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SUNRISE - 06:07 AM

PRAYER TIMINGS

FAJR - 04:51 AM

DHUHR - 11:56 PM

ASR - 03:14 PM

MAGHRIB - 05:41 PM

ISHA - 06:52 PM

WEATHER MUSCAT: Max 340C     Min 280C       SALALAH: Max 320C     Min 240C      NIZWA: Max 370C     Min 240C
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THROUGH
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Man drowns in Ras Madrakah
The search and rescue teams of the Civil 
Defence and Ambulance Authority (CDAA) in Al 
Wusta Governorate, in cooperation with the 
relevant authorities and with the participation of 
citizens, carried out a search and rescue 
operation for a citizen who drowned at sea in 
Ras Madrakah in the Wilayat of Al Duqm. The 
missing person was found dead on Sunday.
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OMAN LAUNCHES 
72ND GOVERNMENT 
DEVELOPMENT 
BONDS

MUSCAT
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BRASILIA

 TWO DIE AS BUILDING COLLAPSES IN SUR

35 COUNTRIES ATTEND
DATES, HONEY EXPO

PRABOWO TAKES
OFFICE AS PRESIDENT

LULA CANCELS TRIP
TO BRICS SUMMIT

The second edition of the ‘Inter-
national Dates and Honey Exhibi-
tion’ kicked off on Sunday at the 
Oman Convention and Exhibi-
tion Centre. The exhibition aims 
to introduce the latest products 
in the fields of dates and honey, 
expand commercial prospects and 
enlighten participating countries 
and exhibitors about the quality 
of dates and honey products avail-
able in the Sultanate of Oman. 
More than 35 countries are taking 
part in the week-long exhibi-
tion, which ends on October 26. 
The opening ceremony was held 
under the auspices of Dr Saud 
bin Hamoud al Habsi, Minister of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Water 
Resources. DETAILS ON P3

Former general Prabowo 
Subianto was sworn in on 
October 20, 2024, as president 
of Indonesia, seeking a more 
prominent position on the global 
stage for the world’s fourth most 
populous nation. The 73-year-old 
took the oath at parliament to 
officially succeed outgoing leader 
Joko Widodo. SEE ALSO P6

Brazilian President Luiz Inacio 
Lula da Silva on Sunday cancelled 
his trip to Russia for the BRICS 
summit, following medical advice 
to temporarily avoid long-haul 
flights after hurting his head in an 
accident at home. In a statement, 
the presidential office said Lula, 
who was initially scheduled to de-
part at 5 pm local time on Sunday, 
will now participate in the BRICS 
meeting via videoconference. 
The diplomatic forum founded 
15 years ago by major emerg-
ing markets Brazil, Russia, India 
and China has since expanding 
to include South Africa, Egypt, 
Ethiopia, Iran and the United 
Arab Emirates.
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OMAN BOYS EYE 
STRONG START IN ASIAN 
CUP QUALIFIERS IN 
SINGAPORE

Duqm economic zone attracts RO 6 billion investments
MUSCAT: The 5th Duqm 

Forum reviewed the most 

important investment 

opportunities available in the 

blue economy, food security, 

logistics, tourism and renewable 

energy sectors in the Sultanate of 

Oman in general and Al Wusta 

Governorate in particular.

The event, held at the Oman 

Convention and Exhibition 

Centre on Sunday, was organised 

by the Oman Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry (Al 

Wusta Governorate Branch), 

in partnership with the Foreign 

Ministry and the Public 

Authority for Special Economic 

Zones and Free Zones.

STRATEGIC LOCATION
The opening ceremony was 

held under the auspices of His 

Highness Sayyid Harib bin 

Thuwaini al Said, Assistant 

Secretary-General of the Council 

of Ministers for Conferences.

Speaking on the occasion, 

Shaikh Khalifa bin Ali al Harthy, 

Under-Secretary of the Foreign 

Ministry for Diplomatic Affairs, 

said that Oman’s ancient history 

linked to the sea and its strategic 

location on the open seas have 

enabled it to communicate and 

establish trade and cultural 

relations with many countries 

and peoples in the world 

throughout the ages. Therefore, 

the government, said Al Harthy, 

is investing and strengthening 

this field by constructing 

modern ports and a network 

of expressways that provide 

distinguished logistical services 

in the field of distributing and 

transporting containers in the 

region, which qualifies it to 

be a major link in the global 

transportation network.

On his turn, Shaikh Ahmed 

bin Musallam al Kathiri, 

Governor of Al Wusta, said that 

the total investments in Duqm 

Special Economic Zone stood 

at more than RO 6 billion. In 

the field of renewable energy, 

the governorate is hosting five 

projects out of eight national 

projects offered at the level of 

Oman, with an investment 

value of ($49 billion) in green 

hydrogen projects and the fields 

of solar energy, wind energy and 

related projects. SEE ALSO P13

An elderly couple lost their lives when their building collapsed after heavy rains in the Old Souq area of the Wilayat of 
Sur, Al Sharqiyah South Governorate, in the wee hours of Sunday morning, according to the Civil Defence and 
Ambulance Authority (CDAA). The CDAA spokesperson said that the Indian couple hailing from the state of Gujarat were 
trapped inside the debris of the old building in which they had been staying for many years. DETAILS ON P2

Israel blows up 
entire villages 
in Lebanon
BEIRUT: The Israeli army has 

almost completely destroyed 

several villages in southern 

Lebanon, razing their homes 

and mosques to the ground, 

according to local security 

sources. 

The military blew up the 

town of Ramia near Bint Jbeil 

in the border area, among 

other places, it is learned from 

Lebanese security circles. 

There was initially no official 

confirmation of this. Soldiers 

from the international UN 

mission observed several Israeli 

units advancing from Israel 

across the demarcation line into 

Lebanon around a week ago. 

A few days ago, a photo 

also circulated on social 

media showing Israeli soldiers 

apparently posing in front 

of the village’s community 

building. Meanwhile, fighting 

raged on two fronts on Sunday 

as Israel targeted what it said 

was a Hezbollah “command 

centre” in the Lebanese capital, 

while in Gaza rescuers reported 

73 people killed in a single air 

strike.

The strikes on Hezbollah’s 

south Beirut stronghold came 

after Israeli Prime Minister 

Benjamin Netanyahu accused 

the group of attempting to 

assassinate him by targeting 

his residence. Lebanon’s official 

National News Agency (NNA) 

said Israel’s strikes on the 

capital hit a residential building 

in south Beirut’s Haret Hreik 

area near a mosque and a 

hospital. About 70 projectiles 

were fired from Lebanon on 

Sunday and crossed into Israel 

within a matter of minutes, 

the military said, adding it 

intercepted some of them.

Illustrating the intensity 

of the fighting, NNA later 

reported 14 Israeli strikes in 

the space of 15 minutes on a 

single border village, Khiam. 

Israeli Defence Minister Yoav 

Gallant told troops on Sunday 

that the military was stepping 

up its strikes on Hezbollah in 

Lebanon.

The Lebanese army, which 

is not fighting in the war, said 

three of its soldiers were killed 

in an Israeli strike on their 

vehicle in southern Lebanon. In 

Gaza, the civil defence agency 

said an Israeli air strike on a 

residential area killed at least 73 

Palestinians in Beit Lahia in the 

territory’s north.

“Our civil defence crews 

recovered 73 martyrs and a 

large number of wounded as 

a result of the Israeli air force 

targeting a residential area... 

in Beit Lahia in northern 

Gaza,” said agency spokesman 

Mahmud Bassal. SEE ALSO P6

Lot at stake as COP16 opens today in Cali
PARIS: The world’s pledges to 

halt humankind’s destruction 

of nature will be put to the test 

when the 16th UN conference on 

biodiversity opens on October 21, 

2024, in Colombia. The COP16, 

held in the city of Cali through 

November 1, is the first meeting 

of the international community 

since the adoption two years ago 

of an unprecedented road map to 

achieve that goal.

But putting that agreement 

into practice risks not moving 

fast enough to stop the 

destruction of land, oceans 

and species by a 2030 target 

date. How will COP16 ensure 

countries achieve the 23 targets 

of the “Global Biodiversity 

Framework”? Can it unlock 

the billions of dollars needed? 

Can it guarantee the rights of 

Indigenous peoples?

Creating protected areas, 

restoring depleted land, cutting 

the use of pesticides, increasing 

funding for nature — few of the 

targets humanity had previously 

set for 2020 have been reached. 

To avoid repeating that failure, 

countries agreed at COP15 to 

create a monitoring mechanism, 

with common indicators to 

measure progress and a possible 

review procedure.

But the details of this 

mechanism, crucial for holding 

countries to account, remain 

to be adopted. Carrying out 

this negotiation will be the top 

agenda item of COP16 and its 

host Colombia, which wants to 

establish itself as a leader in the 

global fight to safeguard nature.

But parallel negotiations, 

notably financial, will also come 

into play. As of mid-October, 

only 29 countries out of 196 had 

submitted national biodiversity 

strategies to reflect their share 

of global efforts. And 91 have 

submitted “national targets,” 

or commitments on all or part 

of the targets, according to the 

UN Convention on Biological 

Diversity.

Several countries could 

publish their plan in Cali, and 

those of Colombia and Brazil 

are keenly awaited. Some 12,000 

delegates, including seven heads 

of state, are expected to attend 

COP16. — AFP

The United States is 
investigating the leak of a pair 
of highly classified intelligence 
documents describing Israel’s 
preparations for a strike on 
Iran, House Speaker Mike 
Johnson said on Sunday. The 
documents appear to have 
been prepared by the National 
Geospatial-Intelligence 
Agency, describing US 
interpretations of Israeli Air 
Force and Navy planning 
based on satellite imagery 
from October 15 to 16.

They began circulating last 
week on the Telegram 
messaging app.

Asked about the leak of the 
documents during an 
interview with CNN, Johnson, 
the US House of 
Representatives’ top lawmaker, 
said an “investigation is under 
way and I’ll get a briefing on 
that in a couple of hours.” “...
We are following it closely,” 
Johnson added.

