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MUSCAT: A joint statement was 
issued by the Sultanate of Oman 
and the Kingdom of Bahrain on 
the visit of His Majesty Sultan 
Haitham bin Tarik to the Kingdom 
of Bahrain, reading as follows:

“In response to a cherished in-
vitation from King Hamad bin 
Issa Al Khalifa of the Kingdom 
of Bahrain, His Majesty Sultan 
Haitham bin Tarik made a visit 
to the Kingdom of Bahrain from 
24 to 25 October 2022.

In an atmosphere of amity and 
fraternity embodying the depth of 
historical relations between Oman 
and Bahrain and their peoples, an 
offi  cial session of talks was held by 
His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin 
Tarik, Sultan of Oman, and King 
Hamad bin Issa Al Khalifa of the 
Kingdom of Bahrain, in the pres-
ence of Prince Salman bin Hamad 
Al Khalifa, Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister.

The two sides explored the 
march of bilateral relations and 
areas of joint cooperation, with a 
view to upgrading them to more 
comprehensive levels to help real-
ise the common goals and meet the 
aspirations of the two peoples.

The two sides also underscored 
the signifi cance of developing joint 
cooperation in economic, com-
mercial and investment fi elds to 
open wider vistas for the engage-
ment of the private sector in the 
two countries, to exchange visits 
of trade delegations and augment 
commercial exchange in a manner 
that generates benefi ts for all.

Agreements
In this context, emphasis was laid 
on the sincere eff orts exerted by 
the Supreme Joint Ministerial 
Committee to consolidate ties of 
fraternity, develop cooperation 
in diff erent spheres and elevate it 
into more comprehensive spheres 
to help meet the aspirations of the 
two countries’ peoples.

The two sides expressed satisfac-
tion with the signing of agreements, 
memoranda of understanding and 
executive programmes in diff er-
ent fi elds, noting that this would 
contribute to the refurbishment of 
cooperation and the enhancement 
of fraternal relations between the 
two countries’ peoples.

Following the keenness of the 
two countries’ leaders to max-
imise the volume of investments 
and expand trade exchange, Oman 
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry and Bahrain Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry inked 
documents to initiate the estab-
lishment of ‘Bahrain-Oman In-
vestment Company’ to serve as a 
cornerstone for streamlined in-
vestment, a meeting point for in-
vestors and a springboard for more 
partnership aimed at generating 
fruitful business among private 
sector enterprises.

The two sides discussed the 
GCC march and the eff orts made 
by member states to consolidate 
cooperation. They stressed the 
need to secure the solidarity of the 
GCC and ensure the collaboration 
of its countries and peoples so that 
they could confront all current 
challenges and realise the GCC 

economic unity.
The two sides expressed their 

aspiration for a positive out-
come from 31st Arab Summit, 
to be held in Algeria early next 
month (November 2022), hoping 
that the summit would enhance 
joint Arab action, protect Arab 
national security and achieve 
the aspirations of Arab peoples 
for more security, growth and 
prosperity.

The two sides discussed the 
latest developments in the re-
gional and international arenas. 
They underlined the importance 
of their joint cooperation and co-
ordination within regional and 
international organisations and 
forums in a way that serves their 
mutual interests, enhances ef-
forts to consolidate the pillars 
of regional security and stability 
and help maintain international 
peace and security. >A4
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HM CONGRATULATES UK PRIME MINISTER HIS MAJESTY THE SULTAN 
GREETS PRESIDENT OF AUSTRIA

ER
MUSCAT:  His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin 
Tarik has sent a cable of congratulations to 
Rishi Sunak on becoming the Prime Minister 
of UK. In the cable, His Majesty expressed his 
sincere sentiments to Prime Minister Sunak, 
wishing him good health, happiness and success 
in carrying out his duties to achieve further 
progress and prosperity. His Majesty also 
wished the relations between the two countries 
and their peoples further development and 
growth.  - ONA

MUSCAT:  His Majesty Sultan Haitham 
bin Tarik has sent a cable of greetings 
to President Dr. Alexander Van der 
Bellen of the Republic of Austria on his 
country’s National Day. In the cable, His 
Majesty the Sultan expressed his sincere 
sentiments and best wishes of good health 
and happiness to President Bellen. His 
Majesty also wished the people of Austria 
further progress and prosperity. - ONA

His Majesty the  

Sultan and King 

of Bahrain held an 

offi  cial session of 
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OMAN
Business rebounds

1
With the end of the 
pandemic, all the sweet 
shop-owners saw a glimmer 

of hope and revival of sales to the 
pre-pandemic level. >A3

OMAN
WhatsApp outage

2
The two-hour WhatsApp 
outage started in Oman 
around 11am. >A6

MARKET
Top-loading station

3
OOMCO and Taif Altmayz 
inked pact for top-loading 
station in Duqm. >B1

T O P  T H R E E  I N S I D E  S T O R I E S

Times/Shabiba inter-school 

mega prelims quiz from today

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Thousands of students 
from over 80 schools will take part 
in the fi nal round of qualifi ers to 
decide the fi nalists of the Times of 
Oman and Shabiba quizzes.

The mega prelims for both the 
Times of Oman Interschool Quiz, 
and its Arabic counterpart, Al Sha-
biba’s Musabakat Bayn Madaris, is 
set to start from Wednesday.

Schools will be fi ghting it out in 
both English and Arabic languages 
to win a seat at the Grand Finals 
which will take place on Friday, 28 
October for English and on 29 Oc-
tober 2022 for Arabic at City Am-
phitheatre, Qurum.

This year, schools from Muscat, 

Seeb, Barka, Suwaiq, Sohar, Ni-
zwa, Jalan, Sur, Buraimi, Salalah, 
Muladha and many more wilayats 
are participating.

Nearly 22 schools are participat-
ing in the quiz for the fi rst time. The 
event which began in 1996, is by 
far the largest educational event in 
Oman. 

The Arabic quiz, Al Shabiba – 
Musabakat Bayn Madaris, was in-
troduced for the fi rst time in Oman 
in 2019 by Orbit.  This year the 
event is being organised and man-
aged by Orbit Events Management 
(part of Orbit Leading Projects 
LLC), an Omani SME. “We are 
truly delighted to see the response 
this year. We have worked tireless-
ly to take Times of Oman/Al Sha-

biba quizzes to an all-Oman level,” 
said Ramesh, CEO of Orbit Events.

The most sought after Quiz 
Master from India, ‘Pick Brain’ 
Giri, who has become synonymous 
with Times of Oman Inter School 
Quiz, arrived in Muscat from India 
on Tuesday evening to conduct the 
English Quiz.

To conduct the Arabic Quiz, a 
dynamic young Omani, Quiz Mas-
ter Faiz Ibrahim Al Mamari was 
introduced in 2019 who won every-
one’s heart. Faiz is a certifi ed coach, 
trainer, author and an award-win-
ning public speaker, with a great 
sense of humour. His stage pres-
ence and chemistry with children 
and audience will make the Arabic 
Quiz dear to all once again.

F I N A L  R O U N D  O F  Q U A L I F I E R S

A5Sayyid Theyazin to 
preside over Oman Youth 
Day ceremony today

OMAN, BAHRAIN KEEN TO SPUR 
INVESTMENTS, EXPAND TRADE

His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik returns home. – ONA
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Partial solar eclipse visible 
in a number of wilayats

Times News Service

MUSCAT: A partial solar eclipse
was visible in a number of wilay-
ats of Oman which many inter-
ested individuals and researchers 
were keen to monitor and watch.

Today, the world, including the 
Sultanate of Oman witnessed a 
partial eclipse of the sun, begin-
ning approximately at 2:40 pm 
and reaching the climax at 3:57 
pm in the Governorate of Muscat, 
the capital of the Sultanate.

In the Wilayat of Salalah, south 
of Oman, the eclipse began at 3:03
pm, reaching its climax at 4:03
pm, in the Wilayat of Nizwa in the
Governorate of Al Dakhiliyah, the
eclipse began at 2:50 pm reach-
ing its climax at 3:57 pm and in the
Wilayat of Sohar, north of the Sul-
tanate, in the Governorate of North
Al Batinah, the eclipse began at 2:45
pm reaching its peak at 3:54 pm.

The duration and timing of 
the eclipse in all wilayats taken
together, lasted from 2:50 pm to

5 pm, approximately two hours, 
peaking at 3:57 pm.

There were no eff ects or chang-
es in the weather conditions after 
the eclipse as this is a routine phe-
nomenon and occurs at intervals. 
It is advised to watch this phe-
nomenon with specially designed 
glasses and in no case it should be 
watched with naked eyes.

It may be mentioned that a so-
lar eclipse occurs when the moon 
blocks the sun either in part or in 
totality, as seen from Earth.

C E L E S T I A L  P H E N O M E N O N

MUSCAT: The Ministry of La-
bour yesterday signed a coopera-
tion programme with the Public 
Authority for Special Economic 
Zones and Free Zones (OPAZ). 

The step seeks to urge invest-
ment projects to contribute more 
actively to the empowerment of 
Omanis to occupy jobs available 
at OPAZ divisions.

The agreement was inked by 
Dr. Mahad Said Ba’owain, Minis-
ter of Labour, and Dr. Ali Masoud 
Al Sunaidi, Chairman of OPAZ.

  -ONA

I N V E S T M E N T  P R O J E C T S

Labour ministry, Opaz sign pact
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Business rebounds 
for sweet shops in 
Oman this Diwali

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Diwali is a festival as-
sociated with lights and sweets.

After a long gap of two years, 
Diwali was celebrated in an at-
mosphere free from COVID-19.

With the end of the pandemic, 
all the sweet shop-owners saw 
a glimmer of hope and revival of 
sales to the pre-pandemic level.

One of the leading shopkeep-
ers in Muscat, Vajihi, owner and 
director of Bombay Sweets & 
Bakery, said: “Thanks to our dear 
customers and their continued 
patronage, we celebrated 31st 

year of our establishment this 
Diwali.”

“I’d like to convey our sincerest 
gratitude and wishes to everyone 
who celebrated this Diwali with 
us. Their support keeps our busi-
ness running,” he added.

“We are seeing green shoots of 
recovery and for local legends like 
Bombay Sweets, the business is 
on road to recovery,” Vajihi said, 
adding that this time they were 
able to hit their sales target, after 
months of planning, monitoring 
and execution.

With the public sentiment 
and economic demand changing 
drastically over the last few years, 
Vajihi said that Diwali is one of 
the most important festivals of the 
year for the sweets industry, and 
“it is extremely vital for us to en-

sure we deliver the best taste, with 
highest quality and best rates.”

With over 50-plus varieties of 
sweets, snacks and savoury op-
tions, Bombay Sweets off ered 
their customers a few other sea-
sonal favourites this Diwali like 
Kaju Katli, Rolls, Bon Bons, Cas-
sattas, Toblers etc., Special Ras 
Malai, Gulab Jamun, etc.

Much to the delight of custom-
ers, they received these mouth-
watering Indian delicacies with 
utmost enthusiasm.

“The hope is to continue with 
the momentum. We strive to de-
liver our best every single day,” 
Vajihi added. And as the year 
comes to a close, we hope many 
other local businesses just like 
theirs see similar progress and 
prosperity.

With the end of the

pandemic, all the

sweet shop-owners

saw a glimmer of 

hope and revival of

sales to the 

pre-pandemic level
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HM the Sultan returns home

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik returned home
on Tuesday evening after conclud-
ing an offi  cial two-day visit to the
Kingdom of Bahrain in response
to an invitation from King Hamad
bin Issa Al Khalifa of Bahrain.

Sayyid Fahd
His Majesty the Sultan was re-
ceived at the Royal Airport by 
HH Sayyid Fahd bin Mahmoud
Al Said, Deputy Prime Minister
for the Council of Ministers, HH
Sayyid Asa’ad bin Tarik Al Said,

Deputy Prime Minister for Inter-
national Relations and Coopera-
tion Aff airs, Personal Representa-
tive of His Majesty the Sultan, HH
Sayyid Theyazin bin Haitham Al
Said, Minister of Culture, Sports
and Youth, Sheikh Abdulmalik
bin Abdullah Al Khalili, Chair-
man of the State Council, Khalid
bin Hilal Al Ma’awali, Chairman of 
Shura Council, Nasr bin Hamoud
Al Kindi, Secretary General of the
Royal Court Aff airs, Dr. Madiha 
bint Ahmed Al Shaibani, Minister
of Education, Lt.Gen Hassan bin
Mohsin Al Shuraiqi, Inspector
General of Police and Customs,
Lt.Gen Said bin Ali Al Hilali, Head
of the Internal Security Service,
Dr. Hilal bin Ali Al Sabti, Minister
of Health, Vice Admiral Abdul-
lah bin Khamis Al Raisi, Chief of 
Staff  of the Sultan’s Armed Forces
(SAF), Maj.Gen Mattar bin Salim
Al Balushi, Commander of the
Royal Army of Oman (RAO), Air
Vice Marshal Khamis bin Ham-
mad Al Ghafri, Commander of the

Royal Air Force of Oman (RAFO),
Rear Admiral Saif bin Nasser Al
Rahbi, Commander of the Royal
Navy of Oman (RNO), Maj.Gen
Musallam bin Mohammed bin Ta-
man Jaaboub, Commander of the
Sultan’s Special Force (SSF).

