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HIS MAJESTY THE SULTAN 
GREETS KING OF THAILAND
MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan Haitham 
bin Tarik has sent a cable of greetings to 
King Maha Vajiralongkorn of Thailand on 
his country’s National Day. In the cable, His 
Majesty the Sultan expressed his sincere
sentiments and best wishes of good health and
happiness to King Vajiralongkorn. His Majestyy 
also wished the people of Thailand further
progress, prosperity and stability. — ONA

0MAN
Information minister
receives top official

2
Dr. Abdullah Nasser 
Al Harrasi, Minister of 
Information, received

Sheikh Mubarak Fahad Al
Jaber Al Ahmad Al Sabah, DG 
of the GCC Joint Programme 
Production Institution. >A7

SPORTS
India retain Jr Asia
Cup hockey title

3
Araijeet Singh Hundal’s 
masterclass secured India 
a 5-3 win over Pakistan

for their fi fth overall title in
the Men’s Junior Asia Cup at 
the Hockey Oman Arena  in Al 
Amerat on Wednesday. >A8

OMAN
Scientific Rocket
launch postponed

1
The Ministry of Transport, 
Communications and
Information Technology 

and the National Space Services
Company (NASCOM) have 
postponed the launch of the 
experimental scientifi c rocket 
‘Duqm-1’ . >A7

T O P  T H R E E  I N S I D E  S T O R I E S

MUSCAT: UNICEF Oman, in
collaboration with government
counterparts, business partners,
and community leaders, activated
a vibrant “Listen to the Future”
campaign across the Sultanate of 
Oman. The campaign highlighted
children’s voices and showcased
Oman’s commitment to their rights,
aligning with Oman Vision 2040.

This comes within the frame-
work of celebrating the World Chil-
dren’s Day (WCD) and the 35th an-
niversary of the Convention on the
Rights of the Child (CRC35), In line
with this year’s theme that empha-
sized the importance of amplifying 
children’s voices to address press-
ing global challenges and ensure a 
brighter future for every child.

To this extent, UNICEF Oman
organised a series of roundtable
discussions across Oman. These
discussions brought together
students from South Al Batinah
Governorate and Al Dakhiliyah

Governorate and diff erent deci-
sion-makers such as Dr. Hilal Al-
Sabti, the Minister of Health and 
Dr. Rashid Al Balushi, the Chair-
man of Oman Human Rights Com-
mission, to foster meaningful dia-
logue on children’s rights and the
challenges they face.

The roundtable discussions 
were hosted by Yahya Badr Al
Mawali, Governor of South Al
Sharqiyah, and Sheikh Saleh Dhi-
yab Al Rubaiey, Wali of Nizwa.

The “Listen to the Future” cam-
paign saw a remarkable collabo-
ration among UN agencies, com-
munity leaders, and social media 
infl uencers, who united to spread 
a shared message of support for 
Oman’s children during the period 
starting November 20th which 
also coincide with Oman’s nation-
al day festive season.

“As we celebrate World Chil-
dren’s Day and the 35th anniver-
sary of the Convention on the 

Rights of the Child, we reaffi  rm our 
commitment to working with the 
Government of Oman, partners, 
and the community to protect, 
empower, and elevate the voices 
of every child” stated by UNICEF 
Oman’s Representative, Sumaira 
Chowdhury. UNICEF Oman’s rep-
resentative added that, “Together, 
we are building a future that aligns 
with Oman Vision 2040, ensuring 
that children are at the heart of the 
nation’s development.”

On his turn, Hamad Al-Alawi, an 
8th-grade student at Abul Rahman 
bin Auf School in South Al Sharqi-
yah Governorate refl ected on the 
signifi cance of this year’s World 
Children’s Day theme, saying “This 
slogan deeply resonated with me, 
as it highlights the critical impor-
tance of hearing students’ perspec-
tives on issues that impact us and 
collaboratively discussing ways to 
address these concerns from our 
viewpoint”. -ONA

O M A N  V I S I O N  2 0 4 0

OMAN, BELGIUM TO STRENGTHEN BILATERAL 
COOPERATION IN KEY ECONOMIC SECTORS

MUSCAT : The Sultanate of Oman 
and the Kingdom of Belgium af-
fi rmed their intention to boost
bilateral cooperation in key eco-
nomic sectors including maritime
activities and cooperation between
ports, energy transformation and
green hydrogen production.

This was stated in a joint com-
munique issued on the occasion of 

His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin 
Tarik’s state visit to Belgium. It 
reads as follows:

“On December 2-4 2024, His 
Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik, 
Sultan of Oman undertook a State 
Visit to the Kingdom of Belgium 
at the invitation of His Majesty 
the King of the Belgians, marking 
a signifi cant milestone in the en-

during friendship and cooperation 
between the Sultanate of Oman 
and the Kingdom of Belgium. The 
visit highlights the strong and 
longstanding ties between the 
two nations, rooted in mutual re-
spect, shared values, and a com-
mitment to peace and prosperity, 
as affi  rmed during the offi  cial visit 
of Their Majesties the King and 
Queen to the Sultanate of Oman in 
February 2022.

The Sultanate of Oman and the 
Kingdom of Belgium underscore 
their intention to strengthen bi-
lateral cooperation across key 
economic sectors. Acknowledg-
ing the potential for growth, both 
countries continue exploration for 

opportunities for collaboration in 
fi elds such as maritime activities
and cooperation between ports, 
energy transition and green hydro-
gen, trade, and service industries, 
as well as life sciences, technologi-
cal innovation and aerospace.

The Sultanate of Oman and the
Kingdom of Belgium look forward
to enhancing bilateral cooperation 
on investments and the creation
of joint investment opportunities. 
Both countries are currently nego-
tiating with the intention to reach 
a mutually profi table extension of 
the Port of Duqm concession, to 
further anchor their economies
ties. They pledge to facilitate dia-
logue, promote investor-friendly 

policies and explore avenues for 
growth across the aforementioned 
key mutually benefi cial sectors.

In the spirit of advancing 
knowledge and innovation, the 
Sultanate of Oman and the King-
dom of Belgium are committed to 
deepening academic cooperation 
and fostering greater cultural ex-
change. Both nations recognise 
the value of collaborative research, 
mutually benefi cial exchange pro-
grammes and joint initiatives that 
will build stronger ties between 
their people.

The Sultanate of Oman and the 
Kingdom of Belgium reaffi  rmed 
their dedication to fostering peace 
and stability in the confl ict zones 

in the world. Recognising the criti-
cal importance of dialogue and di-
plomacy, both nations expressed a 
shared commitment to construc-
tive engagement in addressing re-
gional and international challenges.

The Sultanate of Oman and the
Kingdom of Belgium look forward 
to build upon this fruitful relation-
ship, united in their commitment to 
a peaceful, prosperous, sustainable 
and interconnected future for all.

The Sultanate of Oman wishes
to convey warm thanks to the 
Kingdom of Belgium for their 
matchless hospitality.

This statement serves as a tes-
tament to the strong partnership 
Oman and Belgium.” -ONA

The visit highlights the strong and

longstanding ties between the two nations

Amplifying children’s voices to address global challenges
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OMAN
Dhuhr........................................... 12:02pm

Asr .....................................................3:05pm

Maghrib........................................5:25pm

Isha...................................................6:40pm

Fajr (Tomorrow)..................... 5:15am

Oman, Belgium strengthen green hydrogen 

partnership with new landmark agreement

Times News Service

MUSCAT: As part of His Majesty 
Sultan Haitham bin Tarik’s state
visit to Belgium, the Sultanate of 
Oman and the Kingdom of Bel-
gium signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) to further
strengthen their collaboration in
green hydrogen. The MOU, signed
between Hydrogen Oman (Hy-
drom) and the Belgian Hydrogen
Council (BHC), sets the stage for
enhanced cooperation across the
hydrogen value chain, refl ecting 
the shared commitment of both
nations to advance the global hy-
drogen economy.

The signing ceremony brought
together business leaders, policy-
makers, and industry representa-
tives from both nations to under-
score joint eff orts to align policies,
promote knowledge exchange
and technological advancements,
as well as explore opportunities
across hydrogen production, in-
frastructure, transportation, and
utilisation. 

“This MoU represents a defi n-
ing moment in the partnership be-
tween the Sultanate of Oman and
the Kingdom of Belgium, advanc-
ing our shared ambition to shape
the future of the global hydrogen
economy,” said Salim bin Nasser
Al Aufi , Oman’s Minister of En-
ergy and Minerals and Chairman
of Hydrom. “Oman’s potential
capacity as a hub for green hydro-
gen production, combined with

Belgium’s role as a promising 
hydrogen-based industrial hub 
and strategic connection point to 
European markets, will strength-
en energy security and create a 
seamless hydrogen supply chain. 
Together, we aim to accelerate the 
world’s transition to clean energy 
by fostering innovation and build-
ing the infrastructure needed to 
connect producers and markets 
worldwide.”

The MoU builds on 46 years of 
strong bilateral relations between 
Oman and Belgium, underpinned 
by key milestones in the green 
energy sector. These include the 
signing in 2023 of a 47-year Pro-
ject Development Agreement 
between Hydrom and the Hyport 
Duqm project, an international 
alliance between Oman’s OQ Al-

ternative Energy and Belgium’s 
DEME, aimed at producing and 
exporting green hydrogen. This 
was further supported by the 
2023 declaration of intent be-
tween the Ministry of Energy 
and Minerals in the Sultanate of 
Oman and the Ministry of Energy 
in the Kingdom of Belgium to ad-
vance hydrogen certifi cation and 
trade frameworks.

Tom Hautekiet, Chairman of 
the Belgian Hydrogen Council, 
remarked, “This agreement rep-
resents a signifi cant step forward 
in strengthening our cooperation 
with Oman, a key partner in the 
global hydrogen supply chain. 
By leveraging Oman’s competi-
tive renewable energy resources 
and Belgium’s strategic position 
as a hydrogen hub for Europe, we 

are creating a powerful platform 
for innovation, investment, and 
growth in the hydrogen econo-
my. Together, we aim to build a 
sustainable energy future, un-
locking new opportunities for 
our industries, researchers, and 
policymakers.”

The fi rst joint milestone under 
the MoU will focus on key areas 
of collaboration including knowl-
edge sharing, technology devel-
opment, and infrastructure plan-
ning for hydrogen production, 
shipping, and terminal facilities. 
It will also expand on pathways 
to broader cooperation with other 
European countries as a part of 
the MoU promise to address legis-
lative challenges and explore new 
opportunities for research and 
development.

Under the visionary leadership 
of His Majesty Sultan Haitham 
bin Tarik, Oman continues to 
strengthen its position as a pio-
neer in hydrogen innovation. His 
Majesty’s engagement with busi-
ness leaders during the signing 
highlights the Sultanate’s com-
mitment to fostering internation-
al partnerships that drive sustain-
able development and advance 
technological progress. Hydrom’s 
role as the national orchestrator 
of Oman’s green hydrogen strat-
egy is central to this vision, ena-
bling transformative projects and 
infrastructural development that 
position the nation as the global 
hydrogen hub of tomorrow. 

H Y D R O M  A N D  B E L G I A N  H Y D R O G E N  C O U N C I L

BRUSSELS: His Majesty Sultan 
Haitham bin Tarik left the King-
dom of Belgium yesterday evening 
after a three-day state visit.

His Majesty was seen off  at 
Brussels Military Airport by Vice 
Admiral Jan De Beurme, Rep-
resentative of the King in the 
Kingdom of Belgium, Tinne Van 
der Straeten, Minister of Energy, 
some Belgian offi  cials and mem-
bers of the Omani embassy in 
Belgium.

Upon his departure, His Majes-
ty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik sent 
a cable of thanks to King Philippe 
Leopold Louis Marie, King of the 
Belgians and his spouse Queen 
Mathilde Marie Christine Ghis-
laine, Queen of the Belgians.

In the cable, His Majesty ex-
pressed his sincere apprecia-
tion for the warm welcome and 
hospitality.

His Majesty lauded the out-
comes of his meeting with the 
King, as it was an opportunity to 
discuss the friendship relations 
between the two countries and 
means of boosting them in various 
spheres to serve interests of the 

Omani and Belgian peoples.
His Majesty the Sultan wished 

the King and the Queen good 
health, well-being and success to 
achieve further aspirations of pro-
gress and prosperity for the Bel-
gian people.

During the visit, His Majesty 
the Sultan was accompanied by 
a high-ranking offi  cial delega-
tion that comprised HH Sayyid 
Shihab bin Tarik Al Said, Deputy 
Prime Minister for Defence Af-
fairs, Sayyid Khalid bin Hilal Al 

Busaidi, Minister of the Diwan of 
Royal Court, Gen. Sultan bin Mo-
hammed Al Nu’amani, Minister of 
the Royal Offi  ce, Sayyid Badr bin
Hamad Al Busaidi, Foreign Min-
ister, Dr. Hamad bin Said Al Aufi ,
Head of the Private Offi  ce, Abdus-
salam bin Mohammed Al Mur-
shidi, Chairman of Oman Invest-
ment Authority, Eng. Salim bin
Nassir Al Aufi , Minister of Energy 
and Minerals and Rua bint Issa Al
Zadjali, Ambassador of Oman to
Belgium. -ONA

HM the Sultan leaves Belgium

WALLONIA: His Majesty 
Sultan Haitham bin Tarik, ac-
companied by King Philippe 
Leopold Louis Marie, King of 
the Belgians and his spouse 
Queen Mathilde Marie Chris-
tine Ghislaine, Queen of the 
Belgians, yesterday visited 
Queen Elisabeth Music Chapel 
in the Wallonia region.