US looking into
the leak reports
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MoL sets timeframe 

grievance

MEETING REVIEWS 
DEVELOPMENT 
PROJECTS IN DHOFAR

MUSCAT: The Ministry of Labour (MoL) has 
issued decision 617/2024 that calls for having a 
system for employers to register their complaints 
and grievances. This decision is based on the 
Labour Law issued by Royal Decree 53/2023. Every 

obligated to prepare a complaints and grievances 
system. This decision shall be published in the 

following the date of its publication.
The decision states that employees should 

manager, and the direct manager is obligated to 

SALALAH: The Ministry of Economy on Sunday 
organised a joint meeting in the Wilayat of 
Salalah with the departments concerned to discuss 
the requirements of projects that use Dhofar 

advantages, among other matters and was attended 

of Dhofar, Dr Said bin Mohammed al Saqri, 
Minister of Economy, and Eng Badr bin Salim al 

The meeting dealt with ways to support the 

programmes related to Oman Vision 2040. — ONA

MUSCAT: The latest weather maps and forecasts indicate 
that the Sultanate of Oman is expected to experience 
unstable weather conditions over the next few days. Starting 
from Monday evening, cloud cover will gradually increase 
over parts of the central governorates, leading to scattered 
rainfall. 

expected as cloud formations continue.
There is a potential for sporadic rainfall, sometimes heavy, 

starting on Tuesday and lasting until Thursday. Some areas 
may also experience occasional thunderstorms.

Rainfall could also extend to the Al Hajar Mountains, 
where localised storms are possible.

The National Early Warning Center is closely monitoring 

SHORTTAKES

UNSTABLE WEATHER CONDITIONS EXPECTED

Elderly Indian couple dies 
in Sur building collapse
KABEER YOUSUF
@kabeeryousef

AN ELDERLY couple lost their lives 
when the building they were living 

Old Souq area of the Wilayat of Sur, 
Al Sharqiyah South Governorate, in the 
early hours of Sunday morning, accord-
ing to the Civil Defence and Ambulance 
Authority (CDAA).

The CDAA spokesperson stated that the 
Indian business couple, originally from 
the state of Gujarat, were trapped inside 
the debris of the old building where they 
had been living for many years.

The bodies of Purushottam Neera 
Nandu Kishandas, 88, and his wife Pad-
mini Purushottam, 80, from Gujarat, were 
found under the debris of the collapsed 
building.

The couple had been living in Sur with 
their family and conducting business 
there since the middle of the 1940s.

The building was constructed with a 
mixture of mud and cement. Those in-
jured were taken to the nearest govern-
ment hospital.

The Hiranand Kishandas specialised in 

trading clothes and perfumes in the Old 
Souq area.

“We received a call at 1.14 am on Sunday 

collapsed. Our brigades quickly responded 

several hours. An investigation is ongo-
ing,” the CDAA spokesperson said.

Residents of the Old Souq area informed 

daughter-in-law, who lived nearby, were 
safe.

Neera Nandu, a member of the second 
generation of a Gujarati merchant clan, 
was well-liked in the local Omani commu-
nity.

during his years in the country.

Purushottam Neera Nandu Padmini Purushottam

VINOD NAIR
@vinot_nair

The Inspector General of Police and 
Customs issued Resolution 149/2024, 
issuing the executive regulations of 
the Biometrics Law based on Royal 
Decree 21/2024.

A new decision refers to the 
establishment of a database for 

-
petent department, in which data 
obtained from the biometric trace 
raised from the crime scene or any 
other place, the biometric trace 
raised from unknown bodies and 
remains, the reference biometric 
sample taken from the accused and 
those convicted of a crime, the ref-
erence biometric sample taken from 
the relatives of the missing or those 

are found, the reference biometric 

face prints, eye prints, and any 
other biometric prints are stored.

The decision also allowed the 
addition of any other related data 

approval of the Inspector General or 
his delegate.

The decision stressed that it is 
not permissible to modify any of 
the database data unless an error is 
proven in the recorded data, taking 
into account the following: obtain-
ing written permission from the 

made under the approved electronic 
systems; preparing a detailed report 
with a reason and submitting it to 
the competent director to approve 

The decision stated that the col-

lection, analysis and preservation 
of biological traces and reference 
biological samples are done using 

(saliva) or through a blood sample 
and any other 

by a decision 
issued by the 
Inspector Gen-
eral. The deci-
sion allowed any 
person to volun-
tarily submit to 
the competent 
department to 

-
nation of the reference biological 
sample taken from him and include 
it in the database for use, as a ge-

be conducted in cases such as suspi-
cion of births in health institutions, 

suspicion of test-tube babies, lost or 
mixed-up children due to accidents 

-

bodies.
The decision prohibited conduct-

-
tion to prove or deny lineage. It also 

examination of reference biological 
samples except to determine the ge-
netic characteristics of non-coding 
genetic sites in the chromosomal 
DNA.

It is also not permissible to con-
duct a genetic analysis of reference 
biological samples except in the 
implementation of a judicial order 
or ruling or if the samples are of un-
known origin or taken from biologi-
cal traces found at the crime scene 
or incident.

The decision stated that the collection, analysis, and preservation of biological traces and 

The decision 
prohibited 

conducting a 

examination to 
prove or deny 

lineage.
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KABEER YOUSUF
@kabeeryousef

WITH 
OVER 200 dates and honey 
manufacturers from the 
Sultanate of Oman, along 
with more than a hundred 
honey and dates dealers 

and dates from 27 countries, the Second 
International Dates and Honey Exhibi-
tion began under the auspices of Dr Saud 
bin Hamoud al Habsi, Minister of Agri-
culture, Fisheries and Water Resources, 

Centre on Sunday.

beekeeping, propagation, sorting, qual-
ity control, packaging, production and 

dates and honey sectors in Oman by rais-
ing awareness among beekeepers, date 

products and introduce modern technolo-
gies in production and the supply chain.

According to Ministry sources, the 
expo also aims to maximise returns 
through transformation industries and 

products while facilitating the exchange 
of experiences between local and interna-
tional exhibitors.

participants, traders, and those interested 
in this sector in a special corner for B2B 

trade exchange between the Sultanate of 
Oman and the participating countries,” a 
spokesperson from the Ministry of Agri-
culture, Fisheries and Water Resources 
said.

The spokesperson added that the exhi-

daily draws for gold, jewellery, and elec-

a Chery Tiggo 4 Pro car.
More than 35 countries are participat-

ing in the week-long exhibition, which 

-
nies, including honey and date producers, 
packaging companies, and food process-
ing companies specialising in dates and 
honey products.

MUSCAT:
Petrochemicals Industries 
Company (OQ8) and Oman Sail 
announced the launch of the 
fourth edition of the Al Nokheda 
programme, coinciding with 

and Omani Youth Day on October 

dedication to fostering the talents 

reinforcing its commitment to 
national progress in line with 
Oman Vision 2040.

The Al Nokheda programme 
aims to empower both 
educators and students in Al 

communication and leadership 
skills. It includes a series of 

groups, with a dedicated track 

“By launching the Al Nokheda 
programme, we are strategically 

Oman. Equipping our youth and 

educators with critical leadership, 
communication, and decision-
making skills is at the core of our 

in the industry. This programme 

leadership in the global energy 
sector,” said Saif al Manji, Head of 
Value Creation.

Commercial Director, added, 
“We are excited to partner with 
OQ8 for yet another edition of the 

by empowering young people 
nationwide, equipping them with 

as they approach graduation. This 

mindset and impart essential tools 

professionally.”

enhancing leadership, decision-

youth, helping prepare the next 
generation of leaders.

To promote female participation 
in the STEAM sector, a special 
Al Nokheda programme will 
take place from October 24-26 in 
Al Duqm, designed for female 

This outdoor workshop 

communication, and teamwork 
skills while fostering an 

and cultural heritage. By creating 
a space for young women to grow, 

empowerment of future female 
leaders in Oman.

OMAN

PANEL REVIEWS 
PROGRESS ON CHILD 
RIGHTS CONVENTION 
IMPLEMENTATION

AGREEMENT FOR BUS 
STATION IN NIZWA

MUSCAT: The committee tasked with following up 
on the implementation of the Convention on the 

in following up on the comments and 

— ONA

MUSCAT:

SHORT

Al Nokheda programme for women, youth launched

Speed up appointing Omani fuel station managers
STAFF REPORTER
MUSCAT, OCT 20

The Ministry of Labour (MoL) 
has called on establishments 
to expedite the appointment 
of Omanis as fuel station 

within a month from the 
date of the publication of the 
notice, which was published 
on Sunday.

The ministry said: 

from the operational 
Ministry of Labour, and 

establishments committed 
to appointing national 
workers and appreciate their 

job stability for the national 
workforce by contributing 

The Ministry of Labour and 
Oman Society for Petroleum 

nationalise the job of Filling 
Station Manager.

holders of Higher Diplomas 

business management and 

the ministry and Opal to 
nationalise jobs and empower 

it with Omanis capable 
of managing this type of 
business.

around the Sultanate of 
Oman.

Dates and honey expo 
focuses on investment

— ONA
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SPOTLIGHT

FOSTERING 
POSITIVITY 

AT WORK

AFRAH AL BALUSHI 

THE
WORK 
ENVIRONMENT 
significantly influences 
performance indicators 
and contributes to 

creating a positive atmosphere of 
creativity, friendship and team 
spirit.

However, the success of 
employees can be undermined by 
the character of their colleagues, 
especially those with negative 
personalities.

While the work environment 
can foster positivity, the presence 
of negative individuals can drain 
energy and impact morale, 
ultimately affecting overall 
productivity. It’s essential to 
recognise that no workplace is 

ideal; every setting presents its 
challenges and pressures, which 

vary from one location to another. 
Problems at work can spill over 

into personal lives, affecting social 
interactions and behaviour. 

Therefore, it’s crucial to shield 
oneself from negative influences 

to maintain engagement and 
performance levels.
Although controlling others’ 

behaviour is difficult, employees can 
adopt specific strategies to prevent 

negativity from affecting their work. 
This may include setting boundaries 

with negative colleagues and focusing 
on positive interactions. Negative 

personalities can lead to serious health 
issues, including high blood pressure, 

anxiety and weakened immune systems. 
Research shows that even brief exposure 

to anger can exhaust the body and lead to 
long-term health problems, including heart 

conditions.
Recognising the signs of negativity - such as 

emotional draining and chronic complaining - is 
essential. By understanding these behaviours, individuals can 

take proactive steps to minimise their exposure to toxic personalities. 
Furthermore, studies indicate that stress can have lasting negative effects on cognitive function, impacting memory and 

decision-making abilities. Prolonged exposure to stress can lead to irreversible brain damage and physical health issues. 
There’s no reason to sacrifice personal well-being to accommodate negative individuals.

Reducing the time spent with these individuals can help protect mental health and maintain focus on 
professional goals. While it’s important to show empathy towards those struggling with negativity, it’s equally 
important to maintain personal boundaries. Offering support without allowing their negativity to invade 
your space can foster a healthier work environment.

Ultimately, the psychological state of employees is crucial for productivity. A supportive work 
environment can significantly enhance mental health and overall job satisfaction.

