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Our Correspondent
Muscat

Oman Investment Authority
(OIA) has reported success in its
investments in the Singaporean
company Rotary and Brazil's En-
trevias during 2023. These in-
vestments are part of OIA’s
Future  Generations  Fund,
through which the authority aims
to expand its global market in-
vestments and strengthen strate-
gic partnerships that yield
substantial profits and returns.
Additionally, these investments
serve to transfer advanced exper-
tise and technologies to local sec-
tors in the sultanate and
contribute to attracting foreign
investors and capital.

In the tenth quarterly issue of
its newsletter Enjaz and Eejaz re-
leased on Saturday, OIA high-

lighted the significant revenue
growth achieved by Rotary. The
company's revenues increased
19% in 2023 compared to 2022,
driven by execution of large-scale
projects in multiple countries and
its focus on promising invest-
ment opportunities in renewable

energy and petrochemicals.
OIA's investment in Rotary
dates back to 2008, when it ac-
quired a 21.4% stake in the com-
pany. In 2018, OIA increased its
stake to 35% following an agree-
ment with the company's largest
shareholder. Rotary is recognised

as a leading provider of inte-
grated engineering and construc-
tion services for oil and petro-
chemical industries in the Asia-
Pacific region. Its services include
engineering design, procurement,
construction, project manage-
ment and maintenance. It has

OIA investments in Brazil,
Singapore firms pay off

major projects in countries such
as Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia,
India, China and the Gulf states.

OIA is currently collaborating
with Rotary to leverage its global
expertise for projects involving
OIA companies.

The issue also reported the
performance of Entrevias, a com-
pany operating the infrastructure
sector through investments in toll
roads in Sao Paulo, Brazil. The
company experienced notable
growth in traffic on the roads it
invests in, leading to a 17% in-
crease in revenues in 2023 com-
pared to 2022. This growth
facilitated OIA's successful par-
tial divestment from the com-
pany, which has vyielded
substantial returns that will be
reinvested in other ventures, fol-
lowing global best practices in
such matters.

Royal decree assigns
specialities to finance,
economy ministries

Muscat - His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik issued
Royal Decree No 36/2024 on
Thursday assigning some spe-
cialities to the Ministry of Fi-
nance and Ministry of
Economy.

Article (1) stipulates that the
texts of clauses No 6 and 7 of
Annex 1attached to Royal De-
cree No 94/2020 on estab-
lishing the Ministry of Econo-
my and defining its specialisa-
tions and endorsing its organi-
sational structure will be repl-
aced with the following texts:
6 - Studying the proposals
submitted by units of the
State’'s Administrative Appa-
ratus and other public legal
persons regarding develop-
ment projects in terms of im-
portance and priority of their
implementation.

7 - Endorsing five-year plans

and submitting these, after co-
ordinating with the Ministry of
Finance, to the Council of Min-
isters for approval.

Article (2) states that a new
clause numbered ‘4-bis" will
be attached to Annex No 1 of
Royal Decree No 91/2022
defining the specialisations of
the Ministry of Finance and
approving its organisational
structure. The new clause
reads as follows:

'4-bis: Endorsing the annual
developmental budget after
the approval of the Council of
Ministers.’

Article (3) cancels all that
contradicts this decree or con-
travenes its provisions.
Article (4) states that this de-
cree will be published in the
Official Gazette and enforced
from its date of issue.

ONA

Muscat airport welcomes

Our Correspondent
Muscat

In a major boost to its global con-
nectivity, Muscat International
Airport has announced the addi-
tion of six new international air-
lines in 2024. This strategic
expansion by Oman Airports

marks a significant milestone in
enhancing passenger traffic and
reinforcing Oman's position as a
pivotal regional hub.

Sheikh Aiman bin Ahmed al
Hosni, CEO of Oman Airports,
confirmed that the airport has
successfully attracted six new in-
ternational airlines this year. Four

six new international airlines in 2024

of these airlines have already
commenced operations, while
two more are expected to start
flights later in the year. He em-
phasised ongoing efforts to ex-
plore new markets and evaluate
opportunities for launching direct
flights through both the national
carrier and other airlines.

In 2023, Oman Airports at-
tracted five new airlines, includ-
ing two from Europe and three
from other regions. This year, the
focus is on expanding direct
flights from European markets to
Oman and enhancing the 'transit’
market, which facilitates travel
between Europe and Asia. This

growing market is increasingly
competitive; it is anticipated that
the number of European tourists
arriving in Oman will exceed
500,000 by the end of 2024.
Muscat airport is currently
served by 36 airlines, connecting
Oman to over 80 regional and in-
ternational destinations.

4-day Dhofar International
Film Festival kicks off today

R Madhavan on the re-release
of Rehna Hain Tere Dil Mein
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Al drives improvement in education: Experts

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Experts across academia are af-
firming that artificial intelligence
(Al) significantly enhances the
quality and advancement of uni-
versity-level education. To fully
leverage these benefits for stu-
dents and faculty, it is crucial to
review and establish quality
standards ensuring the effective-
ness and appropriateness of Al
applications in higher education.

Dr Fatma Abdullah Amer al
Magbali, Dean of Postgraduate
Studies, Scientific Research and
Innovation at University of Tech-
nology and Applied Sciences,
highlighted Al's benefits in edu-
cation. She noted that Al canim-
prove students' study skills,
facilitate knowledge acquisition
and enhance self-learning, em-
phasising its applications could
support students in analysing re-
search, provide immediate feed-
back on performance and help
correct errors. Most significantly,
she informed, Al helps save time.

However, Fatma raised ethical
concerns about Al, including po-

DR FATMA AL MAQBAL!

tential privacy breaches and di-
minished human interaction,
which could impact students' so-
cial and emotional development.

Fatma also warned that Al
might stifle creativity by pro-
moting standardised learning
methods, potentially causing
learners to lose their individual

identity and interest in explo-
ration. Moreover, disparities in
technology access could widen
the gap between students with
resources and those without,
exacerbating educational in-
equalities.

Fatma stressed that Al appli-
cations in education should be

interactive and user-friendly,
with intuitive interfaces and
tools that foster engagement.
Continuous evaluation within
Al systems is essential to track
and improve student perfor-
mance, and transparency and
accountability in Al decisions
are crucial. Additionally, Al sys-

tems should integrate seam-
lessly with existing learning
management systems and cur-
ricula, accommodating diverse
student needs, including those
with disabilities.

According to Dr Muammar
bin Ali al Toobi, an expert in Al,
the digital age has introduced

DR ALI SAID AL MATARI

new challenges, particularly with
‘generative Al' systems. These
challenges include ethical issues
related to content creation and
intellectual property rights.
Toobi emphasised the impor-
tance of developing ethical
guidelines for Al use to ensure
educational quality and to ad-

dress these challenges effec-
tively.

Dr Ali Said al Matari, a math-
ematics teacher at A'Shargiyah
University, highlighted the chal-
lenge of academic cheating in
the context of Al. The technol-
ogy's ability to generate ready-
made content complicates
verifying academic originality. He
warned that excessive reliance
on Al could undermine students'
critical thinking and problem-
solving skills, introduce algorith-
mic biases, and raise concerns
about privacy and data confiden-
tiality.

Matari observed the need for
new assessment methods
aligned with Al use and strate-
gies that educate students on re-
sponsible technology use. He
suggested leveraging Al to en-
hance linguistic and technical
skills while adhering to ethical
standards and academic in-
tegrity. He also stressed the im-
portance of training programmes
for students and faculty to effec-
tively utilise Al tools and adapt to
technological changes, maximis-
ing Al's educational benefits.

‘Marhaba Dhofar' event unveiled

Our Correspondent
Salalah

In an effort to woo visitors, Min-
istry of Heritage and Tourism
(MHT) will soon host a series of
events called ‘Marhaba Dhofar’ -
or ‘Welcome to Dhofar’. These
events are designed to attract
tourists from both regional and
international markets.
Announcing ‘Marhaba Dho-
far’, Haitham bin Mohammed al
Ghassani, Director General of
Tourism Promotion in the min-
istry, said the events will see
wide participation from tourism
sector partners within Oman and

HAITHAM AL GHASSANI

their counterparts from Saudi
Arabia.

The series aims to strengthen
cooperation in tourism between
Oman and Saudi Arabia and
highlight the unique offerings of
Dhofar, including the sarb sea-
son and winter tourism.

‘Marhaba Dhofar’ is expected
to attract 50 tourism companies
and 15 prominent media profes-
sionals from Saudi Arabia. The
programme will feature discus-
sions, bilateral business meet-
ings between Omani and Saudi
tourism companies, and visits to
key tourist sites and landmarks in
the governorate.

4-day Dhofar film fest Kicks off today

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Dhofar International Film Festival
will kick off on Sunday at Sultan
Qaboos Youth Complex for Cul-
ture and Entertainment under
the patronage of H H Sayyid
Marwan bin Turki al Said, Gover-
nor of Dhofar.

The festival will screen 195
films from 18 countries, including
31entries from Oman.

Organised by Oman Film So-
ciety, the four-day festival aims
to promote film culture in Oman,
especially among the youth, and
support the growth of the film in-
dustry in the sultanate. “It is part
of our broader plan to enhance
the cinematic movement in
Oman through festivals in seven
governorates, with Dhofar now
being included,” an official from
the festival's media committee
stated.

Held under the slogan ‘Be Part
of the Show’, the festival seeks to
foster youth initiatives that en-
courage creativity and provide
job opportunities. It also aims to
develop the talent of aspiring
filmmakers and promote the
Governorate of Dhofar.

The festival will honour emi-
nent guests who have made sig-
nificant contributions to cinema

over the years.

Several films from Oman, in-
cluding the documentary Sand
Girl directed by Salah al
Hadhrami, Ramad by Salman al
Khalili and Al Shajara al Maamra
by Abdullah al Battashi, will be
screened.

In addition to film screenings,
the festival will feature training
sessions in cinematic arts con-
ducted by experts. Participants
will have the opportunity to en-
gage with artists and learn about
their creative journeys. The fes-

tival will also include visits and
tours to showcase the beauty
and natural splendour of Dhofar,
highlighting its potential as a lo-
cation for film production.

The festival will present six
awards - Best Omani Feature
Film, Best International Feature
Film, Best Omani Documentary,
Best International Documentary,
and jury awards for both feature
and documentary films. The jury
will include experts, artists and
film professionals from Oman
and abroad.

Send your comments to

Oman to observe
International
Literacy Day today

Muscat - The sultanate will join
the global celebration of Interna-
tional Literacy Day on Sunday fo-
cusing this year on ‘Promoting
Multilingual Education: Literacy
for Mutual Understanding and
Peace’. The theme underscores
the power of multilingual educa-
tion in bridging cultural divides
and fostering harmony.

Ministry of Education is at the
forefront of this initiative, launch-
ing several programmes aimed at
enhancing literacy across the na-
tion. These efforts include devel-
oping specialised curricula for lit-
eracy classes, training Omani ed-
ucators and providing certificates
that help students transition into
the adult education system. Liter-
acy classrooms are monitored by
specialised supervisors, and stu-
dent registration is facilitated
through an online portal.

Among the ministry's notable
projects is the Learning Villages
Programme, which tackles illiter-
acy in villages by creating educa-
tional hubs. Since 2004, the
programme has reached 30 vil-
lages and 2,438 students.
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0% of factories
to be made smart

facilities by 2026

Our Correspondent
Muscat

In a significant step towards
modernisation of its industrial
sector, Oman’s Ministry of Com-
merce, Industry, and Investment
Promotion ~ (MoCIIP)  has
launched a special project to ad-
vance the adoption of cutting-
edge technologies and Fourth
Industrial Revolution (4IR) tech-
niques in the country.

Christened as ‘Smart Produc-
tion Factories’, the project has
been taken up for execution in
collaboration with the Gulf Orga-
nization for Industrial Consulting
(GOIC), an official from MoCIIP
stated, adding that the project’s
goal “is to facilitate the integra-
tion of advanced technologies
and 4IR innovations into Omani
factories”.

The first phase of this involves
a comprehensive field evaluation
of participating factories based
on a specific set of criteria de-
rived from the Smart Industry
Readiness Index (SIRI). This
evaluation matrix is structured
around three core pillars, encom-
passing 16 dimensions that as-
sess each factory's readiness for
4IR technology adoption and
provide tailored recommenda-
tions for improvement, the offi-
cial elaborated.

The initial phase of the project
will focus on enabling five out of
20 selected factories to adopt
4IR applications and undergo
digital transformation through-
out 2024. By 2026, the target is
to transform 30% of Omani fac-
tories into smart factories.

A specialised team from

GOIC, including a certified eval-
uator from the International Cen-
tre for Industrial Transformation,
will  collaborate  with the
MoClIP's team to conduct site
visits and evaluate the factories
based on the SIRI criteria.

This initiative is a key compo-
nent of the Industrial Strategy
2040, designed to enhance the
competitiveness of Oman'’s in-
dustrial sector by facilitating the
transition to smart production
facilities. The project aims to
modernise technology, introduce
new production lines, reduce
costs, increase efficiency, and

create specialised job opportuni-
ties aligned with educational out-
comes.

The ministry, the official said,
encourages all factories inter-
ested in digital transformation to
participate, so as to improve
their operational processes,
competitiveness and overall effi-
ciency.

MoCIIP identified five critical
challenges currently hindering
the industrial sector's growth,
the ministry official informed.
These include low adoption of
advanced technologies, absence
of clear standards for founda-
tional transformation, limited
availability of development solu-
tions for factories, shortage of
specialists to assess factory sta-
tus, and a workforce that is
largely unskilled in modern tech-
nologies.

To tackle these issues,
MoCIIP has outlined a series of
planned actions, he said, adding
that these include evaluation of
both new and existing factories.

Oman to instal its tallest flagpole to
mark 54th National Day celebration

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Omanis all set to have the coun-
try’'s tallest flagpole on Novem-
ber 18. In celebration of the 54th
Oman National Day, the flagpole
is set to be unveiled near the
Ministries District in Al Khuwair.
The flagpole, currently under
construction, has  already
reached 50 metres in height,
with an additional 76 metres to
g0, bringing its total height to 126
metres upon completion. This
towering structure is scheduled
to be dedicated just in time for
National Day celebrations.
Unveiled in early 2024 by the
Muscat Municipality, the flag-
pole project is being financed by
Jindal Shadeed Iron and Steel,
one of the region's largest iron

and steel producers. The flagpole
will be Oman'’s tallest man-made
structure, surpassing a 40-
storey building with 135 tonnes
of steel going into its installation.

The national flag of Oman will
measure 18 metres in width and
31.5 metres in length and will fea-
ture a warning light for aircraft.

Surrounding the Al Khuwair
Square, spanning 18,000sgm,
will have a variety of recreational
facilities such as green areas,
palm trees, walking and cycling
tracks, a skate park, outdoor art
exhibition zone, and designated
sports areas.

Public amenities will include
restrooms and a parking lot for
107 vehicles.

Earlier Harssha Shetty, CEO of
Jindal Shadeed had commented
on the project, saying that Jindal
Shadeed has been a proud con-
tributor to Oman's green indus-
trialisation for 15 years, and “this
flagpole is a symbol of our dedi-
cation to the nation’s growth".

Oman calls for global cooperation
to boost Africa’s development

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Sultanate of Oman has un-
derscored the critical need for
strengthening international part-
nerships to support Africa’s de-
velopment agenda, during the
second annual session of the
Unicef Executive Board for 2024
held in New York, US.

In a joint statement delivered
by Shununa Salim al Habsi, the
Sultanate of Oman'’s representa-
tive on the Unicef Executive
Board, Oman - on behalf of sev-
eral countries - praised Unicef's
strategy for supporting ‘Agenda
2063: The Africa We Want' and
its implementation plan for
the second decade from 2024 to
2033.

She highlighted the signifi-
cance of ‘Africa’'s Agenda for

Children 2040' and the African
Charter on the Rights and Wel-
fare of the Child.

Shununa emphasised that
these initiatives represent a cru-
cial step towards enhancing
partnerships between govern-
ments, civil society, and the pri-
vate sector, aiming for a

sustainable impact on the lives of
children across Africa. She called
on the international community
to fulfill its responsibility in sup-
porting the African continent,
pointing out the importance of
international cooperation to ad-
dress decades of neglect.

Acknowledging Africa's
young population as a valuable
partner for Unicef, Shununa
commended the achievements
of African countries inimproving
healthcare, empowering women,
and protecting children from vi-
olence. She concluded by stress-
ing the importance of continuing
support for Africa’s children, as-
serting “We must not fail to re-
alise their aspirations.”

Unicef Executive Director
Catherine Russell affirmed “We
candoit”, acknowledging that “it
is a long road ahead of us".

4th edition of
Tour of Salalah
to kick off today

Salalah - The fourth edition
of the Salalah International
Cycling Tour will kick off on
Sunday, and will run
through September 11.

This year's event - or-
ganised by the Dhofar Mu-
nicipality in collaboration
with the Oman Cycling As-
sociation and the Ministry
of Culture, Sports, and
Youth - has drawn 15 inter-
national teams from Asia,
Africa and Europe.

The tour includes four
stages of varying distances,
with the first stage sched-
uled for Sunday and the
final stage for Wednesday.

