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WINNERS OF VISUAL ART
CONTEST T0 BE HONOURED

The Ministry of Culture, Sports and
Youth will organise today a function
to honour the winners of the visual
art competition. The function will
be organised under the patronage
of His Highness Sayyid Azzan bin
Qais Al Said at the Omani Society
for Fine Arts. >A5
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HM CONGRATULATES PRESIDENT OF FI

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan Haitham
bin Tarik has sent a cable of congratulations
to President Wiliame Katonivere of

the Republic of Fiji on his country’s
Independence Day anniversary. In his
cable, His Majesty the Sultan expressed

his sincere greetings and wishes to the
president and to his country’s people. -oNA
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Empowering young minds at Oman Science Festival
(O 9AM - 8PM 5] 10th - 15th October, 2022 ©) Oman Convention & Exhibition Center
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Zanzibar President
to visit Sultanate of
Oman on Tuesday

MUSCAT: Dr. Hussein Ali
Mwinyi, President of Zanzibar
will pay an official two-day visit
to the Sultanate of Oman on
Tuesday.

A statement issued by the Di-
wan of Royal Court states: For
further cementing the deep-
rooted relations and historic
and cultural ties between the
Sultanate and Zanzibar and for
enhancement of existing coop-
eration between the two coun-
tries in various spheres and for
further development of horizons
of cooperation, for the joint inter-

est and for further development,
progress and prosperity, Dr.
Hussein Ali Mwinyi, President
of Zanzibar will pay an official
two-day visit to the Sultanate
effective from Tuesday 11 Octo-
ber 2022, during which aspects
of existing cooperation between
the two countries and ways of en-
hancement of cooperation would
be discussed for achievement of
aspirations of the peoples of the
two countries. May the Almighty
Allah grant success to the en-
deavours/efforts of the leaders of
both the countries” -ona

TOP THREE INSIDE STORIES

Oman Science Festival to hoost innovation

The third edition of the Oman Science Festival, under the slogan
‘With science we meet again’, will start today at the Oman
Convention and Exhibition Centre. >A3

Putin signs decree
totighten security

Russian President
2 Vladimir Putin signed

adecree on enhancing
security measures for the Crimea
bridge, following the explosion
atthe bridge thatkilled atleast
three people. He also called for
securing the energy bridge and
the gas pipeline linking Crimea
and mainland Russia. >A6

Moody's upgrades
Oman’s outlook

Moody’s agency has raised
3 the outlook on the credit
rating of the Sultanate of
Oman from stable to positive.
It affirmed the rating at Ba3.
The modification of the future
outlook reflects the extent of
the government’s commitment
to implementing measures to
control financial conditions. >B1

MUSCAT: His Highness Sayyid
Theyazin bin Haitham Al Said,
Minister of Culture, Sports and
Youth will preside over the launch
of Electronic Records and Archives
Management Wusool Project at Al
Bustan Palace Hotel on Monday.
Wusool Project is one of the
national projects concerned with
digital transformation led by the
National Records and Archives
Authority and is in line with the
government efforts aimed to boost

Since the beginning
of the current year,
the Sultanate has
achieved a financial
surplus due to an
increase in oil prices
for the first time
since 2014

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Sultanate of

Oman has used windfall oil rev-
enues to ease pressure on public
finances and the fiscal reform pro-
gramme and favourable oil prices
have together contributed greatly
to the recovery of Oman’s eco-
nomic sector, according to a top
government official.

Speaking during an Al Shabiba
programme, ‘Ma’a Al Shabiba’, Aseel
bint Mohammed Redha Al Lawati,
Director of Public Debt Manage-
ment Unit at the Ministry of Fi-
nance said: “The Public Debt Man-
agement Unitwas setup in 2016 and
has been at the forefront in manag-
ing the nation’s public debt portfolio
and its associated risks.”

Aseel said: “The easing of pres-
sure on public finances has im-
proved our ability to meet debt
obligations. Our department has

constantly reviewed the status of

OMR 2.4 hillion

Approximately OMR24
illion of the public debt
has been paid, exceeding
expecrafions. During the
current year, OMR4 billion
will be paid

existing loans, ensuring refinance
ofloans atlow cost and diversifica-
tion of the sources of local and in-
ternational finance.” The top gov-
ernment official’s comments come
in the wake of positive ratings from
global rating agencies recently.

On Friday, global ratings agen-
cy, Moody’s upgraded Oman’s
outlook to ‘positive’ from ‘stable’,
citing elevated oil prices easing
the nation’s debt position over
the next few years as the nation
swung to a budget surplus in the
first half of 2022. Moody’s expects

e-governance under Oman Vision
2040. The project aims to provide
a system for optimal management
of archives and records in consist-
ence with the National Manual of
the Procedures for Management of
Electronic Records and Archives.
The project for managing e-
records and archive is a system to
take care of all electronic records
and archives of establishments
in accordance with the standards
and procedures followed by the

BUDGET SURPLUS HELPS

GUT PUBLIG DEBT IN OMAN

Oman’s fiscal balance to remain
surplus over the next two years.

Public debt

Aseel said: “The elevated oil pric-
es has led to a curb in the growth
of public debt, attributable to
deficit financing since 2015 and
later due to the impact of Covid-19
pandemic. The public debt had ex-
ceeded OMR20 billion.”

She added: “The external public
debt accounts for 75% of the pub-
lic debt portfolio. Since the begin-
ning of the current year, we have

Eating out? Be prepared to shell out more at restaurants

MUSCAT: Be it weekends or daily
snacks, eating out is a common
practice in Oman.

But diners and regular custom-
ers at restaurants and cafeterias
are now feeling the pinch as many
restaurants and cafes have in-
creased the prices of their meals.

From a simple and popular sha-
warma plate to delicacies in res-
taurants, all have become pricier.

While the owners and manag-
ers of restaurants and cafes justify
the increase due to the rising costs
of ingredients, including oil and
poultry, forcing customers to fork
out more when they dine out.

Against the trend

‘While there has generally been an
increase in prices across restau-
rants, a well-known Indian restau-
rant - Maya Firangi Indian Lounge
- has turned the trend by reducing

the prices.
Mahendra Singh, manager of

the restaurant, said: “When the
restaurant started in 2014/15, we
had high prices as we had only a
few other restaurants running
along in the Cave Complex. Since
COVID, most of the restaurants
have closed down and we would

like to attract people to come to
our outlet. We have found that in
the present situation, prices need
to be competitive and that’s why
we have brought down the prices
by nearly 20 per cent.”

Arguably, Turkish shawarma is
the most popular snack/meal for
many in Oman.

UMH]

“Earlier it was 700 baisas,
then with the introduction
of VAT it was made 750
baisas, now they have
made it OMR1, which is too
much,” Indian expat Saji
said

And there are quite a few places
in Muscat where we often find long
queues each day to grab a bite of
it. The taste and the aroma of the
shawarma shops is something that
one enjoys.

However, the increase in the
prices of this staple meal across
the capital has left few clients

concerned. A popular cafeteria
at Ruwi, which has been selling
these Turkish shawarma for the
past many decades, admitted to
hiking the price by 250 baisas.
“I was shocked as they increased
the prices again. Earlier it was
700 baisas, then with the intro-
duction of VAT it was made 750
baisas, now they have made it
OMR1, which is too much,” In-
dian expat Saji said.

Admitting the increase, a popu-
lar Turkish shawarma shop owner
in Al Khuwair, said: “There are
various factors that have led to the
rise and we have got the revised
prices approved by the concerned
ministry and municipality offi-
cials. But we have ensured that the
quality remains the same.” Restau-
rant owners say that a lot of ingre-
dients from Turkey are used and
that makes it costlier. >A5

National Records and Archives
Authority. The system represents
a specialised and safe platform
which enables government de-
partments to initiate and manage
all electronic records in an inte-
grated manner. The system also
enables such departments to
directly communicate reducing
paperwork and facilitates proce-
dures and upgrades the efficien-
cy of communication of govern-
ment departments. -ona

achieved a financial surplus due
to an increase in oil prices for the
first time since 2014.

“We have used part of the sur-
plus in early payment of loans/
borrowings. At the end of August
2022, the public debt has come
down to approximately OMR18.4
billion, thus enabling the economy
to avoid any crises in the future.
‘We exceeded our expectations as
we paid approximately OMR2.4
billion of the public debt. During
the current year, OMR4 billion
will be paid further.” >A5
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PRAYER
TIMINGS

Dhuhr 11:59pm
Asr 3:21pm
Maghrib 5:51pm
Isha 7:.01pm
Fajr (TOMOITOW)..covevrernne 4:47am

CGII Center Number
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Leaders in Leasing
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Choose from a wide range of brand new Freezer & | Drybodytrucks
Buses, Pickups, SUVs, Sedans or PDO spec vehicle to lease.

Custom made solution for Corporates,
Government & individual customers.

For more details, contact:

94394301 /95692420

Branches:
Ghala: 96790965, Sohar ; 95345334
Dugm: 85332895, Salalah: 87124671, Wattayah : 85421249

PSM observes Eid
Milad un Nabi

Times News Service

MUSCAT: A formal session
was conducted to celebrate Eid
Milad un Nabi with passion and
warmth to pay homage to the
Holy Prophet (Peace Be Upon
Him) the Saviour of mankind at
Pakistan School Muscat Hall on
the 12 Rabi Al Awal 1444 Hijri on
October 8,2022.

The session started with the
recitation of the Holy Quran
and followed by the recitation
of Na’ats, poetry, speeches and
views by the guest speakers.

A large number of students,
teachers, parents and communi-
ty members attended the session
with full religious fervour.

The guest speakers addressed
the audience and highlighted the
significance of various aspects of

the life and teachings of the Holy
Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him) to
understand the true essence of
his message.

The occasion was graced by
Chief Guest Dr. Abdullah bin
Saeed Al Moamri along with Dr.
Hilal Al Lawati, Defence Attache
of the Embassy of the Islamic Re-
public of Pakistan, Dr. Ikram Bur-
ney, Dr. Zahid Qamar, the Chair-
man Board of Directors Ameer
Hamza, Members Board of Di-
rectors, Senior Principal Nasir
Nawaz and other dignitaries.

Na’ats were recited by the
renowned Na’at Khawans Asif
Raza Sultan, Ghulam Mur-
taza Qadri and Jamil Zaidi.
Nasheed was recited by the PSM
student Yasmeen Muhammad.
Na’at was recited by PSM teacher
Muhammad Faraz.
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English: Friday, 28" October 2022
Arabic; Saturday, 29* October 2022
Venue: City Amphitheater, Qurm
Time: 7:00pm, Gates open at 5:30pm
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A clue in the profile photo

Saleh Al-Shaibany

at a social media’s profile

photo of one of my con-
tacts trying to make out what it
meant in real terms.

I always think that these
innocent looking profile
photos really mean something.
They always tell a story about
people who posted them. This
particular one, had an artist
impression of a picture show-
ing alittle girl helping out her
mother in the kitchen.

The caption “it’s the little
memories that will last a life-
time” written across the profile
photo said it all. For a moment,
it was tempting to ask what
really inspired this young
woman to post that informa-

Itook a pause while looking

tion in her profile. Instead, I
dwelled back to my growing
up years looking for clues to
what I am today. The past do
add up to give an answer to the
present.

