


our correspondent

Muscat

The sultanate celebrated Omani

Youth Day on Monday under

the patronage of Sayyid

Theyazin bin Haitham bin Tarik

al Said, Minister of Culture,

Sports and Youth. The occasion

also marked the launch of the

Youth Proficiency Award which

was presented to 21 young

Omani men and women, hon-

ouring them for outstanding

work in their respective fields. 

In his speech, Sayyid

Theyazin said, “On this day, we

are pleased to extend our sin-

cere congratulations to Omani

youth, firmly believing in their

vital role in continuing the build-

ing process of the sultanate’s re-

newed renaissance.”

He added, “The sultanate has

paid great attention to the youth

since the beginning of the

Blessed renaissance, and has

harnessed their capabilities

which enabled them to fulfil

their responsibilities in advanc-

ing the process of progress and

development and continue the

achievements to reach their

goals and aspirations.”

He noted that Omani youth

have proved their high degree 

of national responsibility and

commitment to participate 

in the sultanate's renewed 

renaissance.

Sayyid Theyazin informed

that the royal Directives of 

His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin

Tarik lay emphasis on the youth

and continued care for them as

they are the nation’s wealth. 

“This emphasis has culmi-

nated in the establishment of

the Ministry of Culture, Sports

and Youth to be the umbrella

organisation that nourishes their

ambitions, creativity and 

aspirations in various fields.

Omani youth participated in

drafting the Oman Vision 2040,

and the government relies on

them for progress, growth and

prosperity.
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our correspondent

Muscat 

Electrical engineering student

Omar Abdullah Said al Maskari,

22, has designed smart gloves for

use by outdoor workers.

Sayyid Theyazin bin Haitham

bin Tarik al Said, Minister of Cul-

ture, Sports and Youth, presented

Maskari the Youth Proficiency

Award in the field of science on

the occasion of Omani Youth

Day celebrated on Monday.

Speaking to Muscat Daily,

Maskari, a student of Ibra College

of Technology, said he was proud

and honoured to receive the

award and that it will motivate

him to put more effort into his in-

novations.

“The idea for my project came

from an analysis of the Ministry

of Labour’s data, which showed

that the most common injuries

among outdoor workers are on

hands and fingers. The smart

gloves that I have made is an in-

telligent piece of protective gear

that will help workers,” Maskari

said. 

He informed that the device

predicts risks that may prevail at

the site of work and alerts about

high temperature and presence

of poisonous gas. 

It also allows the employer to

determine the location of the

worker for quick intervention.

With the gloves, employers

can follow employees’ heart and

health conditions. 

“There is an emergency but-

ton to report an accident. The

data on incidents/risks can be

easily analysed by employers 

and concerned  authorities,” he

said.

Explaining the concept further,

Maskari said that the main objec-

tive of the device is to establish a

link between workers, employers

and the authorities. 

Continued on Page 03

22 year old makes
smart gloves for
outdoor workers

Omar Abdullah al Maskari

We proudly congratulate Mazoon Dairy on completing its first anniversary.
We look forward to continue Strengthening our strategic partnership that benefits Oman. 

Fresh. Local. Delicious.

Youth are the wealth of a nation, an inexhaustible

resource and the arms that build it. theY are its present

and future. we will alwaYs listen to them, and sense their

needs, interests and aspirations which will definitelY be

accorded the attention that theY deserve

His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik’s speech on February 23, 2020

Omani youth 
participated in
drafting the Oman
Vision 2040, and
the government 
relies on them for
progress, growth
and prosperity

SAyyid TheyAziN 

biN hAiThAm Al SAid

Sayyid Theyazin awards 21
to mark Omani Youth Day

(ONA)



02     MUSCAT DAILY     TUESDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2020

NATION

Lulu opens latest branch
in Markaz al Bahja mall

Our Correspondent

Muscat

Lulu Hypermarket Oman opened

its latest branch at Markaz al

Bahja on Monday, as part of its

ongoing expansion strategy. 

The new store was officially

inaugurated by H E Dr Nasser

Rashid Abdullah al Mawali, Un-

dersecretary in the Ministry of

Economy, in the presence of

Wali of Seeb, Sheikh Ibrahim bin

Yahya al Rawahi, Lulu officials

and representatives from other

business communities.

The new hypermarket, which

is the 25th branch in Oman and

the 194th globally, occupies a 

selling space of 80,000sqft

spread over two levels in the

mall.

The hypermarket has been

designed using modern and in-

ternational standards with a fu-

turistic concept to provide cus-

tomers a complete shopping

experience. 

Wider aisles, multiple coun-

ters and ample parking facilities

are all added features for a

smarter and more efficient sys-

tem of shopping.

The new branch has separate

sections for fresh food, fruit, veg-

etables, dairy products, poultry,

meat and fish, as well as a hot

food and bakery section. There is

also a big area dedicated to a de-

partment store, which includes

garments, electronics, IT prod-

ucts, stationery and home appli-

ances. There is a wide range of

products to choose from a col-

lection of the latest electronics

and IT gadgets at affordable

prices.

Speaking after the inaugura-

tion, Ananth A V, director of Lulu

Hypermarkets Oman & India,

said, “Despite the retail industry

going through a rough patch due

to the current situation, Lulu re-

mains optimistic.” 

“The opening of the new store

demonstrates our resolve and

conviction to meet the emerging

challenges. We have set clear

strategies and procedures about

how we should operate, keeping

in mind and respecting the health

guidelines issued by the govern-

ment and local authorities. We

will do all we can to keep operat-

ing and serving our community in

the days ahead,” he added.

Shabeer K A, regional director

of Lulu Oman, remarked, “Lulu is

committed to offer the best

range of products available to

our customers. The new store

will give the local community ac-

cess to everyday essentials to

cater to diverse needs. Our over-

all mission is to make shopping a

satisfying and happy  experience

always.”

Lulu is working closely with

vendors to ensure that all shelves

are stocked up at all times. 

The group stated that it is also

closely monitoring and following

guidelines and instructions from

all authorities concerned. All the

stores have been installed with

automatic sanitiser stands for

staff and customers. 

Markaz al Bahja mall was de-

veloped in 2002 to give shop-

pers in Oman a mall of truly

international standards. The mall

boasts of global and well-known

local brands, which makes for an

unforgettable shopping experi-

ence for serious as well as fun

shoppers.

Our Correspondent

Muscat

The Ministry of Health (MoH)

on Monday confirmed 422 new

cases of the novel coronavirus

(COVID-19), taking the total 

to 113,353. 

The number of deaths 

reported during the same time

was 16.

The recovery numbers also in-

creased by 390. 

‘The number of recoveries has

increased to 99,668, while the

number of deaths has reached

1,190,’ an MoH statement said. 

As of Monday, a total of 439

patients were admitted in health

institutions, including 182 in

ICUs.

MoH calls upon all to adhere

to the isolation procedures by

staying in an isolated room with

an attached toilet and serving the

isolated person from outside the

room as instructed. It said that

social distancing also helps curb

the spread of the virus.  

MoH advises all citizens and

residents to continue washing

hands with water and soap,

avoid touching the face, nose,

mouth and eyes, and follow

healthy habits when coughing

and sneezing.

422 new COVID-19 cases, 16
deaths reported on Monday

HOTLINES

24-hour pharmacies

Scientific Pharmacy: Qurm

24566601, Ruwi 24702850 

Muscat Pharmacy: Ruwi

24702542, Salalah 23291635 

Al Hashar Pharmacy: Ruwi

24783334 

Hospitals and Clinics

Al Hayat International 

Hospital, Al Ghubra-

22004000, 94442000

Al Raffah Hospital: Muscat -

24618900/1/2/3

Sohar - 26704639/49/50

Apollo Hospital Muscat,

Hamriya: 24787766, 24787780

Abeer Hospital, Ruwi, Muscat

24770800, 90999334

Starcare Hospital: 24557200

Emergency number: 24558333

Dr Harub’s Clinic: 

24563217, 99254940

Emirates Medical Center:

24604540

KIMS Oman Hospital:

24760105

Lama Polyclinic: CBD

24799077; Al Khuwayr

24478817; Sohar 26751128 

Muscat Eye Laser Centre:

24691414

Muscat Private Hospital:

24583600

Health4All Medical Centre:

24486005, 24483009

Muscat Municipality: 80077222

REGIONAL WEATHER

Max      Min

Abu Dhabi 33 21

Doha 31 22

Kuwait City 33 21

Manama 30 22

Riyadh 31 15

Fajr 4.54am

Sunrise 6.10am

Duhr 11.56am

Asr 3.11pm

Maghrib 5.37pm

Isha 6.48pm

PRAYER TIMINGS

Cases from 
oCT 20 To oCT 26

Oct 20 439

Oct 21 418

Oct 22 353

Oct 23 to 25 1,095
(Average – 365)

Oct 26 422

Sayyid Theyazin awards 21 Omani youth
Continued from Page 01

“The vision focuses on the im-

portance of developing their

knowledge, skills and support to

push the wheel of progress and

keep pace with the develop-

ments in the fields of the Fourth

Industrial Revolution, science

and the emergence of new eco-

nomic activities,” said Sayyid

Theyazin.

The minister honoured 21

youth with the Youth Proficiency

Award in nine fields and three

categories. The nine fields are

entrepreneurship, education,

media, culture, science, sports,

heritage, environment and field-

work, while the categories are in-

dividual, youth initiative and

youth institution.

Winners in the
Individual category 
Abdul al Maamari won for excel-

lence in media, Abdulaziz al

Kalbani for environment, Salem

al Jadidi for heritage, Mo-

hammed al Esayi for education,

Abdulaziz al Rawas for culture,

Rashid al Hinai for sports, Omar

al Maskari for science; and

Shatha al Jabriyah for entrepre-

neurship. The award for field-

work was withheld.

Winners in the Youth
Institution category 
Wallah Nestahal Foundation for

excellence in the media field, Sil-

icone Foundation for education,

Oman Debate Center for Devel-

opment Foundation for culture,

Quick Challenge Foundation for

sports, Dawam Platform for

fieldwork, and Injaz Oman Foun-

dation for entrepreneurship. The

award has been withheld in the

fields of environment, heritage

and science.

