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December 29,  2022
5 Jumada al Thani 14444 AH

THURSDAY

HM RECEIVES THANKS CABLE FROM CHI
ROYAL OFFICE MINISTER
RECEIVES IRANIAN MINISTER 
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

NA
MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tariik 
received a cable of thanks from President Xi Jinping 
of the People’s Republic of China in reply to His 
Majesty’s congratulatory cable on the occasion off 
being re-elected as General Secretary of the Chinnese 
Communist Party. In the cable, President Xi Jinping 
expressed his sincere sentiments and best wishess 
of good health and success to his Majesty. He alsoo 
affi  rmed his keenness to develop the bilateral 
strategic partnership to serve the two countries 
and their peoples. -ONA

Gen. Sultan Mohammed Al
Nu’amani, Minister of the Royall
Offi  ce, received on Wednesday 
Dr. Hossein Amir Abdollahian,
Minister of Foreign Aff airs of thhe 
Islamic Republic of Iran. >A2

HM receives written message from President of Iran

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan 
Haitham bin Tarik received a writ-
ten message from President Dr. 
Ebrahim Raisi of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran.

The message deals with areas of 
cooperation between Oman and 
Iran in various fi elds. It was hand-
ed over to His Majesty the Sultan 
by Dr. Hossein Amir Abdollahian, 
Minister of Foreign Aff airs of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, when his 
Majesty gave him an audience at 
Al Barakah Palace on Wednesday.

The Minister conveyed greet-
ings of the Iranian President to His 
Majesty and the Omani people. On 
his turn, His Majesty the Sultan 
asked the Minister to convey his 
sincere sentiments to President 
Raisi and the people of Iran.

During the audience, areas of 
joint cooperation in various fi elds 
were reviewed. Viewpoints were 
also exchanged regarding regional 
and international developments. It 
was attended by Sayyid Badr Ham-
ad Al Busaidi, Foreign Minister and 
Ali Najafi , Ambassador of Iran to 
Oman, and the delegation accom-
panying the Iranian Minister. -ONA

H M  G I V E S  A U D I E N C E

Assigned by His Maj-
esty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik, 
Dr. Saud Hamoud Al Habsi, Min-
ister of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Water Resources, presided 
over a ceremony to award the 
winners of His Majesty’s Cup for 
Youth 2021.

Salalah Club was crowned 
champion, thus keeping the pre-
cious trophy in its repertory for 
the second year in a row.

Al Bashaer Club bagged silver 
and Seeb Club won bronze.

Basil Ahmed Al Rowas, Sports 
and Youth Undersecretary, said in 
a speech on the occasion that the 
annual competition celebrates 
the accomplishments of clubs 
and, rewards their eff orts in ena-
bling youth to practice various 
sports and cultural activities.

The contest, Al Rowas added, 
is a true interpretation of His 
Majesty the Sultan’s attention 
to youth. He pointed out that the 
competition’s goals include the 
motivation of clubs to initiate 

action for upgrading the level of 
activities of interest to youth and, 
thereby, become more capable of 
maximising their potential and 
meeting their aspirations.

The 2021 edition of the com-
petition saw the participation of 
31 clubs, which were: Al Shabab, 
Mussanah, Dhofar, Yanqul, Jaa-
lan, Seeb, Al Suwaiq, Al Nahda, 
Al Bashaer, Saham, Oman, Ma-
sirah, Quriyat, Salalah, Al Salam, 
Al Rustaq, Al Nasr, Bahla, Mus-
cat, Al Khabourah, Sohar, Ni-
zwa, Majees, Ibri, Ahli-Sidab, 
Al-Itifaq, Al Hamra, Al Wusta, Al 
Kamil W’al Wafi , Al Wahda and 
Bausher.-ONA

W I N N E R S  A N N O U N C E D

OMAN
SAF recruitment  
drive for citizens

1
Acting in coordination with 
the Ministry of Labour, the 
Command of the Sultan’s

Armed Forces (COSAF) on
Wednesday began implementing 
initial procedures to recruit
citizens. >A5

WORLD
India likely to resume
Covid test for visitors

2
Filling Air Suvidha forms
and having RT-PCR test
reports 72 hours prior to 

departure are likely to be made 
mandatory next week for all 
international passengers from 
specifi c countries. >A6

MARKET
Pact inked for Duqm 
petrochem project

3
OQ, SABIC and Kuwait 
Petroleum International 
have entered a pact

to develop a jointly owned 
petrochem complex in Duqm’s 
Sezad. >B1

T O P  T H R E E  I N S I D E  S T O R I E S
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MUSCAT

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Winners of the Mu-
nicipal Council elections said they 
will work hard to fulfi l His Majesty 
Sultan Haitham bin Tarik’s vision 

and dreams for the people of the 
Sultanate of Oman.

Abdullah Yahya Al Jabri, who 
won from the Wilayat of Sohar 
in North Al Batinah Governo-
rate, said: “We pledge to His 

Majesty the Sultan that we will 
work to achieve the goals of 
Oman Vision 2040.”

Time to meet expectations
Thanking the voters, he said, “I 
will work and live up to the ex-
pectations of the people of Oman 
and Sohar and serve our ancient 
wilayat.”

For the fi rst time, 696 candi-
dates, including 27 women, con-
tested the elections that took 
place through the “I vote” ap-
plication on smartphones, for 

126 seats distributed among 11 
municipal councils of 11 gover-
norates in the Sultanate, which 
includes 63 wilayats.

Saeed Ahmed Al-Shehri, the 
representative of the Wilayat of 
Salalah in Dhofar Governorate,
said: “Thank you for the votes.
Thanks to everyone who voted for
me, supported me, were beside
me and gave me confi dence.  It
is good to get elected for the mu-
nicipal council, and God will help
and support us to be successful in
our endeavour.” >A2

MUNICIPAL COUNCIL WINNERS 
VOW TO FULFIL HM’S VISION

Elected Municipal Council representatives 

promise to meet the expectations of people 

Abdullah Yahya Al Jabri

Saeed Ahmed Al-Shehri

Times News Service 

MUSCAT: The eff ects of the low 
pressure trough continued in a 
number of governorates of the 
Sultanate of Oman on Wednes-
day morning, and are expected to 
continue tomorrow as well, ac-
cording to latest weather maps 
and analyses of the National Cen-
tre for Early Warning of Multiple 
Hazards.

Most aff ected
The governorates of Musandam, 
North Al Batinah, South Al Bati-
nah, Al Buraimi, Al Dakhiliyah, 
Muscat, Al Dhahirah, North Al 
Sharqiyah and South Al Sharqi-
yah have been aff ected most by 
the depression. It is expected that 
these areas will witness sporadic 

rains with thunders and over-
fl owing of wadis.

The Civil Aviation Authority 
(CAA) tweeted that on December 
28 and 29 northwest winds will 
cause tidal waves on the coasts of 

Musandam Governorate and the 
coasts facing the Sea of Oman and 
the Arabian Sea.

The northwest winds will also 
cause a noticeable decrease in 
temperatures in most gover-

norates and dust in parts of the 
governorates of Al-Buraimi, Al-
Dhahirah, Al-Wusta and Dhofar.

‘Exercise caution’
The Civil Defence and Ambu-
lance Authority (CDAA) said 
that due to continued rains of 
varying intensity in Muscat 
Governorate, people should 
exercise caution and not risk 
venturing into valleys and wa-
ter bodies, and strictly adhere 
to warnings and instructions to 
preserve the safety of their lives 
and property.

The Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Water Resources 
issued a report on the distribution 
of rains over a number of states in 
the Sultanate between December 
26 and 28 (till 8 am). >A3

L O W  P R E S S U R E  T R O U G H

CDAA urges caution as rains continue

Salalah Club wins 
HM’s Cup for Youth
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HM gives audience to Iranian 
Minister of Foreign Affairs f

Royal Offi  ce Minister

meets Iranian Minister 

MUSCAT: Gen. Sultan Moham-
med Al Nu’amani, Minister of the
Royal Offi  ce, received on Wednes-
day Dr. Hossein Amir Abdollahian,
Minister of Foreign Aff airs of the
Islamic Republic of Iran.

The two sides touched on areas
of joint cooperation and means of 
enhancing them to serve the two 

countries’ interests. They also re-
viewed the march of relations be-
tween Oman and Iran.

The two ministers also dis-
cussed matters of mutual interest.

The meeting was attended by 
the Ambassador of Iran to Oman 
and the delegation accompanying 
the Iranian Minister. -ONA

J O I N T  C O O P E R A T I O N

Omani heritage, culture attract foreign tourists 

MUSCAT: Many tourist attrac-
tions, including traditional mar-
kets, castles, forts and archaeo-
logical sites are found in various
governorates of the Sultanate of 
Oman.

The arrival of foreign tourists,
which is called ‘winter tourism’,
begins in October and ends at the
end of April.

A number of tourists from dif-
ferent nationalities, including 
European, American and Asian,
have stressed the status of the Sul-
tanate of Oman as an important
tourism destination, noting that
the castles, forts, popular markets
and Omani customs have a diff er-
ent character from the rest of the
neighboring countries.

Muhannad Abed Rabbo of Jor-
dan said: “This is my fi rst visit to 
the Sultanate of Oman, where I 
visited many sites in the Governo-
rate of Muscat , in which I was at-
tracted that they combine ancient 
architecture with modernity.”

He added: “Through my visit to 
the Muttrah Market, which was 
developed and currently preserves 
its beautiful traditional building, 
tells the heritage of an ancient and 
contemporary country. Though 
I have visited many markets in 
the Arabian Gulf region, Muttrah 
Market has a diff erent character.  
Pointing out that what caught his 
attention in the market are Omani 
heritage, ornaments, and perfumes 
that are manufactured using lo-

cal Omani methods, stressing that
these traditional industries have
a special character, especially 
the Omani perfume, incense, and
frankincense industry that spreads
throughout the market.

Kevin from the United States of 
America said: “This is my second
visit to the Sultanate of Oman, and
what made me visit it is the calm
and safety that the Sultanate en-
joys, and the Omani hospitality 
has a great role in attracting the
attention of tourists from diff erent
countries of the world.”

He added: “My previous visit
was in 2017 to Al Dakhiliyah Gov-
ernorate, where I visited Al Jabal
Al Akhdar, which is characterized
by cold weather in the winter sea-

son and is distinguished by antiq-
uities, old houses and methods of 
building them. During my trip , I 
got acquainted with working on 
the terraces and how to irrigate 
them using the old traditional 
methods. I also visited Misfat 
al-Abriyyin in the Wilayat of Al-
Hamra, where I was drawn to the 
beautiful scenery and the mud 
buildings that are distinguished by 
a diff erent engineering system.”

For her part, Conley, a German 
national, confi rmed that this is 
her second visit to the Sultanate 
of Oman, and that it is a beautiful 
country that deserves to be visited 
many times, and respect and good 
treatment to visitors always make 
them feel safe and reassured.”

She pointed out that among the 
aspects that encourage tourists
to visit the Sultanate of Oman are
several components, like ancient
tourism and heritage diversity,
and the beautiful popular mar-
kets in the various governorates of 
the Sultanate of Oman, which are
unique compared to the rest of the
neighboring countries.

For his part, Sai Bavan from In-
dia indicated that this is his fi rst 
visit to the Sultanate of Oman,
as it is a beautiful and hospita-
ble country. I have visited many 
places in the Sultanate of Oman
including the Omani castles, forts
and customs which have a diff er-
ent character, and during my visit
to the Nizwa market the ancient

design attracted me.
The Nizwa traditional market

has a long history and it has shops
that were built in a beautiful way,
and Omanis work in them, especial-
ly the youth, explaining that these
stores off er many products, espe-
cially local ones such as traditional
daggers and swords, and Omani
sweets that have a special fl avor .

He added: “I have also visited
the Sharqiyah Sands, which is vis-
ited by a large number of tourists
due to the presence of camps that
tell about Bedouin life, and the
tourist adventures in the desert
have a beautiful and distinctive
character, which attracts many 
tourists to these beautiful golden
sands.” -ONA

‘ W I N T E R  T O U R I S M ”

Saud bin Saeed Al-Ma’awali, 
who will be representing the 
Wilayat of Wadi Al-Ma’awli in Al 
Batinah South Governorate, said: 
“Thanks to all the people of the 
wilayat, for their precious trust 
reposed in me. With the grace 
of God Almighty, I was crowned 
with success and chosen as a rep-

resentative of the wilayat for the 
third term 2023-2027. We ask 
God Almighty to grant strength to 
serve Oman and its leader.”