The casual slap on the face
at home, the shove on the
street or a word shouted at
you in the classroom, all made
us what we are today. How
we deal with all that now is
crucial. So crucial that it can
be the ingredient of success or
a complete breakdown further
down at the finishing line.
Though that slap leaves no
physical scar but the clues of
its effect are everywhere in the
way we carry on.

I bet Elon Musk does not
just want to make money for
his electric cars but try unwar-
ily to settle a score to someone
in his days as a child in South
Africa. Perhaps the same can
be said for Napoleon in his at-
tempt to conquer Europe, Pele
in his footballing wizardry or
even the explorer Ibn Battuta
in his quest trying to find new
foreign lands.

It is like a boomerang of
actions, no matter how far it is
thrown, it always come back
to us, in one form or another. It
is just some people turn their

Oman Science Fest to
encourage innovation
among students

‘&

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The third edition of
the Oman Science Festival, un-
der the slogan ‘With science we
meet again’, will start on Monday
at the Oman Convention and Ex-
hibition Centre and will continue
for six days. The festival aims to
disseminate science to students
and members of society in an
easy way, in an interactive way
that stimulates creative think-
ing, and a positive trend towards
science, innovation and scientific
research.

In an effort to keep pace with
global trends based on the dis-
semination of science and tech-
nology and the future changes

and developments, students will
be encouraged to realise the im-
portance of science in life, urg-
ing them to innovate, enhance
their skills to integrate into the
knowledge-based economy, and
encouraging them to continue
learning in scientific disciplines.
The festival has the participa-
tion of 110 government, private,
military and civil institutions
and bodies, and associations, and
more than 1,000 participants,
and it will include approximately
452 various activities, interactive
scientific seminars, scientific
exhibitions of innovations, ex-
periments and scientific compe-
titions, lectures and discussion
sessions, and scientific theatre.

vented up anger of childhood
into good use while others,
just steer the wheel of their
present life to self-destruction.
‘We don’t need a psychiatrist to
tell us how well we can use our
growing up experience to our
advantage. It is just we need to

understand and reconcile

our past. We cannot go back

to rearrange things and co
back into the present.

But even for the seemingly

fortunate ones, who spent

‘quality time’ with their par-
ents helping out with house-
hold chores, or just mingle
with the ‘right’ friends in their
spare time, the rudder of their
bearings could still steer to the

wrong direction.

In anutshell, whether we
look lovingly in the past or just
dread it, we all need to march
on. But the most important
part of understanding the past
is to understand people around

us

past to get some answers.

If you had abad childhood,
then make sure your children
do not go through the same
experience. That’s how you
reconcile with your past and
make better use of it. So next
time you see someone’s profile,
cast your thoughts into your
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BY HAFIDH SAIF AL-RAWAHY
Islamic Information Center,
Sultan Qaboos Grand Mosque

rophet Muhammad
P(PBUH) was born in Mak-

kah in the Arabian Penin-
sula, a town known as a hub of
trade and pilgrimage; it was vis-
ited by people from Yemen in the
south and the Levant in the north.
Arabs are descendants of Prophet
Abraham (PBUH) through his
first born child Ishmael (PBUH).
Prophet Abraham (PBUH) made
a supplication for the Arab guardi-
anship of the sacred house of
Ka’abah, and for a Prophet to be
sent to guide them and the worlds.
Arabs had solid characteristics
of bravery, generosity, altruism,
trustworthiness, and sharp mem-
ory to receive, preserve and prop-
agate God’s last message. Arabia
was an isolated piece of land from
the rest of the world, but at the
same time laying between two ri-
val powers of its time, the Byzan-
tines in the west and the Sassan-
ids in the east. Due to geographic
location of the Arabian Peninsula
and being isolated from the rest
of the world, Arabs were not in-
fluenced or assimilated by either
culture or civilization - a perfect
condition for maintaining the last
message in its pristine form.

The political culture of Arabia
consisted of tribal laws where
clans formed alliances to defend
each other and their territories,
resources, and land. Tribal rulings
and customs were the only laws,
and were enforced with no mercy,
and in accordance with the whims
and caprices of the rulers. Verbal-
ized history, poetry, and verbal
literature of tribal story telling
helped tribes to protect their iden-
tity.

The majority of Arabs were
unlettered, and for that reason
verbal tradition was common.
Poets from different tribes would
attempt to outshine one another
at public poetry forums. Poetry
was something that could trigger
conflicts and violence; but it could
also be the cause of peace. For this
reason, the highly sophisticated
eloquence of the Qur'an with its
rich meaning in its verses, beauty
in its expressions, and greatness
in its style posed a big challenge to
the Arab pagans.

They knew that Prophet Mu-
hammad (PBUH) was unlettered
and was not a poet, yet they could
not explain why suddenly he be-
came eloquent in literature. The
Qur’an itself poses a challenge to
anyone who thinks that it did not
come from the Almighty God to
produce something similar, and
because Makkan pagans could
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THE LIFE OF
PROPHET MUHAMMAD

not fulfill the challenge, they re-
sorted in discrediting the Prophet
- a pattern that has since been re-
peated throughout history.

The Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) challenged three core
matters that upset the status quo
in Makkah. First, the irrational
idea that material things are wor-
thy of worship; and instead, he
invited people to worship one
true God who created and sus-
tains the universe and everything
in it. Second, the social hierarchy
that maintained the superiority of
certain tribes and families at the
expense of others, and instead, he
proclaimed that no human being
is superior to another because of
race, gender, or any physical qual-
ity; he rejected all forms of racism
and he argued that the only superi-
ority among people is that of moral
excellence or piety. Third, he de-
molished the system of injustice,
corruption, and harmful practices
of society, and instead, he built a
society that was based on social
justice, charity, dignity, respect for
others, and with a strong spiritual
and moral foundation.

The Prophet (PBUH) propagat-
ed his message in Makkah for 13
years, but as Islam began to make
impacts in the society, he and his
followers were perceived by the
Makkan elites as a direct threat to
their social, economic, and politi-
cal privileges that came with their
control of Ka’abah. The Prophet
(PBUH) was met with strong op-
position, hostility, anger, intense
hatred, and slander, as well as vio-
lence, torture, and boycott.

The Makkan elites began with
the strategy of physical violence
and torture on Muslims of the
lower social status, who could not
be defended by their clans. For the
nobles, they would reproach and
ridicule them, oppose their views,
and treat them with contempt.

When this strategy did not de-
ter the Prophet (PBUH) and his
followers, they widened their
campaign of terror and maximum
pressure to cover all individuals.
Throughout the Makkan period,
the Prophet (PBUH) forbade Mus-
lims to respond in kind and the use
of any form of violence. Instead, he
nurtured them away from hatred,
violence and extremism.

The Prophet (PBUH) estab-
lished Dar al-Argam as a center of
learning, to educate and develop
his followers both intellectually
and spiritually, and to keep them
away from the conflict zones. The
Prophet (PBUH) knew he was
sent as a mercy to all humanity,
and he asked Muslims to be pa-
tient and persistent in their suf-
fering to overcome the short-term
challenges so that the last mes-
sage of God could reach all people.
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The Pruphel (PBUH) prnpagated hIS messagein Makkah fur
13 years, but as Islam began fo make impacts in society,
he and his followers were perceived by the Makkan elites
as a direct threat to their social, economic, and political
privileges that came with their control of Ka'abah

When the pressure became un-
bearable and some Muslims com-
plained to the Prophet (PBUH),
he reminded them of previous
believers who suffered more, but
did not turn back from faith and
reassured them that the Lord will
accomplish His purpose.

After 13 years of persistent suf-
fering, the Prophet (PBUH) and
his followers received an invita-
tion to migrate to Madinah. The
Arabs of Madinah pledged to take
the Prophet (PBUH) as their lead-
er and to defend him and his mes-
sage. The migration or hijrah took
placein 622 CE when close to 200
Muslim families from Makkah
migrated to Madinah with the
Prophet (PBUH). This marked a
shift for Muslims from persecu-
tion to nation building.

Moving away from tribalism,
the Prophet (PBUH) established

THE VILLAGE OF
MIBAM, lies amongst Tiwi’s  fui
scenic beauty, and can only
be reached by a four-wheel
vehicle. Mibam is a quiet and
serene village that makes
one feel at home almost
immediately and has a sooth-
ing vibe. One can see the old
castle overlooking the village
while walking between the
village’s rich farmlands, Aflaj
and waterfalls. The people

of Mibam are extremely
friendly and happy to help
visitors and residents alike.

the first civil society in Medina.
A civil treaty was signed by all
community members of Madinah
that laid out the framework for
a political constitution that had
never been seen before in Arabia,
and for that matter, in the world,
until the publishing of the Magna
Carta in 1215 CE. The document
is referred as the “Constitution
of Madinah” and it defined the
reality of a city nation-state with
a common citizenship, consist-
ing of Makkan Muslims migrants,
Madinan Muslims hosts, Madi-
nan Jews, and Madinan polythe-
ists.

These groups made a unified
community (ummah), having
equal rights and responsibilities,
asdistinctfrom other peoples. The
treaty provided a federal structure
with a centralized authority on
matters of public finance, security,
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and national defense, while at the
same time, the distinct tribes and
clans in various districts enjoyed
autonomy in certain matters of a
social, cultural, and spiritual char-
acter. The Prophet as the leader
and arbiter of the community
based his actions on the common
law, negotiated in this legally
binding civil treaty.

Madinah became a paradigm
of a multi-ethnic, multi-cultural,
pluralistic society, with a rule of
law and religious and cultural tol-
erance, and where each member
of the community was guaranteed
protection and religious freedom
- a forerunner of a contemporary
nation-state.

In Madinah, the Prophet
(PBUH) introduced many other
political, social, and economic re-
forms. Madinah, as a city-state,
was modelled on Islamic values of
human rights, women’s rights, the
rights of minorities, and peaceful
co-existence. It was governed by
a civil constitution and a system
of consultation (Shura), with full
respect, tolerance and acceptance
of other religions and cultures.
This level of pluralism (religious
and cultural) and tolerance would
be the hallmark of Muslim govern-

ance - something that was scarce
in Europe at that time.

Madinan society moved away
from tribalism, and into a cen-
tralized political system abiding
by the rule of law, diplomacy, and
international relations, as well as
a national army for maintaining
peace and security.

The diplomacy of the Prophet
(PBUH) was exceptional, espe-
cially his effort to reach out to
the Christian communities. He
negotiated and signed treaties
of peace and friendship with the
Christians of Najran, the Monks of
Sinai, the Christians of Persia, the
Christians of the world, the Assyr-
ian Christians, and the Armenian
Christians of Jerusalem.

The Prophet (PBUH) estab-
lished public treasury or Baytul
al-Mal and introduced reforms
on commercial ownership, con-
tracts, social security, distribution
of wealth through institutions of
charity and endowments. He also
redefined economic activities and
factors of production free from
usury and moral hazards. In the
social sphere, reforms were intro-
duced on rules related to marriage,
inheritance laws, and child sup-
port. There was also a lot of em-
phasis on education and learning,.

