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PARIS: French President Emmanuel Macron 
urged fresh Middle East peace talks after 
Israel and the UAE agreed to normalise ties 
in a move praised by many 
Western governments.

Taking to Twitter after a 
phone conversation with 
Mahmoud Abbas, Macron 
said he told the Palestinian 
leader he was determined 
“to work for peace in the 
Middle East”.

He added: “The resumption 
of talks to reach a fair 
solution that respects 
international law remains a priority.”

French Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le 
Drian said the suspension of the annexations 
“must become a definitive measure”.

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik has sent a cable of 
condolences to President Donald Trump of the United States of America on 
the death of his brother Robert Trump. In his cable, His Majesty the Sultan 
expressed his sincere condolences and sympathy to President Trump, the 
bereaved family and the friendly people of America. — ONA

MUSCAT: Even as the total 
population has dropped in the 
recent months, Omanis crossed 
the 60-per cent mark on Saturday 
(August 15).

According to the latest figures 
from the National Centre for 
Statistics and Information (NCSI), 
the number of Omanis now form 
the bulk 60.60 per cent to reach 
2,728,724 against 1,775,577 
expatriates.

The total population of the 
Sultanate now stands at 4,504,301.

The highest expatriate numbers 
in the past five years was on April 
26, 2017, when they accounted for 
46 per cent of the population.

The Governorate of Muscat 
continues to be home for the 
highest number of 573,706 Omanis, 
while the lowest number is in Al 
Wusta with 25,863 nationals.

In its Vision-2050 report, the 
Ministry of Health projected that 
the total population of the Sultanate 
would double and will be slightly 
more than 7 million in 2050.

“The population is expected to 
age and the elderly population, 
aged 60 years and above, is 
expected to increase to about 13.1 
per cent of the Omani population, 
compared with 6.1 per cent in 2012, 
and their absolute numbers will 
increase about five fold”, the 
ministry said in a report. 

 SEE ALSO P2
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MUSCAT: Sayyid Hamoud bin 
Faisal al Busaidy, Minister of 
Interior, Chairman of the Supreme 
Committee tasked with tackling 
developments resulting 
from coronavirus (COVID-
19) pandemic, said that he 
and members of the 
Supreme Committee are 
honoured to express 
sincere sentiments of 
gratitude to His Majesty 
Sultan Haitham bin Tarik 
for his noble Royal 
patronage of tasks of the 
Supreme COVID-19 
Control Committee. He said that 
this Royal patronage had a great 
impact on the success of the 
committee’s tasks and the 

accomplishment of their desired 
objectives.

In a statement to Oman News 
Agency (ONA), the minister pointed 

out that, after the end of 
enforcement of its decision 
to ban movement during 
night, the committee now 
takes its decisions in 
accordance with specific 
well-studied data submitted 
to the panel by specialised 
parties from different 
domains and sectors. The 
prime aim of the decisions is 
to protect individuals and 

the community from COVID-19 
disease and alleviate its negative 
impacts, the minister said.

ROYAL PATRONAGE 
HAD GREAT IMPACT

T U RN T O P 5
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ABDULLA HAQ BADI AHLAM AL SANANI HAMYAR AL BRASHDI JAGRUTHI NARWANI WASAN BADER AL MALKI

WE SHALL OVERCOME

MUSCAT: Life is limping back 
to normal in the Sultanate as 
COVID-19 cases decline, 
lockdowns end and people 
learn to live with the virus.

“We are slowly 
straightening the curve and 
with the support of the 
people, we will certainly win 
over it. All the precautionary 
measures that we announced 
from time to time need to be 
followed strictly,”  Dr Faryal 
Ali Khamis, Senior Consultant 
and Head of Infection 
Diseases Section, Ministry of 
Health, told the Observer.

Wasan bin Bader al Malki, 
Founder of Thy Hard, an 
innovative concept of 
luxurious lifestyle, said

“We all know that COVID-19 

has impacted us in different 
ways and any businesses 
affected but it shouldn’t stop 
anyone from chasing their 
dreams or implementing 
whatever you’ve been 
working on. We shouldn’t be 
influenced by negative forces.

There is always a way out of 
any adverse situations. The 
government, the Supreme 
Committee and all ministries 
including the Ministry of 
Health are doing a great job 
for the people.”

Ahlam al Sanani, founder, 
9Homes, believes that the 
pandemic has shown life in 
different hues and the whole 
idea of life is changed. “We 
need to think and plan 
accordingly, chase dreams 
and follow up the things that 
we stopped earlier, everyday. 
We will not reach anywhere if 

we are stuck. Keep moving.”
“The pandemic period gives 

us a lot of introspection and 
time to think and act and 
fine-tune whatever our 
dreams and goals are, and an 
insight that whatever we 
were chasing was not that 
important and one needs to 
focus on what is important,” 
avers Jagruthi Narwani, 
Media and PR Agency 
executive.

Hamyar al Brashdi, another 
young self-starter, compares 
the preconceived notion pre-
corona and what it has 
taught us.

“It seemed like it was a big 
blow in the beginning but the 
outcome is that we could 
learn a lot. We learned to 
spend more time with our 
family, we learned to manage 
time efficiently, understand 

life in a better way. Now that 
things are going normal and 
life is getting back to the 
track, we shouldn’t forget 
what it taught us.”

Abdulla Haq Badi says that 
the COVID-19 period taught 
us how to fine-tune our lives 
in congruence with the 
natural rhythm of life and 
now that we are getting back 
on track, let’s respect the 
resources, values, and 
surroundings and aim for 
betterment.

Lessons are certainly 
learned. But implementing 
them effectively during the 
days depends on how  the 
future unfolds. Obeying the 
rules and regulations, abiding 
by the precautions in word 
and spirit will be crucial in 
the battle against the 
pandemic.

K A B E E R  Y O U S U F

MUSCAT: The average 
lifespan of Omanis 
reached as high as 77.2 
years, with 75.2 for men 
and 79.2 for women at 
the end of 2019 against 
49 years in 1970.

At the same time, the 
total fertility rate stood at 
2.7 births per woman 
between the age of 15 and 
49 years during the 
period from 2015 to 2019.

According to data from 
the annual statistical 
book issued by the 
National Centre for 
Statist ics and 
Information (NCSI), the 
average life expectancy 
rate of the total population 
stood at 78.2 by December 
2019 up from 78.1 in the 
previous year.

“Life expectancy at birth 
for the total population 
was started only in 2016,” 

the report said.
The infant mortality, 

meanwhile, dropped to 
7.9 per 1,000 live births 
compared to 8.6 in 2018. 
The Under-five mortality 
per thousand fell to 10.1 
against 11.1 in the previous 
year.

“Crude birth rate 
reached 18.8 per 1,000 
individuals in 2019, while 
crude death rates were 
1.9 per 1,000 individuals,” 
the report pointed out.

There has been a 
significant fall in the 
maternal mortality rate 
during the period 
between 2010 and 2019.

The maternal mortality 
rate witnessed a 
significant drop to 10.3 
per 100,000 live births at 
the end of 2019 compared 
to 26.4 per 100,000 live 
births in 2018.

Omani women’s life expectancy above 79 years
S A M U E L  K U T T Y THE TOTAL 
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Non-refundable fare upsets passengers

MUSCAT: The guidelines asking air-
lines to settle refund claims have 
raised hope but it is unlikely to help 
many customers who had to skip 
their travel due to the pandemic.

Instead of paying the refund, air-
lines offer travel on the same ticket 
anytime within a year, by paying the 
fare difference.

“I had a March-end ticket for Mumbai 
for my family of four but had to skip 
the plan as flights were cancelled as 
per COVID-19 restrictions. The airline 
sent me a text message that I can fly 
on the ticket within a year, but there 
will be no cancellation or money 
refund,” said Ashokan Kumar, who 
since faced difficulties at the job, 
including salary delays.

“I have an option to fly on one of the 
Indian repatriation flights for which I 
had to shell out RO 70-75 per ticket. 
With no income for nearly a month, it 
is just impossible to pay for these 
tickets without a refund of the origi-
nal ticket fare.”

Hameed Moideen of Oman Wings 
Travels and Tours said, “The Oman 
Air directive for agents is that refunds 
will be processed only after 12 months 
because of the sheer volume of the 
applications.”

 He agreed that the decision has put 
many people in a spot as their money 
will be blocked for months and there 
is no guarantee they would be able to 
travel within a year.

As per Oman Air’s COVID-time ticket 
policy on its website, “No rebooking or 
change fees will be charged, but addi-
tional fare may be collected depend-
ing on the type of airfare purchased. 
Amended travel dates can be up to 24 
months from the date of original tick-
et issuance. Change to another Oman 
Air destination is also permitted, but 
if the fare to the new destination is 
higher than the original paid, then 
the difference in fare will be charged.”

