro-
cess, the estimated energy
consumption can be as large as the
energy use of an entire city! Hence,
we can see that energy consumption
is a key assumption in this AI land-
scape.

However, DeepSeek has ques-
tioned that assumption, claiming to
have developed a foundational AI
model that uses a fraction of the en-
ergy. If that is the case, the actual en-
ergy use for developing AI models
may not be as high as previously as-
sumed. This would affect a range of
industries, including utilities, power
plant operators, uranium producers,
natural gas pipeline operators, cool-
ing system operators, and nuclear
power. It could also be argued that
higher efficiency will lead to greater
AI model usage, which may ulti-
mately be energy accretive.

M.R. RAGHU,
CEO OF MARMORE
MENA INTELLIGENCE

The views and opinions expressed in this column are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of Muscat Daily or Apex Press & Publishing
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market-making
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Al Ramz Corporation gets market maker
license from Muscat Stock Exchange
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Washington, US – The US trade
deficit widened by 24.7%
month-on-month to $98.4bn in
December 2024, its highest
level since March 2022, ac-
cording to the Commerce De-
partment's Census Bureau on
Wednesday.

The figure was above the
market forecast of $96.5bn
while the trade gap for Novem-
ber was revised to $78.9bn.

As American businesses
hurried to stock up on goods
before US President Donald
Trump's tariffs took effect, im-
ports rose by 3.5% month-on-
month, reaching a
record-breaking $364.9bn.

Exports, on the other hand,
dropped 2.6% from a month
ago to $266.5bn.

For the whole 2024, the
goods and services deficit in-

creased 17% from the previous
year to $918.4bn.

Exports climbed 3.9% to
$3.2tn and imports went up
6.6% to $4.1tn.

The largest trade gaps were
recorded with China
($295.4bn), the EU ($235.6bn)
and Mexico ($171.8bn). The
trade deficit with Canada stood
at $63.34bn.
Anadolu Agency
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Piero Cingari

Gold's relentless rise has
stunned markets, shattering
price records and climbing
nearly 10% since the start of the
year, a pace of growth not wit-
nessed since 1980 over the same
time frame, leaving investors
questioning whether this rally
signals the dawn of a new gold
era.

As central banks speed up
purchases and geopolitical ten-
sions fuel demand for safe-
haven assets, many are
wondering whether this is the
beginning of a new era for gold.

On Wednesday morning
trading in Europe, gold surged
above $2,870 per ounce, contin-
uing its impressive rally as in-
vestors - particularly central
banks – flocked to bullion amid
growing economic uncertainty. 

While gold typically benefits
from a weaker US dollar, falling
Treasury yields, or expectations
of Federal Reserve interest rate
cuts, this time, the rally appears
to be fuelled by deeper structural
forces.

Otavio Costa, macro strate-
gist at Crescat Capital, said that
"the world is experiencing a real-
time history lesson on the signif-
icance of gold". According to
Costa, several macroeconomic
forces are pushing gold higher,
highlighting a combination of
factors reminiscent of past eco-
nomic crises.

Government debt levels have
reached historic highs, echoing
the debt problem of the 1940s
while inflationary pressures are
mounting in a way that resem-
bles the challenges of the 1970s. 

Meanwhile, extreme asset
valuations in equity markets
bring back memories of the fi-
nancial excesses of the 1920s
and 1990s. With the US fiscal
deficit widening and G7
economies entering a period of
manufacturing revitalisation and
deglobalisation, gold is increas-
ingly considered to be a hedge
against financial instability.

Central banks lead
the charge
A key factor behind gold's bullish
trend is the unprecedented pace
of purchases by central bank.   In
2024 alone, central banks ac-
quired more than 1,000 tonnes
of gold for the third consecutive

year, with buying accelerating
sharply in the fourth quarter to
333 tonnes, according to the lat-
est World Gold Council report.

"Global reserve allocations to
gold have doubled over the past
10 years, and this is likely to be
an ongoing trend given concerns
around US fiscal sustainability
and geopolitics", said Callum
Thomas, head of research at
Topdown Charts.

According to Goldman Sachs
estimates, since the freezing of
Russia's central bank assets in
2022, global central bank de-
mand on the London over-the-
counter market has surged
fivefold, reflecting growing fears
of potential financial restrictions.

Goldman Sachs remains
bullish on gold, maintaining its
long position as its "highest con-
viction trade" across commodi-
ties. 

"We continue to see value in
long gold positions as a hedge
against several tail risks, such as
tariff escalation, geopolitical oil
supply disruptions, and debt
fears," said Samantha Dart, com-
modities analyst at Goldman
Sachs.

Is London running
out of gold?
Amid gold's price surge, reports
have emerged of disruptions in
the London gold market, with
traders scrambling to borrow bul-
lion from central banks as ship-
ments to the US see a spike. 

Reuters reported last week
that the Bank of England, which
stores gold for central banks, is
experiencing withdrawal delays

of up to four weeks – far longer
than the usual few days.

This rush stems from traders
hedging risks on the COMEX ex-
change and capitalising on a price
premium between US futures
and London spot prices. 

However, Ross Norman, CEO
at Metals Daily, dismissed con-
cerns: "The situation is tempo-
rary and mainly a logistical
reshuffling, not a fundamental
shortage of gold." 

Gold is being moved from
London to New York via Switzer-
land because US buyers require
smaller kilobars instead of the
standard 400-ounce bars. Swiss
refineries are busy converting the
gold, which has caused delays
but is a normal process in the

gold market.
Norman believes the concerns

have been overblown. "My first
thoughts are - OK, to put that into
perspective, that's actually about
a couple of average trading days'
volume or turnover for the Lon-
don gold market - interesting, but
only maybe," he said.

London still holds about 8,710
tonnes of gold, according to Lon-
don Bullion Market Association
vault statistics. While 435 tonnes
have moved to New York, this re-
mains a fraction of the overall
supply.

Despite gold's rapid ascent,
some indicators suggest the rally
is far from over. 

Unlike previous gold bull mar-
kets, exchange-traded fund flows
remain muted, retail investors
have low allocations, and media
coverage has yet to reach eu-
phoric levels—signs that senti-
ment is not yet overheated.

Thomas said that his data
shows ETF outflows, low retail in-
vestor allocations, and media ap-
athy, which suggests there is still
room for gold to extend its gains.

With both structural and cycli-
cal factors still in play, gold's bull
market appears well-supported
for now. 

Whether this is the start of a
sustained new gold rush or just
another cyclical upswing remains
to be seen, but for now, investors
and central banks alike are bet-
ting big on bullion.
(Source: Euronews.com)

Abu Dhabi, UAE – Dr Thani bin
Ahmed al Zeyoudi, Minister of
State for Foreign Trade, stated
that the UAE's non-oil foreign
trade has continued its upward
trajectory, reaching AED3tn in
2024, with a record annual in-
crease of 14.6% compared to
2023.

In statements to the Emi-
rates News Agency (WAM),
Dr Zeyoudi said, ‘’Guided by the
strategic vision of the national
leadership, the UAE’s foreign
trade continues its remarkable
upward trajectory. In 2024, our
non-oil foreign trade reached
an all-time high of AED2.997tn,
increasing by 14.6% on 2023
against a global trade growth
average of around 2.4%. The
milestone also means we have
achieved 75% of the AED4tn
target set in the ‘We the UAE
2031’ national vision with seven
full years remaining."

He further stated, “The ex-
pansion of foreign trade is the
centrepiece of our national eco-
nomic strategy and, through
our Comprehensive Economic

Partnership Agreement (CEPA)
programme, we are expanding
opportunities for our private
sector by enhancing access to
high-growth markets around
the world. In 2024, we have
been able to see the positive
impact of this program. Total
exports to CEPA partner coun-
tries reached AED135 billion in
2024, an increase of 42.3% and
contributing 24% of our total
non-oil exports. India and
Türkiye are the two leading
destinations for non-oil ex-
ports.”

Zeyoudi concluded, “Impor-
tantly, the record trade figures
posted in 2024 reflect the dy-
namism and agility of our econ-
omy, one that has remained
open to the world’s trade, talent
and investment. Moreover,
they underline the fact that we
are not only on the right path
but paving the way for others to
follow – and we look forward to
adding more CEPA partners in
2025 and beyond to share in
this success.”
WAM

UAE’s non-oil trade hits AED3tn in 2024

Central banks fuel gold’s
record-breaking rally

US trade deficit hits highest since 2022

The expansion of foreign trade is 
the centrepiece of our national 
economic strategy and, through 
our Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership Agreement (CEPA) 
programme 
DR THANI BIN AHMED AL ZEYOUDI

On Wednesday morning trading in 
Europe, gold surged above $2,870 per
ounce, continuing its impressive rally
as investors flocked to bullion amid
growing economic uncertainty
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Oman Post proudly embraces its
role as a custodian of Oman’s
history and heritage, commemo-
rating pivotal national and histor-
ical events through its
meticulously crafted stamp col-
lections. 

Each stamp issuance tells a
timeless story, celebrating
Oman’s journey and accomplish-
ments while inspiring pride in fu-
ture generations, a press release
said.

For decades, Oman Post has
served as a storyteller of Oman’s
legacy, crafting artful stamps
that transcend functionality to
become enduring symbols of
cultural pride and heritage.
These commemorative collec-
tions celebrate the breadth of
Omani identity, honoring na-
tional celebrations, cultural mile-
stones, and historical events.
Oman Post now extends its nar-
rative to a global audience by
collaborating with international
postal providers, reinforcing its

commitment to cultural ex-
change and fostering interna-
tional co-operation.

Among its most notable re-
cent releases is the commemo-
rative stamp esteeming the 5th
anniversary of His Majesty Sul-
tan Haitham bin Tarik’s acces-
sion to power. This special
edition stamp highlights the pil-
lars of Oman Vision 2040: Econ-

omy & Development, People and
Society, Governance & Institu-
tional Performance, and Sustain-
able Environment. Symbolising
the sultanate’s remarkable
progress, it embodies the aspira-
tions and victories realized under
His Majesty’s visionary leader-
ship, paving the way for a pros-
perous future.

Building on its tradition of

commemorating national feats,
Oman Post recently unveiled the
280th Anniversary of the Al Bu-
said Dynasty’s Reign stamp col-
lection. This collection signifies
280 years of transformative
leadership, paying tribute to the
dynasty’s enduring impact on
Oman’s past, present and future.
Featuring portraits of notable
leaders from the Al Busaid Dy-

nasty, the stamps are crafted
with exceptional artistry, show-
casing a regal palette of deep
reds, greens, and gold accents
that reflect Oman’s royal and
cultural heritage.

Oman Post’s dedication to
preserving Oman’s history en-
sures that the nation’s most sig-
nificant attainment continue to
resonate with collectors.

Sony Middle East and Africa re-
vealed Donell Gumiran as United
Arab Emirates National Award
winner for the Sony World Pho-
tography Awards 2025.

The National and Regional
Awards programme is an initia-
tive set up by Sony and Creo
under its photography strand the
World Photography Organisa-
tion to support local photo-
graphic communities around the
world, with 56 countries taking
part this year, a  press release
said. 

Across this year’s Awards
over 419,000 images from over
200 countries and territories
were submitted to the Sony
World Photography Awards
2025. National and Regional
Award winners were selected
from the Open competition,
which champions the best sin-
gle images taken in the past
year.