For the 13 years of struggle in
Makkah to eradicate idolatry and
corruption, the Muslims were
violently persecuted, tortured,
and embargoed. On more than
one occasion, Muslims had asked
for permission to fight back, but
the Prophet (PBUH) replied that
the Almighty God had not given
him permission to fight back. The
Prophet knew that aggression
breeds further aggression, and the
holy city would have turned into a
nightmare of violence and blood-
bath. He was trying to teach them
forgiveness, tolerance, mercy, and
perseverance.

Hundreds of Prophet Muham-
mad’s biographies have been
written, both in classical periods
and contemporary. Many of these
biographies have been translated
and are available in different lan-
guages. More recently, there are
Western scholars who are more
sympathetic to the figure of Mu-
hammad, who have also written
biographies that are more objec-
tive than the traditional Western
distorted view of the Prophet
(PBUH).

To name a few: Karen Arm-
strong, Craig Considine, Lesley
Hazleton, Juan Cole amongst oth-
ers. There is no reason for anyone
toremainignorantabout this great
Prophet of Islam and open oneself
to manipulations of polemics and
propaganda of orientalists, Isla-
mophobes and far-right that have
colored all discourses of Islam.

age

& ‘. i ,f_.,—'"




TIMES OF OMAN

TANUF
REFRESH

RIBGYCILIE

@l@m

MONDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2022 | AS

100% RECYCLABLE
100% RECYCLABLE

Winners of visual
art competition
to be honoured

The function will

be organised under
the patronage of His
Highness Sayyid
Azzan bin Qais Al
Said at the premises
of the Omani Society
for Fine Arts

MUSCAT: The Ministry of Cul-
ture, Sports and Youth will organ-
ise today a function to honour the
winners of the visual art competi-
tion.

The function will be organised
under the patronage of His High-
ness Sayyid Azzan bin Qais Al
Said at the premises of the Omani
Society for Fine Arts.

The competition has covered
the fields of drawing, painting,
Arabic calligraphy, digital art ad

<FROM

photography.

The number of artworks
presented in the five fields
amounted to over 1,500 works,
including 1,008 in the field of
photography for 287 artists of
which 50 works for 38 artists
have been accepted.

In the fine arts, 382 artworks
for 192 artists have been present-
ed of which 73 were accepted.

In the field of digital art, 129
artworks have been presented of
which 11 artworks have been ac-
cepted.

In the field of Arabic calligra-
phy 70 artworks have been pre-
sented of which 39 have been ac-
cepted. -ona

Al ‘Prices have increaesd’

“There are a few other options
from other countries like Brazil.
But we are committed to giving
our customers the same taste. As
we are paying higher prices on
our purchase, we decided to pass
a nominal burden on to our cli-
ents,” he added.

Another manager at a popular

restaurant in the CBD area agreed
that prices have been raised but
said that there has been no im-
pact on the sales. “We have been
forced to increase the prices due
to the rise in costs, especially ba-
sic ingredients like oil, chicken,
meat, etc,” said the manager of
this Indian/Arabic restaurant.

Al E.conomic recovery
1S gaining traction

“In March, we re-financed a
loan due for payment in 2023.
This is in addition to the early
payment of some loans such as
the Chinese loan which amount-
ed to US$3.6 billion besides the
re-purchase of sovereign govern-
ment bonds in the local market.

“For instance, the debts due
for payment between 2023 and
2025 exceed OMRS6 billion. But
we expect to reduce it to less than
OMRS5 billion. In January next,
the maximum external finance
would be approximately US $1.25
billion,” she said.

Aseel said the change in out-
look of leading rating agencies
is due to the assumption that oil
prices will remain elevated for
the next few years, which will af-
ford the government additional
time to advance its fiscal and eco-
nomic reform agenda.

Economic recovery

Oman’s economic recovery is
gaining traction, supported by a
revival of the hydrocarbon sec-
tor and the relaxation of Covid-19

restrictions, the International
Monetary Fund said earlier this
week. The economy is set to ex-
pand 4.3 per cent in 2022, sup-
ported by continued recovery of
non-hydrocarbon economic ac-
tivity, according to the fund.

The sultanate’s gross domestic
product growth rebounded to 3
percent last year, after a 3.2 per-
cent contraction in 2020.

Earlier this month, S&P Global
Ratingshad also affirmed its ‘BB-*
long-term and ‘B’ short-term for-
eign and local currency sovereign
credit ratings on Oman. The rat-
ing agency has maintained its
‘stable’ outlook on the sultanate’s
ratings.

The hike has not gone down
well with a few regular custom-
ers though most of them are of the
opinionthatpriceshaveincreased
across many items. “These are
difficult times. It would have been
nicer if the restaurants would not
have increased the prices,” a resi-
dent said.
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- Ministry of Health
ANNOUNCEMENT

specialized companies to participate The Ministry of Health invites in the following Tenders: -

Tender Rel

Description

Closing Time/ Day/
Daie

Last date for
Collection of tender
Document

Eligibility

Tender Fee
(Non-
Relundable)

2022/2529

maintenance work at
SINAW hospital

Before 10 am Thursday
17MNovember/2022

Before 12 pm Tuesday
18/0ctober/2022

Specialized Companies registered

with Tender Board Fourth

R.O25
Par set

202272528

maintenance works at
old [BRA polyclinic

Before 10 am Thursday
17 November/2022

Before 9 am Tuesday
18/0ctober/2022

Specialized Companies registered
with Tender Board Fourth degree

R.0 25
Per sat

Tenders.

Ministry is not bound to accept the lowest tender and reserves the right to accepts or reject any tendar,

All Spacialized and interested Companies registered with Tender Board on the above mentioned Grade may obtain Tender documents from the
E. Tendering website: hitps://etendering.tenderboard.gov.om against non-refundable payment as mentioned above for each set of document.

Tenders should be submitted on line on the given website signed and sealed. The Tenderer should enclose scan copy of Bank Guarantee or a
certified Cheque issued by a Local bank for not less than Onz percent (1%) for the Tender value validity for (90) days from the Tender
Submission date, addressed to The Chairman of the Tender Committee before one day of date submissian,

The Original Bank Guarantee should be submitted to the office of Director of Purchase and Tenders one day before the submission date for all

(https://etendering.tenderboard.gov.om) Any Clarification, you may confact via, Telephone: 24402200
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Putin signs decree

(o Je

to tighten security
for Crimea bridge

Putin also called for
securing the energy
bridge and the gas
pipeline connecting
the peninsula with
mainland Russia

MOSCOW: Russian President
Vladimir Putin signed a decree on
enhancing security measures for
the Crimea bridge, the Kremlin
said on Saturday, following the ex-
plosion at the bridge that killed at
least three people.

In a statement, Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin also called for
securing the energy bridge and the
gas pipeline connecting the penin-
sula with mainland Russia. “The
Federal Security Service of the
Russian Federation shall be vested
with the authority to organize and
coordinate protection measures
for the Kerch Strait transport
crossing, the power grid’s energy
bridge between the Russian Fed-
eration and the Crimean Peninsu-
la, along with the main gas pipeline
between the Krasnodar Region
and Crimea, during their opera-
tion,” TASS quoted the document.

This is done to enhance the effi-
ciency of protection measures for

Hurricane Julia makes landfall in

MANAGUA: Tropical Storm Ju-
lia strengthened into a hurricane
late on Saturday before making
landfall on the eastern coast of
Central America.

Julia passed the Colombian is-
land San Andres before hitting
the coast of Nicaragua just north
of Bluefields with maximum sus-
tained winds of 85 miles per hour
(140 kilometers per hour), the US
National Hurricane Center (NHC)

the transport crossing, the energy
bridge and the gas pipeline across
the Kerch Strait, the report added.

A truck exploded on the road
bridge, causing seven fuel tanks
of a train heading to the Crimean
Peninsula to catch fire. Three peo-
ple were killed in the blast, which
also led to the partial collapse of
two spans of the road bridge, ac-
cording to media reports.

Traffic reopened to cars and
buses with a full inspection pro-
cedure needed on the road route
of the Crimean Bridge, after an ex-
plosion on the viaduct on Saturday.
Crimea’s head Sergei Aksyonov
said that trucks are still required
to cross the Kerch Strait by ferry.

said on Sunday morning,.

“Life-threatening flash floods
and mudslides possible from heavy
rains over Central America and
Southern Mexico through early
next week,” the NHC previously
warned.

Thousands evacuated

Julia is classified as a Category 1
storm, on the low side of the five-
tier Saffir-Simpson hurricane

A, S EEON

Y55
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An initial assessment of the rail-
way part of the Crimean Bridge
has been carried out, and restora-
tion work is underway, the Rus-
sian Ministry of Transport said.

The bridge was opened in 2018
by President Vladimir Putin,
four years after Moscow annexed
Crimea and was designed to link
the peninsula to Russia’s transport
network.

The 19-kilometre bridge, which
runs across the Kerch Strait and
connects Crimea with mainland
Russia, consists of a railway and
vehicle sections. It became fully
operational in 2020.

Earlier, the transport ministry
had said the bridge, which consists

wind scale.

As the hurricane approached,
Nicaragua evacuated some 6,000
people in the Laguna de Perlas
area, in the Miskito keys located
off the coast, and in other zones.

In Bluefields, one of the Nicara-
guantowns expected to be affected,
fishermen were seen safeguarding
theirboats. Locals rushed to ATMs
and stocked up on essentials.

Colombian President Gustavo

North Korea fires missiles after
Washington-Seoul military drills

PYONGYANG: South Korea
said North Korea fired two short-
range ballistic missiles into its
eastern waters early on Sunday
morning local time, the latest in a
series of launches that Pyongyang
has called a “righteous reaction”
to military drills by Seoul and
‘Washington.

South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of
Staff said in a statement it de-
tected the two missiles launched
between 1:48 a.m. and 1:58 a.m. on
Sunday (1648 and 1658 UTC Sat-
urday) from the eastern coastal
city of Munchon.

The Japanese government also
reported that North Korea had
fired missiles, with Vice Defense
Minister Toshiro Ino saying they
had both landed in the sea outside
of Japan’s exclusive economic

zone. Authorities were investi-
gating what type of missiles were
launched and the possibility they
were submarine-launched ballis-
tic missiles. Ino said both missiles
flew about 350 kilometers (217
miles) at a maximum attitude of
100 kilometers and ended their
journeys in waters between the
Korean Peninsula and Japan.

UN resolutions prohibit North
Korea from testing ballistic mis-
siles of any range amid fears over
the communist country’s nuclear
weapons program.

The US Indo-Pacific Com-
mand said in a statement that the
launches highlighted “the desta-
bilizing impact” of North Korea’s
unlawful weapons programs. It
said the US remained unwaver-
ingly committed to the defense of

South Korea and Japan.

Escalation of weapons tests

In the past two weeks, North
Korea has fired several ballistic
missiles into the sea in multiple
launch events, with one nuclear-
capable missile on Tuesday fly-
ing over Japan for the first time
in five years.

The reported launches came at
the conclusion of drills by the US
and South Korea that involved
the participation of the nuclear-
powered aircraft carrier USS
Ronald Reagan.