By cultivating positivity and managing the influence of negativity, employees can 
enhance their productivity and well-being, leading to a more fulfilling work 
experience.
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Work environment impacts performance

Negative colleagues can hinder success

Managing negative personalities is essential

Negative individuals create toxicity

Positive mindset fosters a healthy workplace
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SAF CHIEF RECEIVES 
COMMANDER OF 
FRENCH FORCES

FRENCH MILITARY 
OFFICIAL VISITS MSC

MUSCAT: Vice Admiral Abdullah bin Khamis 

— ONA

delegation were greeted upon their arrival at the 

— ONA

SHORTTAKES

During the meeting, the two sides discussed several 
military matters of mutual interest. — ONA

its latest equipment and technologies. — ONA

MoHERI, Gulf College host 
2024 scientific symposium
BALQEES AL ORAIMI 
MUSCAT, OCT 20 

THE Ministry of Higher Education, 
Research and Innovation 
(MoHERI), in collaboration with 
Gulf College, hosted the 2024 

Scientific Research Symposium at the 
university campus in Al Maabela. The event 
was held under the auspices of Dr Rahma 
bint Ibrahim al Mahrouqiyah, Minister of 
Higher Education, Research and Innovation.

In her address, the minister emphasised 
the dedicated efforts of private higher 
education institutions in Oman to elevate the 
quality and diversity of their programmes, 
aligning with global advancements and 
the demands of the Fourth Industrial 
Revolution.  

She highlighted the importance of linking 
academic programmes with scientific 
research and innovation to produce new 
knowledge, turning ideas into tangible 
realities that benefit society and the 
economy.

She also underscored the multifaceted 
role of these institutions in serving 
and advancing society through events, 
conferences, and collaborative programmes. 

Their contributions include fostering 
partnerships with government bodies and 
civil society organisations, supporting 
community activities, and offering their 
facilities for broader use.

The symposium delved into opportunities 
for advancing scientific research in Oman, 
featuring sessions led by experts and 

researchers. Key discussions included the 
current status of scientific journals, research 
citations, and the national infrastructure to 
support research. 

The sessions aimed to align with Oman 
Vision 2040, which envisions a knowledge-
based economy driven by innovation and 
excellence. Among the key objectives of 
the symposium were: Reviewing efforts 
to support scientific publishing in the 
Sultanate of Oman.

Highlighting the Shuaa platform as 
an open-source repository for scientific 

production, exploring strategies for 
establishing peer-reviewed academic 
journals and evaluating scientific publishing 
indicators and their impact.

Others included identifying opportunities 
and challenges in enhancing scientific 
publishing and  discussing the potential 
need for a dedicated office or centre to 
support publishing efforts in Oman. The 
event also underscored the importance of 
fostering a culture of research excellence 
and enhancing the quality of scientific 
outputs in Oman.

MUSCAT: The Oman chapter of 
‘Motta Global,’ an international 
organisation now active in over 
20 countries, hosted its inaugural 
meetup at Darsait Beach on Friday. 
The gathering was not focused on 
the challenges of baldness, but 
rather on embracing it with pride 
and inspiring others to do the 
same. Their mission extends to 
supporting individuals facing body 
shaming, fostering a sense of com-
munity, and promoting empower-
ment and positivity.

As part of the ‘Stop Body Sham-
ing’ campaign, several bald indi-
viduals in Oman gathered for the 
first time, creating a valuable op-
portunity for like-minded people 
to connect and share their experi-
ences. Although the initial meetup 
included just nine members, Bipin 
Konni, the Oman coordinator of 
Motta Global, is hopeful that more 
participants will join the organisa-
tion soon.

Bipin, a prominent food vlogger 
in Oman, noted that “the chapter 

not only addresses the cause of bald 
heads but also tackles various other 
body-shaming issues like obesity, 
skin tone, and more. The campaign 
for stopping body shaming conclud-
ed at Kozhikode beach on Sunday, 
while the Oman chapter plans to net-
work and draw up their next steps.”

Other members of the Oman 
chapter include Bipin B Varghese 
from Majid Al Futtaim, Shiju 
Kadavil from Al Naba, Santhosh 
from IMD Wadi Kabir, Bibindas 
Puthenveettile, Kiran Kollannur 

from Golden Arena United, Al 
Maabella, C K Suvish from Mustafa 
Sultan, Vinay from Zubair Automo-
tive, Sumesh Hariharan from Texel 
Energy Services, Al Ghubra, and 
Vinod from Badr Al Sama.

The Oman initiative follows a 
unique gathering that took place 
in August 2024 at Thekkinkadu 
Maidan in Thrissur, Kerala. Par-
ticipants, dressed in blue jeans and 
white shirts, all shared a distinc-
tive feature — bald heads. This 
event led to the creation of ‘Motta 
Global,’ the world’s first interna-
tional organisation for bald indi-
viduals. ‘Motta,’ which means bald 
in Malayalam, captures the spirit 
of this movement.

Additionally, the Motta Global 
UAE Chapter, a global Malayalee 
association of shaved heads, also 
launched its body-shaming aware-
ness campaign in Dubai. Similar 
groups across the world held plac-
ards and shared photos on social 
media, uniting against body sham-
ing and promoting acceptance.

AL AWABI: The Ministry of 
Health (MoH), represented 
by the Directorate General 
of Health Services in the Al 
Batinah South Governorate, 
celebrated the opening of 
the new expansion of the 
Al Awabi Health Centre in 
the Wilayat of Al Awabi on 
Sunday.

The event was graced 
by the presence of Dr Said 
bin Harib al Lamki, Under-
Secretary of the Ministry of 
Health for Health Affairs, 
along with several other 
distinguished officials.

Dr Yousef bin Mohammed 
al Farsi, Director General 
of Health Services in Al 
Batinah South Governorate, 
emphasised that the 
expansion is part of the 
government’s ongoing 
efforts to enhance 
healthcare services and 
address the needs of the 
local community. 

The newly expanded 
facilities include 8 
additional clinics and 
advanced service facilities, 
equipped with cutting-
edge medical technology to 

ensure accurate diagnosis 
and effective treatment.

He further highlighted 
that the expansion aligns 
with the government’s 
commitment to sustainable 
health development, 
aiming to provide 
comprehensive and high-
quality healthcare to all 
members of the community. 
The development is also 
a response to the growing 
population in the Wilayat 
and the increasing demand 
for essential medical 
services. — ONA
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CHANGE COST FUEL LEAK STATE HEAD

Protests cost garment industry $400m

$400 million due to unrest following the 
student-led revolution that ousted the 

leaders said on Sunday, insisting the 
situation was now “stable”. The South 

— AFP

giant Shell began leaking into the sea 

started early on Sunday morning on a 

Maritime and Port Authority of 

at source,” the MPA said. — AFP

conditions and will submit to the 

Thanh Hai, the head of the committee 

conference on Sunday. — AFP

PRABOWO TAKES 
UP INDONESIAN 
PRESIDENCY

NEPALIS CLASH 
WITH POLICE OVER 

JAKARTA:

largest democracy, vowing to combat internal 

old has undergone a remarkable transformation, 
from being a former military commander facing 

Prabowo , who unsuccessfully ran for the 

said, at times raising his voice. — Reuters

KATHMANDU:

Lamichhane faces charges of fraud and organised 
crime related to the alleged embezzlement of funds 

attention.
Lamichhane rejects the charges, which 

Lamichhane is well known for his career as a 

crowds with water cannon and tear gas. — AFP

BEIRUT: Fighting raged on two fronts on Sunday 
as Israel targeted what it said was a Hezbollah 

to assassinate him by targeting his residence. 

building in Haret Hreik near a mosque and a 

The Israeli military said it hit the “command 

that it killed three gunmen in other strikes. It 

crossed into Israel within a matter of minutes, and 
— AFP

NAIROBI:

Sunday lashed out at his boss 

warning that his life could be in 

levelled against him on Thursday, 

be so vicious against me,” he told 

security had been withdrawn and 

must be held to account,” he said, 

where he was being treated for severe 

barely an hour before he was due to 

found guilty on charges including 

laundering. — AFP

SHORTTAKES

— Reuters

— AFP

— Reuters

IMPEACHED 
DEPUTY 

PRESIDENT 
BLASTS BOSS

UN condemns Israeli 
airstrikes in Beit Lahiya
THE UN peace envoy for the Middle 

East on Sunday condemned 
continued attacks on civilians 

on Saturday. “This follows weeks of 

of civilian fatalities and near total lack of 

in the north,” said Tor Wennesland, the 
UN Coordinator for the Middle East Peace 

A total of 87 people were killed or 

attack on Saturday on Beit Lahiya in 

ministry said on Sunday. The Israeli 

health ministry says the strikes have 

escalated. 

with Israel, the ministry said. “Victims are 

two weeks into a major operation around 

relentless Israeli strikes & an ever-

Middle East peace envoy Tor Wennesland 

displacement of Palestinians must cease, 

Palestinians that the operation is intended 
to clear them out of the northern part of 

protect civilians and separate them from 

— Reuters

— Reuters

ISRAEL ESCALATES BEIRUT BOMBING
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THOUSANDS JOIN 
RALLY AGAINST 
SPANISH GOVT
MADRID: Thousands of people packed a Madrid 
square on Sunday to protest against Socialist Prime 

an early election, at a rally backed by right-wing 

protesters massed in the Plaza de Castilla, a large 

and called on Sanchez to resign.
The demonstration was supported by the main 

the extreme-right Vox. Speakers attacked the 

ranging from an amnesty for Catalan independence 
campaigners to its pacts with regional separatist 

Gomez.
Around 25,000 people took part, according to the 

— AFP

PEOPLEDEMAND

a demonstration to protest against the ruling 
— AFP

Ukraine drones target 
Russian explosive plant

UKRAINE said on Sunday it had 
targeted a crucial Russian 
explosives factory, located 
about 750 kilometres from 

the border, in an overnight drone attack. Kyiv 
has repeatedly launched drone attacks deep 
into Russian territory, seeking to hit energy 
and military sites that it says key to supplying 

A source in the SBU security services said 
that its drones had struck the Sverdlov explo-
sives factory in Dzerzhinsk, just outside the 
Russian city of Nizhny Novgorod.

targeted the area but said the attack had been 
foiled.

“Air defences and electronic warfare 
means repelled a drone attack on the territo-
ry of the Dzerzhinsk industrial zone,” Nizhny 
Novgorod regional governor Gleb Nikitin said 

-
tion, located on the territory of the industrial 
enterprise, received light shrapnel wounds,” 
he added.

Kyiv did not say what damage, if any, the 

earlier it had downed 110 Ukrainian drones 

the largest attempted aerial barrage by 
Ukraine in two weeks.

Meanwhile, At least 17 people were wound-
ed in an attack on the Ukrainian city of Kry-

emergency services said. Russia also attacked 
an energy facility in the northeastern Sumy 
region, the regional power operator Sumyo-
blenergo said on Telegram, knocking out 
electricity for more than 37,000 consumers. 