Al-Maawali stressed that he 
will work hard to justify his man-
date and transfer the requests of 
the people to the specialists re-
lated to municipal matters.

Nasr bin Yousef Al-Farisi, 
representing the Wilayat of Sa-
ham in North Al-Batinah Gov-
ernorate, also said: “I extend my 
greetings to all those who voted 
for me with sincere feelings of 
love and pride by giving me their 
confi dence in the elections for 
the municipal council for the 

session (2022-2027).
He also said: “Election Day was 

a historic day in the march of our 
beloved Oman. I extend my thanks 
to every voter who voted for me or 
others and expressed their aware-
ness, responsibility and duty to-
wards our dear country and our 
Sultan.”

M U N I C I P A L  P O L L S

 < FROM 
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Heavy rains reported in Al Dhahirah
DHANK/YANQUL: Heavy to
moderate rain fell yesterday in
Al Dhahirah Governorate leading 
to overfl ow of a number of wadis.
Heavy rains were also reported
in the Wilayat of Yanqul lead-
ing to overfl ow of wadis of Hail
Al Khanabsha and Beiha. Rains
also fell in the areas of Qamirah,

Balt, Aqaib, Al Masilah and Farn 
Saloum in the Wilayat of Dhank 
leading to the fl ow of some wadis. 
In this context, a meteorology 
specialist at the Civil Aviation Au-
thority said that rains are likely to 
continue to fall in northern gov-
ernorates of Oman, with varying 
degrees of intensity. -ONA

W E A T H E R

Elected candidates thank voters
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Muscat localities remain the wettest
The three wilayats in Muscat 

Governorate recorded the highest 
rainfall in the Sultanate. 

Highest rainfall
The state of Muttrah received 
the highest rainfall at 154 mil-
limetres, followed by the state 

of Muscat with 113 mm, and Al-
Seeb at 80 mm. Dibba, Barka, 
Bausher and Khasab recorded 
58mm, 49mm, 35mm and 31mm, 
respectively.

On the other hand, the states 
of Al-Khaboura, Dhank, Ibri and 
Samail recorded the least amount 

of rainfall at 2 mm, while the state 
of Nizwa in the Governorate of Al-
Dakhiliyah recorded just 1mm.

Low pressure trough
The Sultanate witnessed this spell 
of rains due to low pressure trough 
from Sunday, 25 December in most 

of the governorates that led  to 
overfl owing valleys and wadis and 
suspension of classes on Tuesday 
and Wednesday in all schools of 
the Sultanate. 

Work in some government 
and private units too remained 
suspended.

W E A T H E R

Insurance sector

in Oman clocks 

a growth of 13%
MUSCAT: The insurance sector
in the Sultanate of Oman record-
ed a 13 per cent rise in the total 
direct premiums written to stand
at OMR133 million during the 
third quarter of 2022 compared 
to OMR118 million during the 
corresponding period in 2021, ac-
cording to the latest data issued
by the Capital Market Authority 
(CMA).

National companies grabbed
the largest share of direct pre-
miums written to stand at 83 per
cent, which constitutes OMR111
million compared to OMR99.4
million during the corresponding 
period in 2021.

Direct premiums written
reached OMR431 million till the
end of September 2022.

The third period of 2021 and
2022 recorded variations in in-
dicators. A rise was recorded in
liability insurance premiums by 
19 per cent, car insurance pre-
miums (third party) by 21.1 per
cent and engineering insurance 
premiums by 41 per cent to reach
OMR6.7 million.

Meanwhile, premiums de-
clined for transport insur-
ance and properties insurance 
by 16 per cent and 11 per cent,
respectively.

With regard to distribution of 
direct premiums of insurance

products, it was noted that health 
insurance tops the insurance 
products by 36 per cent of the 
market share followed by proper-
ties insurance and motor insur-
ance (third party) by 14 per cent 
and 11 per cent, respectively.

Net gross direct premiums, 
which are the premiums retained 
by insurance companies after de-
duction of reinsurance, increased 
by 14 per cent during the third 
quarter of 2022 compared to the 
corresponding period in 2021.

This is attributed to the in-
crease in gross premiums on 
most categories of insurance as 
life (group) insurance rose by 53 
per cent to reach OMR4.8 mil-
lion. Motor insurance (third par-
ty) also went up by 23 per cent to 
reach OMR13.3 million.

During the third quarter of 
2022, net commissions de-
creased by 185 per cent. Earned 
premiums, net compensations 
and administrative and general 
expenses also declined by 26 per 
cent, 28 per cent, 14.7 per cent 
respectively.

The number of employees 
in national and foreign insur-
ance companies during the third 
quarter of 2022 reached 2,167, 
of whom 1,813 are Omanis. This 
brings the Omanisation rate to 84 
per cent. -ONA

C M A  D A T A
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OMAN’S WINTER 
BECKONS TOURISTS

OMAN’S winter tourism season 
is currently underway, and as visi-
tors come to the country to escape 
the harsh weather back home, ho-
tels in the country are operating 
at high occupancy levels. An in-
creasing number of visitors from 
colder parts of the world looking 
to escape the harsh winter and 
celebrate the festive season come 
to Oman.  Those who come from 
the colder countries look forward 
to the pleasant weather. For them 
this is summer-like weather and 
hence very pleasant. With tem-
peratures plummeting further 
here, tourists who visit the Sul-
tanate to enjoy the weather at this 
time of the year are in for a very 
pleasant stay.

Jabal Shams recently recorded 
the lowest temperature in the Sul-
tanate of Oman. Jabal Shams sta-
tion in Al Dakhiliyah Governorate 
recorded - 0.4 degrees Celsius, fol-
lowed by Saiq station in South Al 
Sharqiyah Governorate with 6.6 
degrees Celsius and Al Mazyona 
station in Dhofar Governorate 
with 10.6 degrees Celsius.

Located in Wilayat Al Hamra, 

Al Dhakilya region, Jabal Shams 
is the highest peak in Oman and 
is located at about 3000 feet above 
the sea level and is a part of the Al 
Hajar Mountains range.

The trip to Jabal Shams starts 
with a route  which overlooks the 
scattered villages and farms un-
derneath. Sometimes in winter, 
the mountain is covered with a 
beautiful veil of snow making it a 
great place to enjoy the chillness.  
A trip to Jabal Shams requires 
a four wheel drive. Take the Ni-
zwa road from the Al Sahwa 
roundabout, then take the road to 
Wilayat Al Hamra and from there 
turn left to Wadi Al Goul where 
you will see the mountain route. 
There are signs that will guide 
you all along the way.

YOUR HEALTH IS YOUR BEST INVESTMENT.
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Delegation from Saudi National Guard visits NDC
MUSCAT: A delegation from the
Ministry of National Guard of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA),
headed by Maj. Gen Ghazi Sanat Al
Otaibi, on Wednesday visited the
National Defence College (NDC).

Upon the arrival of the guests
at the headquarters of the NDC at
Bait Al Falaj Garrison, they were
greeted by Rear Admiral Ali Ab-
dullah Al Shidi, Commandant of 
the NDC.

During the meeting, the two
sides discussed several matters of 
mutual interest.

Members of the visiting delega-
tion were briefed on the college’s
facilities and equipment, as well

as its various departments and 
halls designed according to the 
latest specifi cations and equipped 
with the best educational systems, 
training aids and multi-purpose 
electronic network systems.

The meeting was attended by 
Brigadier Nasser Rashid Al Kalba-
ni, Deputy Commandant of the 
NDC and Dr. Salim Said Al Kindi, 
Academic Representative of Sul-
tan Qaboos University (SQU) at 
the NDC.

Strategic and Defence 
Studies Academy Chairman 
Maj. Gen Hamid Ahmed Sakroon, 
Chairman of the Academy for 

Strategic and Defence Studies, re-
ceived in his offi  ce at Bait Al Falaj 
Garrison on Wednesday a delega-
tion of the Ministry of National 
Guard of the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia (KSA).

The visiting delegation is head-
ed by Maj. Gen Ghazi Sanat Al 
Otaibi. The two sides discussed 
several matters of mutual interest.

Members of the visiting del-
egation were briefed on the acad-
emy’s facilities and equipment, as 
well as its academic and training 
systems that are set according to 
the latest specifi cations required 
for the academy to carry out its 
national duties. — ONA

N A T I O N A L  D E F E N C E  C O L L E G E

Labour Ministry, Sultan’s Armed 

Forces begin to recruit citizens

MUSCAT: Acting in coordina-
tion with the Ministry of La-
bour, the Command of the Sul-
tan’s Armed Forces (COSAF) 
on Wednesday began imple-
menting initial procedures to 
recruit citizens who meet the 
general conditions for recruit-

ment and employment.
Prior to the fi nal stage of ad-

mission, the applicants undergo 
various stages of assessment in 
accordance with SAF recruit-
ment procedures.

To achieve speedy implemen-
tation of procedures, the COSAF 

put in place all expertise, special-
ized human resources, adminis-
trative and health requirements, 
and transportation in a manner 
that provides an appropriate en-
vironment for citizens to join the 
military service and play their 
part of national duty. - ONA

S A F  R E C R U I T M E N T  P R O C E D U R E S
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India likely to make RT-PCR tests 
must for travellers from 5 countries

NEW DELHI : Filling Air Suvidha 
forms and having RT-PCR test re-
ports 72 hours prior to departure
are likely to be made mandatory 
next week for all international pas-
sengers from China, Japan, South
Korea, Hong Kong, Bangkok, and
Singapore, said Union Health
Ministry sources on Wednesday.

Further, according to sources
in the Union Health ministry, the
next 40 days will be crucial as In-
dia may see a surge in Covid cases
in mid-January. The sources fur-
ther added that the assessment

was made after analysing the pre-
vious trends of the Covid surge in
the country.

Amid the explosion in Covid
cases in some countries, the opera-
tional readiness of healthcare fa-
cilities is under review in all states
and Union Territories in anticipa-

tion of another wave.
Two passengers from Dubai

tested positive for Covid at the
Chennai airport on Wednesday.

“Two passengers, who arrived
from Dubai, tested positive at the
Chennai airport today. Both of hail
from the Alangudi district of Ta-

mil Nadu’s Pudukkottai. Their test 
samples have been sent to the State 
Public Health Laboratory,” read a 
statement issued by the Tamil Nadu 
Health department on Wednesday.

At least 39 international fl iers 
tested positive for Covid between 
December 24 and 26. Taking due 

cognisance of the global surge in 
cases, including China, the Centre 
had directed random testing of in-
ternational passengers.

“Passengers of as many as 
498 international fl ights were 
screened in the last three days -- 
December 24, 25 and 26. A total 

of 1,780 swab samples were col-
lected for Covid tests. The cumula-
tive number of samples collected 
(from international fl iers), so far, is 
3,994. The cumulative number of 
samples testing positive for Covid 
is 39 and of samples sent for whole 
genome sequencing is 39,” a source 
told ANI on Tuesday.

In light of the Covid surge in 
several countries, hospitals across 
the country on Tuesday conducted 
mock drills to assess their pan-
demic preparedness. The same 
was done in compliance with a di-
rective issued by the Centre.

Union Health Minister Man-
sukh Mandaviya personally over-
saw one such mock dirll at Delhi’s 
Safdarjung Hospital.

“To make sure that there is no 
Covid surge in the country, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi has 
asked us to be careful. The gov-
ernment is also making necessary 
preparations in anticipation of a 
rise in Covid infections. Today, 
mock drills are being conducted 
across Covid hospitals in the coun-
try to make sure people receive 
proper treatment in the eent of a 
rise in cases,” Mandaviya told re-
porters at Safdarjung Hospital on 
Tuesday. ANI

Amid the explosion

in Covid cases in

some countries, 

the operational 

readiness of 

healthcare facilities 

is under review

UN Security Council urges Taliban to 
reverse restrictions against women
KABUL: The UN Security 
Council (UNSC) on Tuesday de-
nounced the state of women’s
rights in Afghanistan under the
Taliban.