Donell Gumiran was anony-
mously selected by judges for
his photograph ‘A Timeless Tra-
dition,’ entered into the Lifestyle
category of the Open competi-
tion. This photograph captures
a moment as an Emirati woman
stands by the Corniche seaside
in Abu Dhabi, with an old fisher-
man’s boat in the foreground,
gazing thoughtfully at the hori-

zon. Dressed in traditional attire,
she exudes a sense of pride and
strength. The photographer
notes that she ‘embodies the
rich heritage of Arab culture.’
The tranquil sea in front of her
symbolises a deep connection
to the land and the traditions
that shape Emirati identity.

Donell Gumiran's acclaimed
photographs and articles have
been featured in esteemed pub-
lications such as National Geo-
graphic España, Forbes, BBC
News, and Vogue. His photo-
graphic endeavors have led him
around the world, showcasing
his work in galleries and at inter-
national competitions in cities
like London, Paris, Berlin, Tokyo,
Abu Dhabi, Madrid, New York,
and Moscow. 

Gumiran said: “I am truly
grateful to be chosen as the
UAE National Award winner for
the Sony World Photography
Awards 2025. Photography al-
lows me to tell stories and cap-
ture moments that matter. ‘A
Timeless Tradition’ is special to
me because it reflects the rich
culture and heritage of the UAE.
I’m thankful to Sony and the
World Photography Organisa-
tion for giving photographers
like me a chance to share our
work with the world.”

Oman Post celebrates the
sultanate’s rich heritage

This Valentine’s Day, The St
Regis Al Mouj Muscat Resort in-
vites couples to immerse them-
selves in a realm of elegance and
intimacy, featuring thoughtfully
curated experiences designed to
create unforgettable moments
together. With exclusive offer-
ings ranging from private suite
getaways to enchanting beach-
side dinners, the resort promises
an unforgettable celebration of
love. 

The ultimate romantic escape
awaits at the Pearl Suite, where
breathtaking views and a sophis-
ticated ambiance set the stage
for an intimate one-day romantic
retreat. As the sun sets, couples

will be treated to a private bal-
cony dinner, with every detail,
from the gourmet menu to the

candlelit setting, meticulously
curated for an intimate evening
under the stars, a press release

said. 
Zorba invites guests to em-

brace a one-of-a-kind beachfront
transformation creating a sanc-
tuary of love and serenity, which
presents two captivating options.
The Valentine’s Day Beachside
Cabana Dinner provides a
dreamy setting with soft lantern
glow, live entertainment, and a
curated menu for two in an idyllic
secluded beach location. Alter-
natively, guests can savor a spe-
cially crafted Valentine’s Set
Menu Dinner at Zorba, where
exquisite flavors and an enchant-
ing beachfront atmosphere
come together to create a truly
magical dining experience.

Couples can immerse them-
selves in a journey of relaxation
and connection at the renowned
Guerlain Spa with a serene
Valentine’s experience. Indulge
in a 90-minute rejuvenating cou-
ple’s massage followed by a 30-
minute romantic bath ritual
designed to relax and refresh the
senses. For those seeking an ele-
vated offering, the Guerlain Spa
has collaborated with Novikov
Café to offer a seamless blend of
wellness and culinary delight.
After the soothing treatments,
couples can enjoy a sharing-style
set menu paired with a refresh-
ing beverage of their choice at
Novikov Café.

The St Regis Al Mouj Muscat offers V-day experiences

Sony ME World
Photography
Award presented

Reinforcing its commitment to
empowering Omani talent and
elevating the nation’s presence
on the global stage, Sohar Inter-
national has proudly renewed its
sponsorship agreement with cel-
ebrated Omani racing driver,
Ahmad al Harthy, for the 2025
FIA World Endurance Champi-
onship (FIA WEC).

The agreement was signed by
Abdul Wahid al Murshidi, Acting
CEO of Sohar International, and
Ahmad al Harthi at the Water-
front building marking a contin-
ued partnership that first
commenced in 2022, a press re-
lease said.

This collaboration aligns with
Sohar International’s vision of
fostering excellence, leadership,
and national pride through
strategic alliances. Harthy, a pio-
neering figure in Omani motor-
sport and the first sportsperson

to receive a Royal Commenda-
tion from His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik, exemplifies
the values of determination and
success that the bank upholds.

Reflecting on the renewed
partnership, Murshidi said,
“Ahmad Al Harthy has consis-
tently demonstrated persever-
ance and excellence on the
global motorsport stage, em-
bodying the same agility and re-
silience that define Sohar
International. We take great
pride in supporting homegrown
talent who not only carry the
Omani flag internationally but
also inspire the next generation
to push boundaries and achieve
greatness. Our financial services,
vision, and values align seam-
lessly with Ahmad’s approach to
racing and his role as a distin-
guished ambassador for Oman.
He has accomplished much in

his remarkable motorsport ca-
reer, and this year holds great
promise. Sohar International is
proud to support him as he takes
on the biggest challenge of his
career yet.”

Harthy will compete for a sec-
ond season with BMW and
Team WRT in the FIA WEC,
driving the high-profile No 46
BMW M4 LMGT3 alongside leg-
endary motorsport figures
Valentino Rossi and Kelvin van
der Linde. This marks his third
year in the global endurance
championship, further strength-
ening Oman’s representation on
the world stage.

Harthy expressed his enthusi-
asm, saying, “I’m really delighted
to have Sohar International on-
board for our 2025 season, fo-
cused on the FIA World
Endurance Championship with
BMW and Team WRT.”

Sohar International renews
partnership with Al Harthy

Under the patronage of Sheikh
Mohamed bin Zayed al Nahyan,
president of the United Arab
Emirates, Sheikh Abdullah bin
Zayed al Nahyan, Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Foreign
Affairs and International Coop-
eration, attended the ceremony
of the sixth edition of the Zayed
Award for Human Fraternity. 

Held on Tuesday at the
Founder’s Memorial in Abu
Dhabi, the ceremony gathered
world leaders, dignitaries, and
humanitarian advocates, includ-
ing president of East Timor José
Ramos-Horta, Sheikh Nahyan
bin Mubarak al Nahyan, Minister
of Tolerance and Coexistence,
Sheikh Khalifa bin Mohammed
bin Khalid al Nahyan, chairman
of the Wajib Volunteer Associa-

tion, Sheikh Zayed bin Hamad al
Nahyan, chairman of The
Founder’s Office, Sheikh
Shakhboot Nahyan al Nahyan,
cabinet member and Minister of
State in the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Abdullah bin Sultan bin
Awad al Nuaimi, Minister of Jus-
tice, Noura al Kaabi, Minister of
State, Ahmed bin Ali al Sayegh,
Minister of State, Sheikh Salem
Bin Khalid al Qassimi, Minister
of Culture, Mohamed Khalifa al
Mubarak, chairman of the De-
partment of Culture and
Tourism Abu Dhabi, Dr
Mugheer Khamis al Khaili, chair-
man of the Department of Com-
munity Development, First Lady
of Colombia Verónica del So-
corro Alcocer García, and former
president of the European Coun-

cil Charles Michel. 
The event – with the theme

‘Tapestry of Humanity’ - opened
with a moving performance by
18-year-old sight-impaired In-
donesian singer Putri Ariani and
Emirati pianist Rashed Al Mar-
zooqi. 

The ceremony coincided with
the UN-recognised International
Day of Human Fraternity, which
commemorates the signing of
the Abu Dhabi Document on
Human Fraternity by His Holi-
ness Pope Francis, head of the
Catholic Church, and His Emi-
nence Ahmed al Tayeb, Grand
Imam of Al Azhar, on February
4, 2019. 

The Zayed Award for Human
Fraternity recognised three hon-
ourees, namely Prime Minister

of Barbados Mia Amor Mottley,
SC, MP, for her visionary leader-
ship and climate advocacy,
World Central Kitchen (WCK) -
founded by Chef José Andrés -
for the organisation’s relentless
commitment to providing food
relief in conflict zones and fol-
lowing natural disasters, and 15-
year-old health innovator
Heman Bekele for his efforts in
developing a cancer-fighting
soap to treat early-stage skin
cancer.

Mia Amor Mottley received
the award for her bold leader-
ship on climate action. Heman
Bekele received the award for his
ambition to save the lives of the
most vulnerable and his vision of
accessible and affordable
healthcare.

Human Fraternity awards recognise 2025
honourees among world leaders in UAE
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Washington, D.C., US - Robert
F Kennedy Jr’s candidacy 
for Secretary of Health 
and Human Services in US
President Donald Trump’s new
administration received a
boost on Tuesday when the
United State Senate Commit-
tee on Finance voted to ad-
vance his nomination to the
full Senate for a confirmation
vote.

Trump’s nomination of
Kennedy for the key public
health role has been consid-
ered controversial due to the
latter’s role in the anti-vaccine
movement.

National health groups,
Democrats, the Wall Street
Journal and New York Post edi-
torial boards and even family
members had all voiced oppo-
sition to his nomination.

Vote fell 
along party lines
But the committee on Tuesday
voted 14-13 to advance Kennedy
‘favourably’ to a final vote.

While all the Democrats on
the committee voted against
Kennedy, all the Republicans
voted in favour, including Sena-
tor Bill Cassidy of Louisiana, a
physician who admitted last
week that, as a medical doctor

who also chairs the Health, Ed-
ucation, Labour, and Pensions
Committee, he was ‘struggling’
with the decision.

As the vote was occurring,
Cassidy posted on social media
that he conducted ‘very intense
conversations’ with Kennedy
and the White House over the
weekend, thanking Vice-Presi-
dent J D Vance in particular for
his ‘honest counsel’.

He said: “With the serious
commitments I’ve received from
the administration and the op-
portunity to make progress on
the issues we agree on like
healthy foods and a pro-Ameri-
can agenda, I will vote yes.”

If confirmed in the full Senate,
which could happen as early as
this week, Kennedy will oversee
more than US$3tn in healthcare
spending, including the agency

in charge of the Medicare and
Medicaid

Despite spreading doubts
about the efficacy and safety of
vaccines which are proven to
have helped curb disease and
prevent deaths for decades,
Kennedy disputes anti-vaccine
characterisation and has said he
would not prevent Americans
from getting inoculations.
DW

US Senate committee advances RFK Jr health sec nomination

Robert F Kennedy Jr

President Trump orders US
withdrawal from UN bodies
Washington, D.C., US - President
Donald Trump on Tuesday
signed an executive order with-
drawing the US from the United
Nations’ Human Rights Council
(UNHRC).

The order is also prompting a
review of US funding for the
United Nations.

Trump also ordered a US with-
drawal from the UN relief agency
for Palestinians (UNRWA).

He said that Washington in-
tends to review its involvement in
the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organiza-
tion (UNESCO).

Trump pulled the US out of
UNHRC in 2018 during his first
term in office. Former President
Joe Biden reinstated the US’
membership of the organisation
in 2021.

UN Secretary-General Anto-
nio Guterres ‘has worked tire-
lessly to implement many
reforms ... to increase efficiency
and innovation’, his spokesper-
son Stephane Dujarric said in re-
sponse to Trump’s
announcement.

“US support for the United
Nations has saved countless lives
and advanced global security,” he
said. 

“The Secretary-General looks
forward to continuing his produc-

tive relationship with President
Trump and the US Government
to strengthen that relationship in
today’s turbulent world.”

‘UN is biased 
against Washington’
White House staff secretary Will
Scharf claimed there was an

‘anti-American bias’ at the UN
agencies.