Ukraine is bracing for its toughest winter 
of the war yet. Russia has destroyed swathes 
of its generating capacity and continues to 

strike energy sites, at a time when tempera-
tures have dropped towards freezing across 
the country.

Separately, Russian aviation authorities 
temporarily closed the Kazan airport, around 
1,000 kilometres from the Ukraine border, on 
Sunday morning, citing air safety concerns. 
The Rosaviatsia agency did not provide a 

such restrictions are typically imposed when 
there are reports of Ukrainian drone attacks 
in the area. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin is set to 
meet the leaders of China, Brazil and Tur-
kiye in the city later this week for the BRICS 

allies and partners inside the country since it 
attacked Ukraine in February 2022. — AFP

— Reuters

LATROBE: Kamala Harris and Don-
ald Trump invited star power to the 
campaign trail on Saturday, as they 

and urged early voting in battle-
ground states key to the ever-tighten-
ing US presidential race. At rallies in 
Detroit and Atlanta, Harris brought 
out pop stars Lizzo and Usher respec-
tively to warm up her crowds, while 
painting her rival Trump as exhaust-
ed and unhinged.
The Republican running for a second 
go in the White House countered 
those accusations with a marathon 
speech in Pennsylvania, as billion-
aire Elon Musk campaigned for him 
elsewhere in the state. Both candi-

fewer than three weeks to Election 
Day.
Harris told voters in Detroit that her 

-
ing” while repeating vows to invest 
in the working and middle classes. 
“We stand for the idea that the true 
measure of the strength of a leader is 

Later in Atlanta, Harris accused 
Trump of “ducking debates and 
cancelling interviews because of 
exhaustion”. “When he does answer 
a question or speak at a rally -- have 

and ramble, and generally, for the 

But we here we will call it nonsense.”
Trump began his more than 90-min-
ute rally with a lengthy monologue 
on the late golfer Arnold Palmer, 
for whom the regional airport in 
Latrobe, where the Republican ap-
peared, is named.
He then launched into his routine, 
meandering speech that includes at-
tacking migrants, personally deni-
grating Harris and repeating false 
claims about the 2020 election. 
At rally in Las Vegas, former US 
president Barack Obama took aim at 

Trump, comparing him to a grand-
father whose bizarre behaviour 

speeches and a strange dance party.
“So you would be worried if your 
grandpa started acting like this. You 

your brother,... be like, have you seen 

“But this is coming from somebody 
who wants unchecked power, wants 

with the nuclear codes and all that,” 
said Obama. Both candidates are 

in pivotal battleground states where 
early voting is already underway.
 — AFP

Harris, Trump duel over endurance as celebrities join campaign

Moldova votes in election, EU referendum
CHISINAU: Moldovans cast their 
ballots on Sunday in a presidential 
election and EU referendum at a 
pivotal moment that could reinforce 

drive to join the European Union, 

meddling. As the war in Ukraine 
rages to the east and turns the 
political and diplomatic spotlight 
on the former Soviet republic, it 
has accelerated its push to escape 

long process of EU accession talks.
Polls show pro-Western 

incumbent Maia Sandu has a 
comfortable lead over her 10 rivals 
on the ballot, though the race will go 

to reach the 50% threshold to win 
outright. Polls show she is likely to 
face Alexandr Stoianoglo, a former 
prosecutor-general backed by the 
traditionally pro-Russian Party 
of Socialists, if the vote goes to a 

second round. Sandu hopes to see a 
resounding “yes” at the referendum, 
which will decide whether to insert a 

EU accession as a goal. “Our vote at 

for many decades to come,” she said 

Moldovans to vote and singling out 
the diaspora in particular.

Polls show a majority support 
joining the 27-nation bloc, though 

supporters to vote “no” or boycott, 
saying the timing of the referendum 

at the election. The referendum 
needs a turnout of at least a third 
of everyone listed on the electoral 
rolls to be valid, although the lists 
are outdated due to emigration. 
As of 12:00 pm, turnout at the 
referendum stood at more than 16%, 

boycotted the referendum as he 

voted, telling reporters the country 
needed a new government and that 
he stood for a “balanced” foreign 
policy that would develop ties 
with the EU, Russia, United States 
and China. A weak outcome for 
Sandu would set the tone for next 

where political analysts say her 
PAS party will face a challenge 
to retain its majority. Flanked by 
Romania and Ukraine, the nation 
of fewer than 3 million people has 
alternated between pro-Western and 
pro-Russian courses since the 1991 
break-up of the Soviet Union.

Ties with Moscow have 
deteriorated since Sandu came 
to power in December 2020. Her 

February 2022 war of Ukraine, 
accused Russia of plotting her 

supplies. — Reuters

Polls show 
pro-Western 

incumbent Maia 
Sandu has a 
comfortable 

ballot, though 
the race will go 

to reach the 50% 
threshold to win 

outrightSEVEN-STOREY BUILDING COLLAPSE

building at Kahawa West residential area in 
Nairobi. Response teams were responding to a 
building collapse in Nairobi. — AFP

Democratic presidential nominee US 
Vice-President Kamala Harris reacts as 

Atlanta. — Reuters
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OPINION

Awakening the Arab spirit:
A path to liberation

GAZA WAR, SETTLER 
ATTACKS RUIN 
OLIVE HARVEST

WE are all familiar with the new chal-
lenge facing high school and univer-
sity students: what are future jobs? 
What specialisation will be in de-

mand for the next couple of decades? What 
careers will disappear in the age of Artificial 
Intelligence?

Research suggests that many of the tradi-
tional jobs that continue to be popular today 
may not even exist in the next decade. 

The speed at which businesses like travel 
agencies, photo studios, and even physical 
stores have decreased points to a rapidly 
changing business environment. It is not 
only those changes are happening in today’s 
world, but also that the rate at which these 
changes are happening is faster than at any 
other time in history. 

This has implications for educational 
institutions and everybody involved in 
academics, including students, parents and 
instructors. If the content being studied 
today is going to become irrelevant by the 
time a student actually joins the workforce, 
what exactly should be taught? More impor-
tantly, how can we train students to keep up 
with their education long after they have left 
school and college? 

Learning to learn is a concept that address-
es these emerging concerns in education. 

The European Parliament and Education 
Council defined the concept in 2006 as “gain-
ing, processing and assimilating new knowl-
edge and skill as well as seeking and making 
use of guidance. Learning to learn engages 
learners to build on prior learning and life 
experiences to use and apply knowledge and 
skills in a variety of contexts”. 

There are a number of reasons why 
emerging educational curricula should focus 
on this strategy of teaching and learning: it 
focuses on learning styles rather than impos-
ing one specific format, it allows learners to 
adjust their learning processes, and it also 
ensures sustainable learning that is in-tune 
with the times, thus ensuring productivity 
while ensuring mental health.

LEARNING STYLE
Acknowledging one’s learning style is impor-
tant as it will impact future action. Whether 
one is a visual or auditory learner, or one 
who learns by doing, will determine future 
efficiency. It will help a person to understand 
and fine tune the best strategies of learning 
a new skill or content in their own, personal-
ised manner. 

Learning to learn in a metacognitive activ-
ity. It is not enough to know a content area. It 
is more important to reflect on the learning 

IN 
THE heart of the Arab world lies a deep 
contradiction that Israel has exploited, 
creating a rift in Arab consciousness. 
While many continue to fight for jus-
tice, others have been swayed by the 

complexities of modern politics and media 
influence. Israel’s joy at the division it has 
sown in Arab thought is likely greater than its 
celebration over the death of Hamas leader 
Yahya Sinwar. 

For Israel, this is not just a victory on the 
battlefield, but a profound triumph in the 
ideological war — one that has shaken a seg-
ment of the Arab world to its core.

The death of a resistance fighter like Sin-
war, seen by many in the West as the ‘end’ of 
Hamas, reveals a dangerous misunderstand-
ing of Islamic and Arab resilience. 

For those who believe in the Palestinian 
cause, martyrdom is not the end, but the be-
ginning. It’s a call for perseverance, rooted in 
centuries of struggle against oppression. 

To many Palestinians, the fight against 
Israeli occupation is a basic right, not a per-
sonal vendetta tied to individual leaders. It’s a 
human cause, born from the desire to reclaim 
dignity, homeland and freedom — values 
enshrined in international law and ignored by 
much of the global community.

Since the events of October 2023, it is clear 

that Hamas, the Palestinian resistance, and 
the wider Arab struggle have evolved. 

The war has transformed them, but their 
resolve remains unbroken. The people of Gaza 
have endured a year of brutal siege, starvation 
and massacres — a testament to their resil-
ience. Despite the scorched-earth tactics, their 
spirit persists, fuelled by a deep-rooted under-
standing of martyrdom in Islamic thought. 
This resistance is more than military might; it 
is about protecting land, honour and the soul 
of a nation.

Western media, in their celebrations of 
Sinwar’s death, often miss the point. Al Aqsa’s 
Flood — a reference to a recent wave of resist-
ance — shocked not just Israel but the West as 
well. It brought back memories of historical 
conflicts between Islamic and Western civili-
sations, leading many to frame this ongoing 
struggle as a civilisational clash rather than a 
human rights issue. 

Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu’s rhetoric 
of a ‘civilisational war’ resonates with this nar-
rative, framing the conflict as one between the 
forces of darkness and light. However, from 
the Arab perspective, this war is about defend-
ing basic human dignity on ancestral lands.

Optimism about the future remains strong 
among many Arabs. The belief that Palestin-
ian sacrifices will soon bear fruit is buoyed by 

the mounting global support for the Palestin-
ian cause. 

The Israeli narrative is crumbling in the 
minds of people worldwide, and future gener-
ations, including decision-makers, are expect-
ed to align with the just cause of Palestine. Yet, 
this optimism alone is insufficient. The harsh 
reality is that some Arab nations and factions 
continue to work against the Palestinian strug-
gle, revealing the deep contradictions within 
Arab consciousness. These contradictions are 
not only religious or political but stem from 
a broader societal problem — an urgent need 
for educational reform and the development 
of critical thinking. To rebuild Arab societies 
and achieve lasting change, a collective shift in 
consciousness is necessary. Science, knowl-
edge and intellectual growth must replace 
outdated ideas and illusions. 

For the Arab world to truly rise, it must 
focus on producing scientists, thinkers and 
leaders capable of building an economic and 
industrial renaissance — not just accumulat-
ing wealth in foreign bank accounts. True 
progress demands societies that stand firm in 
their values and are willing to fight for them.