The race is now part of
the International Cycling
Union calendar.
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Moody's affirms ratings
of 5 government-related
companies in Oman

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Global credit rating agency
Moody's Ratings affirmed the
corporate family ratings (CFR) of
five Omani government-related
issuers (GRIs) on Friday. The
outlook for four GRIs was main-
tained as stable, while the out-
look for one government-related
entity was upgraded from stable
to positive.

Moody's affirmed the ratings
of the following five government-
related entities: Dhofar Inte-

grated  Services Company
(DISC), Oman Electricity Trans-
mission Company (OETC),

Oman Power and Water Pro-
curement Company (OPWP),
Nama Electricity Distribution
Company (NEDC), and Nama
Electricity Supply Company
(NESQO).

This rating action by Moody's
is a direct consequence of the re-
cent rating action on the Govern-
ment of Oman, where its
long-term issuer and long-term
senior unsecured ratings were
affirmed at Bal, with the outlook
upgraded to positive from stable.

'The affirmation of the ratings
reflects the close interlinkage of
DISC, NEDC, NESC, OETC, and
OPWP with the sovereign as
providers of essential electricity
services and their significant ex-
posure to the Omani govern-
ment in the form of subsidies
(OETC, NEDC, and OPWP being

indirectly exposed),’ Moody's
said in a statement.

OPWP's outlook was up-
graded to positive from stable,
while the outlooks for DISC,
OETC, NEDC, and NESC were
maintained as stable, according
to Moody's.

'The positive outlook for
OPWP is aligned with the posi-
tive outlook on the government
rating. OPWP is the monopoly
buyer of electricity and water
from licensed production facili-
ties in Oman and also performs
government agency-like func-
tions in certain activities, such as

future electricity planning,' the
rating agency noted.

'The stable outlook on DISC,
NEDC, NESC, and OETC reflects
our view that, absent sustained
improvements in their respective
liquidity profiles, we do not fore-
see further upward pressure on
their ratings. The liquidity of
DISC, NEDC, and NESC remains
weak due to their continued re-
liance on short-term debt fund-
ing,' Moody's added.

According to Moody's, the
ratings of DISC, NEDC, NESC,
OETC, and OPWP are supported
by (1) the stable and transparent

regulatory frameworks for the
electricity and water sectors and
the independence of the regula-
tor; (2) the cost recovery mech-
anisms of the regulatory
frameworks; (3) the low busi-
ness risk profile of their activities;
and (4) their respective
monopoly positions in Oman.

Moody's pointed out that
OPWP's rating could be up-
graded if Oman's sovereign rat-
ing were upgraded, provided
there is no material deterioration
in the company's operating and
financial performance or its lig-
uidity profile.

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The total cumulative invest-
ment in Salalah Free Zone has
surpassed RO4.6bn as of June
2024, with the zone attracting
over RO68mn in new invest-
ments during the first half of the
year, according to the CEO of
Salalah Free Zone.

In a statement to Oman
News Agency, Dr Ali bin Mo-
hammed Tabuk, CEO of Salalah
Free Zone, noted that 143 com-
panies are currently operating
in the zone, with 64 projects al-
ready in operation. Industrial
projects account for 57% of the
total, logistics projects make up
15%, and commercial projects
comprise 28%.

Dr Tabuk highlighted that 13
new projects were launched in
the first six months of 2024.
These include initiatives in
frankincense derivative produc-
tion, packaging, air conditioning
manufacturing, textile produc-
tion, and the import-export and
repackaging of potassium fer-
tilisers, among other activities.

As a subsidiary of the Asyad
Group, Salalah Free Zone plays

Total investmentin Salalah
Free Zone reaches RO4.6bn

a crucial role in supporting the
local and national economy, at-
tracting investments across
various vital sectors. Dr Tabuk
emphasised that the zone's ap-
peal to investors is driven by its
numerous incentives, strategic
location, and competitive ad-
vantages. Its proximity to key
markets in the Middle East, the

Indian subcontinent, and East
Africa reduces both time and
costs for businesses operating
in the zone.

Dr Tabuk explained that the
zone hosts a diverse range of
projects, from petrochemical
and mineral processing, includ-
ing limestone and gypsum, to
the growing food and pharma-
ceutical sectors.

Additionally, the logistics,

warehousing, and import-ex-
port activities benefit from the
zone's location near the Port of
Salalah, a key regional hub.
Manufacturing and assembly
operations, ranging from auto
spare parts to consumer goods,
also thrive within the zone.

To support investors and
businesses, the Salalah Free
Zone offers a range of services,
including land, warehouse, and
office leasing. The zone also
provides 'one-stop' services to
simplify procedures such as
permit issuance, visas, investor
registration, and license appli-
cations. These services, avail-
able through the Invest Easy
system, include the issuance of
Oman Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (OCCI) cards, en-
hancing the overall business en-
vironment in the Dhofar region.

In collaboration with other
free and economic zones under
Asyad Group, Salalah Free Zone
plays a pivotal role in attracting
foreign direct investment. The
zone offers an ideal platform for
businesses to expand into inter-
national markets, supported by
Asyad's comprehensive logis-
tics solutions.

Madayn records 30% growth
in investment requests

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The industrial cities affiliated
with the Public Establishment for
Industrial Estates (Madayn)
have seen significant growth in
their digital indicators, including
requests and the investment vol-
ume of existing projects, by the
end of the first half of 2024.

Eng Dawood bin Salim al Had-
abi, CEO of Madayn, confirmed
that the number of investment
applications submitted to Ma-
dayn increased by 30% during
the first six months of 2024,
reaching 184 applications com-
pared to 141 applications during
the same period in 2023.

In a statement to the Oman
News Agency, he noted that the
total volume of investments in all
industrial cities affiliated with
Madayn amounted to RO7.6bn
as of the end of June 2024, up
from approximately RO7.4bn at
the end of 2023. This represents
a growth rate of 2.3% and an ab-
solute increase of RO177mn in

total investment.

Hadabi said that the volume
of added industrial investments
amounted to about RO151Tmn,
while the volume of added non-
industrial investments totaled
approximately RO62mn. Sohar
Industrial City saw the highest
increase in the total volume of in-
vestments compared to other in-
dustrial cities, with an increase of
RO53mn during the same period
this year.

Regarding the investment
projects in the industrial cities af-
filiated with Madayn, Haddabi
explained that the number of in-

vestment contracts until the end
of the first half of 2024 was
2,310 contracts, reflecting a
0.65% increase compared to the
end of 2023. Of these contracts,
70% are industrial investments,
12.6% are commercial invest-
ments, 7.3% are service invest-
ments, 4.8% are technical
investments, and 5.3% are in
other fields.

Hadabi also noted that the
number of workers in localised
investments is about 55,000,
compared to nearly 50,000
workers at the end of 2022, rep-
resenting a 10% increase.

OPEC+ members extend additional
voluntary output cuts for two months

Vienna, Austria - The OPEC+
countries have agreed to extend
their additional voluntary oil pro-
duction cuts of 2.2mn barrels per
day for two months until the end
of November 2024.

This came as these countries
that previously announced addi-
tional voluntary cuts in April and
November 2023, including the
United Arab Emirates, Saudi
Arabia, Russia, Irag, Kuwait,
Kazakhstan, Algeria, and Oman,
held a virtual meeting on Thurs-
day, during which the eight
member countries emphasised
their collective resolve to ensure
full compliance with the volun-
tary production adjustments.

In recognition of this strength-
ened resolve and renewed firm
commitment, the eight partici-
pating countries have agreed to
extend their additional voluntary
production cuts of 2.2mn barrels
per day for two months until the
end of November 2024, after
which these cuts will be gradually
phased out on a monthly basis

starting December 1, 2024, with
the flexibility to pause or reverse
the adjustments as necessary.

The overproducing countries
also reconfirmed their commit-
ment that the entire overpro-
duced volume will be fully
compensated for by September
2025.

In August 2024, Saudi Arabia,
Russia, the United Arab Emi-
rates, Kuwait, Algeria, and
Oman, conducted two ministe-
rial discussions with Iragq and

Kazakhstan. Both countries were
urged to achieve full conformity
and compensate for the overpro-
duced volumes since January
2024,

Irag and Kazakhstan commit-
ted to engage with secondary
sources to outline their plans for
production adjustments to
achieve compliance and meet
the compensation schedules
they submitted to the OPEC Sec-
retariat on 22nd August.

The group includes Iraq and

Kazakhstan, who have overpro-
duced since January 2024, but
have strongly reaffirmed their
commitment to the agreement
and to their compensation
schedules submitted to the OPEC
Secretariat as agreed under the
53rd meeting of the JMMC on
April 3,2024.

Irag and Kazakhstan rein-
forced their commitment during
the OPEC Secretary General's
visits in late August, conducted in
coordination with Saudi Arabia's
Minister of Energy and the Chair-
man of the OPEC and non-OPEC
Ministerial Meetings. During
those visits, the OPEC Secretariat
organised workshops with the
secondary sources where both
countries provided extensive de-
tails on the immediate and con-
crete  measures they are
implementing to achieve full con-
formity with the required produc-
tion levels and to meet their
compensation schedules for Au-
gust and for September.

WAM

Muzn Islamic Banking reinforces commitment to sharia'a compliance

Muscat - Muzn Islamic Banking,
the Islamic banking window of
National Bank of Oman (NBO),
conducted its second Shari'a Su-
pervisory Board (SSB) meeting
of 2024. This event gathered
sharia’a board members, reaf-
firming Muzn's unwavering
commitment to sharia'a compli-
ance in its financial solutions.
Present at the meeting were
the esteemed members of the
Shari'a  Supervisory Board,

chaired by Mufti Dr Muham-
mad Zubair Usmani, accompa-
nied by H H Al-Sayyid Dr

Adham al Said, Sheikh Dr Ab-
dulRahman al-Saadi, and Sheikh
Dr Saleh Nasser al Kharusi.

Amal Bahwan, Chairperson
of the NBO Board of Directors,
and Padmanabhan Ananthan, a

member of the NBO Board of
Directors also attended the
meeting.

Salima | Marzoogqi, Chief Is-
lamic Banking Officer at NBO,
said, “Cultivating the principles
of sharia'a in our financial solu-
tions is at the core of Muzn's
mission. Our second Shari‘a Su-
pervisory Board meeting of the
year 2024 signifies our enduring
dedication to fostering the Is-
lamic finance sector's growth in
Oman. By collaborating with our
esteemed Shari'a Supervisory
Board members, we are actively

shaping the future of Islamic
banking, ensuring our products
and services align with the high-
est standards of sharia'a compli-
ance. We remain dedicated to
delivering seamless solutions
whilst always putting our cus-
tomers' values first."

Muzn stands at the forefront
of the Islamic banking sector, of-
fering competitive and qualita-
tive financial solutions that align
with sharia'a values.



SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 08, 2024 | MUSCAT DAILY | 05

US unemployment falls to 4.2%,
labour market cools in August

Josh Schafer

The US economy added fewer
jobs than expected in August
while the unemployment rate
ticked lower.

Data from the Bureau of Labor
Statistics released Friday showed
the laboir market added 142,000
non-farm payroll jobs in August,
fewer additions than the 165,000
expected by economists.

Meanwhile, the unemploy-
ment rate fell to 4.2% from 4.3%
in July. August job additions
came in higher than the revised
89,000 added in July. Overall, re-
visions to the June and July
labour reports showed the US
economy added 86,000 fewer
jobs than initially reported in
those months. Wage growth, an
important measure for gauging
inflation pressures, rose to 3.8%
year over year, up from a 3.6%
annual gain in July. On a monthly
basis, wages increased 0.4%,
higher than the 0.2% seen the
month prior.

Capital Economics chief North
America economist Paul Ash-
worth wrote in a note to clients
that the August jobs report is
"still consistent with an economy
experiencing a soft landing rather
than plummeting into recession."

Friday's report comes amid an
ongoing debate over how
severely the Fed should cut inter-
est rates at its meeting later this

US labour market added 142,000 non-farm payroll jobs in August

month. During a late August
speech, Federal Reserve Chair
Jerome Powell said the cooling in
the labor market has been "un-
mistakeable" and added that the

central bank does not "seek or
welcome further cooling in labor
market conditions."

Data released earlier this week
indicated further signs of slowing

in the job market. ADP's National
Employment Report for August
showed private payrolls in the US
added 99,000 jobs during the
month, well below economists'

estimates for 145,000 and fewer
than the 122,000 jobs added in
July. The August data marked the
fifth straight month payroll addi-
tions had slowed from the month
prior. Meanwhile, data out
Wednesday showed July ended
with the lowest amount of job
openings in the US labour market
since January 2021.

Still, some economists argue

that signs of strength within Fri-
day's jobs report are enough to
prompt the Fed to cut interest
rates by 25 basis points at its up-
coming September meeting
rather than making a larger 50
basis point cut.

“The overall solid gain in Au-
gust payrolls, the retreat in the
unemployment rate, and pop in
average hourly earnings are not
likely enough for Fed officials to
start the rate cutting cycle with
50bps reduction on September
18,” Nationwide chief economist
Kathy Bostjancic wrote in a note
to clients on Friday.

But Bostjancic added that the
downward revisions to payroll
additions in prior months, as well
as current job gains coming from
a narrow group of sectors, "un-
derscore that the labor market is
losing steam rather quickly." This,
Bostjancic argues, could open the
door for the Fed to cut rates by
50 basis points at one of its
meetings this year.

The market agrees, with
traders pricing in more than 100
basis points of cuts from the Fed
this year, per Bloomberg data. As
of Friday morning, markets were
pricing in a 45% chance the Fed
cuts rates by 50 basis points by
the end of its September meeting,
up from a 30% chance seen a
week prior per the CME Fed-
Watch Tool.

(Source: Yahoo Finance)

Eurozone Q2
GDP growth
revised lower

Brussels, Belgium - Gross do-
mestic product (GDP) in both
the eurozone and the European
Union (EU) grew 0.2% quarter-
on-quarter in April-June, slightly
lower than initial estimates of a
0.3% rise, according to final
reading released on Friday.

The figure eased from 0.3%
growth in the first quarter, Euro-
stat data showed.

Poland (up 1.5%) recorded the
largest GDP growth in the second
quarter compared to the previous
period, followed by Greece (up
11%) and the Netherlands (up
1.0%). GDP contracted in Ireland
(by 1.0%), Latvia (by 0.9%) and
Austria (by 0.4%).

Government spending rose
0.6% while household consump-
tion ticked down 0.1% and in-
vestment dropped 2.2% in the
same period.

On an annual basis, GDP
growth was confirmed at 0.6%
in the euro area and 0.8% in the
EU in second quarter of this year.

The eurozone represents
member states that use the sin-
gle currency - the euro - while
the EU includes all member
countries of the bloc.

Agencies

India's foreign
exchange reserves
reach $684bn

New Delhi, India - India's foreign
exchange reserves increased by
$2.299bn, reaching a fresh
record high of $683.987bn, dur-
ing the week that ended on Au-
gust 30, according to data
released by the Reserve Bank of
India on Friday. The previous
record high was $681.688bn.

India's reserves have been on
an upward trend for some time.
In 2024 alone, they have risen by
over $60bn cumulatively. This
buffer of foreign exchange re-
serves helps insulate domestic
economic activity from global
shocks.

According to the latest data
from the RBI, India's foreign cur-
rency assets (FCA), the largest
component of forex reserves,
rose by $1.485bn to
$599.037bn.

Gold reserves during the week
increased by $862mn, bringing
the total to $61.859bn. As per
estimates, India's foreign ex-
change reserves are now suffi-
cient to cover about a year of
projected imports.

In the calendar year 2023,
India added about $58bn to its
foreign exchange reserves. In

contrast, India's forex reserves
saw a cumulative decline of
$71bn in 2022.

Forex reserves are assets held
by a nation's central bank or
monetary authority. These are
generally held in reserve curren-
cies, typically the US dollar and,
to a lesser extent, the Euro,
Japanese yen, and pound ster-
ling. The RBI closely monitors the
foreign exchange markets and
intervenes only to maintain or-
derly market conditions, aiming
to contain excessive volatility in
the exchange rate without refer-
ence to any pre-determined tar-
get level or band.

The RBI frequently intervenes
in the market through liquidity
management, including the sale
of dollars, to prevent a steep de-
preciation of the rupee.

ANI

China-Africa cooperation gains momentum

Beijing, China - China-Africa
economic and trade cooperation
continues to gather momentum
driven by a slew of concrete
plans unveiled at the 2024 Sum-
mit of the Forum on China-Africa
Cooperation (FOCAC) in Beijing.

During the summit, China said
that, in the next three years, the
country will work with Africa to
implement 10 partnership ac-
tions for modernisation to
deepen China-Africa coopera-
tion and spearhead the Global
South modernisation.

The 10 partnership actions
cover areas of mutual learning
among civilizations, trade pros-
perity, industrial chain coopera-
tion, connectivity, development
cooperation, health, agriculture
and livelihoods, people-to-peo-
ple and cultural exchanges,
green development and com-
mon security.

Mwangi Woachira, former
World Bank economist and advi-
sor to the Kenyan government,
said in an interview with Xinhua
that he has long taken note of the
China-Africa industrial chain co-
operation.

