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SUNDAY

TRAVELLER SHARES ACCOUNT 
OF FLYING TO INDIA AFTER 
COVID RULES EASED

An Indian national who recently 
travelled to India to visit his family 
following the relaxation of COVID 
protocols in his home country has 
shared his experiences on how 
the updated measures have made 
travel easier. >A3

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oman’s private sector 
is a key partner in the country’s 
eff orts towards economic expan-
sion and social development as 
enshrined in Vision 2040.

Stating this, Qais bin Moham-
med Al Yousef, Minister of Com-
merce, Industry and Investment 
Promotion, said “His Majesty 
Sultan Haitham bin Tarik has 
launched Oman Vision 2040, 
which focuses on attracting for-
eign direct investment and de-
veloping the private sector as a 
priority.” “Oman’s government 
is pro-business and has invested 

heavily in creating robust infra-
structure and a friendly business 
environment that will help foreign 
investors set up production facili-
ties in key sectors here.”

Appeal to investors
Addressing the potential inves-
tors, he said: “I invite you to come 
and experience the possibilities 
and opportunities for yourself. 
Oman looks forward to welcom-
ing you.”

Al Yousef’s comments came 
in an interview shared by 
the Oman Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (OCCI), an 
organisation that acts as a liaison 

between the private sector and 
government.

OCCI Chairman Redha Al Saleh 
encouraged investors to become a 
part of Oman Vision 2040, which 
aims to diversify and build a sus-
tainable economy, create good 
standards of living, job opportu-
nities for all and help businesses 
withstand the potential impact of 
global developments.

“The chamber requires foreign 
investors to invest in Oman Vi-
sion 2040, which banks heavily on 
the private sector to lead Oman’s 
comprehensive economic devel-
opment process,” he said. “Foreign 
investors are also allowed up to 

100 percent foreign ownership,” 
explained Al Saleh. “They can also 
gain an advantage using Oman’s 
unique geographical location, 
which is well-connected to both 
the east and the west by air, road 
and sea.”

Conducive business climate
The government is taking a very 
direct approach to enhance the 
business climate and opportu-
nities present here such as no 
income tax for individuals, tax 
exemptions for fi ve years or 
more, the freedom of transferring 
capital and profi ts, full foreign 
ownership rights and one-stop 

shop services.
The government has invested 

a lot in developing the country’s 
logistics and transport infrastruc-
ture with the aim of becoming a 
key logistics and shipping hub in 
the Middle East.

Tanfeedh initiative
Areas targeted for economic ex-
pansion under the country’s Tan-
feedh initiative include agriculture 
and fi sheries, mining and energy, 
transportation and logistics, man-
ufacturing and tourism. The coun-
try’s fi sheries exports are likely to 
contribute OMR1.3bn to the coun-
try’s GDP in 2023. >A5

Made in Oman buses being 

used at Expo 2020 in Dubai

More cutting-edge medical tech for Oman soon

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Buses manufactured 
in Oman are being used at Expo 
2020, being held in Dubai in the 
neighbouring United Arab Emir-
ates. The buses are made by Kar-
wa Motors, located in the Special 
Economic Zone at Duqm and are 
being used for the fi rst time out-
side Oman. “The use of the buses 
from Karwa Motors comes as part 
of the Oman pavilion’s endeavour 
to promote economic gains and 
promote various opportunities for 
Omani industries,” said Mohsen 
bin Khamis Al Balushi, advisor at 
the Ministry of Commerce, Indus-
try and Investment Promotion.

Al Balushi, who also serves as 
commissioner-general of Oman at 
the country’s pavilion at the Expo, 
added, “The buses will be used for 
transporting Omani delegations 
participating in various events at 
the Sultanate of Oman’s pavilion 
at Expo 2020.” >A2

Times News Service

MUSCAT: After bringing in an 
augmented reality device that 
helped doctors in Oman per-
form critical spinal surgery on a 
patient, the company that pro-
vided this technology intends to 
bring other cutting-edge medical 
equipment to help doctors take 
better care of patients.

The ClarifEye augmented re-
ality surgical device was brought 
to Oman by global engineering 
company Philips, making it the 
fi rst country outside Europe to 
receive this technology.

Doctors from the Armed Forces 
hospital recently used this tech 
to perform spinal stabilisation 
surgery on a 52-year-old national. 
Led by Col. Dr. Ahmed Al Jabri, the 
head of orthopaedics, the medical 
team that performed the surgery 
included practitioners from the 

orthopaedic, anaesthesia, opera-
tions, radiology and medical engi-
neering departments.

“The Armed Forces hospi-
tal was interested in the imag-
ing solutions that Philips could 
provide for their new operating 
room,” said Manoj Arora, Philips’ 

business leader for image guided 
therapy in the Middle East, Tur-
key and Africa (META). “The lo-
cal team worked closely together 
with the headquarters on this pro-
ject to make sure that the Ministry 
of Defence in Oman could be the 
fi rst site outside Europe to benefi t 

from this new solution.
“After the new hybrid operat-

ing room was installed, the Clar-
ifEye augmented reality surgical 
navigation was added to it,” he 
explained. “Dedicated training 
was provided to the clinical staff  
and our support staff  was present 
to support the teams perform-
ing the fi rst medical cases using 
ClarifEye.

‘Middle East our priority’
“We have a long history of bring-
ing innovative technologies in 
healthcare, as well as a robust 
pipeline of innovation,” added 
Arora.

“The Middle East is a recog-
nised area of growth geography, 
and Philips has its META head-
quarters based out of Dubai, 
which clearly shows the impor-
tance we attach to the Middle 
East region. >A2
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Bank loans based on 
sustainability factors

1
Loans that have 
repayment conditions 
linked to sustainability 

targets are being issued to 
companies in Oman.>A2

WORLD
Biden sure Putin will 
invade Ukraine

2
US President Joe 
Biden on Friday said, 
“I’m convinced” Putin 

has decided to further invade 
Ukraine. He cited the “signifi cant 
intelligence capability” of the US 
government.  >A6

MARKET
Air travel momentum 
building: IATA data

3
The International Air 
Transport Association 
(IATA) released data 

showing growing momentum 
in the recovery of air travel as 
restrictions are lifted. >B1
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PRIVATE SECTOR 
A KEY PARTNER 
IN OMAN 
VISION 2040
Oman’s government is pro-business and has 
invested heavily in creating robust infrastructure 
and a friendly business environment

Bilarab Bin Haitham Award inspired  

by traditional Omani architecture
MUSCAT: The shields being 
awarded to the top three win-
ners of the Bilarab Bin Haitham 
Award for Architectural Design 
are designed and inspired us-
ing elements of the local envi-
ronment, and feature original 
aspects of traditional Omani 
architecture.

The Organising Committee 
of the award affi  rmed that the 
shields were designed in a man-
ner to impart the message that the 
award is closely associated with 
the local environment.

To cope with the digital trans-
formation in the Sultanate of 

Oman and in an unprecedented 
move at the level of Arab coun-
tries and other regional partners 
when it comes to awards, the 
shields of the top three winners 

are to be delivered in the form of 
digital copies/ shields using the 
Non-fungible Tokens (NFTs).

The NFT is a digital asset and 
a modern technology that the 
world is currently implementing. 

Worldwide, technology 
around NFT is considered a 
public favourite. The NFT is 
established on a person’s digital 
asset such a photo, drawing, vid-
eo footage, or a piece of music, 

once proof of ownership of said 
asset has been established. This 
helps them generate income from 
such property, ownership or right 
of possession. Owners of NFTs 

may also provide descriptive de-
tails or features of the assets they 
own. 

It is worth mentioning that 
Bilarab Bin Haitham Award for 
Architectural Design targets 
the youth aged under thirty-fi ve 
years. Ten projects have qualifi ed 
for the fi nal stage of the fi rst edi-
tion of the award. 

Those who qualify will have to 
deliver detailed presentations on 
their projects before the Arbitra-
tion Committee along with direct 
discussions on 27 and 28 Febru-
ary at the Exhibitions Hall of Sul-
tan Qaboos University. — ONA

F O R  A R C H I T E C T U R A L  D E S I G N
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Dhuhr ........................................... 12:26pm

Asr .....................................................3:43pm

Maghrib .........................................6:10pm

Isha....................................................7:21pm 

Fajr (Tomorrow) .................... 5:20am

Made in 
Oman buses

Karwa Motors is a joint venture 
between Mowasalat Qatar, the 
state-owned transport company of 
Qatar and Oman Investment Au-
thority, Oman’s sovereign wealth  
fund. The fi rst phase of operations 
at the Karwa Motors facility will 
focus on manufacturing buses for 
the FIFA World Cup 2022 in Doha.

Due to its strategic location close 
to the regional market, the project 
is well-positioned to contribute 
to the success of this global event 
by reducing workloads, shipping 
times and storage costs. Moreover, 
this step also refl ects Qatar’s vi-
sion of enhancing the contribution 
of neighbouring countries to the 
success of this global event.

Located on a 600,000 square 
metre site, the manufacturing fa-
cility is outfi tted with the latest 
in technology. It also houses sev-
eral key sections, including a large 
warehouse to store raw materials, 
core workshops for cutting and 
welding, dyeing and equipment 
and motor assembly, a full-fl edged  
inspection yard and testing facility 
and a vast number of other auxil-
iary facilities. The factory will also 
create job opportunities for Oma-
nis, whether they are regular job 
seekers or have experience in the 
automotive fi eld.

The announcement of the fi rst 
Karwa-branded bus rolling off  the 
production line in Duqm came in 
November 2021. The occasion also 
marked the start of manufactur-
ing operations for the joint invest-
ment project between the Sultan-
ate of Oman and the State of Qatar, 
which in its fi rst phase aims to pro-
duce 500  buses annually.

At that time, Hisham Al Sheedi, 
the acting director of Economic 
Diversifi cation Investments, said, 
“The Oman Investment Authority 
invests in such projects to not only 
support Oman’s economic diver-
sifi cation eff orts but also move us 
closer towards realising our vision 
of developing Oman’s logistics sec-
tor and establishing Oman as an 
industrial hub for the region.

“Moreover, the project will also 
help us enhance our technical ex-
pertise in the automotive sector 
and develop supplementary indus-
tries that will support its growth, 
including new small and medium-
sized businesses,” he added.

K A R W A  M O T O R S
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A1Loans based on sustainability 
targets being offered in Oman

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Loans that have re-
payment conditions linked to 
sustainability targets are being is-
sued to companies in Oman.

One such bank is HSBC, which 
at the end of last year, completed 
its fi rst sustainability linked loan 
in Oman. Issued to an oilfi eld 
services business, the client bor-
rowed money where the terms of 
the loan were linked to sustain-
ability factors such as the amount 
of wastewater generated.

Climate change solutions
“As a global business, we rec-
ognise that our planet urgently 
needs action to protect commu-

nities, businesses and the natural 
environment from the damaging 
eff ects of climate change,” said Si-
mon Adcock, head of commercial 
banking at HSBC Oman. “We also 
recognise the potential impact of 
climate change and have set out 
an ambitious plan to unlock cli-
mate solutions that can support 
our customers in their energy 
transition and their journey to-
wards net zero.”

