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A N  A P E X  M E D I A  P U B L I C A T I O N Wear a mask...  always!

Our Correspondent

Muscat

Switzerland has started welcom-

ing fully vaccinated visitors from

the Gulf Cooperation Council

states from June 26. The Swiss

Federal Council approved a pro-

posal to relax its entry require-

ments for arrivals from the

Schengen Area and third coun-

tries on June 23. 

The new ruling now allows

GCC residents who have been

vaccinated with a European

Medical Agency (EMA) and

WHO approved vaccination (up-

to 12 months after vaccination),

entry into Switzerland without

any pre-travel PCR test or quar-

antine on arrival. 

Following the decision, touri-

sm officials in the canton of

Graubunden, also known as

Grisons, are gearing up for a busy

summer. 

“Switzerland and the Graubu-

nden region in particular have al-

ways been favourite holiday des-

tinations for tourists from the

GCC and with the re-opening of

borders, we look forward to wel-

coming them again this summer. 

“This year in particular, the

fresh air, outstanding natural

beauty, mild climate and healthy

outdoor activities such as hiking,

cycling and sailing make it the

perfect destination for family pur-

suits,” said Tamara Loeffel, head

of business development at Visit

Graubunden.

According to official sources,

in the years prior to the pan-

demic, GCC tourists were re-

sponsible for approximately 1mn

overnight stays per annum in

Switzerland, with daily expendi-

ture of around US$466 per day

each. 

Many of the GCC visitors are

leisure tourists, travelling mostly

during the summer months. Res-

idents from the UAE and Saudi

Arabia make up the bulk (70 per

cent) of the tourist arrivals to

Switzerland from the GCC, with

Kuwait and Qatar accounting for

over ten per cent with the bal-

ance coming from Bahrain and

Oman. 

“With this latest announce-

ment by the Swiss government,

added to the existing pent-up de-

mand, we are expecting excep-

tionally heavy demand from the

GCC countries. Graubunden has

to be nature’s remedy for a post-

COVID holiday,” Tamara added.

The Graubunden region is also

very familiar with Middle Eastern

culture and most restaurants

offer halal menu options. 

Switzerland opens its
borders for GCC visitors 

Secret UK defence 

documents found in bus stop

Former ISG student in US

satellite design competition
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Intense political discussions and

backdoor meetings are continu-

ing to find a viable solution to the

ongoing strife in neighbouring

Yemen with Oman playing a

major mediatory role in bringing

warring parties to the negotiating

table. 

According to the Bureau of

Near Eastern Affairs in the US

State Dept, US Special Envoy for

Yemen Tim Lenderking spoke to

H E Khalifa bin Ali al Harthy, Un-

dersecretary for Diplomatic Af-

fairs in the Foreign Ministry, and

H E Moosa Hamdan al Tai, am-

bassador of Oman to the United

States, on Friday separately. 

The US envoy discussed with

Omani diplomats the next steps

for resolving the Yemen conflict.

‘The US welcomes Omani efforts,

including their recent trip to

Sana’a to engage the Houthi

leadership,’ a statement said. An

Omani delegation had travelled

to Yemen earlier this month to

speak to parties concerned. 

Lenderking also spoke with

Ahmed Awad bin Mubarak, For-

eign Minister of Yemen, on Sat-

urday to discuss the Riyadh

Agreement and efforts to im-

prove public services. ‘The US

has a strong partnership with the

Yemeni government and we look

forward to its return to Aden,’

stated the US State Dept. 

Lenderking had returned from

Saudi Arabia on June 18. During

the trip he met with officials from

Yemen and Saudi Arabia, as well

as UN Special Envoy Martin Grif-

fiths and the five permanent

members of the UN Security

Council. In these meetings,

Lenderking noted the need for the

Yemeni government to return to

Aden as soon as possible and

highlighted the importance of

swift progress in the implemen-

tation of the Riyadh Agreement. 

Additionally, the special envoy

discussed the latest efforts to

achieve a comprehensive, nation-

wide ceasefire, including the ur-

gency of de-escalating the fighti-

ng in Marib, and reiterated the

importance of the free flow of

goods, especially fuel, through

Hudaydah port and throughout

Yemen.

‘The Special Envoy also dis-

cussed with the Omanis their re-

cent visit to Sana’a and reiterated

US appreciation for the efforts of

Oman in encouraging peace ef-

forts in Yemen.’

Owing to the deteriorating hu-

manitarian situation in Yemen,

Linderking also had a discussion

on Saturday with Peter Maurer,

president of International Com-

mittee of the Red Cross (ICRC).

‘They agreed upon the impor-

tance of improved humanitarian

access, an immediate compre-

hensive and nationwide cease-

fire, and an end to the Houthi

offensive against Marib, where

1mn already-vulnerable internally

displaced persons reside,’ said

the US State Dept. 

According to ICRC, more than

2,500 schools have been dam-

aged or destroyed and 2mn chil-

dren are out of school. About 70

per cent of the population does

not have access to drinking water

and more than 80 per cent of the

population depends on humani-

tarian aid.

See also Page 09

Oman mediating discussions to end Yemen conflict

call to expedite vaccination for 18+ 
Our Correspondent

Muscat

Following rising COVID-19

deaths and rapid spread of the

pandemic, medical experts are

calling for immunisation of all

over 18 years at the earliest as

this age group comprises the

largest percentage of Oman’s

population.

Dr Ahmed Sulaiman al Har-

rasi, founder of the Natural and

Medical Sciences Research Cen-

tre at University of Nizwa,

tweeted, “In light of the spread of

the Delta variant that targets all

groups, we must expedite the

vaccination programme in those

over 18 years. Oman is a young

society and this group constitutes

a large proportion of it.”

Speaking from his experience,

Dr Hamad bin Khalifa al Kalbani

said those over 18 must be vacci-

nated at a record pace - at least

100,000 per day. A resident

physician in the Cardiac Surgery

Department at University of Sor-

bonne, Paris, he said, “The Supre-

me Committee should seek the

assistance of medical and nursing

students, retirees, researchers

and the army, if necessary, in the

immunisation process.”

Reiterating the effectiveness

of vaccines in preventing infec-

tion and complications in case of

infection despite immunisation,

Dr Ahmed al Ammar, director of

Public Health in the Gulf Health

Council, informed that the odds

of death from coronavirus for a

non-vaccinated person is three in

100. For a vaccinated person, it is

one in a million.

“Our hospitals are full and the

number of deaths is rising.

COVID-19 is destroying our

healthcare system; we cannot

bear the loss of life due to this

disease. We urge everyone to fol-

low all precautions for everyone's

safety,” said citizen Ahmed al

Araimi. 

According to citizen Mo-

hammed al Abri, more than 95

per cent of deaths are among un-

vaccinated people, and more

than 90 per cent of those in in-

tensive care are unvaccinated.

“We must hurry to vaccinate as

many people as possible.”

Meanwhile, the Ministry of

Health stated that it will start pro-

viding the second dose of vaccine

- Sputnik V - to workers in the pri-

vate health sector in Muscat. All

doctors, nurses, dentists, phar-

macist and paramedical staff are

eligible for the second dose.

Muscat - It is common

knowledge that ancient

civilisations isolated the sick

before the actual cause of

disease was known. In times

when treatment for illnesses

were rare and public health

measures few, people turned to

quarantine to contain a

scourge.

A proof of that practice has

been recorded by the Ministry

of Heritage and Tourism

(MHT), which has identified 81

ancient health quarantine sites

(mostly caves) in all

governorates of Oman. 

A statement issued by MHT,

said, ‘The ministry, represented

by the Directorate General of

Antiquities, implemented a

project to inventory and

document ancient health

quarantines sites in all parts of

Oman in 2020 and 2021. The

ministry’s specialists

documented 81 such sites.’ 

The ministry confirmed that

these isolation sites were used

to quarantine patients with

infectious diseases such as

plague and smallpox. 

‘The objective of such sites was

to reduce the spread of disease

among the population.

The presence of these

quarantine sites indicates the

awareness of Omanis about the

gravity of epidemics and the

need to isolate patients to

avoid its spread.’

Muscat - The surge in COVID-19 infections continues with Oman

reporting 5,517 new cases and 119 deaths on Sunday - the highest

for a three-day period. The past week has also been the deadliest

and most infectious with 257 deaths and 14,564 new cases

recorded from June 20 to June 26. 

With the rise in new cases, hospitals are under tremendous

pressure. The number of inpatients and those in intensive care –

1,635 and 489 respectively – is also unprecedented.  

‘The total number of cases registered in the sultanate has now

reached 262,059, including 2,967 deaths,’ a Ministry of Health

(MoH) statement said on Sunday. 

The total number of recoveries is 229,998, with the recovery

rate now going down to 87.8 per cent.

‘Two hundred and fourteen people were admitted to hospitals

across the country in the last 24 hours, ’ the MoH stated. 

257 deaths, 14,564  new
cases in seven days 

Vaccines are 
effective in pre-
venting infection
and complications
in case of infection
despite immunisa-
tion. The odds 
of death from 
the virus for a non-
vaccinated person
is three in 100. 
For a vaccinated
person, it is one in
a million
DR AhMeD Al AMMAR

MHT docuMenTs 81 ancienT HealTH quaranTine siTes 
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ICRC staff distribute aid in the Marib region of Yemen (ICRC)

(Supplied photos)

(Syed Fasiuddin/Muscat Daily)
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The Department of Blood

Banks Services (DBBS) has ap-

pealed to holders of A- blood

type to donate urgently at the

Central Blood Bank in Bausher.

DBBS said, ‘The department

appeals for urgent donation of

A- blood due to a sharp drop in

stock of this type of blood.’ 

DBBS urges people to do-

nate blood at the Central Blood

Bank by contacting it via What-

sApp on 94555648.
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Currently, as many as 2,500 

patients suffer from chronic kid-

ney diseases in Oman with 24

dialysis centres spread across

the sultanate providing services

to them.

Dr Yaqoub bin Ahmed al

Maimani, head of the Kidney

Dialysis Centre in Bausher, in-

formed that an increase in the

number of patients prompted

the setting up of 24 dialysis cen-

tres with 373 beds. 

Of these, the centre in

Bausher, established in 1998, is

the oldest and biggest. Its oper-

ations began with 28 beds for

120 patients, which expanded to

52 beds in 2020, serving more

than 350 patients in 24 hours. 

“Statistics indicate that the

number of patients suffering

from chronic renal failure in

Oman has reached 2,500, of

which more than 600 patients

are in Muscat. There are 

three dialysis centres in the 

governorate - in Bausher, Seeb

and a small unit in Quriyat Hos-

pital. The three combined have

95 beds.” 

According to Dr Maimani, di-

abetes, high blood pressure and

certain genetic diseases, besides

blockage of urinary tract, are

among the most important

causes of kidney and urinary

tract conditions. 

He described changing one’s

lifestyle to follow a healthy diet,

exercising regularly, maintaining

blood sugar, treating high blood

pressure, avoiding excessive use

of pain relievers and drinking a

lot of water as among the most

important ways to prevent

chronic kidney diseases.

MoSD launches summer
programme to support
people with disabilities

MORNING MARKET IN MUTTRAH

An aspect of Omani heritage and culture can be witnessed every morning at Muttrah Market for Fish, Fruits & Vegetables. Small-scale farmers from farms around Muscat bring their

produce - a variety of fruits and vegetables - which are auctioned as per a traditional practice. Yousuf Salem al Jarndani, a farmer from the Al Hajer area in the wilayat of Amerat,

brought dates on Saturday to sell in the morning market. “I bring dates from my farm twice in the season. The first lot I bring is ratab (ripe and soft) and the second is tamar (ripe and

sun-dried),” he said (Syed Fasiuddin/ muscat Daily)

Our Correspondent

Muscat

The Ministry of Social Develop-

ment (MoSD) is running a sum-

mer programme at branches of

Al Wafa Centre for Rehabilita-

tion of Persons with Disabilities

in various governorates of the

sultanate in efforts to support the

capabilities and skills of people

with disabilities. 

In a statement, the ministry

said, ‘The summer programme

will continue until July 13. It aims

to develop talent of people with

disabilities in various fields, and

mitigate the psychological and

social effects resulting from the

spread of COVID-19.’ 

The programme also aims to

help parents encourage the skills

and meet the needs of their chil-

dren with disabilities at home,

besides educating workers at

these centres about the medical

and health aspects to be fol-

lowed during the pandemic. Ad-

ditionally, it has instructions on

how to entertainment and bring

joy to people with disabilities.  

The 2020 e-census indicates

that there were 42,304 Omanis

with disabilities – 1.55 per cent of

citizens or 15.5 per thousand of

the Omani population. 

The highest rate of prevalence

of disabilities was registered

Dhahirah governorate  - 18.5 per

thousand - while the lowest was

in Al Wusta - 10.1 per thousand -

according to the National Centre

for Statistics and Information

(NCSI).

The 2020 data indicates that

36.6 per cent of the people with

disabilities live in seven wilayats

across the sultanate - Seeb,

Sohar, Suwaiq, Ibri, Saham, Rus-

taq and Salalah.

2,500 chronic kidney
disease patients in Oman 

Of the 2,500 patients, more than 
600 are in Muscat. There are three
dialysis centres in the governorate 
- in Bausher, Seeb and a small unit 
in Quriyat Hospital
Dr Yaqoub bin ahmeD al maimani

DBBS appeals for donation of A- blood 

Over 24,000 use e-licensing
service since April launch
Muscat - The number of auto-

matic licences submitted via the

Invest Easy portal and Sanad

reached 24,664, since the

launching of the automatic li-

cence approval service on April

4 until June 22, according to the

Ministry of Commerce , Industry

and Investment Promotion

(MoCIIP). 

MoCIIP said that the top ten

countries that utilised the new

automatic licence approval serv-

ice included the sultanate, India,

Iran, Pakistan, Yemen, Syria,

Bangladesh, UAE, Egypt and Iraq.

A number of investors and

businessmen, who obtained au-

tomatic licences (Sanad),

praised this new service, stress-

ing that the automatic licence

approval service contributes to

creating an enhanced business

environment in favour of the

growth and diversification of the

national economy, as well as em-

powering the private sector as a

key partner in the development

march and enabling it to lead the

local economy towards compet-

itiveness. 

They emphasised that  this

service also enhances the sul-

tanate’s international indicators

in terms of ease of doing busi-

ness, in accordance with the di-

rections of Oman Vision 2040.

Businessman Said bin Nasser

al Maeini said, “The automatic li-

cence approval service through

the electronic portal Invest Easy

has contributed to save the in-

vestors’ time and efforts. It is

considered one of the easiest

government services launched

by the Ministry of Commerce, In-

dustry and Investment Promo-

tion in cooperation with the

concerned government entities.

It allows the investor to obtain an

unified licence in less than 24

hours.”

Suleiman bin Nasser al Siyabi

said, "The automatic approval

service facilitated obtaining a

unified licence for local and for-

eign investors who are planning

to set up new projects in the sul-

tanate, while the unified licence

includes all the required permits

and approvals from all the 

concerned authorities, where

this action contributes to

strengthening the national econ-

omy and attracting foreign in-

vestments as well."

(Supplied photo)

(Supplied photo)



NATION

MONDAY, JUNE 28, 2021     MUSCAT DAILY    03

1mn wild seeds plantation
drive begins today in Dhofar

Our Correspondent

Muscat

As part of its efforts to plant

10mn trees, the Environment Au-

thority (EA) will launch a drive to

plant 1mn seeds that it collected

recently in Dhofar over a week

starting today. 

Speaking to Muscat Daily, Eng

Mohammed Salim Hardan, head

of the wild seed collection and

planting team at EA, said, “We

recently started collecting 1mn

wild seeds from all regions in

Dhofar. These seeds include sidr,

samr, al ghaf, etc.”

He added, “The authority, in

cooperation with volunteer

teams, will launch the first phase

of the project in some wilayats of

Dhofar, including Dalkout,

Rakhyut, Salalah and Taqa. More

than 200 volunteers will join us

for this campaign. The first phase

of the project will be from June

28 to July 4 and will last for five

hours a day.”

He said the project is part of

planting 10mn wild trees. 

“We aim to cultivate the 

lands that have been subjected

to desertification. We chose this

time because it is the rainy sea-

son in Dhofar that will help us

plant wild seeds in a better way,”

he said. 

“We urge all members of so-

ciety to cooperate with us and

participate in the first stage of

cultivation of wild plants to in-

crease green spaces.”

Muscat - Badr al Samaa Group of

Hospitals last week launched a

state-of-the-art branch in Ma’a-

bela, Muscat - its 13th in the sul-

tanate. 

Badr al Samaa Medical Cen-

tre, Ma’abela was virtually inau-

gurated by chief guest H E Sheikh

Nasar Amer Shuwain al Hosni,

Undersecretary, Ministry of

Labour. 

The ribbon cutting ceremony

was performed by Dr Mazin bin

Jawad al Khabouri, director gen-

eral, Directorate of Private

Health Establishments, Ministry

of Health, who was the guest of

honour. 

In his welcome address,

Abdul Latheef, managing direc-

tor, said since the pandemic

started everything has become

challenging be it construction,

manpower, operations, etc, but

Badr al Samaa with its motiva-

tion, hard work and dedication

made it possible to inaugurate

two state-of-the-art medical

centres and one flagship hospital

within one year. 

He said, “For us it is not the

business but a social responsibil-

ity towards our nation, especially

in the times when demand for

quality healthcare is ever in-

creasing."

He added till now Badr al

Samaa has vaccinated more than

50,000 people and "this is just

the beginning". 

H E Sheikh Hosni congratu-

lated Badr al Samaa for serving

more and more people and

reaching out to every part of

Oman with quality healthcare. 

He appreciated Badr al Samaa

for providing more and more

technical and administrative 

job opportunities for Omani na-

tionals. 