Despite its rightful cause, the Arab world 
remains plagued by internal disunity and 
contradictions that undermine its struggle for 
Palestine. The dream of liberation is difficult 
to realise when so many forces, both internal 
and external, are working against it. Some 
Arab masses have even joined in the enemy’s 
celebrations, contributing to the erosion 
of solidarity. However, history has shown 
that nations can change their destiny if they 
find the strength to unite and confront their 
challenges. Japan, China and Germany offer 
examples of countries that transformed their 
futures through resilience and reform.

The Arab world stands at a crossroads. It is 
inconceivable that the dream of liberation can 
be realised while internal divisions persist, 
and the collective consciousness remains 
superficial. The fragility of many Arab states 
makes the struggle even more challenging. 
Yet, Palestinians continue to fight, not only 
for their own freedom but also as part of the 
broader battle for justice in the Arab world. 
Translated by Badr al Dhafari
The original version of this article was 
published in the print edition of Oman 
Arabic newspaper on October 20, 2024

YOUSSEF HASSOUNA

— AFP

process – what a lesson meant, how it con-
nects to prior knowledge, what was new, and 
how it can be localised in the learner’s own 
world. Outside of schools, learning to learn 
requires self-awareness that schools should 
promote. This includes six important steps, 
according to researchers: find one’s unique 
interest, establish personalised learning 
strategies, exchange information with others 
with similar interests, apply new concepts 
and ideas to everyday activities, reflect on 
what was learnt and disseminate this infor-
mation to the community. 

Learning to Learn is another form of 
independent learning. While the latter can 
be done without training, the former is an 
acquired, lifelong skill that needs nurture 
and practice. 

If the future unfolding before us is un-
certain in terms of knowledge and career 
options, the only possible solution is to equip 
youngsters with the skills necessary to ne-
gotiate this new world. This does not mean 
that learning content is unnecessary as it 
may soon become redundant – it means that 
students should be made to reflect on how 
they are learning in addition to what they are 
leaning. This will increase their confidence 
in dealing with the challenges of the day 
after, whatever it may bring.

— Reuters
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ANALYSIS

Keep your sleeves rolled up

The harsh struggle 
for survival...

KAMALA HARRIS 
TO MARK 
60TH BIRTHDAY 
WITH ATLANTA 
CHURCH VISITS

WOMEN worldwide stand as the backbone 
of a society. They are the primary caretak-
ers of children and the supervisors of the 
entire family. As mothers, they are respon-
sible for childrearing and childbearing. 
A mother’s role extends to shaping her 
children’s habits of self-control, productiv-
ity, hard work, honesty, and integrity.

As a mother, she is often the first teach-
er a child encounters; it is from her that a 
child learns societal norms, moral codes, 
and the principles that govern behaviour. 
Thus, she plays a crucial role in main-
taining discipline within the family. As a 
nurturing figure, she is also concerned 
about the physical and emotional welfare 
of every family member. May the Almighty 
Allah bless all mothers.

Generally, women act as humble manag-
ers of family affairs. For instance, a consid-
erate woman takes on the responsibility of 
maximising returns on every penny spent. 
She aims to create a surplus budget rather 
than a deficit for her family. While spend-
ing money, she weighs potential losses 
against profits and wisely allocates income 
based on needs, luxuries, and comforts.

This kind of a woman serves as a true 
companion, partner, and friend to her 
partner. In addition to being an effective 
manager, she often sacrifices her personal 
happiness and comforts to relieve the 
stress and tension of her husband, thereby 
creating a positive living environment for 

the entire family. In this way, she becomes 
a source of inspiration.

The growth of any society is often meas-
ured by the degree of cultural and social 
development of women and their contri-
butions to cultural construction. A soci-
ety that respects women and recognises 
them as integral members ensures their 
influential role in shaping and developing 
the community. To achieve this, outdated 
traditions that undermine the dignity of 
women must be wiped out while preserv-
ing values and ethics.

KEY PARTNERS
Of course, in today’s world, the importance 
of women in society is beyond doubt. With 
their intelligence, ambition, and strength, 
women have demonstrated that they are 
key partners in nation-building and capa-
ble leaders. The traditional and conserva-
tive view of women as merely wives and 
bearers of children is becoming obsolete. 
While some women excel as mothers and 
homemakers, many are also successful in 
various professional fields.

Today, women serve as army and po-
lice officers — roles that were historically 
restricted to men. They have proven their 
ability to be full members of society, influ-
encing different aspects of life and being 
real partners for family and society.

Omani women have also shown dedica-
tion in contributing to national develop-

THE 
ISRAELI army has made 
political rather than 
military gains during the 
recent period of the con-
flict. The murder of some 

key figures from Hamas and others 
by sudden or secret attacks is often 
carried out for political reasons. The 
aim is clear. 

Israel aims to restore confidence 
as well as faith and belief among its 
people that the government, army 
and intelligence services act in a 
right, proper, and effective way, after 
a yearlong state of absence of con-
crete progress on the ground. 

However, the Israeli people know 
that their government, army and in-
telligence services have not achieved 
peace nor have they made achieve-
ment of mastery or success in the 
struggle against Palestinians in Gaza. 

For a year, the Israelis have never 
seen peace as they live in disquiet-
ing and oppressive thoughts and 
emotions. Although they take every 
opportunity to celebrate every min-
ute act they achieve on ground, war 
masters cannot make an appropriate 
and counterbalancing compensation 
for the loss of life of an Israeli soldier 
killed in fighting. The bereaved fami-
lies receive nothing but condolences, 
words of sympathy expressed at an 
event made to hold up or play up for 
public notice that serves the propa-
ganda of the military.

Everyday, Israeli soldiers are 
getting killed. They do not face an 
organised army, nor do they apply 
the rules of engagement which other 
armies deployed during the times 
of war. As the days pass in the bat-
tlefield, Israeli soldiers, as human 
beings, go through some feelings or 
show a state of self-conscious confu-
sion and distress by the killing of 
civilians and unarmed people. 

On the other side of the conflict, 
killing some key figures from Hamas 
does not mean that the conflict 
is over. Palestinians fight against 
Israel is based on an Islamic belief 
that Muslims, at an end of conflict, 
achieve either victory or martyrdom. 
Reaching such a state, there is noth-
ing in between. 

ANDREA SHALAL 
AND STEVE HOLLAND

drumming up support for early votes by mail or in 

support and electoral 

running mate, 
Minnesota Governor 

double down on 

aimed at using 

— Reuters

ment. Since the beginning of the Blessed 
Omani Renaissance in the 1970s, Omani 
women have been called upon to roll up 
their sleeves and share responsibilities 
with men in building new Oman. They 
have played a significant role since then. 

When he came to the throne, the late 
His Majesty Sultan Qaboos addressed 
Omani women throughout the country, 
saying: “We call upon Omani women 
everywhere, in the villages and cities, in 
both urban and Bedouin communities, in 
the hills and mountains, to roll up their 
sleeves and contribute to the process 
of economic and social development — 
everyone, according to their capabilities, 
experience, skills, and their position in 
life.” Since then, women in Oman have 
achieved great milestones that many 
women in other countries have yet to 
attain. They have significantly contributed 
to the well-being of their families, 
communities and the nation as a whole. 
Omani women are regarded as reliable 
partners alongside men in shaping the 
future of Oman.

The Omani woman has always been the 
cornerstone of society; she is a mother 
and caregiver, a wife who manages the 
household, a sister, and a daughter. 

Additionally, she is a decision-maker 
dedicated to building a brighter future for 
generations to come. To all Omani women, 
keep your sleeves rolled up always!

DR MUSALLAM 
AL MAANI

The writer is 
Dean of Al Zahra 

College for Women, 
Sultanate of Oman

Harris and Trump, who 
are essentially tied in 
the race president in the 
most competitive states, 
have sharpened their 
attacks in recent days, 
while drumming up 
support for early votes 
by mail or in person 

until the November 5 
election

With their 
intelligence, 

ambition, and 
strength, women 

have demonstrated 
that they are key 

partners in nation-
building and 

capable leaders

ABDULAZIZ 
AL JAHDHAMI

aljahdhami22@gmail.com

An author, columnist, 
creative writer, translator 
and a communications 

professional

Strip on Sunday. — AFP

The Islamic culture is unique dur-
ing the times of war. When Muslims 
pray on ordinary days, they ask 
Allah to grant them a good ending 
to their lives. But at the times of war, 
Muslims address Allah with adora-
tion, confession, supplication, and 
thanksgiving. They pray at all times 
to Allah to grant them martyrdom in 
the battlefield. As Muslims believe in 
the afterlife, martyrs, as prescribed 
by Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) are 
placed in juxtaposition to prophets 
on the day of judgement.

ADOPT RESISTANCE
With such a way of thinking, non-
muslims cannot gain the victory 
in such a contest. Palestinians, in 
addition, adopt resistance as a way of 
fighting. Hamas and Palestinians are 
akin to an ideological way of think-
ing, forming an underground organi-
sation to engage in acts deemed as 

legitimate fight against occupation 
forces and collaborators. Resistance 
does not involve one individual and 
cannot be solely attributed to one 
person, but rather an ideology that 
cannot be easily uprooted.

Palestinians know that the road 
to liberation or heaven is rough, 
characterised by harshness, vio-
lence, and use of force. They face a 
merciless enemy, devoid of pity, with 
no intention to have or show mercy, 
compassion and forbearance.

While the world stands with hands 
tied or helpless, the harsh struggle of 
Palestinians evidently shows a sense 
of inaction and powerlessness on the 
part of all countries in this situation. 
I wholeheartedly urge international 
players with wisdom and sound 
judgement to step forward and find a 
way out for this war that causes and 
entails suffering and privation. Is 
there not among you a wise man?



Follow us on facebook@omanobserver, @omanobserver MONDAY

SRI LANKA A SECURE 

ANUROOP ATHIPARAMBATH

Sri Lanka A secured a convincing 42-run win over 

SHORT

ANUROOP ATHIPARAMBATH

Treating the capacity crowd to a 

Asia Cup T20 in Muscat with a 
narrow seven-run victory against 
Pakistan A (Shaheens) on Saturday 
night.

-
stan Shaheens ended their innings 
at 176-7 in 20 overs. Pacer Anshul 

Pakistan Shaheens required 17 runs 

-

for a boundary past the wicketkeep-

last delivery went for four past the 

Shaheens seven runs short. The full 
-

-

Pakistan Shaheens started their 

responded by bowling Harris out 
with the next delivery.

-

balls.

-

-

contributions as the score reached 

runs.

-
tivated the audience as the Indian 
openers and captain hit several sixes 
into the crowd and out of the park. 