On Saturday, the hardline Is-
lamist rulers banned women from
working in non-governmental or-
ganizations. The move came only 
days after the Taliban had stopped
women from attending universities.

What has the UN said about
women’s rights?
The 15-member Security Council
said the current situation “repre-
sents an increasing erosion for the
respect of human rights and fun-
damental freedoms” and called
“for the full, equal, and meaning-
ful participation of women and
girls in Afghanistan” in a press
statement.

The UNSC urged the Taliban
“to reopen schools and swiftly re-
verse these policies and practices.”

“These restrictions contradict
the commitments made by the
Taliban to the Afghan people as
well as the expectations of the
international community,” the
UNSC statement said.

Due to their inability to manage
their programs without female
staff , a number of international

aid organizations declared on 
Sunday that they were ceasing 
their activities in Afghanistan.

This leaves millions of Afghans 
dependent on the humanitar-
ian eff orts of those organizations 
helpless.

On Tuesday, Volker Turk, 
the United Nations High Com-
missioner for Human Rights, 
issued a dire warning about the 
“terrible” eff ects such policies 
would have.

“No country can develop — in-
deed survive — socially and eco-

nomically with half its population 
excluded,” his statement said.

UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres also took to Twitter on 
Tuesday and asked for the revoca-
tion of the “unjustifi able human 
rights violations” saying these pol-
icies cause “major setbacks to the 
potential of the Afghan people.”

The situation for women
in Afghanistan
When the Taliban seized power in 
August last year, they promised a 
more moderate system that would 

protect the rights of minorities 
and women, but have since enact-
ed their rigid version of Islamic 
law, known as Sharia.

Afghan high school girls have 
not returned to the classroom. 
This rule was later extended to 
those in middle school.

The Taliban has also forced 
women out of numerous govern-
ment jobs, prohibited them from 
traveling without a male relative, 
ordered them to wear a burqa out-
side of the home, and barred them 
from parks. DW

C U R B S

Italian PM Meloni 
pledges support 
to Ukraine in its 
future rebuilding 
ROME: Italian Prime Minister 
Giorgia Meloni on Tuesday reaf-
fi rmed the Italian government’s 
“full support” for Ukraine in the 
political, military, economic, and
humanitarian fi elds as the ongo-
ing war in Ukraine has caused 
widespread devastation, Al Ja-
zeera reported.

Meloni extended support to the 
war-stricken country following 
a phone call with Zelenskyy and 
pledged support for Kyiv and reit-
erated its commitment to achiev-
ing a “just peace” for Ukraine. 
“[Prime Minister] Meloni renewed 
the Italian government’s full sup-
port for Kyiv in the political, mili-
tary, economic and humanitarian 
fi elds, to repair energy infrastruc-
ture and [to work] for the future 
reconstruction of Ukraine,” Al Ja-
zeera reported citing the offi  cial 
statement.

Following the call, Zelenskyy 
thanked Meloni via social media 
for her “solidarity and comprehen-
sive support” and said Italy was 
considering providing Kyiv with 
air defense systems.

“Thanked @GiorgiaMeloni for 
solidarity and comprehensive 
support for. Commended govern-
ment’s allocation of additional 
EUR10 million in aid. Mrs. Meloni 
informed that the issue of provid-
ing air defense systems to protect 

skies is being considered. We dis-
cussed #PeaceFormula,” Zelen-
skyy tweeted.

Earlier on Monday, in a tele-
phone conversation with Ukrain-
ian President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Monday exchanged views 
about the ongoing confl ict in 
Ukraine. PM Modi strongly reit-
erated his call for an immediate 
cessation of hostilities, saying that 
both sides should revert to dia-
logue and diplomacy to fi nd a last-
ing solution to their diff erences, 
read Prime Minister’s Offi  ce press 
release.

He also conveyed India’s sup-
port for any peace eff orts and 
assured India’s commitment to 
continue providing humanitarian 
assistance for the aff ected civilian 
population, added the release.

Zelenskyy, in a phone call to 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on Monday, sought India’s help in 
the implementation of a peace for-
mula with Russia.

“I had a phone call with PM 
Modi & wished a successful G20 
presidency. It was on this platform 
that I announced the peace formu-
la and now I count on India’s par-
ticipation in its implementation. I 
also thanked for humanitarian aid 
and support in the UN,” tweeted 
the Ukrainian President. ANI

P L E D G E  O F  S U P P O R T

WASHINGTON: Former US
President Donald Trump’s tax re-
turns will be released on Friday,
a spokesperson for the House of 
Representatives Ways and Means
Committee said on Tuesday.

The Democratic-controlled
committee obtained the returns
last month after the US Supreme
Court ruled in favor of the com-
mittee culminating a yearslong 
fi ght between Trump and the

Democrats amid a lengthy court
battle. Trump was the fi rst presi-
dential candidate in decades who
did not make his tax returns public
during either of his campaigns in
2016 and 2020. Last week, talk-
ing about the release of the docu-
ments, Representative Richard
Neal, the panel chairman, said:
“This is about the presidency, not
the president.”

The former Republican presi-

dent’s partially redacted tax re-
turns from the years 2015 to 2021
are expected to be among the docu-
ments to be made public on Friday.

The House committee is under
a time crunch as new the newly 
shaped Congress, with Republi-
cans in control of the House, be-
gins on January 3. According to
a committee report released last
week, the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice (IRS) broke its own laws by 

failing to audit Trump for three
of his four years in offi  ce. The tax
fi gures released by a congressional
panel last week showed Trump de-
clared a loss from his many busi-
ness holdings in 2020 and paid no
income tax. Trump reacted to the
development on his social media 
network recently saying: “You
can’t learn much from tax returns,
but it is illegal to release them if 
they are not yours!” DW

T A X  R E T U R N S

Pope Francis asks to pray for ‘very sick’ former Pope Benedict

ROME: Pontiff  Francis on
Wednesday asked to pray for “very 
sick” 95-year-old former Pope Ben-
edict, reported CNN.

“I want to ask you all for a 
special prayer for Pope Emeri-
tus Benedict who sustains the
Church in his silence. He is very 
sick,” Pope Francis said during his
general audience at the Vatican
on Wednesday. “We ask the Lord
to console and sustain him in this
witness of love for the Church to
the very end,” added Pope Francis.

In 2013, Pope Benedict XVI
shocked the world by making the
almost unprecedented decision
to resign from his position, citing 
“advanced age.”

Benedict’s announcement
marked the fi rst time a pope had

stepped down in nearly 600 years, 
reported CNN. The last pope to 
resign before his death was Greg-
ory XII, who in 1415 quit ending 
a civil war within the Catholic 
Church in which more than one 
man claimed to be pope.

In 2020, the Vatican said Ben-

edict had suff ered from a “painful 
but not serious condition,” follow-
ing reports in German media that 
he was ill, reported CNN.

Two years earlier, in a rare public 
letter published in the Italian news-
paper Corriere della Sera, Benedict 
wrote that “in the slow waning of 

my physical forces, inwardly I am
on a pilgrimage toward Home.”

Benedict’s legacy has been
clouded by recent scrutiny of his
time as Archbishop of Munich and
Freising, between 1977 and 1982,
after a Church-commissioned re-
port into abuse by Catholic clergy,
there was published in January,
reported CNN. The report found
that he had been informed of four
cases of sexual abuse involving 
minors - including two during his
time in Munich - but failed to act
and that he had attended a meet-
ing about an abusive priest.

Benedict later pushed back
against those allegations, admit-
ting he had attended the meeting 
but denying he intentionally con-
cealed his presence. ANI

P R A Y E R S  F O R  T H E  P O P E
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North Korea sets new 
goals to boost military

PYONGYANG: North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un announced 
new goals for the country’s mili-
tary in the coming year at a party 
meeting, state media reported 
Wednesday.

It comes amid rising tensions in 
the Korean peninsula.

Kim “set forth new key goals 
for bolstering up the self-reliant 
defence capability to be pushed 
ahead with in 2023,” the offi  cial 
Korean Central News Agency 
said, without providing further 
details.

The North Korean leader’s as-
sessment at the plenary meeting 
of the ruling Workers’ Party is be-
lieved to allude to more provoca-
tive weapons testing and further 
aggravation of tensions with rival 
neighbor South Korea.

What is the current
situation?
On Monday, fi ve North Ko-
rean drones crossed the border 
prompting Seoul to scramble 
fi ghter jets and attack helicopters.

The drones fl ew above various 
South Korean cities, including 
Seoul, in the fi rst such intrusion 
in fi ve years.

Kim addressed the “newly cre-
ated challenging situation” on 

the Korean peninsula and set the
direction for the “anti-enemy 
struggle” and goals for reinforc-
ing defense power and defending 
national interests, the report said.

Pyongyang has performed a 

record number of missile tests
this year. 

This also included interconti-
nental ballistic missiles, which it
is prohibited from testing under
UN sanctions.

It follows the fi ve-year plan laid
out at a Workers’ Party congress
in early 2021 dedicated to de-
veloping “top priority” strategic
weapons.

A new intercontinental ballistic
missile, hypersonic gliding fl ight
warheads, nuclear-powered sub-
marines, and a reconnaissance
satellite were all on the list.

How has South 
Korea reacted?
South Korean President Yoon
Suk-yeol said on Wednesday that
North Korea is not a source of fear
because of its nuclear weapons,
and its provocations must be met
with retaliation, Yonhap news
agency reported.

The president’s statements
came on the same day the de-

fense ministry announced that it 
is planning to spend 560 billion 
won ($441.26 million; €414.56 
million) over the next fi ve years 
to strengthen its defense against 
drones from North Korea.

The plan was outlined in South 
Korea’s 2023–27 midterm de-
fense blueprint.

President Yoon strongly criti-
cized the military’s handling of 
the recent incursion on Tuesday.

Military offi  cials apologized for 
their actions and claimed that the 
drones were too small for them to 
shoot down.

The Defense Ministry set aside 
funds for four initiatives that will 
improve counter-drone capabili-
ties, including an aerial laser to 
eliminate drones and a jammer to 
disable smaller devices.

It also seeks to procure more 
stealth jets in addition to bal-
listic missile submarines. It also 
attempts to hasten the develop-
ment of artillery rocket intercep-
tor systems. DW
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US House bans 

TikTok on all House 

managed devices 

over ‘security risks’

WASHINGTON: The US House
of Representatives Committee on
House Administration on Tuesday 
announced a ban on TikTok from
all House-managed mobile devic-
es, CBS News reported.

Citing “number of security 
risks,” US House staff ers have been
banned from downloading TikTok
on House devices and must delete
the app from any mobile device
onto which it is currently down-
loaded, according to a memo from
House Chief Administrative Of-
fi cer Catherine Szpindor.

With this move, the US House
joins the list of a number of gov-
ernment entities that have im-
posed the ban on the Chinese-
owned social media app. Earlier
in December, the Senate approved
a measure that will ban all federal
employees from downloading or
using the application on govern-
ment devices.

Several states of the United
States, including Texas, Georgia,
Maryland, South Dakota, South
Carolina and Nebraska, have
banned TikTok from government
devices. The US military also
banned its members from using 
the app on government devices.

TikTok has faced growing con-

cerns over national security due to 
Chinese parent company ByteD-
ance, as per the CBS News report. 
US offi  cials have repeatedly said 
that the Chinese government 
could ask the company to share the 
data it gathers on its users.

Earlier in November, Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 
Director Christopher Wray said 
that they have national security 
concerns, including the possi-
bility that the Chinese govern-
ment could use it to control data 
collection.

“We do have national security 
concerns,” CBS News quoted FBI 
Director Christopher Wray said.

“They include the possibil-
ity that the Chinese government 
could use it to control data collec-
tion on millions of users,” Christo-
pher Wray added.

The previous Trump admin-
istration had warned that they 
will ban the app completely un-
less it was sold to an American 
company over potential security 
and privacy threats, according to 
CBS News. However, the deci-
sion to ban the app was reversed 
by US President Joe Biden and he 
directed a government review of 
foreign-owned apps. ANI

T I K T O K  B A N N R D

Hong Kong to scrap Covid test for travellers

HONG KONG: Hong Kong on 
Wednesday announced it will 
scrap the mandatory Covid-19 
test for international travellers,
Reuters reported citing local 

broadcaster TVB.
Hong Kong also said that the

city’s pass required to enter
most venues would also be
scrapped.