He said the medical centre in

Ma'abela can become a flagship

centre for the Ministry of Health

and the Ministry of Labour to

work together in up-skilling clin-

ical and non-clinical Omanis and

prepare them for bigger opportu-

nities. He was "glad to see the vi-

sion and passion of Badr al

Samaa to contribute in a bigger

way to meet the growing health-

care needs" of Oman.

Dr Khabouri in his speech said

that he is glad to be the part of in-

auguration ceremony of this

state-of-the-art medical centre.

He appreciated the role of Badr

al Samaa in providing the best

quality healthcare in every part of

the country and be shoulder-to-

shoulder with government insti-

tutions to serve the people of this

country. He acknowledged the

guiding principles of Badr al

Samaa Group of Hospitals: ac-

cessible, available and affordable

private healthcare provider. 

Dr P A Mohammed in his vote

of thanks expressed his gratitude

to the chief guest, guest of hon-

our, dignitaries, management

and staff of Badr al Samaa. Hus-

sain Mehdi al Lawaty, branch

head of Badr al Samaa Medical

Centre compered the event. 

The state-of-the-art facility

will deliver healthcare services in

the specialities like general med-

icine, internal medicine, cardiol-

ogy, obstetrics & gynaecology,

urology, paediatrics, dentistry,

dermatology, ENT, orthopaedics,

general surgery, etc. The centre

will have facilities for COVID-19

vaccination and RT-PCR sample

collection.

Badr al Samaa inaugurates latest branch in Ma’abela

Our Correspondent

Muscat

To mark International Day

Against Drug Abuse and Illicit

Trafficking which falls on June

26 each year, the National

Committee for Narcotics and 

Psychotropic Substances an-

nounced the results of a com-

munity competition, aimed to

reduce the spread of narcotics

and psychotropic substances.

Dr Huda bint Khalfan al Siyabi,

director of Health Community

Initiatives in the Ministry of

Health, said, “The competition

aimed at strengthening the 

role of the wilayats’ health com-

mittees and consequently com-

munity role, in supporting

community-based projects and

resolving the drug-related issues,

as well as developing in individ-

uals the concept of voluntary

work for serving the public inter-

est. 

“Furthermore, it aimed at un-

derlining and recognising the

leading efforts and the effective

initiatives in the field of narcotics

and psychotropic substances

steered by individuals and volun-

tary groups.”

The first competition was held

for the year 2017/18 where ten

projects from various wilayats of

the sultanate took part. The win-

ners were honoured at a national

ceremony in June 2019.

Thirteen projects from the

wilayats including Mudhaibi,

Bidiyah, Dima Wa al Taien, Wadi

Bani Khalid, Shinas, Mirbat, Bid-

bid, Barka, Rustaq, Sur, Al Kamil

W'Al Wafi participated in the

second edition (2019/2020) of

the competition. 

The wilayat of Al Kamil W’Al

Wafi came first. Khasab got the

second place, while the third

place went to the wilayats of

Dima Wa al Taien and Shinas.

Dr Huda bint Khalfan al Siyabi
We aim to cultivate
the lands that have
been subjected to
desertification. We
chose this time be-
cause it is the rainy 
season in Dhofar
that will help us

Eng MohaMMEd 

hardan

Muscat - Activities of the

annual strategic exercise

‘Decision Making-8’ began

at the National Defence

College (NDC) on Sunday.

The exercise is being

carried out by the NDC’s

eighth batch from various

military, security and civil

units.

The five-day exercise

aims to enhance joint co-

operation and integration

among the participating

units. It also targets the ac-

tual practice of strategic

planning tools at the na-

tional level, as well as

managing events, and ex-

ceptional and emergency

cases from a strategic per-

spective.

It is worth noting that

the exercise is being con-

ducted with full adherence

to the precautionary and

preventive measures set

by the COVID-19 Supreme

Committee.

ONA

Strategic
exercise
‘Decision
Making-8’
begins

Drug
awareness
contest 
winners 
announced

Send your comments to muscatdaily@apexmedia.co.om

(Supplied photos)

(Supplied photo)



How effective are night lockdowns in
controlling the spread of virus? Does
the decision affect your daily affairs?EffECTIVE, ESSENTIAL…
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Muna Basheer al Zadjali 

Private sector employee

The decision on night lockdown has been taken to prevent

the spread of COVID-19. Past experience has shown that

the spread of the virus can be significantly reduced by im-

posing lockdown, but it affects everyone’s life. I miss seeing

my family and friends. We are all confined to our homes to

save ourselves and for a better tomorrow. 

noW on 

WhatSapp
Share your comment in not more
than 50 words along with your
full name, profession and front 
facing photo before next Sunday, 
10am, via WhatsApp

next on

Your SaY

How can trees at camping sites in mountainous areas be saved from fire resulting from human negligence?

The views stated here are those of the respondents and not endorsed by Muscat Daily. If you feel strongly about the issues discussed here, you can email your comments to 

muscatdaily@apexmedia.co.om  Log on to our Facebook page or tweet us your comments on the issue

Amaal Ghalib Amri

Sales professional 

Studies and simulations indicate that lockdowns can be

quite effective under certain conditions, for example in

combination with law enforcement of preventive measures.

It hasn’t affected my daily routine, as by evening we are al-

ready home and getting ready for bed.

Vipin Garg

Bank employee

Night lockdowns have proved to be effective but every cit-

izen and resident has to understand their responsibility to-

wards the nation and wear masks and avoid gatherings.

Night lockdowns affect our daily affairs a little but it’s man-

ageable.

Ali al Sheyadi

Teacher

Of course, the night lockdown has reduced the number of

COVID-19 infections, because it restricts gatherings and

family visits that are responsible for the spread of the virus.

The closure affects some of our activities, but we must co-

operate with government agencies and adhere to health

measures to limit the spread of the virus.

Subia Musheer

Teacher

At night, people relax by venturing out resulting in high in-

teraction. Imposing night lockdown checks the spread of

the virus. We all know in our heart of hearts that such

measures are a must for our own good. We must persevere

now to enjoy later.

Mohan Anandan

Banking sector employee

Night lockdown is of course quiet effective. However, un-

less everyone assumes individual responsibility to honour

the pandemic norms at all times, controlling the pandemic

will be a herculean task for the authorities.  The lockdown

decision must not be viewed as an inconvenience since it

is taken for the wellbeing of society at large.

Mohammad Ali 

Businessman

I support the lockdown. It is the only way now to control

the virus. We have witnessed increased infection rate and

deaths in the last few weeks. Yes, the night lockdown ef-

fects my business like in the case of most others, but life is

more precious than money. In the current situation, lock-

down is the only remedy for safety.

Govind Arjan

Communications and media consultant

The world over, lockdowns have proved to be effective in

bringing down cases as it restricts movement, gatherings

and mingling. My daily activities have been adjusted with-

out any difficulty to the lockdown timings. The severity of

the current wave definitely warrants additional strict meas-

ures to protect society.

Meer Waheed

Banking sector employee

The night lockdown serves the purpose of keeping people

home. After office-hour get-togethers are restricted and

late nightouts and shopping are also discouraged. The au-

thorities have also said that the night lockdowns are most

efficient in curtailing infections. I am affected but this is the

time to be cautious and safe rather than being adventurous. 

Send uS on our

neW
WhatSapp no

91953774

YOUR 
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Muscat - The Directorate Gen-

eral of Quality Assurance Centre

(DGQAC), represented by the

Accreditation and Standards 

Development Department, in co-

operation with the Gulf Accredi-

tation Council, recently

organised a workshop on accred-

itation of health institutions and

diagnostic medical laboratories

via video conferencing.

H E Eng Ahmed al Mutairi, di-

rector general of GCC Accredita-

tion Centre (GAC), inaugurated

the workshop and touched upon

the importance of accreditation

of health institutions locally and

internationally, as well as obtain-

ing ISO 15189 for diagnostic

medical laboratories in line with

the basic and effective role of

providing high quality and safe

health services. 

Dr Qamra al Sariri, director

general of the Quality Assurance

Centre, made a visual presenta-

tion on the various phases of set-

ting up an Omani accreditation

system project that will be imple-

mented. 

Qamra explained the impor-

tance of the workshop for health

workers in general and those in

national diagnostic medical lab-

oratories, in particular, in provid-

ing them with the required

knowledge to apply the ap-

proved standards in health insti-

tutions and medical laboratories

and ensuring delivery of quality

and safe healthcare. The work-

shop was attended by approxi-

mately 100 health workers from

various government and private

health institutions of the sul-

tanate and other GCC countries. 

Event held on accreditation
standards of diagnostic labs

(Supplied photo)
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Muscat - Omantel - the pioneer

in providing integrated telecom-

munications services in the sul-

tanate - has joined hands with

the National Life and General In-

surance company (NLG Oman)

to help a customer purchase car

insurance and pay insurance pre-

miums through its Self-Service

Machines (SSMs) across the

country

The telecom service provider

thus became the first company in

Oman to provide this facility,

which comes in addition to the

company's tie-up with the ROP

that saw people making use of

their SSMs to make various pay-

ments for almost a year, a press

release said.

The latest facility 'will bring

more convenience for NLG

clients, be it individual car own-

ers, new buyers, government

clients or corporate organisa-

tions by saving their time and ef-

fort', the statement added.

To buy a car insurance or pay

the premium, it said that a user

can proceed in easy steps at any

of the 15 Omantel SSMs that are

available at primary locations

across the country. 

The easy interface and navi-

gation guides the user to the

NLG page wherein he/she is

prompted to fill in the required

details like the type of insurance

cover (third party or comprehen-

sive), Civil ID number, license

plate number and code, mobile

number, vehicle seating capacity

and vehicle value (if comprehen-

sive policy).

Once these details are

punched in, the user is directed

to the next steps of entering their

name, choosing the financial in-

stitution if mortgaged, confirma-

tion of the premium amount and

lastly clicking on the ‘pay’ tab to

finalise the transaction. 

The facility completes the

transaction in a matter of min-

utes and easily, the statement

said, adding that 'details of the

policy purchased will be sent to

the user’s registered e-mail ad-

dress, and a link to download the

policy will be sent via SMS'.  

Commenting on this innova-

tive smart solution, Aladdin Ab-

dullah Bait Fadhil, vice presi-

dent, consumer business unit at

Omantel, said, “Our company’s

zeal for making new digital

products and service available

to people within the shortest

possible time and innovative

thinking form the base of this

partnership with NLG Oman. 

“The new product available on

Omantel’s Self-Service Ma-

chines are the first in Oman, and

we at Omantel are proud to have

facilitated such a unique service.

It is a fast, easy, secure and con-

venient way to buy a car insur-

ance or pay premiums without

the need to visit offices physi-

cally,” the Omantel vice presi-

dent added.

S Venkatachalam, chief exec-

utive officer of NLG Oman - an

Ominvest Group company, said,

“This is a first-of-its-kind service

to be rolled out for the people of

Oman and we could have no bet-

ter partner than Omantel to en-

able it. At NLG Oman, we care

for our policy subscribers; be it

individuals or business owners,

citizens or expatriates. 

”We wished to add an ele-

ment of convenience to the en-

tire process of car insurance

purchase and premium pay-

ment for them. This partnership

with Omantel is also a nod to

the Sultanate’s digital future.

We are looking forward to see

the initiative’s positive impact,”

he added.

Omantel’s SSMs are conve-

niently placed at 15 locations

across Oman, such as the

Qurum City Centre, Muscat

Mall, Omantel headquarters,

Muscat City Center, The Royal

Office, Al Khoud and Al Amerat

in the Muscat capital area and in

other locations outside Muscat

like Nizwa Grand Mall, Salalah Al

Saadh Bill Payment Machine,

Salalah City, Ibri, Sur, Ibra,

Omantel’s Sohar office and Al

Buraimi. 

Omantel is the Sultanate’s

first and leading integrated

telecommunications services

provider, enabling the digital so-

ciety to flourish, allowing new

ways of doing business and de-

livering a world of information,

news and entertainment. 

While striving to ensure opti-

mum customer satisfaction,

Omantel plays a key social role

to provide the required support

and subsidy to all sectors of the

Omani society. 

Omantel offers customers option to buy car
insurance through self-service machines

Our Correspondent

Muscat

The Capital Market Authority

(CMA) recently announced a

tender for the operation and

maintenance of the e-insurance

systems which was launched in

2008 in continuation of the de-

velopment and improvement of

the services related to digital

transformation. 

The system links the insurance

companies, the Royal Oman Po-

lice and insurance policyholders.

The CMA aims to enhance the

role of technology and maximise

its uses especially its role in serv-

ing policyholders and other

stakeholders to ease registration,

renewal, transfer and export of

motor vehicles, and issuance of

registration certificates, accord-

ing to a press statement posted

on the CMA website. 

It also offers the insurance

companies a database contain-

ing specific information on driv-

ers and vehicles such as traffic

accidents and violations for use

in underwriting.

The system allows the CMA

to monitor and follow up the

business of insurance companies

to evaluate their performance.

The system comprises soft-

ware, operation licenses, linking

devices, servers and provides an

environment linking 15 insurance

companies carrying out motor

insurance business with policy-

holders and the ROP for quality

and improved service to policy-

holders and enhance the super-

vision process.

Motor insurance is among the

top insurance activities with

more than 1.402mn  insurance

policies at 85.4 per cent of the in-

surance policies and direct pre-

miums at RO113.3mn.

CMA to update e-link between
insurance companies and ROP

Muscat - The total number of

Small and Medium Enterprises

(SMEs) registered in the Author-

ity for Small and Medium Enter-

prises Development till the end

of May this year stood at 53,166,

compared to 44,197 in May last

year, posting an increase of 20.3

per cent, according to the data

released by the National Centre

for Statistics and information

(NCSI).

Among the governorates, the

Governorate of Muscat topped

the list with 20.3 per cent of the

total registered SMEs, followed

by North Batinah with 20.4 per

cent, Dakhiliyah with 18.5 per

cent, Dhofar with 19.3 per cent,

South Batinah with 23.6 per cent,

North Sharqiah with 17.5 per

cent, South Sharqiah with 25.5

per cent, Dhahira with 14.7 per

cent, Buraimi with 22.3 per cent,

Al-Wusta with 39 per cent and

the Governorate of Musandam

with 17.3 per cent.

The number of SMEs regis-

tered in the Governorate of

Muscat stood at 17,927 at the

end of May, followed by North

Batinah with 8,411, Dakhiliyah

with 6,616, Dhofar with 4,439,

South Batinah with 4,049,

North Sharqiah with 3,527,

South Sharqiah with 3,158,

Dhahira with 3,016 and the

Governorate of Buraimi with

1,135 registered SMEs.

The number of SMEs regis-

tered in the Governorate of Al-

Wusta stood at 691 and 197 in

Musandam, the lowest number

of SMEs registered in any gover-

norate during the period.

ONA

Over 53,000 SMEs
registered in Oman
till May this year

Abu Dhabi, UAE - Masdar, a

subsidiary of Mubadala Invest-

ment Company and one of the

world’s leading renewable en-

ergy companies, signed a strate-

gic agreement with the Republic

of Iraq to develop Solar Photo-

voltaic (PV) projects in the coun-

try with a minimum total

capacity of two gigawatts (GW).

Heads of Agreement were

signed at a virtual ceremony by

Majid A Hantosh, Iraqi Minister

of Electricity; Suha al Najar, pres-

ident of the National Investment

Commission of Iraq; and Mo-

hamed Jameel al Ramahi, chief

executive officer of Masdar.

The signing took place in the

presence of Ihsan Abdul Jabbar

Ismail, Iraqi Minister of Oil;

Suhail bin Mohammed al

Mazrouei, the UAE Minister of

Energy and Infrastructure; and

Dr Thani bin Ahmed al Zeyoudi,

the UAE Minister of State for

Foreign Trade.

Commenting on the agree-

ment, Iraq’s Oil Minister said that

the government “intends to in-

crease and enhance the national

production of clean energy”.

Through this agreement with

Masdar, he said, the country

would generate 2GW of solar

power through projects in central

and southern Iraq. 

“Iraq is targeting 20 to 25 per

cent of energy coming from re-

newable sources, rather than

fossil fuels, equivalent to 10 to

12GW,” Ismail said. “This agree-

ment with Masdar, a global

leader in renewable energy, is an

important step in the develop-

ment of the clean energy invest-

ment sector and the exploitation

of solar energy in Iraq.”

The UAE’s Energy Minister

Mazrouei said that they were

grateful to Iraq for providing

Masdar with the opportunity to

contribute to the implementation

of renewable energy strategy in

that country. 

“The UAE is committed to

working with Iraq to develop sus-

tainable energy resources. This

initiative also highlights the im-

portance of public and private

sector partnerships in finding af-

fordable solutions.

“Masdar has been a pioneer in

developing clean energy proj-

ects, and is now active in more

than 30 countries around the

world, with a total value of more

than US$20bn and a production

capacity exceeding 11GW. Mas-

dar will leverage the expertise it

has built up through these proj-

ects to support Iraq on its clean

energy journey,” he added.

The UAE’s Minister of State

for Foreign Trade underlined the

strong brotherly relations that

unite the two countries, sup-

ported by many deep political,

social and economic ties, and

driven by the keenness of both

leaderships to enhance coopera-

tion in all fields, especially vital

areas of common interest.

Zeyoudi pointed out that this

cooperation would add signifi-

cant value to the Emirati and

Iraqi partnerships in addressing

the challenges posed by climate

change and keeping pace with

the growing energy demand. It

will also contribute to supporting

Iraqi efforts aimed at implement-

ing quality projects to produce

10GW of solar energy by 2025.

Zeyoudi re-affirmed his coun-

try’s eagerness to facilitate chan-

nels of technology transfer,

enrich knowledge and encourage

exchange of the best and most

successful experiences for the

economic development of Iraq.

“The project is one of the

largest renewable photovoltaic

solar projects in the Middle

East,” the president of the Na-

tional Investment Commission of

Iraq said. “It falls within the vision

of Iraq’s sustainable transition

plan 2021- 2030,” she added.