“More generally, the executive
order calls for review of Ameri-
can involvement and funding in
the UN in light of the wild dispar-
ities and levels of funding among
different countries,” said Scharf.

Meanwhile, Trump said the

UN has ‘tremendous potential’
but that it is ‘not being well run’.

“It should be funded by every-
body, but we’re disproportionate,
as we always seem to be,” he
said.

UN has ‘got to get their act to-
gether’, says Trump

The intergovernmental organ-
isation has ‘got to get their act to-
gether’, Trump told reporters.
“It’s not being well run, to be hon-
est and they’re not doing the job.”

“A lot of these conflicts that
we’re working on should be set-
tled, or at least we should have
some help in settling them. We
never seem to get help. That
should be the primary purpose of
the United Nations,” Trump
added.

Trump has vehemently cam-
paigned against the United
States’ funding of multilateral
bodies, during both his first term
and as he embarks on his second
as president, calling for other na-
tions to up their contributions, in
particular in relation to the NATO
military alliance.

The 47 members of the UN
Human Rights Council are
elected by the General Assembly
to three-year terms, with the US
ending its latest term on Decem-
ber 31.
DW

US President Donald Trump 

More generally, the executive order
calls for review of US involvement
and funding in the UN in light of the
wild disparities and levels of 
funding among different countries 
WILL SCHARF 

Ismaili Muslim
leader Aga Khan
dies at 88

Sudan: Is it countdown for war?

Lisbon, Portugal - The Aga Khan,
imam of the Ismaili Muslims, has
died ‘peacefully’ at the age of 88
in Lisbon, his foundation an-
nounced on Tuesday.

“His Highness Prince Karim
Al-Hussaini, Aga Khan IV, 49th
hereditary Imam of the Shia Is-
maili Muslims and direct descen-
dant of the Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him), passed
away peacefully in Lisbon on 4
February 2025, aged 88, sur-
rounded by his family,” the Aga
Khan Foundation posted on so-
cial media.

“The announcement of his
designated successor will fol-
low,” it added in relation to who
could become the fifth person to
hold the post since the 19th cen-
tury.

Who was 
the Aga Khan?
Considered by those that fol-
lowed him to be a direct descen-
dant of the Prophet Muhammad,
the Aga Khan became the spiri-
tual leader of the Ismaili Muslims
at the age of 20 as a Harvard un-
dergraduate. He poured a mate-
rial empire built on billions of
dollars in tithes into constructing
homes, hospitals and schools in
developing countries. 

Present most notably in cen-
tral and southern Asia, Africa
and the Middle East, the Ismaili
community numbers some 12mn
to 15mn people, according to its
website. It is a branch of Shiite
Islam.
DW

Khartoum, Sudan - The most re-
cent advances by the Sudanese
Armed Forces (SAF) against the
paramilitary Rapid Support
Forces (RSF) in Sudan’s capital
Khartoum and the nearby city of
Omdurman indicate a change to
the bitter and bloody stalemate
that has dominated the past
months of the Sudanese war.

Last week, General Abdel-
Fattah Burhan, who heads the
SAF, returned to headquarters in
Khartoum for the first time in al-
most two years. Earlier in Jan-
uary, the SAF had managed to
recapture the strategically im-
portant city of Wad Madani,
which is around 180km (110
miles) south of Khartoum.

“When Wad Madani fell to
the Rapid Support Forces in De-
cember 2023, a shock went
through the entire country,”
Hager Ali, a researcher at the
German Institute for Global and
Area Studies, told DW.

“The Sudanese lost confi-
dence in the Sudanese Armed
Forces’ ability, which is why Wad
Madani is seared into the peo-
ples’ memories as a watershed
moment,” she added.

The RSF had burned crops,
razed fields and destroyed farm-
ing equipment. 

“They weaponised hunger
against the people of Sudan in
order to establish control,” Ali
explained, adding that ‘this was
the moment when food insecu-
rity not only became worse by a
hundred-fold, it also became
something that nobody is going
to be able to remedy for the fore-
seeable future’. 

Owing to the loss of vital in-
frastructure in the central city,
‘the tactical and strategic signifi-
cance that Wad Madani had a
year ago as Sudan’s breadbasket
is almost gone’.

Darfur as the next and
last battle?
Since the RFS’ loss of Wad
Madani, many of its paramilitary
fighters have retreated to
Sudan’s western Darfur region,
where the RSF control four out of
five districts. “The countdown for
an end of the war has begun, the
field of war has moved to El
Fasher, the capital of North Dar-
fur,” Osman Mirghani, the edi-
tor-in-chief of the Sudanese
newspaper Al-Tayar, told DW’s
radio show Sudan Now.

El Fasher has been under a
siege by the RSF since May
2024. According to UN esti-
mates, the humanitarian situa-
tion in Darfur has become
particularly dire. Some 1.6mn

people are displaced from North
Darfur alone, around two million
people are facing extreme food
insecurity, while 320,000 are al-
ready in famine conditions.

Sudanese civilians across the
country have been bearing the
brunt of the conflict, which broke
out in April 2023 when General
Abdel-Fattah Burhan fell out with
his former deputy General Mo-
hammed Hamdan Dagalo over
the integration of the paramili-
tary RSF into the regular army.
Clashes between both forces and
their allies killed tens of thou-
sands of civilians and displaced
more than 12mn. Over 30mn Su-
danese, over half of them chil-
dren, are in need of humanitarian
aid.

According to the US-based
global relief organisation Interna-
tional Rescue Committee,
Sudan’s war has triggered the
‘largest humanitarian crisis ever
recorded’.
DW

After the Sudanese Armed Forces recaptured Khartoum, Omdurman and

Wad Madani, Sudanese are hoping that the bloody war between the two

generals will come to an end after almost two years



Washington, D.C., US - The US
Agency for International Devel-
opment (USAID) has an-
nounced that all its direct hire
personnel will be put on admin-
istrative leave worldwide, as
President Donald Trump’s or-
ders to merge the agency with
the State Department come into
force.

In a statement on its website
late on Tuesday, the agency said
it was currently putting together
a plan, alongside the State De-
partment, to recall USAID per-
sonnel stationed abroad within
30 days.

“The Agency will consider
case-by-case exceptions and re-
turn travel extensions based on
personal or family hardship, mo-
bility or safety concerns, or
other reasons,” the statement
read. This would include depen-
dents’ school term schedules,
medical needs and pregnancy.

The decision to put staff on
leave will exclude ‘personnel re-
sponsible for mission-critical
functions, core leadership and
specially designated pro-
grammes’, the statement said.

“Thank you for your service,”
said the organisation, which has
been providing humanitarian as-
sistance worldwide as a form of
US soft power since it was es-
tablished in 1961.

Trump froze foreign aid as
soon as he was inaugurated and
tasked billionaire Elon Musk,
whom he appointed as head of
the Department of Government
Efficiency (DOGE), with scaling

down USAID.
Musk has called USAID ‘a

viper’s nest of radical-left Marx-
ists who hate America’ and has
vowed to shut it down.

The agency’s website was
down during the weekend, and
only returned on Tuesday to an-
nounce the leaves.

USAID has a workforce of
over 10,000, with some two-
thirds serving overseas in more

than 60 country and regional
missions, as per figures from the
Congressional Research Service
(CRS).

Meanwhile, the US Senate
approved the nomination of
Pam Bondi as attorney general
on Tuesday.

President Donald Trump’s
pick was confirmed in a 54-46
vote.

Bondi, the former attorney
general of the state of Florida,
faced grilling from lawmakers
about whether she would main-
tain the Justice Department’s
independence if confirmed to
the office.

At her confirmation hearing
last month, Bondi claimed that
during the last four years, the
Justice Department has been
‘weaponised’ to go after Trump.

“If confirmed, I will work to
restore confidence and integrity
to the Department of Justice -
and each of its components.
Under my watch, the partisan
weaponisation of the Depart-
ment of Justice will end,” she
said.
Agencies
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30 more Palestinians held in West Bank

Ramallah, Palestine - The Israeli
army rounded up at least 30
more Palestinians in fresh mili-
tary raids in the occupied West
Bank, according to prisoners’ af-
fairs groups on Wednesday.

A child and former prisoners
were among the detainees in the
raids that targeted East
Jerusalem, Hebron, Tubas,
Tulkarem, Qalqilya, Nablus, and
Ramallah, the Commission of
Detainees’ Affairs and the Pales-
tinian Prisoner Society said in a
joint statement.

The Israeli army conducted
field interrogations with dozens
of Palestinians in several towns
and refugee camps across the
West Bank, the statement said.

On January 21, the Israeli
army launched an assault on
Jenin city and its refugee camp
that was later expanded to the
city of Tulkarem, where dozens
of Palestinians' homes were det-
onated, displacing thousands of
people. And on Sunday, the army

extended its offensive to the
town of Tammun and Al-Far’a
refugee camp in Tubas city in the
northern West Bank.

The new arrests brought the

number of Palestinians detained
by the Israeli army in the West
Bank since October 2023 to over
14,300, including those who
were released after being ar-

rested, according to Palestinian
figures.

The figure does not include
those arrested from the Gaza
Strip, whose numbers are esti-

mated to be in the thousands.
Palestinian rights groups esti-

mate the number of Palestinian
prisoners still languishing in Is-
raeli jails at over 10,000, includ-
ing 3,379 held under Israel’s
policy of administrative detention
without charge or trial.

Over the past few years, the
Israeli military has conducted
regular raids in the West Bank,
which have escalated with the
beginning of the war on Gaza on

October 7, 2023. Palestinians
have also been violently attacked
by illegal Israeli settlers.

At least 905 Palestinians have
since been killed and over 7,000
others injured by Israeli army fire
in the occupied territory, accord-
ing to the Health Ministry.

In July 2024, the International
Court of Justice declared Israel's
decades-long occupation of
Palestinian land illegal and de-
manded the evacuation of all ex-

isting settlements in the West
Bank and East Jerusalem.

The Israeli army’s offensive in
the occupied northern West
Bank entered its 16th day on
Wednesday as troops continued
raids on Palestinian homes.

5,000 families
displaced
Israel’s military operation in the
northern occupied West Bank
has displaced 5,000 Palestinian
families since January 21, accord-
ing to Palestinian data released
on Tuesday.

The Palestinian prime minis-
ter’s office issued a statement
following a meeting in Ramallah,
chaired by Prime Minister Mo-
hammad Mustafa and attended
by representatives from govern-
ment agencies handling emer-
gency response efforts.

The statement said the meet-
ing focused on ‘intensifying joint
efforts to enhance humanitarian
interventions in northern West
Bank areas (affected by the Israeli
assault)’.The Israeli operation has
forced the displacement of nearly
5,000 families from Jenin and
Tulkarem refugee camps.

It highlighted the “escalation
of home demolitions and
widespread destruction of infras-
tructure and civilian property (by
the Israeli army), particularly
after the offensive expanded to
include Al-Far’a refugee camp
and the town of Tammun in
Tubas Governorate’.
Anadolu Agency

USAID puts staff on leave worldwide

Istanbul, Turkey - Turkish For-
eign Minister Hakan Fidan said
on Wednesday that the post-
Assad Syrian administration has
no plans involving either a feder-
ation or autonomous regions.

Speaking at Anadolu’s Editors’
Desk in the capital Ankara, Fidan
addressed key regional issues, in-
cluding Syria’s stance on terror-
ism and security cooperation.