North Korea regards such mili-
tary exercises as arehearsal for an
invasion of'its territory and reacts
particularly strongly if the US de-
ploys major strategic assets such
as an aircraft carrier. ow

of two parallel routes for automo-
biles and trains, will possibly open
to trains by 8 pm Moscow time on
Saturday.

“In light of the emergency situa-
tion on the Crimean Bridge, Putin
heard reports from Prime Min-
ister Mikhail Mishustin, Deputy
Prime Minister Marat Khusnullin,
Emergencies Minister Alexander
Kurenkov and Transport Minister
Vitaly Savelyev, as well as heads
of security services,” the Kremlin
statement said.

Putin instructed the Prime Min-
ister to set up a government com-
mission to investigate the incident
and eliminate the aftermath as
soon as possible. am

Nicaragua

Petro said he hoped “the damage
would be less than last time,” refer-
ring to the destruction from Hurri-
cane Iota in 2020. He has called on
hotel chains to “open their doors
for shelter.”

Julia is expected to weaken af-
ter making landfall in Nicaragua,
before moving north towards the
coasts of Honduras, El Salvador,
and Guatemala on Sunday and
Monday, forecasts said. ow
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Austria elections
likely to see
President Van der
Bellen reelected

VIENNA: Austrians head to the
polls on Sunday to vote in a presi-
dential election likely to see the
incumbent, Alexander Van der
Bellen, stay in office.

Van der Bellen is seen as a sta-
ble leader at a time of grave crisis
when energy costs and inflation
top voters’ concerns in the Alpine
nation, which is member of the
European Union but is not part of
the NATO security alliance.

At his last campaign rally Fri-
day, Van der Bellen said, “The
biggest competitor on Sunday
will be the sofa.”

Six vying for the

presidency

Austria has a voting public of 6.4

million in a country of 9 million.
With ads proclaiming Van

der Bellen is “the safe choice in

stormy times,” the one-time lead-

er of the Greens is running as an
independent.

Van der Bellen faces six chal-
lengers in the race, all of whom
trailed him in the polls leading
up to the vote. To avoid a run-off,
he will have to secure more than
50% of the vote in the first round.

Most of Austria’s major par-
ties have backed Van der Bellen,
except for the far-right Freedom
Party (FPO). The far right has
instead put forth as a candidate
Walter Rosenkranz, currently
in second place in the polls with
15% support.

Support for the FPO has de-
clined since 2019 amid a cor-
ruption scandal that eventually
forced former Chancellor Sebas-
tian Kurz from power.

The Austrian president serves
a term of six years in the largely
ceremonial role. ow

Indian Air Force announces
new weapon system branch

CHANDIGARH: Pride and val-
our echoed in the celebrations of
the Indian Airforce which marked
the completion of 90 years of its
foundation on Saturday. IAF chief
Air Chief Marshal Vivek Ram
Chaudhari lauded the forces and
informed that the Indian govern-
ment approved the creation of a
weapon system branch for the of-
ficers in IAF.

This year’s anniversary cele-
brations theme was “IAF: Trans-
forming for the Future”. This
aptly highlights the Indian Air
Force’s needs to redefine, reimag-
ine and recalibrate to transform
into a contemporary and future-
ready force.

“It is my privilege to announce
that the government has approved
the creation of a Weapon System
Branch for Officers in the IAF.
This is the first time since the
independence that a new opera-
tional branch has been created,”
said Air Chief Marshal Vivek Ram
Chaudhari.

The move will essentially be for
manning four specialised streams
of Surface-to-Surface missiles,
Surface-to-Air Missiles, Remotely
Piloted Aircraft and Weapon Sys-
tem Operators in twin and multi-
crew aircraft.

He also informed that the crea-
tion of this branch would result in
savings of over

Rs 3,400 crore due to reduced
expenditure on flying training,.

He also stressed the induction of
air warriors into IAF through the
Agnipath scheme and called it an
opportunity to harness the poten-
tial of youth in India.

“We have changed our opera-
tional training methodology to
ensure each Agniveer is equipped

with the right skills and knowledge
to start their career in

the Air Force. In December this
year, we would be inducting 3,000
Agniveer Vayu for their initial
training. This number will only go
up in the years to come to ensure
adequate staffing,” he added.

He also outlined the plans for
the induction of women Agniveers
starting next year and informed
that the creation of infrastructure
is underway and the streamlining
of'trade structure is being finalised.

Highlighting the jointness
amongst three defence forces he
said, “There is a need to plan for
integrated and joint application of
combat power. The key to success
in multidomain operations is to
have flexible, robust and redun-
dant Command and Control Struc-
tures which will allow a joint force
to dominate across domains. Work
is in progress to enhance the joint-
ness amongst the three services.”

The Indian Air Force on Satur-

day began celebrations to mark
its 90 years of foundation at the
Sukhna Lake.

This is the first time that the an-
nual parade and fly-past are being
held outside Delhi-NCR.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
wished the force early this morning.

“Greetings and best wishes
to all courageous IAF air war-
riors and their families on the
Indian Air Force Day. The IAF is
known for its valour, excellence,
performance and professional-
ism. India is proud of its men and
women in blue. Wishing them
blue skies and happy landings,”
Singh tweeted.

The IAF conducted an hour-
long air show at the lake with par-
ticipation by nearly 80 military
aircraft and helicopters, including
the recently inducted indigenous-
ly-built Light Combat Helicopter
(LCH) “Prachand” will showcase
their aerial prowess during the
fly-past. anx
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Shonal claims top honours in the
first round of Oman RMC series

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Shonal Kunimal began
his 2022-23 season in Oman on a
victorious note as the 11-year-old
claimed the top honours in the
Mini Max category of the open-
ing round of the Oman Rotax Max
Challenge (RMC) Championship
at the Oman Automobile Asso-
ciation (OAA) Muscat Speedway
recently.

This is the first time that the
OAA is organising a domestic
Rotax Max Challenge series and
the championship will comprise
three rounds in various catego-
ries. Shonal, an Indian School

Iyver’s ton helps India beat Proteas

RANCHI : Shreyas Iyer’s unbeat-
en ton and Ishan Kishan’s 93-run
knock helped India beat South Af-
ricaby 7 wickets here at the JSCA
International Stadium to level the
three-match ODI series 1-1.

Chasing a tricky 279-run target
India did not get the ideal start
losing their skipper Shikhar Dha-
wan for 13 as the hosts lost their
first wicket for 28. Left-arm pacer
Wayne Parnell cleaned him up.
Opener Shubman Gill looked in
good touch hitting boundaries but
he too was dismissed for 28 off
26 by Kagiso Rabada caught and
bowled.

At 48/2 India needed a partner-
ship and Shreyas Iyer and Ishan
Kishan did just that. Team India
crossed the 50-run markin 9.1 overs.

The Iyer-Kishan duo batted
sensibly to strike a 50-run part-
nership off 70 balls and in the
process crossed the triple-figure
mark in 20.3 overs.

Southpaw Ishan Kishan also
went on to score his half-century
off 60 balls. Iyer was the quicker
off the two notching up his half-
century off just 48 balls. South
African pacers had no answer to
their partnership as these two put

Ghubra (ISG) student, has been a
regular face in the regional kart-
ing circuit over the past five years.
A solid display saw him claim
the top prize in the first round of

on 100 runs partnership for the
third wicket.

Iyer-Kishan helped India reach
the 150-run mark in 27 overs.
Wicket-keeper batter Ishan Kis-
han started batting aggressively
and alongwith Iyer took the part-
nership beyond the 150-run mark.

South African bowlers looked
helpless as India crossed the 200-
run mark in 33.3 overs. The 161-
run partnership was finally bro-
ken when Bjorn Fortuin dimissed
Ishan Kishan for 93 falling just
seven runs short of his maiden
ODI ton.

Sanju Samson then joined
Shreyas Iyer as the duo took In-
dia’s total beyond the 250-run
mark in 42.1 overs. Shreyas Iyer

the 2022-23 Oman Rotax Max
Challenge by the best lap time of
56.316 sec. He was followed by
another promising racer Adam
Awan, who has a best lap time
of 56.498 sec. With the best lap
time of 57.377 sec Devansh Ban-
dyopadhy completed the podium.
Ahead of the final race, the round
included qualifying and pre-final
aces. Shonal dominated all the
three sessions. This is the inau-
gural edition of the Oman Rotax
Max Challenge Championship
and the next round will be held on
December 10.

All the rounds will be held at the
Muscat Speedway and the overall

went on to score his second ODI
ton off 103 balls and also crossed
his previous best score of 103.

The iyer-Samson duo crossed
the 50-run mark off 51 balls as
the hosts inched closer to victory.
Shreyas Iyer went on to hit the
winning runs to help India chase
down the target in 45.5 overs and
level the three-match series 1-1.

Earlier in the day South African
captain Keshav Maharaj won the
toss and was elected to bat first
in the second ODI. South Africa
made three changes while India
made two. Temba Bavuma and
Tabraiz Shamsi were replaced
by Bjorn Fortuin and Reeza Hen-
dricks, while Anrich Nortje came
in for Lungi Ngidi. -am

champion will be crowned after
the third and final round, to be
held on February 3, 2023. Later,
OAA Oman Automobile Asso-
ciation manager Sanad al Rawahi
gave away the awards. Speak-
ing after winning the first round,
Shonal said, “It was a good start
to the new season. It also served
as a good warm-up for the MENA
Nations Cup 2022. I hope to con-
tinue with my good form and hope
to claim the overall title.”

Meanwhile, OAA is getting
ready to host the biggest karting
championship in the region, the
MENA Nations Cup, for the third
time later this year.

Djokovic cruises into Astana
final after Medvedev retires

ASTANA: Novak Djokovic ad-
vanced to the final match on Satur-
day at the Astana Open after Daniil
Medvedev retired from the duo’s
semi-final clash at the end of a dra-
matic second-set tie-break duetoa
leg injury.

Medvedev’s shocking retire-
ment came moments after Djoko-
vic had clinched a dramatic tie-
break to level the match at 4-6,
7-6(6).

“I really hope that his injury is
nothing too serious. I know Daniil,
he’s a great guy, he’s a fighter, he’s
a big competitor. He wouldn’t re-
tire amatch ifhe didn’t feel that he
[could] continue or [if it wouldn’t]
worsen his injury. He told me that
he pulled an adductor muscle in

his leg,” ATP.com quoted Djokovic
as saying.

“It was such a close match, par-
ticularly in the second set. I would
probably say he was a better player
on the court in both sets. I was
fighting and trying to find a way. I
found a way to win the second, but
I'mjust sad for the tournament and
for these people who were enjoy-
ing the battle, and for Daniil that it
had to end this way,” he added.

Djokovic will now aim to seal
back-to-back titles in Sunday’s
final against Stefanos Tsitsipas,
who was a 4-6, 6-4, 6-3 winner
against Andrey Rublev.

The Serbian, who lifted his 89th
tour-level crown in Tel Aviv last
week. ant

INTERNATIONAL MINING COMPANY LLC
(FORMERLY ZAWAWI GYPSUM LLC)

OPEN TENDER NOTICE

INTERNATIONAL MINING COMPANY LLC INVITES TENDERS FOR THE BELOW MENTIONED PROJECTS TO
BE PROVIDED FOR ITS GYPSUM QUARRY LOCATED IN THUMRAIT AREA.