Winners in the Youth
Initiative category
Rooh Alqanoon Network for ex-

cellence in the media field, Al

Asma Initiative for environment,

Memorable Achievements Ini-

tiative for heritage, Invest Your-

self Online Platform for

education, Fifth Week of Qomra

Photography for culture, Al

Riyadha ba Akhlaqna Ahlaa for

sports, and Oman Expo for sci-

ence. The award was withheld in

the fields of fieldwork and entre-

preneurship.

(Supplied photo)



Our Correspondent

Muscat 

The Ministry of Health (MoH)

announced that a number of

health institutions in the 

Governorate of Dhofar have

registered several cases of food

poisoning related to consump-

tion of some types of shellfish

locally known as Al Zuka and 

Al Fadhq. The ministry said the

fish likely contained toxic sub-

stances as a result of the

beaches being affected by the

red tide phenomenon.

In such cases, the infected

person may suffer various dif-

ficulties including numbness,

weakened movement, short-

ness of breath, vomiting and di-

arrhoea.

MoH has urged fishermen

and consumers to take caution

and refrain from eating fish

from the areas affected by the

red tide.

Red tide is a common name

for a phenomenon known as an

algal bloom, an event in which

estuarine or marine algae accu-

mulate rapidly in the water col-

umn, or ‘bloom’. 

These algae, more correctly

termed phytoplankton, are mi-

croscopic, single-celled, plant-

like organisms that can form

dense, visible patches near the

water’s surface.

NATION

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2020     MUSCAT DAILY    03

Our Correspondent

Muscat

The Ministry of Commerce, In-

dustry and Investment Promo-

tion has warned that without its

express permission, it is illegal

for companies to use images of

His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin

Tarik, his family members, the

Royal emblem or the khanjar and

sword logo on locally produced

commercial items. 

This restriction also applies to

the use of such images on im-

ported goods. 

Ministry warns against use of
HM’s image without permission Sayyid Theyazin opens Outward

Bound Oman centre in Al Khoudh

Red tide likely cause of
food poisoning in Dhofar

Muscat - In the context of cele-

brations marking Omani Youth

Day, Sayyid Theyazin bin

Haitham bin Tarik al Said, Minis-

ter of Culture, Sports and Youth,

opened a training centre of Out-

ward Bound Oman in Al Khoudh

on Monday.

The ceremony was attended

by Sayyid Faisal bin Turki al 

Said, Honorary President of Out-

ward Bound Oman, and other

dignitaries.

The training centre was set up

through the support of the Late

His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin

Said. It was designed by local

consultants 23 Degrees North

and the building of the centre is

unique as it has adopted solar

technologies.

The centre comprises an

equipment store, administrative

offices, two indoor training 

centres, a lecture hall with a ca-

pacity for 60 people, and a 9m

climbing wall.

The centre is the second in a

series of three national training

centres planned by Outward

Bound Oman, with the third cen-

tre coming up in Jebel Akhdar.

The first training centre was

opened by His Majesty Sultan

Haitham bin Tarik, then Minister

of Heritage and Culture, at Rimal

Sharqiyah in March 2018.

So far, Outward Bound Oman

has trained some 18,000 youth

since its inception in 2009.

Sulaiman Masoud al Harthy,

board chairman, Outward Bound

Oman, said in his speech that

Outward Bound Oman today

sets a distinctive landmark in

Oman’s growth march. 

“Developing the talents of na-

tional youth and preparing them

to join the labour market is a

matter of great significance,”

said Harthy. 

He added that the centre will

play a leading role in nurturing

the skills of the future generation

and grooming them to act in line

with Oman Vision 2040.

ONA

Continued from Page  01

“The gloves have sensors that

monitor the worker's tempera-

ture and incidents including

bleeding, which are analysed and

sent to the Ministry of Labour to

impose penalties related to

labour laws, such as working out-

doors during high daytime tem-

peratures in summer.”

Maskari was handicapped by

financial constrains during the

development phase of the device.

Additionally, he had difficulty reg-

istering for IP rights with the Min-

istry of Commerce, Industry &

Investment Promotion. “I was fi-

nally able to I register it in 2019.”

Maskari was also recently

awarded a silver medal at the 12th

International Invention Fair of the

Middle East (IIFME) held in

Kuwait for the smart gloves. The

fair brought together inventions

from 42 countries including the

UK, US, Switzerland, Sweden,

Spain, Thailand, Egypt, Syria,

Lebanon, Iran, Iraq, Algeria,

Tunisia and several GCC coun-

tries. A total of 130 inventions

were showcased at the fair. 

“I have also participated in

several international science

events, such as the London Inter-

national Youth Science Forum

which sees the participation of

500 young men and women

from more than 74 countries.”

Maskari said, “I am trying to

get financial support to commer-

cialise the device. It will save time

and protect lives. I thank the Min-

ister of Commerce, Industry and

Investment Promotion for sup-

porting inventors and motivating

them. I also thank H H Sayyid

Theyazin for honouring youth.”

22 year old makes smart gloves
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SUOOD SAID ABDULLAH ALI AL SUBHI
COMMIS CHEF

EMAD MOHAMMED AL HASANI
CONCIERGE

ISSAM AL BALUSHI
ENGINEERING

MOHAMMED AL HARRASI 
FINANCE

ABDULLATIF AL FARSI
FRONT OFFICE SENIOR

KHALID AL MAMARI
HR ASSISTANT

KHALID SHOUKAT RAMADHAN AL BALUSHI
HOUSEKEEPER

MUSALLAM AL SUBHI
FRONT OFFICE JUNIOR

KHULOOD NASSER AMUR AL HAJRI 
EVENTS PERSON

The Champions

NASSER ADEEM MANSOOR AL NADHIRI
BARMAN

Apex Media and the National Hospitality
Institute (nhi) are very proud to present the
25 deserving winners of the inaugural

‘Hospitality Champions Awards’.
The awards were presented to each winner at a

number of selected properties over the past two
weeks, in so doing, replacing the gala awards event
that was originally planned for April 21, 2020.

The key objectives of the initiative are:
1 To raise the profile of the hospitality sector as a

career choice for young Omanis.
2 Attract more students to enrol with the nhi and

other appropriate training establishments.
3 To retain the graduates and ensure that the

ongoing training and support is available to
develop and progress their careers.

Through the recognition and celebration of
people already working in this vibrant sector, it will
be clear to potential entrants that an exciting and
rewarding future is offered, with the additional
likely benefit of international appointments.

We now look forward to ‘Hospitality Champions
2021’ and call upon all hospitality related
organisations across the sultanate to identify and
nominate their future champions.

Congratulations to all
our winners in 2020
and also to those
people that were
highly commended
in their respective
categories.
Mark Rix, CEO, Apex Media

HOSPITALITY CHAMPIONS 2020

SCAN THE CODE
TO WATCH THE
PRESENTATION
VIDEO

NATION SPECIAL
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badar taaib ali al haSani

PASTrY CHEF

waleed Khalifa al nouMani

PEOPLE WITH DETErmINATION 

Mahir al baluShi

SALES PErSON

ahMed al MalKi

IT PErSON

MohaMMed al buSaidi 

KITCHEN ASSISTANT

yaSSer MabrooK MubaraK al naabi

LAuNDrY

MohaMMed al MalKi 

SECurITY

Sultan Saif abdullah al iSMaili

SOuS CHEF

SulaiMan azan al zaKwany

SPA / FITNESS

nadine al buluShi

TEAm CHAmPION

Said al raShdi 

TrAININg & DEvELOPmENT

MohaMMed haMed al Sarhani

uNSuNg HErO

oMar al baluShi 

WAITEr SENIOr

KaMal al baluShi

WAITEr JuNIOr

MohaMMed al Sabbagh

YOuNg HOTELIEr

INDUSTRY 
LEADERS WHO 

NOMINATED THEIR 
CHAMPIONS...

NATION SPECIAL

  0
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Send your request for 
Birthday / Anniversary 

wishes to 
wish@apexmedia.co.om  

with your resident card copy
(It’s free of cost)
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Sharjah, UAE - The last time

Kings XI Punjab took on the

Kolkata Knight Riders, a little

over two weeks ago, KL Rahul's

side seemed to have plumbed

the depths in the IPL. They had

slumped to a sixth loss in seven

games. By the time the return 

fixture against the Knight Riders

came about on Monday, the

Kings XI were a team 

transformed - or at least a team

with fortunes transformed.

There was no mucking about

with last-over finishes, just a

good bowling performance

backed up by a efficient chase,

and a fifth win on the trot. 

That the victory came against

the Knight Riders - their closest 

competitors for a playoff spot -

made this particularly significant.

The Kings XI now have 12 points

and moved to the top half of the

points table.

The bowlers had kept the

Knight Riders to 149 for nine,

having successfully weathered

an 81-run stand between 

Shubman Gill and Eoin Morgan. 

Mohammed Shami struck 

upfront and the leg-spin pair of

Ravi Bishnoi and M Ashwin 

applied the choke in the second

half. 

The chase was clinical. 

Mandeep Singh partnered Rahul

again at the top and shrugged off

initial struggles to hit an 

emotionally charged half-cen-

tury, batting till the end when the

winning runs were hit. 

Mandeep had lost his father

three days ago and looked to the

skies and blew a kiss on reaching

his half-century. Calling his

knock 'special' Mandeep said,

“This one for him. My father al-

ways used to tell me you should

remain not out in the game.”   

Chris Gayle came in at No 3

and bossed the bowlers around

in a way only he can, out for 51 off

29 when only three runs were

needed to create some artificial

jitters, but Kings XI were not to

be denied on Monday.

Shami strikes
In what has been a regular 

occurrence this IPL, Shami struck

early, bowling beautiful lines. 

Rahul Tripathi pushed at one

that seamed away after pitching

on off to be caught behind. Two

balls later, Shami did it again,

only with even more impressive

movement to send back Dinesh

Karthik. The batsman reviewed, 

because his bat had hit pad too,

but the ball was too close to the

bat for the decision to be 

overturned. This was after Glenn

Maxwell had already snared 

Nitish Rana in the first over of the

match, and at ten for three in two

overs, the Knight Riders were in

a bit of a hole.