Hong Kong leader John Lee 
is expected to make an offi  cial 
announcement today at 3:30 
pm (0730 GMT), according to 
Reuters. ANI
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MELBOURNE : Nine-time
Australian Open champion
Novak Djokovic has arrived in
Australia nearly a year after he was
deported from the country, the
Sydney Morning Herald reported d
on Tuesday.

Djokovic landed in Adelaide
where he is due to play in the
Adelaide International beginning 
on Sunday, the paper said. Less
than a year after his high-profi le
visa saga and deportation last Jan-
uary, Djokovic’s bid for a remark-
able 10th title at Melbourne Park
next month has begun in earnest.

Djokovic, the men’s tennis
standout, has missed Australian
and US Opens in 2022 due to his
refusal to be vaccinated against
COVID-19.

A source familiar with 
Djokovic’s travel plans confi rmed 
late Tuesday that the Serbian had 
arrived in Adelaide, where he will 
play an Open warm-up event next 
week.

The mixed-gender United Cup 
begins on Thursday, kicking off  
the Australian tennis summer, and 
Djokovic will begin his 2023 cam-
paign with the Adelaide Interna-
tional, an ATP 250 event in South 
Australia that begins on January 1.

The Australian government 
granted the Serb a visa to attend 
the Grand Slam event in Novem-
ber, stating that it had decided 
to rescind the decision to cancel 
Djokovic’s visa after considering 
all relevant factors.

Djokovic’s visa was revoked in 

January 2022. Since then all Cov-
id-related border restrictions in
Australia have been lifted, includ-
ing the requirement to show proof 
of vaccination status to enter the
country.

Australian Open boss Craig Ti-
ley fl agged the former world No.1’s
arrival in Adelaide at a press con-
ference on Tuesday morning as
stated by Sydney Morning Herald.

“I think again he’s going to be the
player to beat,” Tiley said.

The former world number one
won the season-ending ATP Finals
last month and will be a favourite
to win his 10th Australian Open
title.

The 2023 Australian Open will
take place at Melbourne Park from
January 16 to 29. - ANI

L A N D S  I N  A D E L A I D E

FORMER WORLD NUMBER ONE: Djokovic, the men’s tennis standout, has missed Australian and US 

Opens in 2022 due to his refusal to be vaccinated against COVID-19.

Rashford shines as Manchester 
United blank Nottingham Forest
MANCHESTER: Forward
Marcus Rashford shined for
Manchester United, scoring one
goal and setting up the other as his
side blanked Nottingham Forest
3-0 in their Premier League match
at Old Traff ord on Tuesday.

With this, United moves to the
fi fth spot in the points table, just a 
point shy of Tottenham Hotspur,
who are at 30 points. Out of their
15 matches, United have won nine,
lost four and drawn two and have a 
total of 29 points. 

On the other hand, Nottingham
Forest is reeling at the 19th position
with just 13 points, having won only 
three of 16 matches, lost nine and
drawn four. Defender Raphael Var-
ane was suff ering from a virus, which
disrupted United’s preparations.

But Nottingham failed to test
United’s depleted defence in their
fi rst game since star striker Cris-
tiano Ronaldo’s departure.

Rashford gave Manchester
United an early lead in the 19th
minute, dispatching a corner from
Christian Eriksen into the nets.

Later in the 22nd minute, he as-

sisted Anthony Martial to double 
his side’s lead.

Forest’s Ryan Yates could have 
brought his side into the game, but 
his goal was ruled out for off side via 
VAR just shortly before half-time.

United were dominant in the 
second half. Minutes before full 
time, Casemiro stole possession 
from the opposition and substi-

tute Fred made a beautiful fi nish 
to triple United’s lead in the 87th 
minute. In their next PL game, 
United will take on Wolverhamp-
ton on Saturday away from home. 
On the other hand, Nottingham 
will be hoting Chelsea on Sunday.

Following the loss, Nottingham 
Forest boss Steve Cooper was 
quoted as saying by Sky Sports, “It 

was always going to be really tough 
here tonight and we knew the 
game was going to look as it did in 
terms of them having territory and 
possession.”

“The goals are a killer in terms 
of a set piece where some players 
have clearly not stuck to their re-
sponsibilities. And then we are in 
a half-decent position in United’s 
box, but then to give up the space 
and the territory we did. I would 
not say we gifted the goal because 
they have to work for it, but it is 
frustrating with the goals.”

“I just felt we could have backed 
ourselves a bit more in the game. 
We got in between the lines two or 
three times in the fi rst half but did 
not make the most of it. In the end, 
you do have to make the most of 
those situations at this level.”

“I am a big believer in looking at 
the process of the performance. I 
was more frustrated at times with 
a lack of quality at times at the top 
end of the pitch, a lack of belief in 
decision-making and taking risks 
and backing ourselves,” concluded 
the manager. - ANI

P R E M I E R  L E A G U E 

EARLY LEAD: Rashford gave Man United an early lead in the 19th 

minute, dispatching a corner from Christian Eriksen into the nets. 

World Cup heroes 
return to action 
MUMBAI: After locking 
horns in the FIFA World Cup 
fi nal, Golden Boot winner Ky-
lian Mbappe and Golden Ball 
winner Lionel Messi will come 
together alongside several 
other sensational players for 
Paris Saint-Germain (PSG) in the 
Ligue1. The French club’s fi xture 
on December 29 is likely to also 
feature World Cup stars such Bra-
zil’s Neymar.

LaLiga (Spanish Premier Divi-
sion) will see the return of 2022 
FIFA World Cup winners like 
Rodrigo De Paul for Atletico de 
Madrid and Alejandro Gomez for 
Sevilla FC, along with members 
of the runners-up French squad 
like Ousmane Dembele for FC 
Barcelona and Antoine Griez-
mann for Atletico de Madrid.

The Serie A (Italian top-fl ight 
league) is among the most com-
petitive leagues in the world 
and will see FIFA World Cup 
winners Angel di Maria and 
Paulo Dybala return to action 
for Juventus FC and A.S. Roma 
respectively.

French stars such as Adrien 
Rabiot will return to ac-
tion for Juventus while Theo 
Hernandez will go to battle for 
AC Milan on January 4, next 
year, as they vie to conquer 
Italy in the second half of the 
Serie A season.

Ligue1 will return to our TVs, 
smartphones and tablets fi rst, as 
the competition will resume on 
December 28 with AC Ajaccio 
facing Angers.

LaLiga will kick-off  on Decem-
ber 29 with a match-up between 
Girona and Rayo Vallecano.

The Serie A resumes in the 
New Year on January 4 with a 
clash between Salernitana and 
reigning champions AC Milan. 
Sassuolo will lock horns with 
Sampdoria on the same day.

Viacom18 Sports, India’s new-
est premier sports network, will 
continue bringing the biggest 
stars of the recently concluded 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 202 to 
Indian viewers.  LaLiga, Ligue1, 
and Serie A will be streamed live 
on JioCinema for free. - ANI

L A L I G A ,  S E R I E  A  L I G U E 1

Carey slams ton to 
put Australia on top

MELBOURNE: Australia wick-
etkeeper Alex Carey scored his 
maiden Test century (111) in 
which he slammed 13 boundaries 
to put the hosts on top on the third 
day of the second Test against 
South Africa on Wednesday.

Dean Elgar’s weary South Africa 
side faces a diffi  cult task to avoid
a big defeat with two days of play 
remaining.

South Africa reached 15-1 in 
its second innings at stumps on
Wednesday, still requiring 371 
more runs to make Australia bat 
again. With leading batter and 
captain, Elgar, already back in the 
sheds, the odds are against the 
touring team.

Only seven overs were bowled 

in the evening session before rain
interrupted play, sparing South
Africa further misery on day three.

South Africa had lost Elgar for
a duck in the second over as rival
captain Pat Cummins struck a key 
blow, removing the left-hander
caught behind off  the glove.

Theunis de Bruyn, dropped at 
slip on three, is not out on six with 
Sarel Erwee on seven.

Resuming Wednesday on 386-3, 
Australia declared at tea on 575-8 
in reply to South Africa’s fi rst in-
nings of 189.

Wicketkeeper Alex Carey 

scored his maiden Test century for
Australia, hitting 13 boundaries in
his tally of 111. Carey and Cameron
Green (51 not out), who showed
admirable composure against the
short ball despite nursing a broken
fi nger, shared a century stand for
the eighth wicket.

Earlier, South Africa started
strongly as Nortje struck twice in
the third over of the day, bowling 
Travis Head (51) and David Warn-
er (200) in consecutive deliveries.

Warner, who had retired hurt
with leg cramps on Tuesday, re-
turned at the fall of the fourth
wicket but lasted only one delivery,
playing all around a full toss which
crashed onto his stumps via his
back pad at 395-5.

In the following over, Rabada 
dismissed Cummins caught be-
hind for four.

Nathan Lyon (25) was out hook-
ing at 440-7, before Carey and
Green piled it on against the South
Africa’s bowlers.

Australia leads 1-0 and can
clinch the three-match series with
victory in Melbourne, although
the home side’s bowling attack has
been weakened by injury.

Brief scores: South Africa 189
and 15 for 1 trail Australia 575 for
8 decl (Warner 200, Carey 111,
Smith 85, Green 51*, Head 51) by 
371 runs. - Agencies
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Pandya to lead in

T20Is, Rohit to 

captain in ODIs 

MUMBAI: The All India Senior 
Selection Committee on Tuesday 
announced India’s squads for the 
upcoming white-ball home series 
against Sri Lanka to be held in 
January 2023.

The tour comprises three 
T20Is and as many ODIs. Jasprit 
Bumrah and Ravindra Jadeja are 
still not available for selection. 
Sri Lanka will be touring India 
from January 3 to January 15 for 
three T20Is and three ODIs.

All-rounder Hardik Pandya 
will lead India’s T20I squad 
against Sri Lanka in the three-
match series to be held in Mum-
bai. Suryakumar Yadav has been 
named vice-captain of the Indian 
T20I team.

Rohit Sharma, Virat Kohli, KL 
Rahul are not part of India’s T20I 
squad. Meanwhile, uncapped In-
dian pacers and IPL big buys Shi-
vam Mavi and Mukesh Kumar re-
ceived their maiden T20I call-up 
against Sri Lanka.

Men in Blue will fi rst take on 
Sri Lanka in the three-match 
T20I series. The fi rst match of 
the series will be held on Janu-
ary 3, 2023, in Mumbai while the 
second and third will take place 
on January 5 and 7 in Pune and 
Rajkot respectively.

Rohit Sharma will be back as the 
captain to lead Men in Blue in the 
three-match ODI series against 
Sri Lanka. A notable absentee 
from the white-ball series squads 

is Rishabh Pant, who was part of 
Men in Blues’ recent Test series 
win against Bangladesh. Shikhar 
Dhawan has also been dropped.

Rohit Sharma struggled to live 
up to his ‘Hitman’ tag numerous 
times in 2022. In two Tests this 
year, Rohit scored 90 runs at an 
average of 30, with the best score 
of 46. In eight ODIs, he scored 
249 runs at an average of 41.50, 
with three half-centuries and a 
best of 76*. Rohit scored 656 runs 
in 29 T20I innings this year at an 
average of 24.29 and strike rate of 
134.42, with three half-centuries 
and the best score of 72.

The ODIs will be held in Guwa-
hati, Kolkata and Trivandrum on 
January 10, 12 and 15 respectively.

India’s squad for Sri Lanka 
T20Is: Hardik Pandya (Captain), 
Ishan Kishan (wk), Ruturaj Gaik-
wad, Shubman Gill, Suryakumar 
Yadav (VC), Deepak Hooda, Rahul 
Tripathi, Sanju Samson, Wash-
ington Sundar, Yuzvendra Chahal, 
Axar Patel, Arshdeep Singh, Har-
shal Patel, Umran Malik, Shivam 
Mavi and Mukesh Kumar.