WAM

UAE firm Masdar 
to develop solar 
projects in Iraq

Dubai, UAE - The UAE retail e-

commerce market reached a

record US$3.9bn in 2020, a 53

per cent year-over-year increase

driven by the COVID-19-led dig-

ital shift, while e-commerce ac-

counted for eight per cent share

of the retail market during the

same year, new analysis from

Dubai Chamber of Commerce

and Industry has revealed.

The study projected the value

of the market to grow by a com-

pound annual growth rate

(CAGR) to reach US$8bn by

2025, a growth trend supported

by several key factors, such as

high-income potential, high In-

ternet penetration rate (99 per

cent), developed transport logis-

tics network, modern digital pay-

ment systems, growing

tech-savvy youth population,

and strong government support.

The UAE has the highest

Smartphone penetration rate in

the MENA region, which influ-

enced the growth of mobile-

commerce (or m-commerce)

from 29 per cent in 2015 to 42

per cent in 2020. 

Moreover, in 2020, the UAE’s

retail m-commerce retail market

value reached US$1.6bn, 56 per

cent higher than the previous

year. The retail m-commerce

market of the UAE is projected to

reach US$3.9bn by 2025, and

grow with a CAGR of 18.9 per

cent between 2020 and 2025.

The UAE, and Dubai in partic-

ular, remains the hub for e-com-

merce growth in the MENA

region. Changing consumer

habits during COVID-19 has ac-

celerated the growth of digital

shopping. 

According to data from the

UAE National Economic Regis-

ter, the UAE e-commerce sector

issued the highest number of li-

censes of 196 in May last year.

Despite growth opportunities,

there are some challenges in the

e-commerce market, such as

cash on delivery. However, dur-

ing the pandemic the share of

this payment method was signif-

icantly reduced, due to hygienic

measures and development of

contactless payments.

Moreover, some online retail-

ers faced financial pressure to

due high costs. Apart from pick-

ing, packing and delivery costs,

one of the biggest costs is high

returns of products. 

Experts have found that peo-

ple return 15 per cent to 40 per

cent of what they buy online,

compared to five per cent to ten

per cent for in-store shopping. 

However, the improvements

of online product details, cus-

tomer support and visualisation,

the product returns are expected

to go down.

According to Euromonitor

data, in 2020 apparel and

footwear e-commerce category

had the highest share of 33 per

cent (US$1.3bn) in the UAE’s re-

tail e-commerce market. Despite

some lockdown measures, the

online share of this category

slightly increased in 2020, due to

the growing demand for com-

fortable style clothing, such as T-

shirts, sweatshirts and hoodies.

The next biggest category in

the UAE’s retail e-commerce

was consumer electronics with a

share of 31 per cent (US$1.2bn).

In this category, the demand was

high especially for laptops, per-

sonal computers and tablets, due

to the remote working and online

education. Food and drink were

the third largest category (11 per

cent or US$400mn) in the coun-

try’s retail e-commerce market.

WAM

Digital shift during pandemic helps UAE’s
retail e-commerce market touch $3.9bn
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Beijing, China - China’s major in-

dustrial companies saw their

profits maintain steady expan-

sion in the first five months of the

year amid recovering market de-

mand and improving business

performances, official data

showed on Sunday.

Industrial firms with an annual

business turnover of at least

20mn yuan (about US$3.09mn)

raked in around 3.42tn yuan in

total profits during the period,

soaring 83.4 per cent year on

year, data from the National Bu-

reau of Statistics (NBS) showed.

Compared with the 2019

level, profits of major industrial

firms rose 48 per cent in the first

five months. 

The expansion put average

January-May growth in 2020

and 2021 at 21.7 per cent, NBS

data shows.

In May alone, the profits of

major industrial firms climbed

36.4 per cent from a year earlier

to 829.92bn yuan.

Of all 41 industrial sectors,

nearly 70 per cent registered

yearly profit increases in May,

and 80 per cent saw profits sur-

pass 2019 levels, according to

NBS senior statistician Zhu

Hong.

Specifically, the raw materials

manufacturing sector main-

tained a robust profit increase

last month, and the pharmaceu-

tical manufacturing sector

logged accelerated profit growth,

Zhu noted.

Boosted by rising market de-

mand and price rises for bulk

commodities, sectors related to

metal smelting and processing,

raw chemical materials and

product manufacturing, as well

as oil and coal, posted fast profit

expansions in May, according to

Zhu.

The pharmaceutical manufac-

turing industry also saw strong

growth, driven by demand for

pandemic-related medical sup-

plies such as COVID-19 vaccines

and testing kits. 

The sector’s profits soared

85.7 per cent over a year earlier,

jumping by 23.6 percentage

points from April.

Moreover, the business oper-

ations of major industrial compa-

nies continued to improve last

month, with increasing profitabil-

ity, declining costs and decreas-

ing debt-to-asset ratios, NBS

data shows.

“In general, China’s industrial

firms continued their recovery

momentum in May, but the re-

covery is still not on solid footing,

given the companies’ unbal-

anced profitability,” said Zhu.

In the next stage, China will

step up efforts to return com-

modity prices to supply and de-

mand fundamentals, stimulate

the vitality of market entities, and

sustain the stable growth of in-

dustrial firms, Zhu added.

Xinhua

China’s industrial profits grow as
business performances improve

Washington, US - The largest US

financial institutions have suffi-

cient capital to continue lending

during a severe economic down-

turn, the Federal Reserve said on

Thursday as it released the re-

sults of its latest stress tests.

The 23 banks that took part in

the annual trials gauging whether

they could maintain capital re-

quirements in hypothetical eco-

nomic crises all passed,

remaining ‘well above their risk-

based minimum capital require-

ments’, the Fed said. 

“Over the past year, the Fed-

eral Reserve has run three stress

tests with several different hypo-

thetical recessions and all have

confirmed that the banking sys-

tem is strongly positioned to

support the ongoing recovery,”

the central bank’s vice chair for

Supervision Randal Quarles said.

The results clear the way for

restrictions on dividends and

share buybacks to be lifted start-

ing in July.

The Fed had ordered buy-

backs suspended and dividend

payments limited in June 2020

as COVID-19 caused a sharp

economic downturn, and then

relaxed those restrictions last

December, allowing capital dis-

tributions limited to an amount

based on a bank’s previous in-

come.

‘Today’s stress test results

clearly show that the nation’s

largest banks have strong bal-

ance sheets and remained highly

capitalised throughout the pan-

demic,’ the American Bankers

Association said after the release

of the results.

In this year’s test, banks faced

a hypothetical scenario in which

unemployment rises to a peak of

nearly 11 per cent, GDP falls four

per cent over two years and

asset prices fall 55 per cent, with

much of the stress occurring in

the corporate debt and commer-

cial real estate markets. The 23

banks lost more than US$470bn

altogether under that scenario.

AFP

Large US banks can
handle economic
downturn: Fed

London, UK - The Bank of Eng-

land on Thursday froze interest

rates at a record-low but forecast

a ‘temporary’ inflation spike as

the economy reopens, echoing

warnings from the European

Central Bank and the US Federal

Reserve. 

The world’s major central

banks are grappling with fears of

an inflationary spike, fuelled by

commodity price gains, and wor-

ries over the health of post-

COVID economic recovery.

The BoE’s monetary policy

committee (MPC) said in a

statement that it held borrowing

costs at 0.1 per cent and also

maintained the level of its stimu-

lus measures - but warned infla-

tion would likely top 3.0 per cent.

The pound dipped slightly

against the dollar and euro after

the news, which was in line with

market expectations.

‘The committee’s expectation

is that the direct impact of rises

in commodity prices on CPI infla-

tion will be transitory,’ read min-

utes from the gathering.

‘More generally, the ... central

expectation is that the economy

will experience a temporary pe-

riod of strong GDP growth and

above-target CPI inflation, after

which growth and inflation will

fall back.’

Consumer Prices Index (CPI)

inflation was set to shoot further

above the central bank's 2.0 per

cent official target. 

‘Inflation is expected to pick

up further above the target,

owing primarily to developments

in energy and other commodity

prices, and is likely to exceed 3.0

per cent for a temporary period,’

the BoE warned.

Both the Federal Reserve and

ECB kept their own ultra-low

rates and economic support

measures intact in recent weeks,

insisting also that high inflation

would be temporary.

UK inflation in May hit 2.1 per

cent - the highest level since be-

fore the pandemic - with cloth-

ing, fuel and oil prices

rebounding as the economy

gradually reopens. 

The BoE remains keen not to

snub out any nascent economic

recovery by raising rates too

soon, following a raft of encour-

aging data for the period.

‘The Committee does not in-

tend to tighten monetary policy

at least until there is clear evi-

dence that significant progress is

being made in eliminating spare

capacity and achieving the 2.0

per cent inflation target sustain-

ably,’ it added on Thursday.

Inflation in Britain has never-

theless accelerated sharply since

March, when the government

began a phased lifting of coron-

avirus restrictions.

Outlook upgrade
The BoE also forecast on Thurs-

day that the UK economy would

surge by 5.5 per cent in the sec-

ond quarter or three months to

June, up from prior guidance of

4.25 per cent growth. That

would follow a 1.5 per cent con-

traction in the first quarter. 

‘Bank staff have revised up

their expectations ... as restric-

tions on economic activity have

eased,’ the minutes added. 

‘This recovery in activity has

been most pronounced in the

consumer-facing services for

which restrictions were loosened

in April.’

AFP

Bank of England keeps record-low
rate, sees ‘temporary’ inflation spike

Beijing, China - Electric car giant

Tesla will ‘recall’ over 285,000

cars from the Chinese market

after an investigation found is-

sues with its assisted driving

software that could cause road

collisions, a government regula-

tor announced late on Friday.

Tesla would contact affected

users to upgrade their vehicle’s

software remotely for free, a

State Administration of Market

Regulation (SAMR) notice said,

adding that it affects some im-

ported and domestically manu-

factured Model 3 and Model Y

vehicles.

‘The recall plan was filed with

the State Administration of Mar-

ket Regulation, and it was de-

cided to recall the following

vehicles from today,’ the SAMR

said.

The order is the latest blow to

the American self-driving car pi-

oneer, which has come under

growing regulatory scrutiny in

China due to several deadly col-

lisions involving Tesla vehicles in

recent months. 

‘Due to issues with the cruise

control system... the driver can

easily activate the cruise control

function by mistake,’ the Chinese

government agency said in the

notice. ‘A sudden increase in ve-

hicle speed will occur, which

could... in extreme cases, cause a

collision, posing safety hazards.’

The carmaker has also been

targeted by numerous social

media complaints from Chinese

users regarding quality and serv-

ice issues, culminating in a high-

profile customer protest at the

Shanghai Auto Show in April.

The cruise control function,

which ‘matches the speed of

your car to that of the surround-

ing traffic’ is a key part of Tesla’s

Autopilot assisted driving func-

tion, according to the manufac-

turer’s website.

Tesla’s road in China ap-

peared to be paved with gold

after founder Elon Musk was

granted rare permission to build

a wholly owned factory in Shang-

hai that has allowed it to acceler-

ate to the head of the pack in

China's huge electric car market.

The company is hugely popu-

lar in China, where it sells one out

of every four of its cars.

The firm announced last

month it would be setting up a

data centre in China, following

user backlash over fears that

their data could be passed over

to the US.

Tesla shares fell almost 8 per

cent upon the news during US

trading hours on Friday.

AFP

Tesla to ‘recall’ over 285,000 cars
in China due to faulty software

This file photo shows workers at an unit of the Northeast Light Alloy Co Ltd, in Harbin in northeast China’s Heilongjiang Province, on March 9 (Xinhua)

Paris, France - Nearly 140 coun-

tries will haggle over key details

of a global corporate tax plan

this week, with some concerned

about giving up too much and

others eager to ensure tech gi-

ants pay their fair share.

The Group of Seven (G7)

wealthy democracies approved

a proposal to impose a mini-

mum corporate tax rate of at

least 15 per cent earlier this

month, hoping to stop a ‘race to

the bottom’ as nations compete

to offer the lowest rates.

It is one of two pillars of re-

forms that would also allow

countries to tax a share of

profits of the 100 most prof-

itable companies in the world -

such as Google, Facebook and

Apple - regardless of where

they are based. 

The deal now goes to the

Organisation of Economic Co-

operation and Development

(OECD), which is overseeing

two days of talks starting on

Wednesday to find a consen-

sus among 139 countries.

The proposal will then be

taken up by the G20 club of

wealthy and emerging countries

at a meeting of finance minis-

ters in Italy on July 9 and 10.

“I don’t think we have ever

been so close to an agreement,”

said Pascal Saint-Amans, direc-

tor of the OECD tax policy cen-

tre. “I think that everybody has

realised that a deal is better

than no deal,” Saint-Amans told

France’s BFM Business radio

earlier this month, adding that

failing to agree would lead to

unilateral taxes and US

reprisals.

US President Joe Biden has

galvanised the issue by backing

the global minimum corporate

tax, and Europeans want a deal,

he said.

Negotiations have gained

new urgency as governments

seek new sources of revenue

after spending huge sums on

stimulus measures to prevent

their economies from collapsing

during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Irish concerns
While the G7 - the United

States, Canada, Japan, France,

Britain, Italy and Germany - ap-

proved the plan, it still faces

hurdles as the negotiations ex-

pand to other nations.

European Union members

Ireland and Hungary are not

thrilled about it, as their corpo-

rate taxes are less than 15 per

cent.

Ireland has become the EU

home to tech giants Facebook,

Google and Apple thanks to its

12.5-per cent rate.

But another EU country that

has benefited from a low rate,

Poland, voiced support for the

proposal last week.

US Treasury Secretary Janet

Yellen said China also has con-

cerns about the proposal.

Two sources involved in the

negotiations told AFP that

China, which has a reduced rate

for companies in key sectors,

would not want a rate that ex-

ceeds 15 per cent.

Biden also has some con-

vincing to do at home, as key

Republicans in Congress have

already criticised the deal as a

‘speculative agreement’ and an

‘economic blunder’.

Amazon escape? 
The next round of talks will also

have to settle on a tax base and

the number of companies

whose profits could be taxed.

While Britain backed the G7

plan, it wants to ensure that its

financial sector is exempt from

the reform’s ‘Pillar One’ on tax-

ing a share of profits of over-

s e a s - h e a d q u a r t e r e d

companies. 

Others like France are con-

cerned that US e-commerce be-

hemoth Amazon could escape

the levies because its profit

margin does not exceed a 10 per

cent threshold.

The world’s 100 biggest

multinationals would be tar-

geted by Pillar One, but coun-

tries in the G24 - an

intergovernmental group that

includes countries such as Ar-

gentina, Brazil and India - say

more firms should be added to

the list.

AFP

Bargaining among countries over global tax enters key stage
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Eshraqa, Khimji Ramdas Social

Development Arm, announced

‘Tasees’ as the new identity 

for its Entrepreneurship Acad-

emy. Tasees aims to play an im-

portant role to incubate, mentor

and guide budding entrepre-

neurs on their journey to achieve

their innovative business ideas

into reality. 

Established in 2018 with a vi-

sion to help nurture the dreams

and give flight to the ambitions of

aspiring Omani entrepreneurs, to

achieve their entrepreneurial

freedom and growth through vi-

able business solutions to com-

pete in the marketplace. 

Tasees aims to be a one-stop-

solutions-provider for startups

and MSMEs, giving them the

scope and opportunity to change

the socio - economic fabric of

Oman. 

To know more about Tasees

and its programmes, log on to

www.eshraqa.om/tasees/ 

Designed by Bluerance, an

Omani start-up  design  agency,

the logo of Tasees is a modern

interpretation of the true pur-

pose of the programme. It repre-

sents a progress bar which

stands for growth and prosperity.

It manifests the core offering of

the Tasees programme in a sim-

ple and engaging manner. 

“Found on the principles of

giving back to the community,

Tasees aligns itself to the Oman

Vision 2040 mirroring the coun-

try’s interests in creating an en-

trepreneurial mindset for its

youth, encouraging the ongoing

development of knowledge and

skills amongst professionals by

creating a favorable environment

and new entrepreneurship op-

portunities for its aspiring youth,”

said Nailesh Khimji, director,

Khimji Ramdas. 

“For decades, our business

has enjoyed the support from the

local community. It, therefore, is

one of our paramount duties to

aid in the economic growth of

not just the country, but to invest

in and help in the development of

its most invaluable asset, which

is the people.”

Tasees will continue its multi-

ple interventions with a vision to

influence the attitude, mindset

and outlook of the youth, build a

sustainable entrepreneurship

culture and address the futuristic

economic goals of Oman. 

Its team of highly qualified

professionals will impart deeper

knowledge and the right skills

necessary to help budding entre-

preneurs achieve success as a

business owners and contribute

to the GDP of the nation.

The Pre-incubator pro-

gramme nurtures talented entre-

preneurs to gain the right skills

and competencies to be ready

for doing business. 

The Business Incubator pro-

grammr seeks to help entrepre-

neurs who have just launched

their business but are running

into roadblocks. 

The Business Accelerator pro-

gramme helps SMEs with high

growth potential in strategy for-

mation and implementation, col-

laboration and partnership

advisory, marketing and net-

working support along with en-

trepreneurial coaching. 

It also gives them valuable ac-

cess to logistical and technical

resources, as well as a strong

support network of investors.

Badar al Farsi, founder of

Power Packs Solutions, a suc-

cessful business enterprise

serves as a testimony of Tasees’s

efforts towards incubation and

entrepreneur mentoring. 

Commenting on the same,

Farsi said, “Even the brightest

ideas need the right direction.

The incubation programme con-

ducted by Eshraqa Tasees has

turned my dreams into reality.