Fidan emphasised the impor-
tance of Tuesday’s talks between
Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan and Syrian President
Ahmad al-Sharaa, saying the dis-
cussions covered key issues such
as Syria’s reconstruction, border
security, and counterterrorism
efforts against terrorist groups
PKK/YPG and ISIS (Daesh).

“Our number-one expectation
from Ahmad al-Sharaa... is to
take ownership of the country’s

problems and resolve them. We
expect them to address issues
that pose a threat to Turkey and
the region.

“We have the same expecta-
tions from Syria, Iraq, and Iran.
Just as we do not produce threats

for our neighbouring countries,
we also expect our neighbours
not to pose any threats to us
under any circumstances. This is
our top priority,” Fidan said.

He added that Ahmad al-
Sharaa’s position on the terrorist

group PKK/YPG is ‘extremely
clear’ and meets Turkey’s secu-
rity needs. Fidan said Syria would
send back or ‘eliminate’ all PKK
terrorists who have come from
various countries ‘to ensure its
national unity’.

US plans to withdraw
Meanwhile, the US Department
of Defence is drafting plans to
withdraw all US troops from Syria
within 30, 60, or 90 days, two US
defence officials told NBC News
on Tuesday.

According to the officials,
President Donald Trump and of-
ficials close to him recently
showed interest in withdrawing
troops from Syria, prompting the
Pentagon to start drafting plans
for a complete pullout within 30,
60, or 90 days.

Meanwhile, Trump’s newly
appointed national security ad-
viser, Mike Waltz, spent on Fri-
day at the US Central Command
headquarters in Tampa, Florida

and there, he met with senior mil-
itary leaders and received brief-
ings on the Middle East, the
defence officials said.

A White House official stated
that the potential reduction of US
forces in Syria was not a subject
of the briefings or the purpose of
Waltz’s visit.

“It’s good for NSA Waltz to
visit CENTCOM to get a sense of
the entire region,” the White
House official said, noting that Is-
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu visited the White
House on Tuesday and that Jor-
dan’s King Abdullah is scheduled
to visit next week. Last week,
Trump had said the US ‘will make
a determination’ regarding the
troops in Syria following a report
that said he intends to withdraw
American forces.
Anadolu Agency

Syria has no plans for federation, autonomous regions, says Turkish FM

Meanwhile, the US
Department of 
Defence is drafting
plans to withdraw
all US troops from
Syria within 30, 60,
or 90 days

A child and
former
prisoners were
among the
detainees in
the raids that
targeted
several cities

Speaking at Anadolu’s Editors’ Desk in Ankara, Fidan addressed key regional issues, including Syria’s stance on terrorism and security cooperation

The new arrests brought the number of Palestinians detained 
by the Israeli army in the West Bank since October 2023 to 
over 14,300, including those who were released after being 
arrested, according to Palestinian figures on Wednesday

Israel’s military operation in the northern occupied West Bank has displaced 5,000 Palestinian families since January 21, according to Palestinian data released on Tuesday
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DRC calls for withdrawal of M23 rebels from Goma
Johannesburg, SA - The Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo called
for the withdrawal of M23 rebels
as well as Rwandan forces from
the eastern city of Goma.

“We need to see concrete ac-
tion, what really this means is to
have the evidence that this is not
a cosmetic fix,” Foreign Minister
Therese Kayikwamba Wagner
told South African broadcaster
Newzroom Afrika about the uni-
lateral ceasefire declared by M23
rebels. M23 on Monday declared
a ceasefire after two weeks of
clashes with the Congolese army
for the control of Goma.

According to the UN, over
900 people have been killed in
the clashes and 2,880 injured.

“For humanitarian solutions
and for humanitarian access to
be reestablished first of all, we
would need Goma to be demili-
tarised,” Wagner said, calling for

the M23 rebels and the Rwanda
forces to leave immediately.

Wagner said the Rwandan
forces and the M23 allegedly cut
off water and electricity supply
and all access roads leading to

and from Goma.
Rwanda’s President Paul

Kagame has frequently denied
claims that his country supports
the M23 rebels. Declining to deny
the presence of Rwandan forces

in Goma as claimed by Kin-
shahsa, Kagame told CNN he
does ‘not know’ if his country’s
troops are in Goma, where fight-
ing between the M23 armed
group and Congolese soldiers has

killed hundreds.
M23 claims its fight is driven

by grievances about alleged dis-
crimination against Tutsi com-
munities in the region.

Congolese government
spokesman Patrick Muyaya on
Tuesday called the unilateral
ceasefire declared by rebels as
‘false communication’.

But ‘all we are waiting for is the
withdrawal of the M23’, said
Muyaya.
Anadolu Agency

Stockholm, Sweden - The
death toll from a shooting in a
central Sweden school has
risen to 11, with the perpetrator
believed to be among the
dead, police said on Wednes-
day. Authorities are yet to con-
firm the number of injured,
with police warning that the
death toll could rise, the SVT
broadcaster reported.

“We do not have a com-
plete picture at this time re-
garding the number of injured,”
police spokesman Fredrik
Svedemyr said.

He added that the situation
remains uncertain for those re-
ceiving medical treatment.

“Since we also do not have
any information about the in-
jury situation for those being

treated in hospital, there is un-
fortunately a risk that the num-
ber will not stop at eleven,”
Svedemyr said.

The shooting took place at
around 12.33pm local time
(1133GMT) on Tuesday, tar-
geting the adult education cen-
tre that is located on a campus
with other schools at the Cam-
pus Risbergska in Orebro, a
city 200km (124 miles) west
of Stockholm.

Police noted that authorities
believe the perpetrator is
among the dead and that offi-
cials do not expect further at-
tacks. The police added that
the perpetrator acted alone,
but the motive for the attack is
not yet clear.
Anadolu Agency

US plane with deported Indians arrives
Amritsar, Punjab - A US mili-
tary aircraft with more than 100
deported Indians onboard
landed in the northern state of
Punjab, officials and local media
said on Wednesday.

The flight, which is the first
one bringing illegal Indian immi-
grants to the country since US
President Donald Trump took
office, arrived at Punjab’s Am-
ritsar city in the afternoon.

The Punjab police said on
Tuesday that the deportees will
be received in a ‘friendly’ man-
ner and counters have been set
up for them at the airport.

Local broadcaster India
Today said the plane had 104
individuals onboard, including
25 women.

Officials said each deported
Indian national is verified.

State’s Minister for Non-
Resident Indians (NRI) Affairs
Kuldeep Singh Dhaliwal said in
a statement that many Indians
had entered the US with work
permits, ‘which later expired,
making them illegal’.

The Indian Foreign Ministry
has yet to issue a statement on
the matter.

Earlier, the US president said
that Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi assured him
that India ‘will do what’s right’
regarding the deportation of il-
legal Indian migrants.

Last month, the Indian For-

eign Ministry said the govern-
ment ‘would need to do the re-
quired verification, including the
nationality of the concerned in-
dividuals before they are de-
ported to India’.

US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio also raised the issue of il-
legal Indian immigrants during
his meeting with Indian Foreign

Minister Subrahmanyam Jais-
hankar in Washington last
month.

Around four million Indians
live in the US, and President
Trump has appointed at least
five Indian-Americans to key
positions.

Earlier on Tuesday, a US Em-
bassy spokesperson said that

while specific details cannot be
shared, the United States is vig-
orously enforcing its border and
immigration laws. The
spokesperson emphasised that
the actions taken send a ‘clear
message that illegal migration is
not worth the risk’.

“I have received a number of
inquiries on the report of a de-

portation flight to India. I can’t
share any details on those in-
quiries, but I can share, on the
record, that the United States is
vigorously enforcing its border,
tightening immigration laws,
and removing illegal migrants.
These actions send a clear mes-
sage: illegal migration is not
worth the risk,” a US Embassy

spokesperson said.
On January 24, the Ministry

of External Affairs (MEA) had
stated that it would facilitate
the return of Indian nationals
‘overstaying’ or residing without
proper documentation in the
United States or ‘anywhere in
the world’.

While addressing a press
briefing in New Delhi, MEA
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
said: “We are against illegal im-
migration, especially because it
is linked to several forms of or-
ganised crime.”

He added: “For Indians not
just in the United States, but
anywhere in the world, if they
are Indian nationals and they
are overstaying, or they are in a
particular country without
proper documentation, we will
take them back, provided doc-
uments are shared with us so
that we can verify their nation-
ality and that they are indeed
Indians. If that happens to be
the case, we will take things for-
ward and facilitate their return

to India.”
The deportation has already

taken a political turn with the
Congress claiming that the US
was treating Indian citizens
poorly.

“Shocking & shameful! The
way the US is deporting Indians
- chained like criminals - is in-
humane & unacceptable. Why
is PM Narendra Modi silent?
Where is self-respect? Dr S
Jaishankar what are you doing
to stop this humiliation of our
people? Speak up & act Now,”
posted Congress MP Man-

ickam Tagore.
Meanwhile, CBS News re-

ported that US Immigration and
Customs Enforcement is re-
leasing some migrant detainee.
This as its detention system has
exceeded maximum capacity
amid a spike in arrests under
President Trump. According to
CBS News, space inside deten-
tion facilities was at 109% ca-
pacity, with the close to 42,000
migrant detainees.
Agencies

INDIA

Local broadcaster India Today said the plane had 104 individuals onboard, including 25 women

PM Modi takes holy dip
at Maha Kumbh Mela
New Delhi, India - Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on Wednes-
day took a dip in Hindu holy
waters in the northern city of
Prayagraj, which is hosting
the  Maha Kumbh Mela  - the
largest gathering of humanity in
the world.

Visuals showed Modi step-
ping into river waters and offer-
ing prayers as priests delivered
vedic chants over loudspeakers.

The festival, which takes
place every 12 years in the state
of Uttar Pradesh, witnesses mil-
lions of devout Hindus congre-
gating over a period of 45 days
at the confluence of the holy
rivers Ganges, Yamuna and
Saraswati to bathe in the water.

Hindus believe that taking a
dip in the waters would cleanse
their past sins and liberate them
from the cycle of rebirth, helping
them attain salvation. 

According to authorities,

some 400mn people are ex-
pected to attend the event this
year which concludes on Febru-
ary 26.

Modi’s visit comes a week
after a stampede at the gather-
ing left dozens of people dead.

While official figures put the
death toll at 30, opposition lead-

ers have claimed that the num-
bers are much higher.

They have accused Modi’s
federal government and his
Hindu nationalist Bharatiya
Janata Party’s government in
Uttar Pradesh of hiding num-
bers and details on the incident.
DW

Prime Minister Narendra Modi offers prayers at Triveni Sangam during

the ongoing Maha Kumbh Mela, in Prayagraj on Wednesday (ANI)

Officials said each deported Indian 
national is verified. The deportation
has already taken a political turn with
the Congress claiming that the US was
treating Indian citizens poorly

New Delhi - A high-octane
electoral battle took place in
Delhi on Wednesday as voters
cast their ballot from early
morning to choose the next
government in charge of the In-
dian capital.

The election for 70 assembly
seats of Delhi saw the country’s
political giants locked in a
three-way contest.

The ruling Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP), led by anti-corruption
crusader Arvind Kejriwal, is
fighting anti-incumbency after
being in power for a decade.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) - which rules in a coalition
nationally - is vying for a come-
back in Delhi after 27 years.

India’s main opposition
Congress party - which is part
of an alliance with AAP and
other opposition parties,
formed to challenge Modi’s BJP
in the 2024 general elections -
is pitting itself against AAP and
the BJP in Delhi.