India’s squad for Sri Lanka 
ODIs: Rohit Sharma (Captain), 
Shubman Gill, Virat Kohli, Surya-
kumar Yadav, Shreyas Iyer, KL 
Rahul (wk), Ishan Kishan (wk), 
Hardik Pandya (VC), Washing-
ton Sundar, Yuzvendra Chahal, 
Kuldeep Yadav, Axar Patel, Mohd. 
Shami, Mohd. Siraj, Umran Malik 
and Arshdeep Singh. ANI

S E R I E S  A G A I N S T  S R I  L A N K A

Williamson hits century, Kiwis take lead
KARACHI: Former New Zealand 
captain Kane Williamson ended a 
23-month wait for an internation-
al hundred as he notched up his 
25th century in the longest format 
of the game on day three of the fi rst
Test against Pakistan in Karachi 
on Wednesday.

Williamson took his time on a 
good batting strip at the National 
Stadium, bringing up his hundred 
in 206 deliveries in the fi nal ses-

sion on Wednesday. Playing only 
his third Test of the year, Wil-
liamson fought hard against the
Pakistan spin attack to bring up
his century, leading New Zealand’s
strong response to the hosts’ fi rst
innings total of 438.

It was not a fl uent knock from
Williamson but the former cap-
tain, who gave up the captain’s
armband in Tests to focus on his
batting, ground through the tough

times to help New Zealand take a 
fi rst-innings lead as the visitors 
ended at 440/6.

Pakistan was made to toil for 
most of the day but the hosts 
struck back in the fi nal thirty min-
utes to eventually share the day’s 
honours. Starting the day on 165 
for 0, New Zealand fi nished two 
runs ahead of Pakistan’s fi rst-in-
nings score.

With Pakistan having the mo-

mentum at stumps, the game
stands in a tantalising position
with two days to go and a tricky 
pitch to deal with.

Williamson fi nished the day un-
beaten on 105. He was supported
by Daryl Mitchell and Tom Blun-
dell and though neither man got
even as far as a half-century, their
aggression allowed Williamson to
quietly build on his score. 

                          - Agencies
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OMAN CRUDE PRICE FALLS
The price of Oman oil has decreased, 
with prices for delivery by February 2023 
reaching $80.43, said Dubai Mercantile 
Exchange (DME). The DME statement 
said that the price of Oman oil fell by 19 
cents from the price of Tuesday, which 
was $80.62. - ONA

MSX INDEX ENDS HIGHER
The MSX index closed at 4,845.41 points, 
up by 0.29 per cent from the previous 
close. The Sharia Index ended up by 0.09 
per cent at 499.13 points. Al Omaniya 
Financial Services, up 6.94 per cent, was 
the top gainer while Galfar Engineering, 
down 2.30 per cent, was the top loser.

Project development pact inked for 
petrochemical complex in Duqm

MUSCAT: OQ, SABIC and Kuwait 
Petroleum International (KPI) 
have signed a project development 
agreement for a jointly owned pet-
rochemical complex in the Special 
Economic Zone at Duqm (Sezad), 
the Sultanate of Oman.

The three companies aim to 
establish a petrochemical com-
plex consisting of a steam cracker 
and derivative units and a natural 
gas liquid (NGL) extraction facil-
ity. They will conduct the neces-
sary studies and collaborate using 
their wealth of technical and com-
mercial experience to develop the 
project with unique attributes that 
make it globally competitive and 
profi table for all three partners.

The agreement was signed by 
Talal Hamid Al Awfi  – OQ Group 
CEO, Abdulrahman Saleh Al Fa-
geeh – CEO of SABIC, and Shafi  
Taleb Al Ajmi - CEO of KPI.

Commenting on this agree-
ment, Talal Al Awfi , said, “OQ is 
proud of this historic agreement 
with our partners SABIC and KPI. 
The agreement is a signifi cant 
milestone reached between the 
partners and comes at an impor-
tant time in Oman with the near 

completion of the OQ8 refi nery 
project in Sezad being undertaken 
by OQ and KPI through the OQ8 
joint venture. This agreement also 
comes in line with Oman Invest-
ment Authority’s (OIA) plans to 
attract foreign investments to sup-
port realize Oman’s vision 2040 in 
its endeavour to diversify Oman’s 
economy.”

Al-Fageeh said, “SABIC’s col-
laborative approach has built 
longstanding relationships of 

collaboration, delivered innova-
tive solutions and created mutual 
value for more than 45 years. This 
agreement enables us to identify 
and assess the opportunity for 
ambitious and sustainable growth 
by bringing together our capabili-
ties, expertise and technologies 
and working collectively with our 
partners. Our involvement in this 
well-positioned project is consist-
ent with our growth strategy and 
Saudi Vision 2030 goals to develop 

a stronger downstream business 
addressing challenges in the petro-
chemicals industry such as carbon 
neutrality and providing diversi-
fi ed and sustainable products.”

KPI’s President and Chief Ex-
ecutive Offi  cer, Shafi  Taleb Al Ajmi 
commented, “We are pleased to 
work side by side with OQ and 
SABIC on this pioneering project 
in Oman because working with 
our regional partners supports 
KPC’s 2040 strategy for growth in 

the petrochemical industry and 
enhances integration between the 
refi ning and petrochemical sec-
tors. The project also supports 
the economic growth and devel-
opment of the Special Economic 
Zone at Duqm.”

Petrochemicals’ demand is ex-
pected to continue its growth path 
as living standards and human 
development improve, particu-
larly in growing markets close to 
Oman. The project intends to mon-
etise Natural Gas Liquids and other 
feedstocks from OQ and KPI’s joint 
venture refi nery, OQ8 in Duqm, to 
manufacture petrochemical prod-
ucts targeting growing markets 
linked to the energy transition, 
clean technologies, mobility, con-
struction, durable goods, health-
care and packaging amongst others.

The project intends to deploy 
state-of-the-art technologies to 
minimise carbon footprint and 
incorporate circular economy as-
pects and commit to high environ-
mental standards. 

This mega project would sup-
port the region’s development 
aspirations, maximising socio-
economic impacts as well as value 
addition to these companies. In ad-
dition, the project would also ben-
efi t from the excellent location of 
Duqm being close to markets and 
taking advantage of the infrastruc-
ture which has been developed in 
the area, as OQ continues in its 
strategy to help develop Sezad as 
a manufacturing and logistics hub 
in line with vision 2040. -ONA

Three companies 

aim to establish 

a petrochemical 

complex consisting of 

a steam cracker and 

derivative units and 

a natural gas liquid 

(NGL) extraction 

facility

GCC real estate sale transactions top $143bn
Times News Service

MUSCAT: Real estate sale trans-
actions in the GCC over January-
October 2022 reached $143.1 bil-
lion, eclipsing the full-year fi gure 
of 2021 ($136.9 billion) according 
to a new report.

“The UAE (Dubai and Abu Dha-
bi combined) contributed to over 
48 per cent of the aggregate value 
transacted, while Saudi added 35.6 
per cent to the region’s transac-
tions over January-October 2022,” 
the Kuwait-based investment, 
strategy and research fi rm, Kamco 
Invest said in its new report.

The higher transaction activity 
was driven by value transacted in 
Dubai that increased almost 81 per 
cent year-on-year over the period, 
based on Kamco Invest’s analysis 
of offi  cial estimates.

“Strong demand and price gains 
were witnessed by luxury resi-
dential properties, while the af-
fordable segment also witnessed 
healthy gains. Investors are likely 
to gauge the residential market 
more carefully in 2023 due to the 

higher prices prevalent in the mar-
ket, which could potentially lead to 
real estate transactions’ run-rate 
plateauing going forward,” the re-
port said.

Price growth could also cool off , 
driven by more realistic internal 

rate of return (IRR) expectations, 
and with rising mortgage rates, 
Kamco Invest said.

The report further said that all 
real estate sub-segments in the 
GCC performed better year-on-
year in 2022, even as commercial 

spaces witnessed idiosyncratic 
journeys of growth. In the offi  ce 
segment, supply continues to be 
tailored towards newer sources 
of demand such as robotics, IT, 
and healthcare as these sectors 
drive faster take-up of such spac-
es in the Gulf Cooperation Coun-
cil (GCC),

“The report reiterated that 2022 
will be the new base year for the 
offi  ce real estate demand for both 
new and existing stock of offi  ce 
spaces. Separately, temperature-
controlled spaces, chilled centres 
and bonded warehouses continue 
to command premiums of at least 
25 per cent to 30 per cent at the top 
end of the industrial warehouse 
market,” Kamco Invest said in 
its GCC Real Estate Update Dec-
2022 report.

Within the retail real estate 
market, mall space developers are 
focusing on the benefi ts of cross-
shopping relationships and their 
impact on footfalls and consumer 
spending, when planning and 
choosing retailer mix, the report 
said. “The strong net operating in-

come (NOI) performance across 
sub-segments combined with the 
twin risks of further interest rate 
hikes and a prolonged period of 
high rates could potentially have 
pushed real estate assets in certain 
geographies into a late-stage ex-
pansion phase,” the Kamco Invest 
report said.

Nevertheless, developers re-
main cautious of these trends and 
are expected to announce project 
launches that are likely to cater to 
a more normalised demand envi-
ronment going forward.

Total Return Index gained by 
1.2 per cent driven by the strong 
performance of Abu Dhabi (+16.7 
per cent) and Dubai (+14.3 per 
cent) real estate indices, while 
outperforming the MSCI GCC in-
dex (-1.4 per cent) over January-
November 2022. 

Key decliners in the listed eq-
uities space came from Saudi 
Arabia, as both the Saudi real 
estate developers and the Saudi 
real estate investment trusts 
REITs) indices declined by 14.1 
per cent each.

K A M C O  I N V E S T  R E P O R T

NEW REPORT: All real estate sub-segments in the GCC performed 

better year-on-year in 2022. – Photo used for illustrative purpose only

China’s outbound 

tourism likely to 

revive after easing 

of COVID curbs

BEIJING: China’s outbound 
tourism sector is expected to 
regain its vitality, with the coun-
try’s newly adjusted COVID-19 
response lifting restrictions on 
Chinese citizens’ overseas trips 
and promoting cross-border 
personnel exchanges.

China will manage COVID-19 
with measures against Class B in-
fectious diseases, instead of Class 
A infectious diseases, according 
to a statement released by the Na-
tional Health Commission. The 
statement said outbound tourism 
for Chinese citizens will be re-
sumed in an orderly manner. Dis-
ease control measures targeting 
inbound travellers and imported 
cargo will also be lifted, it said.

Words expressing enthu-
siasm for travelling abroad 
quickly fl ooded China’s social 
networks, as early birds fl ocked 
to the country’s online travel 
platforms to search for ideal 
destinations and book fl ights.

The search volume for out-
bound fl ight tickets and over-
seas hotels reached a three-year 
high just half an hour after the 
release of the statement, data 
from online travel service pro-
vider Trip.com Group showed.

Other Asian countries are 
among the fi rst ones set to benefi t 
from this wave of outbound travel.

Data from Trip.com Group 
showed that the number of or-
ders for outbound fl ight tickets 
soared 254 per cent on the morn-
ing of December 27, compared 
with the same period a day ear-
lier. Singapore, the Republic of 
Korea, Japan and Thailand were 
among Chinese tourists’ most 
popular destinations.

Fang Zeqian, an analyst from 
Trip.com Group, said the COV-
ID-19 response change ensures 
a smoother policy environment 
for cross-border travel and will 
eff ectively stimulate people’s 
willingness to travel. “With the 
ice and snow fi nally melting, the 
spring of outbound travel has 
arrived,” Fang said.

Feng Rao, head of a research 
institute under the Chinese 
travel service and social net-
working platform Mafengwo, 
said that three years’ pent-up 
desire for travel abroad can fi -
nally be released thanks to this 
policy adjustment. -Xinhua

E C O N O M Y
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MSX index 
ends higher

MUSCAT: The MSX index 
closed at 4,845.41 points, up by 
0.29 per cent from the previous 
close. The Sharia Index ended up 
by 0.09 per cent at 499.13 points. 
Al Omaniya Financial Services, 
up 6.94 per cent, was the top 
gainer while Galfar Engineer-
ing, down 2.30 per cent, was the 
top loser. Shares of Bank Muscat 
were the most active in terms of 
the number of shares traded as 
well as in terms of turnover.