The Chapel is a prestigious 
international centre responsi-

ble for the artistic education of 
young musicians.

Upon the arrival of the mo-
torcade of His Majesty the 
Sultan and the King, they were 
received by the Governor of the 
Walloon Region and the Mayor 
of Namur city.

His Majesty was briefed on 
the Music Chapel and its roles 
in disseminating the artistic 
culture. Then, His Majesty lis-

tened to a number of musical
pieces that were played.

After that, a private lunch-
eon was held at the Queen Elis-
abeth Music Chapel in honour 
of His Majesty the Sultan and 
the accompanying delegation, 
in the presence of the King and 
Queen of the Belgians. After 
that, His Majesty the Sultan 
presented a musical instru-
ment as a gift for the center. -ONA

His Majesty visits Queen 
Elisabeth Music Chapel

P R E S T I G I O U S  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  C E N T R E
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His Majesty the Sultan visits 
Belgian Port of Antwerp

ANTWERP: His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik, accompanied
by King Phillippe Leopold Louis 
Marie, King of the Belgians, visited
the building of the Port of Antwerp
yesterday, as part of His Majesty’s
state visit to the Kingdom of Bel-
gium. Upon his arrival at the facil-
ity, His Majesty the Sultan was re-
ceived by the Governor and Mayor
of Antwerp, the CEO of the port 
and some Belgian offi  cials.

During the visit, His Majesty 
was briefed on the importance of 
the port, its strategic location and
future plans.

The meeting touched on areas
of cooperation in the sectors of re-
newable energy, green hydrogen
and liquefi ed natural gas transpor-
tation, as well as ways of consoli-
dating partnership in the ports and
logistics sector.

Then, His Majesty the Sultan 
and the King signed the Visitors 
Book.

After that, a photo was taken 
for His Majesty the Sultan, the 
King, the offi  cial delegation from 
both sides, and a number of offi  -
cials and CEOs.

At the end of the visit, the ad-
ministration of Antwerp Port 
presented His Majesty the Sultan 
with a commemorative gift. On 
his turn, His Majesty presented 
them with a ship model as a com-
memorative gift. -ONA

During the visit, His

Majesty was briefed 

on the importance 

of the port, its

strategic location

and future plans
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1. Closed warehouse with multi (Frozen, Chiller, Air condition
and Dry) temperature facility in the area of 7,760 sq mtrs
with 7 loading Bays.

2. Open Yard with small closed storage facility:
12,500 sq. mtrs Asphalted with large weigh bridge.

parking facility.

Interested Parties may contact: 00968 71772999

Total Area is 20,760 sq Mtrs

A State of Art Multi temperature closed VNA 
Rail guided racking warehouse facility including 

and WMS System in Muscat after Al Ansab area is 
readily available for lease on 2 PL or 3 PL options:

Large Logistics Warehouse 
and Open Yard Facility

available on Lease

Join the Dynamic
Gulf Leaders Circle (GLC) Team

Are you ready to take your career to the next level?
Gulf Leaders Circle (GLC), the premier brand for leadership insights, 
innovation and strategic collaboration, is hiring! As part of Muscat 
Media Group, Oman’s leading 360-degree news, entertainment and
events group, GLC delivers excellence through business conferences,
corporate awards, digital content, podcasts and more.

We are looking for passionate professionals to join our team in 
Muscat.

Be part of a visionary team driving leadership and innovation in the 
Gulf region. Work on exciting projects like leadership conferences, 

Apply Now
Email your CV to: id-omanjobs2025@gmail.com

mentioning the position you’re applying for in the subject line.

Current Openings:

Editor/Assistant 
Editor
Experience: 3-10 
years in business
journalism in
print/digital/TV.
j

Key Skills: 
Reporting, 
interviewing 
business leaders, 
editing,
coordinating with 
designers, 
conference
production &
moderation.

Preferred 

Degree in
Journalism or
Communication.

Manager/Senior 
Executive – Business
Experience: 2-10 years
in sales management
in digital media, event
sponsorships or print 
media

Key Skills: Strong 
ability to pitch,
negotiate and close
deals, communication 
& presentation skills,
and building &amp;
maintaining client 
relationships.

Preferred 
Degree

in business
management or sales
& marketing 
management

Digital Marketing 
Executive
Experience: 2-3
years in digital 
marketing

Key Skills: Content 
creation, social
media
management,
email marketing, 
analytics, basic
graphic design &
video editing skills, 

both Arabic & 
English

Preferred

Degree/diploma in 
digital marketing

MUSCAT GOVERNORATE
MUSCAT MUNICIAA PALITYPP

Advertisement No.( 41/2024

Muscat Municipality invites Companies specialized in the field and 
registered with General Secretariat of Tender Board, to participate 
and obtain tender documents from the website via the following link: 
(https//:etendering.tenderboard.gov.om) starting from the date of this 
announcement and until the end of deadline stipulated below:

1. Bidders shall submit their offers electronically.

2. Clarification and Support:

Website: www. mm.gov.om

(PRE-24-330)

(PRE-24-109) 
(Re-Call)

(PRE-24-264) 
(Re-Call)

22/12/2024

22/12/2024

12/12/2024

13/01/2025

13/01/2025

19/12/2024

Supply of Computers for Muscat Municipality 

Design and Construction of Balance Internal 
Roads in Bosher & Muttrah

Renewing IBM FILENET & CMS Licenses for 
Record and Document Management System

Tender Number Description of Tender Last date to 
collect the tender

Tender return
date

Media should focus on issues of 

common concern of GCC states

MUSCAT: Dr. Abdullah Nasser
Al Harrasi, Minister of Infor-
mation, received in his offi  ce on
Wednesday Sheikh Mubarak
Fahad Al Jaber Al Ahmad Al Sa-
bah, Director General of the GCC
Joint Programme Production In-
stitution (GCCJPPI), who is cur-
rently visiting Oman.

The meeting dealt with various
areas of cooperation in develop-
ing media programmes that high-
light issues of common concern
to GCC states.

The meeting was attended by 
Mohammed Said Al Balushi, Un-
dersecretary of the Ministry of 
Information, and other offi  cials
from the Ministry of Information.

During the visit, Sheikh
Mubarak Al Sabah toured Oman
News Agency (ONA), the News
Centre, the Digital Studios Com-
plex and the Directorate General

of Electronic Media.
Al Sabah listened to a briefi ng 

about news content provided by 
departments of the Ministry of 
Information.

He took note of the depart-
ments’ advanced technical appa-
ratus and programmes that keep 
pace with the requirements of 

modern media.
These include “Ayn” platform,

visual and audio materials that
have been produced over decades
by the Ministry of Information,
represented by Radio Sultan-
ate of Oman and Oman TV--and
their role in enhancing the media 
message. — ONA

M I N I S T E R  O F  I N F O R M A T I O N

Duqm 1 rocket 

launch delayed

due to adverse

weather

MUSCAT: The Ministry of 
Transport, Communications and 
Information Technology and the 
National Space Services Company 
(NASCOM) have postponed the 
launch of the experimental scien-
tifi c rocket ‘Duqm-1’ – scheduled 
for yesterday — due to unfavour-
able weather conditions.

Scientifi c rocket
The ministry and the company 
explained in a joint statement 
that the rocket will be launched 
when weather conditions im-
prove, given that the process of 
launching experimental scien-
tifi c rockets requires precise cal-
culations of weather conditions, 
including windspeed and its suit-
ability for the size and velocity 
of the rocket during the launch 
operation.

The statement affi  rmed that 
there would be no direct media 
coverage of the launch of Duqm-1 
rocket, since it is the fi rst experi-
mental launch.

The statement advised mem-
bers of the public to undertake 
precautionary measures during 
the target time, urging all fi sher-
men and seafarers to sailing or be 
in the area of rocket launch. — ONA

J O I N T  S T A T E M E N T
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Babar, Naseem return for South Africa Tests; Afridi left out
LAHORE: Fast bowler Shaheen
Shah Afridi has been left out of 
Pakistan’s squad for the two-Test
series in South Africa in December
and January.

Afridi, who was released from
Pakistan’s Test side after their
defeat in the fi rst Test against Eng-
land in October, remains part of 
the white-ball squads for the tour.
Babar Azam and Naseem Shah,
who were released alongside Af-
ridi after that fi rst Test, return to
the Test squad.

Afridi’s absence specifi cally 
from the Tests, though, appears to
signal a point in his career where
the red-ball format has become
less of a priority than it has before.

Since returning from a knee in-
jury he picked up during a Test in
Sri Lanka in July 2022, Afridi has
played just a handful of Tests, and
been ineff ective while doing so;
in six games, he has 17 wickets

at an average of 45.47.
His omission from these Tests 

makes it exceedingly unlikely he 
will win his place back for Paki-
stan’s home Test series against 
West Indies in January, follow-
ing which Pakistan have no Test 
matches at all till October 2025.

There’s also a return for seam-
er Mohammad Abbas, who last 
played Test cricket for Pakistan in 
2021. Abbas, whose metronomic 
accuracy and ability to seam the 
ball initially saw him come into the 

Pakistan side when they played 
their home Tests in the UAE, is the 
only fast bowler in the squad who 
was also in the side for Pakistan’s 
last Test tour to SA in 2018-19.

Pakistan play three T20Is and 
three ODIs between December 10 
and 22, and two Tests in Centu-
rion and Cape Town beginning on 
December 26 and January 7.
Pakistan squads for South Africa 
tour: Tests: Shan Masood (capt), 
Saud Shakeel (vice-capt), Aamir 
Jamal, Abdullah Shafi que, Babar 

Azam, Haseebullah (wk), Kam-
ran Ghulam, Khurram Shahzad,
Mir Hamza, Mohammad Abbas,
Mohammad Rizwan (wk), Na-
seem Shah, Noman Ali, Saim Ayub,
Salman Ali Agha.
ODIs: Rizwan (capt, wk),
Shafi que, Abrar Ahmed, Babar,
Haris Rauf, Kamran Ghulam, Mo-
hammad Hasnain, Muhammad Ir-
fan Khan, Naseem, Ayub, Salman
Ali, Shaheen Shah Afridi, Sufi yan
Muqeem, Tayyab Tahir, Usman
Khan (wk).

T20Is: Rizwan (capt, wk), Abrar, 
Babar, Rauf, Jahandad Khan, Ab-
bas, Hasnain, Irfan Khan, Omair 
Bin Yousuf, Ayub, Salman Ali, Af-
ridi, Muqeem, Usman Khan (wk).

Klaasen to lead SA
against Pakistan in T20Is
Meanwhile, in the absence of 
Aiden Markram, who is currently 
involved in the Test series against 
Sri Lanka, Heinrich Klaasen will 
lead South Africa in their home 
T20I series against Pakistan.

Apart from Markram, several
other all-format players - such as
Marco Jansen, Keshav Maharaj,
Kagiso Rabada and Tristan Stubbs
- will miss the Pakistan T20Is,
with the second Test against Sri
Lanka concluding on December 9. 

These players will, however, be
a part of the ODI series against Pa-
kistan. That apart, Anrich Nortje
and Tabraiz Shamsi have returned
to the T20I side for the fi rst time
since the T20 World Cup in June.
All-rounder George Linde has also
been named in the squad.
South Africa T20I squad:
Heinrich Klaasen (capt), Ottneil
Baartman, Matthew Breetzke,
Donovan Ferreira, Reeza Hen-
dricks, Patrick Kruger, George
Linde, Kwena Maphaka, David
Miller, Anrich Nortje, Nqaba Peter,
Ryan Rickelton, Tabraiz Shamsi,
Andile Simelane, Rassie van der
Dussen. - Agencies

P A K I S T A N  T O U R  O F  S O U T H  A F R I C A  

India retain Jr Asia Cup title

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Araijeet Singh Hundal
delivered a sensational perfor-
mance, scoring four goals to lead
India to a 5-3 victory over arch-
rivals Pakistan in a thrilling fi nal
of the Asian Hockey Federation
(AHF) Men’s Junior Asia Cup
2024 at the Hockey Oman Arena 
in Al Amerat on Wednesday.

This was India’s fi fth title in
the continental tournament, hav-
ing previously won the crown in

2004, 2008, 2015 and 2023.
In a repeat of last year’s fi nal that 

went in India’s favour by a slender 
2-1 margin in Salalah, India’s as-
serted their dominance as they led 
3-2 at the half-time.

The match began at a frenetic 
pace, with Pakistan taking an early 
lead in the 3rd minute through 
Hannan Shahid’s fi eld goal. 

However, Hundal equalised 

almost immediately in the 4th 
minute, converting India’s fi rst 
penalty corner to level the score. 
Both teams displayed aggres-
sive play, fi ghting fi ercely for 
possession.