Offi  cial delegation
His Majesty the Sultan was ac-
companied during the visit by a 
high ranking offi  cial delegation
comprising HH Sayyid Shihab bin
Tarik Al Said, Deputy Prime Min-
ister for Defence Aff airs, Sayyid
Khalid bin Hilal Al Busaidi, Min-
ister of the Diwan of Royal Court,
Gen. Sultan bin Mohammed Al
Nu’amani, Minister of the Royal
Offi  ce, Sayyid Hamoud bin Faisal
Al Busaidi, Minister of Interior,
Sayyid Badr bin Hamad Al Bu-
saidi, Foreign Minister, Sultan
bin Salim Al Habsi, Minister of Fi-
nance and Sayyid Faisal bin Hareb
Al Busaidi, Ambassador of the Sul-
tanate of Oman to the Kingdom of 
Bahrain.— ONA

His Majesty was on 

an offi  cial two-day 

visit to the Kingdom 

of Bahrain

Oman and Bahrain discuss 

regional security, stability
The two sides also

expressed their keen-
ness to advance eff orts
aimed at consolidat-

ing the values of tolerance and
peaceful coexistence among 
countries of the world in a man-
ner that realises security, peace
and prosperity for all peoples of 
the world in implementation of 
the principles of the UN Charter 
and the International Law.

They stressed the need to reach
a fair and comprehensive solu-
tion to the Palestinian cause—a 
solution that achieves the le-
gitimate rights of the Palestinian
people for the establishment of a 
Palestinian state, with East Jeru-
salem as its capital, based on the
Two-State Solution and related
international resolutions and the
Arab Peace Initiative.

The two sides also underscored
the signifi cance of pursuing the
UN eff orts to achieve a perma-
nent and comprehensive truce in
the Republic of Yemen and reach
a political solution to the Yem-

eni crisis in accordance with ap-
proved international measures in 
a manner that ensures the secu-
rity, stability and unity of Yemen 
and achieves the aspirations of 
Yemeni people for security, sta-
bility and development.

The two sides expressed their
keenness on joint action to 
maintain regional security and 
foster cooperation towards pro-
tecting the freedom of naviga-
tion and international trade and 
combating terrorism, and ter-

rorism fi nancing and fanaticism.
His Majesty Sultan Haitham

bin Tarik voiced his thanks and 
gratitude to King Hamad bin 
Issa Al Khalifa of Bahrain, for the 
hospitality accorded to him. He 
wished the Kingdom of Bahrain 
further progress and prosper-
ity under the wise leadership of 
King Hamad. His Majesty the 
Sultan also invited King Hamad 
to visit Oman, an invitation that 
was greatly welcomed by the 
King of Bahrain.” - ONA

B I L A T E R A L  R E L A T I O N S
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Fruitful talks held between HM the Sultan, Bahrain King
MANAMA: Ali bin Saleh Al 
Saleh, Bahrain’s Chairman of Shu-
ra Council has said that bilateral 
talks between His Majesty Sul-
tan Haitham bin Tarik and King 
Hamad bin Issa Al Khalifa of Bah-
rain, incarnate the deep-rooted 
historical ties and the monarchs’ 
joint vision for the enhancement 
of development and prosperity of 
the two nations.

The two countries’ signing a 

number of agreements, memo-
randa of understanding and ex-
ecutive programmes affi  rm their 
resolve to go ahead with accom-
plishments in economic, politi-
cal, investment, educational and 
health fi elds, among other areas, 
and realize the aspirations of their 
people’s interests and ties of kin-
ship, Al Saleh added.

He pointed out that “The bless-
ed visit of His Majesty the Sultan 

refl ects the high status of bilateral
relations, which keep gaining im-
petus and bringing the two nations
closer to each other”.

Historic visit
The historic visit of His Majesty 
Sultan Haitham will open wider
vistas for the two nations and ex-
pand the scope of commercial and
investment cooperation, said the
Chairman of the Shura Council.

“The legislative authority took 
keen interest on utilizing parlia-
mentary diplomacy and strength-
ening parliamentary relations 
with the Sultanate of Oman, be-
sides emphasizing the principles 
of consultation and coordination, 
notably at global parliamentary 
events where a spirit of fraternity 
and cooperation prevails,” said 
Al Saleh at the conclusion of his 
statement. -ONA

V I S I T
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His Majesty visits Bahrain 

Economic Development Board

MANAMA: His Majesty Sultan 
Haitham bin Tarik on Tuesday 
visited Bahrain Economic De-
velopment Board (Bahrain EDB) 
as part of his offi  cial visit to the 
Kingdom of Bahrain.

Upon the arrival of His Maj-
esty the Sultan at the premises 
of Bahrain EDB, he was received 
by Prince Salman bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa, Crown Prince, Prime 
Minister and Chairman of the 
Economic Development Board. 
His Majesty the Sultan was also 
received by Bahraini ministers 

and senior offi  cials of Bahrain 
EDB. The Crown Prince of Bah-
rain welcomed His Majesty the 
Sultan and the accompanying 
delegation.

Then, His Majesty the Sultan 
watched a visual display on the 
Bahrain Economic Development 
Board presented by Sheikh Sal-
man bin Khalifa Al Khalifa, Bah-
rain’s Minister of Finance and 
National Economy, who outlined 
the roles of the Board in enhanc-
ing the performance of the Bah-
raini economy.

The presentation highlighted 
the relentless eff orts exerted 
by Bahrain EDB in promoting 
the portfolio of Bahrain at vari-
ous global markets and attract-
ing investment opportunities to 
achieve Bahrain Economic Vi-
sion 2030.

His Majesty the Sultan com-
mended the eff orts made by those 
in charge of the Bahrain Econom-
ic Development Board. He wished 
the leadership of the Kingdom of 
Bahrain success in realising the 
nation’s aspirations. — ONA

V I S U A L  D I S P L A Y  P R E S E N T E D 

Sayyid Theyazin to patronise 
Omani Youth Day ceremony
MUSCAT: His Highness Sayyid 
Theyazin bin Haitham Al Said, 
Minister of Culture, Sports and 
Youth, will preside over the in-
auguration of Youth Centre Fa-
cilities and the announcement of 
winners in the Youth Excellence 
Contest launched by the ministry 
in September 2022.

The event marks Omani Youth 
Day, which falls on 26 October 
every year.

The celebration refl ects the at-
tention accorded to Omani youth, as 
proclaimed earlier in a Royal speech 
by His Majesty Sultan Haitham 
bin Tarik, who said: “Youth are the 
wealth of nations and their inex-
haustible resource. They are the 
hands that build. They are the na-
tions’ present and future, and we are 
keen to listen to them to perceive 
their needs, interests and aspira-
tions. They will undoubtedly receive 
the attention that they deserve.”

The ceremony includes the 
opening of halls and integrated 
facilities that provide services for
young people in various cultural, 
artistic and technical fi elds such

as photography, music, painting, 
emerging technologies, studios 
and laboratories equipped with 
the latest equipment.

The facilities also include 
training and multi-purpose halls, 
specialised paper and electronic 

books, Braille books for visually 
impaired persons and a Creative 
Industries Incubator, which was 
established in cooperation with 
the Authority for Small and Me-
dium Enterprises Development 
(ASMED). — ONA

O P E N I N G  O F  N E W  Y O U T H  C E N T R E
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Rishi Sunak takes 
over as UK PM, Truss 
gives final speech

LONDON: Rishi Sunak became 
become Britain’s Prime Minister 
on Tuesday, replacing Liz Truss, 
who announced her resignation 
last week.

Sunak was appointed to the po-
sition after an audience with King 
Charles III in Buckingham Palace.

During his speech at No 10 
Downing St, Sunak said “mis-
takes were made” by the previous 
government and pledged to bring 
about stability in the face of a 
“profound economic crisis.”

Sunak said that he would put 

the public’s needs above politics 
and work to restore trust in Brit-
ain’s government.

Liz Truss gives fi nal speech
In a fi nal, short speech as prime 

minister, Truss said that it was a 
“huge honor” to the lead the UK 
during the mourning period for 
Queen Elizabeth II and the acen-
sion of the king.

“We need to take advantage of 

our Brexit freedoms to do things 
diff erently. This means delivering 
more freedom for our own citi-
zens and restoring power for our 
democratic institutions,” Truss 
said. She also mentioned the need 
to lower taxes to support growth. 
Her scrapped plan for unfunded 
tax cuts had sent the UK economy 
into further turmoil amidst soar-
ing infl ation.

“Our country continues to bat-
tle through a storm. But I believe 
in Britain. I believe in the British 
people. And I know that brighter 
days lie ahead,” Truss said. She 
wished Sunak “every success.”

How did Rishi Sunak rise 
to power?
Sunak became the leader of the 
Conservative Party after Penny 
Mordaunt failed to secure enough 
nominations from party lawmakers.

In the leadership race that saw 
Truss come to power, Sunak had 
been the second in the running for 
the PM’s offi  ce.

Sunak is the fi rst person of 
color and the fi rst Hindu to be-
come British Prime Minister. -ANI

Sunak was

appointed as the

Prime Minister after

an audience with 

King Charles III at 

Buckingham Palace

People relieved as 
WhatsApp is back
Times News Service

MUSCAT : For nearly two hours, 
everyone felt he was handicapped 
in communicating with others. 
Frantic calls to friends, shutdown 
and restart of phones and check-
ing Twitter updates — these were 
the methods used to fi nd out what 
went wrong as popular messaging 
service WhatsApp got disrupted 
across the globe and in Oman as 
well, on Tuesday.

The outage started in Oman 
around 11am and was restored 
gradually by 1pm with users com-
plaining of glitches even after 1pm. 
It was only later that it normalised 
fully.

It is said to be the longest-ever 
outage of the messaging app.

A spokesperson of Meta, which 
owns WhatsApp, besides Face-
book and Instagram, was quoted 
by a news agency saying: “We 
know people had trouble send-
ing messages on WhatsApp today. 
We’ve fi xed the issue and apologise 
for any inconvenience.”

However, the spokesperson did 
not elaborate on the reason(s) for 
the disruption.

During the outage, most reports 
said the messages were not going 
through, while others mentioned 
server disconnection or the app 
crashing altogether.

Besides Oman, users in India, 
WhatsApp’s biggest market in 

terms of user base, also posted on 
Twitter and other platforms about 
the WhatsApp being stuck at “con-
necting”. It was down for users 
across the UK, the BBC reported.

Over 2 billion users rely on 
WhatsApp for communication 
and payments.

A meme fest with the hashtag 
#WhatsAppDown began on Twit-
ter and other platforms. Many us-
ers said they fi rst thought their 
internet service was the problem.
It was the fi rst such global outage 
since last year.

The outage once again exposed 
the huge reliance of people on this 
popular messaging service and 
many had a sense of being “crip-
pled” in interacting or chatting 
with their friends or sending mes-
sages, forcing most of them to use 
phones to interact.

G L O B A L  D I S R U P T I O N

BERLIN: German sportswear gi-
ant Adidas said on Tuesday that it 
terminated its partnership with 
the controversial American rap-
per Kanye West.

The celebrity — known formal-
ly as Ye — recently made a slew of 
antisemitic remarks, triggering 
widespread outrage and resulting 
in his accounts on Twitter and In-

stagram being restricted.
The company said in a state-

ment that it “does not tolerate an-
tisemitism and any other sort of 
hate speech.” DW

P A R T N E R S H I P  S E V E R E D

Oman in tough group in Arabian Gulf Cup 

Times News  Service

MUSCAT: Two-time champi-
ons Oman have been pooled in a 
tough group at next year’s 25th
Arabian Gulf Cup after the tour-
nament’s draw was held in Basra,
Iraq, on Tuesday.    

Oman have been pooled in
Group A that includes fancied

Saudi Arabia, hosts Iraq and 
Yemen. Group B comprises Asian 
Cup champions Qatar, holders 
Bahrain, Kuwait and UAE. 

The eight participating teams
will vie for the coveted title from
January 6 to 19, 2023.

The Oman delegation at the 
draw ceremony was repre-
sented by Qutaiba al Ghailani, 

Oman Football Association 
(OFA) board member, Maqbool 
al Balushi, national team man-
ager, Salah al Araimi from the 
national teams department and 
Younis al Ghafri from the media 
section. 

Qatar Football Association 
(QFA) president and chairman 
of Arab Gulf Cup Football Fed-

eration (AGCFF) Sheikh Hamad 
bin Khalifa bin Ahmed Al Thani, 
Iraq’s Minister of Youth and 
Sports Adnan Dirjal, Governor of 
Basra AsaadAbdulameer Al Ei-
dani, AGCFF secretary-general 
Jassim Al Rumaihi and other 
representatives of the participat-
ing nations attended the draw 
ceremony.

D R A W  I N  I R A Q
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White House hosts biggest 
Diwali reception ever
WASHINGTON: White House
on Monday hosted the biggest
Diwali reception ever on Monday 
which also saw the presence of 
several Indian Americans from
the Biden administration.