With ticket fares generally high dur-
ing summer months of June-July, 
many expatriates and Omani citizens 
book tickets at least six months in 
advance for return to native country 
or vacation.

“One of the options, before a cus-
tomer is to approach the Consumer 
Protection Authority if the ticket 
booked, is from an agency or airline 
within Oman jurisdiction. It may not 
be applicable if the ticket is booked 
online on a foreign airline,” said 
Mohammed al Balushi, who is weigh-
ing options as he had a ticket booked 

for the June vacation in Europe.
One expatriate told the Observer 

that he is yet to get the refund after 
he was promised it will be transferred 
to him within a week by a budget air-
line of India. “There is virtually no 
response to my calls or emails after 
some initial follow-ups.”

Last week, the Observer published a 
report which said that the Public 
Authority of Civil Aviation (PACA) 
asked all airlines operating in the 
Sultanate on the need to protect the 
rights of travellers whose reserva-
tions were affected by the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Airlines have been given a deadline, 
no later than November 2, 2020, to 
settle their financial positions, and to 
end all claims to refund the value of 
air tickets.

The deadline for completing their 
claims on the tickets issued for Omani 
students studying abroad is no later 
than August 19, 2020.

“The traveller is entitled to recover 
the value of the travel ticket at the 
same price at which he bought the 
ticket within seven days of the can-
cellation, for the part or parts of the 
trip that is undertaken, regardless of 
the booking conditions and without 
deducting any amount from the tick-
et value,” PACA said.

MUSCAT: The Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry 
said that the Sultanate 
has completely met the 
requirements of the 
Trade Facilitation 
Agreement (TFA). The 
Sultanate is one of the 
first countries in the 
region to fully meet its 
obligations related to the 
agreement so far, out of 
164 countries in the world.  

The Ministry said that 

the Trade Facilitation 
Agreement of the World 
Trade Organization (WTO) 
is one of the most impor-
tant international agree-
ments aimed at facilitat-
ing trade between coun-
tries of the world and the 
free movement of goods 
at border outlets.

Mahmood bin Aamir Al 
Hatali, Director-General of 
Organizations and 
Commercial Relations at 

the Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry, said, “A 
national task force team 
has been formed entrust-
ed with the Trade 
Facilitation Agreement. 
The team included repre-
sentatives from several 
government agencies, 
namely the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry, 
the Royal Oman Police 
(Directorate General of 
Customs), the Ministry of 

Legal Affairs , the Ministry 
of Finance, the Ministry of 
Transport, the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries, 
the Ministry of 
Environment and Climate 
Affairs, the Ministry of 
Health, the Public 
Authority for Investment 
Promotion and Export 
Development (Ithraa) and 
the Oman Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry 
(OCCI). — ONA

V I N O D  N A I R
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SULTANATE FIRST IN REGION TO MEET TFA NORMS

The traveller is entitled to recover 
the value of the travel ticket at the 
same price at which he bought the 
ticket within seven days of the 
cancellation, for the part or parts of 
the trip that is undertaken, 
regardless of the booking 
conditions and without deducting 
any amount from the ticket value. 

PACA



MUSCAT: The World Economic 
Forum (WEF) showcased the 
Sultanate of Oman’s progressive initi-
ative in adopting new technologies in 
logistics operations through several 
successful experimentations. 

The article, published on the WEF 
website, noted that Oman Logistics 
Centre (OLC) at ASYAD Group has 
recently launched Tech Try initiative 
as part of its efforts that aim at pilot-
ing and showcasing emerging tech-
nologies that can facilitate and 
improve trade, subsequently, digitis-
ing the logistics sector to keep pace 
with technological developments in 
the world. This initiative is part of the 
National Logistics Strategy 2040. 

This feature on the World Economic 
Forum’s website is recognition of 
ASYAD Group’s efforts in embracing 
technology and innovation to elevate 
the efficiency of the Sultanate’s logis-
tics operations on multiple facets and 
acquaint WEF member countries with 

its experimentations.  
The report highlighted Tech Try, the 

experimental initiative launched by 
Asyad, noting that it included under-
water drones, port infrastructure 
drones, drone delivery and ware-
house stock-counting drones. 
Underwater drones were used to 
inspect marine infrastructure in the 
port, detecting cracks and corrosion 
in the understructure. 

The report highlighted the impor-
tance of digital transformation in 
logistics and its operational and eco-
nomic impact of the facilitation and 
growth of global trade. It also 
addressed the challenges facing 
some countries in applying technolo-
gies to serve trade, such as legal and 
legislative aspects, and reviewed ways 
to mitigate these challenges for the 
public interest.  — ONA
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SALALAH: Every stream of 
knowledge is trying to ease 
the pandemic situation as it 
has impacted all aspects of 
life. To map the disease a 
stream like geography has 
come handy for the scien-
tists to collect, analyse, and 
display key data, which is 
very helpful in drawing poli-
cies to tackle the situation.

Ambreen Matloob, a PhD 
scholar at the Department 
of Geography, Kyuugpook 
National University, South 
Korea, is convinced that dis-
ease tracking is now a map-
centric exercise. The tech-
nology called ‘geographic 
information system’ (GIS) is 
a useful tool to collect, ana-
lyse, and display key data.

Ambreen, who is currently 
in Oman due to COVID-19 
situation, spoke about the 
technology and said the data 
collected through it was 
mostly accurate.

Talking to the Observer, 
she said, “Over the past 20 
years, leading health organ-
isations, including the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 
and the Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC), have consistently 
relied on mapping and spa-
tial analysis to manage the 
outbreak of diseases. The 

GIS links data and geogra-
phy digitally, to create maps. 
This technology often pro-
vides a useful way to reveal 
spatial and temporal links 
among data and can help 
monitor the global spread of 
a pandemic.”

Going into the background 
of the system she said: “In 
the course of Severe Acute 
Respiratory (SARS) outbreak 
in China in 2002 and 2003, 
the GIS experts helped the 
health agencies to track the 
disease. Also, in the time of 
the Ebola crisis (2013 - 2016), 
health and government 
agencies used GIS to under-
stand the virus, determine 
its causes and origin, and 
traced how it travels.”

The GIS, according to her, 
can be used to analyse data 
about COVID-19 origin and 
demographics to predict 
likely the locations of coro-
navirus and thus reveal 
populations vulnerable to 
infection. The interactive 
map locates and tallies 
con rmed infections, fatali-
ties and recoveries. The GIS 
graph details the virus’s 
progress over time. Viewers 
can see the day and time of 
the most recent data update 
and sources.

Commenting on the tech-
nology’s vital role in such 
situations, she said, “As we 
are surviving in the world of 
bacteria and viruses, we can 
use the available informa-

tion to help reduce vulnera-
bility, address equity and 
work towards living better 
and longer.”

Nowadays, public health 
mapping and spatial analy-
sis are accessible with 
Geographic Information 
Systems (GIS). Medical GIS 
helps people to visually 
understand the bigger pic-
ture of public health around 
the world and see how health 
issues affect the population.

Further commenting on 
the GIS’s limitations and 
advantages, Ambreen said, 
“Though data science can-
not stop this pandemic, it 
provides information to the 
public. GIS plays a signifi-
cant role in understanding 
the situation of the current 
pandemic. It is also helpful 
in contact tracing, which 
involves understanding 
where people live and how 
they move through places. It 
predicts how an individual 
acquires the virus and their 
possible contacts. South 
Korea is a good example. It 
tracks the coronavirus 
spread using a detailed ‘con-
tact tracing’ map and this 
helped in the disease con-
trol.”  The applied geogra-
phy, according to her, con-
tributes to getting rid of this 
contagious disease, as a sin-
gle discipline can’t handle a 
pandemic like this.

GIS can help monitor pandemic
KAUSHALENDRA SINGH

WEF features Oman’s initiatives to digitise logistics
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Royal patronage 
had great impact

MANY WILAYATS GET RAINS

FROM PAGE 1
He added that the purpose 
of the lockdown between 
governorates and 
prohibition of night-time 
movement was to limit 
gatherings, particularly 
during Eid al Adha holidays, 
which could have provided 
suitable conditions for the 
spread of infection among 
the public.

The minister also thanked 
all members of society and 
commended their 
commitment during the 
lockdown period and ban 
on night movement. This 
commitment, he said, 
proves Omani society’s 
great disciple and 
awareness of the 
significance of elevating 
supreme social and 
national interests above all 
other considerations.

The minister reaffirmed 
that members of the 
society have become more 
adherent and dedicated to 
measures to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19. This, he 
said, constitutes a 
successful approach to live 
with the virus in a safe 
manner.