India took control in the second 
quarter. Hundal struck again in the 
18th minute with another expertly 
converted penalty corner, giving 
India the lead.  Moments later, 

Dilraj Singh extended the advan-
tage with a fi eld goal, making it 3-1. 

Pakistan responded just before 
halftime, with Sufyan Khan reduc-
ing the defi cit by converting a pen-
alty corner in the fi nal seconds of 
the quarter.

The third quarter saw Pakistan 
mounting a comeback. Sufyan 
struck again in the 39th minute, 
scoring his second penalty corner 

to bring the match level at 3-3. 
Despite Pakistan’s momentum, 
India’s defence stood strong, pre-
venting further breakthroughs.

The fi nal quarter belonged to 
Hundal. In the 47th minute, he 
regained the lead for India with a 
brilliant defl ection, making it 4-3. 
He then completed his incredible 
performance in the 54th minute, 
converting another penalty cor-

ner to secure a decisive 5-3 victory 
for India.

In the end, Hundal’s clinical
fi nishing proved too much for
Pakistan. The victory showcased
India’s mental resilience, un-
der coach P R Sreejesh, as they 
overcame early pressure and a 
determined opponent to clinch
the title.

Hockey India celebrated the
Indian junior hockey team’s re-
markable victory on social media 
with posts highlighting the team’s
dominance, skill, and resilience. 

Their message on X (formerly 
Twitter) read, “Team India lifts the
Men’s Junior Asia Cup 2024 tro-
phy with an epic 5-3 triumph over
Pakistan! Another golden chapter
written!” They praised the team
for keeping the crown in India and
Araijeet Singh Hundal’s excep-
tional four-goal performance.

Earlier in the day, Japan secured
third place by defeating Malaysia 
2-1 in the bronze-medal match. In
the other classifi cation matches,
Bangladesh beat China 6-3 for fi fth
place while Thailand edged past
South Korea  3-2 in a shootout af-
ter the teams were locked in a 2-2
stalemate. 

Host Oman had secured ninth
place with a 3-2 shootout win over
Chinese Taipei on Tuesday after
they were tied 1-1.

Araijeet Singh 

Hundal’s four-goal 

masterclass secured 

holders a 5-3 win 

over Pakistan for 

their fi fth overall title

in the Men’s Junior 

Asia Cup at Hockey 

Oman Arena
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OMAN CRUDE PRICE RISES
Oman Crude (February Delivery 
2025) rose $1.49 to reach $73.35 per 
barrel,  said Dubai Mercantile Exchange
(DME).  Average price of Oman Crude
(December Delivery) has stabilised yy
at $74.82 per barrel, $1.33 per barrel
higher than November delivery. - ONA

MSM INDEX ENDS HIGHER
The MSX index closed at 4,577.64 points, 
up by 0.09% from previous close. The 
Sharia Index ended up by 0.93% at 425.66 
points. Majan Glass, up 50.00%, was the 
top gainer while, Sharqiyah Desalination, 
down 7.41%, was the top loser. >B2

OQBI sets final share offering 
price, completes bookbuilding

Times News Service

MUSCAT: OQ Base Industries
(SFZ) SAOG (under transforma-
tion), Oman’s only integrated pro-
ducer of methanol, ammonia, and
LPG products, announced that it
has successfully completed book-
building and has priced its IPO
shares at the fi nal Off er Price of 111
baisas per share. 

The fi nal Off er Price is set at
the top end of the price range of 
106 baisas to 111 baisas , refl ect-

ing strong  demand from local, re-
gional and institutional investors, 
including binding commitments 
from four anchor investors to sub-
scribe for an aggregate of 30% of 
the Off ering at the fi nal Off er Price, 
high quality investor participation 
and limited price sensitivity in the 
order book.

The anchor investors include 
Falcon Investments LLC, a subsid-
iary of Qatar Investment Author-
ity (QIA), the Kuwait-based Gulf 

Investment Corporation (GIC), 
the Saudi Omani Investment 
Company, a wholly owned entity 
of Saudi Arabia’s Public Invest-
ment Fund, and the Omani Social 
Protection Fund. The IPO raised a 
total of OMR188 million. 

Aggregate demand for the 
IPO was OMR387 million with 
OMR236 million from institution-
al investors under the Category I 
off er OMR95 million from retail 
investors under the Category II of-

fer. Anchors category raised over 
OMR56 million.

Khalid Khalfan Al Asmi, Chief 
Executive Offi  cer at OQBI, said: 
“We are pleased that investors 
have acknowledged the strength of 
our business and our clear strategy 
for growth. This strong endorse-
ment both in Oman and interna-
tionally reinforces us in the next 
stage of our journey, as a listed 
company on the MSX.”

Ali Al Lawati, Chairman at 

OQBI, added: “The successful 
completion of the bookbuilding 
process and the strong demand 
emphasise the confi dence inves-
tors have in OQBI’s strategic vi-
sion and growth potential. This 
milestone marks a signifi cant step 
forward in OQBI’s mission to drive 
sustainable growth in an evolving 
market. We are excited to embark 
on our journey as a publicly listed 
company, further committed to 
delivering excellence and innova-

tion in the industries we serve.”
The Company’s Category I and 

Category II off erings were sub-
scribed 4.2x and 1.3x, respectively, 
with limited order infl ation and 
signifi cant support and participa-
tion by a wide range of high quality 
local, regional and international, 
investors orders.

Oman-based Investors in the 
Category I off ering will be allocat-
ed 19.95% of their demand, with a 
discretionary allocation for inter-
national investors. Investors in the 
Category II off ering (small retail) 
will be allocated 100% of their de-
mand up to 30,000 shares and then 
29.269% of their demand above 
this level. Investors in Category II 
off ering (large retail) will be allo-
cated 72.817% of their demand.

A total of 1.69 billion ordinary 
shares, representing 49% of OQ-
BI’s issued share capital, were of-
feredto investors.

OQ (OQ) will retain the remain-
ing 51% of the Company’s share 
capital immediatelyfollowing 
completion of the IPO. 

Upon listing, OQBI is expected 
to have a market capitalisation of 
OMR384 million.

OQBI shares are expected to 
commence trading on the MSX on 
or around 15 December 2024 un-
der the symbol “OQBI” and ISIN 
OM0000009908. 

The fi nal Off er Price

is set at the top end

of the price range

of 106 baisas to 111 

baisas , refl ecting 

strong  demand

from local, regional

and institutional

investors

Sohar Port signs expansion pact with 

Allied Ondock Container Services

Times News Service

MUSCAT: SOHAR Port and Fre-
ezone is pleased to announce the 
inauguration of Allied Ondock 
Container Services, alongside the 
signing of an expansion agree-
ment valued at approximately 
$2.6 million.

The new container depot ini-
tially covers 3 hectares, with the 
contract for this development
signed in June 2023. Whilst the 
company inaugurated the fi rst 
plot, at the same time it has signed
a contract for an expansion of an 
additional 2 hectares. This de-
velopment aims to enhance op-
erational effi  ciency and capacity, 
meeting the rising demand for ad-
vanced container depot services 
in the region.

Allied Ondock, a subsidiary of 
the Singapore-based Allied Con-
tainer Group, aims to optimise 
logistics operations by off ering a 
range of services, including con-
tainer depot, repair, inspection, 
and washing/cleaning facilities. 
The additional plot will expand 
the company’s warehousing ca-
pacity. Allied Ondock will fa-
cilitate the transfer of containers 
from Hutchison Ports Sohar, un-
loading cargo in their warehouse 
before returning the empty con-
tainers for further dispatch.

This initiative addresses the

rising demand for container depot 
services in the region, supporting 
over 20 shipping lines that call 
weekly.

The collaboration strengthens 
SOHAR Port’s integrated logis-
tics capabilities, reinforcing its 
position as a leading global logis-
tics hub.

The inauguration of Allied On-
dock’s operations marks a trans-
formative step for Oman’s econo-
my,” said Emile Hoogsteden, Chief 
Executive Offi  cer of SOHAR Port.

“By enhancing our logistics 
capabilities, we are not only con-
necting businesses to global mar-
kets but positioning Oman as a 
key player in international trade. 
This partnership will drive eco-
nomic diversifi cation, strength-
en our role as a vital logistics hub, 
and ultimately benefi t the wider 

community, supporting Oman’s 
Vision 2040.”

This initiative complements 
SOHAR Port’s impressive growth, 
with container volumes increas-
ing by 21% in Q3 2024 compared 
to Q3 2023. This growth is further 
supported by the introduction of 
an innovative land-bridge solu-
tion that strengthens the port’s 
global logistics capabilities.

The integration of Allied Con-
tainers’ advanced technologies 
and expertise is expected to sig-
nifi cantly enhance SOHAR Port’s 
operational capacity, reduce turn-
around times, and elevate service 
excellence.

“This strategic partnership 
allows us to introduce our ad-
vanced container handling so-
lutions to a key logistics hub in 
the Middle East,” said Lim Kian 

Chin, Owner of Allied Ondock 
Container Services Group.

“By enhancing our services 
at SOHAR Port, we are not only 
contributing to its growth but also 
providing a competitive edge for 
its tenants. This superior service 
will empower shipping lines at 
SOHAR to optimize their opera-
tions and improve effi  ciency.”

By leveraging the strategic 
location of the port and the 
global network of Allied Ondock 
Group’s services, this agreement 
represents a signifi cant addition 
to our off erings, enhancing our 
position as a competitive and in-
tegrated logistics hub. Moreover, 
the presence of an expert service 
operator at SOHAR Port will 
strengthen its advantages and 
streamline container handling 
operations.

N E W  C O N T A I N E R  D E P O T

Omani trade team 
explores Saudi
experience in 
entrepreneurship
Times News Service

RIYADH: During the visit of the 
Omani trade delegation from the 
Oman Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry to the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia, the delegation familiarised 
itself with the Saudi experience in 
entrepreneurship through a series 
of fi eld visits. One notable visit was 
to the Abdul Mohsen Al-Hokair 
Group in Riyadh, where the del-
egation learned about the group’s 
entrepreneurial journey since its 
inception, as well as the key sec-
tors in which it operates.

The visit included extensive dis-
cussions on the investment oppor-
tunities available between the two 
countries in agriculture, industry, 
food security, and more.

Both sides also addressed eco-
nomic challenges and explored 
ways to overcome them to achieve 
their collective aspirations.

The Omani side presented the 
investment opportunities avail-
able in North Al Batinah Governo-
rate and discussed the operating 
factories in Sohar Port and the 
free zone, along with the incen-
tives off ered by the Sultanate of 
Oman to investors.

Engineer Said bin Ali Al-Abri, 
Chairman of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Oman Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry in North 
Al Batinah and head of the delega-
tion, stated that these visits hold 
signifi cant importance in enhanc-
ing mutual knowledge among 
businesspeople.

He added that the aim is to dis-
cuss ways to strengthen commer-
cial, investment, and industrial co-

operation, in addition to exploring 
available investment opportuni-
ties in the Kingdom.

Al-Abri noted that these visits 
contribute to building strong trade 
relations that benefi t all parties 
involved. There was a clear desire 
from both sides to establish joint 
business partnerships, refl ecting 
their commitment to increasing 
the volume of trade exchange be-
tween the two countries. He em-
phasized the importance of lever-
aging these meetings to open new 
avenues for cooperation and expe-
rience sharing, ultimately contrib-
uting to sustainable development.

The delegation also visited the 
General Secretariat of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) in 
Riyadh, where they were received 
by His Excellency Khalid bin Ali 
bin Salem Al-Sunaidi, Assistant 
Secretary-General for Economic 
and Development Aff airs.

The meeting reviewed the ef-
forts and activities of the GCC 
General Secretariat, discussed 
its objectives, and addressed the 
economic, commercial, and in-
vestment aspects among member 
states. The discussions included 
ways to enhance commercial and 
economic relationships among the 
member states.

The meeting also featured pres-
entations on the activities of 
various sectors in trade and eco-
nomics. Additionally, discussions 
took place between Omani busi-
nesspeople and representatives 
of the GCC General Secretariat 
regarding food security, real es-
tate, investment, and various eco-
nomic sectors.

O M A N  C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E  A N D  I N D U S T R Y

Volume of GCC-Jordanian investments 

estimated at about $62 billion in 2023
DEAD SEA: The sessions and
discussions of the fi rst GCC-Jor-
danian Investment Conference,
held on Wednesday at the Dead
Sea in Jordan.

The event focused on the im-
portance of enhancing opportu-
nities for investment partnership
and economic integration be-
tween GCC states and Jordan.

High-value industries
The meeting laid emphasis on
areas of information and commu-
nications technology and high-
value industries and services. It
also reviewed success stories and
promising investment opportuni-
ties on both sides.

Faisal Abdullah Al Rawas,
Chairman of Oman Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry (OCCI), 
Chairman of the GCC Federation 
of Chambers, said in a speech that 
the conference refl ects the two 
sides’ keenness on maintaining 
steady growth in economic rela-
tions, notably after the signing 
of economic partnership agree-
ments to liberalise the exchange 

of trade in goods and services.
Al Rawas pointed out that the 

volume of GCC-Jordanian invest-
ments was estimated at about $62 
billion in 2023. The investments 
covered the sectors of tourism, 
food security, education, health, 
industry and converting indus-
tries, he said.