“We are honoured to host you.
This is the fi rst Diwali reception
of this scale in the White House
ever to be held. We have more
Asian Americans than ever before
in history and we want to thank
you for making the Diwali cele-
bration a joyous part of American
culture,” US President Joe Biden
said during a reception to cel-
ebrate Diwali at the White House.
Wishing a happy Diwali to more
than one billion Hindus, Jains,
Sikhs, and Buddhists celebrating 
this Festival of Lights in the Unit-
ed States, India, and around the
world, Biden thanked the Asian
American community in the
US for making the Diwali celebra-
tion a joyous part of American
culture.

“As we host the offi  cial White
House Diwali reception, we are
honoured to light the diya sur-
rounded by members of the
most diverse Administration in
American history--led by Vice
President Kamala Harris, the fi rst
Black American and South Asian
American to become Vice Presi-
dent.”

Biden thanked for the opti-
mism, courage, and empathy 
demonstrated by the incred-
ible South Asian community all
across America.

“Together, South Asian Ameri-
cans refl ect the soul of who we are
as a nation, whether helping us
emerge stronger from this pan-
demic, building an economy that
works for everyone, or serving 
and protecting our communities
and our country.”

As the world celebrates this
gathering of light, he said, “as
this community has experienced
too often--that there is always
darkness lurking. American his-
tory has been a constant struggle
between the American ideal that
we are all created equal and the

harsh reality that we have never
fully lived up to it. By marking the
victory of light over darkness, Di-
wali is a reminder that each of us
has the power to bring light to the
world, whether here in America 
or around the world.”

“With prayers, dances, fi re-
works, and sweets, Biden said
may all who observe Diwali en-
joy the chance to celebrate and
connect, to feel the pride of the
community, and to remember the
power in the gathering of light.”

Moreover, US vice-president
Kamala Harris also delivered re-
marks from the White House on
the occasion of Diwali celebra-
tions. She said, “White House is
the people’s house and together
our president and fi rst lady have
made this place where every 
American can celebrate their
honour and tradition.”

Tonight, Vice President Har-
ris said, the Biden administration
joins over 1 billion people around
the world to light the ‘Diya’ and
celebrate the fi ght for good over
evil, knowledge over ignorance
and light over darkness.

Moreover, First Lady Jill Biden
praised the Asian American com-
munity in the US for “helping us
light our way forward.”

“With persistence, with faith,

with love, I am grateful that today 
these diyas have guided you to
this home. A home that belongs to
all of you,” the fi rst lady said.

Diwali is an auspicious festival 
that symbolizes the triumph of 
good over evil. Spectacular lights,
fi recrackers, irresistible tradi-
tional sweets and exchanging 
gifts mark the festival.

While, the Hindus celebrate 
this festival to commemorate the
homecoming of Lord Rama after
14 year-long years in exile and
his victory over Ravana, for the
people of Jain faith, this festival
carries the essence of spiritual
upliftment because it marks the
achievement of Nirvana or Mok-
sha by Mahavira, the last Tirt-
hankara.

Diwali is popularly known as 
the “festival of lights” and is ob-
served incessantly for fi ve days
that kicks off  in late Ashwin and 
concludes in the early Kartika 
month according to the lunisolar
Hindu calendar.

Each day of the festival is asso-
ciated with six diff erent principal
stories. In North India, worship-
ping of Lord Ganesha and Lak-
shmi, the goddess of wealth, is an
important part of Diwali that sig-
nifi es the welcoming of prosper-
ity and wealth. ANI

D I W A L I  B A S H
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Quote of the Day

“I’ve only played a 
handful of games
really at the MCG,
but yeah, an amazing 
stadium. Obviously
to get out there and 
be on the World Cup 
stage [vs Afghanistan 
on Wednesday] is 
going to be pretty
special as well.”

TRENT BOULT,

NEW ZEALAND PACER

Points table

Team P    W L N/R  T PTS NRR

New Zealand 1 1 0 0 0 +4.450 2

England 1 1 0 0 0 +0.620 2

Sri Lanka 2 1 1 0 0 +0.450 2

Australia 2 1 1 0 0 -1.555 2

Afghanistan 1 0 1 0 0 -0.620 0

Ireland 1 0 1 0 0 -2.467 0

Team P    W L N/R  T PTS NRR

Bangladesh 1 1 0 0 0 +0.450 2

India 1 1 0 0 0 +0.050 2

South Africa 1 0 0 1 0 +0.000 1

Zimbabwe 1 0 0 1 0 +0.000 1

Pakistan 1 0 1 0 0 -0.050 0

Netherlands 1 0 1 0 0 -0.450 0

GROUP 1

GROUP 2

PERTH, AUSTRALIA: Marcus
Stoinis played an outstanding 
knock of an unbeaten 59 from 18
deliveries to help Australia chase
down 158 in their Super 12 en-
counter of the ICC Men’s T20
World Cup against Sri Lanka in
Perth on Tuesday.

Disciplined bowling by the Aus-
sies kept Sri Lanka quiet for the

major part of their innings but 
Charith Asalanka and Chamika 
Karunaratne added 37 runs from 
the last 15 deliveries to help Sri 
Lanka to reach 157/6.

Asalanka remained unbeaten 
on 38 from 25 deliveries while 
Karunaratne scored a useful 
14 from seven deliveries after 
walking in to bat at number eight.

Pathum Nissanka (40) and 
Dhananjaya de Silva also got off  
to good starts but they couldn’t 
accelerate, ending their innings 
at underwhelming strike-rates of 
88.89 and 113.04 respectively.

The bowlers stepped up 
after Asalanka and Karunaratne 
gave Sri Lanka a defendable total. 
They kept the Australian batters 
absolutely leashed as the hosts 
struggled to score quick runs. 

The spinners bowled 
brilliantly in the initial overs and 
Maheesh Theekshana also gave 
Sri Lanka their fi rst breakthrough 
as he dismissed David Warner for 
just 11 runs.

Australia didn’t lose a heap of 
wickets after that but skipper 
Aaron Finch and Mitchell Marsh  

found it very diffi  cult to read the 
Lankan bowlers.

It looked like the game was 
heading towards a close fi nish 
but Glenn Maxwell and Marcus 
Stoinis took the Sri Lankan spin-
ners apart.  It was Maxwell who 
started the carnage with a 12-ball 
23 and Stoinis followed it with 

massive fi reworks as he made his 
way to an unbeaten 59 from just 18 
deliveries, an innings consisting of 
four fours and six huge sixes. 

Their assault helped Australia 
in chasing down the target with 
seven wickets and 21 deliveries to 
spare, giving them a huge boost in 
their NRR. - ICC

Disciplined bowling 

by the Aussies kept 

Sri Lanka quiet for 

the major part of their 

innings but Asalanka 

and Karunaratne 

helped Sri Lanka 

reach 157/6

SRI LANKA
P Nissanka run out  40
K Mendis c Marsh b Cummins 5
D de Silva c Warner b Agar 26
C Asalanka not out 38
B Rajapaksa c Cummins b Starc 7
D Shanaka c Wade b Maxwell 3
W Hasaranga c Wade b Hazlewood 1
C Karunaratne not out 14
Extras: (b 6, lb 5, w 12) 23
TOTAL: 157/6 in 20 overs (RR: 7.85)
Fall of wickets: 1-6, 2-75, 3-97, 4-106, 5-111, 
6-120
Bowling: J Hazlewood 4-0-26-1, P Cummins 
4-0-36-1, M Starc 4-0-23-1, A Agar 4-0-25-1, 

M Stoinis 2-0-17-0, M Marsh 1-0-14-0,
G Maxwell  1-0-5-1
AUSTRALIA
D Warner c Shanaka b Theekshana 11
A Finch not out 31
M Marsh c Rajapaksa b D de Silva 18
G Maxwell c sub (K Bandara) b Karunaratne 23
M Stoinis not out 59
Extras: (b 4, lb 2, w 10) 16
TOTAL: 158/3 in 16.3 overs (RR: 9.57)
Fall of wickets: 1-26, 2-60, 3-89 
Bowling: B Fernando 0.5-0-5-0, D de Silva 2.1-
0-18-1, L Kumara 3.3-0-22-0, C Karunaratne 
3-0-21-1, M Theekshana 3-0-23-1, 
W Hasaranga  3-0-53-0, D Shanaka 1-0-10-0

ScoreboardSri Lanka vs Australia

STOINIS, MAXWELL 
DAZZLE IN PERTH 

Simmons quits as 

West Indies coach

HOBART, AUSTRALIA: The 
exit of West Indies from the fi rst 
round of the ongoing T20 World 
Cup has led to the resignation of 
the coach Phil Simmons.

Simmons described the 
exit from T20 World Cup in 
Australia, as “unfathomable”.

West Indies were eliminated 
after fi nishing bottom of their 
group in Hobart, beating Zim-
babwe in their second game but 
losing to Scotland and Ireland 
either side.

“I acknowledge that it’s not 
just the team that is hurting but 
the proud nations we repre-
sent as well,” Simmons said in a 
statement released by Cricket 
West Indies (CWI) on Monday 
night. “It’s disappointing and 
heart-wrenching but we just 
didn’t turn up.

“We weren’t good enough and 
we now have to watch a tourna-
ment play-out without our in-
volvement. It’s unfathomable 
and for that I deeply apologise to 
our fans and followers.”

Simmons’ second spell in the 
job started in October 2019, af-
ter an initial 18-month tenure in 
which he helped steer West In-
dies to the 2016 T20 World Cup, 
uniting a squad of big personali-
ties and encouraging a pioneer-

ing batting approach focused on
six-hitting.

The Test team’s results have 
gradually improved during that
time, with series wins over Eng-
land and Bangladesh earlier this
year. But T20Is have been a dif-
ferent story and they have suf-
fered early exits at the last two
World Cups, losing four games
out of fi ve in 2021 and two out of 
three in Australia last week.

Simmons will remain in charge 
for the upcoming two-Test series
against Australia, which starts
on November 30 at Optus Sta-
dium in Perth.  Simmons added
that he had been considering his
position before the tournament.
“From a personal perspective
this is not a knee-jerk reaction,
but a move I have been consider-
ing for some time, he said. 

“Now is the time to make pub-
lic that I will step down as West
Indies head coach at the end of 
the Test series against Australia.

“It is earlier than hoped for, but I
will now focus my energies in Aus-
tralia on continuing to build on the
excellent progress the Test team
has made. Of course, as the presi-
dent has pointed out, we will also
carry out the necessary review
into our World Cup campaign.

             - With inputs from agencies

I C C  T 2 0  W O R L D  C U P

England vs
Ireland

Afghanistan vs
New Zealand

08:00am 12:00pmToday’s
matches

MARCUS STOINIS

18 BALLS
4(4s) 6(6s)

59*
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OMAN CRUDE PRICE RISES
The price of Oman oil has increased, 
with prices for delivery by November 
2022 reaching $89.98, said Dubai 
Mercantile Exchange (DME). The DME 
statement said that the price of Oman oil 
rose by $1.36 from the price of Monday, 
which was $88.62. - ONA

MSX INDEX ENDS HIGHER
The MSX index closed at 4,410.38 points, 
up by 0.84 per cent from the previous close. 
The Sharia Index ended up by 0.25 per cent 
at 471.00 points. Renaissance Services, 
up 8.84 per cent, was the top gainer while, 
Oman & Emirates Investment, down 7.06 
per cent, was the top loser.

Agreement signed to build first 
top-loading station in Duqm

Times News Service

MUSCAT: As part of its eff orts 
to expand its fuelling service of-
ferings for local and regional 
customers, Oman Oil Marketing 
Company (OOMCO) has signed an 
agreement with Taif Altmayz for 

General Trading to build the fi rst 
top-loading station in Duqm. 

The new station will also fea-
ture a strategic distribution centre 
for OOMCO’s lubricants and the 
fi rst OOMCO Maximo and Optimo 
Swift Centre for car and truck care. 

The agreement was signed by 

Tarik Mohammed Al Junaidi, 
Chief Executive Offi  cer of Oman 
Oil Marketing Company, and Imad 
Salim Al-Bahri, Chief Executive 
Offi  cer of Taif Altmayz for General 
Trading, at OOMCO’s head offi  ce.

Expected to be operational in Q1 

2023, the station will off er its ser-
vices from the Duqm light indus-
trial area according to the latest 
safety and security standards and 
stringiest regulations and speci-
fi cations. Part of the company’s 
long-term strategy to transform 

Oman’s fuel industry, the contract 
complements its existing opera-
tions at the strategically signifi -
cant Duqn industrial areas, free 
zone and Port of Duqm, where it 
launched its bunker fuel terminal 
in late 2021 to serve the interna-
tional shipping market.

“Bringing the fi rst specialised 
top-loading diesel fuel tanker 
station to Duqm will maximise 
bulk fuel supply to our custom-
ers in Oman and the region who 
are looking for a convenient, reli-
able, and effi  cient fuel supply for 
their operations. In addition, we 
always pride ourselves on having a 
deep understanding of the impor-
tance of adhering to the laws and 
requirements related to the safe 
storage and handling of bulk fuel 
alongside its economic and envi-
ronmental impact on us and our 

customers’ operations,” said Tarik 
Mohammed Al Junaidi, Chief Ex-
ecutive Offi  cer of Oman Oil Mar-
keting Company. 