Sayyid Hamoud in a 
message thanked and 
appreciated the Sultan’s 
Armed Forces and Royal 
Oman Police for their 
remarkable efforts in 
executing the decisions of 
the committee. He also 
hailed the efforts of health 
workers in combating the 
pandemic, noting that these 
efforts will have a positive 
effect in curbing the spread 
of the virus and alleviating 
its impact. — ONA

MUSCAT: A number of wilayats of the Sultanate on Sunday experienced moderate to 
heavy rains causing some wadis to overflow.  Wilayats of North Al Sharqiyah (Al 
Mudhaibi and Ibra) received light to moderate rain leading wadis to overflow in villages 
of Al Naba’a, Al Haymaha and Al Yahmadi.

Wilayats of Ibri (Amla, Kabarah and the wilayat’s centre), Yanqul (Waqbah, Saie, Falaj 
Al Sederein) and Dhank caused some wadis to overflow in Al Dhahirah Governorate.

Parts of Al Dakhiliyah, too, experienced light to moderate rains that included Nizwa 
(Tanuf, Kamma, Smaith and Al Muatmer), Niyabat Al Jabel Al Akhdhar, Izki (Qala’t Al 
Awamer, Saima, Al Kharma and Al Qeraitain) and Bahla.

PORTS ENSURE 
SUFFICIENT SUPPLY OF 
FOOD AND LIVESTOCK

MUSCAT: Ports in the 
Sultanate achieved 
positive results during 
the first half of this 
year, represented by an 
increase in handling, 
shipping and export 
operations, and the 
promotion of direct 
import with countries 
of the world, according 
to figures by the 
National Center of 
Statistics and 
Information.

Amid the outbreak of 
COVID-19, the ports 
have continued to 
operate with high effi-
ciency to provide vege-
tables and fruits, in 
addition to grains, meat 
and livestock as the 
Sultanate’s markets 
witnessed an abun-
dance of supplies of all 
goods and commodi-
ties.

During the first half of 
2020, the ports han-
dled 1.1 million heads of 
livestock, 8.9 million 
tonnes of liquid goods, 

2.6 million containers, 
and 24.4 million tonnes 
of general commodi-
ties.

Achieving these 
results is attributed to 
the efforts made by the 
Asyad Group to con-
nect the Sultanate’s 
ports with regional 
ports to support direct 
import in cooperation 
with government agen-
cies. Also thanks to its 
promotional campaign 
for global direct lines 
and the incentive bene-
fits provided by the 
ports in addition to 
facilitating customs 
clearance procedures.

Moreover, the ports 
have worked to 
increase the number of 
direct import trips 
from the country of 
origin through operat-
ing many ships desig-
nated for transporting 
various types of vege-
tables and fruits using 
large refrigerated con-
tainers, in coordination 
with the various con-
cerned government 
agencies, to ensure the 

quality of the upcoming 
vegetables and fruits 
and the needs of the 
local market.

Officials said the 
direct import service 
from the country of 
origin has saved time, 
costs and efforts for 
importers and traders 
and that was reflected 
positively on the level 
of operational opera-
tions. It also contribut-
ed to attracting many 
suppliers from the 
country of origin as 
well as local importers 
or Omani merchants. 
This service has a 
competitive advantage 
which is a speedy 
arrival of shipments 
without the presence of 
a third party, in addi-
tion to the speed of 
customs clearance. 
The officials agreed 
that this service has 
also revitalised local 
handling companies, 
and opened plenty of 
job opportunities for 
young Omanis working 
in the transport and 
freight sector.

Z A I N A B  A L  N A S S R I
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Lebanon needs early

elections: Patriarch
BEIRUT: Lebanon’s top 
Christian cleric called 
on Sunday for early par-
liamentary elections 
and a government 
formed to rescue the 
country rather than the 
ruling “political class” 
after the vast explosion 
in Beirut’s port threw 
the nation into turmoil.

The now-caretaker 
cabinet resigned amid 
protests over the 
August 4 blast that 
killed more than 172 
people, injured 6,000, 
left 300,000 homeless 
and destroyed swathes 
of the Mediterranean 
city, compounding a 
deep financial crisis.

Patriarch Bechara 
Boutros Al-Rai, who 
holds sway in Lebanon 

as head of the Maronite 
church from which the 
head of state must be 
drawn under the power-
sharing, warned that 
Lebanon was today fac-
ing “its biggest danger”.

“We will not allow for 
Lebanon to become a 
compromise card 
between nations that 
want to rebuild ties 
amongst themselves,” 
Al-Rai said.

“We must start imme-
diately with change and 
quickly hold early par-
liamentary elections 
without the distraction 
of discussing a new 
election law and to form 
a new government.”

Several MPs submitted 
their resignations over 
the port explosion but 

not in the number need-
ed to dissolve parlia-
ment.

Under the constitution, 
President Michel Aoun 
is required to designate 
a candidate for prime 
minister with the most 
support from parlia-
mentary blocs. The 
presidency has yet to 
say when consultations 
will take place.

There has been a flur-
ry of Western and 
regional diplomacy after 
the blast, which fuelled 
public anger at politi-
cians already accused 
of corruption and mis-
management. A finan-
cial meltdown has rav-
aged the currency and 
froze depositors out of 
their savings. — Reuters

TEL AVIV: Israel’s defence 
minister warned on 
Sunday that its military 
would “respond harshly” 
to any violence from the 
Gaza Strip, as its air force 
overnight bombed Hamas 
targets and its navy 
closed off a fishing zone.

Hamas security sourc-
es said that Israeli drones 
and warplanes fired sev-
eral missiles at posts and 
facilities of the Qassam 
Brigades.

No injuries were report-
ed but the airstrikes 

caused severe damage.
The Hamas-run Health 

Ministry said Israeli sol-
diers shot and moderate-
ly wounded two 
Palestinians who joined 
overnight protests at the 
Gaza-Israel border fence.

Palestinians this month 
have stepped up cross-
border attacks, launch-
ing balloons with explo-
sives attached to them 
over the border, and set-
ting ablaze large swaths 
of Israeli agricultural 
land. — dpa

UAE, Israeli firms
sign agreement on
coronavirus R&D
CAIRO: A company based in the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) has 
signed a cooperation agreement 
with an Israeli firm, claimed as 
the first such deal since the two 
countries agreed to establish 
full diplomatic ties earlier this 
week.

The Emirates company APEX 
National Investment announced 
the accord with Israeli 
TeraGroup to develop research 
and studies on the novel coro-
navirus, the state UAE news 
agency WAM reported on 
Sunday.

The agreement was signed by 
APEX head, Khalifa Yousef 
Khouri, and Oren Sadiv, the 
TeraGroup chief executive, in 
the UAE capital Abu Dhabi, 
according to WAM. — dpa

 
Turkey condemns
Biden’s remarks
ISTANBUL: Turkey has con-
demned remarks made by US 
Democratic presidential candi-
date Joe Biden criticising 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
and calling for support for the 
Turkish leader’s opponents.

Biden made the comments in 
an interview filmed by the New 
York Times in December, but a 
video of the remarks only 
appeared on Saturday before 
going viral on social media.

Asked about Erdogan, Biden 
described the Turkish presi-
dent’s policy towards the Kurds, 
and advocated supporting the 
Turkish opposition. — Reuters

IN BRIEF

Israel strikes Gaza targets amid renewed violence

People view the damaged port area in Beirut. — Reuters



THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: A top 
researcher at the Centre for 
Development Studies (CDS), Kerala, a 
social science research institution, 
has predicted a 10 to 15 per cent 
return of emigrants from Gulf and 
the decline of remittances by about 
15 per cent with the trends indicating 
the cycle of return migration has not 
ended.

“The migrant stocks in the Gulf will 
determine the remittances from the 
Gulf to India. Over the last four 
months during COVID-19, the stock of 
migrants in the Gulf has not declined 
because of non-availability of regular 
commercial flights. Once the travel 

between India and 
Gulf becomes nor-
mal, only then can 
we predict the 
extent of the 
return emigrants 
and their impact 
on remittances,” 
according to 
Professor Irudaya Rajan S (pictured), 
a senior faculty at CDS, 
Thiruvananthapuram.

The emigrants from the Gulf are 
left in the lurch upon their arrival. 
Unfortunately, there was no big pack-
age for rehabilitating return 
migrants by the Central Government, 
except for the Kerala government 
who announced the ‘Dream Kerala’ 
project for return emigrants, says 

Prof Rajan. He has based this on his 
experiences of working and 
researching on the Gulf sector for 
over 20 years. Prof Rajan told the 
Observer that though some of them 
came back to India losing jobs, there 
are no jobs available for them back 
home due to the deteriorating eco-
nomic situation here as well.

“Some of them came back in a 
hurry without collecting their salary, 
end of service benefits and other 
payments and are back with empty 
hands. Adding to this pain, the 14-day 
compulsory quarantine in institu-
tions also led to mental stress after 
returning to India. My prediction is 
the flow of return emigrants will con-
tinue till December, explains Prof 
Rajan.
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BANGKOK: Thousands of 
protesters rallied against 
Thailand’s government in 
Bangkok on Sunday with 
tensions rising in the king-
dom as a pro-democracy 
movement gathers steam.