Polling across the city
started at 7am local time (0130
UTC) and concluded at 6pm.

The results will be declared
on Saturday.

Intense
campaigning
In the weeks leading up to the
Assembly elections, parties
stepped up their campaigning
with roadshows, rallies and

press conferences.
Both Modi and his staunch

critic Kejriwal have sought to
woo voters with handouts,
promising to improve govern-
ment schools, free electricity
and health services, and also a
monthly allowance of more
than 2,000 rupees (U$23) to
poor women.

“Your vote is not just a but-
ton, it is the foundation of your

children’s bright future. It is an
opportunity to provide good
schools, excellent hospitals and
a respectable life to every fam-
ily,” Kejriwal said on the social
media platform X as he called
on people to vote.

Modi on Wednesday also
urged voters to exercise their
franchise calling the election a
‘festival of democracy’.

Several political pundits
called Congress’ campaign
lacklustre, but in the last week
of the drive the party picked up
pace, with scions Rahul Gandhi
and Priyanka Gandhi holding 12
public meetings.

AAP scooped up 62 seats in
the last election in 2020 and
Kejriwal was elected the chief
minister. But the leader has
been mired in legal troubles cul-
minating in his arrest in March
last year, just a month ahead of
the parliamentary elections, on
allegations of corrupt allocation
of liquor licenses.
DW

A US military aircraft with more than 100 ‘illegal Indian immigrants’ onboard landed in Amritsar

Delhi witnesses high-octane battle

Polling official puts a mark with indelible ink on the finger of a voter before

casting a vote for the Delhi elections, in New Delhi on Wednesday (ANI)

Sweden school shooting
death toll climbs to 11

Congolese 
government
spokesman Patrick
Muyaya called the
ceasefire declared
by rebels as ‘false
communication’ 
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Liverpool, England - Liverpool de-
fender Trent Alexander-Arnold
has been ruled out of the second
leg of their League Cup semi-final
tie against Tottenham Hotspur
due to a thigh injury, manager
Arne Slot said on Wednesday.

The holders will look to over-
turn a 1-0 deficit against Spurs at
home on Thursday without the
right back, who was forced off the
pitch in the 70th minute of Satur-
day’s 2-0 Premier League win
over Bournemouth.

The 26-year-old has played 31
games across all competitions
this season, scoring two goals
and registering seven assists.

“He left the pitch with a bit of
a pain in his leg (at
Bournemouth). He is already
back on the pitch with the rehab

coach so let’s see how long it is
going to take,” Slot told reporters.

“We have to see if he can play
Sunday (in the FA Cup fourth
round), but he is not available to-
morrow.”

Academy product Conor
Bradley is likely to replace the
England international and Slot
backed the 21-year-old to keep
improving, having featured in 18
games in all competitions this
season. “He (Bradley) played
against Spurs back (in the first
leg) too. Every game and session
there is something to learn and if
not, it wasn’t a good session from
me,” Slot said.

Le Mans, France - Paris St Ger-
main reached the French Cup
quarter-finals on Tuesday, with
Desire Doue and Bradley Barcola
scoring in each half to earn a 2-0
win at third-tier Le Mans.

“It was a typical Coupe de
France match. Dangerous, un-
predictable. There are a lot of
things you can’t control. But I
think we did a good job,” PSG
coach Luis Enrique said.

Elsewhere, second-tier
Dunkerque reached the quarters
by beating top-flight Lille on

penalties after a 1-1 draw while
Brest eliminated Ligue 2 side
Troyes with a 2-1 win.

Hosts Le Mans almost deliv-
ered an early shock against PSG
as Gabin Bernardeau found an
unmarked Theo Eyoum in the
box, but his effort hit the side net-
ting. Le Mans sat back in an effort
to frustrate the Ligue 1 leaders,
who are unbeaten in all competi-
tions since November, and it took
17 minutes for PSG to have their
first shot, which Lee Kang-in put
well over the bar from distance. 

The hosts’ attempts to hold off
PSG were undone by a defensive
mistake in the 25th minute, when
Alexandre Lauray’s attempted
pass was blocked by Goncalo
Ramos on the edge of the box.
The ball reached Doue, who
buried it into the bottom-left cor-
ner.

Le Mans had a free kick just
outside the box in added time of
the first half, but Lauray’s set-
piece came off the wall, and his
second attempt went just wide of
the near post. 

Barcola replaced Doue in the
68th minute and within three
minutes he was on the score-
sheet as he got hold of a lofted
ball from Nuno Mendes, sprinted
into the Le Mans box and finished
at the near post.

PSG almost scored a third a
minute later but Le Mans keeper
Ewan Hatfout denied Achraf
Hakimi.

Le Mans did not give up, and
almost scored just before the
90th minute, but Dame Gueye’s
acrobatic attempt off Zaid Amir’s
cross was kept out by an alert
Matvey Safonov.

“We are in the quarter-finals
and we were able to give the
players some minutes and a rest,
so we have to be happy,” Luis En-
rique added.

Bergamo, Italy - Reaching the
semi-finals of Coppa Italia for the
first time in 26 years was a his-
toric moment for Bologna, coach
Vincenzo Italiano said after his
side’s 1-0 win at Atalanta on
Tuesday.

Bologna struggled in their
Champions League campaign,
crashing out from the league
phase with only one win in eight
matches.

But Tuesday’s victory over a
top-three Serie A side would
boost the team’s confidence, the
coach said.

“We played for history and we
succeeded,” Italiano told re-
porters.

“This is a beautiful moment, it
always pushes you to give your
best.”

Italiano said winning at Ata-
lanta made the result more spe-
cial.

“I think it gives you self-es-
teem and awareness, you can
see that there is growth. The

Champions League gave us a big
hand, this is a group that is con-
stantly growing... it’s not easy to
play in Bergamo,” he added.

Bologna will face the winner of

the Feb. 26 quarter-final be-
tween Juventus and Empoli in
the semis.

“The club had this dream of
getting as far as possible in

Coppa Italia. 
“Right now we have achieved

the first goal, now we are waiting
for the next opponent,” Italiano
said.

Bergamo, Italy - Bologna sub-
stitute Santiago Castro scored
two minutes after coming on
to secure a late 1-0 win at Ata-
lanta on Tuesday, sending
them into the semi-finals of
the Coppa Italia for the first
time in 26 years.

Bologna, who have not won
the competition since 1974,
will face the winner of the Feb.
26 quarter-final between Ju-
ventus and Empoli in the
semis.

Hosts Atalanta started well
with Charles De Ketelaere get-
ting off an early shot but
Bologna keeper Lukasz Sko-
rupski managed to send it out
for a corner.

De Ketelaere found Ederson
with a cross from the left just
before the half-hour mark but
the Brazilian’s shot was de-
flected by defender Charalam-

pos Lykogiannis.
Bologna almost took the

lead just before the half-time
break when Dan Ndoye ran in
from the right to set up Tom-
maso Pobega, but the AC
Milan loanee’s shot took a
deflection off Ederson and
went through to keeper Rui
Patricio.

A brilliant save by Skorupski
prevented Atalanta from tak-
ing the lead in the 51st minute,
with the keeper’s reflex save
keeping out Raoul Bellanova’s
first-time scorcher from inside
the box.

Patricio pulled off an equally
good save on the hour mark
when Thijs Dallinga found
Pobega in the box. 

As Pobega went for an an-
gled shot, the Portuguese
keeper dived to get a touch on
it and avert the danger.

Paris St Germain’s Desire Doue celebrates after scoring against Le Mans in their French Cup match on Tuesday

Thigh injury rules Liverpool’s
Alexander-Arnold out of Spurs clash 

Castro goal takes
Bologna into Coppa
Italia semifinals

PSV sign
Man
United 
defender
Malacia
on loan 
PSV Eindhoven have signed
Dutch defender Tyrell
Malacia on loan from Pre-
mier League side Manch-
ester United for the
remainder of the season,
both clubs said on Tuesday.

Left back Malacia joined
United from Feyenoord in
2022 for a deal reportedly
worth around 13 million
pounds ($15.56 million)
plus another 1.7 million
pounds in add-ons.

The 25-year-old made
22 Premier League appear-
ances in his first season, but
missed the entirety of the
2023-24 campaign due to
a knee injury.

“I’m happy to be here. Fi-
nally playing good football
again. I am coming off a
long injury, but by now I am
fit and know that my time
will come again,” Malacia
said in a statement.

“In every tough period
there are also positive ele-
ments and in this case that
is that I have become much
stronger physically and
mentally. 

“I have more patience, I
am more mature, know my
body better and things like
that.”

Tyrell Malacia

Bologna’s Santiago Castro scores against Atalanta in their Coppa

Italia quarterfinal match on Tuesday

Madrid, Spain - Atletico
Madrid manager Diego Sime-
one’s son Giuliano scored
twice in the first half to help
them to a resounding 5-0
home win over Getafe in the
Copa del Rey quarter-finals on
Tuesday.

Simeone opened the scor-
ing after eight minutes with a
close-range header from just
outside the six-yard box off a
Javi Galan cross, before bag-
ging his second with a first-
time effort nine minutes later.

Visiting goalkeeper Jiri
Letacek denied Samu Lino’s at-
tempt from close range with a
great save before the half-hour
mark, but the Brazilian man-
aged to make it 3-0 in the
42nd minute after cutting in-
side a defender in the box.

Giuliano thought he had
scored a hat-trick after the
break, but his 49th-minute
goal was ruled out for offside
before he left the field to a
standing ovation on the hour
mark.

“I’m very happy tonight, it’s
been crazy. I want to thank the
team because we’ve made a
huge effort,” the Argentine
winger told Teledeporte.

“I’m happy for the goals, I
think about the things I have to
improve day by day, I still have
many flaws and details that I
want to improve to keep grow-
ing.”

Substitute Angel Correa
then scored with a superb low
shot from distance in the 78th
minute, before setting up
Alexander Sorloth, who also
came on in the second half, to
seal the rout four minutes from
time. 

Having secured a spot in
the semi-finals for the second
consecutive season, Atletico
will turn their attention to
LaLiga where they face leaders
Real Madrid in Saturday’s
derby. “Today was a very
tough game, so we need to
rest, prepare well and go for it
all on Saturday,” the 22-year-
old Simeone added.

Son shine day: 
Simeone brace helps
Atletico thrash Getafe 

Atletico Madrid’s Giuliano Simeone celebrates after scoring

against Getafe on Tuesday

Bologna coach Vincenzo Italiano celebrates their win

We played for history and we succeeded,
says Bologna coach Italiano after win  

Youngsters Doue, Barcola on target as PSG beat Le Mans to reach French Cup quarters

WINGS OF DESIRE

Stuttgart edge
Augsburg to
reach German
Cup semis
Stuttgart, Germany - VfB
Stuttgart battled past Augsburg
1-0 in the German Cup thanks to
Deniz Undav’s first-half goal on
Tuesday to book their spot in the
semi-finals.

Stuttgart needed time to get a
foothold in the contest but they
went in front when Germany for-
ward Undav completed a quick
break after capitalising on a mis-
kick from Augsburg’s Frank
Onyeka.

Chris Fuehrich came close to
adding a second goal for the
hosts but his shot rattled the
post a minute before the break.