He added, “We value our part-
nership with Taif Altmayz for 
General Trading and look forward 
to seeing this project go online as 
planned early next year.”

“The new top-loading station 
in Duqm will provide a consist-
ent supply of diesel stock, which 
promises to stimulate industrial 
and economic development pro-
jects,” said Imad Salim Khalfan Al-
Bahri, Chief Executive Offi  cer of 
Taif Altmayz for General Trading. 
“This partnership with OOMCO 
aligns with our strategy of contrib-
uting to a resilient energy sector in 
Oman and we look forward to fur-
ther nurturing this collaboration 
in the upcoming period.”

Expected to be operational in Q1 2023, the 

station will off er its services from the Duqm 

light industrial area according to the latest 

safety and security standards

Hundreds of construction 

and infrastructure experts 

gather at Project Oman 2022

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Gathering hundreds 
of local and international con-
struction & infrastructure experts 
under one roof, the International 
Construction Technology, Infra-
structure, and Building Materials 
Exhibition, Project Oman 2022 
going strong on its second day. 

Exhibitors from Oman, Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar, the UAE, 
Lebanon and Austria are show-

casing a broad range of products, 
equipment, and innovations at 
Project Oman. Companies like 
Raysut Cement, the event’s plati-
num sponsor are showcasing 
their latest products and technol-
ogies in the construction sector.

Organised by IFP Group and 
Al Nimr International Exhibition 
Organizers, Project Oman is be-
ing held from October 24 to 26 at 
the Oman Convention and Exhi-
bition Centre and is open daily to 

trade visitors from 11am to 7pm.
With a mission to accelerate 

innovation and highlight current 
and future trends in the construc-
tion and infrastructure sectors, 
Project Oman is hosting special-
ised workshops, held by experts 
who will discuss the latest de-
velopments and technologies in 
these sectors.

For more information about 
the exhibition and workshops, 
visit www.project-oman.com

E X P O

Tethys third quarter oil production 

in Oman reaches 900,491 barrels
Times News Service

MUSCAT: Tethys Oil’s share of 
production from Blocks 3&4 dur-
ing the third quarter (Q3) 2022, be-
fore government take, amounted to 
900,491 barrels of oil, correspond-
ing to 9,788 barrels of oil per day.

The net entitlement, Tethys 
Oil’s share of production after 
government take, amounted to 
378,742 barrels of oil, correspond-
ing to 42 per cent of the total pro-
duction, the company said in a 
statement on Tuesday. A total of 
420,474 barrels of oil were sold in 
the quarter with an achieved oil 
price of $107.2 per barrel. 

Net entitlement is the share 
of production available for sale 
by Tethys Oil and is calculated 
monthly in accordance with the 
terms of the Exploration and Pro-
duction Sharing Agreement for 

Blocks 3&4. The net entitlement 
will vary depending upon the level 
of production, oil price and recov-
erable costs incurred during the 
period. For further explanation of 
the calculation of net entitlement, 

see Tethys Oil’s annual report for 
2021.

The oil sales of 420,474 barrels 
in the third quarter 2022 refl ects 
the July, August and September 
lifting nominations as well as the 

June nomination which was lifted 
in early July. Consequently, the 
third quarter 2022 achieved oil 
price refl ects the Offi  cial Selling 
Price of June, July, August and 
September 2022.

Tethys Oil’s interim report for 
the third quarter 2022 will be pub-
lished on November 8, the compa-
ny statement further said.

Tethys Oil is an oil exploration 
and production company with fo-
cus on onshore areas with known 
oil discoveries. The company’s 
core area is Oman, where it holds 
interests in Blocks 3&4, Block 49, 
Block 56 and Block 58.

Tethys Oil has net working 
interest 2P reserves of 26.2 mil-
lion barrels of oil (mmbo) and net 
working interest 2C Contingent 
Resources of 15.6 mmbo and had 
an average oil production of 11,136 
barrels per day during 2021.

S H A R E  O F  P R O D U C T I O N

CMA organises workshop 

on customer care skills

Times News Service

MUSCAT: To improve the qual-
ity of customer service and the 
art of dealing with customers, the 
Capital Market Authority (CMA) 
held a workshop titled ‘Customer 
Care and Skills of Dealing with 
the Public’, targeting customer 
service employees in insurance 
companies in cooperation with 
Abdel Nasser Al Saigh Manage-
ment Consulting Firm.

The workshop was held within 
the framework of the CMA’s con-
tinuous endeavour to facilitate 
communication between the 
public and insurance companies, 
which in turn creates a construc-
tive environment and ensures 
the improvement of insurance 
services for policyholders. 

The workshop acquainted the 
participants with the skills of deal-
ing with the public, customer care 
and understanding their behaviour 

in accordance with quality and ex-
cellence system with the required 
effi  ciency and eff ectiveness.

During the workshop, the par-
ticipants learned about the dif-
ference between the customer 
service system and the customer 
care system, in addition to the 
standards and indicators for im-
proving the quality of services, 
and the skills of perceiving, un-
derstanding and managing the 
psychological, behavioural and 
organisational aspects of cus-
tomer service, in addition to 
identifying thinking patterns of 
the customers and ways to deal 
with them. The workshop also 
touched on the most common 
errors in dealing with the public 
and customer service.

CMA has paid special attention 
to developing channels of commu-
nication with the public, in addi-
tion to creating special sections for 
serving insurance policyholders. 

C A P I T A L  M A R K E T  A U T H O R I T Y



B2

MARKET
W E D N E S DAY,  O CTO B E R  2 6,  2 0 2 2

MSX index 
ends higher

MUSCAT: The MSX index 
closed at 4,410.38 points, up by 
0.84 per cent from the previous 
close. The Sharia Index ended 
up by 0.25 per cent at 471.00 
points. Renaissance Services, up 
8.84 per cent, was the top gainer 
while Oman & Emirates Invest-
ment, down 7.06 per cent, was the 
top loser. Shares of Bank Muscat 
were the most active in terms of 
the number of shares traded as 
well as in terms of turnover.

A total number of 132 trades 
were executed during the day’s 
trading session, generating a 
turnover of OMR1.31 million, 
with more than 2.97 million 
shares changing hands. Out of 22 
traded securities, 10 advanced, 
7 declined, and 5 remained un-
changed. At the session close, 
GCC & Arab investors were net 
buyers for OMR10,000 while do-
mestic investors were net sell-
ers for OMR9,000, followed by 
foreign investors for OMR1,000 
worth of shares.

Financial Index closed at 
7,029.39 points, up 0.34 per cent. 

Prices of Bank Muscat, and Bank 
Nizwa were up by 2.47 per cent 
and 2.13 per cent respectively. 
Prices of Oman & Emirates In-
vestment and United Finance 
were down by 4.52 per cent and 
4.48 per cent respectively.

Industrial Index closed at 
5,960.85 points, down 0.28 per 
cent. Prices of Al Anwar Ceram-
ics and Jazeera Steel Products 
were up by 4.52 per cent, and 
0.92 per cent respectively. Prices 
of Oman Cables Industry, Ray-
sut Cement, Gulf International 
Chemicals and Oman Cement 
were down by 3.15 per cent, 1.41 
per cent, 1.11 per cent and 1.06 
per cent respectively.

Services Index was up by 1.35 
per cent before closing at 1,558.96 
points. Prices of Renaissance Ser-
vices, SMN Power Holding, Al 
Batinah Power, Oman Oil Market-
ing, and Ooredoo were up by 8.84 
per cent, 6.67 per cent, 5.71 per 
cent, 2.22 per cent and 2.01 per 
cent respectively. Prices of Muscat 
Desalination shares were down by 
0.90 per cent. — United Securities

Renaissance Services, up 8.84 per cent, 

was the top gainer while Oman & Emirates 

Investment, down 7.06 per cent, was the top 

loser
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MUSCAT
STOCK
EXCHANGE

SHARE PRICE BULLETIN FOR TUESDAY OCTOBER 25

REGULAR MARKET .........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
OM0000003000 ...........  Al MAHA PETROLEUM ..................................................747 .................. 670........................2........... 0.884 ...........0.900 ...........0.884........... 0.900 .............0.884 ............0.016 ............. 1.810.................0.900 ............ 0.000...................0.892................ 0.100 ..... 62,100,000
OM0000001533 ............  OMINVEST ..................................................................... 61,160 .............20,193........................8 ........... 0.330........... 0.332 ...........0.330........... 0.332 .............0.330 ........... 0.002 ............. 0.606 ................0.332 ..............0.330...................0.332................ 0.100 ....221,897,321
OM0000001483............  NATIONAL BANK OMAN ........................................ 17,050 ...............4,433........................4........... 0.260...........0.260 ...........0.260 .......... 0.260 .............0.259 ............0.001 ............. 0.386 ................0.260............. 0.260...................0.260 ............... 0.100 ... 422,746,053
OM0000002200 ...........  AHLI BANK ..........................................................................275 .....................37........................ 1 ............0.135 ........... 0.135 ...........0.135 ............0.135 ............. 0.135 ............ 0.000.............0.000 ................0.135 .............. 0.132...................0.135 ................ 0.100 ... 263,203,758
OM0000002796 ...........  BANK MUSCAT ..........................................................  1,260,474 ......729,842....................118 ............0.574 ........... 0.584 ...........0.566 ........... 0.566 .............0.566 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.566..............0.566...................0.510 ................ 0.100 2,124,310,369
OM0000003398 ...........  SOHAR INT. BANK ....................................................  286,800 ............27,227..................... 10 ........... 0.096........... 0.096 ...........0.094........... 0.094.............0.095 ...........-0.001 ............-1.053................0.094..............0.094...................0.095................ 0.100 ....431,465,855
OM0000003026 ...........  OMAN TELECOM......................................................  803,330.........684,541..................... 24........... 0.860...........0.860 ...........0.852 ........... 0.852 .............0.864 ...........-0.012 ........... -1.389................0.852 ..............0.852...................0.780 ................ 0.100 ...639,000,000
OM0000002168............  AL ANWAR  CERAMIC ..............................................56,994 ............ 20,238........................4........... 0.356 ........... 0.356 ...........0.354........... 0.354 .............0.360 ...........-0.006 ............-1.667................0.354..............0.354...................0.356................ 0.100 ......77,880,000
OM0000001525 ............  OMAN INVST& FIN. .................................................  397,597 ............ 49,508..................... 20 ............0.125 ........... 0.125 ...........0.124........... 0.124 ............. 0.127............-0.003 ........... -2.362 ...............0.124 ..............0.124...................0.124 ................ 0.100 ..... 29,388,000
OM0000001749............  OMAN CEMENT .......................................................... 79,663 ............ 22,545........................ 1 ........... 0.283 ........... 0.283 ...........0.283........... 0.283.............0.290 ...........-0.007........... -2.414 ...............0.283..............0.283...................0.283 ............... 0.100 ......93,636,977
OM0000003968 ...........  OOREDOO .....................................................................  319,918...........129,417........................5 ........... 0.400 ...........0.406 ...........0.398........... 0.398 .............0.408 ...........-0.010 ........... -2.451................0.398 ..............0.398...................0.368................ 0.100 ... 259,075,804
OM0000002440 ...........  AL SHARQIA INV. .......................................................... 9,500 .................. 665........................6 ........... 0.068 ........... 0.070 ...........0.068........... 0.070 .............0.072 ...........-0.002 ........... -2.778 ...............0.070..............0.070...................0.070................ 0.100 ........6,300,000
OM0000003281 ............  TAAGEER FINANCE................................................ 154,819 .............14,526........................7 ........... 0.095 ........... 0.095 ...........0.092........... 0.092.............0.096 ...........-0.004........... -4.167 ...............0.092..............0.092...................0.094 ............... 0.100 ......23,796,886
OM0000003224 ...........  RENAISSANCE SER. ................................................ 172,176............ 75,954........................9 ........... 0.440 ........... 0.446 ...........0.430........... 0.430 .............0.450 ...........-0.020 ........... -4.444 ...............0.430..............0.430...................0.406 ............... 0.100 ....101,656,300
Total ..................................14 ......................................................................................... 3,620,503 ....1,779,795................... 219 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

ISIN...................................................SECURITY NAME ...................................................................................................VOLUME ............... TURNOVER .................... TRADES ............ OPEN PRICE .............. HIGH .....................LOW ................ CLOSE PR. ............PREV. CLOSE............ DIFF (RO).................. DIFF % ...................... LAST PR ................ LAST BID ..................... LAST OFFER .............PAR VALUE MARKET CAP