Oman’s renewable energy sec-
tor is full of potential. Aiming to 
diversify its energy sources, the 
Government has set an ambitious 
goal of covering 30 percent of its 
electricity demand with renew-
able energy projects by 2030. This 
presents substantial opportuni-
ties for business and the wider 
economy.

With the launch of several ma-
jor renewable energy projects 
in the sultanate, Oman Power & 
Water Procurement Company 
(OPWP) expects solar energy, 
wind power and waste energy pro-
jects to account for as much as 30 
percent of the country’s energy 
mix by 2030.

“As a community, taking per-
sonal responsibility for something 
as simple as waste can collectively 
deliver a substantial contribution 
to sustainability, for example all 
too often plastic waste is discard-
ed without any regard for the envi-
ronment,” said Adcock. “Everyone 

can play a role.
“It has become more impor-

tant than ever for businesses to 
embrace innovation and sustain-
ability, open up new growth oppor-
tunities and stay relevant in the 
new low carbon economy,” he ex-
plained. “That is why we are inten-
sifying eff orts to help businesses, 
small and large, transition to more 
sustainable business models.

“We aim to unlock climate 
solutions such as clean tech in-
novation, sustainable infrastruc-
ture and nature-based solutions. 
Radical ideas are needed to tackle 
climate change, but turning con-
cepts into commercially viable 
solutions at a global scale requires 
investment and governance.”

Sustainable & Transition 
Finance Team
In January 2021, HSBC formed a 
dedicated Sustainable & Transi-
tion Finance Team in the Middle 
East to help institutions, corpo-
rates and individuals transition 
to a more sustainable economy. 
The team leverages deep techni-
cal knowledge of environmental, 
social and governance opportuni-
ties, the challenges facing custom-
ers, and the evolving regulatory 
environment.

Furthermore, the HSBC Sus-
tainable Financing & Investing 
Survey 2021, which took the pulse 
of major corporate issuers of se-
curities and the companies that 
invest in them, showed that 97 
percent of issuers in the region 
who responded to the survey had 
increased the attention that they 
pay to environmental and social 
issues over the past year.

Nearly 45 percent of issuers 
said that they were already see-
ing the impact of climate change 
on their business or activities – up 
from just seven percent a year ago. 
It is now critical for companies to 
engage on the topic to better un-
derstand how they can capture the 
economic, as well as environmen-
tal and social benefi ts of adopting 
robust sustainability policies.

Explaining the challenges fac-
ing sustainability eff orts in Oman 
and other countries, Adcock said, 

“The challenge is not only in 
Oman but across many emerg-
ing economies. At HSBC, we are 
committed to working with our 
customers during their journey 
to lowering carbon emissions.  
We are mobilizing fi nance to sup-
port our customers’ transitions, 
accelerating innovation to help 
scale up climate change solutions 
and building global partnerships 
to ensure investment is swiftly 
channeled towards sustainable 
projects.”

Changing customer 
demands
He added: “Across broader indus-
tries, we are seeing companies 
feeling the pressure of changing 
customer demands, for example, 
asking for less plastic packaging or 
single use plastics with consumer 
goods and pressure from investors 
or other large companies within 
their supply chains to change their 
practices. The subject is really in-
creasing in profi le as we emerge 
from the pandemic and companies 
who adapt quickly and view this 
as an opportunity, rather than a 
threat, will be the ones who thrive 
in the coming years.” 

Adcock’s interview is part of 
Tejarah Talks, a series of discus-
sions around sustainable business 
in Oman, organised by the Min-
istry of Commerce, Industry, and 
Investment Promotion.

As a community, 

taking personal 

responsibility can 

collectively deliver 

a substantial 

contribution to 

sustainability

Seeking to team up with partners for healthcare delivery
“Our entire HealthTech 

portfolio is available in the Middle 
East,” he said. “Any new product 
and solution that we develop are 
launched and introduced in Mid-
dle East countries immediately 
subject to local regulatory approv-
als and clearances. We are looking 
forward to partnering with the 
right healthcare delivery provid-
ers in the region with whom we 
can collaborate in developing or 
testing prototypes or creating 

proof points for our products and 
services, including developing AI 
solutions.”

A piece of technology Philips is 
currently working on is the Fibre 
Optic RealShape (FORS), which 
enables real-time 3D visualisa-
tion of the internal workings of 
the human body. FORS sends 
pulses of light through hair-thin 
optical fi bres that run within min-
imally invasive devices. After suc-
cessfully undergoing pre-clinical 

trials, the technology is currently 
undergoing clinical studies in the 
US and Europe.

“Just like we introduced our 
technology in Oman, we will con-
tinue to look for interested insti-
tutes and physicians willing to 
partner in launching new solu-
tions,” said Arora, before explain-
ing how ClarifEye works.

The system works with four 
integrated optical, hi-resolution 
cameras that look at the back of 

the patient, providing an external 
view. These optical images are 
combined with computer gener-
ated images of the internal spine, 
incorporating some of the same 
elements used in CT scanning.

In this way, the surgeon has a 
3D view on the external and inter-
nal anatomy of the patient in the 
same view. The patient remains 
continuously tracked, as the cam-
eras register the non-invasive 
markers that have been placed on 

the back of the patient. The sys-
tem then plots the planned path 
for the needle or screw that then 
can be placed in the exact posi-
tion, without the need to open up 
the patient.

This helps greatly in increasing 
minimal invasive treatment of the 
patient, resulting in lesser opera-
tive pain, a shorter stay in hospi-
tal, little blood loss and scarring.

N E W  P R O D U C T  A N D  S O L U T I O N S

Simon Adcock. — File picture
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Traveller shares first-hand account of 
flying home after COVID rules eased

Times News Service

MUSCAT: An Indian national 
who recently travelled to India to 
visit his family following the re-
laxation of COVID protocols in his 
home country has shared his expe-
riences on how the updated meas-
ures have made travel easier.

Manoj Kumar, an Indian from 
the eastern state of Odisha who 
works in Oman, travelled to India 
this weekend on annual leave, af-
ter the government scrapped the 

requirement for fully vaccinated 
travellers to take a PCR test before 
boarding their fl ight.

“That, to be honest, is the best 
piece of news I have heard in a long 
time, because taking a PCR test is 
quite strenuous,” he said. “Previ-
ously, you needed to come to the 
clinic for your test, wait for a long 
time to get tested and then wait 
once again to receive your test re-

port when you have many other 
things to handle before leaving.

“You are also on tenterhooks 
until such time as you receive the 
result: You never know if you are 
going to test positive, which means 
you have to scrap your entire travel 
plans,” he added. “Rebooking your 
ticket fares, organising another 
PCR test and arranging transpor-
tation when needed can be a costly 

aff air for a lot of people.
“It also means that I don’t have 

to spend the OMR15 or so required 
for a PCR test: The COVID-19 
pandemic has impacted a lot of us 
fi nancially and money is tight for 
everyone,” said Kumar. “This is 
particularly welcoming for blue-
collar workers, whose primary 
concern is getting money back to 
their families at home.”

Although Muscat International 
Airport was rather empty when 
Manoj went to the check-in desk, 
that was not the case when he ar-
rived at Indira Gandhi Internation-
al Airport in New Dehli, his fi rst 
point of arrival in his home country.

There were only two or three 
people ahead of him using the 
e-gate in Muscat, with security 
screening afterwards a breeze. 
The entire process – from check-

in to security screening – took only 
about 45 minutes. Conversely, 
clearing immigration in New Del-
hi took him nearly 2 hours: People 
who could not visit their families 
for so many years because of the 
stringent COVID-19 protocols 
took advantage of the updated re-
quirements to fl y to India.

Packed
“Immigration in New Delhi was 
packed,” he said. “I saw a lot of for-
eign visa holders at the airport: 
They probably came to the country 
because the old rules made it quite 
tough for them to travel in and out of 
India, particularly in cases of work.

“In India, your vaccination state 
is not checked at the airport: It is 
assumed that your vaccine status 
has been verifi ed in your country 
of departure,” added Manoj. “If you 
aren’t fully vaccinated, you will 
of course not be allowed to board 
your plane without a PCR test.”

“My family is very happy to 
see me, as I am sure are the hun-
dreds of thousands of mothers 
and fathers, sons and daughters 
and husbands and wives who are 
now eagerly waiting for their fam-
ily members to come home to see 
them after more than two years of 
being apart,” he said.

Scrapping of the PCR 

test requirement 

for fully vaccinated 

travellers is the 

best piece of news 

in a long time, says 

an expat travelling 

to India

My family is very happy 

to see me, as I am sure 

are the hundreds of 

thousands of mothers 

and fathers, sons 

and daughters and 

husbands and wives 

eagerly waiting for their 

loved ones

 O N  S O C I A L  M E D I A

MOST WATCHED VIDEO ON FACEBOOK

MOST VIEWED VIDEO 
ON INSTAGRAM

Maghrib 
Minute 
video

The Maghrib Minute video news 
wrap  had 5,600 views and reached 
19,500 people on Facebook.

Out & About 
episode with 
Charm

The Out & About episode with 
Charm had 1,312 views and 82 
likes on Instagram.

MOST READ ON FACEBOOK

23,605 REACH

Story on no more PCR 
test or quarantine for 
travellers coming to 
Bahrain

A story on no more PCR test or quarantine for travellers 
coming to Bahrain reached 23,605 people and had 1,222 
engagements on Facebook.

5,600 VIEWS

1,312 VIEWS

Non-oil Oman-UAE commerce 

grew by 9 per cent in 2021

DUBAI: Qais Mohammed Al 
Yousef, Minister of Commerce, 
Industry and Investment Promo-
tion has  described the UAE as the 
most important importer of Om-
ani non-oil products. It occupies 
second place in the list of Oman’s 
re-export destinations, he added.

The minister said that the 
volume of 2020 bilateral com-
mercial exchange stood at more 
than OMR4 billion, compared to 
OMR3.7 billion in 2010.

As many as 3,507 UAE fi rms 
had investments in Oman in 2021, 
with an aggregate capital of more 
than OMR590 million, mostly 
in the sectors of constructions, 
trade and services. This came at 
the 2nd Oman-UAE Economic 

Forum, held at Dubai Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry on the 
sidelines of  Oman’s participation 
in Expo 2020 Dubai to discuss the 
consolidation of economic part-
nership between the business 
communities in the two countries 
in manner that serves economic 
relations, commercial exchange, 
investments and programmes of 
cooperation at government and 
private levels. 

He also said that the forum is 
considered a step forward in the 
march of Oman-UAE economic 
relations. The forum focused on 
developing partnerships in vari-
ous vital sectors, including inno-
vation, renewable energy, water 
solutions, fi nancial services, logis-

tics, constructions, real estate and 
entrepreneurship.