The experts at Eshraqa have the

industry knowledge, experience

and technical know-how to help

entrepreneurs like me become

successful and overcome 

challenges and make the best of

the volatile market scenario

while benefiting from the profes-

sional resources the program of-

fers. I welcome you to see a short

video on my growth story

http://bit.ly/Tasees

Under the repurposed iden-

tity, Tasees will not only continue

to support the establishment of

sustainable businesses that will

aid in the economic growth of

the country, but also invest in

promising individuals who re-

serve the potential to make a dif-

ference and lead the way for

change. 

KR-Eshraqa  Entrepreneurship
Academy is now ‘Tasees’

Reinforcing its role as the digital

partner of choice for the sul-

tanate’s leading companies,

Ooredoo has joined hands with

Omani ICT solutions provider,

Sadara (Prime Business Solu-

tions). 

The collaboration will enable

Ooredoo to expand its range of

competitive services including

Enterprise Resource Planning for

Internet of Things, software de-

velopment, robotic process au-

tomation, data management and

connectivity and telecommuni-

cation services, and more, as it

continues to provide its business

customers with the tools to help

them grow in the modern world. 

Sultan Ahmed al Wahaibi,

chief business and wholesale of-

ficer at Ooredoo, said, “Our

agreement with Sadara is reflec-

tive of our continuous commit-

ment to enhance our B2B

offerings, as well as our efforts to

support the sultanate’s 

digital transformation and

Oman’s Vision 2040 to be a

knowledge-based and techno-

logically-advanced society. Tak-

ing advantage of the latest tech-

nologies, and backed by

Ooredoo’s customer service ex-

cellence, we are equipping our

customers with transformative

data services to enhance their

businesses and meet their digital

needs now and in the future.”

Hilal al Busaidi, group chair-

man of Sadara, said, “At Sadara,

we believe in a customised and

flexible approach to finding solu-

tions for our growing number of

clients all over the world, across

multiple industries. We are de-

lighted to be joining hands with

Ooredoo, and offering our range

of digital management solutions

to benefit more businesses

across Oman.”

Sadara is a rising group in the

digital transformation space in

the region, specialising in a syn-

ergy of services and solutions.

Ooredoo’s wide range of innova-

tive business products and serv-

ices has gained a large following

amongst entrepreneurs, local

businesses, and corporations.

Ooredoo joins
with Sadara for
B2B ICT solutions

A millennia-old culture meets

minimalist design, Chinese crafts-

manship meets Swiss precision.

Yuan Youmin – graphic designer,

lecturer and curator – has drawn

inspiration from traditional ele-

ments of his homeland China, and

together with Rado, created an

exceptional timepiece. The new

True Square x Yuan Youmin

unites West and East, yesterday

and today with elaborate details

and the latest methods worthy of

a Master of Materials.

For the latest Rado True

Square design collaboration, the

renowned graphic designer Yuan

Youmin drew inspiration from the

fascinating cultural history of

China, combined with modern

minimalism. The traditional steel-

yard served as a motif. This im-

portant measuring instrument

has been anchored into Chinese

everyday life for almost two thou-

sand years. It consists of a rod

with markings, a weighing tray

and a movable counterweight.

The new watch picks up on

some of these elements stylised

in its design. The recessed, round

dial in the centre, for example,

represents the weighing tray, the

lever arms of the steelyard be-

come the slender hands, and the

traditional hexadecimal dot

graduation serves as the basis for

the design of the hour markings. 

Their yellow gold colour has

also been chosen carefully. It tra-

ditionally stands for the pure

heart and honesty of the trades-

man working with the steelyard.

The four segments that connect

the round dial with the angular

case feature polished black lac-

quer, a further classic Chinese

technique. Yuan ultimately

chose the image of a phoenix, the

famous symbol of eternal rebirth,

for the case back of the watch.

The craftsmanship of the

watch is just as refined and so-

phisticated as its design. The

basis was the new ground-

breaking True Square – the first

watch made from solid high-tech

ceramic with rounded edges,

whose flowing shapes are cre-

ated using injection moulding. It

unmistakably bears the signature

of the watchmaker from Lengnau

and impresses with pioneering

materials, innovative design,

scratch-proof longevity and a

pleasant, sensual feel. The new

Rado True Square x Yuan

Youmin is driven by a Swiss-

made automatic calibre with an

80-hour power reserve.

Rado True Square x Yuan Youmin:

A ‘balanced’ design collaboration 
When it comes to buying a new

smartphone, consumers are

spoilt for choice. In addition to

professional-grade cameras,

long-lasting batteries and pow-

erful hardware, companies are

now placing increasing impor-

tance on the design element.

Aspiring to redefine mobile

photography, the vivo X60 series

offers distinct features packed in

an ultra-thin body. Here is a look

at some of them.

Ultra-sleek design
Through extensive R&D, vivo in-

tegrated the X60 series’ cutting-

edge capabilities into ultra-sleek

devices. The smartphones were

carefully designed to be ultra-

slim, enabling users to take them

wherever they go. The X60 is

7.36mm thin, breaking the indus-

try’s limits on 5G technology,

and comes with an Amoled

screen containing a 3.96mm

front camera punch hole centred

at the top with ultra-narrow

bezels. The X60 Pro is a

7.59mm-thin 5G phone with 3D

curvature and a large screen for

noticeably better viewing and

selfie experiences. With the

Black colourway weighing 176g

and 177g respectively, the smart-

phones are ergonomic and com-

fortable to hold.

Ultra O Screen
The X60 series has a 6.56-inch

Ultra O Screen with a 120Hz re-

fresh rate. Not only does this

screen give consumers more

choices and functions, it also of-

fers magnificent colour harmon-

isation for photos and videos,

and more space for widgets,

icons and almost any type of

content, whether it is a movie, a

game or a video call.

AG Glass with 
Satin Finish
In terms of craftsmanship, the

X60 series features the innova-

tive AG Glass with Satin Finish,

which gives the body a soft,

satin-like touch that feels better

than the usual frosted finish. Its

upgraded anti-fingerprint coating

means that users will barely

leave any smudge marks on the

phone.

Dual-Tone Step
Amongst the highlights of the

X60 series is the Dual-Tone Step

– a bold attempt to connect im-

aging with design by blending the

cameras on the rear with the

aesthetics of the back cover. The

cameras on the back of the

smartphones are encased within

the Dual-Tone Step, offsetting an

otherwise bulky look. Fashioned

in thin cascading panels that rise

in subtle steps, this layout is

more structured and aestheti-

cally pleasing.

Trendy Colours
The colour palette of the X60

and X60 Pro is inspired by sum-

mer blooms, and the smart-

phones are available in Blue or

Black. Blue is a mix of brilliant

hues that allows users to experi-

ence the visual radiance of a sun

rising. Black is elegant and time-

less, reminiscent of the night sky.

The classic colour exudes

strength and tranquility.

Vivo X60 series: Where modern 
technology meets cutting-edge design 

Nissan Oman, from the house of

Suhail Bahwan Automobiles

(SBA), is offering a low EMI on

Nissan Altima. The model is

known for its outstanding drive,

enhanced handling, fuel effi-

ciency and thoughtful technol-

ogy solutions. Customers can

now avail an exceptionally low

EMI rate of RO168 on Nissan Al-

tima. EMIs are calculated based

on 2.99 per cent rate of Interest,

20 per cent down payment, six-

year loan tenure. Subject to

credit approvals.

A senior official of Nissan

Oman said, “We are pleased to

offer Nissan Altima on a low EMI.

Its state-of-the-art engineering

offers those who drive it an ef-

fortless power while furthering

remarkable fuel economy. Nis-

san Altima is also cherished by

owners in Oman for its classy de-

sign, fuel economy, driving per-

formance, technology, and

comfortability. Its good looks,

striking exterior, colour range,

spaciousness, and fashionable

interior has brought the car a life-

time of fans. Its powerful high-

performance engine and a range

of other options add to its ap-

peal.”

Excellent driving
experience
Nissan Altima has advanced

safety features for those seeking

a more focused driving experi-

ence. Owners vouch that with its

advanced technology and in-

built design, Nissan Altima is a

pleasure to drive.

The Nissan Altima 2.0lt

Turbo, which has a new standard

of design, driving enjoyment and

technology has been creating

waves within the mid-size sedan

segment since its launch. The

sedan’s advanced VC-Turbo en-

gine – the company's first pro-

duction-ready variable compres-

sion ratio engine – is one of the

most advanced internal combus-

tion engines ever created. Simi-

larly, Nissan Altima 2.5lt features

expressive styling, an uplifting in-

terior, two   powertrains, and ad-

vanced Nissan Intelligent

Mobility features.

The Nissan Altima 2.0lt has

the world’s first variable com-

pression turbo engine. The en-

gine is so smart that it

anticipates what the driver

wants. The Altima’s shape-shift-

ing VC-turbo engine lets the

driver enjoy a lot. Nissan Altima

2.5lt unlocks the pure joy of driv-

ing through its innovative latest

technology and Nissan Intelli-

gent Mobility feature that re-

sponds to the world around in

real time. 

Powered by an innovative 248

horsepower, 2.0lt, turbocharged

variable compression, four-cylin-

der engine, Nissan Altima 

continuously adjusts its com-

pression ratio to optimise power

and efficiency. Whether its tur-

bocharged power that pushes

you back in your seat or effi-

ciency that sips fuel, even in city

streets, Altima’s shape-shifting

VC-Turbo engine gives you the

best of both worlds. The sedan is

a complete technological pack-

age – it over delivers on the ba-

sics, boasts features and innova-

tive technologies never seen in

its class.

The VC-Turbo engine has

been developed after years of re-

search and consumer feedback.

It seamlessly changes its com-

pression ratio between 8:1 (for

high performance) and 14:1 (for

high efficiency) – with an ad-

vanced multi-link system contin-

uously raising or lowering the

pistons' reach to transform the

compression ratio. 

While a high compression

ratio gives greater efficiency, a

low compression ratio allows for

greater power and torque and

avoids knocking.

Nissan Altima also comes

standard with a traditional 2.5lt,

four-cylinder engine.

Now you can own fuel-efficient Nissan Altima on EMI as low as RO168
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The 296 GTB, the latest evolu-

tion of Maranello’s mid-rear-en-

gined two-seater berlinetta, was

premiered during an online event

broadcast on Ferrari’s social

media and web channels. The

296 GTB redefines the whole

concept of fun behind the wheel,

guaranteeing pure emotions not

just when pushing the car to its

limits, but also in day-to-day

driving situations. 

The 296 GTB ushers in an au-

thentic revolution for Ferrari as it

introduces a new engine type to

flank the marque’s multi-award-

winning 8- and 12-cylinder

power units: a new 663 cv 120°

V6 coupled with an electric

motor capable of delivering a fur-

ther 122 kW (167 cv). This is the

first 6-cylinder engine installed

on a road car sporting the Pranc-

ing Horse badge: it unleashes its

massive 830 cv total power 

output to deliver previously un-

thinkable performance levels and

an innovative, exhilarating and

unique soundtrack. 

The car’s name, which com-

bines its total displacement

(2.992 l) and number of cylin-

ders with the GTB (Gran Tur-

ismo Berlinetta) acronym, in

finest Ferrari tradition, was 

chosen to underscore this new

engine’s epoch-changing impor-

tance to Maranello: it is not sim-

ply the living, beating heart of the

296 GTB  but also ushers in a

new V6 era that has its roots

deep in Ferrari’s unparalleled 70-

year-plus experience in motor

sports. The very first Ferrari V6,

in fact, featured a 65° architec-

ture and debuted on the 1957

1500 cc Dino 156 F2 single-

seater. This was followed in 1958

by bigger displacement versions

on the front-engined sport proto-

types - the 196 S and 296 S - and

F1 cars, such as the 246 F1 which

powered Mike Hawthorn to the

F1 Drivers’ Championship title

the same year.  

The very first Ferrari to sport

a mid-rear-mounted V6 was the

246 SP in 1961, which won

amongst others the Targa Florio

both that same year and in 1962.

Also in 1961, Ferrari secured its

first Constructors’ title in the For-

mula 1 World Championship

with the 156 F1, which was pow-

ered by a 120° V6. Ferrari first in-

stalled turbos between an

engine’s cylinder banks on the

126 CK in 1981 and subsequently

on the 126 C2 in 1982, which be-

came the first turbo-charged car

to win the Formula 1 Construc-

tors’ World Championship title.

This was followed up with a sec-

ond title in 1983 with the 126 C3.

Lastly, V6 turbo hybrid architec-

ture has been used on all For-

mula 1 single-seaters since 2014. 

The 296 GTB’s plug-in hybrid

(PHEV) system guarantees it is

an incredibly usable car as well

as cutting pedal response times

to zero and delivering a 25km

range in all-electric eDrive mode.

The car’s compact dimensions

and the introduction of innova-

tive dynamic control systems as

well as meticulously honed aero

ensure that the driver will in-

stantly experience its astonishing

agility and responsiveness to

commands. Its sporty, sinuous

design and extremely compact

dimensions also visually under-

score its exceptional modernity,

brilliantly referencing the likes of

the 1963 250 LM, the perfect

marriage of simplicity and func-

tionality. 

Powertrain
The 296 GTB is the first Ferrari

road car to sport a V6 turbo with

a vee with an angle of 120° be-

tween the cylinder banks, cou-

pled with a plug-in electric

motor. This new V6 has been de-

signed and engineered from a

clean sheet by Ferrari’s engineers

specifically for this installation

and is the first Ferrari to feature

the turbos installed inside the

vee. Aside from bringing signifi-

cant advantages in terms of

packaging, lowering the centre of

gravity and reducing engine

mass, this particular architecture

helps deliver extremely high lev-

els of power. The result is that

the new Ferrari V6 has set a new

specific power output record for

a production car of 221 cv/l. 

As the V6 turbo is integrated

with an electric motor at the rear,

the 296 GTB’s combined maxi-

mum power output is 830 cv,

putting it at the top of the rear-

wheel-drive sports car segment

as well as making it extremely

flexible. 

This is true both in terms of

day-to-day contexts (the 296

GTB has a full-electric mode

range of 25 km), and in driving

enjoyment (accelerator pedal re-

sponse is instant and smooth at

all engine speeds). 

Internal combustion
engine
Thanks to its 663 cv and 221

cv/l, the 296 GTB’s ICE sets the

new specific power output

record for a production road car.

Central to achieving this result

was the introduction of the 120°

vee configuration with equally-

spaced firings as well as the po-

sitioning of the turbos inside the

vee which produces a much

more compact engine and opti-

mally distributed masses. 

Electric motor
This is the first ever Ferrari with

a rear-wheel drive-only PHEV

(Plug-in Hybrid Electric Vehicle)

architecture in which the ICE is

integrated with a rear-mounted

electric motor producing up to

122 kW (167 cv) derived from

the Formula 1 application from

which it also inherits the MGU-K

(Motor Generator Unit, Kinetic)

moniker. 

296 GTB: Defining fun to drive

The Zubair Chess Centre in the

wilayat of Nizwa hosted the con-

clusion of the first virtual tourna-

ment for participants under 16

years old on June 24. It was or-

ganised in cooperation with the

Oman Chess Committee, with

the aim to enable competition

among the affiliates of the partic-

ipating Zubair Chess Centres. 

The tournament saw 47 par-

ticipants with the competition

being conducted through

Lichess, an online platform with

a digital board dedicated to the

game.

The tournament was held as

per the Swiss system of chess,

with 9 rounds, a thinking time of

5 minutes and an addition of 5

seconds for each move. The

tournament was run by a group

of renowned judges, Muslim al

Wadhahi, Bashir al Qadimi and

Hamdan al Hinai. 

The results saw Hammoud al

Busaidi from the Zubair Chess

Centre from the Dakhliyah gov-

ernorate winning first place,

Abdul Rahman al Zadjali from

the Muscat governorate placing

second and Asail al Mamari in

the third place in the North Bati-

nah governorate.

This tournament stems from

the framework of The Zubair

Corporation's adoption of the ac-

tivities of the Oman Chess Com-

mittee, to enhance competition

among the members of the vari-

ous Zubair Chess Centres. It also

aims to identify the level of play-

ers and assess the extent to

which they benefit from the

training courses that were held

via e-learning over the course of

the last period.

Hilal al Siyabi, chief corporate

services officer at the Zubair

Corporation stated, “The organ-

isation of this first virtual tourna-

ment is part of our continuous

endeavour to support the conti-

nuity of sports activities, espe-

cially in light of the current health

conditions that have imposed

great challenges in this field.

Therefore, the idea arose of or-

ganising a virtual tournament

among the members of the ten

Zubair Chess Centres through an

online platform. This helps main-

tain the momentum that was

achieved during the last four

years, following the start of the

joint cooperation between The

Zubair Corporation and the

Oman Chess Committee in

2017.”

Ahmed Darwish al Balushi,

chairman of the Oman Chess

Committee said, “We would like

to thank The Zubair Corporation

for their continuous support to

the committee, which con-

tributed to achieving our goal.”

Nizwa Zubair
Chess Centre hosts
virtual tourney

Indian School Darsait (ISD) or-

ganised its Graduation Cere-

mony on a virtual platform for

outgoing batch of Class XII

2020-21 at a solemn function

held on June 21. Dr Sivakumar

Manickam, chairman, Board of

Directors, Indian Schools in

Oman was the Chief Guest. Se-

bastian Chungath, president and

members of SMC were among

the dignitaries who attended the

function.

Starting with an Invocation

song by the students, the func-

tion entered the ambience of

welcome wherein Alexander

Gee Varghese, vice principal,

Senior School, extended a propi-

tious note to everyone. He gave

a bird’s eye view of the achieve-

ments of the students and the

laurels that they had brought to

the institution. He also urged the

students to equip themselves

with adequate skills and knowl-

edge to face the challenges and

to excel in their career by up-

holding the values of life as

stated by great scientist Albert

Einstein.