Woachira expected Africa to
expand its supply chains to feed
factories across the continent.

He envisaged a future in
which many of these factories
would feature collaboration be-
tween Chinese and African en-

Chinese President Xi Jinping (front) delivers a speech during the opening ceremony of the Forum on

China-Africa Cooperation summit in Beijing

trepreneurs, as well as govern-
ments, producing consumer
goods for the up-and-coming
African middle class.

Zhang Shaogang, deputy di-

rector of the China Council for
the Promotion of International
Trade, attended the eighth Con-
ference of Chinese and African
Entrepreneurs held in Beijing on

Friday. He said that China and
Africa's industrial and supply
chains complement each other
strongly, offering vast opportuni-
ties for cooperation.

"The potential for China-
Africa cooperation in emerging
fields such as the digital econ-
omy, green development and ar-
tificial intelligence is immense,"
he said.

Janson Huang, chairman of
the Sino-Tanzania Industrial

Park, who also attended the con-
ference, said that promoting the
integration of industrial and sup-
ply chains between China and
Africa will bring significant eco-
nomic benefits to both sides.

"African countries can learn
from China's experience in man-
ufacturing and technology, and
enhance their own industrialisa-
tion and production capacity,"
Huang said, adding that "deeper
integration of supply chains will
help reduce logistics costs, in-
crease trade efficiency, and pro-
mote African products in the
global market."

He also expected China-
Africa cooperation to drive in-
frastructure development in
Africa, attract more investment,
and create more jobs locally.

"Modernisation is a vision to
be achieved, but we need to put
in place a whole synergy of play-
ers and stakeholders from differ-
ent countries with a wealth of
experience," said Tchicaya
Nebert Gilmart Bienvenu, direc-
tor of cooperation under the
Ministry of Small and Medium-
sized Enterprises and Crafts of
the Republic of Congo.

"China has a wealth of experi-
ence, and putting it together with
that of Africa could produce
something interesting, even very
interesting," said the director.
Xinhua

London, UK - Crude oil prices fell
for the second consecutive trad-
ing day on Friday amid weak
economic data from both China
and the US this week.

The WTI futures price
dropped below $70 per barrel
for the first time since December
2023, while Brent futures
slumped to under $74 per barrel,
a level not seen in nine months.

Both benchmark oil futures
have plunged by more than 10%

since their recent highs on 27
August.

Risk-aversion sentiment has
also contributed to the down-
ward pressure on the oil market,
as the Nvidia-led tech selloff
caused global markets to tumble
on Tuesday.

Investors fled risky assets
amid rising recession fears, with
the CBOE Volatility Index,
known as the market's fear
gauge, spiking above 20 - the

Oil prices sink to nine-month

highest level in a month.

In late August, oil prices
surged due to escalating military
conflict between Iran and Israel,
alongside production disrup-
tions in Libya, which also fuelled
the upsurge.

However, concerns of a wider
regional war have eased as re-
cession fears overshadowed
geopolitical tensions, and a po-
tential resolution to Libya's dis-
pute is expected to restore its oil

low amid

output.

Several disappointing data re-
leases from the US have sparked
concerns about deteriorating
economic conditions and a
weakening oil demand outlook.

The world's largest economy
reported a weaker-than-ex-
pected Manufacturing Purchas-
ing Manager Index (PMI),
indicating that factory activity
contracted for the fourth con-
secutive month in August.

On Wednesday, the JOLTS
job openings data also revealed
that the number of available jobs
fell to its lowest level since Jan-
uary 2021.

The worsening economic
data has significantly increased
the likelihood of a deeper rate
cut by the Federal Reserve next
month, causing the yield on 2-
year and 10-year US govern-
ment bonds to briefly reverse
their inversion for the second

global economic uncertainty

time since 2022.

Shorter-term  government
bond yields are more sensitive to
imminent interest rate move-
ments.

Historically, an economic re-
cession tends to occur when the
spread between the two bench-
mark US government bond
yields returns to positive terri-
tory after an inversion.

Furthermore, China, the
world's largest oil importer, re-

ported softer-than-expected
Manufacturing PMI over the
weekend, indicating that factory
production remained in contrac-
tion for the third straight month
in August.

China's Caixin Services PMI,
released on Wednesday, also
came in lower than expected,
suggesting  the  country's
economic recovery continues to
falter.

(Source: Eurozone.com)
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Abraj Energy, OPAL to launch HSE programme

Abraj Energy Services, Oman'’s
leading oil and gas services
provider, has announced its part-
nership with the Oman Energy
Association (OPAL) to launch
the HSE Practitioner Programme.

The groundbreaking initiative
aimed at advancing health,
safety, and environmental stan-
dards in the energy sector.

A memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) has been inked
by Saif al Hamhami, CEO of
Abraj Energy Services, and Mo-
hammed al Naabi, CEO of OPAL.

The collaborative partnership
marks a significant step toward
enhancing industry standards
and aligns with Abraj Energy Ser-
vices' commitment to fostering
in-country value.

By advancing Oman'’s strate-
gic development priorities, Abraj
is dedicated to enhancing local
capabilities and contributing to
the sustainable growth of
Oman'’s social and economic de-
velopment, a release stated.

Commenting on the MoU,
Abraj CEO Hamhami said, “"Our
partnership with OPAL reflects
our shared commitment to build-
ing a safer and more sustainable
future for the energy sector. The
HSE Practitioner Programme will
not only develop skilled profes-
sionals but also align with Oman

Vision 2040 by fostering opera-
tional excellence and sustainable
growth.”

OPAL CEO Naabi said that
the Oman Energy Association is

thrilled to collaborate with Abraj
Energy Services on this impor-
tant initiative. “The MoU signed
today highlights our dedication
to empowering the next genera-

tion of energy professionals with
the knowledge and best prac-
tices essential for advancing
safety and efficiency in our in-
dustry.”

Over the next 18 months, 32
candidates will receive practical
training at Infitech, Abraj's train-
ing centre. The programme will
focus on providing these future

professionals with the essential
skills and knowledge to excel in
the energy sector.

The HSE Practitioner Pro-
gramme aligns with Oman Vi-
sion 2040 by preparing future
Omani professionals to con-
tribute to the country's economic
development, drive innovation,
and support sustainability in the
energy sector.

Abraj Energy Services is proud
to contribute to Oman'’s strategic
objectives and looks forward to

the positive impact this program
will have on the energy industry
and the broader community.
Abraj Training Centre - In-
fitech - has a proven track record
of holding successful training
programmes that contribute to a
well-trained workforce in Oman.
To date, Infitech has completed
similar programs for 18 candi-
dates under the OPAL HSE Ap-
prenticeships program and 109
candidates in Electrical and Me-
chanical Engineering disciplines
in collaboration with major oil

and gas companies in the indus-
try.

These efforts demonstrate
our ongoing commitment to de-
veloping national talent and en-
hancing the capabilities of
Oman's workforce.

Founded in 2006, Abraj En-
ergy Services is Oman'’s fore-
most integrated energy
company, offering a comprehen-
sive range of onshore oil and gas
field services. With a commit-
ment to excellence, innovation,

and sustainability, Abraj aims to
enhance Oman's energy security
and contribute to its economic
growth.

The Oman Energy Associa-
tion (OPAL) is a prominent busi-
ness society in the Sultanate of
Oman. An NGO and a non-profit
organization focusing on the En-
ergy & Minerals sector, commit-
ted to advancing the
development of the energy sec-
tor in Oman through strategic
partnerships, training programs,
and knowledge sharing.

OTE announces ‘Win big with Chevrolet’

Chevrolet Oman has launched
its highly anticipated ‘Win Big
with Chevrolet’ campaign, offer-
ing customers a golden opportu-
nity to drive home not just a
brand-new Chevrolet but also a
chance to win up to RO15,000 in
cash prizes.

This campaign is centred on
providing outstanding deals
across a diverse range of Chevro-
let vehicles, each carefully crafted
to suit the distinct needs and
lifestyles of our customers.

'Whether you're seeking the
perfect blend of practicality and
style with the Groove, the spa-
cious luxury of the Tahoe for fam-

ily trips, or the rugged power of
the Silverado for off-road excur-
sions, Chevrolet has something
extraordinary for every discern-
ing driver,’ an OTE statement
said. Alongside the thrilling raffle,
Chevrolet Oman is offering spe-
cial prices on select models,
making now the ideal time to
purchase a new vehicle.

For those who prioritise space
and luxury, the Chevrolet Tahoe
- starting from RO21,699 -deliv-
ers a refined and powerful driving
experience. It offers engine op-
tions of 53L/355HP and
6.2L/420HP, a 10-speed auto-
matic transmission, Magnetic

Ride Control, and the class's
coolest fridge, capable of cooling
down to -5 degrees

For families seeking the ulti-
mate XXXL SUV, the Chevrolet
Suburban is designed to accom-
modate with its expansive 8-
seater layout, robust
5.3L/355HP engine, and a suite
of premium features, including a
15" Head-Up Display and 12.6"
rear-seat entertainment screens.

Starting from RO8,888, the
Chevrolet Captiva is a versatile
7-seater offering ample space at
an affordable price. It is equipped
with modern features like a10.2"
touchscreen with Apple CarPlay

and Android Auto.

The Chevrolet Groove, a sub-
compact SUV starting from
RO7,559, perfectly balances
economy and comfort. It comes
with features such as a
panoramic sunroof, 6 airbags,
and advanced safety technolo-
gies like Hill Start Assist and
Electronic Stability Control.

Priced from RO17,599*, the
Chevrolet Silverado is a true
powerhouse, offering engine op-
tions up to 6.2L/420HP, a 10-
speed automatic transmission,
and best-in-class towing capabil-
ities. Redefining urban perfor-
mance, the Chevrolet Blazer

combines sleek design with
strong performance, featuring a
3.6L/310HP engine, 9-speed au-
tomatic transmission, and a
range of premium amenities, in-
cluding ventilated leather seats
and a panoramic sunroof.

Chevrolet Oman invites all
customers to visit their nearest
showroom and take advantage
of this limited-time offer.
Whether you are looking for lux-
ury, power, or practicality,
Chevrolet has a vehicle to suit
every need. In addition, with the
chance to win big, there's never
been a better time to purchase a
Chevrolet.

Oman International Hospital gets TECNIS PureSee

Oman International Hospital has
launched the TECNIS PureSee
Intraocular Lens (I0L) implant,
marking the first time this cut-
ting-edge technology available in
the sultanate.

'As one of the first centres in
the Middle East to offer this ad-
vanced lens, we are setting new
standards in cataract surgery
and vision correction, providing
patients with unparalleled visual
clarity and quality,’ it stated.

The TECNIS PureSee IOL is
designed to enhance patient out-
comes by delivering several key
benefits such as uninterrupted
high-quality vision, low visual
symptoms, enhanced contrast
and low-light performance, high
tolerance to refractive error, be-
side others.

With this lens, patients can
enjoy exceptional distance and
intermediate vision, along with

functional near vision, greatly re-
ducing their dependence on
spectacles.

The TECNIS PureSee IOL of-
fers minimal visual disturbances,
such as halos, glares, and star-
bursts, making it comparable to

a monofocal IOL in terms of
comfort.

The lens provides superior
contrast sensitivity and excellent
vision even in low-light condi-
tions, improving overall visual
satisfaction.

Surgeons benefit from the
lens's ease of use, while patients
experience consistent and reli-
able visual outcomes.

Dr Ahmed al Maskari, Senior
Consultant Ophthalmologist and
Head of the Ophthalmology De-

partment at Oman International
Hospital, stated, “The introduc-
tion of the TECNIS PureSee IOL
is a testament to our commit-
ment to providing world-class
eye care to our patients. This ad-
vanced lens technology will sig-
nificantly improve the quality of
life for our cataract patients, of-
fering them clearer vision and
greater independence.”

Marcelo Pereira, CEO of
Oman International Hospital,
added, "We are thrilled to be at
the forefront of bringing such in-
novative technology to Oman.
The launch of the TECNIS Pure-
See |OL is part of our ongoing
mission to deliver the highest
standards of healthcare in the re-
gion. We believe that by adopt-
ing the latest advancements in
medical technology, we can con-
tinue to set new benchmarks in
patient care and outcomes.”

BankDhoftar begins
podcast to promote
financial literacy

BankDhofar is proud to an-
nounce the launch of a new
podcast series in collaboration
with Hala FM, marking a sig-
nificant step toward enhanc-
ing financial literacy and
raising community awareness
about the growing threat of fi-
nancial fraud.

This initiative aligns with
the bank's commitment to
empowering customers and
fostering a financially in-
formed society.

As the world becomes in-
creasingly digital, financial
fraud has emerged as a press-
ing concern. Recent reports in-
dicate that financial fraud
incidents in the Middle East
have surged by over 20% in
the past two years, with online
scams, phishing attacks, and
advance fee schemes being
the most common. The con-
sequences extend beyond fi-
nancial loss, eroding trust and
disrupting the lives of victims.

Raising awareness is one of
the most effective strategies
to combat fraud. When indi-
viduals are educated about
the tactics used by fraudsters,
they are better prepared to
recognise and prevent poten-
tial scams.

The podcast series will
debut on Sunday, at 7pm on
Hala FM (102.7 FM) with its
first episode focused on fraud
prevention. Featuring Salim
Marzooq al Mushaifri, Unit
Head of the Anti-Fraud De-
partment at BankDhofar, the

episode will cover several top-
ics, including ‘Understanding
Fraud’ and ‘Common Fraud
Tactics.

‘Understanding Fraud' topic
will give an overview of what
constitutes fraud and why it is
a growing threat; while the
section on ‘Common Fraud
Tactics' will give insights into
fraudsters' methods, such as
phishing, fake websites, and
fraudulent calls.

‘Practical Tips' will offer ad-
vice on protecting personal in-
formation, avoiding clicking on
suspicious links, and safe-
guarding against transferring
money to unknown entities.

This podcast series exem-
plifies the power of public-pri-
vate partnerships in
promoting financial literacy.
Through collaboration with
Hala FM, BankDhofar is reach-
ing a wider audience and mak-
ing critical fraud prevention
information accessible to all.

Awareness campaigns like
this are essential in educating
the public about financial risks
and providing practical guid-
ance on protecting personal
information and finances.

BankDhofar urged people
to take proactive steps to
safeguard their financial well-
being. By tuning in to this pod-
cast series, listeners can gain
valuable insights and learn
how to avoid falling victim to
fraud, helping build a more se-
cure and financially savvy
community.
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Bank Muscat celebrates branch relocation

Bank Muscat, the leading finan-
cial service provider in the Sul-
tanate of Oman, officially
celebrated the relocation of its
branch in Falaj Daris, known as
Marfa Daris previously, in the
wilayat of Nizwa.

With the aim of providing the
best banking services and facili-
ties that meet the needs of val-
ued customers and provide a
unique banking experience, the
bank chose the new location, the
bank stated.

This development was cele-
brated in a ceremony under the
auspices of Sheikh Saleh bin
Dhiyab al Rubaie, wali of Nizwa,
and in the presence of senior of-
ficials and customers from the
bank, it added.

It is noteworthy that Bank
Muscat has 4 branches in Nizwa
catering to the needs of its wide
base of customers in the wilayat.

The relocated branch is char-
acterized by its modern design
and its large space that gives
customers a distinctive banking
experience. It is equipped with
cutting-edge devices that allow
customers to complete their
banking transactions in a com-
fortable atmosphere.

Falaj Daris branch is located in
a well-serviced and unique area.
It has a centre for Asalah Priority
Banking customers manned by
relationship mangers to process
transactions efficiently in no time.

The branch also offers dedi-
cated services, including Baituna
for Home loans and Najahi Busi-
ness Banking center, and safe de-
posit lockers. The branch is also
designed to facilitate access of
people with disabilities to all
branch services, including ATMs
and CDM:s, as part of Bank Mus-
cat's strategy to provide a unique
banking experience to all seg-
ments of society.

The services provided by the

branch can be availed during
weekdays from Sunday to Thurs-
day starting from eight in the
morning until two noon.
Speaking on the occasion
Taya Eid Bait Sabeea, Deputy
General Manager Interior Re-
gions, Bank Muscat, said: “We
are pleased about the relocation
of this branch which comes as a
complement to the series of re-
locations and inaugurations of
branches across different gover-

norates. Bank Muscat's strategy
regarding developing branches
indicates the tireless efforts of
the Bank to bring banking ser-
vices closer to customers while
providing a comfortable environ-
ment for completing banking
transactions.

“The bank will continue to
open more modern, spacious,
technologically-equipped
branches to meet the needs of
the bank's growing customer

base and go in line with the bank-
ing trends.”

Over the past period, Bank
Muscat inaugurated a new
branch in Sahalnoot in the
wilayat of Salalah and relocated
its Jalaan Bani Bu Ali branch in
South Shargiya governorate.
Multiple inaugurations of new
branched also occurred in differ-
ent locations across Oman such
as Suhar, Seeb, Sinaw, and Am-
erat.

The bank’s branch network
constitutes a significant channel
to communicate with customers
and provide them with the vari-
ous banking services.