Tender
Niirabae Project Name Fee (OMR) Non refundable
012022 Crilling and Blasting 25.000
(22022 Mining 25.000
n32022 Transporting crushed gypsum from quarry to porl of Salalah 25.000
DESCRIPTION DATE - Year 2022 LOCATION
Tender Advertising 10th Oct Local News papers
Tender issuance 12th Oct to 20th Oct Email
All Quenes 23rd Oct to 31st Oct Email
Site Visit 1st Now to 10th Mov (9 Al= 3 2M) Quarry
Tender Submission Deadling 20th Nov Email
Evaluations & Negotiations 21st Nov to S5thDec Email
Awarding 15th Dec Email

Account Mo: DOSD20018452
Swift Code: BSHROMRU

Interested companies may obtain proposal/Tender document by depositing fees mentioned in the table:
Beneficiary: International Mining Company
Bank Name: Schar International Bank SADG

And sending request with scan copy of the
deposit to tenderoman@knauf.com
until 20th October 2022.1psum
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AMAZON OUTPOST SERVICES

For the first time in the Sultanate of
Oman, Oman Data Park (ODP) launched
- Amazon Outpost cloud services, in
cooperation with Amazon International,
one of the largest American companies
in the field of cloud services and

BUSINESS & FINANCE

e-commerce worldwide

Moody’s upgrades
Oman’s outlook to
positive, ratings
affirmed at Ba3

Moody’s report states that the upgrade of

the Sultanate’s outlook reflects the extent

of the commitment of the government to

execute government procedures for control

of financial condition

Times News Service

MUSCAT: In a report, Moody’s,
the global credit rating agency,
has raised the outlook on the
credit rating of the Sultanate of
Oman from stable to positive by
fixing the rating at Ba3.

Moody’s report states that the
upgrade of the Sultanate’s outlook
reflects the extent of the commit-
ment of the government to ex-
ecute government procedures for
control of financial condition, be-
sides availing from the increase in

oil price in meeting its obligations
towards the public debt during
2022, which resulted in regain-
ing financial flexibility towards
the external risks’ shocks such as
the geopolitical changes and the
decrease in oil prices.

Moody’s stated that despite the
expectations for a continuation
of fluctuations of oil prices which
could drop to $50 to 70 per barrel
in the medium term, the oil price
would remain high during 2023
and 2024, mainly under the current
political and military tensions.

Moody’s stated that the public
debt would hopefully drop from 63
per cent in 2021 to less than 45 per
cent of the GDP by end of the cur-
rent year. Moody’s stated that the
procedures taken by the govern-
ment would contribute to the re-
duction of the initial fiscal deficit.

The agency stated that the cred-
it rating could improve in case the
government continued on its track
towards enhancement of the sus-
tainability in the general finance in
the short and medium term, which
includes the continuation of the
actions aimed at improvement of
financial and economic aspects
in a manner that would lessen the
risks of the Sultanate’s exposure to
economic risks and fluctuations of
oil markets in particular.

On the other hand, the agency
stated that the slowdown in the
pace of implementation of the
financial condition earlier taken
and the occurrence of additional
pressures on the state’s general fi-
nances may affect Oman’s rating,
mainly in case of a decrease in oil
prices. - with ONA inputs

OMAN INSURANCE COMPANY
REBRANDS ITSELF AS SUKOON

INSURANCE

Insurance
Company, a leading
insurer in the region,
has rebranded itselfas

Sukoon. The company unveiled

the new corporate logo at the

iconic Burj Khalifa on October

mian

6, 2022. The grand reveal
happened at an event attended
by the company’s Chairman,
board members, partners and
members of the press.
Expressing his opinion on the
uniquemilestone, His Excellency
Abdul-Aziz Abdulla Al Ghurair,
Chairman of Oman Insurance
Company now referred to as
“Sukoon”, eaid "With a vision
to develop local expertise and
a solifion to protect people,
my father Abdullah Al Ghurair
Inunched Oman Insuranee in
1875, almost halfa century ago. A
lot has been achieved and much
impressive progress has been
made in all these yedars to prepare
ourselves for the
insurance, Today, the companyis
amongst the best, strongest and
most customer-centric insurers
in the region. It is the right time
for us to reflect these changes
and ourvalues in a new brand.”
Sukoon means peace of mind
in Arabic, Urdu and Hindi - the

future of

2 moat widely spoken languages
in the region. The brandmark
represents two human  hands
coming together, vividly depicting
a sense of security and protection
for customers, reflecting again
peaceof mind with the brand.
Explaining the journey of the
company from Oman Insurance
to Sukoon, Jean-Louis Laurent
Jogi, CEO of Sukoon said, “In
the last 3 years, we carried out
extensive market research and
brought together some of the
world’s best-in-class rebranding
experts to guide and advise us
We have gone through several
forus groups, interviews, and

surveyes. We have tested dosens of

namees, logios and eolours to finally
select Sukoon. This rebranding
represents a new, exciting chapter
for us following our successfil
tramsformation in the past years,
centered around building a rock-
solid company and delivering an
unrivadled quality of service to our
BO0,000+ clients”

Murtadha Al Ajmi, The
General Manager of Sukoon
said, “Sukoon will remain
committed to always striving
for the continuous development
of its insurance products and
services to our customers and

stakeholders. The decision to
introduce the new trade mark is
part of the company's stmtegy,
which aims to reduce confusion
with similar brand names to
ensure distinction and quality
customer service delivery”.

Murtadha Al Ajmi added, “The
legal name of the company will
remain the same and there will be
noimpacton the ocwnershipof the
company and the management
structure. Most  importantly,
therewill be noimpact onexisting
or new policvholders, partners or
service providers. With the new
trade mark Sukoon our goal is to
give our customers and partners
complete peace of mind”.

Jean-Louis further
commented, “Sukoon is a new
starting point where levernging
our foundations, we will develop
an exceptional insurance platform
with the objective of providing an
unmatched customer experience
and unrivalled insurance
expertise in the region. We
will achieve this by investing
massively in our transformation
with dozens of projects in the
pipeline focused on  digital,
partnerships  and  international
development, notably with our
Lloyd’s synidicate”
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Oman Data Park launches

TIMES OF OMAN

Amazon

Outpost cloud services in Oman

This new advanced
cloud service comes
within the framework
of Oman Data Park’s
efforts that aim

to enhance cyber
security, facilitate
digital transformation
processes, and make
a quantum leap in
the management

of applications and
data for government
agencies and
companies

Times News Service

MUSCAT: For the first time in
the Sultanate of Oman, Oman Data
Park (ODP) launched - Amazon
Outpost cloud services, in cooper-
ation with Amazon International,
one of the largest American com-
panies in the field of cloud services
and e-commerce worldwide.

The launching of this new ad-
vanced cloud service comes with-
in the framework of Oman Data
Park’s efforts that aim to enhance
cyber security, facilitate digital
transformation processes, and

i
make a quantum leap in the man-
agement of applications and data
for government agencies and com-
panies and hosting information
and data in Sultanate of Oman in-
ternally, instead of abroad.

This new cloud service will also
contribute to enhancing Oman
Data Park’s capabilities in help-
ing to protect its clients in Oman
against the various kinds of cyber
security risks and maintaining
data security and confidentiality,
by hosting data within the coun-
try’s borders.

This new service is also consid-

ered an advanced technical initia-
tive that meets the requirements
of Oman Vision 2040 implementa-
tion, which aims at utilising mod-
ern technologies and employing
them to serve the economic devel-
opment in the Sultanate of Oman.
In a statement about this service,
Magbool bin Salem Al-Wahaibi,
CEO of Oman Data Park, said, “The
Amazon Outpost service is con-
sidered as a qualitative shift in the
management of the infrastructure
for managing applications and data
in Oman, and it also contributes to
reducing the technical operational

costs of government entities and
the private companies, compared
to traditional systems in managing,
operating and securing the applica-
tions and data.”

Al-Wahaibi added: “One of the
advantages of the Amazon Outpost
service also is that it contributes to
accelerating the implementation
and management of applications, as
well as it works automatically with
no need for human cadres in manag-
ing its infrastructure system.”

Al-Wahaibi stressed that most
government entities and private
companies can take advantage

Importance of participating in OCCI BoD elections highlighted

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Royal Decree
No. 56/2022 regarding the Oman
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (OCCI) is evidence that
the Sultanate is moving steadily
towards achieving Oman Vision
2040 goals and themes namely
‘Man and Society’, ‘Economy and
Development’, governance and in-
stitutional performance.

With regard to the second theme
‘Economy and Development’, the
Sultanate has been keen to en-
hance the participation of the pri-
vate sector in economic growth
and development by giving it the
opportunity to express its voice,
views and proposals and com-
municate them through the right
channels to decision-makers.

The Royal Decree No. 56/2022
regarding the elections of the
OCCI Board of Directors empha-
sised the fact that OCCI is the of-
ficial representative of the private
sector The Royal Decree gave eve-
ryone the right to participate in
this important democratic event
in a way that ensures the success
of this process and achieves its fu-
ture goals. The Royal Decree has
provided a set of terms and condi-

tions that the voter or candidate
must meet.

The candidate should be an
Omani national except for those
nominated for membership of
the OCCI Board from among the
representatives of public share-
holding companies listed on the
Muscat Stock Exchange, and for-
eign investors holding investor
residency. The candidate should
have been a member of OCCI for a
period of no less than (5) five years
Other conditions include that the
age is not less than 30 Gregorian
years, and he should not be an em-
ployee in one of the units of the
state’s administrative apparatus
and other public legal persons, or
a paid worker in the private sector
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inside or outside the Sultanate of
Oman - except the nominees from
among CEOs in public sharehold-
ing companies.

OCCTIs new system also states
that for the registered member to
cast his vote at the OCCI election,
he must have paid OCCI annual
subscription fees and should have at
least one Omani worker at his com-
pany, or be a holder of a Riyada card
from the Authority for Small and
Medium Enterprises Development.

The legislator defined the OCCI
roles and responsibilities which
include proposing the general
strategy regulating the activities of
the private sector, setting the nec-
essary plans which should be in
line with the general policy of the

state, expressing an opinion on the
legislation regulating private sec-
tor activities and other economic
legislations before issuance, sub-
mitting proposals for amending
the laws in force, and referring
proposals related to the develop-
ment of the commerecial, industrial
and economic sectors to the con-
cerned authorities.

“The Decree No. 56/2022 issu-
ing the OCCI system came with
fundamental changes that serve
the private sector and enhance
its participation in the economic
development of the Sultanate of
Oman. This includes changing
OCCI Board of Directors member-
ship composition,” said Sheikh Sa-
lem bin Ahmed Al-Ghazali, Chair-
man of the Board of Directors of
the Golden Group Holding,

“The Royal Decree stated that
the membership of the OCCI
Board of Directors shall be five
members from the Governorate
of Muscat, 10 chairmen of OCCI
branches in addition to five mem-
bers representing the public joint
stock companies listed on the
Muscat Stock Exchange and one
member representing foreign in-
vestors holding an investor resi-
dence permit. These fundamental

changes support the private sector
and enhance its influence in deci-
sion-making,” Al Ghazali added.