Abdullah Tauq Al Marri, Minis-
ter of Economy in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), said Oman is the 
second largest GCC trade partner 
of the UAE, with 20 per cent of 
UAE’s total trade. 

The value of non-oil commer-
cial exchange between the two 
countries in 2021 stood at more 
than AED46 billion, a growth by 9 
per cent over its value in 2020. Al 
Marri added in a speech before the 
2nd Oman-UAE Economic Forum 
that hotel establishments in the 
UAE received more than 256,000 
guests from Oman in 2021, consti-
tuting a growth rate of 32 per cent 
over the fi gures in 2020.  -ONA

ECONOMY
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Al Mazar’e Village in the Wilayat 
of Quriyat in the Governorate of 
Muscat attracts many tourists, 

thanks to its natural beauty, picturesque 
green oases, abundant water and deep-
rooted history.

Thirty kilometres away from the cen-
tre of the wilayat, the village is charac-
terised by a towering mountain terrain 
with waters fl owing amidst high moun-
tains, and green spaces on the sides.

History seems manifested in its old 
houses, towers and forts. The many 
neighbourhoods that make up the vil-
lage are all located along a narrow plain 
stretch on the sides of Wadi Dhiqah, 
which divides it into two halves.

The village is surrounded by moun-
tains on all sides, forming a wall punc-
tuated by paved roads along “Al Jabal Al 
Aswad,” or the Black Mountain.

Al Jabal Al Aswad, known for its tow-
ering height, is a tourist destination that 

beckons lovers of nature, adventure and 
exploration in Al Mazar’e village.

Tourists also come to see the his-
torical and archaeological ruins spread 
across all the neighbourhoods of the vil-
lage. Some of these date back to the pre-
historic period.

The village is well known for its range 
of crops, an important aspect of the eco-
nomic life in the village. These crops in-
clude maize, barley and alfalfa, cowpea, 
papaya, banana, mango, lemon, sweet 
lime, melons, etc. It is also famous for 
diff erent types of date palms, such as Al 
Naghal and Al Khnaizi.

The village is also famous because 
among all the wilayat’s villages, the date 
palm pollen season begins here fi rst, 
thanks to its warm climate and abun-
dance of water. Pollination and heat con-
ditions start in Al Khazifa, Al Qadmi and 
Al Miznaj.

The village is also famous for its many 

traditional craft industries, which rely 
on primitive ways in making mats, ropes 
and pottery.

Al Mazar’e Village is famous for old 
historical landmarks that refl ect the past 
of the ancestors.

There are towers, castles and forts, in-
cluding Al Hisan Fort, A’Dhahir Tower, 
Mansfat Tower, Al Hisn Tower, and Al 
Jazeer Tower, which overlooks the Wadi 
Dhaiqah track to Hail Al Ghaf. 

The village has many old mosques and 
houses in various neighbourhoods, such 
as Bait Al Qat’ei, Bait Al Hadid in Al Ja-
zeer and Bait Al Abiya in Al Ghubaira.

There are a lot of old Afl aj, the an-
cient irrigation systems or water chan-
nels,” some dating back to the pre-Is-
lam period. 

These included Falaj Al Qarya, Falaj 
Al Qayta’ei, in addition to Falaj Al Saih, 
Al Ghubaira, Al Jazeer, Mansfat and 
Al Mazra.

FAMOUS FOR OLD 

HISTORICAL 
LANDMARKS
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Newly elected members of 
Pakistan School System sworn in
Times News Service

MUSCAT: The oath taking cer-
emony of the newly unopposed 
elected members of Pakistan 
School System was held on Feb-
ruary 14, 2022 at Pakistan School 
Hall of Pakistan School Muscat. 
His Highness Sayyid Suhaib Fatik 
Fahar Al-Said graced the occasion 
as the Chief Guest.

H.E. Muhammad Imran Ali 
Chaudhry, recently-appointed 
Ambassador of Pakistan to Sul-
tanate of Oman administered the 
oath of offi  ce to the newly elected 
offi  cials.

The event was attended by 
prominent personalities from 
Pakistan, including parents, all of-
fi cials of Pakistan School System, 
staff  and teachers.

Besides, distinguished guests 
from Pakistan and respected 
dignitaries from the Sultanate 
of Oman, including Dr. Saeed Al 
Saqlavi, Member State Council, 
Dr. Muhammad Ibrahim Al Zad-
jali, Chairman of Omani Lawyers 

Association & Member Majlis Al 
Shura; Honourable Mohamed Issa 
Al Zadjali, Chairman of Muscat 
Media Group and  Shaiful Anuar 
Mohammad, Ambassador of Ma-
laysia to the Sultanate of Oman, 
graced the occasion by their pres-
ence. Offi  cers of the Embassy of 
Pakistan also witnessed the event.

Ameer Hamza, the new Chair-
man commended the eff orts of 
the Pakistan School Management 
and pledged to further improve 

the quality of Pakistani Schools. 
He vowed to bring in educational 
and administrative reforms in 
collaboration with parents, the 
Embassy of Pakistan and the Min-
istry of Education.

He further said that steps 
would be taken to promote an en-
vironment in the schools’ admin-
istrative and educational systems 
to ensure better supervision of 
extra-curricular activities.

Addressing the audience, the 

Ambassador of Pakistan said: “My 
priority is education as I myself 
have been the head of the Civil 
Service Academy. I also like this 
Hall and the students and teach-
ers of the school. We will work 
together to achieve common ob-
jectives. And for that we should 
give the new Board a chance and 
extend full cooperation and help 
in educational matters because 
it is a prestigious institution of 
the community and of Pakistan 
which was established almost 
four decades back. To recognise 
the eff orts of Steering Commit-
tees of the school, its members 
were awarded with commenda-
tion certifi cates.”

At the end, the Ambassador of 
Pakistan presented a souvenir to 
the Chief Guest on behalf of Paki-
stan Schools in Oman.

The distinguished guest, His 
Highness Sayyid Suhaib Fatiq 
Fahar Al-Said expressed his best 
wishes for the Ambassador of Pa-
kistan and the Pakistani Schools 
in the Sultanate of Oman.

N E W  B O A R D

Indian schools fi lm 

fest inaugurated at 

virtual function
Times News Service

MUSCAT: The third edition of 
Indian Schools Film Festival 2021, 
the greatest platform to channelise 
students’ burgeoning potential 
and to produce the best fi lm mak-
ers, organised by the Board of Di-
rectors, Indian schools in Oman, 
was inaugurated at a dignifi ed vir-
tual function by Indian School Al 
Maabela, the host School of ISFF 
2021, on February 17, 2022. 

The grand inaugural ceremony 
commenced with the lighting of 
the lamp and an invocation song by 
the school choir. The Chief Guest 
Humaid Bin Saeed Bin Rashid Al 
Ameri, a renowned writer, fi lm di-
rector, and the President of Omani 
Society for Cinema and theatre, 
enhanced the grandeur of the oc-
casion with his august presence. 
Dr Sivakumar  Manickam, Chair-
man, Board of Directors of Indian 
Schools, Sultanate of Oman, Sira-
judheen Nhelat, Academic Chair, 
Board of Directors, and  Sujithku-
mar S, President, School Manage-
ment Committee, ISAM graced 
the occasion.      

The ceremonial unveiling of 
ISFF Statuette marked the offi  cial 
inauguration of ISFF 2021, the 
confl uence of cinematic virtuosity.

Dr Sivakumar Manickam in his 
introductory note, highlighted the 
infl uence of social media among 
the people and acknowledged that 
art aids learning outcome.

“Films have a three-fold impact 

on society, particularly the young 
people – they are a source of learn-
ing, motivation and entertain-
ment,” Dr Manickam said.

Sujithkumar S, President, 
School Management Committee, 
ISAM, greeted and cordially wel-
comed the chief guest and other 
dignitaries present in the function. 

The Chief Guest Humaid Bin 
Saeed Bin Rashid Al Ameri ex-
pressed his joy in participating in 
the Film Festival and wished suc-
cess and good luck to all the bud-
ding, enthusiastic fi lm-makers. 
In his felicitation speech, Sira-
judheen Nhelat, Academic Chair, 
refl ected on the positive impact of 
fi lms on the upcoming generation. 

The rollicking track of the 
theme song of ISFF 2021 by the 
school choir provided the viewers 
with the iconic magical moments 
and the images of the euphoric ex-
periences. An outstanding fusion 
of dances presented by the young 
dynamic students of ISAM feast-
ed the eyes of the onlookers. The 
ISFF 2021 Preview was fl ashed 
through a short presentation.

While the inaugural ceremony 
came to an end with the expression 
of gratitude by Vijay Velayudhan, 
Convenor, SMC and Chairperson 
of sports and co-curricular sub-
committee of ISAM and the rendi-
tion of school anthem, it marked 
the beginning of the fi rst day of live 
streaming of the nominated short 
fi lms under various genres and 
categories.

T H I R D  E D I T I O N

Pristine  coastline
The second-largest country in 
the Gulf region which possesses 
a wealth of natural resources – 
some of which are still relatively 
untapped – Oman also has plenty 
of attractions for tourists. It has 
a long coastline with pristine, 
sandy beaches, beautiful moun-
tains, golden deserts with rows 
and rows of sand dunes and was 
ranked among the world’s 10 best 
destinations to visit in 2022, as 
reported by international travel 
magazine Lonely Planet.

Oman’s landscape
Oman’s landscape is changing: 
A host of towering megapro-
jects are changing the face of the 
economy – a clear indication that 
Oman is on the move.

To promote economic diversi-
fi cation and explore investment 
opportunities, Oman has set up 

a number of free zones in the 
country.

“The purpose of establish-
ing the special economic zone 
in Duqm, as well as free zones in 
Sohar, Salalah and Mazyona is to 
reach out to the outside world,” 
said Dr Ali bin Masoud Al Su-
naidy, the chairman of the Public 
Authority for Special Economic 
Zones and Free Zones (OPAZ). 
“The special economic zones and 
free zones are well-equipped and 
they are all in close proximity of 
large ports and airports, gas pipe-
lines, road infrastructure and 
recently expanded 5G infrastruc-
ture.

“Right now, within the frame-
work of the special economic 
zones and free zones, we are con-
centrating on renewable energy, 
in line with Oman Vision 2040,” 
he added.

S P E C I A L  E C O N O M I C  Z O N E S
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Summit discusses challenges and 

concerns facing the Arab countries
CAIRO: The Sultanate, repre-
sented by Majlis Al Shura partici-
pated  in  the activities of the 4th 
Conference of the Arab Parlia-
ment and Heads of Arab Parlia-
ments, held at the headquarters of 
the Arab League, in Cairo.

Khalid bin Hilal Al Mawali, 
Chairman of Majlis Al Shura 
chaired the Sultanate’s delegation 
taking part in the conference.

The conference discussed the 
document on “the Arab parlia-
mentary vision for achievement 
of security and stability and ad-
vancing the Arab countries’ actu-
al condition”. The document was 
prepared by the Arab Parliament 
which would be submitted to the 
upcoming Arab Summit.