A total number of 781 trades 
were executed during the day’s 
trading session, generating a 
turnover of OMR5.62 million, 
with more than 23.25 million 
shares changing hands. Out of 48 
traded securities, 18 advanced, 
10 declined, and 20 remained 
unchanged. At the session close, 
foreign investors were net buy-
ers for OMR59,000 while domes-
tic investors were net sellers for 
OMR45,000, followed by GCC & 
Arab investors for OMR14,000 
worth of shares.

Financial Index closed at 
7,860.85 points, up 0.55 per cent. 
Prices of Al Omaniya Financial 
Services, Takaful Oman, Oman 
& Emirates Investment, United 
Finance, and Bank Dhofar were 

up by 6.94 per cent, 4.65 per cent, 
4.00 per cent, 3.03 per cent and 
2.34 per cent respectively. Prices 
of Al Batinah Development Com-
pany and Oman Arab Bank were 
down by 4.27 per cent and 1.58 
per cent respectively.

Industrial Index closed at 
6,355.57 points, up 0.62 per cent. 
Prices of Dhofar Beverages, Oman 
Cables Industry, A’Saff a Foods, 
Raysut Cement, and Oman Fish-
eries were up by 4.27 per cent, 1.85 
per cent, 1.71 per cent, 1.27 per 
cent and 0.96 per cent respective-
ly. Prices of Galfar Engineering, Al 
Maha Ceramics, Voltamp Energy 
and Gulf Mushroom Products 
were down by 2.30 per cent, 2.27 
per cent, 2.22 per cent and 1.25 per 
cent respectively.

Services Index was down by 
0.32 per cent before closing at 
1,610.73 points. Prices of OIFC, 
Sembcorp Salalah, Barka Desali-
nation, Phoenix Power, and Oore-
doo were up by 3.85 per cent, 3.13 
per cent, 2.99 per cent, 2.33 per 
cent and 1.38 per cent respective-
ly. Prices of Al Jazeera Services, 
Oman Telecom and Shell Oman 
Marketing were down by 1.05 per 
cent, 0.86 per cent and 0.45 per 
cent respectively. — United Securities

Al Omaniya Financial Services, up 6.94 

per cent, was the top gainer while Galfar 

Engineering, down 2.30 per cent, was the 

top loser
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MUSCAT
STOCK
EXCHANGE

SHARE PRICE BULLETIN FOR WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 28

REGULAR MARKET .........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
OM0000002077 ...........  AL OMANIYA FIN.S .................................................. 315,408 ............47,214......................21 ............0.145 ........... 0.154 ...........0.145 ........... 0.154 ............. 0.144 ............0.010 ............. 6.944 ................0.154 .............. 0.154...................0.154 ................ 0.100 ..... 46,694,900
OM0000001525 ............  OMAN INVST& FIN. ................................................. 369,215............48,000......................11 ............0.130........... 0.135 ...........0.130 ............0.135 ............. 0.130............ 0.005............. 3.846 ................0.135 ..............0.130...................0.132 ................ 0.100 ......31,995,000
OM0000001707 ............  OMAN CABLES INDSTR ........................................R 141,961 ......... 232,240..................... 24 ............1.590 ........... 1.650 ...........1.590............1.650 ............. 1.620............ 0.030 ............. 1.852 ................1.650 .............. 1.700...................1.650 ................ 0.100 ... 148,005,000
OM0000003125............  GLOBAL INV. H ............................................................111,136 ...............6,224........................8 ........... 0.056........... 0.057 ...........0.056 ........... 0.056 .............0.055 ............0.001 ..............1.818.................0.056..............0.056...................0.057................ 0.100 ......11,200,000
OM0000003968 ...........  OOREDOO.....................................................................  265,103 .......... 115,145..................... 27........... 0.434...........0.440 ...........0.434........... 0.440 .............0.434 ........... 0.006 ............. 1.382 ................0.440..............0.434...................0.440 ............... 0.100 ....286,415,461
OM0000002176 ............  JAZEERA STEEL PROD ........................................... 94,280 .............20,748........................2........... 0.220 ...........0.222 ...........0.220 .......... 0.222 .............0.220 ........... 0.002 ............. 0.909 ................0.222............. 0.220...................0.222 ............... 0.100 .......27,727,347
OM0000001152 ............  OMAN NAT. ENG..........................................................94,273 .............10,658......................17............0.114 ........... 0.114............ 0.113 ............0.113 ............. 0.112 .............0.001 ............. 0.893 ................ 0.113 .............. 0.112................... 0.113 ................ 0.100 ......15,820,000
OM0000003224 ...........  RENAISSANCE SER. ................................................ 186,004 ........... 85,652........................5 ........... 0.468........... 0.470 ...........0.460........... 0.460.............0.458 ........... 0.002 ............. 0.437 ................0.460..............0.454...................0.460 ............... 0.100 ... 108,748,600
OM0000001483 ............  NATIONAL BANK OMAN ...................................... 487,998 .........140,822......................15 ........... 0.290 ...........0.290 ...........0.285........... 0.290 .............0.290 ........... 0.000.............0.000 ................0.290..............0.286...................0.290 ............... 0.100 ... 471,524,443
OM0000001533 ............  OMINVEST ................................................................... 107,978 .............45,351........................7 ........... 0.420 ...........0.420 ...........0.420........... 0.420 .............0.420 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.420............. 0.400...................0.420 ............... 0.100 ....280,713,479
OM0000002200 ...........  AHLI BANK ..................................................................  587,172..........100,406........................5 ............0.171 ........... 0.171............ 0.171 ............0.171 ............. 0.171............ 0.000 .............0.000 ................ 0.171 ...............0.171................... 0.171................ 0.100 ....333,391,427
OM0000002440 ...........  AL SHARQIA INV. ........................................................91,600 ................7,231........................7 ........... 0.078 ........... 0.079 ...........0.078 ........... 0.079.............0.079 ........... 0.000.............0.000 ................0.079 ..............0.075...................0.079................ 0.100 .........7,110,000
OM0000002796 ...........  BANK MUSCAT .......................................................... 8,503,318 .. 2,383,305................... 168 ........... 0.280 ...........0.282 ...........0.278 ........... 0.280 .............0.280 ........... 0.000.............0.000 ................0.280............. 0.280...................0.280 ............... 0.100 . 2,101,791,177
OM0000003000 ...........  Al MAHA PETROLEUM ........................................... 68,000 ............ 61,200........................3 ........... 0.900 ...........0.900 ...........0.900 .......... 0.900 .............0.900 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.900 ............ 0.900...................0.900 ............... 0.100 ..... 62,100,000
OM0000003398 ...........  SOHAR INT. BANK..................................................... 90,000 ...............9,630........................ 1 ............0.107........... 0.107 ...........0.107 ........... 0.107 ............. 0.107............ 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.107.............. 0.107................... 0.110 ................ 0.100 ....491,136,665
OM0000003026 ...........  OMAN TELECOM........................................................ 66,613 ............. 61,618......................14 ........... 0.928 ........... 0.928 ...........0.920 .......... 0.920 .............0.928 ...........-0.008........... -0.862 ...............0.920..............0.920...................0.928 ............... 0.100 .. 690,000,000
OM0000002226 ...........  ALJAZEERA SERVICES ...........................................83,500 .............23,735......................12........... 0.285 ........... 0.285 ...........0.282........... 0.284 .............0.287 ...........-0.003........... -1.045 ...............0.284............. 0.280...................0.286 ............... 0.100 ...... 17,382,014
OM0000005005 ...........  ALMAHA CERAMICS ................................................23,006 .............10,120........................4 ........... 0.440...........0.440 ...........0.430........... 0.430.............0.440 ...........-0.010 ........... -2.273 ...............0.430..............0.430...................0.440 ............... 0.100 ..... 23,650,000
Total ..................................18 .........................................................................................  11,686,565 3,409,299................... 351.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

ISIN...................................................SECURITY NAME ...................................................................................................VOLUME ............... TURNOVER .................... TRADES ............ OPEN PRICE .............. HIGH .....................LOW ................ CLOSE PR. ............PREV. CLOSE............ DIFF (RO).................. DIFF % ...................... LAST PR ................ LAST BID ..................... LAST OFFER .............PAR VALUE MARKET CAP

O M A N  S T O C K S

INDICES
Index .................................................High .................Low ..................... Value ............... Prev . Value.......... Diff ...............ff Diff  %
MSX 30 INDEX .................................... 4,872.06 ...............4,845.41 ...................4,872.06 ................... 4,845.41 ................. 26.66................... 0.55
FINANCIAL INDEX ........................... 7,930.11 ...............7,860.85 ................... 7,928.37 ................... 7,860.85 ..................67.53................... 0.86
Industry Index ...................................... 6,386.65 ...............6,337.65 ................... 6,362.13 ................... 6,355.57 ....................6.56................... 0.10
Services Index .......................................1,623.63 ...............1,607.28 ....................1,623.63 ....................1,610.73 ................. 12.90...................0.80
MSX Shariah Index ................................. 501.79 .................. 497.38 ....................... 501.19 .......................499.13 ....................2.05 ................... 0.41
MSX TR INDEX....................................6,149.43 ................6,115.79 ....................6,149.43 ....................6,115.79 ..................33.65 ................... 0.55
FINANCIAL TR IDX...........................8,297.98 .............. 8,225.50 ................... 8,296.16 ...................8,225.50 ................. 70.66................... 0.86
SERVICES TR IDX .............................. 1,716.04 ............... 1,698.76 ....................1,716.04 ................... 1,702.40..................13.64...................0.80
INDUSTRIAL TR IDX....................... 6,649.29 .............. 6,598.28 ....................6,623.77 ................... 6,616.94....................6.83 ................... 0.10

Trading Summary
Volume ................ Turnover ..........Trades .............. Market Cap............. Up ............Down ............. Equal .........Sec. Traded
18,933,863 .................4,240,988 .................... 604 ............... 23,749,586,877 ................26 ..................... 10.................... 13 .........................49