“We hope that this election
process will bring positive results
that achieve the goal behind these
changes and contribute to acti-
vating OCCT’s roles in the socio-
economic development process
taking place in the Sultanate,” he
concluded.

For his part, Sheikh Ali bin
Hamad bin Saif Al Kalbani, Chair-
man of the Board of Directors of
Al Kalbani Group, said: The Sul-
tanate is preparing to organise a
democratic economic event in all
governorates — the elections for
the OCCI Board of Directors and
its branches in the governorates.
The OCCI elections enhance and
complement the elections of the
Shura Council and the municipal
councils. This democratic event
is expected to play a major role
in accelerating economic growth
and progress and contribute to
achieving the goals of Oman’s Vi-
sion 2040. These elections are
an opportunity for all companies
and institutions to cast their vote,
ensuring that we have qualified
and efficient members on OCCI’s
Board of Directors.”

Opec+ move may lead to tightening
In market, reverse drop in o1l prices

MUSCAT: The decision by Opec+
members to cut oil production from
November by 2 million barrels per
day, its largest cut since 2020, is
aimed at putting a floor under oil
prices and limiting the risk of fiscal
strain across oil-producing coun-
tries, according to ICAEW (Insti-
tute of Chartered Accountants in
England and Wales).

Although main countries are
currently producing below their
quota and the actual oil supply is
likely to be reduced by around 1
million barrels per day, the cuts
are likely to see a significant tight-
ening in the market in Q4 and re-
verse the recent downward trend
in oil prices.

Scott Livermore, ICAEW Eco-
nomic Advisor, and Chief Econo-
mist and Managing Director,
Oxford Economics Middle East,
explains, “There are significant
uncertainties around both the
demand and supply outlook and
Opec+ is trying to get ahead of
the possibility of weaker demand
growth as the US and Europe slip
into recession and the outlook
for China remains clouded by its
zero-Covid policy. Opec+ is trying
to tread a fine line with oil prices
- we don’t think it wants to push
oil prices significantly above $100
per barrel and exacerbate infla-
tionary issues in oil-importing
countries, but equally, it is con-
cerned the oil prices might con-
tinue their recent slide.

“Opec+ will hope the produc-

tion cuts keep Brent crude oil
prices comfortably and sustaina-
bly above $90 per barrel and prob-
ably stand ready to make further
cuts if prices do resume a down-
ward trend. We don’t think this
will be necessary as we expect oil
prices (Brent crude) to trade in

the $90-100 per barrel range over
the coming months.

“However, Opec+’s announce-
ment will lead to a downgrade of
forecasts for GDP growth next
year across the GCC, who will
shoulder the brunt of the actual
production cuts.”

of this technology in terms of its
flexibility, speed and dynamism
in managing applications and
data. He also called on all sectors
to utilize such kinds of advanced
technologies in managing modern
application operations.

Al Wahaibi affirmed Oman Data
Park’s capabilities to provide its spe-
cialised professional services to the
various administrative units of gov-
ernment agencies in the Sultanate
inthe cloud services fields and se-
curity assessment services that aim
at identifying, evaluating technical
weaknesses, and setting preventive
measures to protect them from ex-
ternal and internal cyber threats re-
lated to information technology

Al-Wahaibi added that ODP’s
keenness to provide its services
to the public and private sectors is
backed by the confidence of both
sectors’ entities in the profession-
alism of Oman Data Park in pro-
viding various solutions related to
Artificial Intelligence, Cloud ser-
vices, Web hosting, and Cyber Se-
curity services, including their Se-
curity Operations Center services
(SOC) and Network Operations
Center services (NOC) which are
operated around the clock, seven
days a week.

Opaz toreveal
details of AMAD
DUWM event

MUSCAT: The Public Author-
ity for Special Economic Zones
and Free Zones (Opaz) and the
Ministry of Culture, Sports and
Youth will hold, on October 11,
a press conference, in which it
will reveal the ongoing prepara-
tions for (AMAD DUQM2022)
event, which will be hosted by
the Special Economic Zone at
Duagm (Sezad) in November. The
9-day event will bring more than
30 youth activities in various
fields, including culture, sports,
innovation, technology, sustain-
ability and entertainment.

The press conference will be
held at the Innovation Factory
in Muscat to reveal the details of
the activities that are being pre-
pared in the Special Economic
Zone at Dugm. This event is
aimed to attract over 20,000
youth. During the conference,
further details about the facili-
ties, provided by the two organ-
ising parties for AMAD DUQM
22, in regards to the event, ac-
commodation facilities and ac-
tivities will be announced dur-
ing the press briefing.

Pacts signed to
build new berths
at Jeddah
Islamic Port

RIYADH: The Saudi Ports Au-
thority (Mawani) has signed
two contracts with major con-
tractors PC Marine Services
and Modern Building Leaders
(MBL), the latter in consortium
with Huta Hegerfeld Saudia
Ltd, to deepen and build new
berths at Jeddah Islamic Port
with a total of SAR642 million.

These agreements are part
of Mawani’s initiatives to ac-
celerate growth in the maritime
transport and logistics industry,
drive a transformative shift in
port operations by implement-
ing over 160 projects, and devel-
op a prosperous and sustainable
maritime sector in the quest to
position the Kingdom as a global
logistics hub connecting three
major continents in line with the
objectives of the National Trans-
port and Logistics Strategy.

The contract with MBL, in as-
sociation with Huta Hegerfeld
Saudia Ltd, aims to develop
the credentials of the port as a
pioneering logistics destination
through the deepening of har-
bour approach channels, turning
basins, waterways, and the South
Terminal basin. These upgrades
will enable the arrival of giant
vessels that hold a capacity up to
24,000 TEUs, besides enhancing
the port’s competitive capability
and attracting new global ship-
pinglines tolocal shores. -spa
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instant messaging services. However,

particularly in places with little to no
digital footprint, the postal system is a crucial
component of a region’s connectedness. There-
fore, itis crucial to comprehend why World Post
Day is celebrated on October 9 each year.

The United Nations states that World Post
Day is celebrated on the anniversary of the es-
tablishment of the Universal Postal Union in
Bern, Switzerland, in 1874.

ostal services might appear a little out
of date in the era of the internet and

WORLD POST DAY:
HISTORY

Postal services have been around since ancient

times when individuals wrote messages that cou-
riers would then carry on foot or by horseback.
Postal systems started to emerge and spread
throughout various nations in the 1600s. With
the slow growth of international letter inter-
change in the late 1800s, a global postal system
first emerged. It was painstaking and slow, but
after the UPU was established in 1874, it started
to work.

WORLD POST DAY:
SIGNIFICANCE

It is often commemorated to support a number
of programme initiatives through which the gen-
eral public can learn about the significance of the
postal system in a nation, such as its enormous
contribution to a nation’s social and economic

growth. They are typically commemorated to
launch or advertise fresh postal goods and ser-
vices.

More than 150 countries mark World Post
Day in a variety of ways, according to the United
Nations’ list of observances. On World Post Day,
some nations also honour their staff for a job well
done. Additionally, there are occasions like phil-
atelic exhibitions, new stamp releases and date
cancellation markings.

Other events include posting World Post Day

posters in post offices and other public areas and
hosting open days at post offices, mail process-
ing facilities, and postal museums. To celebrate
World Post Day, conferences, seminars, and
workshops are also planned in addition to cul-
tural, sporting, and other leisure activities.

WORLD POST DAY:
THEME

‘Post for Planet’ will be the theme for World
Post Day in 2022. The Post is unmatched in
terms of logistics. Every year, World Post Day is
celebrated by more than 150 countries through a
variety of events and activities. In several coun-
tries, World Post Day is celebrated as a paid holi-
day. (ANI)

More than 150 countries mark
World Post Day in a variety of
ways, according to the United
Nations' list of observances. On
World Post Day, some nations also
honour their staff for a job well
done. Additionally, there are occa-
sions like philatelic exhibitions,
new stamp releases and date
cancellation markings.
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[nsuring extreme weather disasters:

iNg money to climate change

Insurers are paying more for extreme weather while continuing to finance and underwrite
activities that warp the climate. Climate activists are pushing them to stop.

10S

rainfall 3-19 per cent stronger Delft in the Netherlands. “When  research institutes. By the end to make big changes, said Regina  cause the demand is there.”

T first, the insurance
companies didn’t know
what had hit them.

Summer rains had been pour-
ing for weeks in the summer of
2021. The soil in western Ger-
many was sodden. When the
storm struck, flooding homes and
washing away livelihoods, scien-
tists at the companies who would
pick up the bill pored over weath-
er data as they watched footage of
destruction rollin on TV.

“It took a couple of days until
we realised roads, railways and
bridges were also destroyed, [as
well as] telecommunication lines
and power systems,” said Ernst
Rauch, chief climate scientist at
Munich Re, the world’s biggest
reinsurance firm. The total in-
sured losses, he would find out
later, would come to €8.2 billion
($7.8 billion) in Germany alone.
His employer would cover nearly
half a billion euros of that.

The rains that battered north-

ern Europe last July killed more
than 220 people in Ger-
many, Belgium and the
Netherlands, resulting
in the most expensive
weather-related dis-
aster the continent

has ever seen. Scien-
tists from the World
Weather Attribution
network found that
burning  fossil

fuels had
made
the

and at least 20 per cent more
likely. The insurers liable for pay-
ing out damage claims had not
fully priced in the risk.

“I have never, in my more than
30-year career working on natu-
ral disasters with Munich Re,
seen such destruction from a
flash flood,” said Rauch.

Paying for damages,
heating up the climate
Astheplanetheats up and weath-
er extremes grow more violent,
insurance companies have found
themselves in a unique position
near the frontlines of climate
change. On the one hand, they
are paying more for damages and
struggling to price unpredictable
risks. On the other hand, they are
financing and underwriting pol-
luting activities that warp the
climate further.

Insurers have traditionally
used historical data to work out
the risk of storms and wildfires
that threatened their assets —
and charged their clients accord-
ingly. But such calculations no
longer cut it. A landmark review
by the Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change (IPCC) in
April concluded that climate
risks are becoming more com-
plex and difficult to manage, with
crises increasingly striking at the
same time. Sea levels have crept
higher. Heat waves have become
hotter. Tropical cyclones are
growing stronger.

That poses an existential
problem for an industry that
acts as a “strategic pin” holding
the economic system together
in the face of catastrophes, said
Zac Taylor, a climate finance ex-
pert at the Technical
University of

it disappears — or it becomes
more difficult or more expensive
to insure — there are ramifica-
tions for the entire system.”

Pulling out of areas
deemed too risky

In response, insurance compa-
nies have started to push up pre-
miums and pull out of areas they
deem too risky. “Ordinary folks
are going to feel this at home in
two ways,” said Taylor. “Either
their insurance is going to cost a
lot more or they’re not going to be
able to have it.”

When disasters strike and in-
surers can’t pay, governments
may foot the bill with public
money. Reinsurance companies
— who sell insurance to primary
insurers — act as a barrier by
sharing that risk among actors
with more money. They too ex-
pect to raise premiums.