Al Rawas added that com-
mercial exchange is estimated at 
about $9.7 billion, with the most 
important GCC exports fi gur-
ing in petroleum and mineral 
products.

He explained that Jordanian 
exports focus on pharmaceutical 
and food products. — ONA

C O N F E R E N C E
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MSM index 
ends higher

MUSCAT: The MSX index 
closed at 4,577.64 points, up by 
0.09% from previous close. The 
Sharia Index ended up by 0.93% 
at 425.66 points. Majan Glass, up 
50.00%, was the top gainer while, 
Sharqiyah Desalination, down 
7.41%, was the top loser. Shares 
of OQEP were the most active in 
terms of number of shares traded 
as well as in terms of turnover.

A total number of 750 trades 
were executed during the day’s 
trading session, generating turn-
over of OMR3.45 million, with 
more than 18.9 million shares 
changing hands. Out of 45 trad-
ed securities, 12 advanced, 17 
declined, and 16 remained un-
changed. At the session close, 
foreign investors were net sellers 
for OMR242,000 while GCC & 
Arab investors were net buyers 
for OMR197,000, followed by do-
mestic investors for OMR45,000 
worth of shares.

Financial Index closed at 
7,677.14 points, down 0.14%. 
Prices of Al Madina Investments, 
Al Madina Takaful, OMINVEST 

were up by 6.00%, 1.24%, 0.29% 
respectively. Prices of United Fi-
nance, Bank Nizwa, Oman Arab 
Bank were down by 1.72%, 1.03%, 
0.69% respectively.

Industrial Index closed at 
5,309.57 points, up 0.36%. Prices 
of Majan Glass, Al Maha Ce-
ramics, Oman Cables Industry, 
Voltamp Energy were up by 
50.00%, 9.38%, 1.89%, 1.28% re-
spectively. Prices of Raysut Ce-
ment, A’Saff a Foods, Galfar En-
gineering, Oman Cement were 
down by 2.73%, 2.09%, 1.06%, 
0.79% respectively.

Services Index was up by 0.01% 
before closing at 1,737.81 points. 
Prices of SMN Power Holding, 
Muscat Desalination, Oman 
Telecom, Renaissance Services 
were up by 3.82%, 3.03%, 1.19%, 
0.26% respectively.

Prices of Sharqiyah Desalina-
tion, Al Batinah Power, Oman 
National Engineering, Al Suwadi 
Power, National Gas were down 
by 7.41%, 2.99%, 1.68%, 1.49%, 
1.24% respectively.

— United Securities

Majan Glass, up 50.00%, was the top gainer 

while, Sharqiyah Desalination, down 7.41%, 

was the top loser at the end of the session

MUSCAT
STOCK
EXCHANGE

SHARE PRICE BULLETIN FOR WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4

REGULAR MARKET .....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
OM0000004768 ...........  MADINA TAKAFUL ......................................................................... 164,645............... 13,340 ............. 6 ............... 0.081 ........0.082 ..........0.081 ...........0.082 ............0.081 ........... 0.001 ............ 1.235............ 0.082 ............. 0.080 ............0.082............. 0.100 .......14,350,000
OM0000003026 ...........  OMAN TELECOM.............................................................................240,620............ 225,469 ...........46 ............... 0.930 ........0.942 ......... 0.930........... 0.935 ............0.924............0.011 ............ 1.190.............0.935 ..............0.935............0.936............. 0.100 ....701,250,000
OM0000001533............  OMINVEST............................................................................................ 76,054...............26,007........... 21 ............... 0.342 ........0.342 ..........0.341 ...........0.342 ............0.341........... 0.001 ............0.293 ........... 0.342 ..............0.341............0.342 ............ 0.100 ....228,580,976
OM0000003224 ...........  RENAISSANCE SERVICES ............................................................. 77,155...............29,334........... 18 ............... 0.380 ........0.387.......... 0.380 ........... 0.387 ............0.386........... 0.001 ............0.259 ............0.387 ............. 0.380............0.385............. 0.100 .......91,490,670
OM0000001483............  NATIONAL BANK OMAN ................................................................12,056................. 3,352 ............. 3 ............... 0.278 ........0.278.......... 0.278........... 0.278 ............0.278........... 0.000............0.000 ............0.278 ..............0.279 ............0.298............. 0.100 .... 452,013,087
OM0000001681 ............  OMAN  EMIRATES HO. ...................................................................103,813..................7,290............. 9 ............... 0.071 ........0.071.......... 0.070 ........... 0.071 ............0.071 ........... 0.000............0.000 ............0.071 ..............0.070 ............0.071 ............. 0.100 ..........8,653,125
OM0000002168 ............  AL ANWAR  CERAMIC ...................................................................... 19,910..................1,973 ..............5 ............... 0.100 ........0.100.......... 0.099 ........... 0.099 ............0.099........... 0.000............0.000 ............0.099 ..............0.099 ............0.108............. 0.100 .......21,780,000
OM0000002176 ............  JAZEERA STEEL PRODUCTS..........................................................1,000.....................298 ..............1 ............... 0.298 ........0.298 ......... 0.298...........0.298 ............0.298........... 0.000............0.000 ........... 0.298 ............. 0.286 ............0.294 ............ 0.100 ....... 37,219,592
OM0000002796 ...........  BANK MUSCAT .................................................................................665,900.............169,429 ........... 17 ............... 0.255 ........0.255.......... 0.253 ........... 0.255 ............0.255........... 0.000 ............0.000 ............0.253 ..............0.253 ............0.253............. 0.100 .. 1,914,131,251
OM0000003125 ............  GLOBAL FINANCIAL INVESTMENT HO. ............................ 530,531...............43,039 ...........22 ............... 0.082 ........0.082 ..........0.081 ...........0.082 ............0.082........... 0.000 ............0.000 ........... 0.082..............0.081 ............0.082............. 0.100 ...... 16,400,000
OM0000003398 ...........  SOHAR INTERNATIONAL BANK ...........................................1,381,747.............185,246 ...........39 ............... 0.134 ........ 0.135 ...........0.134........... 0.134 ............0.134 ........... 0.000 ............0.000 ............0.135.............. 0.135............0.135 ............. 0.100 .....886,711,000
OM0000003968 ...........  OOREDOO .............................................................................................. 32,800................. 8,036 ............. 2 ............... 0.245 ........0.245 ......... 0.245........... 0.245 ............0.245........... 0.000 ............0.000 ........... 0.245 ............. 0.245 ............0.245............. 0.100 .....159,481,336
OM0000004735 ...........  SEMBCORP SALALAH ..................................................................... 68,928................. 6,548 ............. 8 ............... 0.095 ........0.095.......... 0.095 ........... 0.095 ............0.095 ........... 0.000 ............0.000 ............0.095............. 0.094............0.095............. 0.100 ...... 90,684,335
OM0000009072 ...........  OQ GAS NETWORKS ...................................................................1,229,308.............163,403 ........... 59 ............... 0.133 ........0.134 ...........0.132 ........... 0.133 ............0.133 ........... 0.000 ............0.000 ............0.133 ..............0.133............0.134 ............. 0.100 .....575,972,981
OM0000008934 ...........  ABRAJ ENERGY SERVICES .......................................................... 72,495...............20,225 ........... 21 ...............0.280 ........0.280 ......... 0.278........... 0.278 ............0.279...........-0.001 .......... -0.358............0.278 ..............0.277............0.278............. 0.100 .....214,115,600
OM0000001749 ............  OMAN CEMENT ....................................................................................2,325.....................886 ............. 4 ............... 0.381 ........0.382 ......... 0.379........... 0.379 ............0.382.......... -0.003 .......... -0.785............0.379 ..............0.370............0.382............. 0.100 .....125,400,757
OM0000004933 ...........  AL SUWADI POWER .......................................................................R 325,265............... 21,477 ........... 21 ............... 0.066 ........0.067.......... 0.066 ........... 0.066 ............0.067 ...........-0.001 .......... -1.493............0.066..............0.066............0.070............. 0.100 ........47,150,818
OM0000001152 ............  OMAN NATIONAL ENGINEERING & INVESTMENT .........9,500.................. 1,112............. 3 ................0.117......... 0.117 ...........0.117 ........... 0.117 ............. 0.119 .......... -0.002 ...........-1.681............0.117 .............. 0.117 ............ 0.119............. 0.100 ....... 17,550,000
OM0000002374............  UNITED FINANCE ............................................................................ 10,000.....................570 ............. 2 ............... 0.057 ........0.057.......... 0.057 ........... 0.057 ............0.058...........-0.001 .......... -1.724 ............0.057 ..............0.057............0.057............. 0.100 ...... 20,299,256
OM0000002804 ...........  ASAFFA FOODS ...................................................................................20,000..................7,500 ............. 2 ............... 0.375 ........0.375 ...........0.375 ........... 0.375 ............0.383 .......... -0.008 .......... -2.089 ...........0.375 ..............0.375 ............0.383............. 0.100 ...... 45,000,000
OM0000004925 ...........  ALBATINAH POWER......................................................................R 546,619............... 35,669...........43 ............... 0.066 ........0.066 ......... 0.065 ........... 0.065 ............0.067 .......... -0.002 .......... -2.985............0.065 ..............0.065 ............0.068............. 0.100 .......43,867,683
Total ..................................21 ............................................................................................................. 5,590,671............ 970,200.........352 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

ISIN .......................................................SECURITY NAME ..........................................................................................................................VOLUME...................... TURNOVER ........... TRADES ..............OPEN PRICE ...........HIGH ...................LOW................ CLOSE PR. ...........PREV. CLOSE...........DIFF (RO) .................DIFF % ..................LAST PR .................LAST BID.......... LAST OFFER ...............PAR VALUE............. MARKET CAP

O M A N  S T O C K S

INDICES
Index  High Low Value Prev . Value Diff  Diff  %
MSX 30 INDEX  4,587.64 4,573.47 4,577.64 4,573.49 4.16 0.09
FINANCIAL INDEX  7,696.48 7,671.50 7,677.14 7,687.73 -10.60 -0.14
Industry Index  5,321.83 5,289.27 5,309.57 5,290.74 18.82 0.36
Services Index  1,743.67 1,736.85 1,737.81 1,737.65 0.16 0.01
MSX Shariah Index  425.66 423.51 425.66 421.72 3.94 0.93
MSX TR INDEX  6,419.93 6,400.09 6,405.93 6,400.12 5.81 0.09
FINANCIAL TR IDX  8,743.99 8,715.62 8,722.02 8,734.06 -12.04 -0.14
INDUSTRIAL TR IDX  6,140.13 6,102.56 6,125.98 6,104.26 21.72 0.36
SERVICES TR IDX  2,075.78 2,067.66 2,068.80 2,068.62 0.18 0.01
FIXED INCOME INDEX 1,067.21 1,067.21 1,067.21 1,067.21 0.00 0.00
Trading Summary
Volume ................ Turnover ..........Trades .............. Market Cap............. Up ............Down............. Equal .........Sec. Traded
18,903,918.................. 3,450,556 .....................750 ...............27,423,599,497 ................ 12 ......................17.................... 16 .........................45