Counter-attack
It was breathtaking to watch

while it was on. Morgan was into

his stride straightaway, and both

men exploded when Shami was

given a third over in the 

powerplay, taking him for 21 runs

after he had given up just six in

his first two overs. Gill matched

Morgan stroke for stroke as the

Knight Riders made light of the

early wickets.

Leggies impress  
Ashwin gave up 14 runs in his

first over, both Morgan and Gill

hitting a six each. Bishnoi was hit

for a six off his third ball, but off

his fifth, he had Morgan slog-

sweeping one of his googlies for

his leg-spin twin to gobble the

catch at deep square leg. 

Morgan had made 40 off 25

and taken the Knight Riders to 91

for three in the tenth over along-

side Gill, but as soon as he fell,

the team started to feel the 

effects of a lengthy tail.

Gill had faced 28 balls in the

first ten overs, but in the next six

overs, he was on strike for just

nine deliveries. Sunil Narine,

Kamlesh Nagarkoti and Pat

Cummins were unable to get the

leggies away, even to just turn

the strike over to Gill, and the

Knight Riders innings sputtered.

Gill was eventually out for a 

45-ball 57 in the 19th over, having

to farm the strike and manufac-

ture big shots.

Gayle blasts off
Kings XI were missing Mayank

Agarwal for a second game, but

they stuck to the previous

match's opening combination of

Rahul and Mandeep. Although

Mandeep took his time at the

start, being on three off 11 at one

point, Rahul was timing the ball

with his usual fluency. With not

a steep target to chase, the Kings

XI could absorb some quiet

overs, and once Mandeep had

got his eye in, he began 

scoring more briskly.

The opening partnership

ended at 47 in eight overs when

Rahul was trapped lbw by Varun

Ben Stokes
Rajasthan allrounder, after his unbeaten 107,
against Mumbai Indians, on Sunday

QUOTE OF THE DAY

IPL 2020
It was sort of bittersweet, to be
honest. I am a bit taken aback by
why it has taken me so long to get
into the tournament for the team  

FIVE IN A ROW FOR PUNJAB

TeAmS P W l nr PTS nrr

mI 11 7 4 0 14 +1.252

DC 11 7 4 0 14 +0.434

rCB 11 7 4 0 14 +0.092

KXIP 12 6 6 0 12 -0.049

KKr 12 6 6 0 12 -0.479

rr 12 5 7 0 10 -0.505

Srh 11 4 7 0 8 +0.029

CSK 12 4 8 0 8 -0.602

P: Played, W: Won, L: Lost, 

NR: No Result, PTS: Points, 

NRR: Net Run-Rate

CSK: Chennai Super Kings  

RCB: Royal Challengers Bangalore

DC: Delhi Capitals

KKR: Kolkata Knight Riders 

KXIP: Kings XI Punjab

MI: Mumbai Indians

RR: Rajasthan Royals

SRH: Sunrisers Hyderabad

POINTS TABLE

TODAY’S 
MATCH

SUnrISerS 
hyDerABAD

DelhI 
CAPITAlS

DUBAI, 6Pm

VS

INDIA FOR AUSTRALIA TOUR

Mumbai, India - Rohit Sharma

has been ruled out of the 

upcoming Australia tour with a

hamstring injury he picked up in

the ongoing IPL. KL Rahul and

Kuldeep Yadav have returned to

India's Test squad and uncapped

fast bowler Mohammed Siraj 

has also been called-up for the

four-match series in 

December-January. 

Ishant Sharma's injury in the

IPL meant he was not in the Test

squad either, and the BCCI has

said in a statement they will 

'continue to monitor the

progress of Rohit Sharma and 

Ishant Sharma'.

While Rohit picked up a 

hamstring injury last week and

he is still in the UAE with the

Mumbai Indians squad, Ishant

was ruled out of the IPL much

earlier with an abdominal muscle

tear and he had returned to India.

Ishant has been at the National

Cricket Academy in Bengaluru

since then.

India's openers in Rohit's 

absence are Mayank Agarwal,

Prithvi Shaw and Shubman Gill,

just like was the case for the New

Zealand Tests earlier this year,

with the addition of Rahul now to

make it an 18-man squad. 

Siraj will be the fifth pace-

bowling option along with Jasprit

Bumrah, Mohammed Shami,

Umesh Yadav and Navdeep Saini

whereas Kuldeep will be the third

among spinners that also include

Ravindra Jadeja and R Ashwin.

Wriddhiman Saha and

Rishabh Pant, who is missing

from the white-ball squads, are

the two wicketkeepers, and

Cheteshwar Pujara, Ajinkya Ra-

hane (vice-captain) and Hanuma

Vihari are the expected batsmen

in the squad led by Virat Kohli.

The BCCI release also said

four additional bowlers - 

Kamlesh Nagarkoti, Kartik Tyagi,

Ishan Porel and T Natarajan - will

travel with the Indian contingent.

Test squad: Virat Kohli (capt),

Mayank Agarwal, Prithvi Shaw,

KL Rahul, Cheteshwar Pujara,

Ajinkya Rahane (vice-capt),

Hanuma Vihari, Shubman Gill,

Wriddhiman Saha (wk), Rishabh

Pant (wk), Jasprit Bumrah, 

Mohammed Shami, Umesh

Yadav, Navdeep Saini, Kuldeep

Yadav, Ravindra Jadeja, 

R Ashwin, Mohammed Siraj.

Cricinfo

Rahul, Siraj in India Test squad;
Rohit ruled out with injury

Mandeep’s special, Gayle blitz and Shami’s burst help their side climb to fourth spot

Colombo, Sri Lanka - Five

foreign players, including

Andre Russell, Faf du

Plessis and David Miller

have withdrawn from the

Lanka Premier League (LPL)

less than a week after they

were drafted into franchise

teams.

Miller, du Plessis and

Dawid Malan have become

unavailable because of the

limited-overs series 

between South Africa and

England, set to begin on 

November 27. Russell,

meanwhile, has pulled out

due to injury, according to

Sri Lanka Cricket. Manvin-

der Bisla, the fifth player to

exit the tournament, is not

believed to have provided a

reason though. The LPL is

scheduled to start on 

November 21 and run until

December 13.

"The franchises that had

these players will have to

negotiate with other players

to take their place," LPL 

director Ravin Wickrama-

ratne told ESPNcricinfo. 

Russell, Miller, du Plessis

and Malan had all been 

selected as marquee 

players, which means the

franchises are not bound by

the constraints of the draft

payment structure when

they seek new players.

Cricinfo

Du Plessis,
Russell, pull
out of LPL

INDIA FOR AUSTRALIA TOUR

Mumbai, India - Wicketkeeper-

batsman Rishabh Pant has been

omitted from India's ODI and

T20I squads for the upcoming

Australia tour. Rohit Sharma,

India's white-ball vice-captain,

isn't part of both the squads as

well.

Tamil Nadu and Kolkata

Knight Riders mystery spinner

Varun Chakravarthy earned his

maiden national call-up on the

back of his stellar performances

in the ongoing IPL. 

Varun is the only player with

a five-wicket haul so far this 

season, and in all he is the 

highest wicket-taker for Kolkata

with 12 dismissals. 

India's leading allrounder

Hardik Pandya is set to play his

first limited-overs international

since September 2019. 

In the absence of Rohit, 

KL Rahul, has been named Virat

Kohli's deputy in both the 

white-ball squads. Rahul is the

only wicketkeeper in the ODI

squad while India have another

wicketkeeping option in Sanju

Samson for the T20Is.

Varun, who had turned 29 just

before IPL 2020 just August,

played only 11 T20s before 

Monday.

T20I squad: Virat Kohli (capt),

Shikhar Dhawan, Mayank 

Agarwal, KL Rahul (vice-captain

& wk), Shreyas Iyer, Manish

Pandey, Hardik Pandya, Sanju

Samson (wk), Ravindra Jadeja,

Washington Sundar, Yuzvendra

Chahal, Jasprit Bumrah, 

Mohammed Shami, Navdeep

Saini, Deepak Chahar, Varun

Chakravarthy

ODI squad: Kohli (capt),

Dhawan, Shubman Gill, Rahul

(vice-capt), Iyer, Pandey, Hardik

Pandya, Agarwal, Jadeja, Chahal,

Kuldeep Yadav, Bumrah, Shami,

Saini, Shardul Thakur.

Cricinfo

Melbourne, Australia - Fans are

expected to be allowed into the

Melbourne Cricket Ground for

the blockbuster Boxing Day Test

between Australia and India, 

officials said on Monday in a

major boost for the series.

Australia's second largest city

has been under a coronavirus

lockdown for months, and on

Sunday a decision was made to

bar spectators at next week's

Melbourne Cup horse race.

But on Monday officials an-

nounced an easing of restrictions

after no new daily or deaths,

opening the door to some good

news for cricket fans.

"The Boxing Day Test of

course is very different (to the

Melbourne Cup) because that is

some way off," Victoria state

premier Daniel Andrews told 

reporters.

"I am very confident that we

will get a crowd at the MCG for

the Boxing Day Test.

"I don't know how big it will be

but there will be a crowd, that's

the advice that I have, that's

what we're working towards."

More than 80,000 people at-

tended day one of last year's

Boxing Day Test when New

Zealand were playing.

AFP

Boxing Day Test in Melbourne likely to allow fans  

OUSIDE IPL

Pant omitted from white-ball 
teams, Varun in T20I squad

KL Rahul Mohammed Siraj 

Rishabh Pant

Chakravarthy, but Gayle's arrival

turned the tide decisively in the

way of the Kings XI. 

Gayle smashed Varun for

sixes off the fourth and fifth balls

he faced. He had been troubled

by Narine in the past, but on the

day, he took 17 from the 11 balls

he faced off Narine, smiting two

dismissive sixes straight past

him too. With a low total to 

defend, the Gayle onslaught

meant the Knight Riders ran out

of options quickly. Even though

he fell for 51 off 29 after a stand

worth exactly 100, there was to

be no great escape for the Knight

Riders this time.