The document dealt with the 
key challenges and concerns fac-
ing the Arab countries and the 
role parliaments can play in for-
mulating a common vision to face 
the challenges to the Arab nation. 

Adel Abdulrahman Al  Asoomi, 
Speaker of the Arab Parliament 
stressed the signifi cance of the 
conference as it is held under 
exceptional conditions and chal-
lenges witnessed in the Arab 
countries at the internal and ex-
ternal level. — ONA

A R A B  P A R L I A M E N T A R Y  V I S I O N

Forum sheds light on 

key projects in Oman

DUBAI: Within the Free Trade 
Agreement (FTA) signed between 
the Sultanate of Oman and the 
United States, the Omani-US Fo-
rum held a meeting at the Gen-
eral Commission of the Sultanate 
Pavilion at Expo 2020 Dubai in 
the presence of Dubai-based US 
companies.

The forum aimed to shed light 
on the projects, available invest-
ment opportunities and the incen-
tives off ered by the Sultanate to in-
vestors in the various sectors along 
with exploring the opportunities 
FTA off ers to Omani businessmen.

A number of offi  cials from Oman 
Investment Authority (OIA), the 
Public Establishment for Industri-
al Estates (PEIE) and the Ministry 
of Commerce, Industry and In-
vestment Promotion  reviewed the 
various investment opportunities 

available at all industrial cities.
Leslie M. Tsou, the US ambas-

sador accredited to the Sultanate 
praised the existing bilateral rela-
tions between the two countries, 
which she described as strategic 
and deep-rooted.  She also spoke 
on the FTA signed between the 
Sultanate of Oman and the US in 
2009 and the contributions of the 
FTA to development of economic 
and trade relations between the 
two countries.

The forum was attended by Qais 
bin Mohammed Al Yousef, Min-
ister of Commerce, Industry and 
Investment Promotion, Mohsin 
bin Khamis Al Balushi, Advisor at 
the Ministry and Commissioner 
General  of the Sultanate’s Pavilion 
at Expo 2020 Dubai and Meghan 
Gregonis, the US Consul General 
in Dubai, UAE.

A T  E X P O  2 0 2 0  D U B A I

SULTANATE’S DELEGATION: Khalid bin Hilal Al Mawali, Chairman of Majlis Al Shura chaired the 

Sultanate’s delegation taking part in the conference. — ONA
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Joe Biden is ‘convinced’ Putin 

has decided to invade Ukraine
WASHINGTON: US President 
Joe Biden on Friday said the 
US believes Russian President 
Vladimir Putin has made up his 
mind to invade Ukraine. 

Biden said, “I’m convinced” Pu-
tin has decided to further invade 
Ukraine. He cited the “signifi cant 
intelligence capability” of the US 
government. “We have reason to 
believe that,” he added.

Speaking at the White House, 
Biden said the attack could come 
in the next “week” or “days” and 
that targets would include the 
capital, Kyiv, “a city of 2.8 million 
innocent people.”

“We’re calling out Russia’s 
plans. Not because we want a con-
fl ict, but because we are doing eve-
rything in our power to remove any 
reason Russia may give to justify 
invading Ukraine,” Biden wrote 
later on Twitter. 

Russia has repeatedly denied 
that it has no plans to attack its 

neighbor. But Western powers 
have warned of a possible Russian 
invasion, with over 150,000 Rus-
sian troops massed on Ukraine’s 
borders.

A Russian envoy said earlier this 
week, “There will be no escalation 
in the coming week, or in the week 
after that, or in the coming month.” 
But the US has warned that an at-
tack was still possible.

‘Not too late’ to return to 
diplomacy
The US president described the 
decision he believes Putin has 
made as a “catastrophic and need-
less war of choice” but sought to 
emphasize that a diplomatic path 
is still an option should Putin 
choose to de-escalate in a mean-
ingful way.

With the US Secretary of State 

Antony Blinken scheduled to hold 
talks with Russian Foreign Min-
ister Sergey Lavrov next week, 
Biden insisted it was “not too late 
to de-escalate and return to the ne-
gotiating table.”

But Biden warned that if an attack 
comes, Putin will have “slammed 
the door shut on diplomacy.”

US, allies determined to 
support Ukraine
Before addressing the nation and 
the world, Biden said he had made 
“two vital calls.” 

The fi rst call he said was to a 
bipartisan group of members of 
the US Congress and Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris, who are all 
attending the Munich Security 
Conference. The second call was 
to EU and NATO members’ heads 
of state. In those calls, Biden said 
he briefed allies on what the US 
believes will happen in Ukraine in 
the coming days. DW

U K R A I N E  I N V A S I O N

Death toll hits 130 in 
Brazil mudslides, fl oods
BRASILIA: The number of fatal-
ities due to fl oods and mudslides 
in Petropolis, a town in southeast 
Brazil’s Rio de Janeiro state, rose 
to 130 on Friday, according to lo-
cal authorities.

The latest report from the lo-
cal Civil Defence agency also said 
the number of people reported 
missing has almost doubled to 

over 200, since heavy rains on 
Tuesday caused rivers to over-
fl ow, sparking mudslides that de-
stroyed many homes. 

Brazil’s President Jair Bol-
sonaro, who fl ew over the disas-
ter area at noon on Friday, said 
it looked like a “war scene,” and 
ordered his ministers to take a 
series of emerging measures. ANI

F L O O D I N G
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Ottawa police arrest 
protesters in bid to 
end siege in Canada

OTTAWA: Ottawa police moved 
Friday to shut down the protests 
that have blocked off  streets in the 
downtown area of the capital and 
inspired similar copycat actions 
elsewhere in the world, arresting 
more than 100 and towing numer-
ous vehicles. 

Ottawa’s interim police chief 
Steve Bell said, “We will run this 
operation 24 hours a day until the 
residents and community have 
their entire city back.”

The 3-week-old polarising pro-
tests ostensibly coalesced around 
pandemic restrictions and COV-
ID vaccine requirements but have 
transformed into a wider anti-

government movement.
On Monday, Canadian Prime 

Minister Justin Trudeau invoked 
emergency powers to deal with 
the blockade.

What are police doing to 
stop the protests?
Prior to Friday’s eff ort, police 
sought to disrupt the protests 
with threats of fi nes or arrests. 
They did so to thin the crowd and 
in part out of fear of escalation or 
violence in and around the protest 
encampments. Those who remain 
are therefore likely to be more 

hardened in their views.
To carry out the operation, 

police set up 100 checkpoints to 
starve the protest community of 
food and fuel. On Friday, hundreds 
of police descended on downtown 
in the frigid cold where snow had 
just fallen.

At least one driver had his win-
dow smashed and a few were 
pulled from vehicles and taken into 
custody. Others who resisted were 
thrown to the ground and arrested.

Even after Friday’s eff orts to try 
and remove the protesters, dozens 
of trucks remained. Three of the 

most prominent organizers were 
arrested, including two Thurs-
day and one Friday. Police have 
off ered that it could take days to 
remove the protesters.

Police have worked to push the 
protesters toward parliament and 
clear streets of their presence 
along the way.

Protesters have also used shov-
els to build chest-high snow em-
bankments there, forming an icy 
barricade.

On Friday afternoon, a steady 
stream of vehicles departed from 
Ottawa’s Parliament Hill.

Those protesters remained 
linked arms and were energized 
in their encounters with police, 
but as dusk set in, the situation 
became more tense.

Kevin Homaund, a trucker from 
Montreal, told the AP news agen-
cy, “Freedom was never free,” add-
ing, “So what if they put the hand-
cuff s on us and they put us in jail?’’

Mark, a protester from Nova 
Scotia who would not give his last 
name, told Reuters news agency, 
“If they want to arrest me, I’ll put 
my hands out, and they can twist-
tie me up like everybody else here. 
We’re going peaceful.” DW

The 3-week-old 

polarising protests 

ostensibly coalesced 

around pandemic 

restrictions

US top court to examine Trump-era border policy
WASHINGTON: The US Su-
preme Court has agreed to con-
sider whether President Joe Biden 
can end a controversial Trump-
era border policy that makes asy-
lum-seekers wait in Mexico as a 
US immigration court reviews 
their case.

This comes after the Biden ad-
ministration, late last year, asked 

the conservative-leaning top court 
to review decisions made by ap-
peals courts that reinstated the 
“Remain in Mexico” policy imple-
mented by former President Don-
ald Trump in 2019.

Suspending the migration pro-
gram, offi  cially called Migrant 
Protection Protocols, was one of 
Biden’s fi rst steps upon entering 

offi  ce. Homeland Security Secre-
tary Alejandro Mayorkas offi  cially 
ended it in June 2021.

Republicans push against 
suspension
Soon after, Republican-led states 
of Missouri and Texas sued over 
the president’s action, which led 
a federal judge to reinstate the 

policy. A three-judge appeals court 
panel agreed with the decision. 
The district judge and two of the 
three appellate judges were Trump 
appointees.

In its request to the Supreme 
Court, the Justice Department 
argued that the program “exposes 
migrants to unacceptable” risks 
and the previous court decisions 

were based on “erroneous inter-
pretations” of the law. The top 
court now plans to hear arguments 
in April, with a decision expected 
by late June.

In the past, Homeland Secu-
rity Secretary Mayorkas acknowl-
edged that the migrant policy 
possibly contributed to a drop in il-
legal border crossings in 2019, but 

came at “substantial and unjustifi -
able human costs” to asylum-seek-
ers, many of whom were exposed 
to violence while waiting for their 
hearings in Mexico.

After it was reinstated, 572 peo-
ple had been returned to Mexico 
between December and February 
13, according to the United Na-
tions migration agency. DW

B O R D E R  P O L I C Y

Hong Kong facing 
its worst-ever 
COVID-19 outbreak
HONG KONG: Hong Kong has 
been facing its worst-ever COV-
ID-19 outbreak, as the people are 
suddenly witnessing a severely 
overstretched healthcare system, 
depicting China’s unsuccessful 
“zero-Covid” policy.

Even as COVID-19 fl ooded the 
world, Hong Kong believed that 
its pandemic policies had kept 
the city safe, Al Jazeera reported. 
In the wake of the imposition of 
national security law, Hong Kong 
pursued a zero-tolerance plan 
that aimed to keep the virus at 
bay by keeping people apart. The 
city barred visitors, imposed the 
world’s longest and most stringent 
quarantines on travellers, and pur-
sued aggressive contact tracing 
tactics with sudden lockdowns 
and mandatory tests.

Those who tested positive were 
swiftly admitted to the hospital, 
and their close contacts and house-
hold members were quarantined as 
well. Yielding two negative tests in 
quick succession was the only path 
to release, as per Al Jazeera.

The media outlet also reported 
that the vaccination rates were less 
than ideal among the general popu-
lation and paltry among the elderly, 
a problem in a place where 1.27 
million people, or roughly 18 per 
cent of residents, are 65 and older.