O M A N  S T O C K S

INDICES
Index .................................................High .................Low ..................... Value ............... Prev . Value.......... Diff ...............ff Diff  %
MSX 30 INDEX .................................... 4,431.00 .............. 4,373.86 ................... 4,373.86 ................... 4,417.50 ................-43.64.................. -0.99
FINANCIAL INDEX...........................7,060.12 ...............7,005.68 ................... 7,005.68 ...................7,044.42 ................ -38.75.................. -0.55
Industry Index ...................................... 6,028.55 ...............5,977.86 ....................5,977.86 ...................6,038.02................-60.16 .................. -1.00
Services Index .......................................1,559.50 ...............1,538.24 ................... 1,538.24 ................... 1,556.64................ -18.41 ...................-1.18
MSX Shariah Index.................................475.84 ..................469.83 .......................469.83 ...................... 475.84...................-6.01 .................. -1.26
MSX TR INDEX....................................5,588.53 ............... 5,516.45 ....................5,516.45 ................... 5,571.50................-55.04 .................. -0.99
FINANCIAL TR IDX........................... 7,387.63 ...............7,330.66 ................... 7,330.66 ................... 7,371.20................-40.55 .................. -0.55
SERVICES TR IDX .............................. 1,619.39 ................1,597.31 .................... 1,597.31 ....................1,616.43 ................ -19.12...................-1.18
INDUSTRIAL TR IDX ....................... 6,256.62 .............. 6,204.01 ................... 6,204.01 ...................6,266.45 ............... -62.44 .................. -1.00
Trading Summary
Volume ................ Turnover ..........Trades .............. Market Cap............. Up ............Down ............. Equal .........Sec. Traded
12,322,362 ................. 2,798,069 .....................418 ...............23,032,123,975 .................. 6 ..................... 24.................... 10 .........................40

OM0000002036 ...........  Muscat Thread MILL .........................................................100 ....................... 6........................ 1 ........... 0.058........... 0.058 ...........0.058 ........... 0.058.............0.054 ........... 0.004 ............. 7.407 ................0.058 ..............0.050...................0.058................ 0.100 ............932,214
OM0000008710 ............  BARKA DESALINATION ................................................303 .....................43........................ 1 ............0.143 ........... 0.143 ...........0.143 ........... 0.143 ............. 0.141 ............ 0.002..............1.418.................0.143.............. 0.133...................0.143 ................ 0.100 ...... 10,799,646
OM0000001897............  MAJAN COLLEGE .......................................................10,000 ...............1,460........................ 1 ............0.146 ........... 0.146 ...........0.146........... 0.146 ............. 0.145.............0.001............. 0.690 ................0.146 .............. 0.146...................0.000 ............... 0.100 ......13,140,000
OM0000001160 ............  NATIONAL GAS ................................................................ 600 .....................66........................ 1 ............0.110 ........... 0.110............0.110............0.110 ............. 0.110............ 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.110..............0.106................... 0.110................ 0.100 ........9,350,000
OM0000001772............  ALANWAR INVESTMENT .....................................591,711 ............ 45,222......................18 ........... 0.076........... 0.077 ...........0.076 ........... 0.077.............0.077 ........... 0.000.............0.000 ................0.077 ..............0.077...................0.078................ 0.100 ......15,400,000
OM0000002275 ...........  SHELL OMAN MRK............................................................20 ..................... 16........................ 1 ........... 0.820...........0.820 ...........0.820........... 0.820 .............0.820 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.820..............0.820...................0.864 ............... 0.100 ..... 77,900,000
OM0000004248 ...........  SMN POWER HOLDING.........................................  351,500 ............10,545..................... 26........... 0.030...........0.030 ...........0.030........... 0.030 .............0.030 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.030..............0.030...................0.030 ............... 0.100 ........ 5,989,068
OM0000004776 ...........  TAKAFUL OMAN.........................................................69,500 ...............2,989........................3 ........... 0.043 ........... 0.043 ...........0.043........... 0.043 .............0.043 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.043..............0.043...................0.000 ............... 0.100 ......10,750,000
OM0000005963 ...........  PHOENIX POWER............................................................ 500 .....................22........................ 1 ........... 0.044...........0.044 ...........0.044 .......... 0.044 .............0.044 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.044 ............ 0.000...................0.044 ............... 0.100 ..... 64,354,464
OM0000004768 ...........  MADINA TAKAFUL...................................................... 1,360 ...................118........................2........... 0.087 ........... 0.087 ...........0.087 ........... 0.087.............0.088 ...........-0.001 ............-1.136................0.087 ..............0.080...................0.087................ 0.100 ......15,225,000
OM0000002267 ...........  GULF MUSHROOM P ..................................................6,200 ............... 1,428........................2 ........... 0.232 ........... 0.232 ...........0.230........... 0.230 .............0.233 ...........-0.003 ........... -1.288 ...............0.230..............0.221...................0.230 ............... 0.100 .........9,569,212
OM0000001319 ............  ALUMINIUM PROD. ...................................................10,000 ...................761........................2 ........... 0.077........... 0.077 ...........0.076 ........... 0.076 .............0.077 ...........-0.001 ........... -1.299 ...............0.076 ..............0.076...................0.077................ 0.100 ........ 2,551,430
OM0000002549 ...........  BANK DHOFAR...........................................................R  5,205,555 ...... 743,981........................5 ............0.142 ........... 0.143 ........... 0.141............0.141 ............. 0.143............-0.002 ........... -1.399................ 0.141 .............. 0.141................... 0.141 ................ 0.100 ...422,485,552
OM0000002374............  UNITED FINANCE ................................................... 354,054 ........... 22,352..................... 20 ........... 0.062........... 0.067 ...........0.062........... 0.067 .............0.068 ...........-0.001 ............-1.471 ................0.067..............0.062...................0.067................ 0.100 ......23,392,676
OM0000004735 ...........  SEMBCORP SALALAH ..............................................81,500 ............... 4,721........................5 ........... 0.060...........0.060 ...........0.057 ........... 0.057 .............0.058 ...........-0.001 ............-1.724................0.057 ..............0.057...................0.057................ 0.100 ...... 54,410,601
OM0000004420 ...........  BANK NIZWA ..............................................................A  1,230,350 .......117,550..................... 52........... 0.094........... 0.096 ...........0.094........... 0.094 .............0.096 ...........-0.002 ........... -2.083 ...............0.094..............0.094...................0.087................ 0.100 ....210,273,585
OM0000003661 ............  VOLTAMP ENERGY.................................................. 110,391 ............... 9,477........................6 ........... 0.086 ........... 0.087 ...........0.085 ........... 0.085.............0.087 ...........-0.002 ........... -2.299 ...............0.085 ..............0.085...................0.095................ 0.100 ........ 6,919,234
OM0000001418 ............  RAYSUT CEMENT ......................................................50,059 ............... 7,108..................... 10 ............0.145 ........... 0.145 ........... 0.141 ........... 0.142 ............. 0.147............-0.005 ........... -3.401................0.142 ..............0.140...................0.142................ 0.100 .....28,400,000
OM0000002572 ...........  OMAN OIL MARKETING...........................................2,000 ...............1,800........................2 ........... 0.900 ...........0.900 ...........0.900 .......... 0.900 .............0.940 ...........-0.040 ........... -4.255 ...............0.900 ............ 0.900...................0.920 ............... 0.100 ...... 55,147,500
OM0000005260 ...........  OMAN ARAB BANK .................................................... 71,894 ...............8,699........................6 ............0.121 ........... 0.121............ 0.121............0.121 ............. 0.127............-0.006 ........... -4.724 ............... 0.121.............. 0.118...................0.123 ................ 0.100 ... 201,998,610
OM0000004925 ...........  ALBATINAH POWER.................................................R 63,800 ...............2,233........................4........... 0.035 ........... 0.035 ...........0.035 ........... 0.035.............0.037 ...........-0.002 ........... -5.405 ...............0.035 ..............0.035...................0.035................ 0.100 ......23,621,060
OM0000001590 ............  MUSCAT FINANCE..................................................  269,350 ........... 14,026........................9 ........... 0.053 ........... 0.053 ...........0.052........... 0.052 .............0.055 ...........-0.003........... -5.455 ...............0.052..............0.052...................0.054 ............... 0.100 ...... 15,971,609
OM0000001608 ............  OMAN  PACKAGING ....................................................6,000 ................1,491........................2........... 0.240 ........... 0.291 ...........0.240 .......... 0.240 .............0.265 ...........-0.025 ........... -9.434 ...............0.291 .............. 0.291...................0.291 ................ 0.100 ........ 7,784,606
OM0000001566............  OMAN FISHERIES....................................................  211,312 ............. 19,139......................17........... 0.095........... 0.095 ...........0.090........... 0.090.............0.100 ...........-0.010 .......... -10.000 ..............0.090..............0.090...................0.094 ............... 0.100 ...... 16,387,056
Total ..................................24 ........................................................................................  8,698,059 ... 1,015,254................... 197.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Parallel Market .........................................................................................................................................................................................................................

OFSEC exhibition on fi re, safety and security begins

MUSCAT: OFSEC 2022 - Oman’s 
only and most comprehensive ex-
hibition on fi re, safety and security 
was inaugurated by His Highness 
Sayyid Azzan bin Kais Al Said yes-
terday. The exhibition is held from 
10am – 6pm at the Oman Conven-
tion and Exhibition Centre, Mus-
cat and will end today. 

OFSEC in its 6th edition is 
bringing together over 70+ exhibi-
tors from over 10 countries who 
will showcase their avant-garde 
solutions, latest technologies, 
cutting-edge innovations, cost-

eff ective products and services to 
meet the requirements of govern-
ments, businesses, industrial and 
commercial entities, aviation, con-
struction, infrastructure, trans-
portation, manufacturing, oil and 
gas and utility sectors.

OFSEC is designed to meet the 
needs of the local, regional and 
international markets by linking 
practitioners, suppliers, distribu-
tors and manufacturers from the 
fi re, safety and security industry, 
with key decision-makers from 
the government and private sec-

tors making it a defi nitive net-
working platform, where new
projects and partnerships are ini-
tiated and visionary objectives are
implemented. This event also aims
to create synergy and strengthen
the collaboration between the au-
thorities and the industries.

The event will lay the founda-
tion and be the gateway to the cur-
rent and future market trends in 
the fi re, safety and security sectors, 
for the industry professionals to 
communicate, share ideas, identify 
solutions, operate eff ectively and 

effi  ciently and stay abreast with
the latest global trends. OFSEC will
confl uence and strengthen local
and international business engage-
ment and encourage investment.

The OFSEC summit will feature 
an expansive line-up of 30+ stel-
lar speakers, case studies, panel
discussions, and unique presenta-
tions providing access to a wealth
of industry-leading knowledge,
sharing best practices and experi-
ences, spotlighting trends, infor-
mation exchange, insights and out-
looks with actionable takeaways.

6 T H  E D I T I O N

Tejarah Talks to explore ‘Gen 
Z and creative industries’
MUSCAT: The Ministry of Com-
merce, Industry & Investment 
Promotion (MoCIIP) will hold 
its sixth session of Tejarah Talks 
on November 2 at 7:30pm. Enti-
tled ‘Gen Z and the Creative In-
dustries’, the event will be held at 
the Omantel headquarters in Air-
ports Heights. 

Organised in partnership with 
the Ministry of Culture, Sports & 
Youth, Oman Business Forum and 
generously supported by HSBC, 
Sohar Port & Freezone, Omantel 
and Oman FM, the Tejarah Talks 
panel line-up includes His High-
ness Sayyid Dr Adham Al Said, 
Founder & CEO, The Firm (Mod-
erator); Dr Mona Ismail, Dean, 
Scientifi c College of Design; Dr 
Abdul Azeez Al Ghareebi, As-
sitant Professor, University of 
Technology & Applied Sciences; 
Samah Al Ansari, Founder, Studio 
Sein; and Maryam Al Kharbooshi, 
Director, Cultural Identity De-
partment, Ministry of Culture, 
Sports & Youth.

Highlighting the part Gen Z and 
the creative industries already play 
in Oman’s diversifying and ambi-
tious economy and their potential 
to make a signifi cant contribution 
to the goals of Oman Vision 2040, 
MoCIIP’s OBF & PPP Director, 
Maymuna Al Adawi commented: 
“It’s often said art feeds the soul, 
but culture and the arts also fuel 
the economy. The creative indus-
tries - architecture, advertising, 
broadcasting, fi lm, fashion, pub-

lishing, software, the performing 
arts and arts-related retail - play a 
key role in enhancing a country’s 
profi le and international reputa-
tion and its attractiveness to new 
business, residents, visitors and 
foreign investment.”

She continued: “According to 
Unesco, the creative industries 
generate over $2 trillion a year, 
3% of global GDP. They employ in 
excess of 30 million people - 1% 
of the planet’s active population. 
And incredible as it might seem, 
the sector’s revenues exceed 
those of telecom services and 
employ more people than the car 
industry of Europe, Japan and 
the US combined - 30 million jobs 
versus 25 million.”

The MoCIIP director went on 
to point out that successful coun-
tries depend on a critical mass of 
creative professionals in areas 
such as the arts, IT and education, 
noting: “In fact, there’s a growing 

body of evidence that suggests 
thoughtful investment in the 
creative industries generate sig-
nifi cant economic benefi ts. The 
argument runs that if a country 
is vibrant culturally, then this will 
serve as a magnet to attract busi-
ness, talent and investment. I am 
sure this is something that will be 
covered during the Tejarah Talks 
discussions and deliberations 
along with a variety of other rel-
evant issues.” 

With a fi rm focus on Oman’s 
current and future business, ex-
port and investment environment, 
Tejarah Talks is a series of infor-
mal, interactive evening discus-
sions that brings together some 
of Oman’s most inspirational and 
innovative thinkers to share their 
stories, insights and ideas with an 
enthusiastic crowd. It is a platform 
for positive interaction.