Cricinfo

Mandeep
Singh 

66
56 BALLS

Chris Gayle

51
29 BALLS

SCOREBOARD

KOLKATA KNIGHT RIDERS

S Gill c Pooran b Shami 57 (45)

N Rana c Gayle b Maxwell 0 (1)

R Tripathi c Rahul b Shami 7 (4)

D Karthik c Rahul b Shami 0 (2)

E Morgan c Ashwin b Bishnoi 40(25)

S Narine b Jordan 6 (4)

K Nagarkoti b Ashwin 6 (13)

P Cummins lbw b Bishnoi 1 (8)

L Ferguson not out 24 (13)

C Varun b Jordan 2 (4)

MP Krishna not out 0 (1)

Extras (lb 3, w 3) 6

TOTAL: 149 for nine

Fall of wickets: 1-1, 2-10, 3-10, 4-91, 5-101, 

6-113, 7-114, 8-136, 9-149

Bowling: G Maxwell 2-0-21-1, M Shami 4-0-

35-3, A Singh 2-0-18-0, M Ashwin 4-0-27-1, 

C Jordan 4-0-25-2, R Bishnoi 4-1-20-2

KINGS XI PUNJAB

KL Rahul lbw b Varun 28 (25)

Mandeep Singh not out 66 (56)

C Gayle c Krishna b Ferguson 51 (29)

N Pooran not out 2 (3)

Extras (lb 2, w 1) 3

TOTAL: 150 for two in 18.5 overs

Fall of wickets: 1-47, 2-147

Bowling: P Cummins 4-0-31-0, M P Krishna 

3-0-24-0, C Varun 4-0-34-1, S Narine 

4-0-27-0, L Ferguson 3.5-0-32-1
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QUICK  RUN

Uncapped Umaga 

in England squad 

England coach Eddie Jones

included uncapped fly-half

Jacob umaga in his squad

announced Monday for this

week's Six Nations finale

against Italy and the

upcoming Autumn Nations

Cup. umaga is the nephew of

former New Zealand captain

tana umaga. he was only

one of two specialist 

stand-offs selected by Jones,

together with England

captain Owen Farrell. But

there was no place for Exeter

captain and fly-half Joe

Simmonds.

South Korean great

Dong-gook to retire

Veteran South Korean striker

Lee Dong-gook, the record

goal-scorer in both the 

K-League and the Asian

Champions League, blew the

whistle on his 23-year career

on Monday, announcing he

will retire after the season

finale this weekend. Lee - had

also enjoyed stints with

Werder Bremen in

Germany's Bundesliga and

Middlesbrough in the English

Premier League. he made his

professional debut with

Pohang Steelers in 1998 and

has accumulated a record

228 K-League goals in a

career which includes seven

domestic championships and

one AFC Champions League

title. Lee is also the top-

scorer in the AFC Champions

League with 37 goals in 75

appearances. he was part of

the national team for the

1998 and 2010 World Cups.

AFP

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE

London, UK - Brendan Rodgers

saluted 'world-class' Jamie

Vardy after he sealed Leicester's

late 1-0 win as spluttering 

Arsenal crashed to a third defeat

in their last four English Premier

League (EPL) games on Sunday.

Vardy was only fit enough for

the bench after a calf injury, but

Foxes manager Rodgers sent the

striker on with 30 minutes left.

Vardy responded with his sixth

goal of the season.

The 33 year old has made a

habit of tormenting Arsenal and

has now scored 11 goals in 12 EPL

games against them.

"Our plan was always to bring

Jamie Vardy into the game and

he can stretch it," said Rodgers.

"He makes the big 

contributions in the big games,"

he added after Leicester's first

win at Arsenal since 1973. That

shows you the level he is at and

he is a world-class player. I'm

lucky to have him."

Leicester climbed to fourth

after ending a run of two 

successive league defeats. "We

deserved it, we played against a

really good side and have players

who can run in behind," Rodgers

said. "To keep a clean sheet 

and play with the quality and

calmness was good."

Arsenal are languishing in

tenth after a second consecutive

league loss following their 0-1

defeat at Manchester City last

weekend. But it might have been

a different story when, early in a

then goalless game, Arsenal's

Alexandre Lacazette headed in

from a corner only for his effort

to be disallowed for offside

against Granit Xhaka.

Gunners boss Mikel Arteta

was also disappointed by his

team's lack of cutting edge.

"I'm really disappointed, we

had it in our hands in the first half

and I don't know how the hell 

Lacazette's goal was disallowed,"

Arteta said.

"It is difficult to create spaces

with ten men behind the ball, but

we should have finished the

game better." 

The principle problem is a

sudden dip in form for captain

Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang.

The Gabon forward is without

a goal in his last five league

games - his worst drought since

2014, although he did net against

Rapid Vienna in the Europa

League on Thursday.

ITALIAN LEAGUE

Kulusevski rescues 
point for Juventus 
Milan, Italy - Dejan Kulusevski

came off the bench to rescue a

point as champions Juventus,

playing without Cristiano

Ronaldo, were held to a third

Serie A stalemate at home

against Hellas Verona on Sun-

day. Portuguese forward

Ronaldo remains absent after

testing positive for coronavirus

with Juventus preparing for next

week's Champions League tie

against Barcelona in Turin.

"We had a too wait-and-see

first half, we weren't very 

aggressive with the midfielders

but we had the most dangerous

opportunities," said Juventus

coach Andrea Pirlo. 

Substitute Andrea Favilli put

Verona ahead after an hour in

Turin but Swedish forward 

Kulusevski rescued Pirlo with 13

minutes to go. To add to Pirlo's

problems before hosting

Barcelona, defender Leonardo

Bonucci went off with a thigh

problem.

OthEr rESuLt:

Fiorentina 3 Udinese 2.

SPANISH LEAGUE 

Real Sociedad 
back at top 
Madrid, Spain - Real Sociedad

overtook Real Madrid on Sunday

to reclaim their place at the top

of La Liga after thrashing Huesca

4-1. Mikel Oyarzabal scored

twice, including one from a

penalty, before Portu and

Alexander Isak rounded off an

impressive victory after Rafa Mir

had briefly pulled Huesca level.

Imanol Alguacil's La Real go

one point above Real Madrid, 

although having played one

game more than the reigning

champions, and also become the

first team to hold onto top spot

for two consecutive rounds this

season.

OthEr rESuLtS:

Getafe 0 Granada 1 

FRENCH LEAGUE

Lyon 4 Monaco 1.

AFP

‘World-class’ Vardy shines
as Leicester rock Arsenal 

FOOTBALL ROUND-UP

Leicester City's striker Jamie Vardy

celebrates after scoring against Arsenal

during the English Premier League game

in London on Sunday (AFP)
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Hyundai REPORTS LOSSES

Hyundai Motor, South Korea’s biggest automaker,
recorded an operating loss of US$278.1mn in the

third quarter due to an engine-related provision
cost, the company said on Monday

ROllS-
ROyCE

German business

confidence dips on

virus nerves

German business confidence in

October fell for the first time

since April, as businesses

become increasingly anxious

about the second wave of the

coronavirus pandemic, a survey

showed on Monday. The Ifo

institute’s monthly barometer

slid to 92.7 points from a

seasonally adjusted 93.2 points

in September, marking the first

drop after five months of rises. 

“Sentiment among business

leaders has clouded over...

Companies are considerably

more sceptical regarding

developments over the coming

months,” Ifo president Clemens

Fuest said.

However, the reading is

broadly in line with the 94.5

level of October 2019,

suggesting that German

business has a long way to go

to revisit the lows recorded

during the damaging

lockdowns in the spring.

BRIEFS

MARKET WATCH

MSM30 3,563.92

BSE Sensex 40,145.50

FOREX RATES

(RO1 equals)

Indian Rs 192.48

Pakistani Rs 418.78

Bangladeshi Taka 220.47

Philippine Peso 125.85

Sri Lankan Rs 479.42

*Rates as on October 26

Source: xe.com

OETC inks RO183mn deals to

expand electricity network
Our Correspondent

Muscat

Oman Electricity Transmission

Company (OETC), a member of

Nama Group, on Monday signed

a number of agreements worth

RO183mn for the implementa-

tion of the first phase of Rabt

project that aims to connect

north and south electricity trans-

mission networks in the sul-

tanate.

The agreements were signed

by Eng Masoud bin Salam al

Riyami, acting chief executive of

OETC, with the representatives

of the awarded contractors from

a group of engineering compa-

nies specialised in building elec-

tricity transmission networks.

The signing ceremony was also

attended by Eng Omar bin Khal-

fan al Wahaibi, chief executive of

Nama Group.

The signing of these agree-

ments aims to connect the na-

tional grid in the north with

PDO’s electricity transmission

network and Tanweer network in

Al Wusta region in addition to

SEZAD electricity network in the

Willayat of Duqm, according to a

statement issued by Nama

Group.

The first phase of the Rabt

project will pave the way for 

connecting the national grid 

in the north of Oman with 

Dhofar electricity transmission

network, which will be imple-

mented in the second phase of

the project. 

The Rabt project is expected

to enhance the efficiency and in-

tegration of the national electric-

ity transmission networks. The

project will also play a key role in

securing the electricity network

and opening up new horizons for

the use of renewable energy

sources such as wind and solar

which are abundant in Al Wusta

region. This project will play a

key role in achieving the govern-

ment’s ambitions of producing 15

per cent of the total energy from

renewable sources by 2025 by

connecting the future solar en-

ergy stations and wind farms in

Al Wusta region.

The Rabt project will also pro-

vide secure, stable and reliable

electricity to the Special Eco-

nomic Zone at Duqm (SEZAD)

as it will connect the Duqm elec-

tricity network with the 400kV

national grid, ensuring that the

factories and large companies in

Duqm are provided with their

needs of electricity.

The first phase of the Rabt

project consists of 660km

400kV overhead lines and five

main grid stations in Nuhaida,

Barik, Suwaihat, Duqm and Ma-

hoot. The total cost of the first

phase is RO183mn and divided

into five projects.