The Class Teachers Roilet

Sherlin Noronha (12 A), Shobha

Krishnan (12 B), Dr Kavitha

Prabhu (12 C) and Joseph Martin

(12 D) introduced their classes to

the audience and read out

proudly a brief citation of stu-

dents to acknowledge their per-

formance in curricular and

extracurricular activities apart

from other accomplishments.

They further urged not to kill their

uniqueness by comparing them

with others and congratulated all

for their hard work. Akarsh Vin-

cent, and Abhirami Rajeev,

deputy head boy and deputy

head girl respectively enumer-

ated their reflections and memo-

ries in a heart throbbing manner.  

Felicitating the students, the

Chief Guest Dr Sivakumar Man-

ickam called upon them to

recharge and revamp them-

selves with more vigour and en-

thusiasm to face the challenges

in the journey of their life. He fur-

ther advised them to use time

constructively, study hard and

take responsibility for their edu-

cation by setting goals, to believe

in themselves, and to script their

own destinies and to be good

ambassadors of the school.

Ajit Vasudevan, convener &

head - Academic and ICT Sub-

committees in his keynote ad-

dress stated that for the first time

a graduation ceremony was hap-

pening on a virtual platform. He

lauded the efforts of teachers

who made another successful

batch of students explore their

talents.

Delivering the valedictory

message Amar Srivastava, prin-

cipal, reminded the outgoing stu-

dents that the present batch was

exceptional and unprecedented. 

He counseled them to respect

and honour the teachers and

parents who were the pillars and

the culmination of their years of

hard work and the ensuing suc-

cess. Beena Govind, assistant

vice principal, Senior School ex-

pressed her profuse gratitude to

all for their benign presence on

this auspicious occasion.

ISD organises virtual Graduation Ceremony 2021 

Indian Social Club, Sohar organ-

ised an event to mark Interna-

tional Day of Yoga on June 18. 

The welcome speech was

given by the president, Kondala

Rajesh. Various yoga instructors

from Art of Living, Rajyoga Cen-

tre of Self Development, SKY the

World Community Service Cen-

tre and Yoga Alliance partici-

pated and demonstrated best

practices of yoga for wellbeing.

The event was streamed live on

Youtube. 

H E Munu Mahawar, Ambas-

sador of India, gave a speech and

explained the need of yoga in

this pandemic. Entertainment

secretary Anuja Aphale pro-

posed the vote of thanks.

Indian Social Club,
Sohar holds yoga
celebration

Gulf Air, the national carrier of

the Kingdom of Bahrain, an-

nounced the launch of point to

point flights beyond its Bahrain

International Airport hub allow-

ing the airline to expand its oper-

ations to new destinations as

well as extending passenger

services to new markets. 

Gulf Air launched flights be-

tween Athens and Larnaca al-

lowing passengers from either

location to buy tickets and com-

mute between both Mediter-

ranean cities. 

Similarly, it later launched

flights between Bangkok and Sin-

gapore where passengers can

buy tickets to fly between both

Far Eastern capitals. 

These flights will be available

for booking and tickets will be

sold on Gulf Air’s website or

through travel agencies in the

mentioned cities.

Upon the announcement, Gulf

Air’s acting chief executive officer

Captain Waleed AlAlawi com-

mented, “This is an exciting de-

velopment for the national carrier

of the Kingdom of Bahrain. Now,

not only we operate from and to

our hub, but we will also operate

from and to foreign points 

and give the opportunity to more

passengers to experience our

Arabian hospitality at a local level

in their own markets. We studied

the demand between Athens and

Larnaca as well as between

Bangkok and Singapore to carry

passengers between each city

pair. This is the beginning of a

wider plan to expand globally and

be available and more visible to

the local markets in countries

that we fly to.”

Last month, the airline an-

nounced that all its flights would

be operated by 100 per cent vac-

cinated crew.

Gulf Air begins operating point
to point flights beyond hub

National Bank of Oman (NBO)

and Loylogic, the global leader in

e-commerce and e-payment so-

lutions for loyalty programmes,

have announced a strategic part-

nership on Loylogic’s PointsHub

and PointsPay solutions for the

Nuqati Rewards programme.

Nuqati Rewards is the coun-

try’s first and only free loyalty

programme that rewards mem-

bers with points for their day-to-

day banking on a wide range of

banking products and services.

Customers can redeem their

points through a host of options

including travel, bill payments

and shopping. Through this col-

laboration, NBO aims to exten-

sively broaden its Nuqati

rewards offering with an innova-

tive platform in order to increase

program member engagement

and retention.

Maha al Raisi, head – Retail

Products, at NBO, said, “We are

constantly finding ways to up-

grade and maximise our popular

Nuqati programme and are de-

lighted to team up with Loylogic

to give more rewards than ever

before, simply through banking

with us. Now, customers can ac-

cess and manage their Nuqati

account through the app, making

it even easier.”

NBO, 
Loylogic
partnership
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Rome, Italy - US Secretary of

State Antony Blinken meets Is-

rael's new top diplomat Yair

Lapid in Rome on Sunday, in the

United States’ first face-to-face

meeting with the freshly installed

government that seeks a less

combative approach with its

main ally Washington.

Lapid, a centrist who delayed

his own plans to be prime minis-

ter as he masterminded a coali-

tion to unseat veteran leader

Benjamin Netanyahu, is flying to

Rome on Sunday to see Blinken,

whose plane touched down mid-

day in the Italian capital as part

of his three-nation tour of Eu-

rope.

The meeting comes as Presi-

dent Joe Biden’s administration

moves ahead with fresh talks on

reviving a 2015 accord with Iran

- strongly opposed by Israel - in

which Tehran drastically scaled

back nuclear work in return for

promises of sanctions relief.

Biden and Blinken are also

eager to preserve a fragile cease-

fire that took effect on May 21

between Israel and the Palestin-

ian movement Hamas, which

controls the Gaza Strip, after the

worst fighting since 2014.

The bloodshed triggered

some of the strongest criticism

of Israel in memory in the US

Congress, with some members

of Biden’s Democratic Party ac-

cusing Netanyahu of excessive

force and of triggering the crisis

by backing far-right Jewish

groups that want to change the

delicate status quo in the holy

city of Jerusalem.

Lapid, who took office on June

13 under Prime Minister Naftali

Bennett, a nationalist, has ac-

cused Netanyahu of jeopardising

Israel’s once rock-solid support in

the United States by openly rally-

ing behind former president Don-

ald Trump’s Republican Party.

The new coalition govern-

ment still sees Iran as the major

threat to Israel, and has launched

its own strikes on the Gaza Strip

- but has pledged to put the al-

liance with Washington first and

to try to keep differences private.

After one of Lapid’s telephone

conversations with Blinken, the

Israeli Foreign Ministry said that

the two agreed on no surprises in

the relationship.

Netanyahu quickly pounced,

posting a video in English on so-

cial media calling the new gov-

ernment ‘so dangerous’ and

speaking of how he as premier

would sometimes not inform the

United States of pending Israeli

actions.

Modest goals on
Middle East
With tensions still high after last

month’s violence, a motley coali-

tion getting its bearings in Israel

and political uncertainties linger-

ing within the Palestinian Au-

thority, the Biden administration

has made clear it is not rushing

to make any grand Middle East

peace initiatives.

Blinken, speaking in Paris at a

forum on the youth-oriented Brut

network, said the immediate pri-

ority was finding ways to bring

humanitarian and reconstruction

aid into the densely populated

and impoverished Gaza Strip.

Also critical is to ‘avoid provo-

cations and incidents over the

coming days, weeks and months

that could reignite the violence

and then to work to create a bit

more confidence between the Is-

raelis and Palestinians’, Blinken

said. The hope is that ‘there can

be conditions, which do not cur-

rently exist, to allow perhaps a

relaunch of the peace process

and the establishment of two

states, Israel and Palestine’,

Blinken said.

“I don’t think the conditions

are there yet. We have to work

on them and we will.”

He reiterated that the Biden

administration plans to let the

Palestine Liberation Organization

reopen its office in Washington,

which was closed under former

president Donald Trump in one

of the first of many decisions

welcomed by Netanyahu.

The Biden administration has

hoped to be less involved in Mid-

dle East hotspots and to repair

rifts created under Trump with

European allies as part of a strat-

egy to focus long-term attention

on managing the rise of China.

In his three days in Italy,

Blinken on Monday will see Pope

Francis, the pontiff's first meeting

with a high-ranking Biden admin-

istration official.

Blinken will also take part in

meetings hosted by Italy of the

Group of 20 major economies

and of the coalition to defeat the

Islamic State extremist group.

Blinken kicked off his trip to

Europe in Berlin, where he met

with Chancellor Angela Merkel. 

AFP

Blinken meets with Israel’s new
Minister Lapid amid Iran moves

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken waves as he arrives at Ciampino Airport in Rome, on Sunday (AFP)

There can be condi-
tions, which do not
currently exist, to
allow perhaps a 
relaunch of the
peace process and
the establishment
of two states, Israel
and Palestine. We
have to work on
them and we will

Antony 

Blinken

Dubai, UAE - Clashes between

rebels and Yemeni government

fighters killed at least 111 in Marib

in three days, pro-government

sources said, following a re-

newed offensive by Huthi insur-

gents.

The Iran-allied insurgents es-

calated their efforts to seize

Marib, the government’s last

stronghold in northern Yemen, in

February, and the fighting has

killed hundreds on both sides.

The fighting between Thurs-

day and Sunday killed 29 pro-

government personnel and at

least 82 rebels, three pro-govern-

ment sources said. Rebel forces

have not confirmed the toll.

Yemeni government officials

said that since Thursday, the

Huthis had mounted intensive

attacks from the north, south and

west, but were unable to breach

government defences which

were supported by air cover from

a Saudi-led military coalition.

“These areas witnessed fierce

fighting amid artillery shelling

from both sides and intense

coalition air raids,” one govern-

ment military official said.

Control of the oil-rich region

of Marib would strengthen the

Huthis’ bargaining position in

peace talks, but the battle has

also raised fears of a humanitar-

ian catastrophe, as many Yeme-

nis had fled to the area to escape

fighting in other parts of the

country.

Yemen’s conflict flared in

2014 when the Huthis seized the

capital Sanaa, prompting the

Saudi-led intervention to prop up

the government the following

year. While the UN and Wash-

ington are pushing for an end to

the war, the Huthis have de-

manded the re-opening of Sanaa

airport, closed under a Saudi

blockade since 2016, before any

ceasefire or negotiations. 

As well as the bloody offen-

sive in Marib, the Huthis have

also stepped up drone and mis-

sile strikes on Saudi targets, in-

cluding its oil facilities.

This month the outgoing UN

envoy for Yemen Martin Griffiths

told the Security Council his own

efforts over the past three years

to end the war had been ‘in vain’. 

The fighting has killed tens of

thousands and left some 80 per

cent of Yemenis dependent on

aid, in what the UN calls the

world’s worst humanitarian cri-

sis. The war has also displaced

millions of people and left many

on the brink of famine.

AFP

111 Yemen govt
and rebel fighters
killed in Marib 
in three days

Yemenis attend the funeral of Huthi fighters killed in battles with Saudi-

backed government troops in the Marib region, in Sanaa (AFP)

London, UK - Britain’s govern-

ment said on Sunday it was in-

vestigating how secret defence

documents, outlining the move-

ments of a warship that led to

Russia firing warning shots off

the Crimean coast, were found at

a bus stop in England.

The Ministry of Defence said

that an employee told it last

week that the documents had

been lost, and that an investiga-

tion had been launched.

“It shouldn’t be able to hap-

pen,” Brandon Lewis, minister for

Northern Ireland, told Sky News

on Sunday.

“It was properly reported at

the time... there’s an internal in-

vestigation into that situation.”

An anonymous member of

the public told the BBC they

found 50 pages of classified in-

formation behind a bus stop in

Kent, southern England, on Tues-

day.

The papers discussed the

possible Russian reaction to

Britain’s HMS Defender travelling

through Ukrainian waters off the

coast of Crimea on Wednesday,

the BBC reported.

Russia on Wednesday said it

fired warning shots at the navy

destroyer in the Black Sea after

what it said was a violation of its

territorial waters.

Britain however said it was

making ‘an innocent passage

through Ukrainian territorial wa-

ters in accordance with interna-

tional law’.

According to Moscow, the in-

cident took place off the coast of

Cape Fiolent on Crimea, which

Russia annexed from Ukraine in

2014 in a move that the vast ma-

jority of the international com-

munity has not recognised. 

The documents appear to

show that the British officials

knew the route could lead to a

possible reaction from the Rus-

sians, but that taking an alterna-

tive passage could be considered

by Moscow as ‘the UK being

scared/running away’.

The route it did take would in-

stead ‘provide an opportunity to

engage with the Ukrainian gov-

ernment... in what the UK recog-

nises as Ukrainian territorial

waters’, said another document.

Russia’s Foreign Ministry on

Thursday summoned the British

ambassador to ‘strongly protest’

the incident.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry

Peskov described it as a ‘deliber-

ate and prepared provocation’.

Russia’s Defence Ministry

said warning shots were fired

and bombs dropped along the

path of the HMS Defender.

Among the other documents

found at the bus stop were those

that laid out plans for possible

British military presence in

Afghanistan after the end of

NATO operations there.

AFP

Secret UK defence documents
found at bus stop in Kent

The British Royal Navy destroyer HMS Defender arrives in the Black Sea port of Batumi on Saturday (AFP)

Surfside, US - The scores of peo-

ple missing in the collapse of the

beachfront condo building in

Florida are no longer just a dry

number but have names and

faces thanks to a makeshift me-

morial erected nearby.

On a chain link fence at a site

serving as a staging ground for

rescue teams and equipment,

photos of some of the missing il-

lustrate the desperation of their

loved ones, waiting for news

after the sudden and still unex-

plained tragedy in the wee hours

of Thursday.

Behind the fence, a block

away, smoke drifts up from the

rubble of the Champlain Tower

South building, half of which fell

like a house of cards, while

cranes and other heavy machin-

ery groan with the work of mov-

ing concrete and steel rubble. 

As of Saturday night, five peo-

ple are confirmed dead and 156

who may have been in the build-

ing when it came tumbling down

in the middle of the night in this

beach town near Miami are un-

accounted for.

One photo on the fence

shows a father and his adoles-

cent son - Alfredo, in glasses and

bearded, and young Lorenzo -

with the word ‘MISSING’ and this

note: ‘A family friend tells me

they were in unit 512.’

Other photos show an older

couple seated at a restaurant, a

young man in suit and bow tie,

and a couple standing on a beach

- identified as Ilan Naibryf and

Deborah Berezdivin. 

Passages from the Bible are

written on Post-its attached to

some of the photos. Beside the

photos, well-wishers have stuck

flowers in the fence and set can-

dles on the ground. 

“You can see the smoke off in

the distance, and here the faces

of the missing. Now they are un-

forgettable,” said Olivia Ostrow,

a French woman who has lived in

Surfside for 20 years. “These

parents, these children. They are

people just like us,” she told AFP.

Gina Berlin, who has lived in

the neighbourhood for nearly 30

years, said she came to the me-

morial to pray for the missing.

“I am still in shock,” said the

54 year old, who has two friends

who live in the part of the build-

ing that remained standing and

were able to get out safely. 

Peace and
meditation
The memorial went up in a noisy

and bustling spot as electrical

generators from the rescue effort

hum and trucks come and go. At

one point police even barred

people from stopping at the me-

morial fence. A few blocks away,

a quiet park has also become a

memorial for the missing. 

On the corner of a street with

small houses, people have

posted more photos and flowers

on the fence of a dog park, again

with names of missing people,

their apartment numbers and

messages of support. 

Dana Culvin (53) said she had

the idea to do this on Friday. 

“I just want to send thoughts

and prayers and love to the

whole community and specifi-

cally those waiting for answers,”

she said. 

Daniela Calzadilla (48) sits on

a bench as her dog Paco plays

nearby. “It’s a place where you

can find peace,” she said. “I know

a lot of families from the area

that are missing, meditation is al-

ways good to feel calm in your

mind and body.”

As he walks past the park,

Raphael Amar, a 63 year old Jew

who was born in Morocco and

has lived in Surfside for 20 years,

pauses at the memorial. 

He is returning from syna-

gogue, where he says the atmos-

phere is quiet and sad because of

all the people still unaccounted

for. Many of them are from the

local Jewish community.

“The memorial at the park,”

he said, “shows that we are one

community in a small town. We

are all neighbours. That creates

an extraordinary sense of unity.”

AFP

Makeshift memorial honours score of
missing in Florida building tragedy

Flowers and notes decorate a makeshift memorial near the site of a

collapsed building in Florida’s Surfside, on Saturday (AFP)
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Moscow, Russia - Moscow on

Sunday recorded the worst daily

coronavirus death toll so far for

a Russian city, as countries

across the Asia-Pacific region

extended or reimposed restric-

tions to tackle fresh waves of in-

fections.

The pandemic has now killed

close to four million people

across the world but vaccination

drives have brought down infec-

tion numbers in many wealthy

countries, though the Delta

strain of the virus remains a con-

cern.

The variant is now in 85

countries and is the most conta-

gious of any COVID-19 strain

identified, according to the

World Health Organization.

Still, in much of Europe and

the United States curbs on daily

life are easing as vaccination

programmes bear fruit, although

Russia is grappling with a deadly

third wave.

The Russian capital on Sun-

day recorded 144 COVID-19

deaths in the last 24 hours, a

day after Saint Petersburg set

the previous highest figure.

Saint Petersburg has hosted

six Euro 2020 matches and is

due to host a quarter-final on

Friday, with spectator numbers

capped at half but still upwards

of 26,000 people.

Russia as a whole has seen an

explosion of new infections

since mid-June driven by the

Delta variant.

The dramatic rise in cases

comes as officials in Moscow

are pushing vaccine-sceptical

Russians to get inoculated after

lifting most anti-virus restric-

tions late last year.