Because the reinsurance mar-
ket is global, people will pay more
even when extreme weather hits
other parts of the world, said
Taylor. “If there is a really bad
flood in Germany, a bushfire in
Australia, a typhoon in Japan,
then ahomeowner’s insurance in
Florida goes up — whether or not
there’s ahurricane in Florida.”

World leaders promised in
2015 to limit global warming to
“well below” 2 degrees Celsius
and ideally to 1.5 C this cen-
tury. But current policies are
instead set to heat the planet
2.7 C, according to an analy-
sisin November 2021 by Cli-
mate Action Tracker,
a project from
two German en-
vironmental

of the century, floods that used
to hit once a century will strike
most coasts every single year.

Such changes could push
weather risks beyond what the
global insurance industry can
sustainably finance. Speaking in
2015, the then-CEO of insurance
giant Axa said “a 2 C world might
be insurable — a 4 C world cer-
tainly would not be.”

Enabling fossil fuels - or
blocking them?

Still, insurance companies also
wield enormous power over the
energy transition. They can block
or enable fossil fuel projects by
choosing whether to insure them
and for what price. Speeding up
the switch to green energy would
cut their exposure to catastroph-
ic weather.

A 2021 analysis by McKinsey, a
management consultancy, found
capital spending on climate solu-
tions like wind farms and electric
vehicle charging stations could
lead to $10-15 billion in insur-
ance premiums on capital spend-
ing alone. The oil and gas market
is worth about $18.5 billion in an-
nual premiums, including both
new and existing projects, ac-
cording to a report published last
year by environmental campaign
group Insure Our Future.

The reinsurance market is

so concentrated that you
don’t need a lot of
movement

Richter, a green finance cam-
paigner at Urgewald, a nonprofit
in Germany that worked on the
report. “Even a powerful indus-
try like oil and gas at some point
is looking for reinsurance. If only
a handful of companies move on
this, it makes a big difference.”

In a pathway for meeting the
1.5 C temperature target pub-
lished last year, the International
Energy Agency found that nonew
coal mines, oil fields or gas fields
should be approved for develop-
ment. Activists say the insurance
industry has not taken those rec-
ommendations seriously.

Munich Re, which has warned
about the dangers of climate
change for more than half a cen-
tury, still solicits companies
who “handle large amounts of
hydrocarbons,” according to its
website, and claims it has been a
leader in the downstream energy
market for 35 years.

The company did stop insur-
ing coal mines and plants in
2018. And more recently, it set
targets to cut emissions from the
oil and gas projects it insures 5%
by 2025, with a view to reach net-
zero emissions by 2050.

“Indeed, one can argue this can
be faster,” said Rauch. “The issue
is if we would pull out of the mar-
ket of covering fossil fuels, say,
by tomorrow or so, the industry

still would be there be-

Still, competitors have proven
that bolder action is possible.
Swiss Re and Hannover Re, the
second and third-largest rein-
surance firms respectively, have
stopped insuring new oil and
gas projects. Hannover Re told
DW in a written statement it also
plans to make a 30 per cent cutin
the emissions of its investments
by 2025, though it declined to put
a number on the current size of
its fossil fuel assets.

Berkshire Hathaway, a rein-
surance company with no exclu-
sion policy for fossil fuels, de-
clined an interview request. Two
other big reinsurers, China Re
and Lloyd’s, did not respond to a
request for comment.

Campaigners hope that if
more insurers exclude new oil
and gas projects, energy com-
panies will find it harder to
extract polluting fuels. This
has already happened
with coal, said Richter.
“Some coal plants or
mines find it really
hard to find insur-
ance — and when they
do it’s more expensive
— so they have to ask
if it makes sense or

not.” -ow
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Skyline Dugm: Largest integrated

The project covers a
sprawling expanse of
148 acres of exquisite
oceanfront properties
and is part of the
tourism zone along
with residential
spaces and a variety
of commercial and

hospitality amenities

MUSCAT: Nestled about 550km
from Muscat is the town of Dugm.
Strategically located on the Arabi-
an Sea coast, Dugm is three times
the size of Singapore. Dugm is fast
evolving into an industrial/manu-
facturing hub with a focus on sus-
tainable development. Dugm has
been attracting huge investments
invaried sectors.

Skyline Dugm is the largest in-
tegrated tourism project in Oman
which is being built under the aus-
pices of Sezad. The project covers
a sprawling expanse of 148 acres
of exquisite oceanfront properties.
It is part of the tourism zone along
with residential spaces and a vari-
ety of commercial and hospitality
amenities. The project site is 8km
away from the Dugm airport.

Construction commenced in
2019 and currently, 100+ apart-
ments and 18 villas are ready. The
ocean-facing premium Elite villas
have 1- and 2-bedroom options.
Elite Villas are lined up along a
breathtaking azure coastline, justa
stone’s throw away from the beach
with amenities like accesstoahost
of beach sports activities, car park-
ing and 3 exclusive view areas.

The Pearl apartments con-
sist of 1 BHK & 2BHK seafront
apartments with amenities like a
swimming pool, landscaped gar-
den, children’s play area, laundry
room and parking areas with ac-
cess to the beach. Starting from
OMR22,500 are the Pearl apart-
ments, owners of which are eligi-
ble for lifetime visas. Already 40+
units have been sold so far and vi-
sas have been issued to more than
10 families.

T
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Sohar Aluminium inaugurates
Sohar Industrial Training Institute

MUSCAT: Sohar Aluminium cel-
ebrated the inauguration of its So-
har Industrial Training Institute
in the presence of Sheikh Hamed
bin Khalifah Al Abri, Wali of Liwa,
and officials and executives from
the public and private sectors.

The event started with a speech
by Eng. Said Al Masoudi, Sohar
Aluminium’s CEQ, highlighted the
establishment and development
phases of the institute from its be-
ing incepted as a training centre
to being upgraded to an officially
credited institute.

Al Masoudi said, “The estab-
lishment and development of
this institute springs out of our
deep belief in the importance of
investing in human capital, and
its long-term return. Despite the
institute’s short life, it was able,
through the efforts of its team, to
train a large number of employ-
ees and contractors, not only the
company but even neighbouring
private and public institutions, as
well as a number of organisations
and companies in the aluminium
sector from outside the Sultanate
of Oman.”

The event also included an over-

College of
Pharmacy, NU
celebrates World
Pharmacists Day

MUSCAT: To commemorate World
Pharmacists Day 2022, the College
of Pharmacy, National University of
Science and Technology (NU) or-
ganised a pharmacy event, where the
celebration was held on the college’s
campus in Bausher, under the aus-
pices of Dr Ali Bin Saud Al Bimani,
Vice-Chancellor of the university.

‘Pharmacy united in action for
a healthier world’ was the theme
of World Pharmacists Day 2022,
whereas this annual event reflects
the pharmacy’s positive impact
and the prominent considerations
of the role of pharmacists in the
healthcare sector.

Dr Khaled Al-Balushi, Dean of
the College of Pharmacy, delivered
a speech praising the pharmacist’s
role in providing a healthier life for
humans, noting the importance of
pharmacists and the important role
they play in the health field. This
was followed by an extensive speech
by the pharmacist Ahmed Kamona,
Oman College of Health Sciences.

view of the programmes and train-
ing services provided by the insti-
tute, and a graduation ceremony of
Lean Six Sigma Green and Black
Belts trainees from the company
and other organisations as well.
This institute is considered one-
of-its-kind in the Sultanate in the
industrial sector and has been ap-
proved by the Ministry of Higher

Education, Research and Innova-
tion and the Ministry of Labour.
Sohar Industrial Training Insti-
tute is one-of-its-kind in the Om-
ani industrial sector. It focuses on
providing training in the technical,
and vocational fields, while also of-
fering soft skills training courses
for employees and trainees from
within and outside the company.

The institute includes several fa-
cilities such as electrical and me-
chanical workshops, classrooms, a
welding and fabrication workshop,
a computer lab, and a multipur-
pose hall. The institute employs
qualified and trained Omani train-
ing staff conducting various tech-
nical and non-technical training
courses and programmes.

AB(@ joins Southampton Football Club
International Academy Partner Programme

MUSCAT: ABQ Education
Group is delighted to join South-
ampton Football Club’s portfolio
of International Academy Part-
ners, marking the club’s first part-
nership in the Sultanate of Oman.

The partnership will see South-
ampton FC working with ABQ’s
three international schools: ABQ
Azzan Bin Qais, ABQ Seeb and
ABQ Sohar over the next three
years to support the schools’ foot-
ball development programmes,
as well as boost their educational
objectives on and off the pitch.

ABQ Education Group Chair-
man, Al Zubair Muhammad Al
Zubair said, “Through its inno-
vative teaching methods, ABQ
has always strived to be the best
academic school in Oman. Along
with being the leader in inter-
national school education, we
also aim to be the frontrunner in
school sports and our partner-
ship with Southampton FC will
help us to achieve this goal. I am
extremely pleased with this part-
nership and look forward to many
opportunities for our students
and outstanding sports achieve-
ments from our schools.”

Mark Abrahams, Director of
Business & Community Develop-
ment commented, “The South-
ampton Way has the development
of young people at its core which
aligns with ABQ’s values and as-
pirations for their students. ABQ

is the largest international school

operator in Oman and their
unique operator model, The ABQ
Way, has developed a consistent
standard for all academic and
non-academicactivitiesineach of
their international schools which
is in line with our approach. We
are looking forward to working in
Oman for the first time, especially
with the ABQ staff, students, and
parents in the years to come.”

The partnership will see a
range of exciting opportunities
for the ABQ community to engage
with Southampton FC’s Coach
and Player Development Pro-
gramme. Areas of focus include
access to the SFC Curriculum,

the online resource library, and
Coach Education/Player Devel-
opment Webinars. Southampton
FC Academy staff will also visit
Oman each year to work with
the coaches and players, with
opportunities for both staff and
students to visit Southampton
through SFC’s Player Develop-
ment Tour Programme.

ABQ Education Group Chief
Executive Office, Humayun Kabir
said, “A healthy balance of aca-
demics and extracurricular clubs
is key to a successful learning ex-
perience and this partnership of-
fers ample opportunities for per-
sonal development.

“Southampton FC has a proven
track record of developing players
from beginners to elite level. This
initiative echoes our commit-
ment to provide a well-rounded
education for our students to
flourish after school.”

Nibras Al Mljawi, an ABQ
school parent commented, “The
unique opportunity for the chil-
dren to experience the benefits of
an elite club such as Southampton
FC in Oman demonstrates ABQ’s
commitment to the students.
This is a wonderful initiative.”

Southampton FC has a growing
portfolio of International Acad-
emy partners which supports
like-minded clubs and schools
with their ambitions on and off
the pitch.

ezad in Oman

Maserati celebrates
opening of its
new store 1 Milan

MILAN: Last night, Maserati
feted the opening of its world’s
first new retail store along with
personalities from the world of
fashion, showbiz, sports and mu-
sic in the heart of Milan’s elegant
Magenta district.

Intended to express the Italian
House’s power and prowess in
luxury craftsmanship, the inno-
vative retail space combines the
refinement of a sartoria — a tai-
lor’s atelier — with the rawness of
an officina — aworkshop, allowing
clients to unleash their creative
passion to bring to life their own
bespoke vision of the ultimate
luxury sports car.