OM0000005005 ...........  ALMAHA CERAMICS ...........................................................................3,625....................504............ 4 ................ 0.140 ........0.140...........0.132 ........... 0.140 ............0.128........... 0.012 ............. 9.375.............0.140.............0.132............0.140 .............. 0.100 ........ 7,700,000
OM0000001962............  AL MADINA INVESTMENT HOLDING..................................... 89,602................ 4,572 .............5 ................ 0.051 ........0.053...........0.051 ........... 0.053 ............0.050........... 0.003 .............6.000 ............0.053 .............0.045 ............0.051 .............. 0.100 ........4,505,000
OM0000004248 ...........  SMN POWER HOLDING ..............................................................1,823,983............639,677 .......... 71 ................ 0.346 ........0.355.......... 0.346 ........... 0.353 ............0.340............0.013 .............3.824 ............0.353 ............. 0.351 ............0.370.............. 0.100 ...... 70,471,367
OM0000007084 ...........  MUSCAT CITY DESALINATION ..................................................... 5,133....................343 .............5 ................ 0.067 ........0.068 ......... 0.066........... 0.068 ............0.066........... 0.002.............3.030 ........... 0.068 .............0.066 ............0.068.............. 0.100 ...... 10,577,427
OM0000001707............  OMAN CABLES INDUSTRY ............................................................20,904.............. 54,748 .......... 14 ................ 2.650 ........2.700.......... 2.600........... 2.700 ............2.650 ........... 0.050 ............. 1.887 .............2.700............ 2.600 ............2.710.............. 0.100 ...242,190,000
OM0000003661 ............  VOLTAMP ENERGY.................................................................................. 418.................... 164 ............ 3 ................ 0.390 ........0.395.......... 0.390........... 0.395 ............0.390........... 0.005 ............. 1.282.............0.395 ............ 0.390 ............0.395 .............. 0.100 ......32,154,086
OM0000001400 ...........  OMAN FLOUR MILLS ........................................................................ 15,291................ 6,845 .............5 ................ 0.448 ........0.448 ......... 0.440 ........... 0.448 ............0.448........... 0.000 .............0.000 ........... 0.440 ............ 0.440 ............0.448.............. 0.100 ..... 70,560,000
OM0000001772 ............  ALANWAR INVESTMENT ............................................................124,000................ 8,308.......... 14 ................ 0.067 ........0.067.......... 0.067........... 0.067 ............0.067........... 0.000 .............0.000 ............0.067 .............0.067............0.067.............. 0.100 ......14,216,060
OM0000005963 ...........  PHOENIX POWER................................................................................79,097................ 4,588 ............ 8 ................ 0.058 ........0.058.......... 0.058 ........... 0.058 ............0.058 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ............0.058 .............0.054............0.058.............. 0.100 ..... 84,830,885
OM0000008447 ...........  OMAN REIT FUND ............................................................................215,796...............15,106............ 6 ................ 0.070 ........0.070 ......... 0.070 ........... 0.070 ............0.070........... 0.000 .............0.000 ........... 0.070 .............0.070 ............0.000 ............. 0.100 ...... 35,604,191
OM0000003000 ...........  Al MAHA PETROLEUM PRODUCTS MARKETING......................G 100....................104.............1 ................ 1.043 ........1.043...........1.043 ........... 1.043 ............1.045 .......... -0.002 ........... -0.191............1.043 ............ 0.000............1.042 .............. 0.100 ......71,967,000
OM0000009759............  OQ EXPLORATION AND PRODUCTION .............................2,413,599........... 845,305........ 174 ................ 0.351 ........ 0.351.......... 0.350 ........... 0.350 ............0.351 ...........-0.001 ........... -0.285........... 0.350.............0.350............0.360 ............. 0.010 2,800,000,000
OM0000005260 ...........  OMAN ARAB BANK ............................................................................ 46,464.................6,738 ............ 8 ................ 0.146 ........0.146 ...........0.144 ........... 0.144 ............0.145 ...........-0.001 ........... -0.690............0.144 .............0.144............0.145 .............. 0.100 ...240,395,040
OM0000003141 ............  BARKA WATER AND POWER......................................................R 172,850..............54,454 ..........22 ................ 0.319 ........0.320 ..........0.311 ........... 0.312 ............0.315 .......... -0.003 ........... -0.952............0.312 .............0.312 ............0.312 .............. 0.100 ..... 49,920,000
OM0000004420...........  BANK NIZWA ......................................................................................A 152,228...............14,763.......... 12 ................ 0.097 ........0.097.......... 0.096 ........... 0.096 ............0.097...........-0.001 ........... -1.031 ............0.096.............0.096............0.097.............. 0.100 .... 214,747,491
OM0000003521............  GALFAR ENGINEERING & CONTRACTING .........................108,163.............. 10,164.............7 ................ 0.094 ........0.094 ......... 0.093........... 0.093 ............0.094...........-0.001 ........... -1.064 ............0.093 .............0.093 ............0.094 ............. 0.100 .......18,877,739
OM0000001160 ............  NATIONAL GAS .................................................................................104,500.................8,318.......... 15 ................ 0.081 ........0.081 .......... 0.079 ...........0.080 ............0.081...........-0.001 ........... -1.235........... 0.080 .............0.079 ............0.080 ............. 0.100 ........6,800,000
OM0000009569 ...........  JABAL REIF ......................................................................................7,829,900........... 798,646 ............ 4 ................ 0.100 ........0.102.......... 0.100........... 0.102 ............0.104 .......... -0.002 ........... -1.923 ............0.102............. 0.101 ............0.102 .............. 0.100 ...... 17,748,000
OM0000004669 ...........  SHARQIYAH DESALINATION......................................................... 4,000....................500 .............1 ................ 0.125 ........0.125 ...........0.125 ........... 0.125 ............0.135...........-0.010 ........... -7.407............0.125 ............ 0.000 ............0.135.............. 0.100 ......12,225,270
Total ..................................19 ........................................................................................................... 13,209,653........2,473,846 ........379 ..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Parallel Market .........................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Amouage inaugurates its latest 

fl agship store, ‘The Sillage’

MUSCAT: Amouage, the inde-
pendent Omani High Perfumery 
House, continues its internation-
al expansion with the inaugura-
tion of a fl agship destination that, 
with its blend of organic, surreal, 
and futuristic design elements, 
resembles an ultra-modern art 
space rather than a traditional 
brick-and-mortar shop. The fl ag-
ship store, named ‘The Sillage’ 
and envisioned by Amouage’s 
Chief Creative Offi  cer Renaud 
Salmon, permanently occupies 
a 140-year-old historical build-
ing located at Zhang Yuan W3, 
Lane 188, which was previously 
home to a temporary Amouage 
boutique.

Marco Parsiegla, CEO of Am-
ouage, commented: “Since 2022, 
while we have quickly rolled out 
our revolutionary boutique mod-
el on home turf, we are gradually 
expanding to key cities around 
the world with compatible sen-
sibilities. Following the tre-
mendous success of Amouage’s 
ephemeral space in Shanghai, 
this new fl agship destination, 
‘The Sillage’, marks our house’s 
most prominent move in China 
to date and announces a series of 
high-profi le international open-
ings for the months and years to 
come, unleashing creative en-
ergy like never before. More than 
ever, Amouage will stand for ex-
pansive artistic vision and fresh 
retail experiences, celebrating 
our continued pursuit to inspire 
and ignite the new generation of 
shoppers.”

A façade blending past 
and future
For the fi rst time in Amouage 
retail history, interior design ex-
tends to the exterior façade of the 
historical Zhang Yuan building, 
breaking free of physical bound-
aries. The outdoor black-and-
gold metal shell, accentuated by a 
striking lighting scheme, signals 
the highly evocative, maritime-
inspired design theme from afar. 
“There is an interesting contrast 
between, on one side, the histori-
cal importance of the building, 
the visual weight of its stones 
and concrete, and, on the other, 

the futuristic design, announced 
by the façade artwork and its fl u-
id movements. It creates an unfa-
miliar scene that simultaneously 
presents contrasting emotions 
and amplifi es Amouage’s sin-
gular worldview,” said Renaud 
Salmon.

In the wake of Sindbad 
the sailor
Beyond the façade’s arches, vis-
itors enter through a corridor 
where two majestic 3-metre-
high coral sculptures set the 
underwater scene, telling the 
story of a new facet of Oman 
and its tales through the legend 
of Sindbad, the world-famous 
sailor. Designed by Héroïne, 
the space immerses visitors 
in an underwater narrative. 
The ceiling features the hull 
of a dhow, a traditional Omani 
boat, spanning 6 meters, invit-
ing exploration of the boutique 
and its hidden treasures. Ad-
ditional architectural elements 
enhance this immersive expe-
rience, such as the monolithic 
white travertine central table, 
appearing frozen in coral, and 
the terrazzo floor, with gra-
dations evoking sandbanks. 
Translucent materials and 
caustic video projections on 
the glass windows contribute 
to the sci-fi underwater ambi-
ance, diffusing light throughout 
the historical building. Finally, 
the turquoise micro-perforat-
ed metal mesh shell creates a 
sculptural wave effect, enhanc-
ing the sense of lightness.

Perfume discovery to the
rhythm of rippling water
On the boutique walls, collections 
are glorifi ed in small groupings, 
resembling the techniques used 
to gather schools of fi sh. Two hori-
zontal lines around the perimeter 
present the fragrances, enhanced 
by an ingenious mechanical mer-
chandising system that mimics 
the perpetual motion of waves 
and tides. This boutique off ers an 
unparalleled opportunity to pre-
sent a dreamlike approach to cli-
ents through a unique storytelling 
format.

A space designed for
multiple uses 
The boutique can accommodate 
large groups of visitors, featuring 
long counters for fragrance presen-
tations and tailor-made experienc-
es. Guests can relax in Ghost glass 
chairs in the discovery lounge or 
participate in an interactive ritual 
at the product glorifi cation wall. 
A new hand massage service will 
soon be available to explore Am-
ouage’s luxury body range.

Located at Zhang Yuan W3, 
Lane 188, North Maoming Road, 
Jing’an District, Shanghai, the 
boutique is open daily from 10 am 
to 10 pm. It off ers the full range 
of Amouage Eaux de Parfum, Ex-
traits de Parfum, and Attars, with 
the newly introduced Essences 
collection arriving in the coming 
weeks. Visitors can also curate 
their own Gift of Kings travel 
spray coff rets, choosing from 
hundreds of fragrance and leather 
case combinations.

I N  T H E  H E A R T  O F  Z H A N G  Y U A N  L A N D M A R K  I N  S H A N G H A I

Oman’s fi sh production value tops OMR276mn

MUSCAT: The value of total fi sh
landed in the Sultanate of Oman
by the end of July 2024 reached
OMR276,614,000, comprising 
an increase by 6.2% compared to
the corresponding period in 2023
which stood at OMR260,573,000,
according to the data issued by the
National Centre for Statistics and
Information (NCSI).

Artisanal fi shing recorded a rise

by 15% by the end of July 2024 to 
reach 371,934 tonnes compared to 
323,297 tonnes during the corre-
sponding period in 2023.

Meanwhile, the quantity of fi sh 
landed through commercial fi sh-
ing reached 32,976 tonnes, while 
the quantity of fi sh landed through 
coastal fi shing reached 4,629 
tonnes.

— ONA

N C S I  D A T A
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Bangladesh script first win 
in West Indies since 2009

KINGSTON: Bangladesh marked 
a historic triumph in the Caribbe-
an, securing their fi rst Test victory 
in the West Indies in 15 years with 
a commanding 101-run win in Ja-
maica on Tuesday.

The victory helped them end 
the two-match series 1-1, show-
casing a spirited comeback 
after a heavy defeat in Antigua. It 
was a cathartic moment for the vis-
itors, who had endured fi ve consec-
utive Test losses earlier this year.

The triumph also etched a 
milestone for Bangladesh, who 

have now clinched three away Test 
wins in 2024, their highest tally in 
a single calendar year.

The win was engineered by left-
arm spinner Taijul Islam, who deliv-

ered a masterful spell in the fourth 
innings, taking 5 for 50 to bowl the 
West Indies out for 185. This marked 
Taijul’s 15th fi ve-wicket haul and his 
fi rst in the Caribbean.

Taskin Ahmed, Hasan Mahmud 
and Rana took the other fi ve wickets.

Rana took his maiden Test fi ve-
wicket haul in the second innings, 
helping bowl West Indies out for 146.

The match began ominously for 
Bangladesh as they were skittled 
out for 164 in the fi rst innings, with 
West Indies pacer Jayden Seales 
wreaking havoc, claiming 5 for 4 

in a fi ery spell. However, Bangla-
desh’s response in the second in-
nings was emphatic, led by debu-
tant Jaker Ali’s counterattacking 
91. His innings, studded with fi ve 
sixes and eight fours, shifted the 
momentum, especially during a 
thrilling fourth-morning session.

Jaker’s assault on the West 
Indies bowling was not without 
drama. After being struck on the 
helmet by Alzarri Joseph early in 
his innings, Jaker shook off  the 
blow to launch a remarkable coun-
terattack. He notched up his third 

consecutive fi fty in as many Tests, 
becoming only the second Bangla-
deshi to achieve this feat. His in-
nings, characterised by audacious 
strokeplay, propelled Bangladesh 
to a formidable lead of 211.

Defending the target, Taijul 
struck early, removing Mikyle 
Louis with a sharp turner that 
was smartly caught at short leg. 
The West Indies skipper Kraigg 
Brathwaite tried to anchor the in-
nings, countering with a stylish 
six over long-on and several crisp 
boundaries. However, Taijul dis-

missed him with a delivery that 
turned sharply, inducing an edge 
brilliantly caught at slip.

The rest of the West Indies bat-
ting faltered under the pressure 
of disciplined Bangladeshi bowl-
ing. Nahid Rana, who had earlier 
claimed a maiden fi ve-wicket haul 
in the fi rst innings, cleaned up the 
tail with a scorching yorker to end 
Shamar Joseph’s resistance and 
seal the win. Taskin Ahmed and 
Hasan Mahmud combined for fi ve 
wickets across the innings.

West Indies had their mo-

ments, with Tevin Hodge standing 
tall with a defi ant 50. His stylish 
strokeplay briefl y threatened to 
wrest control, but his dismissal to 
a delivery that kept low was the 
beginning of the end for the hosts.
Brief scores: Bangladesh 164 
(Shadman 64, Seales 4-5, Shamar 
3-49) and 268 (Jaker 91, Shad-
man 46, Mehidy 42, Roach 3-36) 
beat West Indies 146 (Carty 40, 
Brathwaite 39, Rana 5-61, Mah-
mud 2-19) and 185 (Hodge 55, 
Brathwaite 43, Taijul 5-50, Mah-
mud 2-20) by 101 runs. - Agencies

Jaker’s 91 helped the

visitors set a target

of 287 before Taijul

ran through West

Indies with a 

fi ve-for to fi nish the 

Test series 1-1

Man City manager Guardiola rejects rift rumours with De Bruyne
LONDON: Manchester City boss 
Pep Guardiola has dismissed talk 
of a rift with star midfi elder Kevin 
de Bruyne and says he is “desper-
ate” to have the Belgian back to his 
best.

De Bruyne has only started four 
Premier League games in another 
campaign blighted by injury.