-
out the innings.

the dangerous Yasir Khan was the 
-

India A will next play against UAE 

Oman eyes strong start

ADIL AL BALUSHI

THE  national under-17 football 

as they will take on hosts Singapore on 

-

-

-

are participating in the Asian Cup for the 
-

ance in this prestigious continental event.

the guidance of national coach Anwar al 

sessions to adapt to the local weather con-

-

Training sessions will continue on Mon-
day and Tuesday ahead of the opening 

2025.
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New Zealand crush India 
to end 36-year wait

NEW ZEALAND SEALED 

— Reuters

AUSTIN:

— Reuters

SHORT

 — AFP

RIYADH, SAUDI ARABIA:

— AFP
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SPORTS/FOOTBALL

ANDY JALIL
Bournemouth, Oct 20

WITH 
TWO second-half 
goals in a space of 
nine minutes, Bourne-
mouth ended Arse-

of seven Premier League matches 
this season with a 2-nil defeat. It was 

Arsenal manager, Mikel Arteta, 

-

the previous two that we have faced 
this season. To do it for 65 or 68 min-

we had a one-v-one with the keeper 

Just around the half hour came 

-

-
ing for Bournemouth. But then VAR 

Bournemouth were a well or-
ganised side and put pressure on 

was a well designed win although 

help the win. Arsenal were poor 
in defence on occasions and their 

Stirling on the right wing was not as 

Bournemouth missed chances to 
-
-

while Mikel Merino, for the visitors,  

situation.
With 20 minutes remaining, 

Bournemouth went into the lead 

Cook from which Kluivert gave a 
-

The second goal followed in the 

-

second ever Premier League win 

delighted manager, Andoni Iraola, 
-

We had to control the game, attack, 

— Reuters

MIKEL ARTETA

ARSENAL 
SUFFER 

SHOCK FIRST 
DEFEAT OF 

SEASON

— Reuters
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BUSINESS REPORTER

THE 5th Duqm Forum, held at the Oman 
Convention and Exhibition Centre, fo-
cused on the vast investment opportuni-
ties available in Al Wusta Governorate, 
emphasising the blue economy, food 
security, logistics, tourism and renewable 
energy sectors. 

The event was organised by the Al Wusta 
Governorate branch of the Oman Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry, in collabora-
tion with the Foreign Ministry and the 
Public Authority for Special Economic 
Zones and Free Zones.

Shaikh Ahmed bin Musallam al Kathiri, 
Governor of Al Wusta, highlighted the gov-

centre, integral to Oman Vision 2040. 
Rich in natural resources, Al Wusta has 

-

infrastructure and public services in the 
governorate are valued at RO 7.5 million, 
while tourism and entertainment develop-
ment projects have secured RO 13 million.

the Wilayat of Duqm positions it as a vital 
regional hub for maritime logistics, with 
proximity to global ports and industrial 

creation.
Al Kathiri announced that the Special 

Economic Zone at Duqm (SEZD) attracted 
over RO 6 billion in total investments by 
the third quarter of 2024. He also under-

-
ery, a project valued at over $8 billion with 
a production capacity of 230,000 barrels 
per day.

In renewable energy, Al Wusta is home 

green hydrogen, solar, and wind energy, 
part of a broader $49 billion investment 
in sustainable energy. These projects are 
positioning Oman as a global competitor 
in the renewable energy market.

In addition to energy, the governorate is 
advancing blue carbon initiatives, includ-
ing a $100 million project to establish 

aimed at reclaiming 20,000 hectares of 

land to accommodate 100 million man-
grove trees. 

This project is expected to generate 

sector that contributes 37 per cent of the 

sector total RO 611.5 million, with high-
impact projects like the Al Jazar shrimp 
farming project valued at RO 462 million, 
targeting an annual production capacity 
of 220,000 tonnes. Other key initiatives 

industries, and RO 102 million in marine 
-

hout, and Al Jazar.
The forum was inaugurated by His High-

ness Sayyid Harib bin Thuwaini al Said, 
Assistant Secretary-General of the Council 
of Ministers for Conferences.

Al Wusta a vital regional 
hub for maritime logistics

In renewable energy, Al Wusta is home 

SOHAR Port and Freezone a pioneer in clean energy and hydrogen trade
JOMAR MENDOZA

AS decarbonise, ports are increas-
ingly crucial in developing 
clean energy trade corridors. 

These commercial hubs are trans-
forming from traditional logistics 
centres into key players in the 
energy transition, focusing on the 
production, storage and export of 
clean energy.

 In Oman, SOHAR Port and Fre-
ezone (SOHAR) is at the forefront 
of this transformation, becoming a 
leader in hydrogen production and 
green energy trade. In an interview 
with Oman Observer, Dr Abdullah 
bin Sulaiman al Abri, Vice-President 
Sustainability at SOHAR Port and 
Freezone, highlights the role of 
ports in driving clean energy inno-
vation and supporting a low-carbon 
global economy.

BUILDING THE INFRASTRUC
TURE FOR CLEAN ENERGY

relies heavily on its infrastructure. 

With the rising demand for hydro-
gen, ports with advanced capabilities 
are emerging as leaders. “Ports today 
are not just about logistics; they are 
hubs of innovation, especially in 
clean energy,” says Dr Al Abri. 

SOHAR Port, with its integrated 
infrastructure, is well-positioned to 
become a major player in the clean 
energy transition.

SOHAR has developed a robust 
infrastructure for hydrogen produc-
tion, aligning with global decarboni-
sation trends. “We have a diverse 

portfolio of industries producing 
key commodities like ammonia and 
methanol, both of which rely heavily 
on hydrogen,” explains Dr Al Abri.

This positions SOHAR as a crucial 
link in the hydrogen supply chain, 
connecting producers with consum-
ers in Europe and Asia. In addition to 
hydrogen production, SOHAR leads 

utilisation, and storage (CCUS). 
These initiatives enhance the 

standards in clean energy trade.
INNOVATIVE PROJECTS AND DE

CARBONISATION INITIATIVES
Innovative projects are key to solidi-

groundbreaking initiative is the con-

natural gas (LNG) bunkering facility, 
crucial for maritime decarbonisa-
tion. 

“We are setting new standards for 
the shipping industry, particularly 
through our LNG bunkering facility, 
which will reduce emissions from 
global shipping routes,” says Dr Al 
Abri.

to decarbonise the maritime sector, a 
-

ing cleaner fuels to ships, SOHAR 
contributes to making shipping more 
sustainable. The port is also repur-
posing existing assets to expedite the 
energy transition, enhancing its role 
as a key export hub for clean energy.

“Our focus is on leveraging what 
we already have while investing in 
future-ready solutions,” Dr Al Abri 
notes.   TURN TO PAGE 15

OMAN LAUNCHES 

MUSCAT:

-

-

with semi-annual interest 

-

-
-

-

— ONA

We are setting new 

 

DR ABDULLAH 
BIN SULAIMAN AL 
ABRI 
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ADVERTORIALS

LULU Hypermarket Oman 
recently concluded the 

-
ered by Dahabi Oman. 

Mall in Al Amerat became the bat-

-

panel included culinary heavy-

-

MUSCAT

-

-

-

-

-

-
provided that they hold an active 

-

-

-

-
ing to elevate their banking experi-

Bank Muscat promotes credit cards at Mall of Oman and City Centre Muscat

MUSCAT
-

-

-

-

-

 

MUSCAT

-
-

-

-

-

The digital cockpit pro and head-up 

commitment to combining advanced tech-
-

The launch of the 
current campaign, 

which will run from 
October 13, 2024 

until November 11, 

the success of the 
campaign launched 

during the past 
period to promote 

cards.

-

-

-

-

-

-

cake decorators from across Oman.

Teams were tasked 
with baking the 
perfect sponge 
at home using 

the mystery box 
ingredient before 
returning to face 

the next level.

NEW LEGEND
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BUSINESS BUSINESS

SOHAR PORT AND 
FREEZONE A PIONEER 
IN CLEAN ENERGY 
AND HYDROGEN 
TRADE

FROM PAGE 13
“By repurposing assets, we are able to stay 

sustainable solutions.”
HYDROGEN: THE FUEL OF THE FUTURE
Hydrogen is increasingly viewed as a cornerstone 
of the global energy transition, and ports like 
SOHAR are vital in its supply chain. “The 
hydrogen economy is set for rapid expansion, 
becoming a cornerstone of the global energy 
transition in the next decade,” explains Dr al 
Abri. Ports are uniquely positioned to support the 
production and export of hydrogen as countries 
aim for net-zero targets.

Europe, Japan, and South Korea are key 
markets for hydrogen imports, with the European 
Union targeting 10 million tonnes of renewable 

opportunities for ports in hydrogen-producing 
nations like Oman. 

“With our advanced infrastructure and global 
connectivity, SOHAR is well-positioned to supply 
clean hydrogen to key markets, supporting both 
local and global net-zero goals,” Dr Al Abri 
emphasises.

SUPPORTING ECONOMIC DIVERSIFICATION 

diversify the economy by reducing reliance on 
hydrocarbons, and SOHAR plays a central role in 
this mission. 

“We are driving non-hydrocarbon growth by 
developing a clean energy tech manufacturing 

explains Dr Al Abri. This cluster includes 
industries such as photovoltaic manufacturing, 
polysilicon production, and wafer technology, 
all critical to solar energy systems. SOHAR is 
also exploring advanced battery production and 
carbon capture technologies, further diversifying 
its clean energy portfolio.

“By creating an integrated and high-tech 
environment, we are contributing to both 

foreign investment and create high-skilled jobs, 
positioning Oman as a leader in renewable energy 
manufacturing.

COLLABORATION FOR GLOBAL ENERGY 
SECURITY
Dr Al Abri underscores the importance of 
international collaboration in advancing 
the global energy transition, especially in the 
hydrogen market. “Energy transition, particularly 
the cross-border trade of clean and renewable 
hydrogen, requires deep collaboration between 
nations and industries,” he explains. 

This collaboration is crucial to overcoming 
challenges in the global hydrogen market, 
including regulatory standardisation and 

connectivity and partnerships with international 
players ensure it remains at the forefront of these 
discussions, facilitating the development of a 

MUSCAT: The Public Authority for Special 
Economic Zones and Free Zones (OPAZ) highlighted 
the importance of blue economy investments at the 
5th Duqm Forum yesterday, positioning the sector 

growth.
Saleh bin Hamoud al Hsani, Advisor to the 

presented a comprehensive paper focusing on 
investment opportunities in the blue economy. 

The presentation covered strategic projects within 
the Special Economic Zone at Duqm (SEZAD), 
including the Al Wusta Fisheries project and 

in the Middle East. Fish farming and other marine 
aquaculture initiatives were also discussed as part of 

 

MUSCAT:  Under the auspices of 

Oman Climate Week is set to take 
place from February 21-28, 2025, 
at the Oman Convention and 
Exhibition Centre (OCEC), Muscat. 