The latest data shows about 40 
per cent of the population 70 and 

older has had at least one dose of 
the vaccine. Just 13 per cent of that 
age group have had three shots, Al 
Jazeera reported.

China’s zero-Covid strategy has 
adversely aff ected the city. The ze-
ro-Covid strategy has failed in the 
face of the latest Omicron wave.

Hong Kong’s insistence on 
sending all positive cases to hos-
pitals, irrespective of the severity, 
has led to at least one hospital be-
ing so overwhelmed it was forced 
to move patients on gurneys out-
side, lining them up in the parking 
lot, reported CNN.

Meanwhile, a raft of tightened 
restrictions and targeted lock-
downs have led many experts and 
residents to question the sustain-
ability of such an approach as the 
city enters the third year of the 
pandemic. ANI

C O V I D  O U T B R E A K
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CHINESE FIGURE SKATERS WIN GOLD
China’s two-time world champions Sui Wenjing and Han Cong claimed the fi gure skating pairs title at the Beijing Winter 

Olympics on Saturday. Sui/Han led both short programme and free skate, collecting 239.88 points in total for the victory.

Eugenia Tarasova/Vladimir Morozov of the Russian Olympic Committee took silver on 239.25 and reigning European and 

world champions Anastasia Mishina and Aleksandr Galliamov of ROC bagged bronze on 237.71. —Xinhua

Victories for Ideal, 

Global, Capital 

Star, Landmark
Times News Service 

MUSCAT: Ideal International 
rode on excellent all-round perfor-
mance by Ruban Durai to beat Al 
Jadidi Engineering and Contract-
ing in a C Division T20 League 
game at Muscat Municipality 
ground 2 in Amerat on Friday.

Al Jadidi posted a robust 176 for 
9 on the board, thanks to top scores 
of 51 by Dhanesh Krishnan and 38 
by Vaseem Pyarejan. Ruban was 
the pick of Ideal bowlers, taking 3 
for 21 in his four-over spell.

Ruban led the way with the bat 
too, scoring a superb 51 as Ideal 
chased the total down in 18.4 
overs, collecting 177 for the loss of 
3 wickets. Vaseem Pyarejan con-
tributed 38.

Brief Scores (C Division): Al 
Jadidi Engineering and Contract-
ing 176 for 9 in 20 overs (Dhanesh 
Krishnan 51 – 5x4, Vaseem Pyare-
jan 38 – 5x4, Ruban Durai 3-21) 
lost to Ideal International 177 for 
3 in 18.4 overs (Ruban Durai 51 
– 5x4, 3x6, Wasim Jamadar 44 – 
7x4) by 7 wickets.

Waseem bowls Global Corp 
to victory
Waseem Abbas claimed 3 for 5 to 
help Global Corp Logistics to a 
37-run victory against Pitspot in 
a D Division T20 League match 
at Muscat Municipality ground 3 
on Friday. In a game reduced to 18 
overs a side, Global Corp was re-
stricted to 125 for 8 due largely to 
brilliant bowling by Monty Navani 
who claimed 4 for 31. Giridharan 
topscored with 22 off  33.

Pitspot failed to mount a chal-
lenge, folding up for a paltry 88 
in 15.2 overs due to outstanding 
bowling by Waseem, Muhammed 
Siddique (3 for 16) and Marshal 
Barmeda (2 for 21).

Brief Scores (D Division): Glob-
al Corp Logistics 125 for 8 in 18 
overs (Giridharan Vyrawamoor-
thy 22 – 1x4, Ummer Mahmood 
21 – 2x4. Monty Navani 4-31) beat 
Pitspot 88 all out in 15.2 overs (Vi-
nod Shankar 17 – 2x4. Waseem 
Abbas 3-5, Muhammed Siddique 

3-16, Marshal Barmeda 2-21) by 
37 runs.

Rafeek shines in Capital 
Star’s win
Muhamed Rafeeq’s magnifi cent 
5 for 13 and Maheswaran Anna-
durai’s unbeaten 68 off  37 were 
the highlights of Capital Star’s 
emphatic 8-wicket win over Y Ho-
rizon in an E Division T20 League 
match at Muscat Municipality 
ground 2.

Y H was dismissed for 140 in the 
20 th over as Mohamed Rafeek ran 
through the side with his fi fer, get-
ting excellent support from Nahas 
Theparambil who picked up 3 for 
32. Amar Pal topscored with 30.

Capital Star surpassed the total 
in only 14.2 overs, scoring 142 for 2 
thanks to Maheswaran’s top knock 
of 68 and Kamesh Maharaja’s 48.

Brief Scores (E Division): Y 
Horizon 140 all out in 19.5 overs 
(Amar Pal 30 – 1x4, Naresh Sud-
hakar 27 – 3x4. Muhamad Rafeek 
5-13, Nahas Theparambil 3-32) 
lost to Capital Star 142 for 2 in 14.2 
overs (Maheswaran Annadurai 68 
– 11x4, Kamesh Maharaja 48 – 5x4, 
2x6) by 8 wickets.

Kugan powers Landmark to 
easy win
In another E Division clash, Kugan 
Kuganeswaran powered Land-
mark Group to a comfortable 
7-wicket win over Sam Royals at 
Muscat Municipality ground 3.

Sam Royals could score only 133 
for 9 with Nandakumar Nair be-
ing its main scorer with 42. Kugan 
and Naresh Kumar bowled excep-
tionally well, taking three wickets 
each.

It took Landmark Group only 
15.1 overs to overhaul the target, 
scoring 134 for 3 thanks to Kugan’s 
superb 45.

Brief Scores (E Division): 
Sam Royals 133 for 9 in 20 overs 
(Nandakumar Nair 42 – 4x4, 1x6, 
Kugan Kuganeswaran 3-20, Nar-
esh Kumar 3-21) lost to Landmark 
Group 134 for 3 in 15.1 overs (Ku-
gan Kuganeswaran 45 – 8x4, 1x6) 
by 7 wickets. 

C R I C K E T  R O U N D - U P

Oman beat Canada 
by nine wickets

Times News Service 

MUSCAT:  Unbeaten half-cen-
turies by Kashyap Prajapati and 
skipper Zeeshan Maqsood pow-
ered hosts Oman to a nine-wicket 
win over Canada in the Group 
A match of the ICC Men’s T20 
World Cup Qualifi er A, supported 
by Dream 11, at the Oman Acad-
emy ground in Al Amerat on Sat-
urday. In the second game of the 
morning session, Nepal strolled 
to a 136-run win over Philippines 
to top the group with four points 
after their back-to-back victo-
ries. Canada and Oman have two 
points each now.

Oman’s win helped them 
bounce back to keep their hopes 
alive for a spot in the semi-fi nals. 
The top-two teams in each group 
will advance to the knockout 
round. Chasing a target of 156 

to win, hosts lost opening batter 
Jatinder Singh in the fi fth over 
with the total at 30.

Maqsood joined Prajapati in 
the middle and the pair exhibited 
some fi ne strokes all around the 
park. The duo took the attack to 
the bowlers to share a 129-run 
unbroken partnership to secure a 
comfortable win with 12 balls to 
spare. Prajapati was unbeaten for 
74 off  56 balls.

His knock was studded with 
fi ve boundaries and four sixes. 
Maqsood displayed more attack-
ing intent to race to his 76 off  
just 44 balls, with six boundaries 
and fi ve maximums. Jatinderpal 
Matharu’s second over cost him 
19 runs as Maqsood hammered 
three fours and a six.

Along with Prajapati, the skip-
per continued the attack as they 

smashed the bowling attack for a 
total of 47 runs in just three overs 
to wrap up the win. Rayyan Pa-
than and Matharu went for plenty 
in their spell as they gave away 24 
and 23 runs respectively in their 
two-over spells.

Earlier, Ravinderpal Singh an-
chored Canada’s innings with 
a partnership with Saad Zafar 
to guide the team to 83 before 
Maqsood broke the stand.

Canadian opening pair Rayyan 
Pathan and Matthew Spoors – got 
off  to a bright start. Pathan was 
in fi ne form as he found the early 
boundaries in the Power play but 
was run out in the fi fth over for 26 
that included four boundaries.

Matthew Spoors, who made 
century on his T20I debut on 
Friday, followed his partner in 
the pavilion soon as Kaleemullah 

came up with a splendid wicket-
maiden sixth over. Canadian skip-
per Navneet Dhaliwal departed in 
the next over to leave the side at 
43-3. Singh and Zafar revived the 
innings with a 42-run stand.

Oman bowlers restricted their 
opponents to a 62-3 at the halfway 
mark. Hamza Tariq and Singh 
gradually accelerated the run-rate 
as they took 12 off  Syed Aamir 
Kaleem’s 14th over. Singh fi nally 
fell in the 17th over caught bril-
liantly by Prajapati off  Bilal Khan.

Dilllon Heylinger struck some 
hits in the death overs, blasting a 
six and two successive boundaries 
in the 18th over to stay unbeaten 
on 21 off  ten balls. Tariq ended 
Canada’s innings with a six to help 
the team’s total of 155 for six.

Navneet Dhaliwal, Captain 
Canada said, “Catches win 
matches is an age-old saying. 
We dropped some big catches, of 
their opener [Kashyap Prajapati]. 
If we had taken those chances, 
the match could have gone diff er-
ently. We only have ourselves to 
blame. I think Oman bowled re-
ally well, so credit goes to them. 
But we were quite happy with the 
total we put up.”

Ahead of their must-win match 
against Nepal on Monday, Dhali-
wal said: “We know it is a big 
game. The good thing is we are not 
out of the tournament yet so we 
will try our best.”

Oman’s win helped 

them bounce back 

to keep their hopes 

alive for a spot in the 

semi-fi nals

India become second team after 

Pakistan to secure 100 T20Is win
KOLKATA: Rohit Sharma-led 
India on Friday became the sec-
ond team to win 100 T20Is.

India achieved the feat after 
defeating West Indies by 8 runs 
in the second T20I of the three-
match series here at the Eden 
Gardens, Kolkata. Apart from In-
dia, Pakistan is the only team to 
have won more than 100 T20Is. 
Pakistan has so far won 118 T20Is. 
Rohit Sharma is yet to lose a sin-
gle game after becoming India’s 
full-time captain.

India has won all eight games so 

far under the captaincy of Rohit.
Virat Kohli and Rishabh Pant’s 

quality knocks were backed up by 
a spirited bowling performance at 
the death by Bhuvneshwar Kumar 
and Harshal Patel as India defeat-
ed West Indies by eight runs in the 
second T20I. In the penultimate 
over, Bhuvneshwar conceded just 
four runs and it swung the match 
in the hosts’ favour.

Earlier, Kohli played a 52-run 
knock as India posted 186/5 
against West Indies in the allot-
ted twenty overs. Rishabh Pant 

(52*) and Venkatesh Iyer (33) also 
contributed with the bat as India 
posted a score of more than the 
180-run mark. Pant and Iyer had 
formed a 76-run stand for the fi fth 
wicket.