The first project entails the

construction of 400kV grid sta-

tions at Barik and Suwaihat and

linking them to the PDO net-

work. The total cost of this part

of Rabt project is around

RO39mn and will be imple-

mented over a period of 24

months.

The second project entails the

construction of 400kV overhead

lines with a total length of 129km

between Barik and Suwaihat sta-

tions and 400kV transmission

lines with a total length of 195km

between Barik and Nuhaida sta-

tions. The cost of this part of

Rabt project is RO45mn and will

be implemented over a period of

28 months.

Continued on Page10

Our Correspondent

Muscat

Oman Investment and Finance

Co (OIFC) and Gulf Investment

Services Holding Co on Monday

announced that they are consid-

ering a potential merger between

the two entities.

‘We are pleased to announce

that OIFC is considering a poten-

tial merger with Gulf Investment

Services Holding,’ OIFC said in a

disclosure to the Muscat Securi-

ties Market (MSM).

Gulf Investment Services

Holding in its disclosure to the

MSM also confirmed that it is

considering the potential merger

with OIFC.

Both OIFC and Gulf Invest-

ment Services Holding said that

the proposed merger transaction

is subject to the outcome of the

due diligence, the approvals of

both companies’ shareholders

and obtaining other regulatory

approvals.

‘We will also keep our share-

holders informed of further de-

velopments in this regard,’ both

companies said in their respec-

tive disclosures to the MSM on

Monday.

Both OIFC and Gulf Invest-

ment Services Holding are 

listed on the Muscat Securities

Market.

OIFC, Gulf
Investment
in merger
talks
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Our Correspondent

Muscat  

The benchmark index of the Muscat Se-

curities Market (MSM) marginally de-

clined by 0.01 per cent to close at

3,563.92 points on Monday.

Trading activity improved from the

previous session as turnover jumped by

136.2 per cent to RO956,499 and vol-

umes surged 355.64 per cent to 14.18mn

shares. 

While Industrial index fell 0.13 per

cent, Financial and Services indices rose

0.05 per cent and 1.14 per cent, respec-

tively. The MSM Shariah Index closed

down by 0.11 per cent to close at 517.54

points.

Market breadth remained negative as

five companies closed up, while eight

companies closed down. The rest 21

traded stocks closed flat for the day.

Top gainers were Shell Oman Market-

ing (9.65 per cent), Oman Investment

and Finance (5.88 per cent), Sohar Inter-

national Bank (3.33 per cent) and Omin-

vest (2.48 per cent). 

Top losers were Al Hassan Engineer-

ing (-30.0 per cent), BankDhofar 

(-3.74 per cent), Al Batinah Power 

(-1.85 per cent) and Ahli Bank (-1.52 per

cent).

MSM inches down, volumes surge

Muscat - Makhazen Logistics

Company, which pertains to

Shumookh Investment and Serv-

ices – the investment arm of the

Public Establishment for Indus-

trial Estates (Madayn), signed an

agreement with Nafith Logistics

Services to manage and operate

an integrated electronic system

related to road freight trans-

portation services.

The agreement aims at sup-

porting the Omani carrier

through an application that re-

ceives transportation requests

electronically and subsequently

notifies the registered Omani

carriers in the application. The

agreement was signed by 

Salah al Zakwani, chairman of

Makhazen Logistics Company

and Nourah Mehyar, CEO of

Nafith.

Through this agreement, the

two parties aspire to work on an

integrated system in the emerg-

ing field of logistics services and

road freight transportation serv-

ices by providing and managing

the business of goods trans-

portation within and outside the

sultanate.

The system will enable all

transporters, owners and opera-

tors of trucks to register and offer

their services. The system will

also distribute the transportation

requests in a transparent and fair

manner among the carriers, tak-

ing into account the classification

and quality of the trucks owned

by the carriers.

Nafith Logistics Services is ex-

perienced in providing leading lo-

gistics services related to land

transport sector and contributing

to supporting and facilitating the

national trade, as well as enhanc-

ing the safety and security of the

trade through adopting cutting-

edge technology.

Madayn established Shu-

mookh Investment and Services

in 2010 to develop infrastructure

projects and encourage invest-

ments in Madayn’s industrial

cities. The vision of Shumookh is

to develop globally competitive

industrial infrastructure in the in-

dustrial cities of Madayn and

create the best environment for

the growth of industries in

Oman.

ONA

Makhazen to manage 
electronic system for
road freight services

Mumbai, India - Indian conglom-

erate Reliance has dismissed

Amazon’s push to delay its ac-

quisition of domestic retail giant

Future Group, despite an arbitra-

tion panel suspending the deal

following objections by the US

online titan.

The row is the latest develop-

ment in a prolonged battle for

dominance in India between 

Reliance, owned by Asia’s richest

man Mukesh Ambani, and 

Amazon, whose founder Jeff

Bezos is the world’s wealthiest

person.

Amazon, which owned a

stake in one of Future Group’s

firms that reportedly included an

option to buy into the flagship

company, claims that the

US$3.4bn Reliance deal, an-

nounced in August, amounted to

a breach of contract.

After an arbitration panel or-

dered the deal to be put on hold

following Amazon’s request, Re-

liance said late Sunday that it

would nevertheless ‘enforce its

rights and complete the transac-

tion in terms of the scheme and

agreement with Future group

without any delay’.  

Reliance’s retail subsidiary

RRVL said in a statement that it

had followed ‘proper legal ad-

vice’ before agreeing to buy Fu-

ture Group, adding that the deal

was ‘fully enforceable under In-

dian Law’.

The arbitration panel has 90

days to give a final verdict on the

Reliance-Future deal.

AFP

Reliance to push on
with retail deal in
battle with Amazon 

Continued from Page 09

The third project involves the

construction of Duqm and Ma-

hoot 400kV stations. These sta-

tions will support Tanweer

network in meeting the growing

demand for electricity in the Spe-

cial Economic Zone at Duqm.

The total cost of this part of Rabt

project is RO38mn and will be

implemented over a period of 24

months.

The fourth project entails the

construction of 400kV overhead

lines with a total length of 191km

between Suwaihat and Duqm

stations and overhead lines with

a total length of 152km between

Duqm and Mahoot stations. The

cost of this part is RO45mn and

will be implemented over a pe-

riod of 28 months. The last proj-

ect involves the construction of

Nuhaida 132/400kV station.

This project also involves the di-

version of 400kV transmission

line linking Izki and Ibri stations

through Nuhaida station. This

station is considered as the main

interconnecting point between

national grid in north of Oman

and PDO electricity network. The

total cost of this part is RO17mn

and will be implemented over a

period of 24 months. 

OETC inks deals worth RO183mn 

Brussels, Belgium - Britain and

the European Union (EU) are still

a long way from a post-Brexit

trade deal, several European

sources told AFP, as both sides

prepared to resume talks this

week.

“The negotiations are pro-

gressing, but we are still a long

way off,” said one senior Euro-

pean official.

Talks are to continue in Lon-

don until Wednesday, then in

Brussels from Thursday, said an-

other source.

But time is fast running out.

France’s Europe Minister

Clement Beaune said last week

that the EU wanted to wrap up

the discussions by October 31 to

leave enough time for parlia-

mentary ratification across the

bloc’s 27 member states.

“We’ll give it a few days more

(into November) to give a

chance for the negotiations, but

we need to know fairly quickly,”

he told the BFM Business net-

work on Thursday.

Talks resumed last week after

Britain’s Prime Minister Boris

Johnson walked back from the

mid-October deadline he tried to

impose to get the deal done.

But neither side has budged

on the issues that still divide

them, such as ‘level playing field’

provisions to ensure Britain does

not try to retreat from the EU’s

environmental or labour stan-

dards, state subsidies and how

to arbitrate future differences. 

They also need to resolve the

question of access to British fish-

ing waters by EU vessels.

Brussels is prepared to offer

London a zero-tariffs, zero-quo-

tas deal for access to the EU

market, better than the deal of-

fered Canada - but only if Britain

is prepared to accept EU stan-

dards and regulations.

British minister Brandon

Lewis remained upbeat in com-

ments to Sky News on Sunday.

“I hope and I think there are

good chances we can get a deal,”

he said. “But the EU needs to un-

derstand it’s them to move as

well so that we get a deal that

works for the UK, a proper FTA

that recognises us the UK a sov-

ereign nation.”

AFP

Brexit talks no closer
to a deal, say insiders
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Doha, Qatar - Female passen-
gers flying from Qatar were sub-
jected to invasive searches after
a premature baby was found
abandoned in an airport bath-
room, in procedures the Aus-
tralian government on Monday
described as ‘grossly disturbing’
and ‘offensive’.

A number of women - includ-
ing from Australia - were re-
moved from their flight and
examined for signs of childbirth
after the baby was found in a
bathroom at Hamad Interna-
tional in the Qatari capital.

Australia’s government on
Monday condemned the October
2 incident, which only came to
light after Australian passengers
spoke out, and said concerns had
been lodged with Qatar.

“This is a grossly, grossly dis-
turbing, offensive, concerning set
of events. It is not something that

I have ever heard of occurring in
my life,” Foreign Minister Marise
Payne said.

“We have made our concerns
very clear to the Qatari authori-
ties at this point,” she said,
adding that the matter had also
been referred to Australian Fed-
eral Police.

A source in Doha briefed on
the incident said that officials
‘were forcing women to undergo
invasive body searches - basi-
cally forced Pap smears’, an in-
ternal examination of the cervix.

Passenger Wolfgang Babeck
told AFP women returned to his
flight from Doha to Sydney in a
‘shell-shocked’ state, having
been told to remove clothing
from the lower half of their bod-
ies for an examination by a fe-
male doctor.

“All of them were upset, some
were angry, one was crying, but

basically nobody could believe
what happened,” the commercial
lawyer said, adding he thought
the incident could be ‘a violation

of international law’.
That flight, Qatar Airways’

QR908 to Sydney, was four
hours late departing Doha as a

result, according to air traffic
website Flightradar24. 

It is not clear how many flights
were involved.