As the leading financial ser-
vices provider in the Sultanate of
Oman, Bank Muscat has an ex-
tensive branch network of 185
branches and more than 860 de-
vices, including ATMs and
CDMs, distributed throughout
the country. Thanks to this

strong and extensive network,
Bank Muscat is the first choice
for a large number of customers.

The bank also plays a key role
in promoting financial inclusion
through its innovative products.
It is constantly updating its digi-
tal channels to enhance cus-
tomers’ banking experience.

As of now, a large number of
customers benefit from a wide
range of services offered through
digital channels.

Lexus LX SUV: Engineered for
a perfect driving experience

Lexus’ powerful LX SUV is the
epitome of prowess and finesse,
said a press statement, calling
upon people to ‘embark on an
exhilarating journey with fine
Japanese craftsmanship comple-
menting the taste of true luxury
enthusiasts; the LX enables
deeper and more
control'.

It said that one can enjoy per-
fect experiences while off-road-
ing or cruising through highways,
while discovering endless possi-
bilities with LX's two powertrain
options. The first LX60O0 variant
boasts a 3.5-litre petrol engine
producing 409 hp and up to
66.28kg of torque.

Whereas, the V6 twin-turbo
engine 3.5-litre diesel variant is
capable of 302hp and up to 71.38
kg of torque paired with a stan-
dard 10-speed automatic trans-
mission. With its incredible
power and remarkable style the
LX is built to tackle tricky terrains.

The pinnacle in luxury can be
experienced with Lexus' stunning
cabin, which is enhanced by in-
novative technology features.
Based on the Japanese concept

intuitive

of Tazuna, the cockpit design
emphasises keeping the driver's
attention on the road while
drawing important information
on the screen.

High-tech features of the
AWD include a 12.3-inch multi-
media touchscreen display com-
patible with Apple CarPlay and
Android Auto and a lower 7-inch
display for navigation, audio, cli-
mate controls, and other driver
support functions.

Its head-up display is an 8"
colour Multi-information Display
(MID), while a wireless smart-

phone charging tray has been
placed for seamless connectivity.
Inside temperature can be ad-
justed to one's liking with the 4-
zone automatic climate control
system with rear control
switches for the back passen-
gers. ‘Lexus LX creates the per-
fect balance between elegance
and power’, the company stated.

The built-in Lexus Safety Sys-
tem+ enables peace of mind, the
company further stated, adding
that some of LX's noteworthy
safety features comprise an up-
graded Pre-Collision System and

advanced speed control systems
such as the Full-Speed Dynamic
Radar Cruise Control with Curve
Speed Reduction that maintains
speed and vehicle balance during
tricky curves.

Additionally, the drivers also
benefit from Lane Tracing Alert,
Lane Departure Alert, and Adap-
tive High-Beam System.

Moving up a notch, the LX
Grandeur model boasts exclu-
sive interior features, including
two large heated rear seats with
ventilation, massage and recline
option, a Rear Seat Entertain-
ment (RSE) system with an 11.6-
inch anti-reflective screen, and
built-in ottoman leg support.

One will command attention
on the road with LX Sport Edi-
tion, specially curated for sports
luxury enthusiasts, so feel many.

The high-end Lexus cars have
options such as 4, 5 and 7-seater
with the premium range of SUVs,
HEVs, sedans, and coupes up for
people to grab and become a
Lexus owner to experience spe-
cial privileges and support from
our professional sales staff, the
statement added.

Kerala Engineers Family holds
Techno Fest 2024 in city hotel

The Kerala Engineers Family
(KEF) hosted Techno Fest 2024
at the Sheraton Hotel Oman on
August 24, a release stated.

This premier event brought
together industry leaders, engi-
neers, and technology enthusi-
asts to showcase the latest
advancements and innovations
in the field.

KEF is a vibrant organisation
comprising engineers of Kerala
origin residing in Oman. KEF is
dedicated to fostering profes-
sional growth, knowledge shar-
ing, and camaraderie among its
members, while also contribut-
ing to the broader community
through  various initiatives.
Techno Fest 2024 is one such

initiative aimed at promoting
technological innovation and col-
laboration.

The event was inaugurated by
H E Amit Narang, Ambassador
of India to the Sultanate of
Oman, whose presence, along
with other distinguished guests,
highlighted the event's signifi-
cance.

The dignitaries included Dr P
Mohammed Ali, Founder of Gal-
far Engineering and Contracting;
Mohiyudeen, Vice Chairman of
Galfar Engineering and Contract-
ing; Hammoud Salem al Saadi,
Vice Chairman of the Oman
Chamber of Commerce; and
Ananth, Director of Lulu Group.

Techno Fest 2024 featured an

impressive array of technical ex-
hibition stalls, where cutting-
edge technologies and
innovations were on display.

This platform allowed compa-
nies to present their latest prod-
ucts and services, offering
attendees a glimpse into the fu-
ture of technology.

The event also included in-
sightful presentations from lead-
ing companies, including the
Ministry of Housing and Urban
Planning, where industry leaders
shared their expertise and vision
for the future.

Topics ranged from emerging
technologies to industry trends,
providing valuable knowledge to
all participants.

Marafig wins Energy Efficiency Excellence Award in Dubai ceremony

Marafiq won the Energy Effi-
ciency Excellence Award at the
Sustainability Innovation
Awards, where Abdullah al
Hashimi, Managing Director of
Marafig, was named ‘Sustain-
ability Leader of the Year 2024'.

These awards were given at a
ceremony organised by BNC
Publishing in Dubai, UAE, a re-
lease stated.

This accolade highlights the
company's exceptional efforts in
advancing energy efficiency
within its operations, reinforcing
its unwavering commitment to
sustainability and Oman Vision
2040. Rooted in its comprehen-
sive ESG (environmental, social,
and governance)
roadmap, Marafig has positioned
itself as a leader in environmental
stewardship, social responsibility,
and governance excellence.

A key aspect of their strategy
includes pioneering green energy
initiatives, such as of the phasing

out of diesel-powered plants.
These efforts are integral to
Oman'’s transition towards a

low-carbon economy, in line with
the Net Zero 2050 initiative and
promoting sustainable develop-

ment.
Moreover, Marafiq's efforts
include cutting-edge energy effi-

ciency measures like utilizing
brine/reject water pressure en-
ergy, which reduces power con-
sumption and emissions. The
installation of efficient equip-
ment and solar panels further
supports sustainable develop-
ment and enhances overall en-
ergy efficiency.

The sustainability efforts
showcase a commitment to en-
ergy efficiency through innova-
tive practices and
comprehensive frameworks. At
the Marafig RO Plant in Dugm,
we harness brine/reject water
pressure energy to reduce power
consumption by nearly 57.75 per
cent, lowering emissions and op-
erational costs significantly.

This approach minimises the
specific power needed to pro-
duce water from 7.1 kWh to 3
kWh per cubic metre, resulting in

substantial cost savings and re-
duced environmental impact.

Concurrently, Marafiq has ad-
vanced its ESG framework by es-
tablishing a dedicated
Sustainability and Value Cre-
ation function, enhancing local
awareness, and supporting com-
munity initiatives.

At the DPC Plant, energy effi-
ciency is further advanced
through the adoption of efficient
electrical equipment, solar panel
installations.

These efforts collectively
highlight a dedication to reducing
energy consumption, minimizing
emissions, and fostering sustain-
able development.

In addition to the company's
achievements, Abdullah al
Hashimi, MD of Marafig, was
honoured with the Sustainability
Leader of the Year award.
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Hanoi, Vietnam - The powerful
Typhoon Yagi reached Vietnam
on Saturday, after killing two
people and injuring 92 others in
China.

In Vietnam, the super ty-
phoon brought wind speeds ex-
ceeding 149kph (92mph), state
media reported, uprooting thou-
sands of trees and sweeping
ships and boats out to sea.

Yagi made landfall in the
southern Chinese island of
Hainan the day before.

The storm lashed ‘Hainan
with heavy rain and gusty winds,
leaving at least two dead and 92

injured’, Chinese state-run news
agency Xinhua said, citing local
authorities.

How has Yagi
affected Hainan?
Yagi packed maximum sus-
tained winds of some 234kph
(145mph) near its centre when
it made landfall, plucking trees
and flooding roads. It caused
power outages in over 800,000
households. Some 420,000
Hainan residents were relocated
before the storm reached the
Chinese coast.

Yagi paralysed the island of

Over 800,000 households suffered power outages due to Typhoon Yagi

Typhoon Yagi hits Vietnam after killing two people in China

over 10mn people on Saturday,
as all public transportation links
remained broken. The tourist is-
land’s main airport in Haikou
was closed until 3pm (0700
GMT) on Saturday, state broad-
caster CCTV reported.

In the neighbouring Guang-
dong province, over 574,000
residents were evacuated before
the storm made a second land-
fall in the province's Xuwen
County on Friday night.

Over 270 people sought
refuge at Hong Kong's tempo-
rary government shelters on Fri-
day. Yagi also caused the

cancellation of over 100 flights in

the city.
On Saturday, as the typhoon
moved further away from

Haikou, the city's meteorological
observatory downgraded its ty-
phoon signal from red to orange.

Chinese meteorological au-
thorities said the storm has
slightly eased to Category 3 ty-
phoon from Category 4, coming
in at 187kph (116mph).

On Saturday afternoon (local
time) it reached Vietnam mak-
ing landfall in Hai Phong and
Quang Ninh provinces.

DW

Fugitive
ex-mayor
returns to
Philippines

Manila, The Philippines -
Alice Guo, a former mayor
who went on the run after
she was accused of links to
Chinese organised crime,
has returned to the Philip-
pines, where she is ex-
pected to face the Senate in
connection of the case, Al
Jazeera reported.

Guo, dressed in an or-
ange T-shirt with ‘detainee’
marked on it and wearing a
black face mask, touched
down in Manila in the early
hours of Friday morning.

Philippine media re-
ported that Guo travelled
on a chartered jet from
Jakarta, where she was ar-
rested for immigration of-
fences earlier this week. She
was also accompanied by
Interior Secretary Benhur
Abalos and Philippine Na-
tional Police chief, General
Rommel Francisco Marbil.

Speaking to media after
her arrival, she said she had
been the target of death
threats. She spent most of
the time with her back to
the media and looking at
the wall.

Abalos promised to pro-
vide security for the former
mayor but urged her to
speak out.

“Disclose all the names
in order to serve justice, and
so all this ends. That is the
only way we can help her,”
he said.

ANI

Rohingya Muslims risk losing
homeland, says rights activist

Intervention by international organisations is being cited as a crucial step for Rohingyas

Istanbul, Turkey - Rohingya Mus-
lims face the risk of losing their
homeland if the international
community fails to address the
issue, according to one observer.

Rohingya rights activist and
co-founder of the Free Rohingya
Coalition, Nay San Lwin, said that
following forced displacements in
Rakhine State, there are approxi-
mately 600,000 Rohingya Mus-
lims in the region, with estimates
suggesting that 10,000 were
forced to seek refuge in
Bangladesh last week.

“If the international commu-
nity fails to resolve this issue once
again, we will lose our homeland.
The most critical issue is im-
punity. The Myanmar army has
been acting with impunity since
1978," he said in an interview
with Anadolu, where he assessed
the role of international organisa-
tions in addressing the issues
faced by the Rohingya commu-
nity.

Lwin noted that there are on-
going international court cases
concerning the atrocities faced
by the Rohingya community, but
the duration of these cases re-
mains uncertain.

He emphasised that a crucial
step for the Rohingya Muslim
community would be interven-
tion by international organisa-
tions, a resolution by the UN
Security Council, or the formation
of an international coalition to as-
sist the Rohingya.

Half of the remaining Rohingya - 300,000 people in Buthidaung and Maungdaw - would be forced to flee to Bangladesh, the rights activist warned

NAY SAN LWIN

If there is no intervention, the
violence could escalate beyond
the 2,000 to 2,500 deaths re-

ported in the last three to four
months, warned Lwin.
He added that half of the re-

maining Rohingya - 300,000
people in Buthidaung and
Maungdaw - would be forced to
flee to Bangladesh.

“If we lose these two towns,
we will have no place to return to.
Everything depends on the inter-
national community,” he said. "It
is up to them to decide how to
protect the Rohingya and how to
ensure their return to their home-

land.”

Since last November, the
Myanmar Army and the Arakan
Army, a Buddhist militant group,
have used areas inhabited by Ro-
hingya Muslims as conflict zones,
Lwin noted.

He said the Arakan Army's ef-
forts to control the entire region
have led to continued displace-
ment, mass killings, atrocities,

and human rights violations, leav-
ing the population with no access
to services such as humanitarian
aid and health care.

Lwin noted that in 2017, the
Myanmar Army burned 400 vil-
lages, sexually assaulted hun-
dreds of women, and even
burned and killed infants.

He said neither the Myanmar
Army nor the Arakan Army
shows any intention of improving
conditions for the people, making
international intervention the
only hope for the community.

Lwin emphasised that
Bangladesh, where Rohingya
refugees have sought asylum due
to attacks by the Myanmar
Army, must persuade the inter-
national community to lead the
repatriation process. He warned
that if Bangladesh fails to achieve
that goal, the Rohingya will be
forced to remain in Bangladesh
until the situation changes.

Lwin explained that the
600,000 Rohingya living in
Myanmar are in two different
conditions. About 130,000 are in
camps, which he described as
barbed-wire-enclosed, surveil-
lance-tower-equipped detention
centres.

He noted that the remaining
Rohingya struggle to survive in
conditions resembling open-air
prisons, with the situation wors-
ening, particularly in areas con-
trolled by the Arakan Army.
Anadolu Agency

Boeing’s beleaguered Starliner
lands on Earth without crew

Washington, D.C., US - The Boe-
ing-produced Starliner left the In-
ternational Space Station (ISS) on
Friday, landing back on Earth in
the early hours of Saturday, with-
out the astronauts who rode up
on the spacecraft.

The Starliner autonomously
undocked from the space station
at 6:04pm Eastern Time (2204
GMT). Shortly after undocking,
Starliner performed a powerful
‘breakout burn’ to quickly move
away from the station to avoid a
collision.

This manoeuvre would have
been unnecessary if Starliner had
a crew on board, as they would
be able to manually control the
ship.

The empty spacecraft landed
gently at White Sands Space Har-
bor in New Mexico at 0401 GMT.

What happened to the
spacecraft?

After years of delays, Starliner
blasted off in June for what was
supposed to be a week-long test
mission before it could finally be

Starliner returns to Earth without crew

certified to ferry crews to and
from the ISS. But unexpected en-
gine failures and helium leaks on
the way up derailed those plans.
NASA ultimately decided it would
be safer to bring astronauts Butch
Wilmore and Suni Williams back
on a rival craft, the SpaceX Crew
Dragon.

Two NASA astronauts have
been bumped off that flight so
that Wilmore and Williams can
return to earth.

Their stay was to last only a

week but now they have to wait
until February 2025to return.

As experienced astronauts and
retired Navy captains, Wilmore
and Williams expected hurdles on
the test flight. They've been busy
in space, helping with repairs and
experiments. The two are now
full-time station crew members,
along with the seven others on
board.

The Starliner will now be anal-
ysed for flaws and improved.
Steps will be taken to prevent he-
lium leaks and overheating of the
propulsion system.

The Starliner, built by Boeing, is
a partially reusable spacecraft
consisting of a crew capsule
about 3 metres high and a service
module.

Unlike the Crew Dragon vehi-
cle built by Elon Musk's SpaceX,
the Starliner lands on land instead
of water.

The landing feature is similar to
that of NASA's former workhorse,
the Space Shuttle, the last of
which was retired in 2011.

DW

US: Kamala Harris' campaign
raises $361mn in August

Washington. D.C., US - US Vice
President Kamala Harris' cam-
paign has so far raised a massive
US$36Tmn, which is around
thrice more than the US$130mn
raised by her Republican rival
Donald Trump, CNN reported,

This also gives Harris a whop-
ping US$404mn in cash reserves
for the final, two-month sprint to
Election Day, her campaign aides
announced on Friday.

The cash stockpiled across
Harris' affiliated committees tops
the US$295mn that Trump's
campaign said it had available in
its bank accounts. This under-
scores how much Harris’ historic
and late-breaking candidature
has energised donors and trans-
formed the 2024 race, according
to CNN. Notably, the US$361mn
is by far the best monthly haul for
either party this cycle.

At this rate, Harris is poised to
collect over US$1bn in the con-
densed campaign window be-
tween becoming the party’s de
facto nominee in late July and
Election Day. She has already

US Vice President Kamala Harris

raised more than US$615mn
since President Joe Biden ended
his re-election bid on July 21, her
campaign noted on Friday.

Last month’s haul also topped
the US$310mn that Harris and
Democrats raised in July and
came amid the fanfare of her an-
nouncing Minnesota Governor,
Tim Walz as her running mate
and formally accepting her
party's nomination at last
month's celebrity-studded
Chicago convention, which also
included appearances from Biden
and two of his White House pre-

decessors. The third strongest
grassroots fundraising day of the
campaign came on August 6 -
the day Harris announced Walz's
selection, campaign officials said.

The August haul does not best
the monthly fundraising record of
US$383mn set by the Biden-Har-
ris political operation in Septem-
ber 2020 at the height of that
presidential campaign.