However, he has featured for 
just 72 minutes across fi ve substi-
tute appearances since returning 
from an eight-week absence with 
an abdominal issue last month.

There was just 12 minutes left 
at Anfi eld on Sunday when Guar-
diola introduced De Bruyne into 
the 2-0 defeat by Liverpool.

De Bruyne still had the visitors’
best chance, when he was denied
by Caoimhin Kelleher.

In a discussion on Sky Sports
after the game, pundits Jamie
Carragher and Gary Neville both
questioned Guardiola’s use of De
Bruyne in a run of six defeats and
a draw in seven matches.

Carragher said: “Something is
going on with De Bruyne. Some-
thing isn’t right between those
two.”

Neville agreed and said Guar-
diola’s treatment of the playmaker
was “unusual, bizarre, strange”.

Guardiola did not mention the
pair directly but, before the Pre-

mier League encounter with Not-
tingham Forest, said there was no
issue with De Bruyne.

“People say I’ve got a problem

with Kevin,” he said. “Do you think 
I like to not play with Kevin? I 
don’t want Kevin to play? The guy 
who has the most talent in the fi nal 

third. I don’t want it? I have a per-
sonal problem with him after nine 
years together?

“He’s delivered to me the biggest 
success to this club. I’m desperate 
to have his best.

“But he’s been fi ve months in-
jured and two months injured. He’s 
33 years old. He needs time to fi nd 
his best.”

De Bruyne was out from August 
to the beginning of January last 
season after suff ering a recurrence 
of a hamstring issue that forced 
him to be replaced in the fi rst half 
of the 2023 Champions League fi -
nal victory over Inter Milan.

His contract expires next sum-

mer and De Bruyne has confi rmed
talks are yet to take place over an
extension, as he prioritises his re-
turn to fi tness.

“I’d love to have Kevin in his
prime, at 26 or 27,” said Guardiola.
“He would love it too.

“But he is not 26 or 27 anymore.
He had injuries in the past, impor-
tant and long ones, and he is a guy 
who needs to be physically fi t for
his space and energy.”

The City boss added: “It’s nor-
mal, it’s nature. He played a lot of 
games for 10 or 11 seasons. I know
he is desperate to help us, he gives
glimpses of brilliance that only he
can have.” - Agencies

P R E M I E R  L E A G U E

Rapinha hits double as
Barca end winless run

MALLORCA: Raphinha in-
spired Barcelona to a thumping 
5-1 victory at Mallorca as they 
ended a three-game winless run
on Tuesday.

The Brazil international found
the net twice at the Estadi Mal-
lorca Son Moix in the second half 
as Hansi Flick’s men moved four
points clear of Real Madrid at the
top of La Liga.

With the sides level at the
break, Raphinha’s crucial fi rst
goal came in the 56th minute
from the penalty spot after the
returning Lamine Yamal was
fouled in the box.

Teenager Yamal then found
his captain with a sublime cross
using the outside of his foot 18
minutes later, which Raphinha 
slotted in for his 11th league goal
of the season.

Second-half substitutes Fr-
enkie De Jong and Pau Victor 
put the gloss on the victory with 
two goals in fi ve minutes as 
Barcelona bounced back from 
Sunday’s defeat to Las Palmas in 
style.

With top scorer Robert Le-
wandowski on the bench, Flick’s 
decision to start Torres paid off  
after the former Manchester City 
forward gave the visitors a 12th-
minute lead following a terrible 
defensive mix-up.

The hosts pegged the La Liga 
leaders back on the stroke of 
half-time after Samu Costa freed 
Pablo Maff eo beyond Barcelona’s 
off side trap and the right-back 
slipped in Vedat Muriqi to level. 
Next up for Barcelona is a trip 
to Real Betis on Saturday, while 
Mallorca visit Celta Vigo. - Agencies

S P A N I S H  L A  L I G A

New boss Van Nistelrooy makes 
perfect start with Leicester City
LONDON: Jamie Vardy helped 
hand Ruud van Nistelrooy the 
perfect start as new Leicester City 
boss - and pushed Julen Lopetegui 
closer to the brink at West Ham 
with a 3-1 win on Tuesday.

Striker Vardy pounced after just 
98 seconds in Van Nistelrooy’s 
fi rst game in charge, before Bilal 
El Khannouss and Patson Daka 
struck to seal victory for the hosts.

The Foxes moved up to 15th in 
the Premier League, two points be-
hind the Hammers, but lived dan-
gerously and needed goalkeeper 
Mads Hermansen to frustrate the 
visitors with a string of fi ne saves.

Niclas Fullkrug nodded home 
a consolation for the visitors in 
stoppage time.

But the pressure will remain on 
boss Lopetegui as he struggles to 
fi nd a solution for success with the 
Hammers. Van Nistelrooy, who 
was appointed on Friday to replace 
Steve Cooper, has said he was not 
a romantic manager who will put 
style in front of results.

But the King Power Stadium 
will soon fall in love with the 
Dutchman if he continues to bring 
out the Foxes’ fi ghting spirit. They 
relied on a gritty display against 
the Hammers, but also owed much 
to the wastefulness of the visitors.

Danny Ings hit the post with a 
close-range header, Jarrod Bowen 
spurned several chances, while 
Leicester defender Conor Coady 
cleared off  the line from Crysencio 
Summerville.

After Vardy’s second-minute 
opener – although the Foxes need-
ed to wait over two minutes for 
the video assistant referee (VAR) 
to rule the striker onside after he 
raced on to El Khannouss’ ball - 
keeper Lukasz Fabianski denied 
the veteran forward again, before 
the Hammers took control.

After Ings hit the woodwork, 
Bowen was twice denied by the ex-
cellent Hermansen.

The Hammers thought they had 
levelled after the break when Her-
mansen punched the ball into his 

own net as he tried to deal with a 
hanging ball, but Tomas Soucek 
was ruled to have fouled the goal-
keeper in the build-up.

Almost immediately, Leicester 
broke and grabbed a crucial second 
in the 61st minute when Moroccan 
El Khannouss found the corner 
from Kasey McAteer’s pass for his 
fi rst league goal.

Fabianski’s fi ne save stopped 
Wilfred Ndidi from adding a third, 
before Coady kept out Summer-
ville’s bundled eff ort to keep his 
side in control.

Bobby de Cordova-Reid had an-
other late Foxes strike ruled out for 
off side by VAR, but Daka wrapped 
up a dream night for Van Nistel-
rooy when he broke away in the 
90th minute and rifl ed high into 
the net.

Fullkrug’s headed fi nish from 
Summerville’s corner was his fi rst 
Hammers goal, but mattered little 
to the outcome as his side slipped 
to a disappointing seventh defeat 
in 14 league games. - Agencies

P R E M I E R  L E A G U E

Holders Bayer Leverkusen knock out 10-man Bayern Munich

MUNICH: Nathan Tella was on 
target as German Cup holders Bay-
er Leverkusen booked their place 
in the quarter-fi nals after edging 
out rivals Bayern Munich 1-0 at 
Allianz Arena on Tuesday.

The hosts were reduced to 10 
men in the 17th minute when vet-
eran keeper Manuel Neuer was 
sent off  after he rushed out of his 
goal and collided with the on-rush-
ing Jeremie Frimpong.

Despite the advantage of the 
extra man, Bayer Leverkusen had 

to wait until the 69th minute to 
take the lead through former Burn-
ley and Southampton attacker 
Tella.

A sumptuous cross into the box 
from Alex Grimaldo was met fi rst 
time by Tella and and fl ew in be-
yond Bayern’s substitute keeper 
Daniel Peretz. Vincent Kompany’s 
side, who were without injured 
top scorer Harry Kane, had their 
chances, though.

Defender Dayot Upamecano 
came agonisingly close to level-

ling, but his header towards the far 
post drifted wide. Kingsley Coman 
rose highest to meet Joshua Kim-
mich’s corner, but could not direct 
his header on target, while Kim 
Min-jae also headed weakly wide 
on the stroke of half-time.

Xabi Alonso has still yet to lose 
in the German Cup after winning 
his eighth successive match in the 
competition as Bayer Leverkus-
en boss, while 20-time winners 
Bayern Munich have not won the 
trophy since 2020. - Agencies

G E R M A N  C U P
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MENOG 24 forum opens in Muscat

MUSCAT: The Middle East Net-
work Operators’ Group and Peer-
ing Forum (MENOG 24) opening 
ceremony took place yesterday,
at the Grand Millennium Hotel in
Muscat, Oman.

Hosted by AWASR, a leading 
Omani telecommunications pro-
vider specialising in high-speed 
fi bre-optic broadband services, 
the event brought together lead-
ing experts, policymakers, and 
stakeholders to discuss advance-
ments in Internet infrastructure, 
exchange insights, and foster col-
laboration across the Middle East.

Eng. Adnan Al Alawi, CEO of 
AWASR, stated: “We were hon-
oured to host the opening ceremo-
ny of MENOG 24 in Muscat. This 

event provides an important plat-
form for addressing the challenges 
and opportunities facing the inter-
net in the Middle East. By foster-
ing collaboration between experts, 
policymakers, and stakeholders, 
we can build a future-proof inter-
net that supports the region’s digi-
tal transformation journey.”

Eugen Comendant, CCO of 
AWASR, added: “AWASR is com-
mitted to driving digital innova-
tion in Oman and the broader 
Middle East. By hosting MENOG 

24, we aim to contribute to the de-
velopment of a robust and resilient 
internet ecosystem that empowers 
individuals and businesses alike.”

Organised by the RIPE NCC, the 
Regional Internet Registry (RIR) 
for Europe, the Middle East, and 
Central Asia, MENOG 24 serves 
as a vital platform to explore the 
latest developments in Internet 
technology and best practices.

The agenda includes sessions 
focused on IPv6 adoption, rout-
ing security, network innovation 

and measurements, and emerging 
challenges in the region’s Internet
landscape.

Oman has been very active in 
implementing digital transforma-
tion initiatives, notably through 
the National Programme for Digi-
tal Economy. This programme 
aims to cultivate a robust digital 
economy by establishing secure, 
advanced infrastructure that fa-
cilitates a digital government har-
monised with economic and social 
development plans, aligning with 
Oman Vision 2040.

The RIPE NCC’s active involve-
ment in the Middle East has been 
instrumental in advancing the 
adoption of critical technologies 
such as IPv6 and RPKI. By work-
ing closely with governments, 
network operators, regulators, and 
academic institutions, the RIPE 
NCC tailors its support to the 
unique needs of the region. This 
year, for example, RIPE NCC’s ef-
forts have been recognised at high-
profi le events, such as the Council 
of Arab Information and Commu-
nications Technology.

MENOG 24 features technical 
workshops, interactive panel dis-
cussions, and networking oppor-
tunities designed to empower par-
ticipants with actionable insights 

and technical expertise. The event
is open to network engineers, poli-
cymakers, academics, and anyone
interested in advancing Internet
technologies in the region.

As the Middle East continues to
embrace digital transformation, 
MENOG 24 is an essential gath-
ering for addressing challenges, 
sharing best practices, and build-
ing a future-proof Internet.

Founded in 2012, AWASR is a 
privately held Omani telecommu-
nications company specialising in 
high-speed fi bre-optic broadband 
services.

Committed to employing the
latest technologies, AWASR of-
fers a range of Internet plans with 
varying speeds and features, serv-
ing both residential and corporate 
sectors.

The company is headquartered
in Muscat, Oman.

The RIPE NCC is the Regional
Internet Registry (RIR) for Eu-
rope, the Middle East, and Central 
Asia. As such, we allocate and reg-
ister Internet number resources 
to Internet service providers and 
other organisations. We are a not-
for-profi t organisation that works 
to support the RIPE community 
and the development of the Inter-
net in general.

The event brought 

together leading 

experts and 

policymakers,

and to discuss

advancements 

in Internet

infrastructure,

exchange insights, 

and foster 

collaboration across 

the Middle East

SAI seminar focuses on importance of protecting public funds
MUSCAT: State Audit Institution 
(SAI) implemented an awareness 
seminar entitled “Protecting Pub-
lic Fund and Promoting Integrity... 
Institutional Roles and Commu-
nity Partnership” on Wednesday, 
December 4, 2024 in Nizwa, Al 
Dakhiliya Governorate.

The seminar was patronised 
by His Excellency Sheikh Hilal 
bin Said Al Hajri, Governor of Al-
Dakhiliya, in the presence of His 
Excellency Ahmed bin Salem Al 
Rujabi, SAI Deputy Chairman 
of Audit of Government Units, a 
number of honoured members of 
the State Council, Their Excellen-
cies members of the Shura Council 
and Walis, offi  cials of the units of 
the State’s administrative appara-
tus, CEOs of government-owned
companies in the Governorate,
and a number of SAI specialists.

The seminar opened with a 
speech by Yousif Al Naabi, Direc-
tor of Department for Financial &
Administrative Audit in Al-Dhak-
iliya & Al-Wusta Governorates.
In his address, he emphasised
that the seminar aligns with the
State Audit Institution’s commit-
ment to fostering institutional
partnerships.