In an official statement,
Doha's Hamad International air-
port confirmed a broad outline of
events, without providing details
of the procedures, or the number
of women and flights involved.

‘Medical professionals ex-
pressed concern to officials about
the health and welfare of a
mother who had just given birth
and requested she be located
prior to departing,’ it said. ‘Indi-
viduals who had access to the
specific area of the airport where
the newborn infant was found
were asked to assist in the query.’

It is understood that in addi-
tion to the Australians, one
French woman was also affected,
according to one official.

Some of the group received
assistance and mental health
support while spending the last
two weeks in quarantine, under
rules put in place by Australian

authorities to contain the spread
of coronavirus.

A report from the Qatari au-
thorities about the incident is
‘imminent’ according to Payne,
who admitted Australian officials
were made aware of the situa-
tion by passengers ‘at the time of
the flight’.

The incident could damage
Qatar’s reputation as it prepares
to host tens of thousands of for-
eign visitors for the 2022 soccer
world cup. Qatar practices a
strict form of Islamic law, with
stiff penalties applied to women
who fall pregnant or bear chil-
dren outside marriage.

Doha airport on Sunday
launched an appeal for the child’s
mother to come forward, sug-
gesting that the checks under-
taken at the time were
inconclusive.
AFP

Fury after Qatar ‘forcibly examined’ women

The departures lounge at the Hamad International Airport in Doha (AFP)

Beirut, Lebanon - Airstrikes by
Syrian regime ally Russia killed
56 fighters from a Turkey-
backed rebel group in northwest
Syria on Monday, a Britain-based
war monitor said.

Russian warplanes also
wounded 100 people when they
targeted a training camp of the
Faylaq al-Sham faction in the
Jabal Duwayli area in Idlib
province, the Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights said.

In March, a fragile truce bro-
kered between Moscow and
Ankara stemmed a deadly
months-long Russia-backed
regime military offensive on the
country’s last major rebel strong-
hold in Idlib that displaced al-
most a million people from their
homes.

The National Liberation Front,
an umbrella group of Ankara-
backed rebels, told AFP that
Russian strikes on Monday had
hit one of its positions and
caused casualties, but did not
give an exact death toll.

NLF spokesman Sayf Raad de-
nounced the ‘Russian aircraft and
regime forces continuously vio-
lating the Turkish-Russian deal in
targeting military positions, vil-
lages and towns’.

The March truce has largely
held with the exception of some
bombardment and intermittent
airstrikes on the area, including a
US drone strike on Thursday that
killed 17 extremists, according to
the Observatory.

Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, led by
Syria’s former Al Qaeda affiliate,
and allied rebels dominate the
region of some three million
people, many living in camps
after being displaced by the
nine-year war.

After a string of military victo-
ries backed by Russia, the Syrian
government has regained control
of around 70 per cent of the
country, the Observatory says.

The war has killed more than
380,000 people and displaced
millions from their homes.
AFP

Russia strikes kill
56 Turkey-backed
rebels in Syria

Baghdad, Iraq - Dozens of Iraqi
protesters again clashed with se-
curity forces in Baghdad Mon-
day, a day after a rally marked
the first anniversary of the start
of nationwide mass anti-govern-
ment demonstrations.

Police fired stun grenades and
tear gas at protesters who were
burning tyres and hurling rocks
on the strategic Al-Jumhuriyah
bridge across the Tigris River
leading to the highly-fortified
Green Zone.

The bridge, barricaded by
towering concrete walls, sepa-
rates the Green Zone from Tahrir
Square, the epicentre of the old
and new demonstrations.

The highly-secure Green
Zone, where government offices,

parliament and the US Embassy
are located, is off-limits to ordi-
nary Iraqi citizens.

In a repeat of last year’s
demonstrations, rallies were also
held in Shiite Muslim-dominated
southern towns and cities.

Overnight in the shrine city of
Karbala, which was a hub of
demonstrations last year, pro-
testers skirmished with riot police
who eventually fired live bullets
into the air to disperse them.

In Diwaniyah, young demon-
strators set car tyes on fire while
in Nasiriyah, also in the south, as
night fell on Sunday protesters in
the main square sung the na-
tional anthem amid celebratory
fireworks.
AFP

Iraqi protesters clash
with police in ‘revolt’

An Iraqi protester carries a placard reading in Arabic ‘Revolt’ during a

demonstration on the Sinak bridge in the capital Baghdad on Sunday (AFP)
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Stepanakert, Azerbaijan - A third
attempt at halting weeks of fight-
ing over Nagorno-Karabakh col-
lapsed quickly on Monday with
Armenia and Azerbaijan trading
accusations of violating the US-
brokered ceasefire within min-
utes.

As fighting over the disputed
region enters its second month,
international mediators are
scrambling to bring a stop to
frontline clashes and shelling of
civilian areas that have left hun-
dreds dead. The latest ‘humani-
tarian ceasefire’ was announced
by Washington on Sunday, after
truces brokered by Russia and
France fell apart. 

It took less than an hour after
the ceasefire was due to begin at
8.00am for the first accusations
to be made.

Azerbaijan’s Foreign Ministry
said Armenian forces had shelled
the town of Terter and nearby
villages in ‘gross violation’ of the
truce. Armenia’s Defence Min-
istry said Azerbaijani forces had
‘grossly violated’ the ceasefire
with artillery fire on combat po-
sitions in various parts of the
frontline.

Azerbaijan and Armenia have
been locked in a bitter conflict
over Karabakh since Armenian
separatists backed by Yerevan
seized control of the mountain-
ous province in a 1990s war that
left 30,000 people dead. 

Karabakh’s independence has
not been recognised internation-

ally, even by Armenia, and it re-
mains a part of Azerbaijan under
international law. 

The current fighting broke out
on September 27. Armenia and
Azerbaijan accuse each other of

having targeted civilians and of
breaking the previous truces. Re-
peated calls for calm do seem to

have had any effect.
After coming under heavy

shelling at the start of the fight-

ing, Nagorno-Karabakh’s main
city Stepanakert has been qui-
eter in recent days.

Ten minutes before the
ceasefire took effect an explosion
was heard and a plume of smoke
seen on a nearby hill. 

There were fewer sounds of
fighting coming from the front-
line on Monday morning than in
previous days, though rounds of
shelling could be heard in the dis-
tance. Over 1,000 people have
been reported dead in the fight-
ing, mainly Armenian fighters but
also dozens of civilians. 

Azerbaijan has not released
any figures on its military casual-
ties and the death toll is believed
to be substantially higher, with
Russian President Vladimir Putin
saying last week that close to
5,000 people had been killed.

Russia, France and the United
States are leaders of the ‘Minsk
Group’ which has failed since the
1990s to bring about a negoti-
ated settlement to the conflict.

This year’s fighting is the
heaviest since a 1994 ceasefire,
raising fears that Azerbaijan’s
ally Turkey and Russia, which has
a military alliance with Armenia,
could be further drawn into the
conflict. 

The latest ceasefire push
came after US Deputy Secretary
of State Stephen Biegun met in
Washington Saturday with Ar-
menian Foreign Minister Zohrab
Mnatsakanyan and Azerbaijani
Foreign Minister Jeyhun Bayra-
mov and the co-chairs of the
Minsk Group.
AFP

Third attempt at Karabakh ceasefire fails

Members of Syria’s Armenian minority gather at Al-Azizia Square in the northern city of Aleppo to protest against the fighting between Armenian and Azerbaijani forces, on Sunday (AFP)

New Delhi, India - US Secretary
of State Mike Pompeo arrived in
New Delhi on Monday, kicking
off a four-country Asia tour that
he has said will focus on the
‘threats’ posed by China.

Joined by Defence Secretary
Mark Esper for the two-day visit,
Pompeo will hold top-level talks
following a spike in tensions be-
tween India and China since a
deadly border clash in June.

India has sought US cold
weather equipment as the show-
down goes into the freezing Hi-
malayan winter and officials said
this could be raised when Pom-
peo and Esper meet India’s Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister
Subrahmanyam Jaishankar and
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh.

The world’s two biggest
democracies are expected to
sign an agreement on sharing
geo-spatial intelligence, paving
the way for the United States to
ship sophisticated missile tech-
nology, officials said.

Esper will also be discussing
ways to increase cooperation be-
tween the two countries' military
forces.

This could include intelligence
sharing, stepping up joint exer-
cises, and arms sales - including
possibly US F-18 fighter jets.

Pompeo will go on from India
to Sri Lanka, the Maldives and In-
donesia, all of which have a key

role in Indian Ocean maritime
traffic where China has cast a
greater shadow. 

The secretary of state said
ahead of the trip that his meet-
ings would ‘include discussions
on how free nations can work to-
gether to thwart threats posed
by the Chinese Communist
Party’.
AFP

Pompeo in India for talks
on ‘threats’ posed by China

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and his wife Susan disembark from

an aircraft upon their arrival at an airport, in New Delhi on Monday (AFP)

Bangkok, Thailand - Prime Min-
ister Prayut Chan-O-Cha said
Thailand needs to bring ‘illegal
protests’ under control on Mon-
day as he opened a special par-
liamentary session to address
months of pro-democracy rallies.

Prayut, the former military
chief who staged the 2014 coup,
has faced increasing pressure in
recent weeks from protesters
demanding his resignation.

The student-led rallies are
also calling for a rewrite of the
military-scripted constitution
and an end to alleged govern-
ment harassment of political op-
ponents, as well as reform of the
once-unassailable monarchy.

“Though the people have the
freedom to protest based on the
constitution, authorities need to
control the illegal protests,” said

Prayut, who recalled parliament
from recess last week.

“We do not want to see
clashes or riots in the country,”
he said, accusing some protest-
ers of ‘inappropriate actions’.

While Prayut acknowledged
the protesters’ demands in his
opening speech, the two-day
parliamentary session has not
listed them on its agenda.
AFP

‘Illegal protests’ must be curbed,
Thai PM says in parliament

Police officials take position in front of the German Embassy before the 

pro-democracy protesters were set to arrive, in Bangkok on Monday (AFP)
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COVID-19 PANDEMIC

Rome, Italy - Anger was growing
in Italy on Monday over harsh
new coronavirus restrictions
brought in to ‘save Christmas’,
while other hard-hit countries
enforced curfews in a bid to
avoid fresh national lockdowns.