Tejarah Talks is free-of-charge 
and open to everyone.

M I N I S T R Y  O F  C O M M E R C E

Saudi’s non-oil

merchandise 

exports increase 

by 16.6% in August

RIYADH: The General Author-
ity for Statistics (GASTAT) is-
sued on its offi  cial website the
International Trade Publication
of Saudi Arabia for August 2022.

The value of merchandise
exports in Saudi Arabia during 
August 2022 reached 134 bil-
lion riyals, compared to 90 bil-
lion riyals in August 2021, with
an increase of 44 billion riyals, a 
percentage of 49.1 per cent, ac-
cording to the data contained in
this publication.

The value of oil exports during 
August 2022 reached 107 billion
riyals, compared to 67 billion
riyals during August 2021, with
an increase of 40 billion riyals, a 
percentage of 60.2 per cent.

The value of non-oil exports
(including re-exports) during 
August 2022 reached 27 billion
riyals, compared to 23 billion
riyals during August 2021, with
an increase of 4 billion riyals), a 
percentage of 16.6 per cent, the
publication results noted.

The value of merchandise
imports in Saudi Arabia during 
August 2022 reached 61 billion
riyals, compared to 51 billion
riyals during August 2021, with
an increase of 10 billion riyals, a 
percentage of 20.0 per cent.

GASTAT is the only offi  cial
statistical reference for statis-
tical data and information in
Saudi Arabia. -SPA

S T A T I S T I C S
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CAN SLOW DOWN RATE OF

FORGETFULNESS

HOW TO LEARN
LEARNING

Iowa State Psychology Professor 
Shana Carpenter has said that 
combining two strategies - spac-
ing and retrieval practice - is key 

to success when trying to ace a test or 
pick up a new hobby.

Carpenter is the lead author of a 
paper in Nature Reviews Psychology 
that examined more than 100 years 
of research on learning. “The benefi ts 
of spacing and retrieval practice have 
been confi rmed over and over in stud-
ies in labs, classrooms, workplaces, but 
the reason why we’re showcasing this 
research is that these two techniques 
haven’t fully caught on. If they were 
utilized all the time, we’d see drastic in-
creases in learning,” said Carpenter.

In the paper, Carpenter and her co-
authors describe spacing as a strategy 
to learn in small doses over time. It’s the 
opposite of cramming the night before 
an exam. In one study, medical students 
who received repeated surgery training 
over three weeks performed better and 
faster on tests 2 weeks and 1 year later 
compared to medical students who had 
the same training all in one day.

Carpenter says there isn’t a univer-
sal rule about how much time to sched-
ule between practice sessions. But re-
search shows returning to the material 
after forgetting some - but not all - of 
the content is eff ective.

Retrieval practice is a strategy that 
involves recalling what was learned 
previously. It can take many forms, in-
cluding fl ash cards, practice tests and 
open-ended writing prompts, and helps 
learners recognize what they do and 
don’t know. The paper’s authors em-
phasize that people who check their 
responses for errors or get feedback 
right away learn even better.

More than 200 studies show 
people generally retain more in-

formation for longer periods of 
time with retrieval practice 

compared to strategies that do 
not involve retrieval (e.g., re-

reading a textbook.)
The authors argue peo-
ple who combine spac-

ing and retrieval 
practice have the 

best chance of 
r e m e m -

bering information.
“Forgetting is a very natural thing; 

you can’t stop forgetting even if you try, 
but you can slow down forgetting by us-
ing retrieval practice and spacing,” said 
Carpenter.

HIGHLIGHTERS AND
ILLUSIONS OF LEARNING

   
Students studying at Iowa State Univer-
sity. Christopher Gannon/Iowa State 
University Carpenter says false beliefs 
about learning are part of the reason re-
trieval practice and spacing aren’t used 
more widely.

 “Probably the number one miscon-
ception is that learning has to feel easy 
in order to be working, and that’s just 
not true at all. You’ll learn more dura-
bly and more eff ectively if you persist 
and get through those challenges than 
if it had felt easy the whole time,” said 
Carpenter.

Simply highlighting or re-reading a 
textbook feels easier than writing re-
sponses to practice essay questions. 
But without the knowledge check that 
comes with trying to retrieve learned 
information, there’s a greater risk of be-
ing lulled into what the authors call an 
“illusion of learning.”

 Carpenter acknowledges many peo-
ple do not like making mistakes or real-
izing they don’t understand the materi-
al as well as they thought. It may dredge 
up insecurities, a fear of failing or some 
other emotion they want to avoid. But 
there’s a good chance they’ll eventually 
have to confront what they don’t know 
when the stakes are higher, like during 
an exam or presentation at work.

   
BRINGING IT INTO THE
CLASSROOM
   
Carpenter says she uses digital tools 
(e.g., online practice quizzes, and click-
er questions) to incorporate retrieval 
practice and spacing into her univer-
sity courses, but there are other ways 
to bring these strategies into the class-
room.

She gives the example of an elemen-
tary school math teacher whose tech-
niques were highlighted at a recent 
conference. A few days after a lesson 
on fractions, the teacher asked her 
students to share whatever they could 
remember about fractions. It was an 
open-ended and communal activity.

 “The more they talked, the more 
they started to remember, and those 
kids were excited to talk about frac-
tions,” said Carpenter.

She shares another story of a middle 
school teacher who routinely projects 
practice questions from previous les-
sons on a screen. The students jot down 
responses on note cards and then check 
their answers on their own or discuss 
them as a group.

Carpenter emphasizes the teach-
ers in both examples did not grade the 
activities. Rather, they provided low- 
and no-stakes practice opportunities 
to help students learn and recognize 
mistakes as an important part of 
that process, which benefi ts stu-
dents beyond the classroom.

“Learning how to learn is go-
ing to ensure that anywhere 
you go after the formal edu-
cation years, you’re going 
to know how to learn 
something and be 
successful,” she 
said. -ANI
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Football Fan Festival

MUSCAT: Bringing the spirit and
celebration of the World Cup to
the country, the Oman World Cup
Programme announced the de-
tails of the Football Fan Festival,
which will be hosted for the dura-
tion of the entire tournament.

The Festival is set to bring fans 
and their families closer to the
World Cup in Qatar with a vari-
ety of exciting activities, compe-
titions, food stalls and more for
everyone to enjoy.

Every World Cup match will 
also be broadcast live at the Fes-
tival, which will take place at the
Oman Convention and Exhibition 
Centre (OCEC) Gardens between
20 November and 18 December
2022.

Speaking on the upcoming Fes-
tival, Azzan Qasim Al Busaidi,
Undersecretary for Tourism and
Head of the Steering Committee
overseeing the Oman World Cup
Programme, said, “The World
Cup is one of the most signifi cant
sporting events to be held in the
region in recent years. The ‘Oman
World Cup Programme,’ aims to 
leverage our position as a satellite
city to support Qatar’s World Cup 
eff orts and attract fans looking for
the ideal base to stay in and ex-
plore while attending the tourna-
ment. With the Football Fan Fes-
tival as the main attraction of the
programme, we intend to bring 
the excitement and atmosphere
of the World Cup to local and vis-
iting fans while also showcasing 

all Oman has to off er – its unique
history, heritage, beauty and re-
nowned hospitality.”

The CEO of OMRAN Group,
Hashil Obaid Al Mahrouqi, said,
“From the outset, our aim has
been to make this a family-ori-
ented, memorable festival that
brings fans closer to the action
while providing them and their
families with fun, exciting, and
innovative ways to connect and
engage through football. With all
matches broadcasted live against
the stunning backdrop that is our
state-of-the-art convention cen-
tre, the Football Fan Festival will
provide the best possible way for
football enthusiasts to experience
the World Cup with other fans
and family.”

An area of more than 9,000
square metres at the Oman Con-
vention and Exhibition Centre
Gardens will be dedicated to the
Football Fan Festival, which will
feature a specially constructed
fan village catering to all ages,
whether they are football fans or
not. All World Cup matches will
be broadcasted live throughout
the Festival, with visitors also
able to enjoy a wide range of in-
teractive games, innovative tech-
nologies, football competitions,
live performances, and food and
drink outlets off ering both local
favourites and international cui-
sine. SMEs from over 60 diff erent
categories are currently involved

in bringing this ground-breaking 
project to life.

The Football Fan Festival has 
appointed Oman’s football icon 
Ali Al Habsi as the offi  cial brand 
ambassador alongside favour-
ite sports personalities Khalil Al 
Balushi, Fatma Al Nabhani and 
Mohammed Al Noufali. They will 
all join the Festival’s promotional 
activities and on-site activations.

Oman has taken several steps 
to welcome overseas World Cup 
2022 travellers. To facilitate easy 
access to Oman and frequent trav-
el to Doha to attend the World Cup 
matches, all Hayya Card holders 
and their immediate family mem-
bers will be eligible for a free 60-
day multi-entry visa.

Oman Air, the national car-
rier of the Sultanate of Oman, will 
operate dedicated daily fl ights 
between Muscat and Doha from 
20 November to 03 December to 
facilitate travel for World Cup 

fans. The one-hour fl ights can
be booked easily and come with
a fast-track airport service for a 
seamless World Cup journey, of-
fering a touch of Omani hospital-
ity. With exciting kick-off s on the
horizon, Oman Air makes sure
fans get to the match in award-
winning comfort and with excep-
tional onboard service.

There is so much more to Oman
than just an amazing World Cup
experience. The country off ers a 
range of exclusive hotel packages
and special tour rates available for
visiting fans, as well as those ac-
companying them. These include
over 20,000 hotel rooms across all
budgets, plus a dedicated trans-
portation network to ensure a 
seamless travel experience. Hayya 
cardholders can choose from a 
variety of customised day tours
packed with thrilling adventures,
breathtaking natural beauty, and
Oman’s centuries-old history. -ONA

The festival allows 

visitors to enjoy

watching all the

matches live, in

addition to many

accompanying events Barca, Atletico 
Madrid to face 
tough Champions 
League games
MADRID: FC Barcelona have a 
vital UEFA Champions League 
game at home against Bayern Mu-
nich on Wednesday.

Barca are in third place in Group 
C, three points behind Inter Milan, 
but if Inter win their home match 
against Viktoria Plzen in a game 
that kicks off  two hours before 
Barca’s game at the Camp Nou, 
Barca can’t fi nish second, having 
lost 1-0 in Milan before drawing 
3-3 at home against Inter a fort-
night ago.

That means that, for the mo-
ment, they have to prepare for 
Wednesday’s match as if there is 
everything to play for, but when 
the game begins, all that could be 
at stake is a place in the knock-
out stages of the UEFA Europa 
League.

“There is a minimum amount of 
hope,” commented Barca midfi eld-
er Pedri in Spanish sports paper 
Marca. Barca go into the match af-
ter 3-0 and 4-0 home wins against 
Villarreal and Athletic Bilbao, in 
which they had the games resolved 
by halftime. However, they lost 
Sergi Roberto to injury after he 
dislocated his shoulder on Sunday, 
and he joins Ronald Araujo, An-

dreas Christensen and Memphis 
Depay on the injury list.

Hector Bellerin will probably re-
turn at right-back, while any other 
changes Barca coach Xavi Her-
nandez makes could depend on the 
score between Inter and Viktoria 
Plzen.

Atletico Madrid also have a key 
match at home against Bayer Lev-
erkusen, as they look to reach the 
last 16.

Atletico are third in their group, 
two points behind Porto, who 
visit Club Brugge in another early 
kick-off . Atletico will have the ad-
vantage of knowing Porto’s result 
against a side that has already 
qualifi ed for the last 16, but if Porto 
win in Belgium, anything but a win 
would leave Atletico to battle for a 
place in the Europa League.

Coach Diego Simeone will al-
most certainly continue with the 
in-form Antoine Griezmann and 
Alvaro Morata in attack against a 
rival that currently sits 15th in the 
Bundesliga and continues to ship 
goals despite the arrival of Xabi 
Alonso as head coach. A former 
Real Madrid player, Alonso can ex-
pect a hostile reception in the Met-
ropolitano Stadium. Xinhua

C H A M P I O N S  L E A G U E

GULF HOCKEY FIESTA SET TO TAKE PLACE IN OMAN
The sixth edition of UTSC Gulf Hockey Fiesta is set to take place in Muscat on October 28

and 29, 2022 at Sultan Qaboos Stadium Complex, Bausher. The offi  cial inauguration of the 

event is scheduled to be held at 6.00PM on 28 October 2022. This year’s event is extra-

special as the UTSC is celebrating 12th anniversary since its establishment under its new 

new logo launched recently by Olympian Dhanraj Pillai. This event is being held under the 

patronage of the Oman Hockey Association and an approved event of the Asian Hockey 

Federation.

I am not retired, the chances of return 
are very high, says Serena Williams
SAN FRANCISCO: The 23-time 
Grand Slam champion Serena 
Williams on Monday said she has 
not retired from tennis yet and 
that the chances of her returning 
to the court are “very high” after 
she previously indicated that she 
would step away from the sport 
after the recently concluded US 
Open.

“I am not retired,” Williams 
said at a conference in San Fran-
cisco while promoting her invest-
ment company. “The chances (of 
a return) are very high. You can 
come to my house, I have a court,” 
she added.