Thailand has seen near-
daily demonstrations for 
the past month by student-
led groups denouncing 
Premier Prayut Chan-O-
Cha — a former military 
chief who led the 2014 coup 
— and his administration.

By Sunday afternoon, pro-
testers — who are demand-
ing major democratic 
reforms — had taken over 
the busy intersection around 
Bangkok’s Democracy 
Monument, which was built 
to mark the 1932 revolution 
that ended absolutism.

Tensions have risen over 
the last two weeks with 
authorities arresting three 
activists. They were 
released on bail after being 
charged with sedition and 
violating coronavirus rules.

They were told not to 
repeat the alleged offences, 
but one of them — promi-
nent student leader Parit 
Chiwarak — arrived at the 
protest venue on Sunday 
flanked by cheering sup-
porters.

Partly inspired by the 
Hong Kong democracy 
movement, the protesters 

claim to be leaderless and 
have relied mostly on social 
media campaigns to draw 
support across the country.

The protesters are 
demanding an overhaul of 
the government and a 
rewrite of the 2017 military-
scripted constitution, which 
they believe skewed last 
year’s election in favour of 
Prayut’s military-aligned 
party.

A rally last week — attend-
ed by some 4,000 demon-
strators — also called for a 
frank discussion about the 
monarchy’s role in Thailand.

Students have presented 
10 reforms they seek to the 
monarchy of King Maha 

Vajiralongkorn — including 
curbing his powers over the 
constitution, the royal for-
tune and the armed forces.

Near the anti-government 
protest, several dozen roy-
alists also held a demon-
stration, waving national 
flags and holding up gold-
framed portraits of the king 
and other royals.

“I don’t care if they protest 
against the government but 
they cannot touch the mon-
archy,” said Sumet 
Trakulwoonnoo, a leader of 
the royalist group, 
Coordination Center of 
Vocational Students for the 
Protection of National 
Institutions (CVPI). — AFP

Thais rally for change
in political system

Kerala remittances likely to decline by 15%

The protesters are demanding major democratic reforms in Thailand. — AFP

Grounded tanker
splits in two

PORT LOUIS: A ship that 
has leaked more than 1,000 
tonnes of oil in pristine 
waters off the Mauritius 
coast has split into two, its 
Japanese operator said on 
Sunday. The bulk carrier 
MK Wakashio ran aground 
on a coral reef off the 
southeastern coast of 
Mauritius on July 25 and 
began oozing oil more than 
a week later, threatening a 
protected marine park 
boasting mangrove  
forests and endangered 
species.  — AFP

 
Taliban refuses to
recognise govt

KABUL: Just ahead of the 
planned intra-Afghan 
peace negotiations which 
are likely to take place 
soon in Doha, the Taliban 
has said that it does not 
recognise the government 
in Kabul as a legitimate 
system, according to an 
official statement. — IANS

 
Trump considering
Snowden pardon

WASHINGTON: US 
President Donald Trump 
said he is considering a 
pardon for Edward 
Snowden, the former US 
National Security Agency 
contractor - now living in 
Russia - whose spectacular 
leaks shook the US 
intelligence community in 
2013. 

— Reuters

LIJU CHERIAN
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ANALYSIS

When left is not right!

People are born in life to be different from 
one another. Their individual differenc-
es are more or less reflect psychological 
characteristics that distinguish one person 

from another. This helps defining each person’s 
uniqueness represented in intelligence, personal-
ity traits and values. Those differences are neither 
a fiction nor a worry; they only contribute to the 
shaping of behaviours and individual’s self-impor-
tance.

Usually, these different personal characteristics 
include cognitive, affective, behavioural and genetic 
traits attributed to human beings or animals. Yet, 
many people spend their life trying to fit in and be 
like everyone else! So strange, but this is a human 
nature to be attracted by what others have in hand; 
probably it is their jealousy. Thus, nobody is satisfied 
with what has been bestowed by the Almighty Allah.

A very common individual difference that has been 
remarkably renowned worldwide among people is 
that whether one is a right or left-handed. Can you 
believe that sometimes people tend to look at lefties 
or left-handers differently? To many, it seems ab-
normal to see someone using a left hand while writ-
ing, using a knife or to do anything else. Around 10 
to 12 per cent of the world’s population are lefties.

Nevertheless, humans are not the only one to 
show a preference between the left and right hand. 
Other creatures in the animal kingdom also show a 
50/50 split when it comes to using which hand, foot 
or paw the most! Among the left-handed animals 
are kangaroos, which tend to favour their left paw 
for eating. Also, studies have shown that 90 per cent 
of parrots use their left foot to pick things up.

It is attributed that babies, at a certain time while 
in the womb, show a clear preference for sucking 
one thumb over the other. Hence, handedness is 
probably hardwired before baby’s birth. However, 
experts say that parents do not likely get a good 
sense of their child’s dominant hand until they are 
2 or 3 years old.  Most importantly is that genetics 
play a key role in having a right or left-handed child.

Historically, the left-handedness is often consid-
ered a bad omen and associated with evil in some 
cultures and countries. However, the world annually 
commemorates the International Left-Handers Day 
designated on August 13. This day was first marked 
in 1976, and was aimed to make the majority right-
handers aware of the frustrations that left-handed 
people face while using devices designed for right-
handed. The day urges designers, corporates and 
governments to be more left-handed friendly and 
adapt objects for lefties. The left-handed are pre-
cious; they take places, which are inconvenient for 
the rest.

I
n late April, a coalition of 
New Mexico health care 
systems began asking lo-
cal COVID-19 survivors to 
donate their plasma, the 
antibody-rich blood prod-

uct used to help treat people 
hospitalised with the disease.

More than 50 people donated 
in May, but then the numbers 
starting falling, according to 
data from Vitalant, a nonprofit 
blood bank that works with the 
coalition to recruit donors. In 
June, 34 people gave plasma to 
the effort, the data show; in July 
it was just 29.

The coalition’s struggle is 
not unique. Across the Unit-
ed States, home to the world’s 
worst coronavirus outbreak, 
demand is soaring for COVID-19 
convalescent plasma, known as 
CCP, to keep sick patients alive. 
But the number of willing donors 
isn’t keeping pace, according to 
interviews Reuters conducted 
with more than 25 regional hos-
pitals, blood centres and other 
blood industry players across 
the country.

Many said they are having dif-
ficulty persuading survivors 
to give plasma, in part because 
it’s a time-consuming process. 
That has led to a patchy supply 
that, in some regions, doesn’t 
meet demand. It raises fears of 
CCP shortages ahead of an an-
ticipated surge in infections in 
the fall.

The American Red Cross saw 
its CCP reserve fall more than 
70 per cent in July as it shipped 
plasma around the country 
faster than it could recruit new 
donations, said Chief Medical 
Officer Dr Pampee Young.

The New York Blood Center, a 
regional blood bank with 19 do-
nation centres in the New York 
area, said its plasma stock, built 
during the city’s COVID-19 spike 
in the spring, steadily dwindled 
in June and July as it sent sup-
ply to coronavirus hot spots like 
Texas and Florida.

Meanwhile, the US govern-
ment’s Biomedical Advanced 
Research and Development Au-
thority (BARDA) said it has put 
on hold an earlier push to build 
a national reserve of CCP, ac-
knowledging there isn’t enough 
supply for a surplus. — Reuters

As COVID-19 cases 
rise in US, plasma 
donations lag
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MUSCAT: The Public 
Establishment for 
Industrial Estates (Madayn) 
and its investment arm 
Shumookh Investment and 
Services have signed a 
cooperation agreement 
with Advanced Universal 
Tech LLC to establish 
Oman Nano City in Sur 
Industrial City. 

The project, aimed at pro-
moting nanotechnology in 
the Sultanate, seeks to 
attract industries and 
investments, as well as pro-
vide support to investors 
through the implementa-
tion of regional and inter-
national competitive strate-
gies. Oman Nano City 
project aspires eventually 
to diversify income sourc-
es, attract foreign invest-
ment, create new jobs, and 
support the innovation and 
entrepreneurship commu-
nity.

The agreement was 

signed by Hilal bin Hamad 
al Hasani, CEO of Madayn, 
Eng Musallam bin Juma’a 
al Hudaifi, CEO of 
Shumookh Investment and 
Services, and Eng Qasim 
bin Habib al Lawati, partner 
and founder of Advanced 
Universal Tech. 

Al Hasani emphasised 
that this agreement aims 
at establishing an incuba-
tor for nanotechnology in 
the Sultanate supported 
with high quality infra-

structure and excellent 
services through forming 
teams of experts and pro-
viding continued support 
for the project. “Oman 
Nano City will contribute in 
developing the manufac-
turing sector, creating links 
between industries, univer-
sities, colleges, schools and 
research institutions, and 
providing on job training 
opportunities,” Al Hasani 
pointed out. 