The August totals announced
by Trump's team show his
fundraising pace has slowed -
with his election effort bringing in
slightly less last month than the
US$138.7mn it had collected in
July. Earlier, CNN had reported an
analysis of donations, which
showed that among the dona-
tions that exceeded US$200mn
this cycle found that some of
Trump's biggest fundraising days
came in May around his felony
conviction in New York, exceed-
ing even the amounts the cam-
paign reported collecting in July
during his party’s nominating
convention.

Anadolu Agency
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Israeli opposition leader urges

government to end Gaza war

Critics say
Netanyahu is
blocking the
deal out of
fear that his
government
might collapse

Jerusalem - Israeli opposition
leader Yair Lapid on Saturday
called for a deal with Hamas to
bring back Israeli captives from
Gaza and end the ongoing con-
flict. “Strike a deal, end the war,
fix the country,” Lapid, the leader
of the Yesh Atid party, said in a
brief post on X.

Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu says his military must re-
tain control over Gaza's southern
border area with Egypt - known
as the Philadelphi Corridor - a po-
sition that threatens to derail
ceasefire efforts.

Critics say Netanyahu is
blocking the deal out of fear that
his government might collapse.

Mickey Levy, a Knesset mem-
ber from Lapid's party, told Israeli
public radio on Saturday: “Until
May, the Philadelphi Corridor
wasn't even on the table.”

“The fear of the government
collapsing and fear of (far-right
National Security Minister Ita-
mar) Ben Gvir and (far-right Fi-
nance Minister Bezalel)
Smotrich, who have Netanyahu
by the throat, is what led to this
situation,” he added.

Levy warned that remaining in
control of the Philadelphi Corri-

Israeli opposition leader Yair Lapid in a post on X urged to ‘strike a deal, end the war, fix the country’

MICKEY LEVY

dor could lead to the needless

deaths of many Israeli soldiers.
A poll released by Israel's

Channel 12 on Friday night re-

vealed that 60 per cent of Israelis
believe that securing a deal to
bring back hostages from Gaza is
more important than holding

onto the Philadelphi Corridor.

Egypt, a mediator in the cease-
fire talks along with the US and
Qatar, has also demanded a
timeline for Israel's withdrawal
from the corridor.

Besides, Nadav Argaman, for-
mer head of Israel’s Shin Bet se-
curity agency, criticised
Benjamin Netanyahu for his in-
sistence on maintaining control
over the Philadelphi corridor
along the Gaza-Egypt border,

suggesting the prime minister’s
actions are motivated by a desire
to prevent his government from
collapsing.

In an interview with Channel
12 on Friday evening, Argaman,
who led the agency from 2016 to
2021, called for an immediate
halt to the war and a withdrawal
from Gaza, urging the return of
Israeli hostages.

Netanyahu has insisted for
weeks that his forces will not

withdraw from the Gaza-Egypt
border, a key demand of both
Hamas and Egypt in talks to
reach a ceasefire deal.

Argaman refuted Netanyahu's
recent claims about the signifi-
cance of the Philadelphi corridor
made during a press conference
earlier this week. Netanyahu says
weapons are being smuggled into
Gaza through this route.

Argaman countered that
‘there is no connection between
the weapons in Gaza and the
Philadelphi corridor'.

Netanyahu had argued that
once Israel relinquished control
over the Philadelphi corridor,
rockets, drones, and other
weaponry were smuggled into
Gaza.

Argaman dismissed these
claims, saying ‘the Philadelphi
corridor is only required for the
Netanyahu-Smotrich axis to pre-
serve this messianic and danger-
ous government’,

According to him, most of
Gaza's weaponry is self-pro-
duced by Hamas from materials
that enter the enclave as dual-use
items, such as agricultural fertil-
izers.

He advocated for a deal to re-
lease the hostages, acknowledg-
ing that it would be a painful
agreement involving the release
of prisoners, but deemed it nec-
essary. The former intel chief
suggested that Israel needs to
pursue a ceasefire, withdraw
from Gaza, and shift focus to the
northern front with Lebanon and
the West Bank, while forming a
regional and international alliance
against Iran.

Anadolu Agency

Africa CDC, WHO launch joint plan to combat mpox

Nairobi, Kenya - The Africa Cen-
tres for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (Africa CDC) and the
World Health Organization
(WHO) on Friday jointly
launched a continental plan to
scale up the response to the on-
going mpox outbreak in Africa.

The initiative, announced in
Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of
Congo, focuses on improving
surveillance, laboratory diagnos-
tics, and vaccination efforts to
curb the spread of the disease.

The plan emphasises collabo-
ration among African countries
to ensure that all nations are ad-
equately equipped to handle po-
tential outbreaks.

Jean Kaseya, Africa CDC Di-

rector General during the launch
noted that, ‘we are proud to
jointly launch this plan which
unites all stakeholders in a coor-
dinated approach to tackling the
mpox outbreaks across Africa’.

“This unified strategy ensures
that all partners are aligned on
common objectives, eliminating
duplication and maximizing im-
pact,” he added.

The Mpox Strategic Prepared-
ness and Response Plan, with a
budget of US$600mn, focuses
on both response and prepared-
ness across 29 Member States.

Matshidiso Moeti, WHO Re-
gional Director for Africa, noted
that it aims to strengthen surveil-
lance, laboratory testing, com-

Patients infected with mpox virus receive treatment at a medical facility in Nyiragongo, Kivu, DRC

munity engagement, and ensure
the availability of critical counter-
measures.

"By coming together we can
achieve more, and our collective
strength will carry us further, en-
suring that communities and in-
dividuals are protected from the
threat of this virus,” he said.

Congo on Thursday received
its first shipment of mpox vac-
cines to help curb the spread of
the virus in the epicentre of the
outbreak on the continent. The
WHO declared mpox a global
public health emergency on Au-
gust 14 and Africa CDC declared
it a Public Health Emergency of
Continental Security a day earlier.
Anadolu Agency

30 rockets
fired from
Lebanon hit
Upper Galilee

Jerusalem/Beirut - Israel
on Saturday said 30 rock-
ets were fired from
Lebanon, landing in open
areas in the Upper Galilee,
northern Israel.

In a statement, the Israeli
army said: “About 30 shells
were fired from Lebanon
and fell in the Metat area in
the Upper Galilee without
causing injuries.”

“Following airstrikes on
multiple rocket-launching
platforms last night (Fri-
day), Israeli fighter jets at-
tacked a Hezbollah
rocket-launch platform in
the Yater area (Bint Jbeil
District in southern
Lebanon) during the night,”
the army added.

Israeli private Channel 12
said the rockets fired from
Lebanon targeted the
Mount Meron illegal settle-
ment in northern Israel.

On Saturday morning, air
raid sirens were activated in
Metat illegal settlement
and Mount Meron in the
Upper Galilee, warning of
rocket fire.

Separately, a house was
directly hit, and a fire broke
out in two illegal settle-
ments in northern Israel's
Upper Galilee following
rocket strikes from south-
ern Lebanon, according to
Israeli Army Radio.

The Army Radio con-
firmed that eight more
rockets had been fired from
Lebanon toward western
Galilee, with some landing
in open areas without caus-
ing any injuries.

Earlier in the day, the Is-
raeli Home Front Command
instructed residents of 13 il-
legal settlements in the
Upper Galilee to stay close
to shelters and avoid gath-
erings due to fears of re-
newed rocket fire from
Hezbollah.

Hezbollah confirmed it
launched Katyusha rockets
at the Israeli military base
on Mount Neria.

In a statement, the group
said its forces ‘fired salvos
of Katyusha rockets at the
Mount Neria military base'.

It said the attack was ‘in
response to the Israeli
enemy's assaults on south-
ern villages and peaceful
homes, especially the re-
cent attack on the village of
Froun'.

Anadolu Agency

Child among 11 killed in Gaza

Gaza City, Palestine - At least 11
Palestinians were killed and 30
others, including children, were
injured on Saturday as Israeli
forces targeted homes and civil-
ians in central and northern Gaza
Strip, sources and witnesses said.

Medical sources at the Al-
Awda Hospital in northern Gaza
told Anadolu that five Palestini-
ans were killed in an Israeli strike
on a civilian gathering in the Nu-
seirat refugee camp, central
Gaza. Mahmoud Bassal, the
spokesperson for Gaza's civil de-
fence, said six Palestinians, in-
cluding a child and a woman,
were killed in strikes on Gaza City
and the al-Bureij refugee camp in
central Gaza.

Separately, witnesses said Is-
raeli artillery targeted populated
areas in Beit Lahia, northern
Gaza, injuring dozens of civilians
including children. At least 30
people were injured in the attack,
according to medical sources.

Wounded Palestinians are brought to Al-Agsa Martyrs Hospital following

Israeli attack in Deir Al Balah, Gaza on Friday

According to the Health Min-
istry in the enclave on Saturday,
the Israeli army killed 61 more
Palestinians in attacks on the
Gaza Strip, raising the overall
death toll to 40,939 since Octo-
ber 7, 2023. The ministry also re-
ported that approximately
94,616 people have been injured
in the ongoing assault.

“Israeli forces killed 61 people
and injured 162 others in four

‘massacres’ against families in
the last 48 hours,” the statement
said. “Many people are still
trapped under rubble and on the
roads as rescuers are unable to
reach them,” it added.

Israel has continued its brutal
offensive on the Gaza Strip fol-
lowing an attack by the Pales-
tinian group Hamas last
October 7.

Anadolu Agency

Family demands independent investigation
after American activist killed by Israeli forces

Washington, D.C., US - The fam-
ily of Aysenur Ezgi Eygi, a Turkish
American activist who was killed
on Friday by Israeli forces during
a protest in the occupied West
Bank, urged the Biden adminis-
tration for an independent inves-
tigation into her killing.

“A US citizen, Aysenur was
peacefully standing for justice
when she was killed by a bullet
that video shows came from an
Israeli military shooter. We wel-
come the White House's state-
ment of condolences, but given
the circumstances of Aysenur's
killing, an Israeli investigation is
not adequate,” the family said in
a statement. “We call on Presi-
dent Biden, Vice President Har-
ris, and Secretary of State Blinken
to order an independent investi-
gation into the unlawful killing of
a US citizen and to ensure full ac-
countability for the guilty par-

Aysenur Ezgi Eygi

ties,” they added.

Eygi, 26, was shot and killed
by Israeli forces during a protest
against illegal Israeli settlements
in the town of Beita in the Nablus
district of the occupied West
Bank. Witnesses reported that
Israeli soldiers opened live fire on
a group participating in a demon-
stration condemning the illegal
settlements on Mount Sbeih in
Beita, south of Nablus.

They said Eygi was standing
away from the main protest area
when she was fatally shot. De-
spite being rushed to a nearby
hospital, medical workers were
unable to save her.

The US State Department
confirmed the killing of the vol-
unteer peace activist with the
anti-occupation group, the Inter-
national Solidarity Movement
(ISM), and said it was gathering

more information about the cir-
cumstances of her death.

The White House said it was
seeking additional information
from Israel and had requested an
investigation.

The Turkish Foreign Ministry
described Eygi's death as a ‘'mur-
der’ committed by the govern-
ment of Benjamin Netanyahu.

The Israeli military acknowl-
edged the firing, claiming it re-
sponded to a ‘violent activity
who hurled rocks at the forces
and posed a threat to them (ls-
raeli security forces)'. Israel's
claim had been disputed by wit-
nesses and the ISM.

Eygi's family said they were in
‘shock and grief’, describing her
as 'strong, beautiful, and nourish-
ing' like the ‘olive tree she lay be-
neath where she took her last
breaths'.

Anadolu Agency
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US President Biden to host UK PM Starmer

The two
leaders are
expected to
have in-depth
discussions on
a range of
global issues
of mutual
interest

Washington, D.C., US - US Pres-
ident Joe Biden is set to host
United Kingdom Prime Minister
Keir Starmer, next week, and the
two leaders are expected to have
in-depth discussions on ‘a range
of global issues of mutual inter-
est’, including the ongoing wars
in Ukraine and Gaza amid other
issues.

The White House press sec-
retary, Karine Jean-Pierre, said in
a statement that the September
13 Oval Office visit will mark the
second meeting between the
two leaders since Starmer was
voted as the British Prime Minis-
ter earlier this July.

Discussions between the
leaders will include continuing
robust support to Ukraine in its

This file photo shows British PM Keir Starmer shaking hands with US President Joe Biden during NATO leaders' summit in Washington, D.C. on July 10

defence against ‘Russian aggres-
sion’ and securing a hostage re-
lease and a ceasefire deal to end

the war in Gaza.
Protecting international ship-
ping in the Red Sea from Iranian-

backed Houthi threats, and ad-

vancing a free and open Indo-Pa-
cific will also figure in the

discussions, according to the
White House press secretary.
Biden and Starmer will also

discuss opportunities to
strengthen US-UK cooperation
to secure supply chains and in-
crease climate resilience, the
White House said.

Starmer visited the White
House in July this year and held
one-on-one talks with Biden
when he was in Washington for
the NATO Summit.

Earlier this week, US National
Security Council spokesman
John Kirby stated that the Biden

administration believes that the
ceasefire deal between Israel
and Hamas is 90 per cent
agreed on, adding, “That's how
close we believe we are,” Al
Jazeera reported.

“Nothing is negotiated until
everything is negotiated,” Kirby
said. He noted that several de-
tailed issues remain to be re-
solved, adding that ‘that’s when
things get difficult’.

Earlier, British PM Keir
Starmer was among other global
leaders to express condolences

on the death of six Israeli
hostages, found dead in a tunnel
in Gaza.

Starmer said he was ‘com-
pletely shocked' at the 'horrific
and senseless killing" of the
hostages, and said that a cease-
fire deal must be agreed by all
sides immediately to end the
suffering.

"I am completely shocked at
the horrific and senseless killing
of six hostages in Gaza by

Hamas. My thoughts are with
their loved ones at this awful
time. Hamas must release all the
hostages now, and a ceasefire
deal must be agreed by all sides
immediately to end the suffer-
ing,” Starmer posted on X.

US President Joe Biden said
that he was devastated and out-
raged by the killing of Israeli
hostages. He also informed that
Israeli-US citizen Goldberg-Polin
was among the people killed by
Hamas.

ANI

Pakistan
capital
reports first
polio case
in 16 years

Islamabad, Pakistan - Pak-
istan's capital Islamabad
has reported its first po-
liovirus case in 16 years, tak-
ing the tally to 17 this year.

The victim is an eight-
year-old boy in Islam-
abad's Union Council Rural
4, the Pakistan Polio Erad-
ication Programme said in
statement.

“This is the first human
case reported from Islam-
abad in 16 years, while envi-
ronmental samples from
the federal capital and
neighbouring Rawalpindi
district have been positive
for WPV1 since June, un-
derscoring the persistent
threat of polio to children’s
well-being,” it said.

The South Asian country
has confirmed 17 cases this
year, including 12 from the
southwestern Balochistan
province. Three were re-
ported in the southern
Sindh province, one in Pun-
jab and one Islamabad.

In 2023, Pakistan re-
ported six cases, while in
2022 the figure was 20.

The Health Ministry has
decided to launch a cam-
paign from September 9-13
to vaccinate 33mn children
under the age of five in 115
district across the country.

“It is incredibly heart-
breaking that another Pak-
istan child has been
affected by a disease that
has no cure, but is entirely
preventable with the help of
an easily accessible vac-
cine,” said Ayesha Raza Fa-
roog, prime minister's focal
person for polio eradication.

Polio is a highly infec-
tious disease caused by po-
liovirus mainly affecting
children under the age of
five. It invades the nervous
system and can cause
paralysis or even death.

Anti-polio campaigns in
Pakistan are also marred by
violence.

Anadolu Agency

Abu Dhabi Crown Prince to
visit India on September 9-10

New Delhi, India - Abu Dhabi
Crown Prince Sheikh Khaled bin
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
will be on an official visit to India
on September 9-10 at the invita-
tion of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

This would be the first visit of
Sheikh Khaled bin Mohamed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan to India as the
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi.

He will be accompanied by
several Ministers from the UAE
government and a business dele-
gation, the Ministry of External
Affairs said on Saturday.

On September 9, the Crown
Prince will meet Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and hold discus-
sions on a wide range of areas of
bilateral cooperation. He is also
scheduled to call on President
Droupadi Murmu.

He will also visit Rajghat to pay
tribute to Mahatma Gandhi.

On September 10, the Abu
Dhabi Crown Prince will visit
Mumbeai to participate in a Busi-
ness Forum, in which business
leaders from both countries will
participate.

“India and UAE share histori-
cally close and friendly ties. In re-
cent years, the Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership between
India and UAE has deepened in a
wide range of areas, including po-

Indian PM Narendra Modi and Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, Sheikh Khaled
bin Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, in Abu Dhabi, UAE on July 15 (aAND

litical, trade, investment, connec-
tivity, energy, technology, educa-
tion, and culture,” the MEA
stated.

“The Crown Prince’s visit will
further reinforce strong India-

UAE bilateral relations and open
avenues for partnership in new
and emerging areas,” it added.