In the fi nal six overs, India man-
aged to add 76 more runs to their 
total, taking the score past the 
180-run mark.

With this win, India has gained 
an unassailable 2-0 lead in the 
three-match series and the fi nal 
T20I will now be played on Sun-
day at the Eden Gardens. ANI

C R I C K E T
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FOREX RESERVES DECLINES
India’s foreign exchange (forex) reserves 
declined by $1.763 billion to $630.19 
billion in the week ended February 11 
due to a sharp drop in the value of foreign 
currency assets, the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) data showed.

GLOBAL TRADE UP IN 2021
All major trading economies saw imports 
and exports rise above pre-pandemic 
levels in the fourth quarter of 2021, 
with trade in goods increasing more 
strongly in the developing world than in 
developed countries.

eduroam service activated 

at 32 locations in Oman

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oman Research and 
Education Network (Omren) of 
the Ministry of Higher Education, 
Research and Innovation (Mo-
HERI) has activated eduroam 
at 32 locations in the Sultanate 
distributed among universities, 
colleges and research centres to 
enable researchers, academics, 
and students to stay connected 
through wireless internet when 
moving between institutions in 
Oman or abroad.

eduroam is an innovative Wi-Fi 
internet access roaming service 
that allows users to have easy and 
secure access to wireless internet 

in research and education institu-
tions within the Sultanate of Oman 
and abroad by using the same 
username and password provided 
by the institution and without the 
need for any additional settings.

With the activation of eduroam 
in Oman, statistics indicated that 
the service has been used 502,542 
times in 2021 by students and 
researchers connected to the 
service. The service has been de-
veloped by the global research 
community and is available only 
for students, researchers and aca-
demics affi  liated with offi  cial re-
search networks such as Omren, 
which is the offi  cial network in 
Oman and the authorised organi-

sation to provide this innovative 
service in the country through 
Omren Federation.

Omren aims to enable eduroam 
in public areas for the benefi t of 
the research community with the 
support of strategic partners and 
authorities concerned. 

Oman Research and Education 
Network (Omren) is a central part 
of a sustainable infrastructure 
that contributes to the emergence 
of an eff ective national innova-
tion ecosystem. It provides the re-
search and education community 
in the Sultanate of Oman with a 
common network and collabora-
tion infrastructure adapted to 
their needs.

W I R E L E S S  I N T E R N E T

INNOVATIVE ROAMING SERVICE: eduroam is an innovative Wi-Fi internet access roaming service 

that allows users to have easy and secure access to wireless internet in research and education 

institutions within the Sultanate of Oman and abroad by using the same username and password 

provided by the institution and without the need for any additional settings. – Supplied picture

Air travel momentum builds 
as restrictions are lifted: IATA

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The International Air 
Transport Association (IATA) 
released data showing growing 
momentum in the recovery of air 
travel as restrictions are lifted.

IATA reported a sharp 11-per-
centage point increase for interna-
tional tickets sold in recent weeks 
(in proportion to 2019 sales).

In the period around February 8 
(7-day moving average) the num-
ber of tickets sold stood at 49 per 
cent of the same period in 2019.

In the period around January 25 
(7-day moving average) the num-
ber of tickets sold stood at 38 per 
cent of the same period in 2019.

The 11-percentage point im-
provement between the January 
and February periods is the fastest 
such increase for any two weeks 

since the crisis began.
The jump in ticket sales comes 

as more governments announce 
a relaxation of COVID-19 border 
restrictions. An IATA survey of 
travel restrictions for the world’s 
top 50 air travel markets (com-
prising nearly 92 per cent of global 
demand in 2019 as measured by 
revenue passenger kilometres) 
revealed the growing access avail-
able to vaccinated travellers.

Around 18 markets (comprising 
about 20 per cent of 2019 demand) 
are open to vaccinated travellers 
without quarantine or pre-depar-
ture testing requirements.

Nearly 28 markets are open 
to vaccinated travellers without 
quarantine requirements (includ-
ing the 18 markets noted above). 
This comprises about 50 per cent 
of 2019 demand.

About 37 markets (comprising 

about 60 per cent of 2019 demand) 
are open to vaccinated travellers 
under varying conditions (18 hav-
ing no restrictions, others requiring 
testing or quarantine or both).These 
numbers refl ect a spate of relaxa-
tion announced around the world, 
including in Australia, France, the 
Philippines, the UK, Switzerland, 
and Sweden among them.

“Momentum toward normalis-
ing traffi  c is growing. Vaccinated 
travellers have the potential to 
travel much more extensively 
with fewer hassles than even a few 
weeks ago. This is giving growing 
numbers of travellers the confi -
dence to buy tickets. And that is 
good news! Now we need to fur-
ther accelerate the removal of 
travel restrictions,” said Willie 
Walsh, IATA’s Director-General.

“While recent progress is im-
pressive, the world remains far 
from 2019 levels of connectivity. 
Thirteen of the top 50 travel mar-
kets still do not provide easy ac-
cess to all vaccinated travellers. 
That includes major economies 
like China, Japan, Russia, Indone-
sia, and Italy,” he added.

IATA continues to call for re-

moving all travel barriers (in-
cluding quarantine and testing) 
for those fully vaccinated with a 
WHO-approved vaccine.

It also seeks to enable quar-
antine-free travel for non-vacci-
nated travellers with a negative 
pre-departure antigen test result 
and remove travel bans, and, ac-
celerate the easing of travel re-
strictions in recognition that 
travellers pose no greater risk for 
COVID-19 spread than already 
exists in the general population.

“Travel restrictions have had 
a severe impact on people and 
economies. They have not, how-
ever, stopped the spread of the vi-
rus. And it is time for their removal 
as we learn to live and travel in a 
world that will have risks of COV-
ID-19 for the foreseeable future.”

“This means putting a stop to 
the singling out of the travelling 
population for special meas-
ures. In nearly all cases, travel-
lers don’t bring any more risk to 
a market that is already there. 
Many governments have recog-
nised this already and removed 
restrictions. Many more need to 
follow,” he added.

Relaxations have 

been announced 

around the world 

by countries like 

Australia, France,

the Philippines, the 

UK, Switzerland,

and Sweden
SHARP INCREASE: IATA reported a sharp 11-percentage point increase for international tickets sold in 

recent weeks (in proportion to 2019 sales). – File photo

Airbus posts record profi t of $4.8bn
PARIS: Airbus reported a record 
€4.2 billion ($4.8 billion) profi t in 
2021 despite the coronavirus pan-
demic. The high earnings were due 
to the higher number of aircraft 
deliveries, good performance of the 
company’s helicopter, defence and 
space subdivisions, as well as cost-
cutting measures, said Airbus CEO 
Guillaume Faury.

Last year “was a year of transition, 
where our attention shifted from 
navigating the pandemic towards 
recovery and growth,” he said.

“Thanks to the resilience and ef-
forts of our teams, customers and 
suppliers, we delivered remark-
able full-year results.”

The 2021 earnings mark a 
strong comeback for the European 
aeroplane producer, which report-
ed losses of €1.36 billion in 2019 
and €1.1 billion in 2020.

2019 losses were due to the 
company paying out billions in 

fi nes over bribery investigations in 
the US, the UK, and France. Then, 
2020 brought unprecedented dis-
ruption to the aeroplane industry 
as the coronavirus halted travel 
across the world. Airbus respond-
ed to the pandemic by cutting 

around 10,000 jobs.
The company delivered 611 

commercial aircraft in 2021, com-
pared to 566 the year before.

On Thursday, Airbus said it was 
ramping up production and hop-
ing to reach 720 deliveries in 2022. 
It also stated an aim to recruit 
around 6,000 workers this year. 
This “assumes no further disrup-
tions to the world economy, air 
traffi  c, the company’s internal op-
erations, and its ability to deliver 
products and services,” according 
to a statement.

Airbus shareholders will now 
be off ered dividends of €1.50 per 
share, the company said. -DW

H I G H  E A R N I N G S

Travel on US roads up 11.2 

per cent in December 2021

WASHINGTON: US drivers are 
back on the road in force.

According to Reuters, travel on 
US roads rose 11.2 per cent in De-
cember 2021 compared with De-
cember 2020, the second straight 
month that driving surpassed 
pre-COVID-19 levels, the US De-
partment of Transportation said 
on Friday.

The fi gures refl ect more Amer-
icans travelling for leisure, more 
returning to offi  ces and rising de-
liveries on US roads, experts said.

US driving also rose 11.2 per 
cent for all of 2021, to 3.23 trillion 

vehicle miles, up from the 2020s 
2.9 trillion. That was the lowest 
yearly total since 2003 as COVID 
shutdowns drastically reduced 
road use.

For all of 2021, drivers drove 
325 billion more miles than they 
did in 2020. Overall 2021 driv-
ing was just 1 per cent lower than 
2019’s 3.26 trillion miles.

The Transportation Depart-
ment said drivers logged 268.4 
billion vehicle miles in Decem-
ber 2021, up 26.9 billion vehicle 
miles from the same month in 
2020. -BNA

U S  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N
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Global trade hits record high of 
$28.5 trillion in 2021: UNCTAD

GENEVA: All major trading econ-
omies saw imports and exports 
rise above pre-pandemic levels in 
the fourth quarter of 2021, with 
trade in goods increasing more 
strongly in the developing world 
than in developed countries.

UNCTAD’s Global Trade Up-
date published on February 17 
shows that in 2021, world trade in 
goods remained strong and trade 
in services fi nally returned to its 
pre-COVID-19 levels.

“Overall, the value of global 

trade reached a record level of 
$28.5 trillion in 2021,” the report 
says. That’s an increase of 25 per 
cent in 2020 and 13 per cent higher 
compared to 2019 before the COV-
ID-19 pandemic struck.

While most global trade growth 
took place during the fi rst half of 
2021, progress continued in the 
year’s second half.

After a relatively slow third 
quarter, trade growth picked up 
again in the fourth quarter, when 
trade in goods increased by almost 

$200 billion, achieving a new re-
cord of $5.8 trillion. Meanwhile, 
trade in services rose by $50 bil-
lion to reach $1.6 trillion, just 
above pre-pandemic levels.

The report shows that in the 
fourth quarter of 2021, all major 
trading economies saw imports 
and exports rise well above pre-
pandemic levels in 2019.

But trade in goods increased 
more strongly in the developing 
world than in developed countries.

Exports of developing countries 

were about 30 per cent higher than 
during the same period in 2020, 
compared with 15 per cent for 
wealthier nations.

The growth was higher in com-
modity-exporting regions, as com-
modity prices increased. Moreo-
ver, South-South trade growth was 
above the global average, with a 32 
per cent year-on-year increase.

Except for transport equipment, 
all economic sectors saw a sub-
stantial year-over-year increase in 
the value of their trade during the 

fi nal quarter of 2021.
“High fuel prices are behind 

the strong increase in the value 
of trade of the energy sector,” the 
report says, “Trade growth was 
also above average for metals and 
chemicals.”