This week-long event will feature 
conferences, panel discussions, 
masterclass workshops, Tech & 
Science Talks, a 3-day exhibition, 
and side events such as the Future 
Climate Leaders Awards, Women & 
Climate discussions, a gala dinner, 

Organised in collaboration with 
the Oman Environment Authority, 
UNEP, the Ministry of Heritage and 
Tourism, the Ministry of Higher 
Education, Research & Innovation, 
Sultan Qaboos University (SQU), and 
other global partners, Oman Climate 
Week aims to unite international 
leaders to accelerate climate action. 
At the heart of Oman Climate Week is 

be hosted in the Expo area.

researchers, and practitioners a 
unique platform to present cutting-
edge research and innovative 
solutions addressing climate change. 
It invites original research papers, 
review articles, and case studies 
focused on critical areas such as 
climate mitigation, renewable 

policy, sustainable agriculture, 
water and land management, and 
biodiversity.

The presentation covered strategic projects within the Special Economic Zone at Duqm (SEZAD.

OMAN 
CLIMATE WEEK 

TO SHOWCASE 
INNOVATIVE 

CLIMATE 
SOLUTIONS

CONRAD PRABHU

THE Sultanate of Oman is among a num-
ber of GCC countries that are set to 

pledged by Spanish-based multina-
tional infrastructure and renewable energy 
conglomerate Acciona as part of its push to 
grow its portfolio of low-carbon initiatives 
in the Gulf region.

the group that it has secured new sustain-

million to fund the decarbonisation of 
existing projects, as well as new initiatives 
designed with a lower carbon footprint in 
the Gulf.

 Structured as a green loan with local im-

boost sustainable construction, notably by 
encouraging local suppliers of construction 
materials to develop and produce lower 
or zero-carbon building materials, such as 
cement, concrete and steel, according to 
Acciona.

also earmarked for projects that will sup-
port climate change mitigation and envi-
ronmental conservation, including renewa-

enhancement, sustainable mobility, and 
sustainable water management initiatives. 

-
ly modest thus far, is sought to be ramped 
up, particularly in the renewable energy 
and sustainable development segments. 
Around a decade ago, a division of the 
group was tapped by the Omani govern-
ment to provide international-class muse-

Museum in Old Muscat. 
The company has since focused on pro-

ject opportunities in the water treatment 
and facilities management sectors.

Of late, Acciona has begun actively 
exploring opportunities in the expanding 
ESCO model of delivering energy savings to 
large consumers, such as malls, industrial 
and commercial establishments, through 
the implementation of tailored energy ef-

By complementing solar PV-based roof-
-

tiatives in the form of upgrades of lighting 
-

ting of building exteriors, and so on, ESCOs 

customers.
-

ciency services, Acciona commits to cover-
ing all upfront investment costs incurred 
by a customer seeking to reduce its carbon 
footprint. It recoups these costs by enter-
ing into a long-term arrangement whereby 
savings earned as a result of the energy ef-

two sides. 
Salalah International Airport in Dhofar 

Governorate is a case in point. By replac-
ing all of the interior and exterior lighting 

-
tion in electricity consumption through the 

At Salalah International Airport, Acciona 
is targeting a 50% reduction in electricity 
consumption by replacing all lighting systems with 

OPAZ DRIVES BLUE ECONOMY INVESTMENT

NASRULAH AL AJMI

THE
at the Oman Convention & Exhibi-
tion Centre (OCEC), Muscat, on 

industry leaders, government 
-

vestment opportunities in the blue 
economy. 

The event, held under the aus-
pices of His Highness Sayyid Harib 
bin Thuwaini al Said, Assistant 
Secretary General of the Council of 
Ministers for Conferences, aims to 
showcase Oman as a prime destina-
tion for blue economy investments.

Addressing the forum, Dr Salim 
bin Sulayim al Junaibi, Majlis 

of the Oman Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry in Al Wusta 
Governorate, drew attention in his 

to its emerging alternative energy 
projects and rich marine life. 

Dr Al Junaibi also underscored the 

economic zone, and its growing sig-

between East and West.
Shaikh Khalifa bin Ali al Harthy, 

Under-Secretary of the Ministry 

initiatives. 
-

time history and its advantageous 
geographic location, which have 
long-facilitated trade and cultural 
exchange. 

Al Harthy also pointed out that 

modern infrastructure, such as 
ports and highways, to enhance 
its position as a key logistical 
hub in the global transportation 
network. He underscored the 
need for sustainable investment in 
marine resources to ensure long-

generations. 

5th Duqm Forum highlights blue economy investment opportunities

is building modern 
infrastructure, 
such as ports 

and highways, to 
enhance its position 

as a key logistical 
hub in the global 
transportation 

network

Dignitaries and guests at the opening of the 5th Duqm Forum on Sunday.
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Potential of bioenergy with carbon capture and storage
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ROBYN MAK

CHINA may be on track to hit its “around 5 per 
cent” economic Gross Domestic Product target for 
this year, but repeating the feat will get harder for 
policymakers.

Third quarter growth logged in at 4.6 per cent 
year-on-year, and that pace will need sustaining 

The print published on Friday for the July-
September period was slightly better than 

quarter.
Blame stubbornly weak consumption and 

Data on Monday also showed exports slowed 
unexpectedly last month, dealing a blow to the 

of China, Ministry 
of Finance and other 

least announced enough 
stimulus measures to 

be on-target.
Authorities recently 

drew attention to some 

billion) worth of special 

quota, a higher amount 
than widely assumed. 

If that is fully 
deployed in the next 
two months, analysts at 

JPMorgan reckon China could add as much as 1.5 
percentage points to quarter-on-quarter growth.

least 4.7 per cent for the next decade, according to 

That will be a Herculean task. In August, the 
International Monetary Fund forecast real Gross 
Domestic Product growth will be 4.5 per cent next 

Nothing in the stimulus announced so far will 

If a spending package as reported by Caixin 

years, that might help. 

recalibrate expectations. — Reuters

-

-

-

-

-

BRAHMA 
CHELLANEY  

The writer is 
Professor Emeritus 
of Strategic Studies 
at the New Delhi-
based Center for 

Bosch Academy in 
Berlin

NAJAH AL RIYAMI

The author is a Media 
and Communication 

formats, specialising in 
storytelling, branding, 

Authorities recently 
drew attention to 

yuan or   

$323 BILLION 
worth of special 

its annual quota, a 
higher amount than 

widely assumed

Utilising organic 
biomass to generate 

heat, electricity or 
biofuels), and then 

in CSS, and storing 
it underground, 

into the atmosphere.

 — Reuters

lights
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Planning Engineer, 
PMP. Indian male 
11 years experience 
in Construction 
Projects. 
Well versed with 
Primavera P6 
Software, strong 
communication 
skills, Interpersonal 
skills, EDT Claims, 
Recovery schedules, 
project control.  
Having Omani 
Driving License.  
Contact: 78002582,  
email: 
engineer4planning@ 
gmail.com

 SIT. WANTED  

B. COM. 

35 years of 

experience in 

accounts, sales 

coordinator, 

admin, HR, 

personal 

assistant, 

document 

controller with 

Oman D/L, 

looking for a 

job.  

Contact: 

92558734

Indian male 14 
years experience 
light/ heavy 
driver.  
Looking for  
suitable opening 
currently in 
Oman.  Contact: 
77050986/ 
91280205,  
email: 
kokkadmou@
gmail.com

Indian male 
6 years 
experience 
in accounts/
automobile/
admin. 
Seeking 
for suitable 
opening in any 
field, currently 
in Oman.  
Contact: 
78988055/ 
92850930, 
email: 
ullasmon8@
gmail.com

Senior accountant - 
Indian male above 
12 years experience 
(8 years in Oman). 
Seeking for suitable 
opening. Currently in 
Oman.  
Contact: 98957235.  
Email: 
unnikrishnanalways@
gmail.com

16,000 sqm (2 portions 
of 8,000 sqm each). Open 
yard/ storage area with 
compound wall 24 hours 
CCTV surveillance & 
other amenities for rent 
in Jifnain close to Muscat 
Nizwa Highway.  
Contact: 99105784.

 FOR RENT

 FOR SALE

 SIT. VACANCY  

 SIT. WANTED  

Indian female, 
B tech, 
Electronics and 
Communication 
graduate 2 years 
experience, looking 
for suitable job, now 
in Muscat.  
Call: 94061884, 
whatsapp: 
+919946440893 
email: anjupg62@
gmail.com

Find your dream home in 
Muscat’s finest residential 
neighbourhoods near a 
children’s park and sports 
promenade, a 6 room 
villa in Al Ghubrah South 
opposite Sultan Qaboos 
Sports Complex.  
For more details, contact: 
91377029.

BACHELOR 
degree in 
mechanical 
or electrical 
engineering ASNT 
level 2 (NDT), 
ASNT level 3 
(NDT) additional 
advantage.  
LEEA foundation, 
LEEA lifting 
accessories 
diploma (LAC).  
Contact: 
pipe2566@yahoo.
com

29 YEARS old Indian female, MBA holder with 
2 years experience. Seeking a suitable position. 
Currently in Muscat on visit visa.  
Contact: 78641071, shazashakeel@gmail.com

A Sudanese resident 
in Salalah, Bsc of 
administrative sciences 
with 21 years of 
experience in the fields 
of (sales/ management/ 
logistics and fleet).  
Contact: +968 98510880.

Sri Lankan 
Male- (CGMA 
ACMA+CPA+BBA) 
Asst. Finance Manager 
/ Chief Accountant, 
12+ Experience 
in Oman & GCC, 
Expert in Finan. 
Reporting (MIS), 
VAT, Audit, Cashflow, 
Budget, AR AP 
Recon, IFRS, Payroll, 
Banking. Contact: 
78773250. Email: ali.
mohamedown@gmail.
com Indian male 

(Mechanical 
Engineering) with 3 
years experience in 
Diesel engine works 
(Gensets / Engines) 
2 years in Machine 
Maintenance 
seeks job. Contact: 
78022420

WAREHOUSE / 
workshop 2,600 
sqm for rent 
in Misfa near 
Oman Cement 
Factory including 
accommodation 
contact: GSM 
98286899, email: 
sales@jetsoman.
com

 FOR RENT

Advertising Sales 
professional 
with 7 years 
experience in 
Oman, Valid 
Oman D/L 
seeks suitable 
senior sales 
roles. Contact: 
98112738

Senior 
accountant - 
Indian male 
above 11 years 
experience (9 
years in Oman) 
NOC & D/L 
available Contact:  
78109909. Email: 
shinsjohn@
gmail.com

 FOR RENT

In Ruwi, 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, hall, 
kitchen, with car parking. RO 150 monthly 
only. Tel: 94402003.