In February this year, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi visited
UAE. He held discussions with

UAE President Sheikh Mohamed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan on the India-
UAE bilateral relationship and
witnessed the exchange of eight
agreements.

PM Modi and President Al
Nahyan welcomed the MoU for
creation of an intergovernmental
framework between India and the

UAE on the India-Middle East-Eu-
rope Economic Corridor (IMEEC),
which reflected the lead taken by
the UAE and India in furthering
regional connectivity.

The two leaders further en-
dorsed the efforts from both sides
to strengthen the strong eco-
nomic and commercial coopera-
tion and explore new areas of
collaboration.

ANI

China urges US to
‘maintain’ stable
climate policies

Beijing, China - Chinese For-
eign Minister Wang Yi em-
phasised the need on Friday
for stable US climate policies
and increased cooperation,
according to a Foreign Min-
istry statement.

Wang highlighted recent
progress in bilateral climate
discussions in a meeting with
John Podesta, senior advisor
to US President Joe Biden on
international climate policy.

“Since the beginning of this
year, the climate change
teams of both sides have
communicated closely and
reached a series of pragmatic
cooperation results,” he said.

He urged the US to ‘main-
tain policy stability’ and ‘avoid
protectionism and pan-secu-

ritisation’ in addressing global
challenges.

The minister stressed that
climate cooperation is ‘an in-
tegral part of the US-China re-
lationship’ and dialogue is
crucial to implement the con-
sensus reached at the San
Francisco summit between
the leaders of the two nations.

Podesta echoed that senti-
ment, describing climate
change cooperation as a key
component of US-China rela-
tions and global multilateral
efforts. Wang reaffirmed
China’'s commitment to green,
low-carbon development, as-
serting that Beijing will ‘cer-
tainly implement the policies
it has formulated.

Anadolu Agency

Bangladesh flood victims struggle to rebuild devastated lives

Dhaka, Bangladesh - After seek-
ing shelter in a school building
for over a week, Sirajul Islam re-
turned home last Monday to
find his corrugated tin dwelling
drenched in mud and covered in
water hyacinth.

His home was one of count-
less others devastated by flash
floods across swathes of east-
ern and southeastern
Bangladesh.

"We lost everything ... The
wooden bed and wardrobe are
completely ruined, as the water
reached chest-deep during the
relentless rains and flooding of
the past week,” Islam told
Anadolu. “Even the drum of rice
we could not take with us is en-
tirely spoiled from the water.”

Members of Bangladesh Army help evacuating civilians during rescue and relief distribution operations

Floodwaters began to recede
earlier this week in most areas,
but in Domurua village, part of
the Panchgachia union in Feni
district where Islam lives, many
homes have been reduced to
ruins.

Relief efforts from both gov-
ernment and private organisa-
tions are scarce and have yet to
reach remote areas like Domu-
rua, which is about 30km (18.6
miles) from Feni's town. The
narrow district roads connecting
the union to the main town were
submerged and damaged in
many places, complicating relief
distribution.

Since the floods began inun-
dating roads and homes on Au-
gust 21, Feni residents have

been fleeing to shelters. Despite
this, large areas of the district
have remained underwater for
days, with no clear relief in sight.
Residents like Islam are still fac-
ing severe hardship in the shel-
ters, compounded by the spread
of waterborne diseases like di-
arrhoea.

The floods in central, eastern,
and southeastern Bangladesh
have claimed 71 lives and im-
pacted over 5.7mn people.

As the waters slowly recede,
there is an urgent need for food,
clean water, medicine, and dry
clothing among those affected,
particularly in remote areas
where the situation remains es-
pecially dire.

Anadolu Agency
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20
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42

52
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ACROSS

1) "The_Not Taken"

5) City-related

10) Cookbook author
Rombauer

14) Capital on a fjord

15) Hero's character trait

11 12 13

16) Brunch, for one

17) Relative of a wingnut
19) Skin, as an apple
20) Cellphone feature
21) Loud kisses

23) On the wrong side
(of)

27) All Hallows' Eve mo.
28) Art activity for tots
34) Art_ (architectural
style)

35) Poet Alighieri

36) By way of

37) Jack up

HANDY FOURSOME
40) Babes' place

42) Picnic discard

43) Follower of "yes" or
"no"

45) Beehive State natives
46) Lout

50) The Browns, on
scoreboards

51) Numskull

52) Barely get by

32 33

55) Suspended, in a way
60) Field of expertise

26) Portable illumination
28) One in maximum se-

NOTE PAD

61) Chirology practitioner curity, say

65) Brad of "Ocean's 29) Where bottles of bub-
Twelve" bly may chill

66) Part of ACLU 30) Armistice Day mo.
67) Zero 31) "Who am_ argue?"
68) Give lip to 32) San Fran gridder

69) Watch parts
70) Sprout up

DOWN

1) Campus military org.
2) Workplace watchdog

org.

3) Reunion attendee, for

short

4) Capitol feature
5) Liable to cause an acci-

dent

6) Remote control button
7) "It's f-f-freezing!"
8) D.C.'s Pennsylvania,

eg.

9) _ conference

10) Significant effect

11) Put back into service
12) Con man's target

13) Dart players' quaffs
18) Hype oneself

22) Part of a Monopoly set

24) Sent for

25)_ creek (out of luck)

33) Gallivants, with
"about"

34) It may be stacked
38) Made inquiries

39) Poetic contraction
41) Tote around

44) Campus address ex-

tension

47) Golf shoe attach-

=]

ments

48) Squirrel's stash

T kA=

49) Chromosome unit

52) Travelers' aids

53) Soprano's show-stop-

per

54) Major composition

56) Put up, in a way
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PACT

57) Dumpster emanation

58) Former late-night star

E

59) Did some cartooning E
62) Formicary denizen D
63) More than a stretch E
64) Tat word N
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YOUR DAILY HORO

ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19

For Aries natives, tomorrow is going to be quite special. You may
have some inner conflicts, but if you step forward to help
someone in need, it will be beneficial for you. There is no need to
worry excessively about any task. If you approach your matters
with patience, it will be better for you. You may develop an
interest in some new work. It would be better if you direct your
energy towards the right activities.

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20

Taurus natives who are in business should avoid taking big risks
tomorrow. Your rivals may behave like friends, so you need to be
cautious in identifying them. You will receive full support from
your brothers and sisters. You may plan to make significant
changes in your business. With multiple tasks at hand, you may
feel restless, but you might also travel far to meet your partner.
Those looking for a job may hear some good news.

GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 27

Tomorrow could be a day of confusion for Gemini natives. If you
have been troubled by some long-standing unfinished work, you
will make every effort to complete it. Seeing a friend in trouble,
you might even arrange some money for them. If you proceed
with any work without proper thought, you may incur a loss.
While your family will value your words, some minor conflicts
may cause you distress.

CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22

For Cancer natives, tomorrow is expected to be better than other
days. Your respect and honor in the family will increase, and your
advice will prove useful to others. In business, you should focus
on increasing your sources of income, and married individuals
might welcome a new addition to the family. A family member
may face some eye-related issues. You should avoid unnecessary
expenses.
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LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22

Tomorrow, Leo natives might embark on a long-distance journey.
You must be extremely careful while using vehicles. There may be
some opposition from family members on certain matters, leading
to tension due to mutual disputes. However, a sense of mutual
cooperation will remain in your heart. You need to think carefully
about your tasks. The arrival of a new job for your child will bring
you joy. A religious event may be organized in the family.

VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22
Tomorrow is likely to be a comfortable day for Virgo
natives. Your mind will be occupied with various things.
Married life will be harmonious. It would be good to
start something new tomorrow. If there has been a
dispute over property, it is likely to be resolved
tomorrow. Your desire to buy a new house may also be
fulfilled.

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22

Libra natives should avoid any disputes tomorrow. Some
tension may linger in your mind. There will be harmony in your
family life. In business, make any new decisions with careful
consideration. You may face some problems due to an
encounter with an unknown person. A crucial decision may
have to be made regarding the career of a family member. Stay
cautious of people living around you.

SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21

Scorpio natives should not hesitate to share their thoughts
with their parents. There will be some ups and downs in
your health, but don't be alarmed. If something is bothering
you, you should discuss it with your spouse. You should
make some plans for saving money to secure your future. If
there have been any disputes in your work, try to resolve
them.
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SCOPE

SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER21
Tomorrow will bring ups and downs for Sagittarius natives.
Avoid making anyone a partner in your workplace, as they
may try to trouble you. You may hear some good news from
a family member. Your stalled plans will gain momentum.
You might receive a surprise gift from your spouse.
Students may get an opportunity to appear in an
examination.

CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19
For Capricorn natives, the day may be filled with challenges.
You may be worried about a family member's deteriorating
health. If you receive any disappointing news from a relative,
try to remain calm. Those employed may feel burdened by
an increase in workload. It would be better to buy a new
vehicle, but also pay full attention to the needs of family
members.

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18
Aquarius natives need to move ahead cautiously tomorrow.
Someone at the workplace may accuse you of something. If that
happens, be sure to present your side of the story. There is a
possibility of betrayal in your love life. You must maintain
harmony in family relationships, or else there could be a risk of
disputes escalating. Students will show more interest in their
studies. You might get a chance to go on an outing.

PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20

For Pisces natives, tomorrow is expected to be moderate.
Receiving a major project at work will bring immense joy. If you
rush into any task, you might make a mistake. If there were any
disputes with your spouse, they could be resolved through
conversation. You might have to purchase a new vehicle at the
request of your children. A religious event may be organized
within the family.

TEST YOUR
KNOWLEDGE

01. What effect do antho-
cyanins have on the part of a
plant in which they are abun-
dant?

A. They colour it red, purple,
blue, or black

B. The part shrivels

C. They boost the action of
chlorophyll

D. They boost the plant's toxic
defences against attack

02. Argentina invaded UK's
Falkland Islands, Israel invaded
Southern Lebanon, Canada be-
came officially independent of
the UK, Leonid Brezhneyv, leader
of the USSR, died, all in what
year?

A.1980

B.1982

C.1985

D.1975

03. Which of these countries
has a border with France?

A. Austria

B. Australia

C. Germany

D. Greece
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KIDS COLOURING

BOGGLER

DO YOU SUDOKU?

LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1to 9 and
only one instance of each number

A
A
0

)

6

M

w|IT| RO

E
E
N B
E

<|Z|>|w

6

Each game will present you with a
matrix filled with letters. The
objective is to form words by
linking adjacent letters - to the left,
right, on top, bottom, or diagonal
to each other. The Boggles Classic
game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words
are valued at one point for each
letter in excess of two letters. A
three letter word is worth one
point, a four letter word is worth
two points, and so on. Valid words
must be at |east three letters long.

SOLUTION

20-25 words: Excellent,
15-20 words: Very good,
10-15 words: Good,

5-10 words: Average
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US players will
believe they can
go deep in slams,
says Tiafoe

Frances Tiafoe

New York, United States -
Frances Tiafoe came up short
in his all-American semi-final
clash at the U.S. Open on Fri-
day but leaves Flushing Mead-
ows seeing the “floodgates”
open for U.S. men'’s tennis.

The match at Arthur Ashe
Stadium - the crown jewel of
American tennis - was ap-
pointment viewing for U.S.
fans. The two rivals put on a
show for much of the affair be-
fore Taylor Fritz pulled away in
the fourth set 4-6 7-5 4-6 6-4
6-1. While the defeat will sting
for some time, Tiafoe said
strong American perfor-
mances in New York this year
will make an impact on the
sport, as Fritz is the first U.S.
man in 15 years to reach a
major final.

“It opened the floodgates
for sure. | think guys are gonna
start believing they can go
deep in slams,” he said. “A lot
of guys are going to be able to
think they can do it, especially
in this one where later in the
season, stuff like that with
American crowds and what
have you. | think it's big.”

Tiafoe reached the 2022
semi-final and the quarter-final
in New York last year, and he
was in top form after reaching
his first ATP Masters 1000
final in Cincinnati last month.

The ebullient fan favourite
was already looking to the fu-
ture, telling reporters he
wanted to end the year on a
positive note with the Asian
swing and Laver Cup next on
his agenda.

American Fritz
to take on
world No.1
Sinner in US
Open final

New York, United States - Taylor
Fritz held on to beat Frances
Tiafoe 4-6 7-5 4-6 6-4 6-Tin a
blockbuster all-American semi-
final at the US Open on Friday
and will take on the role of the un-
derdog when he meets Italian top
seed Jannik Sinner in the finale.

It's the first time in 15 years
that an American man has
reached a major final and both
Fritz and Tiafoe wanted to be the
one to break the barren streak.
But Fritz had the legs to go the
distance with 16 aces while Tiafoe
lost steam in the fourth set.

It capped an action-packed
programme at Arthur Ashe Sta-
dium, as Sinner took down ailing
Briton Jack Draper 7-5 7-6(3) 6-
2, overcoming muggy conditions
in a chaotic match.

Fritz and Sinner, who are
deadlocked 1-1in career head-to-
head, will meet on Sunday.

“It's a dream come true, 'min
the final so I'm going to come out
and give everything | possibly
have and | know that for a fact,”
an emotional Fritz said after the
match. “I'm going to give it every-
thing | can possibly give.”

Fritz got a 0-3 head start in the
first set but Tiafoe showed he
would not be pushed around as
he broke back from the baseline
in the fifth game and outlasted
Fritz in a 16-shot rally to take the
lead in the seventh game.

HISTORIC SHOWDOWN

Italian top seed Jannik Sinner (L) will start as the favourite against Taylor Fritz of the US in the US Open final on Sunday

The longer rallies gave way to
quick points in the second set,
where Fritz held to love in five
straight service games and put up
just three unforced errors before
breaking Tiafoe with a terrific
drop shot on set point.

Tiafoe got his revenge as he
sent a forehand winner down the
line to go up a break in the open-
ing game of the third set and he
raised his fist in satisfaction after
taking the frame. Tiafoe began to
show signs of fatigue in the fourth

set after an epic, 31-shot rally in
the seventh game and he helped
Fritz to the break in the 10th with
a pair of double faults and a cou-
ple of unforced errors.

An exhausted Tiafoe tossed
his racket in frustration after a
double fault on break point saw
him trailing 0-4 in the final set.

He got on the board when he
broke Fritz in the fifth game but
that sliver of momentum evapo-
rated quickly and Fritz smiled
after closing it out with an ace.

"He was overwhelming from
the baseline,” said Fritz. “He was
taking the ball so early, changing
lines so well. It was really over-
whelming.”

Sinner had an easier day as he
closed it out against Draper in
straight sets but left Flushing
Meadows with injury concerns
after he fell in the second set and
appeared to hurt his wrist.

Little went right for Draper,
who vomited three times in the
second set as he struggled with

heat and humidity that also left
his shirt soaked in sweat. Ten
double faults also failed to help
the 22-year-old's bid to reach a
Grand Slam final for the first time.

"It was a very physical match
as we saw. | just tried to stay
there mentally,” said Sinner, who
has survived the intense pressure
of being the overwhelming fa-
vorite to win his first U.S. Open
title following the early exits of
Novak Djokovic and Carlos Al-
caraz.

| tried to fight as hard as | can,
says Draper after resolute show

New York, United States - Jack
Draper never considered retiring
in his straight-sets semi-final de-
feat to top seed Jannik Sinner on
Friday, the Briton said, after a
gruelling match that saw him
vomit three times.

The 25th seed had not
dropped a set in New York be-
fore Friday but his dream run to
a first major semi-final quickly
turned into a nightmare as heat,
humidity and nerves saw him
queasy by the second set.

The 22-year-old said it only
got worse from there, as he be-
came dizzy because he was un-
able to take in much fluid. He lost
7-57-6(3) 6-2.

“I'm not going to retire in the
semis of a Grand Slam. | know
the last set, you know, it proba-
bly looked liked from courtside
or on TV that it was, you know,
not a great look,” he said.

"I was fighting hard. You
know, I'm proud of myself. | tried
to fight as hard as | can. Just not
going to get it done against
someone like that.”

There were plenty of positives
for Draper to take from his tenth
major main draw, as he became
the first British man to reach the
U.S. Open semi-finals since
Andy Murray won the tourna-

Jack Draper

JACK DRAPER

ment 12 years ago.
Draper was ranked 123rd

when he made an inspired run to
the fourth round last year despite
an injury-plagued season, and he
believes he will get results with
more experience.

“| just need to keep on learn-
ing, keep on growing, keep on
having situations like today
where | came unstuck,” he said.

“It's experiences, doing all the
right things, it's training consis-
tently, and over time you just
progress and you get stronger
and you get better.”

Italy’s Sara Errani and Andrea Vavassori celebrate after winning the

mixed doubles title

Ostapenko and Kichenok
win women's doubles title

New York, United States - Lat-
vian Jelena Ostapenko and
Ukraine's Lyudmyla Kichenok
won the women's doubles
crown at the U.S. Open with a
6-4 6-3 victory over the Chi-
nese-French pairing Zhang
Shaui and Kristina Mladenovic
on Friday.

The win marked the first
women's Grand Slam doubles
title for former French Open
singles champion Ostapenko
and Kichenok, who also
reached the final together at
this year's Australian Open.

“We are a really great team
and | think it was just an amaz-
ing two weeks,” Ostapenko
said during the on-court trophy
presentation.