“To stop the pandemic, one

thing is needed: Rapid, large-

scale vaccinations. Nobody has

invented any other solution,”

Moscow mayor Sergei Sobyanin

told state-run television on Sat-

urday.

The Delta variant is also feed-

ing fresh outbreaks in Southeast

Asia and Australia where au-

thorities have brought back or

prolonged restrictions.

More than five million Syd-

ney residents endured their first

full day of a two-week lockdown

Sunday to contain an outbreak

of the strain.

Australia’s northern city of

Darwin also entered a separate

snap 48-hour lockdown on Sun-

day after a handful of cases

were linked to a coronavirus

outbreak on a remote gold mine.

Similar spikes in infections

have recently been seen across

Southeast Asia.

Thailand restrictions
begin from today
Thailand from Monday will

reimpose COVID-19 restrictions

on restaurants, construction

sites and gatherings in the capi-

tal Bangkok and its suburbs as it

tries to contain a wave of coro-

navirus cases.

After a year of relative suc-

cess in keeping infection rates

low, Thailand’s latest wave

kicked off in April when a cluster

was found in upscale Bangkok

clubs typically frequented by the

elite.

Since then, more have been

discovered in its overcrowded

prison system, as well as among

migrant workers who toil in its

construction and service indus-

tries.

The government said in an

order published on Saturday

that new restrictions will begin

on Monday and last for a month.

They include closing con-

struction sites in Bangkok and

surrounding areas, banning

workers from leaving, prohibit-

ing eat-in customers at restau-

rants, and restricting gatherings

to a maximum of 20 people.

Checkpoints will be set up in

Thailand’s southernmost

provinces of Narathiwat, Pat-

tani, Yala and Songkhla. Trav-

ellers must carry a ‘letter of

intent’ to leave or enter.

The new restrictions come

ahead of the July 1 launch of a

quarantine-free model for vac-

cinated tourists in the popular

holiday destination Phuket.

The so-called ‘Phuket sand-

box’ has been touted as a way

to resuscitate Thailand crucial

tourism industry and related

sectors such as service, restau-

rants and transport.

Thailand’s government has

also been widely criticised for

its faltering vaccine rollout, with

authorities scrambling to im-

port more doses.

Prime Minister Prayut Chan-

O-Cha has said he plans to fully

reopen the country by October,

which would require his admin-

istration to hit the target of vac-

cinating 50 million Thais in four

months.

So far, a little over ten per

cent of the population has re-

ceived shots. 

Thailand has reported more

than 244,000 cases and over

1,900 deaths since the begin-

ning of the pandemic.

AFP

This file photo shows people walking down a street in Moscow on June 21. The Russian capital on Sunday recorded 144 COVID-19 deaths in 24 hours (AFP)

Sydney, Australia - Millions of

Sydney residents began the first

full day of a two-week coron-

avirus lockdown on Sunday, as

Australia imposed new restric-

tions to contain an outbreak of

the highly contagious Delta

variant. 

Restaurants, bars and cafés

were shuttered after stay-at-

home orders for central neigh-

bourhoods were extended

Saturday evening across the

sprawling city and to the coastal

and mountainous regions sur-

rounding it.

While the city centre was vir-

tually deserted, large numbers

of surfers and swimmers hit the

water at Sydney’s Bondi Beach,

with outdoor exercise still al-

lowed. 

Australia’s northern city of

Darwin also entered a separate

snap 48-hour lockdown on Sun-

day after a handful of cases

were linked to a coronavirus

outbreak on a remote gold mine.

Northern Territory Chief

Minister Michael Gunner said

officials were concerned about

being unable to reach close con-

tacts of infected people in the

region, home to a large Indige-

nous population feared to be

more vulnerable to COVID-19. 

“We are taking extreme ac-

tion right now to stop or slow

any spread before the coron-

avirus is let loose in the Terri-

tory, and that means we need a

lockdown,” he said.

Health experts had advised

that a shorter snap lockdown of

Sydney - which has proved ef-

fective in other Australian cities

in recent months - would not be

enough to contain the growing

cluster, New South Wales state

Premier Gladys Berejiklian said.

More than 110 cases have

been reported since a driver for

an international flight crew

tested positive in mid-June to

the highly contagious Delta vari-

ant, which first emerged in India.

“Given how contagious this

strain of the virus is, we do an-

ticipate that in the next few days

case numbers are likely to in-

crease even beyond what we

have seen today,” Berejiklian

told reporters on Sunday.

The flare-up has been a

shock for a city that had re-

turned to relative normality after

months with few local cases.

Matt Daly (37), who lives

south of Sydney, said he sup-

ported the measures but antici-

pated a ‘testing’ period of

working from home and enter-

taining his two young children

who are on school holidays.

“A lot of juggling over the

next two weeks. Really hope it

doesn't extend further,” he said.

Sydney’s restrictions require

people to stay home until at

least July 9, only venturing out

to purchase essential goods, ob-

tain medical care, exercise, go to

school or if they are unable to

work from home.

Professional musician Blain

Cunneen (27) said his work -

performing gigs, studio sessions

and teaching students - had

gone ‘up in smoke’ overnight.

AFP

COVID-19 PANDEMIC

Australia imposes
fresh restrictions 

Moscow deaths rise; curbs in Asian nations

Tables and chairs lay empty in Circular Quay, which usually remains full

of visitors during the weekend, in central Sydney on Sunday (AFP)

Sreenagar, Bangladesh - Tens of

thousands of migrant workers

fled Bangladesh’s capital on

Sunday on the eve of a tightened

lockdown that will curtail most

economic activity and confine

people to their homes as coron-

avirus infections soar.

Restrictions on activities and

movement have been in place

since mid-April as cases and

deaths jumped.

Infections declined in May

but started to rise again this

month, with just over 6,000

daily cases on Thursday and 108

deaths on Friday, according to

the health ministry - the highest

in more than two months.

The resurgence has

prompted the government to

toughen restrictions in stages

from Monday, with economic

activity - including shops, mar-

kets, transportation and offices

- to shut down by Thursday. 

People will be ordered to stay

at homes while only emergency

services and export-oriented

factories continue operations.

The coming closure has

sparked an exodus from Dhaka,

the capital. 

With public inter-city trans-

portation already suspended

since June 22, people have

squeezed into rickshaws,

hopped onto motorbikes and

even hired ambulances to make

their way to their villages.

Ferries have been operating

on overdrive, with some running

services 24 hours a day and

cramming more than 1,000 pas-

sengers onto each trip.  

“We don’t want them to

overcrowd the ferry. But they

don’t listen,” said police sub-in-

spector Mohammad Reza.

“There is a mad rush of people.”

A senior official at the state-

run Bangladesh Inland Water

Transport Corporation told AFP

that at least 50,000 people had

crossed the river by ferries on

Sunday alone. At a river station

in the rural town of Sreenagar

about 70km south of Dhaka,

thousands queued from early on

Sunday to cross the Padma, a

tributary of the Himalayan river

the Ganges.

“We did not have any choice

but to leave the city,” Fatema

Begum (60) told AFP while

waiting for a ferry.

“During lockdown, there is no

work. And if we don’t work, how

do we pay rent? So we packed

up everything and are going

back to our village.”

Mohammad Masum (30), a

street vendor in Dhaka, said it

was better to return home and

‘spend the time with family’ than

be confined in the capital.

Bangladesh has reported

more than 880,000 infections

and just over 14,000 virus

deaths, but experts say the ac-

tual toll could be much higher

due to possible underreporting.

AFP

Migrant workers flee Dhaka as lockdown tightens

People crowd to board a ferry to escape a new lockdown, in Munshiganj in Dhaka division on Sunday (AFP)

Bodrum, Turkey - The Russians

are finally coming but the mayor

of this empty Turkish resort

doubts their converted rubles

will save what looks to be an-

other lost summer.

“We closed the last tourism

season down 75 per cent,” Bo-

drum mayor Ahmet Aras told

AFP in a lavish library overlook-

ing the Aegean Sea. “We expect

a recovery from July with the

start of flights from Russia and

Europe,” but for the sector over-

all, “that will not happen for a

few more years,” he said. 

Pandemic curbs on travel

wrecked Turkey’s economy by

depriving it of foreign revenue to

finance debt and support the

lira. The lack of tourists played a

large part in the lira’s slide from

six to the dollar in March 2020

to around 8.7 now.

President Recep Tayyip Erdo-

gan’s government needed an ur-

gent fix therefore to quell public

discontent.

He tried to coax tourists to

Turkish beaches with exemp-

tions from weekend curfews

and other coronavirus rules.

But quarantines placed on

travellers returning from Turkey

laid the government’s plans to

waste. In 2019, Bodrum airport

welcomed a record 4.34mn

tourists to a city dubbed the

‘Turkish Saint-Tropez’.

Traffic slumped by two-

thirds last year however, and the

airport recorded just 350,000

arrivals between January and

May.

Things are finally looking up,

and Turkish leaders have their

fingers crossed.

“God willing, we will jump-

start tourism and have a tourist

push,” Erdogan said this month.

‘Walking dead’
Russia this week lifted a Turkish

travel ban that was officially im-

posed because of the coron-

avirus but which coincided with

a spike in geopolitical tensions.

And more people are ex-

pected once EU travel rules ease

on July 1. But the scenic city that

stretches from the sea to rolling

hills bears little resemblance to

the playground of jetsetters and

moneyed Istanbulites of the

past. 

“You see all the boats resting

on the shore, maybe one of

them goes on tour a day,” guide

organiser Baris Kasal lamented.

“We said the last season was

‘dead’. We are calling this one

‘the walking dead’,” he quipped.

“There’s been a little bit of

movement but it’s very, very

weak. Russians make up the

largest share of tourists because

Turkey is one of the main holi-

day destinations they can reach

without a visa.”

Bodrum airport operations

manager Iclal Kayaoglu said it

was handling just a tenth of the

passengers it did in 2019. “It’s

primarily the Russians and

British who visit,” she told AFP.

Russians found a way to

sneak in even when travel was

banned by the Kremlin.

The number of arrivals from

Poland spiked after they opted

for a circuitous route.

Yet shop owners say the

business these holidaymakers

drum up barely covers the debts

and state loans they took on to

survive last summer.

“Last year was like a joke, but

we thought it was just that one

time, and that we would get

over it,” said leather shop owner

Engin Erkan.

AFP

Turkish resort frets over second lost summer

This file photo shows foreign tourists (right) next to Turkish people in

Bodrum, on the Aegean Sea in southwestern Turkey, on June 16 (AFP)



dailY crossWord

LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9 and

only one instance of each number

GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21

Be on the lookout for breakthrough revelations. Your ruling planet,

Mercury, has been trekking backwards through the zodiac in its

retrograde phase. Today marks the halfway point of that journey,

as Mercury merges with the sun. This union prompts important

insights around your individuality and family past—and it

particularly speaks to any misbeliefs you hold around those topics.

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20

Keep a close eye on the stories stirring on the career front.

Mercury spends the day with the illuminating sun, bringing

important insights or developments concerning your ambitions.

The day itself is highly productive, as the moon ploughs 

through Capricorn and aligns with Mars and Neptune. Any

activities that centre around your self-expression should do well!

Solution 20-25 words: Excellent, 15-20 words: Very good, 

10-15 words: Good, 5-10 words: Average

You have three minutes to

find all the words 

contained in this word. 

Rules: Words should be at

least four letters long, proper

nouns and duplicates don’t

count

WORD BUILDER

Each game will present you with a matrix filled with letters. 

The objective is to form words by linking adjacent letters - to the 

left, right, on top, bottom, or 

diagonal to each other. 

The Boggles Classic game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words are valued at

one point for each letter in excess of two letters. A three letter word

is worth one point, a four letter word is 

worth two points, and so on. 

Valid words must be at least three letters long. 

DO YOU SUDOKU?

TEST YOUR 
KNOWLEDGE

BOGGLER
SUDOKU EASY 

ANSWER

Answers:1. d 2. a 3. d

break
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CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22

You’re a nurturer. Despite the hard outer shell you display,

you’re just a big softy looking for closeness and comfort. This

mission in your heart has been especially pressing as of late, 

and today’s skies nudge that story forward. Retrograde 

Mercury merges with the enlightening sun this afternoon,

prompting new developments or insights around your affections.

LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22

Love has been a loaded topic in your world. Relationships have

been your central focus and will continue to be in the weeks

ahead. Today’s skies feature the conjunction of Mercury and the

sun, prompting dialogues and revelations concerning partnership

matters. The Capricorn moon aligns with Mars and Neptune,

offering a highly productive energy to take advantage of.

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22

Lovers past and present have been clouding your atmosphere.

Today’s skies bring important developments to that arena, as

Mercury merges with the sun. Important revelations around

matters of the heart and creative projects are likely to emerge.

The day itself is an active one, especially on the home front, as

the Capricorn moon aligns with Mars and inspired Neptune.

VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22

You’re ruled by the messenger planet, Mercury. The past few

weeks have seen Mercury dancing backwards through its

retrograde phase, taking you for a spin in the process! Today’s

union of the illuminating sun and Mercury marks the halfway

point of the retrograde journey, and delivers critical insights and

developments concerning identity issues and career matters.

SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21

Sometimes we need to move back in time before we can move

ahead. That concept of past and present feels especially

important, as Mercury merges with the sun under today’s

skies. This union kicks up any unsettled dust around any family

matters. Fortunately, the Capricorn moon aligns with Mars and

Neptune all day, allowing for ease of direct conversation.

SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER 21

Monday’s skies set you up for success. The moon marches

through Capricorn, pointing your attention towards your skills

and resources and helping you find new ways to utilise them.

Luna’s connection with Mars and Neptune helps you plough

ahead with your workload. Mercury merges with the sun,

bringing important conversations or revelations to your doorstep.

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18

Enjoy a day away from the noise. The moon floats through

Capricorn, suggesting it’s best to direct your focus toward

restorative action. Luna’s connection with Mars and Neptune

gives you ample energy to expend. But try to prioritise activities

that have little social involvement. Mercury spends the day

alongside the sun too, bringing fresh insights to your individuality.

CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19

Today’s cosmic landscape is brewing with important insights.

Mercury forms a conjunction with the sun, bringing fresh

revelations to your talent, potential, and resources. That aside, a

productive day awaits, as the moon treks through your ambitious

sign. Luna’s supportive link to Mars and Neptune helps you

prioritise your own needs and express yourself with ease.

PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20

You’re likely to feel torn between productive activity and

reflective introspection. The moon floats through Capricorn,

forming strong links to Mars and Neptune. This blend of energy

allows you to go after your goals with ease, yet elsewhere,

Mercury merges with the illuminating sun. This union prompts

important revelations around relationships and family matters.

kids colouring

ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19

You’ve got everything you need to start the week off strong. The

moon parades through Capricorn, fixing your focus on career

concerns. Luna spends the day in a well-supported connection

with energetic Mars and inspired Neptune, adding a steady flow

of drive and creative vision. New developments in your friend

groups are likely too, as retrograde Mercury merges with the sun.

DAILY CROSSWORD 
ANSWERS (JUNE 27)

YOUR DAILY HOROSCOPE

1. Which scientist discovered

the radioactive element 

radium?

a. Isaac Newton

b. Albert Einstein

c. Benjamin Franklin

d. Marie Curie

2. When was barb wire

patented?

a. 1874

b. 1840

c. 1895

d. 1900

3. What did Galileo invent?

a. Barometer

b. Pendulum clock

c. Microscope

d. Thermometer

ACROSS

1 Deadly

7 Send without

stamps

12 Cowboy cry

17 Cause of

Weakness

19 Small error

20 Ancient region of

Asia Minor

22 It allows you the

freedom to be

scared

24 Operating

independent of the

main computer

25 Use up

26 Garment district

load

28 Sushi serving

29 Reprimand

31 Middleweight

champ, Tony ___

32 Kiddies’ song

starter

35 Habituates

37 Revealed

everything

38 Fido’s foot

41 To and ___

42 Some drums

43 Spoil

44 Icicle holder

45 Rock group staff

47 Fisherman’s

purchase

51 No votes

52 Referential words

56 Human resources

personnel

57 Alligator logo-

brand

58 Biblical verb after

pride

59 Ranier’s realm

60 OED entry

61 Competition that’s

for the birds

65 Not agin

68 “The ___ Queene”:

Spenser

70 Singer Tucker

71 ’70s do

72 “The ___ the Wild”

73 Farrell and Ford

75 Sea of Japan port

76 Autumnal equinox

78 She-devil

80 Spherical

beginning

81 Ending for acid

82 Kind of solution

85 Log entry

86 Roman tens

87 Reunion attendees

90 Early Mitsubishi

model

91 D-Day landers

92 Actress Kadrova

93 With modesty

94 ___ Jima

96 Snowy country

101 Stargazers’

instruments

105 Flatterer

106 Metropolis with

many airports

109 Without

pretensions

110 ___ maid

111 Young hare

112 Busy bees

113 Notched, as a leaf

114 Blood components

DOWN

1 Test site

2 Author Bagnold

3 Story

4 Gave a hand

5 Soap substitute

6 Safety device

7 Connecticut

collegian

8 Chatterers

9 Plant pests

10 Cordage fiber

11 ___ majesté

12 Hem and haw

13 Nobel or Noyes

14 Sign of a saint

15 Ear-related

16 Porker plaint

18 Fore opposite

20 Succeed

21 JFK’s UN

ambassador

23 Happen

periodically

27 ___ Mountains of

Missouri

30 Charlemagne’s

realm: abbr.