Oman Nano City also 
aims at supporting innova-
tion in the Sultanate 
through transforming labo-
ratory research into new 
products, as innovations 
give manufacturers the 
performance or cost edge 
they need to compete in 

international marketplace, 
which will consequently 
allow to achieve Madayn’s 
objectives in introducing 
advanced technologies, 
equipping the workforce 
with necessary technical 
skills to boost productivity, 
and creating new job 
opportunities for the 
national cadres. 

On his part, Eng Qasim al 
Lawati stated that Oman 
Nano City aims at contrib-
uting to the sustainability 
and support of the national 
economy, as the project 
comes in line with Oman 
Vision 2040. “Oman Nano 
City will be built on a total 
area of one square kilome-
tre to act as an incubator 
for innovations and indus-
tries related to nanotech-
nology. 

The project will be 
equipped with a main 
administration centre in 
addition to various public 
facilities such as a hotel, 
cultural centre, business 
centre, banks, shopping 
centres, clinics, logistics 
services, and a residential 
area equipped with quality 
services for the workforce 
based in factories.” 

Oman Nano City planned in Sur
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MUSCAT: China and India were the 
only two markets for Omani crude 
exports in July, the latter lifting 11.19 per 
cent of total exports of 778,012 barrels 
per day (bpd) for the month, an increase 
of 9.25 per cent from the previous 
month. China, long the dominant 
importer of Omani crude, accounted 
for the remaining 88.81 per cent, the 
Ministry of Oil and Gas said in its month-
ly report.

Crude oil production during July 2020 
averaged 671,275 bpd, representing a 
decline of 1.85 per cent m-o-m com-
pared with the June 2020 daily produc-
tion average. Exports of 778,012 bpd 
were lower by 13.5 per cent compared 
with the previous month.

Oil prices for all reference crude oil 
grades around the world experienced 
a bullish trend during the trading days 
of July 2020 — for September 2020 
delivery — compared with trading of 
June 2020. The average price of West 
Texas Intermediate Crude Oil at the 
New York Mercantile Exchange (NYMEX) 
settled at $40.91 per barrel, an increase 
by $2.42. The average price of North 
Sea Oil (Brent) at the Intercontinental 
Exchange (ICE) in London averaged 
$43.22 per barrel, rising by $2.45 com-
pared with trading during July 2020.

The average price of Oman’s Crude 
Oil futures contract on the Dubai 
Mercantile Exchange similarly 
increased by 4.9 per cent compared 
with the previous month. The monthly 
official selling price for Oman Crude oil 
for September 2020 delivery — traded 
during July 2020 — was $43.62 per bar-
rel, an increase of $2.03 compared with 
the June 2020 official selling price. The 
daily trading marker price ranged 
between $42.73 per barrel and $44.98 
per barrel.

“Crude oil prices experienced overall 
optimistic sentiments during trading in 
July 2020 due to several factors, which 
had direct and positive impact on pric-
es. The main factors that supported 
positive trading sentiments were some 
of Opec+ countries curbing their pro-
duction to more than what was agreed. 
In addition, oil flows to Asia rose for a 
third consecutive month, reflecting 
healthier demand,” the Ministry added.

India’s share of 
Omani crude imports 

rises in July

Passenger terminal 
envisioned in Duqm 
Port’s future plans

MUSCAT: Provision has been made 
for the inclusion of a passenger ter-
minal at Port of Duqm should a deci-
sion be taken in the future to open up 
the gateway, which anchors a mega 
industrial and economic hub, to 
cruise ships and pleasure boats.

According to a report in the latest 
edition of Duqm Economist, the quar-
terly newsletter of the Special 
Economic Authority of Duqm (SEZAD), 
a passenger terminal could be part 
of the newly operational Government 
Berth within the port. The 980-metre-
long berth is earmarked primarily 
for vessels of Oman’s defence and 
security establishments, notably the 
Oman Royal Yacht Squadron, Sultan’s 
Special Force, Royal Navy of Oman, 
and Coast Guard of the Royal Oman 
Police. 

But the Government Berth, strate-
gically located between the ship 
repair yard of Oman Drydock 
Company and the new Oil Berth, could 
also potentially host a passenger ter-
minal in the future, according to the 
report.  “It can handle tourist opera-
tions, as it is possible to construct a 
passenger terminal in the future for 
travellers coming through Duqm 
Port,” Duqm Economist noted.

The disclosure affirms Duqm’s 
potential as a tourism destination 
underscored by its white-sand beach-
es, unique geology, and relatively 
pleasant climes, among other char-
acteristics.  A Tourism and Hospitality 
Zone master-planned within the SEZ 
already features a handful of luxury 
hotels overlooking the Arabian Sea 
with several new resorts and leisure 
developments planned for implemen-
tation in the future.  

A one-of-its-kind ‘Rock Garden’ 
located within the SEZ is also being 
developed into the country’s first-
ever Geo Park, complete with facili-

ties to receive nature tourists and 
geology enthusiasts.  Also within driv-
ing distance of Duqm is the Huqf – a 
sprawling region abounding with 
examples of Oman’s rich natural and 
geological heritage.

According to experts, a future pas-
senger terminal will also pave the 
way for Duqm Port’s inclusion in the 
coastal maritime transportation net-
work of National Ferries (which is 
now part of Sinyar Oman – the inte-
grated brand of Mwasalat Oman and 
National Ferries). The high-speed fer-
ries operated by Sinyar will enhance 
connectivity between Duqm and a 
number of coastal communities and 
towns located along the Dhofar and 
Wusta coasts, thereby supporting 
tourism as well as economic develop-
ment.

The Government Berth at Duqm 
Port – the first such integrated com-
plex of berthing facilities for govern-
ment defence and security agencies 
among the country’s maritime gate-
ways – was completed last year as 
part of Package 4 of the port’s infra-
structure development. 

Construction of the roughly 1-km-
long quay was undertaken by Kuwait-
based Combined Group Contracting 
Company (CGC) at a cost of RO 55.4 
million. The contract also entailed 
the construction of a number of 
administrative buildings, marina 
facilities, road networks and utilities 
covering the length of berth.

C O N R A D  P R A B H U

J O M A R  M E N D O Z A

TOURISM POTENTIAL: 
A future passenger terminal could 
be part of the newly operational 
Government Berth, a 980-metre-

long structure currently earmarked 
for maritime vessels of Oman’s 

defence and security 
establishments.



MUSCAT: Hyundai Motor 
Company announced they 
have won six 2020 Red Dot 
Design Awards. The com-
pany took the ‘Best of the 
Best’ and five other awards 
in the Brand & 
Communication Design 
area this year.

The ‘Best of the Best’ under 
the Advertising category 
(subcategory Integrated 
Campaign) went to Hyundai’s 
brand campaign film ‘Second 
First Steps,’ which also 
secured a Winner under the 
Film & Animation category 
(subcategory Online Film). 
Hyundai also grabbed five 
Winners for ‘Hyundai’s 
Hi-Charger’ in the Interface 

& User Experience Design 
category, ‘Hyundai X BTS 
Goods’ in the Advertising 

category (subcategory 
Image Campaign), ‘Future 
Mobility Solutions Exhibition 

Hall’ in the Fair Stands cate-
gory (subcategory Stands & 
Booths) and ‘FIFA World 
Football Museum’ in the 
Spatial Communication cat-
egory (subcategory Event 
Design).

The ‘Second First Steps’ 
brand campaign film 
embodies Hyundai’s next-
generation brand vision of 
‘Progress for Humanity.’ It 
shows para-athlete and 
archer Jun-boem Park’s 
“second first steps” following 
those of his infancy, toward 
his mother, aided by Hyundai 
Motor’s H-MEX (Hyundai 
Medical Exoskeleton), a 
wearable robotics technol-
ogy.
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112 pc jump in Sohar Port cargo throughput
MUSCAT: The implementa-
tion of its business continu-
ity plan has seen Sohar Port 
and Freezone maintain its 
operations and deliver high-
quality services to its ten-
ants and vessels that travel 
via its complex, despite the 
impact that the COVID-19 
pandemic has had on global 
markets.

Q2 saw an increase of 112 
per cent in STS throughput, 
compared to the values of 
Q2 in 2019. This has resulted 
in a growth of STS opera-
tions by 16 per cent and 
anchorage calls by 4 per 
cent, a rise that is the result 
of Sohar’s strategic location 
as gateway between the East 
and West and a myriad of 
direct connections to ports 
around the world.

Abdulrahman bin Salim al 
Hatmi, Group Chief 
Executive of Asyad, stated: 
“We continue to place a 
huge importance on main-
taining an uninterrupted 
flow of goods and commod-
ities into the local market, 
via all the ports in the 
Sultanate, which is further 
complemented by the pro-
vision of high-level marine 
services to shipping agents, 
and export and import com-
panies. 