OM0000004776 ...........  TAKAFUL OMAN .........................................................23,233 ............... 1,045........................3 ........... 0.045 ........... 0.045 ...........0.045........... 0.045 .............0.043 ........... 0.002 ............. 4.651 ................0.045............. 0.044...................0.047 ............... 0.100 ......11,250,000
OM0000001251 ............  DHOFAR BEVERAGES ..............................................10,000 ............... 2,121........................4 ............0.211 ...........0.220 ........... 0.211........... 0.220............. 0.211 ............ 0.009 ............. 4.265 ................0.220 ............ 0.220...................0.220 ............... 0.100 ....... 4,400,000
OM0000001681 ............  OMAN  EMIRATES HO. ...........................................  100,206 ...............7,751........................6 ........... 0.076 ........... 0.078 ...........0.076 ........... 0.078 .............0.075 ........... 0.003 .............4.000................0.078..............0.077...................0.078................ 0.100 ........9,506,250
OM0000004735 ...........  SEMBCORP SALALAH............................................ 125,000 ..............8,086........................6 ........... 0.066 ........... 0.066 ...........0.062........... 0.066.............0.064 ........... 0.002 ............. 3.125 ................0.066..............0.063...................0.066................ 0.100 ...... 63,001,749
OM0000002374............  UNITED FINANCE ................................................... 629,600 ........... 42,479......................18 ........... 0.067........... 0.068 ...........0.067 ........... 0.068.............0.066 ........... 0.002 ............. 3.030 ................0.068 ..............0.068...................0.069................ 0.100 ...... 23,741,820
OM0000008710 ............  BARKA DESALINATION ..........................................40,688 ...............5,587........................5 ............0.137 ........... 0.138 ...........0.137............0.138 ............. 0.134............ 0.004 ............. 2.985 ................0.138 .............. 0.138...................0.140................ 0.100 ......10,422,036
OM0000002549 ...........  BANK DHOFAR...........................................................R  674,351 .......... 116,048........................2............0.172 ........... 0.175............0.172 ............0.175 ............. 0.171 ............ 0.004 ............. 2.339 ................0.175.............. 0.172...................0.180 ................ 0.100 ....524,361,501
OM0000005963 ...........  PHOENIX POWER....................................................... 61,547 ............... 2,531........................5 ........... 0.042...........0.044 ...........0.041 ........... 0.044.............0.043 ............0.001 ............. 2.326 ................0.044 .............0.041...................0.044 ............... 0.100 ..... 64,354,464
OM0000002804 ...........  ASAFFA FOODS ................................................................. 800 .................. 190........................2 ........... 0.237 ........... 0.238 ...........0.237........... 0.238.............0.234 ........... 0.004 ............. 1.709 ................0.238 ..............0.230...................0.236................ 0.100 ..... 28,560,000
OM0000001590............  MUSCAT FINANCE ................................................... 40,500 ............... 2,712........................6 ........... 0.067........... 0.068 ...........0.066........... 0.067 .............0.066 ............0.001 ..............1.515.................0.067 ..............0.065...................0.070................ 0.100 ..... 20,578,804
OM0000001418 ............  RAYSUT CEMENT ......................................................64,475 ............ 10,320......................13 ............0.162 ........... 0.162 ...........0.160 ........... 0.160 ............. 0.158............ 0.002 ............. 1.266 ................0.160 ..............0.160...................0.160 ................ 0.100 .....32,000,000
OM0000004768 ...........  MADINA TAKAFUL ..................................................  270,750 ........... 24,301......................12 ........... 0.090 ...........0.090 ...........0.087 ........... 0.090 .............0.089 ............0.001 ............. 1.124 ................0.090..............0.088...................0.090 ............... 0.100 ...... 15,750,000
OM0000007910 ............  AMAN REAL ESTATE..................................................4,000 .................. 384........................ 1 ........... 0.096 ........... 0.096 ...........0.096........... 0.096.............0.095 ............0.001 ............. 1.053 ................0.096 ..............0.095...................0.102 ................ 0.100 ..... 19,200,000
OM0000004420 ...........  BANK NIZWA ..............................................................A 2,932,905 ..... 293,291......................41 ........... 0.100 ........... 0.100 ...........0.100........... 0.100 .............0.099 ............0.001 ............. 1.010 ................0.100 ..............0.100................... 0.101 ................ 0.100 ... 223,695,303
OM0000001566 ............  OMAN FISHERIES .......................................................19,610 ...............2,059........................5 ............0.105 ........... 0.105 ...........0.105 ........... 0.105 .............0.104 ............0.001 ............. 0.962 ................0.105 .............. 0.105...................0.105 ................ 0.100 .......19,118,232
OM0000001160 ............  NATIONAL GAS ......................................................... 271,189.............29,155..................... 24 ............0.107 ........... 0.108 ...........0.106........... 0.106 ............. 0.105.............0.001 ............. 0.952 ................0.106 ..............0.106...................0.107................ 0.100 ........ 9,010,000
OM0000001517 ............  HSBC BANK OMAN ..................................................  432,384 ............ 71,776......................12............0.166 ........... 0.166 ...........0.166 ............0.166 ............. 0.165.............0.001 ............. 0.606 ................0.166 ..............0.160...................0.167 ................ 0.100 ... 332,051,923
OM0000001095 ............  DHOFAR INSURANCE ..............................................10,000 .............. 2,000........................ 1 ........... 0.200...........0.200 ...........0.200 .......... 0.200 .............0.200 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.200 .............0.190...................0.000 ............... 0.100 ..... 20,952,409
OM0000001772 ............  ALANWAR INVESTMENT .................................... 459,270 ........... 39,059..................... 25 ........... 0.085 ........... 0.086 ...........0.084........... 0.085 .............0.085 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.085 ..............0.085...................0.085................ 0.100 ......17,000,000
OM0000002341 ............  OMAN CHLORINE ............................................................910 ...................510........................ 1 ........... 0.560 ........... 0.560 ...........0.560........... 0.528 .............0.528 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.560..............0.560...................0.560 ............... 0.100 ......35,958,732
OM0000004248 ...........  SMN POWER HOLDING..........................................311,615 ............ 14,364......................16........... 0.046........... 0.047 ...........0.046........... 0.046 .............0.046 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.046..............0.045...................0.049 ............... 0.100 ........ 9,183,238
OM0000004925 ...........  ALBATINAH POWER...............................................R  110,000...............3,300........................2........... 0.030...........0.030 ...........0.030........... 0.030 .............0.030 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.030..............0.028...................0.030 ............... 0.100 ..... 20,246,623
OM0000002275 ...........  SHELL OMAN MRK. .....................................................2,900 ...............2,575........................ 1 ........... 0.888 ........... 0.888 ...........0.888........... 0.888.............0.892 ...........-0.004 ........... -0.448 ...............0.888 .............. 0.816...................0.888................ 0.100 ..... 84,360,000
OM0000008447 ...........  OMAN REIT FUND ...................................................  300,000 ........... 25,800........................2........... 0.086........... 0.086 ...........0.086........... 0.086 .............0.087 ...........-0.001 ............-1.149................0.086............. 0.000...................0.086................ 0.100 ..... 40,522,029
OM0000002267 ...........  GULF MUSHROOM P ...................................................8,215 ...............1,964........................7 ........... 0.239 ...........0.240 ...........0.238........... 0.238 ............. 0.241 ...........-0.003 ........... -1.245 ...............0.240 ............ 0.240...................0.240 ............... 0.100 ........9,902,054
OM0000005260 ...........  OMAN ARAB BANK ......................................................... 646 ..................... 81........................ 1 ............0.125 ........... 0.125 ...........0.125 ............0.125 ............. 0.127............-0.002 ............-1.575 ................0.125.............. 0.125...................0.126 ................ 0.100 ...208,676,250
OM0000002366 ...........  AL BATINAH DEV........................................................10,000 ..................440........................3 ........... 0.044...........0.044 ...........0.044 .......... 0.044 .............0.045 ...........-0.001 ........... -2.222 ...............0.044 ............ 0.044...................0.046 ............... 0.100 ........1,320,000
OM0000003661 ............  VOLTAMP ENERGY................................................... 22,500 ............... 1,998........................8 ........... 0.090...........0.090 ...........0.088........... 0.088 .............0.090 ...........-0.002........... -2.222 ...............0.088 ..............0.090...................0.090 ............... 0.100 .........7,163,442
OM0000003521............  GALFAR ENGINEER................................................  200,000........... 34,595..................... 10............0.174 ........... 0.174 ...........0.170........... 0.170 ............. 0.174............-0.004 ........... -2.299 ...............0.170 .............. 0.166...................0.172................ 0.100 ......34,507,696
Total ..................................29 ........................................................................................  7,137,294 .......746,520...................242.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Parallel Market .........................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Nissan signs 200 billion yen green loan 
for zero-emission mobility investments
YOKOHAMA: Nissan Motor Co., 
Ltd. signed a 200 billion yen syn-
dicated green loan agreement ar-
ranged by Mizuho Bank. 

Nissan will utilise the loan to 
support its clean mobility and re-
lated projects to progress its long-
term electrifi cation and carbon 
neutrality ambitions. The loan 
contract period will be fi ve and 
seven years.

As the fi rst funds raised since 
launching the Nissan Sustainable 
Finance Framework in July, the 
company is deepening its invest-
ment programme in electrifi ca-
tion. Loan proceeds will fund eli-
gible green projects defi ned in the 
framework, such as R&D, invest-
ments and expenditures for the 
design, development, and manu-
facturing of zero-emission vehi-
cles and components for electric 
vehicles or other future carbon-
neutral initiatives.

With a second-party review 
conducted by Sustainalytics, Nis-

san has aligned its framework with 
the Green Bond Principle 2021, 
Social Bond Principle 2021, Sus-
tainability Bond Guideline 2021, 
Green Loan Principle 2021 and 
Social Loan Principle 2021.

As a pioneer in electric vehicles, 
Nissan is accelerating electrifi ca-

tion and technological innova-
tion to enhance zero emission
and clean mobility. Nissan seeks
to empower journeys and society 
with a range of electrifi ed vehicles
of high value to customers.

The signing of the green loan 
represents the latest initiative that 

positions sustainability at the core
of Nissan’s business, refl ecting its
corporate purpose of “Driving in-
novation to enrich people’s lives.”
As Nissan becomes a truly sus-
tainable business, the company 
aims to realise a cleaner, safer and
more inclusive world.

S Y N D I C A T E D  G R E E N  L O A N  A G R E E M E N T

Global prime rents continue to 

rise but rate of growth slowing
LONDON: Prime rents continue 
to rise in London but the rate of 
growth is slowing, according to 
Knight Frank. 

Across 10 global cities, luxury 
rents increased 10.2 per cent on 
average in the 12 months to the 
third quarter of 2022, down from 
a high of 11.9 per cent in the fi rst 
quarter of 2022, according to 
Knight Frank in a report. These 
cities are New York, London, Sin-
gapore, Toronto, Sydney, Tokyo, 
Geneva, Monaco, Hong Kong and 
Auckland.

New York led the rankings for 
the third consecutive quarter. 
Annual growth may have dipped 
from a high of 39 per cent last 
quarter to 31 per cent, but limited 
stock and continued demand are 
keeping rents elevated, according 
to Knight Frank.

The number of properties for 
rent across Manhattan is down 5 
per cent over the quarter but 65 
per cent lower compared to the 
pandemic times in September 
2020, according to StreetEasy.

Singapore sits in second place, 
registering a 23 per cent rise 
in luxury rents over the last 12 
months. The opening of borders, 
along with the introduction of 
new visas to attract top talent 
from around the world, has gener-
ated an uptick in demand.

London completes the top 
three. Although the UK capital 
recorded a 19 per cent rise in the 
year to third quarter of 2022, an-

nual rental growth is down from 
27 per cent last quarter, refl ecting 
the slowdown from the summer 
rental peak.

But demand remains strong. 
Knight Frank data shows the 
number of new prospective ten-
ants was 60 per cent above the 
fi ve-year average (excluding 
2020) in October, while new list-
ings were down by about a third.

Two cities saw prime rents de-
cline year-on-year, Hong Kong 
saw a 5 per cent drop while Auck-
land witnessed a 2 per cent dip. 
Demand in Hong Kong was large-
ly locally-driven in the third quar-
ter due to travel constraints, but 
with restrictions on new arrivals 

now lifted, demand may start to 
increase from expats.

In Auckland, strong supply 
is having a softening eff ect on 
luxury rents. Following nine base 
rate hikes, the average mortgage 
rate is currently around 6 per 
cent, prompting some vendors to 
downsize temporarily and rent 
rather than sell their property.

In Singapore, new rules an-
nounced in September mean 
those looking to sell their private 
home and purchase a non-subsi-
dised Housing and Development 
Board (HDB) resale fl at now have 
to wait 15 months, this policy shift 
is adding to rental demand as sell-
ers opt to rent in the interim. -ANI

R E P O R T

KNIGHT FRANK REPORT: Across 10 global cities, luxury rents 

increased 10.2 per cent on average in the 12 months to the third

quarter of 2022, down from a high of 11.9 per cent in the fi rst 

quarter of 2022. – Photo used for illustrative purpose only

Maersk to operate 

largest integrated 

cold storage 

facility at King 

Abdulaziz Port

DAMMAM: The Saudi Ports
Authority (Mawani) announced
the signing of an agreement be-
tween Maersk and property 
developer Refad Real Estate
to operate a state-of-the-art
cold storage facility at King 
Abdulaziz Port in Dammam
in the presence of Eng. Saleh
Al-Jasser, Minister of Trans-
port and Logistics Services and
Chairman of Mawani. 

The ceremony was also at-
tended by Omar Hariri, President
of Mawani, alongside Moham-
mad Shihab, Managing Director
of Maersk Saudi Arabia and Ab-
dulaziz Al-Qahtani, Chairman of 
Al-Qahtani Holding Company.

The deal is expected to
strengthen the Kingdom’s food
security and signifi cantly drive
up its food trade volumes through
the Arabian Gulf port besides
enhancing the maritime sector’s
logistics off erings in general and
cold chain solutions in specifi c as
per the objectives of the National
Transport and Logistics Strategy 
to position Saudi Arabia as a glob-
al logistics hub.