Trent Alexander-Arnold 

It was a typical Coupe de France
match. Dangerous, unpredictable.
We are in quarters and we were able
to give the players some minutes 
and a rest, so we have to be happy

LUIS ENRIQUE 
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Doha, Qatar - Qatar’s Al Gharafa
secured a 1-0 victory over
Pakhtakor in Doha on Tuesday to
edge closer to a place in the
knockout rounds of the Asian
Champions League Elite as for-
mer champions Al Hilal thrashed
Persepolis 4-1 in Riyadh.

Ferjani Sassi scored six min-
utes before halftime to earn Al
Gharafa a win that takes Pedro
Martins’ side up to seventh in the
12-team standings with one
round remaining.

The top eight in both west and
east Asia qualify for the round of
16.

Pakhtakor’s scoring struggles
in the competition continued de-
spite the arrival of new coach
Pedro Moreira, with the Uzbeks
unable to add to the two goals
they had claimed in the previous
six matches.

The home side, in contrast,
made moves to open the scoring
from the first whistle, Joselu loft-
ing an attempt over the crossbar
inside the first 50 seconds while
Nani’s fourth minute header from
a Yacine Brahimi corner also
cleared the Pakhtakor goal.

Pakhtakor were playing in their
first game of the new season and
the side from Tashkent were
slow to find their rhythm with
Brahimi, in particular, causing
problems.

The 34-year-old winger was
denied by Jhonatan Luiz in the
25th minute, the goalkeeper
pushing away a shot across goal
and, a little over six minutes re-
maining in the half, the Algeria in-
ternational unlocked the visiting
defence. Brahimi drove through
the heart of the Pakhtakor de-

fence to pick up a return pass
from Joselu on the edge of the
penalty area and found Sassi who
slid his strike past Luiz via the in-
side of the goalkeeper’s left post.

Al Gharafa looked to have

doubled their lead in the 64th
minute when Brahimi again
forced Pakhtakor onto the back
foot, his pass releasing Ahmed Al
Ganehi and a deflected cross was
nodded in by Joselu. But VAR

ruled the goal out on review.
Moreira introduced Ulugbek

Khoshimov with 10 minutes re-
maining but the former Neftchi

striker, like his teammates before
him, was unable to find a way
through and Al Gharafa comfort-
ably held on to take the points.

“Our team played two differ-
ent halves with Pakhtakor today
where in the first, we controlled
the ball and the game and cre-
ated many scoring opportuni-
ties,” said Al Gharafa coach
Pedro Martins.

Milan, Italy - AC Milan have
signed Portuguese forward Joao
Felix from Chelsea on loan for the
rest of the season, while Chelsea
have brought in French midfielder
Mathis Amougou from Saint-Eti-
enne on an eight-year contract,
the Premier League club said on
Tuesday.

British media reports said
Amougou, 19, joined Chelsea for
a fee of about 12 million pounds
($14.98 million).

Felix joined Chelsea from
Atletico Madrid in August on a
seven-year deal for a reported fee
of 46 million pounds ($57.16 mil-
lion), but the 25-year-old has
struggled for game time in his
second spell with the Premier
League club.

Since his arrival at Chelsea,
Felix has started just three league
games despite scoring on his club
debut against Wolverhampton
Wanderers - his only league goal
this season. At Milan, Felix will
work with Portuguese coach Ser-
gio Conceicao.

France U-19 international

Amougou, who joined Saint-Eti-
enne as a youth player in 2021,
has made 17 Serie A appearances
for newly-promoted side this
season.

“It’s an honour for me to sign
for such a big club like Chelsea.
They believe in young players
and the process they have in
place to develop us is fantas-
tic,” Amougou said in a state-
ment.

Milan  are eighth in the Serie A
and play AS Roma in the quarter-
finals of the Coppa Italia. 

Chelsea visit Brighton & Hove
Albion for an FA Cup tie on Sat-
urday.

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia - Al Hilal re-
claimed the top spot in the West
Zone of the AFC Champions
League after a 4-1 win against
Persepolis FC in their penultimate
League Stage match on Tuesday.

Malcom inspired the Saudi
Arabian side to victory with a
goal and two assists as Al Hilal
moved ahead of Al Ahli Saudi FC
on goal difference.

As for Persepolis, the defeat
saw them drop out of the top
eight but the Islamic Republic of
Iran side retain a chance of pro-
gressing to the knockout stage

with one round of fixtures to be
played.

Persepolis held their own in
the opening exchanges at the
Kingdom Arena but were undone
in the 10th minute by a brilliant
Malcom individual goal, his first
of the campaign.

Picking the ball up from just in-
side Al Hilal’s half, the attacking
midfielder surged forward and
with Persepolis players backing
off him, the Brazilian ran unchal-
lenged into the box before lifting
his shot past the advancing
Alexis Guendouz for the opener.

Boosted by the goal, Al Hilal
went in search for another and
found it in the 25th minute when
Joao Cancelo ran onto a Malcom
pass just outside the box before
smashing in a swerving low shot
which Guendouz got a hand to
but wasn’t strong enough to keep
out.

The influential Malcom then
earned his second assist, slipping
skipper Salem Al Dawsari
through in the 39th minute with
the Saudi international then
evading Guendouz to tuck away
from a tight angle.

Jesus lauds
Al Hilal’s
first-half
brilliance
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia -
Head coach Jorge Jesus
was all smiles after Al Hilal
SFC delivered a first-half
masterclass to defeat
Persepolis 4-1 in their AFC
Champions League Elite™
2024/25 tie at the King-
dom Arena on Tuesday.

The result propelled Al
Hilal back to the top of the
standings, ahead of Al Ahli
Saudi on goal difference
with Jesus praising his
team’s mentality.

“After leading by four
goals in the first half, we

started playing at a lower
pace in the second half, and
there is no team that plays
90 minutes at a high pace
except on the PlayStation. 

“I remember that since I
joined the team, we have
only lost three matches. All
the players are equally im-
portant to me,” said Jesus,
whose side face UAE’s Al
Wasl in two weeks to con-
clude their League Stage
campaign. 

Persepolis head coach
Ismail Kartal admitted his
team struggled against Al
Hilal’s quality, especially in
the first half.

UEFA 
penalises
Roma and
Frankfurt
for crowd
trouble 
Nyon, Switzerland - Serie A
side AS Roma and Bun-
desliga club Eintracht Frank-
furt have been sanctioned
for the behaviour of their
supporters in a Europa
League clash last month, Eu-
ropean football’s governing
body UEFA said on Friday.

Roma secured their place
in the tournament’s playoffs
with a 2-0 home win over
Frankfurt, while the visitors
still secured a top-eight po-
sition despite the loss.

During halftime, there
was trouble in the stands
with fireworks set off and
supporters clashing, but
stewards and police got the
situation under control, al-
lowing the match to restart
without delay.

UEFA reviewed the dis-
turbances and decided to
take disciplinary action
against both clubs. 

Frankfurt were fined
20,000 euros ($20,826)
for the lighting and throwing
of fireworks and crowd dis-
turbances, as well as a fur-
ther 5,000 euros for acts of
damage to the stadium.

Roma were fined 30,000
euros and UEFA ordered the
partial closure of their sta-
dium during the next UEFA
club competition match
they host.

Dutch club FC Twente
also received a 35,000-
euro fine and a partial clo-
sure of their stadium for
crowd disturbances during
their 1-0 win over Turkey’s
Besiktas.

Malcolm stars as Al Hilal cruise past Persepolis

Jorge Jesus

SASSI GOAL WINS IT
FOR AL GHARAFA 

Since his arrival at
Chelsea, Felix has
started just three
league games de-
spite scoring on his
club debut against
Wolverhampton
Wanderers

Joao Felix

Al Gharafa’s Ferjani Sassi (C) celebrates with Yacine Brahimi (L) and

Joselu after scoring against Pakhtakor in Doha on Tuesday

Felix moves to Milan on loan

Dortmund, Germany - Borussia
Dortmund’s three-game run
under interim coach Mike Tull-
berg with two wins and a draw
across all competitions showed
the team had the quality to turn
their season around, new coach
Niko Kovac said on Tuesday.

Kovac took over on Sunday,
succeeding Nuri Sahin who was
sacked on Jan. 22 following a
four-game losing run.

Interim coach Tullberg had
taken over for three matches with
the team earning a draw and a
win in the Bundesliga as well as a
victory in the Champions League
over Shakhtar Donetsk to end
their losing streak.

“What has been positive is the
last three games. You could see
that the team has the necessary
quality. For me, the team is really
good,” Kovac told a press confer-
ence.

“There is a lot that has to do
with self-confidence. Yes, there
was a phase recently where
things did not go well but the last
three games were great. Mike re-
ally did it well and we all thank
him for that.”

Dortmund, last season’s
Champions League finalists, are
in 11th spot in the Bundesliga and
are at risk of missing out on a
place in next season’s premier
European club competition.

After hosting VfB Stuttgart on
Saturday, the Ruhr Valley club

face Sporting in the Champions
League playoff next week for a
spot in the last 16.

“The players have seen how
sweet it is to win,” Kovac said of
their matches under Tullberg.
“Wins are the ones that lift your
confidence. You need that as a
player and what was is no longer
important. What is and what will
be is the most important thing.”

New coach Kovac says
Dortmund has the
quality to bounce back

Niko Kovac

Our team played two different
halves with Pakhtakor today where
in the first, we controlled the ball
and the game and created many
scoring opportunities
PEDRO MARTINS

Al Hilal’s Malcom celebrates his

goal against Persepolis on

Tuesday

Yes, there was a
phase recently
where things did
not go well but the
last three games
were great
NICO KOVAC



Muscat - Oman’s Abdullah al
Rawahi, Zakaria al Amri and Ab-
dullah al Zubair will be fighting
for honours in the second round
of the Middle East Rally Cham-
pionship will begin this weekend
in Qatar.

After the first leg of the
championship in Sohar won by
Qatar’s Nasser al Attiyah, Al
Rawahi occupies eighth place in
the overall championship stand-
ings. Al Zubair leads the MERC2
group with 30 points, while Al
Amri has 24 points.

Al Rawahi hopes to return to
the podiums this time in Qatar
after he was forced to withdraw
from the first day of the rally in
Sohar. He was able to enter the
rally on the second day via the
Super Rally and achieved the
fastest time in four of the six
stages the next day.

Al Amri also faced problems
with his car from the first day,
especially in the turbo system.

He said, “We have complete
knowledge of the Qatar Rally
and its stages. There are some
differences in the stages and
some difficulty in navigation, but
our goal is to win the category
so that we can go to the third
round in Saudi Arabia, and we
are at the top of our category. I
have a good and well-known
navigator, Mohammed al

Mazroui, and we have previ-
ously competed in many races
together. 

“We wish success to every-
one. We say thank you to all
who supported us in the cham-
pionship”.

Al Rawahi said he wanted to
win in his country’s rally, but cir-
cumstances forced him out on
day one of the competition.

Al Rawahi said: “For Qatar
rally, it is more difficult for us
than the local drivers. They are
more familiar to the type of
stages, for example, Nasser Al
Attiyah and other locals, they
enter and exit stages their own
ways, you have to take careful
notes of the stages.“

Omani trio 
Al Rawahi, 
Al Zubair and
Al Amri all 
set for Qatar
International
Rally

Oman’s Abdullah al Rawahi (above), Zakaria al Amri (below) and Abdullah al Zubair are ready to rumble at the Qatar International Rally

ISC MKW 
beat Pakistan
School Muscat
in women’s
cricket; MCCC
Yellow U11 and
BSC AEC U11
register wins 

Muscat - ISC Manglorean
Konkani Wing (MKW) de-
feated Pakistan School
Muscat Women’s by nine
wickets in the Women’s
Cricket League 2024-25.