As a result of the global shortage 
of semiconductors, trade growth 
in communication equipment, 
road vehicles and precision instru-
ments was subdued.

The UNCTAD report indicates 
that trade growth will slow during 
the fi rst quarter of 2022. Positive 
growth rates are expected for both 
trade in goods and services, al-
beit only marginally, keeping trade 
values at levels similar to the last 
three months of 2021.

“The positive trend for inter-
national trade in 2021 was largely 
the result of increases in commod-
ity prices, subsiding pandemic 
restrictions and a strong recovery 
in demand due to economic stimu-
lus packages,” the report says. “As 
these trends are likely to abate, 
international trade trends are ex-
pected to normalize during 2022.”

Trade growth in 2022 is likely to 
be lower than expected, given the 
macroeconomic trends.

The International Monetary 
Fund has revised its world eco-

nomic growth forecast downwards 
by 0.5 points, the report notes, con-
sidering persistent infl ation in the 
United States and concerns relat-
ed to China’s real estate sector.

It also points to ongoing logistic 
disruptions and rising energy pric-
es, saying that “eff orts to shorten 
supply chains and to diversify sup-
pliers could aff ect global trade pat-
terns during 2022.”

On trade fl ows, the report pro-
jects the trend of regionalisation 
to increase because of various 
trade agreements and regional 
initiatives, as well as “increasing 
reliance of geographically closer 
suppliers.”

Moreover, trade patterns in 
2022 are expected to refl ect the 
increasing global demand for envi-
ronmentally sustainable products.

The report also fl ags the re-
cord levels of global debt, warning 
that concerns over debt sustain-
ability are likely to intensify due to 
mounting infl ationary pressures.

“A signifi cant tightening of fi -
nancial conditions would heighten 
pressure on the most highly in-
debted governments, amplifying 
vulnerabilities and negatively af-
fecting investments and interna-
tional trade fl ows,” the report cau-
tions. -WAM

UNCTAD’s Global 

Trade Update shows 

that in 2021, world 

trade in goods 

remained strong and 

trade in services 

fi nally returned to its 

pre-COVID-19 levels TRADE GROWTH: While most global trade growth took place during the fi rst half of 2021, progress 

continued in the year’s second half. – Photo used for illustrative purpose only

India’s forex reserves drop by 

$1.76 billion to $630.19 billion
MUMBAI: India’s foreign ex-
change (forex) reserves declined 
by $1.763 billion to $630.19 billion 
in the week ended February 11 due 
to a sharp drop in the value of for-
eign currency assets, the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) data showed.

The foreign currency assets, 
which is the biggest component 

of the forex reserves, slumped by 
$2.764 billion to $565.565 billion 
during the week under review, ac-
cording to the RBI’s weekly statis-
tical supplement.

Expressed in US dollar terms, 
the foreign currency assets in-
clude the eff ect of appreciation 
or depreciation of non-dollar 

currencies like Euro, UK’s Pound 
Sterling and Japanese Yen held in 
the foreign exchange reserves.

India’s reserve position in the 
IMF dropped by $16 million to 
$5.217 billion.

However, there was a sharp 
increase in the value of gold re-
serves and SDRs. -ANI

R B I  D A T A

Credit Suisse 

aims for 2022 

profi t, wants to 

go it alone

ZURICH: Credit Suisse aims 
to make a profi t this year, Chief 
Executive Thomas Gottstein 
told Swiss newspaper Finanz 
und Wirtschaft in an interview 
published on Friday.

“We expect a profi t in 2022. 
But uncertainty factors such as 
Russia, China, infl ation and the 
interest rate environment are 
diffi  cult to assess,” he said.

Switzerland’s second-big-
gest bank has been plagued by 
scandal and last week reported 
a $2.2 billion quarterly loss. It 
said 2022 earnings would be 
weighed down by restructuring 
and compensation costs, Reu-
ters reported.

Gottstein said he was con-
vinced the bank’s strategy of 
focusing even more on wealth 
management would pay off  in 
the long run.

Asked about his relations 
with new Chairman Axel Leh-
mann, Gottstein said they were 
good. “We agree 100 per cent 
on strategic issues and are con-
centrating on implementing the 
new strategy,” he said.

Addressing speculation that a 
plunge in the bank’s stock price 
had left Credit Suisse exposed 
to a takeover, Gottstein said he 
believed the group was substan-
tially undervalued. -BNA

I N V E S T M E N T  B A N K I N G
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SMARTPHONE APP USE
MAY REVEAL YOUR IDENTITY

A
ccording to research-
ers, the time a person 
spends on diff erent 
smartphone apps is 
enough to identify 
them from a larger 
group in more than 

one in three cases.
The fi ndings of the study were 

published in the journal ‘Psycho-
logical Science’.

Psychologists Dr Heather 
Shaw, Professor Paul Taylor and 
Professor Stacey Conchie from 
Lancaster University, and Dr Da-
vid Ellis from the University of 
Bath analysed smartphone data 
from 780 people.

They fed 4,680 days of app us-
age data into statistical models. 
Each of these days was paired 
with one of the 780 users, such 
that the models learnt people’s 
daily app use patterns.

The researchers then tested 
whether models could identify an 
individual when provided with 
only a single day of smartphone 
activity that was anonymous and 
not yet paired with a user.

 Dr Ellis from the University 

of Bath said, “Our models, which 
were trained on only six days of 
app usage data per person, could 
identify the correct person from 
a day of anonymous data one-
third of the time.”

That might not sound like 
much, but when the models made 
a prediction regarding who data 
belonged to, it could also pro-
vide a list of the most to the least 
likely candidates. It was possible 
to view the top 10 most likely in-
dividuals that a specifi c day of 
data belonged to. Around 75 per 
cent of the time, the correct user 
would be among the top 10 most 
likely candidates.

Professor Taylor from Lan-
caster University added, “In 
practical terms, a law enforce-
ment investigation seeking to 
identify a criminal’s new phone 
from knowledge of their historic 
phone use could reduce a candi-
date pool of approximately 1,000 
phones to 10 phones, with a 25 
per cent risk of missing them.”

Consequently, the research-
ers warn that software granted 
access to a smartphone’s stand-

ard activity logging could ren-
der a reasonable prediction 
about a user’s identity even 
when they were logged out of 
their account. Identifi cation is 
possible with no monitoring of 
conversations or behaviours 
within apps themselves.

Dr Shaw from Lancaster Uni-
versity said, “We found that peo-
ple exhibited consistent patterns 
in their application usage behav-
iours on a day-to-day basis, such 
as using Facebook the most and 
the calculator app the least. In 
support of this, we also showed 
that two days of smartphone data 
from the same person exhibited 
greater similarity in-app usage 
patterns than two days of data 
from diff erent people.”

Therefore, it is important to 
acknowledge that app usage 
data alone, which is often col-
lected by a smartphone auto-
matically, can potentially reveal 
a person’s identity.

While providing new opportu-
nities for law enforcement, it also 
poses risks to privacy if this type 
of data is misused. – ANI

It is important to 

acknowledge that 

app usage data 

alone, which is often 

collected by a smart-

phone automatically, 

can potentially reveal a 

person’s identity.
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THE constant din of cities is bad for our health. That’s one 
conclusion of a UN report published on Thursday.  

People across the globe from Barcelona and Cario to 
New York are at risk of high blood pressure, diabetes and heart 
disease thanks to the constant roar of traffi  c, construction sites 
and other sources of noise pollution, according to the UN envi-
ronment programme. 

In Europe alone, loud and constant noise is responsible for 
48,000 cases of heart disease and the premature death of some 
12,000 people a year.  

In the animal world, birds are among the worst aff ected by the 
problem. Zebra fi nches, tree sparrows and tits are singing louder 
or adjusting their frequency so they can communicate with each 
other over the clamor. But that’s resulting in more frequent mis-
understandings between birds and can damage the chances of 
males fi nding a mating partner. Their new songs are not always 
well received.  

Planting more trees and shrubbery in cities could help, 
according to the report’s authors. Plants would disperse 
and soften the noise, while also improving the climate 
and urban landscape. A line of trees growing behind a 
noise barrier wall, for instance, can reduce noise levels by 
around 12 decibels.  

Traffi  c noise could also be reduced by expanding cycleways 
and reducing car lanes. Creating green zones in cities would pro-
mote quieter electric vehicles and improve air quality.   

Migratory birds are no longer fl ying south in the winter, plants 
are blooming much earlier, and birds are building nests for their 
young earlier when there are not enough insects around to 
feed them.  

Climate change is not just increasing global average tempera-
tures, it’s also disrupting life cycles established over thousands 
of years. These changes are aff ecting all kinds of habitats from 
mountain areas and coastal regions to forests and grasslands.  

Animal and plant species cannot adapt at the speed at which 
the planet is warming, increasing the risk that entire ecosystems 
on land and in the ocean could collapse with unforeseen conse-
quences for humanity.   

To slow the pace of climate change, we must drastically 
and quickly cut emissions. But to deal with changes to 
life cycles, the researchers say it’s essential to actively 
protect species, restore ecosystems and connect habi-
tats by creating wildlife corridors. This is the only way 
to ensure that species’ gene pools remain intact and that 
they have the chance to adapt to new conditions through 
natural selection.  
Fighting fi re with fi re  
Wildfi res are a natural part of many environments but longer 
and more extreme heatwaves and droughts are prolonging fi re 
seasons and increasing the probability of fi res breaking out.  

Fires destroyed huge swathes of forest from California and Si-
beria to Turkey and Australia last year. Those fi res also released 
enormous amounts of pollutants such as soot, particulate mat-
ter and greenhouse gases, signifi cantly worsening air quality in 
nearby cities. Wildfi res can also cause water pollution, marine 
eutrophication and loss of biodiversity. 

According to the authors of the UN report, some pre-
cautionary measures could help ameliorate wildfi res and 
their consequences. Better cooperation between neigh-
boring regions, satellite monitoring, lightning detection, 
improved early warning systems and fi refi ghting capac-
ity could all help.  

Experts also recommend using traditional methods of fi ght-
ing fi re with fi re. Controlled burning of forest or bush creates a 
barrier to an oncoming forest fi re as it will use up all the avail-
able fuel. Fires can have benefi ts in certain ecosystems, as 
some fl owers and plants only grow when their seeds are heated 
through burning.   — DW

workable 
solutions to 

environmental 
problems

Shifting seasons, burning 

forests and cities so loud they’re 

making us sick and harming 

birds. The report looks at three 

environmental problems and how 

they can be solved. 
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HEAVY 
SNOWFALL 
HITS GREATER 
TORONTO 
AREA, CANADA

The city of Toronto and surround-
ing areas got a heavy snowfall from 
Thursday afternoon to Friday 
morning. Photo by Zou Zheng/Xinhua
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Foton wins Oman’s Most Trusted 
Brand Award in trucks category

MUSCAT: Foton Oman, repre-
sented by Gulf Great Sands, has 
been bestowed with prestigious 
Oman’s Most Trusted Brand 
Award at a ceremony held at Al 
Bustan Palace, a Ritz-Carlton Ho-
tel in the ‘trucks category’ in the 
automobile sector. 