Italian - French - Egyptian
model and social entrepreneur
Elisa Sednaoui, Spanish top
model, actor and philanthropist
Jon Kortajarena, Italian actor
Alessandro Borghi, world-class
skipper Giovanni Soldini, Italian
pianist and composer Dardust
were among those who raised a
glass and celebrated the opening
Maserati’s new flagship store.
Guests enjoyed an intimate pre-
view of the new space sipping
Italian sparkling wines and sa-
voring exquisite delicacies by
Michelin-starred chef Massimil-
iano Alajmo, while enjoying the
tracks spun by Italian DJ Scilla
Ruffo di Calabria.

The pioneering new archi-
tectural concept, co-created to-
gether with the New York-based
experience design firm Eight Inc.,
marks a departure from the tradi-
tional aesthetics of the “bright
and sterile” car showroom. The
inviting new environment, im-
bued with Italian beauty, pre-
sents the cars dramatically spot-
lit like dynamic sculptures in a
darkened art gallery.

“Fromthe early stages of devel-
oping a new car to the complete
luxury retail experience, eve-
rything at Maserati is designed
with the client in mind. Our new
store concept embodies our val-
ues of passion, innovation and
beauty through the lens of Ital-
ian luxury. Our wish here is for
clients to express their passion
by creating their very own Ma-
serati”, says Davide Grasso, CEO
of Maserati.

Outside the store, guests’ at-
tention was captured by a show-
stopping window installation
with Maserati’s latest spyder
MCZ20 Cielo set in front of a the-
atrical backdrop of an LED wall.
Inside, guests were greeted in
a contemporary living space of
earthy colours, evoking old towns
in the Italian countryside, and
were encouraged to discover the
retail store on their own terms.

The ultimate Maserati experi-
ence available at the new flagship
store is known as ‘Fuoriserie’,
the Trident’s customisation pro-
gramme, which allows clients to
express their personality and cre-
ativity to design one-of-a-kind
vehicles.

They can start from a blank
slate and include a wide range of
personalisation features, from
bold exterior colours and pat-
terns to the subtle details in the
multi-coloured stitching of the
interior leather upholstery.

Following the world debut in
Milan, Maserati will be opening
new stores in Hong Kong, Shang-
hai, Melbourne, Madrid and Ber-
lin by the end of 2022, with many
more locations across the world
to come in 2023, including Los
Angeles, Toronto, London and

Tokyo.
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E195-E2 for SalamAir
will be delivered in

a comfortable dual-
class configuration
with 135 seats,
starting in fourth
quarter of 2023

MUSCAT: SalamAir, Oman’s
value-for-money airline, has an-
nounced a firm order for six Em-
braer E195-E2 passenger aircraft,
with purchase rights for six more.
‘With this, the airline will become
the first Embraer E195-E2 opera-
tor in the Middle East.

The largest aircraft in the E-Jet
E2 family, the E195-E2, has been
designed for better capacity utili-
sation and efficiency on low-den-
sity routes. E195-E2 for SalamAir
will be delivered in a comfortable

dual-class configuration with 135
seats, starting in fourth quarter of
2023. The deal will be a huge step
forward in Salam Air’s growth
plans. With the recent addition of
its fleet portfolio, SalamAir fleets

will reflect the diversity of market
needs by having a capacity rang-
ing from 212 seats in the Airbus
321neo, 180 seats in the Airbus
320neo and 135 seats in the Em-
braer 195-E2, which will include 3
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Luban Class seats.

Captain Mohamed Ahmed, CEO
of SalamAir, said, “The aircraft
will grow to be a core part of our
fleet portfolio. It is exhilarating for
us to be the first airline in the Mid-

Shell celebrates launch of ‘Nawafidh’
programme’s second batch of students

MUSCAT: Oman Shell along with
its partners, GUtech and Out-
ward Bound Oman, celebrated the
launch of the Shell Nawafidh Pro-
gramme’s second batch of Omani
students.

Oman Shell inaugurated the
second batch’s six-month-long
journey of learning with a ceremo-
ny that showcased alumni success
stories and an icebreaker session
to help the participants get ac-
quainted with one another and the
programme.

Conducted in partnership with
GUtech and Outward Bound
Oman, the main objective of Shell
Nawafidh is to enable and em-
power youth to lead the transition
into the emerging energy markets
through technical training, work-
shops and networking opportuni-
ties with industry professionals.
The holistic learning programme
not only helps Omani students and
fresh graduates develop their tech-
nical abilities and improve their
leadership skills but also enhances
their potential, enabling them to
take on diverse and important
roles in the energy industry.

Speaking about Oman Shell’s
aim behind the launch of the
programme, Malak Al Shaibani,

General Manager — Corporate Re-
lations & ICV, Oman Shell, said,
“Our aim is to power progress
and adapts to the changing en-
ergy markets. Tomorrow’s energy
leaders must be provided with the
opportunities they need to gain
knowledge and skills pertaining to
newer and cleaner energy sources

and solutions. The focus of the
programme is on learning the lat-
est technologies and applications
related to these new sources of
energy, which is in line with Oman
Vision 2040 and its energy diversi-
fication goals.”

She added, “We thank Shell
Nawafidh’s alumni for attending

the opening ceremony today and
inspiring the 55 new participants
of the second batch, by sharing
their experiences coming through
this programme. Along with our
partners, we look forward to sup-
porting the new batch as they work

towards becoming the energy
leaders of tomorrow.”

TIMES OF OMAN

dle East to fly the incredible E195-
E2. Embraer’s aircraft represents
the best environmental efficiency,
operating performance, and pas-
senger comfort. The aircraft’s so-
phisticated aerodynamics, novel
wing design and new technologies
enable its exceptional energy effi-
ciency. These aircraft are perfect
for the next frontier of our growth.
They will allow the airline to open
new local and regional cities and
increase its frequency to these
destinations due to its fuel effi-
ciency and capacity, which suits
the needs of these markets. The
new fleet will be used on domestic
flights initially, including the 4 oil
fields and 4 international airports
within Oman, as we receive more
aircraft, we will be able to use them
on regional airports in neighbour-
ing countries which today are not
connected to Oman.

Arjan Meijer, President and
CEO of Embraer Commercial
Aviation, added, “It’s great to be
growing in the Middle East, a re-
gion that has often focused on
long-haul travel. For Embraer it
is also important to see a pioneer-
ing low-cost carrier like SalamAir
recognise the value that E-Jets

deliver in the LCC scenario, com-
plementing larger narrow bodies
to grow and maintain networks.”

SalamAir’s induction of Em-
braer’s E195-E2 will complement
its Airbus fleet of six A320neo and
four A321neo.

SalamAir meets the nation’s
growing demand for affordable
travel options and aims to gen-
erate further employment and
business creation opportunities
in various sectors in Oman. In a
short span, SalamAir has grown
in its operations and expanded its
reach across the region, serving
customers across a cross-section
of society.

SalamAir flies to domestic
destinations, including Muscat,
Salalah, Suhar, and Dugm inter-
national destinations to Dubai,
Doha, Riyadh, Jeddah, Dammam,
Kuwait, Bahrain, Sarajevo, Istan-
bul, Trabzon, Bursa, Kathmandu,
Baku, Phuket, Prague, Shiraz, Teh-
ran, Alexandria, Khartoum, Mul-
tan, Sialkot, Karachi, Dhaka, Chat-
togram, Jaipur, Trivandrum, and
Lucknow. SalamAir flies directly
from Suhar to Shiraz, Salalah and
Calicut, and Trabzon from Salalah
to Calicut and Prague.

NESTO HYPERMARKET HOLDS
‘SHOP AND WIN’ GONTEST

Nesto Group Oman’s ‘Shop and Win’ contest was held
at Nesto Hypermarket Wadi Kabir outlet recently. In
the 1st eRaffle draw, the ceremony was led by the rep-
resentative of the Ministry of Commerce Suliman Al
Ranobi, Nesto general managers & management teams
participated. Muhammed Asif, who won the first prize,
shared his happiness and gratitude to Nesto group in
the Oman retail sector. Wadi Kabhir and Ruwi outlets
general managers Rafi and Ajmal said in a press re-
lease that Nesto, which started the retail revolution, is
committed to bring the best products to the people at a
huge discount. — Supplied picture
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Malabar Gold & Diamonds gears up to usher in festive season

MUSCAT: With a strong retail
network of over 285 outlets spread
across 10 countries, Malabar Gold
& Diamonds, the 6th largest jewel-
lery retailer in the world, has an-
nounced the much-awaited festive
season offers to add more sparkle
to customers’ celebrations.
Customers can get assured gold
coins with gold & diamond jewel-
lery purchases, in line with the fes-
tive tagline, “‘With you in all your
celebrations’ that the brand un-
veiled in its latest festive film. Ma-
labar Gold & Diamonds will also
be showcasing a stunning array
of festive jewellery collections in
gold, diamond and precious gems,
designed to be an alluring attrac-
tion to customers. The limited pe-

riod offer can be availed across all
Malabar Gold & Diamonds outlets
in the Middle East, Far east and
the USA from October 6 to 23.

For every diamond or precious
gem jewellery purchase worth
OMR 500, customers will get free
1gm gold coin and for diamond and
precious gem jewellery purchase
worth OMR 300, they will be eligi-
ble for half gram gold coin.

Embracing the spirit of the sea-
son, the festive jewellery collec-
tion that the brand has unveiled
puts forward an exquisite collec-
tion of gold & diamond jewellery
designed to enthrall jewellery
lovers. The special design has
been made available across a wide
range of sub-brands such as Mine,

Era, Precia, Viraaz, Ethnix and
Divine, comprising of 22k gold,
diamonds and precious gem jew-
ellery. Elegant designs crafted in
contemporary fashion have also
been introduced in the 18K gold
category. To top it all up, the brand
will also be hosting Special Buy
counters at all showrooms that of-
fer an exclusive range of jewellery
at amazing discounts.

“It is the festive season and as
communicated in our latest film,
Malabar Gold & Diamonds is with
our customers in all their celebra-
tions. As part of this, we have made
all possible efforts to incorporate
the design preferences of all our
customers while launching our
festive collection. This is a strong

testament to our commitment to
ensuring that our customers get to
indulge in their celebrations with
all the pomp and vigour they can
muster. Furthermore, we are pro-
viding our customers with even
more reason to celebrate as they
get to take home free gold coins
with each jewellery purchase,”
said Shamlal Ahamed, MD - Inter-
national Operations, Malabar Gold
& Diamonds.

To protect customers from the
fluctuating gold rates, Malabar
Gold & Diamonds has also intro-
duced a Pay 10% advance cam-
paign, wherein customers can
block the prevailing gold rates by
paying just a 10% as advance, valid
till October 23.

We are providing our customers with even more
reason fo celebrate as they get to take home free gold
coins with each jewellery purchase

Shamlal Ahamed

MD - International Operations, Malabar Gold & Diamonds

Dffer valid from 14™ August to 13™ Novermber 2022
Existing Oman Oasis 5 Gallon returnable botthe customers and
Dasis Water Company employees are rot eligible for the offer
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