Williams announced her retire-
ment from tennis on August 9, 
saying she is “evolving away” from 
the sport.

The 40-year-old tennis star 
said that the best word to describe 

what she is up to is “evolution” 
and that she wants to grow her 
family.

“I have never liked the word
retirement. It doesn’t feel like 
a modern word to me. I’ve been 

thinking of this as a transition, 
but I want to be sensitive about 
how I use that word, which means 
something very specifi c and im-
portant to a community of peo-
ple,” Serena said in an article for 

Vogue magazine.
Serena has won 23 Grand Slam

singles titles, the most by any 
player in the open era, and the sec-
ond-most of all time, only behind
Margaret Court’s 24. ANI

T E N N I S

Jason Roy returns as England 

announce team against Australia
LONDON: Opening veteran Ja-
son Roy made a return to the na-
tional side as England and Wales 
Cricket Board (ECB) announced 
a 15-man squad for the upcoming 
three-match ODI series against 
Australia on Tuesday, which will 
start from November 17 onwards.

“England Men’s selection 
panel have named a 15-strong 
squad for the three-match ODI 
series against Australia start-
ing in November,” said ECB in a 
statement. From the current ICC 
Men’s T20 World Cup squad, 11 
players will remain in Australia 
when the series gets underway at 
the Adelaide Oval on Thursday 17 
November.

Seam bowler Olly Stone, who 
will join Nottinghamshire from 
November 1, will be looking to 
add to his four ODI caps, having 
last played for England in this for-
mat in October 2018 against Sri 

Lanka. Hampshire batter James 
Vince returns to the squad, hav-
ing last played in July 2021 at 
Edgbaston against Pakistan.

Kent middle-order batter Sam 
Billings is also recalled and will be 
looking to add his 25 ODI caps.

The three-match series will be 
played over six days, with match-
es in Adelaide, Sydney and fi nish-
ing in Melbourne on November 
22. England Men’s ODI Series 
versus Australia Schedule:

First ODI: Australia v England, 
Thursday November 17, 2022, 
Adelaide Oval, Adelaide (1.50 
pm local) Second ODI: Australia 
v England, Saturday November 
19, 2022, SCG, Sydney (2.20pm 
local) Third ODI: Australia v 
England, Tuesday November 22, 
2022, MCG, Melbourne (2.20pm 
local) England Men’s ODI squad: 
Jos Buttler (Lancashire) Cap-
tain, Moeen Ali (Warwickshire 
- from 1 November), Sam Bill-
ings (Kent), Sam Curran (Sur-
rey), Liam Dawson (Hampshire), 
Chris Jordan (Surrey), Dawid 
Malan (Yorkshire), Adil Rashid 
(Yorkshire), Jason Roy (Sur-
rey), Phil Salt (Lancashire), Olly 
Stone (Nottinghamshire - from 1 
November), James Vince (Hamp-
shire), David Willey (Northamp-
tonshire - from 1 November), 
Chris Woakes (Warwickshire), 
Luke Wood (Lancashire). ANI

E N G L A N D  V S  A U S T R A L I A

Karman becomes India’s No.1 
singles woman tennis player

SAGUENAY: Karman Kaur 
Thandi is now India’s number 1 
women’s singles tennis player, fol-
lowing her recent triumph at the 
W60 ITF event in Saguenay, Can-
ada on Sunday. 

WTA
She has displaced resident Ankita 
Raina. This victory is the biggest 
singles title win of Karman’s ca-
reer so far and it has pushed her 91 
positions up in the latest Women’s 
Tennis Association (WTA) rank-
ings to the 217th position, as per 
Olympics.com.

Olympian Ankita is now placed 
at 297th position after slipping 
down 13 places. Rutuja Bhosale, 
who is down nine spots to 411, Riya 
Bhatia, at world number 490 after 
slipping down fi ve places and Sa-
haja Yamalapalli, up by 20 spots to 
world number 508, are the top fi ve 
women’s singles players in India.

Karman accomplished her ca-
reer-best 196 ranking in 2018. The 
win at Saguenay is Karman’s third 
singles title and second this year. 
She had won a W25 tournament 
back in June at Gurugram. Kar-
man won her maiden singles title 
in Hong Kong in 2018.

In the fi nal match against Can-
ada’s Katherine Sebov, Karman 
Kaur bounced back from being a 
set down to winning the title by 
3-6, 6-4, 6-3.

Earlier in the tournament, Kar-
man had caused an upset by de-
feating the second seed Robin 
Anderson (USA) in the fi rst round 
and Japanese Ena Shibahara, 
one-half of the French Open 2022 
mixed double champions in the 
second round.

The year 2022 has been great for 
the Indian, who was ranked out-
side 400 back in February. 

ANI

T E N N I S
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Lulu launches ‘Kick 
Offers’ campaign

MUSCAT: The football season is
on and so is the excitement. As part
of its eff orts to delight customers
and football fans alike, Lulu has
launched the “Kick off ers” promo-
tional campaign to coincide with
the upcoming World Cup to be
held in Qatar in November 2022. 

The campaign, which will be 
held from October 24 until the
end of November, was offi  cially 
inaugurated by Ali Abdullah Harib
Al-Habsi, the ever-popular former
Omani goalkeeper.

The promotion is a great oppor-
tunity to celebrate the excitement
surrounding the event, which is
being held in the region for the fi rst
time and take advantage of the dis-

counts and off ers on selected prod-
uct categories during this period. 

As part of the promotion, Lulu
will be off ering special discounts on
products under categories such as
electronics, IT products, mobiles,
consumer electronics & acces-
sories, home appliances, football
clothing, footwear, luggage, and fur-
niture. Lulu will also bring the best
of the football season with aggres-
sive discount schemes on electron-
ics, which will include 20 to 40%
off  on 50” and above TVs; and 20%
off  on JBL and Sony headphones.
Customers can also be a part of the
Scratch & Win event organised by 

Hisense. Additionally, there will 
also be special deals on food and 
beverages, snacks, chips, biscuits, 
juices, soft drinks, quick meals, and 
ready-to-eat boxes throughout the 
promotional period.

To add to the excitement and fun, 
a whole lot of in-store events have 
been planned and customers will 
get a chance to participate in vari-
ous entertainment activities, such 
as Goal Kick Challenge, Ball Head-
ing Challenge, and Freestyle football 
dancing, and win amazing prizes. 

Speaking about the event, 
Shabeer K.A, Regional Director – of 
Lulu Hypermarkets Oman stated, 

“We are excited to organise the Kick
Off er promotion, inspired by the
fl avour of the season. We are sure
that the promotion will no doubt
provide a one-of-a-kind experi-
ence to our customers and gener-
ate unlimited excitement amongst
football fans. It is a matter of great
pride for us to be a supporter of 
such a prestigious sport which is
being held on the global stage in this
region. The special off ers, events,
and activities are sure to create
happy faces, enthusiasm, and posi-
tive vibes among our customers.
This is also an incredible opportu-
nity to bring to life our brand values
through such a platform.”

“The beauty behind such a pro-
motion is about bringing people
and communities together to cel-
ebrate this beautiful game of foot-
ball we all love, alongside a lively 
atmosphere of fun and entertain-
ing activities. Through this pro-
motion at Lulu, they have trans-
formed the store into a one-stop
destination where every football
fan will be glad to shop and have
fun! We hope the customers have
a great time shopping at Lulu,” said
Ali Habsi after the inauguration.

The campaign, will 

be held from October 

24 until the end of

November

ARA Petroleum organises A

blood donation campaign

MUSCAT: In partnership with 
the Ministry of Health’s blood 
bank department, ARA Petro-
leum, one of the Zubair Corpora-
tion’s specialised energy and nat-
ural resource companies, hosted 
a blood donation drive at its facil-
ity in Azaiba for the second con-
secutive year.

Hamed bin Said Al Shibani, 
Manager of Quality, Health, 
Safety and Environment said, 
“ARA Petroleum is committed to 
enhancing its employees’ institu-
tional values through the estab-
lishment of several community 
initiatives, in collaboration with 
its partners from the public and 
private sectors.”

“This is the company’s second 
campaign. Our aim is to raise the 
spirit of volunteering among em-
ployees, as well as to increase the 
stock of the blood bank in Oman. 
These initiatives also serve to 
express the employees’ empathy 
toward patients throughout their 
treatment journey, and is an op-
portunity to promote the culture 
of donating blood within the 
community as well,” he added.

Volunteer Abeer Al Ajmiya 
expressed her gratitude to ARA 
Petroleum, saying, “I thank ARA 

Petroleum for giving me the op-
portunity to participate in this no-
ble cause. This isn’t my fi rst time 
donating blood. In addition to 
aiding patients in need, donating 
blood has several health benefi ts.”

Abeer Al Ajmiya added, “It is an
important initiative to contribute
to blood banks and I request eve-
ryone who can donate blood, to do
so to create a healthy and produc-
tive society.”

S E C O N D  C A M P A I G N

Mercedes-Benz celebrates Oman’s 52nd 

National Day with 55% discount on parts  

MUSCAT: Mercedes-Benz Oman 
is marking Oman’s 52nd National 
Day with its latest celebratory of-
fer. Between November 1 and 30, 
customers can take their Mer-
cedes-Benz vehicle for an oil fi lter 
change and take advantage of a 
55% discount on parts.

Available at Mercedes-Benz 
Oman Service Centers in Muscat, 
Sohar and Salalah, car-owners will 
benefi t from the expertise of high-
ly qualifi ed technicians as well as 
Mercedes-Benz genuine oil fi lters 
and recommended oil. 

Shaun Michael, Chief Executive 
Offi  cer, said: “Mercedes-Benz Oman 
shares a long history with the Omani 
people and we are proud to celebrate 
the 52nd National Day with them. 
As usual, we are marking the occa-
sion with an exclusive off er that has 
been designed to add value to our 
customers’ lives. When it comes to 
engines, quality comes fi rst, which is 

why the off er ensures they remain in
the best possible condition, running 
smoothly and operating the way 
they are intended to, giving drivers

even greater peace of mind.”
The National Day off er is valid

for all models registered before
1st January 2019, excluding Mer-

cedes-Maybach, Mercedes-AMG
GT, Mercedes-AMG G-Class,
Mercedes-Benz SLR, and Mer-
cedes-Benz Viano. 

P R O M O T I O N

Tantalising celebration of international cuisine at Al Baleed Resort Salalah by Anantara

MUSCAT: Taste the world this 
November on an extraordinary cu-
linary journey with leading chefs 
from across the globe. A week-long 
event takes place at Al Baleed Re-
sort Salalah by Anantara in Oman, 
captivating local diners and visi-
tors with a diverse array of inter-
national cuisine.

Nestled between a beach and 
freshwater lagoon, Al Baleed Re-
sort Salalah by Anantara is the fi rst 
and only luxury resort in the Dho-
far region of southern Oman with 

private pool villas.
The resort sits on a pristine

250-metre beach and features a 
sparkling infi nity pool along with
three exquisite dining options and
an Anantara Spa. Located just 15
km from Salalah International
Airport and directly adjacent to Al
Baleed Archaeological Park, Al Ba-
leed Resort Salalah by Anantara is
the perfect place for relaxation, ad-
venture and culinary experiences.

Exclusive dinners and demon-
strations will run from 22 – 27

November 2022 in the resort’s ac-
claimed restaurants.

Oman Air and Amouage will 
once again support these culinary 
events.

Some of the leading chefs par-
ticipating in the enticing Al Baleed
Food Festival 2022 include:

Three Michelin-star Chef 
Thomas Bühner from Germany

Two Michelin-star French Chef 
Patrick Jeff roy

Michelin-star Chef Peter Gast 
from the Netherlands

Portuguese Michelin-star Chef 
Louis Anjos

Michelin-star chef Roger Van 
Damme from Belgium

Oman food specialist Dina 
Macki

The food festival will culminate 
in a gala dinner at Al Mina on 27 
November, where each chef will 
present two of their signature 
dishes. The unparalleled oceans-
ide location will only serve to en-
hance anight of exquisite culinary 
wonders and impeccable service.

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  C U I S I N E

Neswa Savings Account meets 

aspirations of modern Omani women

MUSCAT: The Sultanate of Oman 
celebrates the Omani Women’s 
Day, which falls on October 17 eve-
ry year to highlight the important 
role of women in society and their 
achievements in various fi elds. On 
this occasion, Meethaq Islamic 
banking from Bank Muscat show-
cased the Neswa Savings Account 
which is designed specifi cally for 
women to ensure greater ease of 
access to various fi nancial services 
as well as to provide unique bene-
fi ts suited for their needs.

On the occasion, Sami Arfah 
Bait Rashid, Assistant General 
Manager – Meethaq Personal 
Banking expressed his happiness 
and pride in the achievements 
made by Omani women across 
various fi elds. By working along 
with their male brethren, Omani 
women are contributing greatly to 
the economic progress and devel-
opment of the Sultanate as it jour-
neys on the path of its renewed re-
naissance. He added that Meethaq 

off ers unique products and servic-
es aimed at enriching the lives of 
women from diff erent sectors.