“"We didn't expect anything,
we were just playing better and
better every match, we didn't
lose one set, so it was a really
good tournament.”

Ostapenko and Kichenok
broke in the second game for
an early advantage and, after
the Chinese-French pairing got
the set back on serve, had a
massive hold in an eight-deuce
game during which they fought
off five break points for a 5-4
lead.

Latvia's Jelena Ostapenko and Ukraine's Lyudmyla Kichenok celebrate

after winning the women'’s doubles title

From there, Zhang was un-
able to keep the stanza alive
and ultimately gifted the frame
to her seventh-seeded oppo-
nents with a double-fault on
the second set point.

In the second set, Zhang and
Mladenovic broke early for a 2-
O lead but Ostapenko and
Kichenok broke the Chinese for
a third time to reach 3-3 and
broke the Frenchwoman at love
to reach 5-3 before Ostapenko

closed out the match on her
serve.

“I still have goosebumps
after match point. It feels
amazing,” said Kichenok, who
now has two Grand Slam titles
after winning her first at the
Wimbledon mixed doubles
event in 2023.

“I'm blessed to have such
partner by my side on the
court. Thanks for carrying me
these two weeks."

Sinner plays
down wrist
injury sustained
in semifinal

New York, United States - US
Open finalist Jannik Sinner is
hopeful the wrist injury he sus-
tained in a fall during Friday's win
over Jack Draper will not be a
bother during the final.

Top seed Sinner, the first Ital-
ian man to reach a U.S. Open sin-
gles final, received medical
attention beside the court during
the gruelling straight-set win,
while his opponent vomited three
times in the New York heat.

"The physio (loosened) it up
very fast on court, so after | felt
OK in the beginning. Then, after,
it went away by playing, which is
good," Sinner said. "Let's see how
it is tomorrow when it's cold. It's
going to be a different feeling.
Hopefully it's nothing to concern
about."

The 23-year-old said he ex-
pected Britain's Draper, who
reached a Grand Slam semi-final
for the first time, to be a strong
contender.

"Playing against Jack, it's never
easy. He served very well... Happy
to win this one," Sinner said.

The Australian Open cham-
pion, who faces American 12th
seed Taylor Fritz in the final on
Sunday, said he expected a diffi-
cult match.

Italy’s Errani and Vavassori win mixed doubles title

New York, United States - Italian
Sara Errani said winning her
maiden mixed doubles Grand
Slam title at the U.S. Open on
Thursday had capped off an im-
pressive season that exceeded
even her wildest dreams.

The 37-year-old teamed up
with compatriot Andrea Vavas-
sori to defeat American pair Tay-
lor Townsend and Donald Young
in the final at Arthur Ashe sta-

dium. Errani, a five-times
women's doubles Grand Slam
champion, took home a gold
medal alongside Jasmine Paolini
at the Paris Olympics as well as
winning the Italian Open this
year. She and Paolini also reached
the final of the French Open.
“No words. It is more than a
dream. | never dreamed this, so
it's much more. It's an unbeliev-
able year,” Errani told reporters.

SARA ERRANI

“(We won) in Rome, then we
did the final in Paris. | play good
also in singles. Now this mixed
doubles. | have no words.

“| couldn't expect this. I'm en-
joying a lot. Of course when you
win, you enjoy a lot. When you
lose, not too much. But you have
to stay there, to keep going even
in the tough moments, and | think
that | did that also.”

Errani's success has added to

an already impressive season for
Italian tennis, with Jannik Sinner
winning the Australian Open,
while Paolini finished runner-up
at the French Open and Wimble-
don. “It's an incredible year for
me, but also for Italy,” Errani said.

“Jannik, Jasmine, Simone
(Bolelli) and him (Vavassori) in
doubles, me and Jasmineg, so it's
really good moment for lItaly, |
think.”
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Didier Deschamps

Deschamps’
experiment
‘damaged
the overall
performance’

Paris, France - France man-
ager Didier Deschamps
spoke before Friday's game
with Italy about using the
Nations League as an op-
portunity to test new play-
ers, and after their 3-1
defeat, that plan has not
changed.

Deschamps was heavily
criticised after Euro 2024,
where, his side had failed to
impress, and against Italy
he gave forward Michael
Olise his debut, and also

brought on midfielder
Manu Kone for his first
game.

"It's a question of bal-
ance/imbalance, the team
is young and some made
their debuts today," De-
schamps said. "l know that
by not putting the starting
team on the pitch | took
some risks and this dam-
aged the overall perfor-
mance."

At the Euros, France
conceded three goals in six
games, but conceded three
to Italy as Deschamps left
Jules Kounde and Dayot
Upamecano on the bench.

COMEBACK

Italy’s Federico Dimarco celebrates after scoring against France in their Nations League A Group 2 opening match on Friday

ltaly shock
France despite
conceding
after just

12 seconds

Paris, France - Italy went behind
after 12 seconds but came back to
beat France 3-1in a highly enter-
taining Nations League A Group
2 opening game on Friday.

Bradley Barcola found the net
in the opening minute when he
caught Giovanni Di Lorenzo nap-
ping and raced into the area be-
fore curling his shot past Gianluigi
Donnarumma.

Italy levelled after half an hour
with Federico Dimarco volleying
home a deft back-heel flicked
pass from Sandro Tonali, and the
sides went in level at the break
after a pulsating opening half.

Five minutes after the interval
and France were rocked again
with Davide Frattesi putting Italy
ahead, and Giacomo Raspadori
gave the visitors the breathing
space they needed in the 74th
minute to silence the Parc des
Prince crowd.

Both sides came into the game
looking for redemption after fail-

ing to impress at Euro 2024, but
it was Italy who earned the much-
needed victory.

It was a terrible start for the
visitors with Di Lorenzo taking far
too long over a back-pass and
Barcola pounced to score his first
international goal. A frantic start
to the game gave ltaly the chance
to level five minutes later but
Frattesi hammered a close range
header off the crossbar.

Donnarumma pulled off saves
from Kylian Mbappe and Michael
Olise, making his debut, before
Italy found the equaliser, with
Tonali's assist just as impressive
as the strike which found the net.

Tonali, back in the side after
serving a 10-month ban for
breaching betting rules, played a

beautiful one-two with Dimarco
who continued his run into the
box and struck a sweet left-
footed volley beyond the reach of
Maignan.

Italy came out of the blocks
quickest in the second half and
Retegui's perfect ball across the
goal found Frattesi sliding in and
his shot beat Maignan at his near
post. They found the third goal
with two substitutes combining.
Destiny Udogie passed to Ras-
padori running into the box and
he went round William Saliba to
fire past the oncoming Maignan.

‘Money speaks louder
than players' voices'

Debrecen, Hungary - Manch-
ester City midfielder and Bel-
gium captain Kevin De Bruyne
said money talks louder to
FIFA and UEFA as he raised
concerns over the impact of a
crammed calendar on players'
health and performance.

All three European club
competitions have been ex-
panded to 36 teams this sea-
son and FIFPRO's European
member unions have started
legal action against FIFA over
the expanded men's 32-team
Club World Cup, starting next
June in the United States.

The 33-year-old was asked
if he is concerned about the
added fixtures in both club and
international competitions.
"The real problem will emerge
after the Club World Cup," De
Bruyne told reporters ahead of
Friday's Nations League match
against Israel. "We know there
will be only three weeks be-
tween the Club World Cup
final and the first Premier
League match. So, we have
three weeks to rest and pre-
pare for another 80 matches."

In July, soccer players'
union FIFPRO said it is filing a
complaint with EU antitrust
regulators regarding FIFA's in-

ternational match calendar.

A report released by FIF-
PRO on Thursday said some
players have as little as 12% of
the year to rest, which is a re-
sult of competition organisers
not prioritising player welfare.

"Maybe this year things will
be okay, but next year could be
problematic. The Professional

KEVIN DE BRUYNE

Footballers' Association in
England and other player asso-
ciations have tried to find solu-
tions. The issue is that UEFA
and FIFA keep adding extra
matches, and we can raise
concerns, but no solutions
have been found. It seems that
money speaks louder than the
players' voices."

Belgium's Kevin De Bruyne celebrates after scoring against Israel

Brazil edge Ecuador to
return to winning ways

Curitiba, Brazil - Brazil got back to
winning ways in the South Amer-
ican World Cup qualifiers with a
drab 1-0 victory over Ecuador on
Friday thanks to first-half goal by
Real Madrid forward Rodrygo.

After its first streak of losses in
three successive qualifiers, Brazil
did just enough to earn the win
that lifted the struggling five-time
World Cup champions to fourth
in the standings with 10 points.

They are eight points behind
leaders Argentina and only two
points over Ecuador in sixth, the
last spot guaranteed a berth at
the 2026 finals.

Playing their first match after a
disappointing Copa America de-
feat to Uruguay in the quarter-
final, Brazil had another lacklustre
performance, dominating pos-
session but failing to create clear
chances throughout the match.

Brazil misplaced too many
passes and struggled to connect
up front, out of ideas on how to
beat Ecuador’s rock solid defen-
sive block.

Ecuador were relentless while
applying a physically aggressive
pressure high with three hard-
working forwards, making the lo-
cals uncomfortable when putting
the ballin play. They Brazil almost
no room to get inside their box ei-

Rodrygo scored the winner for Brazil

ther, forcing them to roam the
ball horizontally around their
penalty area and resort to strikes
from long range.

Brazil's only two shots on tar-
get on the first half were made by
Rodrygo, who, after stinging the
goalkeeper's hands from a free
kick early, were lucky to break the
deadlock in the 29th minute. His
effort fired from the edge of the
box deflected off a defender and
arched around the wrong-footed
goalkeeper before hitting the right

post and finding the back of the
net.

Ecuador almost levelled in a
counterattack right before the
break, but defender Gabriel Ma-
galhaes denied Moises Caicedo's
effort with a last-minute goal-line
clearance.

Brazil came back even worse
in the second half, with an unin-
spired Vinicius Jr creating their
only shot on target in an abso-
lutely morose 45 minutes, with
boos greeting the final whistle.

De Bruyne's double helps Belgium beat Israel

Debrecen, Hungary - Kevin De
Bruyne netted twice to lead Bel-
gium to a 3-1 win over Israel in
their opening Nations League
clash on Friday, played behind
closed doors in neutral Hungary
because of security concerns.
Belgium's captain put his side
ahead after 21 minutes but Israel
equalised nine minutes before
the break despite spending most
of the half defending at Debre-

cen's Nagyerdei Stadion.

Youri Tielemans restored Bel-
gium's lead directly after half-
time and De Bruyne tucked away
a penalty soon after to extend
their advantage.

Belgium could afford to waste
another penalty as they went top
of League A Group 2 alongside
with Italy, who beat France 3-1in
Paris in Friday's other group
game.

De Bruyne's double came one
day after he had emphasised his
commitment to the Belgian side,
ending months of speculation
over his future with the national
team.

The 33-year-old had com-
plained about the prospect of
playing too many matches and
left his future with Belgium un-
certain after the European
Championship in mid-year.

Luis Suarez failed to find the target in his farewell match for Uruguay

Paraguay hold
Uruguay goalless in
Suarez farewell match

Montevideo, Uruguay -
Paraguay held Uruguay to a goal-
less draw in their South Ameri-
can World Cup qualifier on
Friday, with striker Luis Suarez
bringing his 17-year international
career to an end at the Cente-
nario stadium in Montevideo.
The 37-year-old forward
reached 143 appearances for his
country, finishing as their all-time
leading scorer with 69 goals.
Marcelo Bielsa's side, who fin-
ished third in the Copa America,
played without five players from
their starting line-up, including
Darwin Nunez, who were sus-
pended for their involvement in
clashes with fans following the

defeat to Colombia in the conti-
nental showpiece in July.

Uruguay wasted several
chances, most notably a first-half
right-footed volley from Suarez
that struck the post after Fa-
cundo Pellistri's cross.

Paraguay also created clear-
cut opportunities, with Miguel
Almiron coming closest only to
be denied by goalkeeper Sergio
Rochet, but neither side man-
aged to capitalise.

Uruguay remain second in the
World Cup qualifying standings
on 14 points, four behind leaders
Argentina. They face Venezuela
on Tuesday, while Paraguay take
on Brazil.
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‘WE WILL WORKHARD TO

Oman's Ahmed al Khamisi (L) battles for the ball with Irag’s Aymen Hussein during their World Cup qualifier in Basra on Thursday

Coach Jaroslav
Silhavy says
Oman will
bounce back
after going
down fighting
to Iraq in World
Cup qualifier

Basra, Iraq - Oman head coach
Jaroslav Silhavy felt his side de-
served something from the
match after they went down
fighting to Irag 1-0 in their open-
ing AFC Asian Qualifiers - Road
to 26 Group A match at the
Basra Stadium on Thursday.
Aymen Hussein scored in the

first half for Irag who play Kuwait
on Tuesday, while Oman will be
aiming to bounce back when
they face South Korea. Hussein
broke the deadlock in the 13th
minute when he rose highest to
head home Ali Jasim’s corner.

“The match could have ended
with a better result than a loss,
and the Iragi team snatched the
victory by exploiting a corner
kick,” said Silhavy. “Our players
were able to regain their compo-
sure after falling behind but were
unable to score. This loss does
not end our campaign and we
will work hard to keep our hopes
alive.”

Oman sprung into action in
the 24th minute with Abdulrah-
man Al Mushaifri missing his
headed attempt from inside the
box before Issam Al Sabhi forced
Iraq keeper Jalal Hassan into ac-

JAROSLAV SILHAVY

tion moments later.

Al Saadi wasted another at-
tempt for Oman in the 25th
minute after shooting his effort
from distance over the bar fol-
lowing Al Busaidi's headed pass,
while Jameel Al Yahmadi had his
attempt saved from inside the
six-yard-box two minutes later.

Oman kept Hassan busy in
the second half with the shot-
stopper keeping out All
Mushaifri's long range effort in
the 49th minute before foiling Al

Yahmadi a minute later.

Despite the introduction of
Zahir Al Aghbari, Muhsen Al
Ghassani and Khalid Al Braiki,
Oman struggled to create clear
cut chances with Hassan pulling
off a fine save to repel Abdullah
Fawaz's effort from distance in
the 88th minute. Oman suffered
more woes in the fifth minute of
added time as Arshad Said Al
Alawi was sent off after picking
up a second yellow card as Iraq
held on for the points.

KEEP OUR HOPES ALIVE'

Iraq coach Jesus Casas said
they still have a long way to go to
secure a ticket to the World Cup.

“The most important thing is
the three points. In general the
first match is always not easy,
and we saw teams like Australia,
Qatar and South Korea suffer,”
said Casas.

“We did not have much pos-
session of the ball and the phys-
ical factor was the reason for
that. In any case, these are just
three points from one match, and
we have nine matches remaining
and we have to think about each
one separately.”

“"We have four days left be-
fore the match against Kuwait,
and they are not enough to help
the players with the physical fac-
tor but we have 26 players, we
have alternatives to compensate
for those who are exhausted.”

Rahul Dravid

IPL side Rajasthan
Royals appoint
Dravid as head coach

Jaipur, India - Former India cap-
tain and coach Rahul Dravid has
been appointed Rajasthan Roy-
als' head coach on a multi-year
contract ahead of the 2025 In-
dian Premier League (IPL) sea-
son, the IPL franchise said on
Friday.

Dravid will begin his tenure
immediately, working with the
team's Director of Cricket Kumar
Sangakkara.

The 51-year-old will return to
Rajasthan after spending five
seasons with the team from 2011
to 2015, having captained the
side in 2012 and 2013 and work-
ing as their mentor in 2014 and
2015. "We are delighted to be
bringing Rahul back to the fran-
chise. His exceptional coaching
capabilities are evident with the
transformation he's driven in In-
dian cricket,” Jake Lush McCrum,
Royals' Chief Executive Officer,
said.

“Rahul has already got to work

with Kumar (Sangakkara) and
the rest of the team, as we pre-
pare for this exciting new period
for the franchise starting with IPL
retention and the auction just
around the corner.”

Dravid led Rajasthan to a
third-place finish in IPL 2015 and
soon after took charge as the
head coach of the India Under-19
and India A teams, leading the U-
19 team to victory in the 2018
World Cup final. After four years
as coach of the junior teams,
Dravid was named Head of
Cricket at the National Cricket
Academy (NCA) in July 2019,
followed by his appointment as
head coach of the Indian Na-
tional Cricket team in Nov. 2021.

Dravid led the national team
to the top of the test, one-day in-
ternationals and Twenty20 rank-
ings during his tenure and then
stepped down from his role in
June after India's T20 World Cup
triumph.

[vory Coast, Egypt, Morocco post victories in Cup of Nations qualifiers

Cape Town, South Africa - The
Ivory Coast left it late but still
made a winning start to the de-
fence of their Africa Cup of Na-
tions title by beating Zambia
2-0 at home on Friday in their
opening qualifier for the 2025
final.

The Ivorians won the last
edition on home soil in Febru-

ary and are heavily fancied to
be one of the top two finishers
in Group G and book a place at
the next tournament.