These seminars aim to highlight 
the importance of protecting pub-
lic funds and promoting integrity, 
as outlined in the State Audit Insti-
tution Law issued by Royal Decree 
No. 111/2011, the Law on the Pro-
tection of Public Fund and Avoid-
ance of Confl ict of Interest issued 
by the Royal Decree No. 112/2011, 
and other related legislations.

He underscored the critical 
role of institutional partnerships 
in managing resources effi  ciently 
and eff ectively, enabling enti-
ties to fulfi ll their mandates and 

achieve their objectives with ex-
cellence. Furthermore, he stressed 
SAI’s dedication to raising public 
awareness of laws and procedures 
related to public funds and public 
offi  ce. Through its media and out-
reach eff orts, SAI aims to promote 
the values of integrity, combat cor-
ruption, and encourage collabo-
ration in protecting public funds, 
targeting all segments of society.

Following that, the seminar’s 
themes were presented by Shabeeb 
Al-Busaidi, Director General of Le-
gal Works at SAI, who reviewed the 

laws regulating SAI’s work.
He also explained the method-

ology followed by SAI in imple-
menting its objectives and respon-
sibilities, and the mechanism of 
auditing, as well as the procedures
followed when detecting observa-
tions and irregularities, referring 
to the reports issued by SAI, and
highlighting SAI main role in pro-
tecting public fund, promoting in-
tegrity and combating corruption.

Al-Busaidi also Pointed out the
measures taken by State Audit
Institution upon the Sultanate of 

Oman’s accession to the United 
Nations Convention against Cor-
ruption and the subsequent meas-
ures that contributed to highlight-
ing the Sultanate of Oman’s eff orts 
in various related fi elds.

Then, Dr. Mubarak Al-Rahbi, 
Director of Audit of Economic Af-
fairs Sector, reviewed the societal 
roles in protecting public fund as 
well as the channels provided by 
SAI to submit complaints and re-
ports, and the mechanism followed 
in examining them, in addition to 
reviewing the audit impact and the 

added value according to what was 
contained in the Community Brief 
of SAI’s work results included in 
its 2023 Annual Report.

The most prominent observa-
tions detected in the scope of au-
diting government tenders and 
auctions were also addressed.

The seminar concluded with an 
enriching panel discussion, with 
the participation of State Audit In-
stitution  specialists, during which 
the views of the attendees were 
heard and their inquiries were 
answered.

S T A T E  A U D I T  I N S T I T U T I O N

Zubair EDC Participates in 

Entrepreneurship Forum
MUSCAT: The Zubair Enterpris-
es Development Centre (Zubair 
EDC), a social initiative of The 
Zubair Corporation, recently par-
ticipated in the Entrepreneurship 
Forum hosted by the University of 
Technology and Applied Sciences 
(UTAS) in Shinas. Organised in 
collaboration with the Department 
of Small and Medium Enterprises 
Development in North Al Batinah 
Governorate, the three-day forum 
carried the theme  ‘Innovation for 
a Sustainable Future’ and featured 
various initiatives aimed at em-
powering entrepreneurs.

The event was inaugurated un-
der the patronage of His Excellen-
cy Sheikh Abdullah bin Salem bin 
Hamdan Al Hajri, Wali of Shinas, 
and attended by Dr. Ahmed bin Ab-
dullah Al Balushi, Assistant Presi-
dent of UTAS Shinas, alongside 
prominent offi  cials from multiple 
sectors.

The forum’s objectives included 
fostering awareness of entrepre-
neurship’s signifi cance, equipping 
participants with essential skills 
through workshops, and nurturing 
creativity, innovation, and a com-
petitive spirit among students. 
Zubair EDC’s participation un-
derscored its commitment to col-
laborating with educational insti-
tutions to develop the youth sector 
and inspire innovation, aligning 
with Oman Vision 2040’s goals of 
advancing entrepreneurship and 
youth development.

Hilal Al Siyabi, Head of Busi-
ness Services Support at The 
Zubair Corporation, remarked 
“Since its inception over a decade 

ago, Zubair EDC has consistently 
engaged with educational insti-
tutions across Oman, delivering 
workshops and off ering expert 
guidance to support student en-
trepreneurs and their innovative 
business ventures.”

Echoing this sentiment, Iman 
Al Rubaie, Lecturer at UTAS Shi-
nas, noted: “The partnership with 
Zubair EDC has enriched our En-
trepreneurship Forum, providing 
attendees with valuable insights 
and fostering collaboration be-
tween academia and the business 

sector. Initiatives like this play a 
pivotal role in empowering young 
minds to achieve their professional
aspirations.”

The forum also featured the En-
trepreneurs Exhibition,  showcas-
ing projects by business owners,
student entrepreneurs, artisans,
and home-based ventures, along 
with contributions from entities
supporting entrepreneurship.

The Zubair Enterprises De-
velopment Centre (Zubair EDC),
a growth initiative under The
Zubair Corporation, was estab-
lished in 2014.

The centre highlights the im-
portant role of enterprise develop-
ment in an increasingly diversifi ed
economy.

The centre provides and inspir-
ing, supportive, and professional
environment for young Omani
entrepreneurs and enterprises of 
all sizes to accelerate sustainable
businesses.

H O S T E D  B Y  U T A S

Make your journeys memorable 

with spacious Ford Expedition

MUSCAT: The Ford Expedition
is an ideal SUV for adventurers
combining spacious design with
innovative features to make every 
journey enjoyable. With seat-
ing for up to 8 passengers, this
SUV off ers generous room for
both people and cargo, making 
it perfect for weekend trips and
long drives. The unique sliding 
second-row seat provides easy 
access to the third row without
having to remove a child safety 
seat. Meanwhile, passengers in
the third row enjoy ample leg-
room and reclining seats, adding 
comfort to longer journeys.

The Ford Expedition is a pow-
erhouse when it comes to towing,
leading its class with impressive
capabilities. The Trailer Tow
Class IV system makes hauling 
eff ortless, whether it’s for a boat,
trailer, or additional cargo. Plus,

with an available power lift-gate,
loading and unloading gear is eas-
ier than ever.

At the heart of the Expedition
is a robust 3.5-litre EcoBoost® en-
gine, off ering up to 380 horsepow-
er and 637Nm of torque. Coupled
with a 10-speed automatic trans-
mission, the Expedition delivers
smooth, powerful performance
on highways or rugged trails—all
while maintaining best-in-class
fuel effi  ciency.

Ford has built the Expedition
with a focus on safety and ease of 
use. Features like Collision Avoid-
ance Detection and the Blind Spot
Information System add an extra 
layer of security, while the Con-
trol Trac with Electronic Limited
Slip Diff erential provides supe-
rior handling on rough terrain.

Inside, the Expedition is
equipped with cutting-edge tech-

nology. SYNC® 4 with a 12-inch 
LCD touchscreen keeps you con-
nected, while multiple USB ports, 
a 220-volt power outlet, and wire-
less charging ensure devices stay 
powered throughout the trip. 
With Tri-zone Electronic Tem-
perature Control and the Pano-
ramic Vista Roof, every passenger 
can enjoy customized comfort 
and spectacular views.

Those interested in experienc-
ing the Ford Expedition can visit 
their nearest Ford showroom.

In Oman, Ford vehicles are 
brought to you by Arabian Car 
Marketing Co. LLC. Please log on 
to www.fordoman.com, or www.
facebook.com/FordOman or 
www.youtube.com/FordOman-
Channel or www.instagram.com/
ford_oman for the latest news, 
test drive requests and the latest 
press releases.

S P A C I O U S  D E S I G N  W I T H  I N N O V A T I V E  F E A T U R E S
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Sohar International to be 
‘Official Bank Sponsor’ for 
Ironman 70.3 Muscat 2025

MUSCAT: Sohar International,
Oman’s best bank, continues to 
align with the nation’s evolv-
ing interests in sports and active 
lifestyles. In an exemplary dem-
onstration of its dedication to 
promoting sports tourism in the 
Sultanate, Sohar International 
has renewed its partnership with 
Middle East Global Events as the 
Offi  cial Bank Sponsor of the es-
teemed Experience Oman IRON-
MAN 70.3 Muscat 2025. 

This marks the third consecu-
tive year that Sohar International 
has played a pivotal role as the 
event’s offi  cial bank sponsor, re-
inforcing its commitment to com-
munity engagement and interna-
tional sporting excellence. 

The sponsorship agreement
was formalised during an offi  cial 
signing ceremony attended by Mr. 
Aziz Al Jahdhami, Chief Priority 

Banking Offi  cer at Sohar Inter-
national, and Mr. Mohammed Al
Obaidani, Chief Executive Offi  cer
of Middle East Global Events, the
prominent sports events organ-
iser for IRONMAN 70.3 Muscat
2025.

The event, set to take place on
8 February 2025, promises sig-
nifi cant participation and engage-
ment, further enhancing Oman’s
reputation as a premier sports
tourism destination.

Commenting on the partner-
ship, Mr. Aziz Al Jahdhami, Chief 
Priority Banking Offi  cer at So-
har International, stated, “As a 
forward-thinking institution, we
recognize that engaging with the
sports industry opens up a mul-
titude of opportunities that can
drive growth and unlock potential
across various sectors, includ-
ing tourism. This collaboration
underscores our commitment to
positioning Oman as a prominent
hub for sports-related initiatives,
capitalizing on the wealth of ca-
pabilities and resources available

within the country. Sohar Inter-
national is dedicated to playing a 
catalyst role in the development 
of the Omani economy, align-
ing with the nation’s vision for 
progress and prosperity. By sup-
porting impactful events such as 
IRONMAN 70.3 Muscat, we aim 
to inspire an active and healthy 
lifestyle while contributing to 
the broader economic and social 
landscape of Oman.”

Experience Oman IRONMAN 
70.3 Muscat 2025 will witness the 
participation of athletes from dif-
ferent experience levels, includ-
ing elite men and women triath-
letes. Participants are set to race 
against the clock on a route that 
includes swimming, road biking 
and running – for a total race dis-
tance of 70.3 miles, as the name of 
the event implies.

Speaking on the event, Mr. 
Mohammed Al Obaidani, Chief 
Executive Offi  cer of Middle East 
Global Events, remarked, “Sohar 
International’s continued sup-
port as the Offi  cial Bank Sponsor 

of Experience Oman IRONMAN 
70.3 Muscat 2025 represents a 
signifi cant milestone for both 
Oman and the wider Middle East 
sports and endurance commu-
nity. The event’s global appeal will 
further elevate Oman’s reputa-
tion as a premier destination for 
sports and travel, showcasing its 
capabilities on an international 
stage. Additionally, IRONMAN 
70.3 Muscat 2025 will provide a 
valuable platform for Oman’s tal-
ented endurance athletes to refi ne 
their skills and compete alongside 
some of the world’s top triath-
letes. We extend our sincere grati-
tude to Sohar International for its 
steadfast support, which plays a 
crucial role in advancing sports 
excellence and fostering growth 
in the region.”

Sohar International contin-
ues to lead the way, championing 
sports initiatives across Oman 
and embracing a wide range of 
sporting opportunities. The bank 
has consistently supported the 
growth of sports facilities, em-
powered local athletes to excel, 
and played a vital role in advanc-
ing the nation’s socio-economic 
aspirations.

With the vision to become a 
world-class Omani services com-
pany that helps customers, com-
munity and people to prosper 
and grow, Sohar International 
operates with a purpose to help 
people ‘win’ by delivering re-
sponsive banking for their ever-
changing world, complementing 
their growth and prosperity with 
international standard service 
delivery. The Bank seeks to re-
defi ne banking in Oman through 
transformational developments 
centred on the principles of More 
Velocity, making everything sim-
ple and fast; More Value, ensuring 
relevance and connectivity to cus-
tomers’ world; and More Vision, 
liberating stakeholders through 
talented leadership. www.so-
harinternational.com

This marks the 

third consecutive 

year that Sohar 

International has 

played a pivotal 

role as the event’s 

offi  cial bank

sponsor, reinforcing

its commitment 

to community

engagement and 

international

sporting excellence

Vodafone Oman 
unveils fi rst-of-its-
kind concept store
MUSCAT: Under the patronage 
of H.H. Sayyid Malik bin Shihab 
Al Said, Vodafone Oman offi  cial-
ly inaugurated a fi rst of its kind 
concept store in the Wilayat of 
Al Seeb. Designed to celebrate its 
partnership with Al Seeb Football 
Club as the ‘Offi  cial Sponsor’ of its 
fi rst football team, the new store 
off ers a unique retail experience 
that merges telecommunications 
services with a vibrant space in-
spired by the passion and legacy of 
‘The Emperor’ of Omani football.

The store pays homage to 
Al Seeb Football Club’s legacy 
through football-inspired décor, 
interactive displays, and a show-
case of team memorabilia, en-
suring customers can immerse 
themselves in the spirit of the 
club while enjoying Vodafone’s 
services and latest technologies. 
Commemorating the opening, the 
digital operator hosted a series of 
fun-fi lled, fan-centric activities, 
off ering guests a unique chance to 
meet and engage with the Al Seeb 
Football Club stars. 

“Our new store is a refl ection 
of Vodafone Oman’s dedication 
to bringing technology and com-
munity closer together,” said Eng. 
Bader Al Zidi, Vodafone Oman 
CEO. “This isn’t just about off er-
ing services—it’s about creating a 
space where customers can expe-

rience the best of Vodafone while
connecting with the passion and
pride that defi nes Al Seeb Football
Club.”