Keeping in mind the cur-
rent situation, we ensure 
only the highest levels of 
safety at all our facilities, in 
line with the directives of 
the relevant Supreme 
Committee, to safeguard 

the health and well-being of 
all our employees, custom-
ers and the community at 
large.”

Commenting on the Q2 
statistics,  Mark 
Geilenkirchen, CEO of Sohar 
Port, said, “The quarter saw 
several key highlights, 
including the introduction 
of two new services that 
facilitate ease of setting up 
business at the Port or 
Freezone and attractive 
land lease opportunities at 
Sohar Port South and 
Terminal 2D. 

The General Trade License 
(GTL) extends several dis-
counts to established and 
potential investors. A sec-
ond license, Tasheel, is avail-
able for our customers to 
allow them to meet all docu-
mentation requirements 

conveniently. Derived from 
the Arabic word for 
‘Simplified’, this easy-to-use 
online Permit Management 
System is one of our many 
digitised services and we 
have several additions to 
Tasheel planned for the 
future. All these develop-
ments and innovations are 
aimed at offering more fea-
tures and options to both 
existing as well as new busi-
nesses, to further reinforce 
our position as a key logis-
tics hub in the region,” Mark 
added.

Commenting on the growth 
of the Freezone, Omar 
Mahmood al Mahrizi, Deputy 
CEO of Sohar Port — CEO of 
Sohar Freezone said, “The 
success of the Freezone 
coincides with that of the 
Port, with the construction 

of several new projects going 
ahead as scheduled. A 
majority of these develop-
ments will be operational by 
the end of 2020, contribut-
ing additional revenue to the 
national economy as well as 
enhancing the number of 
downstream opportunities 
we can offer to our tenants. 
Q2 has seen our land occu-
pancy rate reach 62 per 
cent, with our warehousing 
and office occupancy rates 
reaching 71 per cent and 18 
per cent respectively.

Additionally, the Secured 
Bonded Corridors initiative, 
launched by the Directorate 
General of Customs, aims to 
facilitate trade and ease of 
doing business. This, in turn, 
will enhance the attractive-
ness of the Freezone and 
bring further investments.”

Hyundai wins six 2020 Red Dot Design awards
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ALGIERS:  Algeria has launched Islamic 
finance products in a bid to attract 
money from the informal market, but 
bankers warn it will take more to fix 
the country’s struggling economy.

Falling oil prices and the coronavirus 
pandemic have battered the North 
African country, triggering alarm bells 
among officials and experts.

The International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) forecast that Algeria’s economy 
will shrink 5.2 per cent this year.

Prime Minister Abdelaziz Djerad has 
warned of an “unprecedented econom-
ic situation”, and experts have estimat-
ed unemployment at nearing 15 per 
cent.

In Algeria, Africa’s largest nation and 
home to 43 million people, most trans-
actions are done in cash circulating 
outside the formal banking sector, said 
professor Mohamed Boudjelal, an 
expert on Islamic finance.

Many Algerians “turn their nose up” 
at conventional banking, Boudjelal said.

Some Muslims believe that the tradi-
tional banking system is incompatible 
with their faith.

Islamic finance — the provision of 
financial services in accordance with 
religious laws — is a fast growing sec-
tor that has been adopted in many 
Muslim countries.

The industry is based on shared prof-
it and loss, while earning interest is 
banned as “usury”.

Funds are also blocked from invest-

ing in companies associated with tobac-
co, alcohol, pork or gambling.

Algeria is hoping the new products 
could woo new investors into the mar-
ket, following the success of Islamic 
finance products over the past decade 
in other countries, notably in the Gulf 
and Malaysia.

The country’s neighbours have 
already rolled out similar schemes.

In Tunisia, Islamic finance has oper-
ated in the private sector since the 
1980s, although the sector remains 
modest, while in Morocco it began in 
2017, though it has recorded net losses 
it says are due to initial start-up costs.

But Algeria hopes to tap into the sig-
nificant revenues of the informal mar-

ket, estimated to be as much as $30-35 
billion, according to Abderahmane 
Benkhalfa, a former minister of finance 
and ex-head of the banking associa-
tion.

“It is not only necessary to draw these 
resources, but to inject them into banks 
in order to bolster the economy,” 
Benkhalfa said.

Earlier this month, state-run National 
Bank of Algeria offered nine Islamic 
financial services, receiving a certifi-
cate from Muslim clerics ensuring they 
were compatible with Islamic law.

Only two other private banks, subsidi-
aries of the Bahrain-based Baraka 
Bank and Al Salam Bank, offer Islamic 
finance services in Algeria.

However, Algeria’s other banks — all 
state-run — are now expected to follow 
suit by the end of the year.

Most foreign banks are also planning 
to sell Islamic finance products too.

But Benkhalfa, who is also a member 
of a panel of African experts tasked by 
the African Union to mobilise interna-
tional funds to help the continent com-
bat coronavirus, warned that Islamic 
finance is not a “miracle solution”.

Only a small slice of cash in the infor-
mal economy circulates because of 
people’s religious beliefs.

The solution, Benkhalfa argues, are 
to make steps to modernise the tradi-
tional banking system — to make it 
more responsive — and develop in par-
allel with Islamic finance. — AFP

 A general view of Tiguentourine Gas Plant in In Amenas, 1600 km southeast of Algiers. — Reuters
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ISLAMIC FINANCE — THE 
PROVISION OF FINANCIAL 

SERVICES IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH RELIGIOUS LAWS — IS A 

FAST GROWING SECTOR 
THAT HAS BEEN ADOPTED IN 
MANY MUSLIM COUNTRIES. 
THE INDUSTRY IS BASED ON 
SHARED PROFIT AND LOSS, 

WHILE EARNING INTEREST IS 
BANNED AS ‘USURY’.

Algeria turns to Islamic finance 
to prop up economy
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SALIM EMERGES 

NATIONAL SENIOR 

CHESS CHAMPION

MUSCAT: National team 
player Salim al Amri won 
the senior title in the 
National Singles Online 
Chess Championship late 
on Saturday.

Al Amri was crowned the 
champion after he earned 
6.5 points as overall credit 
while Ameen al Ansi claimed 
the runner-up position with 
six points. Salim al Kathiri 
finished third with 5.5 
points.  

Salim shrugged off his 
early round loss — also due 
to some network issues — 
to come back strong in the 
final rounds to take the title.

More than 60 players took 
part in the senior category 
and only 12 players 
advanced to the finals 
which witnessed tough 
competitions among the 
participants. 

The sixth edition of the 
tournament, which was 
organised online for the 
first time, was monitored 
carefully by the umpiring 
team through ‘Zoom’ appli-
cation to ensure the play-
ers complied strictly to the 
rules and regulations. The 
tournament was played 
under the ‘Swiss classic’ 
system and the qualifica-
tion stage comprised seven 
rounds while the finals fea-
tured nine rounds. 

Another national team 
player Salim al Mushikhi 
performed strongly to end 
in fourth position. 

Hamood al Busaidy 
became the junior champi-
on and Anas al Darwashi 
came in second. Anaa al 
Essai was the ladies cham-
pion in the above 17 years 
category with Afra al 
Balushi taking second place 
with six points while 
Alanood al Ghafri finished 
third. Kamila al Ghafri and 
Wafia al Ghafri ended at 
fourth and fifth places 
respectively.

A D I L  A L  B A L U S H I 

MUSCAT: The Omani 
Karate Committee partici-
pated in the coaches webi-
nar organised by the 
Asian Karate Federation 
on Saturday. 

The webinar was held on 
the Zoom application with 
the participation of the 
national karate team 
coach Ali bin Said Al 
Shabibi, who holds the 
Asian classification as a 
coach, along with 325 
Asian-ranked coaches 
representing 29 countries 
from the member coun-
tries of the Asian Karate 
Federation.

Mansour al Sultan, 
Chairman of Asian 
Referees Committee and 
member of International 
Referees Committee, lec-
tured about the kumite 
and kata rules and the 
recent amendments. 
Major General Nasser al 
Razooqi, AKF President 
and Vice-President of 
International Karate 
Federation, and other 
members of the AKF were 
present.

The Oman Karate 
Committee had participat-
ed in the event for the reg-
istration of five Omani ref-
erees who obtained the 
Asian classification. A 
group of players in the 
Sultanate will participate 
in the players webinar in 
kata and kumite on 
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MUSCAT:  The Oman 
Football Association (OFA) 
announced that the board 
resolution on all the remain-
ing domestic competitions 
for the footballing season 
2019-2020 is linked with the 
upcoming decisions of the 
Supreme Committee deal-
ing with COVID-19. 