32 Chicken?

33 Third place

34 Agricultural ap-

parel

36 Political cartoonist

37 Famed family of

music

38 Janus feature

39 Ways to go: abbr.

40 Director Craven

42 Family nickname

43 Political

organization

44 Part of GE

46 Accomplished

47 Unexpected

danger

48 Worrier’s words

49 Dandy’s

complement

50 Italian brothers

53 S shaped molding

54 Court

55 With some weight

behind it

59 Thom, the shoe

man

61 Moolah

62 Buck addition?

63 Annoy

64 Bill, the science

guy

66 Wandering

67 Ways to go

69 ___-ran: loser

71 Peach State cap.

72 Give a ticket

73 Grub

74 Leg part

75 “___ Miss”

76 Copier cousin

77 Big exam

79 Authorizes

82 Agrees to

83 Totality

84 ___ the land

87 Deal maker

88 Full-term inmates

89 Actress Woodard

90 Blighted area

91 Maxi compared

with mini

93 Vail visitor in win-

ter

95 Exempt from

96 CD predecessors

97 Waterless

98 One billionth:

comb. form

99 Rolled cubes

100 Summit

102 Grey Cup org.

103 Traffic sign word

104 Pipe part

107 Pay dirt

108 Religious abbrs.
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Hubert Vaz

riven by an unflinching zeal to 

achieve heights of success from 

an early age, and powered by a

youthful craving for deciphering soft-

ware solutions, Dhruv Tewari, a for-

mer Indian School Ghubra student,

has achieved success in CanSat

2021, a prestigious, annual student

design-build-launch competition 

for space-related topics organised

by the American Astronautical 

Society (AAS).

Co-Team leader of Team GAGAN, a

10-member group of bright minds from Netaji Sub-

has University of Technology, Delhi (India), which

took part in the competition that is open to teams

from universities and colleges from around the

globe, Dhruv led them onto the path of success right

from the initial rounds when they exhibited great

promise in their project which ultimately secured

World Rank 2 with a final score of 99.17%. (The first

place of the competition went to another team from

the same university in India).

Disclosing details of their participation, Dhruv

explained that his team comprised the brightest

young minds of his college with three freshmen, six

sophomores, and one junior. The team was led by

Vaibhav Sharma and himself, who together man-

aged the team and ensured that everything was

done meticulously. 

Expressing gratitude to M P S Bhatia, the faculty

advisor of the team for his support, guidance and

faith in their capability right from the beginning, as

well as to Pradeep Tripathi (Global Phone Technolo-

gies, Oman) for his  generous support by sponsoring

them, Dhruv said it was a great experience partici-

pating in a prestigious competition which is

intended to teach space technology and let students

take their first steps in space.

“These are worthwhile as they do give students

the satisfaction of the end-to-end life cycle of a

complex engineering project. It also calls for the util-

isation of unique skills from different disciplines,

which help to augment the multidisciplinary skills of

the contestants,” he said, adding that their task was

to build a CanSat following the approved competi-

tion guide, and then compete with top teams short-

listed from different countries around the world. The

team had to virtually demonstrate the capability and

credibility of their CanSat creation this year because

of travel restrictions due to the pandemic.

'Team GAGAN' members (and their respective

roles) included Vaibhav Sharma - Team Leader

(Software Dept - Integration and multi-threading),

Dhruv Tewari - Co-Team Leader (Software Dept -

Real Time plotting, API management and data

transmission cloud services), Tushar Yadav - Elec-

tronics Department (Electronics codes and compo-

nent transmission Xbee setup), Vicky Jaiswal -

Electronics Department (Electronics design for PCB

and soldering and integration of components in the

satellite), Shivanshu Mittal - Mechanical Depart-

ment (CanSat designing and component selection),

Yogesh Sharma -  Mechanical Department (CanSat

designing and component selection), Piyush Sehgal

- Mechanical Department (CanSat designing and

component selection), Deshraj - Software Depart-

ment (GUI Development), Kabir Batra -  Electronics

Department (Electronics integration and soldering

of PCB), and Khushi Singal - Software Department

(Document design and CanSat flight flow).

Former ISG student leads team
to World Rank 2 in US satellite
design competition

Dhruv Tewari, Co-Team Leader of Team GAGAN,

who supervised work in all divisions of the competi-

tion, was entrusted the core task of software devel-

opment - a crucial element for building a CanSat and

maintaining all the communication and functionalities

of the satellite using software. “The software created

was called the Ground Control Station where all the

operations and real time plotting of data from the

CanSat would be visible on the Graphical User Inter-

face we had created from scratch,” he disclosed in an

exclusive chat. Excerpts: 

What was your contribution in this project?

I specifically made the real time plotting software

that gathered data from the satellite and per-

formed data interpolation and visualisation, My

responsibility was to manage API related work

that was used for getting the real time location of

the satellite during its launch.The transmission of

the data packets was managed through a cloud

service and ensured that there was an establish-

ment of a subscription based model. 

As the Co-Team Leader, I had the responsibil-

ity of managing the team and ensuring that flow

and continuity in work is maintained. I looked over

the entire process and managed each activity by

guiding the team and taking regular

updates on the progress from all

the departments. I also

ensured that the team

was on track as we had

deadlines to meet.

Managing that was

crucial. During the

pandemic when

we were all in dif-

ferent locations

and it was not easy

to procure compo-

nents required for

the CanSat, it was

quite a task to keep the

spirit of the team high. 

What was the conviction which

all of you had while taking part? 

We, as a team, had a strong belief and dedication

to win the competition from the start. We were

super excited about competing with the best

minds in the world. We were not a perfect team,

and led by two sophomores, but we were hard

working and determined. As a team, we were cer-

tain of winning a rank in the competition. From the

initial stages we were ranked 2 in the world which

was quite motivating. We had put a lot of effort,

and due to our clear understanding of the require-

ments of each round, we made sure that we 

fulfilled what was asked for and could show 

more to the judges. Our difference of marks with

the first rank holders turned out just 0.01%.

Did you research what previous teams have

done to come forth with something new? 

The documents for the top 5 in the previous year

are shown on the CanSat website and could be

looked at for understanding how the previous

years achievers had represented their work. 

All the content and documents were made

from scratch, so we did our own research on spe-

cific fields of engineering, such as which software

development lifecycle would lead to a faster and

better development process, or what payload

release mechanism was best suited. 

We did a lot of research on the topics and var-

ious systems that we could implement,and made

sure that the best software could be implemented.

We also made sure that we had understood our

system and why we had chosen it. 

How would this outcome affect your future

career prospects? 

Achieving World Rank 2 in an International com-

petition is an amazing feeling, the outcome of this

would showcase my leadership and software de-

velopment capabilities. My journey in the contest

has opened my eyes to a much broader world of

Research and Development. I have definitely 

developed an inclination towards research. 

My latest achievement - International Organi-

zation of Software Developers (IOSD). Under the

previous terms leadership, a group of developers

from IOSD-NSUT (the largest tech society) team

had created two major projects in NSUT, NESCII

- a blogging platform - and NSUTx - a cross plat-

form app - made by and for the students of NSUT,

which facilitates access to information and latest

college updates. I was personally involved as a 

developer in NSUTx - a daily app that provides the

functionalities of the college portal on every iOS

and android phone. The app has been a great suc-

cess with more than 2000 downloads, a 4.4 rat-

ing on Google Play Store, and 4.7 on App Store. 

The leadership of the last term showed faith in

me and I have been elected as the

President of International Or-

ganization of Software De-

velopers - NSUT. This is

the same society that I

was a part of during

the development

phase of one of the

projects. Now, I

not only manage

the two existing

projects, but also

we, as a team, have

planned to solve

more problems and

are in the process of

ideating the projects that

are required in space, so as to

ease the life of a user.  In my pro-

fessional career, I feel that my mindset of

problem solving would be a great asset. 

What is your ambition in life? What message do

you have for grade 12 students in Oman? 

My ambition is to learn and solve problems. I

would like to explore more of software develop-

ment and also learn about management and self

growth. I feel that I tend to develop a passion for

anything I put my mind into and work on. Re-

search in space exploration and the power of ma-

chine learning to solve problems is something I

would be keen on exploring.

My advice for 12th grade students is to enjoy

each moment of your life with an ever increasing

sense of wanting to grow and learn. Stay focused

and everything shall fall in place at the right time.

Opportunities are plenty if you are keen to learn

and not just win. Take a plunge into the field of

your choice and be prepared to work hard and not

give up because of difficulties in your path.

I am lucky that my family stood by my dreams

and gave me the choice to do what I wanted. That

is extremely important - you should do what you

want to and not just what everyone is doing. In 

the time we are in, everyone wants to become 

the best. With the population of the world in-

creasing continuously and the chaos around us

developing, the best way to move forward is to

embrace the chaos.

'Thoughts become things. If you see it in your

mind, you will hold it in your hand.' – Bob Proctor

Embrace the chaos

Vaibhav

Dhruv

Tushar

Yogesh

Shivanshu

Vicky

Deshraj

Khushi

Piyush

Kabir

TEAM

GAGAN

CanSat 2021

This image shows a CanSat launch from the 

2019 edition - For illustrative purpose only



SPORTS

MONDAY, juNe 28, 2021 MUSCAT DAILY 13

������������

�
��
����������������	�

�(&��'���� ,�"#*�#���%&��%���� �&&������ �&'�"�&�
�#%��"��)��(� &��"�'����#  #*�"����'��#%��&��

��'(�'�#"&���"'�������#!!#��'�#"���"'���#%�
�)�� �� ���� ��#���#(&��# ���'�!&����%��#%��� ��#%
��"'������'%�!#"�� ��  ��"��&���#%�� �!�'��&��	�

� ��&���!�� �,#(%� �&'�"��'#�
��� ,� �&&�����&
�$�+!������#�#!

#%���  ��������


Lewis blasts Windies to 
easy win over S Africa

WORLD RALLY 

CHAMPIONSHIP

Nairobi, Kenya - Sebastien

Ogier extended his lead at the

head of the World Rally

Championship (WRC) title

race with victory in the Safari

Rally in Kenya on Sunday. 

Ogier benefitted from the

early retirement of overnight

leader Thierry Neuville who

broke his right rear shock ab-

sorber when he hit a rock dur-

ing the day's first special

stage. Frenchman Ogier came

home 21.8 seconds ahead of

his Toyota teammate

Takamoto Katsuta with the

Estonian Ott Tanak third in his

Hyundai.

It is Ogier's 53rd career 

victory and his fourth this sea-

son, putting the Frenchman in

control of his quest to collect

an eighth title.  He now has a

34-point lead over Welshman

Elfyn Evans with Neuville third,

56 points behind Ogier, who

had to claw his way back from

seventh after suffering sus-

pension troubles on Friday. 

"This rally was an incredible

experience," said a delighted

Ogier on the podium at the

end of the first WRC rally in

Kenya for 19 years. 

"After our troubles on Fri-

day, we had a really good

weekend, really good pace.

We received extraordinary

support from the people.

"This rally may be shorter

than in the past, it's still a very

big challenge and we liked it."

Neuville, who held a 

57-second lead overnight over

Takamoto Katsuta, also in a

Toyota, arrived at the end of

the first stage with a severely

damaged right rear suspen-

sion, having lost one minute

over 11 kilometres.

"It's heartbreaking to end

the WE (weekend) like this,"

said Neuville on Twitter. 

"We had to retire after our

suspension broke in SS14 this

morning. This is how it is but I

feel sad for us & the team. 

"I think we all did the job

and everybody is working very

hard. There’s no one to blame

and we will continue to push."

Tanak is 67 points behind

Ogier in fourth place in the

title race but kept his hopes

alive with victory in the final

Power Stage finale which gave

him five bonus points and 

ensured he left Nairobi with

20 points in the bag. He will be

the home favourite in the next

seventh round of the WRC

which takes place in Estonia

from July 15-18. 

AFP

WEST INDIES vS S AFRICA

FIRST T20I

St George's, Grenada - Evin

Lewis led a rampaging assault by

the West Indies as they made a

mockery of a potentially tricky

target of 161 in an eight-wicket

victory with five overs to spare in

the opening fixture of their 

five-match T20 series against

South Africa on Saturday.

In a performance which 

emphasised the vast difference

between international cricket's

shortest format and the 

traditional game, Lewis tore into

the same bowlers who 

dominated the Caribbean side 

in the just-concluded two-Test

series in St Lucia. He blazed 71 off

just 35 deliveries with seven

sixes and four fours decorating a

pyrotechnic innings. He and

opening partner Andre Fletcher

set about the South African

bowlers with such gusto that

they raced to 85 before the end

of the seventh over when

Fletcher was run out at the non-

striker's end for 30 off 19 balls.

Lewis looked on course for a

hundred before he miscued 

another attempted big hit and

was caught at long-off by David

Miller off wrist-spinner 

Tabraiz Shamsi. It left two other

celebrated power-hitters, Chris

Gayle and Andre Russell to finish

the job, Russell appropriately 

finishing the match with a six

over midwicket.

In all the West Indies tallied 15

sixes and nine fours (126 runs) in

their innings.

"I always like batting on this

pitch because the ball comes on

nicely and you can play your

shots," said Lewis in reflecting on

his spectacular knock. 

"I was thinking a bit about the

hundred but I decided to keep

playing my shots because the

most important thing for us was

to get on that winning track."

Kagiso Rabada, Lungi Nigidi

and Anrich Norje, the three 

pacers who tormented the West

Indies in the Tests, bowled a

combined eight wicketless overs

in conceding 88 runs.

Rassie van der Dussen picked

up from where he left off in the

Test series with an unbeaten

half-century to lift South Africa

to what looked at the time to be

a competitive total of 160 for six

batting first. 

Fresh from a vital innings of 75

which set up the Proteas to 

complete a clean sweep of the

Test series, the tall right-hander

steadied his team's innings.

He then provided the late 

impetus in getting to an 

unbeaten 56 off 38 balls with

four fours and two sixes after

they were put in to bat. Quinton

de Kock, man of the series in the

Test matches, got his team off to

a flying start before his demise

for 37 to the bowling of Russell

left the innings sputtering in the

middle overs.

However van der Dussen's

experience proved invaluable

with wickets falling around him

as he was able to manufacture

important boundary hits against

an experienced and varied West

Indies bowling attack.

Left-arm spinner Fabian Allen

finished with the best figures of

two for 18 while senior player

Dwayne Bravo also picked up

two wickets, including Miller

who was appearing in his 82nd

T20I, the most by a South

African.

AFP

SOUTH AFRICA

R Hendricks b Allen 17 (11)

Q de Kock c Holder b Russell 37(24)

T Bavuma c Lewis b Allen 22(20)

R van der Dussen  not out 56(38)

H Klaasen c Allen b Holder 7 (12)

D Miller c Pollard b Bravo 9 (11)

G Linde c Sinclair b Bravo 0 (1)

K Rabada not out 6 (3)

Extras: (b 1, lb 2, w 3) 6

TOTAL: 160 for six in 20 overs

Fall of wickets: 1-33, 2-61, 3-95, 4-112, 

5-140, 6-140 

Bowling: K Sinclair 2-0-21-0, J Holder

3-0-29-1, F Allen 4-0-18-2, A Russell

3-0-29-1,O McCoy 4-0-30-0, D Bravo 

4-0-30-2

WEST INDIES

A Fletcher run out 30 (19)

E Lewis c Miller b Shamsi 71 (35)

C Gayle not out 32 (24)

A Russell not out 23 (12)

Extras: (lb 1, w 4) 5

TOTAL: 161 for two in 15 overs

Fall of wickets: 1-85, 2-124 

Bowling: G Linde 2-0-24-0, K Rabada

3-0-32-0, A Nortje 2-0-10-0, L Ngidi 3-0-46-0,

T Shamsi 4-0-27-1, R Hendricks 1-0-21-0

SCOREBOARD

Evin 
Lewis

71
35 BALLS

Ogier secures Safari
success in Kenya



spORts

14      MUsCat DailY    MONDAY, juNe 28, 2021

Budapest, Hungary - The

Czech Republic reached the

Euro 2020 quarterfinals on

Sunday after shocking 

ten-man Netherlands 2-0 in

their last-16 tie in Budapest

thanks to second-half strikes

by Tomas Holes and Patrik

Schick.

A header by Holes and

clinical finish by Schick came

after Matthijs de Ligt was

sent off in the 55th minute, 

securing the effi-

cient Czechs a

d e s e r v e d

berth in the

l a s t - e i g h t

against Den-

mark in Baku,

Azerbaijan,

on July 3.

Having emerged as Group

C winners with a 100 per cent

record after playing all three

of their games in Amsterdam,

Frank de Boer's fancied

Netherlands were on the road

for the first time in the tour-

nament. Roared on by bois-

terous ranks of orange-clad

fans in a packed Puskas

Arena, it was the livelier

Dutch who dominated the

opening exchanges. 

On eight minutes a floated

cross by Danny Blind

evaded Tomas Vaclik

in the Czech goal but De

Ligt's header across the

goalmouth was sliced

well wide by Memphis

Depay.

Then Denzel Dumfries,

raiding on both wings,

was released on the

left soon after but,

with Vaclik again flail-

ing, couldn't direct his

header into the open goal.

But after soaking up the

early pressure Jaroslav 

Silhavy's well-organised side,

began posing threats of their

own with a series of danger-

ous counter-attacks.

Tomas Soucek, who took

over the cap-

tain's arm-

band from

the injured

Vladimir Darida, glanced a

dangerous header just wide

at full stretch midway

through the period.

Early in the second period

the advantage swung 

decisively the Czechs way

when De Ligt was sent off by

the Russian referee Sergei

Karasev after a VAR review.

Bayer Leverkusen striker

Schick, scorer of all three

Czech goals in the group

stage, put De Ligt under 

pressure, prompting the 

Juventus defender to 

blatantly knock the ball away

with his hand to deny a

goalscoring opportunity. 

Midway through the half,

with the Czechs scenting

blood, Pavel Kaderabek

should have got the opener

while in space in the area but

saw his shot blocked. Then

68 minutes in a curled free-

kick from the right by Barak

was headed across goal by

Tomas Kalas to the un-

marked Holes who had time

to place his header.

Ten minutes from the end

Schick sealed the win with his

fourth goal of Euro 2020,

slotting home with his left

foot at the near post after

Holes pounced on a loose ball

and laid on a clever cut-back.