Italian Prime Minister
Giuseppe Conte’s decision to
close restaurants and bars from
6.00pm and shut all theatres,
cinemas and gyms for a month
was widely criticised, even as
scientists questioned whether it
would be enough to stop the
virus.

“These restrictions will be
the end of us,” said Giuseppe
Tonon (70), the owner of a
restaurant in Oderzo, a small
village in northeastern Italy.

“We’re not in a city centre,

we're in the provinces. Our cus-
tomers come in the evening or
during the weekend,” he told
AFP after a photograph of him,
slumped in despair at the news,
went viral on social media.

Countries across Europe are
seeing dramatic spikes in cases,
and governments are taking
drastic action.

Spain imposed a new na-
tional state of emergency and
overnight curfews, while France
set a daily record of more than
50,000 cases and extended an
overnight curfew to cover areas
home to around 46mn people.

Spain declared a national
state of emergency on Sunday
to tackle a second coronavirus
wave as the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) reported a

third straight day of record new
infections around the world.

Chinese officials began mass
testing to cover 4.75mn resi-
dents in the far northwest after
137 new infections were discov-
ered there.

COVID-19 has now claimed
the lives of 1.1mn people and in-
fected more than 43mn glob-
ally.

The WHO has warned that
some countries are on a ‘dan-
gerous track’, with too many
witnessing an exponential in-
crease in cases, and called on
authorities to take decisive ac-
tion to curb the spread of the
disease.

The UN agency’s figures
showed that 465,319 cases
were declared on Saturday

alone, half of them in Europe,
which it said was at an especially
critical juncture with winter
looming.

‘The end of us’

The Italian Prime Minister said
he hoped the unpopular new re-
strictions, which deal a severe
blow to sectors already on their
knees after a national lockdown
this spring, ‘will allow us to be
more relaxed by Christmas’,
though he warned ‘hugging and
partying’ would still be out of
the question.

“Stop! We've brought in a
decree to save you!” a cartoon
Conte told a suicidal Father
Christmas on the Corriere della
Sera’s front-page.

Restaurant and bar owners

were not laughing. The early
closing times mean Italy’s
bustling aperitivo hour is gone,
as are dinners out.

Famed Italian conductor Ric-
cardo Muti appealed publicly to
the Prime Minister, saying clos-
ing down the arts would also
‘harm health’.

“Defining... theatre and
music as ‘superfluous’, as some
elements of the government
have, is ignorant, uncultured
and insensitive,” he said.

Italy, the first European coun-
try to be hit hard by the pan-
demic, on Sunday registered
21,273 new cases.

Regional heads had warned a
new decree with strict meas-
ures would fuel social tensions.
AFP

Spain declares emergency; anger in Italy

Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez holds a press conference at La

Moncloa palace after declaring emergency, in Madrid on Sunday (AFP)

Melbourne, Australia - Aus-
tralia’s second-biggest city
will this week exit its coron-
avirus lockdown following
nearly four months under
onerous restrictions, authori-
ties announced on Monday,
after no new daily cases or
deaths were recorded.

Stay-at-home orders for
Melbourne’s five million resi-
dents will be lifted from mid-
night on Tuesday into
Wednesday while restau-
rants, beauty salons and retail
stores will be permitted to
throw open their doors.

Melbourne and the sur-
rounding Victoria state
recorded the first 24-hour pe-
riod without any new COVID-
19 cases since June 8 - before
security bungles at quarantine

hotels housing returned inter-
national travellers sparked a
major outbreak in July.

Announcing the much-an-
ticipated relaxing of restric-
tions, Victoria state Premier
Daniel Andrews’ voice
cracked as he declared it an
‘emotional day’.

“This has been a very diffi-
cult year. And Victorians have
given a lot and I’m proud of
every single one of them,” he
told reporters in Melbourne.

Asked if ale-loving Victori-
ans could now ‘get on the
beers’, Andrews said he
‘might go a little higher up the
shelf’.

Jubilant social media users
declared the return to zero
cases and deaths.
AFP

Protesters hold up placards during an anti-lockdown rally in

Australia’s second-biggest city Melbourne on Friday (AFP)

Washington, US - US presi-
dential challenger Joe Biden
on Sunday accused Donald
Trump of giving up in the fight
against COVID-19 as the
president faced a new out-
break in his team, surging in-
fections nationwide.

Nine days before the vote
- and with reported US coro-
navirus deaths having sur-
passed the grim total of
225,000 - Trump’s chief of
staff Mark Meadows con-
ceded on Sunday that ‘we are
not going to control the pan-
demic’, which he said could
only be done through ‘vac-
cines, therapeutics and other

mitigation areas’.
Control was not practical,

he said, because ‘it is a conta-
gious virus just like the flu’.

Biden immediately seized
on Meadows’ comment as he
again hammered the admin-
istration over the virus, which
has set records for new cases
in recent days, with nearly
90,000 on Saturday and
more than 63,000 Sunday.

“It was a candid acknowl-
edgement of what President
Trump’s strategy has clearly
been from the beginning of
this crisis: To wave the white
flag of defeat,” he said.
AFP

US President Donald Trump (left) and his opponent Joe Biden (AFP)

Lockdown lifted

in Melbourne

Biden accuses
Trump of giving
up in COVID fight



dAilY crossWord

LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9 and

only one instance of each number

ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19

Your love life is getting heaps of cosmic attention. Magnetic Venus

moves forward into lovely Libra now until mid-November, helping

you to sweeten or smooth over any relationship matters that need

patching up. This is the most ideal time of year to put yourself 

out there romantically! Mercury slides back into Libra as well,

helping you mentally review any unresolved partnership stories.

GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21

Things are beginning to brighten up. Your ruling planet, Mercury,

slips backwards into Libra this afternoon on its retrograde journey,

turning your attention back to personal creative projects or

unfinished business in the romance department. At the same time,

lovely Venus moves into Libra too, bringing a boost to your sex life

and magnetising opportunities to put yourself in the spotlight.

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20

So much of your energy has been invested in the close

relationships you hope to foster. Today’s skies redirect your

priorities somewhat, as both Mercury and Venus enter Libra.

Mercury’s brief visit to Libra helps you reassess any information

you might have missed around your work demands, while Venus’

presence helps attract better opportunities to the job front.

Solution 20-25 words: Excellent, 15-20 words: Very good, 

10-15 words: Good, 5-10 words: Average

You have three minutes to

find all the words 

contained in this word. 

Rules: Words should be at

least four letters long, proper

nouns and duplicates don’t

count

WORD BUILDER

Each game will present you with a matrix filled with letters. 

The objective is to form words by linking adjacent letters - to the 

left, right, on top, bottom, or 

diagonal to each other. 

The Boggles Classic game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words are valued at

one point for each letter in excess of two letters. A three letter word

is worth one point, a four letter word is 

worth two points, and so on. 

Valid words must be at least three letters long. 

DO YOU SUDOKU?

TEST YOUR 
KNOWLEDGE

BOGGLER
SUDOKU EASY 

ANSWER
DAILY CROSSWORD 

ANSWERS (OCTOBER 26)

1. In which of the following or-

gans of human body does max-

imum absorption of food take

place?

a. Gullet

b. Large intestine

c. Small intestine

d. Stomach

2. Human Rights Day is on

a. 24 February

b. 10 December

c. 15 May

d. 21 July

3. In the World Cup Hockey Fi-

nals in 2002, Germany beat

____

a. Pakistan

b. Australia

c. India

d. Spain

Answers:1: c 2: b 3: b

©2020 Tribune Content Agency, LLC All rights reserved
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ACROSS

1 Hence

5 “Remember the

___!”

10 Palindromic title

15 Seaweed

19 Regretted

20 Musical pause in

the Bible

21 Soissons school

22 Weather word

23 Hoarfrost

24 Columbus’s

starting point

25 Heredity science

specialist

27 Celebes ox

28 Stravinsky or

Youskevitch

29 Mountain lake

30 Singer Smith

31 ___ Aviv

32 Crossword

specialist

36 Bustle

37 “I would fain ___

dry death!”: The

Tempest

38 Zeta follower

39 Conceived

43 Secluded valley

45 Mahjong piece

47 Unctuous

49 Swiss canton

50 Larcenist

52 Author LeShan

53 Sail with the wind

54 Andes ruminants

57 Quits

60 Avian specialist

63 Pismire

64 Goddess of plenty

66 Cold

67 Passover dinner

68 Murder specialist

72 Binary star

76 Shorten a skirt

77 Cry’s partner

78 Debussy’s “La

___”

81 Skin specialist

85 Huge

88 Perfect bliss, to a

Hindu

89 Yesterday’s discs

90 Foot

92 Locale of 5 Across

93 Qt. halves

94 Erato, for one

96 Confined

97 Major-___

98 Tennis technique

101 Phoebus

102 Pavarotti rendition

104 Sass

107 Fossil specialist

111 Unit

112 Bobbin

115 Small container

116 Cinch

117 Mild expletive

118 Viticulture

specialist

121 Winged

122 Actress/singer

Wilson

123 High schooler

124 Actress Zellweger

125 Refined ore

126 “It’s ___ to tell a

lie”

127 Mrs. counterparts

128 Liquid fat

129 News medium

130 Editor’s note

DOWN

1 Printing blunders

2 Destroyed

3 Jewelry specialist

4 Greek music halls

5 Popular pill

6 Part of NFL

7 Apportion

8 New Zealand

native

9 Cries of surprise

10 Greek Saronic Gulf

port

11 Bitter

12 Disco queen

Summer

13 Pub quaff

14 Encountered

15 Humboldt Bay city

16 Cafe au ___

17 Essential import

18 Against

26 ___ dixit

29 Place for a

chapeau

32 B_H link

33 Palatal

34 Mae West role

35 Romantic interlude

40 Swollen

41 Expunge

42 Sep. into portions

44 Hawaiian handout

46 Altar words

47 Expenditure

48 ___ dudgeon: irate

50 ___ -la-la

51 Biddy

53 Small brook

55 Stein’s “___

Generation”

56 Ripen

58 Neither’s partner

59 Hubert, ___,

Gerald

61 Model Campbell

62 Intense dislike

65 Olfactory effects

68 Clothed

69 “___ to see

London once ere I

de”: Henry IV

70 Photo films

71 The bounding main

72 Conform

73 Slow, to Solti

74 Comprehend

75 ___ noct.:

prescription

“nightly”

78 Cocktail specialist

79 Singer/actress

Mendes

80 Legal matter

82 Dravidian caste

member

83 Trance

84 Hamilton bill

86 Ermine

87 Religious inst.

91 Lose freshness

95 Pierre’s one

96 Pocket billiards

97 Scatters

99 Chips to the green

100 Grow dull

101 New York City

Island

103 Lariats

105 Deadlocked

106 Educational

formalist

108 Sheeplike

109 American-born

Japanese

110 Canadian

physician

112 Topers

113 Equal

114 Draft status

117 Time periods

119 “___ y plata”

120 Solidify

121 Elec. unit

CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22

Cancerians are the quintessential homebodies of the zodiac. It’s

no wonder the universe is channeling so much of your focus.