Neswa account holders have 
access to a wide range of features, 
which include a Visa Debit Card 
with an ATM withdrawal limit of 
OMR800, access to the largest net-
work of ATMs and CDMs across 
Oman, complimentary Takaful life 
cover up to OMR10,000, coverage 
up to OMR1,000 for loss of wallet 
or handbag resulting in misuse of 
cards and coverage up to OMR100 
for loss of ID cards and keys. Ac-
count holders can also receive at-
tractive indicative profi t rates on 
their average monthly balance and 
are eligible for up to 50% discount 
on the fi rst year’s rental charge for 
safe deposit lockers. 

All Omani and resident women 
above the age of 18 are eligible to 
open a Neswa savings account 
with a minimum balance amount 
of OMR300 or a minimum salary 
transfer of OMR 500.

M E E T H A Q

Kia K5 now available with chance 

to win fully paid trip to World Cup

MUSCAT: The stylish and hard-
to-resist Kia K5 is now even more 
exciting to own. Customers buy-
ing the K5 now have a chance to 
win a fully paid trip to watch Fifa 
World Cup event in Qatar.

Besides the K5, Kia customers 
buying a brand new Kia can get 
a chance to Scratch & Win more 
than 100 match tickets where they 
can witness teams like Belgium, 
Brazil, Germany, Japan and more, 
live in action. Apart from Fifa Qa-
tar match tickets, customers will 
also get comprehensive service up 
to 50,000 km and 1 year insurance. 
The campaign will end on Novem-
ber 4. (Conditions apply.  Please 
visit Kia showroom for details.)

Lending the K5 its stylish looks 
is its angular design language 
that represents another chapter 
of boldness and passion. Adding 
to this is the K5’s low-slung and 
fastback silhouette from the side, 
highlighted by a chrome garnish 
that spans the roofl ine and wraps 

around the rear glass. 
Giving the K5 more than just a 

single look are a number of exte-
rior design features that include
LED Headlamps, LED Daytime
Running Lights, LED Front Fog 
Lamps, LED Rear Fog Lamps,
LED Rear Combination Lamps,
18” Alloy Wheels, Solar Glass,

Panoramic Sunroof and Dual 
LED Headlamps. Powering the 
exciting to drive K5 is a powerful 
2.5L GDI engine that off ers 191 
HP and 25.1 KG.M. Torque.

The engine is paired to an 
8-speed Automatic Transmis-
sion. In the K5 a range of features 
enhance every experience.

S C R A T C H  &  W I N

Burjeel Hospital holds 

blood donation camp
MUSCAT: As part of its ongoing 
corporate social responsibility ef-
forts in the sultanate, Burjeel Hos-
pital recently organised a blood 
donation drive, in partnership 
with the Baushar Blood Bank.

Expressing his gratitude to all 
donors that took part in the blood 
donation camp, Nelson Prabha-
karan, Director of Operations of 
Burjeel Hospital mentioned: “Bur-
jeel Hospital continues to play an 
active role in furthering the health 
and wellbeing of citizens and resi-
dents of the sultanate, through 
initiatives such as the blood dona-

tion drive; and has always taken 
the lead when it comes to giving 
back to society. The response from 
donors as well as our staff  has al-
ways been positive when it comes 
to blood donation or any other 
humanitarian eff ort. We are both 
proud, and thankful to them for 
turning up in large numbers, along 
with their families and friends to 
donate blood.” 

Praising the hospital’s ini-
tiative, Omani blood donors said 
that blood donation gives satis-
faction to the donors in this world 
and rewards in the hereafter. 

S O C I A L  R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y
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Nissan X-Terra: Incredible balance 
between luxury and utility

Marwah Mahmood Al Raisi

MUSCAT: If there is something 
about the seven-seater Nissan X-
Terra that stands out, it is excep-
tionally competent at nearly eve-
rything it does. No wonder it has a 
huge fan following in Oman.

In the increasingly competitive 
class of SUVs, the Nissan X-Terra 
is many steps ahead. It is designed 
for adventure and the outdoors, 
but it delivers more. It off ers a 
hard-to-beat combination of 
technology, power, style, features, 
space and comfort. The gorgeous 
and well-equipped interior is bal-
anced by numerous safety features 
and excellent driving dynamics.

A 2.5-litre four-cylinder petrol 
engine with seven-speed auto-
matic transmission power the X-
Terra. The engine delivers 165 hp 
and 241Nm of torque that guaran-
tees an exhilarating drive of speed
and acceleration making it perfect 
for adventure. What is impressive
is the X-Terra has a solid four-
wheel drive system, including a 
four-wheel lock, brake limited slip 
diff erential and electronic locking 
rear diff erential.

This doesn’t mean it is not perfect 
for city driving. Its sleek lines and 
modern look make this adaptive ve-
hicle ideal for all occasions. Besides, 
having a robust and reliable SUV 
does not mean passengers miss out 
on comfort and modern features. 
From the Zero Gravity seats to the 
stadium seat layout of the second 
and third row, families and large 
groups can ride comfortably with 
best-in-class interior volume.

Interestingly, the SUV’s sturdy 
frame simplifi es its resilience and 
pragmatism, while the future-for-
ward aesthetics are exhibited in 
the quad LED projector lamps and 
a bold new V-motion grille. The re-
vised rear and new LED taillights 
add to the X-Terra’s athletic look. 
X-Terra is 4.9m in length, 1.9m in 
height and just over 2.1m in width – 
with a ground clearance of 243 mm.

For those who have a fetish for 

colours. The model is available in 
seven exterior colours, including 
bright brown and burgundy. The 
chic exterior is matched by pre-
mium black and light grey interior 
colours that add to the richness of 
the vehicle, along with a choice of 
cloth or leather seat fabrics, de-
pending on the grade. 

Young drivers will be impressed 
that the instrument panel has a 
full-width horizontal design, with 

its movement stretching from 
door to door to emphasize the spa-
ciousness of the cabin. The shapes 
are bold and strong yet fi nished in 
comfortable soft-touch materials. 
The big 9-inch intuitive touch-
screen display screen dominates 
the centre, with big, user-friendly 
dial controls for audio and ventila-
tion functions while the layering of 
the diff erent materials, including 
the dynamic silver fi nisher, adds 

an extra level of sophistication. 
For those who give importance 

to fuel effi  ciency and safety, this 
SUV is perfect. The SUV features 
a handle on the system that allows 
drivers to quickly shift from two-
wheel drive to a 4x4 drive – pro-
viding maximum fuel effi  ciency 
on the highway to confi dence and 
control during adverse weather 
conditions.

Active safety systems in the 
Nissan X-Terra make it stand 
apart from the competition. Lane 
Departure Warning, Blind Spot 
Warning, Intelligent Forward Col-
lision Warning, Rear Cross Traffi  c 
Alert, Intelligent Driver Alertness 
and Intelligent Emergency Brak-
ing are all available. These fea-
tures tell the driver when there is 
a possible danger — chiming when 
they stray out of their lane or when 
another car is in their blind spot or 
approaching while the vehicle is 
reversing. They also help to active-
ly prevent issues by braking the 
vehicle when a possible collision is 
detected while driving.

Nissan’s Intelligent Around 

View Monitor with Moving Ob-
ject Detection is another class-
exclusive feature in the X-Terra. 
It gives a bird’s-eye view of the 
X-Terra’s surroundings which is 
perfect for backing up and parallel 
parking and determining any mov-
ing objects. These advanced safety 
features along with the X-Terra’s 
on-and-off -road capability, com-
fort and the latest technology are 
a perfect match for today’s adven-
ture-seeking SUV buyers.  

Technology and infotainment 
features in the Nissan X-Terra in-
clude an 8 or 9-inch touchscreen, 
Apple CarPlay and Android Auto, 
driver information display, Blue-
tooth, navigation, 11-inch rear 
display, and a 4 or 6-speaker sound 
system or a Bose sound system 
with 8 speakers.

If you are looking for a midsize 
SUV, you would do well to consider 
Nissan X-Terra. And why not? Af-
ter all, this class leader promises a 
buff et of features, great fuel econ-
omy and pampers occupants with 
a wealth of standard convenience, 
tech and safety features.

In the increasingly 

competitive class

of SUVs, the Nissan

X-Terra is many steps 

ahead

Buy now, pay later with ahlibank’s 

interest-free Easy Payment Plan

MUSCAT: Expressing its intent 
to enhance customers’ purchas-
ing power and cater to their ever-
changing lifestyles, ahlibank has 
launched its Easy Payment Plan 
for credit card holders off ering 
zero interest, fl exible instalment 
options for a variety of merchant 
categories.

With instalment periods of 3, 
6 and 12 months, and merchant 
categories comprising travel, fur-
niture, electronics, jewellery and 
schooling, credit card holders 
can look forward to a host of easy 
deals on purchase transactions 
of OMR200 or above. EPP facil-
ity can be availed on purchases 
at merchant outlets and internet 
transactions. While customers 
incur no additional fees on the 
three-month plan, the charges for 
extended periods have been kept 
to a minimal – OMR5 for 6 months 
and OMR10 for 12 months.

Under the travel category, the plan 
will be extended to travel agents, air-
lines, as well as hotels, making it a 
very lucrative option for customers 
with travel on their minds. The tui-
tion fee category, on the other hand, 
will also include higher education, 
covering not only schools and col-
leges but also universities, to off er 
respite for customers seeking easy 
fi nancial solutions.

Commenting on the bank’s EPP, 
Muneer Al Balushi, AGM – Head of 
Retail Distribution at ahlibank, said, 
“’Easy and convenient’ are the by-
words of our Payment Plan, which 
is structured to enrich our custom-
ers’ purchasing power and to open 
up newer avenues for them to shop 
without worrying about immediate 
payments. As the fastest-growing 
bank in the country, we believe the 
onus is on us to constantly upgrade 
and customize our products and ser-
vices to meet and exceed the expec-
tations of our customers. We have 

achieved that by incorporating fl ex-
ible instalment options and promot-
ing more categories in the merchant 
portfolio. Whether it is travel and 
entertainment or accessories and 
schooling, our credit card holders 
will benefi t from the easy monthly 
payment option.”

As per the plan, customers can 
enjoy the convenience of paying 
large-value transactions in small, 
equal and aff ordable monthly in-
stalments; they can obtain the pay-
ment plan of their choice, depend-
ing on their fi nancial fl exibility. 

F O R  C R E D I T  C A R D  H O L D E R S

Experience wonders of Oman this 

winter with two new packages 

MUSCAT: Off ering travellers a 
true Omani adventure, Oman Air 
Holidays has introduced two new 
packages that showcase the best 
of Oman’s nature, culture, and 
hospitality. Launched just in time 
for the popular winter season, 
the bespoke packages off er visi-
tors the choice of an all-inclusive, 
eight-day tour around the coun-
try’s must-see attractions, or, for 
those just stopping through, a 
relaxing one-day mini-break in 
the charming capital city of Mus-
cat. From rolling deserts to lush 
mountains, pristine beaches to 
historic villages, Oman is the per-
fect destination for those who like 
to go off  the beaten track.

“With untouched natural land-
scapes, a rich and captivating her-
itage, and renowned warm hospi-
tality, Oman is a true bucket-list 
destination. Our Best of Oman 
and Muscat Mini-Break packages 
are designed to ensure visitors 
don’t miss a thing while providing 
them with plenty of choices, fl ex-
ibility, and value,” said Mundher 
Al Shaikhani, Senior Manager of 
Oman Air Holidays. “Both pack-
ages off er great rates and a variety 
of customisable add-ons based on 
individual travel requirements. 
Plus, with our parent company 
Oman Air connecting travellers 

to Oman via its international net-
work, our guests can count on an 
exceptional experience for their 
entire journey.”

Catering to long and short-stay 
visitors, Oman Air Holiday’s new 
packages provide them with ap-
pealing options that meet their 
distinct travel needs. The Best 
of Oman eight-day tour will take 
guests on a mesmerising journey 
to some of the country’s most 
charming cities and glorious 
natural landscapes, including the 
traditionally rooted capital, Mus-
cat; Al Jabal Al Akhdar, or ‘green 
mountain’; the historic city of 
Nizwa; the magical desert dunes 
of Al Sharqiya Sands; the quaint 
port of Khasab, the subtropical 
city of Salalah, and much more. 

Meanwhile, for stopover visitors 
looking for an unforgettable 24-
hour getaway, the Muscat Mini-
break off ers the chance to explore 
the capital, complete with breath-
taking mountains, immaculate 
beaches, and historical land-
marks, all for just $99 per night.

Off ering a wide selection of tai-
lored packages, Oman Air Holi-
days excels in creating amazing 
and unique travel experiences for 
some of the world’s most exciting 
destinations. With the introduc-
tion of its new Oman-focused 
packages, it is welcoming more 
and more international tourists 
to discover the beauty of Oman, 
complemented by the award-
winning service and hospitality 
of Oman Air.

O M A N  A I R  H O L I D A Y S 





* Terms and conditions apply
* Prices per device per month

Basic tracking rates
1-10 vehicles	 2.75 OMR
11-25 vehicles	 2.60 OMR
26-50 vehicles	 2.45 OMR
51-100 vehicles 	 2.30 OMR
100+ vehicles	 contact us 

Features
Working Hours’ Report
Trip Report | Geo Zones
Average Speed (km/h)

For more information
info@tawasoltechnologies.com
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