Oman’s Most Trusted Brand 
Award is a distinctive recognition 
for brands that have maintained 
the highest standards of product 
integrity and brand development.

The awards are based on the 
results of a month-long extensive 
survey that was open to the gen-
eral public for voting and is pre-
sented to the most trusted brands 
in the country by Apex Media. The 
event that annually recognises a 
spectrum of top brands in Oman is 
in its fi fth year now. It is not just a 
commendation ceremony for mar-
ket leaders, but also an affi  rmation 
of the consumers’ choice, which 

has year after year rallied around 
the leading brands

Foton strives to provide global 
automotive markets with high 
quality, aff ordable vehicles pow-
ered by sourcing the best of cur-
rent as well as emerging technolo-
gies. Formidable joint ventures 
with globally reputed manufactur-
ers and major component brands, 
have enabled Foton to include 
sustainable engineering, advanced 
systems and state-of-the-art tech-
nology into every Foton vehicle.

A spokesperson for GGS said, 

“We are delighted we have won 
the award in the trucks category. 
Earning recognition from custom-
ers that determine this honour 
is a validation of our world-class 
trucks including Foton Aumark 
(Light Duty Truck) and Foton 
Auman (Medium & Heavy Duty 
Truck) available in Oman. The 
new generation trucks developed 
by Foton Motor has designs inte-
grated as per European standards 
and meet all market demands. 
With its stunning appearance, el-
evated structure, intelligence, safe, 

and top technical specifi cations, 
our trucks provide us with an ex-
cellent driving experience.”

Light duty truck 
Foton Aumark’s Light Duty Truck 
embodies everything the brand 
Foton stands for – amazing design, 
advanced technology and empow-
ering performance. Foton strives 
to provide global automotive mar-
kets with high quality, aff ordable 
vehicles powered by sourcing the 
best of current as well as emerg-
ing technologies. Formidable joint 

ventures with globally-reputed 
manufacturers and major compo-
nent brands, have enabled Foton 
to include sustainable engineer-
ing, advanced systems and state-
of-the-art technology into every 
Foton vehicle popular Light Duty 
Truck is powered by legendary 
Cummins 3.8L turbo diesel engine, 
ZF Transmission and DANA Axles 
are known for its excellent fuel 
economy, safety, and top-quality 
performance in the construction 
and cargo industry.  The Foton 
Aumark – Light Duty Truck cou-
pled with Cummins Engine and  
ZF (6-speed) manual transmis-
sion GVW (gross vehicle weight) 
of 6500 kg (3Tonn)the Light Duty 
Truck has many features including 
cruise control, low engine noise, 
reversing sensor, remote control 
central door-locking, ABS+EBD, 
air with exhaust brakes, power 
windows among others. 

Medium duty truck
Foton Auman Medium Duty Truck 
is known for its legendary perfor-
mance, reliability and durability. 
The Auman EST-M is powered by 
the latest generation Cummins 
ISDe 245 30 engine, which pro-
vides 245 hp@ 2500 rpm and 
950Nm of torque. Turbocharged 
and intercooled, this engine pro-
vides the Auman with a premium 
powertrain which is generally not 
normally found on medium-duty 
trucks. It has an eight-speed man-
ual transmission, provides better 
drive and fuel economy.

Foton Auman Medium Duty 
Truck boasts a 6.7-litre engine 
with 245 horsepower. Its Cum-
mins engine features high burst 
pressure and strong power, with 
the maximum power output at 

210ps and the power per litre in 
excess of 34kW/L. This 1,000,000 
km overhaul-free engine is manu-
factured strictly in accordance 
with the Cummins global quality 
system and manufacturing stand-
ard and passed the 2,000,000 km 
stringent road reliability and du-
rability test. The vehicle took the 
lead to pass the stringent German 
DEKRA test, with the accumula-
tive test mileage.

Heavy-duty truck
Foton Auman EST-A Flagship 
Heavy Duty Truck for long-haul 
transport and high-end logistics is 
jointly developed by Foton, BFDA 
and Cumminson for 4 years eff orts 
in Europe and 10 million kilometre 
road test.

Foton Auman EST- A is 
equipped with Cummins 11.8 
Litre Engine (430hp) with high 
displacement and high torque 
at low speed ( Max. Torque 
2200Nm/1000-1300 rpm)coupled 
with ZF AMT  i.e 12 speed- Au-
tomated Manual Transmission 
and low-speed ratio rear axle are 
matched perfectly to improve the 
drive effi  ciency. The Gross Vehi-
cle Weight of the Auman truck is 
18,000 kg and it is currently im-
ported with a 4x2 driving system. 
The all-new platform is built with 
European leading technologies 
which are environment friendly. 
Foton Auman heavy-duty trucks 
are manufactured via joint eff orts 
with Daimler - Foton accordance 
with German R&D standards. The 
Chassis with an all-new platform 
and optimized structure widely 
adopt new materials and technolo-
gies to reduce the dead weight and 
save more fuel based on European 
safety criteria.

Foton strives to 

provide global 

automotive markets 

with high quality, 

aff ordable vehicles 

powered by sourcing 

the best of current 

as well as emerging 

technologies

2022 ultra-slim 2-in-1 

laptop Huawei MateBook 

E now available for 

pre-order in Oman

MUSCAT: Huawei Consumer 
Business Group (BG) announced 
the launch of the new Huawei 
MateBook E, the fi rst Huawei ul-
tra-slim 2-in-1 laptop, featuring 
a new design and the fi rst-ever 
Huawei OLED Real Colour Full-
View Display in a laptop. 

The new Huawei MateBook E 
is specifi cally designed for con-
sumers who wish to stay produc-
tive on the go. It is also the perfect 
3 screens-in-1 laptop because it 
depicts the complete experience 
of PC, tablet and smartphone in 
one device. Featuring a versatile 
hybrid design, smart interaction 
features, pro-grade performance 
and outstanding Super Device 
capabilities, the new Huawei 
MateBook E is a powerful mobile 
productivity tool that combines 
the advantages of traditional lap-
tops and tablets.

The new Huawei MateBook E 
will be available in Nebula Gray 
at a starting price of 464.9 OMR 
with pre-order in Oman start-
ing from 17th February including 
gifts worth 109.6 OMR – Huawei 
FreeBuds Pro,  Huawei AF30 
Bluetooth Mouse, Huawei Dock 2. 

Technological advancements 
have enabled hybrid working 
and it is quickly gaining popular-
ity, that’s why Huawei designed 
the Huawei MateBookE, its new 
ultra slim 2 in 1 laptop and an ul-
tra-portable laptop to better em-
power consumers as they adopt 
to this new lifestyle.

It is specifi cally designed for 
those who wish to stay produc-
tive on the go, and the perfect 3 
screens-in-1 laptop because it 
depicts the complete experience 
of PC, tablet and smartphone in 
one device.

The new Huawei MateBook E 
is a lightweight and portable lap-
top featuring a pure and simple 
design. It weighs only about 709g 
and measures just 7.99mm thick. 
The rounded edges along the sides 
provide a modern aesthetic while 
also off ering a comfortable grip

Huawei MateBook E is the fi rst 
Huawei’s laptop equipped with the 
Windows 11 operating system. The 
new Windows 11 brings new expe-
riences, providing the 2-in-1 lap-
tops with a simpler user interface, 
more responsive touch control, 
richer touch screen gestures and a 
new touch-screen virtual keyboard 
experience which greatly improve 
the experience of the 2-in-1 laptop 
form and tablet form.

I N N O V A T I V E

Nissan’s pick up and drop off  facility for 

service appointment enjoys popularity
MUSCAT: Nissan Oman, from the 
house of Suhail Bahwan Automo-
biles (SBA)’s pick-up and drop-off  
service for customers with prior 
service appointments has found 
many takers.

The facility which is available 
in the capital area needs to be pre-
booked at a nominal fee via Nis-
san Oman Toll-free (80050011), 
Nissan Oman website (www.
nissanoman.com), sending SMS 
<BOOK> to 99825454, writing 
email on appointment@sbigh.com 
or by WhatsApp on 97692689.

A senior offi  cial of Nissan Oman, 
from the house of Suhail Bahwan 
Automobiles (SBA), said, “We are 
continuously engaging with cus-
tomers on enhancing their experi-
ence. This off ering is aligned with 
customer feedback and our eff orts 
to make a diff erence in the own-
ership experience. This service 

provides our service customers 
with the comfort that they can get 
necessary vehicle work complet-
ed without stepping out. It helps 
customers follow the COVID-19 
safety protocols. As you all know 
Nissan Oman’s Qurum showroom 
has received the ‘Nissan Safe & 

Clean’ certifi cation from Nissan 
Middle East FZE (NMEF) for 
complying with the sales and ser-
vice protocols established as per 
the programme. We will follow all 
related protocols while servicing a 
customer’s vehicle.”

He added, “When they opt for 

this service, customers do not have 
to take time off  work or adjust their 
plans. Their car will be picked up 
from their home or place of work, 
removing the inconvenience of 
delivering it to a service centre. 
Nissan Oman will take care of eve-
rything related to the car includ-
ing servicing, repairs, tyres, wheel 
alignments and all services under 
manufacturer’s warranty.”

Every customer purchasing a 
Nissan vehicle can be assured of 
Nissan’s top class after-sales ser-
vice, which guarantees the advan-
tage of well-trained experts. 

The customers can be assured 
that Nissan always uses only genu-
ine replacement parts. Customers 
can expect consistency and sup-
port during after-sales service, 
which ascertains Nissan’s per-
formance and resale value in the 
years to come.

C U S T O M E R  S E R V I C E

College of Pharmacy, HMC Qatar sign MoU
MUSCAT: College of Pharmacy 
at the National University of Sci-
ence and Technology signed a 
memorandum of understanding 
with Hamad Medical Corporation 
(HMC), the State of Qatar on Feb-
ruary 16. 

The MoU included diff erent 
fi elds of collaboration between the 
two parties such as National Uni-
versity College of Pharmacy stu-
dents’ training at HMC in hospital 
pharmacy/clinical pharmacy under 
the supervision of HMC precep-
tors. The MoU also included col-

laboration in the areas of faculty/
scholars/students exchange, col-
laborative research projects; and 
conducting professional develop-
ment programmes, conferences, 
workshops and scientifi c symposia. 

Such a relationship is an exam-
ple of collaboration between aca-
demia and health institutions be-
tween the two countries to develop 
and enhance the quality of College 
of Pharmacy graduates and equip 
them with the knowledge and 
skills that will prepare them for 
the job market.

C O L L A B O R A T I O N



https://en.nissanoman.com/services/book-a-test-drive.html?utm_source=WhatsApp&cid=pap_PatrolAltimaNissanWhatsApp_SBA_Awareness_TimesOfOman_WhatsAppPDF


https://bookings.dhofarautomotive.com/en/online-enquiry


https://download.thawani.om/
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