Venus moves forward into Libra, enlivening family relations and

helping brighten up your sanctuary, now through mid-November.

Mercury swirls backwards into Libra too, helping you revisit any

unprocessed material around home and family matters.

LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22

You’ve been keeping to yourself more than usual. While that's

right on cue with this hermit time of year for you, the universe

seems to be imploring you to share yourself more readily after

today. Mercury slips backwards into Libra, helping you pour more

energy into your self-expression. Venus enters into Libra too,

bringing an added charisma to your voice from now.

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22

Does it feel like everyone has eyes on you? Venus moves forward

into your sign, where she’ll stay put until mid-November. Venus’

presence in your sign makes you hard to miss, as she boosts your

outward appeal through increased vivacity, charisma, and

attractiveness. Mercury dips backwards into your sign, revisiting

any unfinished business around your needs as an individual.

VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22

Some major attention is being funnelled towards your

resources. Your ruling planet, Mercury, tiptoes backwards

through its retrograde phase and moves into Libra. Mercury’s

presence to Libra focuses your attention to any unfinished

business regarding your finances. Attractor Venus moves into

Libra, attracting some extra funds into your bank account.

SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21

You’re swimming in deep subconscious waters. Mercury backs

out of your sign and returns to Libra, turning your mental

attention towards the unresolved therapy material you revisited

during the last few weeks. Lover Venus moves forward into Libra

too, helping you prioritise alone time, retreats, and spiritual

surrender over the external trappings of the material world.

SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER 21

Sagittarians were born to share the big picture view of the world

they hold. It just takes time to discover it all! Messenger Mercury

slides backwards into Libra this evening, turning your attention

back towards a deeper review of your long-term goals.

Simultaneously, Venus moves forward into Libra as well, helping

bring helpful allies to your aid from now until mid-November.

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18

Something is beckoning you to pause before leaping ahead with

your ambitions. Mercury tiptoes into Libra, bringing your attention

back to any unanswered questions around educational matters.

They may be pointing out hindering flaws in your belief system.

Venus moves forward into Libra, sweetening your potential for

travel and new opportunities for educational expansion.

CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19

Things are beginning to take a turn on your career path today,

Capricorn. Retrograde Mercury tiptoes backwards into Libra

this evening, helping you revisit any unresolved questions

around your current set of ambitions. Fortunately, at the same

time, magnetic Venus prances forward into Libra, attracting

heaps of help for your reputation and career endeavours.

PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20

You’re not quite out of the woods yet. In fact, the cosmos is

summoning you back into them for a solid look around. Mercury

tiptoes backwards into Libra, helping you revisit any unresolved

material around intimacy matters and shared resources in

partnership. Venus dances forward into Libra too, helping create

powerful bonds through vulnerable exchanges from now.

kids colouring

YOUR DAILY HOROSCOPE

A
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FESTIVE
TRESSES

aily hairdo is something that never bothers most 
females, but when it comes to special occasions,
there is always anxiety and confusion.

Most women want to try something new, some-
thing that works best, but never feel satisfied with
what the catalogues offer. Hair colour, texture and
length dictate most of the styles and hairdressers
never offer free advice, unless you settle down in 
their seats.

An article in UK's Hood magazine says,  'If you
struggle with stepping out of the box and creating
hairstyles worthy of the A-list, have no fear. We’ve
got the experts on hand, sharing their top tips for get-
ting your hair under control and looking red carpet-
ready, even for just a low-key day with the family.'

Here are four favourite styles for the festive season
presented by Scottish hairstylist Jack Baxter, who
looks after the likes of Jamie Genevieve and hair-
dresser Jason Collier, whose clients include the likes
of Victoria Beckham. These can at least give an idea
about what's trendy and if any of these works for you.

SLEEK 
PONYTAIL
n Brush through hair thoroughly to ensure it is

smooth and free of tangles.
n Using a bristle brush, pull the hair into a high and

tight ponytail at the crown of the head – smooth
out any loose sections or bumps with a fine-tooth
comb to ensure a completely flat, sleek finish. Fas-
ten the ponytail with a snag-free band.

n Pull one small section of hair to the side, and wrap
this around the base of the ponytail to create a
seamless look. Pin this piece in place.

n Using a wide-barrel curling iron, tong the ponytail
in small sections to create lots of waves, curls and
movement. Leave the hair to cool before loosening
the curls slightly with your fingers.

n Mist the hair with a high-shine, strong-hold hair-
spray to fix it in place.

n Finish with a glitzy hair accessory, fastened onto
the base of the ponytail, for a glamorous final look. 

MESSY BUN
n Mist the lengths of the hair with a texturising

spray, and then backbrush lightly from the mid-
lengths to the roots, to give hair volume,
smoothing out over the top layer with a comb.

n Scoop the hair into a ponytail and fasten with a
snag-free band.

n Tease out some strands all over to give texture,
but especially around the front sections if you
want to emulate Meghan and her signature look.

n Backbrush the ponytail and then twist it in the
direction that your hair naturally wants to run.
Twirl it into a bun shape and secure with kirby
grips. 

n Mist with hairspray and ruffle lightly with the
fingertips for an undone look with regal creden-
tials.

HALO BRAID
n Create a deep side parting, then brush the hair

through thoroughly to get rid of any knots.
n Start your halo braid with a section of hair from

the front of your head, on the heaviest side of
the parting, and begin to braid, adding in strands
from the rest of your hair as you go.

n Continue this technique the whole way around
the head, ensuring the braid stays quite tight all
the way round.

n When you reach the end, braid the hair into a
three-strand braid and fasten with a snag-free
band, before tucking under the main braid and
securing in place.

n Finish with a light mist of hairspray and tease
out some loose strands around the front for a
beautifully relaxed finished look.

GLOSSY
BLOWOUT
n Wash and condition the hair with shine-

boosting products, and then prep the towel-
dried hair with a hydrating blow-dry cream.

n Spend some time blow-drying the hair, tak-
ing small sections at a time and using a roller
brush to lift the hair, create volume and en-
sure a smooth finish. Twist the brush wher-
ever you feel that the hair needs a little
movement, and roll under at the ends to cre-
ate a natural bounce.

n Using a wide-barrel curling tong, wrap the
mid-lengths around the tong and hold for ten
seconds at a time. Leave the hair to cool, and
then brush through the cooled curls to sepa-
rate and soften them into looser waves.

n Smooth some nourishing oil into the ends for
added shine, and finish the look with a high-
shine spray for a super-glossy finish.



BEAUTY  FEATURES

16     MUSCAT DAILY      TUESDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2020

W
hile women and

girls love to do the

rounds of the

beauty parlour

and hair dressers

to get their favourite hair treatment

and hairstyles, especially for an occa-

sion, they could also extend the same

enthusiasm towards their little sons

or brothers. There is so much you can

do with little boys hair to make them

look cuter than they are.

There is a huge variety of hair-

styles for little boys but only some

people go for it. There could be many

reasons, from non cooperation from

the little star to non-acceptance in

school. However, if they are on an ex-

tended holiday, especially during this

time of the pandemic when schools

are closed and children are home,

how about going for a nice, stylish

haircut for your little one?

2020 has a range of cool haircuts

for little boys (also suitable for

teenagers), and with barber shops

and salons now open, add a little

style to your bundle of joy to make

him truly adorable.

CUTE
CUTS

cool coMbover

The comb over is a classic look, but

by adding a fade, you can make it

look more trendy for little boys. This

style oversees a hard feature line 

accentuating where your hair parts.

It can be done for short hair as well

as for longer hair wherein you can

create a little puff in te centre.

sHort MoHAwk

The mohawk is traditionally an

intense punk style with shaved

sides and pointy spikes in the

centre. For kids, mohawks more

closely resemble a faux hawk.

This style is timeless and trendy

and it can be done in many ways.

textured spike

Spiky hair which became popular

in the 90s is now back. A textured

spike is one of the cutest ways to

style a spiky haircut. You don't

need to gel this spiky style, the

messy textured version has its

own natural charm.

skin fAde

The skin fade is particularly unique

because it stands out. The contrast

of shaved sides and a fuller head of

hair instantly grabs attention. A skin

fade is achieved by cutting the hair

shorter and shorter as it moves to-

ward the neck.

curly fAde

Short curly hairstyles are very popu-

lar because they are easy to work

with. The best short haircuts for

boys with curly hair often start with

a fade or undercut on the sides and

short curls on top. A crew cut can be

good for short curly hair.

Afro triM

For boys with thick growth of hair,

an Afro trim is the best solution.

Adding a fade or keeping it ex-

tremely short above the neck is an

excellent option to make it look

smart. A mini Afro with short sides

is also perfect.

Aspect HAlf coiffure

A half haircut is suitable for most

boys that can be oiled or left dry. 

It is an old traditional style, very 

easy to cut and always popular. 

Hollywood actors like Henry Cavill,

Liam Hemsworth aways wore 

this style.