“This partnership with Voda-
fone Oman has allowed Al Seeb
Football Club to deepen our con-
nection with the community,” said
Youssef Al Wahaibi, Vice Chair-
man of the Board of Directors of 
Al Seeb Football Club. “The new
concept store is a testament to
the power of collaboration in cre-
ating something truly unique for
the community, and we’re excited
about how this store brings our
club closer to its supporters in in-
novative and meaningful ways.”

Today, Vodafone’s retail net-
work in Oman includes 75 Stores
and eStores – all of which are self-
service and digital spaces where
customers can complete tasks
such as obtaining their SIM, sub-
scribing to new packages, paying 
bills or managing plans – in ad-
dition to more than 4,000 sales
channels across Oman.

I N  A L  S E E B

Join us at the TOMI Awards

GALA
NIGHT
Time : 7pm - 10pm
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Bank Muscat opens its first 
branch in Al Jabal Al Akhdar

MUSCAT: Bank Muscat, the lead-
ing fi nancial services provider in
the Sultanate of Oman, inaugu-
rated its fi rst branch in the Wilayat
of Al Jabal Al Akhdar in Al Dakhili-
yah Governorate.

The opening of the new branch
came in line with the Bank’s strate-
gic initiative to expand its branch
network and enable customers to
benefi t from the banking services
and facilities off ered, wherever
they are. 

The new branch is designed to
elevate the banking experience by 
integrating modern safety, secu-

rity, and technological solutions. 
This inauguration underscores 
the Bank’s commitment to pro-
viding high-quality services in a 
comfortable environment, allow-
ing customers to process their 
transactions effi  ciently and se-
curely.

Al Jabal Al Akhdar branch will 
be an addition to the 20 branches 
already operating in Al Dakhili-
yah Governorate. Bank Muscat 
currently takes immense pride in 
its expansive network of branch-
es reaching a total of 186. Further-
more, the Bank owns more than 
900 ATMs, CDMs, and multi-use 
machines distributed across the 
Sultanate.

Strategically located amidst 
key commercial hubs, Al Jabal Al
Akhdar branch off ers a compre-
hensive range of banking services
tailored to meet diverse customer
needs, including a variety of per-
sonal, housing, and auto fi nancing 
options, as well as the ability to
request debit, credit, and prepaid
cards, and open accounts, benefi t
from safety deposit lockers, as well
as, fi nancial services via ATMs,
CDMs, including withdrawals,
check deposits and bill payments.
Besides, the branch caters to the
needs of people with disabilities,
off ering accessible facilities and
self-service banking devices. 

On this occasion, a number of 
customers in the Wilayat of Al
Jabal Al Akhdar commended this
step taken by the Bank, consider-
ing that the new branch will rep-
resent a vital addition to enhance
customer accessibility to banking 
services.

Ahmed Hamed Al Nabhani,
Municipal Council Member in Al
Jabal Al Akhdar, said: “The open-
ing of Al Jabal Al Akhdar branch is
regarded as a crucial step towards
improving banking services for the
community. Al Jabal Al Akhdar
has grown in prominence due to
its economic and commercial ac-

tivity and ability to attract invest-
ment, since the Wilayat is a popu-
lar tourist destination for visitors 
from all over the world duo to its 
unique tourist resorts and moder-
ate climate.”

On his part, Faisal Musabeh Al 
Saqri, a customer, said: “We ap-
preciate this initiative from Bank 
Muscat. This new branch will 
help customers save time and ef-
fort while enjoying the various 
banking services provided. Bank 
Muscat has a large network of 
branches that cater to the needs of 
customers across Oman. Al Jabal 
Al Akhdar is undergoing continual 

growth, with new tourist facilities 
being developed to keep up with its 
growing popularity year after year. 
The local community and visitors 
will now be able to benefi t from the 
fi nancing options and excellent 
service that will defi nitely be of-
fered by this new branch.”

Speaking on the inauguration, 
Abdulnasir N. Al Raisi, General
Manager, Personal Banking, Bank
Muscat, said: “We are pleased to 
celebrate the inauguration of the 
Bank’s fi rst branch in Al Jabal Al 
Akhdar. The Bank’s expansion 
strategy is a vital component of 
our commitment to enhancing 
customer accessibility to banking 
services and fi nancial inclusion.
The inauguration of Al Jabal Al 
Akhdar branch not only strength-
en our presence in a key tourist 
destination but also demonstrates 
our dedication to supporting lo-
cal communities and businesses. 
By providing tailored banking 
services, we aim to empower our
customers and foster economic 
growth in the area.”

Commenting on the importance 
of the new branch, Taya Eid Bait
Sabeea, Deputy General Manager
- Interior Regions, Bank Muscat, 
said: “The Willayat of Al Jabal Al 
Akhdar is considered a popular 
tourist destination throughout 
the year. Recently, it also garnered 

the attention of numerous inves-
tors from both public and private 
sectors. This increasing atten-
tion is expected to support many 
development projects to benefi t 
the local community. Bank Mus-
cat recognizes the need to provide
banking services and facilities 
that meet the needs of individual 
and institutional customers. The 
Bank is committed to developing 
its services and launching innova-
tive products to keep pace with the 
latest global trends in the sector. I
would like to take this opportunity 
to invite our valued customers to 
visit the new branch and benefi t
from the services off ered.”

Bank Muscat’s branches across
Oman off er specialised services
to facilitate customers’ needs, in-
cluding fi nancing products like
personal fi nance, “Baituna” hous-
ing fi nance, “Sayyarati” auto fi -
nance; cards services, and account
opening services among others.

The Bank is also working to
strengthen its leadership position
in electronic banking services and
facilities via digital channels, such
as mobile and Internet banking.
Customers are increasingly using 
these channels to conduct a va-
riety of transactions such as bill
payment, local and international
money transfers, and requests for
new products and services. 

The new branch

is designed to 

elevate the banking 

experience by 

integrating modern 

safety, security,

and technological

solutions

National Finance partners with 

Sheida Industries to boost Oman’s 

fi rst solar panel making project

MUSCAT: Demonstrating an 
unwavering commitment to ad-
vancing the nation’s sustainabil-
ity objectives, National Finance, 
the Sultanate of Oman’s leading 
fi nance company, extends crucial 
backing to Sheida Industries, play-
ing a pivotal role in supporting the 
country’s fi rst solar panel manu-
facturing initiative. The funding 
facilitates Sheida Industries in 
procuring raw materials essential 
for the production of solar panels. 
This move underscores National 
Finance’s dedication to fostering 
progress within Oman’s renewable 
energy sector, in alignment with 
the aspirations set forth in Oman 
Vision 2040 and the nation’s Net 
Zero 2050 ambitions.

As the nation’s pioneering solar 
panel manufacturer, Sheida In-
dustries — a 100% Omani-owned 
enterprise — proudly operates a 
cutting-edge manufacturing facil-
ity in the Sohar Industrial Area, 
spanning 11,250 square meters. 
Through its focused eff orts to 
drive the country’s transition to 
sustainable energy and reduce de-

pendency on fossil fuels, Sheida 
Industries is strategically posi-
tioned as a key contributor to the 
renewable energy sector. With the 
backing of National Finance in the 
form of essential working capital, 
the company is well-poised to ad-
vance the nation’s shift toward re-
newable energy adoption.

Commenting on the partner-
ship, Mr. Tariq Sulaiman Al Farsi, 
Chief Executive Offi  cer of Nation-
al Finance, stated, “At National 
Finance, we are deeply committed 
to actively participating in sus-
tainability initiatives, and fi rmly 
believe in the transformative 
power we hold to positively impact 

Oman’s sustainability journey. We 
take great pride in partnering with 
Sheida Industries as they lead the 
way in the nation’s renewable en-
ergy transition. Through our sup-
port, we aim to empower them to 
sustain the production of high-
quality solar panels, in alignment 
with the government’s vision for a 
cleaner, more sustainable energy 
future.”

Equipped with a sound strategy 
to accomplish Net Zero 2050, the 
Sultanate of Oman’s government 
has set an ambitious target of gen-
erating 30% of the country’s elec-
tricity from renewable sources by 
2030, supported by large-scale so-
lar initiatives such as the Manah I 
& II Solar IPPs (500 MW each) and 
the Ibri III Solar IPP (500 MW), 
among others. With the backing 
of National Finance, Sheida In-
dustries is well-positioned to meet 
the increasing demand for solar 
panels, a demand that is expected 
to grow substantially as these na-
tional projects advance.

F U N D I N G

Mitsubishi ASX empowers 
Omani female OTaxi driver
MUSCAT: An inspiring Omani 
female driver has chosen the 
Mitsubishi ASX as her trusted 
vehicle brand. As the fi rst female 
taxi driver to operate a Mitsubishi 
ASX, R A is distinguished by her 
pioneering spirit and exemplary 
choice of vehicle. She states, “The 
Mitsubishi ASX is my preferred 
model, known for its reliabil-
ity, ample legroom, high-perfor-
mance engine, fuel effi  ciency, and 
generous cargo space, making it 
ideal for my professional needs.”

The Mitsubishi ASX seamless-
ly combines CUV versatility, en-
hanced safety features, attractive 
styling, and exceptional value into 
one aff ordable package. Available 
from General Automotive Com-
pany (GAC), the offi  cial Mitsubi-
shi distributor in Oman.

Unmatched Versatility and 
Features make the Mitsubishi 
ASX a standout in the lineup, of-
fering class-leading features, a 
powerful yet fuel-effi  cient engine, 
a proven four-wheel-drive sys-
tem, and advanced technologies, 
all wrapped in a bold new design. 
This competitive and aff ordably 
priced vehicle is perfect for those 
seeking both style and perfor-

mance.
Sleek and Sporty Design the 

ASX showcases Mitsubishi’s Dy-
namic Shield design, featuring 
a new front bumper, hood, and 
fenders for a bold, rugged look. 
Sophisticated LED headlights, a 
redesigned rear bumper fascia, 
and T-shaped rear combination 
taillights enhance its sporty aes-
thetic, ensuring the ASX stands 
out from the crowd.

State-of-the-Art Interior and 
Technology Inside, the ASX is 
equipped with high-quality ma-
terials, a second-generation 8.0-
inch Smartphone-link Display 
Audio (SDA) unit, a rear-view 
camera, LED headlights with 
LED Daytime running lights, and 

an electronically controlled 4WD 
system. The 2.0L MiVEC DOHC 
four-cylinder engine delivers 148 
horsepower at 6,000 rpm and 
145 pound-feet of torque at 4,200 
rpm. Paired with Mitsubishi’s 
INVECS-III CVT, the ASX off ers 
a balanced combination of power 
output, fuel effi  ciency, and envi-
ronmental performance, along 
with enhanced acceleration and 
smooth-shifting feel.

For more information on the 
ASX, call 24500500, SMS/What-
sApp 93800925, or visit GAC’s 
Mitsubishi showrooms in Athai-
bah, Barka, Sohar, Nizwa, Ibri, Sur, 
Jalan Bani Buali and Salalah or 
follow ‘MitsubishiMotorsOman’ 
on instagram to learn more.

P R E F E R R E D  M O D E L

NBO empowers Omani youth with 2024 internship programme

MUSCAT: The National Bank
of Oman (NBO) has successfully 
completed its 2024 Internship
Programme; off ering more than
500 students the opportunity to
gain practical work experience
in a dynamic corporate environ-
ment.  This initiative aligns with
NBO’s commitment to unlock op-
portunities for Omani youth, while
contributing to their professional
growth and developing their future
workforce.

With signifi cant participation
from higher education students,
the program lasted for 1-3 months

and off ered participants the 
chance to apply classroom-gained 
knowledge in real-world situa-
tions while learning from experi-
enced professionals. 

Commenting on the pro-
gramme’s success, Ali Moosa Al 
Abri, General Manager & Chief 
Human Resources Offi  cer at NBO, 
said: “At NBO, we are committed to 
nurture and develop local skillsets 
and talents by providing valuable 
learning opportunities through 
our internship programme.  We 
also aim to empower younger 
Omanis with practical experience 

that complements their academic 
studies and equips them with the 
necessary skills they needed to 
thrive in the future job market. 
Our goal is to contribute to the 
growth of Oman’s economy by fos-
tering a highly skilled and capable 
workforce.”

This year’s programme empha-
sised inclusivity, with 75% of the 
interns being female. Interns were 
placed across the country, with 
53% of opportunities in Muscat 
and 47% in other governorates, 
ensuring that students from vari-
ous locations could benefi t. Over 

100 students received training 
at NBO’s Head Offi  ce, while oth-
ers gained experience at branches
throughout the Sultanate.

NBO’s Internship Program re-
fl ects its dedication to serve the
community and empowering Om-
ani youth. By nurturing the next
generation of leaders, the bank
plays a pivotal role in contributing 
to Oman’s vision for a sustainable
and diversifi ed economy. For more
information on NBO’s initiatives
and opportunities, please visit the
NBO website or contact the NBO
Call Centre at 24770000.

P R A C T I C A L  W O R K  E X P E R I E N C E
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