PSM Women’s scored
119/7 in 20 overs thanks
mainly to Lujaina Sajid’s 27.
For ISC MKW, Priyanka
Mendonca took three wick-
ets for 10 runs and Pratima
B bagged two. In response,
ISC MKW’s openers
Priyanka Mendonca (44
runs) and Trupti Pawde
(49) stitched a match-win-
ning 102 run partnership. 

Meanwhile, MCCC Yel-
low U11 defeated MCCC
Blue U11 by 248 runs in the
U11 Junior Cricket League
2024-25. In another match
BSC AEC U11 beat MCCC
Red U11 by 246 runs.

BRIEF SCORES: 
PSM-W 119/7 in 20 overs
(Lujaina Sajid 27(36);
Priyanka Mendonca 3/10)
lost to ISC MKW 120/1 in
14.5 overs (Trupti Pawde
49(47); Eshal Siddiqui
1/27) by 9 wickets. 
MCCC Yellow U11 327/1 in
20 overs (Ashbel Burboz
196(75) – 4x39) beat
MCCC Blue U11 79/10 in
18.5 overs (Burhanuddin
BM 3/11) by 248 runs.
BSC AEC U11 326/1 in 20
overs (Aarav Chirmure
171(76) – 4x27; Dharvik VS
1/39) beat MCCC Red U11
80/10 in 19.3 overs
(Karthik Iyer 10(18) - Shubh
Seth 2/7) by 246 runs.

Los Angeles, US - Luka Doncic
said on Tuesday he was as
shocked as anyone by the block-
buster trade over the weekend
that brought him to the Los An-
geles Lakers but is excited to join
forces with LeBron James in a
move that could shape the fran-
chise for years to come.

The 25-year-old Slovenian
guard and perennial MVP con-
tender admitted he figured he
would spend his entire NBA ca-

reer with the Dallas Mavericks,
which made the news of his trade
all the more surprising.

“I was almost asleep when I
got the call, I had to check (if) it
was April 1st. I didn’t really be-
lieve it at first. It was a big
shock. It was hard a moment for
me,” said Doncic. “(Dallas) was
home so it was a really hard
moment for me, especially the
first day, but as I said I get to
play in the greatest club in the

world and I am excited about
this new journey.”

Doncic, who has not played
since Christmas Day,  because of
a calf strain but is considered
close to returning, had been with
Dallas ever since a draft-night
trade with the Atlanta Hawks,
who took him with the third over-
all pick in 2018.

Last year, the five-times All-
Star reached the NBA Finals for
the first time in his career.

Now Doncic, who was wildly
popular in Dallas, will chase a title
alongside the NBA’s all-time top
scorer in James, who he said was
quick to reach out when the trade
was announced.

“He called me right away,”
Doncic said of his new teammate.
“We didn’t talk much because he
said I understand what you are
feeling, but that was really nice of
him just to call me right away and
welcome me to LA.”

Philadelphia, US - Anthony
Davis admitted he was just like
everybody else upon hearing
the news that he had been
traded from the Los Angeles
Lakers and that he was
“shocked” over his blockbuster
deal to the Dallas Mavericks.

Davis wasn’t even with his
then-Los Angeles teammates at
the time of the trade. He actu-
ally just finished watching the
Lakers upset the Knicks in New
York on television.

Back in Los Angeles, Davis
received a call from Lakers gen-
eral manager Rob Pelinka and
head coach JJ Redick and was
informed that he was being
traded in a deal that included
Luka Doncic.

“I was shocked. I had no
idea,” Davis said after the Mav-
ericks held their morning
shootaround on Tuesday ahead
of their game against the host
Philadelphia 76ers.

“I had just sent the team a

text about congratulations on
the win against the Knicks, big
win, and then looking forward to
Tuesday’s game against the
Clippers, as far as standing pur-
poses. 

“And then, found out like an
hour later I was no longer with
the team. I was in shock, obvi-
ously. Had no idea that it was
happening.

“But, I mean, now I’m kind of
over it, and just kind of getting
ready to play with Dallas.”

Davis, who is nursing an ab-
dominal strain, will not join his
new teammates in their game
against the 76ers.

The 31-year-old Davis has
put up averages of 25.7 points,
11.9 boards, 3.4 assists and 2.1
blocks across 42 games (all
starts) during the 2024-25
campaign. 

He is a 10-time All-Star (in-
cluding this season), five-time
All-NBA selection and five-time
All-Defensive Team selection.

Anthony Davis

Anthony Davis
‘getting ready to
play with Dallas’
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SPORTS

RARING TO GO 

Doncic shocked, but ‘excited about this new journey’ 

Cluj, Romania - Former world
number one and two-time
Grand Slam winner Simona
Halep announced her retirement
from professional tennis on
Tuesday after losing in the first
round at her home event in Cluj.

Halep, whose career stalled
due to a doping ban that was re-
duced on appeal last year, lost
6-1 6-1 to Italy’s Lucia Bronzetti
in her first match in 2025 before
announcing her decision.

The 33-year-old Romanian
had delayed the start of her sea-
son due to pain in her knee and
shoulder.

“I don’t know if it’s with sad-
ness or joy, I think I feel both, but
I make this decision with my
soul at peace, I have always
been realistic with myself,”
Halep told the crowd at the BT
Arena. “My body cannot take as
much so as to get back where I
once was, it is very difficult to
get there and I know what it

means to get there. That is why
I wanted to come to Cluj today
to play before you and to say
goodbye on the tennis court.

“Who knows whether I will
return but at the moment it is for

the last time that I play here. I
don’t want to cry, it is a beautiful
thing, I became world number
one, I won Grand Slams, it is ev-
erything I ever wanted. Life
moves on, there is life after ten-

nis too.”
Halep lost in three Grand

Slam finals before finally clinch-
ing her first major at the French
Open in 2018 and went on to win
Wimbledon the following year.

She was provisionally sus-
pended in October 2022 after
she tested positive for roxadus-
tat - a banned drug that stimu-
lates the production of red blood
cells - at the U.S. Open that year.

She was later banned for four
years, a period which was cut to
nine months last March follow-
ing an appeal at the Court of Ar-
bitration for Sport.

“Being away from the court in
this period, I realised how hard
the last 15 years were, working
every day, no matter how you
feel, you must push yourself to
the max,” Halep, who won 24
WTA titles, later told a press
conference.

“Perhaps life also means
something else. I understood
that in this period, and I want to
enjoy what I am living now. I
have done a lot in tennis. I am at
peace, content with what I did,
and I feel the time has come to
look in another direction.”

Simona Halep announces retirement

Simona Halep celebrates after winning the Wimbledon title in 2019

Jabeur
reaches 
Abu Dhabi
quarters
Abu Dhabi, UAE - Ons
Jabeur of Tunisia moved
into the quarterfinals of the
WTA 500 Mubadala Abu
Dhabi Open by holding off
fast-rising 17-year-old qual-
ifier Wakana Sonobe of
Japan 6-3, 6-3 on Wednes-
day.

"It was definitely a great
match for me," Jabeur said
afterwards. "Always tough
playing young players, lefty
ones, it’s always tricky. I’m
glad that I pulled [out] the
win in two sets."

On Tuesday, No. 6 seed
Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova
of Russia needed just 59
minutes to oust American
Sofia Kenin 6-3, 6-1 

Pavlyuchenkova won an
overwhelming 80 percent
of her service points, in-
cluding 23 of 25 on her first
serve. He never faced break
point while breaking
Kenin’s serve four times in
eight chances.

Eighth seed Leylah Fer-
nandez of Canada out-
lasted Japan’s Moyuka
Uchijima 7-6 (3), 7-6 (0). 

Meanwhile in Cluj-
Napoca, Romania, the top
two seeds, Russia’s Anas-
tasia Potapova and Serbia’s
Olga Danilovic, notched
straight-sets victories.

Ons Jabeur
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WINTRY WARMERS
Churn out your favourite
soups in minutes and
enjoy time on the couch

SUWAIQ RESIDENT SALIM AL BALUSHI KEEPS ALIVE THE TIMELESS
CRAFT OF MAKING ‘AL SHASHA’ PALM FROND BOATS
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Mohammed Taha

n the serene coastal town of Suwaiq in North
Batinah, where whispers from the Arabian Sea
jostle with rustling palms, 60-year-old Salim
Jameel Al Balushi keeps alive an ancient tradi-
tion that has literally weathered the tides of
time.

For over four decades, Balushi has dedi-
cated his life to the meticulous craft of construct-
ing traditional Omani boats - known as Al Shasha
- a skill he proudly inherited from his forefathers
and now passes on to his children.

“I have been in this profession for more than
forty years. I inherited this skill from my forefa-
thers, and now, I have been teaching the same to
my children,” Balushi said proudly, showing his
hands, roughened up by years of labour, yet steady
with the precision of a master craftsman.

Al Shasha is a small traditional fishing boat
crafted entirely from the stalks of date palm
fronds. Every part of the boat, from its sturdy hull
to the binding ropes, is sourced from palm trees -
a symbol of sustainability and resilience in Omani
culture. 

Balushi’s boats range from 2m to 10m in length,
and are capable of accommodating one to four
people.

The process begins with soaking palm fronds in
water for 15 days, making them pliable for shaping.
Once softened, the fronds are meticulously
cleaned, and using traditional hand tools, he cre-
ates a wooden frame, binding it with ropes made
from coir to reinforce it. 

The base of the boat's body is stuffed with

additional fronds, to enhance buoyancy and sta-
bility which is crucial for navigating Oman’s
coastal waters.

“The base of the boat is stuffed with palm
fronds, which makes it float well on water. It is also
an ‘anti-sinking’ technique,” Balushi explained,
adding, “This provides balance and stability to the
boat while out at sea.” Remarkably, each boat
takes just three to five days to be constructed, a
testament to his expertise and dedication.

Legacy without blueprints
Unlike modern shipbuilding, Balushi relies solely
on inherited knowledge, crafting each vessel with-
out any sketches or blueprints. “All the plans for
construction are in here,” he said, tapping at his
own head with a smile that indicated speaks of
pride and nostalgia.

His passion extends beyond crafting functional
fishing boats. Balushi also creates miniature mod-
els to teach his grandchildren about Oman’s rich
maritime heritage, ensuring the younger
generation remains connected to their
roots.

Balushi actively participates
in cultural festivals, show-
casing his boats and
traditional fishing
equipment,
including

hand-made nets and fish cages. His mission is
clear: to revive Oman’s maritime traditions and
protect them from fading into obscurity.

“This profession teaches us patience, precision,
and endurance,” he noted, reflecting on the virtues
embedded in the craft. Balushi urges young Oma-
nis to embrace this heritage, not only as a means
of livelihood but also as a means of preserving a
cultural identity shaped by the sea.

“I hope the rhythm of the waves, which has
been music for my ears for decades, will forever
carry the story of Shasha boats for generations to
come,” he said.