The OFA board meeting 
which was held on Sunday 
at OFA headquarters in Seeb 
Stadium and chaired by 
Salim al Wahaibi, OFA 
Chairman, in presence of all 
the members, also discussed 
the preparation of the 
Annual General Meeting 
which is scheduled to take 
place on September 19. The 

preparatory programme of 
Oman national team was 
another item on the agenda.

Board discussed a revised 
plan for the joint qualifica-
tion of the Fifa 2022 World 
Cup and 2023 AFC Asian 
Cup after the qualifying 
matches were moved to  
2021. The OFA said on their 
twitter channel that the 

board will have another 
meeting very soon in this 
regard. 

The OFA chairman met 
Omantel League represent-
atives on July 1 and agreed 
to continue the season with 
the three remaining match-
es of top-tier domestic 
league as per the previous 
confirmation issued by OFA 

board in mid March.  
Before the sporting sea-

son stopped in the Sultanate 
in mid of March, Seeb were 
topping Omantel League by 
50 points while Dhofar were 
placed second with 45 points. 
At the bottom of the league 
table order, Mirbat are con-
firmed of their relegation to 
the first division league 
while Al Oruba and Oman 
Club are positioned in the 
12th and 13th positions 
respectively. In the HM Cup, 
the second leg matches of 
the semifinals and the final 
are still to be played. Ibri 
beat Al Oruba 2-1 in the first 
leg of the semifinal while the 
match between Al Nahda 
and Dhofar ended in a 1-1 
draw.

SOUTHAMPTON: Pakistan 
claimed the wicket of 
opener Rory Burns for a 
duck on Sunday to leave 
England seven for one in 
their first innings at lunch 
on day four as rain once 
again interrupted the sec-
ond Test at the Rose Bowl 
that is meandering 
towards a tame draw.

England had earlier 
bowled out the tourists 

for 236, with top-scorer 
Mohammad Rizwan (72) 
being the last Pakistani 
batsman to be dismissed 
on a day when a little over 
an hour of play was possi-
ble due to rain.

Burns was caught at 
second slip by Asad 
Shafiq off the bowling of 
Shaheen Afridi as the 
tourists produced prodi-
gious movement with the 

new ball under the heavy 
skies.

It was another failure 
for the left-hander in the 
series after he managed 
scores of four and 10 in 
the first test.

Dom Sibley (2 not out) 
and Zak Crawley (5 not 
out) survived to the end of 

the fifth over before play 
was halted.

Pakistan had resumed 
on 223 for nine, the first 
play possible since just 
before 5pm on Friday 
afternoon, with Rizwan 
flashing his bat in an 
attempt to score quick 
runs. — Reuters
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OFA to wait for Supreme Committee 

decision for season resumption 
A D I L  A L  B A L U S H I 

BURNS FALLS EARLY 
AS RAIN RULES IN 

SECOND TEST



www.omanobserver.om  MONDAY, AUGUST 17, 2020  17

SPORTS

LY O N  C O A C H  G A R C I A 
H A I L S  T E A M  S P I R I T

LISBON:  Olympique 
Lyonnais striker 
Moussa Dembele 
conceded he was 
disappointed to start on 
the bench in the 
Champions League 
quarterfinal against 
Manchester City but was 
thrilled to be the hero 
and seal his side a place 
in the last four.

Named as a substitute 
by coach Rudi Garcia, 
who chose Memphis 
Depay and Karl Toko 
Ekambi up front instead, 
the 24-year-old Dembele 
scored shortly after 
coming on in the 75th 
minute and then 
wrapped up the 3-1 win 
three minutes from 
time.

His goals prompted 
wild scenes on the 
streets of Lyon on 
Saturday as fans 
gathered in the city 
centre, dancing and 
lighting flares to 
celebrate their victory 
over pre-match 
favourites City.

“It was a complicated 
game against a very 
great team. For a player, 
there is always a little bit 
of sadness to start on 
the bench, but I made a 
difference,” Dembele 
told French television.

“We made the promise 
to give everything. The 
spirit of the group has 
changed, we know that 
we are a great team.”

— Reuters

DEMBELE 
SHOCKS CITY

NEW DELHI: Former India 
Test opener Chetan 
Chauhan, who forged a 
prolific opening partnership 
with Sunil Gavaskar, has 
died aged 73 from 
coronavirus, his brother 
said on Sunday.

Chauhan, who tested 
positive last month, was put 
on ventilator support at a 
hospital in Gurgaon, but his 
condition worsened after he 
suffered multiple organ 
failure.

He is one of the highest-
profile figures to die from 
the disease in India, which is 
the world’s third-most 
infected nation with more 
than 2.5 million cases and 
almost 50,000 deaths.

“He had tested negative but 
then the reports came 
positive again,” brother 
Pushpendra Chauhan said.

After playing 40 Tests for 
India, Chauhan switched to 
politics and was a minister 
in the northern state of Uttar 
Pradesh as a member of the 
ruling Bharatiya Janata 
Party.

Born July 21, 1947, the right-
hander scored 2,084 runs 
and shared 10 century 
partnerships with his more 
illustrious teammate 
Gavaskar.

He failed to score a Test 
century, with 97 his highest-
ever innings.

In 179 first-class matches, 
he accumulated 11,143 runs, 
earning a reputation for his 
solid defence and 
doggedness. — AFP

NEW DELHI: Former India 
all-rounder Suresh Raina has 
joined ex-skipper Mahendra 
Singh Dhoni in quitting 
international cricket, the 
33-year-old said in a statement 
on Sunday.

Minutes after Dhoni 
announced his retirement on 
Instagram on Saturday, Raina 
posted a message on the 
same platform, saying “With 
my heart full of pride, I choose 
to join you in this journey.”

The Indian cricket board 
issued a statement on 
Saturday confirming Dhoni’s 
retirement but there was no 
official word on Raina.

“With a lot of mixed feelings, 
I’m able to make this 
announcement of my 
retirement,” Raina, who made 
his India debut in a one-day 
match in Sri Lanka in 2005, 
said on Sunday.

“I had multiple surgeries, 
setbacks and moments when 
I felt that this is it... It’s been an 
incredible ride...”

A fluent left-handed 
batsman and a handy off-
spinner, Raina played 18 Tests 
but impressed more in 
limited-overs cricket, where 
his agile fielding made him an 
asset.

Raina played 226 ODIs for 
India, his last being in 2018 in 
England. He scored nearly 
8,000 international runs, 
having scored a century in all 
three formats.

“Congratulations Suresh on 
a wonderful career...” batting 
great Sachin Tendulkar 
tweeted. — Reuters

Former India 
Test opener 
Chauhan 
dies of 
coronavirus

Raina 
follows 
Dhoni into 
retirement
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ENDS JOURNEY WITH 
ENIGMA INTACT

NEW DELHI: The crestfallen 
look on Mahendra Singh Dhoni’s 
face was beamed across the 
subcontinent as the then 
23-year-old — his silky black 
mane cascading on his broad 
shoulders — appeared gutted 
after a nightmarish 
international debut in 2004.

Dhoni had fallen for a first ball 
duck in Chittagong, and in the 
cruellest of manner — run out.

For much of the next decade-
and-half, Dhoni subjected rivals 
to such agonies — from behind 
the stumps, with the bat, and as 
a shrewd captain of a highly 
successful team.

Three and half months after 
that forgettable debut, Dhoni 
announced his arrival with a 
breath-taking 148 off 123 balls 
against Pakistan in 
Visakhapatnam.

He wielded the willow like a 
mace and his batting was less 
technique and more 
pyrotechnic.

He did not have the steely 
defence of a Rahul Dravid or the 
silken touch of a VVS Laxman 
but Dhoni made up with his 
muscular ingenuity.

He converted the yorker into 
a scoring opportunity with his 
trademark ‘helicopter shot’, a 
culmination of violent 
convulsions involving his arm, 
wrists and torso.

Dhoni wrote his own keeping 
manual too, barely moving his 
hands sideways before 
gathering the ball and rather 
thrusting them down to pull off 
electric stumpings.

His biggest legacy, however, 
would be as India’s ‘Captain 
Cool’ who was also one of one-
day cricket’s greatest 
finishers.

Dhoni is the only captain to 
win all ICC trophies — T20 
World Cup in 2007, 
50-overs World Cup in 2011 
and Champions 
Trophy in 2013. Under 
him, India also 
became the top 
ranked Test nation 
in 2009.

And he led a 
cricket-mad 
nation of 1.3 
billion with ice 
in his veins. 