The cold storage occupies an
area of 30,000 sq. metres with an
annual capacity to hold 168,000
pallets of fruits and vegetables,
frozen goods, processed foods,
and dairy products. -SPA

A G R E E M E N T
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HOLIDAY
GIFT IDEAS 

FOR GRILLING
ENTHUSIASTS

THE MOST THOUGHTFUL HOLIDAY GIFTS ARE 
THOSE THAT SHOW YOUR LOVED ONES YOU 
SUPPORT THEIR HOBBIES AND PASSIONS. TO 
BRIGHTEN THE SEASON FOR GRILLING 
ENTHUSIASTS, CHECK OUT THE GIFT GUIDE.

A GRILLING
THERMOMETER

Even the best cuts of 

meat can be compro-

mised when they aren’t 

cooked to the ideal 

temperature. To help your 

gift recipient achieve 

perfectly grilled steaks 

and other meats every 

time, take the guess-

work out of the equation 

for them with a grilling 

thermometer. Beyond all 

the features you’d expect 

in a grilling thermometer, 

today’s high-tech options 

also connect to apps, so 

that enterprising cooks 

can step away from the 

grill to attend to other 

food prepping tasks.

A PERSONALISED 
APRON

Whether you go for a 

standard monogram, a 

full name or include a 

catch phrase or other 

design, a personalized 

apron makes a great gift 

for home chefs and grill 

masters. Just be sure 

your choice is made 

from a material that con-

ducts heat poorly and is 

durable, stain-resistant, 

low-maintenance, and 

features pockets of vari-

ous sizes to stash mitts, 

tools and other kitchen 

supplies. An adjustable 

neck strap and back tie 

can also help ensure the 

apron fi ts as intended.

A TOOL RACK

High-quality grilling 

tools are only useful 

when the griller knows 

where they are. For easy 

organisation, deck out 

your gift recipient’s deck 

or patio with a styl-

ish mounted tool rack 

where they can keep 

their tongs, spatula, grill 

brush and other supplies 

handy.

A PORTABLE GRILL

Let your recipient take 

the show on the road 

with a portable grill. 

Great for camping, tail-

gating and other adven-

tures, handy lightweight 

designs travel well and 

set up in a snap. With 

charcoal and gas varie-

ties available, you are 

certain to fi nd a model 

that fi ts your recipient’s 

needs and preferences. 

-Statepoint
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MUSANDAM TAKES CENTRE-STAGE
AS NATIONWIDE OMAN SAILING 
FESTIVAL 2022 COMES TO A CLOSE

MUSCAT: The fi nal stop on the 
Oman Sailing Festival, a nation-
wide tour organized by Oman
Sail to introduce local communi-
ties the length and breadth of the 
coastline, concluded in Musan-
dam with participation of more
than 20 SMEs and over 780 people 
taking the chance to Try Sailing,
Try Windsurfi ng and Try Kite-
surfi ng over the four days.

Held at Bassa public beach,
Oman Sail’s professional instruc-
tors welcomed potential sailors of 
all ages for an introductory lesson
and take the fi rst step towards a 
life on the water. Even more people
from Musandam and the surround-
ing area visited the festival to see
the wide range of traditional delica-
cies, arts, crafts, and souvenirs for
sale courtesy of local SMEs.

Ali Al Sheheimi, Oman Sail-
ing Festival Project Manager, 
said, “This was a fantastic place 
to conclude a really impactful 
Oman Sailing Festival. For the 
past two months, we have visited 
coastal communities to share the 
possibilities that sailing can off er 
– whether competitively or as a 
leisure activity. Sailing has been 
an important part of Oman’s his-
tory and traditions, and it has 
been Oman Sail’s mission for the 
past 14 years to reignite this mar-
itime heritage.”

“We are very pleased with the
enthusiasm of everyone at each
stop this year and are very proud
to off er SMEs the chance to show
their capabilities and reach a new
audience. Planning for 2023 edi-
tion will begin soon and we will
be looking to build on the success
of this year to off er an even bigger
event next year” he added.

The Oman Sailing Festival has

also helped share an important en-
vironmental message at each stop 
by organising a beach clean-up, 
run in partnership with Environ-
ment Society of Oman (ESO). In 
Musandam, more than 60 people 
– including community volun-
teers, and Oman Sail staff – helped 
to remove waste from the shores 
and preserve the natural habitat 
for native wildlife.

The Oman Sailing Festival was 
proudly supported by Oman Air, 
National Mineral Water Company 
(Tanuf ), Environment society of 
Oman (ESO), and National Uni-
versity of Science and Technology 
(International Maritime College).

We are very pleased with

the enthusiasm of everyone 

at each stop this year and

are very proud to offer SMEs 

the chance to show their 

capabilities and reach a 

new audience. Planning for 

2023 edition will begin soon 

and we will be looking to

build on the success of this

year to offer an even bigger 

event next year.”
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New Year
decorations in

Moscow, Russia
A woman walks

past a decoration

for the New

Year in Moscow,

Russia. Xinhua

Pakistani student learns Chinese 
martial arts in north China’s Tianjin
Muhammad Nabil (L) learns Huo-style 

boxing from Huo Jinghong at a martial 

arts gym in Xiqing District, north

China’s Tianjin.Xinhua

Hail lashes areas in Kuwait
People play with hailstones in Ahmadi 

Governorate, Kuwait. Hail lashed a number

of areas in Kuwait on Tuesday.of areas in Kuwait on Tuesday. XinhuaXinhua

People play at Taoranting park
in Beijing
A mother plays with her child 

at an ice and snow carnival 

at Taoranting park in Beijing, 

capital of China.capital of China. XinhuaXinhua

Electricians assemble pattern onto the 
crystal ball in New York
Electricians assemble the pattern onto 

the crystal ball during the Crystal Times 

Square New Year’s Ball assembly on the 

roof of One Times Square, New York, the

United States. Xinhua

Karisma Kapoor arrives
to attend to attend annual 
Christmas lunch
Bollywood actress Karisma

Kapoor arrives to attend

annual Christmas lunch

hosted by Kunal Kapoor 

son of the late actor Shashi 

Kapoor, in Mumbai.Kapoor, in Mumbai. ANI PhotoANI Photo



B8

ROUND-UP
T H U R S DAY,  D E C E M B E R  2 9,  2 0 2 2

SHOP 
NOW
rafeeq.om

Nissan Patrol: Hero of all terrain

MARWAH MAHMOOD AL
RAISI

MUSCAT: The much-loved and 
iconic Nissan Patrol is the pinna-
cle of versatility and luxury. 

From the very fi rst moment, one 
sets eyes on this iconic creation, 
one will immediately appreciate 
that limits mean nothing and that 
this luxury SUV readily blends 
physical strength and top-quality 
design to produce a captivating 
driving experience in a vehicle 
that is just at home in the city as 
it is taking on even the roughest of 
off -road settings.

The Patrol story might have be-
gun more in 1951, but its legacy of 
reliability and superior capabil-
ity remains even true today. It is 
a vehicle that has an indisputable 
presence and off ers owners the op-
portunity to own a true symbol of 
automotive excellence.

With a 5.6-litre V8 petrol engine 
powering a really big SUV, the Pa-
trol can take adventure lovers any-
where. A sleek look and a range of 
Nissan Intelligent Mobility safety 
technologies make Patrol both 
stylish and capable. No wonder 
from desert to city, the Patrol has 
conquered everything in its path 
including owners’ hearts.

Encouraged by Nissan’s power-
ful design aesthetic, Patrol makes 
an extraordinary statement with a 
new, bold V-Motion chrome grille 
and 20-inch machine-cut alloy 
wheels. The conventional chrome 
along the bodywork emphasizes the 
visual breadth of the vehicle, while 
the design exudes luxury with a 
new side fender vent badge brand-
ed with the 70th Anniversary logo.

The Patrol is just as good on 
the inside as it is on the outside. 
The tough and stylish exterior is 
complemented by a sleek inte-
rior. Drivers and occupants are 
welcomed into a premium cabin 
where every detail is crafted to 
heighten the driving experience, 
with the brand-new burgundy in-
terior option specifi cally designed 
to celebrate the Patrol’s 70-year 
legacy. Attention to detail and 
class-leading spaciousness create 
a truly fi rst-class experience for all 
on board, accentuated through di-
amond-stitched quilted-tan leath-
er seats. All grades have leather 
seating with brown trim, improved 
airfl ow and climate control.

The drivers have a choice of 
two powerful engines under the 
hood when it comes to the Patrol. 
The base 4.0-litre V6 produces 
275 horsepower and 394 NM of 
torque, off ering a unique com-
bination of power, performance, 
and effi  ciency, while the larger 
5.6-litre V8 puts out a staggering 
400 horsepower and 560 NM of 
torque for ultimate performance 
in the toughest of conditions. The 
V8 engine’s direct injection sys-
tem provides better wide-open 
throttle performance and comes 
fi tted with a dedicated Eco mode 
for improved effi  ciency. Both en-
gines are mated to an advanced 
7-speed automatic transmission 
with Adaptive Shift Control that 
ensures smooth shifts while allow-
ing drivers to shuffl  e through gears 
manually for a more engaging ex-
perience behind the wheel.

Four dedicated modes (Sand, 
On-Road, Rock, Snow), which are 
accompanied by a locking rear dif-

ferential and hill descent control, 
allow drivers to confi dently ex-
plore off  the beaten path, while the 
Hydraulic Body Motion Control 
System with 4-wheel independent 
suspension ensures immense sta-
bility and comfort, irrespective of 
the terrain. The category-defi ning 
Variable 4x4 Mode allows for an 
eff ortless switch between drive 
modes and maximizes the Patrol’s 
go-anywhere capability with ease.

The safety of those onboard 
and around the Patrol is ensured 
through a variety of assuring tech-

nologies, including Intelligent 
Emergency Braking with Pedes-
trian Detection, Intelligent Lane 
Intervention, Intelligent Blind Spot 
Intervention, Rear Cross Traffi  c 
Alert with Intelligent Intervention, 
and Intelligent Cruise Control. 
Responsive braking is supplied by 
a 4-wheel disc brake system with 
Anti-lock Braking Systemwith 
Electronic Brake-force Distribu-
tion and Brake Assist. Standard on 
all models is also a 4-wheel limited-
slip (ABLS) and a Vehicle Dynamic 
Control (VDC) system with an in-

built deactivation switch for unin-
trusive expeditions off -road. Agile 
steering on- and off -road is provid-
ed by an engine-speed-sensitive 
power-assisted rack-and-pinion 
steering system.

The Patrol is loaded with inno-
vative technology that looks out 
for owners. With its dialling-up 
connectivity, the Patrol welcomes 
a new, redesigned centre console 
with a high-resolution 12.3-inch 
infotainment display that off ers 
upgraded wireless Apple CarPlay 
and Android Auto connectivity. A 

collection of 13 perfectly placed 
Bose speakers makes for more en-
tertaining drives, while improved 
sound isolation equates to a more 
relaxed and luxurious experience 
for all. Two new 10.1-inch mul-
timedia screens with wireless 
headphones and screen mirror-
ing options transform the rear-
seat entertainment to make long 
journeys more enjoyable, while all 
devices remain fully charged with 
multiple USB ports and a wireless 
charging tray upfront.

The Intelligent Rear-View Mir-
ror strengthens the Patrol’s arse-
nal of safety features by off ering 
drivers an unobstructed view from 
a camera mounted on the rear of 
the vehicle. The innovative Intelli-
gent Around View Monitor makes 
parking and navigating tight off -
road trails a breeze by off ering 
drivers a 360-degree view of the 
SUV’s surroundings.

Every detail, every inch of the 
Patrol is crafted to heighten driving 
pleasure – in every seat. Conquer-
ing the elements comes as second 
nature to an SUV whose reputation 
and authority are equalled only by 
its legendary V8 power.

Proving itself as a reliable and 
capable SUV that can conquer all 
terrains, the Patrol model builds 
on the success of its predecessors 
and rewrites the benchmark for 
design, comfort, and technology.

From the very fi rst moment, one sets eyes 

on this iconic creation, one will immediately 

appreciate that limits mean nothing and 

that this luxury SUV readily blends physical 

strength and top-quality design to produce a 

captivating driving experience in a vehicle 

that is just at home in the city as it is taking

on even the roughest of off -road settings
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