¿É```````ª````` oY ∑ô``````````J

Are you a seasoned Contract Manager with a passion for continues improvement? 
If so, we encourage you to apply for this exciting opportunity to join our team as a 
Contract Manager on one of our prestigious contracts.

1)  Key Role and Responsibilities

Oversee the delivery of management contracts, ensuring that all project/contract deliverables are 
met on time, within budget, and to a high standard of quality.
Manage a team of contract administrators and technical experts, providing them with leadership 
and guidance to ensure that they are working effectively and efficiently.
Develop and implement a robust project management plan, including risk mitigation strategies and 
change management procedures.
Proactively communicate project updates to stakeholders, including the client, project sponsor, and 
other interested parties.
Resolve any disputes or claims that may arise during the contract.

Bachelor’s degree in Engineering, project management, Business management or a related field.
Minimum of 5 years’ experience in contract management, preferably in the road safety sector. Or 
Minimum of 10 years of experience in middle/senior management position in similar role. 
Excellent communication, negotiation and interpersonal skills.
Strong analytical, financial management and problem-solving skills.
Fluency in English is essential.
Experience in negotiating and managing contracts.
Omani’s preferred.

Competitive as per industry standards

Please apply with cover letter which includes 1 example from your past experience that is directly 
applicable for this role and your CV to (Jobs@truckomangroup.com) using  Subject: CM-0924-RS.

JOB
VACANCY

JOB

Accountant with 

overs 6 years 

of experience 

Detail-Oriented 

Financial 

Professional: 

Expert in 

Accounting, 

Audit Prep, 

and Expense 

Management: 

Contact: +968 

78320801,  

Ready to join 

immediately.
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CULTURE

This artist 
brings joy 
to the 
community 
through 
face painting > 20

FASHIONTRENDS

Giorgio Armani 
takes fashionistas 

NY fashion show

Italian fashion designer Giorgio Armani 
brought his sleek, silky looks to New York 
last week, presenting his spring 2025 collec-
tion for his namesake brand as he opened a 
new building in the city.

The veteran designer, 90, called the line 
“In Viaggio” (On a Journey), paying tribute 
to “the city that embodies the collective 
dream”.

He opened the show, held at the Park 
Avenue Armory, with a female model wear-
ing a short beige jacket and trousers tucked 
into dark boots, followed by a male model 
dressed as a porter and carrying suitcases.

jackets, blouses and trousers for women.
Armani also used darker greys, blues 

and browns for his designs, which nodded 
to the travel theme throughout with loose 
comfortable looks as well as wraps worn as 
tops. Long silky blouses were paired with 
matching trousers, while silk jackets and 
shorts were worn with sheer tops.

“New York, for me, has always been 

shaped my imagination,” Armani said in a 
statement before the show. “Thinking of the 

-
spire me and I evoke that mood in the new... 
collection.”

Models also wore long dresses, short 
printed jackets and silky trousers in pink 
and peach. For the evening, there were 
sparkling embroidered frocks worn over 
slim trousers, sometimes with sequined 

Accessories included boots, sandals, caps 
and woven belts.

Armani usually holds the catwalk shows 
for his Giorgio Armani and Emporio Arma-
ni lines during Milan Fashion Week.

But he opted for New York for his main 
line this season to coincide with the open-
ing of his new building, containing private 
residences, Armani boutiques and a restau-
rant on Madison Avenue.

In an interview published on Sunday, 
Armani who founded brand in 1975 and has 
been tight-lipped about succession plans, 
said he planned to retire within the next 

A reveller attends 
the  Alebrijes 

-
can art sculpture 
representing fan-

ENTERTAINMENT

English actor Eddie 

-
emy Museum Gala at 
the Academy Museum 
of Motion Pictures in 

R Y

20

NT

Eddie 

-
Gala at 

Museum 
ures in

 F E A T U R E S

LIFESTYLE

A cosplayer attends 
New York Comic Con 

Javits Convention 
Center in New York 
City. 



O M A N  DA I LY
Follow us on facebook@omanobserver, @omanobserver MONDAY 

19

LIFE

INSTAGRAM TOP PICKS

SHARE A SLICE OF YOUR LIFEselected, follow us on Instagram. Upload your photos. Tag us and use #OmanObserver and #BeAnObserver.

BY STAFF REPORTER

THE National Museum, in 
collaboration with the 
Embassy of Italy in Muscat, 
celebrated the culmination 

of the 24th Edition of Italian 
Language Week in the World with a 
distinctive theatrical performance 
entitled “The Faerie Tale of Venice 
and the Incense Trade Route 

The event was honoured by the 
presence of Jamal al Moosawi, 
Secretary-General of the National 
Museum, who presided over the 

address, Jamal al Moosawi 

language as a bridge between 
cultures and its role in linking the 

He remarked, “Language 
is more than just a means of 
communication; it is a vessel that 
carries culture, history, traditions 

past is connected to the present 

globalising world, languages 
foster understanding, tolerance, 

dedication to promoting cultural 
diplomacy and expressed gratitude 

Ambassador to Oman, emphasised 

“The Faerie Tale of Venice and 
the Incense Trade Route is a 
multi-disciplinary creation that 
integrates photography, literature, 

originating from a collaboration 
between Italian and Omani 

initiative not only celebrates 

the cultural exchange between 
our nations but also provides a 
unique opportunity for young 

performance, “The Faerie Tale 
of Venice and the Incense Trade 

travellers across Oman, inspired 

It explores the idea of an “ideal 

cultural heritage of both Italy and 

aimed at igniting a passion for 

Italian Language Week is an 
initiative spearheaded by the 

and International Cooperation 
through its embassies worldwide 

the foundation for an extensive 
cultural programme designed to 
promote the beauty of the Italian 

Over the past twenty-
four years, this initiative has 
provided individuals globally 
with the opportunity to deepen 
their understanding of Italy, 
its language, and its culture, 
thanks to the involvement 
of local cultural institutions 
participating in various activities 
such as conferences, lectures, and 

24th Edition of 
Italian Language 
Week Concludes at 
National Museum

Onam Celebrations: 
A Festival of Feasts in the 
Sultanate of Oman

BY KABEER YOUSUF 

The festival, predomi-
nantly celebrated by 
the Hindus of Kerala, is 
currently gaining momen-
tum with weekend feasts 
attracting hundreds from 
diverse backgrounds, 
including both Omanis 

-
brant celebration, which 
lasts nearly three months, 
centres around the delicious 
traditional meal served on 
plantain leaves and creates 
an exceptional networking 
opportunity for people from 

Beginning in September 
and extending through No-
vember, the festival features 
multifaceted socio-cultural 
and culinary events that 
draw families together—
men, women and children 

Hotels and community 
halls host joyous gatherings 

up to the highlight of the 

lavish multi-course feast 

Regional groups under 
the Indian Social Club, au-

thorised by the Ministry of 
Social Development (MoSD), 
have organised numerous 
events since the start of the 

featured the celebrated 
national award-winning 
actor Aparna Balamurli, 
other associations such as 
the Malayalam Wing and 
Kerala Wing have kept the 
spirit alive with engaging 

Sreekumar, Convener of 
Palakkad Friends, empha-
sises the importance of such 
gatherings as a means of 
fostering unity and under-
standing among communi-

While the Kerala Wing 
planned a feast on October 
11, they unfortunately had 
to cancel it due to a tragic 
event in Wayanad, chan-
nelling funds raised into a 

Amid these festivities, 
shopping malls and hyper-
markets have devised strate-
gies to engage their custom-
ers, organising events like 

-
tions celebrating traditional 

The Temporary Pathway

Enjoying Lush Nature
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BY SIHAM AL SAIDI

TO DATE, he has painted the faces of over 
10,000 children at hundreds of 
events, where he has always 
been known as “the painter.” 

Ibrahim bin Mohammed al Rashdi took 
years before realising that he could actually 
make money from his passion. Despite hold-
ing an economics degree from Sultan Qaboos 
University, he was driven by his passion to 
pursue art, branching out into the more niche 
market of face painting. 

intersection between art and entrepreneur-
ship. Initially, he struggled for years to recog-
nise that his passion for art could be a legiti-

degree, he charted an unconventional path, 
prioritising his love for creativity with a focus 
on the niche market he is in now.

In a country steeped in tradition, Ibrahim 

regarding societal acceptance of his chosen 
profession. In Oman, the nature of society felt 
like there was less appreciation for artistic 
careers. Many still perceive art as a frivolous 
pursuit rather than a valid profession, leading 
to a lack of understanding regarding its value. 
Additionally, the high costs of artistic materi-
als and the scarcity of resources pose chal-
lenges for many aspiring artists, complicating 
their entrepreneurial aspirations.

landscape has created new opportunities for 
artistic expression. As the lifestyle and events 
industry expands, particularly in family-

-
ment, the demand for face painting is grow-

dynamics while simultaneously promoting 
the importance of artistry in enriching every-
day life.

The global art industry has also undergone 

with face painting evolving from a simple 

sector. Today, artists across the world lever-
age social media platforms to showcase their 
talents and expand their reach. Ibrahim, 
embracing this trend, has utilised his online 
presence to raise awareness about the sub-
stantial impact art can have on individuals 
and communities. His posts emphasise that 
art is an integral part of daily life, a message 
that resonates with audiences seeking joy and 
creativity amidst their routines.

unique and high-quality services, distinguish-
ing himself in a competitive market where 
alternatives may be cheaper but lack artistic 
integrity. To overcome the scarcity of local 
supplies, he creatively sources materials from 
abroad, ensuring the standard of his work 
remains exemplary.

For Ibrahim, the act of transforming the 
faces of children with vibrant colours and 
imaginative designs serves a greater purpose. 
His art creates not only momentary joy, but 

-
nations of young minds. Each brushstroke 

lasting memories, as children experience the 
wonder of seeing themselves as characters in 
a fantastical world. This psychological impact 
reinforces his belief that art can be a powerful 
vehicle for happiness.

unnoticed, with participation in esteemed 
exhibitions such as the “Small Paintings Ex-
hibition” hosted by the Youth Studio and the 
“Three-Dimensional Dimensions Exhibition” 
organised by the Cultural Club. His active 

involvement in the Fine Arts Group at Sultan 

position within the artistic community.
Looking to the future, Ibrahim aspires to 

deepen the appreciation for art within Oman 

Each mural painted and each face adorned 

agent — a source of income, a pathway for 
change, and a means to spread joy. 

As for Ibrahim, the laughter and delight of 
-

solace in creating a world of fantasy through 

to revel in their youth and appreciate the 
beauty of life as they experience the magic of 
art.

This artist 
brings joy 
to the 
community 
through 
face painting