— Reuters

DHONI IS THE ONLY CAPTAIN 

TO WIN ALL ICC TROPHIES — 

T20 WORLD CUP IN 2007, 

50-OVERS WORLD CUP  

IN 2011 AND  

CHAMPIONS TROPHY  

IN 2013
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Oman-based needle 
painter creates 

hand embroidered 
masterpieces

Embroidery, in all its forms has stood the test 
of time and this beautiful and intricate method 

of embellishing fabric continues to be an art 
form that attracts attention and awe. Artist 

Lina Ibrahim Mustafa pursues the art for the 
joy it brings to people ... p20

Remove masks, celebrate free-
dom: fashion grannies return 
to Beijing street “catwalk” 

Rundown Sudan National 
Museum to get face-lift 

21 22



Every artist needs a can-
vas and Lina Ibrahim 
Mustafa, chose fabric. 
Influenced by her 

Palestinian roots, and her expe-
riences Lina creates strikingly 
beautiful embroidery using silk 
threads and satin ribbons. 

She took to the needle as a 
young child and created her 
first embroidered work when 
she was only in fifth grade. She 
reminisces, “by the time I was 
in eighth grade, I had devel-
oped a steady hand. I embroi-
dered a pillow cover for my 
mother using the art of Tatreez, 
a special style of cross-stitch-
ing which is used in traditional 
Palestinian embroidery.” 

Embroidery, in all its forms 
has stood the test of time and 
this beautiful and intricate 
method of embellishing fabric 
continues to be an art form 
that attracts attention and awe. 

An unmistakable symbol of 

tradition and history, examples 
of embroidery have been found 
at various archaeological exca-
vations dating back to at least 
the second millennium BC. 

It is a skill that has been dili-
gently developed and nurtured 
by different cultures, each one 
contributing its own unique set 
of colours, distinct techniques, 
patterns and stories.  

The types of stitches, fabrics, 
pictorial representations and 
decorative elements, like 
beads and pearls to silk and 
sequins, differ vastly from 
region to region. 

When Lina moved to Jordan, 
she was deeply inspired by the 
beautiful embroidery made 
using ribbons. “I saw ribbon 
embroidered products at 
Jordan’s Souk Jara and I just 
knew in my heart that this was 
something that I wanted to try. 
I felt that ribbon embroidery 
was almost like weaving a kind 
of magic, that turns a piece of 
fabric into breathtaking pieces 
of art. The shine of the satin 

and silk ribbons 
add to the magi-
cal effect. It looks 
difficult to do, but all it 
needs is patience and 
time and the end result can be 
very rewarding.”

Professionally trained as a 
pharmacist with a speciali-
zation in Regulatory Affairs, 
Lina moved to Muscat in 
2011 and spend six years in 
Salalah before moving to 
Muscat in 2017. 

“In Salalah I attended classes 
to further strengthen my pas-
sion for embroidery and tailor-
ing. I find that embroidery real-
ly helps me to relax and 
destress.” Lina is passionate 
and meticulous about her work. 

“There have been times that I 
have been so focused on com-
pleting my patterns that I find 
myself unable to leave the hoop, 
it’s almost like an addiction. I 
have been fortunate to have 
the support of my husband and 
children. They encouraged me 
to make embroidered hoops 

which I began 
gifting to fam-
ily and 
friends.” 

K n o w i n g 
that her work 

brings joy to peo-
ple infuses her 

with an indescriba-
ble feeling that she can-

not put in words. 
“The hugely positive response 

that I got gave me the impetus 
to widen my horizons and I 
now take commissions from 
those who want to own and dis-
play my hand embroidered 
pieces. I am thrilled when I see 
the happiness of people as they 
uncover the packaging and see 
the final product. I think people 
appreciate hand embroidery 
not only for its beauty but also 
for the time involved to create 
it.” In the near future, she plans 
to teach embroidery as she 
believes that even novices can 
create elegant floral arrange-
ments and beautiful patterns 
with some simple stitches. 

Lina’s work is displayed on 
her Instagram account @
Lollary95 and on her facebook 
page https://www.facebook.
com/Lollary9/

Oman-based needle 
painter creates 
hand embroidered 
masterpieces
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FOUR FAMOUS amateur model 
grandmothers took off their 
masks during a saunter down 
the streets of Beijing on 
Thursday to demonstrate life 
returning to normal as the 
COVID-19 pandemic eases.

Glamma Beijing, a group of 
four women who met during a 
modelling training course 
after retiring 20 years ago, 
became an internet sensation 

in China last year.
A 15-second video of them 

walking in Sanlitun, one of 
Beijing’s busiest shopping dis-
tricts, wearing traditional qipao 
dresses and over-sized dan-
gling fringe earrings, was 
viewed more than 50 million 
times in a day, according to 
local media.

Since then, Lin Wei, Wang 
Xinghuo, Sun Yang and Wang 

Nianwen, all aged over 60, have 
enjoyed dressing up and per-
forming in videos on short-vid-
eo platform Douyin for likes.

“Your life is grey if you are 
always afraid of ageing and 
death,” said Lin Wei, 64, explain-
ing her philosophy on growing 
older and enthusiasm for don-
ning stylish clothes and makeup.

“You are old, you have wrin-
kles, you don’t have too much 
energy, or your figure becomes 
baggy. But this is something 
you can’t go against, so you 
need to face it with positivity.”

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, when the group had 
to stay indoors, they reverted 
to creating videos about their 
lifestyle. They now have more 
than a million followers on 
Douyin.

On Thursday, the stylish 
grannies, as they call them-
selves in Mandarin, turned 
heads as they walked in fig-
ure-hugging qipaos down a 
street like a catwalk, in 
Beijing’s central business dis-
trict of Guomao.

“Beauty is in all ages,” said 
Liu Jing, a passer-by. “You 
can be young and stylish, or 
feminine. And you can also 
be elegant just like these 
grannies.”— Reuters

Remove masks, 
celebrate 
freedom: fashion 
grannies return 
to Beijing street 
“catwalk” 

‘Dream destination’ 
cafes offer taste 
of paradise in 
blockaded Gaza 
strip 

Mediterranean waves crash 
below patrons snacking on 
freshly-caught fish at the 
“Maldive Gaza” cafe, offering a 
glimpse of paradise to 
Palestinians confined to the 
blockaded strip.

The new three-storey res-
taurant, protruding 15 metres 
over the rocky shoreline, also 
features the tropical juice 
drinks typical of the distant 
Indian ocean island after which 
it is named. Many of Gaza’s 2 
million Palestinians have never 
left the 360 sq km (140 sq mile) 
enclave, which Israel and Egypt 
have largely blockaded for 
years citing security concerns 
over its Islamist rulers Hamas.

“The people of Gaza can’t go 
to the Maldives, so we said to 
ourselves: Why don’t we bring 
the Maldives to them?” said 
Emad Al-Bayya, co-owner of 
the cafe, which seats 1,200 and 
which he hopes to expand. 

It is one of several new sea-
side cafes bearing the names 
of dream travel destinations, 
Marbella, Dubai and Sharm el-
Sheikh among them.

They offer a brief window onto 
a more exotic life to people “who 
have been subject to wars, pres-
sures and blockades”, said Rola 
Al-Agha, one of hundreds of 
patrons packed into “Maldive 
Gaza” on a pleasantly breezy 
evening last week. —Reuters
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SUDAN NATIONAL Museum, 
which houses thousands of price-
less antiquities dating back millen-
nia, is to be closed for lengthy 
renovations after years of neglect, 
its director said.

The museum, which opened in 
the 1970s, is home to more than 
2,700 objects including some dat-
ing back to the Paleolithic period 
and important pieces from the 
ancient Egyptian Pharaonic dynas-
ties and from Nubian culture.

“All these pieces are originals, 
apart from a few statues which 
are copies because the originals 
are in the Kerma museum” in the 
country’s Northern state, said 
Haitem el-Nour, new director of 
the national corporation of antiq-
uities and museums.

A grant of a $1 million has been 
put up by the Italian Agency for 
Development Cooperation to fund 
the works, which will be carried 
out under the supervision of 
UNESCO.

“This is coming at the right time 
as the building really needs to be 
renovated as well as the display 
cases,” said Nour.

The museum will close on 
September 1, with the renovations 
to be finished by either late next 
year or early 2022.

The irreplacable items have 
been left collecting dust in the 
building for years, with no air-

conditioning to protect them 
from the scorching Sudanese 
temperatures.

Now they will have to be care-
fully removed from the building 
and placed into underground 
storage to protect them from 
light before the work begins.

When the museum reopens, 
Nour hopes to be able to put on 
display some other treasures 
which have been uncovered over 
the past decade and never shown 
to the public.

He also hopes the new museum 
will encourage tourism in the 
country, which has embarked on 
a new path since last year shak-
ing off 30 years of iron-fisted 
rule under dictator Omar al-
Bashir.—AFP

Rundown Sudan 
National Museum 

to get face-lift 
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The museum, 
which opened in 

the 1970s, is home 
to more than 2,700 
objects including 

some dating back to 
the Paleolithic period 
and important pieces 

from the ancient 
Egyptian Pharaonic 
dynasties and from 

Nubian culture