But they had to turn to sub-
stitute striker Jean-Philippe
Krasso to ensure success, as he
came off the bench in Bouake
to net twice in the final 16 min-
utes.

Friday's round of qualifying
matches also saw a win for
Morocco, who will host the
2025 finals and are automati-
cally in the 24-team field but
still participating in the prelim-
inary competition.

The Democratic Republic of
Congo and Egypt were the
other former continental

champions who got their cam-
paigns off to successful starts.

Four penalties were
awarded in the first half of Mo-
rocco's 4-1 win over Gabon in
Agadir - two converted for the
hosts by Hakim Ziyech but
Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang
had his first effort for Gabon
saved before netting a second

spot kick 24 minutes later for a
2-1 halftime deficit.

Aubameyang also struck the
woodwork but a 59th minute
goal from Real Madrid's
Brahim Diaz and a late effort,
from a near impossible angle,
from Ayoub El Kaabi ensured a
comprehensive 4-1 victory for
Morocco.

Sadio Mane's 16th-minute
goal handed Senegal the lead in
their Group L clash with Burk-
ina Faso. He raced away to
score after teammate Nicolas
Jackson had stripped the visi-
tors of possession to set Mane
away.

But they gave away a late
equaliser deep in stoppage

time for a 1-1 draw.

Egypt made light work in
Cairo of the threat of the Cape
Verde Islands, who were the
surprise package of the last fi-
nals, with Rami Rabia and
Omar Marmoush netting in the
first half and Ibrahim Adel
adding a 70th minute effort for
a 3-0 success.

SITUATION WANTED

A smart, honest and efficient
male, having a total experience
of 22 years+ in MIS, Budget,
Cashflow, Treasury, Banking,
Tax, Audit, with the knowledge
of SAP FICO, ERP, GPS, Tally,
is looking for a senior position
in Accounts & Finance.
Contact: +968-91468679,
Email:

amitpanditO07 @gmail.com.

Indian male over 15 years ex-
perience in a leading MNC for
civil project, fitout project and
planning engineer with valid
Oman driving licence is looking
for a suitable placement.
Contact: +968-96568922

An experienced teacher with
master's in Food Science &
Nutrition, seeking roles in ele-
mentary school teaching/food
quality department in hotels or
food companies. Contact:
+968-79115006 92781722
email: abreezaanees60401
@gmail.com

For being such an
amazing boy, we hope

SEND
YOUR
REQUEST
FOR

Muscat 9014 6672, 9679 0684
9731 6218 | Salalah 9429 9325

www.orbit-oman.com

Sohar

that you have the best
birthday party ever!
Wishing our sweet wishes to
yeast a very Happy
Birthday!!! with your resident
Shyam & Lekshmi card copy
¢ Fleet of 2,000 vehicles

¢ Choose from a wide range
of brands & models

* PDO, OXY and BP spec
vehicles available

o Attractive rates for short-term
& long-term lease

FOR

RENT/SALE

Available 2100 sq meter best in class
Warehouse cum office Space,
fully furnished ready to use, Located at
Prime area of Ghala in the heart of the
city having easy access to airport &
express Way.

Contact: Mr.Sumit Mudgil -95616835

Girish Sewani-93893596

The most efficient and authentic
Ayurvedic Treatment & Medicine,
Yoga, Kalari, Panchakarma, Massage,
Dhara etc... Rehabilitation, Beauty
therpay & post Delivery Care

Zaher Building ,1st Floor, Flat 8A,

Al Khuwair Service Road ,near Al Zawawi
Mosque & Burger-king Tel:24475280,
GSM: 95371664 , 92504980,
Website:www.siddhayur.com




FEATURES ART

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 08, 2024 | MUSCAT DAILY | 15

Templates
Liberation

Iragi American artist
Rheim Alkadhi
offers a path toward
liberation in
Palestine-themed
artworks in London

f you enter the lower galleries

of London's Institute of Con-

temporary Arts right now,

you'll encounter a postcard-
like image described by the mu-
seum as ‘an intervention’.

The image's front side shows a
beautiful portrait of a person while
the other side portrays a very di-
rect statement on the genocide in
Gaza, according to its maker,
artist Rheim Alkadhi, who first vis-
ited Palestine around three
decades ago as a teenager.

There, she said in an interview,
she “got a picture early on of the
discrepancy between the news we
are given and what is actually hap-
pening.”

That card sets the stage for
‘Templates for Liberation’, Alka-
dhi's first show in the UK. The
statement on the card is the
Berlin-based artist's way of ‘'seek-
ing this very direct, relevant, irre-
sistible confrontation in art,’ she
said, speaking to ARTnews follow-
ing the opening of the show. She
added that the text instructs the
viewer to leave the exhibition and
to resist among co-equals.

The Iragi American artist's
show centers on the artist's think-
ing about the possibilities of art as
an agent for change and as a
means for proposing solutions to
the lasting effects of issues like
colonialism and war, not just in her

family's homeland, but also in
other countries including Pales-
tine, Democratic Republic of
Congo, and Sudan. Her goal, she
said, is to ultimately allow viewers
to find ““ways of arriving at libera-
tion outside the gallery'.

Alkadhi's installations are often
composed of sculptures, texts,
and images, all of which stem
from her field research. She has
conducted that research in coun-
tries ranging from Palestine to
Lebanon, from Iraq to Jordan, from
Morocco to sites along Europe's
borders. Her work has begun ap-
pearing across the globe, in bien-
nials staged in Shanghai, Sharjah,
and elsewhere.

Fascination for
fields'

The 2020 Guggenheim Fel-
low's body of work is on view in
the London show across two
gallery spaces. The main gallery
space features sculptural installa-
tions created out of tarpaulin, a
material used to cover goods
transported by vehicles on long
distance travels.

Her first contact with tarpaulin
was when she saw used frag-
ments of the material while col-
lecting objects in Jordan - the
country with the second-largest
number of refugees worldwide,
according to the UN, in the early
2010s. The fragments looked to
her like ‘multi-coloured plasticised

‘plasticised

fields,” she recalled. “This fasci-
nated me, ground that is able to be
folded, rolled, transported. It also
spoke of migration, taking the
concept of land with you.”

Alkadhi lived in Jordan around
the time of the Arab Spring, a se-
ries of protests that led to some
Middle Eastern and North African
presidents leaving their posts. At
the time, she was also invited to
do aresidency in Palestine, where
she lived with three sisters and
their mother in the West Bank.
She said this was a really impor-
tant moment for her.

Ironically, tarpaulins cross bor-
ders with little difficulty. At the
same time, humans, often escap-
ing wars or destruction of their
homeland largely caused by
Western governments and corpo-
rations, are criminalised trying to
cross borders around the world.

Alkadhi said that, some four
years ago, she witnessed this very
phenomenon during months of re-
search on the Greek Island of Les-
bos at the European border with
Turkey. To get there, many people
crossing from parts of Africa, the
Middle East, and Asia face a dan-
gerous boat ride. Upon arrival,
these migrants could face criminal
charges.

“It's all part of the capitalist
framework of the world we live
in," Alkadhi said. “What are being
transported or distributed are raw

materials or products derived
from extraction industries deplet-
ing the soil mostly of the Global
South.”

She added, “For me, that's what
the tarp represents - a bitter com-
parison between cargo and mi-
grant bodies.”

The second gallery space has
been turned by Alkadhi into a
reading room. Titled ‘'The Land
and the People’, this piece fea-
tures digitally rendered portraits,
books, and text commentary by
Alkadhi that highlight the impact
of colonial borders drawn by
Britain and France between the
1910s and '20s. These borders

Rheim Alkadhi's

ICA London solo show
featuring floor and wall
sculptures made with
tarpaulin

have continued to affect modern-
day Irag, where the loss of land for
farming to international oil com-
panies, the destruction of the en-
vironment, and the realities of war
remain constant.

In that room, there are volumes
of The Anthropology of Iraq, pub-
lished initially in the 1930s and
based on studies started about a
decade earlier in Iraq by anthro-
pologist Henry Field, who worked
on commission for the Field Mu-
seum and, later, the British gov-
ernment. These studies saw locals
identified only by a number, pho-
tographed in mugshot-style, and
then divided into different groups.
The data that was collected was
used by then United States Presi-
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt for his
previously secret ‘M’ project to
scout underpopulated regions for
the resettlement of millions ex-
pected to be displaced by World
War Il.

Narrative of liberation
Before entering the second space
from the first, a visitor is faced
with a border - a dirty, stained,
straightened-out, and slightly

crushed tarpaulin sculpture titled
‘Disappeared Border Segment:
Toward the Inalienable Right of
the Dispossessed to Cross From
Any Direction'.

“It's proposing legal right of
passage in any direction but only
for the dispossessed - not the
legal right of passage for big cor-
porations, rich people, or people
vacationing,” the artist explained.

Topics such as these may seem
contemporary, but they have been
subject of Alkadhi's work for more
than a decade. In 2012, ICA Lon-
don curator Andrea Nitsche-
Krupp came across Alkadhi's
work at Documenta 13, but it was
not until August of last year that
the two began discussions for the
current show.

Then the October 7 Hamas at-
tack on Israel happened followed
by Israeli military action in Gaza,
where more than 40,000 people
have been killed since then, ac-
cording to the Gaza Health Min-
istry.

“Everything became much
more urgent,” Nitsche-Krupp said,
adding that Alkadhi “had been
thinking about a narrative of liber-

For me, tarpaulin

represents a bitter
comparison between
cargo and migrant

bodies
Rheim Alkadhi

ation. Templates for liberation had
been something on her mind be-
fore this point, but once things es-
calated to such an insane degree,
[it] added a kind of urgency
around [adding] Palestine to the
project in thinking about tem-
plates for liberation.”

Aworld beyond

Alkadhi was born to an Iraqi father
and an American mother in Buf-
falo, New York, in 1973. Her family
then moved to Baghdad, and re-
mained there until 1980, when the
artist and her parents left Iraq for
the United States. This was just
before the start of the Iran-Irag
war, and Alkadhi recalled ‘relative
ease’ of the move, something, she
said, was possible because of her
mother's nationality.

“I remember distinctly the ten-
sion of those months and leaving
belongings in a room of a house
that | was sure | would see again,”
she said. “It was my home, after
all, but | never saw any of it again.”

The artist was introduced to
field research through her mother,
the anthropologist Ann Bragdon,
whose profession involved work in
Iraqg. Tagging along with her mom,
ayoung Alkadhi was exposed to a
world beyond the one where she
lived in. She also met people from
all walks of life. The artist said that
today, she thinks of art as a voice,
one that she uses to advocate for
those who can't do so for them-
selves. She attributed that line of
thought to her mother.

As part of the exhibition, an
artist book is published in collab-
oration with the artist and Joe
Shakespeare, who heads the ICA
Bookshop. In it, Alkadhi wrote
prose that connects the exhibition
to the present. The book also in-
cludes documentary photos taken
by Alkadhi's mother in Iraq in the
1970s.

(Courtesy: artnews.com)
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INTERVIEW:

R MADHAVAN

The re-release of the 2001
Bollywood movie Rehna Hain
Tere Dil Mein - which enjoys a

cult status - starring

yesteryear chocolate hero R

Madhavan and Miss Asia

Pacific International 2000,

Dia Mirza, unleashed a

romantic hysteria among the
younger generation this week.
“I did have butterflies in my
stomach once again,” Maddy

(as Madhavan is fondly

known) tells Hubert Vaz in

an exclusive chat from

London, on the sidelines of a
shoot over the weekend.

Excerpts:

ooking back at Rehna Hain
Tere Dil Mein (RHTDM),
why was it decided to re-
release the film now, since it
is just 23 years later, and not
a milestone like 25 years?
Actually, this should be a question for
the producers (Vashu Bhagnani).
There seemed to be a nice ‘window of
opportunity’ in the theatres with no
major films releasing, so, they took a
chance with the re-release. | didn't
expect this sort of an outcome but, |
think, the best person to answer that
would be Vashuji and his team.

Madd

What are your frank sentiments
about the re-release - did you have
any doubts or butterflies in your
stomach, just as in 2001?
Release or re-release time are both
the same, and there is definitely but-
terflies in the stomach, though the
stakes are not as high. | was very
eagerly looking forward to how the
audiences today will react to the film,
so, | did have butterflies in my stom-
ach once again.

Of course, this was a film that was
released 23 years ago and it had
not been a box-office success then,

though it later on became an iconic
film. But, what was surprising is the
fact that the film is now available on
YouTube, on multiple OTT channels
and has been on television almost
twice every week since the
re-release.

So, it has been viewed many times
over, despite which | was really stun-
ned to see the number of people who
came to see the film on the first
weekend and it is very good to know
that some of the work you've done
has stood the test of time for over two
decades.

Looking back at your performance,
do you now feel that some things
could've been done better?
| don't know why, but | hate all my
performances on retrospect, espe-
cially if the film doesn't do well. With
RHTDM, | hated it because | thought
| could've look better, | could've
dressed better, | could've under-
played, may be. Like | did in my first
film Alai Payuthey (Tamil, in 2000).
But over a period of time, when the
film got its cult status, | could see
what people liked in the performance.
Very strangely, | began to really
like the free-flowing emotions and in-
tensity of both, Madhav Shastry and
Reena (the two lead characters) in
the film. And, its only when my son
and wife pointed out, the spirit of the

R Madhavan and Dia Mirza
in Rehna Hain Tere Dil Mein

character, and the way | had played it
with gay abandon, is when | started
wondering whether | still have it in me
to do something like that again.

| would love to have that charm
but, considering my age, I'm very re-
stricted with having to choose a char-
acter like that but | can see why
people loved Madhav Shastry - he
was fire, he really was. And when col-
lege students took up mechanical en-
gineering because of that, and gave
up engineering because of 3 Idiots, |
feel guilty for both. But it really feels
good to be part of iconic films.

Did you already have the nickname
'Maddy’ then or was it a gift by the
movie, that stayed on till date? Do
you love it or hate it?

Oh, my nick name has always been
Mad or Maddy. That's a name | got
when | was living with cowboys in
Canada, as an exchange student, in
1989. They couldn't pronounce Mad-
havan, so it became Madhave and
Madhaav, and finally Mad or Maddy.
I'm really proud of that name, it has
an endearance to it - people call me
Maddy with a lot of love and so, I'm
totally comfortable with it.

You were asilent loverin RHTDM as
well as in Tanu Weds Manu - is it in
any way close to your real person-
ality?

| think both, Madhav Shastry (in
RHTDM) and Manu (in Tanu Weds
Manu), are an amalgamation of my
real life character. | won't say inits en-
tirety, but a large part of their charac-
ters is very much me. It's difficult to
play those characters if you don't
have those traits inbuilt in you.

Would you say Student of the Year
had similar overtones inspired by
RHTDM?

Well, some bits of it do have simi-
larities.

Since you had done the original
Tamil movie (Minnale), was it an ad-
vantage doing the Hindi version -
RHTDM - as you were conversant
with the soul of the character?
Doing a remake is very difficult for me
and | don't really enjoy the process.
And doing a remake of your own
work is even more difficult and very
actors have had the opportunity to
understand what I'm saying. | doubt,
| can even count that on one hand -
actors who've remade their own films
in a different language - may be
Kamal Hassan Sir, at best.

But, it's a very creepy experience,
you know. When you need your en-
tire mental faculty at your disposal
while you're performing, one corner
of your brain is thinking ‘are you doing

it as well as the original or are you not
being sincere enough?’ And that part
of my brain | can use when I'm doing
it for the first time freely.

So many films, like Vikram Vedha
and 3 Idiots and a couple of other
films that were offered to me to be
made in a different language and | re-
fused politely, because | don't think |
have the ability to pull it off in today’'s
world, with the similar freedom I'd
done the original with.

Looking back, do you think there was
anything wrong with the storyline,
which could've been changed?

No, I don't think so. On retrospect, it
unfair to comment on the story. |
thought, it was a very convincing
story and | wouldn't have changed
anything, with respect to the story as
of now.

The re-release has been well
received now, when the dynamics of
cinema and cinema houses has
changed drastically. How do you feel
about that?
It's very empowering, very flattering
and absolutely a delight that the au-
diences in the theatres today are
singing, dancing, whistling, sending
reels from the theatre, pre-empting
the dialogues and the phone number
of the girl, and repeating the dia-
logues before | can say it. This is hap-
pening at the theatres and I've put up
multiple stories on my Instagram.
To see the audience is so involved,
is a blessing. I've never seen that for
years. And the whistles, the laughter,
the tears, people singing along...it's
like a party, it's like going to a sta-
dium full of fans from the same team.
What is stunning for me, is not
only are the grandmothers and the
daughters coming (to see the film),
but the grandchildren in their teens
are sending me videos from the the-
atre, saying how much they loved the
film and the dialogues. That was un-
expected - it's good to know that you
have a newer generation of fan fol-
lowers.

If Madhavan had set out to realise
his dream in the current situation,
do you think things would've worked
out in his favour?

I'm sure of one thing - if | was sent
out in the world today, | would defi-
nitely do things differently from the
others, | would have the ability to
think laterally, and | would have the
courage to follow through with my
instincts. And that would've defi-
nitely made me stand out. | do not
know how successful | would've
been, but being mundane and
ordinary has always been a big fear
for me.
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