In truth, a man down, the

hapless Dutch never looked

like catching the Czechs who

were comfortable at the end,

chalking up their fourth

straight win over the Oranje

in front of jubilant fans. 

AFP

Rejuvenated Spain face Croatia testMore fans

allowed to

attend at

bucharest

arena 
Bucharest, Romania -

France and Switzerland

will play their Euro 2020

last-16 clash in front of up

to 25,000 people at the

National Arena in

Bucharest, Romania,

UEFA said on Saturday,

doubling the previously

announced attendance. 

"We can confirm that

the National Arena

Bucharest capacity was

increased to around 50

percent. The available 

capacity will be approxi-

mately 25,000," UEFA

confirmed in a statement

ahead of Monday's

match. European foot-

ball's governing body

added that the additional

seats made available were

sold 'only to fully 

vaccinated people'. The

permitted crowd at the

stadium for the tourna-

ment had previously been

set at   25 percent of the

venue's capacity.

AFP

Copenhagen, Denmark -The

good news for Spain came

all at once, their five-goal

rout of Slovakia on 

Wednesday steering them

clear of an early exit and

restoring hope they could

even win Euro 2020. 

Luis Enrique said he

would have taken any 

position in Group E as long

as Spain got through and yet

from desperation came 

elation, a goal-fest in Seville

transforming expectations

after a whirlwind 60 min-

utes.  'Just like that', came

Marca's headline on Thurs-

day, while AS's front cover

read: 'Permission to believe'. 

Whether optimism

proves brief or longer-lasting

will depend on the outcome

on Monday against Croatia,

the World Cup finalists who

appear to be growing into

this event themselves.   

Croatia also qualified in

second place and will 

certainly offer a sterner 

examination than Slovakia,

who put up surely the worst

performance of any team in

all 36 matches of the group

stage. 

They might have profited

from Spain's goal-scoring

angst had the floodgates 

not been so generously

opened by their own goal-

keeper Martin Dubravka. 

After Alvaro Morata's

missed penalty, Dubravka

flapping the ball into his own

net was the perfect way to

calm Spanish nerves and

why doubts still linger

around Spain being able to

navigate tougher tests to

come. 

Their route to the final

could be perilous. France are

a potential foe in the quar-

terfinals and perhaps Italy,

Belgium or Portugal in the

semis. 

Croatia may be a class

below any of those but still a

class above what Spain have

faced so far, with their mid-

field of Luka Modric,

Marcelo Brozovic and

Mateo Kovacic possessing

the guile to dominate the

very best. 

But Spain do have a

spring in their step again, no

matter how fortuitously they

found it, and a victory in

Copenhagen on Monday

would give them genuine

momentum too. 

It would represent the

country's first quarterfinal at

a major tournament since

they were last Euro champi-

ons in 2012. "It's obviously a

relief, not only for me, but

what it means when you

keep insisting on the same

football ideas and you see

you can get results with

them," said Luis Enrique. 

"The result comes at the

best moment and it 

prepares us for what is to

come."

Croatia lose 
Perisic 
Croatia will be without Ivan

Perisic against Spain after

the Inter Milan winger

tested positive for coron-

avirus on Saturday. Perisic

has scored twice in three

matches at the tournament

to help drag the 2018 World

Cup finalists into the knock-

out stages after a slow start.

However, his tournament

looks to be over as he must

isolate for ten days and

would therefore miss the

quarterfinals and semifinals

should Croatia make it that

far.

The rest of the Croatian

squad and backroom staff

have tested negative.

Along with captain Luka

Modric, Perisic is one of

Croatia's key men and 

heroes of their run to the

World Cup final three years

ago. His two goals at Euro

2020 took the 32 year old's

tally at major international

tournaments to nine.

AFP

tODaY’s MatCHes

FRaNCe vs switzeRlaND
(11pm, Oman time)

CROatia vs spaiN
(8pm, Oman time)

(ROUND-OF-16)

Spain's players attend a training session ahead of their round-of-16 match against Croatia on Monday (aFp)

Czech Republic upset
ten-man Netherlands
to set up quarterfinal
tie against Denmark

Czechmate for Dutch

Czech Republic's players celebrate  after winning their round-of-16 match

against the Netherlands at Puskas Arena in Budapest on Sunday (aFp)

ROUND-OF-16

0

netheRlandS 

CzeCh RepubliC

2
Patrik Schick of 

Czech Republic
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Bale proud of Wales 
‘kicking and screaming’ 
Amsterdam, Netherlands  - Wales

captain Gareth Bale said he was still

proud of his side after a 4-0 thrashing

by Denmark in the last-16 of 

Euro 2020, but refused to answer

questions over his future.

Bale, whose one-year loan spell at

Tottenham Hotspur from Real Madrid

has come to an end, said after the

English Premier League season 

finished he would reveal his plans for

the future at the end of the European

Championship - otherwise it would

cause 'chaos'.

That sparked rumours the 31 year

old could retire. When asked if he had

played his last game for his country,

Bale stormed off from an interview

with the BBC without replying.

"The boys are frustrated and angry,

but I'd rather we go out like that 

kicking and screaming than laying off

and doing nothing," said Bale, who

himself was booked for sarcastically

applauding the referee. 

"We've missed an opportunity but

one thing we can't fault is the effort

the boys showed. I'm still so proud of

them."

Asked what he thought of Bale's

reaction to being asked about his 

future, Wales coach Page defended

his skipper. "To me it was an insensi-

tive question and he has done the

right thing walking away," Page said.

"Like any other player in the 

changing room he is disappointed but

it is about the group and moving 

forward now," added Page, who 

became coach in the run-up to the

tournament after Ryan Giggs was 

arrested on assault charges. 

"Right now the players are 

disappointed of course but tomorrow,

before we travel home, they will 

realise what they have achieved.

"Nobody wants to go out like that

but we are not going to lick our

wounds for too long - we will be better

for going through this experience."

Wales will revert their attention to

the 2022 World Cup qualifying 

campaign in September but they are

in a tough group alongside Belgium

and the Czech Republic.

AFP

Super subs strike as Italy
get past battling Austria 

We’ve missed an
opportunity but
one thing we
can’t fault is the
effort the boys
showed
gAReTh bALe,

London, UK - Substitutes Federico

Chiesa and Matteo Pessina  struck

in extra-time as Italy beat battling

Austria 2-1 to reach the 

quarterfinals of Euro 2020 at

Wembley on Saturday.

The two teams were locked at

0-0 after 90 minutes in London,

with Italy enjoying the better of the

first half and Austria coming back

strongly in the second period.

But Chiesa made the crucial

breakthrough early in extra-time

and another goal from Pessina 

set up a quarterfinal match against

the winners of Sunday's tie 

between Belgium and holders 

Portugal, despite late drama.

"We knew we had to suffer 

because Austria are the typical side

who do not allow (you) to play

well," said Italy boss Roberto

Mancini. "The substitutes made

the difference for us, but everybody

gave their best tonight. I'm happy

because the lads gave everything

to win even when we were tired."

Having emerged as Group A

winners with a 100 per cent record

after playing all three of their

games in Rome, Italy were on the

road for the first time in the tourna-

ment. 

Mancini made seven changes

from the side that beat Wales as

Marco Verratti started instead of

Manuel Locatelli in midfield, while

Giorgio Chiellini again missed out

with a hamstring injury.

After belting out a rousing 

rendition of their national anthem

with ample backing from the

largely Italian crowd, the Azzurri

made a lively start.

Leonardo Spinazzola's bucca-

neering bursts from left-back were

a constant threat and he had Italy's

first sight of goal with a blast wide

from an acute angle.

Nicolo Barella's low volley from

Spinazzola's cross forced Daniel

Bachmann to save with his legs.

Ciro Immobile was inches away

from putting Italy ahead when the

Lazio forward whipped an auda-

cious 20-yard strike against the

woodwork with Bachmann rooted

to the spot.

VAR denies Austria 
Marko Arnautovic thought he had

given Austria a shock lead in the

65th minute when he nodded home

from David Alaba's header, but the

former West Ham striker was ruled

to be marginally offside after a

lengthy VAR review.

Substitute Locatelli fluffed his

chipped effort and Domenico Be-

rardi sent a bicycle kick well over as

Italy's frustration mounted.

The sides were locked at 0-0 at

the end of normal time but it did

not take long for Italy to make their

mark in extra-time. The impressive

Spinazzola crossed from the left

and Chiesa controlled the ball and

rifled home with his left foot five

minutes into the extra half-hour.

"It's never too late to come on

from the bench," said Chiesa after

the match. "The credit goes to the

coach because everyone is always

ready, we're a squad of 26 starters."

Italy effectively ended the tie ten

minutes later when Francesco

Acerbi shepherded the ball to

Pessina, who finished superbly be-

fore racing towards the corner flag

and throwing himself on the turf.

But there was still time for late

drama when Austria's Sasa Kala-

jdzic stooped to head the ball in at

the near post from a corner with a

little over five minutes to go.

That was the first goal Italy had

conceded since October 2020,

ending a run of 1,168 minutes 

without conceding. Italy that failed

even to qualify for the 2018 World

Cup will now fancy their chances of

going all the way.
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ROUND-OF-16

ITALY VS AUSTRIA

2 1

We deserved to be in
quarters, says Mancini 
London, UK - Roberto Mancini said that his Italy team deserved to

be in the quarterfinals of Euro 2020 despite 

struggling to beat battling Austria at Wembley.

"We got the result because we deserved

it. In the first half we could have scored a

couple of goals and then after the break

we dropped off physically," Mancini told

Italy's public broadcaster RAI. "We won

thanks to the players who came on with

the right mindset and resolved the 

situation. "I knew it would be hard, maybe

even more so than in the quarterfinals."

The win means that Mancini has guided Italy

to 31 matches unbeaten, breaking a record that had been

established by Vittorio Pozzo in the 1930s.

AFP

Italy's Matteo Pessina (2L) scores during

extra-time against  Austria at Wembley

Stadium in London on Saturday (AFP)



TOUR DE FRANCE

Mûr-de-Bretagne, France -

Mathieu Van der Poel won stage

two of the 108th edition of the

Tour de France on Sunday to

claim the overall leader's yellow

jersey and strike a blow for his 

famous cycling family.

The Dutch 25 year old is the

grandson of French cycling icon,

the late Raymond Poulidor who

was a regular on the Tour de

France podium and beloved of

French fans despite never 

wearing the fabled yellow jersey.

On his first Tour de France,

Van der Poel dropped to the 

tarmac gasping for breath before

weeping with his hands covering

his face as the weight of 

Poulidor's historic legacy was

settled on two dramatic ascents

of the same Brittany hill, the

Mur-de-Bretagne.

"Imagine how he'd feel, he's

not here," said van der Poel of

Poulidor who died in 2019 at the

age of 83. "This was my last

chance on the Tour to do it, it's

so good."

French fans saw their own

hero Julian Alaphilippe lose the

yellow jersey, but cheered the

Dutchman. Van der Poel won a

maximum of 18 bonus seconds

for crossing the summit in the

lead twice, and then winning by

a clear margin after accelerating

away from a chasing clutch of

elite road racers.

Defending champion Tadej

Pogacar was second followed by

Primoz Roglic, while Alaphilippe

was fifth at eight seconds.

Stage two passed off in 

relative calm after two 

spectacular falls on stage one

sparked a police investigation

into the roadside spectator that

caused a heart-stopping

domino-effect pile up.

AFP
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VERSTAPPEN WINS

London, UK - Serena Williams

said on Sunday that she will not

compete at the Tokyo Olympics

next month, joining fellow Grand

Slam legend Rafael Nadal in

withdrawing from the Games.

The 39 year old American 

revealed her decision at her 

pre-Wimbledon press confer-

ence. "I'm actually not on the

Olympic list, so... Not that I'm

aware of. If so, then I shouldn't be

on it," she said.

She refused to divulge the rea-

sons for her decision. However, a

ban on foreign fans as well as

family members at the Olympics

would have meant Serena being

separated from her daughter

Alexis Olympia. The Olympics

have already been delayed by a

year and organisers have been

forced to introduce strict 

measures to fight COVID-19.

"There's a lot of reasons that I

made my Olympic decision," she

said. "I don't feel like going into

them today. Maybe another day.

Sorry."

Serena is the joint most 

successful Olympian in tennis

history in terms of gold medals

alongside sister Venus having

won one gold medal each in 

singles and three in doubles.

"I have not thought about it

(missing the Games)," said 

Serena, who plays world No 100

Aliaksandra Sasnovich of Belarus

in the first round at Wimbledon.

Nadal announced earlier this

month he would be missing

Wimbledon and the Olympics so

as to look after his body and pro-

long his career. His great rivals

Roger Federer and Novak

Djokovic have yet to decide

whether they will go to Tokyo.
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Serena joins Nadal in
skipping Olympics 

DUTCH MOTOGP

Assen, Netherlands - Fabio

Quartararo battled through

fresh problems with his right

arm to win Sunday's Dutch

MotoGP and stretch his lead

at the top of the world 

championship with a domi-

nant display in Assen.

The Frenchman led a

Yamaha one-two as Maverick

Vinales, who started on pole,

finished second.  Reigning

champion Joan Mir completed

the podium on his Suzuki.

"Really tough race. I 

struggled a little bit over the

weekend with my right arm. I

was feeling really bad," said

Quartararo, who underwent

surgery in May after an issue

with his right arm cost him

possible victory at the Spanish

Grand Prix. "To be honest, I

was a little scared."

In the last race before the

mid-season break, Quar-

tararo, 22, won for the fourth

time in this campaign and ex-

tended his advantage over

compatriot Johann Zarco to

34 points with Italian

Francesco Bagnaia 13 points

further back. Zarco was fourth

on Sunday on his Ducati 

Pramac with Bagnaia sixth on

his factory Ducati. 

Yamaha's Vinales started

in pole after setting a track

record during Saturday's 

qualifying but his teammate

Quartararo dominated the

race. "I really want to leave

this part of the season behind

me," Vinales said.

Earlier, Motorsport.com

reported Vinales and Yamaha

were looking to terminate

their contract because their

relationship has soured.

Vinales is reportedly consider-

ing joining Aprilia next season.

Seven-time champion

Valentino Rossi failed to finish

after falling off his bike with

seven laps to go. Marc 

Marquez finished seventh

after starting 20th on the grid.

The next event of the 

season is the  Styrian MotoGP

on August 8.
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FORMULA ONE

STYRIAN GRAND PRIX

Spielberg, Austria - Max 

Verstappen tightened his grip on

the Formula One driver stand-

ings as he cruised to victory in

the Styrian Grand Prix on Sunday

with his closest challenger Lewis

Hamilton a distant second.

The Dutchman started from

pole in his Red Bull and led

throughout to finish more than

35 seconds head of British reign-

ing champion Hamilton in his

Mercedes. Finn Valtteri Bottas

was third for Mercedes, chased

home by the second Red Bull of

Mexican Sergio Perez.

Verstappen led from start to

finish for the third time this sea-

son as he increased his lead over

Hamilton to 18 points while Red

Bull, sponsored by an Austrian

company, increased their lead in

the constructor's championship.

"Unbelievable. The car was on

fire," Verstappen on team radio

at the finish. "Another win at

home feels really good."

"It's looking really good." he

said after climbing out of his car.

"We just have to keep pushing

really hard and I'm confident we

can do a really good job again."

Hamilton spent much of the

race expressing frustration on his

inability to cut into Verstappen's

lead as once again Mercedes

was not quite as quick as Red

Bull, although he did pick up a

bonus point for the fastest lap

time.

"It was a bit of a lonely race

really," Hamilton said. "I was 

trying to keep up with those guys

but, the speed they have -

they've obviously made some big

improvements. Impossible to

keep up."

"They continue to keep pulling

out those laps - and on the

straights we lose a lot. 

Nonetheless, we got good 

points as a team today and we've

just got to keep pushing."

Briton Lando Norris was fifth

for McLaren.

Carlos Sainz was sixth for Fer-

rari.  Monegasque Charles

Leclerc clawed his way through

the field after having to pit after

wrecking his Ferrari car in a lap-

one crash to finish seventh.

This season has been marked

by a series of gripping races and

ultra-tight battles between 

Verstappen and Hamilton, but

this was race was notable for his

lack of excitement.

There was entertainment 

provided by Leclerc, though, as

the Ferrari driver fought back up

to seventh place after 

damaging his front wing and

dropping to last on the first 

lap with a superb attacking drive

in which he several times 

flirted with the limits while 

passing rivals.

Lance Stroll's Aston Martin

finished eighth while Alpine's

Fernando Alonso and Alpha

Tauri's Yuki Tsunoda completed

the top-ten.

Results [Top-ten]: 1 Max 

Verstappen (1:22:18.925), 

2 Lewis Hamilton (+35.743), 3

Valtteri Bottas (+46.907), 4 

Sergio Perez (+47.434), 5 Lando

Norris (+1 lap), 6 Carlos Sainz Jr

(+1 lap), 7 Charles Leclerc (+1

lap), 8 Lance Stroll (+1 lap), 9

Fernando Alonso (+1 lap), 10

Yuki Tsunoda (+1 lap).

Drivers standings [Top-five]: 1

Verstappen (156 points), 2

Hamilton (138), 3 Perez (96), 4

Norris (86), 5 Bottas (74).
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Dutchman extends title lead with victory at Styrian Grand Prix 

Van der Poel claims stage two

Quartararo extends
overall lead with
‘tough’ triumph 

Fabio Quartararo celebrates after winning the race on Sunday (AFP)

We just have to
keep pushing 
really hard and
I’m confident we
can do a really
good job again

Red Bull's Max Verstappen

celebrates with the trophy

on the podium in Spielberg,

Austria, on Sunday (AFP)

Stage two winner Team Alpecin Fenix' Mathieu van der Poel of

Netherlands celebrates as he crosses the finish line on Sunday (AFP)

Serena Williams 