This profession teaches 
us patience, precision, 
and endurance. I hope 
the rhythm of the waves,
which has been music for
my ears for decades, 
will forever carry the 
story of Shasha boats for
generations to come

IN TOWN
67th Republic Day of India  
celebrations hosted by 
Embassy of India

HOPIBI’S ‘BIG H ‘
If you care for the envirnoment,
follow the advice of Hopibi
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WEEKEND SPECIAL

When you just
want to curl up
on the couch
for a few hours
of television
during wintry
evenings, keep
a huge bowl of
your favourite
soup at hand.
Try these soups,
churned out in
just minutes

MUSCAT DAILY offers a variety of classified listings for individuals and establishments: 
Situations Vacant/Wanted, Accommodation Wanted or Available, Sale of Household Items,
Cars for Sale or Wanted, Matrimonial Alliances, etc  

Please email your listing to dailyclassifieds@apexmedia.co.om or call: 99104346

"My Love, you are the most beautiful
gift that life has given me. On your

special day, I promise to cherish and
love you forever"  - Advance birthday

wishes from family & friends!

SARANYA SRIRAM
FEBRUARY 8

        M      00

 
SITUATION WANTED

German National (Male, 31),

multi-talented and fast learner,

with technical background is 

looking for any suitable position 

to improve his intermediate 

English. Six years experience at

ALDI, one of the largest supermar-

ket chains in Germany as 

Replenishment Dispatcher 

for around 120 branches. 

Available in Muscat till 

Jan 30 with one year multiple-

entry visa to Oman. Contact 

Number: 96756864

Senior Accountant BCOM, MBA-

Finance | 11+ years experience (9

years in Oman) NOC & D/L avail-

able.Contact Number: 78109909 |

shinsjohn@gmail.com

Indian male graduate with 14 years

of Sales & Marketing experience

looking for suitable position with

valid D/L , Ready to join immedi-

ately. Contact : 95136784

Looking for Immediate Job oppor-

tunity in Accounts. I am Shoaib

Shaikh, with 2.5 years of experi-

ence in Accounts, specializing in

bank reconciliation, accounts

payable, and receivable. Addition-

ally, I have 6 months of experience

in the travel industry in Muscat. I

am available to join immediately

and seeking a position with a

salary expectation of RO450-550.

For more details, contact:

93267786

Well settled Mangalorean RC 

family from Udupi seeks suitable

alliance for their son, 34 years,

working in a good position in 

Muscat.  Please reply  

to + 968 94673888 or 

email stanley411@gmail.com"






 





 



LOST PASSPORT
Name: DR MUHAMMAD ABDULKADER OMAR    

Tanzanian  Passport holder: TAE229843 
Date of issue: 04.Nov.2019 

Date of expiry: 03.Nov.2029
Place of Issue: PCO. DAR ES SALAAM

If found kindly contact: 97630076 
or send it to the Embassy of United Republic of 

Tanzania Muscat, Sultanate of Oman

MATRIMONIAL ALLIANCE :

SEND YOUR REQUEST FOR
Birthday/ Anniversary wishes to 

wish@apexmedia.co.om 
with your resident card copy (It’s free of cost)

BIRTHDAY
WISHES

Ingredients
3 onions – sliced fine
2 bouillon cubes
1tsp butter
2tbsp oil
1litre water

Method
Fry the sliced onions in oil till golden
brown and set aside. Boil the water
with 2 bouillon cubes. Switch off the
flame, add the fried onions to the
boiled bouillon water. Top with 1tsp
butter and serve hot.

French
Onion Soup

CLASSIFIEDS 

Ingredients
500g carrots/carrot puree
1 seasoning cube (veg/chicken)
1tbsp butter
1tbsp fresh cream
Pepper powder, to taste

Method
Cut the carrots into thick slices and
simmer in a pan, with a dash of but-
ter, for 3-4 minutes, then blend with
one cup water into a smooth flowy
liquid. Alternatively, use carrot puree,
which can be simmered for just 2-3

minutes. 
Add the butter and the sea-
soning cube and mix well.

Serve with a sprinkle of
pepper powder/dried

parsley and a dollop of
cream.

Carrot Soup

Ingredients
2 medium leeks - chopped and
washed
2 potatoes – boiled
1 green chilli
½ tsp salt
1tsp butter

Method
Saute the chopped leeks in a pan on
medium heat with 1tsp butter. Re-
move, cool and blend to a smooth
puree along with the boiled potatoes
and 2 cups of water. Simmer the mix-
ture for 3-4 minutes with one green
chilli and salt. Serve hot, with a dollop
of butter or fresh cream, if required.

Leek and
Potato Soup

Ingredients
1kg beef bones
1tsp salt
3-4 garlic cloves
1tsp julienned ginger
1tbsp chopped coriander
1tsp crushed black pepper
Method
Boil the bones in a pressure cooker,
with four glasses of water, garlic
cloves, ginger and salt for 30 min-
utes. Remove from fire, strain the
broth and serve piping hot into soup
bowls garnished with chopped co-
riander and a dash of crushed pep-
per. (Tip: Reserve meat broth in
advance and use for a quick soup.)

Beef bone
broth

WINTER WARMERS



YOUR DAILY
HOROSCOPE
ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19
For once, it's really tough to say how you might react to
what comes your way at the moment. Ordinarily, your
loved ones would have absolutely no problem figuring
that out. They might even be able to recite something un-
cannily close to your answer. But now? 

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20
You've felt this coming for a while now. Certain family
members have been smiling smugly, tossing knowing
glances around and exchanging meaningful winks. Now,
if anyone loves secrets, it's you, but only when you've
been let in on it. Beg if you have to. Something is going
on and you deserve to know about it. 

GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21
Heaven helps anyone who tries to come between you and
what you absolutely must get off of your chest at the mo-
ment. One look should shut them up, and probably send
them retreating to the corner with their tail between their
legs. But if that doesn't work, try a few well-placed words.
The truthful kind. 

CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22
Secrets are in the air at the moment for one and all. It may
be particularly tough to keep quiet, however, because the
secret you want to share is a happy one. Still, you've been
sworn to silence. There's only one thing to do: beg them
to let you out of your promise, swear that you'll only talk
about it with your best friend, and do just that.

LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22
You can come out now, and you can stop worrying too.
You've been dealing with an internal tug-of-war for days
and trying to decide whether to choose the responsible
or fun thing to do. Well, if you're clever, you can do both.
And who said you aren't clever? Be diligent during the
day (work a little bit longer if you have to).

VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22
Ready to take this relationship one giant step closer to-
ward intimacy? True intimacy? Bet you are. Bet they are
too. So get busy and forget about it being a school night.
Plan on being up late for only the most delightful reasons.
If you're tired tomorrow, you can always take a nap. Or
call in sick. This is the right time to indulge in what you
have been keeping under wraps for long.

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22
You have every right to voice your opinion, especially if
you think a friend's new love interest isn't good enough
for them. But remember that if you do, you're treading in
some dangerous territory. Reconsider. It might be best to
let this fling just run its course. By butting into other peo-
ple's love lives, you run the risk of alienating them and
losing favour with them.

SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21
Surprises could be coming to you via your career and the
people involved in it. This could mean the higher-ups have
been less than forthright about your situation or some-
thing they promised. The chances of that happening, how-
ever, are slim. What's more likely is that someone in a
position of authority has been working on your behalf. 

SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER 21
Today might be a little tricky when it comes to commu-
nication and travel. Now that you know what you're deal-
ing with, it's up to you to plan for it. If the past few days
have been a struggle, and you don't want an instant re-
play of the disorganization, troubleshoot. Be sure you
have an alternative arrangement for every plan. 

CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19
Feeling restless? Feeling like you need to expand your
horizons a bit by getting to know some new friends?
Well, you're right on track, and the Universe is only too
happy to help. When an invitation arrives, and it will,
probably sooner rather than later, you should jump
right on it, and greet your new peer group. 

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18
Just when you think you have everything under control,
a surprise will land in your life and take you out of the ac-
tion. The good news is that this wonderful surprise
proves someone is thinking about you. Let yourself get
sidetracked down this happy path and leave your old
routine behind. Things will go along just as well without
you. You need to capitalise on this excitement and make
the most of it. 

PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20
Sharing your life with someone is a choice. Friends and
partners have always provided you with the support you
need, but now someone could be morphing from sup-
porter to controller. Look at your social calendar. Who's
been setting the agenda? Before things get out of hand,
start flex your muscles and make your own choices. If
you get some attitude about it, slowly phase this person
out of your plans. Life's too short to not live on your own
terms. 

WEEKEND SPECIAL

TRIVIA QUIZ - FOR TEENS

1.       Who invented the first gasoline 
automobile?
A.     Karl Benz
B.      Henry Ford
C.     George Baldwin
D.     Robert Anderson

2. What is the meaning of Althing?
A. Ancient species of potato
B. Supreme parliament of Iceland
C. Outer shell of a rocket
D. Tusk of an African elephant

3. When was the extinct Arabian Oryx 
reintroduced in Oman? 

A.     1970
B.      1980
C.     1982
D.     1992

Answers
1. A
2. B
3. C

LEVEL EASY:
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and 

every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9 and only one 
instance of each number

DO YOU SUDOKU?
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Each game will present you with a
matrix filled with letters. The
objective is to form words by
linking adjacent letters - to the left,
right, on top, bottom, or diagonal
to each other. The Boggles Classic
game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words
are valued at one point for each
letter in excess of two letters. A
three letter word is worth one
point, a four letter word is  worth
two points, and so on. Valid words
must be at least three letters long. 

Solution 20-25 words:
Excellent, 15-20 words: Very
good, 10-15 words: Good, 
5-10 words: Average

BOGGLER

E T R N

J O A S

K E R E

S C R S

You have three minutes to find all
the words contained in this word. 

Rules: Words should be at least
four letters long, proper nouns
and duplicates don’t count

WORD BUILDER
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India’s 76th Republic Day

The Embassy of India celebrated the 76th Republic Day of India at the embassy lawns on January 26

Fed up of hitching rides
from passing automobiles
in town, I decided to get one
of my own.

Then my refined con-
science ushered itself in and
began to send me in a tizzy. 

“Are you going to add to
the pollution in town by
bringing one more vehicle
on the road? Have you for-
gotten that you are on a
mission to preserve the en-
vironment and save it for fu-
ture generations?” my con-
science served that to me,
without mincing any words.

Hmmm, I thought, won-
dering how to trick the old
fella and beat him to his
own game. I knew he was
playing the environment
card to change my mind.

Then it dawned upon
me, almost instantly and I

hit back with a wink.
How about an electric

vehicle, I thought, these are
safer for the environment.
But then, confusion found
its way again into this argu-
ment. I remember reading
that electric vehicles pose
the danger of one getting
electrocuted. 

Also, with over 1 million

EVs on the roads of the UK,
people are still skeptical
about the safety of drivers,
and pedestrians. And, at
lower speeds, EVs pose
even more danger to pedes-
trians as the reduced noise
can catch them offguard.

No, I can’t go for an elec-
tric car! After all, I, too, have
been a pedestrian all these

years. An eerie silence then
prevailed for some time
and, I wondered if my con-
science was taking 40 winks.

Sensing the opportunity,
I then pulled out a trump
card, what I’d call ‘the Big H’
of the automobile world.
Did you guess, too? 

Hybrid is the word!
So, I’m going in for a hy-

brid vehicle that offers lim-
ited use of fuel and elec-
tricity, interchangeably. Be-
sides, these have lower op-
erating costs, greater effici-
ency, charging flexibility, a
longer lifespan, and, above
all, these sit well in a coun-
try’s sustainability goals

I did hear a snore (from
Mr conscience) - surely he
had heard me but did not
want to be procalimed as
beaten. Zzzzz zzzzz!

I’m going in for the ‘Big H’
HOPPING
AROUND 

WITH 
HOPIBI

IN TOWN
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